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About  ten  o'clock  on  Sanday  morning, 
Vl[t}i6  month  of  July,  183—,  the  dazzling 
faubfrfmn  which  had  for  many  honra  irra- 
>  iJaie^  a  litUe  dismal  hack  attic  in  one  of  the 
elpo^t  cmlftoa^oininff  Oxford  Street,  in 
I^Kmdon^  flft<^MqStilated  nyith  their  intensi- 
ty the  cloded^e^ds  of  a  young  man  iying 
m*Sed,*  at  Ipbg0i  awoke  hinu  He  rubhed 
lis.  eyes  for  some  time,  to  relieve  himself 
$dm , the  imtation  he  experienced  in  them; 
iai  yawned  and  stratehed  his  limbs  with  a 
hsuVy  sense  of  weariness,  as  though  his 
^eep  had  not  refreshed  him.  He  presently 
dast  his  eye^  on  the  heap  of  clothes  Ijing 
Auddled  together  on  the  backless  chair  by 
the  bedside,  and  where  he  had  hastily  flung 
thapi  about  an  hour  after  midmght;  at  which 
time  he  hadwtumed  fimn  a  great  draper's 
shop  in  Qxford  Street,  where  he  senred  as 
a  shopman,,  and  where  he  had  neariy  drop- 
ped asleep  after  a  long  day's  work,  while 
in  the  act  of  puttin§[  up  the  shutters.  He 
cottldU hardly  keep  his  eyes  open  while  he 
imdressed,  short  as  was  the  time  it  took  him 
to  do  so;  and  on  dropping  exhausted  into 
bed,  there  he  had  continued  inuieep  unbro- 
ken slumber  till  the  moment  he  is  presented 
Co  die  reader.  He  lay  for  seyeral  minutes, 
stretching,  yawning,  and  sighing,  occasion- 
ally casting  an  irresolute  eye  towards  the 
tinT  fireptece,  where  lay  a  modicum  of  wood 
mna  coal,  with  a  tinder4»ox  and  a  match  or 
two  placed  upon  the  hob,  so  that  he  could 
easily  light  ms  fire  for  the  purposes  of  shar- 
ing  and  breakfasting.  He  stepped  at  leng^th 
laaily  out  of  bed,  and  when  he  felt  his  feet 
again,  yawned  and  stretched  himself^  then 
M  lit  his  fire,  placed  his  bit  of  a  kettle  on 
the  top  of  it,  and  returned  to  bed,  where  he 
lay  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  fire,  watching 
the  crackling  blaae  insinuating  itself  through 
the  wood  and  coal.  Onoe,  however,  it  m- 
n  to  fail,  so  he  had  to  get  up  and  assist  it 
blowing  and  bits  of  paper ;  and  it  seem^ 
in  so  precarious  a  state  thathedetennin-^ 
ed  not  again  to  lie  down,  but  sit  on  the  bod- 


ing his  little  fire,  and  listlessly  li«tening 
to  the  discordant  jangling  of  innumerable 
dmrch-bells,  clamorously  calling  the  ci- 
tiaens  to  their  devotions.  What  Passed 
through  his  mind  was  something  like  the 
following : — 

«« Heigho !— Oh,  Lord!— Dull  as  ditdk- 
water  U^-This  is  my  -  only  holiday,  yet  I 
don't  seem  to  enjoy  it— the  fact  is,  I  feel 
knocked  up  with  my  week's  work.— Lord, 
what,a  life  mine  is,  to  be  sure !  Here  am 
I,  in  my  eight-and-twentieth  year,  and  foi 
four  long  years  have  been  bne  of  the  shop* 
men  at  Dowlas,  Tagrag,  Bobbin  and  Coos- 
pany's— slaving  fixim  seven  o'clock  in  As 
morning  till  ten  at  night,  and  all  for  a  sa» 
laiy  of  36/. a  year  and  my  board!  And 
Mr.  Tagng  is  always  telling  roe  how  high 
he's  raised  m  salasj.  Thirty^five  pounds 
a  year  is  all  1  have  ror  lodging  and  appeal^ 
ing  like  a  gentleman !  Oh,  Lord,  it  can't 
lastr  fei  sometimes  I  feel  getting  de^M- 
rate  such  strange  dioughts T  Seven  shil> 
lings  a  week  do  Ipay  for  this  cursed  hole"<*« 
he  uttered  these  Words  with  a  bitter  empha* 
sis,  accompanied  by  a  disgustful  look  round 
the  little  room— that  one  could^nt  swing  a 
cat  in  vrithottt  touching  the  four  sides  U— 
'^Lastwinter,  three  of  our  gents,  (i.  e.  his 
fellow-shopmen)  came  to  tea  with  me  one 
Sunday  mght^  and  bitter  cold  as  it  was, 
we  made  this  d— 4  doghole  so  hot  we  were 
obliged  to  open  the  windows !  *  And  as  for 
accommodations— I  reeollect  I  had  to  borrow 
two  nastv  chairs  firom  the  people  below, 
who  on  the  next  Sunday,  borrowed  my  only 
decanter  in  return,  and,  hang  them,  cracked 
it  !*— Curse  me,  if  this  life  is  worth  having ! 
If  s  all  the  very  vanity  of  vanities,  and  no 
mistake!  Fag,  feg,  &g,  all  one's  days, 
and — ^what  fori  Thirtr-five  pounds  a  year, 
and  *  no  advanu  /'  Bah,  bells !  ring  awav 
till  you're  all  cracked ! — ^Now  do  you  thina 
Pm  going  to  be  mewed  up  in  church  on^lhis 
the  only  day  out  of  the  seven  I've  got  tr 
sweeten  myself  in,  and  sniff  fresh  air  1  A 
precious  joke  thai  viqniV^  ^\   H^Vssw^^— 


side,  as  he  did  with  his  arms  folded,  ready  ^ 

to  resume  operations  if  jiecessaiy.    In  this  I  after  all,  Vd  aa\«icv%  a\\\^ssi%\  ^^^^"^^^ 
j^oBtan he nmaiaed  fot mmb  tme^  wMl^ltfaid  !QM  q£  tuf  f5^vn%  ^3NX\    ^^^Tj^^n^  v 
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tee  oat  U  happy,  excepting  me,  and  the  poor 
el^aps  that  are  like  me ! — Every  body  laaghs 
when  they  see  me,  and  know  that  rm  only 
a  tallow-faoed  counter-jumper,  for  whom 
it^s  no  use  to  go  out ! — Oh,  Lord !  what^s 
the  use  of  bein|r  crood-looking,  as  some  chaps 
say  I  am  ?**-*Here  he  instinetively  passed 
his  left  hand  through  a  profusion  of  sandy- 
coloured  hair,  and  cast  an  eye  towards  the 
bit  of  fractured  lookin?-glass  that  hung 
against  the  wall,  and  wnich,  by  faithfully 
representing  to  him  a  by  bo  means  plain  set 
of  features  (despite  the  dismal  hue  of  his 
*  hair)  whenever  he  chose  to  appeal  to  it,  had 
k#brded  him  more  enjoyment  than  any  other 
object  in  the  world  for  years.  *«  Ah  Lord! 
many  and  many^s  the  fine  gal  IVe  done  my 
best  to  attract  the  notice  of,  while  I  was 
•enring  her  in  the  shopr^that  is,  whenlVe 
seen  her  get  out  of  a  carriage !  There  has 
been  lack  to  many  a  chap  like  me,  in  the 
same  line  of  sneculation ;  look  at  Tom  Tir- 
nish—how  did  he  get  Miss  Twang,  the  li^ 
piano-fOite  maker's  daughter?— 4md  now 
he's  cut  the  shop,  and  lives  at  Hackney  like 
a  regular  gentleman !  Ah !  that  was  a 
stroke !  But  sobiehow,  it  has'nt  answered 
with  me  yet:  the  gals  don't  take!  Lord 
how  I  have  set  my  eyes  and  ogled  them— 
all  of  them  don't  seem  to  dislike  the  thing-— 
and  sometimes  they'll  smile,  in  a  sort  of 
way  that  says  I'm  rafe— but  'tis  no  use,  not 
a  bit  of  it ! — My  eyes !  catch  me,  by  the 
way,  ever  nodding  aeain  to  a  lady  on  the 
Sunday,  that  had  smiled  when  I  stared  at 
her  while  serving  her  in  the  shop— -after 
what  happened  to  me  a  month  or  two  ago 
in  the  Park !  Did'nt  I  feel  like  damaged 
foods,  just  then !  But  it's  no  matter,  wo- 
men are  so  different  at  different  times!-— 
Very  likely  I  mismanaged  the  thing.  By  the 
way,  what  a  precious  puppy  of  a  chap  that 
fellow  was  that  came  up  to  her  at  the  time 
■he  stepped  out  of  the  carriage  to  walk  a 
bit!  As  for  good  looks— out  me  to  rib- 
bons"— another  glance  at  the  glass—**  no; 
I  ain't  afraid  there,  neither— Sut^ — ^heigh- 
ho  ; — ^I  suppose  he  was,  as  they  say,  bom 
with  a  golden  spoon  in  his  mouth,  and  n^ 
rer  so  many  thousand  a  year,  to  makeup  to 
him  for  ne?er  so  few  brains !  He  was  an- 
common  well-dressed  though,  I  must  own. 
What  trowsers ! — ^they  stuck  so  natuml  to 
him,  he  might  have  been  bom  in  them.  And 
his  waistcoat,  and  satin  stock — what  an  air ! 
And  yet  his  fi^re  was  nothing  Mry  oot 
of  the  way !  His  gloves,  as  white  as  snow  * 
I*  ve  no  d  oubt  he  wears  a  pair  of  them  a  day — 
my  stars !  that's  three  and  sixpence  a  day, 
far  don't  I  know  what  they  cost  1— Whew ! 
'if  I  bad  hat  the  cash  to  cany  on  that  sort  of 
^*'»^' — And  when  he  had  Men  her  into  her 


««The  very  first  place  I'd  go  to  afW^>9hA  ^ 
g[ot  my  title,  and  was  rigged  out  inl^taltjre^.'v 
tip-top,  should  be— our  cursed  shop,  to^ojr*  ci 
a  dosen  or  two  pair  of  white  ki(l*.  .  tVl^atk^ . 
flutter  there  would  be  among  the  poor  pa^  .* 
devils  as  were  stanjing,'JiiSt  .as  ever,  .be-  > 
hind  the  counters,  at  Dowlas,  Tagrag/and  *. 
Co.'s,  when  my  c^s(ge  dfeW-up,  anfl  I.' 
stepped  into  ^e  sho^   .Tagraf  wo.a)d  coom 
ana  attend  tome  himself..  Nol^  ywoldtnt-v 
pride  would'nt  let  him.      I.  don\  .kntf^^ ; 
though ;  what  wpuld'nt  he  do*tb  turn  a  pen-  * 
ny,  and  make  two  and  ninepence  into  tnree  , 
and  a  penny.    I  should'nt  quiie  come  Cap^  * 
tain  Stiff*  over  him;  but  I  shou]d  Uient  him 
wi^  a  kind  of  an  air,  too,  as  if— hem!  howr 
delightful !"    A  sigh  and  a  pau^.    "  Yea, 
I  should  often  come  to  the  shop. '  Gad,  it 
would  be  half  the  fun  of  my  fortune !    And 
they  would  envy  me,  to  be  sute ! .   How  One 
should  enjoy  it!  I  would'nt  think  of  many-  ' 
ing  till — and  yet  I  won't  say  eith^'  i/I^  ' 
among  some  of  them  out  and  outers-rthos^ 
first-rate  articles — that  lady,  for  instance,  th^ 
other  day  in  the  Park — I  should. like,  to  sea 
her  cut  me  as  she  did,  with  ten  thoiisaiMl  t 
year  in  my  pocket!    Why,  fehe'^be  tdih 
nin^  after  me,  or  there's  no  truth  i'li'  fiovdl^ 
which  I'm  sure  there's  often  a  great  fhn^in* 
Oh,  of^course,!  might  marry  Whom  I  pleas- 
ed.   Who  couldn't  be  got  with  teii  thou- 
sand a  yeart^*  Another  pause.    ^*I  ahoold 
go  abroad  to  kusski  directly ;  for  they  tell 
me  there's  a  man  fives  there  who  could  dye 
this  hair  of  mine  any  colour  I  liked--Hegad ! 
I'd  come  home  as  black  as  a  crqw,  and 
hold  up  my  head  as  high  as  any  of  them ! 
While  I  was  about  it,  rd  have  a  touch  at 
my  cycfeiowa,'*^— Ctw^  woivx  ^  Vv\ftt»aA%» 
"^^fngB — the  hone  he  frot  Dni-^^od  whal\biiiMlDf(%t>Kaaaaii4Q^Y)2ui\»s^^^^ 


a  tip-top  groom— that  chgptji 

swer  for  it,  were  equal  to.t ' 

was  a  long  paoee.-^'  Nci 

of  the  thing,  only  supposi 

fall  me.    Say  somebody  w^ 

lota  of  cash^— many  thousands.. a*. jF^ai^ot 

something  in  that  line !  My  stars !  wo^lj     ' 

1  go  it  With  the  besi^  of  them  !^-'   Ano 

long  pause.    '*  Gad,  I  r^lly  Should  harj^' 

know  how  to  begin  to  -spend  it^-T-I'thinl^ 


.  leave  jp^ 
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great  biscuit 
in  this  city,  the  other  day,  made  a  baroirilt 
of,  all  for  his  money— and  why«shduldint 
I  ?"    He  grew  a  little  heated  with  Jj^  "pr^ 
gress  of  his  reflecti6ns,^clasping-his.l|MHi|i|^  -f .' 
with  involuntary  energy  ,asl\e  stretched  th^^;j! 
out  to  their  fulled  <i^xt«^t«4^rW^^;ffe4tt^k 
very  hearty  yawn,  •♦  L<]fa7Kfjr^iA]r>hOF  -^ 
it  would  sound !     :       *.  %••     *•.     ff-.f 

**  Sia  Tittlebat  Titmouse,  fixkiff^r^  '*  ' 
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.'ii^«  whisiing^  tpiitleriii^  in  the  Agonies  of 
•oiling  oyer;  as  if  the  intolerable  heat, of 
the  fire  had  driven  desperate  the  poor  crea^ 
tore  placed  upon  it,  who  instincuvely  tried 
thus  to  extinguish  the  cause  of  its  anguish^ 
Having  taken  4t  off  and  placed  it  upon  the 
hob,  and  placed  on  the  fire  a  tiny  fragment 
of  fresh  coal,  he  began  to  make  preparations 
lor  shaving,  by  pou^ng  some  ot  the  hot 
water  into  an  old  tea-cup,  which  was  pre- 
sently to  serve  for  the  purpose  of  breakfast. 
Then  he  spread  out  a  bit  ol  crumpled  whity- 
brown  paper,  that  had  folded  up  a  couple 
of  cisars  which  he  had  bought  over-night 
for  the  Sunday^s  special  enioyment— and 
which,  if  he  had  supposed  they  had  come 
from  any  place  beyona  the  four  seas,  I  imar 
cine  him  to  have  been  slightly  mistaken. 
He  placed  this  bit  of  paper  on  the  litUe 
mantel  piece :  drew  his  solitary,  well-wonr 
razor  several  times  across  the  palm  of  his 
left  hand ;  dipped  his  brush,  worn  within 
the  third  of  an  inch  to  the  stump,  into  the 
hot  water;  presently  passed  it  over  as  much 
of  his  face  as  he  intended  to  shave;  then 
nibbed  on  the  damp  surface  a  bit  of  yellow 
soap— and  in  less  than  five  minutes  Mr. 
Titmouse  was  a  shaved  man.  Biit  mark — 
donH  suppose  that  he  had  performed  an  ex- 
tensive operation.  One  would  have  thought 
him  anxious  to  get  rid  of  as  much  as  possi- 
ble of  his  abominable  sandy-coloured  hair— • 
quite  the  contrary. 

Every  hair  of  bis  spreading  whiskers  was 
sacred  from  the  touch  of  steel ;  and  a  bushy 
crop  of  hair  stretched  underneath  his  chin, 
coming  curled  out  on  each  side  of  it,  above 
his  stock,  like  two  little  horns  or  tusks. 
An  impeiial-^*.  «.  a  dirtrcoloured  tuf^  of 
hair,  permitted  to  grow  perpendicularly 
down  the  upper  lip  of  puppies— -and  a  pair 
of  promising  mustachios,  poor  Mr.  Titmouse 
had  been  compelled  to  sacrifice  some  time 
before,  to  the  tyrannical  whimsies  of  his 
vulgar  employers,  Messrs.  Dowlas  and 
Tagrag,  who  imagined  them  not  to  be  ex- 
acUy  suitable  appendages  for  counter-jump- 
ers. So  that  it  will  be  seen  that  the  space 
shaved  over  on  this  occasion  was  somewhat 
circumscribed.  This  operation  over,  he 
took  out  of  his  trunk  an  old  dirty-looking 
pomatum  pot.  A  little  of  its  contents,  ex- 
tracted on  the  tips  of  his  two  fore-fingers, 
ho  stroked  carefully  into  his  eyebrows; 
then  spreading  'some  on  the  palms  of  his 
hands,  he  rubbed  it  vigorously  into  his 
stubborn  hair  and  whiskers  for  some  quarter 
of  an  hour ;  and  then  combed  and  brushed 
his  hair  into  half  a  dozen  different  disposi- 
tions—«o  fastidious  in  that  matter  was  Mr. 
iltmouse.  Then  he  dipped  the  end  of  a 
towel  into  a.  Tittle  water^  and  twisting  it 
ioand  his  right  fore-dnger,  pzaafd  it  gently 
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over  his  face,  carefully  avoiding  his  eye- 
brows, and  the  hair  at  the  top,  sides,  and 
bottom  of  his  face,  which  be  then  wiped 
with  a  dry  comer  of  the  towel ;  and  no  fup- 
ther  did  Mr.  Tittlebat  Titmouse  think  it 
necessary  to  cany  his  ablutions.  Had  he 
been  able  to  ^^see  himself  as  otliers  saw 
him,'*  in  respect  of  those  neglected  regions 
which  lay  somewhere  behind  and  beneath 
his  ears,  he  might  not  possibly  have  thought 
it  superfluous  to  irritate  them  with  a  little 
soap  and  waters  but,  after  all,  he  knew 
best;  it  might  have  given  him  cold;  and 
besides,  his  hair  was  very  thick  and  long 
behind,  and  might,  perhaps,  conceal  any 
thing  Uiat  was  unsigntly.  Then  Mr.  llt- 
mouse  drew  from  underneath  the  bed  a 
botde  of  Warren's  'incomparable  black- 
inff,'*  and  a  couple  of  brushes,  with  gredlt 
labour  and  skill  polishing  his  boots  up  to  a 
wonderful  point  of  brilliancy.  Having 
washed  his  iiands,  and  replaced  his  black- 
ing implements  under  the  bed,  he  devoted  a 
few  moments  to  boiling  about  three  tea- 
spoonfuls  of  coffee,  (as*  it  was  styled  on  the 
paper  from  which  he  took,  and  in  which  he 
had  bought  it— whereas  it  was,  in  fact, 
chicory.)  Then  he  drew  forth  from  hk 
trunk  a  calico  shirt,  with  linen  wristbands 
and  collars,  which  had  been  worn  only 
twice  since  its  last  washing— i.  e .  on  the 
preceding  two  Sundays— and  put  it  on, 
taking  great  care  not  to  rumple  a  very 
showy  front,  containing  three  little  rows  of 
frills;  in  the  middle  of  one  of  which  he 
stuck  three  '*  studs,''  connected  together 
with  two  little  gilt  chains,  looking  exceed- 
ingly stylish— especially  coupled  with  a 
span-new  satin  stock  which  he  next  buck* 
led  round  his  neck.  Having  put  on  his 
bright  boots,  (without,  1  am  sorry  to  say, 
any  stockings,^  he  carefully  insinuated  his 
legs  into  a  pair  of  white  trousers,  for  the 
first  time  since  their  laJst  washing;  and 
what  with  his  short  straps  and  high  braces, 
they  were  so  tight  that  you  would  have 
feared  their  bursting,  if  he  should  have  sat 
hastily.  I  am  almost  afraid  that  I  shall  hardly 
be  believed,  but  it  is  a  fact,  that  the  next  thing 
that  he  did  was  to  attach  a  pair  of  spurs  to 
his  boots : — ^but,  to  be  sure,  it  was  not  in^ 
poasible  that  he  might  intend  to  ride  duriiiff 
the  day.  Then  he  put  on  a  queer  kind  m 
under  waistcoat,  which,  in  fact,  was  only  a 
roll-collar  of  rather  faded  pea*green  silk 
and  designed  to  set  off  a  very  fine  fiowersa 
damson-coloured  silk  waistcoat ;  over  whieh 
he  drew  a  massive  mosaic  gold  chain,  (to  j 
purchase  which,  he  had  sold  a  servicoibl* 
silver  watch,^  whieh  had  been  carefullT 
wrapped  up  vu  QotXon  ^q^\^  ^^xscel  Ni>^«ex 
soft  depoaitoTN,  ^«o^  \k&  ^^  w&  ^v»a\ 
(those  m\ist  W\^  >ae«BL  ^v:^  «^^  ^^"^ 
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«mi]d  tBlIi  at  a  diatanoe,  and  in  a  Imnj, 
that  it  waa  not  diaiBond,)  which  he  placed 
im  the  stumpy  little  finger  of  hia  red  and 
lUck  right  hand— and  contemplated  its 
sparkle  with  exquisite  satisfaction. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far  with  his  toilet, 
he  sat  down  to  his  breakfast;  spreading  the 
ahirt  he  had  taken  off  upon  his  lap,  to  pre- 
serve his  white  trowsers  from  spotor  stain — 
his  thoughts  alternating  between  his  late 
wakin?  vision  and  his  purposes  for  the  day. 
He  had  no  butter,  havmgssed  the  last  on 
the  preceding  morning ;  so  he  was  fain  to 
pat  up  with  dry  bread — and  very  dry  and 
teeth-trying  it  was,' poor  fellow— 4>ut  his  eye 
lit  on  his  ring!  Having  swallowed  two 
cups  of  his  ^uon-coffee,  (euffh !  such  staff f^l 
he  resumed  his  toilet,  by  drawing  oat  ot 
his  other  tranh  his  blue  sartout,  with  em- 
bossed silk  buttons  and  velvet  collar,  and 
an  outsida  pocket  in  the  lefl  breast.  Having 
smoothed  a«wn  a  few  creases,  he  put  it  on : 
—then,  before  him  the  little  vulgar  fraction 
of  a  glass,  he  stood  twitching  about  the 

^  collar,  and  sleeves,  and  front,  so  as  to  make 
them  sit  well;  concludinff  with  a  careful 
elongation  of  the  wris^anos  of  his  shirt,  so 
as  to  show  their  whiteness  gracefully  be- 
yond the  cuff  of  his  coat^leeve— -and  he 
succeeded  in  producinff  a  sort  of  white 
boundary  line  between  ue  blue  of  his  coat- 
sleeve  and  ^,the  red  of  his  hand.  At  that 
useful  member  he  could  not  help  looking 
with  a  sigh,  as  he  had  often  done  before— 
for  it  was  not  a  handsome  hand.  It 
was  broad  and  red,  and  the  fingers  were 
thick  and  stumpy,  with  very  coarse  deep 
wrinkles  at  every  joint  His  nails  also 
were  flat  and  shapeless;  and  he  used 
to  be  continually  gnawing  them  till  he 
had  sncceeded  in  getting  them  down  to 
the  quick— ^nd  they  were  a  Mght  to  set 
a  Christianas  teeth  on  edge.  Then  he  ex- 
tracted from  the  first  mentioned  trunk  a 
white  pocket-handkerchief— an  exemplary 
one,  that  had  gone  through  four  Sundays* 
show,  (not  uM,  be  it  understood,)  and  yet 
was  capable  of  exhibition  again.  A  pair  of 
sky-coloured  kid  gbves  next  made  their 
appearance ;  which,  nowever,  showed  such 
barefaced  marks  of  former  service  as  ren- 
6^veA  indispensable  a  ten  minutes*  rubbing 
with  bread  crumbs.  His  Sunday  hat,  care- 
fully covered  with  silver-paper,  was  next 
gently  removed  from  its  well-worn  box — 
ah,  how  lightly  and  delicately  did  he  pass 
his  smoothing  hand  round  its  glossy  sur- 
huoe !  Lastly,  he  took  down  a  thin  black 
eane,  with  a  gilt  head,  and  full  brown  tas- 
seJ,  from  a  j^eig  behind  the  door— and  his 
toiiBt  wa&  complete.  Laying  down  his  cane 

Ar  #  moment,  he  pneeed  hia  bands  agtun 
-^f^ngh  hisluur,  amnging  it  to  as  to  fall 


nicely  on  each  side  beneath  his  hat,  which 
he  then  placed  upon  his  head,  with  an  ele- 
gant inclination  towards  the  left  side.  He 
waa  really  not  bad-looking,  in  spite  of  his 
sandy-coloured  hair.  His  forehead,  to  be 
sure,  was  cpntracted,  and  his  eyes  of  a  very 
light  cdoar,  and  a  trifie  too  protuberant; 
but  his  mouth  was  rather  well-formed,  and 
being  seldom  closed,. exhibittd  very  beauti- 
ful teeth;  and  his  nose  was  of  that  descrip- 
tion which  generally  passes  for  a  Roman 
nose.  His  countenance  wore  generally  a 
smile,  and  was  expressive  of— tolf-satisfad- 
tion;  and  surely  any  expression  is  better  . 
than  none  at  all.  As  for  the  sliorhtest  trace 
of  inUUed  in  it,  I  should  be  misleading  the 
re^er  if  I  were  to  say  any  thing  of  the  sort. 
He  was  about  five  feet  ty%  inches  in  height, 
and  rather  strongly  set,  with  a  little  tenden* 
icy  to  round  sho^ders :— bat  his  limbs  were 
pliant  and  his  motions  nimble. 

Here  you  have,  then,  Mr.  Tittlebat  Tit- 
mouse to  the  life— certainly  no  more  than 
an  average  sample  of  his  kind ;  but  as  he  is 
to  go  through  a  considerable  variety  of  situ- 
ation and  circamstance,  I  thought  you  would 
like  to  have  him  as  distinctly  before  youx 
mind^s  ^e  as  it  was  in  my  power  to  present 
him.  Well— he  put  his  hat  on,  as  1  have 
said :  buttoned  the  lowest  two  buttons  of 
his  surtout,  and  stuck  his  white  pocket- 
handkerchief  into  the  outside  poclcet  in 
front,  as  already  mentioned,  disposing  it  so 
as  to  let  a  little  of  it  appear  above  tlie  edge 
of  the  pocket,  with  a  sort  of  careful  careless- 
ness— a  graceful  contrast  to  the  blue ;  drew 
on  his  gloves ;  took  his  cane  in  his  hand ; 
drained  the  last  sad  remnant  in  his  coffee- 
cup  ;  and,  the  sun  shining  in  the  full  splen- 
dour of  a  July  noon,  and  promising  a  glori- 
ous day,  forth  sallied  this  poor  fellowj  tn 
Oxford  Street  Adonis,  going  forth  conquer- 
ing and  to  conquer !  Fetty  finery  without, 
a  pinched  and  stinted  stomach  within;  a 
case  of  Back  vemu  Belly,  ^as  the  lawyers 
would  say,)  the  plaintiff  wmninffin  a  can- 
ter! Forth  sallied,  I  say,  Mr.  Titmouse, 
down  the  narrow,  creaking,  close  staircase, 
which  he  had  not  quittea  before  he  heaid 
exclaimed  from  an  opposite  window,  <<  My 
eyes,  onH  that  a  sweU  V'  He  felt  how  true 
the  observation  was,  and  that  at  that  mo- 
ment he  was  somewhat  out  of  his  element; 
so  he  hurried  on,  and  soon  reached  the  great 
broad  street,  apostrophized  by  the  celebrated 
Opium-eater,  with  bitter  feeling,  as-^*  Ox- 
ford Street!— stony-hearted  step-mother!—-^ 
Thou  that  listenest  to  the  sighs  of  orphans 
and  drinkest  the  tears  of  chudren.**  Her9« 
though  his  spirits  were  not  just  then  very 
buoyant,  the  poor  dandy  br^tiiedtnore  free* 

nasty  crowded  qqkuX  ^\onextkfQ:tC^^\s0^ 
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iMliad  Jntt  quitted.  lb  paMed  and  met 
tmndieM  who,  like  himself,  seemed  released 
&r  a  precious  day's  inteiral  from  intense 
toil  and  nuserable  confinement  daring  tfie 
week;  but  there  were  not  maiij  of  them 
who  had  any  pretensions  to  vie  with  him  in 
elegance  of  appearance— and  that  was  a 
htxtuy!  Who  could  do  justice  to  the  air 
with  which  he  strutted  along  1  He  felt  as 
happr,  poor  soul,  in  his  little  ostentation,  as 
his  Uonnthian  rival  in  tip-top  turnout,  after 
twfce  as  long,  and  as  anxious,  and  fif^ 
times  as  expensive,  preparations  for  effeo- 
Ure  public  display !  Nay,  my  poor  swell  Was 
greatly  the  supenor  of  such  an  one  as  I  hare 
alluded  to.  Titmouse  duK,  to  a  great  dfr- 
greo,  bedizen  his  back  at  the  expense  of  his 
belly;  whereas,  the  Corindiian  exquisite, 
too  often  taking  advantage  of  citation  and 
influence,  recklessly  both  satiates  his  apjpe- 
tite  within,  and  decorates  his  person  with- 
out, at  the  expense  of  innumerable  heart- 
aohing  creditors.  I  do  not  mean,  howerer, 
to  claim  any  real  merit  for  'Htmouse  on  tiiis 
score,  because  I  am  not  sure  hew  he  would 
act  if  he  were  to  become  possessed  of  his 
magnificent  rival's  means  and  opportunities 
for  the  perpetration  of  gentlemanly  frauds 
en  a  magnificent  scale.  But  we  shall,  per- 
haps, see  by  and  by.  He  walked  along 
with  leisurely  step ;  for  haste  and  perspira- 
tion were  vulgar,  and  he  had  the  day  before 
him. 

Observe  the  careless  glance  of  self-satis- 
fiiction  with  which  he  occasionally  regarded 
his  bright  boots,  with  their  martial  i4>peii- 
dsffe,  giving  out  a  faint  tingling  souna  as 
he  heavily  trod  the  broad  flags ;  nis  spotless 
trovfsers,  his  tight  surtout,  and  the  tip  of 
white  handkerchief  peepinig  accidentally 
out  in  front!  A  pleasant  Bi||ht  it  was  to 
behold  him  in  a  chance  rencontre  with  some 
one  genteel  enough  to  be  recognized — as  he 
stooo,  resting  on  nis  left  leg;  his  left  arm 
stuck  upon  nis  hip;  his  right  leff  easily 
bent  outwards ;  his  ri^ht  hand  lightly  hold- 
ing his  ebon  cane,  with  the  g^t-head  of 
which  he  occasionally  tapped  his  teeth  ;^  and 
his  e)res,  half^losed,  scrutinizing  the  face 
and  figure  of  each/*j9re^  goT'  as  she  pass- 
ed !  This  was  indeed  happiness,  as  far  as 
his  forlorn  condition  could  admit  of  his  en- 
joying it  He  had  no  particular  object  in 
view.  A  tiff  over-night  with  two  of  his 
■hopmates  had  broken  off  a  party  which 
they  had  a^-eed  the  Sunday  preeedingrhi 
forming,  to  go  to  Greenwich  on  the  ensuing 
Sunday;  and  this  little  circumstance  a  little 
soured  his  temper,  depressed  as  were  his 
spirits  before.  He  resolved  to-day  to  walk 
straight  on,  and  dine  somewhere  a  little  way 


make  his  appearanoe  m  Hyde  Park,  ^  to  sei 

the  fiishions,'*  which  was  nis  favouiite  Sun- 
day occupation. 

His  condition  was,  indeed,  fbrlom  In  tha 
extreme.  To  say  nothing  of  his  protpeeU 
in  life— what  was  his  present  oondiltonf 
A  shopman,  with  £25  a  year,  out  of  whidi 
he  had  to  find  his  clothing,  washing,  lodgw 
ing,  and  all  other  ncidenui  expenses— 4us 
b<»rd  being  found  him  by  his  employenu 
He  was  five  weeks  in  arrear  to  his  landUady 
—a  corpulent  did  termagant,  whom  nothing 
could  have  induced  him  to  tiA  offending, 
but  his  overmastering  love  of  finery;  for  a 
grieve  to  say,  that  this  deficiency  had.  been 
occasioned  by  his  purehase  of  the  ring  ha 
then  wore  with  so  much  pride.  How  ha 
had  contrived  to  pacify  her — ^lie  upon  lie  as 
he  must  have  had  recourse  to— 4  know  not. 
He  was  in  debt,  too,  to  his  poor  washerwof 
man  in  six  or  seven  shillings  for  nearly  a 

auarter's  washing;  and  owed  five  times 
lat  amount  to  a  fittle  old  tailor,  who,  with 
huge  spectacles  on  his  nose,  tamed  up  to 
him,  out  of  a  little  cupboard  which  he  oc- 
cupied in  Closet  Court,  and  which  Tit- 
mouse had  to  pass  whenever  he  went  to  or 
from  his  lodgings,  a  lean,  sallow,  vrrinkled 
fiuse,  imploring  him  to  "settle  his  small  ac- 
count" All  Uie  cash  in  hand  which  he  had 
to  meet  contingencies  between  that  day  and 
quarter-day,  which  was  six  weeks  ofll,  was 
about  twen^-nix  shillings,  of  which  he  had 
taken  one  for  the  present  day*s  expenses ! 

Revolving  these  somewhat  disheartening 
matters  in  his  mind,  he  passed  easily  and 
leisurely  along  the  whole  length  of  Oxford 
Street  No  one  could  have  judged  from  his 
dressy  appearance,  the  constant  smiric  on 
his  face,  and  his  confident  air,  how  very 
miserable  that  poor  dandy  was ;  but  three- 
fourths  of  his  misery  were  occasioned  by 
the  impossibility  he  felt  of  his  ever  being 
able  to.indulge  in  his  propensities  for  finery 
and  display.  Nothing  better  had  he  to  oe- 
eupy  his  few  thoughts.  He  had  had  only  a 
plain  mercantile  Mucation,  as  it  is  called^ 
t.  c.  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic :  be- 
yond a  very  moderate  acquaintance  wi^ 
these  he  knew  nothing  whatever;  not  hav^ 
ing  read  more  than  a  few  novels,. and  playsi 
am  sporting  newspapers.  Deplorable,  honF^ 
ever,  as  were  his  cironmstancee  ■ 

*  Hopt  spriocs  eternal  in  the  hanuui  braMt" 

And  probably,  in  common  with  moat  wkc 
are  misereble  from  stmitened  circnmstanoea, 
he  often  conceived,  and  secretly  relied  upon, 
the  possibility  of  an  unexpected  change  for 
the  better;  he  had  heard  and  read  of  extra- 


•traight  on,  and  dme  somewhere  a  little  w^  oidmaTy  t^MaoHj^cn.    Yi^^iKi^^^^w 
^t  ^towji,  by  way  ofpasmng  the  time  till  \be  <me  ot  i3ftft  \ajci:«\     K.  'MDl  ^fiA.  t^s^ 
Bar  o'filock,  zt  which  how  he  tntewied  to\ttl\\xiViy%^WBAKBpk-«B^^ 
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in  his  eofisideiationt  &e  iMtt  nalikely  way 
•  f  lack*ft  adTent;  or  some  oae  mi^t  leave 
him  money ;  or  he  might  win  a  prize  in  the 
lottexy;— 4ll  these,  and  other  accidental 
modes  of  getting  enriched,  freauently  occur- 
red to  the  well-reffulated  mind  of  Mr.  Tit^ 
tlebat  Titmouse ;  out  he  nerer  once  thought 
of  determined,  unwearying  industry  Sad 
perseverance  in  the  way  of  his  business 
conducing  to  such  a  result. 

Is  his  ease  a  solitary  one  1^-Dear  reader, 
you  may  be  unlike  poor  Tittlebat  Titmouse 
ID  every  resnect  except  one ! 

On  he  walked  towards  Bayswater;  and 
finding  he  was  yet  early,  and  considering 
that  the  fiuther  he  went  rrom  town  the  bet- 
ter prospect  there  was  of  his  being  able, 
with  a  little  sacrifice  of  appearances,  to  get 
a  dinner  consistent  with  tne  means  he  car* 
rted  about  with  him,  viz.  one  shilling, 
he  pursued  his  way  a  mile  or  two  beyomi 
Bayswater,  and  sure  enough,  came  at  length 
upon  a  nice  little  public  house  on  the  road- 
side, called  the  iSquaretoes  Arms.  Very 
tired,  and  quite  smothered  with  dust,  he 

^^Wst  sat  down  in  a  small  back  room  to  rest 
himself;  and  took  the  opportunity  to  call 

'  for  a  clothes-brush  and  moe-brush,  to  re- 
lieve his  clothes  and  boots  from  the  heavy 
dost  upon  them.  Having  thus  attended  to 
his  outward  man,  as  far  as  circumstances 
would  permit,  he  bethought  himself  of  his 
inner  man,  whose  cravings  he  satisfied  with 
a  pretty  substantia]  mutton  pie  and  a  pint 
ofporter.  This  fare,  together  with  a  penny 
to  the  little  girl  who  waited  on  him,  cost 
him  tenpence;  and  having  somewhat  re- 
frashed  himself,  he  beffsn  to  think  of  return- 
ing to  town.  Having  lit  one  of  his  two  ci- 
gars, he  sallied  forth,  puffing  along  with  an 
air  of  quiet  enjoyment.  Dmner,  however 
humble,  seldom  fails,  especially  when  ac- 
companied by  a  fair  drac^ht  of  good  porter, 
in  some  considerable  degree  to  tranquillize 
the  animal  spirits ;  and  uiat  soothing  effect 
began  soon  to  be  experienced  by  Ittr.  Tit- 
mouse. The  sedative  eauu  he  erroneously 
attributed  to  the  cigar  he  was  smoking^; 
whereas  in  &et  the  only  tobacco  he  had 
imbibed  was  from  the  porter.  But,  how- 
ever that  mi^t  be,he  certainly  returned  to^ 
waids  town  m  a  far  calmer  and  even  more 
cheerful  humour  than  that  in  which  he  had 
quitted  it  an  hour  or  two  before. 

As  he  approached  Cumberland  Gate,  it 
wanted  about  a  quarter  to  five;  and  the  Park 
might  be  said  to  be  at  its  acme  of  fashion, 
■s  for  as  that  could  be  indicated  by  a 
sluggish  stream  of  carria^,  three  and  four 
abreast— eoroneted  panels  in  abundance— 

MBohle  mad  wdU'known  equestrians  of  both 
r  in  troops^'^tnd  some  thousand  pedes- 
oftife  aatbedescripdaau    So  continu- 


ons waste tfurong of eairitges  and  hon^* 
men,  that  Titmouse  did  not  find  it  the  easiest 
matter  in  the  world  to  shoot  across  the  fooi* 
path  in  the  minor  circle.  That,  however, 
ne  safely  accomplished,  encountering  no 
moresenous  mischance  than  the  subdued 
*'  D — m  your  eyes !  **  of  a  groom,  between 
whom  and  his  master  Mr.  Titmouse  had 
presumed  to  intervene.  What  a  crowd  of 
elegant  women,  many  of  them  young  and 
beuitiful,  (who  but  such,  to  be  sure,  would 
become,  or  be  allowed  to  become,  pedestri- 
ans in  the  Park  1)  he  encountered  as  ne  slow- 
ly sauntered  on,  all  of  them  obsequiously 
attended  by  brilliant  beaux!  Lords  and 
ladies  were  here  manifestly  as  plentiful  as 
plebeians  in  Oxford  Street.  What  an  en- 
chanted ground ! — ^How  delicious  this  soft 
crush  and  flutter  of  aristocracy !  Poor  Tiw 
mouse  felt  his  utter  insignificance.  Many 
a  sigh  of  dissatisfaction  and  envy  escapect 
him;  yet  he  stepped  along  withatoloaoly 
assured  air,  looiang  every  body  he  met 
straight  in  the  fiice,  and  occasionally  twirl- 
ing fu>out  his  little  cane  with  an  air  whic^ 
seemed  to  say— ^*  Whatever  opinion  you 
may  form  of  me,  I  have  a  very  good  opinion 
of  myself.*^  Indeed,  was  he  not  as  much  a 
man — an  Englishman — as  the  best  of  them  1 
What  was  the  real  difference  between 
Count  Do-'em-all  and  Mr.  Tittlebat  Tit- 
mouse! Only  that  the  Count  had  dark 
whiskers,  and  owed  more  money  than  Mr. 
Titmouse's  creditors  could  be  persuaded  to 
allow  him  to  owe!  Would  to  heaven-^ 
thought  Titmouse— that  any  one  tailor  would 
patronize  him,  as  half-a-dozen  had  patro- 
nized the  Count !  If  pretty  ladies  of  quality 
did  not  disdain  a  waltung  advertisement  of 
three  or  four  first-rate  tailors,  like  the  Count, 
why  should  they  turn  up  their  noses  at  an  as- 
sistant in  an  extensive  wholesale  and  retail 
establishment  in  Oxford  Street,  conversant 
with  the  qualities  and  prices  of  the  most 
beautiful  articles  of  female  attire  ?  Lean- 
ing against  the  railing  in  a  studied^  attitude, 
and  eyeing  wistfully  each  gay  and  fiishion- 
able  equipage,  with  its  often  lovely,  and 
sometimes  uiughty  enclosuve,  as  it  rolled 
slowly  nast  hun,  Mr.  Titmouse  became 
more  ana  mpre  convinced  that  the  only  real 
distinction  between  mankind  was  that  effect- 
ed by  money.  Want  of  money  alone  had 
placed  him  in  his  present  abject  position. 
Abject  indeed!  By  the  great  folk,  who 
were  passing  him  on  all  sides,  he^elt,  well- 
dressed  as  he  believed  himself  to  be,  that  he 
was  no  more  noticed  than  if  he  had  been  a 
ramu&  >  blue-bottle  fly,  or  a  black  beetle ! 
He  looked,  and  sighed— sighed,  and  look- 
ed—looked, and  sighed  again,  in  a  kind  ot 
agonj  of  yaixk  \oxi|ni^.  'WrWfeViv^  Quly 
i  £y  m  the  weaV  ((XM^i^^^CbSov^  ^iei^y^\^'«^ 


lEIf:  THOUSAND  A  TBAK 


Umawiiig  like  ft  gentfemaa  In  tfi6  w<M 
tpraa  mpidly  dnwing  to  f  doee,  and  he  was 
beffinmng  to  think  of  letttming  to*the  do^ 
hoM  he  had  erawled  out  of  in  the  inonung» 
iad  the  ahop  for  the  feat  of  the  week;  the 
mat,  the  gay,  and  the  happy  folka  he  waa 
Moking  at,  were  thinking  of  dming  home 
to  dieaa  for  their  erand  cunnera,  an^  to  lay 
imt  every  kind  of  fine  amoaement  for  the 
ensoinff  week,  and  that  waa  the  aort  of  life 
Ibey  lea  oTeiy  day  in  the  week.  He  heav- 
ed a  profound  aigh.  At  that  moment  a 
aoperb  cab,  with  a  gentleman  in  it  dieaaed 
in  mat  elegance,  and  with  a  very  keen  and 
atruung  countenance,  came  up  with  a  cab 
of  atill  more  exquiaite  atmctare  and  appoint- 
menta,  in  which  aate  a  yoongman,  evident* 
ly  of  conaeqaenee;  very  handaome,  with 
aplendid  muatachioa;  pmectl^  weU"drea»- 
ed;  holdinff  the  reina  and  whip  gracefully 
in  hia  haoda,  gliatening  ih  atraw-coloied 
kid  glovee— and  between  the  two  gentlemen 
enaned  the  following  low-toned  coUoqay, 
whidi  it  were  to  be  wiahed  that  every  Bach 
aigfalng  aimpleton  (ub  Titmouae  muat,  I' 
iaar,  now  appear  to  ue  reader)  ooold  have 
overheard. 

**  Ah,  Fits !  '*  aaid  the  former  mentioned 
ffentleman  to  the  latter,  who  bluahed  acap- 
let  when  he  perceived  who  had  addreaaed 
Um — **  when  did  Vou  return  to  town)  " 

*«  Laat  night  only.'* 

"  Enjoyed  youraelf,  I  hope  t" 

«*  Pretty  well— but  I  auppoae 

«*  Sorry  for  it,*'  interrupted  4ie~firat  apeak- 
er  in  a  lower  tone,  perceiving  the  vexation 
ai  hia  companion,  **but  can't  help  it,  you 
know." 

•♦When!" 

«•  To4norrow  at  nine.  Monafrona  aorry 
for  it — ^'pon  my  aoul,  Fitz,  yon  really  muat 
look  aharp,  or  the  thing  won't  go  on  much 
longer." 

^  Must  it  be,  really  t"  inquired  tiie  other, 
biting  hie  lipB-^«t  that  moment  kisaing  hia 
hand  to  a  very  beautiful  girl,  who  alowly 
paaaed  him  in  a  coroneted  chariot— **  muat 
It  really  be,  Joe  1 "  he  repeated,  turning  to- 
warda  hia  companion  a  pale  and  bitterly 
chagnned  countenance* 

*«  JPoa,  'pon  my  life.  Cage  clean,  how- 
ever, and  not  very  full—" 

«*  Would  not  JVedna$dav?^ ^"  inquired 

the  other,  leanine  forward  towaida  the  fot* 
mer  ape^cer's  «£,  and  whispering  with  an 
atr  of  intena^  eameetnesa.  ^  The  fact  is 
I've  epgaffements  at  C— ^'a  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday  nights  with  one  or  two  coun- 
try coudna,  and  I  may  be  in  eondition«-eh? 
you  undtoatandt " 

Hia  companion  shook  his  head  distrustr 

"Vpaamj  word  aoJ  hmipiir  aa  a  gentle* 


i» 


,  ifa  the  fact!**  aaid  the  oOer^  in  if 
low  vehement  tone. 

♦*  Then— say  Wedneaday,  nine  o'clock, 
A.  M.  You  underatandl  No  miatake, 
FitB ! "  replied  hia  companion,  looking  him 
steadily  in  the  face  as  he  apoke. 

♦*  ^f one— honour !"— After  a  pause*-* 
«*Who  iait!" 

Hia  coomanion  took  a  alip  of  paper  out 
of  hia  pocket,  and  in  a  whiaper  read  from 
it-^«Gaba,  hameaa,  &e.,  dgl97, 10»." 

^  A  villain !  It'a  been  of  only  eighteen, 
months'  standing,"  interrupted  the  other, 
in  an  indignant  mutter. 

**  Between  ouraelvea,  he  ia  rather  a  aharp 
hand.  Then,  I  am  aorry  to  say  there'a  a 
detainer  or  two  I  have  had  a  hint  of- 


» 


their  aonla !"  exclaimed  the  other, 
with  an  expieaaion  of  minffled  diaffuat, 
vexation,  and  hatred,  and  aiUmg,  ♦*  Wed« 
neaday,  nine"— ^bove  off  a  picture  of  tran- 
quil enjoyment. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  he  waa  a  fashion- 
able younff  apendtfarift,  and  tiie  other  a 
aheriff'a  officer  of  the  first  wateii— the  ge»-' 
teeleat  htak  tiiat  ever  waa  known  or  heafd 
of— who  had  been  on  the  look-out  for  lum 
several  daya,  and  with  whom  the  happy 
youngater  was  doomed  to  spend  some  con- 
siderwle  time  at  a  cheerral  reeidence  in 
Chanoerr  Lane,  bleeding  gold  at  every  pore 
the  whiles— hia  only  diance  of  avoiaing 
which,  waa,  aa  he  had  truly*  hinted,  an 
h<moarable  attempt  on  the  purses  of  tw« 
hoeraitable  country  eousins,  in  the  mean- 
while, at  C  'a!  And  if  he  did  not  sue- 
oeed  in  that  enterpiiae,  ao  tiiat  he  muti  so 
to  cage,  he  loet  the  only  chance  he  had  for 
acme  time  of  aecuiing  an  exemption  firoaa 
such  annoyance,  by  entering  Pariiannnt  to 
protect  the  libertiea  of  die  people— «n  do-' 
quent  and  reaolnte  dianipion  of  freedom  ia 
trade,  religion  and  every  thing  else;  an 
abolitioiiiat  of  every  thing,  including,  espe- 
cially, negro  alavery  and  impriaoninent  lor 
debt— two  execrable  violationa  of  the  natn- 
ral  righta  of  numddad. 

But  we  have,  for  aeveral  mintetsa,  loat 
eight  of  the  admiring  Titmooae. 

^  Why,"  tb<mgfat  he,  am  /  thus  apiteA 
by  fortune  t*-^l%e  only  thing  ahe'a  givcna 
me  is— nothing!"    ^D^^  eoery  tkingt** 
exclaimed  Mr.  Tttrikouae  aloud,  at  tfaeaama 
time  ataiting  off,  to  the  infiidte  aatoniahnMDt 
of  an  old  peer,  who  had  been  for  acme  mi-< 
nutea  standing  leaning  against  &e  railing, 
close  beside hiBo,  who  wasmaater  of  amag- 
nificent  fortune,  *<with  all  appUanoea  and 
meana  to  boot :"  with  a  fine  gnwiMip  & 
mily,  hia  eldeat  aon  and  heir  h«i^  iail 
gained  a  DouU<a¥\nX^«tiA^^R«B£aMa^^«tni 
dfiia;  msny  Tnaasiiisfnft  Vk  ^aSS«i«GX"^»3f^  A 
^a\«M',  «i«rQamk%a  "  ""^"^ 
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neat ;  tfie  nptoaentatlte  of  one  of  the  old- 
est fiunilies  m  England ;  bnt  who  at  that 
noraent  loathed  erery  thing  and  everybody, 
Uiolttd||ig  himself,  beeauaethe  minister  had 
that  day  inUmated  to  him  that  he  eould  not 
give  him  a  Vacant  riband,  for  which  he  had 
applied,  nnless  he  Conld  eoramand  two 
more  votes  in  the  Lower  House,  and  which 
at  present  he  saw  no  earthly  meana  of  doing. 
Yea,  the  Earl  of  Ghevioidale  and  Mr.  llt- 
tlebat  Titmouse  were  both  miserable  men ; 
ooth  had  been  hardly  dealt  with  by  fortune; 
both  were  greatly  to  be  pitied;  and  both 
quitted  the  Park,  aboat&e  same  time,  with 
a  decided  misanthropic  tendency. 

Mr.  Titmouse  walked  along  Piccadilly 
with  a  truly  chop&llen  and  disconsolate 
air.  He  almoat  felt  dissatisfied  even  with 
his  personal  appearance.  Dress  as  he 
would,  no  one  seemed  to  care  a  curse  for 
him;  and,  to  hk  momentarily  Jaundiced 
eye,  he  seemed  eauipoed  in  only  seeond- 
Buided  and  ahaboy  nneiy — and  tfien  he 
was  really  such  a  poor  deril.  Do  not  let 
the  reader  suppose  that  tiiis  was  an  unusual 
mood   with   Titmouse.    No   such  thing. 

^Ae  the  Irishman  who  *^  married  a  wife  to 
make  him  im^nfy;**  and  also  not  mdifce 
the  moth  that  imi/hBimt  the  brightness  that 
is  her  deatnietion;  so  poor  Titmouse,  Sun- 
day after  Sunday  dressed  himself  out  as 
elaborately  as  he  had  done  on  the  present 
ooeasion,  and  then  always  betook  bimself 
ts  the  scene  he  had  Just  aoain  witnessed, 
and  'vHiich  once  again  had  excited  only 
tifeose  feelings  of  envy,  bitterness,  and  de- 
spair, which  I  haVe  been  describing,  and' 
which,  on  every  such  occasion,  he  experi- 
enced with,  if  possible,  increased  intensity. 
VThat  to  do  with  himself  till  it  was  time 
ts  letum  to  his  cheeriess  lodginirs  he  did 
net  exactly  know;  so  he  loiteildSlong  ata 
snail's  pace.  He  stood  for  some  time  sta- 
ring at  the  passengers,  their  lugga^,  the 
0oaches  tiiey  were  ascending  and  aliehting 

,  firam,  and  listeninff  to  the  strange  medley  ot 
eoachmen^s  guaras*  and  porters*  Todiem- 
tlons,  and  passengers'  greetings  and  leave- 
takings— ouways  to  be  obsOTved  at  the 
White  Horse  Cellar.  Then  he  passed 
akmg,  till  a  street  row,  near  the  Haymarket, 
sfttiacted.  hie  attention  and  interested  his 
ibelings;  for  it  ended  in  a  regular  set-to  be- 
tween  two  watermen  attached  to  the  adioin- 
inrcoae}v«tand.  Here  he  concaved  him- 
sfllf  looking  on  witii  an  easy  air  of  a  swell; 
wad  1h»  oniinaiy  penalty  (pajring  for  his 
footing)  was  attempted  to  be  exacted  from 

'  him ;  out  he  had  nodiing  to  be  picked  out 
of  any  of  his  pobkels  exe^t  that  under  his 
wmjrnom,  Bsd  whieb  oontained  his  white 

AutdkerchioK  7%isofwv  he  struck  into 


night,)  harrying  up  to  snoiier  crowd  at  tfis 
further  end,iie  round  a  man  preaching  widi 
infinite  energy.  Mr.  Titmouse  looked  eot 
and  listened  tor  two  or  three  minutes  with 
apparent  interest;  and  then,  with  a  eoQn- 
tenance  in  which  pity  struggled  with  coo* 
tempt,  muttered,  loud  enough  to  be  heard 
by  all  near  him,  ^  poor  devil ;  '*  and  walk- 
ed off.  He  had  not  proceeded  many  steps, 
before  it  occurred  to  nim  that  a  friend— one 
Robert  Huckaback— much  such  another  one 
as  himself— lived  in  one  of  the  narrow,  din 
gy  streets  in  the  neighbourhood.  He  de- 
termined to  take  the  chances  of  his  belnvat 
home,  and  if  so,  of  spending  the  remaiiraer 
of  the  eveiung  vdth  him.  Huckaback's 
({carters  were  in  the  same  ambitioos  prox 
imity  to  heaven  as  his  own ;  the  only  o  iflfer 
ence  being,  that  they  were  a  trifle  cheapei 
and  larger.  He  answered  the  door  himsell. 
having  only  the  moment  before  letomed 
from  Acf  Sunday's  excursion— t.  e.  ths 
Jack  Strafe  Castle  Tea  Gardens,  at  High- 
bury, where,  in  company  with  several  of  nis 
friends,  he  had  "spent  a  jolly  afWmoon." 
He  ordered  in  a  glass  of  negus  firom  the  ad- 
joining public  house,  atler  some  discussion, 
which  ended  in  an  agreement  that  he  should 
stand  treat  that  night,  and  Titmouse  on  the 
ensuing  one.  As  soon  as  the  negus  arrived, 
accompaided  by  two  captains'  biscuitSi 
which  looked  so  hard  and  hopeless  that 
they  would  have  made  the  nerv^  thrill 
within  the  teeth  that  attenmted  to  masticats 
them,  the  capdie  was  lit— Huckaback  hand 
ed  a  cigar  to  his  friend ;  both  began  to  puft 
away,  and  chatter  pleasantly  oonceming  the 
many  events  of  the  daj. 

"Any  thing  stirring  m  to-day's  *  Flash  V  '• 
inquired  Titmouse,  as  his  eye  cauj(ht  si^ 
of  a  copy  of  that  able  and  interesting  Sun 
day  newspaper,  which  Huckaback  hiM  hired 
for  the  evening  from  the  news-shop  on  the 
g^round-iloor  of  his  lodgings. 

"  Not  knowing,  can't  say,"  answered  his 
friend,  removing  his  jigar  with  his  ri^ht 
hand,  and  then,  with  closed  eyes  and  in- 
flated cheeks,  he  very  slowly*  ejected  ib» 
smoke  which  he  had  last  inhaled,  and  rose 
and  took  down  the  paper  from  the  shelC 

"Here's  a  mark  or  a  beastly  porter  pot 
that's  been  set  upon  it,  by  all  that's  holy  ! 
It's  been  at  the  public  house !  Too  bad  off 
Mrs.  Coprgs  to  send  it  to  me  in  this  state!** 
said  he,  handling  it  as  though  its  touch  were 
contamination.    "  Faugh !  now  it  stinks  P 

"What  a  horrid  beast  she  must  be!** 
exclaimed  Titmouse,  in  like  mamer  exnt^ 
ling  his  mouthful  of  smoke.  "  But,  since 
better  can't  be  had,  let's  hear  what  news  is 

in  it.    D e,  it's  the  only  paper  publuilw 

I  ed,  in  my  q^uaou^  ^^i?a  'wotCfik.  i«u&aui^ 


^Tonrv^wAen^  (he  WIS  in  inektel[4ynf  filets  %tiC^^^^^        "^ 
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'•BmaH  eons  to  fhrna  yet,**  leplkd 
lt«ekabaek,  fixing  his  fa^  on  anath«r  onair, 
tna  df»wing  the  candle  cloeer  to  the  paper. 
•«It  saya,  b}r  the  wbt,  that  the  Duke  of 
pnnderiiead  is  certainly  making  up  to  Mrs. 
Thumpe*  the  rich  Niirfatinan'a  widow  >-a 


Thumpey  the  rich  Ni^tman' 

preeiooa  good  hit  ^t,  ian*t  it  I    Yon  know 

the  Duke^s  as  poor  as  a  rat!'* 

MOh!Ma(*«nonewa.  Itwillqiiitosethisi 
np— and  no  mistake.  SeentfaeUukeerBrl" 

«•  Ye--es !  Oh,  seTeral  times !"— This 
was  a  lie,  and  Tittlebat  knew  that  it  was. 

•*  D       .d  grood  looking,  I  suppoaer' 

**Why — middling;  I  ahonld  say  mid- 
dling. Know  &ome  that  needn't  fear  to 
eomoare  with  him-— eh!  Tittlebat V'-nand 
Hnckaback  winked  archly  at  his  fiiend. 

««Ah,  ha,  ha!— a  pretty  joke!  Bat, 
oome  that's  a  good  chap!  You  can't  be 
reading  both  of  them  •at4)nee  give  na  the 
other  sheet,  and  set  Ifae  candle  fiir  betwixt 
Its !  Come,  fair's  Ihe  word !" 

Huckaback,  thus  appealed  to,  did  as  his 
fiiend  reqaested;  and  the  two  iHends  read 
yvkd  smoked  some  minutes  in  silence. 

^  Well— -I  shall  spell  over  the  adTcrtiae- 
ments  now,"  said  Titmouse;  *« there's  a 
pretQr  lot  of  theniF-and  Fre  read  every 
thing  else— precious  little  there  is,  Aere,  be- 
sides !  So,  here  goes !— Que  fimy  hear  of  a 
prime  situation,  you  know— -and  I'm  quite 
sick  of  Dowlas !'' 

Another  interval  of  silence  ensued.  Hock- 
aback  was  deep  in  the  details  of  a  trial  for 
murder ;  and  Titmouse,  after  having  glanced 
listlessly  over  the  entertaining  mat  sheet 
of  advertbements,  was  on  the  point  of  lay- 


ot  lav- 
h^n  he 


inqoirsd  TUmovSy  Ul  mfm  ^M  glosd  to 

the  newspaper. 

'*  No— by  Geor^ !  Nefer  was  eiAier  «f 
ns  fellows  so  precioos  wide  awake  in  oar 
lives  before,  that  I'll  answer  for!"  Tii- 
mouse  sate  still  and  silent,  and  turned  very 


««Read  it  up.  Hack!— Let's  hear  how  it 
jocMMb,  and  then  we  shall  believe  it!'* 

Hnckaback  read  it  aloud. 

**It  sounds  like  something,  ^lon't  itt** 
inquired  Titoionse,  his  odour  a  little  return* 
ing. 

**  Uncommon ! — ^If  this  isn't  something, 
then  there's   nothing  in   any  thing   any 


more 


p» 


ing  down  his  half  of  the  paper,  w 
suddenly  started  in  his  chair,  and  stam- 
mered— 

"  Hdlo  '—hollo !— Why— " 

*«  What's  the  matter,  Tit !— eh  !"  inquired 
Hnckaback,  grea^  astonished. 

For  a  moment.  Titmouse  made  no  answer, 
but  fixed  his  eyes  intently  on  the  paper, 
which  began  to  rustle  in  his  trembling 
hands.  What  occasioned  this  eloquent 
ottti>reak,  with  ite  subsequent  agitalionv  was 
the  following  advertisement : 

**  Next  of  Km. — ^Important^— Tlie  next 
of  kin,  if  any  such  there  oe,  of  Gabriel  Titr 
tlebat  Titmouse,  formeriy  of  Whithaven, 
cordwainer,  and  wtio  died  somewhere  about 
the  year  1793,  in  London,  may  hear  of 
something  of  the  obbatbst  possibu  imfob- 
TANCB  to  liimself,  or  heiself,  or  themselves, 
by  immediately  communicating  with  Measrs. 
Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snapr,  solicitors.  Saf- 
fron Hill.  No  time  is  to  be  lost.  9th  July, 
18^^    The  third  adomimmeni:* 

M  By  George!  Here  ti  a  go !"  exckimed 
Hoekabackf  aJmott  aa  much  fiastsrad. 

**  Wa  ana't  diesuniag,  Hockyi  are  weV^ 


*«No!— 410W,  do  you  really  think  sot** 
said  Titmouse,  seeking  further  confirmation 
than  he  had  yet  deiivra  from  his  senses  of 
sight  snd  hearing. 

<tIdo,by !  WKatagoitis!  Well, 

my  poor  old  mother  used  to  say,  *  depend 
i>n  it,  wonders  never  vHU  cease ;'  and  curae 
me  if  she  ever  said  a  truer  word !" 

Titmouse  again  read  over  the  advertise 
ment;  and  thm  relighting  his  fragment  or 
eigar,  puffed  eamesSy  in  silence  for  some 
momente. 

**8uch  things  never  happens  to  such  a 
poor  devil  of  a  chap  as  me!"  exclaimed 
Huckaback  with  a  sigh. 

«'  What  u  in  the  wind,  I  wonder!"  mat- 
tered Titmouse. 

*«  Who  knows-^hem!— who  knows.  Bnl 
now  reaily — ^"  he  paused,  and  once  more 
read  over  ttie  pregnant  paragraph.  ^iteanU 
-—no,  it  canU  be—'' 

(« What,  Tit  t  what  can't  be  t"  interrupted 
Huckaback  eagerly. 

*'  Why,  I've  been  thinking— •but  what  do 
you  think,  eh  !<—4t  can't  be  a  cursed  hoaX 
of  the  chaps  in  the  premises  at  Dowlasi" 

"*Bo ! — ^Is  there  anjr  of  'em  flush  enougli 
of  money,  to  do  the  thing  1  And  how  show 
they  think  it  would  ever  come  to  be  seen 
by  you  %  Then,  besides,  there  isn't  a  chap 
among  them  that  could  come  up  to  the  oom- 
posing  a  piece  of  oomposition  like  that— no, 
not  for  a  whole  year  s  8alary--*lhere  isn\ 
by  George !" 

»«Ah!  I  don't  know,"  said  Tltmonaa, 
doubtfullv.  **  But— honour !— do  jou  rsally 
now  think  there's  any  thing  in  it  f" 

•a  do— hanged  if  1  don%  Tit  I"  was  the 
sententious  answer. 

*tTol  de  rol,  de  roU  de  rol,  de  lolr^ 
didl'em  daddl'em— bough  I"  almost  dMMit 
ed  Titmouse,  jumping  up,  snapiHng  his  fls- 
gere,  and  dancing  Bbont  in  a  wild  eoattey, 
which  lasted  for  at  least  a  minute. 

M  Give  IDA  -^oiox  YosA.^'^'QsSic'i?  mtth.^ 
ailiiioat\»iwS^\Ma.  «*\l\o{ia%'w»^fc 


:W 


TEN  THQirSAND  a:  YEAtL 


fotk  Me,  Hnok  !M--ifI4on*tfr^oa  tbobmiid- 

somest  breast-pin  you  ever  saw !  No  paste ! 
leal  diamond !  huitah !  I  wilU  by  jiago !" 

Huckaback  gfiasped  and  atjueexod  his 
hand.  *^  We're  always  been  fnenda,  'fit— 
JiarenH  we  V*  said  he  affectionately. 

**  My  room  won't  hold  me  to-night !"  con- 
liDned  Titmouse;  '^I^m  sure  it  won't  I 
feel  as  if  I  were  swelling  all  over.  I'll  walk 
the  streets  all  night.  I  couldn't  sleep  a  wink, 
for  the  life  of  me*  I'll  walk  about  till  the  shop 
opens.  <*  Oh^k^gh !  how  nasty !  Confound 
the  shop,  and  Dowlas,  Tagrag,  (especially 
Tam|^,)  and  every  thing,  and  every  body  in 
it !  Thir^-five  pounds  a  year !  See  if  I  wonH 
spend  as  much  in  cigars  the  first  montii !" 

*« Cigars!  Is  that  your  i^o?  Now,  / 
should  take  lessons  in  bonng,  to  begin 
with.  It's  a  deueed  high  Ihing,  you  may 
depend  upon  it,  an4  you  can't  be  fit  compa- 
ny for  swells  without  it,  Tit !" 

"  Whatever  you  like,  whatever  vou  like, 
Hueky !  I'm  sorry  to  say  it,  but  how  pre- 
cious lucky  that  my  father  and  mother's 
dead,  and  that  I'm  an  only  child— too-ra- 
bddy !  too-rarladdy !"  Here  he  took  such 
a  sudden  leap,  that  I  am  ashamed  to  say  he 
split  his  trowsers  very  awkwardly,  and  that 
sobered  him  for  a  moment,  while  they  made 
arrangements  for  cobbling  it  up  as  well  as 
might  be,  with  a  needle  and  thread,  which 
Huckaback  always  had  by  him. 

*^  We're  rather  jumping  in  the  dark  a  bit, 
aren't  we.  Tit  V*  inquired  Huckaback,  while 
his  companion  was  repairing  the  breach.— 
**  Let's  took  what  it  all  means— here  it  is." 
He  read  it  all  aloud  again—'*  greatest  poni' 
hk  tfi^iortefiee"- what  can  it  mean  1  **  Why 
the  deuce  couldn't  they  speak  out  plainly  r' 

*'  What  T  in  a  newspaper  t  Lord,  Hucsy ! 
how  many  Titmouses  would  start  up  on  all 
sides,  if  there  isn't  some  already !  I  won- 
der what  ^'greateai  potrible  importance  can 
mean  now  r* 

^  Some  one's  left  you  an  awful  lot  of  mo- 
ney, of  course." 

*'  It's  too  good  to  be  true." 
'  **0r   you   may   have   made   a  vmUi 
yon  ain't  such  a  bad4ooking  fellow  when 
you're  dressed  as  you  are  now."    Mr.  Tit- 


9uppositi(m,  and  also  looked  as  sheepish  as 
his  features  could  admit  of. 

**  £-e-e-eh,  Hucky !  how  very  silly  you 
are!"  he  simpered.; 

^*0r  you  may  be  found  out  heir  to  some 

Eftt  property,  and  all  that  kind  of  thing. 
t  when  do  you  intend  to  ^  to  Messrs. 
What's-their-namel    I  say,  tiie  sooner  the 
better.    Come,  you've  stitched  them  well 
mtaagh,  bow;  Sey^ll  hoid  jon.  till  you  get 
Aaaw;  but  I'd  take  off  my  streps  if  I  were 


now  f    Ah,  here  tiiey  ai»— Messrs.  Qftitk 
Gammon,  and  Snap,  sxdicitors."  ^ 

**I  wonder  if  they're  mAt  onesi  Did 
you  ever  hear  of  them  before  V* 

**  Haven't  I !  Their  names  is  always  hi 
this  same  paper;  they  are  continually  get- 
ting people  off,  out  of  all  kinds  of  scrapes." 

<'l]ut,  my  dear  fellow— &[^(m  HilL^^ 
Low,  that ;  low,  'pon  my  soul !  Never  was 
near  it  in  my  life."    ,  ' 

*^But  they  live  tnere  to  be  near  the 
thieves.  Lud,  the  thieves  oouldn't  do  with- 
out 'em !  But  what's  that  to  yon  ?  You 
know  <a  very  dirty  ugly  toad  has  often  got 
a  Jewel  in  hb  belly,'  so  Shakspeare  or 
some  one  says.  Isn't  it  enoug^h  for  you, 
Tit,  if  they  can  make  good  their  advertise- 
ment] Let's  off,  Tit— let's  off,  I  say;  for 
you  may  not  be  able  to  get  there  to-morroW 
—your  employera— •• 

**  My  employers !  Do  you  think,  Hucky, 
I'm  going  back  to  business  after  this  ?" 

**  Suppose  it  all  turns  out  moonshine.^' 

*«  Lora,  but  I  won't  suppose  it !  It  makes 
me  sick  to  think  of  nothing  coming  of  it! 
Let's  go  off  at  once  and  see  what's  to  be 
done !"  > 

So  Huckaback  put  the  newspaper  in  hia 
pocket,  blew  out  the  candle,  and  the  two 
started  on  their  important  errand.  It  was 
well  that  their  means'  had  been  too  limited 
to  allow  of  their  indulging  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  a  glass  of  port  wine  negus  (that 
was  the  name  under  which  they  dmnk  tiie 
^^pubHeairCt  port"— -i.  e.  a  decoction  of  oak 
bark,  logwood  shavings,  and  a  little  brandy) 
between  them ;  otherwise,  excited  as  were 
the  feeIing8>of  each  of  them  by  the  discove- 
ry of  die  evening,  they  must  in  all  proba- 
bility have  been  guilty  of  some  piece  of  ex- 
travagance in  the  streets.  As  it  was,  they 
talked  very  loudly  as  they  went  along,  and 
in  a  tone  of  conversation  pitched  a  HtSe  too 
high  for  their  present  ciroumstances,  how- 
ever in  unison  it  might  be  with  the  expect- 
ed circumstances  of  one  of  them. 

In  due  time  they  reach^  the  residence 
of  which  they  were  in  search.  It  was  a 
large  house,  infinitely  superior  to  all  its  din- 
gy neighboure ;  and  on  a  bright  brass  plate. 


mouse  was  quite  flustered  with  the  merei  a  yard  long  at  least,  and  a  foot  wide,  stood 


the  awe-inspiring  words,  ^*  Quirk,  Gam- 
mon, &  SlTAP,  SOLICITOBS." 

"  Now,  Tit,"  whispered  Huckaback,  af- 
ter they  had  paused  for  a  second  or  two— 
" now  for  it— pluck  up  a  sperrit— ring!" 

•(  I — ^I — ^feel  all  of  a  sudden  uncommon 
funky — ^I  think  that  last  cigar  of  yours 
wasn't—" 

"Stuff,  Ht— fin^  away!  ring  away!-«- 
Faint  heart  never  wins !" 


■y^tu    Whf  abouldtt't  wo  go  to  theae  genta]  at  any  tateV^  «nim^  %  ft^fx^^uKv^Ma  V^ 


THOVSAKB  A  TBAR, 


It 


a  stedinff  clstler  wiiliiii,  vrhSch 
itinctij  audible  without,  thst  both 
8tinctiT6ly  hemmed,  as  if  to  drown 
which  was  so  much  greater  than 
Mcpected.  In  a  very  few  moments 
I  some  one  undoing  the  fastenings 
r,  and  the  gentlemen  looked  at  one 
ith  an  expression  of  mingled  ex- 
and  appiehmision.  A  little  old 
lenffth  stood  before  them,  with  a 
ber  nauid. 

ire  you  T'  she  exclaimed,  crustily* 
8  Messrs. — ^what  is  it  Huekl — 
srs.  Quirk  &^  Cc'sV  inquired 

tapping  the  end  of  his  cane 
s  cnin,  with  a  desperate  effort  to 
his  ease. 

whe^e  are  your  eyes  T  I  should 
might  have  seen  what  was  wrote 
Bie  plate^t's  large  enough,  one 
e  thought,  to  be  r^ui  by  £em  as 

What's  youT  business  1 " 
int— -Give  us  the  paper,  Hucky" — 
addressing  his  companion,  who 
it  in  a  moment;  and  Titmouse 
ire  proceeded  to  possess  the  old 
all  his  little  heart,  when  she  cut 
by  saying,  snappishly-—'*  They 
le  on  'em  in;    nor  noTer  is  on 
-so  you'll  jusf  call  to-morrow,  if 
J  'em.    What's  your  names  1 " 
'ittlebat  Titmouse,"answered  that 
I,  with  very  particular  emphasis 
lyllable. 

P%o?"  exclaimed  the  old  woman, 
er  eyes,  and  raising  her  hand  to 
)f  her  ear.     Mr.  Titmouse  repeat- 
ne  more  loudly  and  distinctly, 
titippety ! — what's  that!" 
0 !''  exclaimed  Titmouse  peevish- 

d  Mr.  Tifc-el-bat  Titmouse  !—Wai 

It 

i-tick-a-tick !  Well,  gracious !  if 
tard  such  a  name.  Oh!— -I  see 
iking  a  fool  of  me !  Get  off,  or 
L  constable  in.  Get  along  with 
couple  of  puppies!    Is  this  the 

you,"  said  Mr.  Huckaback,  **  that 
Oman's  name  is  Mr.  Tittlebat  Tit- 
nd  you'd  better  take  care  what 
,  old  woman,  for  we've  come  on 
>f  wital  consequence." 
)  say  it'll  keep  till  to-morrow." 
)nds  consulted  (or  a  moment,  and 
LOUse  asked  if  he  might  not  go  in 
a  letter  to  Messrs.  Quirk, 
said  she;  ^how  do  I  know  who 
There's  «a  public  house  dose  by, 
u  may  write  what  yon  like,  and 
)re,  and  thejll  get  it  the  first  diing 
rain^.    So  that's  what  yoa  may 

'  witA  ymtr*^^wJHh  wIoqIi  the 
B 


oomphdsant  old  jhnitriz  shut  the  door  ia 
their  fiioes. 

**  Huck,  Pm  afraid  there's  nodung  in  it^*^ 
said  Titmouse  despondingly,  to  his  mend — 
both  of  diem  remaining  rooted  to  the  spot. 

«« Oudacious  old  toad !"  muttered  Hucka^ 
back,  indignantly.  \ 

**  U  there  was  any  thing  in  it,**  said  llt*^ 
mouse,  with  a  deep  sigh,  **  they  must  haw 
9uide  a  deal  of  talk  about  it  in  the  house: 
and  this  old  thing  must  have  heard  my 
name  often  enough.  It  ainH  so  common  a 
name,  is  it?" 

«« I— I  own  I  don't  half  like  the  looks  of 
it,"  replied  his  friend,  puttii^  his  newspa- 
per into  his  pocket  again;  **  but  we'll  try  if 
we  ean*t  write  a  letter  to  sound  'em,  and  so* 
far  take  the  old  creature's  advice.  Here's 
the  public  house  she  told  us  of.  ComSf 
let's  see  what's  to  be  done  V* 

Titmouse,  greatly  depressed,  followed  his 
friend ;  and  they  soon  provided  themselves 
with  two  glasses  of  stout,  and  implements 
for  writing.  That  thev  xnade  good  use  of 
their  time  and  materials,  let  the  followin|r 
epistle  prove.  It  was  their  joint  eomposi- 
tion,  and  here  is  an  exact  copy  of  it  >— 

^*To  MissKB.  QmsK,  Gammon^  and  Sirap* 

"Sir, 

**  Your  Names  being  put  in  an  advertise- 
ment in  this  present  Swnday  Fkuih^  News- 
paper of  to  Day's  Date,  Mr.  T.  T.  begs  te 
inform  your  respectable  House  I  feel  anxi« 
ous  to  speak  with  them  on  this  truly  int^ 
rtetins  mtbjeet,  seeing  it  mentions  the  Name 
of  G^rief  Tittlebat  Titmouse,  which  two 
last  names  of  that  Deceased  Person  my  own 
name  m,  which  I  can  any  Day  (as  soon  as 
possible)  call  and  prove  to  you,  by  tellinir 
^ou  the  Same,  truly.  He  being  Engaged 
m  Business  during  the  week  very  close  for 
the  Present,  I  hope  that  if  they  Have  anr 
thing  particular  to  say  to  Him,  they  will 
write  to  Me  without  the  least  Delay,  and 
please  address,  T.  T.,  at  Dowlas  and  Co.*Sy 
No.  375.  Oxford  Street,  Post-Paid,  which 
will  ensure  its  being  duly  Taken  in  by  my 
Employers,  and  am.  Gents, 

"  Your's  obedientir, 

•  Tittlebat  Iitmouss. 

"P.  S.— My  Friend,  that  is  with  me 
writing  This,  (Mr.  Robert  Huckaback,) 
can  prove  who  I  am  if  Necessitated  to  do 
so. 

**  N.  B. — Shall  have  no  objection  to  do 
the  Liberal  Thing  if  any  thing  suitable 
Turns  up  of  it.  T.  T. 

•«  Sunday  Evemn^y  9^71100—. 
**¥ocfOt  1o  ^3 A  aasL  ^<k  csi^^CXJW  fR.    ^ 


14 


T£ir  TROVBAlfD  A  TBAIL 


liil  Birth  Dfty,  Nerer  balFing  Sean  jcm 
Advertiaement  till  this  Night,  wh«  if  No* 

This  per^piciioiia  and  truly  elegant  per* 
fintaaoM  hanng  been  thrice  aabjeetoa  to 
the  critical  examination  of  the  fiiendst  was 
ten  fold^  up,  aiid  dinctad  to^^Meaere. 
Qniik  and  Co^'*  a  groat  alng^inff  wet 
wafer  harin^  iinrt  been  put  npon  It.  Itwaa 
aalely  depoeited,  a  few  mimitea  ailerwaidst 
with  the  old  woman  of  the  houae,  and  then 
^e  two  West-End  gentlemen  hastened 
away  from  that  tral^  plebeian  part  of  the 
towm  Under  fbnr  different  gas-lights  did 
tey  stop,  take  out  a  newspaper,  and  spell 
•ver  the  advertisement;  by  which  ingeni- 
ods  process  fhey  at  length  succeeded  m  sa- 
tisfyui^  themselTss  that  there  was  some- 
ttiing  in  it.  T%ey  parted,  however*  with  a 
oomderabld  Abatement  of  the  excitement 
with  which  fhey  had  set  out  on  tiie  voyage 
of  discovery. 

Mr.  Titmouse  did  not,  on  readiing  his 
vooin,  take  off  and  lav  aside  his  preeioos 
iSmiday  l^lpa^el  with  his  accustomed  eaie 
and  delibenition.  On  the  contrary,  he  peel* 
ed  them  off,  as  it  were,  and  threw  himself 
on  the  bed  as  quickly  as  possible,  in  otder 
that  he  might  calmlv  revoiTe  the  immense 
•vsnl  of  tm  day  in  his  mind,  which  it  bad 
agitated  like  a  stone  thrown  into  a  stagnant 
pool  by  the  coedride.  Oh,  how  restless  was 
lie!— not  more  so  could  be  have  been  had 
he  lain  between  horse-hair  sheets.  He  i»> 
peaiedly  ^ot  up  and  walked  fnro  or  three 
steps,  which  were  all  that  his  room  admit* 
tad  of^  and  then  sunk  into  bed  again,  but  not 
to  sleep  till  lour  or  five  o'clock;  having 
Bsrertheless-  to  rise  at  half-past  six,  to  re- 
snine  his  detested  duties  at  Dowlas  and 
C<k.*s,  whose  shop  he  assisted  in  opening  at 
seven  o'dook  as  .usual.  When  he  and  his 
shopmates  were  sitting  together  at  break* 
ftst,  he  could  not  help  letting  out  a  little, 
vaguelv  and  mysteriously,  i&out  '*some- 
thukg  that  might  happen  in  the  course  of  tiie 
day ;"  and  thereby  succeeded  in  satisfyins^ 
his  companions  tl^  he  expected  the  visitor 
a  policeman,  for  some  row  he  had  been  con- 
ceorned  in  over  night  Well,  eight;  nine, 
lea  o'clock  wore  away  heavily,  aM  nothing 
transpired,  alas!  to  vary  the  monotonous 
duties  in  which  Mr.  Titmouse  was  engaged ; 
bale  after  ^ale,  and  package  afler  package, 
he  took  down  and  put  up  again,  at  the  bid- 
dio^  of  pretij  capricious  customers;  silk, 
satu,  bombazines,  crapes,  muslins,  ribands, 
gloves,  he  assisted  in  displaying  and  dispo- 
ting  of  as  jasual ;  but  it  is  certain  that  nis 
poiwwiid  aoden^kodiag  conld  no  lonser  set- 
thiiBelfaB  befote,  upon  his  lesponmle  and 


a  feverish  fartive  glanos  toffsids  die  i»m, 
He  ahnost  drooped  at  one  time,  as  a  posi^ 
man  crossed  mimthe  opposite  side  of  tfas 
street,  as  if  to  enter  their  shop— <hett  pass* 
ing  on  immediately,  however,  to  the  next 
door.    Not  a  person,  in  short,  entered  the 

{nanuses,  that  no  did  liotsemtinixe  narrow* 
yandanxiously,  butin  vain.  No— bujring 
and  sdiing  was  the  order  of  the  day,  as 
usual  !--«elevett  o'clock  struck  and  he  sigtMd. 
^'  You  don't  seem  well,"  said  aprettf  young 
woman,  to  i^om,  in  a  somewhat  absent 
manner,  he  was  exhibiting  and  describing  the 
qualities  of  some  cambric  *^  Oh— ye— ^es, 
uncommon r*  he   replied;  ** never  bettK*, 


ma'am,  than  when  so  well  employed,' 
companying  the  latter  words  with  what  he 
concMsived  to  be  a  veiy  arch,  but  which  was  in 
fact  a  very  impudent  lo<A  at  his  fair  caslo> 
mer.  At  that  moment,  a  voice  called  out  to 
Inm  from  the  further  end  of  the  shop  near 
the  dobr— >«  Titmouse  wanted !" 

^  Comii^ !"  he  ahouted,  tnnung  as  white 
as  the  cambric  he  held  in  his  bands— whidi 
became  suddenlv  cold  and  clammy ;  while 
his  heart  went  thump,  thump,  as  he  hastily 
exdaimed,  to  the  astonished  lady,  ^  Bxeuss 
me,  ma'am,  if  yon  please— Jones,"  to  the 
shopman  next  him,  ^  will  you  attend  to  liiis 
tadyl"  and  he  hastened  whither  he  had 
been  called,  amidst  a  prevalent  grin  and 
**hem!"  from  his  companions  on  each  side 
as  be  passed  along  the  shop  till  he  reached 
a  middle-aged  gentlemanljr-lookinff  person 
standing  near  £e  door,  and  bowed  to  faim. 

**  Mr.  Titmouse  1"  inquired  the  stranger, 
blandly. 

^  The  same,  sir,  at  your  service,"  replied 
Titmouse,  trembling  involuntarily  ail  over. 
The  stranger  slightly  inclined  towards  him, 
and^-still  more  slightly— touched  his  hat; 
fixing  on  }iim,  at  the  same  time,  an  in* 
qjiisitive  penetrating  eye  that  really  abadi- 
ed  him. 

*^  You  left— you  favoured  us  by  leavings 
note  at  our  office  last  night,  addressed  to 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap?"  he 
inquired,  lowering  his  voice  to  a  whisper. 

^  Yes,  sir,  hoping  it  Was  no" 

'*  Pray,  Mr.  Titmouse,  can  we  i>e  aloBS 
for  about  five  or  ten  minutes  ?" 

Ml-^I^^on't  exactly  know,  Acre,  sir; 
I'm  afraid  it's  against  the  rules  of  tibe 
house — but— I'll  ask.  Here  is  Mr.  Tag^ 
laj^.  May  I  step  into  the  cloak-room  wiSi 
this  gentleman  tor  a  few  minutes,  sir  I"  hs 
continued,  addressing  his  imperious  em« 
ployer,  who,  with  a  pen  behind  his  rij^t 
ear,  his  left  hand  in  his  breeches  pocket,  and 
his  right  hand  impatientiy  tweedling  about 
his  waSb^  mU^  had  followed  Titmouse,  on 
haannft  Vim  VttqptoA.  t<(A  Vn  iQba  Tcm$s«t\ 
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^iitanoey  ejeing  the  two  with  a  fusij  ^m- 
•ktisfied  look,  wondering  what  on  earth 
may  one  cou/rf  want  with  one  ofhis  ji  oungmen. 
As  Mr.  Tagrag  will  figure  a  little  on  my 
canvass  by  and  bv,  I  may  as  well  here  give 
the  reader  a  slight  sketch  of  that  gentle- 
man. He  was  about  fifty-two  years  old ;  a 
great  tyrant  in  his  little  way ;  a  compound 
of  ignorance,  selfishness,  and  conceiL  He 
knew  nothing  on  earth  except  the  price  of 
his  ^oods,  ami  how  to  make  the  most  of  his 
business.  He  was  of  middle  size,  with  a 
tendency  to  corpulence ;  and  almost  invaria- 
bly wore  a  black  coat  and  waistcoat,  a  white 
iieck-handkerchief  very  firmly  tied,  and  gray 
trousers.  He  had  a  dull  gray  eye,  with 
white  eyelashes,  and  no  eyebrows ;  a  fore- 


head that  seemed  ashamed  of  his  face,  itie-^  Js  very  short  and  valuable.    I  should  vast* 


treated  so  far  and  so  abruptly  back  from  it; 
bis  face  was  pretty  deeply  pitted  with  the 
small-pox;  his  nose— or  rather  semblance 
of  a  nose— consisted  of  two  great  nostrils 
looking  at  you  as  it  were,  imprudently— 
out  of  the  middle  of  his  face^  there  was  a 
perfectly  level  space  from  cheekbone  to 
cheekbone ;  his  whiskers,  neatly  and  close- 
ly cut,  came  in  points  to  each  comer  of  his 
mouth,  which  was  a  verylarge,  shapeless, 
sensual-looking  affair.  This  may  serve,  for 
the  present,  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  man 
who  had  contrived  to  excite  towards  himself 
the  hatred  and  contempt  of  every  body  over 
whom  he  had  any  control. 

«« You  know  we  never  allow  any  thing 
cif  the  sort,^*  was  his  short  reply,  in  a  very 
disagreeable  tone  and  manner,  to  the  modest 
liequest  of  Titmouse,  as  above  mentioned. 

**  May  I  beg  the  favour  of  a  few  minutes* 
private  conversation  with  Mr.  Titmouse," 
said  the  stranger,  politely,  ^*  on  a  matter  of 
the  last  importance  to  him !  My  name,  sir, 
is  Gammon,  and  I  am  a  solicitor.'* 

"Why,  sir,**  ^nswered  Tagrag,  some- 
what cowed  by  the  calm  and  genUemanly, 
but  at  the  same  time  decisive  manner  of  Mr. 
Gammon — *'it*s  really  very  inconvenient, 
and  decidedly  against  the  rules  of  the  house, 
ft>r  any  of  my  young  men  to  be  absent  on 
business  of  their  own,  during  my  business 
hours;  but— I  suppose— what  most  be,  must 
be-*I*ll  give  him  ten  minutes-^he*d  better 
not  stay  longer,'*  looking  significantly  first 
at  his  watch,  and  then  at  Titmouse.  "  It's 
only  for  the  sake  of  the  other  young  men, 
fir.  In  a  large  establishment  like  ours, 
we*re  obliged,  you  know,  sir,*'  &c.  &c.  &c. 
ha  added,  m  a  low  cringing  tone,  depreca- 
of  the  contemptuous  air  with  which  he 
that  Mr.  Gammon  was  regarding  him. 
It  gentleman,  with  a  slight  bow,  and  a 
superolious  smile,  presenuy  quitted  the 
shop,  9ecompmded  by  Titmooae, 
P*How£u  do  joa  lire  Axmb  thk  plaeep 


Mr.  Titmouse  r*  he  inquired  a* 
they  had  got  into  the  street. 

"Not  four  minutes*  walk,  sir;  but  hem!** 
he  was  flustered  at  the  idea  of  showing  tf 
eminent  a  person  into  his  wretched  room— 
"  Suppose  we  were  to  step  into  this  tavem 
here,  sir— I  dare  say  they've  a  room  at  our 
service " 

"  Pray,  allow  metoask,Mr.Titmouse,»« 
have  you  any  private  papers— &mily  wri- 
tings, or  things  of  that  sort,  at  your  rooms  !** 

.Titmouse  seemed  considering. 

"I— I  think  I  have,  sir— one  or  two«- 
but  they're  of  no  consequence."  ^ 

"Are  you  a  judge,  Mr,  Titmouse  1"  inqui* 
j'ed  Mr.  Gammon,  with  a  smile ;  "  pray  I^ 
us,  my  dear  sir,  at  once  to  your  rooms    time 


ly  like  to  look  at  these  same  insignificant 
paners  of  yours  !** 

In  less  than  two  minutes*  further  time, 
Mr.  Gammon  was  sitting  at  Titmouse*s  liw 
tie  rickety  round  table,  at  his  lodgings,  with 
a  sheet  of  paper,  and  his  pens  and  portabjA 
inkstand  before  him,  asking  him  a  number 
of  questions  concerning  his  birth  and  family 
-connexions,  and  taking  down  his  aniswers 
very  carefully— f>erhaps  almost  word  for 
word.  Mr.  Titmouse  was  quite  surprised' 
at  the  knowledge  which  Mr.  Gammon  pos- 
sessed of  the  family  history  of  tlte  Tit- 
mouses.  As  for  papers,  &c.,  Mr.  Titmouse 
succeeded  in  producing  four  or  Ave  old  let- 
ters and  memoranda  from  the  bottom  of  hi* 
trunk,  and  the  fly  leaf  of  a  Bible  of  his  fii- 
ther's,  which  he  did  not  recollect  havincr 
opened  before  for  very  many  years,  and  of 
which  said  entries,  till  pressed  on  the  sub- 
ject by  Mr.  Gammon,  he  had  been  hardly 
even  aware  of  the  existence.  With  these 
several  documents  Mr.  Gammon  was  so 
much  struck  that  he  proposed  to  take  them 
away  with  him,  for  better  and  more  leisure* 
ly  examination,  and  safer  custody,  at  their 
office;  but  Mr.  Titmouse  significantly  hint- 
ed at  his  very  recent  acquaintance  with  Mr* 
Gammon,  who,  he  intimated,  was  at  liberty 
to  come  and  make  exact  copies  of  them 
whenever  he  pleased,  in  his  (Mr.  Titmouse's) 
presence. 

"  Oh,  certainly — ^yes,**  replied  Mr,  Gzn^ 
mon,  slightly  colouring  at  the  distrust  las- 
plied  by  this  observation ;  "  I  applaud  your 
caution,  Mr  Titmouse.  By  all  means  keep 
them,  and  most  carefully ;  because,  (t  donol 
say  that  they  are^)  but  it  is  quite  possible, 
that  they  may  become  rather  valuaole.'* 

"  Thank  you,  sir :  and  now,  hoping  yoa*I| 
excuse  the  liberty,  I  should  uncommonly 
like  to  know  what  all  this  means— what  w 
to  turn  up  out  oi\\«i!LV^ 

"TWa  iKw^ms  den  «ul^>» 
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**1^  law  never  Mni$,^  interrnpted  Mr. 
Oammon,  impresiiively,  with  a  bland  smile. 

'**'Well  then,  how  did  you  come,  sir,  to 
know  that  there  ever  was  such  a  person'  as 
Mr.  Gabriel  Titmoose  1  I  suppose  he  is  my 
preat  uncle,  and  what  can  come  from  him, 
if  he  was  only  a  bit  of  a  shoemaker  ?  " 

^  Ah,  yes— exactly ;  those  are  very  inte- 
resting questions.** 

^  Yes,  sir:  and  them  and  a  great  many 
more  I  was  going  to  ask  long  ago,  but  I 
•aw  you  were—** 

**8ir,  I  perceiye  that  we  have  positively 
Seen  Absent  from  your  place  of  business 
tesriy  an  hour — ^y oar  employers  will  be  get- 
tittg  rather  impatient.'* 

*  ^Meaning  no  offenoe,  sir<— bother  their 
impatienoe;  Pm  impatient,  I  assure  you,  to 
know  what  all  this  means.  Come,  sir,  see 
aow  openly  I  have  told  yon  every  Uiing.** 

*  **TVliy,oertainIy,yoa  see,  Mr.  Titmouse,** 
•sid  G^mon,  witii  an  agreeable  smile— 
(it  was  that  smile  of  his  that  had  been  the 
fliaking  of  Gammon)-^*'  it  is  only  candid 
in  me  to  acknowledge  that  your  cariosity  is 
perfectly  reasonable ;  and  I  see  no  difficul- 
ty in  admitting  that  /Aorehad  a  motive-—** 

**  Yes,  sir — and  all  that — ^jTknow,  sir,** — 
hastily  interrupted  Titmonse,  but  without 
itritatmg  or  disturbing  the  placid  speaker. 

.  **  And  that  we  waited  with  some  anxiety 
for  the  result  of  our  advertisement.*' 

**Ah,  yoa  can*t  escape  from  ihtU^  you 
know,  sir !  *'  interposed  Mr.  Titmouse,  with 
a  confident  air. 

**  But  it  is  a  maxim  with  us,  my  dear  sir, 
nevp  to  be  premature  in  any  thmg,  espe- 
cially when  it  may  be  very  prejudicial; 
'you've  really  no  idea,  my  dear  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse, of  the  world  of  mischief  that  is  often 
done  by  precipitancy  in  legal  matters ;  and. 
in  the  present  step  of  the  business— the 
present  stage,  my  dear  sir — I  really  do  see 
It  necessary  not  to— do  any  thing  prema- 
ture, and  without  consultiiiff  my  partners." 

**  Lord,  sir!**  exclaimed 'ntmouse,  getting 
more  and  more  irritated  and  impatient  as  he 
reflected  on  the  length  of  his  ^osence  from 
Dowlas  and  Co.*s. 

♦*  I  quite  feel  for  your  anxiety — so  per- 
fectly natural — ^'* 

**  Oh,  dear  sir !  if  you*d  only  tell  me  the 
ka$t  bit^'' 

"If,  my  dear  sir,  I  were  to  disclose  just 
now  the  exact  object  we  had  in  writing  that 
sdfejtisement  in  the  papers — ** 

*  **  How  did  yon  come  to  know  of  it  at  all, 
ib !    Come,  &ere  can't  be  any  harm.*' 

''  Not  the  least,  mj  dear  sir.  It  was  in  the 
^mne  of  baawees — in  the  course  of  busi- 


<*I«  it  money  that's  neen  left 
any  thing  of  that  sort  1  *' 

**It  quite  pains  me,  I  assure  yon,  Ifr. 
Titmouse— I  think,  by  the  way" — added 
Gammon,  suddenly,  as  something  occurred 
to  him  of  their  previous  conversation,  which 
he  was  not  sure  of— *«yoa  told  me  that  that 
Pible  was  given  you  by  your  father." 
*  *'  Oh  yes,  sir !  yes — no  doubt  of  it ;  sore- 
ly (hat  can't  signify,  seeing  he  is  dead,  and 
I*m  his  only  son?'*  asked  Titmouse,  quick- 
ly  and  eagerly. 

*'  Oh,  ^tis  only  a  circumstance — a  inere 
circumstance;  but  in  business,  you  know, 
Mr.  Titmouse,  every  little  helps." 

**  Why,  meaning  no  offence,  sir,  I  can't 
abide  being  nut  off  m  this  kind  of  way.  Set 
what  I've  told  you — you've  told  me  nothing 
at  all.  I  hope  you  haven't  been  only  ma« 
king  me  a  cat's  paw  of?  I  hate  being  made 
a  cat's  paw  of,  sir !" 

<*  Gracious,  Mf .  Titmouse !  how  can  you 
imagine.it  1  You  are  at  this  moment  the 
object  of  a  considerable  share  of  our  anxie- 
ty—" 

**  Not  meaning  it  rudely,  sir— please  to 
tell  me  at  once,  plainly,  am  I  to  be  the  bet- 
ter for  any  thing  you're  now  about  t" 

**  That  may  or  may  not  be,  sir,"  answer- 
ed Gammon,  in  the  same  imperturbable 
manner,  drawing  on  his  gloves,  and  rising 
from  his  chair,  **  In  justice  to  yourself,  and 
other  parties  concerned—" 

"On!  is  anybody  to  share  in  it?"  ex- 
claimed Titmouse,  alarmedly. 

"  I  am  sure,"  said  Gammon,  smiling, 
that  you  will  give  us  credit  for  consulting^ 
your  best  interests.  We  sincerely  desire  to 
advance  them;  and  this  matter  occupies 
a  good  deal  of  our  time  and  anxiety.  It- 
is  reii%,"  looking  at  his  watch,  "  an  hour 
since  we  quitted  your  place  of  business— 
I  fear  I  shall  •Gfet  into  disgrace  with  your 
employers.  Will  you  favor  us  with  a  call 
at  our  office  to-morrow  nis^t,  when  the  bu- 
siness of  the  day  is  over?  W^hcn  do  yon 
quit  at  night?" 

"  About  a  quarter  to  ten,  sir ;  but  really— 
to-morrow  night!  Couldn't  I  come  to- 
night, sir?" 

•*  Not  to-iught,  I  fear,  my  dear  sir.  We 
have  a  very  important  engagement  Let 
us  say  to-morrow  night,  at  a  quarter  past 
ten— ehall  we  say  that  hour?  " 

"Well,  sir,  if  not  before-— yee— I'll  be 
with  you.     But  I  musi  say " 

**  Good-day,  Mr.  'Rlpiouse."   They  were 
by  this  time  in  Oxford  iStreet  again.  '^Good   - 
day,  my   dear  sir — good-day — ^to-morrow 
night,  as  soon  ader  ten  as  possible— -eh ! 
Good-by." 

This  waa  ^\  ^'a\.'Nlt.t\\xnn«cA  ^cs^<^  ^ 


TBN  4-R008AND  A  YSAlt 


«» 


•ft  016  ttendt  beside  dienit  popped  iiito  it, 
and  it  was  soon  malcing  its  way  eastward. 
What  a  miserable  mixture  of  doubts,  hopes, 
tnd  fears,  had  Mr.  Gammon  left  Titmouse! 
He  felt  as  if  he  were  like  a  squeezed  oran^ ; 
he  had  told  every  thin^  he  knew  about  him- 
•rif,  and  grot  ttothinff  m  return  out  of  the 
smooth,  imperturbable,  impenetrable  Mr. 
Oammon,  but  empty  civilities.— *' Lord, 
Lord ! "  thought  Titmouse,  as  Mr.  Gam- 
mon's coach  turned  the  comer;  **what 
would  I  give  to  know  half  about  it  that  that 
man  knows  f  But,  Mr;  Tkmg !  ffo6d  mr* 
eious !  what  will  he  say  1  It^  stmcK  twelve. 
Fve  been  an  hour  away— and  he  gave  me 
ten  minutes !  ShanU  I  catch  it  1 " 

And  he  did.  Almost  the  very  first  person 
he  met,  on  entering  the  shop,  was  his  respect- 
ed employer,  Mr.  T&ffrag,  who,  plucxing 
his  watch  out  of  his  fro,  uid,  lookmg*  furi- 
ously at  it,  motioned  thetremblingTitmouse 
to  follow  him  to  the  farther  end  of  the  long 
•hop,  where  there  happened  to  be  then  no 
Sttstomers. 

**  Is  this  your  ten  minutes,  sir,  dil  '* 

•*  I  am  sorry—" 

"  Where  the  devil  have  you  been,  sirl" 

**  With  that  erentleman,  sir,  and  I  really 
did  not  know—" 

"You  didoH  know,  sir!  Who  cares  what 
you  know,  or  don't  know  1  You  know  you 
ought  to  have  been  back  fifty-five  minutes 
ago,  sir.  You  do,  sir!  Isn't  your  time 
my  property,  sir!  Don't  I  pay  for  it,  6ir> 
An  hour! — ^in  the  middle  of  the  day !  My 
God !  I've  not  had  such  a  thing  happen  this 
five  years !  I'll  stop  it  out  of  your  salary, 
sir." 

Titmouse  did  not  attempt  to  interrupt  him. 

"  What  have  you  been  gossiping  about, 

"  Something  that  he  wanted  to  say  to  me. 
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**  Impudence !— do  you  suppose  I  don't 
see  your  imper^nencel  I  tnni/,  sir,  in 
knowing  what  all  this  gossiping  with  that 
fellow  has  been  about]  " 

"Ther.  you  wonH  know,  sir,"  replied 
Titmouse,  dogroredly ;  returning  to  his  usual 
station  behind  the  counter. 

**  You  won't!!" 

*^  No,  sir,  you  shan't  know  a  single  word 
about  it." 

"Shan't  know  u  single  word  about  it! 
My  God!  Do  you  know  whom  you're 
talking  to,  sirl  Do  you  really  know  who 
I  am,  sir!  whom  you  are  speaking  to, 
•irt" 

"  Mr.  Tagrag,  I  presmne,  of  the  firm  of 
Dowlas,  Tagrag  &  Co."-^<me  or  two  of 
his  companions  near  him,  almosttnmedpale 
ai  tbe  Modadiy  he  waa  tUBplaying, 
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^  And  who  are  yo«,  siis  that  dans  te  pii- 
sume  to  bandy  words  with  mk,  sirT"  iA- 
quired  Tagrag,  quivering  with  rage. 

"Tittlebat  Titmouse,  at  your  servioe,** 
was  the  answer,  in  a  glib  tone,  and  with  4 
sufficiently  saucy  air.  '^ 

"  You  heard  that,  I  hope ! "  inquired  T^ 
rag  with  forced  calmness,  of  a  pale-faoSi 
young  man,  the  nearest  to  him. 

> "  Ye— es,"  was  the   meekly  reluotadt 
answer.  ^ 

"This  day  month  you  leave,  sir!"  said 
Mr.  Tagrag,  solemnly— as  if  conscious  that 
he  was  passing  a  sort  of  sentence  of  death 
upon  the  presumptuous  delinquent. 

"  Very  well,MMr.  Tagrag — any  thing  that 

Pleases  you  pleases  your  humble  servant. 
will  go  this  day  month,  and  welcome—* 
I've  long  wished ^" 

"  Then  you  ihanU  leave,  sir,"  said  Tag- 
rag,  furiously. 

"But  I  will,  sir.  You've  given  me 
warning;  and,  if  you  haven't,  now  I  givB 
vou  warning,"  replied  Titmouse ;  turmng, 
however,  very  pale,  and  experiencing  m 
certain  sudden  sinking  of  the  heart — for  this  . 
was  a  serious  and  most  unlooked-for  event* 
and  for  a  while  put  out  of  his  head  all  the 
agitating  thoughts  of  the  last  few  hoars. 
Poor  Titmouse  had  enough  to  bear — ^what 
with  the  delicate  raillery  and  banter  of  his 
accomplished  companions  for  the  rest  of  the 
day,  and  the  galling  tyranny  of  Mr.  Tagrag, 
who  dogged  about  him  all  day,  setting  him 
about  the  most  menial  and  troublesome  oT* 
fices  he  could,  and  constantly  saying  morti- 
fying things  to  him  before  customers,  and 
the  state  of  miserable  suspense  in  which 
Mr.  Gammon  had  thought  fit  to  leave  him ; 
I  say  that  surely  all  this  was  enough  fbr 
him  to  bear  without  having  to  encounter  at 
night,  as  he  did,  on  his  return  to  his  lodg- 
ings, his  blustering  landlady,  who  vowm 
that  if  she  sold  him  out  and  out,  she'd  be 
put  off  no  longer — ^and  his  pertinacious  and 
melancholy  tailor,  who,  with  sallow  un- 
shaven ftice,  told  him  of  five  children  at 
home,  all  ill  of  the  small-pox,  and  his  wife 
in  an  hospital — and  he  implored  a  payment 
on  account  This  sufferer  succeeded  in 
squeezing  out  of  Titmouse  seven  shillings 
on  account,  and  his  landlady  extorted  ten; 
which  staved  off  a  distress— direful  word— 
for  some  week  or  two  longer;  and  so  they 
left  him  in  the  possession  of  eight  shillings, 
or  so,  to  last  till  next  qusiter-day.  He 
sighed  heavily,  barred  his  door,  and  sat 
down  opposite  his  little  table,  on  whi<^  was 
nothing  but  a  solitary  thin  candle,  and  on 
which  his  eyes  rested  unconsciously,  till 
the  stench  of  it,  b\xmi)s  ^^x.  ^^Nrcw^n^^^ 
ftoeke^Toofl«4VlimttOIa\^^TcOKl'^sB&.^^ 
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He  ikem  faMUy  ihiew  off  bis  cikliiM,  mnd 
itng  himself  on  bis  bed,  to  pass  a  far  more 
dismal  nigbt  than  he  bad  known  for  years. 
"He  ran  the  gauntlet  at  Messrs*  Dowlas^ 
Tsgimg  &  Co/s  all  Tuesday,  as  be  bad  done 
on  the  day  preceding.  OnjB  should  bave 
■apposed  that  \tben  ms  eompanions  beheld 
him  pcroecuted  by  their  common  employer 
and  master,  whom  they  all  equally  nated, 
ibiBj  would  have  made  common  cause  with 
tbeir  suffering  companion,  or  at  all  events 
given  no  countenanee  lo  his  persecution; 
yet  It  was  for  otherwise.  Without  stopping 
to  analyie  the  fioeling  which  produced  it, 
(and  which  the  moderately  reflective  reader 
viSy  easily  analyze  for  himself  if  so  dis- 
posed,) I  am  grieved  to  have  to  say,  tbat 
when  all  the  joung  men  saw  that  Tsffrag 
would  be  gratified  by  their  entiling  poor  Tit- 
■Kmse,  who.  with  sll  bis  little  vanities  and 
emptiness,  had  never  offended  or  injured 
any  of  them--4hey  did  so;  and,  when  Tag- 
itg  observed  it,  his  miserable  mind  was 
more  gratified  with  them  by  ifar  than  it  had 
ever  Men  before.  He  spoke  to  all  of  them 
with  onusual  blandness;  to  the  sinner,  Tifr- 
monse,  with  augmented  bitterness. 

A  few  minutes  after  ten  o'clock  that  ni^ht, 
a  gentle  ringing  of  the  bell  of  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap's  ofiioe,  announced  the 
arrival  of  poor  Titmouse.  The  door  was 
anickly  opened  by  a  clerk,  who  seemed  in 
ue  act  or  emitting  for  the  night. 

^Ah — Mr.  Titmouse,  I  presume  V^  he 
inquired,  with  a  kind  of  deference  in  his 
manner  that  Titmouse  had  never  been  ao- 
costomed  to, 

M  The  same,  sir— Tittlebat  Titmonse/' 

*^0h!  allow  me,  sir,  to  conduct  you  in  to 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  who 
are,  I  know,  in  expectation  of  seeing  you. 
It  is  very  rarely  that  they  are  here  at  so  late 
an  hour.**  With  this  he  led  the  way  to  an 
inner  room,  and  opening  a  green-baize  door 
in  the  further  side  of  it,  announced  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse, and  left  him—sufficiently  flustered. 
Three  gentlemen  were  sitting  at  a  large 
table,  on  which  be  saw,  by  the  strong  but 
eirenmscribed  light  of  two  large  shaded 
candlesticks,  were  lying  s^eat  number  of 
papers  and  narehments.  liie  three  gentle- 
men roee  when  he  entered,  and  Mr.  Gam* 
Bion  eame  and  shook  hands  with  him. 

•«Mr.  Titmonse,  let  me  introduce  you  to 

.  Mr.  Qnirk**— this  was  the  senior  partner,  a 

•hint,  stout,  elderly  gentleman,  with  a  shi* 

'  ning  bald  head  and  white  hair,  and  sharp 

oiaSk  eyes,  and  who  looked  very  earnestly 

at  liim-->*and  Mr.  Snap'*— this  was  the 

jnnior  partner,  having  reoently  been  pro- 

moisd  Id  be  radi  after  ten  years*  service  in 

^  oAe  of  numtiging  dm ;  he  was  about 

toiitff  jmrtiealarlf  wSl  droMed,  slight,  wi- 


tivoi  and  with  a  &oe  lika  a  tecsUrt  ss  Mp^ 
sharp  and  wiry!-»Mr.  Gammon  himse^ 
was  about  for^,  very  genteel,  with  a  ready 
bow,  insinuating  smile,  and  low  tone  of 
voice;  bis  look  withal,  acute  and  cautious. 

*'  A  seat,  Mr.  Titmouse,"  said  Mr.  Quirk, 
placing  a  chair  for  him,  on  which  he  sat 
down,  they  resuming  theirs. 

** Punctual,  Mr.  Titmouse!**  exclaimed 
Mr.  Gammon,  with  a  smile ;  *^  more  so  than 
I  fear  you  were  yesterday,  ailer  our  long 
interview,  eh?  Ptay,  what  did  that  worthy 
person,  Mr.  Ragbag,  say,  on  your  returnr* 

"Say,  gentsr'-H[he  tried  to  clear  hii 
throat,  for  he  spoke  somewhat  more  thickly, 
and  his  heart  beat  more  perceptibly  than 
usual)-^-^^  I'm  ruined  by  it,  and  no  mistake.** 

'* Ruined!  I'm  sorry  to  hear  it,'*  intep- 
poeed  Mr.  Gammon,  with  a  concerned  air. 

^I  am,  indeed,  sir.  Such  a  towering 
rsge  as  he  has  be^n  in  ever  since ;  and  he^ 
given  me  warning  to  go  on  the  10th  of  next 
mopth."  He  thought  he  observed  a  fai^ 
smile  flit  over  the  faces  of  all  three. 

«« He  has,  indeed !" 

"Dear  me,  Mr.  Titmouse— what  canss 
did  he  allege  for  dismissing  youT"  keenly 
inquired  m.  Quirk. 

*»  Yes—*' 

"Whatr* 

"  Stopping  out  longer  than  I  was  allowed, 
and  refusing  to  tell  him  what  this  gentle- 
man and  I  had  been  talking  about." 

'•Don't  think  that'll  do;  sure  it  won't!" 
briskly  exclaimed  Mr.  S^ap ;  *'  no  just  cause 
that,"  and  be  jumped  up,  whisked  down  a 
book  from  the  shelves  behind  him,  and 
eagerly  turned  over  the  leaves. 

"  Never  mind  that  now,  Mr.  Snap,*'  said 
Mr.  Quirk,  rather  petulantly ;  **  surely  we 
have  other  matters  to  talk  about  to-night." 

*<  Asking  pardon,  sir,  but  I  think  it  does 
matter  to  me,  sir,"  interposed  Titmouse; 
*'  for  on  the  10th  of  next  month  I'm  a  beg- 
gar—being next  door  to  it  nowy 

'*  Not  quite,  we  trust,"  said  Mr.  Gammon. 

"  But  Af  r.  Tagrag  said  he'd  make  me  as 
good  as  one." 

*'  That's  evidence  to  show  malice,'*  agyiin 
eagerly  intenected  Mr.  Snap,  who  was  acun 
tartly  rebuffed  by  IVlr.  Quirk ;  even  Mr. 
Gammon  turning  towards  him  with  a  sur* 
prised — "Really,  Mr.  Snap!** 

"  So  Mr.  Tagrag  said  he'd  make  you  s 
beggar  T"  inquired  Mr.  Quirk. 

"He  vowed  he  would,  sir!" 

"Ha,  ha,  ba!"  laughed  Mr.  Quirk  and 
Mr.  Gammon — but  sucn  a  laugh ! — net  case- 
less,  or  heartjr,  bnt  subdued  vrith  a  dash  of 
deferenoe  in  it. 

"  Well — ^it  perhaps  may  not  signifjf  mneh 
,  by  lihaX  \im& ,    vA  \a  \vQi^«i  aaain^  fol 
\ lowed  >)^  lihfi  aotc\^^^  ^\&x.^^sssDciBk 
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Mi8[*a  khid  dT  rinurj^  qifiiA  tfomd  lihBk%il)c9 

wOBl  NT*  BDA|I« 

^  But,  mtSf  yottH  exeinM  me  if  I  Wf  I 
think  it  dou  tiffmfr  to  iae»  and  anH  anj 
iangfaing  matter!  Without  being  rode,  I'd 
rather  come  to  bneiness,  if  there's  any  to 
Iw  done,  without  thie  koghing  at  me." 

M  Laughing  at  yoa!  my  dear  8ir<— noy 
no!"  exclaimed  all  three  in  a  hreath*- 
*<laiighing  with  yon,'*  said  Mr.  Qnirfc! 
'^By  die  time  yon  mention^  yon  may  pei^ 
h^w  be  able  to  laagh  at  Mr,  Ragbag,  tad 
every  body  elaOf  for—" 

— ^«  Why  ehonld  we  minee  the  matter!" 
AS  whiapeied,  in  a  low  tone,  to  Mr.  Gam- 
mon, who  nodded  acqaieecenee,  and  fixed 
Ida  eveB  earnestly  on  Titmonse. 

M I  really  think  we  are  warranled  in  pre- 
imring  to  expeet  by  that  time  an  extiaofdt- 
nary  change  in  year  ciieumstanees."  Tit- 
itonse  began  to  tremUe  violentlT,  ind  his 
hands  were  bedewed  with  a  cold  molstare. 
'  •*  I  hear,  sir,"  he  mnr&ined :  and  htf  idao 
heard  a  faint  ringing  in  his  ears. 

«In  all  hnman  probability,  Bfr.  T\\r 
monae,"  oontinned  Mr.  Qnirk,  lumaalf  a 
little  excited  with  the  importaiBt  commnni- 
cation  that  trembled  on  the  tip  of  iris  tongue, 
^joM  will  ere  long  be  pat  into  possession 
sr  somewhere  about  Ten  Tbonsand  a  Tear." 

Tlie  words  seemed  to  have  strnck  Ti^ 
mouse  blind— as  he  saw  nothing  for  some 
aaoments;  then  every  thinff  seemed  swim- 
ming around  him,  and  lie  fiut  a  sort  of  faintp 
ness  or  sickness  stealinff  orer  him.  They 
had  hardly  been  prepard  for  their  commu- 
nications affecting  their  lisiler  so  power- 
fully. Mr.  Snap  hastened  out  and  m  with 
a  ffTsss  of  water;  and  the  earnest  attentions 
oTthe  three  soon  restored  Mr.  Titmouse  to 
his  senses.  It  was  a  ^ood  while,  howerer, 
before  he  could  appreciate  the  littie  oonTsr- 
satlon  which  they  now  and  then  addressed 
to  him,  or  estimate  the  full  imnortanoe  of 
the  astounding  event  Mr.  Quirlc  Imd  just 
communicated.  ^  May  I  make  free  to  ask 
lor  a  littk  brandy  and  water,  rents  I  I.  feel 
all  over  in  a  kind  of  tremble,'^8aid  he,  aomS 
half  an  hour  afterwards. 

**Yee— hy  all  means,  Mr.  Titmouse. 
|fr.  Snap,  will  you  be  kind  enoueh  to  order 
Bettr  to  bring  In  a  glass  of  brandy  and  wa- 
ter nom  the  Jolly  Thieves,  next  doorl"— 
Snap  shot  out,  gave  the  order,  and  returned 
n  a  trioe.  The  old  woman,  m  a  few  mi- 
nutes'  time  followed,  with  a  large  tumbler  of 
dark  brandy  and  water,  quite  hot,  for  which 
Mr.  Gaihmon  apologized,  but  Mr.  Titmmise 
mid  he  preferred  it  so— and  soon  addressed 
himself  to  the  inspiriting  mixture.  It  quick- 


QdiA,  (Sammon*  tnd'SMiip  being  enftKBped  ., 
iu  an  earnest  convefsation,  of  which  he  • 
could  understand  littie  or  nothing,  he  had 
leisure  to  look  about  him,  and  obaerred  that 
there  was  lyiiw^  before  them  a  large  sheet- 
of  paper,  at  wfiich  all  of  them  often  and 
earncftiy  looked,  filled  with  lines, 
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with  Wfitingai  the  ends  of  each  of  tibem, 
and  round  and  scjaaire  figures.  When  he- 
saw  them  all  bcadmg  over  and  serutiniainff 
this  mysterious  object,  it  |>ussled  him  (and 
many  abetfer  head  than  his  has  a  pedigree 
puzxied  before)  sorely,  and  he  began  to  saa^ 
pect  it  was  a  sort  of  conjuring  paper ! —      , 

•«I  hope,  gentli,  tinit  papers  all  rights— 
ehl"  said  he,  supported  by  the  biandy« 
iHiidi  he  had  nsArly  finished.  They  tamed 
towards. him  wtti  a  Smile  of  monentaiy. 
snipiise,  and  then' 

«•  We  hope  so-*a  vast  de^l  depends  ois 
it,"  said  Mr.  Qnirfc,  lookiog  over  his  glasaar 
at  Titmonse.  Now  wh^t  he  had  hinted  at,. 
as  far  as  he  ooold  venture  to  do  so,  was  a 
thought  that  glanced  across  his  ss  yet  uor. 
settied  biain,  tiiat  then  might  have  besn 
invoked  more  than  mete  taAig  OBtUtance, 
but  he  prudentiy  pniuA  the  matter  no  far-, 
tfier,  tiiat  was  ul  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon 
nod  Snap's  look  out;  he  had  bsM  no  party 
to  any  tlunff  of  tlie  sott,  nor  would  he  loiow- 
ingly ;  heuso  observed  the  same  sheets  elf 
paper  Written  all  over,  whieh  Mr.  Gamnon 
had  filled  at  his  (TitmoQse's)  room,  the  day^ 
before;  and  many  new  and  more  odd-lool^' 
ing  papers  and  parchments.  Semetimea 
they  addressed  questions  to  him,  but  found 
it  somewhat  difficult  to  keen  his  attentioii 
up  to  any  thing  that  was  saia  to  him  for  the 
wild  visions  that  were  chasing  one  another 
through  his  heated  brain;  the  pessage  of 
which  said  visions  was  not  a  littie  aeeel^ 
rated  by  tiie  large  tumbler  of  biandy  and 
water  which  he  had  Just  taken. 

«<Then  in  ftet,"  said  Mr.  Gamnum,  as 
the  three  simultaneoutfy  sst  dowih  sAer 
having  been  for  some  jdme  standing  poring 
over  £e  paper  before  Mr.  Qnirib  ^  T^tie* 
bat's  titie  soerued  in  1818 1" 

«« Precisely  so,"  said  Mr.  Quirk,  emphati- 
cally. 

•«To  he  sure,"  confidenliy  added  Snqij 


"*  to  IW  VUIV|      wmuwmMj  Muumt  w^r* 

who  havinff  devoted  himself  exclusively  all 
his  lUe  to  ttie  sharpest  practice  of  the  com 

^ ^  .  mon  law,  as  it  is  called,  knew  ahoni  «| 

iy  maiufested  its  indoence,  mssuriiM;  him  I  much  teal  yM^pMt^  \ot  v^  a.  «isc(--^'qX^ 
troodafatJr,    ii^Ae  sat  sipping  it,  Bu88T8.\  would  nOi&o  to  a.^V'**''^?***"^^^'^*^ 
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BO  pert  in  the  matter,  in  Ae  presaac^  of  the 
heir  at  law,  and  the  futoie  great  client  of 
the  House. 

*«  Welt,  Mr.  Titmoofle,**  at  length  said 
Mr.  Quirk,  laying  aside  bis  glassea — *^  yon 
are  likely  tp  he  one  of  the  luckiest  men  of 
your  d^y!  We  may  he  i^istaken,  but  tt 
appears  to  us  that  your  right  is  clear,  and 
has  been  clear  these  ten  or  twelve  years,  to 
the  immediate  enjoyi^ent  of  a  Tory  fine  es- 
tate in  the  north  of  England,  trorth  soiie 
£9,000  or  jSlO,000  a  year,  at  the  least  !'* 

"  Yon  don't  say  so  !'• 

**  We  do,  indeed ;  and  are  very  proud  and 
happy  indeed  to  be  the  honoured  instruments 
of  establishing  your  rights,  my  dear  sir," 
said  Mr.  Gammon. 

**Thett  all  the  money  that's  been  spent 
this  ten  or  twelve  yean  is  my  money,  is 
itV 

**  If  we  are  riffht  it  is  undoubtedly  as  ^ou 
■ay,**  answered  Mr.  Quirk. 

<<  There'll  be  a  jolly  reckoning  for  some 
one,  then,  8hOTtly^--eh  t    My  eyes !" 

^  Ah,  my  dear  Mr.  Titmouse !"  cried  Mr. 
Gammon,  with  subdued  eestaoy,  as  before 
his  mind's  eye  rose  Tisions  of  interminable 
proceedings  at  law  and  inequity— 4iundreds 
upon  hundreds  of  portly,  red  tape-tied  **  ca- 
ses," **  briefs,"  and  *<  motion  pliers,"  with 
Quirky  Ganunonj  and  Snap,  at  the  bottom 
of  each  of  them,  and  constantly  under  the 
eye  of  the  court  and  the  bar,  and  before  the 
public — (the  same  kind  of  thoughts  must 
nave  passed  through  Snap's  mind,  for  he 
,  rubhea  his  hands  in  silence  with  an  excited 
air)— 

^My  dear  Mr.  Titmouse,  you  have  a 
most  just  regard  for  your  own  interests: 
there  ttnll  be  a  reckoning,  and  a  very  terri- 
ble one,  ere  long,  for  somebodv-^ut  we*ve 
time  enough  for  all  that !  OnW  let  us  have 
tiie  unspeakable  happiness  of  seeing  you 
once  fairly  in  possession  of  your  estates,  and 
our  office  shall  know  no  rest  till  you  have 
got  all  you  are  entitled  to— every  fiurthing 
even !" 

^*  Oh,  never  fear  our  letting  them  resti" 
said  Mr.  Quirk,  judiciously  aoconmiodating 
himself  to  the  taste  and  apprehension  of  his 
excited  auditor— ''Those  tnat  must  give  up 
tiie  goose,  must  give  up  the  giblets  alscH- 
ha,  ha,  ha!**  Messrs.  Gammon  and  Snap 
echoed  the  laugh,  and  enjoyed  die  joke  of 
tf*.e  head  of  the  firm. 

*'  Ha,  ha,  ha !"  'duehed  Mr.  Titmouse,  im- 
mensely excited  by  the  conjoint  influence  of 
the  brandy  and  tiie  news  of  the  night,  **  capi- 
tal !  capital !  hurrah !    Such  goings  on  there 
^illhef  You're  all  of  thariffht  sort,  I  see! 
Law  forever!    Lei  me  shake  hands  with 
.fmr  all,  gents!  fiome^  if  you  please,  aU 
together  f  mU  fneadm  to-night  !** 


I  And  he  grasped  each  of  liie  flnto  wadBs 
proffered  nght  hands  of^  Messis.  Qniilii 
Gaamion  anid  Snap,  wi&  an  energy  that 
W9S  likely  to  make  all  tiie  high  contracting 
parties  to  that  quadruple  alliance  remembec 
Its  ratification. 

**  And  is  it  alt  a  ready-money  afiair,  genii 
— er  rent,  and  all  Hud  kind  of  thing!" 

*«Why,  almost  entirely  tiie  latter,"  an* 
swered  Quirk,  **  except  the  accumulations." 

••  Then  I'm  a  mat  landlord,  am  1 1" 

^I  ndeed,  my  dear  Mr,  Titmouse,  you  are-* 
(that  is,  unless  we  have  made  a  blunder 
such  as  our  house  is  not  often  in  the  habit 
of  making)  and  liave  two  very  fine  hoeses 
in  different  parts  of  the  country." 

«'  Capital !  deli^tful !  I'll  live  in  both 
of  them-^ueh  gmngs  on !  And  is  it  fuik 
up  to  the  mark  of  10,000/.  a  year!" 

**  We  really  entettain  no  doubt." 

^  And  such  as  I  can  spend  all  of  it,  even 
year!" 

«*  Certainly— no  doubt  of  it — not  the  least 
The  rents  are  paid  with  most  exemplary^— 
at  least,"  added  Mr.  Gammon,  with  a  cap- 
tivating and  irresistible  smile,  and  taking 
him  affectionately  by  the  hand— *' at  least 
they  tot//  be,  as  soon  as  we  have  them  fiudy 
in  our  management." 

''  Oh,  votfVe  to  get  it  all  in  for  me,  am 
youV  he  inauired  briskly.  The  three 
partnera  bowed,  with  the  most  deprecating- 
ly  disinterested  air  in*  the  world,  intimating 
that,  for  hit  sake,  they  were  ready  to  take 
upon  themselves  even  that  troublesome  re- 
sponsibility. 

<«  Capital !  couH'nt  be  better !  couldn't  be 
better!  Ah,  ha,  bar— you've  catdied  the 
goose,  and  must  bring  me  its  eggs.  Ah,  In, 
ha !  a  touch  in  your  Ime,  old  gents !" 

•<Ha,  ha,  ha!  excellent!  ah,  ha,  ha!" 
laughed  the  threepartnere  at  the  wit  of  their 
new  client.  Mr.  Titmouse  joined  them,  aoA 
snapped  his  fingere  in  the  air. 

«*  Lord— I've  just  thou^t  of  Dowlea, 
Tagrag  and  Company*s--I  seem  as  if  I 
hadn't  seen  or  heard  of  them  for  Lotd 
knows  how  long! — but  there  the^  are!— 
fancy  old  Tagrag  makinff  me  a  besgar  on 
the  tenth  of  next  monthr-3ia,  ha,  ha  1  shan't 
see  that  d        d  hob  any  more." 

*< There!"  whispered  Mr.  Gammon, ap- 
prehensively, in  the  ear  dT  Mr.  Quirk; 
'•didn't  I  tell  you  that  that  would  be  it? 
We've  been  monstrously  foolish  and  pie- 
matnre." 

**  It  won't  do  to  go  back  to  that— eugfa ! 
ehl  will  it? — ^you  know  what  I  mean. 
Fancy  Tittlebat  Titmouse  standing  b»> 
hind  .-^" 

The  ^axtneta  looked  rather  blanlt. 

**  We  cou\4  Neiktaift  \o  ^a^igesX^'^^'X^^- 
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shmthti^  nft€mity  thero  is  for  ey«ry  ihiuf  on 
your  part  and  our  parts  to  go  on  as  quietly 
as  before,  for  a  little  time  to  come :  to  be 
•are  and  safe  my  d«ar  sir,  we  must^be 

"Oh,  I  see,  gents!  I  see;  mum — ^mum's 
'  the  word,  for  the  present !  But,  I  mwU  say, 
if  there  is  any  one  whom  I  want  to  hear  x)f 
it  sooner  than  another,  it's --" 

"Dowdy,  Ragbag,  and  Co.,  I  suppose ! 
ha,  na,  ha  !'*  interrupted  Mr.  Gammoh,  his 
partners  echoing  his  laugh. 

"Ha,  ha,  haf  Cuss  the  cats — that's  it 
'—ha,  ha,  ha !"  echoed  Mr.  T^itraouse ;  who, 
getting  up  out  of  his  chair,  could  not  resist 
capering  to  and  fro  in  something  of  the  at- 
titude of  a  stage-dancer,  whistling  and 
humming  by  tarns,  and  indulging  in  various 
other  wild  antics. 

"  And  now,  gents,  to  do  a  bit  of  business 
^— when  am  I  to  begin  scattering  the  shiners, 
eh  t"  he  inquired,  interrupting  an  earnest, 
Iow-<toned  conversation  between  the  part- 
ners. 

"  Oh,  of  coarse  some  delay  is  anavoida- 
hle.  All  we  have  done,  as  yet,  is  to  discover 
that,  so  far  as  we  are  advised,  and  can 
jadge,  you  are  the  right  owner ;  but  very 
extensive  operations  must  be  immediately 
commenced,  before  you  can  be  put  in  pos- 
session. There* are  some  who  won't  be 
persuaded  to  drop  dS  10,000  a  year  out  of 
their  hands  for  the  mere  asking." 

"The  devil  there  are!  frho  are  they 
that  want  to  keep  ipe  any  longer  oat  of 
what's  my  own — what's  justly  mine  1  Eh  1 
1  want  to  know !     Haven't  they  kept  me 

out  long  enough  t—d ^n  'm!    Put  'em 

in  prison  directlyc— don't  spare  'em — ^ras- 
cals !" 

"  TTiey'H  probably  ere  long  find  their  way 
hi  that  direction — for,  however  he's  to  make 
ap,  poor  devil,  the  mesne  profits — ^— " 

"Mean  profits ! — ^is  that  all  you  call  them, 

Sents.  It's  rogue's  money — ^villian's  pro- 
ts  !  So  don't  spare  'em — ^he's  robbed  the 
fatherless,  which  I;  am,  and  an  orphan! 
Keep  me  out  of  what's  mine,  indeed! — 

D d  i^  he  shall,  though !" 

"  My  dear  Mr.  Titmouse,**  said  Gammon 
gravely, "  we  are  getting  on  too  fast — dread- 
fully too  fast.  It  will  never  do :  matters  of 
such  immense  importance  as  these  cannot 
^  hurried  on,  or  talked  of,  in  this  way." 


"  I  like  that,  sir !— I  do,  d- 


I" 


"  You  will,  really,  if  you  go  on  in  this 
vild  way,  Mr.  Titmouse,  make  us  regret 
•he  trouble  we  have  taken  in  the  affair,  and 
especially  the  promptness  with  which  we 
have  communicated  to  you  the  extent  of 
your  good  fortune." 

**Beg'  pardon,  Pm  Bare,  gent«,  but  meap 
»o  oiFeoce;  am  monstroaa  chHged  to  yoa  for 


what  yonWedoiM  for  nut — hat^  hyJc^iiVn 
taken  me  rather  a-back,  I  own,  to  hear  thtt 
Pm  to  be  kept  so  long  out  of  it  all.  Whjr 
can't  you  oner  him,  whoever  he  is  that  ham 
my  property,  a  handsome  sum  to  go  oqI 
at  oncel  Gents,  Pll  own  |o  you  Vu^ 
most  uncommon  low — never  so  low  in  my 

life-— d d  low !     Done  up,  and  can't  g^ 

what's  justly  mine !  What  am  I  to  do  in 
the  meanwhile  1     Consider  that,  gents." 

"  You  are  rather  excited  just  now,  Mr. 
Titmodse,"  said  Mr.  Quirk  seriously ; "  sup- 
pose we  now  break  up,  and  resume  our  con* 
versation  to-morrow,  when  we  are  all  i^ 
better  and  calmer  trim  t" 

"  No,  sir,  thanking  you  all  the  same ;  but 
I  think  we'd  better  go  on  with  it  now,"  rc^ 
plied  Titmouse,  impetuously.  "  Do  you, 
think  I  can  stoop  to  ^o  back  to  that  nasty, 
beastly  shop,  and  behind  the  counter  1"     .. 

"Our  decided  opinion,  Mr.  Titmouse, 
said   Mr.  Quirk,  eniphatically — his  othe^ 
partners  getting  very  ^ve  in  their  looks 
— "  that  IS,  if  our  opinion  is  worth  offer-, 
ing " 

"That  remains  to  be  seen,"  said  Tit? 
mouse,  with  a  pettish  shake  of  the  head. 

"  Well,  such  as  it  is,  we  otfer  it  to  you; 
and  it  is,  that  for  many  reasons  you  con- 
tinue, for  a  little  while  longer,  in  your  pr^ 
sent  situation." 

"  What !  own  Tagrag  for  my  master— 
and  T  worth  JBI 0,000  a  yearl" 

"  My  dear  sir,  you've  not  got  it  yet'* 

"  Do  you  thmk  you'd  have  told  me  what 
you  have,  if  you  weren't  sure  t  No»  no  ? 
you've  gone  too  far!  I  shall  burst,  I  shall ! 
Me  go  on  as  before !— they  use  me  worse 
and  worse  every  day.  Gents,  you'll  excuse 
me — ^I  hope  you  will ;  but  business  is  busi- 
ness, gents — it  is,  and  if  you  won't  <lo  mine», 
I  must  look  out  for  them  that  will — 'pon  my 
soul,  I  must,  and" — ^If  Mr.  Titmouse  could 
have  seen,  or  having  seen,  appreciated,  the 
looks  which  the  three  partners  interchanged, 
on  hearing  this  absurd,  ungrateful,  and  in- 
solent speech  of  his — the  expression  that 
flitted  across  their  shrewd  faces ;  that  was^ 
intense  contempt  for  him,  hardly  overmas- 
tered and  concealed  by  a  vivid  perception 
of  their  own  interests,  which  was,  of  course, 
to  manaa^e^  to  soothe,  to  conciliate  him.! 

How  the  reptile  propensities  of  his  mean 
nature  had  thriven  beneath  the  sudden  sun- 
shine of  unexpected  prosperity! — See  alrea- 
dy his  selfishness,  tniculence,  rapacity,  in 
fidl  play ! 

'"  So,  gents,**  said  he,  after  a  long  and  keen 
expostulation  with  them  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, "  I'm  to  go  to-morrow  morning  to  D' w- 
las  and  Co,'^,  wvd  Vi  ^  qtv^'^?^^  ^x^ssrS^ 
life  I  \©A  IVtc  Vy^«3  ^  ^  ^a'^  \tf3J^\!i!^\a^. 
happened  V* 


¥Blf  TdOtlSIAND  A  YIBAl. 


1  •  * 

**In  T<raT  present  hmncr,  Mr.  TitmoQse, 
It  would  be  in  Tain  to  discuss  the  xn&tter^** 
taid  Mr.  Quirk.  «« Again  I  tell  you  that  the 
Mnrse  we  have  recommended  is,  in  our 
opinion,  the  proper  one ;  excuse  me  if  I  add, 
iniat  eon  y«u  do  but  adopt  our  advice  T* 

*•  Why,  hang  me,  if  I  won't  employ  some- 
'  body  else— that's  flat!  So,  good  night, 
l^ents ;  youMl  find  tliat  Tittlebat  Titmouse 
isn't  to  be  trilled  with  !"  So  saying,  Mr. 
Titmouse  clapped  his  hat  on  his  head, 
bounced  out  or  the  room,  and,  no  attempt 
being  made  to  stop  him,  he  was  in  the  street 
fai  a  twinkling. 

^  Did  you  eyer  see  such  a  little  beast !" 
ezclaimea  Mr.  Gammon  with  an  air  of  dia^- 
gust. 

^  Beggar  on  horseback!'*  exclaimed  Snap. 

*•  It  won't  do,  however,'*  said  Mn  Quirk, 
with  as  chagrined  an  air  as  his  partners, 
^  for  him  to  go  at  large  in  his  present  frame 
of  mind— he  may  ruin  the  thing  altogether." 

"  As  good  as  J&500  a  year  out  of  the  way 
of  the  office,"  said  Snap. 

^  E^d,  that  at  least,"  said  Mr.  Gammon, 
seizing  his  hat,  ^«  I'll  after  him,  and  bring 
him  back  at  all  hazards ;  and  we  must  really 
try  and  do  something  for  him  in  the  mean- 
while, to  keep  him  quiet  till  the  thing's 
brought  a  little  into  train."  So  out  went 
afier  Titmouse,  Mr.  Gammon,  from  whose 
tips  dropped  pecsuasion  sweeter  than  ho- 
ney; and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  he 
were  to  be  able  to  brin^  back  that  stubborn 
piece  of  conceited  stupidity. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Titmouse  heard  the  street 
door  sent  afler  him  with  a  kind  of  bang,  he 
snapped  his  fingers  once  or  twice,  by  way  of 
letting  off  a  little  of  the  inflammable  air  that 
was  m  him,  and  muttered,  ^*  Pretty  chaps 
ihose,  upon  my  word !  I'll  expose  them  all  I 
ril  apply  to  the  Lord  Mayor — they're  a 
pack  of  swindlers  they  are !  This  is  the 
way  they  treat  m«,  who've  got  a  title  to 
jCl 0,000  a  year!  To  be  sure" — He  stood 
still  for  a  moment,  and  another  moment,  and 
dismay  came  quickly  over  him ;  for  it  sud- 
denly occurred  to  him  what  hold  had  he  got 
on  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snau  !— 
what  could  he  dol — ^what  hao  he  done? 

Ah — ^the  golden  vision  of  the  last  few 
hours  was  fading  away  momentarily,  like  a 
dream !  Each  second  of  his  deep  and  rapid 
reflectiout  rendered  more  impetuous  his 
desire  and  determination  to  return  and 
make  his  peace  with  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gam- 
mon and  Snap.  By  submission  for  the 
pieaent  he  could  get  the  whip-hand  of  them 
hereafter !  He  was  in  the  act  of  turning 
Foand  towards  the  oflics,  when  Btr.  Gam- 
Mioa  soWjr  laid  hia  bsLod  upon  tho  thouldef 
mhia  repentant  client, 
**Mr.  TlUBouae;  mydmr  siTy  what  is  the 


matter  with  yoni    How  could  we  bo  inl^ 
understand  each  other?" 

Titmouse's  small  cunning  was  on  the  ^im 
vitfCf  and  he  saw  and  followed  up  his  ad- 
vantage. **  I  am  going,"  said  he,  in  a  rs- 
solute  tone,  '^  to  speak  to  some  one  else,  tM 
the  morning." 

'^That,  of  course,  signifies  nothing  jto 
any  one  but  yourself.  You  will  take  any 
steps,  my  dear  sir,  that  occur  to  you,  anrf 
act  as  you  may  be  advised." 

*^  Monstrous  kind  of  you  to  come  and  give 
me  such  good  advice !"  exclaimed  TitmooM, 
with  a  sneer. 

*'  Oh,  don't  mention  it,"  said  Gammon, 
coolly ;  **  I  came  out  of  pure  good  natural 
to  assure  you  that  our  office,  notwithstand^ 
ing  what  has  passed,  entertains  not  ths 
slightest  personal  ill-feeling  towards  you, 
in  thus  tiirowing  ofi*  tlieir  hands  a  reiy 
long,  and  dreadfully  harassing  aflkir." 

**  Hem !"  exclaimed  Titmouse,  once  or 
twice. 

*'So  good-nieht,  Mr.  Titmouse— good 
night !  Uod  bless  you !"  Mr.  Gammei 
in  the  act  of  returning  to  his  door,  extended 
his  hand  to  Mr.  Tittkbat,  who  he  instantly 
perceived  was  melting  rapidly. 

"  Why,  pir--if  I  thought  you  all  meant 
the  correct  thing — ^hem !  J 'say,  the  correct 
thing  by  m^^I  shouldn't  so  nauch  mind  a 
little  disappointment  for  the  time ;  but  yoe 
must  own,  Mr.  Gammon,  it  is  very  haid 
being  kept  out  of  one's  own  so  long." 

"True,  Tery  true,  Mr,  Titmouse.  VeiT 
hard  it  is,  indeed,  to  bear,  and  we  all  felt 
deeply  lor  you,  and  would  have  set  evsrj 
thing  in  train ^" 

''JVimldhave " 

^^  Yes,  my  dear  Mr.  Titmouse,  we  wouU 
have  done  it,  and  brought  you  through  every 
difllculty— over  every  obstacle." 

'*  Why — you  don't— -hardly — quite- 
mean  to  say  you've  given  it  all  up  !•— What, 
already!"  exclaim^  Titmouse, in  evident 
alarm. 

Gammon  had  triumphed  over  Titmouse  I 
whom,  nothing  loth,  he  brought  back,  ia 
two  minutes'  time,  into  the  room  which 
Titmouse  had  just  before  so  nidely  quitted* 
Mr.  Quirk  and  Mr.  Snap  had  their  p^rts  yet 
to  perform.  They  were  in  the  act  or  locking 
up  desks  and  drawers,  evidently  on  the 
move ;  and  received  Mr.  Titmouse  with  aa 
air  of  cold  surprise. 

'*  Mr.  Titmouse  again !"  exclaimed  Mr. 
Quirk,  taking  his  gloves  out  of  his  hat* 
"Back  again! — an  unexpected    honour.** 

"  Leave  any  thing  behind  1"  inquired  Mr* 
Snap — »'  don't  see  any  thing." 

"OVi  ao^Mi\  itfKVVtV   TVCvi  5g£iv>\«nAse^ 

Mr.  Gaxamoii^«n!\  Wck^%  TnaA^W^  >m^ 

genial  ViaikoX'^«x»^an:s  thotaxaV^^^X^v^ 


T**r  tH^iy»AN»  A  tram:^ 


^Vexeiy  Mr.  Titmouse!^  eclioed  Mr. 
Uuirk,  with  an  air  sternly  ironical,  «We 
ate  under  great  obHgatxcms  to  you  for  your 
^ibearanee  !'• 

•*  Oh,  Gome,  gents  !**  said  Titmouse,  more 
and  more  disturbed,  <*  I  wtu  too  warm,  I 
^are  say,^ — and  I  ask  your  pardon,  all  of 
you,  gents!  I  won't  say  another  word,  if 
youHl  but  buckle  to  business  again— quite 
exactly  in  your  own  way — because,  you 


"  It's  growing^  ocry  late,"  said  Mr.  Quiik, 
eoldly,  and  looking  at  his  waU^h ;  **  however, 
afUr  what  yoa  have  said,  probably  at  some 
future  time,  when  we've  leisure  to  look  into 
the  thing--" 

Poor  Titmonse  was  ready  to  drop  on  his 
knees,  in  mingled  agony  and  fright. 

«•  May  I  be  allowed  to  say,"  interposed 
the  blaml  voice  of  Mr.  Gammon,  addressing 
himself  to  Mr.  Quirk,  **  that  Mr.  Titmouse 

few  minutes  a<ro  assured   me,  outside 


cool  way,  ><siiioe'lliftt  li  to,  proWbN  w. 
may  be  induced  to  iMuiBe  oor  beayr  lasoms) 
in  ycnnr  behalf;  and  if  yoa  will  mvour  na 
with  a  call  to-monow  night,  at  th»  taiMi 
hour,  we  may  have,  by  that  time,  made  tm 
our  minds  as  to  the  couna  we  ahall  think' 
fit  to  adopt.'* 

*'Lord!  sir,  ril   be  here   as  the  okdci 
strikes,  aad  as  meek  as  m  mouse ;  and  pray, 
have  it  all  in  yomr  own  way  for  the  fotuie.' 
gents— do !" 

**  Good  night,  sir— -^ood  night!"  ezdalm^ 
ed  the  partneiB,  moHoniBg  iawudB  Ibm 
door. 

«'Good  night,  gents!"  said  Titmouse, 


bowinv  veiT  low,  and  feeling  himself  at  tfie 
same  Ume  being  bowed  cut!  As  he  passsd 
out  of  the  room,  he  cast  m  Ifngeiing  look  in 


there,  that  if  you  could  only  be  persuaded 
to  let  our  house  take  up  his  case  again—" 

*'I  did— -I  did  indeed,  gents!  so  help  me 
— !"  interrupted  Mr.  Titmouse,  eagerly 
backing  with  an  oath  the  ready  lie  of  Mr. 
Gammon. 

Mr.  Quirk  drew  his  hand  across  his 
chin,  musingly,  and  stood  silently  for  a  few 
moments,  evidently  irresolute. 

**  WelJ^"  said  he  at  length,  bat  in  a  yery 


their  three  frigid  bees,  as  if  ttiay  weie  Uk-^ 
fifels  sternly  shut^g  him  oat  from  Panulissi.  • 
What  misery  was  his,  as  he  walked  slewly 
homeward,  with  mueh  the  same  fesling» 
(now  that  the  fumes  of  the  brandy  had' 
evaporated,  and  ihe  reaetion  of  ezeitsmsnti 
was  coming  on,  aggravaked  bra  lecoUeetai' 
of  the  desperate  cheek  h*  had  reeeived)  as  m 
sick   and    troubled   man,  who,  sodoenly. 
roused  out  of  S  deiioions  dream,  drops  inti^ 
wretched  reality,  as  it  were  out  of  a  ftirv.. 
land,  whi^h  with  all  its  dear  innumamU* 
delights,  is  melting  ofethead  into  thin  i 
disi^pearing/or 


CHAPTER  n. 


Oix»rT  Couarhad  never  looked  so  odious 
to  Titmouse  as  it  did  when,  harassed  and 
depressed  as  I  have  described  him,  he  ap- 
proached it  about  one  o'clock,  A.  M.  He 
flung  himself  on  his  bed  for  a  moment,  di- 
rectly he  had  shut  his  door,  intending  pre- 
sently to  rise  and  undress ;  but  sleep  having 
got  him  prostrate  secured  her  victory.  She 
waved  her  black  wand  over  him,  and  he 
woke  not  till  eig^ht  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
A  second  long-drawn  sigh  was  preparing 
to  follow  its  predecessor,  when  he  heard  it 
strike  eight  and  sprung  off  the  bed  in  a 
fright ;  for  he  ought  to  have  been  at  the  shop 
an  hour  ago.  Dashing  a  little  water  into 
his  face,  and  scarce  staying  to  wipe  it  off, 
he  ran  down  stairs,  through  the-  court,  and 
alonff  the  street,  never  stopping  till  he  had 
ftmna  his  w»y  i/7to— almost  the  very  arms' 
pf  the  dreaded  Mr.  Tamg;  who,  rarely 
waking  Jus  Mppeanmce  pU  aboat  hAtfpnst 


nine,  had,  as  the  mischief  woold  fasfe  i^ 
happened  to  come  down  an  hoar  and  a  half 
earlier  than  usual,  on  the  onl^  morning  ooC 
of  several  hundreds  on  which  Titmoose 
had  heeh  more  than  ten  minutes  beyond  lun 
time. 

«^  Yours,  very  respeetfully,  Mr.  Titmooaa^ 
— Thomas  Tagrag!"  exclaimed  that  pei^ 
sonage  with  mock  solemnity,  bowing  foiw 
mally  to  his  astounded  and  breathless  slibpi^ 
man.  . 

**  I..I-.4>eg  your  pardon,  sir ;  but  I  wisn*C 
very  well,  and  overslept  myself,"  stuniMr* 
ed  Titmouse. 

**  Ne-ver  mind,  Mr.  Titmonse,  u^ym 
mind— it  don't  much  ngniffy**  (ntemqilBdl 
Mr.  Tagrag,  bitterly;  «« you've  just  cetSA 
ho^ir  and  a  half  to  lake  ttda  i^ieoa  cl  liyk^ 
with  my  com^WtnncAftH  V^  ^<ewBi%«^tNM^ 
and  Y^eaveV\nl>\i\%tra^%V^^3ii^^<^^«s^ 


TMK'imiOW^AnW  A  XSA^: 


tea  Wese^End  boiie  Ukeinitio,  and  biiag 
back  a  b«tter  pieee  iBtleed  of  it!'* 

M  Very  well,  siiw-botr-^fore  my  l>ieak- 
«Mt,8irr'  • 

*«Did  I  My  a  word  about  bieakfaaC,  air? 
Yon  heard  my  ofdera,  air;  you  can  attend 
to  them  or  not,  Bir.  Titmouse,  as  you 
pleata !" 

.  Off  trotted  Titmouse  tniton^,  without 
his  breakfast;  and  ao  Taoraf  gained  one 
object  he  had  in  view.  Titmouse  found 
this  rather  trying:  a  five-mile  walk  before 
him  with  no  inconsiderable  load  under  his 
arm,  having  had  nothing  to  eat  since  the 
ivreosding  evening,  when  he  had  partaken 
of  a  delicate  repast  of  thick  slices  of  bread, 
smeared  slightly  over  with  salt  butter,  and 
moistened  with  a  most  astringent  decoction 
•f  tea-leaves,  sweet«ied  vrith  brown  sugar, 
and  discoloured  vrith  sky-blue  milk.  He 
had  not  even  a  farthing  about  him  where- 
with to  buy  a  penny  roll !  As  he  went  dis- 
ooBSolately  along,  so  many  doubts  and  fears 
fanned  impetuously  about  him  that  they 
eompletely  darkened  his  little  soul,  and  b^ 
wildered  hit  small  und^standing.  TWi 
ikouaamd  a  year/-— it  was  never  meant  for 
the  like  of  him.  He  soon  worked  himself 
into  a  conviction  that  the  whole  thin^  was 
uifinitely  too  good  to  be  true ;  the  af&ar  was 
despeiate;  it  had  been  all  moonsnine;  for 
some  cunning  purpose  or  another,  Messrs. 
Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  had  been — ah, 
here  he  was  within  a  few  yards  of  their  re- 
sidence, the  scene  of  last  night's  trafnc 
transactions!  As  he  passed  Saffron  Hill, 
he  paused,  looked  up  towards  the  blessed 
abod^— 

**  Where  ceMred  all  bit  kopet  end  fNit," 

ntiered  a  profound  sigh,  and  passed  slowly 
on  towards  Smithfield.  The  words,  ^'  Quirk, 
Qmmmtm^  mud  &rwf^'^  seemed  to  be  written 
over  every  shop-wmdow  which  he  passed — 
their  iqiages  filled  his  mind's  eye.  What 
•ottld  they  be  at?  They  had  been  all  very 
pslitB  and  friendly— -cmd  of  their  own  seek- 
ing :  had  he  affronted  them  ?  How  coldly 
aim  proudfy  tiiey  had  parted  with  him  over- 
night !  It  was  evident  that  they  could  stand 
no  nonsen8e--they  were  great  lawyers ;  so 
he  mast  (if  they  reallv  would  allow  him  to 
see  them  again)  eat  humble  pie  cheerfully 
till  he  had  got  all  they  had  to  |^ve  him. — 
How  he  dreaded  the  coming  mght !  Per- 
haps they  intended  civilly  to  teU  him  that 
they  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
him;— -they  would  get  the  estate  for  them- 
■slves,  <n  some  one  else  that  would  be  more 
manageable!  They  had  taken  care  to  tell 
him  Dothiag  at  ail  9boat  the  nature  of  Ms 
pfBteaaioBa  to  tbia  mnd  fortune.  Oh,  how 
^nAy  tbejr  wm^-r^ybad  it  aU  thaii  owu 


wi^I-^Bot  what,  aAer  •11,liad  he  vsilly 
doncl  The  estates  were  his,  if  they  wot 
really  in  earnest— his,  and  no  one's  else ;  and 
why  .should  he  be  kept  out  of  them  at  their 
will  and  pleasure  t  Suppose  he  were  to  say 
he  would  give  them  aJi  he  was  entitled  to 
for  jS20,000  down,  in  cashi  Oh  no;  on 
second  thoughts,  that  would  be  only  two 
years'  income !  But  on  the  other  hand — he 
dared  hardly  even  to  propose  it  to  his 
thoughts— etill  suppose  it  tfimld  really  turn 
out  true!  Goodness  gracious! — that  day 
two  months  he  might  be  riding  about  in  his 
carriage  in  the  Parks,  and'poor  devils  look- 
ing at  him,  as  he  now  looked  on  all  those 
who  now  rode.  There  he  would  be,  hold- 
ing up  his  head  with  the  best  of  them,  in- 
st^ul  of  slaving  about  as  he  was  that  mo- 
ment, carrying  about  that  cursed  bundl^<~ 
ough!  how  he  shrunk  as  he  changed  its 
position,  to  relieve  his  aching  right  arm ! 
Whv  was  his  mouth  to  be  stopped  1 — why 
might  he  not  tell  his  shopmates?  What 
would  he  not  give  for  the  luxury  of  teUing 
it  to  the  odious  Tagragi  If  he  were  to  do 
so,  Mr.  Tagrag,  he  was  sure,  would  ask 
him  to  dinner  the  very  next  Sunday,  at  his 
country  house  at  Clapham.  Thoughts  such 
as  these  so  occupied  his  mind,  that  he  did 
not  for  a  long  while  observe  that  he  was 
walking  at  a  rapid  rate  towards  the  Mile- 
end  roaid,  having  left  Whitechapel  church 
nearly  half  a  mi&  behind  him !  The  possi- 
ble master  of  Jgl0,000  a  year  felt  fit  to  drop 
with  fatigrue,  and  sudden  apprehension  of 
the  storm  he  should  have  to  encounter  when 
he  first  saw  Mr.  Tagrag  after  so  long  an 
absence.  He  was  detained  for  a  cruel  length 
of  time  at  Messrs.  Shuttle  and  W'eaver's, 
who  not  having  the  required  quantity  « 
silk  at  that  moment  on  their  premises,  h  ^ 
some  difficulty  in  obtaining  it,  after  havi)  ; 
sent  for  it  to  one  or  two  neighbouring  mam- 
factories  ;  by  which  means  it  came  to  pass 
that  it  was  two  o'clock  before  Titmouse, 
completely  exhausted  and  dispirited,  and 
reekmg  with  perspiration,  had  reached 
Dowlas  and  Company's.  The  gentlemen 
of  the  shop  had  finished  their  dinners. 

'*  Go  up  stairs  and  get  your  dinner,  sir!*^ 
exclaimed  Tagrag  impetuously,  after  having 
received  Messrs.  Snuttle  and  Weaver's 
message.  . 

Titmouse  went  op  stairs  hungry  enough, 
and  found  himself  the  sole  occupant  of  the 
lon^  close-smelling  room  in  which  bis  com- 
pamons  had  been  dining.  His  dinner  was 
presently  brought  to  him  by  a  slatternly 
servant-girL  ft  was  in  an  uncovered  basin, 
which  appeared  to  contain  nothing  but  tha 
leavings  ofhiacompamons — a  savoury  ii^ 
termixUiTe  ut  co\Il  ^\;&\Ae&>  'V^tc^civ  \&«^^ 
(cbie&j  bits  ot  tax  axA  ^\&>1^;^  ^  >\v^^  V>kA 
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limviBg  bem  thrown  over  il  to  make 
It  appear  warm  and  freah— (fauffh !)  His 
plate  (with  a  small  pinoh  of  salt  opon  it) 
Aad  not  been  dean^  after  its  reeent  use, 
btttendently  only  hastily  smeared  over  with 
m  neasy  towel,  as  also  seemed  his  knife  and 
£m,  which,  in  their  disgustinff  state,  he 
was  &in  to  put  up  with,  Uie  table  cloth  on 
which  he  miffht  have  wiped  them  havin^^ 
been  removed.  A  huncti  of  bread  that 
seemed  to  hare  been  tossing  about  in  the 
pan. for  days,  and  half-a-pint  of  flatrlooking 
pjid  sour-smelling  table-beer,  completed  the 
fiure  set  before  him ;  opposite  which  he  sate 
for  some  minutes,  too  much  occupied  with 
bis  reflections  to  commence  his  repast.  He 
was  in  the  act  of  scooping  out  ot  the  basin 
aome  of  its  inviting  contents,  when— '*  Tit- 
mouse !"  exclaimed  the  voice  of  one  of  his 
•hopmates,  peering  in  at  him  through  the 
half-open  door,  *'  Mr.  Tagrag  wants  you ! 
He  say^  you've  had  plenty  of  time  to  finish 
jo/fOT  dinner  !'* 

**  Oh,  tell  him,  then,  Pm  only  just  begin- 
idng  my  dinner— en^h !  such  as  it  is,**  re- 

{»liM  litmouse  masticating  the  first  mouth- 
ul  with  an  appearance  of  no  pariicular 
felish, — fii^r  to  the  like  of  it  he  had  never 
before  sat  down  since  he  had  been  in  the 
honoured  house  he  was  then  serving. 

In  a  few  minutes  Mr.  Tagrag  himself  en- 
tered the  room,  stuttering — ^*How  much 
longer,  sir;  is  i^  your  pleasure  to  spend  over 
your  din^r,  ehV 

**Not  another  moment,  sir,**  answered 
Titmouse,  k)oking  with  ill-concealed  dis- 
gust at  the  savoury  victuals  before  him ; 
.**  if  you'll  only  allow  me  a  few  minules  to 
CO  home  and  buy  a  penny  roll  instead  of  all 

**  Vo— -ry  good,  sir !  Ve— -ry  parti^-cv^— 
larly  good,  Mr.  Titmouse,**  replied  Tagrag, 
with  ill-subdued  fury;  *^any  thing  else  that 
I  can  make  a  l^le  memorandum  of  against 
the  day  of  your  leaving  usi*' 

This  hint  of  twofold  terror,  t.  e,  of  with- 
boldin&r  the  wretched  balance  of  salary  that 
might  be  due  to  him,  on  the  ground  of  mis- 
conduct, and  of  8t.so  giving  hmi  a  damning 
character,  dispelled  the  small  remains  of 
Titmouse*s  appetite,  and  he  rose  to  return 
to  the  shop,  involuntarily  clutching  his  fist 
as  he  brushed  close  past  the  tyrant  Tagrag 
on  the  stairs,  whom  he  would  have  been  de- 
lighted to  pitch  down  head-foreraost;  and 
if  ne  had  done  so,  none  of  his  fdlow-slaves 
below,  in  spite  of  their  present  sycophancy 
towards  Tagrag,  would  have  shown  any 
particular  alacrity  in  picking  up  their  com- 
mon oppressor.  Poor  Tittleoat  resumed  his 
^Id  situation  behind  the  counter;  but  how 
dWerent  biapremBt  fi(fak  his  fonner  air  and 


iBg  p^y  tnit  of  Ms  bushy  hiiir  over  bis 
ri^t  ear,  and  his  yard  measure  in  his  hand, 
no  one,  till  Monday  morning,  had  bemi  move 
cheerful,  sitiirking  and  nimble,  than  Tittlebat 
Titmouse.  Alas,  now  crestfallen  now  1  None 
of  his  companions  could  make  hhn  out,  or 
guess  what  was  in  the  wind ;  so  they  very 
justly  concluded  that  he  had  been  doing 
something  dreadfully  disgraceful,  the  extent 
of  which  was  known  to  'I^igrag  and  himseM' 
alone.  Their  jeers  and  banters  were  giving 
place  to  cold  distrustful  looks,  that  were 
much  more  trying  to  bear.  How  he  longed 
to  be  able  to  burst  upon  their  astounded 
minds  with  the  pent  up  intelligence  that  was 
silently  racking  and  splitting  his  little  bo- 
som !  Btt#  if  he  did-*-the  terrible  firm  of 
Quirk,  Grammon,  and  Snap— dh !  the  very 
thought  of  them  glued  his  Hps  togetheh 
But  then  there  was  one  whom  he  might 
surely  make  a  confidanW^the  excellent 
Huokabacl£,  with  whom  he  had  no  oppor* 
tunity  of  communicating  since  Sunday 
night. 

That  gentleman  was  as  close  a  prisoner 
at  the  establishment  of  Diaper  and  Sarsenet, 
in  Tottenham-court  Road,  as  Titmouse  at 
Messrs.  Dowlas's,  of  which  said  establishi- 
ment  he  was  as  great  an  ornament  as  Tit- 
mouse of  that  of  Messrs.  Dowlas.  They 
were  about  the  same  height,  and  equals  in 
puppyism  of  manners,  dress,  aad  appear- 
ance; but  Titmouse  was  much  the  better 
looking.  With  equal  conceit  in  their  faceSi 
that  ofHuokaback,  square  and  flat,  and  sal* 
low,  had  an  expression  of  ineffable  impu- 
dence that  made  a  lady  shudder,  and  a  gen- 
tleman feel  a  tingling  sensation  in  his  nghl 
toe.  About  his  smafi  black  eyes  there  was 
a  glimmer  of  low  cunning; — but  I  have  not 
oatience  to  paint  the  fellow  any  further. 
When  Titmouse  lefl  the  shop  that  night,  a 
little  after  nine,  he  hurried  to  his  lodgings, 
to  make  himself  as  imposing  in  his  appeaiv 
ance  before  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and 
Snap,  as  his  time  and  means  would  admit 
of.  Behold,  on  the  table  lay  a  letter  from 
Huckaback.  It  was  written  in  a  flourish- 
ing mercantile  hand;  and  here  is  a  copy 
ofit: 


"  Dear  Tit, 

*'  I  hope  you  are  well,  which  is  what  1 
can  only  middling  say  in  respect  of  me. 
Such  a  row  with  my  governors  as  I  have 
had  to-day!  I  thought,  as  I  had  been  ir. 
the  house  near  upon  eighteen  months  at  J^5 
per  annum,  I  might  naturally  ask  for  £^ 
a  year  (which  is  what  my  PredecessM  had,) 
when,  would  you  believe  it^  Mx«  Shax^«t|^ 
(who  \a  ^di^^  \a\^q  \sit<c^\xv^3^  ^'^'«:^sc«l>; 

^  ^.«  1  to  trVioia  1  i^m^  ^^  ^^LATwa^Tsa  \s^  ^^'^^^S^ 

With  hia  pen  ocoaaionally  poop- 1  against  toe,  ^lA  \  ^^t^  va^  >k^  \«^«^  "^^^ 
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•aufiting-hoaw,  where  both  the  goYeiBCfe 
Was,  and  they  gave  it  nie  in  aach  a  wa^ 
tiiat  you  never  saw  nor  heard  of;  ont  it 
Wasn't  aH  on  their  own  side,  as  you  know 
■M  too  well  to  think  of.  You  wonld  have 
thought  I  had  been  a  going  to  rob  the  house. 
They  said  I  was  most  audacious^  and  all 
that,  and  unmteful,  and  what  would  I  have 
next!  Mr.  Diaper  said  times  was  come  to 
soch  a  pitch! !  since  he  was  first  in  the  bu- 
siness, for  salaries  is  risen  to  double,  and 
not  half  the  work  done  that  was,  and  no 
gratitude— (cursed  old  curmudgeon !)  He 
•aid  if  I  left  them  just  now,  I  might  whistle 
for  a  character,  except  what  I  would  not 
like ;  but  if  he  dont  mind  I'll  ffive  him  a 
trick  of  law  about  that — which  l>rings  me 
*  to  what  happened  to-day  with  our  lawyers, 
the  people  at  Saffron  Hill,  whom  1  thought 
I  would  call  in  on  to-day,  being  near  the 
tteighboarhood  with  some  ligh^  goods,  to 
seeliow  affairs  \va8  getting  on,  and  stir  them 
up  a  bit'* — this  almost  took  Titmouse's 
breath  away — *'  feeling  most  interested  on 

r>ur  account,  as  you  know,  dear  Tit,  I  do. 
said  I  wanted  to  speak  to  o|ie  of  the  gen- 
tlemen on  business  of  importance ;  whereat 
I  was  quickly  shown  into  a  rodm  where  two 
gents  was  sitting.  Having  put»down  my 
parcel  for  a  minute  on  the  table,  I  said  I 
was  a  very  intimate  friend  of  yours,  and  had 
called  in  to  see  how  things  went  on  about 
the  advertisement ;  whereat  you  never  saw  in 
your  life  how  struck  they  looked,  and  stared 
at  one  another  in  speechless  silence,  till 
they  said  to  me,  what  concerned  me  about 
Che  business  1  or  something  of  that  nature, 
but  in  such  a  way  that  ris  a  race  in  me  di- 
rsecly,  all  for  your  sake  Tfor  I  did  not  like 
die  looks  <if  thines ;)  and  says  I,  I  said,  we 
wonld  let  them  Know  we  were  not  to  be 
gamnumedf  whereat  up  rose  the  youngest 
of  the  two,  and  ringing  the  bell,  he  says  to 
a  t*^ht-laced  ymmg  gentleman  with  a  pen 
behind  his  ear,  *Show  him  to  the  door,' 
which  I  was  at  once ;  but,  in  doingso,  let 
out  a  little  of  my  mind  to  them.  They're 
no  better  than  they  should  be,  you  see  if 
thev  are ;  but  when  we  Trick  ihe  property, 
we  11  show  them  who  is  their  masters,  which 
consoles  me.  Good-by,  keep  yoursf»irits 
up,  and  I  will  call  and  tell  you  more  about 
h  on  Sunday.  So  farewell  (I  write  this  at 
Mr.  Sharpeye's  desk,  who  is  coming  down 
ffnm  dinner  directly.)    Your  true  friend, 

MR.  Huckaback. 

"  P    S. — Met  a  young  Jew  last  night 

with  a  lot  of  prime  cigars,  and  (knowing  he 

mwd  have  stole  them,  they  looked  so  good 

Mf  the  price)  J  bought  one  shilling's  worth 

forme,  and  two  shWing^a  worth  for  you, 

r^ur  salary  being  highetf  and  to  say  notHing 
mxaar  cbmobee. " 


All  Ihat  pavt  of  Ilis  IbnBgoiiiff  IsCter  wIlMi 
related  to  its  amiable  writer'sinterview  wMi 
Messrs.  Quirk,  G«nmoii,  and  Snap,  Til- 
raouse  read  in  a  kind  of  spasm — ^he  could 
not  draw  a  breath,  and  felt  m  choking  soi- 
satkm  ooming  over  hhn.  After  a  while,  ^ 
may  spare  myself,**  thoug^ht  he,  **  the  troo- 
ble  of^  rigging  out — Huckaback  has  dome 
my  business  for  me  widi  Messrs.  Qalrit, 
Gammon,  and  Snap— mine  will  only  b#  « 
walk  in  vain !"  After  what  h^d  occurred 
last  night  between  him  and  them ! !— mil 
so  urgently  as  he  had  been  enjoined  tokeeti 
the  matter  to  himself!  Of  course  Huekft- 
back  would  seem  to  have  been  sent  by  him ; 
seeing  he  appeared  to  have  assumed  the. 
hectoring  tone  which  Titmouse  had  tried  so 
vainly  oveT^nisht,  and  now  so  bitteriy  re^ 
pented  of,  and  ne  had  no  doubt  grossly  nh 
suited  the  arbiters  of  Titmouse's  destiny,  (for 
he  knew  Huckaback's  impudenee,)-— he  had 
even  said  that  l^  (Titmouse)  would  not  be 
OARf  MONED  by  them.  But  time  was  pressing': 
with  a  beating  heart  he  scrambled  into  a 
change  of  clothes — bottling  un  his  wratli 
against  the  unconscious  Huckaback  till  he  . 
should  see  that  worthy.  In  a  miserable 
state  of  mind  he  set  on  soon  after  for  Saf 
fron  Hill  at  a  quick  pace,  which  soon  be* 
came  a  trot,  and  onen  sharpened  into  a 
downright  run.  He  saw,  heard,  and  thought 
of  nothing,  as  he  hurried  along  Oxford  Street 
and  Holbom,  but  Quirk,  Qammon,  Snap, 
and  Huckaback,  and  the  reception  which  th^ 
latter  had  secured  for  him^— if,  indeed,  he 
was  to  be  received  at  all.  The  magical 
words.  Ten  Tkoumnd  A  Year^  had  not  dts- 
api^red  from  the  field  of  his  troubled  vi* 
sion;  but  how  faintly  and  dimly  tfiey 
shone! — ^likethe  Pleiades  coldly  distening 
through  intervening  miste  far  on-^-oh !  at 
what  a  stupendous,  immeasurable,  and  hope^ 
less  distance !  Imagine  those  stare  gased 
at  by  the  anguished  and  despairing  eyes  of 
the  bereaved  lover,  madly  believingr  one  of 
them  to  contain  her  who  has  just  departed 
from  his  arms,  and  from  this  world,  and 
you  may  form,  a  notion  of  the  agonized  feel^ 
ings— the  absorbed  contemplation  of  ono 
dear,  dazzling,  but  distant  object,  expeii* 
enced  on  this  occasion  by  Mr.  Titmouse.  No, 
no ;  I  don't  mean  seriously  to  pretend  that 
so  grand  a  thought  as  this  eould  be  enter* 
tained  by  his  little  optics  intellectual ;  yoa 
might  as  well  suppose  the  tiny  eye  of  a 
black  beetle  to  be  scanning  the  vague,  fen* 
cifut,  and  mysterious  figure  and  proportiona 
of  Orion,  or  a  chimpanzee  to  be  perusin|( 
and  pondering  over  the  immortal  PrineipUt^ 
I  repeat,  that  I  have  no  desire  of  the  sort, 
\attA  am  deXemniv^  tvo\  %i^vcv  ^cioUiaUlY  ta 
\  attempt  fti\ewniAt\tt,N»\v\c>\\\^  ^i^-t^ 

ItQWoi^I^^  <V>^^^1^^^*     AXL\»I^^Qftl^ 
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iMittfBg  me  tod  mjsttl^Ml^  Tmaif\m 
«Upwed  to  say  tbat  there  is  no  geUing  a 
%«art  ipto  a  pipt  pot;  that Titmowe's  mind 
was  a  (lalf-piot-v-andUwas  brimful.  All 
4^  while  that  I  hare  been  goiD^^  on  thus, 
kowsTer,  Titmouse  was  hurrying  down 
Bolborn  at  a  ratUinffjrata.  When  at  length 
^  had  reached  Salron  Hill,  he  was  in  a 
hath  of  peiypiration.  His  faoe  was  quite 
nd ;  he  breathed  hard ;  his  heart  beat  no- 
Isally;  he  had  got  a  stitch  inhisside;  and 
ha  eoold  not  get  his  giores  on  his  hot  and 
swollen  hands.  He  stood  for  a  moment 
with  his  hat  off^  wiping  his  reeking  fore- 
•  haidy  and  endearounnff  to  leeorer  himself  a 
little  before  entering  the  dreaded  prei 

r.    He 


even 


lo  which  he  had  been  hastening, 
^■eied  for  a  moment,  that  his  eyes  gayeout 
sparks  of  liffht !  While  thus  pansiag,  St. 
A»dfsw*s  Church  struck  ten,  half  electriiy- 
iaf  Titmouse,  who  bolted  u*.'  the  hill,  and 
was  soon  standing  opposite  the  door.  How 
Iha  sight  of  it  smote  him,  as  it  reminded 
hisi  of  the  war  in  which,  on.  the  preceding 
night,  >e  had  bounded  oat  of  it !  But  that 
could  not  now  be  helped;  so  ring  went  the 
ball,  as  sofUy,  however,  as  he  could ;  for  he 
laaolleoted  that  it  was  a  rerr  loud  bell,  and 
ha  did  not  wish  to  offend.  He  waited  some 
tnaa,  and  nobody  answered.  He  waited 
lor  nisariy  two  minutes,  and  trembled,  a»- 
sailed  by  a  thousand  vague  fears.  He 
Might  not,  however,  have  rung  Ibud  eaoagh ; 
aa  again,  a:titfie  louder,  did  he  Yantnie  to 
■ng.  Again  he  waited.  There  seoned 
•anething  threatening  in  die  great  brass 
plate  on  the  door,  out  of  which,  ^  Quirk, 
Qamm:a,  and  Snap,^'  appealed  to  look  at 
him  ominously.  While  he  thought  of  it,  by 
Iha  way,  there  was  something  very  serious 
md  stem  in  all  their  faoea— he  wondered 
imt  ha  had  ^ot  noticed  it  before.  What  a 
drunken  beast  he  had  been  to  goon  in  their 
arasenoe  as  he  had!— thought  he;  then 
linokaback's  image  flitted  across  his  dis- 
turbed fancy.  *•  Ah  !'*  thought  he,  **  that's 
tha  thing !  That's  it,  depend  upon  it;  this 
daor  wiU  never  be  opened  to  me  again— he's 
dons  for  me !"  He  breathed  fkster,  clench- 
ad  hia  fiat,  and  involuntarily  raised  it  in  a 
Bwaadng  way,  when  he  heard  himself  ad- 
inaaed— ^Oh !  dear  me,  sir,  I  hope  I  haven't 
kept  you  waiting,"  said  the  old  woman  whom 
ha  had  before  seen,  fumbling  in  her  pocket 
Car  the  door-key.  She  had  been  evidently 
out  shopping,  having  a  plate  in  her  left- 
hand,  over  which  her  aproa  was  thrown. 
^  Hope  you've  not  been  ringinjj;  long,  sir  V 
**  Oh,  dear !  no,  ma'am,"  replied  Titmouse 
with  anxious  civility,  and  a  truly  miserahie 
snile—^  Afraid  I  may  have  kept  iAcai  wait- 
iag;^bo  added,  almost  dreadiiy  to  heartha 


^Qh  no,  afer,  not  at  all— tfaqy'vd  all  baa* 
gone  since  a  little  after  nine;  but  diere*s  m 
letter  I  was  to  give  you !"  She  opened  tha 
door>  Titmouse  nearly  droji^ing.  '*l'll 
getit  for  you,  sii^— lex  me  see,  wl^re  did  I 
put  it  1— Oh,  in  the  clerk's  room,  I  think.**' 
Titmoasa  followed  her  in.  ^^Dear  in»-« 
where  can  it  beV  she  continued,  peering 
about,  and  then  snnflbig  the  long  wiok  m 
the  candle  which  sho  had  lef^  burning  for 
the  last  quarter  of  an  hour,  during  her  ah-. 
sence.  "  I  hope  none  of  the  clerks  has  put 
it  away  in  mistake !  Well,  it  isn't  here, 
any  how." 

''  Perhaps,  ma*am,  it's  in  their  oioia 
room"-'-suggested  TitmouiM,  in  a  faint  tone* 

"  Oh,  p'Paps  it  is ! "  she  rejJlied.  "We'll 
go  and  see" — and  she  led  the  way,  follow- 
ed closely  by  Titmouse,  who  caught  hia 
breath  as  he  passed  the  green  baize  door. 
Yes,  there  was  the  room'-^the  scene  of  last 
night  was  transacted  there,  and  came  crowd- 
ing oyer  his  recollection ;— there  was  tha 
green-shaded  candlestick— the  table  cover- 
ed v^th  papers-^an  arm-chair  near  it,  in. 
which,  probably,  Mr.  Quirk  had  been  sit- 
ting only  an  hour  before,  to  write  the  letter 
they  were  now  in  quest  of,  and  whioit 
might  be  to  forbid  him  their,  presence  for> 
ever !  How  dreary  and  deserted  the  room 
looked,  thought  he,  as  he  peered  about  itiii. 
search  of  the  dreaded  letter  ! 

"  Oh,  here  it  is  I — well,  I  never ! — who 
could  have  put  it  here,  now  1  I'm  sure  I 
didn't.  Let  me  8ea-4t  was,  no  doubt,** 
said  tha  old  woman,  holding  the  letter  in 
one  hand,  and  putting  the  other  to  bar 
head    ■ 

^  Never  mind,  ma*am,"  said  Titasoutar 
stretching  his  hand  towards  her<— *^iiow 
we've  got  it,  it  don't  mooh  signify."  Sha 
gave  it  to  him.  **  Seem  par^ularijr  anxioiw 
for  me  to  get  iW-did  they  1"  he  inquired, 
with  a  strong  effort  to  appear  uneon- 
cemed— 4he  dreaded  letter  quite  quivarinf; 
in  his  fingers. 

^  No,  sir— Mr.  Quirk  only  said  I  waa  ta 
give  it  you  when  yon  eaHed.  B'lieve  ther 
sent  it  to  you,  but  the  derk  said  he  ooulda't 
find  your  place  out;  by  the  way,  (exenaa 
me,  air,)  but  yoor's  u  a  funny  name !  How 
I  heard  'em  laughing  at  it,  to  be  sure  I 
What  makes  people  give  aueh  queer  nameal 
Would  *you  like  to  rrad  it  nere,  air  1— « 
you*re  welcome." 

^  No,  thank  yon,  madam— 4t's  not  of  tiia 
kati  consequence,"  he  replied,  with  a  dea« 
perate  air;  and  teasing  it  with  attempted 
carelessness  into  his  hat,  which  he  put  oa 
his  head,  he  very  civilly  wished  her  mod* 

Imght,  and  da^axMa^— itarj  iMwic^  XtS^jmb^ 
to  noknaaa  ot  feiivVacaa^ta  aaTOR5^^^A 
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dispel.  H^  qnlekly  eapM  a  lataip  at  a  eov- 
IMT,  which  promised  to  afford  him  an  unin- 
terrupted opportunity  of  inspecting  his  let- 
ter. He  took  it  out  of  his  hat  It  was  ad- 
dressed—eiroply,  *«  Mr.  Titmouse,  Coding 
Court,  Oxford  Street,**  (which  aooounted, 
perhaps,  for  the  clerk's  hanng  heen  onable 
la  find  it;)  and  having  been  opened  with 
trembling  eagerness,  thus  it  roaa  >— 

**  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap 
present  their  compliments  to  Mr.  Titmouse, 
and  are  anxious  to  save  him  the  trouble  of 
his  intended  visit  this  evening. 

**Thej  exceedingly  regret  that  obstacles 
(which  It  is  to  be  noped,  nowever,  may  not 
prove  ultimately  insurmountable)  exist  in 
their  way  of  prosecuting  their  intended  in- 
quiries on  behalf  of  Mr.Titmouse. 

<«  Since  their  last  night's  interview  with 
him,  circumstances  which  they  could  not 
have  foreseen,  and  over  which  they  have  no 
control,  have  occurred,  which  render  it  un- 
necessary for  Mr.  T.  to  give  himself  any 
more  anxiety  in  the  affair — at  least,  not  un- 
til he  shall  nave  heard  from  Messrs.  Q,,  G. 
and  S. 

*^  If  any  thin^  of  importance  thotsid  here- 
after transpire,  it  is  not  improbable  that  Mr. 
T.  may  hear  from  them. 

**  They    were  favoured,  this  afVemoon, 
with  a  visit  from   Mr.   T.*s  fn&ad — Mr. 
Hucklebottom. 
.  "•  SaflruQ  Hill,  Wednridtx  Even*c,  I2ih  July,  18^-." 

When  poor  Titmouse  had  finished  read- 
ing over  tnis  vague,  frigid,  and  disdiearten- 
ing  note  a  second  time,  a  convubive  sob  or 
two  pierced  his  bosom,  indicative  of  its  be- 
ing indeed  swollen  with  sorrow;  and  at 
langth  overcome  by  his  feelings,  he  cried 
hitterly-7-not  checked  even  by  the  oocasional 
addamations  of  one  or  two  passera-by. 
He  could  not  at  all  control  himself.  He 
ielt  as  if  he  could  have  almost  relieved  him- 
self by  banging  his  head  a^nst  the  wall ! 
A  tuniuUuous  feeling  of  mingled  grief  and 
despair  prevented  lus  thoughts,  for  a  long 
whuei  from  settling  on  any  one  idea  or  ob- 
ject. At  length,  when  the  violence  of  the 
•lorm  had  somewhat  abated,  on  conclnding 
ft  third  perusal  of  the  death-warrant  to  afl 
bis  hopes,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  his 
eye  lit  upon  the  strange  word  which  vras 
intended  to  describe  his  friend  Huckaback; 
and  it  instantly  changed  both  the  kind  of 
kis  finelinga,  and  the  direction  in  which  they 
had  been  ruKhing.  Grief  became  rage ;  and 
Am  slieam  foamed  in  auite  a  new  direction— 
■nmely,  towards  HoAaback.  That  fellow 
lie  considered  to  be  the  sole  cause  of  the 

direfut  diafuUBT  which  had  befallen  him. 

Me  uit&ijr  Jc8t  m. 


ucugind  to  his  thoughts  at  sndi  a  diii»^ 
viz.  his  own  offensive  and  insolent  behn* 
viour  over-night,  to  Messrs.  Quirk,  Ganir 
men,  and  Snap.  But  so  it  was : — ^ves,  op* 
on  die  devoted  (but  unconscious)  head  of 
Hndmb^ck,  was  to  descend  the  lightning 
rage  of  Tittlebat  Titmouse.  The  Sre  that 
was  tlins  quickly  kindled  within,  soon  dried 
op  the  source  of  hie  tears.  H^  crammed 
the  letter  into  his  pocket,  and  started  off  cl 
once  in  the  direcUon  of  Leicester  Squam, 
breathing  rage  at  every  step— ^resTtie  «•- 
ouirem  eundo.  His  hands  keptconvulsiv<^ 
\j  clenching  together  as  he  pelted  along. 
Hotter  and  hotter  became  his  rage  an  m 
neared  the  residence  of  H  uckaback.  Whnn 
he  had  reached  it,  he  sprung  up  stairs; 
knocked  at  his  ouofufam  friend's  door ;  and 
on  the  instant  of  its  being— doubtless  semn 
what  surprisedly— opened  by  Huckabaok 
who  was  undressing,  Titmouse  sprung  r^* 
wards  him,  let  fly  a  goodly  number  of^vio* 
lent  blows  upon  his  face  and  breast  ■■  and 
down  fell  Huckaback  upon  the  bed  behind 
him,  insensible,  and  bleeding  profusely 
from  his  nose. 

**There!  there*Cgasped  Titmouse,  Krenth 
less  and  exhausted,  discharging  a  volley  of 
oaths  and  opprobrious  epithets  at  the  victim 
of  his  fury.  *^Do  it  again!  You  will, 
won*t  you  T  You'U  go — and  meddle  again 
in  other  people's — ^you— cu-cu-cursed  offi- 
dous"— -But  his  rage  was  spent  \\m 
paroxysm  was  over;  the  silent  and  bleed* 
mg  figure  of  Huckaback  was  before  bin 
eyes;  and  he  ffazed  at  him  terror-stricken. 
What  had  he  done !  He  sunk  down  on  tlm 
bed  beside  Huckaback — then  started  op, 
wringing  his  hands,  and  staring  at  him  m 
an  ecstasy  of  remorse  and  friniL  It  wan 
rather  singular  that  the  noise  of  such  an  m^ 
sanlt  should  have  roused  no  one  to  inqoim 
into  it ;  but  so  it  was.  Frightened  almost 
out  of  his  bewildered  senses,  he  closed  and 
bolted  the  door;  and  addressed  himself,  an 
well  as  he  was  able,  to  the  recovery  of 
Huckaback.  Proppi  ng  him  up,  and  aplasia 
ing  cold  water  in  his  face.  Titmouse  nt 
length  discovered  symptcms  of  revtvnl, 
which  he  anxiously  endeavoured  to  accele* 
rate,  by  putting  to  the  tips  of  the  slowly 
awakening  victim  of  his  violence,  soom 
cold  water  in  a  tea-cup.  He  swallowed  n 
little;  and  soon  afterwards,  opening  bin 
eyes,  stared  on  Titmouse  with  a  dull  eji 
and  bewiMercd  air. 

«« What's  barn  the  matter  1"  at  lengA 
he  faintly  inooired. 

"  Oh,  Hucky !  so  glad  to  hear  you  speak 
again.    It's  I— I— Titty !    I  did  it!    Strifes 
I  me,  Huelnf  ^aa  aoon  as  you're  well  enough ! 


miiimld  bare 


ight  of  one  oircnmstance,\Do-4LicV  me^— «w|  i^va^.  ^wi  <^w3^\   \ 
kaiw  thooght  might  ksve\wonMiindeTiour  cTi%^T\\xs^xi«Rv^wdi^ 
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m  Mi  knees,  and  ehspln^  his  hSbds  to- 
letker,  as  he  peieetved  Hackabaok  rapidly 
rariving,  ^ 

M^Hiy— what  iitiie  matter  1**  repeat- 
ed that  ^ntleman,  with  a  wonderinf^  air, 
riisiag  hie  hand  to  his  nose,  from  which 
the  blood  was  stilt  trickling.  The  fkot  is, 
thai  he  had  lost  his  senses,  not  so  Inach 
from  the  riolence  of  the  injuries  he  had  re- 
oeiTed,  as  from  the  suddenness  with  which 
diey  had  heen  inHicted. 

«•  I  did  it  all— yes,  I  did !  **  continnedTii- 
■Mmse,  gazing  on  him  with  a  look  of  agony 
md  remorse. 

••Why— I  can*t  be  awake— I  can't !•' 
mH  Huckaback,  rubbing  his  eyes,  and 
Kheii  staring  at  his  stainM  shirt-nront  and 
Imnds. 

**0h,  yes,  yon  are— you  are!*'  grroaned 
Titmouse ;  <*  and  I'm  going  mad  a%fiuit  as 
[ can !  Do  what  you  like  to  me!  Lick 
me  if  you  please !  Call  in  a  constable ! 
Send  me  to  jail !  Say  I  came  to  rob  you— 
uiy  thing-^I  don't  care  what  becomes  of 
me!" 

**  Why— what  does  all  this  jabber  mean, 
Titmouse  1"  inquired  •  Huckaback  sternly, 
apparently  meditatin?  reprisals. 

**  Oh,  yes,  I  see !   Now  yon  are  j^ng  to 

B re  it  me !    I  won't  stir.    So  hit  away, 
ucky." 

•'Why— are  you  mad  1"  inquired  Hucka- 
back, grasping  him  by  the  collar  rather 
rooghly. 

'  "Yes,  quite !  Mad !^ — ruined ! — gone  to 
the  deril  all  at  once !" 

"And  what  if  you  are !  What  did  it 
matter  tome?  What  brought  you  to  me, 
here  t"  continued  Huckaback,  in  a  tone  of 
increasin?  vehemence.  ''What  have  I 
Hone  to  ottend  you  1  How  dare  you  come 
here?  And  at  this  time  of  night,  too? 
Ehl" 

•^What,  indeed!  Oh  lud,  oh  lud,  oh 
hid  ?  Kick  me,  I  say — strike  me !  You'll 
do  me  good,  and  bring  me  to  my  senses. 
H^  to  do  all  this  to  yon  !  And  we're  been 
Such  precious  good  friends  always,  Vm  a 
brute,  Hucky,— I've  been  mad,  stark  mad, 
Hueky — 'Mii  that's  all  I  can  say." 

Huckaback  staredat  him  more  and  more; 
and  began  at  length  to  suspect  how  matters 
stood— namely,  mat  the  Sunday's  incident 
had  turned  'ritmouse's  head-— he  haying 
atso,  no  doubt,  heard  some  desperate  bad 
news  daring  the  day,  smashing  all  his 
hopes.  A  mixture  bf  emotions  kept  him  si- 
lent. AstonishmenU-apprehension-^oubt 
•'— pride— piqu»— resentment.  He  had  been 
eiruek — his  blood  had  been  drawn — by  the 
man  there  before  him  on  his  knees,  former- 
ffkh  friend,  now,  he  sappoBedf  a  madbman. 

"Whf,  ear»0  m^  Tilmouae^  If  I  otn 
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makb  up  my  mind  what  to  do  to  you !"  hm 
exclaimed.  "  I— I— «uppo^  you're  going 
mad,  or  gone  mad,  and  I  must  forgive  yon« 
But  get  away  with  you— -out  withyou,  or— » 
OP-J'U  call  in ^' 

*^  Forgive  bi»— forgive  me,  dear  Huoky  t 
Don't  send  me  away— I  shall  go  and  drown 
myself  if  you  do." 

"What  the  d— 1  do  I  care  if  you  dot 
You'd  much  better  have  ?one  and  done  it 
before  you  came  here.  Nay,  be  off  and  do 
it  now,  instead  of  blubbering  here  in  this 
way."  « 

"Goon !  Hit  away— it's  doing  me  good-— • 
the  worse  the  better !"  sobbed  Titmouse. 

"  Come,  come— none  of  this  noise  here 
Pm  tired  of  it." 

"But,  prayy  don't  send  me  away  from 
you,  I  shalfgo  straight  to  the  devil  if  yoa 
do.  I've  no  mend  but  you,  Hucky.  Yet 
I've  been  such  a  villain  to  you ! — But  it 
quite  put  the  devil  into  me,  when  all  of  a 
sudden  I  found  it  was  you.** 

"  Me ! — ^Why  what  are  you  after  1"  in- 
terrupted Huckaback,  with  an  air  of  angry 
wonaer. 

"Oh  desr,  dear!"  groaned  Titmouse; 
if  I've  been  a  brute  to  you,  which  is  quilt 
true,  you've  been  the  ruin  of  me  clean! 
I'm  clean  dene  for,  Huck.  Cleaned  out! 
You've  doike  my  business  for  roe ;  knocked 
it  all  in  the  head.  I  shan't  never  hear  any 
more  of  it— they've  said  as  much  in  theur 
letter — they  say  that  you've  called—" 

Huckaback  now  began  to  have  a  glim- 
mering notion  of  his  having  been,  in  some 
considerable  decree,  connected  with  tlie 
mischief  of  the  day— an  unconscious  agent 
in  it.  He  audibly  drew  in^is  breath,  as  it 
were,  as  he  more  and  more  distinctly  recol- 
lected his  visit  to  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammoiii 
and  Snap ;  and  adverted  more  particularlr 
to  his  ikreatsy  uttered,  too,  in  Titmouse^ 
name,  and  as  if  by  his  authority.  Whew  X 
here  was  a  kettle  of  fish ! 

Now  strange  and  unacoountable  as,  at 
first  thought,  it  may  appear,  the  very  cif^ 
cumstance  which  one  would  have  thought 
calculated  to  assuage  his  resentment  againtft 
Titmouse— namely,  that  he  had  really  in- 
jured Titmouse  most  seriously,  Tif  not  indeed 
irreparably,)  and  so  jirovoked  the  drubbing 
which  had  just  been  Administered  to  him— - 
had  quite  the  contrary  effect.  Paradoxical 
as  it  may  seem,  matter  of  clear  mitigation 
was  at  once  converted  into  matter  of  aggra- 
vation. Were  the  feelings  which  Hucka- 
back then  experienced  akin  to  that  whieh 
often  produces  hatred  of  a  person  whom  one 
has  injured  1  May  it  be  thus  accoMXvtedCci^V 
Th<t  ^h«ro  \a  ^  %«ct^  taJLV^Wsctfs^.  v».  '^^ 
Biw*  eonaft\QNa!B<M«a  o^  \k«vw%  ^^^'wvvv— ^ 
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f$n)St  whom  toe  pocclfei  to  be  awtere 
Ifaat  he  ha<s  wantonly  injored;  that  one's 
bruiBod  spirit  is  soothed  by  the  sieht  of  his 
ssnotse--by  the  conseioitSBess  thdX  he  is 
punishing  hunself  infinitely  more  sersielj 
ten  ide  c^d  punish  him;  and  of  Ihe 
claim  one  has  obtained  to  the  tympathy  of 
every  body  who  sees,  or  may  hear  of  one's 
taffbrinffB,  (that  rich  and  gcateful  balm  to 
m|ared  feeling.)  But  when,  as  in  the  case 
of  Huckaback,  feelings  of  this  descriptioii 
(in  a  coarse  and  small  way,  to  be  sure,  ac- 
cording to  his  kiiid)  were  suddenly  encooik- 
tsiBd  by  a  consciousness  of  his  having  de- 
aened  his  sufferings ;  when  ^e  martyr  felt 
himself  quickly  smking  into  the  culprit  and 
offender;  when,  I  say.  Huckaback  felt  stt 
invduntary  consciousness  that  te  gross 
indignities  which  Titmouse  had  just  inflieW 
ed  on  him,  had  been  justified  by  the  provo- 
cation—nay,  far  less,  that  his  mischievnis 
and  impudent  interference  had  deserved ,  <* 
nay,  when  feelmgs  of  this  sort,  m(»eover, 
vers  sharpened  by  a  certain  tingling  sense 
of  physical  pain  from  the  blows  whidi  he 
haa  received-— the  result  was,  that  the  sleep- 
ing  lion  cf  Huckaback's  ceurage  was  very 
near  awakening. 

«'/'of  half  a  fiuflM^  TV/mouM "— said 
Huckaback,  knitting  his  brows,  and  ap- 
)pearing  inclihed  to  raise  his  arm.  There 
was  an  ominous  pause  for  a  moment  or  two, 
during  which  Titmouse's  feelinffs  also  un- 
derwent a  slight  alteration*  His  allusion 
to  Huckaback's  ruinous  insult  to  Messrs. 
4)uirk,  Grsmmon,  and  Snap,  uneonsciouslv 
o&iverted  his  remorse  into  rage,  which  it 
rather  peihaps  resuscitated.  He  rose  from 
his  knees.  **  Ah !"  said  he,  in  quite  an 
altered  tone,  '*  you  nuw  look  fierce !  you 
jnaT ! — ^you'd  better  strike  me,  Huckabadc, 
do  f  Finish  the  mischief  you.'ve  begun  this 
^y !  Hit  away— you're  quite  safe," — and 
he  secretly  prepared  himself  for  the  mis- 
chief which—did  not  come. 

I  think  you  will  very  rarely  find  an  im- 

Eident  man  to  be  a  coura^us  one;^-«and 
ucktd)ack  had  certainly  considerable. pre- 
tensions to  iheformir  character. 

'*  You  have  ruined  me !  you  have.  Hock- 
aback  ! "  continued  Titmouse,  with  increas- 
ing vehemence;  ^aad  I  shall  be  cutting 
my  throat— «iay,"  striking  his  fist  on  the 
t^le,"Iwill.'* 

**  You  don't  say  so!"  exclaimed  Huck- 
aback, apprehensively.  *'No,  Titmouse, 
don't— don't  think  of  it;  it  will  all  come 
.right  yet,  depend  onH;  yon  see  if  it  don't !" 

<«0h,  no!  it's  all  done  for— it's  all  up 
widime!" 

^'Sut  trhat'e  been  done  f— iel  us  hear," 
id  Ht2ckabaokf  as  he  pa«eed  a  wet  towel 
**  «irf  iio  f  far  Jus  emmguimi  leeiaies. 


UynM  1^  tins  Ihoae  e\em  ihat  the 
which  had  for  some  time  given  out  only  a 
few  faint  fitful  flashes  or  mckerings  in  the 
diataBsehadjpessed away.  Titmo«se»^witii 
many  grievoiis  sighs,  took  out  the  lettef 
whidb  had  produced  the  paroxysms  we 
have  been  describing,  and  read  it  akmd^ 
**ABd  only  see  how  they've  spelled  jomt 
name.  Huckaback — ^look !"  he  added,  hand* 
ing  his  £iend  the  letter. 

^* How  particular  vulgar!"  exolaigiiei 
Htiekaba^  vrith  a  contemptuous  air,  which, 
pveiBDieading  his  features,  half  closed  as  wie 
his  left  eye,  and  swollen  as  was  his  cheek  and 
nose,  would  have  made  him  aqueer  object  to 
one  who  had  leisure  to  observe  such  mattent 
^  And  so  this  is  all  they  say  of  m«,*'  he  eon* 
tinned.  '*  How  do  you  come  to  know  that 
I've  been  doins^  you  a  miacbief  f  All  I  did 
waa  iust  to  look  in  as  irespectful  as  poesiblB^* 
to  ack  how  you  was,  and  they  very  civilly 
told  me  you  was  very  well,  and  we  part- 
ed  ^" 

^  Nay,  and  that's  a  lie,  Huckabaeki  miid 
you  know  it !"  interrupted  Titmouse. 

^  It's  tnie,  so  help  me  — !"  vefaeaisiit- 
ly  acseverated  Huckaback. 

**Why,  perhi^  you'll  deny  that  yoa 
wrote  and  told  me  all  yoa  said,"  interrupted 
'ntmouse,  indignantly,  feeling  in  his  pockac 
for  Huckaback's  letter,  which  that  worthy 
hsid  al  that  moment  quite  forgotten  having 
sent,  aod  certainly  seemed  rather  nonploce^ 
ed  on  being  reminded  of. 

^Oh— ^y,  if  you  meaa  Aaii — ^hem!" — 
he  stammered. 

*Co«ie,  you  know  you're  a  liar.  Hack — 
but  it's  no  good  now ;  liar  or  no  liar,  it's 
all  over." 

^The  pot  and  k«ttle,  any  how.  Tit,  as 
far  aa  that  goes— hot  let's  spell  over  this 
letter;  we  haven't  stadied  it  yet;  I'm  a 
hand  rather  at  getting  at  what's  said  in  a 
letter  t-:-Come"-*and  they  drew  theirohairs 
together.  Huckaback  reading  over  the  U^ 
ter,  slowly,  alone;  Titmouse's  eves  tavd- 
ling  incessantly  from  his  firiend's  counte- 
nanoe  to  the  letter,  and  so  back  again,  to 
gather  what  might  be  the  effect  of  ite  perusaL 

'« There's  a  glimpse  of  daylight  yet,  Tiv 
ty!"  aaid  Huckaback)  as  he  concladed 
readiog  it. 

•«Now,  is  there  really?  Do  tell  ma* 
Hnoly." 

*'  Why,  first  and  foremost,  how  ancon^ 
OMm  poute  they  ars,  except  that  thsgr 
haven't  manners  enon^  to  spell  my  name 
right" 

'•Really— and  so  they  arel"  exclaimed 
Titmouscy  rather  elatedly. 

^And  thfin^  ^oiu  aee^  there's   aaollicr 

\  thinly— 4C  thfiny*'  ^  tubkoIc  \a  ^"v^  >iDA^\Ma  ^te 
go4i|  i|\Vscik]^«  N«\aA  m^k^,  \»^%\aMa. 


TSW  THO^IfSANR  A  ITSAR, 


« 


htVB  said  sal-i-^  ^lajr 
li»Tea't  Mid  any  thioflr  of  the  aort»  so  tliaj 
4onH  aean  to  give  U  hU  tip/' 

'*  Lord,  Huck !  what  would  I  giye  for 
■lich  a  head  as  yours !  What  you  say  is 
quite  true,''  said  Titmouse,  still  moiecheer- 
ioiy- 

'^  To  he  sure,  they  do  say  there's  an  a6- 
i<0d!0— 4in  obstaeley  yon  see— nayvitsohsta- 
oles,  which  is  several,  and  that"— —Tit- 
mouse's face  fell. 

*«But  they  say  again,  that  it's— it's— 
cofse  their  big  word^they  say  it'a-^to  be 
gol  over  in  time." 

'*  Well— that's  something,  isn't  it?'* 

^.  To  be  sure  it  is ;  and  ain't  any  thing 
better  than  nothing  1  But  then,  again, 
kusre's  a  stone  in  the  other  pocket— they  say 
there's  a  circwmlance! — don't  you  hata  oir- 
•utistanoes.  Titty  1— I  do." 

"^ So  do  I !  What  does  it  meant  I've 
efteo  heard — ^isn't  it  a  thing.  And  that  may 
\m  Ukj  thing." 

^There's  a  great  dif— hem!  And  they 
go  on  to  say  it's  happened  atsce  yoo  was 
diem"— — 

^  Curse  me,  then,  if  that  dpn't  mean yoti. 
Huckaback!"  interrupted  Titmouse,  with 
iAaraingaAger. 

^  No,  that  can't  be  it;  they  said  they'd 
iM>€ontral  otrer  the  circumstance ;— now  they 
had  over  me;  fi>r  they  ordered  me  to  this 
door,  and  I  went;  ain't  that  so.  Titty?-* 
Lord,  how  my  eyes  does  smart,  to  be  sure!" 

This  was  judiciously  thrown  in  at  that 
■oioent  by  Huckaback,  as  a  kind  of  set-off. 

^  And  don't  I  smart  all  over,  ihside  and 
svfc,  if  it  come  to  that  1"  inquired  Titmouse, 
dolefully. 

'^There's  nothing  particular  in  thereat 
•f  the  letter— -only  uncommon  civil,  and 
ssfyiag  if  any  thing  turns  up  you  shall 
hw.' 

'  ^  I  could  make  that  oat  myself— so  there's 
Mlhiner  in  that — ^"  said  Titmouse,  quickly. 

"  Well— if  ittf  all  over — ^what  a  pity! 
S«eh  things  as  we  could  have  done.  Titty, 
if  we'd  got  the  thinv-^eh !" 

Titmouse  groaned  at  this  glimpse  of  tbe 
Imaycm  he  seemed  shnt  out  of  for  ever. 

*  Can't  you  find  any  thing— nothing  at 
all,  oomfortable-like,  in  the  letter  1"  he  in- 
Quired,  with  a  deep  sigh.  ' 

Huckaback  again  took  up  the  letter  and 
a^t  it  over.  '^  Weil,"  said  he,  striving  to 
ffive  himself  an  appearance  of  thinkmg, 
'  there's  something  m  it,  tliat,  after  all,  I 
don't  seem  quite  to  get  at  the  bottom  of-*- 

ave  seeaoiogly  taken  a  deal  oC  pains 
it." 
And  undoubtedly  it  wot  a  document  that 
been  pmtty  well   ooBsJdsrod  .by  its 


ppbably,  they  had  haxdly  antieifatad  ita 
being  so  soon  afterwards  subjected  to  the 
scrutiny  of  the  acute  intellects  which  were 
now  engaged  upon  it.  . 

"And  Uien,  again,  you  know  they're 
lawyers ;  and  do  they  ever  write  any  thing 
that  hasn't  got  more  in  it  than  any  body  can 
find  out?  These  gents  tliat  yrrote  this, 
they're  a  trick  too  keen  for  the  thieve 
even — and  how  can  we — hem ! — but  I  won- 
der if  that  fat,  old,  bald-headed  gent,  with 
sharp  eyes,  was  Mr.  Quirk" 

"  To  be  sure  it  was,"  interrupted  Titi 
mouse,  with  a  half  shudder. 

'«  Was  it  ?  Well,  then,  I'd  advise  Old 
Nick  to  look  sharp  before  he  tackles  ikai 
old  gent,  that's  all  W 

*'  Give  me  Mr.  Gammon  for  my  money—* 
such  an  unctmimon  gentlemanlike-— he's 
quite  taken  to  mo  .     '^ 

*^  Ah,  that  was  he  with  the  black,  velvet 
waistcoat,  and  white  hands !  But  he  can 
look  stem,  too.  Tit!  You  should  haw 
seen  him  ring— hem! — But  what  was  1 
saying  about  the  letter?  Don't  you  sea 
they  say  they'll  be  sure  to  write  if  any  thing 
turns  up  ?" 

''So  they  do,  to  be  sure!  Well— I'd 
forgot  that !"  interrupted  Titmouse,  bright* 
emng  up.    . 

''Then,  isn't  there  their  advertisement  im 
the  Flash  ?  They  hadn't  their  eye  on  any 
thing  when  they  put  it  there,  I  dare  say ! — 
They  can't  get  out  of  that,  any  how !" 

"  I  begin  to  feel  all  of  a  sweat,  Hucky ; 
I'm  sure  there's  something  in  the  wind, 
yet!"  said  Titmouse,  drawing  nearer  still 
to  his  comforter.  "  And  more  than  that— 
would  they  have  said  half  they  did  to  me 
last  night- 


»» 


"  Eh !  hollo,  bv  the  way !  I've  not  heard 
of  what  went  on  last  night !  So  you  weal 
to  'era  ?  Well — tell  us  all  that  happened — 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  be  awre  you  don't ; 
come,  Titty !"  said  Huckaback  snuflfing  the 
candle,  and  thei»>  turning  eageriy  to  hie 
companion. 

"  Well — they '4  such  a  number  of  aoeer- 
looking  papera  before  them^  some  witn  old 
German-text  writing,  and  othere  with  zig« 
zag  marks — and  they  were  so  ancommoa 
polite— they  all  three  got  up  as  I  went  in; 
and  made  me  bows,  one  ai\er  theothei^aml 
said,  'Yours  most  obediently,  Mr.  Ht* 
mouse,'  and  a  great  many  more  aiieh 
things." 

"Well— end  then?" 

"Why,  'Hucky,  so  help  me—!  and 
'pon  mv  soul,  that  old  ^t,  Mr.  Qniri^ 
told  me"— Titmouse's  voice  trembled  at  tht 


r?MMn^  Ae/are  being  sent  cnH;  tho«i{^\     ^^LaV^  <ii\«&uV^\o^  ^>3«^^^a^ 
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wider  and  wider  his  eyes  and  ean  at  his 
friend  went  on. 

'**Anda  title— a  &r<2,  or  sometfiing  of 
that  sort — ^and  youVe  a  gfreatmany  countiy 
seats ;  and  there^s  been^  jS  10,000  a  year 
saring  up  for  you  erer  since  you  was  bdnv— 
)ind  heaps  ofinterest— '" 

"  Lord,  Tit!  you  take  my  breath  away," 
gasped  Huckaback,  his  eyes  fixed  intently 
on  his  friend's  face. 

**  Yei ;  and  they  said  I  might  marry  the 
piost  beautifulest  woman  that  ever  my  eyes 
saw  for  the  asking.*' 

*'You*ll  forget  poor  Bob  Huckaback, 
Tit  !*'  murmured  his  friend,  despondingly. 

"NotP'^ 

**  Have  you  .been  to  Dowlases  to-day,  af- 
ter hearing  all  this  t" 

The  thermometer  seemed  to  hare  been 
plunged  out  of  hot  water  into  cold;  Tit- 
mouse was  down  at  zero  in  a  trice. 

«*  ph !  that's  it !  Tis  all  gone  again  !^ 
What  a  fool  I  am!  We're  clean  forgot 
diis  cursed  letter ;  and  that  leads  me  to  3ie 
end  of  what  took  place  last  night  That 
oiirsed  shop  was  wnat  we  split  on !" 

«' Split  on  the  shop!  ehl     What's  the 
meaning   of  thatV  inquired  Huckaback, 
^with  eager  anxiety. 

"  Why,  that's  the  thing,"  continued  Tit- 
mouse, in  a  faltering  tone,*and  with  a  de- 
pressed look — ^"That  was  whalt  I  wanted 
to  know  myself;  for  they  said  I'd  better  go 
back ! !  So  I  said,  '  Gents,'  said  I, « Fll 
be  '  ■  ■  if  I'll  go  back  to  the.  shop  any 
more ;'  and  I  snapped  my  fingers  at  them-— 
so !  ^for  you  know  what  a  chap  I  am  when 
my  blood's  up. )  And  they  all  turned  gbast^ 
ly .pale— they  did,  upon  my  life— you  Bever 
saw  any  thing  like  it !  And  one  of  them 
iaid  then,  in  an  humble  way,  '  Wouldn't  I 
please  to  eo  back  to  the  shop,  just  for  a  day 
or  two,  till  things  is  got  to  ridits  a  bit.' 
*  Not  a  day  nor  a  minute!'  said  I,  in  an  im- 
mense rage.  *  We  think  you'd  better,  rc(^l- 
ly,'  said  Uiey.  'Then,'  ssffB  1,  *  if  that's  your 
plan,  curse  me  if  I  won'txut  with  you  all, 
and  I'll  employ  some  one  ^e !'  and — ^would 
you  believe  me!  out  I  went,  bang!  into  the 
street !" 

*«Y'ourfirf,rit!" 

**TTiey  shouldn't  have  given  me  so  much 
branny  And  water  as  they  did;  I  didn't 
well  know  what  I'was  about,  what  with  the 
news  and  the  spirits  T' 

**  And  you  went  into  the  street^'  inquired 
Huckaback,  with  a  kind  of  horror. 

**r  did,  indeed." 

•*  TheyM  given  you  the  spirits  to  see  what 
kind  of  chap  you'd  be  if  you  got  the  proper- 
ly— onix  to  try  you,  depend  on  it!" 
J*J^rd  1  I^I  dare  say  thej  did !"  cx- 
^^^"-^  71  imotMe^  elevBting  hia  head  with 


sodden  •maxementt  totally  lergettln|^ 
that  same  btandy  and  water  he  had*  asked 
for — ^  ajud  me  never  to  think  of  h  at  ths 
tfane!" 

**  Now  are  you  quite  sure  you  wasn't  ia 
a  dream  last  niffht,  all  the  while  1" 

*'  Oh,  dear,  i  wish  I  had  been— I  do  ui» 
deed,  Hucky !" 

^  Well — ^you  went  into  the  street— wlwl 
then  1"  inquired  Huckaback,  with  a  sigli  of 
exhausted  attention.  ] 

^  Why,  whsn  I'd  got  &ere  I  was  fit  to 
bite  ny  tongue  off,  as  one  may  suppose? 
but,  just  as  I  was  a-tuming  to  go  in  agaaw 
who  should  come  up  to  me  but  Mr.  Gam- 
moB,  saying,  he  humbly  hoped  there  was 
,no  offence." 

**  Oh,  glorious !  So  it  was  all  set  right 
again,  then— eh  f "  < 

**  Whjr^ — I  can't  quit^  exactly  say  thai 
maoh,  either—- but— when '  I  went  hack, 
(bein^  ohliffated  by  Mr.  Gammon  bein^f  so 
pressinff,)  Uie  other  two  was  sitting  as  pais 
as  death;  and  though  Mr.  Gammon  ana  me 
went  on  our  knees  to  the  old  gent,  it  wasn't 
any  use  for  a  long  time;  and  all  thaths 
could  be  got  to  say  was,  that  perhafis  I 
might  look  in  again  to-nigfati— (but  they  fntl 
mAe  me  swear  a  solemn  oath  ontthe  fiiUn 
never  to  tell  anv  one  any  thinff  about  Ifaa 
fortune)«-4nd  then— you  went,  Huckabsd^  ^ 
and  you  did  the  business;  they  of  oouns 
concluding  I'd  sent  you !" 

*«  Bother !  that  can't  be.  Don't  you  ses 
how  oivillv  they  speak  of  mein  their  letter  1 
TlieyVe  anaid  of  me,  you  may  depenil  oa 
it.  By  the  way,  Tit,  how  much  did  yon 
promise  to  come  down,  if  you  got  tfas 
thing!" 

"Cbme  <foio«/— I— rsally— by  Jove,  I 
dkln't !  No ! — ^I'm  sure  I  didn't !"  answer^ 
ed  Titmoose,  as  if  new  light  bad  bunt  at 
upon  him. 

*«  Why,  Tit,  I  never  seed  such  a  goose! 
Tliat's  it,  depend  upon  it— it's  the  whols  , 
thing.  Thit's  what  they're  driving  at,  in  ' 
the  note ! — Why,  Tit,  where  tmuyour  wits? 
D'ye  think  such  gents  as  the&ir<^-gTeatlawr 
yen,  too— will  work  for  nothing?— Yoo 
write  and  tell  them  yon  will  eome  down 
handsome— say  a  couple  of  hundreds,  he- 
sides  expenses — Gad!  *  twill  set  yon  oH 
your  pins  again.  Titty ! — ^Rot  me !  now  1 
think  of  it,  if  I  didn't  dream  last  night  that 
yon  was  a  member  of  Parliament,  or  sonn^ 
thing  of  that  sort." 

**  A  member  of  Parliament !  And  so  I 
shall,  if  all  this  turns  up  well." 

**  You  see  if  my  dream  don't  come  tineJ 

You  see.  Titty,  I'm  alwatfi  a-thinking  of 

on,  da^  and  ni^t.    Never  wto  two  fel- 

lOwa  thai  wan  ancVv  <\<Qai&  Icvkdl^^  «&Mi^'^«idk 

ficom  the  bsfoonn^:^ 
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Thej  had  been  acquainted .  with  each 
other  about  a  year. 

**  Flacky,  what  a  cmel  scamp  I  was  to 
behave  to  you  in  the  manner  I  did— cuifse 
me,  if  I  couldn't  cry  to  see  your  eye  bang- 
ed up  in  thsit  way  r' 

*«  Pho !  dear  Titty,  I  knew  yoa  loved  me, 
all  the  while— and  meant  no  harm;  you 
wasn't  yourself  when  you  did  it-*and  be- 
sides, 1  deserved  ten  times  more. — ^If  you 
had  killed  me,  I  should  have  liked  you  as 
much  as  ever ! "  • 

"Give  us  your  hand,  Hucky!  Let's 
forgive  one  another ! "  cried  Titmouse,  ex- 
cited Ij  :  and  their  hands  were  quickly 
locked  together. 

"If  we  don't  mismanage  the  thing,  we 
shall  be  all  right  yet.  Titty  j  but  you  won't 
do  any  thing  without  speakmg  tome  first — 
wiU  you,  Titty  t" 

««  The  thoughts  of  it  all  goin?  right  again 
is  enough  to  set  me  wild;  Hucky! — ^%ut  what 
■hall  we  do  to  set  the  thing  going  again?" 

"  Quarter  past  one  /"  quivered  the  voice 
of  the  paralytic  watchman  beneath,  startling 
the  friends  out  of  their  exciting  colloquy ; 
his  warning  being  at  the  same  tmie  silently 
seconded  by  the  long-wicked  candle,  burn- 
ing within  half  an  inch  of  its  socket.  They 
hastily  agreed  that  Titmouse  should  imme- 
diately write  to  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,' 
and  Sn;t^Af)roper,  t.  e.  a  most  abject  let- 
ter, solemnly  pledging  himself  to  obey  their 
ii\junctions  in  evtery  thing  for  the  future, 
and  offering  theib  a  hanosome  reward  for 
ttieir  exertions,  if  successful. 
/  "  Well — good-night,  Huck !  good  night," 
said  Titmouse,  nsing.  "I  am  not  the 
least  sleepy — 1  shan't  sleep  a  wink  all 
night  long !  I  shall  sit  up  to  write  my  let- 
ter— ^you  haven't  got  a  sheet  of  paper,  heffe, 
by  the  way  1 — I've  used  all  mine."  That 
waSt  he  had,  s^me  months  before,  bought  a 
sheet  to  write  a  letter,  and  had  so  useai^ 

Huckaback  produced  a  shce^  somewhat 
crumpled,  from  a  drawer.  "I'd  give  a 
hundrtjd  if  I  had  them !"  said  he ;  "I  sna'n't 
care  a  straw  for  the  hiding  I've  got  to- 
night— though  I'm  a  ketle  sore  alter  it, 
too— and  what  the  deuce  am  J  to  say  to-mor- 
row to  Messrs.  Diaper ^ 

"  Oh,  you  can't  hardly  be  at  a  loss  for  a 
lie  that'll  suit  tkem^  surely ! — So  good  night, 
Hucky — good  night !" 

'  Huckaback  wrung  his  friend's  Hand,  and 
was  in  a  moment  or  two  alone.  "  Haven't 
my  fingers  been  itching  all  the  while  to  be 
at  the  fellow !  "^  exclaimed  he  as  he  shut 
the  door.  "But,  somehow,  I've  got  too 
soft  a  sperrit,  and  can't  bear  to  hurt  any 
one;— 4)j}d  then — if  the  chap  gets  hia 
jffi 0,000  ^jrear^wby-^hem!  Titty  Mn't 
0iieb  M  bad  feUow,  in  the  main,  after  all,** 


If  Titmouse  had  been  many  degreM 
higher  in  the  grade  of  society,  he  would  iiHl 
have  met  with  Ms  Huckdback  /—a  trifle  mor^ 
polished,  perhaps,  but  hsurdly  more  quick- 
sighted  or  effective  than,  in  his  way,  had 
been  the  vulgar  being  he  had  just  quitted !  • 

Titmouse  hastenea  homeward.  How  il 
was,  he  knew  not;  but  the  feelings  of  ela^ 
tion  with  which  he  had  quitted  Huckabnck 
did  not  last  long;  they  rapidly  sunk,  in  the 
cold  night  air,  lower  and  lower,  the  farther 
he  got  from  Leicester  Square.  He  tried  to 
recollect  what  it  wa$  that  had  made  him 
take  so  very  different  a  view  of  his  affairs 
from  that  with  which,  he  had  entered  Huck^ 
aback's  room.  He  had  stilf  a  vague  im- 
pression that  they  were  not  despera'te  ;  that 
Huckaback  had  told  him  so,  and  somdiouf 
proved  it^  but  how  he  now  knew  notr— he 
could  not  recollect.  As  Huckaback  ha4 
gone  on,  from  time  to  time.  Titmouse's  little 
mind  seemed  to  him  to  comprehend  an<^  ap- 
preciate what  Was  said,  and  to  gather  en- 
couragement from  it;  but  now— consume 
it! — ^he  stopped — nibbed  his  forehead— 
what  the  deuce  was  iti  By  the  time  that 
he  had  reached  his  own  door,  he  f^lt  in  aa 
deploring  and  deepairing  a  humour  as  em^ 
He  sat  down  to  write  his  letter  at  onoa; 
bat,  afVer  many^vain  efforts  to  express  Ua 
meaning — ^his  feelings  being  not  in  the  leaat 
degree  relieved  by  the  many  oaths  he  utter- 
ed— he  at  length  furiously  dashed  his  pen, 
point-wise,  upon  the  table,  and  thereby  de^ 
stroyed  the  only  implement  of  the  soft 
which  he  possessed.  Then  he  tore,  rather 
than  pulled  off,  his  clothes ;  blew  out  hia 
candle  with  a  furious  puff;  and  threw  himk 
self  on  the  bed— but  in  so  doing  banged  tha 
back  of  his  head  against  the  back  of  tka 
bed — and  w4iich  suffored  most,  for  soma 
time  after,  probably  Mr.  Titmouse  waa 
best  able  to  tell. 

Hath,  then— oh.  Titmouse !  fated  to  m- 
dergo  much ! — tha  blind  jade  Fortune,  im. 
her  mad  vagariea— she,  the  goddess  whon 
thou  hast  so  lon|^  foolishly  worsbipped--«t 
length  cast  her  sportful  eye  upon  thee«  aad 
singled  thee  out  to  become  the  envy  of  mil^ 
liona  of  admiring  fi)ols,  by  reason  of  tha 
pranks  she  will  presently  make  thee  exhibit 
for  her  amusement  1  If  this  be  indeed,  aa 
at  present  it  promises,  her  intent,  the  tnil]r« 
to  me  calmly  watching  her  moveaient^  ap^ 
pears  reaq)ved  first  to  wreak  her  spite  upon 
thee  to  the  utteiaiioat,  uid  make  thee  pasa  ' 
through  intense  sufferings !  Oh  me !  Oh 
me !    Alas ! 

The  accident,  for  such  it  was,  by  which  , 
Messrs.  Quirk,  GanimoTi^^TA^\Nj\^V«wsM^ 

which  pM\  <Kem  \ti\o  TcvolCvsti^^s^  ^^  V»:f% 
teen,  to  ind  wA  \>i  %j\H«rM«SBM2BX  «ift  T*' 
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onknawQ  to  them,  it  will  not  be  Deeeemy, 
Jtijtr  some  time,  for  me  to  explain.  Theirs 
was  a  keen  house,  truly ;  and  they  would 
Act,  one  may  be  sure,  have  lightly  commit- 
ted themselves  to  their  present  extent, 
namely,  in  inserting  such  an  advertisement 
*  JA  the  newspapers,  and  above  all,  goine  so 
fu  in  their  disclosures  to  Titmouse.  Tlieir 
prudence  in  the  latter  step,  however,  was 
very  (questionable  to  themselves,  even ;  and 
they  immediately  afterwards  deploreid  to- 
fl«ther  the  precipitation  with  which  Mr. 
Quirk  had  communicated  to  Titmouse  the 
nature  and  extent  of  his  possible  good  for- 
tune. It  was  Mr.  ^  Quirk^s  own  doing, 
however,  and  after  as  much  expostulation 
as  the  cautious  Gammon  could  venture  to 
use.  He,  however,  had  his  motive,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Gammon.  I  say  they  had  not 
Ughtly  takon  up  the  affair;  they  had  not 
•t  acted  unadvisedly."  They  were  fortified, 
first,  by  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Mortmain,  an 
able  and  experienced  conveyancer;  who 
thus  wound  up  an  abstrusely  learned  opinion 
on  the  voluminous  *'  ease"  which  had  been 
submitted  to  him : — 

«i  •  •  Under  all  these  elrcamstanees,  I 
am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  well-es- 
tablished rule  of  law  above  adverted  to,  viz., 
Ae.,/^.,  &c.,  is  clearly  applicable  to  the 
fnietiSfi  case ;  from  which  it  follows,  that 
thA  title  to  the  estates  in  question  is  at  this 
Moment  not  in  their  fresent  possessor,  bat 
in*  1789  passed  through  Dame  Dorothy 
Oreddlington  into  the  female  line,  and  ulti- 
mately vested  in  Gabriel  Tittlebat  T^t- 
mouae— who,  however,  seems  not  to  have 
been  at  all  aware  of  the  existence  of  his 
nghto,  or  he  could  hardly  have  been  con- 
cerned in  the  pecuniary  arrangements  sano- 
lioiied  at  fol.  33  of  the  case.  And  his 
lieirs— probably  something  may  be  heard 
of  them  by  making  careful  inquiry  in  the 
neighborhood  where  he  was  last  heard  of, 
and  issuing  advertisemeBts  for  his  heir-at- 
law  ;  carp  of  coarse  being  taken  not  to  be 
•o  specific  in  the  terms  9  such  advertise- 
mento  as  to  attract  the  notice  of  A  B,  (the 
party,  I  presume,  now  in  possession.)  If 
voeh  peraons  should,  by  ttie  means  above 
suggested,  be  discovered,  I  advise  proeeed- 

5^  to  be  oommenced  forthwith,  ander  the 
vise  of  some  gentleman  of  experience  at 
the  oommon  law  bar. 

**  MOOLDT  MoBTMAIir. 
•Z^M  Mm,  .Xm«ary  IB,  183-.** 

This  was  sufficiently  gratifying  to  the 

^*  Hoase;**  but,  to  make  assurance  doubly 

sure,  before  embarking  in  so  harassing  anp 

^xpeoaire  an  enterpnae,  the  same  cau^  (of 

«oo»e  without  Mr,  Mortmain's  opinion) 

^^imid before  a  younger  eonreyvs^oert  who, 


having  much  less  bnsiness  than  -Mr.  Moi^ 

main,  would,  it  was  thought,  '4ook  into  die 
case  fully,"  thoiu^h  receiving  only  one-third 
of  the  fbe  which  had  been  paid  to  Mr.  Mort- 
main. And  Mr.  Fussy  Frankpledffe— that 
was  his  name— (2t(2  ^^look  into  me  case 
fully,"  and  in  doing  so,  turned  over  two- 
thirds  of  his  little  library,  and  by  note,  and 
verbally,  gleaned  the  opinions  upon  the  suV 
iect  of  some  do^n  or  so  of  his  *^  learned 
friends ; "  to  say  nothing  of  the  mapiificcni 
air  with  which  he  indoctrinated  his  eager 
and  confiding  pumls  upon  the  subject.  At 
length  his  imp  01  a  clerk  bore  the  precioot 
result  of  his  master's  labours  to  Saffron 
Hill,  in  the  shape  of  an  "  opinion,"  three 
times  as  long  as,  and  indescribably  more 
difficult  to  uiMcrstand  than,  the  'opinion  of 
Mr.  Mortmain,  and  which,  if  it  demonstra- 
ted any  tiling  beyond  the  prodigious  cram 
which  had  been  undergone  by  its  writer  for 
the  purpose  of  producing  it,  demonstrated 
this-roamely,  that  neither  the  narty  indica- 
ted by  Mr.  Mortmain,  nor  the  one  then 
actually  in  possession,  had  any  more  right 
to  the  estate  tiian  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Frank- 
pled  ore;  but  that  the  happy  individual  so 
entitled  was  some  third  person.  Messrs. 
Quirk  and  Gammon  hummed  and  hawed  a 
good  deal  on  perusing  these  contradictory 
opinions  of  counsel  learned  in  the  law ;  and 
the  proper  result  followed^',  e,  a  "consui/- 
TATioN,"  which  was  to  solder  up  all  the 
differences  between  Mr.  Mortmain  and 
Mr.  Frankpledge,  or  at  all  evente  strike 
out  some  light  which  might  guide  their 
clients  on  their  adventurous  way. 

Now  Mr.  Mortmain  had  been  Af  r.  Quirk's 
conveyancer  for  about  three  years;  and 
Quirk  was  ready  to  suffer  death  in  defence 
of  any  opinion  of  Mr.  Mortmain.  Mr.  , 
Gammon  swore  by  Frankpledge,  who  was 
his  brother-in-law,  and  of  course  a  "  risin?  , 
man."  Mortmain  belonged  to  the'  old 
school — ^Frankpledge  steered  by  the  new 
lights.  The  former  could  point  to  hundreds 
of  cases  in  the  Law  Reports  which  had  been 
ruled  according  to  his  opinion,  and  some 
fifVy  that  had  ^en  overruled  thereby  \  the 
latter,  although  he  had  been  only  five 
years  in  practice,  had  written  an  opinion 
which  led  to  a  suit  which  had  ended  in  a 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  and  the  Common  Pleas,  the 
credit  of  having  done  which  was  really  not 
a  bit  tarnished  bythe  decision  of  a  Court  of  ' 
Error,  without  'nQarinpr  the  other  side, 
against  the  opinion  otMr.  Frankpledge. 
But 

Mr.  Frankpledge  qnoted  to  many  oases, 
and  went  to  the  bottom  of  every  thing — and 
,  was  to  c\yi\. 
1     Vfe\\|thiaoQii»^>3b)iouQis&A<R^ 
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T.  Mdrtmain^s  ehamlMCi^  at  «iffht 
k  in  the  eTening.  A  few  minalM  be- 
lat  houTy  Meaars.  Quirk  and  Grammon 
to  be  aeen  in  the  clerk'a  room,  in 
iODTeraation  with  thatprim  fimctiona- 
fio  explained  to  them  that  he  di^  all 
MorUnain'a  drafting,  pupila  were  «o 
that  Mr.  Mortmain  did  not  aeore  out 
of  what  he  (the  aforeaaid  clerk)  had 
i;  that  he  noted  up  Mr.  Mortmain*8 
iaaea  for  him  in  the  reporta,  Mr.  M. 
?  80  little  time;  and  that  the  other 
he  Vice  Chancellor  called  on  Mr. 
aain,  with  aereral  other  mattera  of 
ort,  calculated  to  enhance  the  impor- 
of  Mr.  Mortmain,  who,  aa  the  clerk 
aking  Mr.  Gammon,  in  a  ffood-nar 
way,  how  long  Mr.  Frankpledge  had 
in  practice,  and  where  his  chambera 
made  his  appearance,  with  a  cheerful 
ind  a  bustling  gait,  haring  juat  walk- 
urn  from  his  house  in  Queen's  Square, 
iwhere  in  the  wilds  of  Bedford  S<|uare, 
8.  Gore  delights  to  call  them,  in  her 
•End  pleasantry,)  with  a  comfortable 
of  old  port  on  board.  '  Shortly  after- 
,  Mr.  Frankpledge  arrived,  followed 
8  little  cl^rk,  bending  beneath  two 
of  books,  (unconscious  bearer  of  as 
law  as  had  well  nigh  split  thousands 
med  heads,  broken  tens  of  thousands 
rts,  in  the  making  oi,  being  destined 
e  a  similar  but  far  greater  effect  in  the 
ing  of,)  and  the  consultation  began, 
^ankpledge  entered,  he  could  not 
tasting  a  step's  eye  towarda  a  table 
listened  with  «ucA  an  array  of  ''  pa- 
(a  tasteful  arrangement  oi  Mr.  Mort- 
I  clerk  before  every  consultation,)  and 
sat  the  two  conveyancers  ana  the 
tomeys.  I  devoutly  wish  I  had  time 
cribe  the  scene  at  length;  but  greater 
I  are  pressing  upon  me.  The  two 
irancera  fencM  with  one  another  for 
time  very  guardedly  and  good-hu- 
dly;  pleasant  was  it  to  observe  the 
oua  condescension  of  McMrtmain^  the 
IS  energy  and  volubility  of  Fraok- 
}.  When  Mr.  Mortmain  said  anv 
that  seemed  weighty  or  pointedf, 
looked  with  an  elated  air,  a  quick 
»hant  glance,  at  Gammon;  who,  in 
m,  whenever  Mr.  Frankpledge  quo- 
^^old  case"  from  Bendloe,  Godsbolt, 
Year  Qooka,  (which,  having  always 
I  himself  in  his  almost  exclusive  ao- 
ance  with  the  modern  cases,  he  made 
t  of  doing,)  gazed  at  Quirk  with  a 
of  placid  superiority.  Mr.  Frank- 
)  talked  almost  the  whole  time :  Mr. 
lain  immovable  in  the  view  of  the 
0  had  taken  in  hia  ^'opinion,'*  Itstened 
a  attentive^  good-^mtmed  ear,  nimir 


natmg  pleasantly  ^e  while  nnoB  ^^tnlity 
of  the  port  he  luid  been  drinxing,  (tbe  fini 
of  the  bin  which  he  had  tasted,)  and  tfaede* 
cision  which  the  Chai^cdlor  might  eome  to 
on  a  case  brought  into  court,  on  his  advioe, 
and  which  had  been  argued  that  altemoon. 
At  last  Frankpledge  unwittingly  fell  foul  of 
a  favourite  crotchet  of  Mortmain's— «nd  at 
it  they  went,  hammer  and  ton^  for  nearly 
twenty  minutea,  (it  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  case  ther  were  commenting 
upon.)  In  the  end.  Mortmain  of  course 
adhered  to  his  points,  and  Frankpledge  en- 
trenched himself  in  his  books ;  each  slightly 
yielded  to  the  views  of  the  other  en  imma- 
terial points,  (or  what  could  have  appeared 
the  use  of  the  consultation  t)  bat  did  that 
which  both  had  resolved  upon  doing  from 
the  first,  t.  c.  sticking  to  his  original  opinion. 
Both  had  talked  an  amaaing  deal  of  deep 
law,  which  had  at  least  one  eflfect,  via.,  it 
fairiy  drowned  both  Quirk  and  Gammon, 
who,  as  they  went  home,  with  not  (it  mnst 
be  owned)  the  cleareat  perceptions  in  the 
worid  of  what  had  been  goin^  on,  (though, 
before  going  to  the  eon^tation,  each  had 
s^eally  known  a  gbod  deal  about  the  case,) 
stooi  each  stoutly  by  his  eonveyancer'B 
opinion,  each  protesting  that  he  had  never 
been  once  misled — Quirk  by  Mortmain,  or 
Gammon  by  Frankpledge— «nd  each  re- 
solved to  give  his  man  more  of  thehusineaa 
of  the  house  than  he  ^had  before.  I  grieve 
to  add  that  they  parted  that  night  with  a 
trifle  leaa  of  cordiality  than  had  been  their 
wont.  In  the  morning,  however,  this  little 
irritation  and  competition  had  passed  away; 
and  they  agreed,  oefore  giving  up  the  case, 
to  take  die  final  opinion  of  Mr.  Trksatlb — 
t^e  great  Mr.  Tresayle.  He  was,  indeed, 
a  wonderful  conveyancei^— a  perfect  miracle 
pf  real-property  law-learning.  Hh  had 
such  an  enormous  practice  for  forty-five 
years,  that  for  the  last  ten  he  had  never  put 
hia  noee  out  of  chambera  for  pure  want  of 
time,  and  at  last  of  inclination;  and  had 
been  so  conversant  with  Noiman  Frenoh 
and  law  Latin,  in  the  old  Engliah  letter, 
that  he  had  almost  entirely  forgotten  how  to 
write  the  modem  English  chvaeter.  Hit 
opinions  made  their  appearance  in  three  diA 
ferent  kinds  of  handwriting.  Firat,  one 
that  none  but  he  and  his  old  clerk  could 
make  out;  secondly,  one  that  none  but  ho 
himself  could  read ;  and  thirdly,  one  that 
neither  he,  nor  hia  clerk,  nor  any  one  oi^ 
earth  could  decipher.  The  use  of  any  one 
of  these  atyles  depended  on — ^the  difficulty 
of  the  ease  to  be  answered.  If  it  were  an 
easy  one,  the  answer  was  very  iudJeioualy 
put  into  1^0.  \\  VE  ta.^«t  ^mts^  *^  ^ 
eouTte^^ei&XVnXA  lilo.'W^  viAX^  ^^"^^^^^^ 


1 


TSK  THOUSAND  X  mSAM. 


tiMi  tliat  really  ought  nol  lo  hare  been  asked, 
wad  did  not  deeem  an  answer.  The  fruit 
within  these  unooath  sheDs,  howewst,  was 
precious;  Mr.  Tresayle^B  law  waa  supreme 
ofcr  erery  body's  else.  It  was  cortentlT  re> 
ported  that  Lord  Eldoa  oren  (who  was  him- 
self slightly  acquainted  with  such  subjects) 
reverently  deierred  to  the  authority  of  Mr. 
IVesayle;  and  would  He  wiakingtrnd  knitting 
his  shaggy  eye  brows,  hsdf  the  nighty  if  he 
tKonght  that  Mr.  riVeisayle's  opinion  on  a 
case  and  his  own  differed.  This  was  t|;ie 
great  authority,  to  whonL,«aB  in  tiie  last  re- 
sort, Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammoutand  Snap, 
TeeoWed  to  appeal.  To  his  diambers  they, 
within  a  day  or  two  after  their'  consultation 
at  Mr.  Mortmain's,  despatched  their  case, 
with  a  highly  respectable  fee,  and  a  special 
eempliment  to  his  derk,  hewing  to  hear 
fiom  that  awful  quarter  withhi  two  montiis 
— fWhich  was  the  earliest  aTers^  period 
within  which  Mr.  Tresairle's  opinions  found 
their  way  to  his  patient  but  amdous  clients. 
It  came,  at  length,  with  a  note  firom  Mr. 
Futhful,  his  clerk,  intimatiog  thai  they 
would  fijad  him  at  chambers  the  nest  morn- 
ing, prepared  to  oqplain  the  opinion  tothem ; 
having  just  had  it  read  over  to  him  by  Mr. 
IVesayle,  for  it  proved  to  be  in  No.  IL  The 
ofifdon  occupied  about  two  peges ;  and  ^ 
rand-writing  bore  a  strong  leMmblaiice  to 
Ohiiiese^  or  Arabic,  with  a  quaint  intermix- 
tare  of  the  Uncial  Gre^  character— -it  was 
impossible  to  contemplate  it  without  a  cer- 
tain feeling  of  awe !  In  vain  did  old  Quirk 
squint  at  it,  finon  all  quarters,  for  nearly  a 


file,  of  Bfr.  Mortmaih.  In  special  good4tii» 
raour  he  assured  Mr.  Gammon,  Twho  wa» 
plainly  somewhat  crestlallen  anout  Bir. 
Frankpledge,)  tiiat  every  bodj  roust  havv 
a  beginning;  and  he  (Quirk)  had  been 
once  only  a  oeginner. 

Once  fairly  on  the  scent,  Meesrs.  Quirt 
and  Ganunon  soon  began  secretly  but  ener 
getically  to  push  their  inquiries  in  all  diree 
tions.    They  discovered  that  Gabriel  Tit 
tlebat  Titmouse,  having  spent  the  chief 
portion  of  his  bllssiul  days  as  a  cobbler  at 
Whitehaven,  had  died  in  London,  some- 
where about  the  year  17^2  or  1793.    At 
this  point  they  stood  for  a  long  while,  in 
spite  of  two  advertisements  to  which  they 
had  been  driven  with  the  greatest  reluc- 
tance, for  fear  of  attracting  the  attention  of 
those  most  interested  in  thwarting  them. 
Even  that  partof  the  iiffah  had  been  managed 
somewhat  skilfully.    It  was  a  stroke  of 
Gammon's  to  advertise,  not  for  '<  Heir  at 
Law,"  but  «<  Ifixt  (f  &*n,"  as  the  reader 
has  seen*    The  former  might  have  chal* 
lenjred  a  notice   of  unfriendly    curiosity, 
which  the  latter  was  hardly  <»Ucnfated  to 
attract.    At   length— at  the   ^Hhiind    time 
of  asking"— op     turned    Tittlebat    Tit^ 
mouse,  in  the  way  which  we  have  seen 
His  relationship  with  Mr.  Gabriel  Tittlebat 
Titmouse  was  indisputable ;  in  fact  he  was 
that  **  deceased  person's"  heir-at-law.   The 
reader  may  guess  the  chagrin  of  Mr.  Gam» 
mon  at  tKe  appearance,  manner,  and  cha- 
racter of  the  person  whom  he  fully  believed, 
on  first  seeing  him  at  Messrs.  Dowlas's,  to 
be  the  rightful  owner  of  the  fine  est^tea 
couple  of  hours  (having  first  called  in  the  held  by  one  who,  as  against  Mr.  Titmouse, 


assistance  of  a  friend  of  his,  an  old  attorney 
of  fifty  years'  standing;)  nav— even  Blr. 
Ckmmon,  foiled  at  len^,  could  not  fix  the 
life  of  him  refrain  firom  a  soft  curse  oi  two. 
Neither  of  them  could  make  any  thin^  of 
it— (as  fi:>r  Snap,  they  never  showed  tt  to 
Mm ;  it  was  not  vritiun  his  province-—!,  e. 
tlM  InsoWent  Debtor's  Court,  the  Old  Bai- 
ley, the  ClerkenweD  Sessions,  the  inferior 
Knsiness  of  tiie  Common  Law  Courts,  and 
the  worrying  of  the  darks  of  the  olliee---a 
department  in  which  he  /was  peilection 
itself.) 

To  their  great  defight,  Mr.  Tresayle's 
opinion  completely  corroborated  Mr.  Mort- 
mun's,  (neither  whose  nor  Mr.  Frank- 
piedge's  had  been  laid  before  him.)  No- 
iMng  could  be  more  terse,  perspicuous,  and 
oonclnsive  than  the  great  man's  opinion. 
Mr.  Quirk  was  in  raptures,  and  immediate- 
ly set  out  for  an  engraving  of  Mr.  Tresayle, 
which  had  latelv  come  out,  for  which  he 
jMudOf,,  and  oriend  it  to  be  framed  and 


had  no  more  real  title  to  them  than  had  Mr. 
Tagrag;  and  for  whom  their  house  viras  to 
undertake  the  very  grave  responsibili^^  of 
instituting  such  proceedings  as  would  b» 
requisite  to  place  Mr.  Titmoftse  in  the  posi- 
tion which  mey  believed  him  entitled  to  oc- 
cupy— ^having  to  encounter  a  hot  and  despe- 
rate opposition  at  every  point,  from  thosa 
who  had  nine-tenths  of  the  law— to  wit, 
jKMseMton— on  &eir  side,  on  which  they 
stood  as  upon  a  rock ;  and  with  iromenae 
means  for  carrying  on  the  war  defensive. 

That  Messre.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap, 
did  not  contemplate  undertaking  all  this, 
without  having  calculated  upon  its  proving 
well  worthy  their  while,  was  only  reasonn- 
ble.  They  were  going  voluntarily  to  b<»> 
come  the  means  of  conferring  immense  be- 
nefits upon  one  who  was  a  total  stranger  to 
them — ^who  had  not  a  penny  to  expend  upon 
the  prosecution  of  his  own  rights.  Settutf 
aside  certain  difficulties  which  collected 
thetnfleXves  yk\a  twoa.'^Vii^xd  wcstda^MAUfr 


mwg'op  in  his  own  room^  where  alfeady\Tnua»cs,aMCB.Kii»«BTii^axA^xas«^^«Ga 
rni^eamquaiut  iimMrfifanui  in  black  pro- luTlhA  tafie  w\i«nftv«t  ^«^  toavsn^^ViSnAi 
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mufAwkmnmrnikyd  ofseeimiiglheJtfstre-jpraRdQcioi  tt  his  had  Hone,  In  1i>  r€Sj 
.ward  of  their  enterprise  and  toils— netting  moment  of  an  expected  display  of  the  better 


aside  all  this,  I  say,  it  might  turn  out,  only 
after  a  ruinous  yexnenditure,  that  the  hicrh 
«Qlhorities  which  tiad  sanctioned  their  pro- 
ceedings, in  point  of  Imw,  had  expressed 
their  faTounible  opinions  on  a  state  of  facts, 
which,  however  plain  and  compact  they 
looked  on  paper,  could  not  be  properly  suIh 
•tantiated,  if  keenly  sifted,  and  determinedly 
tesisted.  All  this,  too— all  their  time,  la- 
Irour,  and  money,  to  go  for  nothing— on  be- 
ittilf  of  a  Tulgar,'selfi8h,  ignorant,  presump- 
Inouts,  ungrateftil  puppy,  like  'ritmouse. 
Well  indeed,  therefore,  might  Mr.  Gammon, 
as  we  have  seen  he  did,  give  himself  and 
partners  a  forty-eight  hours*  interval  be- 
tween his  intenriew  with  Titmouse  and 
formal  introduction  to  the  firm,  in  which  to 
eensider  their  position  and  mode  of  proce- 
dure. The  taste  of  his  quality  which  that 
first  interview  afforded  them  all— so  for  sur- 
passing all  that  the  bitter  description  of  him 
given  to  them  by  Mr.  Gammon  had  pre- 
pared them  for — filled  them  with  mexpreesi- 
ole  disgust,  and  would  have  induced  them 
to  throw  up  the  whole  aifair— -so  getting 
rid  both  of  it  and  him  together.  But  theii, 
en  the  other  hand,  there  were  certain  very 
great  Advantages,  both  of  a  professional  and 
even  directly  pecuniary  Icind,  which  it 
would  have  been  madness,  indeed,  for  any 
wi&ce  bghtly  to  throw  away.  It  was  really, 
after  all,  an  unequal  struggle  between  feel- 
ing and  interest.  If  they  siiould  succeed  in 
unseating  the  present  wroiigful  possessor 
of  a  very  splendid  property,  and  putting  in 
his  place  the  rightful  owner,  by  means 
alone,  of  their  own  professional  ability, 
perseverance,  and  heavy  pecuniary  outlay, 
(a  fearful  consideration  truly !)  what  re- 
compense could  be  too  great  for  such  re- 
splendent services  ?  To  say  nothing  of  the 
tdai  which  it  would  gain  for  their  ofifice,  in 
the  profession,  and  in  the  worid  at  large, 
and  the  substantial  and  permanent  advan- 
tages, if,  as  they  ought  to  be,  they  were  en- 
trusted with  the  general  management  of  the 
pnmerty  by  the  new  and  inexperienced, 
and  confiding  owner— ay,  but  there  was  the 
fub !  What  ft  disheartening  and  disgust- 
ing specimen  of  such  new  owner  had  dis- 
sloised  itself  to  their  anxiously  expecting 
bujt  soon  recoiling  oyes— always,  however, 
making  due  allowances  for  one  or  two 
cheering  indications,  on  Mr.  Titmouse^s 
part,  of  a  certain  rapacious  and  litigious 
humour  which  might  pleasantly  and  profi- 
tably occupy  their  energies  for  some  time  to 
eome!  Tneir  position  and  interests  had 
long  made  them  sharp  observetB;  but  when 


ieelings  cf  human  nature— such  as  entha- 
siastic  gratitude  %  They  had  in  their  tima 
to  deal  vrith  some  pleasant  specimens  of 
humanity,  to  be  sure— but  where  any  mota 
odious  and  impracticable  than  Tittlebat  Tit- 
mouse threatened  to  prove  himself!  What 
hold  could  they  get  upon  such  a  character 
as  hist  Beneath  all  his  coarseness  and 
wsaknesa,  there  was  a  glimmer  of  low  cun- 
ning, which  might,  cteteris  partlnu,  keep 
their  superior  anid  practised  astuteness  hn 
full  play.  These  were  difiicuUies,  cheer- 
less enough  in  the  contemplation,  truly ;  but 
nevartheless,  the  nartners  could  not  bear  the 
^tdea  of  escaping  nom  them  by  throwing  up 
the  affair  altogmer.  Then  came  the  q  ues* 
tion — How  Were  they  to  manage  Titmouse  1 
-^how  acquire  an  early  and  firm  hold  of 
hhn,  so  as  to  convert  him  into  a  capital  efi* 
erU  f  His  iears  and  his  interests  were  ob« 
viooslv  the  eDgiaes  with  which  their  expe- 
rienced bands  weie  to  work ;  and  several 


long  and  most  anxious  consultations  had 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  had  on 
this  important  matter.  The  first  great 
qaestian  with  them  was— To  what  extent 
and  when  they  should  aoqnaint  him  with 
the  nature  of  his  expectations  ? 

Gammon  vras  for  keeping  him  compara- 
tively in  the  dark,  till  success  was  within 
reach;  duxing  that  interval,  (which  mi^t 
be  a  long  one,)  by  alternately  stimnlating" 
his  hopes  and  fbars ;  by  habituating  him  to 
an  entire  dependence  on  them ;  by  persua- 
ding him  of  the  extent  of  their  exertions  and 
sacrifices  on  his  behalf— they  might  do 
something;  mould  him  a  little  into  shape 
fit  for  their  purposes;  and  persuade  him 
that  his  affairs  must  needs  go  to  ruin,  but 
in  thfiir  hands.  Something  like  this  was 
the  schemeof  the  cautious,  acute,  and  placid 
Gammon.  Mr!  Quirk  thought  thus: — tell 
the  fellow  at  once  the  whole  extent  of  whaf 
we  can  do  for  him,  viz.  torn  a  half-starvine 
linen  draper*s  shopman  into  the  ovmer  ol 
JS  10,000  a  year,  and  a  great  store  of  ready 
money.  This  will,  in  a  manner,  stun  him 
into  submission,  and  make  him  at  once  and 
for  all  what  we  want  him  to  be.  He  will 
immediately  fall  prostrate  with  reverent 
gratitude— Jooking  at  us,  moreover,  as  thre^ 
gods,  who  at  our  will,  can  shut  him  uwX  cf 
heaven.  ThatB  the  way,  said  Mr.  Quirk ; 
and  Mr.  Quirlc  had  been  forty  years  ^ 
practic&-»-had  Saade  the  business  what  it 
was— still  held  half 'of  it  in  his  own  hands 


^two-thirds  o^  the  remalliing  half  bein^ 
Gammon^  and  the  residue  Snap*s) ;  and 

iid^low  Mod  diBguBting  qnaJities  ever  be- 1  peroe^^n  iSKaX.  ^Ql«a  Inm^  ^'Jt  ^arr^v^'^  ^ 
£m  foroe  themaelveB  Into  Moh  i«Toltiiiffl  tha  ivat  iVmMl  WNBi^  qsX  <\  ^^da  nc^^c^^ 
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V  vbI}  Jtorad  pockets  of  Aeir  semor  partner. 
Soy  aAer  a  loDg  diacuasion,  he  openly 
yielded  hU  opinion  to  that  of  Mr.  Qnirk, — 
eheiiahin^,  however,  no  very  warm  respect 
for  it  in  bis  own  bosom.  As  for  Snap,  that 
distinguished  member  of  the  finn  was  Tcry 
little  consulted  in  tiie  matter;  which  lad 
not  been  brought  into  that  stage  where  his 
powei^ul  energies  could  come  into  play. 
He  had  of  course,  however,  heard  a  good 
deal  of  what  was  going  on ;  and  knew  that 
ere-long  there  would  be  the  copying  out  and 
•enrinff  of  the  lord  knows  how  many  copies 
of.  declarations  in  ejectment,  motions  against 
the  casual  ejector,  and  so  forth-— he  was 
quite  up  to  all  those  quaint  and  anomalous 
proceedings.  Well,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
communication  to  Titmouse,  on  his  first 
interview,  of  the  full  extent  of  his  splendid 
eipectations,  should  depend  upon  the  dis- 
eretion  of  Mr.  Quirk.  The  reader  has  seen 
the  unexpected  turn  which  matters  took 
upon  that  important  occasion:  and  if  it 
proved  Quirk'a  policy  to  be  somewhat  in- 
terior in  point  of  discretion  and  longsighted- 
ness to  that  of  Gammon,  still  it  mnst  be 
owned  that  the  latter  had  cause  to  admire 
the  rapid  generalship  with  which  the  con- 
sequences of  Quirk*s  false  move  luul  been 
retrieved  by  him— 4iot  ill  seconded  by  Snap. 

What  could  have  been  more  judicious 
dian  his  reception  of  Titmouse,  on  the 
occasion  of  hb  being  led  in  again  by  the 
subtle  Gammon? 

The  next  and  greatest  matter  was  how  to 
obtain  any  hold  upon  such  a  person  as  Tit^ 
mouse,  so  as  to  secure  to  themselves,  in  the 
event  of  success,  the  remuneration  to  which 
they  considered  themselTes  entitled.  Was 
Ht  so  perfectly  clear  that,  if  he  felt  disposed 
to  resist  it,  they  could  sompel  him  to  pay, 
the  mere  amount  of  their  bill  of  cpsts! 
Suppoee  he  should  turn  round  upon  them, 
and  have  their  Bill  T^xsn-^-Quirk  grunted 
with  fright  at  the  bare  thought*  Then 
there  was  a  slappino^  quiddam  honorarium 
extra — undoubtealy  for  <Aa/ they  must,  tbey 
feared,  trust  to  the  honour  and  gratitude  of 
Titmouse ;  and  a  pretty  taste  of  his  quality 
they  had  alreiuiy  experienced !  Such  a 
disposition  as  his.  to  have  to  rely  upon  for 
the  prompt  settlement  of  a  bill  of  thousands 
of  pounds  of  costs ;  and,  besides  that,  to 
have  it  to  looK  to  for  the  payment  of  at  least 
some  five  thousand  pounds  ctimefur— nay, 
i^d  this  was  not  all.  Mr.  Quirk  had,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Gammon,  cast  many  an  anxious 
vjf^  on  the  following  passages  from  a  ce r> 
tain  work  entitM  Mla^sdontU  QnmmenU^ 


b}r  ^maintaining*  or  assfarting  eMrarpsMf 
with  money,  or  otherwise,  to  prosecute  ai 
defend  it.  *  *  It  is  an  offence  against 
public  justice,  as  it  keeps  alive  strife  and 
contention,  and  perverts  the  remedial  prs* 
cess  of  the  law  into  an  engine  of  oppre»> 
sion.  *  *  The  pimishment  by  common  law 
is  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  by  statute  3S  - 
Hen.  Vin.  c.  9,  a  forfeiture  of  £10 !"     . 

"  CHAMPiaTT— ^campt  parHiM)"^  a 
species  of  maintenance,  and  punished  in  the « 
same  manner;  being  a  bargain  withta^ 
plaintiff  or  defendant  ^cofnpum  partiH"^  to 
divide  the  land,  or  other  matter  sued  fbr, 
between  them,  if  they  prevail  at  law; 
whereupon  the  champertor  is  to  ^^arry  on 
the  suit  at  his  own  expense.  *  *  Thsss 
pests  of  ciril  socie^,  that  are  perpetoall^ 
endeavouring  \6  distuib  the  repose' of  theif 
neighbours,  and  officiously  interferinff  in 
other  men's  quarrels,  even  at  the  hazara  of 
their  own  fortunes,  were  severely  aliiinad* 
▼erted  on  by  the  Roman  law ;  and  they 
were  punislied  by  the  forfeiture  of  a  third 
part  or  their  goods,  and  perpetual  infiimy.*' 
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JlfAumtNAMcm  MM  an  o^eiaas  intermed* 
io  4  0ait  ihiu  no  wbj  Mat^  to  ons. 


These  are  pleasant  passages. 

Many  were  the  conversations  and  consul* 
tations  which  the  partners  had  had  with 
Messrs.  Mortmain  and  Frankpledge  re* 
spectively,  upon  the  interesting  question, 
whether  there  were  any  mode  of  at  oncn 
securing  themselves  against  the  ingratttudn 
of  Titmouse,  and  protecting  therasdvei 
against  the  penalties  of  the  law.  It  madn 
Mr.  Quirk's  baid  head  even  flush  all  over 
whenever  he  thought  of  their  bill  being 
taxed,  or  cootemplatod  himself  the  tnmalt 
of  a  prison,  (above  all,  at  his  advanced  tim» 
oflite,^  with  mournful  lebure  toraAditaft^ 
upon  the  misdeeds  that  had  sent  him  thither, 
to  which  profitable  exercise  the  legislattus. 
would  have  specially  stimulated  him  by  a 
certainySne  above  mentioned.  As  for  Gam- 
mon, he  knew  there  must  be  ja  way  of  doins 
the  thing  somehow  or  another ;  for  his  frieni 
Frankpledge  felt  infinitely  less  difficulty  is  ^ 
the  way  Uisn  Mortmain,  whom  he  joonsi- 
dered  a  timid  and  old-faahioned  prectitioaer 

The  courts,  he  said,  were  now  setting 
their  faces  strongly  against  tlte  doctrine^ 
maintenance,  as  boing  founded  on  a  bygona 
state  of  things,  {cisMtnte  rtdinne  eenal  <^ 
tj9Mi  Ze^,  was  his  favourite  maxim.)  Thera 
was  no  wrong  without  a  remedy,  he  said; 
and  was  there  not  utrfrng  in  the  case  of  n 
poor  man  wrongfully  d^^prived  of  his  own  t 
And  how  could  this  be  rtmetUed^  if  the  old 
law  of  maintenance  stood  like  a  bugbear  in 
the  way  of  humane  and  spirited  practition- 
evst  Was  no  one  to  be  sole  to  tak^  up  tlM 
crunae  of  the  o^^ieiAe^^  cwmjmtj^jK  '^^x  'Vx 
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wm  taiit — ^let  Ae  ehdimnt  sue  in  fiftma 
pauperis  t  but  then  he  mast  swear  that  he  is 
BoC.  worth  fire  poands;  and  a  man  may  not 
bo  able  to  take  that  oath,  and  yet  be  un- 
equal to  the  commencement  of  a  suit  re- 
quiring the  outlay  of  thousands.  More- 
orer,  a  pretty  prospect  it  was  for  such  a 
•nitoT,  {in  forma  pauperi$,y^  if  he  should 
happen  to  be  nonsuited — ^to  be  **  put  to  his 
Section,  whether  to  be  whipped  or  pay  the 
eoets/**  Thus  reasoned  witliin  himself 
thaf  astute  person,  Mr.  Frankpled^;  and 
at  length  satisfied  h  imself  that  he  4iad  framed 
instrumapt  which  would  ^*meet  the 


an 


case"— that  "  would  hold  water."  I  am 
not  very  well  versed  in  legal  matters ;  but 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  was  some- 
thing, in  the  nature  of  a  bond,  conditioned  to 
toy  tfie  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  to 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  within 
two  months  of  Titmouse's  being  put  into 
possession  of  the  rents  and  profits.  The 
condition  of  tliat  bond  was,  as  its  framer  be- 
lieved, drawn  in  a  masterly  manner,  and  his 
draft  was  lying  before  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gam- 
mon, and  Snap,  on  the  Wednesday  morning 
— I.  e.  the  day  after  Titmouse's  interview  wim 
them — and  had  succeeded  at  length  in  exci- 
ting the  approbation  of  Mr.  Quirk  himself; 
when — whew ! — down  came  a  note  from  Mr. 
Frankpledge,  to  the  effect  that,  **  since  prepa- 
ring the  draft  bond,'*  he  had  "had  reason 
gKghtTy  to  TOorff/y  his  original  opinion,"  ow- 
ing to  his  "  having  lit  upon  a  late  case,"  in 
which  an  instrument  preciseljr  similar  to  the 
one  which  he  had  prepared  for  his  admiring 
clients,  had  been  held  totally  "  ineffectual 
and  void  both  at  law  and  in  equity."  I  say, 
Mr.  Frankpl edge's  note  was  to  that  effect; 
for  BO  ingeniously  had  he  framed  it — so  ef- 
fectually concealed  hts  retreat  beneath  a 
Httle  clmid  of  contradictory  authorities,  like 
as  the  ink-fish,  they  say,  eludeth  its  pursu- 
ers— ^that  his  clients  cursed  the  law,  not 
their  draftsmen:  and,  moreover,  by  pru- 
dently withholding  the  name  of  the  "  late- 
"-* "  he  at  all  events,  for  a  while,  had 


prevented  their  observing  that  it  was  senior  is,"  &c.,  &c. 


to.  some  eight  or  ten  cases  which  (indefati- 
gable man !)  he  had  culled  for  them  out  of 
tSie  legal  garden,  and  arrayed  on  the  back 
•f  the  draft  Slightly  disconcerted  were 
Moesrs.  Quirk  and  Gammon,  it  may  be  be- 
lieved at  this  new  view  of  the  "'result  of 
the  authorities."  ♦•  Mortmain  is  kl%ays 
right!'*  said  Qatrk,  looking  hard  at  Gam- 
mon ;  who  observed  simply  that  one  day 
Frankpledge  woild  be  as  old  as  Mortmain 
then  was,  by  which  time  (tliought  he)  I  also 
know  where  you  will  be,  my  M  friend,  if 
there's  any  truth  in  the  Scriptures !    in  ^is 


pleasant  fVame  of  mind  were  the  par&e»j 
when  the  impudent  apparition  of^  Huckm, 
back  presented  itself,  in  the  manner  whicl| 
has  been  described.  Huckaback's  com- 
mentary on  the  disgusting  text  of  Titmouse 
overnight,  (as  a  lawyer  would  say,  in  ana*  ^ 
lo^  to  a  well-known  term,  "  Coke  upoi^ 
Littleton,")  produced  an  effect  upon  tneir 
minds  which  may  be  guessed  at.  It  wae 
vlhUe  their  minds  were  under  these  two 
soothing  influences,  t.  e,  of  the  insolence  of 
Huckaback,  and  the  vacillation  of  Frank* 
pledge,  that  Mr.  Gammon  had  penned  the 
note  to  Titmouse,  (surely,  under  the  cirr 
cumstances,  one  of  extraordinary  tempe- 
rance and  forbearance,^  which  had  occasion* 
ed  Titmouse  the  agonies  which  ^  have  been 
attempting  faintljrto  describe; — and  that 
Quirk,  summoning  Snap  into  the  room, 
had  requested  him  to  give  orders  for  denial 
to  Titmouse  if  he  should  again  make  his 
appearance  at  the  office ;  which  injunctioift 
Snap  forthwith  delivered  in  the  clerk'a 
room,  in  a  tone  and  maimer  that  were  » 
«Qodel  of  the  imperative  mood. 

A  day  or  two  afterwards,  Mr.  Quiik^ 
(who  was  a  man  that  stuck  like  alimnet  to 
a  rock  to  any  point  which  occurred  to  himO 
in  poring  over  that  page  in  the  fourth  vot> 
ume  of  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  where 
were  to  be  found  the  passages  which  have 
been  alres^dy  Quoted,  (and  which  both  Quirk[ 
and  Gammon  had  long' had  off  by  heart,)' 
as  he  sate  one  day  at  dinner,  at  home^ 
whither  he  had  taken  the  volume  in  ques- 
tion, fancied  he  had  at  last  hit  upoil  a  nota- 
ble crotchet,  which,  the  more  he  thought  of^ 
the  more  he  was  struck  with ;  determining 
to  pay  a  visit  in  the  morning  to  Mr.  Mort- 
main. The  spark  of  light  that  had  twinkled 
ti]l  it  kindled  m  the  tinder  of  his  mind,  was 
struck  by  his  hard  head  out  of  the  follow- 
ing sentence  of  the  text  in  question  :— 

"A  man  mai/f  however,  maintain  the 
suit  of  his  near  kinsman,  servant,  or  pooe 
NEIGHBOUR,  out  of  chority  and  compassion^ 
with  impunity;  otl^erwise,  iHe  punishment 


Now,  it  seemed  to  Mr.  Quirk,  that  Ihe  _ 
words  which  1  have  placed  in  italics  and  smaill 
capitals,  exactly  met  the  cas6  of  poor  Tit- 
tlebat Titmouse.  He  stuck  to  that  view  of 
die  case,  till  he  almost  began  to  think  that 
ne  really  had  a  kind  of  a  sort  of  a  charity 
and  compassion  for  poor  Tittlebat — ^keptout 
of  his  rights — tyrannized  over  by  a  vulgar 
draper  in  Oxford  Street — ^where,  too,  no 
doubt,  he  was  half-starved.  '"  It's  a  flpreat 
blessing  ihat  one's  got  the  nSeariS — and  th4 
inclination,  to  serve  one*s  poor  ncv^bih<i^'— . 
thougVit  Qt\xvt\L^  ^ft  V^  t^Q^V^  «sRni\^^^ 


^KMekttone,  wol.  III.  p.  400,  whmn 
€9tw,  **UuipneiiceiBaow  tiftnmi ' 


,,.  _  .  . , IsaioiheT  s\a»a  \A  >Sv%  -ujlna  VKoA  moik«3tk  ijj^ 


TRN  rq09pAlf9  A  ySAIV 


M 


Ih9  more  he  dnmkt  ^wh«l  else  had  he  to 
joy ! — Tor  he  had  been  a  widower,}  the 
more  and  more  pitiful  became  his  mood«— 
liie  moDe  sensitive  was  he  to  compassionate 
fn^eestions ;  and  by  the  time  that  he  had 
ilmsned  the  decanter,  he  was  actually  in 
tears.  These  virtuous  feelings  brought 
Ifaeir  own  reward,  too— for,  from  tiune  to 
lime  they 'conjured  up  the  faint  image  of  a 
bond  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  ten 

THOUSJlND  pounds! 

To  chancre  the  metaphor  a  little— by  the 
time  that  old  Quirk  had  reached  his  office 
in  the  morning,  the  heated  iron  had  cooled; 
if  his  heart  haS  retained  any  of  the  maudlin 
softness  of  the  preceding  evening,  the  fol- 
lowing pathetic  letter  from  Titmouse  might 
bave  made  a  very  deep  impression  upon  it, 
and  fixed  him  in  the  benevolent  and  disin- 
terested mind  of  the  old  lawyer  as  indeed 
bis  **  poor  neighbour.*'  The  following  is 
an  exact  copv  of  it.  It  had  been  written  by 
Titmouse,  all  out  of  his  own  head;  and 
with  his  own  hand  had  he  left  it,  at  a  late 
hour  on  the  night  before. 

'"To  Messrs,  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap. 
••  Gents, 
"Yr  Esteemed  Favour  his  now  befo^re 
Me,  which  mtut  say  have  Given  me  Much 
Concern,  seeiiig  I  Thought  it  was  All  Made 
op  betwixt  us  That  was  of  Such  an  l/fi- 
fieasarU  Nature  on  Tuesday  night  (ultimo^ 
wh  I  most  humbly  Own  (and  Acknowledge) 
was  all  alone  and  intirtlv  of  my  Own  Fault, 
and  Not  in  the  Least  Your's  which  belia.* 
fed  to  me.  Must  say,  in  the  most  Respect- 
ftil  and  superior  manner  that  was  possible 
to  think  Of,  for  I  truly  say  I  never  was  in 
the  Company  of  Such  Imminent  and  Supe- 
rior Gents  before  In  my  Life  wh  will  take 
ihy  Oath  sincerely  Of,  Gents.  Please  (o 
consider  the  Brandy  (wh  do  think  vxu  Unr 
tcnnmon  Stiff)  such  a  flustrom  As  I  Was  In 
before,  to,  wh  was  Evident  to  All  of  Us 
there  then  Assemblid  and  very  natral  like 
So  be  the  Case  Seeing  I  have  nevir  known 
what  Peas  of  Mind  was  since  I  behaved  in 
Soph  a  Oudtmonu  way  wh  truly  was  the  case 
I  can't  Deny  to  Such  Gents  as  Yourselfs 
that  were  doing  me  such  Good  Fortune 
And  Kindness  to  me  as  it  would  Be  a 
Dreadful  tin  and  ahanu  (such  as  Trust  1 
ean  never  be  Guil^  of)  to  be  ( wh  am  not) 
and  never  Can  Be  insensible  Of,  Gents  do 
Consider  all  this  Favourably  because  of  my 
humble  Amends  whi  here  Make  with  the 
Greatest  Trouble  in  my  Mind  that! have 
Had  Ever  Since,  it  was  all  of  the  Spenita 
I  Tooke  wh  made  me  Go  On  at  such  a  Rate 
wA  WHS  alwavs  (bef  to  flAssura  yr  reape 
JUmacj  ike  Csu0  Swoe   mj  birUi  whiea 


I  took  Spenita  near  so  little  SiiMyj  I  had  lbs 
Measles  when  I  was  3  Years  Old  as  I  WeU 
Recollect  and  hope  it  will  be  Boixi  in  Mind 
what  is  OfUn  Said,  and  Fm  snre  Tve  read 
it  Somewhere  Else  that  People  thai  is 
Drunk  Always  speaks  the  JHrtti  Ccmlrmp'. 
wise  of  their  True  and  Real  Thoughts,  (wh 
am  Certain  never  was  any  Thing  Truer  in 
my  case)  so  as  I  get  the  Money  or  What 
not,  do  whatever  you  like  wh  are  quite  wel- 
come to  Do  if  you  please,  and  No  questions 
Asked,  donU  Mind  saying  by  The  W^it 
shall  Be  As  Good  as  J20O .  note  in  Tbt 
way  of  your  Respe  House  if  I  Get  tiie 
Estate  of  wh  am  much  in  want  of.  Mr. 
Gamon  (wh  is  the  most  Upright  gei^  that 
ever  I  came  across  in  All  my  Life)  will  tell 
you  that  I  Was  Quite  Cut  up  whoo  iw 
came  Afler  me  in  that  kind  Way  and  told 
him  TTien  how  I  loved  yr  Respeete  House 
and  would  do  all  in  My  i>ower  to  Serv4» 
Yon,  which  see  if  I  don\  I  was  in  Such  a 
rage  with  the  Fellow  (He's  only  in  a  SiUMt- 
turn  in  Trottenham  C  :  Road)  Huckaback 
which  is  his  true  name  it  was  an  oudaciovi 
thin?,  and  have  given  him  such  a  precious 
Good  hidin|sr  last  Night  as  you  never  saw 
when  on  his  Bendid  Knees  He  asked  the 
pardon  of  your  Respectable.  House,  sayi* 
nothing  Of  Me  wh  wd  not  allow  be^jause  I 
said  I  would  Not  Foimve  Him  becauae  be 
bad  not  injured  me :  But  you,  wh  I  wonder 
at  his  Imnudcnu  in  Calling  on  Professional 
Gents  like  you,  if  I  get  the  Estate  ^lall 
never  cease  to  Think  well  of  you  and  mean 
While  how  full  of  Trouble  I  ain  CfUn 
Thinkinf^  of  Death  which  is  the  End  of 
Every  'Fhing  And  then  in  that  Case  who 
iwill  the  Property  Go  to  Seeing  I  Haw 
never  a  Brother  or  Sister  Behind  me.  And 
Therefore  Them  That  wd  Get  it  I  Feel  Suie 
of  wd  Not  do  So  Well  by  you  (if  You  will 
Only  believe  me)  So  Gents.  This  b  All 
at  present  That  I  will  Make  so  bold  to  trou- 
ble you  With  about  my  Unhappy  Affairs 
Only  to  say  that  am  used  most  Intolerably 
Bad  now  In  The  Shop  quite  Tyranicall  And 
Mr.  Tagrag  as  Set  Them  All  Against  M« 
and  I  shall  fierer  Get  another  Situatn  for 
want  of  a  Charr  which  he  will  give  ma 
sayg  nothg  at  Present  of  the  Sort  of  Victulea 
wh  give  me  Now  to  Eat  Since  Monday  last* 
For  Which  am  Sure  the  Devil  must  have 
Come  In  to  "Diat  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tamff^ 
he  was  only  himself  in  a  situation  in  H<h* 
bom  once,  getts  the  Business  by  marryg 
^e  widow  wh  wonder  At  for  he  is  nothing 
particular  to  Look  At)  I  am  yra 

**  Humbly  tii  Command 
Till  Death  (always  Humbly  Begging  par- 
don  for  the  bad  Gonduet  wh  was  guUty  of 
^wheikln\Ac^v\Q!i  'EB^waaW^  Oii  %a.  ISmfi^v^ 


TEST  THQtieANO  A  Y«AR. 


Al 


Stooiieh,  Hi^inff  Taken  Nodnitt  iH  timt 
Hay  exeepting  wnat  I  could  not  Eit») 

^  Your^s  most  Rasp j 

^  TiTTLBBAT  TlTMODSB. 

««P.  S.  Will  Bring  That  yoimg  Man 
with  Tears  in  his  Eves  to  Be^  yr  pardon 
Over  a^in  If  YciM  Like  wh  will  Solemnly 
8weaT  if  RAqaired  That  he  did  it  all  of  His 
mtm  Head  And  that  Have  fiYen  it  him  For 
it  in  tlie  Way  That  is  Written  Above  And 
kombly  Trust  You  Will  make  Me  So  happy 
Once  more  by  Writing  To  Me  Ci£  it  is  only 
a  Line)  to  say  Yon  have  Thought  No  more 
of  it.    T.  T.  No.  9  Closet  Ct.  Oxford  St 

This  touching  epistle,  I  was  sayinor, 
might  have  brought  tears  into  Mr.  Quirk°s 
eyes,  if  he  had  been  tued  to  the  melting 
laood,  which  he  was  not;  having  never 
been  seen  to  shed  a  t^r  but  once— when 
five^izths  of  his  little  bill  of  costs  (iSl95, 
I5s4  id.)  were  taxed  o^  in  an  action  on  a 
Bill  of  Elxchange  for  £20,  As  it  was,  he 
iweedled  the  letter  about  iii  his  hands  for 
about  five  minutes,  in  a  musing  mood,  and 
then  stepped  with  it  into  Mr.  Gammon^s 
room.  That  gentleman  took  the  letter  with 
an  air  of  curiosi^,  and  read  it  over ;  at  every 
sentence,  (if  indeed  a  sentence  was  in  it) 
bursting  into  sof\  lauc^hter. 

^  Ha,  ha,  ha!^*  he  laughed  on  concluding 
It— *«  a  Comical  eentleman,  Mr.  Titmouse, 
qpon  my  honour  r* 

**  Funny — is^nt  it  rather  T'  interposed 
Mr.  Quirk,  standing  with  his  hands  fum- 
bling in  his  breeches  pockets. 

**  What  a  crawling,  despicable  rascal  !«> 
ha,  ha,  ha  !'* 

M^hy — I  don't  quite  say  that,  either,*' 
said  Quirk,  doubtingly — *^  I—- don't  exactly 
look  at  it  in  that  light." 

**My  dear  sir!  exclaimed  Gammon, 
leaning  back  in  liis  chaic,  and  laughing 
father  Tieartily — at  least  for  him. 

**  You  can't  leave  off  that  laugh  of  yours," 
said  Quirk,  a  little  tartly ;  *^but  I  must  say 
I  don't  see  any  thing  in  the  letter  to  laugh 
at  so  particularly.  It  is  written  in  a  most 
lespectful  manner,  and  shows  a  proper  feel- 
ing towards  the  house." 

^  Ay !  see  how  he  speaks  of  me  /"  inter- 
TUpted  Gammon,  with  such  a  smile. 

^  And  doesn't  he  speak  so  of  me  1  and  all 
efnsi" 

<*  He'll  let  the  house  tread  on  him  till  he 
ean  tread  on  the  hoose,  I  dare  say." 

**Bat  you  must  ovno,  Mr.  Gammon,  it 
iiiows  we've  licked  him  into  shape  a  bi^— 
ekf" 

**Oh,  it*s  a  little  wile  creeping  mtile 
MPWf  Mod  BO  it  will  be  to  the  end  or  the 
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chapter— of  our  nroceedings;  and  wbon 
we've  done  e^teij  thing — Tealiy ,  M/.  Quirii ! 
if  one  were  apt  to  lose  one's  temper,  it  would 
be  to  see  such  a  thing  as  that  put  into 
possession  of  suph  a  fortune." 

**That  may  be,  Mr.  Gammon;  but  I  real- 
ly—- trust— I've  a  higher  feeling — to  righw«« 
the  injured—"     He  could  go  no  further. 

*^  Hem !"  exclaimed  Gammon. 

The  parties  smiled  at  one  another.  A 
touch,  or  an  attempted  touch  at  diainteretM- 
ntn    and  at  Quirk's  time  of  life ! 

*^  But  he's  now  in  a  humour  for  trainings 
at  all  events — isn't  he  1"  exclaimed  Quirk ; 
*^  we've  something  now  to  go  to  work  upon 
— gradually." 

^  Isn't  that  a  leaf  out  of  my  book,  Mr. 
Quirk  1  isn't  that  exactly  what " 

"  Well,  well — what  does  it  signify  1"  in- 
terrupted Quirk,  rather  petulantly;  "I've 
jgot  a  crotchet  that'll  do  for  us,  yet,  about 
the  matter  of  law,  and  makes  all  right  and 
tight— so  I'm  going  to  Mortmain." 

**  I've  got  a  little  idea  of  my  own  of  that 
sort,  Mr.  Quirk,"  said  Gammon ;  "  I've  ^t 
an  extract  from  Co-Li tt—.  I  can't  imagine 
how  either  of  them  could  have  missed 
it,  and,  as  Frankpledge  dines  with  me 
tcKlay,  we  shall  talk  it  all  over.  But,  by 
the  way,  Mr.  Quirk,  I  should  say,  with  ail 
deference,  that  we'll  take  no  more  notice  of 
this  fellow  till  we've  got  some  screw  tight 
enough." 

*'  Why— all  that  niay  be  very  well ;  but 
you  see.  Gammon,  the  fellow  seems  the 
real  heir,  aAer  all— and  if  he  don't  get  it, 
no  one  can ;  and  if  he  don't — we  don't,  eh  1'* 

"There's  a  very  ^eat  deal  of  foree  in 
that  observation,  Mr.  Quirk,"  said  Gammon 
emphatically :— and  tolerably  well  pleased 
with  one  another,  they  parted.  If  Quirk 
might  be  compared  to  an  old  file.  Gammon 
was  the  otV/— «o  they  got  on,  in  the  main, 
very  well  together.  It  hardly  signifies  what  * 
was  the  result  of  their  interviews  with  their 
two  conveyancers.  They  met  in  the  uionw 
ing  on  ordmary  business ;  and  as  each  made 
no  allusions  whatever  to  the  "  crotchet"  of 
the  day  before,  it  may  be  inferred  that  each 
had  been  satisfied  by  his  conveyancer  of 
having  found  a  mare's  nest. 

"  I  think,  by  the  way,"  said  Mr.  Gam- 
mon to  Mr.  Quirk,  before  they  parted  on 
the  previpus  evening,  **  it  may  be  as  well, 
all  things  considers,  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  fellow's  note— eh  t-^Can'<  de 
any  harm,  you  know,  and  eivility  costs 
nothings— hem !" 

"The  very  thing  I  was  thinking  of," 
replied  Quirk,  as  he  always  did  on  hearing 
any  sagfeatioik  ftooi  ^i .  ^vovsiv^Ti*  ^'^^v 

I  the  fouomi^^  iiQXa  v>  ^i*Tvxxstf»aaiA^ 


TEN  THOT)^B^K0  A  TEAR. 


^Messrs.  Qairk,  GamOKm,  uid  Snap 
hmye  the  pleasare  of  acknowledging  tlie 
receipt  of  Mr.  Titmouse's  polite  letter  of 
last  night's  date ;  and  earnestly  beg  that  he 
will  not  distress  himself  about  the  little  in- 
cident that  occurred  at  their  office  on  Tues- 
day night,  and  which  they  assure  him  they 
have  quite  forgotten.  Thej  made  all  al- 
lowances, however  their  feeling  suffered  at 
the  time.  They  beg  Mr.  T.  will  give  them 
credit  for  not  losin?  sight  of  his  interests, 
to  the  best  of  thfer  ability,  obstructed  as  they 
are,  however,  by  fiumerous  serious  difficul- 
ties. If  they  should  be  in  any  degree  here- 
after overcome,  h^  tna^  rest  assured  of  their 
promptly  communioatin^  with  him ;  and  till 
then  niey  trust  Mr.  T.  will  not  inconvenience 
himself  by  calling  on  or  writing  to  them. 

••  SAlTron  HUl,  15lli  Jaly,  IM^ 

MP.  S.^Messrs.  Q.,  6.  and  S.  regret  to 
hear  that  any  unpleasantness  has  arisen 
(Gammon  could  hardly  write  for  langhinff) 
between  Mr.  Titmouse  and  his  friend  Mr. 
Hicklebagle,  who,  they  assure  him,  mani- 
fested "a  very  wttrm  interest  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  T^  and  conducted  himself  with  the 
greatest  propriety  on  the  occasion  of  his 
calling  upon  Messrs.  Q.,  G.  and  S.  They 
happened  at  that  moment  to  be  engaged  in 
matters  of  the  highest  importance ;  which 
will,  they  trust,  explain  any  appearance  of 
'abruptness  they  might  have  exhibited  to- 
waras  that  gentleman.  Perhaps  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse will  be  so  obliging  as  to  intimate  as 
much  to  Mr.  Hickerbag.'^ 

Fhere  war  an  obvious  reason  for  this 
polite  allusion  to  Huckaback.  Gammon 
thought  it  very  possible  that  that  gentleman 
might  be  in  mr.  Titmouse's  confidence,  and 
exercise  a  powerful  influence  over  him 
hereafler;  and  which  influence  Messrs.  Q., 
G.  and  S.  might  find  it  well  worth  their 
while  to  secure  beforehand^ 

The  moment  that  Titmouse,  with  breath- 
less haste,  had  read  over  this  mollifying 
docum'^nt,  which  being  directed  to  his  lodg- 
ings correctly,  he  of  courae  did  not  obtain  till 
about  ten  o'clock,  he  ImtQned  to  his  friend 
Huckaback.  That  gentlen^n,  who  seemed 
now  virtually  recognised  by  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snab,  as  Titmouse's  confi- 
dant, shook  his  heau  ominously,  exclaiming 
— *'  Blarney,  blarney !"  and  a  bitter  sneer 
settled  on  his  disagreeable  features^  till  he 
had  read  down  to  the  postscript ;  the  perusal 
of  which  effected  a  sudden  change  in  his 
feelings.  He  declared  with  a  great  oath, 
that  Messrs.  Qujrk,  Gammon,  and  Snap, 
•'<»/»  ^'perfect  gentlemen,**  and  would  *'  Qo 
4i9  ii^t  thing,  IHr'tmouse  might  depend 


cheered  Tltmoose,  to  whose  keen  disoen^ 
ment  it  never  once  occurred  to  refer  Hooka- 
back's  alteped  tone  to  the  right  cause,  vix., 
the  Inbricating  quality  of  the  postscript; 
and  since  Titmouse  did  not  allude  to  it,  no 
more  did  Mr.  Huckaback,  althougii  liii 
own  double  misnomer  stuck  a  little  in  }A 
throat.  So  effectual,  indeed,  had  been  tint 
most  skilful  postscript  upon  the  party  Whoa 
it  had  been  aimed  at,  that  he  exerted  himself 
unceasingly  to  revive  Titmouse's  confidensi 
in  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap ;  asi 
so  far  succeeded,  that  Titmouse  returned  to 
his  lodgings  at  a  late  hour,  a  somewhit 
happier  if  not  a  wiser  man  than  he  had  left 
them.    By  the  time,  however,  that  he  'had 

Sot  into  oed,  having  once  more  spelt  over 
le  note  in  question,  he  felt  as  despondeot 
as  ever,  and  thought  that  Huckaback  hsi 
not  known  what  he  had  been  talking  about 
He  also  adverted  to  an  apparentfy  carelev 
allusion  by  Huckaback'to  ttie  injuries  which 
had  been  inflicted  upon  him  by  'Fitmoius 
on  the  Wednesday  night:  and  which,  by 
the  way.  Huckaback  determined  it  shooM 
be  no  fault  of  his  if  Titmouse  easily  forgot! 
He  hardly  knew  why — but  he  disliked  thii 
particularly.  Whom  had  he,  however,  k 
the  world,  but  Huckaback  ?  In  comfwiii 
with  him  alone.  Titmouse  felt  that  his  penU 
upr  feelinffs  could  discharge  themselves. 
Huckaback  had  certainly  a  wonderful  knack 
of  keeping  up  Titmouse's  spirits,  whatever 
cause  tie  rancied  he  might  really'have  for 
depression.  In  short,  he  longed  for  the 
Sunday  morning — ushering  in  a  day  of  rest 
and  sympathy.  Titmouse  would  indeed 
then  have  to  look  back  upon  an  agitating 
and  miserable  week,  what  with  the  dismisnl 
upsetting  of  his  hopes,  in  the  manner  I  havs 
described,  and  the  tyrannical  treatment  he 
experienced  at  Dowlas  and  Co.'s.  Mr. 
Tagrag  be^n,  at  length,  in  some  degree, 
to  relax  his  acUve  exertions  against  Tit- 
mouse, simply  because  of  the  trouble  'k 
gave  him  to  keep  them  up.  He  attributed 
3ie  pallid  cheek  and  depressed  manner  of 
Titmouse  entirely  to  the  discipline  wbicK 
had  been  inflicted  upon  bim  at  the  shop,  and 
was  gratified  at  perceiving  that  all  his  other 
young  men  seemed,  especially  in  his  pr^ 
sence,  to  have  imbibed  his  hatred  of  TiV 
mouse.  What  produced  in  Tagrag  titis 
hatred  of  Titmouse?  Simply  what  had 
taken  place  on  Monday.  Mr.  Tagrag's 
dignity  and  power  had  been  doggedly  set 
at  naught  by  one  of  his  shopmen,  who  had 
since  refused  to  make  the  least  submissioiii 
or  oflTer  any  kind  of  apology.  Such  conduct 
struck  at  the  root  or  subordination  in  hii 
estabWaYimeivt.    A^ixi^  there    is    perhaps 


\  nothing  in  ^^e  NtotV^^^  et^sxiX'd.Xfc^  \io  ^?cr«^ 
apoa  It;**  aji^assflifaiice   which    greatly  \%  pstJ^  mA  Txi\%ax  haiAv^  ^^  \£qt(BM^ 
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^of  maligidty,  as  the  calm  peraeTering 
Qce  of  an  inferior,  whom  it  striTes  to 
detpUty  while  it  is  only  hating^  which  it  at 
the  same  time  feels  to  he  the  caM.  TVigrag 
now  and  then  looked  towards  Titmouse^  as 
h«  stood  behind  the  counter,  as  if  he  could 
hmTe  mnrdered  him.  Titmouse  attempted 
once  or  twice,  dorinff  the  week,  to  obtam  a 
situation  elsewhere,  out  in  vain.  He  could 
expect  no  character  from  Tagrag ;  ahd  when 
the  10th  of  August  should  have  arrived, 
what  was  to  become  of  him  1  These  were 
die  kind  of  thoughts  often  passing  through 
his  mind  during  the  Sunday,  which  he  and 
Huckaback  spent  together  in  unceasing 
conversation  on  the  one  absorbing  event  of 
the  last  week.  Titmouse,  poor  puppy,  had 
dressed  himself  with  just  as  much  care  as 
usual ;  but  as  he  was  giving  the  finishing 
touches  at  his  toiUt,  pumping  up  grievous 
sifirhs  every  half  minute,  the  sum  of  his 
rdiections  might  be  stated  in  the  miserable 
siflrnificance  of  a  quaint  saying  of  Poor 
Richard*s, — **  How  hard  is  it  to  make  an 
empty  sack  stand  upright  !** 

Although  the  sun  snone  as  vividly  and 
beautifully  as  on  the  preceding  Sunday,  to 
l^tmouse*s  saddened  eye  there  seemed  a 
sort  of  gloom  every  where.  Up  and  down 
the  Park  he  and  Huckaback  walked,  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  ailemoon ;  but  Tit^ 
mouse  had  not  so  elastic  a  strut  as  before. 
He  felt  empty  and  sinking.  Every  body 
•eemeid  to  know  what  a  sad  pretender  he 
was ;  and  they  quitted  the  magic  circle  much 
earlier  than  had  been  usual  with  Titmouse. 
What  with  the  fatLafueof  a  lonor  day's  saun- 
ter, the  vexation  of  having  haa  but  a  hast^, 
inferior,  and  unrefreshihg  meal,  which  did 
not  deserve  the  name  of  dinner,  and  their 
nopleasant  thoughts,  both  seemed  depressed 
as  they  walked  along  the  streets.  At  length 
thej  arrived  at  the  open  doors  of  a  gloomy- 
looking  building,  into  which  two  or  three 
sad  and  prim-looking  people  were  entering. 
AfVer  walking  a  few  paces  past  the  door — 
•*  D'ye  know,  Huck,"  said  Titmouse,  stop- 
ping, **r  ve  often  thought  that — ^that — there's 
something  in  /?e/tgion." 

"  To  be  sure  there  is,  for  those  thatl  ike  it — 
who  doubts  it  1  It's  all  very  well  in  its  place, 
BO  doubt,"  replied  Huckaback,  with  much 
surprise,  whicli  incrpased^as  he  felt  himself 
slowly  being  swayed  round  towards  the  buil- 
ding in  question.  ••Well,  but  what  of  thatl" 

•♦  Oh,  notbingr ;  but — hem !  hem !"  replied 
Titmouse,  sinkinff  his  voice  to  a  whisper — 
**a  touch  of — religion — would  not  be  so 
much  amiss,  just  now.  I  feel — unconmion 
inclined  that  way,  somehow." 

"  Religion's  all  very  well  for  them  that 

has  much  to  be  thankful  for;  but  devil  take 

mef  what  have  either  you  or  me  to 


n 


**  But,  Huck— Jiow  do  you  know  bat  we 
might  get  somethinjir  to  be  thankful  for,  by 
prayinff«-I' ve  oiVen  hp«rd  of  great  things  ;— 
come.'° 

Huckaback  stood  for  i  moment  irresolute, 
twiriing  about  his  cane,  and  looking  rather 
distasteftilly  towards  the  dingy  building. 
••  To  be  sure,"  said  he,  faintly.  Titmouse 
drew  him  nearer;  but  he  suddenly  started 
back. — ••  No !  oh,  'tis  only  a  meeting-house.. 
Tit !  Curse  Dissenters,  how  I  hate  'em ' 
No-— I  won't  pray  in  a  meeting-house,  let 
me  be  bad  as  1  may.  Give  me  a  regulaiK 
like,  respectable  church,  with  a  proper, 
steeple,  and  parson,  and  prayers,  and  all  - 
that." 

Titmouse  secretly  acknowledged  the  force, 
of  these  observations;  and  the  intelligent, 
and  piously  disposed  couple,  with  perhape 
a  just,  but  certainly  a  somewhat  suaden  re- 
sard  for  orthodoxy,  were  not  long  before 
uiey  had  found  their  way  into  a  cburcli 
where  evening  service  was  being  performed* 
They  ascends  the  gallery  stairs ;  and  see* 
ing  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  being  at 
church,  down  they  both  went,  with  loud' 
clattering  steps  and  a  bold  air,  into  the  verr 
centra]  seat  in  the  front  of  the  gallery,  whicn, 
happened  to  be  vacant.  Titmouse  paid  m 
most  exemplary  attention  to  what  was  ^ 
ing  on,  kneeling,  sitting,  and  standing  with 
exact  propriety,  in  the  proper  'places ;  join* 
ing  audibly  in  the  responses,  and  keeping, 
his  eyes  pretty  steadily  on  the  prayer-book, 
which  he  found  lying  there.  He  even  re- 
buked Huckaback  for  whispering  during* 
one  of  the  most  solemn  parts  of  the  service, 
that  ••there  was  a  pretty  gal  in  the  next 
pew!"— He  thought  that  the  cler^man 
was  an  uncommon  fine  preacher,  and  said 
some  things  that  he  must  have  meant  for 
him  rritmouse)  in  particular. 

••  Uurse  me,  Hucky !"« said  he  heaMly, 
as  soon  as  they  quitted  the  church,  and  were 
fairly  in  the  street— ••  Curse  me  if — if— ever 
I  felt  so  comfortable-like  in  my  mind  before,    « 
as  I  do  now — I'll  go  next  Sunday  again." 

••Lord,  Tit,  you  don't  really  mean^it'e 
deuced  dull." 

••  Hang  me  if  I  don't,  though  !  and  if  any 
thing  should  come  of  it — if  I  do  but  get  the 
estate.  I  wonder  now,  where  Mr.  Cammom 
goes  to  church— I  should  like  to  know  !— 
I'd  go  there  regularly.  But  it  1  do  get  the 
thing — you  see  if  I  aon't." 

••  Ah,  I  don't  know ;  it's  not  much  use 
praying  for  money, Tit;  I've  tried  it  myself, 
once  or  twice,  but  it  didn't  answer." 

••  I'll  take  my  oath  you  were  staring  at 
the  gals  all  the  while,  Hucky!" 

••  Ah,  TlU^  \"   WwcV7v\i^cV  V\^^  \m^ 
eye,  and  pul  \iift  ^^  o^  V\«  ^^vlcw^^  Vi  ^io* 
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Tmntivse  continued  in  what  he  doubtless 
linagine«l  to  be  a  devout  frame  of  mind,  for 
several  minutes  afler  quitting  the  church, at 
the  door  of  which  I  leu  him.  But  close  by 
the  aforesaid  church,  the  devil  had  a  thn- 
ring  little  establishment,  in  the  shape  of  a 
dgar  shop :  in  which  a  showily  dressed 
young  Jewess  sat  behind  the  pounter,  riffht 
underneath  a  glaring  gas-light-^with  a  thin 
stripe  of  greasy  black  velvet  across  her  fore- 
beadt  ana  long  ringlets  that  rested  on  her 
shoulders — bandying  slang,  with  two  or 
three  other  such  puppies  as  Titmouse  and 
Huckaback.  Our  friends  entered  and  pur- 
chased a  cigar  a  piece,  which  they  lit  on 
the  spot ;  and  after  each  of  them  had  ex- 
changed an  impudent  wink  with  the  Jewess, 
out  they  went,  puffing  away — all  the  remains 
of  their  piety !  When  they  had  come  to  the 
end  of  their  cigrars,  they  parted,  each  speed- 
in?  homeward.  Titmouse,  on  reaching  his 
lodgings,  sunk  into  profound  depression. 
He  felt  an  awful  conviction  that  his  visit  to 
^the  cigr:r-shop  had  entirely  spoiled  the  eflfect 


of  his  previous  attendance  at  the  church,  <  strate  that  it  need  not  have  been  held,  ex< 


and  that,  if  so  disposed,  he  might  now  sit 
and  whistle  for  his  ten  thousand  a  year. 
Thoughts  s^ch  as  these  drove  him  nearly 
distractexl.  If,  indeed,  he  had  foreseen 
haying  to  go  through  such  another  week  as 
the  one  just  over,  I  think  it  not  impossible 
that  before  the  arrival  of  th6  ensuing  Sun- 
day, Mr.  Titmouse  might  have  afforded  a 
little  employment  to  that  ancient  but  gloomy 
functfonary,  a  coroner,  and  his  jury.  At  that 
time,  however,  inquests  of  this  sort  were 
matter-of-fact  and  melancholy  affairs  enough; 
which  1  doubt  not  would  have  been  rather 
a  dia»wmoe  from  suicide,  in  the  estimation  of 
one  who  mi^ht  be  supposed  ambitious  of  the 
ec/o/ of  amooem  inquest;  where,  indeed,  such 
strange  antics  are  played  by  certain  new  per- 
formers as  would  suffice  to  revive  the  corpse, 
(if  it  were  a  corpse  that  had  ever  had  a  spark 
of  sense  or  spirit  in  it,)  and  make  it  Kick 
^e  coroner  out  of  the  room.  But  to  one  of 
so  hi<fh  an  ambition  as  Tittlebat  Titmouse, 
how  delightful  would  it  not  have  been,  to 
anticipate  becoming  (what  had  been  quite 
impracticable  during  life^  the  object  of  public 
attention  afler  his  death-^y  means  of  a 
iamia^  /iissertatipn  by  the  coroner  upon  his 


at  defiance,  and  pttblic  decency  plucked  I7 
the  beard,  and  the  torn  and  bleeding  beuti 
of  purviving  relatives  still  further  agouiiid 
by  zfi  exposure,  all  quivering  under  the  w 
cent  stroke,  to  the  gaping  vulgar !  Indeed, 
I  sometimes  think  that  Uie  object  of  certaii 
coroners  now-apdays  is  two-fold, — first,  pub- 
lic— to  disgust  people  with  suicide,  by  show- 
ing what  horrid  proceedings  will  take  plaoi 
over  their  carcasses;  and  secondly,  private 
— to  get  the  means  of  studying  anatomy  by 
post  ntortenu,  which  the  said  coroner  neyw 
could  procure  in  his  own  practice;  which 
enable  us  to  account  for  some  things  one 
has  lately  seen,  viz.:  that  if  a  man  come  ta 
his  death  by  means  of  a  wagon  crushiD| 
his  legs,  the  coroner  institutes  an  exact  ex- 
amination of  the  structure  of  the  iunt^  and 
heart,  I  take  it  to  be  now  getting  into  t 
rule— the  propriety  whereof,  some  people 
think,  cannot  DC  doubted — namely,  tha|Do- 
dies  ought  now  to  be  opened  only  to  proft 
that  they  ought  not  to  nave  been  opened; 
an  inquest  must  be  held,  in  order  to  aemos- 


cept  that  certain  fees  thereby  find  their  way 
into  the  pocket  of  the  aforesaid  corona^ 
which  would  otherwise  not  have  done  to, 
Tn  short,  such  a  coroner  as  I  have  in  my 
eye  may  be  compared  to  a  greal  ape  squall . 
ting  on  a  corpse,  furiously  chattering  and 
spitting  all  around  it;  and  I  am  glad  that  it 
hath  at  last  had  wit  enough  first  to  shut  At 
door  before  proceeding  to  its  horrid  tncks. 
Touching  tlie  moral  of  suicide,  it  is  ths 
way  which  some  have  of  cutting  the  Go^ 
dian  knot  of  the  difficulties  of  iSe;  which 
having  been  done,  possibly  the  very  fint 
thing  that  is  made  manifest  to  the  spirit, 
afler  taking  its  mad  leap  in  the  dark,  is— 
how  very  easily  the  said  knot  might  havt 
been  untied  ;  nay,  that  it  was  on  the  vtff 
point  of  being  untied,  if  the  impatient  spint 
had  stayed  only  a  moment  longer : — a  dis- 
mal discovery,  which  may  excite  ineffablf 
grief  at  the  folly  and  horror  of  the  crime  of 
which  such  spirit  has  been  guilty.  But  ah! 
it  is  too  late !  The  triumphant  fiend  has 
secured  his  victim.  I  said  that  it  was  not 
impossible  that  Mr.  Titmouse  might,  under 
the  circumstances  alluded  to,  have  done  ths 
deed  which  has  called  forth  the  above  vefy 


own  zeaf  and  spirit— -the  nature  and  extent  xnaXuraV  a.ti'^  ^xo^ovslt^^  \^«jc\\»tA%  huu  upoa 

of  his  risrhts,  powers,  and  duties; — ^when\tho  vjVoX^^Kxv&V-m^X^  pTcfeabUAQ\V^\.\«% 
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ta^QW  tedetf,  Yyy  ddprlTingr  it  of  in  calMtl- 
enod  and  invalnable  member;  (secondly,) 
inflict  ^reat  indi^iw  on  his  nrecions  body, 
of  which,  during  liw,  he  haa  always  taken 
the  most  aflfectionate  care,  by  secarinj[  for 
it  m  bnrial  in  a  crossnroad,  at  night  time, 

^wMi  a  stake  run  through  it,*  and  mofeov<er, 
jperiX  the  little  soul  that  had  Just  leaped  out 
of  it,  by  not  hsTing  any  bunal  senr^ce  said 
Ofor  his  aforesaid  lemains;  and  (lastly) 
loee  all  chance  of  enjoying  ten  thousand 
a  vear— at  least  upon  earth.  I  own  1  was 
& fittle  startled  (as  1  dare  say  was  the  reader) 
at  a  passage  of  mournful  sisnuificance,  in 
Mr.  Titmouse^s  last  letter  to  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Oommon^  and  Snap,  viz. :  **  How  full  of 
trouble  I  am,  tffen  thinking  ffdeaih^  which 
is  the  end  of  every  thing  p  but  on  carefully 
considering  the  context,  I  am  disposed  to 
think  that  the  whole  was  only  a  aevice  of 

I  Tkmouse's,  either  to  rouse  the  fears,  or 
simulate  the  feelings,  or  excite  the  hopes, 
of  the  three  arbiters  of  his  destiny  to  whom 

*    it  was  addressed.   Mr.  Gammon,  he  thought, 

'    midit  be  thereby  moved  to  pity ;  while  Mr. 

^  Quirk  would  prSbably  be  operated  upon  by 
fears,  lest  the  sad  continseney  pointed  at 

^  might  depriTe  the  house  of  one  who  would 
richly  repay  their  exertions ;  and  by  hopes 
of  indefinite  advantage,  if  they  eould  by 
afiy  means  prevent  its  happening.  I  have 
Qften  questioned  Titmouse  on  tn«  subject, 
JMit  he  would  only  wink  his  eye,  and  say 
he  **  knew  what  to  be  aC*  as  well  ao  any 
one!  That  these  gentlemen  really  did 
keenly  scrutinize,  and  carefullv  weigh  everj 
oxiiression  in  that  letter,  ridiculous  as  it 
was,  and  contemptible  as,  I  fear,  it  showed 
its  writer  to  be,  is  certain;  but  it  did  not 
occur  to  them  to  compare  with  it,  at  least, 
die  spirit  and  intention  of  their  own  answer 
to  it  Did  the  latter  document  contain  less 
conntnff  and  insincerity,  because  it  was 
oouched  in  somewhat  superior  phraseology  ? 
tliey  could  conceal  their  selfish  and  over- 
leachin?  designs,  while  poor  Titmouse 
exposed  all  his  little  mean-mindedness  and 
hypocrisy,  simply  because  he  had  not 
feamed  how  to  conceal  it  effectually.  *Twas 
indeed  a  battle  for  the  very  tratme  oibject,  but 
between  unequal  combatants.  Each  was 
tiyin^  to  take  the  other  in.  If  Messrs. 
Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap  despised  and 
toothed  the  man  to  whom  they  exhibited 
sooh  anxious  courtesy,  Titmouse  hated  and 
feared  those  whom  ms  interests  compelled 
him  for  a  while  to  conciliate.  Was  there, 
in  l^ct,  a  pin  to  choose  between  them — 


•  A  vcrr  iMinied  pvnoii'teUB  nw  lhattlito.nMideof 
ifMting  tbe  reioalns  of  a/«/#  rfc«%  ihonfh  prerail- 
Mif  at  the  time  when  the  evenie  ocentred  wnicll  are 


Mrnme  mprate^,  wee aooo  mfterwarde  U,  #.  o*  fhoJlli 
mfJulf,  JBO^  mboHehed  by  Act  of  PtiUiainL^ 


excopt,  porhapt,  that  Titn^nse  was  in  • 
manner,  excused  by  his  necessities  1  But^ 
in  the  meanwhile,  his  circumstances  'were 
becoming  utterly  desperate.  He  continued 
to  endure  great  suflfering  at  Mr.  Tagroff** 
during  the  day — ^the  constant  butt  of  mB 
ridicule  and  insult  of  his  amiable  compa* 
nions,  and  the  victim  of  his  employer's  vilo 
spirit  of  hatred  and  oppression.  His  spirit, 
(such  as  it  was>  in  short,  was  very  nearly 
broken.  Though  he  seiz*  d  every  opportu- 
nity that  offered  to  inquire  for  anothef 
situation,  he  was  unsuccessful !  for  all 
whom  he  applied  to  spoke  of  the  strict  eha^ 
racter  they  should  require,  "before  takinj| 
a  new  hand  into  their  establishment.'*  Hto 
occupation  at  niglits,  after  quitting  the  shop* 
was  twofold  only— either  to  call  upon  Huckar 
back,  (whose  sympathy,  however,  he  wao 
exhausting  rapidly,)  or  solace  his  feelingv 
by  walking  do>vn  to  Saffron  Hill,  and"  lin- 
gering about  the  closed  office  of  Messrs, 
Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap — there  was  a 
kind  of  gratification  even  in  that!  He  once 
or  twice  felt  flustered  even  on  catching 
a  glimpse  of  the  old  housekeeper  returning 
from  some  little  errand.  How  he  would 
have  rejoiced  to  get  into  her  good  graces, 
and  accompany  her  into  even  the  kitchen— 
when  he  would  be  in  the  premises,  and 
conversing  with  one  of  the  establishment  of 
those  who  he  believed  could,  with  a  stroko 
of  Aeir  pens,  turn  lliis  wild«^mes8  of  a  world 
into  a  paradise  for  him !  But  he  dared  not 
make  any  overtures  in  that  quarter,  for  fear 
of  tfieir  getting  to  the  notice  of  the  dreaded 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap. 

At  length,  no  more  than  three  or  fouf 
shillings  stood  between  him  and  utter 
destitution;  and  the  only  person  in  the 
world  whom  he  could  apply  to  for  even  the 
most  trivial  assistance,  was  Huckaback— 
whom,  however,  he  knew  to  be  scarcely  any 
better  off  than  himself;  and  whom,  moie^ 
over,  he  fell  to  be  treating  him  more  and  more 
coldly,  as  the  week  wore  on  without  his 
hearing  of  any  the  least  tidings  from  Saffron 
Hill.  Huckaback  evidently  felt  now  scarcely 
any  interest  or  pleasure  in  the  visits  of  his 
melancholy  friend,  and  was  plainly  disii^ 
clined  to  talk  about  his  affairs.  At  length 
he  quite  turned  up  his  nose  with  disgust,, 
whenever  Titmouse  took  out  the  well-worn 
note  of  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap, 
which  was  almost  dropping  to  pieces  with 
being  constantly  carried  about  in  his  pockety 
taken  in  and  out,  folded  and  unfolded  for 
the  purpose  of  conning  over  its  contents,  as 
if  there  might  yet  linger  m  it  some  hitherto 
undiscovered  source  of  consolation.  Poor 
Titmouse,  tXieiefoi^,  \ci^Ve\  ^N.  \\.  «^^  «^^sr^ 
such  occaaioTi  V\^  ^  «^i«t  ^xA  w^  '^ 
injereat  aa  v?ct -^V^^t  Sv  vtja  ^^fl««A  'ix  x>i 
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fivdnbaek  witk  &  liatf^^rted  tje^  md  m 
9old,  drawling,  yawning^  **Ya  a  as  I 
tee  1— dare— aayT^  Xa  hia  impieaaiona- 
of  Titmouse^a  bright  proapecta  were  thua 
being  rapidly  effaced,  nia  amarting  reooUeo- 
liona  of  the  drubbing  he  had  received  be- 
•ame  diatincter  and  more  frequent;  hia 
iselinga  of  reaentment  more  lively,  and  not 
the  leaa  ao,  beeauae  the  expreaaion  of  them^ 
kotd  been  atifled,  (while  he  had  considered 
the  atar.  of  Titmouse  to  be  in  the  ascendant,) 
till  the  time  for  aetdng  them  into  motion 
and  action  had  gone  by.  In  fact  the  pre- 
tence of  Titmouse,  suggesting  such  thoughts 
and  recollections,  be^me  intolerable  to 
Huckaback;  and  Titmouse's  perceptions 
(dull  as  they  ^laturally  were,  but  a  little 
quickened  by  recent  auffering)  gave  him 
■UNPe  and  more  distinct  notice  of  this  cir- 
eomstance,  at  the  precise  time  when  he 
meditated  applying  for  the  loan  of  a  few 
ahillioga.  Theaa  feelinga  made  him  aa 
hnmble  towards  Huckaback,  and  as  patient 
af  his- increasing  rudeneaa  and  ill-humour, 
aa  he  felt  abject  towarda  Meaara.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap ;  for,  unleaa  he  could 
succeed  in  wrinmng  aome  trifling  loan  from 
Huckaback,  (if  he  really  had  it  in  his  power 
to  advance  him  anjf  things)  he  could  not 
conjecture  what  waa  to  become  of  him.— - 
Various  faint  Jl>ut  unadroit  hintis  and  feelere 
of  his  had  been  thrown  away,  for  Huckap 
back  either  did  not,  or  could  not,  compre- 
hend them.  But  at  length  a  audden  and 
fimiful  pre8s\^e  compelled  him  to  speak  out. 
Gripe,  the  collector,  called  one  morning  for 
the  poor's  rates  due  from  Mrs.  Squallop, 
(Titmouse's  landlady,)  and  cleaned  her  out 
of  almost  every  penny  of  ready  money  which 
the  had  by  her.  This  threw  the  good  wo- 
man upon  her  resourees,  to  replenish  her 
empty  pocket— and  down  ahe  came  upon 
Titmouse-— or  rather,  op  she  went  to  bun ; 
for  his  heart  sunk  within  him  one  night  on 
his  return  from  the  shop,  having  only  just 
taken  off  his  hat  and  lit  his  candle,  as  he 
heard  the  fat  old  termagant'a  well-known 
heavy  atep  aacendinf  the  staira,  and  ap- 
proaching nearer  and  nearer  to  hia  door. — 
Her  loud  imperative  aingle  knock  vibrated 
through  his  heart,  and  he  was  ready  to  drop. 
^  "Oh,  Mre.  Squallop!  How  d'ye  do, 
Mn.  Squallop!*^  commenced  Titmouae, 
faintly,  when  he  had  opened  the  door. 
**  Won't  you  take  a  chair  i"  offering  to  the 
panting  dame  almost  the  only  chairhe  had. 
**  No— I  ain't  come  to  stay,  Mr.  Titmouae, 
because,  d'ye  see,  in  coorse  you've  got  a 
ponnd,  at  least,  ready  for  me,  as  you  pro- 
mited  long  agfo— and  never  more  welcome; 
Ihere's  old  Gripe  has  been  here  to-day,  and 
»Md  bia  bodiona  ratea— (drat  the  poor,  saj 
//  tbem  aa  eauH  wark,  ahoidd  starve  I— 


rattate  a  roBbery  H— IrathopwteradefvrWi 
cleaned  me  out  to-day ;  ao,  in  cooraa,  I  com 
uptoyMft.    Got  it  V' 

44 1 — ^l — I — ^pon  my  life,  Mrs.  SqnaUof^ 
I'm  uncommon  sorry—" 

"  Oh,  bother  your  sorrow,  Mr.  Titmonsil 
-^<mt  with  ihe  needful,  for  I  can't  atop  pa> 
lawringhere." 

*«  1-3  can't,  ao  help  me !**  g>^ 

Titmouse,  with  the  calmnesa  of  desperatioai 

44  You  can't !  And  marry,  sir,  why  nol, 
may  I  make  bold  to  aski"  inquired  Mn. 
Squallop,  after  a  moment's  pauae,  atriviai 
to  choke  down  her  lage. 

**  Pr'apa  you  can  get  blood  out  of  a  stone, 
Mre.  Squallop;  it's  what  I  can't,''  replied 
Titmouse,  striving  to  sprew  his  courage  wf 
to  the  sticking  place,  to  encounter  one  whs 
waa  plainly  l>ent  upon  mischief,  "fft 
got  two  ahillings— mere  they  are,"  threv- 
ing  them  on  the  table ;  '*  and  cnaa  me  if 
I've  another  rap  in  the  world ;  th«i 
ma'am !" 

«*  You're  a  liar,  then,  that'a  flat!"  «i- 
claimed  Mrs.  Squallop,  alapping  her  haai 
upon  the  table,  with  a  violence  that  madt 
the  candle  quiver  on  it,  and  almost  fall 
down*  **You  have  the  Ain^ranee,"  atid 
she,  commencing  the  addre^a  ahe  hadJbeM 
preparing  in  h^r  own  mind  ever  since  Ml 
Gripe  had  Quitted  her  house,  *^ta  stand 
there  and  tell  me  you've  got^nothinpr  in  Un 
world  but  them  two  thilHngsf  Heugh! 
Out  4fn  you,  you  oudacioua  fellow !— yoa 
jack-ardandy !  l^ou  tell  me  yoa  haven't 
got  more  than  them  two  abillinga,  and  yet 
tuma  out  ever^  Sunday  mominff  of  your  life 
like  a  lord,  with  your  pina,  and  your  ringSi 
and  your  chains,  and  your  fine  coat,  and 
your  glovea,  and  your  apure,  and  year  dan* 
dy  cane— ough!  you  whipper-8iia4>per! 
You're  a  cheat— you're  a  swindler,  jack-a- 
dandy !  You're  me  contempt  of  the  wfaoie 
court,  you  are,  you  jack-a-dandy !  You've 
got  all  my  rent  on  your  backhand  have  had 
eve^  Sunday  for  three  mon^a,  you  cheat  I 
— ^you  low  iellow! — ^yon  ungrateful  chap* 
You're  a-robbing  the  widow  and  fatherless! 
Look  at  me,  and  my  six  fatherleaa  childrea 
down  there,  you  good-for-nothing,  nasty, 
proud  puppy !— eugh !  it  makes  me  sick  to 
see  yon.  Fou  dress  yourself  out  like  my 
lord  mayor !  You've  bought  a  gold  chain 
with  my  rent,  you  laseally  cheat!  Yam 
dress  yourself  out  1— Ha,  ha!-^yoa're  a 
nasty,  mean-looking,  humpty-dump^,  car- 
roty-headed— ^" 

^  You'd  better  not  say  that  again,  Mrs. 
Squallop." 

**  Not  say  it  again ! — ha,  ha !    Hoighty- 
toighty,  carroty-haired  jack-a-dandyl-^why, 
you  Yko^p-<HBi3-^uic^\  ^1^  ^VB&,  V  ^cnA 
tvy  'w\»tey«t  \  ^wwa,  «tA  Va.  xK^.ts«%  ^ 
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iMiamt  You're  a  Titmoofle  by  mma  and 
1^  namre ;  there  ainU  a  eockroach  crawling 
down  stairs  that  ainU  more  respectable-Iike 
and  better  behaved  than  you.  You're  a 
kimpudent  cheat,  and  dandy,  and  a  knave, 
aad  a  liar,  and  a  red-haired  rascal — and  that 
in  jour  teeth !  Ough !  Your  name  stinks 
in  the  court.  You're  a-taking  of  every  body 
ma*  wiU  trust  yon  to  a  penny's  amount. 
There's  poor  old  Cox,  the  tailor,  with  a  sick 
wife  ana  children,  wiiom  vou've  cheated 
this  many  months,  all  of  his  not  having 
^irit  to  sanunon  you!  But  /'//  set  him 
vpon  you ;  you  see  if  I  don't— 4ind  I'll  have 
ay  own,  too,  or  I  wouldn't  give  thai  foe  the 
laws !"  shouted  Mm.  Squaliop,  at  the  same 
time  snapping  her  fingers  in  his  face,  and 
ihen  pausing  for  bre^, after  her  eloquent 
invective. 

^  Now  what  is  the  use,"  said  Titmouse 
gantly,  being  completely  oowed>— **now 
.  what  good  can  it  do  to  go  on  in  this  way. 
Mis.  i^uallop  1" 

M  Missus  me  no  Missus,  Mr.  lltmouse. 
Vat  pay  me  my  rent,  you  jack-a-dandy ! — 
YouSe  got  my  rent  on  vour  back,  and  on 
your  little  fin^re ;  and  I'll  have  it  off  before 
I've  done  with  you,  I  warrant  you.    I'm 

Jour  landlady,  and  I'll  sell  you  out;  I'll 
ave  old  Thumbscrew  here  the  iirat  thing 
in  the  morning,  and  distrain  every  thing, 
and  you,  too,  you  iackdaw,  if  any  one  would 
Vuy  you,  which  they  won't!  I'll  have  my 
rent  at  last ;  I've  been  too  easy  with  you, 
yon  ungrateful  chap ;  for,  mark,  even  Mr. 
CSripe  wis  morning  says,  *  haven't  you  a 
gentleman  lodger  up  above  1  get  him  to  pay 
JOQ  your  own,  says  he;  and  so  I  will.  I'm 
sick  of  all  this,  and  I'll  have  my  rights ! 
Here's  my  son,  Jem,  a  far  better-losing 
chap  than  you,  though  he  htunU  got  hair 
Uke  a  mop  all  under  his  chin,  and  he's 
obligated  to  work  from  one  week's  end  to 
anouer  in  a  paper  cap  and  fustian  jacket; 
and  you— you  painted  jackanaj>es!  But 
now  I  have  got  you  and  I'll  turn  you  inside 
out,  though  I  know  there's  nothing  in  you ! 
Bat  I'll  try  to  get  at  your  fine  coats,  and 
span  and  trowsers,  your  chains  and  pins, 
and  make  something  of  them  before  I've 
dono  with  you,  you  jack-a-dandy !"— and 
the  Tirego  shook  her  fist  at  him,  looking  as 
though  she  had  not  yet  uttered  even  naif 
t|iat  was  in  her  heart  towards  him. 

AJas!  alas!  unhappy  Titmouse,  much- 
anduring  son  of  sorrow!  I  perceive  that 
you  now  feel  the  sharnness  of  an  angry 
Miale  tongue;  and  indeed  to  me,  not  in 
the  Uaat  approving  of  the  many  coarse  and 
haartaplitting  expressions  which  she  uses, 
it  aeems  nevertheless,  that  she  is  not  very 
tv  off  the^giurk  in  much  that  aha  hath  said ; 
iiff  ia  initb  in  jour  conduct  then  i»  not  a 


little  that  t6  ma,  pitooualy  inclined  towards 
you  as  I  am,  yet  appeareth  obnoxious  to  tht 
edge  of  this  woman's  reproaches.  But 
thmk  not,  O  bewildered  and  nct-with-suf- 
ficient-distinctnes8-disoerning-the-nature-e£* 
things  Titmouse!  tliat  she  hatli  only  a  sharp 
and  bitter  tongue.  In  this  woman  behold  a 
mother,  and  it  may  be  that  she  will  sofkn 
before  you,  who  have  plainly,  as  I  hear, 
neither  fattier  nor  mother.     Oh  me ! 

Titmouse  trembled  violently;  his  lipa 
quivered,  and  the  long  prnt-up  tears  forced 
their  way  at  length  over  his  eyelids,  and  (ell 
fast  down  his  cheeks. 

"Ay,  you  may  well  cry!— you  Ihay! 
But  it's  too  late ! — ^it's  my  turn  to  cry  now ! 
Don't  you  think  {hat  I  feel  for  my  own  flesh 
and  blood,  that  is,  my  six  children  1  And 
isn't  what's  mine  theire?  And  aren't  you 
keeping  tlie  fatherless  out  of  their  ownt 
It's  too  bad  of  you — it  is !  and  you  know  it 
is,"  continued  Mre.  Squallop,  vehemently. 

"  Th4i/ve  got  a  mother  to  take— care  of 
them,"  Titmouse  sobbed ; "  but  there's  beea 
no  one  in  th»—tho— world  that  cares  a  straw 
for  tne— this  twenty — ^yeare!"  He  fairly 
wept  aloud. 

'*  Well,  then,  more's  the  pity  for  you.  If 
you  had,  they  wouldn't  have  let  you  make 
such  a  puppy  of  yourself — and  at  your  land- 
lady's exjienso,  too.  You  know  you're  a 
fool,"  said  Mrs.  Squallop,  dropping  hei 
voice  a  little ;  for  she  was  a  motner\  alWi 
all,  and  she  knew  that  what  poor  Titmouse 
had  just  stated  was  auite  true.  She  tried 
hard  to  keep  up  the  nre  of  her  wrath,  by 
forcing  into  her  thoughts  every  aggravating 
topic  against  Titmouse  that  she  could  thinx 
of;  but  it  became  every  moment  harder  and 
harder  to  do  so,  for  she  was  consciously 
softening  rapidly  towards  the  weeping  and 
miserable  object  on  whom  she  had  beei| 
heaping  such  violent  and  bitter  abuse.  He 
was  a  great  fool,  to  be  sure ;  he  was  very 
fond  of  fine  clothes— he  knew  no  better— ha 
had,  however,  paid  his  rent  well  enough, 
till  lately — he  was  a  very  quiet,  wdl  &• 
posed  lodger,  for  all  mHc  had  known— Aa 
nad  given  her  youngest  child  a  pear  not 
long  ago.  Really,  she  thought,  I  may  hava 
gone  a  HiiU  too  far. 

**Come — it  ain't  no  use  crying  in  thiit 
way.  It  won't  put  money  into  your  pocket, 
Bor  my  rent  into  mine.  You  know  you'va 
wronged  me,  and  I  must  be  paid,'*  die 
added  but  in  a  still  lower  tone.  She  tried 
to  cou^h  away  a  certain  rising  disagroeabla 
sensation  about  her  throat,  that  kept  in- 
creasing ;  for  Titmouse,  having  turned  bia 
back  to  hide  the  extent  of  his  emotioaa^ 
seemed  half  chokei  ^\t^  %M^^^«a»^  %i^«^ 

**So  you  v^otft  w^eedk  ^  ^^^— aDiX 
woxd— u>  \htt  wc^uian  ^w?^*  vi^soA 
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■Rieh  r*  inqniied  Mre.  SqoftlTop,  trfingr  to 
assume  a  harsher  tone,  but  her  eyes  were  a 
little  obstructed  with  tears. 

**  I — I— can't  speak,"  sobbed  TitmoDse ; 
•*I— I  feel  ready  to  drop— every  body  hates 
me.**  Here  he  paused ;  and  K)r  some  mo- 
ments neither  spoke.  **  I've  been  kept  on 
my  legs  the  whole  day  about  the  town  by 
MT»  lagrag,  and  had  no  dinner.  I>— I — 
wish  I  was  dead!  I  do! — ^you  may  take  all 
I  have— here  it  is"— continued  Titmouse, 
pushing  with  his  foot  towards«Mr8.  SauaU 
lop  the  old  hair  trunk  that  contained  all  his 
little  ^finery — **I  shanH  want  them  much 
longer— for  Fm  turned  out  of  my  situation.** 

This  was  too  much  for  Mrs.  Sqnallop, 
and  she  was  obliged  to  wipe  her  full  eyes 
with  the  comer  ofher  apron,  without  saying 
a  word.  Her  heart  smote  her  for  the  misery 
she  had  inflicted  on  one  who  seemed  quite 
broken  down.  Pity  suddenly  flew,  fluttering 
his  wings — soft  dove ! — ^into  her  heart,  and 
put  to  fligli.  in  an  instant  all  her  enraged 
melings.  **  Come,  Mr.  Titmouse,**  said 
she,  in  quite  an  altered  tone— ^*  never  mind 
mti  I*m  a  plain-spoken  woman  enough,  I 
dare  say — and  often  say  more  than  I  mean 
—for  I  know  I  ain*t  over  particular  when 
my  blood's  up — but — ^I — 1  wouldn't  hurt  a 
hair  of  your  head,  poor  chap! — ^for  all  I*ve 
said — no,  not  for  double  the  rent  yon  owe 
me.  Come !  don't  so  on  so,  Mr.  Titmouse 
— ^what's  the  use !  it's  all  quite— over — l*m 
»  sorry — Lud !  if  I'd  really  thought**— she 
almost  sobbed — "you'd  been  so— so— why, 
Td  have  waited  till  to-morrow  night  before 
rd  said  a  word.  But,  Mr.  Titmouse,  since 
jou  haven't  had  any  dinner,  won*t  you  have 
a  mouthful  of  something — a  bit  of  bread  and 
cheese  1—1*11  soon  fetch  you  up  a  bit,  and  a 
irop  of  beer — we've  just  had  it  in  for  our 
•upper.** 

•*  No,  thank  you — ^I  can't— I  cant  eat.** 

«0h,  bother  it,  but  you  shall  f  1*11  go 
down  and  fetch  it  up  in  half  a  minute,  as 
sure  as  my  name*s  Squallop  !**  And  out  of 
the  room,  and  down  stairs  she  bustled,  glad 
of  a  moment  to  recover  herself. 

**  Lord-a-mercy !"  said  she,  on  entering 
her  room,  to  her  eldest  daughter  and  a  neigh- 
bour who  had  just  come  in  to  supper — and 
wfaHe  she  hastily  4nit  a  thick  hunch  of  bread, 
and  a  good  slice  of  cheese— **  there  Pve 
been  a  rating  that  poor  chap,  up  at  the  top 
room  (ray  dandy  lodger,  you  know,)  like 
any  thing — and  I  really  don't  think  he's 
had  a  morsel  of  victuals  in  his  ikeU^^Jhis 
precious  day ;  and  I've  made  him  cry,  poor 
soul !  as  if  his  heart  would  bre^k.  Pour 
uvout  half  a  pint  of  that  beer,  Sally— «  p9od 
Aa/fplnt,  mind! — Vm  soins  to  take  it  up 


nasty  oM  Gripe— Pve  1>een  wrosg 
day  through  it!  How  I  hate  the  sight  sf 
old  Gripe  !«-What  odious-looking  peopli 
they  do  get  to  collect  the  rates  and  taxes^tt 
be  sure! — ^Poor  chap,"  she  continued,  ai 
she  wiped  out  a  plate  with  her  apron,  sal 
put  into  it  the  bread  and  cheese,  with  a 
knife-— ^  he  offered  me  a  chair  when  I  weal 
in,  so  uncommon  civil-like,  it  took  a  good 
while  before  I  could  get  myself  into  the  ho* 
mour  to  ffive  it  to  him  as  I  wanted.  AbI 
he's  no  father  nor  mother,  (half  of  whidi 
has  happened  to  you,  Sal,  and  the  rest  w3l 
happen  one  of  these  days,  you  know  !•)  ani 
he^s  not  such  a  very  had  lodger,  after  aA, 
though  he  does  get  a  little  behind-hand  now 
and  then,  and  though  he  turns  out  every 
Sunday  like  a  lord,  poor  fool— as  my  poei 
husband  used  to  say,  *  with  a  shining  bach 
and  empty  belly.*** 

^  But  that*s  no  reason  why  honest  peopli 
should  be  kept  out  of  their  own,  to  feed  mt 
pride,**  interposed  her  neighbour,  a  skinny 
old  widow,  who  had  never  had  chick  nor 
child,  and  was  always  behind-hand  witlk 
her  own  rent ;  but  whose  effects  were  not 
worth  distraining  upon.  ^I*d  get  hold  of 
some  of  his  fine  crinfcum-crankums  and  gUH 
cracks  for  security  like,  if  I  were  you.  I 
would,  indeed." 

"Why — ^no,  poor  soul— I  don't  hardljf 
like;  he*s  a  vam  creature,  and  puts  every 
thing  he  can  on  his  back,  to  be  sure;  but  hv 
ain't  ouite  a  rogue^  neither.** 

**  An,  ha,  Airs.  Squallop — ^you*re  such  a 
simple  soul!  Won't  my  fine  gentlema* 
make  off  with  his  finery  after  to-night!" 

**  Well,  I  shouldn't  have  thought  it !  Ts 
be  sure  he  may!  Really,  there  ean^t  bs 
much  harm  in  asking  him  (in  a  kind  way) 
to  deposit  one  of  his  fine  things  widi  mS| 
by  way  of  security — that  ring  of  his^  josp 
know,— eh?— Well,  I'll  try  it,"  said  Mia. 
Squallop,  as  she  set  off  up  stairs.   • 

**  I  know  what  /  should  do,  if  he  was  ■- 
lodger  of  mine,  that's  all,"  said  her  visiter, 
(as  Mrs.  Squallop  quitted  the  room,)  vexed 
to  find  their  supper  so  considerably  and  un- 
expectedly diminished,  especially  as  to  A# 
pot  of  porter,  which  she  strongly  suspected" 
would  not  be  repleiushed. 
.  "There,"  said  Mrs.  Sanallop,  setting 
down  on  the  table  what  she  nad  brought  ibr 
Titmouse,  **  there's  a  bit  of  supper  for  you ; 
and  you're  welcome  to  it,  I  m  sure,  Mr. 
Titmouse." 

**  Thank  you,  thank  you— I  can't  eat,** 
said  he,  casting,  however,  upon  the  victuaJv 
a  hungnry  eye,  which  belied  what  he  said« 
while  in  his  heart  he  longed  to  be  left  alons 
with  them  (or  aiif>ut  three  minutes. 


^itiur9  directly,    Pve  gone  a  deal  too  fail     ** Corae,  doiC\ V  ^j^wreftA.— #i\\o"«ntit% 
\MUi  hiia^  J  do  tfiiiik— but  it's  ull  of  AatV— i^f%foo4llVio^«io«»w^Ma^A?^  w^idMs 


TKK  TROtfSAUD  A  YffAtt. 


Ming  the  taUe  near  to  tfie  ^ge  of  the  bed, 
en  the  side  of  which  he  was  sitting,  and 
taking  ap  the  two  shillings  lying  on  the 
table— ** and  capital  beer  I  warrant  me: 
yoaMl  sleep  like  a  top  after  iL** 

**  Yoa*re  nneominon  kind,  Mrs.  Sqnaltop ; 
bat  I  shan't  get  a  wink  of  sleep  to-night, 
for  thinking/* 

^  Oh,  bother  your  thinking!  Let  me  see 
jr(Wi^l>egin  to  eat  a  bit.  Well,  t  suppose 
jouHopHltke  to  eat  and  drink  before  me, 
sei'ltih  gcr."  Here  arose  a  sudden  conflict 
fik  ftl^pM  woman^  mind,  whedier  or  not 
she  W^mld'iiet  on  the  suggestion  which  had 
beeki  put  kfo  her  head  do^^fti  Stairs.  She 
^^  on  ^d  ^oint  <)f  yielding  XA  the  impulse 
flflier  own  g6od-natured,thougb  coarse  feel- 
ing^ ;  but  at  liist "  I— I— )dare  say,  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse, you  mean  what's  right  and  stuaight- 
forward,**  she  stammered. 

^  Yes,  Mrs.  Sqnallop,  yon  nfiy  keep  those 
two  shillings ;  they're  the  last  farthing  I'to 
left  in  the  whole  world.**  . 

^  No^hem !  hem !— 4i  hemt '  I  was  Just 
suddenly  a  thinking — now  can'*t  you  guess, 
Mr.  Titmouse  V* 

«'What,  Mrs.  Sqaallop!**  inquired  Tit- 
mouse, meekly,  but  anxiouslT. 

"Why— suppose  now— if  it  were  only  to 
raise  ten  shillings  with  old  Balls,  round  the 
eomer,  on  one  of  those  fine  tfiings  of  yours— 
your  ring,  say.**  Titmouse's  heart  sunk 
within  him.  **  Well— well — ^nerer  mind — 
don't  fear,"  said  Mrs* Sqoallop,  obsenring 
him  suddenly  turn  pale  again.  *•  1—1  only 
dioughU-«but  never  mind!  it  don't  signify*^ 
good  night !  we  can  talk  about  that  to-mor- 
row— good  night — a  good  night's  rest  to 
Tou,  Mr.  Titmouse  !**  and  the  next  moment 
be  heard  her  heavy  step  descending  the 
stairs.  Several  minutes  had  elapsed  before 
be  could  recover  from  the  agitation  into 
which  he  had  been  thrown  by  ner  last  pro- 
posal ;  but  within  ten  minutes  of  her  quit- 
ting the  room,  there  stood-  before  him,  on 
the  table,  an  emptjf  plate  and  Jug. 

**  The  beast !  the  fat  old  toad  r'  thought  he, 
the  instant  that  he  had  finished  masticating 
what  had  been  supplied  to  him  by  read 
charier  and  good-nature,— "the  vulgar 
wretch ! — ^the  nasty  canting  old  hypocrite ! 
—I  ssw  what  she  was  driving  at  all  ths 
while! — She  had  her  eye  on  my  ring! — 
She'd  have  me  pawn  it  at  old  Balls'— -ha, 
ha!-  Catch  me!  that's  all!  Seven  shil- 
lings a  week  for  this  nasty  hole!— Ill  be 
bound  1  pay  pearly  half  the  rent  of  ttie 
Whole  liouse— the  old  cormorant !— out  of 
what  she  gets  from  me!  How  I  hate  her! 
More  than  half  my  salary  goes  into  her 
greasy  pocket !    Cfuss  me  if  IeoaMn*t  have 


wicked  a0/^down  wtii, 


Mmdawn  sfsii^-^KMrter,  braid  and  I 

<^i%2^-wftilt  sfe  WM  SlUMttBgl 


easting  (hers !  A  miv«ttiiig  did  beldaiiM  t 
Pawn  my  ring !  S— Lord  !  i**  Here  he  bih 
gan  to  undress.  "Ha I  I  m  up  to  h«r ; 
shell  be  coming  hero  to-morrow,  with  that 
devil,  Thumbscrewi  tb  distrain,  Fli  be 
sworn.  Well — ^I'li  take  care  of  ihmt^  wof 
how ;"  and,  kneeling  dovna,  and  unloeking 
his  trunk,  he  took  out  of  it  his  guard  chain, 
breastpin,  studs,  and  ring,  carefully  folded 
them  up  in  paper,  and  depositthg  them  in 
his  trousers*  podtet,  resolved  that  henoe- 
forth  their  nightly  resting^laee  should  bl- 
under his  pillow;  while  during  the  day 
they  should  aeeompany  his  peraon  whither- 
soever he  went  Next  he  bethought  him- 
self of  the  two  or  three  impertant  papsis 
to  which  Mr.  Gammon  had  referred;  and, 
with  tremulous  eagerness,  read  them  ov«r 
ones  or  twice,  but  without  being  able  to  ex- 
tract from  them  the  slighest  measdng. 
Then  he  folded  them  up  in  a  half-sheet  of 
writing  paper,  wl^ieh  he  proeeeded  to  stitiA 
earefuli  V  beneath  the  lining  of  his  waisioosft* 
after  which  he  blew  out  his  slim  candle, 
and  with  a  heavy  sigh  0ot  into  bed.  Per 
some  moments  sfter  he  had  blown  out  the 
candle,  did  the  image  of  it  regain  on  hfs 
aehing  and  exeited  retina;  and  Just  so  ioag 
did  the  thoughts  of  ten  thAiimA  a  ymr 
dwell  on  his  fancy,  fading,  however,  qoieklf 
away  amid  the  thickening  gloom  of  doobti, 
and  fears,  and  miseries  which  *  opnrcsssd 
him.  There  he  lies,  stietohed  on  his  bed, 
a  wretched  figure,  lying  on  his  breast,' his 
head  buried  beneath  his  feverish  arms. 
Anon,  he  turns  rowad  upon  his  btok« 
stretehes  his  weaty  limbs  to  their  utterniost» 
folds  his  arms  ott  Ws  bmst,  then  bniisi 
them  beneath  the  piiTow,  under  his  head. 
Now  he  turns  on  his  right  side,  then  on  his 
left— presently  he  starts  up,  and  widi  nsiit- 
lered  curses  shakes  his  little  pillow,  fKiy- 
ing  it  down  angrily.  He  eannet  alee£— £i 
cannot  rest--be  cannot  keep  sCilK  Bus^ 
ing  with  irritability,  he  geta  out  of  bed,  mid 
steps  to  the  window,  which  opening  wids^ 
a  slight  gush  of  frssh  air  oools  his  hsi  ftea 
for  a  momsnt  or  two.  His  wearied  sya 
looks  upwards  and  beholds  the  moott  sm- 
ning  overhead  in  cold  splendour,  tnnuag 
the  clouds  to  gold  as  they  fiit  past  hsr,  attl 
shedding  a  soitensd  lostrs  vpon  ^  tilsd 
roofs  and  irregular  diimney-pots— the  oqIt 
objects  visible  to  him.  No  soaiid  is  tmaifC 
but  occasionalW  the*dismal  ory  of  a  disap- 
pointed eat,  the  qoeralotis  voiee  sf  fkm 
watchman,  and  the  eeho  of  the  raadblinf 
hubbub  of  O^foid  Street.  O,  missraMs 
Titmouss!  of  what  avail  ia  it  for  thes  thas 
to  fix  thy  sorrowful  Isek-lustro  9f 

the  eold  miiMii  u£  vMaU 
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>«]0O  gatini^  ftt  itte  tame  glorioos  dbjeet^ 


but  at  some  two  hundied  miles  distance  are  settling  on  the  face  of  nature ;  the  tiaa- 


£rom  London,  a  somewhat  different  person, 
!  with  very  different  feeling^s,  and  in  Terr  dif- 
-f^remt  cijciiinstanees.    It  was  one  of  the 
••angels    of  the  earth — a  pure-hearted  and 
veiy  beautiful  young  woman ;  who,  alter  a 
.day  of  peaceml,  innocent,  a^  charitable 
(employment,  and  baring  just  quitted  the 
piano,    where   her   exauisite  strains  had 
soothed  and  deliffhted  uie  feelings  of  her 
brother,  harassed  with  political  anxieties, 
^bad  retired  to  her  chamber  for  the  night.  A 
few  moments  before  she  was  presented  to 
Ihe  reader,  she  bad  extinguished  her  taper, 
and  dismissed  her  maid  without  her  having 
^discharged  more  than  half  her  accustomed 
duties— telling  her  that  she  should  finish 
undressing  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  which 
then  poured  her  sou  radiance  into  every 
comer  of,  the  spadous  but  old-fashioned 
tohamber  m  which  she  sat.    Then  she  drew 
iier  chair  to  the  window'  recess,  and  push- 
.  ing  open  the  window  sat  before  it,  half  un- 
dressed as  she  was,  her  head  leaning  on 
her  hand,  gasing  upon  the  scenery  before 
her   with   tranquil    admiration.     Silence 
reigned  absolutely.    Not  a  sound  issued 
from  the  andlent  poTes,  which  spread  far 
^nd  wide  en  all  sides  of  the  fine  old  man- 
sion in  wliich  she  dwelt— 4BoIemn  solitudes, 
; nor  yet  less  soothing  than  solemn!    Was 
tiot  the  solitude  enbuaced  by  a'glimpse  she 
iCaugbt  of  a  restless  fi&wn,  glancing  in  the 
distance  across  the  avenue,  as  he  silently 
changed  the  tree  under  which  he  slept? 
Hien  the  sentle  breeze  would  enter  her 

•  window,  laden  with  sweet  scents  of  which 
hejiad  just  been  rifling  the  coy  flowers  be- 

rneath,  in  their  dewy  repose,  tended  and 
petted  during  the  day  by  ner  own  delicate 
Aand!    Beautiful  moon !— cold  and  chaste 

•  in  thy  skyey  palace,  studded  with  brilliant 
jmd  innumeraDle  gems,  and  shedding  down 
.  thy  rich  and  tender  radiance  upon  this  love- 
ly seolusioi>— was  there  upon  the  whole 
earth  a  more  exquisite  countenanoe  then 

f  tvimed  towards  thee  than  hers  ?    Wrap  thy 

white  robe,  dearest  Kate,  closer  round  thy 

>fiir  bosom,  lest  the  night  breeze  do  thee 

>  kurt  I    Thy  rich  treetes,  half  unctirled,  aie 

r  growing  damp— «o  it  is  time  that  thv  blue 

\  eyes  should  seek  repose.    Hie  thee,  Uien,  to 

yon  antique  eouch,  with  its  quaint  carvings 

tandsadndmpeiies.dimly  visible  in  the  dusky 

-i  shade,  invitine  thee  to  sleep :  and  having 

;  first  bent  in  cheerful  reverence  before  thy 

'  Maker— to  bed !— to  bed !— dear  Kate,  no- 

>■  thing  disturbing   thy  serene  thoughts,  or 

4«jigitatiae   that   oeautiful  bosom.    Hush! 

Aush  /Now  she  deeps. 


without  isdisappeering;  sadne^and  glodk 


quil  night  is  changing  h^  aspect;  clondi 
are  gathering,  winds  arc  moaning;  the 
moon  is  gone:  but  sleep  on,  sweet  Kate- 
sleep  on,  dreaming  ik>t  of  dark  days  before 
thee ! — Oh,  that  thou  couldst  sleep  on  till 

the  brightness  returned ! 

•  •  «  «  • 

After  having  stood  thus  leaning  agaiod  * 
the  window  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  Tit- 
mouse, heavily  ^hing,  returned  to  bed- 
but  there  he  tosseoT  about  in  wretched  rest- 
lessness till  nearly  four  o'clock  in  themora- 
ing.  If  he  now  and  then  sank  into  forsel- 
fumess  for  a  while,  it  was  only  to  be  lia- 
rassed  by  the  dreadful  image  of'^Mrs.  Squal* 
lop,  shouting  at  him,  tearing  his  hair,  coi^ 
fing  him,  flinging  a  pot  of  porter  in  his  face, 
opening  his  boxes,  tossing  his  clothes  about, 
taking  out  his  invaluable  ornaments;  bj 
Tagrag  kicking  him  out  of  the  shop ;  'iuid 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  daslh 
ing  past  liim  in  a  fine  carriage,  with  six 
horses,  and  paying  no  attention  to  him  as  be 
ran  shouting  and  breathless  after  them; 
Hnckaback  following,  kicking  and  pinching 
him  behind.  These  were  the  few  little  bits 
of  different^coloured  glass  in  a  mental  kalei- 
doscope, which,  turned  capriciously  foun^i 
produce  those  innumerable  fantastic  comhh 
nations  out  of  the  simple  and  ordinaly 
events  of  the  day,  which  we  call  dream^^ 
tricks  of  the  wild  sisters  Fancy,  when  so- 
ber Reason  has  left  her  seat  for  a  while.  Bot 
this  is  fitter  for  the  Royal  Society  than  the 
bedroom  of  Tittlebat  Titmouse ;  and  I  beg 
the  reader's  pardon. 

About  six  o'clock,  Titmouse  rose  and 
dressed  himself;  and  slipping  noiseTessly 
and  swiftly  down  stairs,  and  out  of  the 
^ourt,  in  order  to  avoid  all  possibility  of  en- 
countering his  landlady  or  his  tailor,  sood 
found  himself  in  Oxford  Street.  Not  many 
people  were  stirring  there.  One  or  two^roeo 
who  passed  him  were  smoking  their  moTa- 
ing's  pipe  with  a  half-awakened  air,  as  if 
they  had  only  just  got  out  of  a  snug  bed,  in 
which  they  sdwajFS  slept  every 'moment  that 
they  lay  upon  iU  •  Titmouse  almost  envied 
them !  What  a  soualLd  fi^re  he  looked,  ^ 
as  he  paced  up  and  down,  till  at  length  be  * 
saw  tne  porter  of  Afessrs.  Dowlas  &  Co. 
opening  the  shop  door.  He  soon  entered  it, 
and  commenced  another  joyous  day  in  that 
delightful  establishment.  The  amiable  Mr. 
Tagrag  continued  uiialtere<L 

'*  You're  at  liberty  to  take  yourself  off, 
sir,  this  very  davr^this  moment,  sir  v  an^  i 
good  riddance,''  said  he,  bitterly,  dmuff 
the  poune  of  the  day,  after  demanding  of 
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htm  ^haniibgr  easy  it  is  for^finti  like  700 
lo  eet  tnother  sitiwation,  sir  !  Yomr  looks 
and  mannsr  is  quite  a  recommendation,  sir ! 
If  I  was  you,  sir,  Td  raise  my  terms! 
Yoa*re  worth  double  what  I  gire,  sir!" 
TitrooQse  made  no  reply.  What  the  d — ^1 
do  you  mean,  sir,  by  not  answering  m&— 
eh,  sir  V*  suddenly  demanded  Tagrag  with 
a  look  of  Airy. 

^  I  don't  know  what  you'd  have  me  say, 
ilr.  What  am  I  to  say,  sirl"  inquired 
Titmouse  with  a  sigh. 

*<  VThat,  indeed !  I  should  like  to  catch 
yon !  Say,  indeed !  Only  say  a  word — 
and  out  you  go,  neck  and  crop.  Attend  to 
that  old  lady  coming  in,  sir.  And  mind, 
sir,  I've  got  my  eye  on  you !"  Titmouse 
did  as  he  was  bid ;  and  Tagrag,  a  bland 
smile  beaming  in  his  attractiTe  features, 
fanrried  down  towards  the  door,  to  receive 
some  lady-customers,  whom  he  observed 
alighting  fh>m  a  carriage ;  and  that  moment 
you  would  have  sworn  that  he  was  one  of 
the  kindest^hearted,  sweetest-tempered  men 
in  the  world. 

When  at  length  thi$  day  had  come  to  a 
close.  Titmouse,  instead  of  repairing  to  his 
lodgings,  set  off,  with  a  heavy  heart,  to 

Eay  a  visit  to  his  excellent  friend  Hucka- 
ack,  whom  he  knew  to  have  received  his 
quarter'^  salary  the  day  before,  and  from 
whom  he  faintly  hoped  to  succeed  in  extort- 
ing some  trifling  loan.  <<  If  you  want  to 
Uim  the  value  of  money,  try  to  borrow 
womt^^  says  poor  Richard — and  Titmouse 
was  now  going  to  learn  that  useiiil  but  bit^ 
ter  lesson.  Oh,  how  disheartening  was 
&at  gentleman's  reception  of  him !  Hucka- 
back, in  answering  the  *modest  knock  of 
Titmouse',  suspecting  who  was  his  visiter, 
coened  the  door  but  a  little  way,  and  in 
uat  little  way,' with  his  hand  on  the  latch, 
he  stood  with  a  plainly  repulsive  look. 

"Oh!  it's  you.  Titmouse,  is  it?'*  he 
commenced  coldly* 

"  Yes.  I — ^I  just  want  to  speak  a  word 
to  you— only  a  word  or  two,  Hucky,  if  you 
aren't  busy  i" 

' .  **  Why,  I  was  just  goinff  to'go— but  what 
d'ye  want.  Titmouse?" •he  inouired,  in  a 
freezing  manner,  not  stirring  trom  where 
he  stbcwi.     «  • 

**  Zc^.rae  come  inside  a  minute,"  implored 
Titmouse,  feelingr  as  if  his  heart  were  really 
dlropping  out  of  him ;  and,  in  a  most  ungra- 
cious ipanner,  Huckaback  motioned' htm  in. 

"Weill"  osmmeneed  Huckaback,  with 
t  chilling  distrustful  look. 

-"Why,  Hock,  I  know  you're  a  good- 
natured  chap— you  eoiudnU  Just  for  a  short 
'lime  lend  me  ten  shill ^"         '■*   , 

^^o,  jW  bbiiged  ii*  /  can;  and  tha^s 


flitf '  briskly  intempted  Huckaback, 

ing  his  worst  suspicions  confirmed. 

"  Why,  Hnckv,  wasn't  you  only  yester- 
day naid  your  salary  t" 

^^Well! — suppose  I  was! — what  then  I 
You're  a  monstrous  cool  hand,  Titmouse  !— 
I  never !  So  I'm  to  lend  to  you,  when  I'm 
starving  myself!  I've  received  such  a  lot, 
haven't  I  r 

**I  thought  we'd  always  been  friends, 
Hucky,"  said  Titmouse,  faintly ;  «<and  so 
we  shouldn't  mind  helping  one  another  a 
bit !  Don't  you  rememoer,  I  lent  you  half- 
a-crownt" 

**  Half-a-crown !— -and  that's  nine  monte 


p» 


ago 

"Do,  Hucky,  do!  I've  posi^vely  not  a 
sixpence  in  the  whole  world." 

"Ha,  ha!  a  pretty  chap  to  borrow!  yo» 
can  pay  so  weU !  By  George,  Titmouse, 
you're  a  cool  hand«" 

"  If  you  won't  lend  me,  1  must  starve."  * 

"  Go  to  my  ime/s't."  Titmouse  groaned' 
aloud.— "  Wiril,  and  why  nott  What  of 
thatt"  continued  Huckaback,  sharply  and 
bitterly.  "  I  dare  say  it  wouldn't  l>e  tii* 
first  time  you've  done  such  a  trick,  no  more 
than  me.  I've  been  obli^ted  to  do  it. 
Why  shouldn't  you!  Ain't  there  thAt 
ringt" 

"Oh,  Lord!  oh.  Lord!  that's  just  what 
Mrs.  Squallop  said  last  night." 

"Whew!  i&c'a  down  on  you,  is  she? 
And  you've  the  face  to  come  to  me !  Foi»— • 
that's  a-going  to  be  sold  up,  come  to  borrow ! 
Lord,  that's  good,  any  how !  A  queer  use 
that  to  make  of  one's  friends ;— it's  a  taking 
of  them  in,  I  say !" 

"Oh,  Hnck,  Hnck,  if  you  only  luiew 
what  a  poor  devil"—— 

"  Yes,  that's  what  I  was  a-saying ;  but 
it  ain't  poor  devils  one  lends  money  to  so 
easily,  1  warrant  me;  &ough  you  atn'< 
such  a  poor  devil— -you're  only  shamming! 
Where's  your  guard-chain,  your  studs,  yoor 
breast-pin,  your  ring,  and  all  that.  Sdl 
'em !  if  not,  any  how,  fkiwn  'em.  Can't 
eat  your  cake  and  have  it;  fine  back  nrasl 
have  empty  belly  with  us  sort  of  chaps.** 

"  If  you'll  only  be  so  kind  as  to  lend  mm 
ten  shillingB,"  continued  Titmouse,  in  an 
imploring  tone,  "Fll  bind  myself  by  a 
solemn  oath  to  pay  you  the  very  first  mo- 
ment I  get  what  IS  due  to  me  from  Dowlas 
&  Co."  Here  he  was  almost  choked  by 
the  sudden  recollection  that  he  had  almost 
certainly  nothing  to  reoetve. 

"  You've  some  property  in  tiie  moon,  loo, 
that's  coming  to  you,  yon  know!"  said 
Huekabaek,  witii  an  insiutinj^  snoec. 

"I  know  "wYiiX  -^wj?!^  \tvV\xi%  ^x?**  «a^ 
poor  Titmo^Mie^VMtQidcakut^^ft^^^ 
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It  tny  tMnt  JtinOi  mm  ooma  up  frtn 
MessTf  Quirk,  Gam ^^ 

•«  Yoogh !  faugh !  pbh !  ataffl^  burtft  eot 
Huckaback,  in  a  toiie  of  contempt  and  di»- 
^uat;  ^  never  fhoof^t  there  waa  any  thing 
u  it,  and  now  know  it !  It'a  all  in  my  eye, 
and  all  ^at !" 

«  Oh,  Httckr,  Hucky !  Yoo  donH  aay 
•o  !**  groaned  Titmouae,  bursting  Into  teais; 
^you  didn*t  o/ioayt  say  so.** 

*«  It*8  enough  that  I  sar  it  n&m  then ;  will 
that  do!*'  interrupted  Huckaback,  impetn- 
omly. 

*«  Oh,  Lord,  Lord !  what  is  to  become  of 
mel**  cried  Titmouae,  with  a  face  full  of 
anffuish. 

At  this  moment,  the  Ibllowinff  wife  tiie 
course  of  thousht  passing  through  the  mind 
cf  Mr.  Huckaback :— It  is  not  etriain  that 
liethtng  will  come  of  the  fellow's  affair  with 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap.  It 
wts  hardljr  likely  they  would  hsTC  gone  as 
fe.'ss  Titmouse  represented  (lawyem  as 
Aney  were)  unless  they  had  seen  Tory  sub- 
itaatial  grounds  for  doii^  so.  Besides, 
•fen  though  Titmouse  might  not  get  ten 
thousand  a  year,  he  mi^t  yet  succeed  in 
obtaining  a  very  splendid  sum  of  money; 
and  if  he  (Huckaback) could  but  get  a  little 
slice  out  of  it !  Titmouse  was  now  nearly 
desperate,  and  would  pnnaaise  any  Uiing; 
and  if  he  could  but  be  wheedled  into  giving 
tny  thinff  in  writing-— Well,  thought  mdtar 
back,  Vu  try  it,  howcTer! 

**  Ah,  Titmouse,  you're  ciril  enourii  fioto, 
and  would  promise  any  thing,"  said  nueka* 
back,  appearing  to  hesitate ;  ^  but  when  you 
get  your  money  you'd  forRet.*' 

^Forget  my  promise !  dear  Hueky !  only 
fay  me---do  try  me  but  once,  jthat*s  all ! 
Inn  shillings  is  worth  more  to  me  now  than 
a  hunSltiSd  pounds  may  be  by  and  by.** 

^  Ay,  so  you  say  note ;  but  d* ve  mean  to 
tril  m«»  that  if  I  was  now  to  adTance  you 
ton  shillines  out  of  my  poor  little  sakry,** 
continued  Huckaback  apparently  cardessly, 
**you*d,  for  instdnce,  pay  me  a  hundred 
pounds  out  of  your  thousands  V* 

**Only  try  me— do  try  ueP  said  Tit> 
aeuse  eagerly. 

**  Oh,  I  dare  not  say,**  interrupted  Hacka- 
bask,  smiling  incredulously,  and  chinking 
some  money  in  his  trowsers*  pocket  llt- 
moose  heard  it,  and  (as  the  pHrase  is) 
his  teeth  watered;  and  he  immediately 
awore  such  a  tremendous  oatkms  I  dare  not 
set  down  in  writing,  that  if  Huckaback 
wotald  that  erening  md  him  ten  sAiillinga, 
Titmouse  would  give  him-  oae  hundred 
£ennA»  out  of  the  vmy  ftiit  nousys  ha  got 
moi  theegtaM, 


mylitde  salMMtell  htfve,bv  Cmmi. 
to  go  ¥rithoiff\r  many  ihings  I'd  inteMM 
getting;  iCi  worth  ten  paunda  lo  ma  jiMi 
now.'* 

M  Why, 'tisworthahundred  tome/  Mis. 
Squallop  will  sell  me  out,  bag  and  bafgafl% 
iff  don't  gife  her  eomethinff  tonnorrow.'' 

«« Well,  if  I  itelly  thought*— would  yoa 
mind  givinff  me,  now,  a  bit  of  black  Mai 
white  for  itl" 

*«  ril  do  any  thing  you  tike;  only  let  m 
feel  the* ten  shillings  in  my  fingers.'* 

**Well,  no  soouer  said  than  done,  if 
you're  a  man  of  your  word,"  said  Hu^^ 
back,  in  a  trice  producing  a  bit  of  papftf 
and  a  pen  and  ink.  «*  So,  only  just  for  the 
fun  of  it !  bilt'Lord !  what  stuff !— I'm  only 
bargaining  for  a  hundred  pounds  of  mooB> 
shine.  Ha,  ha !  I  shall  neTcr  see  the  colow 
of  your  money,  not  I;  so  I  may  as  wall  saj 
two  limdred  wliea  I'm  about  it,  as  one 
hundred—'* 

««Why,  hem!  Two  hundred.  Hack,  ti 
rather  a  hurga  figure;  one  hnndred*a*oM 
enough,  I'm  sure." 

f«  P'nps,  Tit,  yob  fotget  the  licking  yua 
gaye  me  the  other  day.  Suppose  I  was  » 
go  to  an  attorney,  and  get  the  law  of  yea, 
what  a  siffht  of  damages  I  should  liaya— 
three  hunured  pounds  at  least.** 

Titmouse  appeared  even  yet 


^  Well,  then !"  said  Huckaback,  flingMff 
down  lits  pen,  **  supoose  I  haye  them  yeC** 

*^  Come,  come,  H ucky, 'tis  aU  pastani 
gone,  all  that." 

•«Is  itl  Well,  I  neyer!  IshaU  naviar 
be  again  the  same  man  I  waa  before  thai 
licking.  I'tc  a  sort  of  a — a — of  a^— feeHag 
inside,  as  if  my  breast  was — 1  shall  cany 
it  to  my  gmTC, if  I  sha'nt!'* 

It  neyer  once  occurred  to  Titmeuae,  net 
haTing  iiis  friend  Mr.  Gammon  at  his  elbow, 
that  the  plaintiff  in  the  action  of  Huehahmk 
V.  THtmouee  might  haye  been  slightly  at  a 
loss  for  a  witne»o{  the  as^ult;  but  a«DM> 
tiling  qiute  as  good  in  its  way— a  heaysfr> 
sent  suggestion    did  occur  to  him. 

M  Ahr  "ud  Titmouse  suddenly,  •«  thai*S 
tree;  and  uncommon  sorry  am  I ;  but  still, 
a  hundred  pounds  is  a  hundred  pounds,  add 
a  lam  sum  for  tiie  use  of  ten  ekillinga  anl 
a  licking;  but  ncTcr  you  think  it's  all  01008" 
shine  alK>iltmy  business  with  Measre.  Qiwfc, 
Gammon,  andf  Snap!  You  should  only  haw 
heard  what  Pve  neard  to-day  from  them. 
genta;  but  I  won't  split  again  either." 

««EhT  Whatt  Heard  frqm  thoae  MM 
at  Saffron  Hill!"  interrupted  HuckiShack 
briskly;  •*eoeM^  Titty,  out  with  it— 4igt 
with  it;  no  secrets  between  friends, Tlt^.** 

^'No.VUhe- if  Ido--I  won*ti^ 


TanebiUiagB  iia8iBffuigiifeeoal«(\lt  Aali^\  «bA  iioa^w^ 


-  # 
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moeh,  wliieh  I  didnU  mean  to  do^  FlI  tell 
jott  someihinsr  else— 'i?!!  ehillings  is  no  use 
Id  mp,  I  most  have  a  pound.** 

** Titty,  Titty!"  exclaimed  Huckaback 
Witli  unaflected  concern. 

^  And  wonH  g^ve  more  than  fi(W  for  it 
when  1  ^t  my  property  either,"— Hucka- 
back whistled  aloud,  and  with  a  significant 
air-bnttoned  up  the  pocket  which  contained 
the  money ;  intimating  that  now  the  nego- 
tiation was  all  at  an  end,  for  that  Titmou8e*B 
new  terms  were  quite  out  of  the  question  ;— 
**  lor  I  know  where  I  can  get  twenty  pounds 
Msilv,  only  I  liked  to  come  to  ^friend 
Irst.'' 

*'  You  aren*t  behaving' much  like  a  friend 
to  on^  as  has  alwajrs  been  a  fast  friend  of 
yours,  Titty !  A  pound ! — I  havenH  got  il 
to  part  with,  that's  flat;  so,  if  that's  yotir 


yot^i 
ll^re,  why,  you  must  even  go  to  your  other 
Ihenil,  and  leave  poor  Hucky." 

**Wen,  1  don't  mind  saying  only  ten 
•hillings,"  (^noth  Titmouse,  fearing  that  he 
had  been  going  on  rather  too  fast. 

**Ah,  that's  something  reasonable-like. 
Titty !  and,  to  meet  you  like  a  friend,  I'll 
take  fifty  pounds  instead  of  a  hundred ;  but 
you  won't  object  now  to— yon  know — a  do- 
lostte;  that  ring  of  yours.  Well,  well  fit 
don't  signify,  since  it  goes  against  you :  so 
nqw,  herd  goes,  a  bit  of  paper  for  ten  shil- 
lingH,  ha,  ha !"  and  taking  a  pen,  after  a 
pause,  in  which  he  called  to  mind  as  much 
of  the  phraseology  of  money  securities  as 
ke  couldf  he  drew  up  the  following  stringent 
document : 

^  Know  all  Men  that  yon  are  bound  to 
Mr.  R.  Huckaback  Promising  the  bearer  on 
Demand  to  Pay  Fifty  Pounds  in  ca^  out  of 
the  Kstate,  if  you  Get  it. 

"  (Witness,)  93d  July,  183^ 
*'R.  Huckaback." 


"There,  Titty — ^if  you're  an  honest  man, 
tnd  would  do  as  you  would  be  done  by," 
laid  Huckaback,  aflcr  signing  his  own 
Mme  as  above,  handing  the  pen  to  Tit- 
ttous^,  ^  sign  that ;  just  to  show  your  ho- 
■our,  like— for,  in  courae,  I  sha'n't  ever  come 
•n  you  for  the  money — get  as  much  as  you 
laay." 

A  blessed  thought  occurred  to  poor  Tit- 
mouse in  his  extremity,  viz.:  that  there  was 
no  ttamp  on  the  above  instrument,  (and  he 
had  never  seen  a  promissory  note  or  bill  of 
flxchange  without  one;)  and  he  signed  it 
instantly,  with  many  fervent  expressions  of 
gratitnde.  Huckaback  received  the  valuable 
■eeurity  with  apparently  a  careless  air; 
md  aAer  cmmnuB^  it  into  his  pocket,  as  if 
H  had  beea  in  resuity  onlj  a  bit  of  waste 


eager  band  of  Titmouse:  who,  having  tfaa» 
most  unexpectedly  succeeded  in  his  mission, 
soon  afterwards  departed— each  of  thesa 
pair  of  worthies  fancying  that  he  had  sue^ 
ceeded  in  cheating  the  other.  Huckaback 
having  very  cordially  shaken  Titmouse  by 
the  hand,  heartily  damned  him  upon  shut- 
ting the  door  on  him ;  and  then  anxiously 
perused  and  re-perused  his  **securiu,** 
wondering  whetlier  it  was  possible  for  Tit 
mouse  at  any  time  thereafler  to  evade  h, 
and  Considering  by  what  means  he  could 
acquaint  himself  with  the  progress  of  TiV> 
mouse's  affairs.  The  latter  gentleman,  as 
he  hurried  homeward,  dwelt  for  a  long 
while  upon  only  one  thonght— how  forto* 
nate  was  the  omission  of  his  friend  to  hay# 
a  stamp  upon  his  security!  When  aod 
where,  tbooght  he,  was  it  that  ho  had  heard 
nothing  'would  do  without  a  stamp  1  How« 
ever,  he  had  got  the  ten  shillings  safe ;  and 
Huckaback  might  wait  for  his  fi%  pounds 
till-r-But  in  the  meanwhile  he,  Titraoussy 
seemed  to  stand  a  fair  chance  of  going  to 
the  dogs :  the  ten  shillinas«  which  he  had 
obtained  with  so  much  difficulty,  were  to 
find  their  way  immediately  into  Uie  pockets 
of  his  landlady,  whom  it  might  pacify  but 
for  a  day  or  two,  and  what  quarter  was  he 
now  to  look  to  fbr  the  smallest  assistahoel 
What  was  to  become  of  him  1  Titmoose 
was  a  miserable  fool ;  but  thoughts  such  as 
these,  in  such  circumstances  as  his,  would 
fbrce  themselves  into  the  mind  of  even  a 
fool!  How  could  he  avoid'  -oh,  horrid 
thought  !«-6oon  parting  with,  or  at  least 
pawning,  his  ring  and  other  precious 
trinkets  1  He  burst  into  a  perspiration  at 
the  mere  thought  of  seeing  them  hanging 
ticketed  for  sale  in  the  window  of  old  Balls : 
As  he  slowly  ascended  tl^e  stairs  which  led 
to  his  apartment,  he  felt  as  if  he  were  fol- 
lowing some  unseen  conductor  to  a  dungeon. 
He  was  not  aware  that  all  this  Dihile, 
although  he  heard  nothing  from  th^m,  lis 
occupied  almost  exclusivdy  the  thoughts 
of  those  distinguished  practitioners  in  ths 
law,  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap 
They,  in  common  with  Huckaback,. had  an 
intense  desire  to  share  in  his  anticipated 
good  fortune,  and  determined  to  do  so  ac- 
cording to  tlieir  opportunities.  The  excellent 
Huckaback  (a  model  of  a  usurer  on  a  small 
scale)  promptly  and  adroitly  seized  hold  of 
the  very  first  opportunity  that  presented 
itself,  for  securing  a  little  return  hereafter 
for  the  ten  shillings,  with  which  he  had  so 
generously  parted  when  he  could  so  ill  af- 
ford it;  while  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and 


Snap  were  t^cIlvci^  Ik^ax  \«liTl»^^TA.^V«o^ 
tiniA  to  tume^  ikM»a  cil  >L«k«c&«  VLtse^n^s^tsx 

_ 1  and  FT«Liv\Lp\odLO^»xo  ^>»j»^«  ^^s««  \s«fi«^ 

^per,  eoanted  out  ten  shjliifigs  inlo  thelOMeikt  «lioiM(  sMi\»i;i'  q^Is^Va ^soX*^^*^ 
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•liee  for  themseWes  out  of  the  fortone  th^ 
were  endeayooring,  for  that  purpose,  to  put 
within  the  reach  of  Mr.  Titmouse.  A  rule 
of  three  mode  of  stating  the  matter  would 
be  thus :'  as  the  inconvenienoe  of  Hucka- 
back's parting  with  his  ten  shillings  and 
'  his  waiver  of  damages  for  a  very  cruel 
assault,  were  to  his  contingent  gain,  here- 
after, of  fifty  pounds:  so  were  Messrs. 
Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap's  risk,  exer- 
tions, outlay,  and  benefit  conferred  on  Tit- 
mouse, to  their  contingent  gain  of  ten  thou- 
sand pounds.  The  principal  point  of  dif- 
ference between  them  was — as  to  the  mode 
of  ieeuring  their  future  recompense;  in 
which  it  may  have  been  observed  by  the 
ptttentive  reader,  with  respect  to  the  pre- 
cipitancy* of  Huckaback,  and  hesitating 
oaution  of  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and 
Snap,  that—**  thu$  foolt  {e,  e.  Huckaback) 
ruaned  in  where  angeU  (i.  e.  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Sm.^) feared  to  tread"  Let 
me  not,  however,  for  a  moment,  insinuate 
that  both  these  parties  were  actuated  by 
•  only  V one  motive,  i.  e,  to  make  a  prey  of 
^  mis  little  monkey  miUUmaire.  It  is  true 
that  Huckaback  appears  to  have  driven 
rather  a  hard  bargain  with  his  distressed 
friend,  (and  almost  every  one  that,  being 
similarly  situated,  has  occasion  for  such 
services  as  Titmouse  sought  from  Hucka- 
back, will  find  himself  called  upon  to  pay 
nearly  the  same  price  for  them;)  but  it  was 
attended  with  one  good  effect;  for  the  spe- 
cific interest  in  Titmouse's  future  prosperity, 
acquired  by  Huckaback,  quickened  his  en- 
emes  and  sharpened  his  wits  in  th^  service 
of^his  friend.  But  for  this,  indet-d,  it  is 
probable  that  Mr.  Huckaback's  door  would 
have  been  as  hopelessly  closed  agaiiiSt  Mr. 
Titmouse  as  was  that  of  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap.  Some  two  or  three 
nights  after  the  little  transaction  between 
the  two  friends  which  I  have  been  descri- 
bing. Huckaback  called  upon  Titmouse, 
and  after  greeting  him  rather  cordially,  told 
him  that  he  had  come  to  put  him  up  to  a 
trick  upon  the  Saffron  Hill  people,  that 
would  tickle  them  into  a  little  activity  in 
his  affairs.  The  trick  was— the  sending  a 
letter  to  those  gentlemen  calculated  to — ^but 
why  attempt  to  characterize  iti  I  have  the 
original  document  lying  before  me,  which 
was  sent  by  Titmouse  the  very  next  morn- 
ing to  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap, 
and  here  follows  a  verbatim  copy  of  it : 

**  No.  9  aoiet  Oonrt,  Oxfbrd  Street. 

««To  Messrs.  Quirk  &  Co. 
'*  Gents. — Am   Sony  to  Trouble  You, 
^ai  Being  Drove  gtiiU  detperaU  at  my 
TtoublcB  (which  hare  brot  me  to  my  Last 
rmnaytL  Week  ago)  and  Mis.  SquaUop  m^ 


Landlady  wd  distrain  on  Me  only  tliat  tfiera 
is  nothing  To  distrain  on.  Am  Determined 
to  Go  Abroad  in  a  Week's  Time,  and  shall 
Never  come  Any  More  back  again  witb 
Great  Grief  wh  is  What  I  now  Write  Ts 
tell  You  Of  (Hoping  you  Will  pleaae  Take 
No  notice  of  it)  So  Need  give  Yourselvw 
No  Further  Concern  with  my  Concerns 
Seeing  The  Estate  is  Not  To  Be  H^d  and 
Am  Sorry  You  Shd  Have  Had  so  Muca 
trouble  With  My  Affairs  wh  cd  not  Help. 
Shd  have  Much  liked  The  Thing,  only  it 
Was  Not  Worth  Stopping  Former  Would, 
but  Since  it  Was  not  God's  Will  be  Done 
which  it  will.  Havg  raised  a  Trifle  On  raj 
Future  Prospects  (wh  am  Certain  There  is 
Notliing  In)  from  a  True  iVt^fui"— Need 
it  be  guessed  at  whose  instance  these  words 
found  their  way  into  the  letter? — '^  wh  was 
certainly  uncommon  inconvenient  to  That 
Person  But  He  wd  do  Anything  to  Do  ms 

food  as  he  says  Am  going  to  raise  A  Little 
lore  from  a  Gent  That  does  Things  of  That 
Nature  wh  will  help  me  with  fixpense  ia 
Going  Abroad  (which  place  I  never  mean 
to  Return  from).  Have  fixed  for  the  lOdi 
To  Go  on  wh  Day  Shall  Take  leave  of  A|r. 
Tagrag  (who  on  my  Return  Shall  be  g{ad 
to  See  Buried  or  in  the  Workhouse).  HaTS 
wrote  This  letter  Only  to  Save  trouble  wk 
Trust  You  wd  not  have  taken. 
^*And  Remain, 

**  Gents, 
*'  Yr  humble  Unworthy  Servt. 
"T.  Titmouse." 
"  P.  S. — Hope  you  will  particularly  R^ 
member  me  to  Mr.  Gammon.  What  is  to 
become  of  me,  know  nothing,  being  so  trou- 
bled. Am  Humbly  determined  not  to  em- 
ploy any  Gents  in  This  matter  except  yoor 
most  Respectable  House,  and  shd  be  most 
Truly  sorrv  to  Go  Abroad  wh  am  really 
Often  thinking  of  in  Earnest.  (Unless 
something  Speedily  Turns  Up,  favourable,) 
T.  T.  —Shd  like  (By  the  way)  to  know  if 
you  shd  be  so  disposed  what  yr  respe  house 
wd  take  for  my  Chances  Down  {Out  end 
out)  In  a  Round  Sum  (^Ready  Money)  And 
hope  if  they  Write  it  will  be  Dy  Next  Post 
or  shall  be  gone  Abroad." 

Old  Quirk,  as  soon, as  he  had  finished 
the  perusal  of  this  skilful  document,  started, 
a  little  disturbed,  from  his  seat,  and  bustlej 
into  Mr.  Gammon's  room,  with  Mr.  Tit^ 
mouse's  open  letter  in  his  hand. — **  Gam* 
mon,"  said  he,  ^^just  cast  your  eyes  over 
this,  will  youl  Really,  we  must  look  aiW 
Titmouse,  or  he'll  be  gone !"  Mr.  Gammon 
took  the  letter  rather  eagerly,  read  delibe- 
lateV^  thtoxi^  VV)  ^xw^  ^^ii\i^>bj^  >^^  at  his 
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*•  Well,  Gamm(»,  I  really  tfunk—  eh  t 
toon'tyott?" 

**  Upon  my  word,  Mr.  Quirk,  this  nearly 
equaU  his  former  letter ;  and  it  also  seems 
to  have  produced  on  you  the  desired  ef- 
fect." 

**  Well,  Gammon,  and  what  of  that  1  Be- 
cause my  heart  don*t  happen  to  be  ijuiU  a* 
piece  of  flint,  you're  always—" 

**  You  might  have  been  a  far  wealthier 
man  than  you  are,  but  for  that  soft  Heart  of 
yours,  Mr.  Quirk,^'  said  Gammon,  with  a 
bland  smile. 

•*  I  know  I  might.  Gammon — ^l  know  it. 
I  thank  my  God  I'm  not  so  keen  after  bu- 
siness^at  I  can't  feel  for  this  poor  soul — 
really,  his  staters  quite  deplorable!" 

*'  Then,  my  dear  sir,  put  your  hand  into 
Tour  pocket  at  once,  as  I  was  suggesting 
last  night  and  allow  him  a  weekly  sum." 

**  A---hem !  hem !  Gammon"— said  Quirk, 
sitting  down,  thrusting  his  hands  into  his 
waistcoat  pockets,  and  looking  very  earn- 
estly at  Gammon. 

"Well,  then" — that  gentleman  shrug- 
ging his  shoulders  in  answer  to  the  mute 
app^ — "write  and  say  you  won'^— 'tis 
soon  done,  and  so  the  matter  ends."- 

*•  Why,  Gammon,  you  see,  if  he  goes 
abroad,''  said  Quirk,  after  a  long  pause— 
•we  lose  him  for  ever." 

**Pho!— -ffo  abroad!  He's  too  much 
for  you,  Mr.  Quirk — ^he  is,  indeed,  ha, 
ha!'^ 

**  You're  fond  of  a  laugh  at  my  expense, 
Gammon;  it*s  quite  pleasant— you  can't 
think  how  I  like  It!" 

"  I  beff  your  pardon,  Mr.  Quirk— 4wit  you 
really  misunderstood  me;  I  was  laughing 
only  at  the  absurd  inconsistency  of  the  fef 
low ;  he's  a  most  transparent  fool,  and  takes 
tit  for  such.  Go  abroad  !  Ridiculous  pre- 
tence! In  his  precious  postscript  he  un- 
does all' — he  says  he  Is  only  often  thinking 
of  going — pshaw !  That  the  %vretch  is  in 
great  distress,  is  very  probable— but  it  must 
go  hard  with  him  before  he  either  commits 
suicide  or  goes  abroad,  I  warrant  him ;  I've 
no  fears  on  that  score— but  there  is  a  point 
in  the  letter  that  may  be  worth  consider- 
ing— I  mean  the  fellow's  hint  about  bor- 
rowing money  on  his  prospects." 

"  Yes^  to  be  surfe— the  very  thing  that 
struck  m«." — Gammon  faintly  smiled.—"  I 
never  thought  much  about  the  other  part  of 
the  letter — all  st&fi*  about  Cfoing  abroad — 
Pko ! — But,  to  be  sure,  if  he's  trying  to 
raise  money,  he  may  get  into  keen  hands- 
do  you  realljf  think  he  has  /" 

"  Oh,  no— of  course  it's  only  a  litde  lie 

of  his—or  he  must  have  found  out  some 

greater  foal  than  kioaeelf,  which  I  had  not 

Mappoaed paaaible.    Bat  however  tlml  may 


be,  I  really  think,  Mr.  Quirk,  its  high  tiihe 
that  we  should  take  some  decided  steps."  ' 

"Well, — yes,  it  may  be,"  said  Quirk, 
slowly— ".and  I  must  say  that  Mortmaiil* 
encouraged  me  a  good  deal  the  day  before 
yesterday." 

"  Weil,  and  you  know  what  Mr*  Frank- 
pledge—" 

"  Oh,  as  to  Frankpledge— hem  !" 

"  What  of  Mr.  Frankpledge,  Mr.  Quirki" 
inquired  Gammon,  rather  tartly. 

"  There !  There ! — Always  the  way— but 
what  does  it  signify  1 — Come,  coitie.  Gam 
mon,  we  know  each  other  too  well  to  quar-^ 
rel ! — ^I  don't  mean  anv  thing  disrespectful 
to  Mr.  Frankpledge,  but  when  Mortmain' 
has  been  one's  conveyancer  these  thir^-' 
three  years,  and  never  once— hem! — ^but, 
however,  he  tells  me  that  we  are  standing 
on  sure  ground,  or  that  he  don't  know  what 
sure  ground  is,  and  sees  no  objection  to  our' 
even  taking  preliminary  steps  m  the  matter, 
which  ind^  I  begin  to  ^mk  it  high  time' 
to  do!— Aiid  as  for  securing  ourselves  in  re-' 
spect  of  any  advances  to  Titmouse— he^ 
suggests  our  taking  a  bond,  conditioned— >* 
say,  for  the  payment  of  jg500  or  JSIOOO  on' 
demand,  under  cover  of  which  one  might' 
advance  him,  you  know,  just  such  sums  as 
and  when  we  please ;  one  could  stop  wheli ' 
one  thought  fit,  one  could  begin  with  three 
or  four  pounds  a-week,  and  increase  as  his 
prospects  improve— eh  t" 

"  You  know  I*ve  no  objection  to  such  an 
arrangement;  butconiider^  Mr.  Quirk,  vr6' 
must  have  patience;  it  will  take  a  lon^' 
while  to  get  our  verdict,  you  know,  and  per«' 
haps  as  long  to  secure  it  afterwards;  and' 
this  horrid  little  wreteh  all  the  while  on  our^ 
hands;  what  •the  deuce  to  do  with  him,  I 
really  don't  know !" 

"Humph,  humph !"  ffrunted Quirk,  look- 
ing very  earnestly  and  uneasily  at  Gam- 
mon. 

"And  what  I  chiefly  fear  is  this,— sup^* 
pose  he  should  get  dissatisfied  with  the 
an)ount  of  our  advances,  and,  knowing  the 
state  and  prospects  of  the  cause,  shonlatord' 
restive  1" 

"Ay,  confound  it,  Gammon,  all  thiti 
should  be  looked  to,  shouldn't  itt"  inter-^ 
rupted  Quirk,  with  an  exceedingly  tha- 
gnned  air. 

"To  be  8ure,"cont}nued^  Gammon,  thon^t- 
fully ;  "b^  that  time  he  may  have  got  suIn 
stantial  friends  about  him,  whom  m  could 
persuade  to  become  security  to  us  for  ftirthei 
and  past  advances." 

"  Nay,  now  you  name  the  thing,  Gam* 
mon ;  it  was  what  I  Tf^as  thinking  of  cml^ 
the  other  Aa-j*^  Y»  ^tois^  Vv^  ^>rw*^ 
•*  isn't  tbeie  oxlb  at  >?w  o  ^  w»  «v^.  tK\w^ 
bemV 
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daiCi  think  it  inip<Mble  be  miffht  be  inilii- 

5 d  10  do  a  little  osery — it'saU  he  fives  for, 
r.  Quirk;  sad  the  aeenrity  is  good  in 
•saHm  though  perhaps  not  exactly  market- 
able/' 

**  Nay ;  but  on  eeeond  tKougfats,  why  not 
^o  it  ouraeWes,  if  any  thing  edn  be  made 
cfitr 

*^  That,  howerer,  will  be  for  future  con- 
sideration. In  the  mean  time,  we'd  better 
>  aeiid  for  Titmouse,  and  manage  him  a  little 
more— disereetly,  eh  1  We  did  not  exact? 
tr>it  it  off  last  time,  did  we,  Mr.  Quirk  T' 
•aid  Gammon  smiling  rather  sarcasticany. 
*«  We  moat  keep  him  at  Ta^frag's,  if  the 
thing  eon  be  dooe,  for  the  present,  at  all 
efvents." 

**  To  besare ;  he  couldn't  &en  come  bua- 
ling  about  us,  like  a  gad-fly ;  he'd  drive  us 
and  in  a  wedc,  I'm  sure." 

^  Ob,  I'd  radier  give  up  every  thing  than 
submit  to  it  It  can't  be  difficult  for  us, 
I  shoold  think,  to  bind  him  to  our  own 
tutnn  'to  pot  a  bridle  in  the  ass's  OMuth  ! 
Let  us  say  that  We  itisist  on  his  signing  an 
andertaking  to  act  implicitly  according  to 
ovr  directions  in  every  thing." 

**  Ay,  to  be  sure;  on  painof  our  instantly 
taming  him  to  the  right-about.  1  fancy  it 
will  do,  now!" 

^  And,  now,  Mr.  Quirk,"  s^d  Gammon, 
with  as  much  of  peremptoriness  in  his  tone 
as  h))  eould  Venture  upon  to  Mr.  Quirk, 
*•  you  really  most  do  faie  the  fevour  to  leave 
tl^  BSanasement  of  this  little  wretch  to  me. 
You  see,  he  seems  to  have  taken — Heaven 
aave  the  merit !— «  fancy  to  me,  poor  fel- 
lew!— «nd— <ind — it  mnst  be  owiied,  we 
laisearried  aadly,  the  other  night,  on  a  cer- 
tain grand  occasion— eh  !" 

Quirk  shook  his  head  dissentingly. 

**  Well,  ten,"  cototinoed  Gammon,  **one 
thing  I  am  determined  on :  one  or  the  other 
•f  OS,  Mr.  Quirk,  shall  undertake  Titmouse, 
•olely  and  singly.  Pray,  for  Heaven's 
sake,  tackle  him  yoursel(^-»e  disagreeabje 
^ntjr !  ^00  know,  my  dear  sir,  how  inva- 
riably I  leave  every  thing  of  real  importance 
wmi  difficulty  to  your  very  superior  tact  and 
axperience.'' 

**Come,  come,  Gammon,  that'a  a  drop 
of  sweet  oil." 

Quirk  might  weD  say  so,  for  he  felt  its 
■aliening,  smoothing  effects  already. 

^  Upon  my  wofd  and  honour,  m.  Quirk, 
l*ni  in  earnest.  Pshaw!— and  you  must 
know  it.  I  know  you  too  wdl,  my  dear 
air,  to  attenlpl  t6— " 

•*  Certainly,  I  mnst  say,  those  must  ^ 
i^  mfrm  earh  that  can  find  Caleb  Quirk 
^^n^ng,  **^^4jBmmon'  Ctli  at  that  momrmt 
^oM  ^  meveral  jemn  Ae  mwn  have  ^eea  m 


very  eariy  riser. .  And  so  the  mattsr  wai 
arranged  in  the  manner  which  Gammon  hsf 
wishM  and  determined  uponr— e.  e.  that  Mr. 
Titmouse  should  be  left  entirely  to  his  man- 
agemeat;  and,  afier  some  little  discuseios 
as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  the  meditated 
advances,  the  partoera  parted.  On  enteriaff 
his  own  room,  Quirk,  ctosinghia  door,  stood 
leaning  against  the  side  of  the  window,  with 
his  hands  in  his  pockets,  and  his  eyes  in- 
stinctively resting  on  his  barker's  book; 
which  lay  on  the  ta)^  He  waa  in  a  ver|P 
brown  study;  the  subject  on  which  hir 
thoughts  were  busied  being  the  pnidenceoi 
improdenoe  of  leaving  Titmoiise  thoa  in  the 
hands  of  Gammon*/ It  might  be  al^  veiy 
well  for  Quirk  to  anert  his  self-confidenoo 
when  in  Gammon's  presence,  but  he  did 
not  really  feel  it.  He  never  left  Garamoa 
after  any  little  difference  of  opinion,  how- 
ever friendly,  withouta  secret  suspicioa  that 
somehow  6r  another  Gammon  had  been  too 
much  for  him,  and  always  gained  hia  pn^ 
pose,  without  giving  Quirk  any  handle  qf 
dissatisfaction.  In  fact.  Quirk  waa  tho- 
roughly afraid  of  Gammon,  and  Gammoa 
knew  it.  In  the  present  instance,  an  unde- 
finable  but  increasing  suspicion  and  disaik 
tisfaotioti  forced  him  presently  back  agua 
into  Gammon's  room. 

*^  I  say.  Gammon,  you  understand,  eh  t— 
Fhir  plaVf  you  know,"  he  conmienoed,  with 
a  sly  embarrassed  air,  ill  concealed  aiider  a 
forced  smile. 

^*  Prey,  Mr.  Quirk,  what  may  be  your 
meaning]"  inquired  Gammon,  with  una- 
Bual  tartness,  with  an  aatonished  air,  and 
blushing  violently,  which  was  not  surpri- 
sing ;  for  ever  since  Quirk  had  quitted  hmi. 
Gammon's  thoughts  had  been  occupied 
with  only  one  question,  viz.:  how  he  ahould 
go  to  work  with  Titmouse  to  satisfy  him 
Siat  he  (Gammon^  waa  the  only  member 
of  the  firm  that  had  a  real  disintereated  re- 
gard for  him,  and  so  acquire  a  valuable 
control  over  him.  Thus  occupied,  the  ob^ 
servatioB  of  Quirk  had  completely  takea 
Gammon  aback ;  and  he  lost  his  preaenos 
of  mind,  of  course  his  temper  quickly  fol- 
lowing. *'  Will  you  favour  me,  Mr.  Quirk, 
with  an  explanation  of  your  extraordinarily 
absurd  and  offensive  observation  t"  aaid  he, 
reddening  more  and  more  as  he  looked  at 
Mr.QuiriL. 

<<  You're  a  queer  hand.  Gammon,"  replied 
Quirk,  with  almost  an  Equally  surprised 
and  embarrassed  air,  for  he  could  not  reaist 
a  sort  of  conviction  that  Gammon  had  fa- 
thomed what  had  been  passing  in  his  mind. 

*^What  didyoQ  mi»n»  Mr.  Quirk,  by 
yonr  ain^as  ohaecvation  Just  now  t"  aaid 
Gammoti  caXtiA^  ^  \A.Vva%  t^9mr««c^\Ktt  m^ 
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••  Mean  t  Why,  that— -we*re  bath  qaeer 
hands,  Gammon,  ha,  ha,  ha  !^  answered 
Qairk,  with  an  anxious  laugrh. 

^  I  shall  leare  Titmouse  entirely— «ffi/tre- 
fy,  Mr.  Quirk,  in  your  hands ;  I  will  have 
nothino;  whaterer  to  dd  with  him.  I  am 
quite  sick  of  him  and  his  affaira,  already;  I 
cannot  bring  myself  to  undertake  such  an 
affair,  and  that  was  what  I  was  thinking 
of,  whe»i— " 

•*  Ebl  indeed  !'  WelU  to  be  sure!  Only 
think  V*  said  Quirk,  dropping  his  Toice, 
looking  to  see  that  the  two  doors  were 
thuU  and  resuming  the  chair  which  he  had 
lately  qcitted,  •'  What  do  yon  think  has 
been  occurring  to  mc  in  my  own  room,  just 
now  t  WheUier  it  would  suit  us  better  to 
throw  this  monkey  overboard,  put  ourselves 
confidentially  in  communication  with  the 
party  in  possession,  and  tell  him  that— 
hem !— hem ! — for  a — eh  ?  You  understand 
m  con-si-de-ra-tion — a  auitabU  con-si-do-ra- 
tion." 

**  Mr.  Quirk !  Heavens  V'  Gammon  was 
reallyamazed. 

"well  t  You  needn't  open  your  eyes  so 
TBry  wide,  Mr.  Gammon—why  shouldn't 
It  be  done  t  You  know  we  shouldn't  be 
dtesfied  with  a  trifle,  of  course.  But  sup- 
|>o0e  he'd  agree  to  buy  our  silence  with  four 
or  five  thousand  pounds,  really,  it's  well 
worth  considering!  Upon  ray  soul.  Gam- 
mon, it  u  a  hard  thing  on  him,  no  fault  of 
his,  and  it  is  very  hara  for  him  to  turn  out, 
•n(f  for  su4*n  a— eugh ! — such  a  wretch  as 
Titmouse!  you'd  feel  it  yourself.  Gammon, 
if  you  wen  in  his  place,  and  I'm  sure  that 
you'd  think  that  four  or  five  thou ^ 

"  But  is  not  l^tmouse  our  jaoor  ndgh' 
hour  r'  said  Gammon,  with  a  sly  smile. 

**  Why,  that's  only  one  way  of  looking 
mt  it.  Gammon !  Perhaps  the  man  we  are 
ffoing  to  eject  does  a  vast  deal  of  good  with 
Bie  property ;  certainly  he  bears  a  very  high 
name  in  the  v;ounty— and  fancy  Titmouse 
with  ten  thousand  a  year ! " 

•«  Mr.  Quirk,  Mr.  Quirk,  it's  not  to  be 
thought  of  for  a  moment— not  for  a  mo- 
ment," interrupted  Gammon,  seriously,  and 
•ven  somewhat  peremptorily—"  nothing 
•honld  pei6uade  me  to  be  any  party  to 
•uch 
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At  this  moment  Snap  burst  into  the  room 
witii  a  heated  appearance,  and  a  ohagrined 
•Ir 

"  Pitch  V.  Grub.'' 

This  was  a  little  pet  action  of  poor 
Snap's :  it  was  for  slander  uttered  by  the 
defendant,  a  green-grocer,  against  the  plain- 
tilT,  charging  the  plaintiff*  with  having  the 
mange,  on  account  of  which  a  lady  imsed 
io  marry  him, 

^ Pitch  p.  Gnib,Ju9t  bmn  tried  at  Goild-l  haUs 


hall.  Witness  bans;  up  to  the  maA— >W0rdi 
and  damages  proved;  slapping  speech  (VsOi 
Seijeant  Shout — Verdict  for  plaintiff*,  ona 
farthing;  and  Lord  Lumpington  said,  as 
the  jury  had  given  plaintiff  one  farthing  foi 
damages,  h^  would  give  him  another  foi 
costs,*  and  that  would  make  a  halfpenny ; 
on  which  the  defendant's  attorney  tendered 
me— a  halfpenny  on  the  spot.  Laughter  in  ' 
court— -move  for  new  trial  first  day  of  next 
term,  and  tip  his  lordship  a  rattier  in  tbc 
next  Sunday's  Fituh.''  _ 

**  Mr.  Quirk,  once  for  all,  if  these  kind  of 
actions  are  to  go  on,  I'll  leave  the  fira« 
come  what  will."  It  flickered  across  hia 
mind  that  Titmouse  would  be  a  capital  cli- 
ent to  start  with  on  his  own  account.  '•  I 
protest  our  names  will  quite  stink  in  tha 
profession." 

*^  Good,  Mr.  Gammon,  good !"  intemiptetf 
Snap,  warmly  ;  '*  your  little  action  for  tb« 
usury  penalties  the  other  day  eame  oflT  sc 
uncommon  well ! " 

**Let  me  tell  you,  Mr.  Snap,"  inter- 
rupted Gammon,  r^dening— 

«•  Pho !  Come !  Can't  be  helped— fortona 
of  the  war," — interrupted  the  head  of  the 
firm — ^^  la  Pitch  tohefUt — Of  course  we'vn 
security  for  costs  out  of  pocket." 

Now,  the  fact  was,  that  poor  Snap  ha4 
picked  up  Pitch  at  one  of  the  police  ofllcaa, 
and,  in  his  ceal  for  business,  had  underta- 
ken his  ease  on  pure  speculation,  relying 
on  the  apparent  strength  of  the  plaintiflf'a 
eas»— Pitch  being  only  a  waterman  attach- 
ed to  a  coach-stand.  Wlien,  therefore,  the 
very  ominous  question  of  Mr.  Qdrk  mat 
Snap's  ear,  he  suddenly  happened  (at  least 
he  thought  so)  to  hear  himself  called  from 
the  clerk's  room,  an3  bolted  out  of  Mr. 
Gammon's  room  rather  unoeremoniously. 

'^  Snap  -will  be  the  ruin  of  the  finn,  Mr. 
Quirk,"  said  Gammon,  with  an  air  of  dis- 
gust. «<But  I  really  must  get  on  with  the 
brief  Fm  drawing;  so,  Mr.  Quirk,  we  can 
talk  about  Mr.  Titmouse  to-morrow !" 

The  brief  he  was  drawing  up  was  for  a 
defendant  who  was  going  to  nonsuit  the 
plaintiff*,  (a  man  with  a  large  family,  who 
nad  kindly  'lent  the  defendant  a  oonsidera- 
ble  sum  of  money,)  solely  because  of  the 
want  of  a  atamp. 

Quirk  diff*erea  in  opinion  with  Gammon, 
and,  as  he  resumed  his  seat  at  his  desk,  he 
could  not  help  writing  the  words,  *'  Quirk 

*  I  lappoM  myielf  to  be  allndinf  b«r«  to  a  vcrv 
oppretfiTe  lUtuui,  p««Md  to  clip  the  winjre  of  eucB 
fentlemen  at  Mr.  Snap,  by  which  it  !•  eneetrd  that 
in  aetlone  for  alander,  if  the  Jury  find  a  verdict  under 
forty  ehUlinga, «.  jr..  n§  In  the  caa«>  In  the  lest,  for  one 
(hrtbinf,  the  platntHTshall  be  entitled  lo  recover  from 
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mnl  Snof^'*  and  thinking  how  well  such  a 
Snn  would  "lound  and  work — for  Snap  was 
Vf  «rily  a  chip  of  the  old  block ! 

There  will  probably  never  be  wanting 
those  who  will  join  in  abusing  and  ridicu- 
ling attorneys  and  solicitors.  Why!  In 
almost  every  action  at  law,  or  suit  in  equi- 
ty, or  proceeding  which  may,  ot  may  not, 
lead  to  one,  each  client  conceives  a  natural 
dislike  for  his  opponent's  attorney  or  soli- 
citor. If  the  plaifUiff  auueedsj  he  hates  the 
defendant's  attoi;pey  for  putting  him  (the 
said  plaintiS*)  to  so  much  expense,  and 
eausinff  him  so  much  vexation  and  danger, 
and,  when  he  comes  to  settle  with  his  own 
attorney,  there  is  not  a  little  heartpbuming 
in  looking  at  his  bill  of  costs,  however  rea- 
sonable. If  tkt  plaintiff  faiU^  of  course  it  is 
through  the  ignorance  ^31  nnskilfuhiess  of 
his  attorney  or  solicitor;  and  he  hates 
almost  equally  his  own  and  his  opponent's 
attorney.  Precisely  so  is  it  with  a  success- 
ful or  unsuccessful  defendant.  ^  In  fact, 
an  attorney  or  solicitor  is  almost  always 
obliged  to  be  acting  adversely  to  aome  one  of 
wh(»n  he  at  once  makes  an  enemy,  for  an  at- 
torney's weapons  must  necessarily  be  point- 
ed almost  invariably  at  our  pockets!  He  is  ne- 
necessarily,  also,  called  into  action  in  cases 
when  all  the  worst  passions  of  our  natilr»— 
our  hatred  and  revenge,  and  our  self-interest 
— «re  set  in  motion.  Consider  the  mischief 
that  might  be  constantly  done  on  a  grand  scale 
in  society,  if  the  vast  majority  of  attorneys 
and  solicitors  were  not  honourable  and  able 
men !  Conceive  them  for  a  moment,  dis- 
posed every  where  to  stir  up  litigation,  by 
availing^  themselves  of  their  perfect  acquain- 
tance with  almost  all  men's  circumstances— 
artfully  inflaming  irritable  and  vindictive 
clients,  kindling,  instead  of  stifling,  family 
dissensions,  and  fomenting  public  strife- 
why,  were  they  to  do  only  a  hundreth  part 
of  what  it  is  thus  in  their  power  to  do,  our 
courts  of  justice  would  soon  be  doubled,  to- 
gether with  the  number  of  our  judges,  coun- 
ael,  and  attorneys. 

But  not  all  this  body  of  honourable  and 
valuable  men  are  entitled  to  this  tribute  of 
t>raise.  There  are  a  few  Quirks,  several 
Gi^Mons,  and  many  Snaps,  in  the  profes- 
sion of  the  law-— men  whose  chamcter  and 
doings  often  make  fools  visit  the  sins  of  in- 
dividuals upon  the  whole  species;  nay, 
there  are  far  worse,  as  I  have  heard,  but  I 
must  return  to  my  narrative. 

On  Friday  night,  the  23th  of  JVily,  I83-, 
the  state  of  Mr.  Titmouse's  affairs  was  this: 
he  owed  his  landlady  £l  9s.;  his  washer- 
woman. 6s.  *  his  tailor,  £l  Ss, — in  all,  three 
riiineaa;  oesides  lOs,  to  Huckaback,  (for 


bound  to  deliver  up  to  him  the  docniml  or 
voucher  which  he  had  given  him,)  and  t 
weekly  at^ruing  rent  of  7s.  to  his  landlady, 
besides  some  very  small  sums  for  washiofr, 
tea,  bread  and  butter,  &c.  To  meet  these  sen- 
ous  liabilities  he  had — not  one  farthing. 

On  returning  to  his  lodgings  that  night, 
he  found  a  line  from  Thumbscrew,  his  lan^ 
lady's  broker,  informing  him  that,  unless  by 
ten  o'clock  on  the  next  mominff  his  airean 
of  rent  were  paid,  he  should  distrain,  and 
she  would  also  give  him  notice  to  quit  il 
the  end  of  the  week ;  that  nothing  could  in- 
duce her  to  give  him  further  time.  He  sat 
down  in  dismay  on  reading  this  threatening 
document ;  and,  in  sitting  down,  his  eye  fe3 
on  a  bit  of  paper  lying  on  the  floor,  which 
must  have  been  thrust  under  the  door. 
From  the  marks  on  it,  it  was  evident  that 
he  must  have  trod  upon  it  in  entering.  It 
proved  to  be  a  summons  from  the  Court  ot 
Requests,  £br  £l  8«.,  due  to  Job  Cox«  his 
tailor.  He  deposited  it  mechanically  on  the 
table ;  and  for  a  minute  he  dared  haidly 
breathe. 

This  seemed  something  really  like  a  cr»- 


ii$. 


Afler  a  silent  agony  of  half  an  hour's  da* 
ration,  he  rose  trembling  from  his  chair,  blew 
out  his  candle,  and,  in  a  few  minutes'  time 
might  have  been  seen  standing  with  a  pale 
and  troubled  face  before  the  window  of  old 
Balls,  the  pawn  broker,  peering  through 
the  suspended  articles— watches,  sugars 
'tongs,  rings,  brooches,  spoons,  pins,  brace- 
lets, knives  and  forks,  seals,  chains,  &c.— > 
to  see  whether  any  one  else  than  old  Balls 
were  within.  Havingatlength  watched  out  a 
very  pale  and  wretched-looking  woman. 
Titmouse  entered  to  take  her  place;  and 
afler  interchanging  a  few  words  with  the 
white-haired  and  hard-hearted  old  paws- 
broker,  produced  his  guard-chain,  his  breast- 
pin, and  his  ring,  and  obtained  three  pounds 
two  shillings  and  sixpence,  on  the  security 
of  them.  With  this  sum  he  slunk  out  of 
the  shop,  and  calling  on  Cox,  his  tailor, 
paid  his  trembling  old  creditor  the  fufi 
amount  of  his  claim  {£l  8«.,)  together  with 
4t.,  the  expense  of  the  summons— «imply 
asking  for  a  receipt,  without  nttering  an 
other  word,  for  he  felt  almost  choked. 

In  the  same  way  he  dealt  with  Mrs. 
Squall  op,  his  landlady — not  uttering  otm 
word  in  reply  to  her  profuse  and  volubla 
apologies,  but  pressing  his  lips  between  his 
teeth  till  the  blood  came  from  them,  while 
his  heart  seemed  bursting  within  hira* 
Then  he  walked  up  stairs  with  a  desperata 
air — ^with  eighteenpence  in  his  pockeU^ 
,  ^  aUhh  ornaments  gone — ^Kis  wanherwoman 
JJuJnhat^a  notion  was,  that  on  repayment  I  yet   ntvpavd— Vi\s  wtvV   ^ovtv^  o\>^-«^^«ri\ 
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mt  aojr  time  of  10^.^  Huckaback  would  be  \  odm  Utda  maX\j»%  uiA«x>\e^\  <!lt>^>^^  V«^ 
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of  Augost  approaehinff,  when  he  expected 
to  be  dismissed  penniless  from  Mr.  Ta^- 
ra^^a,  and  thrown  on  his  own  resources  for 
SQDsistence.  When  he  had  regained  his 
room,  and,  having  shut  the  door,  had  re- 
seated himself  at  his  table,  he  felt  for  a  mo- 
ment, as  if  he  could  have  yelled.  Starva- 
tion and  Despair,  two  fiends,  seemed  sitting 
beside  him  in  shadowy  ghastliness,  chilling 
and  palsying  him — ^petrifying  his  heart  with- 
in him.  JVhai  was  he  to  do?  Why  had  he 
been  bom  t  Why  was  he  so  much  more 
persecuted  and  miserable  than  any  one  else? 
Visions  of  his  ring,  his  breast-pin,  his  studs, 
•tuck  in  a  bit  of  card,  with  their  price  writ- 
ten above  them,  and  hanging  exposed  to  his 
view  in  old  Balls*  window,  almost  frenzied 
him.  Thoughts  such  as  these  at  length 
began  to  suggest  others  of  a  dreadful  na- 
ture  The  means  were  at  that  in- 
stant within  his  reach A  sharp 

knock  at  the  door  startled  him  out  of  the 
stupor  into  which  he  was  sinking.  He  lis- 
tened for  a  moment,  as  if  he  were  not  cer- 
tain that  the  sound  was  a  real  one.  There 
seemed  a  ton  weight  upon  his  heart,  which 
a  mighty  sigh  could  lift  for  an  instant,  but 
not  remove;  and  he  was  in  the  act  of  heav- 
ing a  second  such  sigh,  as  he  languidly 
opened  the  door,  expecting  to  encounter  Mr. 
Thumbscrew,  or  some  of  his  myrmidons, 
who  might  not  know  of  his  recent  settle- 
ment with  his  landlady. 

*»Is  this  Mr.— Tit— Titmouse's  t*'  in- 
quired a  gented-looking  young  man. 

*•  Yes,"  replied  Titmouse,  sadly. 

"  Are  you  Mr.  Titmouse  1 " 

**  Yes,"  he  replied  more  faintly  than  be- 
ftre. 

**  Oh — ^I  have  brought  you,  sir,  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Gammon,  of  the  firm  of  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap,  solicitors.  Saffron 
Hill,"  said  the  stranger,  unconscious  that  his 
words  shot  a  flash  of  light  into  a  little  abyss 
•if  sorrow  before  him.  *'He  begged  me  to 
give  this  letter  into  your  own  hands,  and  said 
he  hoped  you'd  send  him  an  answer  by  the 
first  morning's  post." 

'  *Yes— on — I  see— certainly — to  be  sure 
—with  pleasure— how  is  Mr.  Gammon  1 — 
uncommon  kind  of  him — ^very  humble  re- 
spects to  him — take  care  to  answer  it" — 
stammered  Titmouse,  in  a  breath,  hardly 
knowing  whether  he  was  standing  on  his 
nead  or  his  heels,  and  not  quite  certain 
where  he  was.    •     ^ 

**  Good  evening,  sir,"  replied  the  stran- 
ger, evidently  a  little  surprised  at  Tit^ 
mouse's  manner,  and  withdrew.  Titmouse 
•hut  his  door.  With  prodigious  trepida- 
tion of  hand  and  flutter  of  spirits,  he  opened 
the  )etter~-an  enclosure  meeting  his  eyes  in 
iAe  shape  of  a  bank  note. 


**0h  Lord!"  he  marmnred,  turning 
white  as  the  sheet  of  paper  he  held.  Then! 
the  letter  dropped  from  his  hand,  and  he 
stood  as  if  stupified  for  some  moments;  but 
presently  rapture  darted  through  him;  a 
five-pound  bank  note  was  in  his  hand, 
and  It  had  been  enclosed  in  the  foUowijig 
letter :  ^ 

"  85,  Thavie*!  Inn,  SQib  ^uly,  1 8B-. 
**  My  dear  Mr.  Titmouse, 

**  Your  last  note,  addressed  to  our  firm,, 
has  given  me  the  greatest  pain,  and  I  has* , 
ten,  on  my  return  from  the  country,  to  for- 
ward you  the  enclosed  trifle,  which  I  sin- . 
cerely  hope  will  be  of  temporary  service  to 
you.    May  I  beg  the  favour  of  your  compa-   , 
ny  on  Sunday  evening  next,  iX  seven  o'clock, 
to  take  a  glass  of  wine  with  me  t    t  shall 
be  quite  Sone,  and  disengaged ;  and  may  \ 
have  it  in  my  power  to  msuce  you  some  im- , 
portant  communications  concerning  matters 
m  which,  I  assure  you,  I  feel  a  very  deep 
interest  on  your  account    Begging  the  fa^ . 
vour  of  an  early  answer  to-morrow  morning, . 
I  trust  you  will  believe  me,  ever,  my  dear 
sir,  your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

<<OiLV  Gammqit. 

"Tittlebat  Titmouse,  Esq." 

The  first  balmy  drop  of  the  long-expected 
golden  shower  had  at  length  fallen  upon  the 
panting  Titmouse.  How  polite— nay,  how 
affectionate  and  respectful— was  the  note  of 
Mr.  Gammon!  and,  for  the  first  time  io 
his  life,  he  saw  himself  addressed  "Tittle- 
bat Titmouse,  Esquire."  If  his  room  had 
been  large  enough  to  admit  of  it,  Titmouse , 
would  have  skipped  round  it  again  and 
again  in  his  frantic  ecstacy.  Having  at 
length  read  over  and  over  again  the  blessed 
letter  of  Mr.  Gammon,  he  hastily  folded  it 
up,  crumpled  up  the  bank  note  in  his  hand, 
clapped  his  hat  on  his  head,  blew  out  his 
candle,  rushed  down  stairs  as  if  a  mad  dog 
were  at  his  heels,  and  in  three  or  four  mi- 
nutes' time  was  standing  breathless  before . 
old  Balls,  whom  he  almost  electrified  by 
asking,  with  an  eager  and  joyous  air,  for  a 
return  of  the  articles  which  he  had  only  an 
hour  before  pawned  with  him ;  at  the  same 
time  laying  down  the  duplicates  and  the 
bank  note.  The  latter  old  balls  scrutinized 
with  the  most  anxious  exactness,  and  even 
suspicioiw-but  it  seemed  perfectly  unexcep- 
tionable ;  so  he  gave  him  back  his  precious 
ornaments,  and  me  change  out  of  his  note, 
minus  a  trifling  sum  for  interest  Titmouse 
then  started  off  at  top-speed  to  Huckaback; 
but  it  suddenly  occurring  to  him  as  possible 
that  that  feKi\\em'^LT^  oxv\v«wywj,  ^^  '^>a  ^«5^ 
fortune,  m\B\i\\oo\L  ^oi  ?itw\mm^'»!»^\'«V' 
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font  to  Titinoqfle,  he  stopped  short— paused 
•^«[id  returned  home.  There  he  had  nardljr 
been  seated  a  moment,  when  down  he  pelted 
•gain,  1o  huy  a  sheet  of  paper  and  a  wafer 
or  two,  to  write  his  letter  to  Mr.  Gammon ; 
which  harinff  obtained,  he  retomed  at  the 
Mune  speed,  almost  orertiiming  his  fat  Innd- 
ladr,  who  looked  after  him  as  if  he  were  a 
mad  cat  scampering  up  and  down  stairs, 
•nd  fearing  that  he  had  gone  suddenly  cra- 
sy.  The  note  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Gammon 
was  80  exceedingly  extraragant,  that,  can- 
did as  I  have,  I  trust,  hitherto  shown  my- 
ielf  in  the  delineation  of  Mr.  Titmouse's 
diaracter,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  give  the 
said  letter  to  the  reader — making  all  allow- 
cnoes  for  the  extraordinary  excitement  of  its 
writer. 

Sleep  that  night  and  morning  found  and 
left  Mr.  Titmouse  the  assured  exulting  mas- 
ter of  TCN  THOUSAUD  A  TEAR.      Of  this  fsct, 

tile  ofteher  he  read  Mr.  Gammon's  letter, 
thestron^t,  became  his  convictions.  'Twas 
undoubtedly  rather  a  large  inference  from 
mall  premises ;  but  it  ^ured  him  un- 
speakable happiness,  for  a  time,  at  a  possi- 
ble cost  of  future  disappointment  ana  mis- 
/  ery,  which  he  did  not  pause  to  consider. 
The  fact  is,  that  logic,  (according  to  Dr. 
Watts,  the  right  %ue  of  reoMm^  is  not  a  prac- 
tical art.  No  one  regards  it  m  actual  life. 
Observe,  therefore,  folks  on  all  hands  con- 
stantly acting  like  Tittlebat  Titmouse  in 
the  case  before  us.  His  conclusion  was — 
that  he  had  become  the  <^rtain  master  of 
ten  thousand  a  year;  his  premises  were 
what  the  reader  has  seen.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, mean  to  say,  that  if  the  reader  be  a 
youth  hot  from  the  university,  he  may  not 
DB  able  to  prove,  by  a  very  refined  and  in- 
genious argument,  that  Titmouse  was,  in 
what  he  did  above,  a  fine  natural  logician ; 
for  J  recollect  that  Aristotle  hath  demonstra- 
ted, by  a  famous  argument,  thmt  thd  moon  is 
made  of  green  cheees ;  «nd  no  one  that  I 
have  heard  of,  hath  ever  been  able  to  prove 
the  contrary. 

By  six  o'clock  the  next  morning.  Tit- 
mouse had,  with  his  own  hand,  dropped  his 
.  answer  into  the  letter-box  upon  the  door  of 
Mr.  Gammon's  chamber  in  Thavies'  Inn ; 
in  which  answer  he  had,  with  numerous 
expressions  of  profound  respect  and  grati- 
tnde,  accppted  Mr.  Gammon's  polite  invi- 
tation. A  very  happy  man  felt  he,  as  he 
letumed  to  Oxford  Stn^et ;  entering  Messrs. 
Dowlas's  premises  with  alacrity;  just  as 
they  were  being  opened,  and  volunteering 
his  assistance  in  numerous  things  beyond 
)iis  usual  province,  with  singular  briskness 
dod  ener^;  as  if  conscious  that  by  doing 


the  subject  he  knew.  He  displayed  sud 
unwonted  cheerfulness  and  patient  good- 
nature throughout  the  day,  that  one  of  hii 
companions,  a  serious  youth,  in  a  whits 
neckerchief,  black  clothes,  and  with  t 
sanctified  countenance — the  only  professing 
pious  person  in  the  establishment — took  aa 
occasion  to  ask  him,  in  a  mysterious  whis> 
per,  "  whether  he  had  not  got  converted i^ 
and  whether  he  would,  at  six  o'clock  in  tht 
morning,  accompany  the  speaker  to  a  room 
in  the  neighbourhood,  where  he  (the  youth, 
aforesaid)  was  going  to  conduct  an  exhorta- 
tion  and  prayer  meeting ! 

Titmouse  refused — but  not  without  a  few 
qualms;  for  luck  certainly  seemed  to  bs 
smiling  on  him,  and  he  felt  that  he  ought 
to  be  grateful  for  it;  but  then,  he  at  length 
reflected,  the  proper  place  for  tliat  sort  of 
thing  would  be  a  regular  church — to  which 
he  resolved  to  go.  This  change  of  man- 
ners Tagrag,  however,  looked  upon  as  as- 
sumed only  to  affront  him ;  seeing  nothing 
but  impertinence  and  defiance  in  all  that 
Titmouse  did — as  if  the  nearer  Titmouse 
got  to  the  end  of  his  bondage— «. «.  the  1 0th 
of  August — the  lighter-hearted  he  grew. 
He  resolved  religiously  to  keen  his  counsel; 
to  avoid  even — at  all  events  fcr  the  present 
^-communicating  with  Huckaback. 

On  the  ensuing  Sunday,  he  rose  at  aa 
earlier  hour  than  usual,  and  took  nearly 
twice  as  long  a  time  to  dfess— oflen  falling 
into  many  delightful  reveries.  By  eleven 
o'clock  he  might  be  seen  entering  the  gal- 
lery of  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Holbom; 
where  he  considered  that  dcubtlefts  Mr. 
Gammcn,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood! 
might  attend.  He  asked  three  or  (bur  pew- 
openers,  both  below  and  above,  if  they 
knew  which  was  Mr.  Gammon's  pew — Mr. 
Gaoiiuon  Of  Thavies'  Inn;  not  dreaming  of 
presumptuously  going  to  the  pew,  but  of 
sitting  in  some  place  that  command^  t 
view  of  it.  Mr.  Gammon^  I  nerd  hardly  say, 
was  quite  unknown  there— -no  one  had  ever 
heard  of  such  a  person :  nevertheless  'Ht- 
mouse,  albeit  a  little  galled  at  being,  in  spite 
of  his  elegant  appearance,  slipped  into  t 
back  peWf  remained — but  his  thoughts  wan- 
dered grievously  the  whole  time ;  on  then 
he  saqniered  in  the  direction  of  Hyde  Park. 
to  which  he  seemed  now  to  have  a  sort  of 
claim.  How  soon  might  he  beccnft,  inRtead 
of  a  mere  spectator  as  heretofore,  a  part;^kei 
in  its  glories !  The  dawn  of  the  day  of  f'or^ 
tune  was  on  his  long  benighted  soul ;  and 
he  could  hardly  subdue  his  excited  feelings. 
Punctual  to  his  appointment,  as  the  clock 
struck  seven,  he  made  his  appearance  tt 
Mr.  GaiivmQTO%^m>i\  ^  Y*^"t  «C  %.^^u  new 
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iK?A«;  ira9^7)paf/f^rati/jing  MessTsI  Quirk,  \wV\\e  Vid  ^o^«ft   oiv^  ^w^  ^"w^  ^-^^s^^^ 
^^mmon,  and  Snapf  whoM  wishes  upon\iiihewd,  ^  wJi!a^\afv«A,\ii  ^^tiv\w\^^ 
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liiltng'  elderly  fonele  serrattt,  ii^to  Mr. 
Gmmmon's  room.  He  was  dreased  juFt  as 
when  he  was  first  jpresented  to  the  reader, 
Mll/ini^  forth  into  Oxfoid  Street,  to  enslare 
fhe  lady-world.  Mr.  Gammon^  who  was 
dttinff  reading  the  Sunday  FUuh  at  a  table 
on  which  sto^  a  coaple  oi  decanters,  seve- 
ral wine-glasses,  and  two  or  three  dishes  of 
firnit,  rose  and  received  his  distinguished 
▼isiter  with  the  most  delightfol  afiability. 

^I  am  most  happy,  Mr.  Titmouse,  to  see 
you  in  this  friendly  way,**  said  he,  shaking 
aim  by  the  hand. 

**  Oh,  donH  name  it,  sir,**  quoth  Titmouse, 
rtther  indistinctly,  and  hasdly  running  his 
Innd  tlurough  his  hair. 

^  Pve  nothing,  you  see,  to  offer  you  but 
a  little  fruit,  anid  a  glass  of  im  port  or 
•berry.*' 

^  rarticnlar  fond  of  them,  sir,**  replied 
Titmouse j  endeavouring  to  clear  his  throat; 
for  in  spite  of  a  strong  effort  to  appear  at 
his  ease,  he  was  unsuccessful :  so  that  when 
6ammon*8  keen  eye  glanced  at  ^e  bedi- 
leoed  figure  of  his  guest,  a  bitter  smile 
passed  over  his  face,  without  having  been 
ebserved.  **  7%ts,**  thought  he,  as  his  eye 
passed  from  the  ring  glitterinff  on  the  littie 
finger  of  the  right  nand,  to  ue  studs  and 
brsast-pin  in  the  shirt  front,  and  thence  to 
the  guard-chain  glaring  entirely  outside  a 
damson-coloured  satin  waistcoat,  and  the 

Sotless  white  glove  which  jet  glbtened  on 
e  left  hand— «« This  is  the  writer  of  the 
dismal  epistle  of  the  other  day,  announcing 
his  desperation  and  destitution  T* 

**  Your  health,  Mr.  Titmouse! — helpyour- 
•elf  t**  said  Mr.  Gammon,  in  a  cheenul  and 
cordial  tone ;  Htmouse  pouring  out  a  glass 
ool?  three-quarters  full,  raised  it  to  his  lips 
with  a  slightly  tremulous  hand,  and  returned 
Mr.  Gammon's  salutation.  When  had  Tit- 
mouse tasted  a  glass  of  wine  before  I—41  re- 
flection occurring  not  only  to  himself,  but 
also  to  Gamtnon,  to  whom  it  was  a  circum- 
stance that  might  be  serviceable. 

^  You  see,  Mr.  Titmouse,  mine's  only  a 
Msall  bachelor's  establishnient,  and  I  can- 
aot  put  my  old  servant  out  of  the  way  by 
having  my  friends  to  dinner**-^uite  forget- 
ting that  the  day  before  he  had  entertained 
at  least,  six  friends,  including  Mr.  Frank- 
pledge—but  the  idea  of  going  through  a 
dinner  wUh  Mr.  Titmouse! 

And  now,  O  inexperienced  Titmouse! 
•nacquainted  with  the  potent  qualities  of 
wine,  I  warn  you  to  be  cautious  how  you 
drink  many  glasses,  for  you  cannot  calcu- 
late the  effect  which  they  will  have  upon 
foa;  and,  indeed,  methinks  that  with  (liis 
man  you  have  a  game  to  play  which  will 
aoi  Mdmit  of  much  wiae  being  drank.  Be 
fOQ,  ibemfoie,  on  yonr  gnMtO;  (far  wiae  ia 


like  a  stmg  sefpeat,  who  will  orsea  «•- 
perceived  into  your  empty  head,  and  coil 
nimself  up  therein,  until  at  length  he  movsi 
about— and  all  things  are  as  nought  to  you ! 

**  Oh,  sir,  *poD  my  honour,  beg  you  won*| 
name  it— all  one  to  Yne,  sir !— Beautifo^ 
wine  this,  sir.*' 

'*  Pretty  fair,  I  think— csTtainly  rather 
old; — but  what  fruit  will  you  take— car* 
rants  or  cherries.l" 

u  Why— a^Pve  so  lately  dined,**  replied  . 
Titmouse,  alluding  to  an  exceedingly  slighl 
repast  at  a  coffee-shop  about  two  o'clock* 
He  would  have  preferred  the  cherries,  but 
did  not  feel  quite  at  his  ease  how  to  disposa 
of  &e  stones  nieely — gracefully — so  he  took 
a  very  few  red  currants  upon  his  plate,  and 
eat  them  8l^ly«  ^^d  with  a  modest  air. 

**  Well,  Mr,  Titmouse,**  commenced  Gam- 
mon, with  an  air  of  concern,  **  I  was  really 
much  distressed  by  your  last  letter.** 

**  Uncommon  glad  to  hear  it,  sir— kneir 
yon  would,  sir — ^you're  so  kind-hearted ;— > 
all  Quite  true,  sir  !*' 

^  I  had  no  idea  that  yeu  were  redooed  is 
such  straits,"  said  Gammon,  ia  a  sympa> 
thizing  tone,  but  settling  his  eye  involunta- 
rily on  the  rinff  of  Titmouse. 

**Quite  dreadful,  sir-^'pon  my  soul,  dread* 
ful ;  and  such  usage  at  Mr.  Tagrag's !" 

**  But  you  mustn't  think  of  goin?  abroad 
— away  from  all  your  friends,  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse." 

**  J6rooi,  sir  !'*  interrupted  Titmouse,  wHk 
anxious  but  subdued  eagerness;  ** never 
thought  of  such  a  thing  !** 

*•  Oh !  I— I  thought ^** 

*' There  isn't  a  word  of  truth  in  it,  sir; 
and  if  you've  heard  so,  it  must  have  been 
from  that  audacious  fellow  that  called  oa 
you — he's  »ueh  a  liar — if  you  knew  hira  as 
well  as  I  do,  sir!"  said  Titmouse,  with  a 
confident  air,  quite  losing  sight  of  his  letter 
to  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  8na|^. 
«« No,  sir — shall  stay,  and  stick  to  friends 
that  stick  to  me." 

**  Take  another  glass  of  wine,  Mr.  Tl^ 
mouse,"  interrupt^  Gammon,  cordiallT, 
and  Mr.  Titmouse  obeyed  him;  but  while 
he  was  pouring  it  out,  a  sudden  recollection 
of  his  letter  flashing  across  his  mind,  satis- 
fied him  that  he  stood  detected  in  a  flat  lia 
before  Mr.  Gammon,  and  he  blushed  scarlet; 

**I)o  you  like  &e  sherry?"  inquired 
Gammon,  perfectly  aware  of  what  was 
passing  through  the  mind  of  his  guest,  and  ' 
wishing  to  divert  hb  thoughts.  Titmouse 
answered  in  the  affirmative:  and  proceeded 
to  pour  forth  wich  a  number  of  an<>logiea 
for  his  own  behaviour  at  Saffron  liilU  and 
that  o^  HucValbucVL  fm  ^«i  fNsSwjj^wstx  k*«»^  j 
1  aion,  aa  Oammofi  ^oosA  W  ei^»«x\^  ^-y**^.  J 
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htd  been  fergiyen  and  ibrgoUen.  When 
Titmouse  came  to  the  remitlance  of  the  five 
pounds,  *^  DonH  mention  it,  my  dear  sir,** 
mterrupted  Gammon,  very  blandly;  '*it 
gvre  me,  I  assure  you,  far  greater  satisfac- 
tion to  send  it,  than  you  to  receive  it.  I 
hope  it  has  a  little  relieved  touV 

*^  I  think  so,  sir !  I  was,  *pon  my  life,  on 
my  veiT  last  legs/* 

**  When  thin^  come  to  the  worst,  they 
often  mend,  Mr.  Titmouse!  I  told  Mr. 
Quirk  (who,  to  do  him  justice,  came  at  last 
into  my  views)  that,  however  premature, 
imd  perhaps  imprudent  it  might  oe  in  us  to 
go  so  far,  I  could  not  help  relieving  your 
present  necessities,  even  out  of  my  own 
Desources.** 

Oh,  Gammon,  Gammon ! 

**How  uncommon  kind  of  you,  sir!** ex- 
Maimed  Titmouse. 

'*  Not  in  the  least,  my  dear  sir.  Pray  fill 
another  glass,  Mr.  Titmouse!  You  see 
Mr.  Quirk  is  quite  a  man  6f  business — ^and 
oar  profession  too  often  affords  instances  of 
persons  whose  hearts  contract  as  their 
punes  expand,  Mr.  Titmouse— ha,  ha! 
Indeed,  those  who  make  their  money  as 
hard  as  Mr.  Quirk  (who,  between  ourselves, 
dare  not  look  at  a  gallows,  or  the  hulks,  or 
a  map  of  Botany  Bay,  or  the  tread-mill,  or 
the  stocks,  or  fifty  prisoners  in  the  face,  for 
the  wrong  he  has  done  them)  are  apt  to  be 
slow  at  parting  with  it,  and  very  suspi- 
cious.** 

"Well,  I  hope  no  offence,  sir;  but  really 
I  thought  as  much,  directly  I  saw  that  old 
gent." 

*^  Ah — ^but  now  he  is  embarked,  heart  and 
•Dul,  in  the  affair.** 

**No!  /«  he  reaUy,  sirl**  inquired  Tit- 
mouse, eagerly. 

"That  is,'*  replied  Gammon,  quickly, 
*<  so  long  as  I  am  at  his  elbow,  urgmff  him 
on — for  he  wants  some  one,  who— -hem! 
In  fact,  my  dear  sir,  ever  since  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  make  the  discovery,  which 
happily  brought  us  acquainted  with  each 
other,  Mr.  Titmouse** — It  was  old  Quirk 
who  had  made  the  discovery,  and  Gammon 
who  had  from  the  first  thrown  cold  water 
on  it—"  I  have  been  doing  all  I  could  v/ith 
him,  and  I  trust  I  may  say,  have  at  last 
licked  the  thing  into  shape.** 

"1*11  take  my  oath,  sir,**  said  Titmouse, 
excitedly,  "I  never  was  so  much  struck 
with  any  one  in  all  my  bom  days  as  I  was 
yith  you,  sir,  when  you  first  came  to  my 
emp — to  Mr.  Tagrag^,  sir — Lord,  sir,  how 
uncommon  sharp  you  seemed  !**  Gammop 
smiled  with  a  deprecating  air,  and  sipped 
hiif  wine  in  silence;  but  there  was  great 


and  feaif,  were  rapidly  sublimiqi;  iiito^^ 
reverence  for  Gammon !  •  ♦  •  * 
"  I  certainly  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Quirki 
that  the  difiiculties  in  our  way  a!!«  of  the 
most  serious  description.  To  speak,  for  aa 
instant  only,  of  the  risk  we  ourselves  incur 

Sersonally — would  you  believe  it,  my  deai 
fr.  Titmouse,  in  such  a  disgraceful  stale 
are  our  laws,  that  we  can't  gratify  our  feel- 
ings by  taking  up  your  cause,  without  ren- 
dering ourselves  liable  to  imprisomnent  foi 
Heaven  knows  how  long,  and  a  fine  that 
would  be  ruin  itself,  if  we  should  be  foond 
out  !'* 

Titmouse  continued  silent,  his  wine-glasi 
in  his  hand  arrested  in  its  way  to  his 
mouth ;  which,  toother  ^with  his  eyes 
were  opened  to  their  widest  extent,  as  he 
stared  with  a  kind  of  horror  upon  Mr.  Gaiii- 
mon^  ".^re  we,  then,  unreasonable,  my 
dear  sir,  in  entreating  you  to  be  cautious- 
nay,  in  insisting  on  your  compliance  with 
our  wishes,  in  all  that  we  shall  deem  pro- 
dent  and  necessary,  when  not  only  your 
own  best  interests,  but  our  characters,  lihe^ 
ties,  and  fortunes  are  staked  on  the  issue  of 
this  great  entefj)rise  11am  sure,*'  continued 
Gammon,  with  great  emotion,  **you  will 
feel  for  us,  Mr.  Titmouse.  I  see  yon  do  !** 
Gammon  put  his  hand  over  his  eyes,  ia 
order,  apparently,  to  conceal  his  emotioiL 
and  also  to  observe  what  effect  he  had  pro- 
duced upon  Titmouse.  The  conjoint  in- 
fluence of  Gammon's  wine  and  eloquence 
not  a  little  agitated  Titmouse,  in  whose  eyes 
stood  tears/ 

"  1*11  do  any  thing — anything,  sir,*'  hiD 
almost  sobbed. 

"Oh!  all  we  wish  is  to  be  allowed  to 
serve  you  effectually ;  and  to  enable  us  to 

do  that '* 

.  "  Tell  me'to  be  hid  in  a  coal-hole,  and  see 
if  1  won't  do  it*' 

"  What !  a  coal-hole  1 — Would  yon,  then, 
even  stop  at  Dowlas,  Tagrag  &  Co.*s  V* 

"  Ye-e-e-e-s,  sir — ^hem !  hem !  That  19, 
till  the  tenth  of  next  month,  when  my  time's 
up.*' 

"  Ah ! — ay ! — oh,  I  understand !  Another^ 
glass,  Mr.  Titmouse,**  said.  Gammon,  pomr-" 
ing  himself  out  some  more  wine ;  and  ob- 
serving, while  Titmouse  followed  his  ex- 
ample, that  there  was  an  unsteadiness  in 
his  motions  of  a  very  different  description 
from  that  which  he  had  exhibited  at  the 
commencement  of  the  evening — at  the  same 
time  wondering  what  the  deuce  tliey  should 
do  with  him  after  the  tenth, 

"  You  see,  /  have  the  utmost  confidence  in 
you,  and  had  so  from  the  first  happy  mcmgjb 
when  we  met;  but  Mr.  Quirk  is  rauy 


^weetnesa  in  the  expression  of  his  counte-  \  «ua In  a\vot\-,  Vi  ^^i^^ wyX  T£s^a\wA«%^*|r   | 

Poor  Titmoaae^B   doubts,  hopea, \  ing  (ja» lMi  s^^s^^'V^t .  ^miVSa  ^xaassv^ w^ 
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J9a  riuwld  giTo  A  wriUin  pronuse.''  (Tit- 
mouse look^  eagerly  about  for  writing  ma* 
tedala.)  *'  No,  not  now,  but  in  a  day  or  two^a 
time.  I  confess,  my  dear  Mr.  Titmouse,  if 
i  might  haTe  decided  on  the  matter,  I  should 
have  been  satisfied  with  your  Terbal  pro- 
mise; but,  I  must  say,  Mr.  Quirk^s  gray 
hairs  seem  to  have  made  him  quite— eh? 
you  understand  1  donH  you  think  so,  Mr. 
Titmouse  V 

^*  To  be  sure !  *poo  my  honour,  Mr.  Gam- 
m^  !*^  replied  Titmouse,  not  very  distinctly 
understanding,  however,  what  he  was  so 
enerffetically  assenting  to. 

"  I  dare  say  you  wonder  why  we  wish 
you  to  stop  a  few  months  longer  at  your 
present  hiding-place-— at  Dowlases  V* 

*'  CanH  after  the  tenth  of  next  month,  sir." 

«« But  as  soon  as  we  be?in  to  fire  off  our 
pins  against  the  enemy— -Lord,  my  dear  sir, 
if  they  could  only  find  out,  you  know,  where 
to  get  at  you — you  would  never  live  to  en- 
joy your  ten  thousand  a  year.  They'd  either 
poison  or  kidnap  you — get  you  out  of  the 
^  way,  unless  yoirkeep  out  of  their  way:  and 
if  you  will  but  consent  to  keep  snuff  at 
Dowlas's  for  a  while,  who'd  suspect  where 
you  wast  We  could  easily  arrange  with 
your  friend  Tngng  that  you  should " 

**  M  V  stars !  I'd  give  something  to  hear 
you  tell  Tagrag— why,  I  wonder  what  he'll 
do!" 

**  Make  you  very  comfortable,  and  let  you 
have  your  own  way  in  every  thing." 

**  Go  to  the  play,  for  instance,  whenever  I 
want,  and  do  all  that  sort  of  thing?" 

'*  Nay,  try !  any  thing ! — And  as  for  mo- 
ney, I've  persuaded  Mr.  Qturk  to  consent  to 
our  advancing  you  a  certain  sum  per  week, 
from  the  present  time,  while  the  cause  is 
going  on,''  (Titmouse's  heart  began  to  beat 
fast,)  ^'  in  order  to  place  you  a\>ove  absolute 
inconvenience;  and  when  you  consider  the 
awful  sums  we  shall  have  to  disburse— cash 
out  of  pocket^(counsel,  you  know,  will  not 
open  their  lips  under  a  guinea)^-for  court- 
fees,  and  other  indispensable  matters,  I 
should  candidly  say  that  four  thousand 
pounds  of  hard  cash  out  of  pocket,  advanced 
oy.  our  firm  in  your  case,  would  be  the  very 
lowest.'*  (Titmouse  stared  at  him  with  an 
expression  of  stupid  wonder.)  "  Yes — four 
thousand  pounds,  Mr.  Titmouse,  at  the  veiy 
least— the  very  least."  Again  he  paused, 
keenly  scrutinizing  Titmouse's  features  by 
the  li?ht  of  the  candles  which  just  then 
were  brought  in.  <^You  seem  surprised, 
Blr.  Titmouse." 

**  Why — ^why-— Where's  all  the  money  to 
oome  fifom,  su?"  exclaimed  Titmouse, 
aghast. 

•^Ah }  thatb,  indeed,  a  fearful  question,'* 
nfplied  GammqOf  with  a  yery  sedans  air ; 


^bttt  at  my  request,  our  fimi  has  agreed  to 
make  the  necessary  advances ;  and  also  (fer 
/  could  not  bear  the  sight  of  your  distress, 
Mr.  Titmouse!)  to  supply  your  necessities 
liberally,  in  the  mean  time,  as  I  was  say 
ing." 

*'*'  Won't  you  take  another  glass  of  wine« 
Mr.  Gammon?"  suddenly  inquired  Tit 
mouse,  with  a  confident  air. 

"  With  all  my  heart,  Mr.  Titmouse !  I'm 
delighted  that  you  approve 'of  it.  I  paid 
enough  for  it,  I  can  warrant  you." 

"  Cuss  me  if  ever  I  tasted  such  wine!-^ 
Uncommon !  Come — ^no  heeltaps,  Mr.  Gam- 
mon—here goes — let's  drink— success  to 
the  affair." 

"With  all  my  heart,  my  dear  sir — with 
all  my  heart.  Success  to  the  thing — amen!" 
and  Gammon  drained  his  glass;  so  did 
Titmouse.  "  Ah !  Mr.  Titmouse,  you'll 
soon  have  wine  enough  to  float  a  frigate-^ 
and,  indeed,  what  notr— with  ten  thousand 
a  year?" 

"  And  all  the  accumulations,  you  know— 
ha,  ha !" 

«« Yes — ^to  be  sure— accumulations.  The 
sweetest  estate  that  is  to  be  found  in  all 
Yorkshire.  Gracious,  Mr.  Titinoaoe !"  con- 
tinued Gammon,  with  an  excited  &ir, "  what 
may  you  not  do?  Go. where  you  like-*do 
what  you  like— get  into  Parliaments-marry 
some  lovely  woman !" 

"Lord,:  Mr.  Ganmion!  you  ain't  dream- 
ing? Nor  I?  But  now.  in  course,  you 
must  be  paid  handsome  for  your  trouble ! 
Only  say  how  much — name  your  sum! 
What  you  please !  You  only  give  me  all 
you've  said." 

"For  my  part,  I  wish  to  rely  entirely  on 
your  mere  word  of  honour,  between  gen- 
tlemen, you  know — my  dear  sir." 

"  You  only  try  me,  sir." 

"  But  you  see,  Mr.  Quirk's  getting  old, 
and  naturally  is  anxious  to  provide  for  those 
whom  he  will  leave  behind  him — and  so 
Mr.  Snap  agreed  with  him— two  to  one 
against  me,  Mr.  Titmouse— of  course  they 
carried  the  day — ^two  to  one." 

"  Only  say  the  figure." 

"  A  single  year's  income,  only— ten  thon- 
sandpounds  will  hardly ^'* 

"  Ten  thousand  pounds !  By  jingo,  that 
tit  a  slice  out  of  the  cake." 

"  A  mere  crumb,  my  dear  sir !— a  trifle ! 
Why,  we  are  going  to  give  you  that  sum  at 
least  every  year— and,  indeed,  it  was  sug- 
gested to  our  firm,  that  unlesSiyou  gave  us  al 
least  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  pounds 
— >in  fact,  we  were  reconmiended  to  look  qut 
for  some  other  heir." 

"  It's  not  to  be  vVvom'^L^X  o^^%vl^ 
1     "  So  1  M\<i\  ^m\  ^a  lot  ^V3w\^\\\s^— 
I  to  be  a>ixe  \«e  %\v^  \3k.w^^  ova»^H«a.\ft\w*p 
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fovr  large  tmns  to  oany  on  the  war— «]kl 
wiless  we  haTe  yoar  bond  for  at  least  ten 
thousand  pounds,  we  cannot  raise  m  far- 
thinff." 

**H8ngM  if  joa  8hali*t  do  what  you  like ! 
Gire  me  your  hand,  and  do  what  you  like, 
Gsmmon  !*' 

<*  Thank  yon.  Titmouse !  How  I  like  a 
glass  of  wine  with  a  friend  in  this  ouiet 
way!— you*ll  always  find  me  rejoiced  to 
show " 

**  Y  our  hand !  By  George— didnH  I  take 
« lik  ing  to  you  from  the  first !  But  to  speak 
my  mind  a  bit— as  for  Mr.  Quirk — excuse 
m»— but  he*s  a  cur— 43ur— cur— cur-mud- 
geon — ^hem  !'* 

<^  Hope  youWe  not  been  so  imprudent,  my 
dear  Titmouse,'*  threw  in  Gammon,  rather 
anzionslj,  **as  to  borrow  money,  ehV* 

**  Devil  knows,  and  devil  careft!  No 
sismp,  I  know — bang  up  to  the  mark'*— 
Iwre  he  winked  an  eye,  and  put  his  finger 
to  his  nose^— ^*wide  awake^Huck— mek— 
«ck— uck !  how  his  name  sti — sticks.  Your 
hand.  Gammon — ^here— this,  this  way*— tol 
de  rol,  tol  derol— ha!  ha!  ha!— what  are 
you  bobbing  your  head  about  for!  The 
floor — ^how  funny— at  sea— here  we  go  up, 
up,  up— here  we  go  down,  down— oh  dear !" 
*^e  clapped  his  hand  to  his  head. 

PjTthagoras  has  finely  observed,  that  a 
man  is  not  to  be  considered  dead  drunk  till 
he  lies  on  the  floor,  and  stretches  out  his 
arms  and  legs  to  prevent  his  going  lower. 

See-saw,  see-iaw,  up  and  down,  up  and 
down  went  every  thing  about  him.  Now 
he  felt  sinking  through  the  floor,  then  gen- 
tly rising  to  the  ceiling.  Gammon  seemed 
getting  into  a  mist,  and  waving  about  the 
candles  in  it.  Mr.  Titmouse's  head  swam ; 
his  chair  seemed  to  be  resting  on  the  i^ves 
iif  the  sea. 

**rm  afraid  the  room's  rather  close,  Mr. 


Titmouse,'*  hastily  obserrad  Gammcm,  f&^ 
oeiving  from  Titmouse's  sudden  tpaleMi 
and  silenoe,  but  too  evident  symptoms  thai 
his  powerful  intellect  was  for  a  while  pais* 
lyied.  Gammon  started  to  the  window 
and  opened  it.  Paler,  however,  and  paki 
became  Titmouse.  Gammon's  gaoie  wm 
up  much  sooner  than  he  had  calculated  on. 

**  Mrs.  Mumps !  Mrs.  Mumns !  order  a 
coach  instantly,  and  tell  TomKins"  (that 
was  the  inn  porter)  *<  to  get  his  son  ready 
to  go  home  with  this  gentleman— -he's  not 
very  well."  He  was  obeyed.  It  was,  in 
truUi,  all  up  with  Titmouse— at  least  for  t 
while. 

As  soon  as  Gammon  had  thus  got  rid  of 
his  distinguished  guest,  he  ordered  the  tab]« 
to  be  cleared  of  the  glasses,  and  tea  to 
be  ready  within  half  an  hour.  He  thai 
walked  oat  to  enjoy  the  cool  evening;  oa 
retuminff,  sat  pleasantly  sipping  his  toSi 
now  ana  then  dipping  into  the  edifying 
columns  of  the  Sunday  Fkuk^  but  oftoul 
ruminating  upon  his  recent  conversatioa 
with  Titmouse,  and  speculating  upon  in 
possible  lesalts;  and  a  little  after  ekvea 
o'clock,  that  good  man,  at  peace  with  aB 
the  worid— calm  and  serene— retired  to  re- 

Sose.  He  had  that  night  rather  a  singula! 
ream ;  it  was  of  a  sn^e  encircling  a  mon> 
key,  as  if  in  gentle  and  playful  embrace.— i 
Suddenly  tightening  its  folds,  a  crackling 
sound  was  heard ; — ^the  writhing  coils  wera 
then  slowly  unwound— 4nd,  with  a  shudder* 
he  beheld  the  monster  licking  over  the  mo* 
tionless  figure,  till,  it  was  covered  with  s 
viscid  slime.  Then  the  serpent  began  to 
devour  its  prey;  and,  when  gorged  and 
helpless,  behold,  it  was  immediately  ftllea 
upon  by  two  other  snakes.  To  his  distuihed 
fancy,  there  was  a  dun  reseint)lance  betwesB 
their  heads  and  those  of  Quirk  and  Snap- 
he  .woke— thank  God !  it  was  only  a  dream! 


CHAPTER  IV. 


WnwHn  after  his  return  from  Mr.  Gam- 
mon's chambera,  at  Thavies'  Inn,  Titmouse 
woke  Et  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  he 
was  labouring  under  the  ordinary  effects  of 
unaccustomed  inebriety.  His  mouth  and 
tips  were  perfectly  parched,  there  was  a 
horrid  weight  pressing  on  his  aching  ejres, 
and  upon  his  throbbing  head.  His  pillow 
tieem&d  undaJating  beneath  him,  and  every 


momentary  nap  by  the  insupportable,  ths 
loathed  importunities  of  Mrs.  Souallop,lfaal 
he  would  just  sit  up  and  partaice  of^  thrss 
thick  rounds  of  hot  buttered  toast,  and  a 
great  basin  of  smoking  tea,  which  would  do 
him  so  much  good,  and  settle  his  stomaoh— 
at  all  events,  if  he'd  only  have  a  tfaimbla 
full  of  gin  in  it^-poor  Titmouse  was  fiuriy 
overcome.    He  lay  in  bed  all  that  day,  d«- 


<ftay  9wiminine  around  him :  but  when,  loi  ri«g  wVtV^  Vie  wv\crw«oX'^«n  ^w^^wv^^^Bst- 
innra  the  wb^e,  be  waa  roiwed  from  &\Vbo\  aaadxwaatuQX^BQWsw 
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he  hegAn  to  have  any  tbingr  Kke  e  distiiict 
recollection  of  the  ereniii^  be  had  spent 
with  Mr.  Gammon ;  who,  by  the  way,  bad 
aent  one  of  the  clerks  daring  the  afVemoon, 
to  inquire  after  him.  He  did  not  get  oat  of 
bed  on  the  Tuesday  till  past  twelve  o'clock, 
when,  in  a  very  rickety  condition,  he  made 
his  appearance  at  the  shop  of  Messrs.  Dow- 
las &  Co.;  on  approaching  which  he  felt  a 
sudden  (aintness,  arising  from  mingled  ap- 
prehension and  disffust. 

**  What  are  you  doing  here,  sir  ?— You're 
no  longer  in  my  employment,  sir,"  exclaim- 
ed Tagrag,  attemptms  to  speak  calmly,  as 
be  hurried  down  the  shop  to  meet  l^tmouse, 
and  planted  himself  right  in  the  way  of  his 
languid  and  pallid  shopman. 

»i  Sir  !" — faintly  exclaimed  Tj^tmonse, 
with  his  hat  in  his  hand. 

**  Very  much  obliged,  sir — ^rery !  by  the 
offer  of  your  valuable  services,"  said  Tag- 
lag.  •*  Bulr^kafi  the  way  out  ^in,  sir- 
that  ! — ^there ! — ^good  morning,  sir ! — ^that's 
the  way  out" — and  he  edged  on  Titmouse, 
till  he  had  got  him  fairly  into  the  street — 
with  infinite  difficulty  restraining  himself 
from  giving  him  a  parting  kick.  Titmouse 
stood  for  a  moment  before  the  door,  trem- 
bling and  aghast,  looking  in  a  bewildered 
manner  at  Uie  shop :  but  Tagrag  again 
makine  his  appearance.  Titmouse  slowly 
walked  away  and  returned  to  his  lodgings. 
Oh  that  Mr.  Gammon  had  witness^  me 
scene — thought  he— and  so  have  been  satis- 
fied that  it  had  been  Tagrag  who  had  put 
an  end  to  his  services,  not  he  himself  who 
had  quitted  it ! 

The  next  day,  about  the  same  hour,  Mr. 
Gammon  made  his  appearance  at  Messrs. 
Dowlas  and  Company's,  and  inquired  for 
Mr.  Tagrag,  who  presently  presented  him- 
self, and  recognising  Mr.  Uammon,  who 
naturally  reminded  hmi  of  Titmouse,  chang- 
ed colour  a  little. 

•*  What  did  you  please  to  want,  sir?"  in- 
quired Mr.  TVigrag,  with  a  would-be  reso- 
lute air,  twirling  round  his  watch-key  with 
some  energy. 

••  Only  a  few  minutes'  conversation,  sir, 
if  you  please,"  said  Mr.  Gammon,  with 
such  a  si£fniiicant  manner  as  a  little  disturb- 
ed Mr.  Tagrag;  who,  with  an  ill-support- 
ed sneer,  bowed  very  low,  and  led  the  way 
to  his  own  little  room.  Having  closed  the 
door,  he,  with  an  exceedingly  civil  air,  beg- 
ged Mr.  Gammon  to  be  seated ;  and  then 
occupied  the  chair  opposite  to  him,  and 
awaited  the  issue  with  ill-disgnised  anxiety. 

**  I  am  very  sorry,  Mr.  Tagraff,"  com- 
menced Gammon,  witii  his  nsufu  elegant 
and  feelinflr  manner,  ^diat  any  misnnder- 
statdiflg  ahoald  hare  arisen  between  joa 
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""You're  a  lawyer,  s!ir,  1  suppose  t"    Hr 
Gammon  bowed.    **  Then  you  must  know, 
sir,^lhat  there  ate  always  two  sides  to  a 
iquanal.*' 

"  Yes — ^you  are  nVht,  Mr.  Tagrag :  and, 
having  already  heard  Mr.  .Titmouse's  ver- 
sion, may  I  be  favoured  with  your  account 
<A  your  reasons  for  dismissing  him  ?  For 
he  tells  us  that  yesterday  you  dismbsed  \ 
hfan  suddenly  from  your  employment,  with- 
out eivinff  him  any  wam-^  ' 

"So  I  did,  sir;  and  what  o^th^rt?"  in- 
quired Tagrag,  tossing  his  head  With  an  air 
of  defiance.    "  Things  are  come  to  a  pretty 

Sass  indeed,  when  a  man  can^t  dismiss  a 
runken,  idle,  impudent  vagabond." 

"  Do  you  seriously  charge  him  wifli  b»- 
ing  such  a  character,  and  can  you  prwoe  your 
charges,  Mr.  Tagrag  1"  inquired  Gammon, 
gravely. 

"  Prove  *em !  y|p,  shr,  a  hundred  times 
over ;  so  will  my  young  men." 

"  And  in  a  Court  of  justice,  Mr.  Tagrag  1'* 

**0h!  he's  going  to  law^  is  he  T  Tliafs 
why  you're  come  here— ah,  ah !  when  you 
can  make  a  sUk  purse  out  of  a  sow^s  ear, 
vou  may  get  your  bill  out  of  Mr.  Tittlebat 
fltmousc  1 — ^ha,  ha,  ha !"  laijghed  Tagrag, 
hoping  thereby  to  conceal  how  much  he  was 
really  startled. 

••Well— that's  our  look-out,  Mr.  Tag- 
rag  :  to  Mr.  Titmouse,  his  character  is  as 
valuable  as  Mr.  TafiTag*8  is  to  him.  In 
short,  he  has  placed  liimself  in  our  hands, 
and  we  are  resolved  to  go  on  with  the  case  if 
it  costs  us  a  hundred  pounds — ^we  are  indeed, 
Mr.  Tagrag."  v 

"  Why — ^he's  not  a  penny  in  the  world  to 
go  to  law  with !"  exclaimed  Tagrag,  with 
an  air  of  mingled  wonder  and  contempt. 

"But  you  forget,  Mr.  7\igrag,that  if  Mr. 
Titmouse's  account  shall  turn  out  to  be  cor- 
rect, it  will  be  your  pocket  that  must  pay 
all  the  expenses,  amounting  probably  to 
twentjr  times  the  sum  whi(m  a  juiy  may 
award  to  Mr,  Titmouse." 

"Law,  sir! — ^It's  not  justice — ^I  hate 
law — give  me  common  sense  and  common 
honesty !" 

"  Both  of  them  would  condemn  your  con- 
duct, Mt.  Tagrag ;  for  I  have  heard  a  full 
account  of  what  Mr.  'Htmouse  has  stifiered 
at  your  hanids— -of  ^e  cause  of  your  sudden 
warning  to  him,  and  your  stHl  mors  sudden 
dismissal  of  yesterday.  Oh,  Mr.  Tagrag! 
upon  my  honour,  it  wonH  do— not  for  a 
moment— and  should  you  go  on,  rely  upon 
what  I  tell  you,  that  it  will  cost  you  dear.^' 
I  "And  suppose,  sir,"  said  Tagrag,  in  a 
I  would-be  contAttv^tatrci^  Xwtvfe — -^^X  ^^^^ 

1  whicK  of  xia  If \\\  \wi\L  ^T«sK3  ^«^.  ^^^^ 
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ityow  hamoar,  I  can  only  assare  yon  that 
Mr.  Titmouse  defies  you  to  prove  any  mie- 
conduct  on  his  part.  We  have  taken  up 
hia  cau8e«  and,  as  you  may  perhaps  find, 
we  shall  not  eaisily  let  it  drop. 

**  I  mean  no  omsnce,  sir.''  said  Tagrag*, 
in  a  mitigated  tone ;  **  but  I  must  say,  that 
ever  since  you  came  here,  Titmouse  has 
been  quite  another  person.  He  seems  not 
to  know  who  I  am,  nor  to  care  either— and 
he's  perfectly  unbearable." 

^  My  dear  sir,  what  has  he  uUd  or  done? 
—that,  you  know  is  what  you  must  be  pre- 
pared to  prove." 

**  Well,  sir,  and  whidi  of  us  is  likely  to 
be  the  best  off  for  witnesses W-Think, of 
that,  fir, — ^I've  eighteen  young  men  *  »  " 

**We  shall  chance  that,  sir,"  replied 
Grammon, ^shrugging  his  shoulders:  "but 
agiin.1  ask,  what  did  you  dismiss  him  fort 
and  1  request  a  plain,  straightforward  an- 
s\^6r  " 

<«  What  did  I  dismiss  him  for  1  Haven't 
I  eyes  and  ears  1 — ^First  and  foremost,  he's 
the  most  odious  mannered  fellow  I  ever  came 
near— rand — he  hadn't  a  shirt  to  his  back,« 
when  I  first  took  him-— the  ungrateful 
wretch!  Sir,  it's  not  against  the  laW,  I 
suppose,  to  hate  a  man  ;-^-and  if  it  isn't, 
how  1  hate  Titmouse !" 

^'Mr.  Tsgrag,"-^said  Gammon,  lower* 
ing  his  voice,  and  looking  very  earnestly  at 
his  companioiy— "  can  I  say  a  word  to  you 
in  confiaence— the  strictest  confidence  ?" 

"  What's  it  about,  sir,"  inquired  Tagrag, 
with  an  apprehensive  air. 

"  I  dare  say  you  ma^  have  felt,  perhaps, 
rather  surprised  at  the  mterest  which  (-—in 
fact  our  office,  the  office  of  Quirk,  Gammon 
and  Snap,  in  Saffron  Hill— -appear  t6  have 
taken  in  Mr.  Titmouse." 

**  Why,  sir,  it's  your  look-out  to  see  how 
you're  to  be  paid  for  what  you're  doing, — 
and  1  dare  say  lawyers  generally  keep 
a  pretty  sharp  look-out  in  that  direction." 

Gammon  smiled,  and  continued — "It 
may,  perhaps,  a  little  surprise  you,  Mr. 
Tagiag,  to  bear  that  your  present  (ought  1 
to  say, your  laU?)  shopman,  Mr.  Tittlebat 
Titmouse,  is  at  this  moment  probably  the 
very  luckiest  man  in  this  kingaom." 

"Why — you  don't  mean  to  say  he's 
drawn  a  prize  in  the  lottery  V— exclaimed 
Tagrag,  priddng  up  his  ears. 

"  Pbo !  my  d^  sir,  thai  is  a  mere  trifle 
compared  with  the  good  fortune  that  has  be- 
fidlen  him.  I^e  turns  out  to  be  the  un- 
d/)uoted  owner  of  an  estate  worth  at  least 
^cn  thousand  a  year,  besides  a  great  accn- 
malatif^n  ofieaaj  money  J*^ 
''Tea  thoasaad  a  year,  sir!— My  TiU 
mouse  I^TUdeb^t  Titmoiise !— Ten  ihou- 


"I  have  as  little  doubt  of  tlie  fiu^t,  asi 
have  that  you  yesterday  turned  him  out  of 
doors." 

"But— who  could  have  dreamt  iti  How 
was — how  was  I  to  know  it}" 

"That's  the  fact,  however,"  said  Gan- 
man,  shrugging  his  shoulders.  Tagiag 
wriggled  about  m  his  chair,  put  his  hands 
in  and  out  of  his  pockets,  scratched  his 
head,  and  continued  staring  open-mouthed 
at  the  bearer  of  such  astonishing  intelli- 
genee.  "Perhaps  all  this  is  meant  as  a 
joke,  sir," — said  he—"  if  so— it's— it's— « 
very      ■ " 

"It's  one  of  his  solicitoia,  who  were  fi«>- 
tunate  enough  to  make  the  diecovefy,  that 
tells  you.  1  solemnly  assure  yoi^  of  the 
fact,  Mr;  Tagrs^.  Ten  thousand  a  year,  at 
the  least,  is  Mr.  Titmouse  now  the  nsl 
owner  of." 

"Why,  that's  two  hundred  thousaad 
pounds,  sir!"— exclaimed  Tagrag,  with  aa 
awe-struck  air. 

"  At  the  very  least        " 

"  Lord,  Mr.  Gamnton ! — Excusa  me,  sir, 
but  how  c2m2  you  find  it  out  1*^ 

"  Mere  accident — mere  accident,  sir." 

"  And  does  Mr.  Titmouse  know  it  I" 

"  Ever  since  the  day  after  that  on  whicii 
Ix^lled  on  him  here." 

"  You  don't  say  so !" — Tagrag  continued 
silent  for  nearly  a  minute,  evidently  amased 
beyond  all  power  of  expression. 

"  Weli,''—4Lt  length  he  observed— ^1 
will  say  this-— he's  the  most  amiable  young 
gentlemai>— the  very  amiablcst  young  gentle- 
man I— ever— came  near.  I  always  thott|;]il 
there  was  something  uncommon  supeno^ 
like  in  his  looks." 

"  Yes— I  think  he  u  of  rather  an  amiable 
turn,"  observed  Gammon,  with  an  exprei* 
sive  smile—"  and  so  intelligent         " 

"Intelligent!  Mr.  Gammon!  you  should 
only  have  known  him  as  I  have  knowp 
him  \ — ^Well,  to  be  sure : — Lord !  His  only 
fault  was,  that  he  was  above  his  business; 
bu$  when  one  comes  to  think  of  it,  how 
could  it  be  otherwise  1  From  the  timel 
first  clapped  eyes  on  him — I^-I — knew  he 
was— a  superior  ardcl&--4iuite  superioi^ 
you  know  what  I  mean,  sir  1 — He  couldnH 
help  it,  of  course. — ^To  be  sure— ^he  never 
was  much  liked  by  the  other  young  men; 
but  that  was  all  jealousy !  all  jealousy ;  I 
saw  that  all  the  while."  Here  he  looked  at 
the  door,  and  added  in  a  very  low  tone, 
"Many  sleepless  nights  has  their  bad  treat- 
ment of  Mr.  Titmouse  cost  me!*— Even  1* 
now  and  then,  used  to  look  and  speak  aharp- 
ly  to  him— just  to  keep  him  aa  it  were, 
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Mn.  TamglheTerf  firatday  lie  euneto 
ne,  tiiat  be  was  aBentleman  boro— or  ought 
to  hare  been  one.'^ 

Now,  do  you  soppoee,  aeate  reader,  that 
Mr.  Teigrag  wae  insinoere  in  all  this  f  By 
no  means.  He  spoke  the  real  dictates  of 
bis  heart,  unaware  of  the  sudden  chance 
which  had  taken  place  in  his  feelings.  It 
aertainly  has  an  ugly  look— but  it  was  the 
mature  of  the  betut ;  his  eye  soddenlT  caught 
a  glimpse  of  the  golden  calf,  and  he  in- 
stinctively fell  down  and  worshipped  it. 
**  Well — at  all  eTents,**  said  Mr.  Cammon, 
scarcely  able  to  keep  a  serious  expression 
<m  his  face— >*  thourii  not  a  gentleman  born 
he'll  Hve  like  a  gentleman— and  spend  his 
money  like  one,  too.'* 

*•! — L— dare  say — ^he  will! — ^I  wonder 
how  he  will  get  through  a  quarter  of  it! — 
what  do  yotf  think  heMl  do,  sir  1" 

**  Heaven  only  knows— -he  may  do  Just 
what  he  likes.*' 

**l  declare— I  feel  as  if  I  shouldn't  be 

Juite  right  again  for  the  rest  of  the  day ! — 
own  to  TOO,  sir,  that  all  yesterday  and  to- 
day I've  been  on  the  p<Hnt  of  going  to  Mr. 
Titmouse's  lodgings  to  apdogize  for— for 
Good  gracious  met  one  can't  take  it 
sU  in  at  once— Ten  thousand  a  year !— Ma- 
ny a  lord  hasn't  ffot  more— some  not  as 
much,  I'll  be  bound !— Dear  me,  what  will 
he  do  !-^Well,  ^foe  thing  I'am  msre  of— he'll 
never  have  a  truer  friend  than  plain  Thomas 
Tagiag,  though  I've  not  always  been  a 
flattefing  htm — ^I  respected  him  too  much ! — 
The  many  little  things  I've  borne  with  in 
Titmouse,  that  in  any  one  else  Fd  have- 
But  why  didn't  he  teU  me,  sir  1  We  should 
have  understood  one  another  in  a  moment." 
—Here  he  paused  abruptly;  for  his  breath 
seemed  suddenly  taken  away,  as  he  review- 
ed the  series  of  indignities  \<hich  he  had 
latterly  inflicted  on  litmouse— the  kind  of 
life  which  that  amiable  young  gentleman 
had  led  in  his  establishment 

Never  had  the  keen  Gammon  enjoyed 
any  thin^  more  exquisitely  than  the  scene 
which  I  have  been  desenoing.  To  a  man 
of  his  practical  sagacity  in  the  affairs  of  Hfe, 
awl  knowledge  of  human  nature,  nothing 
eonld  appear  more  ludicrously  contemptible 
than  the  conduct  of  poor  T^grrag.  How  dif- 
iBivntly  are  the  minus  of  men  constituted ! 
How  Gammon  despised  Tagrag!  and  how 
the  reader  must  respect  Gammon ! 

*^  JVbfs,  may  I  take  for  granted,  Mr.  Tag- 
rag, that  we  understand  each  other  1"in- 
qaued  Gammon. 

**Yes,  sir,"  replied  Tagrag,  meekly. 
«*Bat  do  you  think  Mr.  Titmouse  will  ever 
ftrffive  or  forget  the  little  misunderstanding 
tniymJmi^jbadt  If  J  oouJd  hot  explain  to 


him  how  Ihave  been  acting  a  part  toward^ 
him— all  for  his  good !" 

*«  You  may  have  opportunilies  for  doing 
so,  if  you  are  really  so  disposed,  Mr.  Tag^ 
rag;  u>r  I  have  something  seriously  to  pro- 
pose to  you.  Circumstances  render  it  desi- 
rable, that  for  some  little  time  this  important 
affair  should  be  kept  as  quiet  as  possi- 
ble; and  it  is  Mr.  Titmouse's  wish,  and 
ours— as  his  confidential  professional  advi- 
sers—that  for  some  few  months  he  should 
continue  in  your  establishment,  and  appa^ 
renthr  in  your  service  as  before." 

"In  my  service! — my  service!"  inter- 
rupted Tagrag,  opening  his  eyes  to  their 
utyaost.  **  I  shan't  know  how  to  behave  ii^ 
my  own  premises !  Have  a  man  Yr'ifii  ten 
thousand  a  year  behind  my  counter,  sir?  # 
might  as  well  have  the  Lord  Mayor !  Sir, 
it  cant— it  can't  be.  Now,  if  Mr.  Til- 
mouse  choose  to  become  a  partner  in  the 
house— ay,  there  lAght  be  something  in 
that— he  needn't  have  any  trouble— be  only 
a  sleeping  partner."  Tagjag  wanned  with 
the  thought.  *<  Really,  sir,  that  wouldn't 
he  so  much  amiss-^would  it  1"  Gammon 
assured  him  that  it  was  out  of  the  question ; 
and  gave  him  some  of  the  reasons  for  the 
proposal,  which  he  (Mr.  Gammon)  had 
oeen  making.  While  Gammon  fancied 
that  Tagrag  was  paying  profound  attention 
to  what  he  was  saying,  Tagrag's  thouffhts 
had  shot  far  ahead.  He  had  an  only  child— 
a  daughter,  about  twenty  years  old — Miss 
Tabitha  Tagrag;  and  the  delij^htiul  possi- 
bility of  her  by  and  by  becoming  Mrs.  Tit^ 
mouse,  put  her  amiable  parent  into  a  per^ 
spiration.  Into  the  propc«al  just  made  by 
Mr.  Gammon  he  fell  with  great  eagerness, 
which  be  attempted  to  conceal— for  what 
innumerable  opportunities  could  it  not  afford 
him  for  bringing  about  the  desire  of  his 
heart— for  throwing  the  lovely  jroung  couple 
into  each  other's  way,  endearing  them  to 
each  other!  Oh,  delightful!  It  really 
looked  almost  as  if  fate  had  determined 
that  the  thinor  should  come  to  pass !  If  Mr. 
^ntmouse  did  not  dine  with  him,  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Tagrag,  at  Satin  Lodge,  Clapham,  on 
the  very  next  Sunday,  it  should,  iSigragve- 
solved,  be  owing  to  no  fault  of  hS,  Mr. 
Gammon  having  arranged  every  thing  ex-  > 
actly  as  he  had  desire^  and  having  again 
enjoined  Mr.  Tagrag  to  absolute  secrecy, 
took  his  departure.  Mr.  Taeragt  in  his  ex- 
citement thrust  out  his  hand,  and  grasped 
that  of  Gammon,  which  was  extended  to- 
wards him  somewhat  coldly  and  reluctantly. 
Tagrag  attended  him  with  extreme  obsequi- 
ousness to  the  door ;  and  <»Lh^  4«^i«x^q3^s 
walk^  back  Ta.^\SV3  \o  V\a  «wft.  'tss«a.^'««^ 
I  sat  down  fox  liftwVi  >a^  Ui^tfwsi  va.  ^^«^ 
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tfiooglit.  Alrnptly  nsin?  at  len^,  he 
clapped  his  hat  on  his  heaa,and  saying  tfiat 
Be  snould  soon  he  hack,  homed  out  to  call 
ilpon  his  future  son-in-law,  full  of  affection- 
ate anxiety  concerning  his  health-— and  row- 
ing within  himself,  that  thenceforth  it  should 
he  the  study  of  his  life  to  make  his  daughter 
and  Titmouse  happy !  There  could  he  no 
douht  of  the  reality  of  the  erent  just  com- 
municated to  him  hy  Mr.  Gammon ;  for  he 
was  a  well-known  solicitor,  and  had  had  an 
interview  on  important  business  with  Tit- 
mouse a  fortnight  ago,  which  could  have 
heen  ahout  nothing  hut  the  prodfgious 
event  just  communicated  to  himself.  Such 
things  had  happened  to  others — why  not*to 

Sttlehat  Titmouse  ?    In  short,  Tagrag  had 
doubt  on  the  matter. 

He  found  Titmouse  not  at  home ;  so  left 
a  most  particular  civil  message,  half  a  do- 
zen times  repeated,  w\fh  Mrs.  Squallop— 
to  the  effect  that  he,  Mr.  IWrag,  shonla  he 
only  too  happy  to  see  Mr.  Titmouse  at  No. 
375  Oxford  Street,  whenever  it  might  suit 
his  convenience ;  that  he  was  most  deeply 
concerned  to  hear  of  Mr.  Titmouse^s  ii^ais- 
posiUon,  and  anxious  to  learn  from  himself 
that  he  had  recovered,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. ;— «11 
which,  together  with  one  or  two  other  little 
matters,  which  Mrs.  Sc^uallop  could  not 
help  putting  together,  satisfied  that  shrewd 
lady  that  **  something  was  in  the  wind 
^bout  Mr.  Titmouse ;''  and  made  her  reflect 
rather  anxiously  on  one  or  two  violent 
scenes  she  had  had  with  him,  and  which 
she  was  now  ready  entirely  to  forget  and 
forgive.  Havinff  thus  done  all  that  at 
present  was  in  his  power  to  forward  the 
tiling,  the  anxious  and  excited  Tagrag  re- 
turned to  his  sho]^ ;  on  entering  which,  one 
Lutc^trinfir,  his  pnncipal  younff  man,  eagnerly 
apprised  him  of  a  claim  which  he  ha3,  as 
he  ima^ned,  only  the  moment  before  estab- 
Ibhed  to  the  thanks  of  Mr.  Tagrag,  by 
having  '*  bundled  off*,  neck  and  crop*,  that 
hodious  Titmouse,**  who,  about  five  minutes 
before,  had,  it  seemed,  had  the  ^  impudence** 
to  Diesent  himself  at  the  shop-door,  and 
'walk  in  as  if  nothing  had  happened ! ! 
Titmouse  had  so  presented  himscSt,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  call  from  Mr.  Gammon,  im- 
mediately after  his  interview  witii  TVgrag. 
**You— ordered— Mr.  'ntmouse— offl** 
exclaimed  Tagrag,  starting  back  aghast, 
and  stopping  his  voluble  and  officioos  as- 
sistant 

"Of  course,  air— after  what  happened 
jester " 

•*  Who  authorized  ]roa,  Mr.  Lutestringt*' 
tnqaired  Tkgra^f  etnyhag  to  cholre  down  the 
nge  that  was  rising  within  him. 

'  Why,  BIT,  I  reaSy  mippoeed  that .'* 

Yoa  Buppoeed !    Yoa*re  a  meddlliiig, 
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impertineut,  disgusting *^—8tiddenly  his 
face  was  overspread  with  smilee,  as  Cms 
or  four  elegantiy  dressed  customers  entered, 
whom  he  received  with  profuse  obeisances. 
But  when  their  backs  were  torned,  he  <fi- 
rected  a  lightning  look  towards  Lutestring, 
and  retreated  once  more  to  his  room,  to 
meditate  on  the  agitating  events  of  the  last 
hour.  The  extraordinary  alteration  In  Mf 
Tagrag's  behaviour  was  attributed  by  Mi 
shopmen  to  his  having  been  frightened  bdl 
of  his  wits  by  tiie  threats  of  Titmouse's 
lawyer — for  such  it  was  clear  the  stranger 
was ;  and  more  than  one  of  them  stored  it 
up  in  their  minds  as  a  useful  t>recedeiit 
against  some  future  occasion. 

Twice  afterwards  dnrin?  the  day  difl 
Tagrag  call  at  Titmouse's  loSginss-— but  in 
vain ;  and  on  returning  the  tmnT  time  fdt 
not  a  littie  disquieted.  He  detenninod,  how- 
ever, to  call  the  first  thing  on  the  ensdng 
morning;  if  he  should  then  £U1  of  seeing 
Mr.  Titmouse,  he  was  resolved  to  go  to 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap— and 
besides,  address  t  very  afiectionate  letter  to 
Mr.  'Htmouse.  How  totally  changed  had 
become  his  feelings  towards  that  gentlemsi 
within  the  last  few  hours !  The  more  Tag* 
rag  reflected  on  THmouse'e  conduct,  & 
more  he  saw  in  it  to  approve  of.  Hon 
steady  and  regular  haa  he  been  in  liit 
habits!  how  civil  and  obliging!  how  pa 
tient  of  rebuke!  how  pleasing  in  his  man 
ners  to  the  customers!  Surely,  surely, 
thought  Tagrag,  Titmouse  canH  have  bees 
four  long  years  in  my  employ  withont  get 
ting  a— sort  of  a^— feeling-— of  attachment  U. 
me— he*d  have  left  long  ago  if  he  hadn^! 
It  was  trae  there  had  now  and  then  ben 
tiffb  between  them ;  but  who  could  agree 
always  ?  'Efen  Mrs.  Tagra?  and  he,  vraea 
they  were  courting,  often  fell  out  with  one 
another.  Tagrag  was  now  ready  to  forget 
and  forgive  ul — ^he  had  never  meant  &j 
harm  to  Titmouse.  He  believed  that  poor 
Tittiebat  was  an  orphan,  poor  soul !  ajone 
in  the  wide  world — now  he  would  becoms 
the  prey  of  designing  ftrangers.  TV^prag 
did  not  like  the  appearance  of  Gammon. 
No  doubt  that  person  would  try  and  in£|[<i* 
tiate  himself  as  much  as  possible  with  Tit 
mouse!  Then  Titmouse  was  retnarkaMy 
good-looking.  •«!  wonder  what  Tabby  wiH 
titink  of  him  when  she  sees  him  !**  How 
anxious  Tittiebat  must  be  to  see  her— JUi 
daughter!  How  could  Tagrag  make 
Tittlebat's  stay  at  his  premises  (for  hr 
coqld  not  bring  himself  to  believe  tiiat  m 
tiie  morrpw  he  could  not  set  all  right,  and 
disavow  the  impudent  coiiduet  of  Lute- 
atdti^  ^^;K«Qib\«  vcA  ^^^^L^tMl  Hs 
woulCL  tocYvM^  ^^  toX  cJl  >a»  ^^srack^wisa^ 
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^flmi  low  lo^gmSA.  poor  Tittlobat  lired  in ! 
VSTby  could  he  not  take  up  his  qoartarB  at 
iSatin  Lodge  t  They  always  had  a  nice 
spare  bed-room!  Ah!  thai  would  be  a 
stroke !  Hsw  Tabby  could  endear  herself 
to  hiin !  What  a  number  of  thinss  Mrs. 
Tsf  rag  could  do  to  make  him  comfortable ! 
About  aeyen  o^dock,  Tagrag  t^uitted  his 
premises  in  Oxford  Street,  for  his  country 
!iouse;  and  occupied  with  these  and  simi- 
Uur  delightful  and  anxious  thoughts  and 
ipeculations,  hurried  along  Oxford  Street 
in  his  way  to  the  Clapham  stase,  without 
Ihinkinff  of  his  urobreiia,  though  it  rained 
l^iBt,  When  he  had  taken  his  place  on  the 
coach-box,  beside  old  (/rack,  (as  he  had 
4oDe  almost  every  night  for  years,)  he  wa9 
so  unusually  silent,  that  Crack  naturally 
thought  his  best  passenger  was  going  to  be- 
QOioe  bankrupt,  or  compound  with  his  cre- 
iitors,  or  something  of  that  sort.  Mr.  Tag- 
lag  could  hardly  keep  his  temper  at  the 
slow  pace  old  Crack  was  driving  at— just 
when  Tagrag  could  have  wished  to  gallop 
tho  whole  way.    NpYf  ^^  *"*  Ai»Q£^nAt»^ 

lldUh.^  fnnrhJi^lfi^pPRB,  a«  \yhgn  tfyp  cnajr^h 

A|^  length  drew  up  before  *thsL  Httle  green 
l^d&^ufiuch  opened  on  tlie  nice  little  gravel 
walk,. which  led  up-  ,tp  the  Utile  green 
WQftden.- porch,  which  sheltered. Jhe  slim 
Hfii0c-v4H^  jBdmitteiLxou  ii\to  Satin  L£ti{ii:e. 
As  Tagmg  stood  for  a  moment  wiping  his 
wet  sho^  upon  the  mat  he  could  not  help 
pbaerving^  for  the  first  time,  by  the  invrard 
light  of  ten  thousand  a  year,  how  uncom- 
illjon  small  the  passage  was — and  thinking 
that  it  would  never  do,  when  he  should  be 
the  father-in-law  of  a  man  worth  ten  thou- 
aand  a  year — he  could  easily  let  that  house, 
and  take  a  large  one.  As  he  hung  his.  hat 
upon  the  peg,  the  mischievous  insolence  of 
Liutestring  occurred  to  him ;  and  hs  deposi- 
ted such  a  prodigious  execration  upon  that 
gentleman^s  name,  as  must  have  sunk  a  far 
njKne  buoyant  sinner  many  fathoms  deeper 
than  usual,  into  a  certain  hot  and  deep 
]4ace  that  shall  be  nameless. 

Mrs.  and  Miss  Tagrag  were  sitting  in 
the  front  parlour,  intending  to  take  tea  as 
soon  as  Mr.  Tagrag  shoiud  have  arrived. 
(t  was  not  a  large  room,  but  furnished  preV- 
COjf  according  to  the  taste  of  the  owners.' 
Diere  was  omy  one  window,  and  it  had  a 
iaunting  while  summer  curtain.  The  walls 
were  ornamented  with  three  pictures,  in 
sflavily  gilt  frames,  being  portraits  of  Mr., 
Mrs.,  and  Miss  Tagrag,  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
•ay  mora  of  these  pictures,  than  that  in  each 
of  them  the  drcn  waa  done  with  singular 
exactness  and  fidelity-^tiie  &oea  seeming 
to  hare  been  painted  in,  in  order  to  flom- 
p]0$0  ihe  thiog.    The  $kinny  little  Miat 


Tpfxaigv  sat  at  thoHronHmt  Jifigling  plaao 
forte, playing-— oh, horrid  and  dolefulsound ! 
The  Bailie  ^  Prague.  Mrs.  Tagrag,  a  fiu, 
showily  drMsed  woman,  of  about  mly,  her 
oap  having  a  prodigious  number  of  arUficiai 
flowers  in  it,  sat  reading. 

••  Well,  Dolly,  how  are  you  to-night?" 
inquired  Tagrag^  with  unusual  briskness^ 
on  entering  Uie  room. 

^Toler^le,  thank  you.  Tag,"  replied 
Mrs.  Tagrag,  mournfully,  wiUi  a  si^ 
closing  the  cheerful  volume  she  had  been 
perusing — it  having  been  recommended  the 
preceding  Sunday  from  the  pulpit  by  its 
pious  and  gifted  author,  Mr.  Horror,  to  bii 
read  and  prayed  over  every  day  by  eveir 
member  ot  his  congregation. 

**  And  how  are  ^ou,  Tabby  1"  said  Tag- 
rag,  addressing;  his  daughter.  ^*  Come  and 
kiss  me,  you  little  fh|iB^ome  I^' 

"  No  I  sha'n\  pa !  Do  let*me  go  on  with, 
my  practising"-— and  twang !  twang !  went 
those  infiumai  k^^ 

«« D^ye  hear,  Tab  1  Come  and  kiss  me* 
you  litde  minx—" 

^*  Really,  pa,  how  provoking— just  as  I 
am  in  the  middle  of  the  Criee  «ff  the  Wounds 
td!  I  shft'n't— that's  flat." 

The  doating  parent  could  not,  however, 
be  denied;  ao  ne  stepped  to  the  piano,  pat 
his  arm  round  his  dutiful  daughter's  neck, 
kissed  her  fondly,  and  then  st^  for  a  mo* 
ment  behind  her,  admiring  her  brilliant  ex^ 
cution  of  The  Tnmtpei  of  Victory.  Havio|^ 
changed  his  coat,^uid  put  on  an  old  pair  of 
shoes,  Tagrag  viras  comfortable  for  tha' 
evening. 

^«  Tabby  playa  wonderful  well,  Dolly, 
don't  she  V  said  Tagrag,  as  the  tea-things 
were  being  brought  in,  by  way  of  beginning 
a  conversation,  while  he  drew  his  chair 
nearer  to  his  wife.  ^ 

^  '*Ah!  I'd  a  deal  rather  see  her  reading 
something  serious— for  life  is  short,  Tag, 
and  eteinity*a  long.** 

•'  Botheration  !--stufr!— tut !" 

**  You  may  find  it  out  one  day,  my  dear, 
when  it's  too  late        " 

«« I'll  tell  you  what,  Dolly,"  said  Tamg, 
angrily,  ** you're  coming  a  great  deal  too 
much  of  that  sort  of  thing— -my  house  is 
getting  like  a  Methodist  meeting-house.  I 
can't  bear  it— I  canH!  What  the  deuce  is 
come  to  you  all  in  these  parts,  lately  t*' 

^  Ah,  Tagrag,"  replied  his  wife  with  a 
sigh*  **  I  can  only  pray  for  you^-4  can  do 
no  more        " 

*«  Oh !"  exclaimed  Ta^frag,  with  an  air  of 
desperate  disgust,  thrusting  his  hands  inla 
his  pockets,  and  stretching'  his  le^  to  thek 
utmost  exietA  \in4ci  ^<ft  XaMi^,    ''''V\  xAx 
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«*  too  much  of  one  thing  is  g|Ood  for  nothing ; 
vou  may  choke  a  dog  with  padding;— -I 
«ha*n*t  renew  my  tittingn  at  Mr.  Horror^s/* 

♦*  Now,  pa,  do !  That^s  a  lure  of  a  pa  !** 
interposed  Miss  Tagraff,  twirling  round  on 
her  music  stool.  *'  All  Clapham*s  running 
afler  him;  he*s  quite  the  rage!  There^s 
the  Dugginses,  the  Pips,  the  Joneses,  the 
Maggots-— and,  really,  Mr.  Horror  does 
preach  such  dreadful  things,  it*8  quite  de- 
li^tful  to  look  round  and  see  all  the  people 
with  tliMr  eyes  and  mouths  wide  open— and 
0UT8  is  fuch  a  good  pew  for  seeing— end 
Mr.  Horror  is  such  a  b-e-e-yeautiful  preach- 
er,— isn't  he,  ma  r^ 

**  Yes,  loTe,  he  is— but,  I  wish  I  could 
see  YOU  profit  by  him,  and  preparing  for 
daath ** 

^*  Why,  ma,  how  can  you  go  on  in  that 
ridiculous  way  1  You  know  Pm  not  twenty 
yet!" 

'«WeU,  well!  poor  TVibby!''  here  Mrs. 
Tagrag*s  voice  faltered— ^*  a  day  will  come 
whSn— *• 

**P]ay  me  the  Devil  among  Vu  Thifttn, 
or  Qtpenkdgen  Waitz^  or  something  of  that 
sort,  Tabby,  or  I  shall  be  sick! — ^I  can*t 
bear  it  !*' 

"  Well !— Oh,  my !— I  never !— Mr.  Tag- 
rag !''  exclaimed  his  astounded  wife. 

'« Play  away;  Tab,  or  PU  go  and  sit  in 
thekitchexf!  They're  cheerful  M^re/  The 
next  time  I  come  across  Mr.  Horror,  if  1 
don't  give  him  a  bit  of  my  raind,^— <here  he 
paused,  and  slapped  hk  hand  with  much 
energy  npon  the  table.  Mrs.  Tagrag  wiped 
her  eyes,  sighed,  and  resumed  her  book. 
Miss  Tagrag  be^n  to  make  tea,  her  papa 
gradually  forgetting  his  rage,  as  he  fixed  his 
dull  gray  eyes  fondly  on  the  pert  skinny 
ooontenance  of  his  daughter. 

**By  the  way.  Tag,"  exclaimed  Mrs. 
Tagrag,  suddenly,  but  in  the  same  mourn- 
ful tone,  addressing  her  husband,  you 
haven't  of  course  forgot  the  lace  for  my  new 
bonnet  1" 

^  Never  once  thought  of  it,"  replied  Tag- 
rag,  doggedly. 

^  You  naven't!  Good  gracious !  what  am 
I  to  ^  to  chapel  in  next  Sunday!"  she 
exclaimed,  with  sudden  alarm,  closing  her 
bookf  ^  and  our  seat  in  the  very  front  of  the 
gallery !  bless  me !  I  shall  have  a  handred 
eyes  on  me !"       ' 

**Now  that  you're  coming  down  a  bit, 
and  dropped  oat  of  the  clouds,  Dolly," 
said  her  husband,  much  relieved,  **  PU  tell 
yon  a  bit  of  news  that  will,  I  fancy,  rather 
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'•  Come,  wl^tisit,Ti^ff "  eagerly  iaqiiiied 
hl0  wile, 
**  What  9hould  roa  'baj  of  ^a  ehance  4>f  m 
^'^rtBiD  aomehody^  (hem  he  looked  unaV- 


terable  things  at  hit  dcoghtef)  ^  that 
be   nameless,  becoming   mistress  of 
thousand  a  year?" 

"  Why" — Mrs.  Tagrag  changed  co! 
«*has  any  one  fallen  in  love  wiUt  Tab  1" 

*'  What  should  you  say  of  our  Tab  mar- 
rying a  man  with  ten  thousand  a  year^ 
There's  for  you !  Isn't  tktd  better  than  all 
your  religion  I" 

••Oh,  Tag,  don't  say  that;  but"  (heit 
she  hastily  turned  down  the  leaf  of  Groom 
from  the  BoUoodtn  Fit,  and  ^pased  that 
mestimable  work  upon  the  sofa^  ^•do  tell 
me,  levy,  what  are  you  talking  about?" 

••What  indeed,  Dolly!— Pm  goinf  te 
have  him  here  to  dinner  next  Sunxlay.'' 
*  Miss  Tagrag  having  been  listening  with 
breathless  eagerness  to  this  little  colloquy 
between  her  prudent  and  amiable  parents,^ 
unconscious  of  what  she  was  about,  wat 
pouring  all  the  tea  into  the  sugar  basin. 

••  Have  whif,  dear  Tag  ?"  inquired  Bits. 
Tagrag  impatiently. 

••Who?  why  whom  but  Tittlebat  T^ 
mouse?  You've  seen  him,  and  heard  me 
speak  of  him."  ^ 

••What!  that* odious,  nasty> 

••  Hush,  hush !"  involuntarily  exclaimed 
Tagrag  with  an  apprehensive  air — ••That's 
all  past  and  gone — I  was  always  too  hard 
on  him.  Well,  he's  turned  np  all  of -a  sod* 
den  master  of  ten  thousand  a  vear.  He  has, 
indeed — ^you'll  see  if  he  hasn  t."     ' 

Mrs.  'fagrag  and  her  daughter  eat  ia 
speechless  wonder. 

••  Where  did  he  see  Tab,  Taggy  P*  «l 
length  inauired  Mrs.  Tagrag. 

**  Oh — I — ^I — why — ^you  see — I  don't  ex- 
actly think  that  signifies  so  much — he  wiL 
see  her  next  Sunday." 

••  So  then  he's  positively  coming  ?" 

••  Yes ;  I've  no  doubt"— PU  die-' 
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charge  Lutestring  to-morrow,  thought  1^ 
rag. 

••But  aren't  we  counting  our  chickens, 
Tag,  before  they're  hatched  ?  If  Titmovat 
is  ail  of  a  sudden  become  such  a  catch,  he'll 
be  snapped  up  in  a  minute." 

••Why  you  see,  Dolly — we're  first  In  thf 
market,  I'm  sure  of  that— his  attorney  tdlf 
me  he's  to  be  kept  quite  snug  and  quiet  un- 
der my  caro  for  months,  and  see  no  one.  8e 
when  he  once  gets  sight  of  Tabby,  and  gets 
into  her  company— eh !  Tab,  sweet !  you'li 
do  all  the  rest — hem !" 

••La,  pa!  how  yoa  go  on!"  aimpcrad 
Miss  Tagrag. 

••You  must  do  your  part.  Tab,*'  said  bei 
father— ••  we'll  do  oura.  He'll  bite,  yoo 
may  depend  on  it !" 

\ia,AaatviaV''vnniB2ai^>*Aaa'tucs^^\^^ 

log,  aiki\kSs\ittai\^^>auccvD%''rar)  l£ix*     ^^^ 
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**0h,  yim  mitst  IntTe  seen  Mm,  tweet- 
Mt "^ 

"  How  should  I  ever  notice  any  of  the 
lots  of  yonnff  men  at  the  shop,  pat — ^I  don't 
at  all  know  him  r' 

**  Well — ^he*8  the  handsomest,  most  sen- 
teel-looking  fellow  I  ever  came  across ;  he's 
lonff  been  an  ornament  to  my  establishment, 
for  nis  gopd  looks  and  civil  and  obliging 
manners—" 

"  Dear  me,"  interrupted  Mrs.  Tapag, 
anxiously  addressing  her  daughter,  **  I  nope 
Tabby,  that  Miss  Nix  will  send  home  your 
lilac-coloured  frock  by  next  Sunday.'* 
'  ^If  she  don't.  Ma,  111  take  care  she  never 
makes  any  thing  more  for  me." 

**  We'll  call  there  to-morrow,  love,  and 
hony  her  on,'*  said  her  mother,  and  from 
that  moment  until  eleven  o'clock,  when  the 
amiable  and  interesting  trio  retired  to  rest, 
nothing  was  talked  of  but  the  charming 
Titmouse,  and  the  good  fortune  he  so  richly 
deserved,  and  how  lone  thft  courtship  was 
likely  to  last.  Mrs.  Tagrag,  who  for  the 
last  month  or  so,  had*  always  remained  on 
be^nees  before  ^tting  into  bed,  at  least 
ten  minutes,  on  this  eventfUl  evening  com- 
pressed her  prayers,  I  regret  to  say,  into  one 
minute  and  a  half's  time.  As  for  Tagrag, 
A  hardened  heathen,  he  always  tumble 
prayerless  into  bed,  the  moment  he  w^s 
unaressed;  while  the  accomplished  Miss 
Tabby  Tagrag,  having  taken  only  half  an 
Kour  to  put  her  hair  into  papers,  popped  into 
bed  directly  she  had  blown  the  candle  out, 
without  saying  any  prayers-— or  even  think- 
ing of  finishinfir  the  novel  which  lay  under 
her  pillow,  and  Which  she  had  got  on  the 
sly  from  the  circulating  library  of  the  late 
Miss  Snooks.  For  several  hours  she  lay  in 
a  delicious  revery,  imagining  herself  be- 
come Mrs.  Tittlebat  Titmouse,  riding  about 
Clapham  in  a  handsome  carriage,  going  to 
the  play  every  night;  and  what  would  the 
three  Miss  Knipps  say  when  they  hesjrd  of 
it— they'd  burst!  And  such  a  handsome 
man,  too ! 

She  ffunk,  at  length,  into  unconsciousness, 
amidst  a  soft  connision  of  glittering  white 
satin — favours — bridesmaids — Mrs.  Tittle- 
bat Tiw-Tit.— Tit— Titr-mouse. 

Tittlebat,  about  half-past  nine  on  the  en- 
suing morning,  was  sitting  in  his  room  in  a 
somewhat  dismal  humour,  musinff  on  many 
things,  and  little  imagining  the  mtense  in- 
terest he  had  excited  in  the  feelings  of  the 
amiable  occupants  «of  Satin  Lodge.  A 
knock  at  his  door  startled  him  out  of  his 
revwT.    Behold,  on  opeiiin|r  it,  Mr.  Tagrag ! 

**  Y  our  most  obedient,  sir,"  commenced 
that  gentieman,  in  a  subdued  and  obte({«i* 
^  maanerf  plucking  c€ Mb  hat  the  instant 
thmt  he  mr  TYtinoiMa    **1  lMp«  yM^ 


better,  sir!— been  very  nneasy,  sir,  about 
you." 

•'Please  to  walk  in,  sir,"  replied  Tit 
mouse,  not  a  little  fluttered^-^  I*m  better, 
sir,  I  thank  you." 

^  Happy  to  hear  it,  sir!  but  am  also  coiiie' 
to  offer  humble  apologies  for  the  rudeness 
of  that  upstart  that  was  so  rude  to  you  yes^ 
terday,  at  my  premises— know  whom  ] 
mean,  eh  1 — Lutestring — ^I  shall  get  rid  ot 
him,  I  do  think " 

♦*  Thank  you,  sir— >— 6ttt — but— -when  t 
was  in  your  employ        " 

**  Was  in  my  employ  !^'  interrupted  Tag- 
raff,  with  a  sigh, — "It's  no  use  tiying  to 
hide  it  any  longer!  I've  all  alonff  seen  you 
was  a  world  too  good— quite  above  your 
situation  in  mv  poor  shop!  I  may  have 
been  wrong,  Mr.  Titmouse,"  he  continued, 
diffidently,  as  he  placed  himself  on  what 
seemed  the  only  chair  in  the  room,  •^but  I 
did  it  all  for  the  best— eh t— don'tyou  un- 
derstand me,  Mr.  Titmouael"  Titmouse 
continued  looking  on  the  floor,  incredulouQjy 
and  sheepishly. 

"Very  much  obliged,  sir— but  must  say 
you've  rather  a  funny  way  of  showing  it, 
sir.  Look  at  the  sort  of  life  you've  led  me 
for  this- 


"  Ah  J  knew  you'd  say  so  L  But  I  can 
lay  my  hand  on  my  heart,  Mr.  Titmouse, 
and  declare  to  God — ^I  can,  indeed,  ^nllt- ' 
mouse."  Titmouse  preserved  a  very  em- 
barrassing silence.  "  See,  Pm  out  of  your 
good  books—but— won't  you  forget  and  for- 

f've,  Mr.  Titmouse  1  I  meant  well.  Nay, 
humbly  be&r  forgiveness  for  every  thiiur 
you've  not  liked  in  me.  Can  I  say  morel 
Come,  Mr.  Titmouse,  you've  a  noble  nature, 
and  I  ask  forgiveness." 

«» You — ^you  ought  to  do  it  before  the 
whole  shop,"  replied  Titmouse,  a  little  re- 
lenting— *•  for  they've  all  seen  your  goings 
on." 

"Them!— the  brutes!— the  vulgar  fel- 
lows !  you  and  I,  Mr.  Titmouse,  are  a  kdU 
above  them !  D'ye  think  we  ought  to  mind 
what  tervanU  sayl — Only  say  the  word, 
and  I  make  a  clean  sweep  of ''em  all ;  yon 
shall  have  the  premises  to  yourself,  Mr. 
Titmouse,  withiii  an  hour  after  any  of  those 
chaps  shows  you  disrespect." 

"AJi!  I  don't  know — ^you've  used  me 
most  uncon^mon  bad — ^far  worse  than  they 
have— you've  nearly  broke  my  heart,  sir 
You  have!" 

"  Well,  my  womankind  at  home  are  right, 
after  all !    They  told  me  all  along  I  was 

going  the  wrong  way  to  wpik.  when  I  said 
ow  I  tried  to  keep  your  ^tide  dQ^in\^^tisL 
prervent  yoa  troni  VwtSM  "^^jw.^  V»Al  N»LTt«A. 
by  know^no  -joTa  ^o«f  \«^r».  "^1  Xx^S^'^ 
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jovHl  break  hlc  i|pt|rli|  d«ur  faptF^if  he's 
kuindsome,  wasnH  it  God  that  made  him 
soV  Th9  UtUe  fro8tMir«rk  which  Tit- 
mooM  had  thrown  aiouad  hit  heart,  h^oa 
to  melt  like  snow  under  8imbeem8»  ^The 
women  are  always  rig^t^  Mr.  Titmouse^  and 
VK^re  always  wrong,"  coatinned  Tunag, 
earnestly,  peroeiYin^hia^dvantage.  **Upon 
my  ft>ul,  I  eonld  kick  myself  for  my  stupi- 
dity, and  cmelty,  too !" 

**  Ah,  I  should  think  so !  No  one  knows 
what  r  Ye  soffersd  i  And  now  that  Fm— I 
snppose  youVe  heard  it  all,  Mr  1— what's  in 
rbe  wind-— and  aU  thatV* 

**  Yes,  sir — Mr.  Gammon,  (that  most  fs- 
spectable  gentleman,)  sad- 1  have  had  a  long 
talk  yesteroav  about  yon,  in  which  he  oer- 
taiidy  did  tell  me  every  tbing— -nothing  like 
oonfidencef  Mr.  Htmouse,  when  ffentfeman 
meets  gentleman,  you  know.  &»  realty 
delightSill" 

'^JmU  it,  sir?*'  eagerly  intermpted  Tit- 
mouse, bis  eyes  glistening  with  sodden 
nptureu 

^'Ah!  ten  thous — I  must  shake  hands 
with  you,  my  dev  Mr.  Titmouse ;''  and  lor 
the  tot  time  in  their  Utos  their  bands 
touched,  Taiprag;  squeezing  that  of  Titmouse 
with  energetic  cordiality;  while  he  added, 
with  a  little  emotion  m  his  tone— ^^The- 
mas  Tagrag  inay  be  a  plain-spoken  and 
Wfong-biaded  man,  but  he's  a  warm  heart '^ 

''And  did  Mr.  Gammoi^tell  you  a/2,  air?" 
eagerly  int«mip«ed  Titmouse. 

.  '*^ Every  thing— every  thing;  quite  confi- 
dential, I  assure  you,  for  be  saw  me  idterest 
1  felt  in  you.'* 

**  And  did  be  say  ^bout  my —hem !— eh ! 
my  stopping  a  few  weeks  longer  with  you  T* 
inquired  lltmouse,  chagrin  overspieadlng 
biv  features. 

«•  I  think  be  did,  Mir.  Titmouse !  He's 
bent  on  it,  sir!  And  so  would  any  true 
friend  of  your's  be— 4>ecau8e  you  see,**  here 
be  dropped  his  voice  and  looked  very  mys- 
teiionaly  at  Titmouse— m  Iq  short,  I  quite 
agree  with  Mr*  Gammon!** 

''Do  you,  indeed,  air!**  exclaimed  Tit* 
mouse,  with  rather  an  uneasy  look. 

•"I  do,  r  faith  1  Why,  they*d  give  thou- 
sands and  thousands  to  get  you  out  of  the 
way— and  what's  money  to  themi  But 
they  must  look  very  sharp  that  get  at  you 
in  Uie  premises  of  Thomas  Tagrag*  Talk- 
ing of  that,  ah,  ba  t— it  will  be  a  Ainny  thing 
to  see  you^  Mr.  Titmouse— Squire  Titmouse 
-*ab,ha,bnr 

"  You  won't  hardly  expect  me  to  go  oat 
with  g9od$^  I  suppose,  sir?** 

**Ha,  ba,  baJ— Ha,  ba,  ha!— Might  as 


as  fiiflnds  that  wc  know  each  otber  nov. 
You  may  say  and  do  whatever  you  lika, 
and  come  and  so  when  and  where  you  like. 
— ^It's  true  it  will  make  my  other  hands  la- 
ther jealous  and  get  me  wto  trouble;  bat 
what  do  I  care?  Suppose  tbey  do  all  givs 
me  waminff  for  your  sake?  Let  *em  go, 
say  I  !**  He  snapped  his  fingers  with  an 
air  of  defiance.  "  itmr  looks  and  maimeis 
would  keep  a  shop  full  of  customera— h»w 
Titmouse  is  worth  a  hundred  of  tbem." 

"  You  speak  uncommon  gentleman-like, 
sir,**  said  Titmouse,  with  a  little  excite- 
ment—^  and  if  you'd  only  o/toa^a— but 
that*s  all  past  and  gone ;  and  I've  no  objec- 
tions to  say  at  once,  that  all  the  articles  1 
may  want  in  your  line  I'll  have  at  your  e»- 
tablishment, pay  cash  down,  and  ask  form 
discount.  And  I'll  send  all  my  friends,  for, 
in  course,  sir,  you  know,  I  shall  have  lott 
of  them!" 

"Don't  forget  your  oldest,  your  truest, 
your  humblest  fitend,  Mr.  Titmouse^"  sail 
Tagrag,  with  a  cringing  air. 

'♦Tbatlwon't!"      • 

It  flashed  across  his  mind  that  a  tme  asr 
old  friend  would  be  only  too  happy  to  le&d 
him  a  ton-pound  note. 

"  Hem !— now,  are  you  such  a  friend,  Mr. 
Tagmg?" 

"  Am  I ?^— Can  you  doubt  me  1  Try  me! 
See  what  I  could  not  do  for  you  !  Friend, 
indeed !" 

"  Well,  I  believe  you,  sir !  And  the  fact 
is,  a — a^— a— you  see  Mr.  Tagrag,  thoogb 
all  this  heap  of  money's  coming  to  me^  Iia 
precious  low  just  notv." 

M  Y  o  0  0  s,  Mr.  TitmousQ,"  quodi 
Tagrag,  anxiously ;  his  dull  gray  eye  fixed 
on  that  of  Titmouse  steadfastly. 

"  Well — if  you've  a  mind  to  prove  yom 
words,  Mr.  Tagrag,  and  don't  mind  ad- 
vancing me  a  ten-pound  note-*" 

"  Hem !"  involuntarily  uttered  Tagiagio 
suddenly  and  violraitly,  that  it  made  Tit- 
mouse almost  start  off  his  seat.  ThenTa^- 
rag's  face  flushed  over,  he  twirled  about  hu 
watob»k^  raptdljT,  and  wriggled  about  in 
his  chair  with  visible  a^tation. 

"Oh,  you  aren't  gomg  to  do  it!  if  so, 
you'd  better  say  it  at  once,"  quoth  Tiv 
mouse,  rather  oavaUerly* 

"  Why<-«40aB  ever  any  thing  so  unforls- 
nate !"  stammered  Tagrag.  "  That  cursed 
lot  of  French  goods  I  bought  only  yesterday, 
to  be  paid  for  this  moming*-^«ad  it  wul 
drain  me  of  every  penny !" 

"Ah^yes!  True!  Well,  it  don*t  mucb 
signifr,**  said  Titmouse,  careleSBly,-  ran 


ning  his  band  through  his  hair,    "in  fact 
w<e//s«Jrm^irrd«etyoo  toclea&myabooi\\l«M&a?\.Wv«  bothuiedanold  friend;  Mr 
M^  no,  tny  dear  Mr.  Titmouse,  you«xidl\Qaittmcm«as5aW%TK3>mdKftT\A^9Kj^sus^ 
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Tagrag  wbb  in  a  dire  dilemma.  He  felt 
•o  ilQBtrated  by  the  euddenness  and  serious- 
BOSB  of  the  thing,  that  he  could  not  see  his 
way  plain  in  any  direction. 

**  Let  me  see,^*  at  length  he  stammered ; 
«iid  palling  a  ready-reckoner  out  of  his 
pocket,  he  affected  to  be  consulting  it,  aa  if 
to  ascertain  merely  the  state  of  his  banker's 
Boeonnt,  but  really  desiring  a  few  moments' 
time  to  collect  his  thoughts.  *Twas  in 
▼ain,  howcYer;  nothing  occurred  to  him; 
he  saw  no  way  of  escape ;  his  old  friend  the 
deril,  deserting  him  for  the  moment,  sup- 

Sied  him  with  no  ready  lie.  Jle  must,  he 
iired,  cash  up.  **Well,"  said  he— '*it 
certainly  is  rather  unfortunate,  just  at  this 
precise  moment;  but  I'll  step  to  the  shop, 
and  see  how  my  ready-money  matters  stand. 
It  sha'n'i  be  a  trifle,  "^r.  Titmouse,  that 
hhall  9tand  between  us.  But — if  I  should 
be  hard  run — perhaps— eh  1  Would  a  five- 
pound  note  do  V 

"Why — a— a — if  tt  wouldn't  suit  you  to 
advance  the  ten — '• 

*•  I  dare  say,"  interrupted  Tagrag,  a  trifle 
relieved,  **  I  shall  be  able  to  accommodate 
yoQ.  Perhaps  you'll  step  on  to  the  shop 
presently,  and  then  we  can  talk  over  mat^ 
tera.  nj  the  way,  did  you  ever  see  any 
thing  so  odd !  forgot  the  main  thing ;  come 
and  take  your  mutton  with  me  at  Ciapharn, 
next  Sunday — my  womankind  will  be  quite 
delighte^.  Nay, 'tis  tA^'r  invitation — ^ha, 
na  • 

**You^re  very  kind,"  replied  Titmouse, 
dofcniring  wi^  pleasure.  Here  seemed  the 
first  pale  primrose  of  the  coming  spring — 
an  invitation  to  jSatin  Lodge. 

•*  The  kindness  will  be  yours,  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse. We  shall  be  quite  alone ;  have  you 
all  to  ourselves;  only  me,  my  wife,  and 
daughter — an  only  child,  Mr.  Titmouse— 
wuch  a  child !  She's  really  often  said  to  me, 
•'I  wonder' — but, — I  won't  make  you  vain, 
eh  1     May  I  call  it  a  fixture  1" 

•♦  'Pon  my  life,  Mr.  Tagrag,  you're  mon- 
strous uncommon  polite.  It's  true,  I  was 
going  to  dine  with  Mr.  Gammon — " 

•♦  Oh !  pho !  f  I  mean  no  disrespect,  mind !) 
^B  only  a  bachelor — I've  ladies  in  the  case, 
snd  all  thaU-eh,  Mr.  Titmouse!  and  a 
jrotine  one." 

••Well  -thank  you,  sir.  Since  you're  so 
pressing — " 

**  That's  it !  An  engagement— Satin 
Lodge^for  Sunday  next,"  said  Tagrag, 
risini^  and  looking  at  his  watch.  **  Time 
Cor  me  to  be  off.  ^e  you  soon  at  the  shop  I 
Soon  arrange  that  little  matter  of  business, 
eht  You  understuidl  Good  by!  good 
by!"  and  shaking  Titmouse  eordially  Iry 
tfie  hand,  Tagrag  took  his  departure.  Am 
be  hurried  oatobia  abopf  be  teli  in  a  mMl 
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painful  perplexity  about  this  loan  of  fty« 
pounds.  It  was  truly  like  squeezing  h'^e 
drops  of  blood  out  of  his  heart.  But  whit 
was  to  be  done?  Couli  he  offend  TTV 
mouse  !  Where  was  he  to  stop,  if  he  onoe 
begant  Dare  he  ask  for  security?  Suppose 
the  whole  affair  should  turn  into  smoke  ? 

Now,  consider  the  folly  of  Tagraff.  Here 
was  he  in  all  this  terrible  pucker  about  ad- 
vancing Jive  pounds  on  the  strength  of  pros- 
pects and  chances  which  he  had  deemed 
safe  for  adventuring  his  daughter  upon— 
her,  the  only  object  on  earth  (except  mo- 
ney) that  he  regarded  with  any  thing  like 
sincere  affection.  How  was  this?  The 
splendour  of  the  future  possible  good  foi^ 
time  of  his  daughter,  might,  perhaps,  have 
dazzled  and  contused  his  perceptions.  Then« 
again,  that  was  a  remote  contingency ;  but 
tlus  sudden  appeal  to  his  pocl^U-tlie  do-  ' 
mand  of  an  immediate  outlay  and  venture- 
was  an  instant  pressure,  and  he  felt  it  se- 
verely. Immeoiate  profit  and  loss  was 
every  thing  to  Tagrag.  He  was,  in  trutht 
a  tradesman  to  his  hearths  core.  If  he  could 
have  seen  the  immediate  quid  pro  quoy* 
could  have  got,  if  only  by  way  of  earnest, 
as  it  were,  a  bit  of  poor  Titmouse's  hearty 
and  locked  it  up  in  nis  desk,  be  would  not 
have  cared  so  much ;  it  would'  have  been  a 
little  in  his  line ; — ^but  here  was  a  Aoe'pound 
nnt%,  goin^out  forthwith,  and  nothrag  mime- 
diate,  visible,  palpable,  replacing  it.  Oh  * 
Titmouse  had  unconsciously  palled  Tag- 
rag's  very  heart-strings ! 

Obse.rve,  discriminating  reader,  that  there 
is  all  the  difference  in  the  world  between  a 
tradesman  and  a  merchant  f  and,  moreover* 
that  it  is  not  every  tradesman  that  is  a 
Tagrag. 

All  these  considerations  combined  to  keep 
Tagrag  in  a  perfect  fever  of  doubt  and  anx^ 
iety,  which  several  hearty  curses  failed  in 
eventually  relieving.     By  the  time,  how- 
ever, that  Titmouse  had  made  his  appear- 
ance, with  a  sufficiently  sheepish  air,  and' 
was  beginning  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  grin- 
ning contempt  from  the  choice  youths  of 
each  side  ot  the  shop,  Tagrag  had  deteiw 
mined  on  the.  course  he  should  pursue  in  the 
matter  above  referred  to.    To  the  amazement 
and  disgust  of  all  present, Tagrag  bolted  oat 
of  a  little  counting-house  or  sido-room,  has- 
tened to  meet  Titmouse  with  outstretched 
hand  and  cordial  speech,  drew  him  into  him 
Hale  rooin,  and  shut  the  door.    There  Ta|^« 
rag  informed  his  ffurried  young  friend  that  he 
had  made  arrangements  (with  a  little  incon- 
venience, which  signified  XMthing,)  for  lend* 
ing  Titmouse  five  pounds. 

"  And,  as  life's  UDS«.r\2\Tk^  td:^  ^«»  "Vhci* 
Titmouse,'"  aaidT^^wi^,^^T\\sB«w»fcv^\^ 

evident  ecalayc^ ,  ^\kl  i^«j  ii^^^V'^^^  "^^^ 
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his  pocltet — ^<*eveTi  between  the  dearest 
friends— eh  1  Understand?  It's  not  you 
I  fear,  nor  you  me,  because  we've  confi- 
dence in  each  other.  But  if  any  thing  should 
happen,  those  we  leave  behind  us' — Here 
he  took  out  of  his  desk  an  I.  0.  U.  J^5, 
ready  drawn  up  and  dated — "  a  mere  slip— - 
a  word  or  two-Us  satisfaction  to  both  of 


us. 


w 


"Oh  yes,  sir!  yes,  sir! — any  thing!" 
saidi Titmouse;  and  hastily  taking  the  pen 
OTofiered  him,  signed  his  name,  on  which 
Tagrag  felt  a  little  relieved.  Lutestring  was 
^then  summoned  into  the  room,  and  then  (not 
a  little  to  his  astonishment)  addressed  by 
his  imperious  employer.  "  Mr.  Lutestring, 
you  wiU  have  the  goodness  to  see  that  Mr. 
Titmouse  is  treated  by  every  person  in  my 
establishment  with  the  utmost  respect — 
Whoever  treats  this  gentleman  with  the 
slightest  disrespect,  isn't  any  longer  a  ser- 
rant  of  mine.  D'ye  hear  me,  Mr.  Lute- 
string V  added  Tagrag,  sternly,  observing 
a  Tery  significant  ^ance  of  intense  hatred 
which  Lutestring  directed  towards  Tit- 
mouse.   "  D'ye  hear  me,  si;  1" 

**0h,  yes,  sir!  yes,  sir! — your  orders 
shall  be  attended  to."  And  leaying  the 
room,  with  a  half-audible  whistle  or  con- 
tempt, while  a  mn  overspread  his  features, 
he  had  within  five  minutes  filled  the  mind 
of  every  shopman  in  the  establishment  if  ith 
feelings  of  mingled  wonder,  hatred,  and 
fear  towards  Titmouse.  What  could  have 
happened  1  What  was  Mr.  Taprag  about  t 
•  This  was  all  of  a  piece  with  his  rage  at 
Lutestring  the  day  Wore.  "  D n  Tit- 
mouse !"  said  or  thought  every  one. 

Titmouse,  for  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
felt,  as  may  be  imagined,  but  little  at  his 
ease;  for — to  say  nothing  of  his  insuperable 
repugnance  to  the  tlischarge  of  any  of  his 
former  duties;  his  uneasiness  under  the 
oppressive  civilities  of  Mr.  Tagrag;  and 
the  evident  disgust  towards  him  entertained 
by  his  companions ; — ^many  most  important 
considerations  arising  out  of  recent  and 
coming  events,  were  momentarily  forcing 
themselves  upon  his  attentiop.  The  first 
of  these  was  his  hair  ,•  for  Heaven  seemed 
to  have  suddenly  given  him  tha  long-covet- 
ed rtieans  of  chan^ng  its  detested  hue;  and 
the  next  was — an  eye^gleus^  without  which, 
he  had  long  felt  his  apjfearance  and  ap- 
pointments to  be  paintully  incomplete. 
Early  in  the  afternoon,  therefore,  on  the 
readtly-admitted  plea  of  important  business, 
he  obtained  the  permission  of  the  obsequious 
Tagrag  to  depart  for  the  day ;  and  instantly 
directed  his  steps  to  the  well  known  shop 
of  a  fkshinnnble  perfumer  and  perruquieTt 
kt  ff^nd  t^reet — well  known  to  those 


the  enticing  advertisements  in  the  newipi^ 
pers.  Having  watched  through  the  window 
till  the  coast  was  clear,  (for  he  felt  a  natuiil 
delicacy  in  asking  for  a  hair  dye  before 
people  who  could  in  an  instant  perceive  hii 
urgent  occasion  for  it,)  lie  entered  the  aluip, 
where  a  ^^^ell-dressed  gentleman  was  aitniig 
behind  the  counter,  reading.  He  was  hanif 
some ;  and  his  elaborately  curled  hair  wu 
of  a  heavenly  black  (so  at  least  Titmooii 
considered  it)  that  was  better  than  a  thou- 
sand printed  advertisements  of  the  celebrated 
fiuid  which  formed  the  chief  commodi^ 
there  vended.  Tituiouse,  with  a  little  basi 
tation,  asked  this  gentleman  what  was  tht 
price  of  their  article  *^  for  turning  iighl  hair 
olack"— and  was  answered — **only  sevea 
and  sixpence  for  the  smaller-sized  bottle." 
One  was  in  a  twinkling  placed  upon  tht 
counter — ^where  it  lay  like  a  mmiatuit 
mummy,  swathed,  as  it  vrere,  in  manifold 
advertisements.  '*  You'll  find  the  fullest 
direction  within,  and  testimonials  from  tkt 
highest  nobility  to  the  wonderful  efficaey  ol 
the  *  Ctanochaitanthropopoioh.'  "♦ 

"  l^re  it  will  do,  sir !"  inquired  Titmooss 
anxiously. 

**  Is  my  hair  dark  enough  to  your  tasta, 
sir?"  said  the  gentleman,  with  a  calm  and 
bland  manner,  *^  because  I  owe  it  entirely 
to  this  invaluable  specific." 

"Do  you  indeed,  sir!"  inquired  Til- 
mouse  :  adding  with  a  sigh,  "  but^betwees 

rselves,  look  at  mine !'' and  lifUngoff  hit 


^««»«   wbo  were  in  the  habit  of  glancing  at\  aiti%cUv«  il«4  v^^vaM^x. 
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hat  for  a  moment,  he  exhibited  a  great  crop 

of  bushy,  carroty  hair. 

*♦  Whew !  rather  ugly  that,  sir !  "  ex- 
claimed the  gentleman,  looking  very  seriottt. 
"Wliat  a  curse  it  it  to  be  bom  with  such 
hair;  isn't  it V 

**  I  should  think  so,  sir,"  answered  Tit* 
mouse,  mournfully;  "and  do  you  really 
think,  sir,  that  this  what's-its  name  turned 
yours  of  Uiat  beautiful  black!" 

**  Thipk  1  'Pon  my  honour,  sir,  certain ; 
no  mistake,  I  assure  you !  I  was  frettin| 
myself  into  my  grave  about  the  colour  oi 
my  hair !  Why,  sir,  there  was  a  nobleman 
here,  (I  don't  like  to  mention  names,)  the 
other  day,  with  a  head  that  seemed  as  if 
it  had  been  dipped  into  water,  and  then  pow« 
dered  with  bnck  dust;  but,  I  assure  yon, 
the  Cyanochaitantnropopoion  was  too  muck 
for  it;  it  turned  black  in  a  very  short  time. 
You  should  have  seen  his  lordbhip's  ecsta* 

*Thff  fearfhMnokinir  wnrd,  Iwlth  to  Infhrm  my- 
\%4j  rMd«n.  ii  a  moiistrntif  amaMramatinn  of  tlurit 
or  tour  Greek  worda— denoUng  a  fluid  **  tht  etn  rva* 
der  tki.kumMn  hair  hUidt"  Whenever  a  barber  or 
perfbaner  determf  nea  on  trying  to  puff  off  aome  vflla 
noaa  impoaUtoa  of  tbia  aort,  atranf e  to  aay,  be  foas 
\o  aomaav&tNXTvavcVvtvVaTxaudflvea  bin*  balf-a-croim 
to  eo\ti  a  ^otA  \\\l«  \\^«  «\xv^«^\\ax  i^x>\  '^  «^%Vk 
««HAa\\i^HAa  %i^^  xitkVc«nA^TftMXk%^  %m^  ^QB«Mftgii% 
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r**— 4he  speaker  saw  that  Titmouse  would 
iwallow  any  thing :  so  he  went  on  with  a 
confidential  air— **  and  in  a  month's  time 
ite  had  married  a  heautifal  woman,  whom 
be  had  loTed  from  a  child,  but  who  nerer 
would  marry  a  man  with  such  a  head  of 
bair.** 

^  How  long  does  it  take  to  do  all  this, 
»ir  V*  interrupted  Titmouaei  eagerly,  with  a 
beating  heart 

<*  Sometimes  two,  sometimes  three  days. 
[a  four  days*  time,  V\\  answer  for  it,  your 
most  intimate  friend  would  not  know  vou. 
My  wife  did  not  know  me  for  along  while, 
and  wouldn't  let  me  salute  her— ha,  ha !" 
Here  another  customer  entered ;  and  Tit^ 
mouse,  laying  down  the  fiye-pound  note  he 
bad  squeezed  out  of  Taffrag,  put  the  won- 
der-working phial  into  nis  pocket,  an^t  on 
reoeiving  his  change,  departed,  bursting 
Mrith  eagerness  to  try  the  effects  of  the  Cy^ 
aochaitanthropopoion.  Withinhalf  an  hour's 
time  he  might  have  been  seen  driring  a 
hard  bar^in  with  a  pawnbroker  for  a  mas- 
sire-Iooking  eye-glass,  which,  as  it  hung 
suspended  in  the  window,  he  had  for 
months  cast  a  longing  eye  upon;  and  he 
ofentually  purchased  it  (fals  eyesight  I  need 
hardly  say,  was  perfect)  for  only  fifteen 
ahillings.  After  taking  a  hearty  dinner  in 
a  little  dusky  eatyi^  ^ousein  Rupert  Street, 
frequented  by  fashionable-looking  foreign- 
snj  with  splendid  heads  of  curling  hair  and 
inustachios,  he  hastened  home.  Haying 
lit  his  candle,  and  locked  his  door,  with 
tremulous  fingers  he  opened  the  pa^rs  en- 
r^oping  the  Rttle  phial ;  and  glancmg  orer 
their  contents,  got.  so  inflamed  wiUi  the 
numberless  instances  of  its  efficacy,  detailed 
in  brief  and  glowing  terms — the  *'Duke 
of        ,  the  Countess  of        ,  the  Earl  of, 

ke^  &G.,  &c.,  &o. — ^the    lovely  Miss , 

the  celebrated  Sir  Little  BuU'seye,  (who 
was  80  gratified  that  he  allowed  his  name 
to  be  used^^-all  of  whom,  from  having  hair 
of  the  reddest  possible  description,  were 
now  possessed  of  ebon-hued  )ocks"-«that 
th»  cork  was  soon  extracted  from  the  bot^ 
tie*  Having  turned  up  his  coa^cuffs,  he 
eommenced  the  application  of  the  Cyano- 
ehaitanthropoftoion,  rubbing  it  into  his  hair, 
eyebrows,  ana  whiskers,  with  all  the  energy 
he  was  capable  of,  for  upwards  of  half  an 
hour.  Then  he  read  over  every  syllable  on 
the  papers  in  which  the  phial  had  been 
wrapped ;  and  about  eleven  o'clock,  having 
given  sundry  carious  glances  at  the  glass, 
got  into  bed,  full  of  exciting  hopes  and  de- 
lightful anxieties  concerning  the  success  of 
tlis  great  experiment  he  was  trying.  He 
eould  not  sleep  for  several  hours.  He 
^nmosed  a  npturoos  dream — thai  he  bowed 


to  a  gentleman  with  eeal-black  hair,  whom 
he  fai^ied  he  had  seen  before— 4ind  suddenly 
discovered  that  he  was  only  looking  at  kim» 
»e/f\n  a  glass ! !— ^This  woke  him.  Up  he 
jumped,  and  in  a  trice  was  standing  before 
his  little  glass.  Horrid !  he  almosi  drop^ 
ped   down   dead!  his  hair  was  perfeotty 

5'«ef>— there  could  be  no  mistake  about  it. 
e  stood  staring  in  the  glass  in  speechleee. 
horror,  his  eyes  and  mouth  distended  to 
the  utmost  for  several  minutes.  Then  he 
threw  himself  on  the  bed,  and  felt  faintinff* 
Up  be  presently  jumped  aa^ain — nibbed  his 
hair  desperately  and  wildly  about— again 
looking  into  the  glass — ^there  it  was,  rougher 
than  l^fore ;  but  eyebrows,  whiskers  and 
head— all  were,  if  any  thing,  of  a  more 
vivid  and  brilliant  irreen.  Despair  oame 
over  him.  What  had  all  his  trouble  been 
to  thisi — and  what  was  to  become  of  hint 
He  got  into  bed  again,  and  burst  into  a  per- 
spiration. Two  or  three  times  he  got  in 
and  out  of  bed  to  look  at  himself  again— on 
each  occasion  deriving  only  more  terrible 
confirmation  than  before  of  the  disaster  that 
had  befallen  him.  AfVer  lying  still  for 
some  minuses  he  got  out  of  bed,  and  kneel- 
ing down,  tried  to  pray;  but  it  was  in 
vain — and  he  rose  half  choked.  It  wae 
plain  he  must  have  his  head  shaved,  and 
wear  a  wig — that  was  making  an  old  man 
of  him  at  once.  Getting  more  and  more 
disturbed  in  his  mind,  he  dressed  himself^ 
half  determined  on  starting  off  to  Bond 
Street,  and  breaking  every  pane  ^f  glass  in 
the  shop  window  of  the  cruel  impostor  who 
had  sold  him  the  liquid  that  had  so  fright- 
fully disfigured  him.  As  he  stood  thus 
irresolute,  he  heard  the  step  of  Mrs.  Sqnal- 
lop  approaching  his  door,  and  recollected 
that  he  had  ordered  her  to  bring  up  his  tea- 
kettle about  that  time.  Having  no  time  to 
take  his  clothes  off,  he  thought  the  best 
thing  he  could  do  would  be  to  pop  into  bed 
again,  draw  his  nightcap  down  to  his  ears 
and  eyebrows,  pretend  to  be  asleep,  and, 
turning  his  back  towards  the  door,  have  a 
chance  of  escaping  the  observation  of  hie 
landlady.  No  sooner  thought  of  than  done« 
Into  bed  he  jumped,  sund  drew  the  clothes 
over  him— not  aware,  however,  that  in  hie 
hurry  he  had  left  his  legs,  with  boots  and 
trousers  on,  exposed  to  view— an  nnusital 
spectacle  to  his  landlady,  who  had,  in  fiaiet, 
scarcely  ever  known,  him  in  bed  at  so  late 
an  hour  before.  He  lay  as  still  as  a  mouse. 
Mi;^.  Squallop,  after  glancing  at  his  legs, 
happening  to  direct  her  eyes  towards  the 
window,  beheld  a  small  phial,  only  half  of 
whose  dark  eontsnts  were  remaining— K>f 
course  it  was  ?o\sm( .  Ixv  ^  %\i\^««i  Irvi^N.  ^^ 
dropped  the\leVi^/e,^^\^V'tt^^'&^^»'^s^«^^^'^*^ 
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tmnbling  Tltmonsef  and  eried  ont— ^  Oh, 
Mr.  Titmouse !  Mr.  Titmouse  \  what  have 
you  been  ■       ** 

"Well,  ma'am,  what  Ae  deril  do  yon 

meant    How  dare  you ^"  oommenced 

Titmouse,  suddenly  sitting  up,  aiid  looking 
furiously  at  Mrs.  ISquallop.  A  pretty  figure 
he  was.  He  had  all  his  day  clothes  on ; 
a  white  cotton  nightcap  was  drawn  down  to 
his  Tery  eyes,  Kke  a  man  going  to  be  hang- 
ed ;  his  face  was  Tery  pale,  and  his  whis- 
kers were  of  a  bright  green  colour. 

"  Lord-a-mighty!"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Squal- 
lopffiiintly,  the  moment  that  this  strange 
,  apparition  presented  itself;  and,  sinking  on 
the  chair,  she  pointed  with  a  dismayed  air 
to  the  ominous-looking  object  standing  on 
the  window  shelf.  Titmouse  from  that 
supposed  she  had  found  it  all  out.  *^  Well — 
i$nU  it  a  shame,  Mrs.  Squallop  f  said  he, 
getting  off  the  bed,  and,  pluclcing  off  bis 
nightcap,  exhibited  the  full  extent  of  his 
misfortune.  ««\^'hatd*Te  think  of  thatV' 
he  exclaimed,  staring  wildly  at  her.  Mrs. 
Squallop  gave  a  faint  shnek,  tuVned  her 
hMid  anide,  and  motioned  him  away. 

«•  I  shall  go  mad— I  shall ^ 

**0h,  dear!  oh,  dear!'*  groaned  Mrs. 
Squallop,  evidently  expecting  him  to  leap 
upon  her.  Presently,  however,  she  a  little 
recovered  her  presence  of  mind,  and  Titr 
mouse,  stuttering  with  fury,  explained  to 
her  what  had  taken  place.  As  he  went  on, 
Mrs.  Squallop  became  less  and  less  able  to 
contain  bei;^elf,  and  at  length  burst  into  a 
fit  of  convulsive  laughter,  and  sat  holding 
her  hands  to  her  fat  snaking  sides,  as  if  she 
would  have  tumbled  off  her  chair.  Tit- 
mouse was  almost  on  the  point  of  striking 
her !  At  length,  however,  the  fit  went  off; 
and,  wiping  her  eyes,  she  expressed  the 
greatest  commiseration  for  him,  and  pro- 
posed to  go  down  and  fetch  up  some  soft 
boap,  and  flannel,  and  try  what  **a  good 
hear^  wash  would  do.**  Smurce  sooner 
said  than  done— but,  alas,  in  vain !  Scrub, 
•erub— lather,  lather,  lather,  did  they  both  ; 
but  the  instant  the  soap-suds  were  washed 
off,  there  was  the  head  as  green  as  ever. 

**Wha*  am  I  to  do,  Mrs.  Squallop  V* 
gfoaned  'IHtmouse,  having  taken  another 
look  at  himself  hi  the  glass. 

"  Why,  really,  IM  h«  off  to  apolioeofiice, 
and  have  *em  all  taken  up,  if  as  how  I  was 
you.'' 

•«  No — see  if  I  don't  take  that  bottle,  and 
make  the  fellow  that  sold  it  to  me  swall^iv 
what's  left,  and  I'll  smash  in  hi»  shop  front 
beuides." 

"Oh,  you  won't— you  musn't— noton no 
mecount!    Stop  at  home  a  bit,  and  be  quiet, 
it  may  go  off  with  all  this  washing,  in  ^e 
coQiae  of  the  dmj*     Soft  soap  ii  an  uncomr 


mon  strong  thing  for  getting  coloars  out— 
but-— a — a— excuse  me,Mr.  Titmouse— wh? 
wasn't  you  satisfied  with  the  hair  God  Al- 
mighty had  given  youl  D*ye  think  he 
didn't  know  a  deal  better  than  you  whrt 
was  best  for  you  1  I'm  blest  if  1  don't  dunk 
this  a  judgment  on  you." 

"  Whars  the  use  of  your  standingpreadi- 
ing  to  me  in  this  way,  Mrs.  Squallopi 
Am't  I  half  mad  without  it?  Jndgmientor 
no  judgment— Where's  the  harm  of  my 
wanting  black  hair  any  more  than  blsci 
trousers  1  That  ain't  ymit  oiim  hair,  Bin. 
Squallop— you're  as  gray  as  a  badger  x» 
demeath — I've  often  remarked  it." 

"I'll  tell  you  what,  Mr.  Himperanoer' 
furiously  exclaimed  Mrs.  Souallop,  **  you're 
a  liar !  And  you  deserve  what  you'ye  goti 
It  is  ajudgmeht,  and  I  hope  it  will  stick  by 
you— -eo  take  fhiu  for  your  sauce,  you  vulg^v 
fellow!  Get  rid  of  your  green  hair  if  you  csa 
It's  only  carrot  tops  instead  of  carrot  rootfK- 
and  some  like  one,  some  the  other — ha! 
ha!  ha!" 

"I'll  tell  you  what,  Mrs.  Squ— "  he 
commenced,  but  she  had  gone,  havuv 
slammed  to  the  door  behind  her  witt 
all  her  force;  and  'Htmouse  was  left 
alone  in  a  half  frantic  state,  in  which  be 
continued  for  nearly  two  hours.  Once 
again  he  read  over  ihe  i  atrocious  pofll 
vniieh  had  overnight  inflated  him  to  such  t 
degree,  and  he  now  saw  that  they  were  all 
lies.    This  is  a  sample  of  them : 

"This  divine  fluid,  (as  it  was  enthusti^ 
tically  styled  to  the  inventor,  by  the  lovdy 
Duchess  of  Doodle)  possesses  the  inestima- 
ble and  astonishing  quality  of  changing 
hair,  of  whatever  colour,  to  a  dazzling  ji 
black ;  at  the  same  time  imparting  to  H  i 
rich  flossy  appearance,  which  wonderfufiy 
contributes  to  the  imposing  tout  enMemtik 
presented  by  those  w!io  use  it.  That  weH 
known  ornament  of  the  circle  of  fashion,  the 
young  and  lovely  Mrs.  Fitzfrippery,  owiied 
to  the  proprietor,  that  to  this  suiprising  flaid 
it  was  that  she  was  indebted  for  those  unri- 
valled raven  ringlets,  which  attracted  Am 
eyes  of  envying  and  ad  miring  crowds,"  and 
so  forth.    A  little  further  on : 

"  This  exquisite  effect  is  not  in  aif  cam 
produced  instantaneously;  much  will  of 
course  depend  (as  the  celebrated  M.  Da- 
puyten,  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  of  Paris,  infor» 
ed  the  inventor,)  on  the  physical  idiosyfr 
crasy  of  the  party  using  it,  with  referenes 
to  the  constituent  particles  of  the  coleuriaf 
matter,  constituting  the  fluid  in  the  capil)^ 
ry  vessels.  Often  a  single  application  sof^ 
fioes  to  chanffe  the  most  hopeless-lookinf 
heisd  of  T«d  hair  to  as  dieep  a  black  :  baV 
not  ntifr^wcn^^  >^«  V'ajn  i^mmw^  \K3Km^  {»• 
tcrmediate  ihadu  omd  U<nU^7^^  Vv«5ei«Iv 
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Qltimately  gettling  into  a  deep  and  penna- 
nent  black." 

This  passage  not  a  little  reriyed  the 
drooping  spirits  of  Titmouse.  Accidental- 
ly, however,  an  asterisk  at  the  last  word  in 
the  aboye  sentence  directed  his  eye  to  a 
note  at  the  bottom  of  thepage,  printed  in 
such  minute  type  as  bafflea  any  but  the 
strongest  si?ht  and  most  determined  eye 
to  read,  ana  which  said  note  was  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"Though  cajBes  do,  undoubtedly,  occa- 
sionally occur,  in  which  the  native  mherent 
indestructible  qualities  of  the  hair  defy  all 
attempts  at  change  or  even  modification, 
and  resist  even  this  potent  remedy:  of 
which,  however,  in  ^l  nis  experience'*  (the 
specific  had  been  invented  for  about  tix 
moniha)  "  the  inventer  has  known  biit  very 
few  instances."  But  to  this  exceedingly 
select  class  of  unfortunate  incurables,  poor 
Titmouse  entertained  a  dismal  suspicion  that 
he  belonged. 

"  Look,  sir !  look !  Only  look  here  what 
your  stuff  has  done  to  my  hair!"  said  Tit- 
mouse, on  presenting  himself  soon  after  to  the 
gentleman  who  had  sold  him  the  infernal 
Rquid ;  and,  takin^off  his  hat,  exposed  the 
green  hair.  The  gentleman,  however,  did 
not  appear  at  all  surprised  or  discomposed. 

"  An,  yes !  I  see,  I  see.  You're  m  ^e 
intermediate  stage.  It  differs  m  different 
people." 

"  Differs,  sir !  I'm  going  mad !  I  look 
(ike  a  green  monkey." 

"In  me,  the  cofour  was  strong yeiZtm;. 
But  have  you  read  the  descriptions  that  are 
given  in  the  wrapper  1" 

"I  should  thinK  so!  Much  good  they 
do  rru!  Sir,  you're  a  humbug! — an  im- 
postor! I'am  a  sight  to  be  seen  for  the 
rest  of  my  *life !  Look  at  me,  sir !  Eye- 
brows, whiskers,  and  all." 

**  Rather  a  singular  appearance,  just  at 
present,  I  must  own,"  said  the  gentleman, 
his  face  turning  suddenly  red  all  over,  with 
the  violent  effort  he  was  making  to  prevent 
an  explosion  of  laughter.  He  soon,  how<^ 
ever,  recovered  himself,  and  added  coolly, 
**  if  youll  only  persevere." 

"Persevere !''  interrupted  Titmouse,  vio- 
lently, clapping  his  hat  on  his  head,  "  I'll 
teach  you  to  persevere  in  taking  in  the 
public.  I'll  have  a  warrant  out  against 
you."  .    ' 

"  Oh,  my  dear  sir,  I'm  accustomed  to  all 
this !" 

"The— devil — ^yon — are!"  gasped  Tit- 
mouse, quite  aghast. 

*'0h,  often— 4)ften,  while  the  liquid  is 
oerformin^  the  firs*  sta^  of  the  change : 
hat  ia  a  J^jr  or  two  afierwardSf  the  parties 
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generally  come  back  smiling  into  my  sho]^ 
with  heads  as  black  as  crows." 

"No!  But  really  do  they,  sir!"  intet- 
Tupted  Titmouse,  drawing  a  long  breath. 

"Hundreds,  I  may  say  thousands,  my 
dear  sir !  And  one  lady  gj^e  me  a  pictnte 
of  herself,  in  her  black  hair,  to  make  up  for 
her  abuse  of  me  when  it  was  in  a  puce 
colour." 

"But  do  you  recollect  any  one's  hah 
turning  gr«*»»»  and  then  getting  black  f" 
inquired  Titmouse,  with  trembling  anxiety. 

"Recollect  any!  Fifty,  at  least.  For 
instance,  there  was  Loni  Albert  Addl^ 
head;— but  why  should  I  name  nameel 
I  know  hundreds !  But  every  thing  is  ho* 
nour  and  confidential  here  /" 

"And  did  Lord  What's-his-name'shalt 
go  ^en,  and  then  black  ?  and  was  it  at  first 
as  light  as  mine  ?" 

^  "  His  hair  was  redder,  and  in  consequence 
It  became  greener,  and  now  is  blacker  than 
ever  your's  will  be." 

"  Well,  if  I  and  my  landlady  have  thia 
morning  used  an  ounce,  we've  used  a  quar- 
ter of  a  pound  of  soft  soap  in ^" 

"  Soft  soap !— «oft  soap !  That  explains 
all."  He  forgot  how  well  it  had  been  al- 
ready explained  by  him.  "By  heavens, 
sir ! — soft  «oap !  Y  ou  may  have  ruined 
your  hair  for  ever!"  Titmouse  op'^ned  his 
eyes  and  mouth  with  a  start  of  terror,  it  not 
occurring  to  him  that  the  intolerable  green 
had  preceded  and  caused,  not  followed,  the 
use  of  the  soft  soap.  "  Go  home,  my  dear 
sir !  God  bless  you — go  home,  as  you  value 
your  hair;  take  this  small  bottle  of  Da- 
mascus cream,  and  rub  it  in  before  it's  too 
late;  and  then  use  the  remainder  of  the ^' 

"Then  you  don't  think  it's  too  latet"  in- 
quired Titmouse,  faintly ;  and  having  been 
assured  to  the  contrary — having  asked  the 
price  of  the  Damascus  cream,  which  was 
only  three-and-siiq)ence  (stamp  included)— 
he  paid  it  with  a  rueful  air,  and  took  his  de- 
parture. He  sneaked  along  the  streets,  with 
the  air  of  a  pickpocket  tearful  that  every 
one  he  met  was  an  officer  who  had  his  eye 
on  him.  He  was  not,  in  fact,  veiy  far  off 
the  mark ;  for  many  a  person  smiled,  and 
stared,  and  turned  round  to  look  at  him  as 
he  went  along. 

I  wonder,  now,  what  effect  theperusal  of 
these  pages  must  have  upon  the  reader, 
gentle  or  simple,  young  or  old,  male  or  fe- 
male, who  has  shared  the  folly  of  Titmouse 
in  the  particular  now  under  consideration  1 
They  cannot  help  laughing  at  the  trouble  of 
Titmouse ;  but  it  is  accompanied  by  a  bltuh 
at  the  absurd  weakness  o^'^\\\fcVv^3K«ww^:'^^s^ 
have  been  ffjiWty.  \ic^«w^  >x^tsiN.  Nx-^  \ss^ 
gentleman,  th^X  e^ex^  xoaxk  o\  Hi^waaxw  ^ 
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MUM  who  0660  7<m,-  and  raspects  or  knows 
what  you  have  been  about,  can  acaroe  help 
Wiating  out  a-laughing  at  you,  and  writes 
you  down  ever  after — ass.  But  if  they  do 
this  on  seeing  him  who  has  so  weakly  at^ 
tempted  to  disguise  red-coloured  hair,  what 
wirrow,  mingled  with  contempt,  must  they 
feel  when  they  see  a  man,  or  woman,  asha- 
med of— GRAY  HAIRS— a  "  crowu  of  rojoi- 
etng  to  them  that  have  done  well,**  a  mark 
of  one  to  whom  God  has  given  long  life,  as 
the  means  of  gathering  experience  and  wis- 
dom—and dishonouring  those  gray  hairs 
by  tiie  desperate  folly  of  Tittlebat  Tit- 
mouse? 

Titmouse  slunk  up  stairs  to  his  room,  in 
a  sad  state  of  depression,  and  spent  the  next 
hour  in  rubbing  into  his  hair  the  Damascus 
cream.  He  rubbed  till  he  could  hardly 
hold  his  arms  up  any  longer  from  sheer  fa- 
tigue. Having  risen,  at  length,  to  mark, 
from  the  fflass,  the  progress  he  had  mad6, 
he  found  mat  the  only  result  of  his  perse- 
vering exertions  had  been  to  give  a  greasy 
shining  appearance  to  the  hair,  that  remain- 
ed as  green  as  ever.  With  a  half-uttered 
fnzn  he  sunk  down  upon  a  chair,  and  fell 
into  a  sort  of  abstraction,  which  was  inter- 
rupted by  a  sharp  knock  at  his  ^oor.  Tit- 
mouse started  up,  trembled,  and  stood  for  a 
moment  or  two  irresolute,  glancing  fearfully 
at  the  glass ;  and  then  opening  the  door,  let 
in  Mr.  Gammon,  who  started  hack  a  pace 
or  two,  as  if  he  had  been  shot,  on  catcning 
sight  of  the  strange  figure  of  Titmouse.  It 
was  useless  for  Gammon  to  try  to  check  his 
laughter;  so  leaning  against  the  door-post, 
he  yielded  to  the  impulse,  and  laughed  with- 
out intermission  for  at  least  two  minutes. 
Titmouse  felt  desperately  angrvt  but  feared 
to  show  it;  and  the  timid,  rueful,  lackadai- 
sical air  with  which  he  regarded  the  dread- 
ad  Mr.  Gammon,  only  prolonged  and  ag- 
gravated the  agonies  of  that  gentleman. 
When  at  len^h,  he  had  a  little  recovered 
himself,  holding  his  left  hand  to  his  side 
with  an  exhausted  air,  he  entered  the  little 
apartment,  and  asked  Titmouse  what  in  the 
name  of  heaven  he  had  been  doing  to  him- 
self. ''  Without  this^'  (m  the  absurd  slang 
of  the  lawyers)  that  he  knew  all  the  while 
quite  well  what  Titmouse  had  been  about; 
but  he  wanted  the  enjoyment  of  hearing 
Titmouse^s  own  account  of  the  matter.  Tit- 
mouse, not  daring  to  hesitate,  complied — 
Gammon  listening  in  an  agony  of  suppress- 
ed laughter,  all  the  while  seeming  on  the 
pciat  of  bursting  a  blood-vessel.  He  look- 
ed as  little  at  Titmouse  as  he  could,  and 
was  growing  a  little  more  sedate,  when 
Titmouse,  in  a  truij  lamentable  tone,  in- 
qaind,  *'  WhdtVa  the  good,  Mr.  Gammon, 
^  ten  thoannd  a  yenr  with  such  ahead  of 


hair  as  this  V  On  hearingwhich,  Gammii 
jumped  off  his  chair,  started  to  the  window, 
and  such  an  explosion  of  laughter  followed, 
as  thr^tsned  to  crack  the  panes  of  gla« 
before  him.  This  was  too  much  for  Tit- 
mouse, who  presently  cried  aloud  in  a  griev- 
ous manner;  and  Gammon,  suddealy 
ceasing  his  laughter  turned  round  and  apolo" 
gized  in  the  most  earnest  manner;  afW 
which  he  uttered  an  abundance  of  sympt- 
thy  for  the  suffering^  which  **  he  deplorei 
baing  unable  to  alleviate.*'  He  even  r^ 
strained  himself  when  Titmouse  acain  and 
again  asked  him  if  he  could  not  ^*  have  the 
law**  of  the  man  who  had  so  imposed  on 
him .  Gammon  diverted  the  thoughts  of  hit 
suffering  client,  by  taking  from  his  pocket 
some  very  imposing  packages  of  paper  tied 
round  with  red  tape.  From  time  to  time, 
however,  he  almost  split  his  nose  with  «f 
forts  to  restrain  his  lauohter,  on  catching  • 
fresh  glimpse  of  poor  Titmouae*s  emeiaU 
hair. 

Gaamion  was  a  man  of  business,  how- 
ever; and  in  the  midst  of  all  this  distnei- 
ing  excitement,  contrived  to  get  Titmouse** 
signature  to  sundry  papers  of  no  little  oos 
sequence ;  amongst  others,  first,  to  a  bond 
conditioned  for  the  payment  of  J^SOO ;  se- 
condly, another  for  dS  10,000;  and,  lastly, 
an  agreement  (of  which  he  gave  Titmouie 
an  luleged  copy)  by  which  Titmouse,  is 
consideration  of  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon, 
and  8nap,  using  their  best  exertions  to  pst 
him  in  the  possession  of  the  estate,  &€., 
&c.,  bound  himself  to  conform  to  theii 
wishes  in  every  thing,  on*pain  of  their  in- 
stantly throwing  up  uie  whole  affair,  look- 
ing out  for  another  heir-at-law,  and  issuinr 
execution  forthwith  against  Titmouse  forau 
expenses  incurred  under  hb  retainer.  I 
said  that  Gammon  gave  his  copfiding  client 
an  alleged  copy  of  agreement : — it  was  not 
a  real  copy,  tor  certain  stipulations  appear- 
ed in  each  that  were  not  intended  to  appeti 
in  the  other,  for  reasons  which  were  per- 
fectly satisfactory  to  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gam- 
mon and  Snap.  When  Gammon  had  got 
to  this  point,  he  thought  it  the  fitting  op- 
portunity for  producing  a  second  five-poand' 
note.  He  did  so,  and  put  Titmouse  there- 
by into  an  ecstasy  which  pushed  out  of  his 
head  for  a  while  aU  recollection  of  what  had 
happened  to  his  hair.  He  had  at  that  mo- 
ment nearly  eleven  pounds  in  %ard  cash! 
Gammon  ^sily  obtained  from  him  an  ae- 
count  of  his  little  money  transa4tions  with 
Huckaback— of  -which,  howejrer,  all  he 
could  tell  was— that  for  ten  shiXings  down, 
he  had  given  a  written  engagement  to  psy 
ftdy  pcmn^a  ciiv  ^eWin^  the  estar^  '"'  ' 
Gammon  TQa/\Q  a  caxelxA  xn^mc 
p\aiii\n^  ^Sme  «.\xQc\cfv»  ^T^^sca^ 
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ktflk-r-and,  is  shorty  that  if  he  (TitaKffiae) 
did  not  look  very  sharply  about  him,  he 
woald  be  robbed  right  and  left ;  so  that  it 
was  of  the  utmost  consequeuce  to  him  eariy 
Co  learn  how  to  distinguish  between  false 
and  true  friends.  Gammon  went  on  to  aa- 
aore  him  that  the  instrument  he  had  given 
to  Huckaback  was,  probably,  in  point  of 
law,  not  worth  a  farthing,  on  the  |rround  of 
its  being  both  fraudulent  and  usunous;  and 
tntimat^  something,  which  Titmouse  did 
not  very  distinctly  comprehend,  about  the 
efficacy  of  a  bill  in  equity  for  a  dUcovery ; 
which,  at  a  very  insignificant  expense,  (not 
exceeding  jSlOO,)  would  oblige  the  plain- 
tiff in  equity  (t.  e.  Huckaback)  by  the  way 
of  declaring,  to  give  his  solemn  oath  that  he 
had  advanced  me  full  sum  of  M50:  and 
hating  obtained  this  important  and  satis- 
factory result.  Titmouse  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  disproving  the  statement  of 
Huckaback — if  he  could;  which  of  course 
he  could  not.  By  this  process,  however, 
a  little  profitable  employment  would  have 
been  afforded  to  a  certain  distinguished  finp 
in  Saffron  Hill — and  that  was  aomdhing — 
to  Gammon. 

**  But,  by  the  way,  talking  about  money," 
said  Titmouse,  suddenly,  "  how  surprising 
handsome  Mr.Tagrag  has  behaved  to  me!" 

**  Indeed,  my  d&r  sir !"  exclaimed  Gam- 
mon, with  real  curiosity,  ^^what  has  he 
doneV 

**  Advanced  me  five  pounds-— all  of  his 
own  head !" 

"Are  you  serious,  Mr.  Titmouse  1"  in- 
quired Gammon. 

Titmouse  produced  the  change  which^he 
had  obtained  for  Tagrag^s  fivo-pound  note, 
minus  only  the  prices  of  the  Cyanochaitan- 
thropopoion,  the  Damasc&s  cream,  and  the 
eye-glass.  Gammon  morely  stroked  his 
chin  in  a  thoughtful  manner.  So  occupied, 
indeed,  was  he  with  his  reflections,  that 
though  his  eye  was  fixed  on  the  ludicrous 
figure  of  Titmouse,  which,  so  shortly  before 
had  occasioned  him  such  paroxysms  of 
laughter,  he  did  not  feel  the  least  inclination 
even  to  a  smile.  Tagrag  advanced  Titmouse 
five  pounds!  Throwing  as  much  smiling 
indinerence  into  his  manner  as  was  possi- 
ble, he  asked  Titmouse  the  particulars  of  so 
strange  a  transaction.  Titmouse  dnswered 
(how  truly  the  reader  can  judge)  that  Mr. 
Tagrag  had,  in  the  very  handsomest  way, 
volonteered  the  loan  of  five  pounds ;  and 
moreover  offered  him  any  further  sum  he 
might  require !    # 

**What  a  charming  change,  Mr.  Tlt- 
mouaa !"  exclaimed  Gammon,  with  a  watch- 
ful eye  and  anxioaa  imile. 


'  ** Rather  middeiit  tool— ehT— 4ifr.  Til- 
mouse  1" 

**  Whyr-no-^ao ;  .1  should  say  *pon  my 
life,  certainly  not.  The  fact  is,  we've  long 
misunderstood  each  other.  He's  had  jUi 
unconimon  good  opinion  of  me  all  the  while 
— people  have  triea  to  set  him  against  me; 
but  it  s  no  use,  he's  found  them  out— he 
told  me  so!  And  he's  not  only  said  but 
done  the  handsome  thing!  He's  turned 
up,  by  Jove,  a  trump  all  of  a  sudden*~though 
it  long  looked  an  ugly  one." 

"Ha,  ha,  ha! — very! — how  curious!" 
exclaimed  Mr.  Gammon  mechanically,  re- 
volving several  important  matters  in  his 
mind. 

"  I'm  going,  too,  to  dine  at  Satin  Lodge, 
Mr.  Tagrag's  country  house,  next  Sunday •** 

"  Indeed ;  it  will  be  quite  a  change  for 
you,  Mr.  Titmouse." 

"Yes,  it  will,  by  Jove;  and — a^^a  — 
what's  more — there's — ^hem— hem !  — ^yoe 
understand  !" 

"  Go  on,  I  beg,  my  dear  Mr.  Titmouse."  v 

"There's  a  lady  in  the  case— not  that 
she's  8aid  any  thing ;  but  a  nod's  as  good 
as  a  wink  to  a  blind  horse-— eh  I  Mr.  Gam- 
mon 1" 

"I  should  think  so— Miss  Tagrag  wiU 
have  money  of  course  1" 

"You've  hit  it!  Lots!  But  I've  not 
made  up  my  mind." 

"  I'd  better  undeceive  this  poor  devil  at 
once,  as  to  this  sordid  wretch  Tagrag," 
thought  Gammon,  "  otlierwise  the  cunmne 
old  rogue  may  get  a  very  mischievous  hold 
upon  him !  And  a  lady  in  the  ease !  The  • 
old  scamp  has  a  daughter!  Whew!  this 
will  never  do !  The  sooner  I  enlighten  my 
young  friend  the  better — though  at  a  little 
risk.'^ 

"  It's  very  important  to  be  able  to  tell  who 
are  real  and  who  are  false  friends,  as  I  wae 
saying  just  now,  my  dear  Titmouse,"  sa*<i 
Gammon,  seriously. 

"I  tliink  so.  Now  look,  for  instance, 
there's  that  fellow  Huckaback.  I  should 
say  ho        " 

"  Pho !  pho !  my  dear  sir,  a  mere  beetle 
— he's  not  worth  thinking  of,  one  way  oi 
the  other.  But,  can't  you  guess  another 
sham  friend,  who  has  changeid  so  sudden- 
ly !" 

"  Do  you  mean  Mr.  Tagrag— eh  T" 

"  I  mention  no  names ;  but  it's  rather  odd, 
that  when  I  am  speaking  of  hollow-hearted 
friends,  you  should  at  once  same  Mr.  Tag- 
rag." 

"  The  proof  of  the  pudding — handsome 
is  that  handsome  does ;  ax)d,  rve  got  JS5  of 
his  money  at  an^  nxa.^^ 

"  Of  course  Yve  XooV  xlo  ^«caxvv^  ^^\  ^»r.% 
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it  trifle,  between  Bach  dose  friends  as  you 
and  him  V 

«*0h — ^why-^now  you  mention  it — but, 
"'twas  only  rf  line— one  line." 

*«  I  knew  it,  my  dear  sir,'*  interrupted 
Gammon  calmly i  with  a  si^ificant  smile — 
••Tagrag  and  Hnckaback,  they're  on  a  par 
-—ah,  ha,  ha !  My  dear  Titmouse,  you  are 
too  honest  and  confiding!" 

"  What  keen  eyes  you  lawyers  have,  to 
be  sure!  Well — I  never" — be  was  evi- 
dently somewhat  staggered — *♦  I — ^I — must 
say,"  he  presently  added,  looking  grateful- 
ly at  Gammon,  **  [  think  I  do  now  know  of 
a  true  friend,  ^at  sent  me  two  five-pound 
notes,  and  never  asked  for  any  security." 

**  My  dear  sir,  you  really  pain  me  by  ri- 
luding  to  such  a  matter !" 

Oh,  Grammon,  is  not  thft  too  bad  1  What 
are  the  papers  which  yon  know  are  now  in 
TOUT  pockets,  signed  only  this  very  evening 
iy  Titmouse  t 

"  You  are  not  a  match  for  Tagrag,  Tit- 
mouse ;  because  he  was  made  for  a  trades- 
man— you  are  not.  Do  you  think  he  would 
have  parted  with  bis  £5  but  for  value  re- 
ceived 1    Oh,  Tagrag !  Taffras !" 

**  I — ^I  really  begin  to  uiii£,  Mr.  Gam- 
mon— 'pon  my  soul,  I  do  think  ydu're 
right." 

"  Think !  —Why — ^for  a  man  of  your 
acuteness — ^how  could  he  imagine  you 
could  forget  the  long  course  of  insult  and 
tyranny;  that  he  snould  change  all  of  a 
sudden — just  now,  when " 

•*  Ay— by  Jove ! — just  when  Vm  coming 
into  my  property,"  interrupted  Titmouse, 
quickly. 
^  **To  be  sure— to  be  sure! — Just  now,  I 
say,  to  make  this  sudden  change!  Bali! 
Bah !" 

**I  hate  Tagraff,  and  always  did.  Now, 
he*s  trying  to  taice  me  in,  just  as  he  does 
every  body;  but  I*ve  found  him  out — ^I 
won't  lay  out  a  penny  with  him." 

"  Would  you,  do  you  think,*  ever  have 
seen  the  inside  of  Satin  Lodge,  if  you 
hadn't " 

"Why,  I  don't  know— I  really  think— 
hem!" 

•♦  Were  you,  my  dear  sir  ? — But  now  a 
scheme  oocure  to  me — a  very  amusing  idea. 
Shall  I  tell  you  a  way  of  proving  to  his  own 
face  how  insincere  and  interested  be  is  to- 
wards youl    Go  to  dinner  by  all  means, 
eat  his  good  things,  hear  all  that  the  whole 
set  of  them  have  to  say,  and  just  before  you 
•  go,  (it  will  require  you  to  have  all  your  wits 
about  you,)  pretend,  with  a  long  face,  that 
oar  Bfmir  is  all  a  bottle  of  smoke :  say  that 
Messrs,  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  have 
iold  you  the  day  before  that  they  had  made 
«  a<»rid  mistake, " 


•*Ton  my  life,  I— I— re«lly— daren't^ 
couldn't— I  couldn't  keep  it  up— he'd  hsff 
kill  me.  Besides,  there  will  be  Miss  Ta£^ 
rag,  it  would  be  the  death  of  her,  I  know/* 

**Miss  Tacrag !  Gracious  heavens! 
What  on  earm  can  you  have  to  do  with 
her  f  You — why,  if  you  really  succeed  b 
getting  this  fine  property,  she  might  maks 
a  very  suitable  wife  lor  one  of  your  grooms." 

•*  Ah !  I  don't  know — she  may  be  a  devil- 
ish fine  girl,  and  the  old  fellow  will  have  a 
tolerable  penny  to  leave  her — and  a  bird  in 
the  hand— eh f  Besides  I  know  what  she's 
all  along — ^hem ! — ^but  that  doesn't  signify." 

'*  Pho !  pho !  Ridiculous  !  Ha,  ha,  ha! 
Fancy  Miss  Tamg  Mre.  Titmouse !  Youi 
eldest  son — ah,  na,  ha!  Tagrag  Titmouse, 
Esq.  Delightful.  Your  honoured  father  a 
draper  in  Oxford  Street !"  All  this  might  be 
very  clever,  but  it  did  not  seem  to  tell  upon 
Titmouse,  whose  little  heart  had  been  reach- 
ed by  a  cunning  hint  of  Tagrag's,  concern- 
ing his  daughter's  flattering  eatimate  ol 
Titmouse's  peraonal  appearance.  The  rea 
son  why  Gammon  attacked  so  seriously  a 
matter  which  appeared  so  chimerical  and 
preposterous,  was  this— that,  according  to 
nis  present  plan.  Titmouse  was  to  remaii 
for  some  considerable  while  at  Tagrag's,  and 
with  his  utter  weakness  of  character,  might 
be  worked  upon  by  Tagrag  and  his  daugh- 
ter, and  ^t  inveigled  into  an  engagem^t 
which  might  be  productive  hereafter  of  do 
little  embarrassment.  He  succeeded,  how- 
ever, at  length,  in  obtaining  Titmouse's 
SromiSe  to  adopt  his  suggestion,  and  there- 
y  discover  the  true  nature  of  the  feeliii^ 
entertained  towards  him  at  Satin*  Lodge.— 
He  shook  Titmouse  energetically  by  the 
hand,  and  left  him  perfectly  certain,  that  if 
there  was  one  person  in  the  world  worthy 
of  his  esteem,  and  even  reverence,  that  p6^ 
son  was  Oily  Gammon,  Esq. 

As  he  bent  his  steps  towards  Saffron  Hill, 
he  reflected  rather  anxiously  on  several  mai- 
tera  that  had  occurred  to  him  during  the  in- 
terview which  I  have  just  described.  On 
reaching  the  office,  he  was  presently  closet^ 
ed  with  Mr.  Quirk,  to  whom,  firet  and  fore- 
most, he  exhibited  and  delivered  the  docu- 
ments to  which  he  had  obtained  Titmouse's 
signature,  and  which,  the  reader  will  allow 
me  to  assure  him,  were  of  a  somewhat  dif- 
ferent texture  from  a  certain  legal  instrument 
or  security  which  I  laid  before  him  some 
little  time  ago. 

**Now,  Gammon,"  said  the  old  gentle- 
man, as  soon  as  he  h&d  locked  up  in  bis 
safe  the  above-mentioned  documents— 
'*Now,  Gammon,  I  think  we  may  be  up 
and  at  ^em\  \o«\  qm\  ^"cit&t  ^x^i  blass 
a.way,*'  aiAVeTv\Ai«dLV\^\v'MA%. 

i^^^ea^  «m^  \c(n^  «.itf^>^\^  ^O^^'^^eGiNsk 
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frieptTStion!  Bst  I  jtnt  want  to  name  a 
thing  or  two  that  lias  ooeorred  to  me  while 
with  Titmonae*'*  Then  he  told  him  of  the 
eiTects  which  had  followed  the  nae  of  fbe 
potejit  Cyanochaitanthropo^oion,  at  which 
old  Qairk  almost  laughed  himself  into  fits. 
When,  howerer,  Chmamon,  with  a  serious 
air,  mentioned  the  name  of  Miss  'fagrag, 
and  his  grare  suspicions  concerning  her. 
Quirk  bounced  up  out  of  his  chair,  almost 
ttartlinff  Gammon  out  ofkis.  If  he  had  just 
been  told  that  his  banker  had  broke,  he 
could  scarce  have  shown  more  emotion. 

The  fact  was,  that  he,  too,  had  a  dauoh- 
Ttn— an  only-vhild — Miss  Quitk— >whom 
he  had  destined  to  become  Mrs.  Titmouse. 

**  A  designing  old  yillain !"  he  exclaimed 
it  length ;  and  Gammon  agreed  with  him ; 
but,  strange  to  say,  vritti  au  his  acuteness, 
nerer  adrerted  to  the  real  cause  of  Quirk's 
sudden  and  rehement  exclamation.  When 
Gammon  told  him  of  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  opened  Titmouse's  eyes  to  ftie  kna- 
very of  Tagrag,  and  the  expedient  he  had 
suggested  &t  its  demonstration,  Quirk  could 
have  worshipped  Gammon,  and  could  not 
help  rising  and  shaking  him  energetically 
by  the  hand,  much  to  his  astomshment. 
After  a  long  consultation,  two  things  were 
agreed  upon  by  the  partners  ^  to  look  out 
fresh  lodgings  for  Titmouse,  and  remove 
him  presently  altogether  from  the  company 
and  influence  of  Ta|^g.  Some  time  after 
they  had  parted,  Quirk  came  with  an  eager 
air  into  Mr.  Gammon's  room,  with  a  most 
important  suggestion,  viz.:  whether  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  ihem  to  get  Tagrag  to 
become  a  twrtty  to  them,  by  and  by,  on  be- 
half of  Titmouse !  Gammon  was  delighted ! 
He  heartily  commended  Mr.  Quirk's  saga- 
etty,  and  promised  to  turn  it  about  in  his 
thoughts  very  carefully.  Not  having  been 
let  entirely  into  Quirk's  policy  (of  which 
the  reader  has,  however,  just  had  a  glimpse,) 
he  did  not  see  the  difficulties  which  kept 
Quirk  awake  almost  all  that  ni?ht— how  to 
protect  Titmouse  from  the  machinations  of 
Tagrag  and  his  daughter,  and  yet  keep 
Tagrag  sufficiently  ipterested  in,  and  inti- 
mate with  Titmouse,  to  entertain,  by  and 
by,  the  idea  of  becoming  surety  for  mm  to 
them,  the  said  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon, 
and  Snap ;  and  how  to  manage  Titmouse 
all  ^  while,  so  as  to  forward  meir  objects, 
and  also  that  of  turning  his  attention 
towards  Miss  Quirk,  was  really  «  rather 
dtffievlt  problem.  Quirk  looked  down  on 
Tdmg  with  honest  indignation,  as  a  mean 
and  mercenary  fellow,  whose  unprincipled 
•ehemes;'  thank  heaven!  he  already  saw 
Aroagh,  and  from  which  he  determined  to 
«Meo0  }^  ianoeent  and  eonAtlUng  cUent, 


who  wav  made  for  tietter  thingaF— 1#  wU^ 
Min  Quirk. 

When  Titmonse  rose  the  next  mormiy, 
(Saturday,)  behold — he  found  hi^  haif  |ia4 
become  of  a  variously  shaded  purple  or  vi^ 
let  colour!  Astonishment  and  apprehension 
by  turns  possessed  him,  as  he  stared  into 
the  ^asa,  at  this  unlocked  fbr  change  of 
colour;  and  hastily  dressing  himself;  afkar 
swallowing  a  very  slight  breakfast,  off  his 
went  once  more  to  ^e  scientific  establidi- 
ment  in  Bond  Street,  to  which  he  had  been 
indebted  for:  his  recent  delightful  experi- 
ences. The  distinguished  inventor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Cyanochaitanthrdpopoion  was 
behind  the  counter  as  usual — calm  and  go»- 
fident  as  ever. 

«•  Ah !  I  see— as  I  said !— as  I  said  t  im^t 
it  1— coming  round  quicker  than  usiial-^ 
really,  I'm  selling  more  of  the  article  than 
I  can  possibly  make." 

•«Well,"--at  length  said  Titmouse,  as 
soon  as  he  had  recovered  from  the  surprise 
occasioned  by  the  sudden  volubility  with 
which  he  had  been  assaUed^  on  entering^— 
^  then  if  it  really  going  on  tolerable  well  1** 
taking  off  his  hat  and  looking  anxiously  in- 
to a  riass  that  hung  close  by. 

^Tolerable  Well!  delightful!  peifeet! 
couldn't  be  better!  If  you'd  studied  thi 
Aing,  you'd  know,  sir,  that  purple  is  thn 
middle  colour  between  green  ana  blacks-— 
Indeed,  black  is  only  purple  and  green  mix- 
ed, which  explains  the  whole  thing!** 

Titmouse  listened  with  infinite  satisfac- 
tion to  this  philosophical  statement. 

**  Remember,  sir,  my  hair  is  to  come  Ukn 
yours^i-^hl  you  recollect,  sir  1" 

*•  I  have  very  little  doubt  of  it,  sir— ^nay, 
I  am  certain  of  it,  knowing  it  by  experience.** 

The  scamp  had  been  nired  exprsssly  for 
the  purpose  of  lying  ^us  in  support  of  the 
Cyiuiochaitanthropopoion ;  his  own  hair  b4- 
ing  a  natural  black. 

**Iam  going  to  a  grand  dinner  to^noi- 
row,  sir,"  saidTitmouse,  ^  with  some  de- 
vilish great  people  at  the  west  end  of  the 
town— eh  ?  you  understand  ?  wHl  it  do  by 
that  time!  Would  give  a  trifle  to  get  my 
hair  a  shade  darker  by  that  time— Tot— 
hem! — ^most  lovely  ^at-^f  you  nndeiw 
stand  the  thing  1  de^ish  anxious  nnd  all 
that  sort  of  thing,  yon  know !" 

••  Yes— I  do?'  replied  the  gentleman  if 
the  shop,  in  a  confidential  tone ;  and  open- 
ing one  of  the  glass  doors  hehind  him,  took 
oat  a  bottle  considerably  larger  than  thn 
first,  and  handed  it  to  TiUnouse.  ^Thisr 
said  he,  *<  wHl  complete  t]^  thing;  it  ooni- 
bines  chemically  with  the  nai:^<^  \(u&e&rv 
and  te  TennU  in— -^gefiieciM:)  wvxv^.  ^  ^^ 

l^boOi  two  dVfl^  tXBM»         ^ 
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« |tat  it  ^l  dp  MMfMi^  in  a  lugjbi's 
me—^h! — eiirely. 

•«I  should  thiak  80 !  Bat  here  it  Is— .it  is 
^called  the  TfiTAHAOMEicoN  Abiucadabka/* 

*<What  t  name  I'*  exclaimed  Titmouae, 
"Mitk  a  kind  of  awe.  **  'Pon  honour,  it  al- 
taiost  takes  one's  breath  away—** 

**  tt  will  do  more,  sir — it  will  take  yoor 
red  hair  away !  By  the  way,  only  the  day 
before  yesterday,  t  lady  of  hifili  rank,  (be- 
tween ourselves  Lady  CaroUne  Carrot,^ 
whose  red  hair  always  seemed  as  if  it  woula 
have  set  her  bonnet  m  a  blaze,  came  here, 
after  two  days*  use  of  the  Cyanochaitan- 
thropopoion,  and  one  day's  use  of  this 
Tetaragmenon  Abracadabra — apd  asked  me 
if  I  k^w  her.  Upon  my  soul  I  did  not, 
till  she  solemnly  assured  me  that  she  was 
'really  Lady  Caroline  !** 

**How  much  is  iti**  eagerly  inquired 
iTitmouse,  thrusting  his  hand  into  his  pock- 
et, with  no  little  excitement 

**  Only  nine-and-sixpence.** 

'*  Good  gracious,  what  a  price ! — ^nino- 
and-six— ^" 

.  "Would  you  belioTe  it,  sir  1  This  ex- 
traordinary fluid  cost  a  distinffuished  Ger^ 
man  chemist  his  whole  life  to  bring  to  per- 
f<^tion ;  and  it  contains  expensive  materials 
^om  ail  the  four  comers  ot  the  world.'* 

*'  I've  laid  out  a  large  figure  with  you, 
sir,  this  day  or  two— couldnH  you  say  eight 
sh ." 

"  We  never  abate,  sir,**  said  the  gentle- 
man, rather  haughtily.  Of  course  poor 
lltmouae  bought  the  thing ;  not  a  little  de- 
nressed,  however,  at  the  heavy  prices  he 
had  paid  for  the  three  bottles,  and  the  un- 
certainty he  felt  as  to  the  ultimate  issue. 
That  night,  he  was  so  well  satisfied  with 
the  progress  which  the  hair  on  his  head  was 
making,  (for  by  candle-light  it  really  looked 
very  dark,)  that  he  resolved— at  all  events 
for  the  present^.^  leave  well  alone ;  or,  at 
the  utmost,  to  try  the  effects  of  the  Tetarag- 
menon Abracadabra  only  upon  his  eyebrows 
and  whiskers.  Into  them  he  rubbed  the 
jiew  specific ;  which,  on  the  bottle  being 
ppenea,  surprised  him  in  two  respects  :— 
first,  it  was  perfectly  colourless ;  secondly, 
it  had  a  most  infernal  smell.  However,  it 
,was  np  use  hesitating ;  he  had  bought  and 
paid  for  it;  and  the  papers  it  was  folded  in 
(piye  an  account  of  its  success,  which  was 
*ieally  irresistible  and  unquestionable. — 
Avf^j,  therefore,  he  rubbed— and  when  he 
Qt^  finished,  got  into  bed,  in  humble  hope 
•as  to  the  result,  which  wisold  be  disclosed 
by  th^  moming*s  light!  But  would  you 
Mieve  It  ^  When  he  iObked  at  himself  in 
ib^gi^aa  abo^if  six  o'clock,  (at  which  Yioui 


snow,  whkh,  cef&Mmug  with.  4ie  p^||i 

colour  of  the  hair  on  his  head,  rendered  hi^ 
one  of  the  most  astounding  objects  (in  hi* 
man  shaupe)  the  eye  of  man  had  ever  be 
h^kL  Tiiere  was  the  wisdom  of  age  scaled 
in  his  eyebrows  and  whiskers,  unspeakabk 
folly  in  his  features,  and  a  purple  crowa^ 
woNDiR  on  his  head.   . 

Really,  it  seemed  as  if  the  devil  weie 
wreaking  his  spite  on  Mr.  Titmouse !— naj, 
perhaps  it  was  the  devil  himself  ^ho  had 
served  him  with  the  bottles  in  Bond  StxatL 
Or  was  it  a  mere  ordinary  servant  of  the 
devil— some  greedy,  impudent,  unpriaGi- 
pled  speculator,  who,^  desirous  of  actings 
the  approved  maxim— flui/  expfrinentumn^ 
eorport  vili — ^had  pitched  on  Titmouse  (see- 
ing the  sort  of  person  he  was)  as  a  godsend, 
quite  reckless  what  effect  he  produced  os 
his  hair,  so  as  the  stuff  was  paid  for,  tad 
its  effects  noted  1  It  might  posaibly  ban 
been  sport  to  the  gentleman  of  the  shop,bal 
it  was  near  proving  death  to  poor  Titmoust, 
who  re^y  might  have  resolved  on  throwisg 
himself  out  of  the  window,  only  that  he  saw 
it  was  not  big  enough  for  a  baby  to  gst 
through.  He  turned  aghast  at  the  moa* 
strous  object  which  his  little  glass  presemp 
ed  to  him;  and  sunk  down  upon  the  bed 
with  a  feeling  as  if  he  were  now  fitfcr 
death.  As  before,  Mrs.  Squallop  naadeher 
appearance  with  his  kettle  for  breakfitft 
He  was  sitting  at  the  table,  dressed,  tod 
with  his  arms  folded,  with  a  reckless  air, 
not  at  all  caring  to  conceal  the  new  and  still 
more  frightful  change  which  he  had  under- 

frone,  since  she  saw  him  last.  Mrs.  Squsl^ 
op  stared  at  him  for  a  second  or  two  ii 
silence;  then  stepping  back  out  of  thr 
room,  suddenly  drew  to  the  door,  and  stood 
outside,  laughing  vehemently. 

'^I'U  kicK  you  down  stairs!**  shoated 
Titmouse,  rushing  to  the  door,  pale  wiU 
fury,  and  pulling  it  open. 

«(Mr. — Mr.— Htmouse,  you'll  be  the 
death  of  me— you  will— rvoa  will !"  gasped 
Mrs.  Squallop,  almost  black  in  the  face, 
and  the  water  running  out  of  the  kettle, 
which  she  was  unconsciously  holding  in  t 
slant.  AfWr  a  while,  however,  they  got 
reconciled.  Mrs.  Squallop  had  fancied  hi 
had  been  but  rubbing  chalk  on  his  eyebrowt 
and  whiskers ;  and  seemed  dismayed  in- 
deed, on  hearing  the  true  state  of  the  esse. 
He  implored  her  to  send  out  for  a  sooU 
bottle  of  ink;  but  as  it  was  Sunday  moni- 
ing,  none  could  be  got— and  she  teased  his 
to  try  a  little  blacking  1  He  did;  butef 
course  it  was  useless*  He  sat  for  an  hour 
two  in  an  ecstasy  of  grief  and  laga 


or 


WVial^wild  he  now  have  given  nevarte 


^  awoke,)!  protest  it  as  a  fact,  that  hiavYvaye  in»i^\«^  ^'^^^^^Vs^  ^\v^^ 
•yebrowa  auad  wbiaken  werd  as  white  aa\^)ho^^V^^i^oa«^'^>3cn.^s^ti^^NtNif^^ 
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witb  what  moanifal  fbvoe  Mm. 
8qmllop*s  word«  agmin  and  again  reenned 
t»  him!  To  «aj  that  he  am|>reakfii8t, 
would  be  eearoely  oorrect^He  drank  a 
itegle  eap  of  eoeoa,  and  eat  about  three 
inehea  length  and  thickneaa  of  a  roll,  and 
then  pot  awaj  his  break/aat  thinga  on  the 
window-ahelf.  If  he  had  been  in  the  hu- 
■aonr  to  go  to  chorch,  how  could  he?  he 
would  have  been  turned  out  aa  an  ob- 
jeot  InTolnntarily  ezcidng  every  body  to 
paghter. 

let,  peoraool,  in  this  eztremity  of  mia- 
ary,  he  waa  not  utterly  neglected ;  for  he 
had  that  morning  quite  a  litSe  levee.    Firat 
aame   Mr.  Snap,  who,  having   quite  aa 
keen  and  clear  an  eye  for  hia  own  interest 
aa  his  senior  partners,  had  early  seen  how 
eapable  was  acquaintance  with  Titmouse  of 
being  turned  to  nis  (Snap's)  great  advan- 
tage.   He  had   come,  theiefoTe,   dressed 
very  stylishly,  to  do  a  little  bit  of  toadyin? 
en  the  aly,  (on  his  own  exclusive  acieount,) 
and  had  brought  with  him,  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  Titmouse,  a  oop^  of  that  day's  Stm' 
day  Fkah^  which  contained  a  long  account 
ef  a  bloody   fight   between   Birmingham 
Biffbonea  and  London  Littlego,  for  J6500  a 
ai&-— eightjr  rounda  were  fought,  both  men 
killed,  and  their   seconds  had  bolted  to 
Bonlome.    Poor  Snap,  however,  though 
he  had  come  with  the  best  intentions,  and 
the  moat  anxious  wish  to  evince  profound 
respect  for  iSb%  future  master  often  monsand 
A  year,  waa  quite  taken  by  storm  by  the 
^TY  first  glimpse  he  got  of  Titmouse,  and 
eonld  not  for  a  long  vrhile  recover  himself. 
He  had  come  to  ask  Titmouse  to  dine  with 
him  at  a  tavern  in  the  Strand,  where  there 
waa  to  be  capital  singing  in  the  evening; 
and  alao  to  accompany  him,  on  the  ensuing 
iMrning,  to  the  Old  Bailey,  to  hear  **a 
flMet  interesting  trial"  for  bigamy,  in  which 
Snap  was  concerned  for  the  prisoner—a 
miacrsant  who  had  been  married  to  five 
Hving  women.    Snap  conceived— «nd  very 
testly— -that  it  woula  give  'Htmottse  a  stn- 
Idng  idea  of  hia  (Snap's)  importance,  to  see 
him  so  much,  and  anparently  so  familiarly 
eoneemed  with  well  known  counsel.    In 
his  own  terse  and  quaint  way,  he  was  ex- 
^aining  to  Titmouse  the  various  remedies 
lie  had  against  the  Bond  Street  impostor, 
both  by  iiMictment  and  action  on  the  case ; 
nay,  (getting  a  little,  however,  beyond  his 
depth,)  he  assured  the  eager  Titmouse,  that 
A  oiU  of  discovery  would  lie  in  equity,  to 
asderlain  vrfaattheTetaragmenon  Abracada- 
bra was  eomposed  of,  wiUi  a  view  to  an  in- 
dietment  against  the  owner,  when  his  leam- 
#d  display  was  interrupted  by  a  double 
knock,   and— oh J— enter  Mr,    Gammon! 
Whether  be  or  Snap  &Itmon 


I  «aniiot  say  r  b«it  Snap^lMiMIhe  moiit  ooiK 
fused  and  aneaking.    fiach  told  the  other  a 
lie,  in  as  easy,  gtxidHiatnrsd  a  way  as  he 
could  assume,  eoneeming  the  object  of  his' 
viait  to  Mr.  Titmouse.    Tims  they  were 
ffoinff  on,  when — another  knock>-and,  **l9 
Uua  Mr.  Titmouse'sl"  inquired  a  voice, 
whidi  bfooght  a  little  colour  into  the  face 
of  both  Gammon  and  Snap ;  for  it  vras  ab- 
solutely old  Quirk,  who  bustled  breathless 
into  the  room,  on  his  first  visit,  and  aeemed 
completely  confounded  by  the  sight  of  both 
his  partners.    What,  with  this,  and  the 
amazing  appearance  presented  by  Titmouse, 
Mr.  QuirK  was  so  overwhelmed,  that  he 
scarce  spoke  a  syllable.    Each  of  the  three 
partnersL  felt  (in  his  own  way)  exquiai^ 
embarrassment.     Huckaback   aome   time 
afierwaida  made  his  appearance,  but  kim 
Titmouse  unceremoniously  dismissed  in  a 
twinkling,  in  spite  of  a  vehement  remon- 
strance.   But  presently  behold  another  ai^ 
rival— Mr.  IV^P^'  ^"^  ^*^  come  to  an- 
nounce that  his  carriage,  (t.  e.  a  queer,  rick- 
ety, little  one-borse  chaise,  with  a  tallow 
faced  boy  in  it,  in  fiided  livery,)  was  wait- 
ing to  convey  Mr.  Titmouse  to  Satin  Lodge^ 
aM  take  him  a  long  drive  in  the  country ! 
Each  of  these  four  worthies  could  have  spit 
in  the  other's  feoe ;  first;  for  dlstoettW,  and 
secondly,  for  rivailing  him  in  his  schemes 
upon  'ntmoose.    A  few  minutes  after  the 
arrival  of  Tagraff,  Gammon,  half  choked 
with  diagust,  and  jleapising  himself  even 
more  than  his  fellow-visiters,  slunk  off,  Ibl^  - 
lowed  almost  immediately  by  Qidrk,  who 
was  dying  to  consult  him  on  this  new  a^ 
peeto/^a&ira  which  had  preaented  itself. 
Snap  (who  ever  since  the  arrival  of  Measrs. 
Quirk  and  Gammon,  had  felt  like  an  ape  in 
hot  irons)  very  shortly  followed  in  the  foo^ 
steps  of  his  partnera,  havii^  made  no  en* 
gagement  vrhatever  with  'ntmouse ;  and 
mus  the  enterprising  and  determined  Tag^ 
rag  waa  left  master  of  the  field.    He  had, 
in  fhct,  come  to  de  business;  and  business 
he  determined  to  do.    As  for  Gammon,  dn- 
rinff  &e  short  time  he  had  stayed,  how  he 
had  endeared  himself  to  Titmouse,  by  ex* 
plaining,  not  awaie  that  Titmouse  had  con- 
fessed all  to  Snq>,  the  singular  change  in 
the  colour  of  his  hair  to  have  been  oooa- 
sioned  by  the  intense  mental  anxie^  through 
which  he  had  lately  passed !    The  anec- 
dotes he  told  of  sufferats.  whose  hair  a  siiH 
gle  night's  agony  had  dmnged  to  aUthe  eo» 
lonra  of  therainbow !    Thcmgh  Tagrag  oat* 
stayed  all  his  fiBllow-yiBiters,  in  the  manner 
whidi  has  been  described,  he  couhl  not  pn^ 
vail  upon  Titmouse  to  accompany  him  m 
his  •«  carriage^"  for  TttaMoaa  ^VauM.  <^ 
pressmg  cnB^;ai^;Bai«nt|  U,  e.  %^t«^«w^^ 
tempt  &  pia^QiMiwii^xo^^da^ 
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pe«nmee«t  Satin  Ltdge  ait  tbe  appotnltd  wore  lensr  wfake  glovw;  her  left  liandMI- 


tMUju-t-hal^mist  three  or  four  oVdook.  Away, 
tkcrefere,  ixowe  Ttgrag,  deligfated  that 
iMok  Lodge  would  so  soon  eontaiki  ao  v»> 
splendent  a  TisHiir^-indignant  St  the  cring- 
iagy  syeophantie  atientioiis  of  Mesnrs. 
Quirk,  and  GaolBlOl^  and  Snapv  against 
wImnbi  he  resolred  to  put  Tilmoase  tttt  his 
«  guard,  and  infinilelj  astonished  at  the  ez- 
tmoidinary  change  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  colour  of  Tteonse's  hair.  Partly 
influenood  hy  the  explanation  whidi  6am- 
num  had  given  of  the  phenomenon,  Tagrag 
leaigned  himself  to  feelings  of  simple  won- 
der. Titmouse  was  doubtless  passing 
through  stages  of  physieal  transmpgrifiesr 
tion,  cenespondiH  with  the  marrellous 
ohsAge  that  was  tiSdng  place  in  his  oiienm- 
alances;  and  for  idl  he  >(Tagfag)  knew, 
other  and  meie  eKtmotdinary  oianges  were 
«ring  on;  Htmoose  miffht  be  growing  at 
3m  rate  ef  in  half4nch  a  dat,  and  soon 
stend  before  him  i  man  moee  than  six  feet 
high!  Considerations  such  as  these,  in- 
¥Mted  Titmouse  with  intense  and  orerpew- 
eiing  interest  in  ths  estiiukdon  of  TagM; 
kow  could  he  make  enough  of  him  at  Satm 
Lodge  that  day!  If  cTsr  that  hardened 
sinner  felt  faiciined  to  titter  an  inward  pmr- 
er,  tt  was  as  he  drove  home  4hint  haaTen 
would  anrar  his  daughter  in  angri  hues  to 
the  eyes  of  Titmouse! 

My  fHend  Tittlebat  mode  his  appeanmee 
at  the  gate  of  Satin  Lodge,  at  about  a  tjuar- 
ter  to  tour  o'clock.  Oomi  nacious,  how  he 
had  dressed  hirae^  out !  He  considerahly 
exceeded  his  appearance  when  first  present- 
ed to  the  reader. 

MiSB  Tagrag  had  been  hefosB  her  glass 
since  the  instant  of  her  return  from 


chapel,  up  to  within  tan  minutei*  time  of 

Titmouse's  arrival.    An  hour  and  a  half 

at  least  had  she  bestowed  on  her  hair,  dis- 
posing it  in  little  corkscrew  and  some- 
what scanly  -curls,  Ihat  ^oite  gftistened  in 

bear's  grease,  hanging  on  each  side  of  a 

pair  of  leaoB  and  saudw  cheeka.   TThe  colour 

which  ought  to  hAve  distribiited  itself  over 

her  cheeks  in  resAtedelic80¥,  had  thought 

fittoccdlectits^  iMo  the  t^  of  her  Sharp 

lit^  nose.    Her  small  gMijreyea  beamed 

with  the  gentle  and  attraotiTC  expreasion 

that  was  peroeptihle  in  her  Ihther's,  and  her 

projecting  under  lip  reminded  eveiy^hody  of 

that  delioate  feature  in  ha  modier.    She 

wsa  very  short  and  her  figvore  rather  akinny 

and  angular.    She  Wore  niMr  Ulac-coloured 

ftoek;  her  waist  heitif  pinched  in  to  a  de- 

giee  thatmade  you  thuric  of  a  fit  of  thecolio 

whof  yen  looked  at  her.    A  long  red  sash 

iW  in  mmoet  afahdnle  how,gaTea^«ry\eaiaVflAa|[nfiie')  csGteR&^^^ssRSa&a.  ^sClli 
MMmnf  mr  io  km  dmm  coierally.    8hn\T«fca%. 


ing  a  pocket  handkerchief,  whieli  she  hsi 
suffused  with  bergamot  that  aoenled  Iks 
wiiole  room.    Mrs,  Tagrag  had  made  her* 
self  very  splendid,  in  a  red  ailk  gown  aal 
staring  hcttd-dress.    As  for  Mr.  Tisgrsg, 
whenever  he  was  dressed  in  his  Sunday 
clothes,  he  looked  the  model  of  a  diseenliBB 
minister :  in  his  black  coat,  Waiateoat,  nl 
trousera,  and  primly  tied  white  nedkevchief, 
with  no  Bhirt-collar  visible.    For  a  quartn 
of  an  hour  had  this  intsresting  trio  been 
standing  at  their  parlour  window,  in  am- 
icus  expectation   of  Titmouse's  arrival; 
their  only  amusement  being  the  nomberiMS 
dusty  stag»«coachea  driving  every  five  mi- 
nutes close  past  their  pate,  (which  wm 
about  ten  yards  from  their  house,)  at  onaa 
enlivening  and  ilnraUxing  the  eeeoe.    Ok, 
that  poorTahomam^adMi  with  duet,  droop- 
ing with  drought,  and  evidently  in  die  vay 
last  stage  of  a  decline    that  waa  plantai 
beaide  m  little  gate !    Tagrag  BotJkit  of 
cutting  it  dovm ;  hut  Mrs.  mid  Miaa  T^^ 
rag  h^fged  itk  life  a  little  lonrap— 4hen  lUt 
simject  drooped.    How  was  it  that,  thoogk 
both  the  laaies  had  eat  under  a  thnndering 
diBcourse   from  Mr.  Dismal    Horror  that 
morning-^they  had  never  once  since  thougkt 
or  spoke   of  him  or  his  sermon--  ncwr 
even  onened  his  **(rroafit."    The  resson 
waa  plain.    They  Ihonght  of  Tftmoose, 
who  was  bringing  ^airs  firem  kewen;" 
while  Horror  brought  only  ^  blaata  firom 
hell"— and  ikon  they  bad  every  day  in  ike 
wedL,  his   sermons  on  the   Sunday,  fail 
''(yroeni"  on  the  week-day.    At    length 
Miss  Tagrag's  little  heart  fluttered  violent- 
ly, for  bar  papa  told  her  that  Titmonss  was 
comkifr  up  w  road — and  so  he  vraa.    Not 
dreaming  that  he  could  be  seen,  he  slaed 
beside  me  gate  for  a  moment,  under  the 
inelancbolj  labnnium;  and,  takinff  a  dirtf- 
looking  jBilk  handkerohief  out  of  hia  hat, 
slaoped  it  vigorooriy  about  his  boots,  (froa 
wluch  circumstance  it  may  be  infeoed  thai 
he  had  vralked,)  and  replaced  it  in  hia  hat. 
Then  he  unbuttoned  his  sartout,  a^iurted  it 
nicely,  and  dispoeed  his  chain  and  qFeglaaa 
justsoas  tolet  theliponljof  the  latlerha 
seen  peeping  out  (^  his  waistcoat;  twitcM 
up  his  collar,  plucked  down  his  wristbanda, 
drew  the  tip  of  a  white  pocket  handkerchief 
out  of  a  pocket  in  the  breast  of  hie  aurtout, 

Elled  a  white  ^ve  half  vray  on  hia  left 
nd ;  and,  having  thus  given  the  <IimA&^ 
touobee  to  his  toilet,  opened  the  gate,  am^ 
Tittlebat  Titmouse,  Esquhre,  thegieat  gusH 
of  the  day,  for  the  first  tone  m  hia  KIb 
(awingvog  ti  little  ebony  cane  abonl 
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Th»  Uttlo  pOTiormsnee  I  havn  been  de- 
•eribing,  tbtough  everj  bit  of  it  paesinr  un- 
der the  eyes  of  Ta^rai^,  his  wife,  and  his 
iau^htor*  had  not  exeited  a  smile;  their 
aDXioaa  feeling;«  were  too  deep  to  be  reach- 
ed Off  stirred  bj^  light  emotions.  Mies  Tag. 
rag  turned  rery  pale  and  trembled. 

**  La,  pa,*'  said  she  faintly,  ••  how  eonM 
you  say  Wd  got  white  eyebrows  and  whis- 
kers t    They're  a  beaotiAxl  black.** 

Tagri«  was  jspeechless:  the  fiust  wns 
90— for  Titmouse  had  fortunately  ^taln€d  a 
little  bottle  of  ink.-~As  Titmouse  approaeh- 
fd  the  house,  ^Tagrag  hurrying  out  to  open 
the  deor  for  him,J  he  saw  the  two  ladies 
itanding  at  the  windows.  Off  went  his  hat, 
Md  out  dropped  tlie  silk  handkerchief,  not 
i|  little  disconcerting  him  for  the  moment. 
Tagrag,  howeyer,  soon  occupied  his  atten- 
tion at  the  door  with  anxious  civilities,  sha- 
fting him  by  the  hand,  hanging  up  his  hat 
and  stick,  smd  then  introducing  him  to  the 
■itting-room.  The  ladies  received  him 
with  most  profound  courtesies,  which  Tit- 
mouse returned  with  a  quick  embarrassed 
Ww,  and  an  indistinct—**  I  hope  you're 
well,  mem !" 

If  they  had  had  praeence  of  mind  enoogh 
to  observe  it^  the  purple  colourof  Titmouse's' 
hair  must  have  surprised  them  not  a  littte ; 
all  they  could  see,  however, 'was— the  a^ 
gelic  owner  often  Uiousand  a  year. 

The  only  person  tolerably  at  bis  ease,  and 
lie  en/y  tolerably,  was  Mr.Tagrragv-*and 
be  asked  his  guest— 

**  Wash  your  hands.  Titmouse,  before 
dinner  t"  But  Titmouse  said  he  had  wash- 
^  them  before  he  had  come  out.  The  day 
was  hot,  and  he  had  walked  five  miles  at  a, 
dapping  pace.  In  a  few  minutes,  however, 
he  felt  a  little  more  assured ;  for  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  not  to  perceive  the  awful 
iefeience  with  which  he  Was  treated. 

**  Seen  the  Sunday  Fkuk,  mem  1"  said  he, 
modestly,  addressing  Mrs.  Tagrag. 

♦*  I — ^I— rno— that  is— 4iot  ^cMfisty,*'  she  re- 
plied, colouring. 

**  Vastly  amusing,  isn't  iti'*  interposed 
Tagrag  to  prevent  miechief-^for  he  Knew 
hie  wife  would  as  soon  have  takmi  a  cocka- 
trice into  her  hfand. 

**  Y  0  s,'*  replied  Titmouse,  who  had 
not  even  glanced  at  the  copy  which  Snap 
had  brott^t  him.  **An  uncommon  good 
'fight  between  Birmingham  Big—" 

l^^^grag  saw  his  wife  getting  redder  and 
sadder.  *' No  news  stirring  about  Ministers, 
is  there?"  said  he^  with  a  desperate  attempt 
•t  a  diversion. 

*•  Not  that  I  have  heard !"  replied  Tit- 
■HKiae*  Soon  he  got  a  little  farther,  and 
■aid  how  cheerfo]  the  Bt»gm  gong  past 


tmwt  diIiIlo  the  house.   Tigrag  agreed  wMh 
him.    "nien  there  waa  a  little  pause. 

**Been  to  church,  mem,  this  morning, 
mem  t"  timidly  iaquiced  Titmouse  of  Ailtss 
Tagrag. 

*•  Yee,  sir,"  she  replied  faintly  colouring, 
eastiiig  her  eyes  to  the  ground,  and  sudden- 
ly putting  her  hand  into  that  of  her  mother— 
with  such  an  innocent,  engaging  simplicity 
—like  a  timid  fawn,  lying  as  close  as  pos*  • 
sible  to  its  dam  1 

•*We  always  go  to  ehapet^  ^ir,"  said 
Mrs.  T^graff  confidently,  in  spite  of  a  very 
&«ne  look  nom  her  husband :  ^  the  i^ospel 
isn't  preached  in  the  Church  of  England. 
We  sit  nnder  Mr.  Horror — a  heavenly 
prMoher!    You've  heard  of  Mr.  Horror  ?*• 

•*  Yps,  mem !   Oh,  yes !    Capital  preach 
er  I"  veplied  Titmouse,  who  of  course  (be- 
ing a  true  church  man)  had  never  in  his  lifb 
heard  of  Mr.  Horror  or  any  other  dissenter. 

"  When  vnli  dinner  be  ready,  Mrs.  T.  ?*• 
inquired  Tagrag,  abruptly,  ana  with  a  very 
perceptible  dash  of  sternness  in  his  tone ; 
out  dinner  was  announced  the  very  next  mo- 
ment. He  took  his  wifo's  arm,  and,  in  do- 
ing so,  gare  it  a  sudden  vehement  pressure, 
which,  coupled  with  a  furious  ?lance,  ex- 
plained to  her  the  extent  to  which  she  had 
incurred  his  anger.  She  bought,  however, 
of  Mr.  Horror  and  was  silent 

Titmouse's  proffered  arm  the  timid  IMisf 
Tagrag  sterceiy  touched  with  the  tip  of  her 
finger,  as  she  walked  beside  him  to  dinner. 
Titmouse  soon  got  tolerkbly  composed  and 
cheerful  at  dinner,  (which  consisted  of  a 
little  piece  of  nice  roast  beef,  with  plenty  of 
horse-radish,  Yorkshire  pudding,  a  boiled 
fowl,  a  plum  pudding  made  by  Mrs.  Tag- 
rag,  ana  custards  which  had  been  superin- 
tended by  Miss  Tagrag,)  and,  to  oblige  his 
hospitable  host  and  hostess,  eat  till  he  was 
fit  to  burst.  Miss  Tagrag,  though  really 
very  hrnigiy,  eat  only  a  very  small  slice  of 
beef,  and  a  quarter  of  a  custard,  and 
drank  a  tiiird  of  a  glass  of  sherry  after 
dinner.  She  nerer  once  spoke,  except  in 
hurried  answers  to  her  papa  and  maram^ ; 
and,  sitting  exactly  opposite  Titmouse, 
l^with  only  a  plate  of  greens  and  a  boiled 
tbwl  between  them,)  was  continually  co- 
louring wheneyer  their  eyes  happened  to 
encounter  one  another,  on  which  occasion 
hers  would  suddenly  drop,  as  if  overpower- 
ed by  #ie  brilliance  of  his.  Titmouse  be- 
gan to  love  her  very  fast.  After  thp  ladies . 
had  withdrawn,  you  should  have  heard  the 
way  that  Tagrag  went  on  with  Titmouse— 
I  can  liken  the  two  to  nothing  but  an  Qld 
fat  spider,  and  a  little  fly. 
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pad  it  miglit  havQ  keea  well  for  Thmoote 
to  hare  anflweied,  in  the  language  of  the 
aioreaaid  fly  :— 

**  No.  tbank  yoa,  air,  I  tttSkj  fM 
No  cttriotity.*' 

Titmouse,  however,  swallowed  with 
eanal  faeiliiy  Mr.  Tagrag's  hard  port  and 
his  soft  blarney ;  but  all  fools  have  large 
swallows.  When  at  length  Tagrag  alladed 
to  the  painfully  evident  embarrassment  of 
his  ^  poor  Tabby ,*^  and  said  he  ^ad  '*  now 
found  oat  what  had  been  so  long  the  matter 
witfi  her,*' (ay,  even  this  went  down,)  and 
hemmed,  and  winked  his  eye,  and  drained 
his  fflass.  Titmouse  began  to  get  flustered, 
blushed,  and  hoped  Mr.  Taffrag  would  soon 
«« join  the  ladies.'*  They  did  so,  (Tagraff 
stopping  behind  to  lock  up  the  wine  and 
the  remains  of  the  fruit.)  Miss  Tagrag  pre- 
sided over  the  tea  things.  There  were  muf- 
fins, and  crumpets,  and  reeking-hoi  buttered 
toast;  Mrs.  Tagrag  would  hear  of  no  de- 
nial, so  poor  Titmouse,  afVer  the  most  des- 
perate resistance,  was  obliged  to  swallow  a 
round  of  toast,  half  a  muflin,  and  an  entire 
crumpet,  and  four  cups  of  hot  tea :  after 
which  he  felt  a  very  painful  degree  of  tnr- 
gidity,  and  a  conviction  that  he  should  be 
abla  to  eat  and  drink  nothing  for  the  re- 
maMer  of  the  week. 

AAer  the  tea  things  had  been  removed, 
Tagrag,  directing  Titmouse's  attention  to 
the  piano,  which  was  open,  (with  some 
music  on  it,  ready  to  be  played  from,)  asked 
him  whether  he  liked  music.  Titmouse, 
with  great  eagerness,  hoped  Miss  T.  would 
give  Uiem  some  music ;  and  she,  after  hold- 
ing out  a  long  and  vi^roos  siege,  at  length 
asked  her  papa  what  it  should  be. 

*•  The  Battle  ff  Prague,'*^  said  her  papa. 

^  Before  JehovahU  Awful  TAron^,"  hastily 
interposed  her  mamma. 

^The  Battle,"  sternly  repeated  her  papa. 

^It's  Sunday  night,  Mr.  T.,"  meekly 
rejoined  his  wiio. 

"Which  will  you  have,  Mr.  Titmouse?" 
in<(nired  Tagrag,  with  The  Battle  tf  Prague 
wntten  in  every  feature  of  his  face.  Tit- 
mouse almost  burst  into  a  state  of  perspira- 
tion. 

"  A  little  of  both,  sir,  if  you  please.'* 

"Well,"  replied  Taorag,  slightly  re- 
lazing,  "  that  vrill  do.  Split  the  diflerence— 
^1  C^ome,  Tab,  down  with  you.  Titmouse, 
will  you  turn  over  the  music  for  her  V 

Titmouse  rose,  and  having  sheepishly 
taken  his  station  beside  Miss  Tagrag,  the 
performances  commenced  with  Seftire  Je- 
XovahU  Jwful  Throne!  But,  mercy  upon 
ns!  at  what  a  rate  she  rattled  over  that 


of  the  lovely  performer  was  in  The  tSUt 
(tfPrague^  to  which  she  presentiy  did  rooi( 
ample  justice.    So  much  were  her  feeling! 
engaged  in  that  sublime  composition,  tlml 
the  bursting  of  one  of  the  stringa— twang! 
in  the  middle  of  the  "  cannonading*^  did  not 
at  all  disturb  her;  and,  as  soon  as  she  hsd 
finished  the  exquisite  "finale,**  Titmouse 
was  in  such  a  tumult  of  excitement,  fiat 
different  causes,  that  he  could  have  shei 
teani.    Though  he  had  never  once  turned 
over  the  right  place.  Miss  Ta^g  thanked 
him  for  his  services  with  a  smile  of  infinite 
sweetness.    Titmouse  vowed  he  had  never 
heard  such   splendid    music— begged    fof 
more ;  aiid  away  went  Miss  Tagrag  hurried 
away  by  her  excitement.  Rondo  after  rondAt 
march  after  march,  for  at  least  half  an  hour; 
at  the  end  of  which  old  Tagrae  suddeiily 
kissed   her   with    passionate   fondness^— 
Though  Mre.  Tagrag  was  horrified  at  the 
impiety  of  all  this,  she  kept  a  very  anxioai 
eye  on  the  young  couple,  and  interchanged 
with  her  husband  every  now  and  then,  very 
significant  looks.  Shortly  after  nine,  spirits, 
wine,  and  hot  and  cold  water,  were  brought 
in.    At  the  sight  of  them  Titmouse  looked 
alarmed — for  ne  knew  that  he  must  tak^ 
something  more,  though   he  would  have 
freely  given  five  shillings  to  be  excused-* 
for  he  felt  as  if  he  could  not  hold  one  drop 
more.    But  it  was  in  vain.    W^illy*nilly,  a 
glass  of  gin  and  water  stood  soon  before 
him;  be  protested  he  could  not  touch  it 
unless  Miss  Tagrag  would  "take  som^ 
thing  "—-whereupon,  with    a    blush,  she 
"  thought  she  trwu/cf "  lake  a  wine-glass  ot 
sherry  and  water.    This  was  proTidsd  her. 
Then  Taigrag  mixed  a  tumbler  of  port  wine 
negus  for' Mre.  Tagrag,  and  a  great  glass  ot 
mahogany-colourra  brandy  and  water  for 
himself;  and  then  he  looked  round,  and  felt 
perfectly  happy.'    As  Titmouse  advanced 
with  his  ^n  and  water,  his  spirits  got  high- 
er and  higher,  and  his  tongue  more  fluent 
He  once  or  twice  dropped  the  *'  Mr."  when 
addressing  Tagrag;  several  times  smiled, 
and  once  even  winked  at  the  embarrassed 
Miss  Tagrag.     Mr.  Tagrag  saw  it,  and 
could  not  control  himself-— for  he  had  got 
to  the  end  of  his  first  glass  of  braiMly  uid 
water,  and  mixed  himself  a  second,  (juite  at 
strong  as  the  former. 

"  Tab  \  ah,  Tab !  what  has  been  the  mat' 
ter  with  you  all  these  months  ?" — and  he 
winked  his  eye  at  her  and  then  at  Titmouse. 

"  Papa !"  exclaimed  Miss  Tagrag,  blush- 
ing up  to  her  very  temples. 

"An,  Titmouse— Titmouse — 0Ye  me  your 
hand,"  said  Tagrag;  "you'll  forget  us  all 
when  yoo  are  a  ^^reat  man — bat  we  shall  al' 


%> 


*'piaaa  air.**    If  its  respectable  composer 
had  been  presentf  he  must  haye  gone  into  aVitaya  tcrhibcc^x  ytyi.^ 
^;  bat  tbae  was  no  help  for  it— the  heart  \     "'You^ia  Ncrf  v^wA^hwj^'' 
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^tMtfBj  ooiwwBy  Mtunuiff  tno'  pfomm  of 
IVgrag's  hand.  At  that  instaiit,  it  sudden- 
.  J  occurred  to  him  to  adopt  the  aof^tion 
m  Mr.  Gammon.  Tagrag  was  going  on 
▼«ry  fast,  indeed,  about  the  disinterested 
Bature  of  his  feelings  towards  Titmouse— 
towards  whom,  he  said,  he  had  always  feh 
just  as  he  did  at  that  moment— ^twas  in 
▼min  to  deny  it, 

*^  I'm  sure  your  conduct  shows  it,  sir,'' 
commenced  Titmouse,  feeling  a  shudder 
like  that  with  which  a  timid  bather  ap- 
proaches the  margin  of  the  cold  stream.  **  I 
could  have  taken  my  oath,  sir,  you  would 
have  refused  to  let  me  come  into  your  house, 
when  you  heard  of  it—" 

**  Ah,  ha ! — ^that's  rather  an  odd  idea,  too. 
If  I  felt  a  true  friendship  for  you  as  plain 
Titmouse,  it's  so  likely  I  should.  My  dear 
sirl  it  was  /  diat  thought  you  wouldn't  hare 
into  my  house !    A  likely  thing !" 

Titmouse  was  puzzled.  His  perceptions, 

vnr  very  quick  or  clear,  were  now  un- 
doubtedly soifiewhat  obfuscated  with  what 
he  had  been  drinking.  In  short,  he  did  not 
understand  that  Tagprag  had  not  understood 
him ;  and  felt  rather  baifled. 

**  What  surprising  ups  and  downs  there 
are  in  life,  Mr.  Titmouse,"  said  Mrs.  Tag- 
rmg  respectfully-^**  they're  all  ^nt  from 
•Dove,  to  try  us.  No  one  knows  how  they'd 
behave,  if  as  how  (in  a  manner)  they  were 
tamed  upside  down." 

**I«— I  hope,  mem,  I  haven't  done  any 
thing  to  show—" 

<*  Oh !  my  dear  Titmouse,"  anxiously 
interrupted  Tagrag,  inwardly  cursing  his 
wife,  who,  finding  iba  always  went  wrong 
in  her  husband's  eyes  whenever  she  spoke 
e  word,  determined  for  the  future  to  stick  to 
her  negus — **  the  &ct  is,  there's  a  Mr.  Hor^ 
ror  here  that's  for  sending  all  decent  people 
to  — .  He's  filled  my  wife  &ere  with  all 
•orts  of  nay,  if  she  isn't  bursting  with 
sent— so  never  mind  her.  You  done  any 
#iing  wrong !     You're  a  pattern !" 

**  Well,— I'm  a  hanpy  man  again,"  re- 
sened  Titmouse,  resolved  now  to  go  on.— 
M  And  when  did  they  tell  you  of  it,  sirl" 

••  Oh,  a  few  dajrs  ago— e  week  ago,"  re- 
plied Tagrag,  tr3ring  to  recollect. 

"Why— why— sir— ain't  you  mistakenV 
faiqutred  Titmouse  wi&  a  depressed,  but  at 
the  same  time  a  surprised  air.  **It  only 
happened  this  morning  afler  you  left." 

**  Eh— «h-*ah,  ha !— What  do  you  mean, 
Mr.  Titmouse  1"  interrupted  Tagrag,  with 
a  siekenin?  attempt  at  a  smile.  Mrs.  Tag^ 
rag  and  Miss  Tagrag  also  turned  exceed- 
hisly  startled  faoee  towards  Titmouse,  who 
feU  as  if  a  heoae  were  going  to  fidl  down 
4shi*ii« 

r  ITAf,  air/'«-^  hogan  to  eij,  (a^i  h^ 


tmpt^i^lMi  ^M  gfBitfj^  aWsd  hy  mir 
maudlin  condition  to  whidi  drink  had 
duced  him,)— ^  till  to-day,  I  thouf^t  I 
heir  to  ten  thousand  a  year— and  it 
Vm  not^— it's  all  a  mistake." 

Tagrag's  face  changed  visibly  {  it 
getting  frightful  to  look  at;  the  inwarik 
shock  and  agomr  were  foroing  out  on  hih 
slanting  forehead  great  drops  ocpeiapiratidi^ 

"What— a— capital— joke— Mr.  TiW 
mouse !"  he  gasped,,  drawmg  his  handker- 
chief over  his  forehead.  Titmouse,  though 
greatly  alarmed,  stood  to  his  gun  pretty 
steadily. 

"  I — I  wish  It  was  a  joke !  It's  been  no 
joke  to  me,  sir.  There's  another  Tittlebat 
Titmouse,  it  seems,  in  Shorediteh,  that'a 
the  right " 

••  Who  told  you  this,  sir  t— Pho,  I  don't— 
I  can't  believe  it,"  said  Tkgraff,  in  a  t(oioe 
tremulous  between  suppreseea  rage  and 
fear. 

"  True,  'pon  my  life.    It  is   '  ■  " 

"  How  dare  you  swear  before  the  ladiead 
You're  insulting  them,  sir !"  almost  roaied 
Tagrag.  "  You're  not  a  gentleman."  He 
suddenly  dropped  his  voice,  and,  in  a  tremr 
bling  and  most  earnest  manner  asked  Ti^ 
mouse  whether  he  was  really  joking  er 
serious.  ^ 

"  Never  more  serious  in  my  life,  sir." 

"It's  really  all  upl" 

Titmouse  groaned.  A  Satanic  soowl  shot 
over  Tagrag's  disgusting  features.  j 

"Oh,  ma^I  do  feel  so  il^!"  feintly  eS> 
claimed  Miss  Tagrag,  turning  deadly  piUe^ 
Titmouse  was  on  the  verge  of  dropping  ea 
his  kneee,  and  confessing  the  triok,  greatly 
i^tated  at  the  effeet  produced  on  Miaa 
'iWrag:  when  T^igra^'s  heavy  hand  Iras 
suodenly  placed  on  his  shoulder,  and  ha 
whispered  in  a  fierce  undertone—^  Youtn^ 
poster!"  and  that  stopped  Titmouse,  and 
made  something  like  a  mam  of  him.  Ha 
was  a  fearful  fool,  bat  he  did  not  want  ibt 
mere  plucky  and  now  it  was  ronaed.  Mia^ 
Tagrag  exclaimed,  "Oh,  yon  ahoftkiaft 
scamp,"  as  she  passed  Titmoiiaa,  and  lea 
her  daughter  out  of  the  room. 

"  If  I'm  an  impostor,  air,  I'm  no  fit  cohI» 
pany  for  you  I  suj^poee,  sir,"  said  Titnoiaat 
rising.  i 

"Pav  me  my  five-pound  note,"  ahneil 
shouted  TaipqET* 

"  Well,  sir,  if  I'm  poor,  I  ain't  a  rogae^^ 
smd  Titmouse,  preparing  to  ^ve  him  ^i^hal 
he  asked  for;  when  a  faint  shnek  was  hutitty 
plainly  from  Miss  Tagiag,  overhead.  Thep 
the  seething  caldron  boiled  over.  "Ye4 
infernal  scoundrel/'  said  Tagrag,  almoai 
ehoked  with  fury;  and  suddenly  ^aiag 
Titmouia  by  \ha  oxd^^wmx^b  ^ivfi^XaMh 


wag^^awn  uie  grvttA  walk,  tbMw  open  the 
gBls,  .thrwt  kirn  furiously  through  h,  and 
«Bi  after  him  such  a  blast  of  exeoiatiany  as 
was  enough  to  drtre  him  a  hundiad  yvda 
4swn  the  load.  Titmouse  did  not  lidly 
his  hi<«th  oar  his  senses  for  more 
half  an  hour  afterwaids.    When  hs 


1»N  THOUtAWD  ▲  TB4Jt 


■ — •-••      «—    — w—     —-"^  "  .■■■■■.  W...WM     .«.       wwwiy.       wa  VMM   ww^'w-  < 

did,  the  fiist  thing  that  oesurasd  to  htm  was,  I  some  weed  away.** 


an  ineMMion  It  lUI^dewnieaMslaiiiiil 
the  open  road,  and  workup  the 
and  admirable  GAamoif . 

And  now  Tittlebat  nntimottse,  for 
little  time,  I  have  done  with  yea.  Awaj! 
— ^Te  room  to  your  betters.  But  douH 
think  that  I  have  yet  **  rifled  all  y  oui  swec^ 
nssa,'*  or  am  about  ts  «^^ng  you  like  a  aoi* 


CHAPTER  V. 


WHiLt  tile  lolty  door  of  a  house  in  Ghros* 
iwMor  Street  was  yet  quivering  under  the 
shock  of  previously-announoed  dinner  airi- 
▼al,  one  of  the  eerYants  who  were  standing 
heftmid  a  carriage  which  approached  from 
the  direction  of  Piccadillyi  slipped  off,  and 
hi  a  twinkling,  with  a  thun-thun-thunder- 
ttider-under,  thunder-rundet^-runder,  thun- 
tfiun^thun !  and  a  shrill  thrilling  whir-r-r  of 
Ihe  bell,  announced  the  arrival  of  the  Duke 

of ,  the  last  guest.    It  was  a  large  and 

plain  carriaGre,  Irat  perfectly  well  known; 
and  before  the  door  of  the  house  at  which 
h  had  drawn  up,  had  been  opened,  display- 
ing some  four  or  five  servants  standing  in 
ihe  hall,  in  siihple  but  elegant  liveries,  half- 
u^ueen  passengers  had  stopped  to  see  get 
9Ut  of  the  carriage  an  elderiy,  middle-si^ 
man^  with  a  somewhat  spare  figure,  dreesed 
in  nlain  Mack  clothes,  with  iron-gniy  hair, 
•Bd  a  countenance  whidi,  once  seen,  was 
•St  to  be  Ibrgntten.  That  was  a  great  man; 
SDS,  tiie  like  of  whom  many  previous  cen- 
lurief  had  not  seen ;  whose  name  shot  terror 
into  the  hearts  of  all  the  enemies  of  old 
Entfland  all  over  the  worid,  and  fond  pride 
and  admirttion  Into  the  hearts  of  his  fisllow- 
tountrymen. 

•  ^*Afuaitertbelevenr'h6  8aid,tnaquiet 
tone,  to  the  servant  who  was  holding  open 
the  carriaj^  door— while  the  bjrstanden 
task  off  their  hats ;  a  courtesy  which  he  ac- 
knowledged, as  he  slowly  stepped  across 
ll»  pavement,  by  touching  his  hat  in  a  me- 
ehanical  sort  of  way  with  his  forefinger,— 
ns house-door  then  closed  upon  him;  the 
hmidful  of  on-lookers  passed  awaj ;  off  roll- 
ed the  empty  carriage ;  and  all  without  was 
Ciet  as  before.  The  house  was  that  of  Mr. 
brey,  one  of  the  membere  of  the  bunrh 
Sf  Yatton,  in  Yorkshire^— a  man  of  rapidly- 
Mag'  ifv/wrtaaoe  in  pariisment.  Surely 
^wMBpIetmnt  pomtio»— Aat of  aiiin- 
couDirygtmUmtaa^'mkSt^Wietin^ 


uaincumbeied  rsDl-roll  of  tea  thoussnd  i 
year,  and  alieady  become  the  spoIcesBm 
of  Ids  class !  Fariiament  having  beet 
assembled,  in  consequence  of  a  particafai 
emergency,  at  a  much  earlier  period  te 
usual,  die  Honss  of  Commoms,  in  whiih 
Mr.  Aubrey  had  the  evening  before  delinr 
ed  a  well-timed  and  nowemii  speedi,  hU 
adjourned  for  the  Christmas  receos,  Ifat 
House  of  Lords,  being  about  to  fcdlow  ill 
example  that  evening:  an  important  dm* 
sion,  nowever,  being  first  expected  to  tahi 
place  at  a  late  hour.  Mr.  Aubrey  wii 
warmlv  complimented  on  his  auocess,  bf 
several  of  Ae  select  and  brilliant  cirele  thee 
assembled,  and  who  were  in  high  eunrits-* 
ladies  and  all—- on  account  of  a  eonaidertbh 
triumph  just  obtained  by  their  party,  and  to 
which  Mr.  Aubrev  was  assured,  by  eves 
^  Duke  of  — -,  his  exertions  had  ccftaiS* 
ly  not  a  little  contributed.  While  his  graoi 
was  energetically  intimating  to  Mr.  Aubn^ 
his  opinion  to  this  effect,  there  were  tws 
lovely  women  listening  to  him  with  intean 
eagerness— -th^were  the  wife  and  sister  tf 
Mr.  Aubrey.  The  former  was  an  elegul 
and  interesting  woman,  of  nearly  eight^sMt 
twenty,  the  latter  was  a  really  beaotilid 
girl,  somewhere  between  twenty  and  twe» 

Sir-one.  8he  was  dressed  with  the  utnaH 
egree  of  simplicity  that  'was  coi^tefit 
with  elegance.  Mra.  Aubrey,  a  bl<Sdfeia| 
young  mother  of  two  as  charming  chfMa 
as  were  to  be  met  with  in  a  day's  walk  iB 
over  both  the  parks,  was,  in  character  sal 
manners,  all  pliancy  and  gentleness;  ihsif 
Miss  Aubrey  there  was  a  daah  of  spirit  t^$ 

Save  an  infinite  seat  to, her  beaut]r;   Hii 
loe  eyes  beamed  wiAk  the  richest 
sion  of  feeling—in  short,  Catharim 
waa,  both  in  face  and  figure,  a  di 
English  beauty ;  and  ahs  knew- 
\>e  \A\d— ^'^V  «<ii<^\v  ^Vv^^^i^eared  to  til 
4»ka,  wYmm  uik^  ii^\»^«<s%iiaai^5^l|k 
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to  i6  Mtfled  nuon  her  with  satti&etiaii. 
The  fact  was,  that  he  penetrated  at  a  fint 
Ifiaace  beneath  the  mere  eurfaoe  of  an 
«roht  sweet,  and  winning  manner,  aad  d»- 
teeled  aeertak  strength  ofcharacter  in  Miss 
Anbrey  which  gave  him  more  than  usual 
interest  in  her,  and  spread  orer  his  iron-cast 
leatares  a  pleasant  expression,  rehudnff 
their  stenmess.  It  might  indeed  be  said, 
tiut  before  her,  in  his  person, 

^H3rimTlMf ad  war  hU  tmoothM  hit  wrinkled  flroat/* 

Twas  a  subject  for  f  /lainter,  that  deli- 
cate and  blooming  giil,  her  aubom  hair 
iMBginfr  in  earriess  ffraee  on  each  side  of 
her  white  forehead,  while  her  eyes  were  fix- 
ad  with  absorbed  interest  on  the  stem  and 
rigid  countenance  which  she  r^ected  had 
iMn,  as  it  were,  a  dioosand  times  darkened 
with  the  smoke  of  the  grisly  battle-field. 
But  I  must  not  forget  that  there  are  others 
in  the  room ;  and  amongst  them,  standing 
•t  a  little  distance,  is  I^ird  De  la  Zoudi, 
one  of  Mr.  Aubrey's  neighbouis  in  York- 
shire. Apparently  lie  is  listening  to  a  Inro- 
Iher  peer  talking  to  him  yery  eamesdy  about 
the  expected  oivision;  but  Lord  De  la 
Zottch*8  eye  is  fixed  on  you,  lovely  Kate— 
and  how  little  can  you  imagine  what  is 
passing  through  his  mind !  It  has  just  oc- 
curred to  him  that  his  sudden  arrangement 
fi»  young  Delamerfr— his  only  son  ami  heir, 
eome  up  the  day  before  from  Oxford«-to 
call  for  him  about  half-past  ten,  and  take 
lus  place  in  Mm.  Aubrey's  drawing-room, 
whilrhe.  Lord  De  la  2^ch,  goes  down  to 
the  house— may  be  attended  with  emrtain 
consequences.  He  is  speculating  on  the 
cfiect  of  your  beauty  bunting  suddenly  on 
Jbs  son— who  has  not  seen  you  for  nearly 
fwo  yean ;  all  this  gives  him  anxiety— but 
not  painful  anxiety — for,  dear  Kate,  he 
knows  that  your  forehead  would  wear  the 
ancient  coronet  of  the  De  la  Zouches  with 
grace  and  dignity.  But  Delamere  is  as  yet 
Coo  young— and  if  he  gets  die  image  of 
Catharine  Aubrey  into  his  head,  it  will, 
ftare  his  fiither,  instantly  cast  into  the  shade 
and  displace  all  the  stem  yisages  of  those 
old  poets,  orators,  histcnians,  philosophera 
and  statesmen,' who  ought,  in  Lord  De  la 
Zouch  and  his  son's  tutor's  judgment,  to 
boeupy  exclusively  the  head  of  the  aforesaid 
Delamere  for  some  five  veare  to  eoroe. 
ITiat  youngster — Chappy  fellow! — fnnk^ 
high-spirited,  and  entnusiastio— «nd  hand- 
aome  to  boot— was  heir  to  an  ancient  title 
and  p^reat  estates ;  all  he  had  ooDsidared  in 
lookwg  out  for  an  alliance  was— youth, 
iieauty,  blood — ^here  they  all  were  ;—/orfttfK 
*— bah !  what  did  it  signify  to  hie  soak-bat 
it's  not  to  he  tboofht  offer  someyeaia. 
»*ikippoM,'*  mid  be  Mioad,  AooA  In  a 
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musing  manner,  **  one  were  to  say— twenty- 


^^'Pweniy-fourr'*  echoed  the  Earl  of  St 
Clair  with  amazement,  ^  my  dear  Lord  De 
la  Zouch,  what  do  you  mean  1  Eighty-fottr 
at  the  very  lowest" 

**  Eh !  what !  oh— yes,  of  couree— I  should 
say  ninety— I  mean— hem  I'^-they  will  mus- 
ter about  twenty-four  onlj." 

**Yea,  there  you're  right,  I  dare  say." 
Hera  the  announcement  of  dinner  put  an 
end  to  the  coUoouy  of  the  two  statesmen. 
Lord  De  la  Zouch  led  down  Miss  Aubrey 
with  an  air  of  the  most  delicate  and  cordial 
courtesy ;  and  felt  almost  disposed,  in  the 
heat  of  the  moment,  to  tell  her  that  he  had 
arranged  all  in  his  own  mind— -that  die  was 
to  be  the  future  Lady  De  la  Zoach.  He 
was  himself  the  eleventh  who  had  come  lo 
the  title  in  direct  descent  from  father  to  son ; 
'twas  a  point  he  was  not  a  little  nervous  and 
anxious  about— -he  detested  collateral  suc- 
cession—and  he  made  himself  infinitely 
agreeable  to  Miss  Aubrey  as  he  sat  besi6 
her  at  dinner.  The  Duke  of  —  sat  on 
the  right  hand  side  of  Mra.  Aubrey,  seem- 
ingly in  high  spirits,  and  she  ippearea 
proud  enou^  of  her  supporter.  It  was  a 
delightful  dmner-party,  elegant  without  o»> 
tentat^on,  and  select  without  pretence  ^ 
exciusiveness.  All  were  cheerful  and  ani- 
mated, not  merely  on  account  of  the  over^ 
night's  parliamentary  victory,  which  I  have 
already  alluded  to,  but  also  .in  contemphi 
tion  of  the  coming  Christmas !  how,  and 
where,  aifd  with  whom  each  was  to  spend 
that  ^  righte  merrie  season,"  being  the  chief 
topic  of  conversation.  As  there  was  nothing 
peculiar  in  the  dinner,  and  as  I  have  no  time 
for  describing  such  mattera  in  detail — the 
clatter  of  plate,  the  jingling  of  silver,  the 
sparkling  of  wines,  and  so  forth— I  shaD 
request  ue  reader  to  imagine  himself  led  by 
me  quietly  out  of  the  di^**ig-room  into  the 
librauy — ^thus  escaping  from  all  the  bustle 
and  hubbub  attendant  upon  sucn  an  enter- 
tainment as  is  going  on  in  the  front  of  the 
house.  We  shall  w  alone  in  the  library—* 
here  it  is;  we  enter  it  end  shut  the  door. 
Tis  a  spacious  room,  all  the  sides  covered 
with  books,  of  which  Mr.  Aubrey  is  a,  great 
collector— and  the  clear  red  fire  (which  we 
must  presently  replenish  or  it  will  go  out) 
is  shedding  a  subdued  ruddy  light  on  all  the 
objects  in  the  room,  very  favorable  for  oar 
purpose.  The  ample  table  is  covered  with 
l>ooks  snd  papera ;  and  there  is  an  antiaoe- 
looking  arm-chair  drawn  opposite  to  the  nre, 
in  which  Mr.  Aubrey  has  oeen  indulging  in 
a  long  revery  till  the  moment  of  <}uittin^  it 
to  go  snd  dress  for  dinnar.  TK\&  ^haaxV 
ahiul  vX  in  m^aeXt*^  30x1  mvj  ^t««  tNA.lttiQk 
ttie  laoeaa  Iw  ^ciutasMi  M»  ^  ^^^'^^^^^•^ 

Vi 
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eTidtntly  in  die  st^ie  of  Qne^  Hfabeflft 
rd^  tnother  in  tnat  of  Queen  Anne:  vl 
it  18  phxn  that  on  the  site  of  the  prm^ 
stnietiire  bms  formerly  stood  n  castle.  lYum 
are  traces  of  the  old  moat  still  Yisible  toosI 
the  rear  of  the  house.  One  of  the  ancMt 
towers,  with  small  deep  stone  windeipa, 
still  remains,  girmg  its  Tenerable  s«p|itit 
to  the  rifht-hand  eztrpmity  of  the  buildnf. 
The  long  frontage  of  the  heme  eonstsis  if 
two  huge  masses  of  dusky-red  brick-woik, 
(yoa  can  hardly  call  them  wings^)  eo»> 
nected  tosether  by  s  lower  bnilding  in  thi 
centre,  which  contains  the  ball.  Tliersm 
three  or  four  rows  of  long  thin  deep  wi»> 
dows,  with  heaTT-looking  wooden  sashay 
'llie  high-pitched  roof  is  of  slate,  and  hn 
deep  projecting  eayes,  forming  in  fiet,  aboU 
wooden  cornice,  mnning  along  the  wholl 
length  of  the  building,  which  is  some  two 
or  mree  stories  high.  At  the  left  extremilf 
stands  a  clump  of  ancient  cedars  of  Lel» 
non^  featheringin  evergreen  beauty  down  H 
the  ground.  The  hall  is  large  and  lofty; 
the  floor  is  of  polished  oak,  almost  the  what 
of  which  is  coyered  with  thick  matting;  il 
is  wainscotted  all  round  with  black  oak^ 
some  seren  or  eig^ht  full-length  pictorai^ 
evidently  of  considerable  antiquity,  beiB| 
let  into  the  panels.  Quaint  figures  thflK 
are  to  be  sure ;  and  if  they  resembled  dM 
ancestors  of  the  Aubrey  family,  those  as- 
cestdrs  must  have  been  singular  and  stai^ 
linff  persons !  The  faces  are  quite  wbiH 
ana  ataring — aU  as  if  in  wohder ;  and  thif 
haye  such  long  legs,  ending  in  sharp^!^xmi^ 
ed  shoes— just  such  as  were  worn  in  dM 
reign  of  Edward  III.,  or  even  Richard  IL  , 
On  each  side  of  the  ample  fireplace  standi 
a  figure  in  full  armour;  and  there  are  alse 
ranged  along  the  wall  old  swords  and  lancei^ 
the  yery  idea  of  wielding  and  haiMffinf 
which  makes  your  arms  ache,  while  you  ei> 
claim,  **they  must  have  been  ^ants  in  thoai 
days  !*'  On  one  side  of  this  hall,  a  do9 
opens  into  the  dining-room,  beyond  whiel 
is  the  library ;  on  the  other  side  a  door  Icadi 
JOQ  into  a  noble  room,  now  called  the  draw^ 
ingHToom,  where  stands  a  yery  fine  organs 
Out  of  both  the  dining-room  and  drawioj^ 
room,  you  pass  up  a  staircase  contained  n 
an  old  square  tower,  two  sides  of  each  of 
them  opening  on  the  old  quadrangle,  lesi 
into  a  gallery  running  all  round  the  quad- 
rangle, and  into  which  all  the  bed-roons 
open.  BntI  need  notgointofbrtherdclBiL 
Altogether  it  is  truly  a  fine  old  mannoa. 
Its  only  constant  occupant  is  Mrs,  Anbisf^ 
the  moiher  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  whose  libmij 
we  are  now  seated.  She  is  a  widow,  h^ 
yin^  satyiyed  her  husband,  who  twice 


friag  easy-cbaus,  which  have  been  plaeed 
there  by  Mrs.  and  Miss  Aubrey  for  their 
•ewn  sole  use,  considering  that  they  are  ex- 
cellent judges  of  the  period  at  which  Mr. 
Aubrey  has  been  long  enough  alone,  and  at 
which  they  should  come  in  and  gossip  with 
liim.  We  may  as  well  draw  the  dusky 
•grsen  curtain  across  the  window,  through 
which  the  moon  shines  at  present  rather  too 
iMightly.  So  now,  after  coaxing  up  the 
fir^I  win  proceed  to  tell  yon  a  litUe  bit 
ef  pleasant  family  history 
'**The  Aubreys  are  a  Yorkshire  family. 
Tlieir  residence,  Yatton,  is  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  country,  not  above  fifteen 
er  twenty  miles  from  the  sea.  The  hall  is 
one  of  those  old  structures,  the  sight  of 
which  throws  you  back  nearly  a  couple  of 
eenturies  in  our  English  history.  It  stands 
in  a  park,  crowded  with  trees,  many  of  them 
of  gieatageand  size,  and  under  which  some 
two  hundred  head  of  deer  perform  their  ca- 
pricious and  graceful  gambols.  You  strike 
off  the  great  North  road  into  a  broad  by- 
way ;  alter  going  down  which  for  about  a 
mile,  you  come  to  a  straggling  little  village 
called  Yatlon,  at  the  further  extremity  of 
which  stands  an  aged  gray  church,  with  a 
yery  tall  thin  spire ;  an  immense  yew  tree, 
ViUi  a  kind  of  friendly  gloom,  overshadow- 
ing, in  the  little  church-yard,  nearly  half  the 
graves.  A  little  behind  the  church  is  the 
yicarage-house,  snug  and  sheltered  by  a  line 
'  of  firtrees.  After  vralking  on  about  eighty 
yards,  you  come  to  the  high  park  gates,  and 
see  a  lodge  inst  within,  on  theneft  hand 
side,  sheltered  by  an  elm-tree.  Yon  then 
wind  your  way  for  about  a  third  of  a  mile 
along  a  gravel  walk,  amongst  the  thicken- 
ing trees,  till  yon  come  to  a  ponderous  old 
orambling-looking  red  brick  gateway  of  the 
time  of  Henry  VII.  with  one  or  two  deeply- 
set  stone#windowsin  the  turrets,  and  mould- 
ering stone-capped  battlements  peeping 
through  high-climbing  ivy.  There  is  an 
old  escutcheon  immediately  oyer  the  point 
of  the  arch ;  and  as  you  pass  underneath, 
ir  you  look  up  you  can  see  the  groove  of  the 
old  portcullis  still  remaining.  Having  pass- 
ed under  tliis  castellated  remnant,  you  enter 
a  kind  of  court,  formed  by  a  high  wall  com^' 
pletely  covered  with  ivy,  running  along  in 
a  line  from  the  right-hand  turret  of  the  gate^ 
way  till  it  joins  the  house.  Along  its  course 
are  a  number  of  yew  trees.  In  the  centre 
of  the  open  space  is  a  quaintly  disposed 
grass-plot,  dotted  about  with  stunted  box, 
and  in  the  centre  stands  a  weather-beaten 
stone  sun-dial.  The  house  itself  is  a  large 
irregular  pile  cf  dull  red  brick-work,  with 

great  BtacKB  of  ehimneye  in  the  rear;  the        „  

m/f  of  the  building  had  evidently  Veen  \  one  %A  tlh«  ocrixiV)  tc»i!!!^«cv>&^«»x\  %fyam 
ted  at  diffenat  times.     Soma  pan  U^^enn^    lAx.  Ka^tai \&\^s& ^^sa^i^RrBL  ^^fij^ 
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knhney  her  last:  four  iptanrwiMiyohtt* 
ihe  has  followed  to  the  gfavB^^-^e 
nd  suffering  eoBseqaetit  apon  whieh 
sadly  shaken  her  constituttoii,  and 
her,  both  in  aetnal  health  and  in  ap- 
lee,  at  least  ten  years  older  than  me 

ia— for  she  has,  in  point  of  fact,  not 
■ce  entered  her  Klxtielh  year.  What  a 
d  life  she  leadsat  Yatton  !  Her  se* 
ad  cheeriiil  temper  makee  every  one 

about  her;  anid  her  eharity  is  on- 
Bd,  but  dispensed  with  a  moat  jost 
olnation.  One  way  or  another,  al- 
i  fourth  of  the  Tillage  are  dirset  pen- 
I  upon  her  boun^.  You  have  only 
ition  the  name  of  Madam  Aubrey,  the 
f  Yatton,  to  witness  inroluntai^  ho- 
paid  to  her  Tirtnes.  Her  word  is 
and  well  indeed  it  may  be.  While 
ibrey,  her  husband,  was  to  the  last 
a  his  temper,  and  reserted  in  his  ha- 
»earing¥athal  a  spotless  and  lofty 
ter,  she  was  always  what  she  still  is, 

gentle,  accessible,  charitable,  and 

On  his  death  she  withdrew  from 
irld,  and  has  erer  sinee  resided  at 
^^Hiever  baring  quitted  it  for  a  single 

re  are  in  the  vicinity  one  or  two 
families,  with  ancient  name,  sound* 
e,  and  great  possessions;  but  for  ten 
round  Yatton,  old  Madam  Aubrey, 
lire's  mother,  is  the  name  that  is  en- 
i  in  the  people's  kindliest  and  most 
il  feelings,  and  receives  their  readiest 
e|f  Tis  perfaa]M  a  very  small  matter 
tion,  but  there  is  at  the  hall  a  great 
9ld  mare,  Peggy,  that  for  tiiese  twen- 
irs,  in  all  weatfaere,  hath  been  the 

of  Madam's  bounty.  A  thousand 
lath  she  carried  Jacob  Jones  (now  a 
aed  servant,  whose  hair  is  as  white 
g^^s)  all  over  the  estate,  and  also  oft 
I  it^  with  comfortable  mattere  for  the 
id  Door.  Most  commonly  there  are  a 
Of  stone  bottles,  filled  with  eowsHp, 
t,  ginger,  or  eldefberry  wine,  slung 
old  Jones,  over  Uie  well-worn  saf 
>  the  carrying  of  which  Peggy  has 
accustomed  that  she  does  not  go  com* 
y  without  them.  She  has  so  fallen 
e  habits  of  old  Jones,  who  is  an  in- 
A  gossip,  (Madam  having  helped  to 
iiim  such  by  the  numerous  inquiries 
iken  of  him  everymemingasto  every 

the  village,  and  on  the  estate,  and 
inquiries  he  must  have  the  means  of 
ng,)  that  slow  as  she  jogs  along,  if 
le  meets  or  is  overtaken  by  any  one, 
>p8  of  her  own  accord,  as  if  to  hear 
hey  and  her  rider  have  to  say  to  one 
ir.  Sheisamat&roori^with  aU, 
IBM  moBdWufcfk^^gftmu  Mwy 


phee  aha  stops  at,  either  from  die  child] 
or  the  okl  people.    When  old  Peggy  eomaa! 
to  die,  she  will  be  misaed  by  aU  the  folk< 
round  Yatton.    Madam  Aubrey,  gnawing,; 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  very  feeble,  cannot  g*- 
about  as  much  as  she  used,  and  betakes ' 
henelf  oftener  and  ofiener  to  the  old  family 
coach;  and  when  she  is  going  to  dnw 
about  the.  neighbourhood,  you  may  alwayia. 
see  it  slop  at  uie  vicarage  for  old  Dr.  Tal» 
ham,  who  generelly  accompanies  her.    Om 
these  occasions  she  always  has  a  bag  con-  > 
taining    Testaments    and    Preyer-booka, 
which  are  distributed  as  rewards  to  those  > 
whom  the  panon  can  recommend  aa  dossiT  • 
ing  of  them.    For  these    five-and-twellty » 
yeara  she  has  never  missed  giving  a  copy  « 
of  each  to  every  child  in  the  village  and  on  * 
the  estato,  on  its  being  confirmed ;  and  the  < 
old  lady  looks  rdund  very  keenly  every  Sun-  i 
day,  from  her  pew,  to  see  that  Uiese*  Biblfl»4 
and  Prayer-booka  are  reverently  used.    I  < 
could  go  on  for  an  hour  and  longer,  telling  r 
you  these  and  other  auch  matten  of  this  ex- 1 
emplary  lady;  but  we  shall  by  and  byhave^^ 
some  opnortunities  of  seeing  and  knowing  » 
more  of  ner  personally.    In  manner  ahe  is^ 
very  caliu,  and  quiet,  and  dignified.  •  She  t 
lom  all  that  joa  could  expect  from  what  I  * 
have  told  you.    The  briskness  of  youth,  tbm  '■ 
sedate  firmness  of  middle-age,  have  yeara  \ 
since  given  place,  as  you  will  see  with; 
some  pain,  to  the  feebleneea  produeed  by 
ill-health  -and  mental ,  suffering — for    she 
mourned  afier  her  children  with  all  a  fond « 
and   bereaved   mover's   love.    Oh!  how** 
she  dotes  on  her  surviving  son  and  daugb* 
ter!    And  are  they  not  worthy  of  sucm  a^ 
mother  1    Mr.  Aubrey  is  in  his  thirty-sixth  f 
year;  and  inherite  the  mental  qualities  of  '^ 
both  his  parent»— the  demeanour  and  persoa  *■ 
of  his  father.    He  has  a  reserve  that  is  not  >  - 
cynical,  but  only  diffident,  ^et  it  gives  hiniif^ 
at  least  at  firet  sights  an  air  of  hauteur,  if^ 
not  austerity,  whioh  is  very  far  from  his  real* 
nature,  for  within  is,  indeed,  the  rich  **miik^ 
of  human  kindnese."    He  has  the  soft  heart . 
and  benignant  temper  of  his  mother.  Joined 
with  the  masculine  firmness  of  charaotsr' 
whioh  belonged  to  his  fiither.    Sensitive  he 
is,  perhaps  to  a  fault.    There  is  a  tone  of  p 
melancholy  or  pensiveness  in  his  eompoa^. 
tion,' which  has  probably  increased  upon, 
him  from  his  severe  studies,  ever  sinee  hia-^ 
youth.    He  is  a  man  of  superior  intellect,- 
though  not,  perhaps,  of  the  highest  or  meal  * 
brilliant  order;  and  is  a  most  capital  echo- 
lar.    At  Oxford  he  plucked  the  prime  from  a 
host  of  strong  competitors,  and  haa  sinee 
justified  the  expectations  whioh  were  entes* 
tahaed  of  him.    He  kaa  tcod^  «ja^«i».V  xmUs)  - 
valuable  coiAriW^t(wXoVviton<i\!i^«c^ 
i  iadMd,  \  Mfiip.  WHm 
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ealeulslBi  to  tiinrw 
niieh  light  ii»oii  tlie  obscure  orieiii  of  lere- 
ftl  of  our  political  imtatotiont.  He  has  en- 
tered upon  polities  with  «M)oiiiBio»  ardouf*-. 
perliape  with  an  exceseive  STdoar.  I  think 
be  is  likely  to  make  a  consideTable  figure  in 
Mriiament;  for  he  ia  a  aiaa  of  Teiy  clear 
liead,  Tery  patient,  of  basineae-like  hahita, 
and,  moreoTer,  has  a  Tery  intpreaaiTe  deliT- 
ery  as  a  public  speaker.  He  is  fenerooa 
iM  charitable  as  hia  mother,  and  careleaa, 
even  to  a  (halt,  of  his  peeonlary  intereata. 
He  is  a  man  of  perfect  sunplknty  and  pnrity 
ef  eharaeter.  Abore  all,  hia  Tirtnea  are  the 
wtnes  which  have  been  sublimed  by  Chris- 
liiiiity — the  cold  embers  of  morality  wann- 
ed into  religion.  Hestanda  happily  equi- 
distant  from  infidelity  and  fanaticism.  He 
has  looked  for  li^t  from  above,  and  has 
heard  a  roice  sayings— *'  TftiCt  is  the  way, 
wrik  thou  in  it.*^  Hia  piety  is  the  real 
•ouroe  of  that  happy  consistent  dignity,  and 
eontent,  and  firmnesa  which  have  earned 
hmi  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him,  and 
will  bear  him  through  whatever  may  befal 
hhn.  He  who  standeth  upon  this  rock 
eannot  be  moved,  perhaps  not  even  touched, 
hythe  surges  of  worldly  circumstances  of 
dm&culty  and  distress.  In  manner  Mr.  Au- 
biev  is  calm  and  gentlemanlike ;  in  peraon 
he  is/rather  above  the  middle  height,  and  of 
■Hght  make— too  slight,  perhaps,  to  be  ele- 
ffint.  From  the  way  in  which  hia  clothes 
hang  about  him,  a  certain  aharpnesa  at  his 
■honlders  catching  the  eye  of  an  observer^- 
yeo  would  fed  an  anxiety  about  his  health, 
which  w<kild  be  inereased  by  heuring  of  the 
iKortality  in  his  ihmily ;  and  your  thoughts 
«ie  pointed  in  the  same  direction,  by  a 
cliRiM  at  bis  long,  thin,  delicate  white 
mnda.  His  countenance,  though  not  to  be 
celled  Aandbome,  has  a  serene  manliness 
about  it  when  in  repose,  and  an  acuteness 
and  vivacity  when  animated,  which  are  de- 
lightfol  to  behold :  it  often  beams  with  en- 
ergy and  intellect  His  hair  is  black  as  Jet, 
WM  his  forehead  ample  and  marked. 
*  Mr.  Atibrey  has  been  married  about  six 
yeaiv;  'twas  a  case  of  love  at  first  sight. 
Chance  threw  him  in  the  way  of  Agnes  St. 
Glair,  within  m  few  weeks  after  she  had 
been  bereaved  of  her  only  parent.  Col.  St 
Clair,  who  fell  in  the  Pemnsnlar  war.  Had 
he  lived  only  a  month  or  two  longer,  he 
would  have  succeeded  to  a  considerable  es- 
tate ;  as  it  was,  he  left  his  oidy  child  com- 
paratively pennilesft--but  heaven  had  en- 
Aiwed  her  with  personii  beauty,  with  a 
'eveiy  disposition,  and  superior  understand- 
hi^.  )t  was  not  till  aftera  long  and  anxious 


heoiv  Wwe  bar  «ith  all  the 
door  wilh  whidi  afae  had  firet  iaapiredb^ 
And  richly  she  deserves  hie  love,  ht  iki 
dolas  npon  him,  she  studies,  or  nihm  fm 
haps  antjcipetea,  his  every  wialli ;  in  shMl 
had  the  whole  sex  been  aeeiciied  fiv  ssi 
caleoteted  to  make  bappy  the  morbidly  §m 
tidioee  Aubrey,  the  choice  must  sorely  \am 
fallen  on  Miss  St  Clair;  a  woman  wIm» 
temper,  whose  «utee,aiid  whose  maaaai 
were  at  enee  in  ddieate  and  hanBoainii 
unieon  and  contrast  with  his  own.  Shi 
has  hitherto  brought  him  hut  tiro  cbddni^ 
a  boy  between  four  and  five  yeaia-oldfaBdt 
girl  abeet  two  years  old.  If  I  were  to  Iml 
my  own  impressions,  I  shonld  say  tbai 
was  a  protmhili^-^nt  be  that  as  it  wmj, 
*tis  an  affair  we^ve  netiiing  to  do  with  S 
present  — ^ 

X){  Catharine  Aubrey  you  htfd  a  moUsa 
tary  moonlight  glimpse^  «t  a  femer  pcmi 
of  this  history :  and  yen  iiave  seen  her  tkh 
evening  under  ()ther,  and  perhaps  not  Urn 
intereatinff  circumstances.  Now,  wha 
have  yon  beheld  a  more  exquisite  epeciMi 
of  budding  womanhood  )--«but  I  feel  thitl 
shall  get  extrava^nt  if  I  be|^  to  dwell  sp* 
on  her  charms.  You  have  aeen  her— judfi 
for  yourself;  but  you  do  not  Aciioieheritl 
do;  and  I  ahall  tell  you  that  her  pcfsosd 
beaaty  is  but  a  fiiint  emblem  of-tfaehonilis 
of  her  mind  and  character.  She  4s  Aubre|% 
vottn|rest— his  only  sister;  snd  hn  rhuriihci 
i  her  with  the  tenderest  and  fondest  teaii 
Neither  he,  nor  his  motheiu.with  bo&  if 
whom  she  spends  her  time  altemhtalyi* 
can  bear  to  part  with  her  for  ever  ii 
short  an  interval.  She  is  the  gay,  rompfaf 
playmate  of  the  little  Aubreya;  the  de- 
mure seonetiry  and  treasurer  of  her  ■» 
ther.  I  say  danure^or  there  is  a  ilf 
humour  and  archness  in  Kate's  eompostticay 
which  ffiokera  about  even  her  gmvHl 
moods.  She  is  calculated  equally  for  tht 
seelusien  of  Yatton,  and  the  aplendid  a^ 
roosphers  of  Almack^a;  but  for  thelativ 
she  seems  at  present  to  have  little  ineln» 
tion.  Kate  is  a  girl  of  decided  charads^ 
of  strong  sense,  of  high  principle ;  all  if 
which  are  irradiated,  not  overborne,  by  te 
sparklinflT  vivacity  of  temp^ament.  Sli 
has  real  talent;  and  her  mind  has  bem 
trained,  and  her  tastes  directed,  witii  afleS' 
tionate  skill  and  vigilance,  by  her  gifW 
mother.  She  has  many  aooomplishmentt; 
but  the  only  one  I  shall  choose  to  name  i»- 
inusie.  Me  waa  a  girl  to  sing  and  pl^ 
h^oTt  a  man  of  the  meet  fastSiioos  ta* 
and  genius.  I  defy  any  man  to  hear  tht 
rich  tonea  of  Miss  Aubrey's  voice  widMil 


Wooing,  backed  by  the  cordial  enftieatiea  of  ^neinf^  exi^aiaitdy  moved.  Musio  is  vMi 
Mn.  Aabrey,  thmt  Miss  6t  Clw  eons«n\ie&\\iei  ^xnaMMi  wt*.  f^evWeox  Wl  JWKmf*^ 
Cc^AesQoia  cha  wife  of  a  man,  vho«  to  this  '       ' *-^v-_.  ^_.  ^    . 


7  J 


laMt  THOIIIAMO  A  V«AIN 


^P^ 


W  be  •woni-«4hBt  is  her  clear  aad  Jiiil- 
MUtcmeh ;  the  ladies  hmve  aeeeiMM to  the 
MMfiiigp-fooiii,  and  we  most  pieasnUT  fol- 
m  them.    How  time  has  passed !  I  had 

fTSot  deel  noie  to  teU  yo«  shoot  the 
Mily,  het  we  most  tske  some  othoroppor- 
laitj.    ' 

Yes«  it  ft  Miss  Anhny,  pbtytof  o^^  ^e 
IW  sad  soperh  piano  giren  hf  her  brother 
■t  week  to  Birs.  Aobiey.  De  yon  eee 
ith  whst  a  oardess  graee  and  ease  slie  is 
Mnff  a  Tery  sweet  bitt  diffioelt  oompeei- 
on  of  Hayd^  I  The  lady  who  is  standing 
f  her  to  tarn  oTer  her  musio,  is  the  eele- 
rated  Countess  of  Lydsdale.  She  is  still 
iNmg  and  bsentiftil ;  bat  beside  Miss  Au- 
ler  what  a  painfal  contrast!  «Tis  all  the 
ifieienee  between  an  artificial  and  a  natn- 
il  flower.  Poor  Lady  Lydsdale!  yoa  are 
It  happy  with  all  year  spleodev;  the 
titter  <n  yoer  diamonds  cannot  compensate 
r  the  less  of  the  sparkling  spirits  of  a 
Bvmffcr  day;  they  pale  their  meflfoetaal 
RBS  Dcside  the  fiesh  sad  jorons  spirit  of 
latharine  Aabrey.    Yon  sigfa ! 

^  Now  Fll  sing  yoa  quite  a  new  thinff," 
dd  KatCy  starting  np,  and  turning  orer  her 
Rtfolio  till  she  came  to  a  sheet  of  paper, 
1  which  were  some  verses  in  her  own 
indwrtttnff:  ^The  woids  were  written 
f  my  bromr,  were  not  liiey,  Agnes  t  and 
Im^  found  an  old  ballad  that  exactly  fits 
ism !"  Here  her  fingers,  wanderinrttsfat- 
f  and  solUy  over  the  keys,  gave  for&  a 
lamsftil  symphony  in  the  minor;  after 
hich,  with  ezqmstte  simplidtyy  she  sang 
wfoUewing: 

/    FIACB. 

L 

Wliere,  Oh  wb«re 
flach  fontfo  PSAce  fbwd  re*  1 
MMi  lb*  In  bowef  ofUdr  fftlr  Y 
Btt  LoTe— he  hatb  poMetgloB  Cteft ; 
lUl  bwi  !■  •*•  tbe  c«Mi> 


Mif  alM  eroimei 
BniMth  %  pieMred  doSMf 
Bot  there  ^aibiUen  keeps  hii  rreaad^ 
Ab4  Ftoer  and  Envf  iktflk  anmad ; 
;belMrha«el 


Wm  the  bide 
Im  •elMler'e  pen^ve  ceN  Y 

»«  U  alreadr-haCh  hia  bride; 
m,  Melaneho^  atta  bende— 
WUi  her  the  aaty  sot  dviBt 


Wow  end  then, 

^^  Faeee,  vanderiaf ,  hifa  her 

On  refBl  eeuch.  In  capcive'a  de»— 
Bat  nowhere  flnda  ahe  reat  with 
wiiaihedeadl 


1^  Hiese  Mdi,  tremhlia^en  &•  bianti- 
/^aTJIiaf  Aii6ivf,wis  littsoiJi^  an 


nnpsweiyad  wtdhat^  wilheycs  deTooHn^ 
her  evenr  feature,  and  ears  absorbing  ever^ 
tone  of  her  thrilling  Toioe.  It  was  young 
Delamere,  who  had,  only  a  moment  or  twot 
before  Mise  Aabcey  comoienced  singing  the 
above  lines,  alighted  from  hia  father's  car- 
riage, which  was  then  waiting  at  the  door 
to  carry  off  Lord  De  la  Zoueh  to  the  House 
of  Lords.  Arrested  by  the  rich  voice  of  thi\ 
singer,  he  stopped  short  before  he  had  e»> 
terra  the  front  dra>ring-room,and,  stepping 
to  a  comer  where  he  was  hid  ^rom  rjtm^ 
though  he  could  distinctly  see  Miss  Aabrejb 
Jkere  he  remained  as  if  rooted  to  the  spoZ 
"ife,  too,  had  a  soul  for  music;  and  the  ex* 

auisite  maimer  in  which  Miss  Aubrey  §^ve 
le  last  verse,  called  up  before  his  excited 
fancy  the  vivid  image  of  a  dove  fluttertnff 
with  agitated  uncertainty  over  the  sea  of 
human  life,  even  like  the  dove  over  the  wa^ 
ters  enveloping  the  earth  in  olden  time. 
The  mounoiil  minor  into  which  she  threw 
the  last  line,  excited  a  heart  susceptible  of 
the  liveliest  emotions  to  a  degree  which  il 
reqiured  some  effort  to  control,  and  almost  a 
tear  to  relieve.  When  Miss  Aubrey  had  quit- 
ted the  piano,  Mrs.  Aubrey  followed,  and 
gave  a  very  delicate  jsonata  from,  Haydn. 
Then  sat  down  Lady  Lydsdale,  and  dash- 
ed off,  in  an  exceedingly  brilliant  style, « 
Bcena  from  the  new  opera,  which  quicldy  re- 
duced the  excited  feelings  of  Delamere 
to  a  pitch  admitting  of  his  presenting  him- 
self. 

While  this  lowering  process  was  goii^ 
on,  Delamere  took  dawn  a  little  vdums 
from  a  cabinet  of  books  immediately  behind 
him,  and  which  proved  to  be  a  volume  of 
Faery  (^ueen.  He  found  many  pencil- 
marks,  evidently  made  by  a  light  female 
hand ;  and  turning  to  the  fly-leaf,  he  be- 
held, in  a  small  elegant  hand,  the  name  of 
'« Caikarine  Jukrey.'*  His  heart  fluttered ; 
he  tamed  towards  the  piano,  and  beheld  thb 
graceful  figore  of  Miss  Aubrey  standing  be- 
side Lady  Lydsdale,.  in  an  attitude  of  de- 
lighted eamestness-^for  her  ladyship  was 
undoubtedly  a  very  splendid  performer*-4o- 
tally  oneonsciotts  m  the  burning  eye  that  was 
fixed  upon  her. 

After  gaaing  at  her  for  some  momenta,  he 
gently  pressed  the  sutomph  to  his  lips^ 
and  solemnly  vowed  wiSin  himself,  in  the 
most  deliberate  manner  possible,  diat  if  he 
could  not  marry  Catharine  Aubrey,  he  would 
never  many  any  body ;  he  would,  more- 
orer,  quit  Englm  for  ever;  and  deposit  a 
broken  heart  in  a  foreign  grave— and.eo 
forth.  Thus  calmly  resolved— or  rather  to 
such  a  leeohition  did  his  thoughts  tend— i 
that  sedate  person^  the  Hcn!(Mmhl%  G«c^ . 
ly  Lovel  I>«&inM(ia«    Wia  nrvh  >^  >vv^ 


VRM  tlfOUHAND  A  TBAIL^ 


good-CBtofed  fool,  irfioin  oitltor  knowledge 
of  the  trorld  has  not  cooled  down  into  eon- 
iampt  for  a  yery  considerable  portion  of  it, 
trosied  and  loved  almost  everj  one  whom 
he  saw.  At  that  moment  tiiere  waa  only 
One  person  in  the  whole  world  that  he  ha- 
ted, liz.:  the  miserable  indlTidaal^f  any 
such  there  were— who  might  have  happen- 
ed to  forestall  him  in  the  affections -of  Miss 
Aubrey.  The  bare  idea  made  his  breath 
come  and  go  qaickly,  and  his  cheek  flosh. 
Why,  he  felt  that  he  had  a  sort  of  right  to 
Miss  Aubrey's  heart;  for  had  they  not 
been  born,  and  had  they  not  lived  almost 
all  their  lives,  within  a  few  miles  of  each 
other  1  Had  they  not  often  played  toge- 
tfierl — ^were  not  their  family  estates  almost 
oontiguousi — Delamere  advanced  into  the 
room,  assuming  as  uneonoemed  an  air  as  he 
could ;  bat  he  felt  not  a  little  tried  when 
Miss  Aubrey,  on  seeing  him,  gaily  and 
irankly  extended  her  hand  to  him,  suppo- 
sing him  to  have  only  the  moment  before 
entered  the  house.  Foor  Delamere*s  hand 
aliffhtly  Quivered  as  he  felt  it  clasping  the 
son  lilted  fingers  of  her  whom  he  had  thus 
resolved  to  make  his  wife :  what  would  he 
not  have  given  to  have  carried  them  to  his 
lips !  Now,  if  I  were  to  say  that  in  the 
eoorse  of  that  evening.  Miss  Aubrey  did  not 
ibrm  a  kind  of  a  sort  of  a  faint  notion  of  the 
possible  state  of  matters  with  young  Dela- 
mere, I  should  not  be  treating  the  reader 
with  that  eminent  degree  of  candour  for 
which  I  ^ink  he,  or  she,  is  at  present  dis- 
posed to  give  me  credit.  But  Kate  was 
deeply  skilled  in  human  nature  and  settled 
the  matter  by  one  very  just  reflection,  viz.: 
that  she  was  one  year  and  seven  months 
older  than  Delamere;  and,  therefore,  that  it 
was  not  likely  that,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  Besides, 
the  son  and  heir  of  Lord  De  la  Zouch— 
pooh ! — pooh !— 'tis  a  mere  boy  at  college— 
now  ridiculous! — So  she  save  herself  no 
trouble  about  the  affair ;  exhibited  no  symp- 
•toms  of  caution  or  coyness,  but  laughed  and 
sung,  and  talked,  and  played,  just  as  if  he 
bad  not  been  present. 

Me  was  a  handsome  youn?  fellow,  too. 

During  the  evening,  Mr.  Delamere  took 
mn  opportunity  of  asking  Miss  Aubrey  who 
wrote  the  verses  which  he  pointed  to,  as 
they  lay  on  the  piano.  The  handwriting, 
■he  said,  was  hers,  but  the  verses  were 
-composed  b^  her  brother.  He  asked  for 
the  copy,  with  a  slight  trepidation.  She 
mdily  gave  it  to  hiran-he  receiving  it  wil^ 
(m  he  supposed)  a  mighty  unconcerned  air. 
He  read  it  over  that  night,  before  getting 
^ito  bed.  at  least  six  times;  and  it  was  the 
r9iT  Sm  thing  he  looked  at  on  getdns  out 
•^  bed  ia  the  morning.    N<yw  Miss  A^t«| 


cwtiiiwy  'WTPlsali  wegfcul -^ 

eharadery  ai  course  it  nad  Bone.  Hs  toM 
scarce  hove  dtstingairiied  it  iirom  Uie  hint 
writing  of  any  of  nis  sifltais,  or  covaiiis  m 
friends  : — How  should  he  t  All  wsomi 
are  taosht  the  same  hard,  ansnlar  unifiBni 
hand— ^Qt  goody  bad,  or  indifferent,  tti 
was  Kate  Auhrey*$  handwriting— «iid  ha 
pret^  hand  had  rested  on  the  paper  wUk 
writing— that  was  enough.  He  resolved  H 
torn  the  verses  into  every  land  of  Greskai 
Latin  metre  he  knew  oL 

In  riiort,  that  hare  was  a  ^eonrse  of  tm 
love"  opemd^  seems  pretty  evident;  bii 
whether  it  will,  ^run  smooth*^  is  aaeClW 
matter. 

llieir  guests  having  at  lei^fth  depaitii 
Mr.  Aubrey,  his  wife,  and  ntster,  mte  W 
fore  the  fire  gossipping  over  the  events  4 
the  day  for  some  twenty  minntes,  and  iki 
they  rose  to  retire.  He  went,  ynry  aleepf, 
straight  to  his  dressing-room ;  they  to  lb 
nursery^  to  see  how  the  children  were  giny 
on,  as  far  as  they  could  learn  from  ^m 
drowsy  attendants.  Little  Aubrey  wo^ 
have  reminded  yon  of  one  of  tbe  eixqsiiiii 
children's  heads  sketched  by  Re3fnoldt« 
Lawrence,  as  he  lay  breathing  impsroe^ 
bly,  with  his*  rich  fiowinpr  hair  spread  s^ 
the  pillow,  in  which  his  face  was  psitly  tii 
and  his  arras  stretched  out.  Bfrs.  AabNy 
put  her  fin^r  into  one  of  his  hands,  wlikk 
was  half  open,  and  whieh  closed  as  it  wm 
instinetiyely  upon  it  with  a  gentle  jiinsiiin 
M  Look,  Kate,'^  sofUy  whispered  Mis.  Ai- 
brey.  Miss  Aubrey  leaned  forwaid  mi 
kissed  his  little  cheek  with  an  aidoarlint 
almost  awoke  him.  After  a  gianoe  st  • 
tiny  head  partly  visible  above  the  dotei 
in  an  adioming  bed,  and  looking  like  a  mi* 
bud  hall  hid  an^ongst  the  leaves,  they  wiib> 
drew. 

«'The  Httle  loves!— how  nob's  best 
thrills  with  looking  at  them  !**  sai^  llin  At* 
brey,  as  they  descended.  *^  Kate!**  wM^ 
pered  Mrs.  Aubrey  with  an  arch  smile,  at 
the^  stood  at  their  respective  chamber  doen 
which  adjoined.  «« Mr.  Delamffiv  is  i» 
proved — ^is  not  he! — ^Ah,  I  nnderstaiML'* 

*«  Agnes,  how  csn  you'* — hastily  answenl 
Miss  Aubrey,  with  eheeks  suddenly  ens- 
soned.    **  I  never  heard  sueh  nonsense.** 

•<  Right,  right,  love,  think  over  it  !**  wM 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  and  the  next  moment  Ai 
bloominff  wife  had  entered  her  bed-rooA 
Miss  Aubrey  slipped  into  her  dressing-rooa. 
where  Harriet,  her  maid,  was  silting  aslMP 
before  Ae  fire.  Her  beautiful  mistiesstf 
not,  for  a  few  minutes,  awake  her ;  fat  ph- 
cing  her  candlestick  on  the  tofleCwii 
stood  in  a  musing  attitude. 


\ 


TStf  THKHMAftD  4  XEAR. 


M 


aloud,  and  «p  started  lier  mitt* 
lin  a  auartor  uf  an  hour  Miaa  Auluey 
in  bea,  but  by  no  means  asleep, 
le  next  morning,  about  eleven  o?clook, 
Aubrey  was  seated  in  the  library,  in 
entary  expectation  of  bis  letters,  and  a 
moments  before  the  postman^s  rat-tat 
beard,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Aubrey  made  their 
arance,  as  was  their  wont,  in  expecta- 
of  any  thing  that  might  have  upon  the 
r,  in  addition  to  the  a4d 


IkKLEB  AUBRKY,  EsQ.,  M.  P.,"  &C.  &C. 

words,  letteis,  or  figures,  **Mrs«  Au- 
"  or  »*  Miss  Aubrey,"  in  the  comer. 
Idition  to  this,  it  was  not  an  unpleasant 
I  to  skim  over  the  contents  of  A*«  let- 
as  one  by  one  he  opened  them,  and 
hem  aside;  for  both  these  women  were 
hters  of  E?e,  and  inherited  a  Utile  of 
uriosity.  Mr.  Aubrey  was  always 
what  nenroos  and  fidgety  on  such  oo* 
ns,  and  wished  them  gone ;  but}hey  only 
Led  at  him,  so  he  was  fain  to  put  up  with 
On  this  morning  there  were  more 
Mr.  Aubrey^s  usual  number  of  letters ; 
n  casting  her  eye  over  them,  Mrs«  Au- 
suddenly  took  up  ono  that  challenged 
tion;  it  bore  a  black  seal,  had  a  deep 
:  boTdeting,  and  had  the  frank  of  Lord 
lond,  at  whose  house  in  Shropshire 
had  for  months  been  engaged  to  spend 
nsuing  Christmas,  and  were  intending 
t  off  on  their  visit  the  very  next  day. 
ominous  missive  was  soon  torn  open ; 
a  from  Lord  Alkmond  himself,  who  in 
^  hurried  lines  announced  the  sudden 
I  of  his  brother;  so  that  there  was  an 
»f  their  visit  at  the  Priory. 
Veil  !*'  exclaimed  Mr.  Aubrey,  calmly, 
r  after  a  pause,  and  standing  with  his 
to  the  fire,  in  a  musing  posture. 
las  he  left  any  family,  Charles  1"  in- 
d  Mrs.  Aubrey  with  a  sigh,  her  eye 
ixed  oq  the  letter. 

— I  really  don't  know— poor  fellow! 
.080  a  vote  for  Shellington — ^we  shall, 
certainty,"  he  added,  with  an  air  of 
in  visibly  stealing  over  his  features. 
Iow> politics  harden  the  heart,  Charles ! 
It  this  mopient  to  be—" 
t  is  too  bad,  Agnes ;  I  am— but  you 
stay,  I  don't  know  either,  for  there's 
rassingham  interest  come  into  the  field 
the  last—'* 

'harlte,  I  do  really  almost  think,"  ex- 
ed  Mrs.  Aubrey,  with  sudden  emotion, 
in^  to  his  side,  and  throwing  her  arms  • 
I  him  afiectionately,  ^  that  if /were  to 
shoold  be  forgotten  in  a  fortnight,  if 
Touse  were  sitting." 
f  y  love,  bow  eao^on  sajsaoh  things  1" 
9d  Ankfiqr,  kiming  har  6mim^      > 


**  When  Agnes  was  bom,  yon  kAow^— ^ 
she  murmured  inarticulately.  Heflmsbaad 
folded  her  tenderly  in  his  arms  in  silence 
On  the  occasion  she  alluded  to,  he  had  new- 
ly lost  her ;  and  they  both  had  reason  to  ex* 
pect  that  another  similar  season  of  peril  wis 
not  very  distant 

**  Now,  Charles,"  said  Miss  Aubrey,  prso 
sently  assuming  a  cheerful  tone;  **now  foi 
dear  old  Yatton!" 

"  Yes,  Yatton ! — Positively  yon  must !" 
added  Mrs.  Aubrey,  smiling  through  her 
tears. 

"What!— Go  to  Yatton?  Why,  we 
must  set  off*  to-morrow — they've  had  no 
warning." 

"What  warning  does  mamma  require, 
Charl^  t  Isn't  the  dear  old  place  always 
in  apole-pie  order  t" 

"How  you  love  the  *dear  old  plaos,' 
Kate !"  exclaimed  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  such  an 
affectionate  tone  as  brought  his  sister  in  an 
instant  to  his  side,  to  urge  on  her  suit;  and 
there  stood  the  Lord  of  Yatton  embraced  by 
these  two  beautiful  women,  his  own  heail 
seconding  every  word  they  uttered. 

"  How  my  mother  would  stare !"  said  hn^ 
at  length,  irresolutely, 

"  What  a  bustle  every  thing  will  be  in!** 
exclaimed  Kate.  "I  fancy  I'm  there  al* 
ready :  The  great  blazing  fires— the  holly 
and  mistletoe.  We  must  all  go,  Charieih— 
children  and  all." 

"  Why,  really,  I  hardly  know—" 

"Oh!  I've  settled  it  all— and  whatPs 
more,  we've  no  time  to  lose ;  this  is  Tuai^ 
day — Christmas-day  is  Saturday-— we  most 
of  course  stop  a  night  on  the  way.  Had'nt 
we  better  have  GrSSitha  in  to  arrange  allT" 
— Aubrey  rang  the  belt 

"  Request  Mr.  Griffiths  to  come  to  me," 
said  he. 

Within  a  few  minutes  that  respeetaUs 
functionary  had  made  his  appearance  and 
received  his  instructions.  The  march  to 
Shropshire  was  countermanded— and  hey! 
for  Y  atton,  for  which  thev  were  to  start  ttn 
next  day  about  noon.  Mr.  Griffiths'  fiwt« 
step  was  to  pack  off  Sam,  Mr.  Aubrey's' 
groom,  by  the  Tally-ho,  the  first  coach  to 
York,  starting  at  two  o'clock,  that  very  day,. 
with  lettere  announcing  the  immediate  arri*  • 
val  of  the  family.  These  ordere  we^  re- 
ceived by  Sam,  (who  had  been  bom  sad 
bred  at  Yatton,)  while  he  was  bestowiiig, 
with  vehement  sibillation,  his  enstomvy 
civilities  on  a  favourite  mare  of  his  master's. 
Down  dropped  lus  onnyoomb ;  he  jnmpect 
into  the  air;  sna^yped  his  fingen;  then  hm 
threw  his  arms  round  Jenny  imd  tickled  fasr: 
under  the  chin.  "  Daa^  vv*'  ^'^Vi  Vu^%sa  W 
threw  het  anoiihtt  leei^L  ol  w3B^^**'\^wfli^^i^afc 
was  BttAi^  m\  Hfcft— ^a»<i  \i  V^n^^J'-i- 
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T%en  Im  hutOy  made  Mmaetfa  &if  tidy; 
torwent^  himself  very  reepectfully  before 
Mr.  GriflithB,  to  receive  the  wherewithal  to 
|Hiy  his  fare ;  and  having  obtained  it,  off  he 
flcampered  to  the  Ball  and  Mouth,  as  if  it 
iwd  oeen  a  neck-end-neck  race  between 
.him  and  all  London,  which  should  get 
down  to  Yorkshire  first.  A  little  after  one 
o'clock,  his  packet  of  letters  was  delivered 
to  him ;  and  within  another  hour  Sam  was 
to  be  seen  Tquite  comfortable  with  a  draught 
of  spiced  ale  given  him  by  the  cook,  to  make 
his  dinner  sit  well)  on  the  top  of  the  Tally- 
No,  rattling  along  ihe  great  North  road. 

"Come,  Kate,  said  Mrs.  Aubrey,  enter- 
ing Miss  Aubrey's  room,  where  she  was 
giving  directions  to  her  maid,  '^I've  ordered 
oie  carriage  to  be  at  the  door  as  sooh  as  it 
can  be  got  ready ;  we  must  go  off  to  Coatts' 
—seer    She  held  t       "       " 


two  thin  slips  of  paper, 
one  of  which  she  gave  Miss  Aubrey — ^'twas 
a  check  for  one  hundred  pounds— her 
bfother's  usual  Christmas-box — **  and  then 
we've  a  quantity  of  little  matters  to  buy  this 
afiemoon.    Come,  love,  quick !" 

**Now,  Kate  had  spent  nearly  all  her 
money,  which  circumstance,  connected  with 
another  which  1  shall  shortly  mention,  had 

S'ven  the  poor  girl  not  a  little  concern.  At 
it  earnest  request,  her  brother  had,  about  a 
year  before,  built  her  a  nice  little  school, 
eofMble  of  containing  some  eighteen  or 
twenty  girls,  on  a  slip  of  land  near  the  vi- 
carage, and  old  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  her  daugh- 
ter found  a  resident  schoolmistress,  and,  in 
hot,  supported  the  little  estabUshment, 
which,  at  the  time  I  am  speaking  of,  con- 
tained some  seventeen  or  eighteen  of  the 
vUlagers'  younger  children.  Miss  Aubrey 
took  a  prodigious  interest  in  this  little 
school,  scarce  a  day  passing  without  her 
visiting  it  when  she  was  at»Yatton ;  and 
what  Kate  wanted,  was  the  luxuiy  of  giving 
a  Christmas  present  to  bo&  mistress  and 
seholars.  That,  however,  she  would  have 
had  some  difficulty  in  affecting  but  for  her 
Wether's  timely  preeent,  which  had  quite 
•at  her  heart  at  ease.  On  their  return,  the 
•"amage  was  crowded  with  the  things  they 
had  Men  purchasing — articles  of  clothing 
for  tiie  feebler  old  villagers;  woik-boxes, 

•  samplers,  books,  Testaments,  prayer-bcfeks, 
te.,  ^,  &C.,  for  the  school ;  the  sight  of 
wldch,  I  can  assure  the  reader,  made  Kate 
iar  happier  than  if  they  had  been  the  cost* 
lieot  articles  of  dress  and  jewelry. 

llie  next  day  was  a  very  pleasant  one 

flbr  travelling — **  frosty,  but  kinalv."  About 

oae  o'clock  there  might  have  been  seen 

amtilng  before  the  door  the  roomy  y^low 

ISmtily  cBiringe^  with  foor  poet  hoxaes,  a\\ 

ia  tnreUing  trim.     In  the  nimble  sal  IAt, 


ifloi  Ai]ATey*B,  and  oiie  of  flie  nurJcry-maa^ 
going  down  by  the  coach  which  bad  ^M 
Sam  the  TsJly-ho.  The  coach-box  M 
piled  up  with  that  sort  of  luggage  which  \ff 
Its  lightness  and  bulk,  denotes  Udy-trav4> 
ling:  inside  were  Mrs.  and  Miss  Aubrey, 
mi&ed  in  furs,  shawls,  and  pdisses;  a 
numery  maid,  with  little  Master  and  Bfia 
Aubrey,  equally  well  pretected  from  tb 
oold ;  and  tlie  vacant  seat  awaited  Mr.  Ao- 
bre]f ,  who  at  length  made  his  appearanes, 
having  been  engaged  in  speeinc  instn^ 
tions  concerning  the  forwarding  of  his  lel> 
ters  and  papers.  As  soon  as  he  had  bikai 
his  place,  and  all  had  been  snugly  disposed 
within,  the  steps  were  doubled  up,  the  dooi 
cloeed,  the  vnndowB  draWp  op— crack! 
crack !  went  the  whips  of  the  two  postO- 
liona,  and  away  rolled  the  carriage  over  the 
dry  hud  pavement. 

«« Now,  that's  what  I  calls  doing  it  ao> 
c&mmon  comfortable,"  said  a  pot-boy  to  OM 
of  the  footmen  at  an  adjoining  house,  where 
he  was  delivering  the  porter  for  the 


vasts'  dinner;  **how  wcrrv  nice  and  siui| 
them  two  looks  in  the  rumble  behind." 

^  We  goes  to-morrow,"  carelessly  repM 
^  gentleman  he  was  addreasing. 

«« It's  a  fine  thing  to  be  eentlefolk,"  sni 
the  boy,  taking  up  his  pot-board. 

•«  Ya-as,"  drawled  the  " 


up  his  shirt-collar. 

On  drawing  up  to  the  pOBtins^oass, 
which  was  within  aoout  forty  miles  oHf  attoa» 
the  Aubreys  found  a  carriage  and  four  jvt 
ready  to  start,  afler  changing  horses  ;  n4 
whose  should  this  prove  to  be,  but  Lord  De 
la  Zovch's,  containing  himself,  his  Udv, 
and  his  son,  Mr.  Delamere.  His  lordship 
and  his  son  both  alighted  on  accidentally 
discovering  who  had  overtaken  theih ;  and 
coming  up  to  Mr.  Aubrey's  carriage  wia- 
dows,  exchan^|ed  surprised  and  cordhl 
greetings  with  its  occupants,— -whom  Lord 
De  la  Zouch  imagined  to  have  been  by  ddi 
time  on  their  vrar  to  Shropshire.  Mr.  Deb> 
mere  manifested  a  surprising  eagernefl 
about  the  welfare  of  little  Agnes  AubieTt 
who  happened  to  be  lying  SmX  asleep  b 
Miss  Aubrey's  lap :  but  the  evening  wM 
fast  advancing,  and  both  thOitraveUing  p8^ 
ties  had  yet  before  them  a  considerable  foh 
tion  of  their  journey.  AfVer  a  hasty  promise 
on  tiie  part  of  each  to  dine  with  the  other 
before  returning  to  town  for  the  season— s 
promise  which  jl&.  Dthtmert  at  all  evean 
vssolved  should  not  be  lost  sight  of-Jdii^ 
partsd.  'Twas  eight  o'clock  before  tt 
Aubrey's  eye,  which  had  been  for  scat 
time  on  the  lck>k  out,  caught  sight  of  Ts^ 
Um  wooda;  and  when  u  did,  his  heart 
'VCfKVDsd  Vsw«t^  ^«ai.  "'^u^  T&ncsvk  ttal 
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t»  Hslm  to  t&e  qnlolnnfaiir  ebtteiin^  tztmp 
of  tho  bon&s  upoq  the  dry  hard  highwaj, 
OS  the  travellers  rapidly  neared  a  spot  en- 
deared to  them  by  erery  tender  association. 
W  hen  within  half  a  mile  of  the  Tillage,  they 
orertook  the  worthy  vicar,  who  had  mount- 
ed his  nag,  and  been  oat  en  the  road  to  meet 
the  expected  comers,  for  an  hour  before.—- 
Aubrey  roused  Mrs.  Aubrey  from  her  nap, 
to  point  out  Dr.  Tatham,  Who  by  that  time 
was  cantering  along  beside  the  open  win- 
dow. *l*was  refreaming  to  see  the  cheerful 
old  man— who  looked  as  ruddy  and  hearty 
so  ever. 

**  AH  well  t**  he  exclaimed,  riding  close 
to  the  window.  ,     , 

**  Yes, — but  how  is  my  mother  1"  inquired 
Aubrey. 

**High  spirits— hifi^  spirits:  was  with 
her  this  afternoon.  Have  not  seen  her  bet- 
ter for  years.  So  surprised.  Ah!  here's 
an  old  friend-— Hector!" 

**  Bow-wow-wow-wow !    Bow-wow !" 

**  Papa !  papa  !**  exclaimed  the  Toice  of 
little  Aubrey,  struggling  to  {pt  on  his  fa- 
ther's lap  to  look  out  of  the  window,  «*  That 
is  Hector !  I  know  it  is !  He  is  come  to  see 
mtf    I  want  to  look  at  him !" 

Mr.  Aubrev  lifted  him  up  as  he  desired, 
and  a  huge  black-oad-white  Newfoundland 
dog  almost  leaped  up  to  the  window  at  sight 
of  him  clapping  his  little  hands,  as  if  in 
eager  recognition,  and  then  scampered  and 
bounded  about  in  all  directions,  barking 
most  boisterously,  to  the  infinite  delight  of 
little  Aubrey.  This  messenger  had  been 
sent  on  by  Sam,  the  groom,  who  had  been 
on  the  look-ont  for  the  travellers  for  some 
time;  and  the  moment  he  caught  sight  of 
the  carriage,  pelted  down  the  village,  through 
the  park  at  top  speedy  up  to  the  Hall,  there 
to  communicate  the  good  news.  The  tra- 
vellers thought  that  the  village  had  never 
looked  so  pretty  and  picturesque  before.—- 
The  sound  of  the  carnage  dashing  through 
it,  called  all  the  cottagers  to  their  doors, 
where  they  stood  bowing  and  conrtesying. 
It  soon  reached  the  park  gates,  which  were 
thrown  wide  open  in  readiness  for  its  en- 
trance. As  they-  passed  the  church,  they 
heard  its  little  bells  rin^ng  a  merry  peal  to 
welcome  their  arrival ;  its  raint  chimes  went 
to  their  very  hearts. 

**  My  darling  Agnes,  here  we  are  again  in 
the  old  place,"  ssid  Mr.  Aubrey  in  a  joyous 
tone,  affectionately  kissing  Mrs.  Aubrey  and 
his  sister,  as,  zfter  having  wound  their  way 
op  the  park  at  almost  a  sallop,  they  heard 
themselves  rattling  over  tne  stone  pavement 
Immediately  under  the  old  torretod  gateway. 
In  approaching  it,  they  saw  lights  glancing 
■bout  in  the  Flal)  windows :  snd  before  they 
kaJ  tiiuwa  up,  the  great  d6oT  Uraa  thrown 
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0^00, oAd  OiTWit  siryaiils (ono  or  tmm^ 
them  gray<rheaded)  made  their  appearance^ 
eager  to  release  die  travellers  from  their 
long  Confinement  A  ^at  wood-fire  was 
crackling  and  blssiog  in  the  fire-place  op- 
posite the  door,  easting  a  ri^ht  pleasant  and 
cheerfbl  light  over  the  va{ious  antique  ob- 
jects rangeid  around  the  walls;  but  tho 
object  on  which  Mr.  Aubrey's  eye  instantly 
settled,  was  the  venerable  figure  of  his  mo- 
ther, standing  beside  the  fire-place  with  oqo 
or  two  female  attendants.  The  moment 
that  the  carriage-door  was  opened,  he  stepped 
quietly  oot,  (nearly  tumbling,  by  the  way, 
over  Hecto^  who  appeared  to  think  that 
the  carriage-door  was  opened  only  to  enable 
him  to  jump  into  it,  which'  h^  preparod  to 
do.) 

**God  bless  you,  madam !"  faltered  Au- 
brey, his  eyes  filling  with  tears,  as  he  lo- 
ceived  his  mother's  terventbut  silent  fftssip 
ing,  and  imagined  that  the  arms  wlded  , 
round  him  were  somewhat  feebler  thou 
when  he  had  last  felt  them  embracing  him. 
With  similar  affection  was  the  crood  old 
lady  received  by  her  daughter  and  oaughtof- 
io-law. 

««Where  is  my  pony,  grandmamm^t" 
quoth  little  Aubrey,  runninff  up  to  her.  Ho 
had  been  kept  quiet  for  the  last  ei^rhtv  milos 
or  so,  by  the  mention  of  the  aforesaid  pony. 
'*  Where  is  it  1  I  want  to  see  my  little  pony 
directly !  Mamma  says  you  have  got  a  littio 
pony  for  me  with  a  long  tail :  I  mual  see  it 
before  1  go  to  bed ;  I  must,  indeed — is  it  io 
the  stabler* 

**  You  shall  see  it  in  the  morning,  my 
darling — the  very  first  thing,"  said  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  fervently  kissing  her  beautiful  littls 
grandson,  while  tears  of  joy  and  pride  raa 
down  her  cheek.  She  then  pressed  her  lips 
on  the  delicate  but  flushed  clioek  of  litu^ 
Agnes,  who  was  fast  asleep;  and  as  soon 
as  they  had  been  conducted  towards  their 
nursery,  Mrs.  Aubrey,  followed  by  her  chil 
dren,  led  the  way  to  the  dining-room-— tho 
dear  delighdul  old  dining-room,  in  which 
all  of  them  had  passed  so  many  happ/ 
hours  of  their  lives.  It  was  large  and  lofty ; 
and  two  antique  branch  silver  candlesticks, 
standing  on  sconces  upon  each  side  of  s 
strange  old  straggling  carved  mantle-pieoo  ^ 
of  inlaid  oak,  aided  by  the  blaze  given  out 
by  two  immense  logs  of  wood  burning  bo* 
neath,  thoroiiffhly  illuminated  it.  Tho 
walls  were  oak-panelled,  containing  many 
pictures,  several  of  them  of  great  value  <  and  • 
the  floor  also  was  of  polished  oak,  over  thp 
centre  of  which,  however,  was  spread  a 
thi^k,  riehlv-eoloured  Turkey  carpet  Op- 
posito  tho  door  was  a  large  mulJioned  baf- 
window,1h«a,  \ioNfvt«^  ^owifia^^  Vk^vajj^ 
oaAmp\%ftoii'uM|ciSxBM»v^^t^ii^A^   ^^"^ 
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llrfber  tid«  of  ^iB  1li«)>fM»  MoM  a  Mgli^ 
toelted  and  room  j  armchair,  almost  oowtae- 

.  M  with  Kate's  embroi^iy,  and  m  which 
Mrs.  Aubrey  had  efvidenlly,  as  usaal,  been 
flitting  till  tne  moment  of  their  aniral-^or 
im  a  small  ebony  table  beside  it  lay  her 
ipeetacles  and  an  open  Tolume.  Nearly 
fronting  the  fire  place  was  a  recess,  in  which 
Mood  an  exquisitely  eanred  black  ebony 
ebibinet,  inlaid  with  white  and  red  irory. 
This  Miss  Aubrey  claimed  as  her  own,  and 
liad  appropriated  it  to  her  own  parposes 
%Ter  since  she  was  seyen  years  old.  *^  You, 
•dear  old  thing  P*  said  she,  tliFOWing  open 
^e  foldtoff-dooTS.  **  Every  tking  just  ae  I 
left  it!  Really,  dear  mamma,  I  could  skip 
*«bofrt  the  room  lor  J07 !    I  wish  Charles 

^  wpuld  neTCT  leave  Yatton  again  !'* 

"It  is  rather  lonely,  my  Idye,  when  none 
of  yon  are  with  me,*^  said  Mrs.  Aubrey. 
**I  feel  gettmg  older—" 

^*  Dearest  mamma,*'  interrupted  Miss 
AnbrejT,  quickly,  **  /won't  leave  vou  again! 
Pm  quite  tired  of  town — I  am  indeed  !'' 

Though  fires  were  lit  in  their  several 
dressing-rooms,  of  which  they  were  more 
than  once  reminded  by  their  respective  at- 
tefMants,  they  all  remained  seated  before 
the  fire  in  carriage  costnme,  (except  that 
'Kate  had  thrown  aside  her  bonnet,  her  half- 
Mneorled  tresses  han^ng  in  nesligent  pro- 
Ihsion  over  her  thiekiy-fiirred  pelisse,) 
eageriy  conversing  about  the  incidents  of 
iheir  journey,  and  the  events  which  had 
transpired  at  Yatton  since  they  had  quitted 
it.  At  length,  however,  they  retired  to  per- 
Ybrm  the  refreshing  dutiee  of  the  dressrmg- 
toom,  before  sitting  down  to  supper.  Of 
that  comfortable  meal,  within  twenty  mi- 
trates'  time  or  se,  they  partook  with  hearty 
tdish.  What  mortal,  however  delicate, 
eould  resist  the  fare  set  before  them — the 
"plmnp  capon,  the  delicious  grilled  ham,  the 
poached  eggs,  the  floury  potatoes,  home- 
Mted  breao,  white  and  brown-~Gustards, 
lninoe-pie»— home-brewed  ale,  as  soft  as 
milk^as  clear  as  amber— mulled  claretp— and 
•0  forth  t  The  traveilerB  had  evidently 
never  relished  any  thing  more,  to  the  infinite 
delight  of  old  Mrs.  Anbrey ;  who  observing, 
%oon  afterwards,  irrepressible  symptoms  of 
'fiitigue  and  drowsiness,  ordered  them  all 
'oflr  to  bed — ^Kate  sleeping  in  the  same  cham- 
tter  ill  which  she  sate  when  the  reader  was 
liermitted  to  catch  a  moonlight  glimpse  of 
Iter,  as  already  more  than  once  referred  to. 

'  '  lliey  did  not  make  their  appearance  the 
Mxt  morning  till  after  nine  o'clock;  Mra. 
fAnbrey  having  read  prayers  before  the  a»- 
ftedgbled  servants,  as  nsnal,  nearly  an  hour 

j$e/bjv — ff  duty  ber  son  always  performed 

MteaatUte  ffaH— l>aton  this  occasion  \ie 
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soon  joined  by  her  daughter  and  daiifkt» 
in-law,  all  of  Uiem  being  ia  hi^h  healS^aai 
spirits.  Just  as  they  were  finiskisig  bfeBk> 
fast,  little  Anbrey  burst  into  the  room  ia  • 
perfect  ecstasy^— for  old  Jones  had  taksa 
nim  round  to  tbe  stables,  and  shown  hisi 
the  little  pony  wki^h  had  been  bonefat  fit 
him  only  a  (em  nadnths  before.  He  had 
hesord  it  neigk—- had  seen  its  long  tail — had 
patted  its  neck— 4iad  seen  it  eat — and  nov 
iiis  vdiement  prayer  was,  that  his  papa,  and 
msmxna,  and  Kate,  would  imnieaiatdy  go 
and  see  it,  and  take  his  little  sister  alio. 
Breakfast  over,  they  separated.  Old  Mn. 
Aubrey  went  to  her  own  room,  to  be  it- 
tended  by  her  housekeeper;  the  other  two 
ladies  retired  to  their  rooms — Kate  priatfi- 
pally  engaged  n  arranging  her  presents  for 
ner  little  soiolsrs :  and  Mr.  Anbrey  repaind 
to  his  libr^— «s  deUghtfol  an  old  snuggDij 
as  the  most  studious  reeluss  could  desire-* 
where  he  was  ptesendy  attended  by  his  bai- 
lifiT.  He  fiiund  that  every  thiog*  vras  going 
on  as  he  codd  have  wished.  With  one  « 
two  ereeptioBS,  his  Keats  were  paid  bmM 
pnruftoaUy;  the  firms  sad  hanos  kept  m 
capita]  conditioB.  To  be  ware  an  incooi- 
giole  old  poacher  had  been  giving  his  peo- 
ple a  little  trouUe,  as  usual,  and  was  oon- 
mitted  for  trial  at  the  Spring  Assizes ;  a  fev 
trivial  trespasses  had  been  committed  is 
search  of  firewood,  and  other  small  matina; 
which  after  having  been  detailed  with  gresl 
minuteness,  by  his  xealous  and  vigilant  bsi- 
liflf,  were  despatched  by  Mr.  Aubrey  wiiks 
*'pooh,  pooh!"-^then  there  was  Gregoi|, 
who  held  the  smallest  farm  on  the  estate  at 
its  southern  extremity-— he  was  three  qDS^ 
ters*  rent  in  arrear— hut  be  had  a  sick  wife 
and  seven  duidten*-<so  hs  was  at  once  fo^ 
given  all  that  was  due,  and  also  what  wodd 
beeoms  due  on  the  ensuing  quarter-day r^ 
^in  (act,'*  said  Mr.  Aubtey,  «*donH  ask  him 
for  any  more  rent.  Fm  sure  the  poor  fellow 
will  pay  when  he^s  able.** 

Some  rents  were  to  be  r^sed ;  others  low- 
ered; and  some  half  dosen  of  tt»d  pooitr 
cottages  were  to  be  fiorthwith  put  into  gcN)d 
repair,  at  Mr.  Aabiey*s  expense,  llie  two 
oxen  had  been  sent,  on  the  preceding  afteh 
noon,  ftom  the  home  farm  to  the  butcher't, 
to  be  distributed  among  the  poorer  villaeeis, 
according  to  orders  brought  dovm  nom 
town,  by  Sam,  the  day  before.  Thus  wsi 
Mr.  Aubrey  engaged  fot  an  hour  or  two,  till 
luncheon  time,  when  good  Dr.  TathaB 
made  his  welcome  appearanee,  having  bees 
engaged  most  of  the  momin|^  in  toaefaisi 
sp  an  old  Christmas  sermon. 

He  had  been  vicar  of  Yatton  for  warlj 
thityi  ^eax«^WTRi%\M«&yDttse.tkt6d  to  U  bf 


\ 
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Mm  iiithmite  at  eoHege.  Re  wi9  a  de^ 
lichtfitl  tpeehnen  of  a  eonntry  pirson. 
Ubeerfiil,  imaifected,  and  ^ood*<iiatared, 
there  \?a8  a  dash  ef  qnaintness,  or  rough- 
ness about  his  manners,  that  reminded  you 
of  the  crust  in  very  fine  old  port.  He  had  lieen 
a  widower,  and  childless  for  fifteen  years. 
His  parish  had  been  ever  since  his  famUy* 
whom  he  still  watched  over  with  an  alFeo- 
tlMiate  Tigllanoe.  He  was  respected  and 
belored  by  all.  Almost  every  man,  woman 
and  child  that  had  died  in  Yatton,  during 
nearlv  thirty  years,  had  departed  with  the 
sound  of  his  Idnd  and  solemn  voice  in  their 
ears.  He  claimed  a  sort  of  personal  ao- 
qoaintanoe  with  almost  all  the  gravestones 
in  his  little  church-yard ;  and  when  he  looked 
at  them  he  felt  that  he  had  done  his  duty  by 
the  dust  that  slept  underneath.  He  was 
at  the  bedside  of  a  sick  person  almost  as 
soon,  and  as  often,  as  the  doctor— -no  matter 
what  sort  of  weather,  or  at  what  hour  of  the 
day  or  night.  Methinks  I  see  him  now, 
bustling  about  the  villaffe,  wi^  healthj 
TlHldy  cheeks,  a  clear,  cheerful  eye,  hmr 
w^ite  as  snow ;  with  a  small  stout  figure, 
clothed  in  a  suit  of  rusty  black,  (knee- 
breeches  and  gaiters  all  ttie  year  round,) 
flBd  with  a  small  shovel  hat.  No  one  lives 
in  the  vicarage  with  him  but  an  elderiv  wo- 
man, his  housekeeper,  and  her  husband, 
whose  chief  business  is  to  look  af^  the 
Ihtle  garden ;  in  which  I  have  often  seen 
bf  m  and  his  master  with  his  coat  off,  dis^ 

S'ng  for  hours  together.  He  rises  at  five  in 
e  winter,  and  four  in  tiie  summOT,  berng 
oiccapied  till  breakfast  with  his  studies ;  fin- 
he  was  an  excellent  scholar,  and  has  not 
fbrgotten,  in  the  zealous  discharge  of  his 
•acred  dnties,  the  pursuits  of  literature  and 
philosophy,  in  which  he  gained  no  incon- 
siderable distinction  in  his  youth.  He  de- 
rives a  very  moderate  income  from  his 
livinor  •  but  it  is  even  more  than  sufficient 
fdr  ms  necessities.  Bver  since  Mr.  Au- 
brey^s  devotion  to  politics  has  carried  him 
away  from  Yatton  tor  a  considerable  portion 
of  e^h  year.  Dr.  'fatham  has  been  the  right 
hand  counsellor  of  old  Mrs.  Anbrey,  in  all 
her  pious  and  charitable  plans  and  purposes. 
Bvery  new  yearns  day,  there  comes  from 
the  Hall  to  me  vicarage,  six  dozen  of  fine 
old  port  wine-— a  present  from  Mrs.  Aubrey ; 
but  the  little  doctor,  (though  he  never  tens 
her  so,)  scarce  drinks  six  bottles  of  them  in 
a  year.  Two  dozen  of  them  go,  within  a 
few  days*  time,  to  a  poor  brother  parson  in 
an  adjoining  parish,  who;  with  his  wife  and 
tkFSs  children— -all  in  feeble  health^^nn 
hardljr  keep  soul  and  body  together,  and 
whd|  bat  for  this  generous  brother,  would 
prooably  taste  a  giiss  of  wijie  throogh- 
ta&  jMT  except  on  edMaui  •oomont 


whefi  th#  T0ry  banUeBt  may  meisteft  theif ' 
poor  lipt  with  wine— I  mean  the  S  AcaAMCirr . 
—the  sublime  and  solemn  fesliyBl  given  by 
One  who  doth  Ibfget  the  poor  and  destitnle, 
however  in  their  misery  they  may  some- 
times think  to  the  contrary.  The  remainder 
of  his  little  present  Dr.  Tktham  distributes 
in  small  quantities  among  such  of  his  pa- 
rishioners as  may  require  it,  and  may  tM 
happen  to  have  come  under  &e  immediate 
notice  of  Mrs.  Aubrey.  Dr.  Tstham  has 
known  Mr.  Anbrey  ever  since  he  was  five 
years  old.  Twas  the  doctor  that  first 
taught  him  Greek  and  Latin,  and,  up  to  his 
going  to  coUe^,  gave  him  die  frequent  ad- 
vantage of  his  learned  experience.  ^  But 
safely  I  have  gone  into  a  very  long  digrea- 
sion. 

Wldle  Miss  Aubrey,  accompanied  by  bet 
sister-in-law  and  followed  by  a  servant  C4ur- 
mng  a  great  bag,  filled  with  articles  brouriit 
from  London  the  day  before,  went  to  the 
school  which  I  have  before  mendoned,  in 
order  to  distribute  htr  prizes  and  presenta, 
Mr.  Aubrey  and  Dr.  Tatham  set  off  on  » 
walk  through  the  villa^. 

**  I  must  do  somethin|f  for  that  old  stee- 
ple of  yours,  doctor,*^  said  Aubrey,  as  aim 
in  arm  they  approached  tfie  church;  '*it 
looks  orumblhig  away  in  many  parts.** 

*'If  youM  only  send  a  couple  of  masontf 
to  repair  the  pwthy  and  make  it  weather- 
tight,  it  would  aadsfy  me  for  some  years  to 
come,**  said  the  doctor* 

M  Well— we'll  look  at  it,**  replied  An* 
hnj ;  uid  turning  aside,  they  entered  the 
litde  churehyaid. 

«*  How  I  love  this  old  yew  tree !"  he  ex- 
claimed, as  they  passed  under  it ;  *«  it  casta 
a  kind  of  tender  gloom  around  that  always 
makes  me  pensive,  not  to  say  melancholy.** 
A  sigh  escaped  him,  as  his  eye  glanced 
at  the  family  vault,  which  was  almost  ia 
the  centre  of  the  shade,  where  lay  hiflr^ther^ 
three  bio^ia  and  a  sister,  and  where,  in  tba 
course  of  nature,  a  few  short  jears  would 
see  the  precious  remains  of  his  mother  da* 
posited.  But  the  doctor,  who  had  hastened 
lorwaid  alone  for  a  moment,  findinff  tba 
cliureh  door  open,  eaUed  out  to  Mr.  Aimrsr 
who  stood  within  the  porch.  It  certainly 
required  a  little  repairing,  which  Mr.  An- 
brey said  should  be  looked  to  imaiediately. 
**  See— we*ie  all  preparing  for  to-monrow,** 
said  Dr.  Tatham,  leading  the  way  into  th« 
little  church,  where  the  ffrizzle-headed  clerk 
was  busy  deconiting  the  pulpit,  redding 
desk,  and  altar-piece,  with  the  cheerful  eoi* 
blems  of  the  season. 

<'I   never  see  these,**  said  the  doctoa, 
taking  no  one  of  Iba  v^iiii^  oC^&te^&AAa^ 
lying  on  %  foim  WcA^  iQMm^^^>wX\^^x^ 
of  yoQx  (y«niOVuni^x«Ma  \qw>>,U^%  W^teni 
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WkMi  yoa  w«r0  joonger  and  ftwbar  ten 
Tda  now  am— donH  you  raooUeci  themr* 

•  Oh,  pooh  !•• 

•*  But  1  remember  them;*'  and  hebegai^-- 

■*  *  H an  S  aBvsrf .  oMdcat  mtottolM, 
Wreath'd  rottii4  wtnter*!  brow  oftBOW, 

Clioiiinf  to  eha«tel]r,  Madcrly ! 
Hall,  holly !  darklj,  rlcMv  grMO, 
.WlioM  crioMOB  berriM  Mush  balirMa 

Thjr  pricklj  foliace,  modeMljr! 
Ta  winter-llowen  bloom,  tweet  a«4  Iblr, 
Thoufh  Natora't  gardaa  alaa  ba  bata— 
Ye  vernal  glbuoing  eoiMeioa,  meat 
To  twiaa  a  Chrbtmaa  eoroaet.' " 

''That  will  do,  doctor— what  a  memoiy 
yoa  hare  for  triilee  !** 

"^^887-  Peggy !— you're  aadly  ovordo- 
tng  it,'' said  the  doctor,  calUiig  out  to  the 
sexton's  wife,  who  was  busy  at  work  in 
the  squire's  pew — a  large  souare  pew  in  the 
nare,  near  the  pulpit.  **  Why,  yoa  don't 
want  to  hide  the  sauirs's  family  from  the 
congregation  t  You're  quite  putting  a  holly 
hedffe  all  round." 

**  Please  you,  sir,  Vre  got  so  much  I 
don't  know  where  to  put  it— so,  in  course,  I 
put  it  hers." 

•'Then,"  said  the  doctor,  with  a  smile, 
looking  round  the  church,  **  let  John  get  up 
and  tint  some  of  it  in  those  old  hatchments; 
yid,"  looking  up  at  the  clerk,  busy  at  work 
in  the  pulpit,  **  don't  put  quite  so  much  up 
there  in  mj  candlesticks.'^ 

With  this  the  parson  and  the  squire  took 
their  departure.  As  Ihey  passed  slowly  up 
the  village,  which  already  wore  a  sort  of 
holiday  aspect,  they  met  on  all  hands  with 
a  cordial  and  respectful  fipreeting.  The  quiet 
little  public  house  turned  out  some  four  or 
Bve  stout  fellows— all  tenants  of  his— with 
their  pipes  in  their  hands,  and  who  took  off 
their  hats,  and  bowed  rer^  low.  Mr.  Au- 
brer  went  up  and  entered  into  conversation 
with  them  for  some  minute»— &eir  families 
and  farms,  he  found,  were  well  and  thrivin|f. 
There  was  quite  a  little  crowd  of  women 
about  the  shop  of  Nick  Steele  the  butcher, 
who  with  an  extra  hand  to  help  him,  was 
giving  out  the  second  ox  which  had  been 
sent  from  the  hall,  to  the  persons  whose 
names  had  been  given  in  to  him  from  Mrs. 
Aubrey.  Farther  on,  some  were  cleaning 
their  little  windows,  others  sweeping  ^eir 
floors,  and  sprinkling  sand  Qver  them; 
most  were  sticking  holly  and  mistletoe  in 
their  windows,  ana  over  ttieir  mantel-pieces. 
Bveij, where,  in  short,  w^  to  be  seen  that 
air  of  quiet  preparation  for  the  cheerful  mor- 
row, which  fills  a  thoughtful  observer  with 
feelings  of  pensive  but  exquisite  satisfiio- 
ihn. 

Mr.  Anbnjr  ntaned  home  towatdsduskv 
^^red  and  ealiwrnwd  hj  his  walk.  HVa 
^mden  pJiuige  iato  Iha  dmpUei^  «ai  «Qiik- 


parative  selitnde  of  eovnl^  life— and  thsl 

country  Yatton-  had  quite  refreahed  his 

feelings,  and  given  a  tone  to  his  spirits.  Of 

course.  Dr.  Tatliam  was  to  dine  at  the  HaU 

to-moiTow ;  if  he  did  not  indeed,  it  woaU 

have  been  for  the  first  time  during  the  Issl 

fiv»4tiid-twenty  years. 

Christmas   eve  nassed   pleasantly  aal 

Quietly  enough  at  tne  Hall.    AAer  dituMi 

tne  merry  little  ones  were  introduced,  asd 

their  prattle  and  romps  occupied  an  hosr 

ri^t  joyously.    As   soon  as,  smothered 

With  kisses,  they  had  been  dismissed  ts 

bed,  old  Mrs.  Aubrey  composed  herself  is 

her  great  dhair  to  her  usual  alVer  dinner*! 

nap;  while  her  son,  his  wife,  and  sister, 

sitting  fronting  the  fire— a  decanter  or  two^ 

and  a  few  wine  glasses  and  dessert  lemsiih 

ing  on  the  tabfo  behind  them    oat  coa* 

versing  in  a  aubdued  tone,  now  listening  ti 

the  wind  roaring  in  the  c^imne^*-^  sooad 

which  not  a  little  enhanoed  their  senss  of 

comfort— then  criticising  the  dispoaitioo  of 

the  evergreens  with  which  the  room  vai 

plenteonsly  decorated,  and  laying  out  Aeir 

movements  durinv  the  ensuing  fortni^ 

Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Kate  were,  with  affeeboa- 

ate  eameatness,  contrasting  to  Aubrev  tks 

peaceful  pleasures  of  a  country  life  with  the 

restiess  excitement  and  endless  anxieties  of 

a  London  political  life,  to  which  the?  saw 

him  more  and  more  addicting  himself;  hi 

all  the  while  playfully  parrying  their  a^ 

tacks,  but  secretly  acknowledging  the  trudi 

and  force  of  what  ihey  said,  when — hark  !— 

a  novel  sound  from  without,  which  ioased 

the  old  lady  from  her  nap.    What  do  yoa 

think,  dear  reader,  it  was  1    The  voices  of 

little  girls  singing  what  seemed  to  be  i 

Christmas   hymn:  yes,  they   caught  Ihs 

words — 

«*  Bark!  tlw  baimld  angate  ilaf, 
Olory  to  tba  new-bora  kiaf  ; 
Paaca  on  earth  and  mercy  mild— ^* 

**  It  must  be  your  little  school-girls,"  said 
old  Mn,  Aubrey,  looking  at  her  daagh 
terand  listening. 

«« I  do  believe  it  is,"  quoth  Kate,  her  eyn 
suddenly  filling  with  teara  as  she  sat  eager 
ly  inclining  her  ears  towards  the  window. 

*'  They  must  be  standing  on  the  graasplol 
just  before  the  window,"*said  Mr.  Aubrey: 
the  tiny  voices  w«re  thrilling  his  verr  heirt 
within  him.  His  sensitive  nature  might  bs 
coihpared  to  a  delicate  ^olian  harp,  whick 
gave  forth,  with  the  alightest  breath  of ) 
dent  or  circumstance— 

**Tlia  atill,  tad  moale  ofhMMnltv.** 

In  a  few  moments  he  was  almost  in 

the  sounds  were  so  unlike  the  fierce  and  tai^ 

bu\aii\  cn«s  oC  v^UUctl  warfare  to  which  hll 

eaxa  YiaA  \M«ii  \«M^^  vwostoiisAAV  T^ 
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4m»  affected.  KiiteV  Imm  fell  ffist,  for  ehe 
■had  been  in  an  excited  mood  before  this  lit* 
He  incident  occurred.  *^  Do  yoo  hear,  mam- 
ana,**  said  ahe,  the  Kpice  of  the  poor  little 
thing  that  was  last  taken  into  the  school  ? 
The  little  darling!**  Kate  tried  to  smile 
away  her  emotion ;  but  *twaa  in  vain.  Mr* 
Aubrey  gently  drew  aside  the  curtain,  and 
trailed  up  the  central  blind— and  there, 
neaded  by  their  matron,  stood  the  little 
aingers  exposed  to  view,  some  eighteen  in 
number,  ranged  in  a  row  on  the  grass,  their 
white  dresses  glistening  in  the  moonlight. 
The  eldest  seemed  not  more  than  ten  or 
tweWe  years  old,  while  the  y^nger  ones 
could  not  be  more  than  five  or  six.  They 
seemed  all  singing  from  their  very  hearts. 
Aubrey  stood  looking  at  them  with  very 
deep  interest. 

As  soon  as  they  had  finished  their  hymn, 
Ihey  were  conducted  into  the  housekeeper's 
foom,  according  to  orders  sent  for  that  pur- 
pose from  Mrs.  Aubrey,  and  each  of  them 
received  a  little  present  of  money,  besides  a 
fall  glass  of  Mrs.  Jackson*s  choicest  raisin 
wine  and  a  currant  bun;    Kate  slipping 
half-a-guinea  into  the  hand,  of  their  mistress, 
to  whose  wish  to  afford  grotification  to  the 
"inmates  of  the  Hall,  was  entirely  owing  the 
little  incident  which  had  so  pleased  and 
'surprised  them. 

•*  A  happy  Christmas  to  you,  dear  papa 
and  mamma  !**said  little  Aubrey,  about  eight 
o*clock  the  next  morning,  pushingaside  the 
eartains,  and  clambering  up  on  the  high 
bed  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  were  still 
Mleep— soon,  however,  they  were  awoke  by 
the  welcome  sound.  The  morning  promised 
a  beautiful  day.  The  air,  though  cold,  was 
dear ;  and  the  branches  of  the  trees  visible 
from  their  windows,  were  all  covered  with 
hoar-frost,  which  seemed  to  deck  them  as  if 
with  silver  frin^.  The  little  bells  of  Yattr  n 
church  were  ringing  a  merry  peal;  but, 
how  different  in  tone  and  strength  from 
the  clangour  of  the  London  church-bells! 
Christmas  was  indeed  at  last  arrived — and 
cheerful  were  the  greeting  of  those  who 
soon  after  met  at  the  beautiful  breakfast-ta- 
ble. Old  Mrs.  Aubrey  was  going  to  church 
with  them — in  fact,  not  even  a  domestic  was 
to  be  left  at  home  that  could  possibly  be 
spared.  By  the  time  that  the  carriage,  with 
the  fat  and  lazy-looking  gray  horses,  was 
at  the  hall  door,  the  sun  had  burst  out  in 
beauty  from  an  almost  cloudless  sky.  The 
three  ladies  rode  alone;  Aubrey  prererring  to 
walk,  accompanied  by  his  little  son,  as  the 
ground  was  dry  and  hard,  and  the  distance 
^ery  short.  A  troop  of  some  twelve  or 
ffonrteen  servants,  male  and  female,  pre- 
sent!/ followed;  nnd  then  came  Mr.  An- 
ivejr,  JeBding  nlong  the  heir  of  Yatton— a 
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boy  of  whom  he  might  well  be  proud,  as 
the  future  possessor  of  his  name,  his  for- 
tune, and  his  honours.  "When  he  ha«i 
reached  the  church,  the  carriage  was  la- 
tnming  home.    Almost  the  whole  congre- 

f alien  stood  cdllected  before  the  church 
oor,  to  see  the  squire's  family  enter;  and 
reverent  were  the  cborteeies  and  bows  with 
which  old  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  her  lovely  com- 
panions were  received.  Very  soon  after 
they  had  taken  their  places,  Mr.  Aubrey 
and  his  son  made  their  appearance ;  objects 
they  were  of  the  deepest  interest,  as  they 
passed  along  to  their  pew.  A  few  minutes 
after,  little  Dr.  Tatham  entered  the  churqh 
in  his  surplice,  (which  he  almost  alw^s 
put  on  at  nome,)  with  a  face,  serious  to  be 
sure,  but  yet  overspread  with  an  expression 
even  more  bland  and  benignant  than  usual. 
He  knew  there  was  not  a  soul  among  the 
little  crowd  around  him  that  did  not  really 
love  him,  and  that  did  not  know  how  hearti- 
ly he  returned  their  love.  All  eyes  were  of 
course  on  the  squire's  pew.  Mrs.  Aubrey 
was  looking  well — her  daughter  and  daugh- 
ter-in-law were  thought  by  all  to  be  by  fiu 
the  most  beautiful  women  in  the  wond — 
what  must  people  Uiink  of  them  in  London  1 
Mr.  Aubrey  looked,  they  thought,  pleased 
and  happy,  but  rather  paler,  and  even  a  lit- 
tle thinner;  and  as  for  the  little  squire,  with 
his  bright  eyes,  his  rosy  cheeks,  his  arch 
smile,  his  curling  auburn  hair — he  was  tlio 
pride  of  Yatton. 

Dr.  Tatham  read  prayers,  as  he  always 
did,  with  great  distinctness  and  delibera- 
tion, so  that  every  body  in  the  church,  young 
and  old,  could  catch  every  gyllabie ;  and  he 
preached,  considerately  enough,  a  very  short 
sermon — pithy,  hrmely,  and  affectionate. 
He  reminded  them  that  he  wns  then  preach- 
ing his  thirty-first  Christmas-day  sermon 
frrm  that  pulpit.  The  service  over,  none 
of  the  congregaticn  moved  from  their  places 
till  the  occupants  of  the  squire's  pew  had  ^ 
quitted  it :  but  as  soon  as  they  had  got  out- 
side of  the  door,  the  good  people  poured  out 
after  them,  and  almost  lined  the  way  from 
the  church  door,  to  the  gate  at  which  the  cai- 
riage  stood,  receiving  and  answering  a  hun- 
dred kind  inquiries  concerning  then  aelves» 
their  families,  and  their  circumstances. 

Mr.  Aubrey  stayed  behind,  desirous  of 
takinganother  little  ramble  with  Dr.Tatnam 
through  the  village,  for  the  day  was  indeed 
bright  and  beautiful,  and  the  cccasion  in- 
spiriting.   There  was  not  a  villager  witliin 
four  or  five  miles  of  the  Hall  who  did  not  sit 
down  that  day  to  a  comfortable  little  relish 
ing  dinner,  at  least  one-third  of  them  bein(|; 
indebted  fot  \\  ^u^^^  \o  ^<iV^v«vV^  ^^-^^ 
I  Aubieya.    Ka  wyoxv  ^&\i\,'^^'^'ws^>'^^^ 
Ikcn  off  ^   ^ONH^  \A  "wyjaniV^^  ^^' 
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Aftbrey  in  cheerful  raood«  in  the  hriskeet 
^rita.  ^  Twas  delicrhtful  to  see  thv  smoke 
come  curling  out  of  every  chimney,  scarce 
any  one  visible,  suggesting  to  you  that  they 
were  all  housed,  and  preparing  for,  or  par* 
taking  of,  their  roast-beef  and  plum-pud- 
ding. Now  and  then  the  bustling  wife 
would  show  her  heated  red  face^althe  door, 
and  hastily  courtesy  as  they  passed,  then 
returning  to  dish  up  her  little  dinner. 

^Ah,  ha!  Mr.  Aubrey !— isn't  such  a 
day  as  this  worth,  a  whole  year  in  town  T* 
eiclaimed  Dr.  Tatham. 

^  Both  have  their  peculiar  influences.  Doc- 
tor; the  pleasure  of  the  contrast  would  be 
lost  if—'* 

**  C  ontrast  1  Believe  me,  in  the  language 
ofVirgU— " 

**  An !  how  goes  on  old  blind  Bess,  Doc* 
tor  1"  interrupted  Aubrey,  as  they  approach- 
ed the  smallest  cottage  in  the  village— 4n 
fact,  the  very  last. 

*^  She's  just  the  same  that  she  has  been 
these  last  twenty  years.  Shall  we  look  in 
en  the  old  creature  1" 

^  With  all  my  heart.  I  hope,  poor  soul, 
dial  ihe  has  not  been  overlooked  on  this 
festive  occasion.'* 

«•  Trust  Mrs.  Aubrey  for  that!  I'll  an- 
swer for  it,  we  shall  nnd  old  Bess  as  hap- 
l^y,  in  her  way,  as  she  can  be." 

This  was  a  stone-blind  old  woman  who 
had  been  bed-ridden  for  the  last  twenty 
years.  She  had  certainly  passed  her  hun- 
dredth year— «ome  said  two  or  three  years 
before— and  had  lived  in  her  present  little 
cottage  for  nearly  half  a  century,  having 
grown  out  of  the  recollection  of  al most  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  village.  She  had 
long  been  a  pensioner  of  Mrs.  Aubrey's,  by 
whom,  alone,  indeed,  she  was  supported. 
Her  great  age,  her  singular  appearance,  and 
a  certain  rambling  way  of  taMng  that  she 
had,  earned  her  the  reputation  in  Uie  village 
of  being  able  to  say  strange  things;  and 
one  or  two  of  the  old  gossips  knew  of 
things  coming  to  pass  aocordin?  to  what — 
poor  old  soul— she  had  predicted ! 

Dr.  Tatham  gently  pushed  open  the  door. 
Tlie  cottage  consisted,  in  fact,  of  but  one 
room,  and  that  a  very  small  one,  and  lit  by 
only  one  little  window.  The  floor  was 
clean,  and  evidently  just  fresh  sanded.  On 
a  wooden  stool,  opposite  a  fireplace,  on 
which  a  small  saucepan  pot  was  placed,  sat 
a  girl  about  twelve  years  old,  (a  daughter 
of  the  woman  who  lived  nearest,)  crumb- 
ling some  bread  into  a  basin,  with  some 
broth  in  it.  On  a  narrow  bed  against  the 
,wa]l,  opposite  the  window,  was  to  be  seen 


was  plaoed  cm  end  against  the  ivaU.  Bhfe 
was  evidently  a  Tery  tall  woman ;  aH  \m 
long,  brown,  wrinkled,  shriYelled  face,  wiik 
prominent  eheek  hopes  and  bushy  whili 
eyebrows,  betokened  the  possession,  ia 
earlier  days,  of  a  most  masculiiie  expressioa 
of  features.  Her  hair,  white  tm  snow,  wis 
gathered  back  from  her  forehead,  under  a 
spreading  plain  white  cap ;  and  her  sightlesi 
eyes,  wide  open,  stared  forward  with  a  stail* 
ling  and  somewhat  sinister  expression.  Shs 
was  wrapped  round  in  a  clean  white  bed- 

gown ;  and  her  long  thin  arms  lay  straigbt 
efore  her  on  the  outside  of  the  bed^clotta. 
Her  lips  vfere  moying,  as  if  she  were  talk- 
ing to  herself. 

**  She's  a  strange-looking  object,  indeed !" 
exclaimed  Mr.  Aubrey,  as  he  and  Dr.  Tn* 
ham  stood  watching  her  for  a  few  moaMoU 
in  silence. 

**  Dame !  dame !"  said  the  doctor,  loirf- 
ly,  approaching  her  bedside,  ^^  how  are  yot 
to-day  1  It's  Christmas-day — ^I  wish  yoos 
merry  Christmas." 

**  Ay,  ay— merry,  merry !  More  the  mth 
rier!  I've  seen  a  hundred  and  nine  sf 
Uiem !" 

**  You  seem  very  happy,  dame.'* 

**They  won't  giye  me  my  kroth^-«f 
broth." 

**It's  coming,  granny,"  called  oat  tibs 
shrill  yoice  of  the  girl  sitting  before  the  fin, 
quickening  her  motions. 

'* Here's  the  sauire.come  to  see  yoa, 
dame,  and  he  wishes  you  a  happy  Christ 
mas,"  said  Dr.  Tatham. 

«»What!  the  squire  1  Alire  yetl  Ah, 
well-a-day !  well-a-day !"  said  she,  in  s 
feeble,  mournful  tone,  slo\r1y  nibbing  te* 
gether  her  long,  skinny,  wrinkled  hands, 
on  the  backs  of  which  the  yeins  stood  oat 
like  knotted  whiiMsord.  She  repeated  ths 
last  words  several  times,  in  a  tndy  dolefU 
tone,  gently  shaking  her  head. 

♦♦Granny's  been  veiy  sad,  sir,  to-daf, 
and  crjed  two  or  three  times,"  said  the  Uttts 
girl,  stirring  about  the  hot  broth. 

♦♦Poor  squire!  doth  he  not  look  sad?** 
inquired  the  old  woman. 

♦♦Why  should  I,  dame!  What  have  I 
to  fear!"  said  Mr.* Aubrey. 

♦♦Merry  in  the  Hall!  all,  merry  !  merryl 
But  no  one  has  heard  it  but  old  blind  BeH» 
Where's  the  squire  1"  she  added,  suddenly 
turning  her  face  full  towards  where  they 
were  standing— .and  it  seenM  whitened 
with  emotion.  Her  staring  eyes  were  se^ 
tied  on  Mr.  Aubrey's  face,  as  if  she  wen 
reading  his  very  soul. 

♦♦  Here  I  am,  dame,"  said  he,  with  a 


i60«t>/neir/iat  remarkable  figure  of  the  9oV\-\gteaX  dsal  o{  ottiioaitY^  to  aay  the  lea# 
ifrjroJd  tenant  of  the  cottaga.    She  wasAoC  \l. 
^iUiajf^  Hp,  re$ting  ug^ost  the  piUaw,  w\uc\i\     *^  OVi%  n^  yws  Noa^  ^n^fASft;' 
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mnkhing'  mi  liar  Ibft  arm,  And 
■boat  her  talon-Uke  fingen  m  if  in  eafer^ 
MW  to  griBp  Mr.  Aahwf*»  htiid,  wliick  he 
ftTe  her. 

^  Never  fear!  neTer^iMver!  Happy  Id 
ibeHeH!  Iseea»!  Ho#  long >^ 

**  Why,  dame,  this  is  traly  a  very  ptoa^ 
santgrreetingof  yoors,**  interposed  Dr.  Tat- 
hmm  with  a  sniile. 

.  •« Short  and  bitter!  lotiff  and  sweet!  Put 
yoar  trust  in  God,  squire.*' 

^I  hope  I  do,  granny,'*  replied  Mr«  Au- 
brey, seriously. 

•«Isee!  I  hear ^^zdy broth!  my  broth!— 
where  is  it  1" 

**  Here  it  is,  granny,**  said  ^e  girt. 

^  Good  day,  dame,*'  said  Mr.  Aubrey, 
gently  disengajrinv  his  hand  from  hers; 
and  before  they  had  left  the  cotlage,  she  be- 
gan to  swallQW  very  greedily  the  broth  with 
which  the  little  girl  t&d  her. 

**This  is  the  sort  of  way  hi  which  this 
old  superannuated  creature  has  frightened 
one  or  two  of—** 

**{s  It,  indeed  1**  inquired  Mr.  Aubrey 
with  a  sort  of  mechanical  smile.  Dr.  Tai» 
kam  saw  that  he  was  In  a  >rery  serious  hu- 
mour. 

**8he*8  alarmed  yon,  I  protest  1— I  pro- 
aast  she  has  !**  eicelaimed  the  doctor,  with  a 
■mile,  as  they  walked  along.  Now  he 
knew  the  disuosition  and  character  of  Au- 
br^  intimately ;  and  was  welt  awars  of  a 
certain  tendency  he  had  to  superstition. 

**  My  dear  doctor,  I  assure  you  that  you 
are  mistaken — I  am  indeed  not  alarmed'^ 
but  at  the  same  time  I  will  tell  3rou  somis- 
tfiing  not  a  little  singular.  Would  you  he- 
Kere  that  a  month  or  two  ago,  when  in 
town,  I  dreamed  that  I  heard  some  ofie  nt^- 
taring /Atf  very 'words  this  old  woman  iias 
just  been  utterin'r  ^** 

*«  Ah !  ha,  ha  !**  laughed  the  doctor ;  and 
alter  a  second  or  two's  pause,  Aubrey,  as 
if  ashamed  of  what  he  had  said,  echoed  the 
laugh,  and  their  conversation  passed  on  to 
political  topics,  which  kept  them  engaged 
for  the  remainder  of  their  walk,  Mr.  Aubrey 
quitting  his  companion  at  the  door  of  the 
vicara^,  to  be  rejoined  by  him  at  five 
o'clock,  the  dinner  hour  at  the  Hall.  As 
Mr.  Aubrey  walked  along  the  park^  the 
shades  of  evening  casting  a  deepemng  e^oom 
aronnd  him,  his  thoughts  involuntarily  re- 
cnrred  to  the  cottage  of  old  blind  Bess,  and 
he  felt  vague  apprehensions  flitting  with 
daricening  shade  across  his  mind.  Though 
Ve  Was  hardly  weak  enough  to  attach  any 
definite  meaning  or  importance  to  the  giV- 
b^irish  he  had  heard,  it  still  had  left  an  un- 
•lenaant  impremon^  and  hs^frat  iressd  nt 
•helium  a  whh  that  the  ineident— 4riiliog  as  I 


■<niicmnd  byD#>.'Ridi»ag|at  tlleHirifll  «ail 
aftll  move,  jon  reeoUaeting  tbat  he  had  /mm 
jMseJ^  abifmrntd^fmuik  reqnenting  tke  gvaC 
dootor  not  to  do  so. .  All  this  iml^lied  thiib 
Ae  metier  had  oooiq»iad  his  thoughts -to '% 
greater  exlfent  than  he  aeoasthr  rsliihfdJ 
On  reachuig,<howevsc,  the  hau  deor,  thi» 
brief  pmssnvs  on  his  feelings  qnickly  oelist^ 
fof  on  entering  ho  saw  Mrs.  Anbrey.,  his  nam 
ter,  and  his  two  childmn  at  hi^  '^^'^ 
t.^tiMruithehall,nd  heJuMrtily  JMwi 
to  them.  * 

By  fm  o^clook,  the  little  par^  woiig 
seaited  at  the  cheerful  dinner-tablo,  coveioA 
with  the  glittering  old  fantily  platatOBi 
that  kind  wiaie  at  onee  substantial  and  l«y^ 
urious,  which  befittod  the  ooeaoion.  01a 
Mrs.  Aubsey,  in  her  aimpie  white  taibn* 
and  black  velvet  dresa,  presided 
kind  of  dignified  eheerfulnessy  which 
delightful  Uy  see.  Kate  liad  oontrivod  M 
make  hesself  look  more  lovahr  even  thaoi 
usual,  wearing  a  dmss  of  iaoi  Una  satiM 
tasteliiily  trimmed  with  blsadot  and  whaoM 
exquisitely  comported  with  herlovdyedaaw 
plezion.  Oh  that  Ddamero  had  been  al^ 
ting  opoosito  to,  or  beside  her!  The  moiw 
matnved  proportions  of  hsc  blooadng  sioiavM 
in«law,  appeared  to  infinite  advmnfcige  in  wi 
rich  green  voWet  dress,  while  a  soperbi  dkai* 
mond  srlistenod  with  subdaad  lustre  in  hi&t 


beaudful  bosom.  She  wove  b6  prm 
in  her  dark  hair,  which  waa,  as  indeed  migki! 
bcsaid  of  Kate,  **  iHtto  unadorned,  adoni« 
ed  the  most."  *i1ia  gzayhended  old  bntlei^ 
as  brisk,  as  fats  choicest  champagne,  wid^ 
which  he  perpetuaMy  bustled  roniid  the  in« 
ble,  and  the  three  otaady^ookbgold  haAf^ 
servants,  going  about  their  bmnoss  witL 
qoiet  celerity--^e  delicioas  air  of  antiano 
elegance  aronnd  them<  this  wis  a  Ohrnl^ 
mas  dinner  after  ohe's  own  heaitl  Ok  ths 
menry  and  dear  old  Yatton!  And  ao  il^ 
there  were  not  loveliness  enoush  already  in 
the  room,  behold  the  door  sndronly  pmnd 
open  as  soon  as  the  dinner  is  over,  and  jnfli 
up  to  his  gay  and  laughing  mother,'  her  JiU 
tie  son,  h»  ampid  anowy  odhur  mating 
ffraeefullv  on  his  crimson  velvet  dns^ 
Hs  her  hope  and  pride-*-her  fimb-boni-P-lki 
little  sijuire;  but  where  is  his  sister  1—* 
where  is  Agnes  1  *Tb  even  aa  Oharleo 
says-^she  fell  aaleep  in  the  very  act  of  bo» 
ing  dreased,  and  tbi^  weie  obliged  to  pol 
her  to  bed ;  so  Charles  balonein hie gloi^ 
Yoa  may  well  ibid  yoor  delieate  white  aoMi 
aronnd  him,  mamma. 

His  little  gold  oup  in  nearly  filled  to  tate 
in  the  fiiat  toast:  are  yoa  ail  ready  1    T%k 
worthy  doctor  has  poured  Mra.  AoWtrf% 
giass^  and  Kittfm  ifbHn^  toli  >i>  W  ^au^Vnini 
**  Owr  next  Cfcrutmot!^'*  ^ 


TIV:  :*VH€9»AffI>  A  TBAS^ 


his  tostimoiiy  with  kte  blood,'*  and 
wmdd  go  to  the  stake  not  onlj  without 
iiB6hkig,  het  rejoiein^-^all  which  I  verily 
helieTe  ihe  Tettlj  bebered  he  would  have 
^o&e,)— and  coveting  the  crown  of  martyr^ 
4oBy  when  Aubrey  caught  the  eounda  of 
hie  stater  playing  on  the  organ,  a  noble  in- 
ilrament,  which  a  year  or  two  before,  at  her 
ugent  request,  he  had  purchased  and  placed 
in  the  drawin^room,  whither  he  and  the 
doeier  at  onoe  repaired.  *TwaB  a  spacious 
aad  lofly  room,  well  calculated  for  the 
ipleiMiid  instrument  whic^  occupied  the 
large  reeees  fronting  the  door.  Miss  Aubrey 
was  playing  Handel,  and  with  an  exquisite 
pSreepcion  oif  his  matchless  power  and  beau- 
W*  Hark  1  did  you  ever  hear  the  grand  jret 
flinple  ledtatfve  she  is  now  commencing  t 

«•/»  tke  da^a  tf  Herod,  he  king,  behold, 
Ikuft  tame  wue  men  from  theEmt  to  Jeruaa^ 


**  Saj^ing'-'fVhere  it  he  thai  it  horn  king 

CJew9  ?  fur  we  have  eeen  his  alar  in  tkt 
and  are  tome  to  wonihip  himJ*^ 


IkM  eye  of  Dr.  TMiam  alone  |>eroeiv^  m 
•change  of  colour  in  Mr.  Aobrer^s 

as  the  words  wsie  uttated ;  and  his 
4fa  wandered  for  itti  instant,  as  if  tracing 

the  room  the  image  of  old  blind  Bees ; 
it  was  none  in  a  moment— Aubrey  was 
B  in  much  higher  spirits  than*  usual. 
Well  he  might  be.  How  could  man  be 
plaeed  in  happier  cironmstanoee  than  he 
wtsi  As  soon  as  the  ladies  had  with- 
drawn, together  with  the  little  Aubrey,  the 
doctor  and  Mr.  Aubrey  drew  their  chaira 
hsinre  the  fire,  and  enjoyed  a  long  hour's 
iisasant  chat  on  mattera  domeeticand  po* 
llieal.  As  to  the  latter,  the  person  and  the 
ecprire  were  stout  toriee ;  and  a  speech  which 
Anbrey  had  lately  delivered  in  the  House, 
eii  the  Catholic  daime,  raised  him  to  a  pitch 
if  eminence  in  the  paraon'a  eetimation,  when 
he  had  very  few  men  in  the  country  to  keep 
him  company.  The  doctor  here  got  on  very 
iut  indeed ;  and  was  just  assuring  the  squire 
thai  he  saw  darit  days  in  store  for  old  Eng- 

hmd,  from  the  machinations  of  the  papists;  ^  __,^. 

ttsd  that,  lor  his  part,  he  should  reioioe  to  »when  i  see  him !    Mamma,  haveD^t  yma 


as  the  precedingv  Mr.  Aubrey 
in  with  his  letters,  and  one  or  two 
little  matters  of  bttsinees.  in  his  library,  till 
luncheon  time.  **  What  aay  yon,  Kate,  ti 
a  ride  round  the  estate  t"  nsdd  he,  on  takiiie 
his  seat.  Miss  Aubrey  was  delighted ;  aai 
forthwith  the  horses  were  ofdered  to  be  got 
ready  as  soon  as  possible. 

'*  You  must  not  mind  a  little  rough  ridiaii 
Kate,  for  we*ve  got  to  go  over  eome  ag[ij 
places.  Vm  going  to  meet  Waters  at  tht 
end  of  the  avenue,  about  that  ok)  aycamen 
— ^we  must  have  it  down  at  last.'^ 

^  Oh  no,  Charlea,  no ;  1  thought  we  hat 
settled  that  last  year.** 

*«  PhC !  if  it  had  not  been  lor  yon,  Ktie, 
it  would  have  been  down  two  years  affoii 
least.  Its  hoar  is  come  at  last ;  *tis  indeed, 
so  no  pouting !  It  is  injuring  the  other  tieet; 
and,  besides,  it  spoils  the  proepeet  liom  the 
back  of  the  house.'* 

^  'TIS  only  Waters  that  puts  all  these 
things  into  your  head,  Charlea,  and  I  shall 
let  him  know  my  opinion  on  the  sabjaet 


«y 


word  to  say  for  the  old- 

But  Mr.  Aubrey*  not  deeming^  it  diserwi 
to  await  the  new  force  which  was  bc>  . 
brought  against  him,  started  off  to  go  touiJ 
and  see  a  aewlv-purchased  horse,  jmt 
brought  to  the  stablea. 

Kate,  who  really  became  every  thn^ 
looked  charming  in  her  blue  ridii^g-habil, 
sitting  on  her  horse  with  infinite  ease  aai 
grace— a  capital  horsewoman,  llie  exer- 
cise soon  brought  a  rich  bloom  upon  hei 
cheek ;  and  as  she  cantered  along  the  roai 
by  the  side  of  her  brother,  no  one  thst  aiel 
them  but  must  have  been  struck  with  ber 
beauty.  Just  aa  they  had  dropped  into  as 
easy  walk—  ' 

**  Charles,**    said    she,    oUeerving   tve 
horsemen   approaching   theoL,  **who 
these  be  1    Did  you— aid  you  ever 
figures  t    And  how  they  ride  !'* 

"Why,  certainly,"  replied  her  brother, 
smiling,  "  they  look  like  a  couple  of  cock- 
neys.'* 

**Good  pac^otts,  what  puppies!**  es 
claimed  »Miss  Aubrey,  lowering  her  voiet 
as  thev  neared  the  persons  she  spoke  oL 

**  They  are  a  most  esitraordinary  couple. 
Who  can  they  be  1**  said  Mr.  Aubrey,  a 
smile  forcing  itself  into  bis  features.  Ooe 
of  them  was  dressed  in  a  light-blue  surtoet, 
with  the  top  of  a  white  pocket-handkeichief 
seen  peeping  out  of  a  pocket  in  the  front  of 
it  His  hat,  vrith  scarce  anj  brim  to  it, 
was  stack  aslant  on  the  top  or  a  buehy  hee4 
of  hair.  His  shirt-co^axa  were  turned  dowa 


The  doetor  ofiiciated  as  chaplain  that 
evening.  The  room  was  almost  filled  with 
ssivants,  many  of  whoss  looks  very  plainly 
siMiwed  the  merry  doings  Uiat  had  been  go- 
lm§  en  in  the  servants*  nail;  some  of  them 
3o!uld  scarce  keep  theb  eyea  open ;  one  or 
ters  sat  winking  at  eadi  other,  and  so  forth. 
Vnder  the  circumstances,  therefore,  the  doc- 

%br,  with  mneh  judgment,  read  very  short   

fmyerBf  aad  iniiiismslsly  after  took  Vua  d«-  \  ootavVctoVj  o^«t  ^v»  avxsk^  displavii^  agnSi 

n^next  TfffffhTMr,  wkkli  pBHH^tA£ne\^\»^%lwdt«&TSsiisda^<(fK^  ^ 
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re  spronfliig  npon^  his  4fp.  A  qab^ 
la  was  held  to  his  rigrht  eye*  «m  in 
t  he  carried  a  whip  with  a  shiniM 
ad.  The  othei  was  naarlj  as  much 
ished  by  the  elegance  of  his  ap- 
I.  He  had  a  glo^  hat,  a  parple- 
veWet  waistcoat,  two  pins  oon« 
y  little  chains  in  his  stock,  a  botde- 
rtout,  sky-blue  trousers.  In  short, 
uld  these  be  but  our  old  friends  Tit^ 
nd  Snap  1  Whoever  they  mij^t  be, 
ain  that  they  were  perfect  novices  on 
k,  and  their  horses  had  every  ap- 
>  of  having  been  much  fretted  and 
by  tlieir  riders.  To  the  surprise  of 
reyand  his  sister,  these  two  per- 
attempted  to  rein  in,  as  they  neared, 
)  evident  intention  of  speaking  to 


will  yon,  sir,  tell  as," 
^ed  TiuQojise,  with  a  disperate  at- 
appear  at  his  ease,  as  he  tried  to 
3  horse  stand  still  for  a  moment— 
lere  a  place  called— called'*-^here 
3e«  whoee  sides  were  eonstantly 
lied  by  the  spurs  of  its  unoonsctous 
g^n  to  back  a  litde,  then  to  go  on 
S  and,  in  Titmouse's  fright,  his 
^pped  from  his  eye,  and  h#  seised 
bepuinmel.  Nevertheless,  to  show 

how  completely  he. was  at  his 
the  while,  he  levelled  a  great  many 
d  curaes  at  the  eyes  and  soul  of  his 
i  brute;  who,  however,  not  in  the 
ved  by  them,  but  infinitely  disliking 
i  of  its  rider  and  the  twisting  round 
>uth  bv  the  reinn,  seemed  mere  and 
lined  for  mischief,  and  backed  close 
I  edge  of  the  ditch, 
afraid,  sir,  you  are  not  much  acens- 

riding.  Will  you  permit  iwe  " 
ves — ^ye— ye— a,  sir,  I  am  unc6m- 
nae-o-uy !  wh-uoy !" — (then  a  fresh 
*  oaths) — »*  Oh,  dear — what— what 
ng  to  do  1  Snap !  Snap !"  »Twas, 
,  quite  in  vain  to  call  &n  that  gen- 
ir  assistance;  for  he  had  grown  as 
ieath,  on  finding  that  his  own  brute 
stron^ly^  dispMed    to  follow    th^ 

of  the  other,  being  particularly 
to  rear  up  on  its  hind  legs.  The 
t  motion  of  the  sort  brought  Snap*s 
3t  large  enough,  perhaps,  to  choke 
t^)  his  moyth.  Titmouse's  beast 
r  inclined  the  contrary  way;  and 
1^  its  hind  feet  into  the  air,  sent  its 
rider  flying,  heels  over  head,  into 

middle  of  the  hedge,  from  which 
ped  into  the  wet  ditch.  Both  Mr. 
and  his  ^rroorn  dismonnted,  and 
the  horse,  who,  having  got  tid  of 
iulous  rider^  stood  qaMf  eneiigh. 
^  proved  0  be  monfxigltklma^ikma 


hmt.  His  hat  was  crushed  iht  tohis  heai, 
and  half  the  left  side  of  his  face  covered 
with  mud— as,  indeed,  were  his  clothes  all 
the  way  down.  The  groom  (almost  splitting 
with  laughter)  helpeid  him  on  ajiain;  and 
Mr.  and  Miss  Aubrey  were  setting  oflT— -^  I 
think,  sir,"  said  he  politely,  **you  were  in- 
quiring for  some  place  V 

«•  Yes,  sir,"  quoth  Snap.  •*  Isn't  there  a 
place  called  Ya — Vat— Yat— ^be  quiet,  you 
Dputc,)— Yatton,  about  here  V' 

"  Yes,  sir— straight  on."  Mi«s  Aubrey 
hastily  threw  her  veil  ovi^  her  face,  to  con- 
ceal her  laughter,  spurred  her  horse,  and 
she  and  her  brotlier  were  soon  out  of  sight 
of  the  strangers. 

"  I  say.  Snap,"  quoth  Titmouse,  when 
they  hacl  got  a  little  composed,  ^^see  that 
lovely  gal }" 

"  Fine  girl-^evilish  (ine!"rppli«'<l  Snap. 

**  Tm  blessed  if  1  donH  think — ^p^''  "^7 
life,  I  believe  we've  met  before." 

"  Didn't  seem  to  know  you." 

**  Ah !  I  don't  know — how  unootnmnn  in- 
fernal unfortunate  to  happen  just  at  the  nM^ 
ment  when — ^"  Titmouse  became  silent; 
for  all  of  a  sudden  he  recollected  wh4*n  and 
where,  and  under  what  circumstances,  he 
had  seen  Miss  Aubrey  before,  and  which 
his  vanity  would  not  allow  of  his  telling 
Snap.  She  had  once  accompanied  her  si»> 
ter-in-law  to  Messrs.  Dowlas,  Tngrag,  and  ** 
Company's,  for  some  small  matter.  Tit- 
mouse had  helped  her,  and  his  alisnrdity  of 
manner  provoked  a  smile,  which  Titmouse 
a  little  misconstrued ;  so  that  when,  a  Sun- 
day or  two  afterwards,  he  met  her  in  the 
Park,  the  little  fool  had  the  presumption  te 
nod  to  her — she  having  not  the  slightest  no- 
tion who  he  ^*as — and  of  course  not,  on  the 
present  occasion,  having  the  least  recollee- 
tion  of  him.  The  reader  will  lemember  tliat 
this  little  incident  made  a  deep  impression 
on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Titmouse.  The  coii^' 
cidenoe  was  really  not  a  little  singiilar. 

To  return  to  Mr.  Aubrey  and  his  sister. 
Afler  riding  a  mile  or  two  further  up  the 
road,  they  leaped  over  a  very  low  mound  or 
fences  which  formed  the  extreme  boundary 
of  that  part  of  the  estate,  and  having  passek 
through  a  couple  of  fields,  they  entered  the 
lower  extremity  of  that  fine  avenue  of  elms, 
at  the  higher  end  of  which  stood  Kate's  fa- 
vourite tree,  and  also  Waters  and  his  under 
bailiflf— who  looked  at  her  like  a  couple  of 
executioners,  only  awaiting  the  fiat  of  her 
brother.  The  sun  shone  brightly  upon  the 
doomed  sycamore-* ^the  axevras  laid  at  its 
root"  As  \hey  rode  up  the  avenue,  Kate 
begged  very  haid  fbr  meroy ;  but  for  once 
her  orother  seemed  oV>A\w^\»— ^^  >w^\^ 
_.  nwit  come  do^ii. 

\\ 
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^  Mothhlg  mueli,  air,**  repIM  te  41 
aiMi,  taldnflr  off  hia  hat  and  bowing  vi^ 
low  towarda  Mr.  and  Mias  Aubrey. 

**  Put  yoar  hat  oa,  my  old  fneod^**  aH 
Mr.  Aubrey. 

^  I  only  come  to  bring  you  thia  bit  of  |»8p« 
Bir«  if  you  pleaae,**  aaid  the  old  man,  ti- 
dreaaing  Watera.  *<  You  aaid,  awhile  9^ 
aa  how  I  waa  a]wa3ra  to  bring  you  papai 
that  were  left  with  me;  and  thia**— 4ani{ 
one  out  of  hia  pocketv--^wa8  left  with  m 
only  about  an  hour  ago.  It'a  aeemingfyi 
lawyer'a  paper,  and  waa  left  by  an  uncQ» 
mon  gay  young  chap.  He  asked  me  m 
name,  aiid  then  he  looked  at  the  paper,  si 
read  it  all  over,  but  1  oouldn't  make  m 
thmffofit.*' 

^  What  is  it V*  inquired  Mr.  Aubrey,* 
Watera  caat  hia  eye  oyer  a  sheet  of  pipo, 
partly  printed  and  partiy  written. 

^  Why,  it  aeema  die  old  story,  air— <bl 
alip  of  waate  land,  air.  Mr.  Tooakinsii  tf 
it  again,  air.'* 

**  Wedl,  if  he  chooaea  to  spend  hta  moHf 
in  that  way,  I  can*t  help  it.  Let  me  lot! 
at  the  paper."  He  did  ao.  ••Yes,  it  aeeai 
the  aame  kind  of  thing  as  before.  Wdl,* 
handing  it  back,  •«  aend  it  to  Mr.  Parkinra, 
and  tell  him  to  look  to  it;  and  at  all  eyeBH^ 
take  care  that  old  Jolter  oomes  to  no  tradbil 
by  the  businesa.  How^a  the  old  wife,  h 
cobr 

••  8he*B  dreadful  bad  with  rheumatis,  dr, 
but  the  atuff  that  madam  aends  her  dofl 
a  woundy  deal  of  good,  air,  in  her  inaide.* 

•*  Well,  we  muBt  try  if  we  canH  aendyn 
aome  more ;  and,  harxee,  if  ^e  good  wtt 
doean*t  vet  better  aoon,  come  up  to  the  hafli 
and  we'll  have  the  doctor  call  on  her.  Nov, 
Kate,  let  ua  away  homevrard.**  And  thef 
were  aoon  out  of  sight. 

I  do  not  intend  to  deal  ao  nnceremoBioa^ 
lyor  aammarilyaa  Mr.  Aubrey  did  aiA 
the  doeument  which  had  been  brought  • 
hia  notice  by  Jolter,  then  handed  orer  • 
Watera,  and  by  him,  according  to  oidcn^ 
traaamitted  the  next  day  to  Mr.  ParkinHi^ 
Mr.  Aubrey's  attorney.  It  was  what  il 
Called  a  ••  Declaration  in  Ejectment  i*^  tooeb 
ing  which,  in  order  to  throw  a  ray  or  twocC 
li^t  upon  a  document  which  will  make  M 
tfmall  figure  in  thia  hiatory,  I  have  been  to| 
yery  renowned  aergeanWat-law,  and  kffl 
gained  a  little  information  on  the  point 

If  JbnM  daima  the  debt,  or  (tocda,  cr  ^ 
magea  from  Smith,  one  would  think  thai, if 
he  went  to  law,  the  action  would  be,^*  Jonai 
aermi  Smith ;"  and  ao  it  is.  Bat  behoki,if 
it  be  ULim  which  is  claimed  by  Jooec  fsm 
Smith,  the  style  and  name  of  the  caaa 
\«laiiAa  ibxA*.— >^\>Qe^  on  the    demise  of 


. slaly,  as  tmf  drew  up,  ••how  weVe  all  of 
OS  rompeii  and  sported  under  it!  Poor  pa- 
liaalso— " 

**  See,  Kate,  how  rotten  it  ia,"  said  her 
bfother;  and  riding  cloae  to  it,  with  his 
whip  he  anapped  offtwo  or  three  of  ita  feeble 
ailvery-^rniy  branchea — **  it's  high  time  for 
it  to  come  down." 

••It  fills  the  grass  all  round  with  little 
Dranchea,  air,  whenever  there'a  the  least 
breath  of  wind,"  said  Watera. 

'•  Il  won't  hardly  hold  a  crow's  weight  on 
the  topmost  branches,  sir,"  said  the  under 
bailiff. 

••  Had  it  .any  leaves  last  summer  t"  in- 
quirpd  Mr.  Aubrey. 

•♦  I  don't  think,"  said  Waters, «« it  had  a 
hundred  all  over  it" 

**  Really,  Kate,  'tis  such  a  melancholy, 
unsightly  object,  when  seen  from  any  part 
of  the  quadrangle," — turning  round  on  his 
horse  to  look  at  the  rear  of  Uie  Hall,  which 
was  at  about  eighty  yarda  distance.  ••It 
looks  such  an  old  withered  thing  amongst 
the  fresh  green  trees  around  it^tis  quite  a 
painful  contrast"  Kate  had  gently  urged 
on  her  horae  while  her  brother  waa  ap^ik- 
tne;  till  she  was  close  beside  him. 
••  Charles,"  said  she,  in  a  low  whisper, 
•^  does  it  not  remind  you  a  little  of  poor  old 
mamma,  witli  her  gra^haira,  amon^  her 
children  and  grand-children  t  She  la  not 
out  of  place  amongat  us — is  shet"  her 
eyes  filled  with  teara.  So  did  her  brother'a. 

••  Dearest  Kate,"  aaid  he,  with  emotion, 
affectionately  grasping  her  little  hand,  ••you 
,  have  triumph^ !  The  old  tree  ahall  nerer^ 
De cut  down  in  my  time!  Watera,  let  the 
tree  atand ;  if  any  thing  be  done  to  it,  let 
the  greatest  cave  be  taken  of  it"  Mias 
Aubrey  turned  her  head  aside  to  conceal  her 
emotion.  Had  they  been  alone,  ahe  would 
iiaye  flung  her  arms  round  her  brother's 
neck. 

••  If  I  were  to  speak  my  mind,"  aaid  Wa- 
isfs,  seeing  the  turn  things  were  taking,  ••  I 
should  say  with  our  young  lady,  the  old 
tcee's  quite  a  kind  of  ornament  in  thia  here 
situation,  and  it  aeta  off  the  reat"  It  was 
be  who  had  been  worrying  Mr.  Aubrey  for 
theae  last  three  years  to  have  it  cut  down. 

••  Well,"  replied  Mr.  Aubrey,  *•  however 
tliat  may  be,  let  me  hear  no  more  of  cutting  it 
down.  Ah!  what  does  old  Jolter  want 
here  1"  Said  he,  observing  an  old  tenant  of 
that  name,  almoat  bent  double  with  nge, 
hobbling  towarda  them.  He  waa  wrapped 
up  in  a  thick  blue  coat,  and  his  hair  was 
long  and  white. 

••I  don't  know,  su^-ril  go  and  see,"  said 

'^H^Aars  the  matter,  Jolter!"  he  in^idnd«\3aMa  ^Mmut^Qi^:^    ^^|SKe^^^^^^«RSsR^^  ^ 


TKN  THOUSAND  A  YEAR 


m 


own  proper  names,  they  set  npaoou- 
ple  of  puppets,  Tcalled  John  Doe  and  Rieh- 
mrd  Roe,)  who  tall  upon  one  snother  in  a 
▼erj  quaint  fashion,  after  the  manner  of 
Punch  and  Judy.    John  Doe  pretends  to  be 
the  real  plaintiff',  and  Richard  Roe  the  seal 
defendant.    John  Doe  says  that  thft  land 
which  Richard  Roe  has  is  his,  (the  said 
John  Doe^s,)  because  Smith  (the  real  plain- 
tiff') gave  hun  a  lease  of  it;  and  Smith  is 
then  called  '*the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff." 
John  Doe  further  says  that  one  Richard 
Ate,  (who  calls  himself  by  the  yery  signtfi- 
oant   and  ezpressiye  name  of  a  *^Ca$iMi 
Ejtdt^r*^)  came  and  turned  him  out,  and  so 
Jslin  Doe  brings  his  action  agaioat  Riehaid 
Roe.    I  am  informed  that  wheneyer  land  is 
saught  to  be  reooyeied  in  England^  this 
a&onialons  and  farcical  proceeding  must  be 
adopted.    It  is,  it  seems,  the  duty  of  the 
rvtt/ plaintiff  (Joneii)  to  aenre  iob  the  rco/de- 
bndaiit  (Smidi)  the  oueer  document  which. 
I  ahall  proceed  to  lay  before  the  reader ;  and 
i]«o  to  append  to  it  an  afiedtooate  note,  in- 


Doe  and  his  assigns  from  thenceforth,  for 
and  during,  and  unto  the  full  end  and  term 
of  twenty  years  from  thence  next  ensuing, 
and  fully  to  be  completed  and  ended :  By 
yirtue  of  which  said  demise,  the  said  Joha 
Dpe  entered  into  the  said  tenements,  with 
the  appurtenances,  and  became  and  was 
thereof  possessed  for  the  said  term,  so  td 
him  thereof  granted  as  aforesaid.    And  the 
said  John  Doe  being  so  thereof  possessed^' 
the  said  Richard  Roe  afterwards,  to  wit,  oiv 
the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  at  th^  parish 
aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  with  foray 
and  arms,  &c.,  entered  into  the  said  tene 
ments,  with  the  appurtenances,  which  ^Sbm 
said  TiTTLKBAT  TiTMousa  had  demised  fea 
the  said  John  Doe  in  manner  and  for  iha 
term  aforestdd,  which  is  not  yet  expired* 
and  ejected  the  said  John  Doe  m>m  his  aaid 
farm;  and  other  wrongs  te  the  said  John 
Doe  then  and  there  did,  to  the  great  damaga 
of  the  said  Jo}in  Dee,  and  aeainst  the  peaea 
of  our  said  Lord  the  now  King.    Whera-^ 
fore  the  said  John  Doe  saith  that  he  i^  in* 


ineting  the  serious  consequences  which]  jured,  and  hath  austaioed  damages  to  tha- 
arill  €Mue  upon  inattention  or  oontumaey.   value  of  J650,  and  therefore  he  bringa  hM* 


rHe  **  Declaration,'*  then,  which  had  been 
Mrred  upon  old  Jolter,  was  in  thawanla,; 
attera,  and  figures  followiiigu.tkat.is  to 


**  IV  TBTB  Comi OH  PlBAS. 

**  MukarimMa  TVrm,— th  Oeorft  III. 

**  ToaxsBtRB,  to  wit. — ^Richard  Roe  was 
Miched  to  answer  John  Doe  of  a  plea 
rhwsfnra  the  said  Richard  Roe,  with  rorce 
md  arms,  die.,  entered  in  two  messuages, 
vo  dwelling-houses,  two  cottages,  two  sta- 
itev  two  out-houses,  two  yaros,  two  gar- 
lens,  two  orchards*  twenty  acrea  of  land 
iOTcred  with  water,  twenty  acrea  of  arable 
twenty  acrea  of  oaature  land,  and 
acres  of  other  lanu,  with  the  appur- 
I,  aitualed  in  the  parish  of  YaUon^ 
a  the  County  of  Yorkshire,  which  TinxE- 
lar  TiTMOusB,  Esquire,  had  demised  to  the 
aid  John  Doe  for  a  term  which  is  not  yet 
SEaired,  and  ejected  him  from  his  said  farm, 
M  other  wrongs  to  the  said  John  Doe  there 
id,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  said  John  Doe, 
b4  against  the  peace  of  our  Lord  the  King, 
ml;  and  thereupon  the  said  John  Doe,  by 
ItLV  Gammoic,  his  attorney,  complains-r- 
'*«That  whereas  the  said  Tittljbbat 
Wmousb,  on  this  — th  day  of  August, 
I  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1813,  at  the 
aaah  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aiforeaaid, 
I  c  demiaed  the  aaid  tenements,  with  the 
ppartenances,  to  the  said  John  Doe,  to 
aTO  and  to  hold  the  same  ta  the  aipd  John 


} 


suit,  &c. 
^  LvATRKRHKAn,  for  the  plaintiff'. 
Timwrmr,  for  the  defendant 

"  Pledge,  of  pro.ec«tor.  [  ^l^^ 

**  Ma.  Jacob  Joltxb, 

"  I  am  informed  that  you  are  in  pos- 
session of,  or  claim  title  to,  the  premises 
mentioned  in  the  declaration  of  ejectment' 
mentioned,  or  to  some  part  thereof:  And  I, 
being  sued  in  this  action  as  a  ccawd  ejector 
oflily,  and  haying  no  claim  or  title  to  the 
same,  do  ad  rise  you  to  appear,  next  Hilary 
Term,  in  His  Majesty's  Court  of  Common. 
Pleas  at  Westminster,  by  some  attorney  of 
that  court;  and  then  and  there,  by  a  rule  to 
be  made  of  the  same  court,  to  causp  your* 
self  to  be  made  defendant  in  my  stead; 
otherwiae,  I  shall  suffer  judgment  to  be  en* 
tared  against  me  by  defoolt,  and  you  wiU 
be  turned  out  of  possession. 

<*  Your  loying  friend, 

«*  Richard  Rat* 
^  Dated  this  8th  day  of  December,  18— »** 


Yon  may  regard  the  aboye  document  im 
the  light  of  a  d^Mlly  and  deatruetive  mu)sila« 
thrown  by  an  unperoeiyed  enemy  into  a 
peaceful  citadel,  attracting  no  particular 
notice  from  the  innocent,  unsuspecting  in* 
habitants— amongat  whom,  neverthelesa,  it 
preaently  axplodM»  and  all  is  tenor,  daaih 
land  rain* 


i*  / 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


Ms  Parxikmh,  Mr.  Aobrej*»  tolieitor, 
who  raBi4ed  at  Glilston,  the  post-town  near- 
Mt  to  Vflittoii,  from  whieh  it  was  distant 
MxKit  six  or  seven  milest  was  sitting,  on  the 
•vening  of  Tuesday,  the  38th  December 
18-^  in  his  office,  nearly  finishing  a  letter 
to  his  London  agents,  Messrs.  Runnington 
and  Company-^one  of  the  most  eminent 
firms  in  the  profession — and  which  he  was 
desirons  of  despatching  by  that  nighfs  mail. 
Amongst  other  papers  which  have  come  in- 
to my  hands  in  connexion  with  this  histonr, 
1  have  happened  to  light  on  the  letter  Mr. 
Parkinson  was  writing;  and  as  it  is  not 
lon^,  and  affords  a  spedmen  of  the  way  in 
which  boainess  is  carried  on  between  town 
and  eountry  attorneys  and  solicitors,  here 
fcUoweth  a  copy  of  it: 


M  Dear  Sin, 


•«QffiUtoa  Mill  Dec  lft-% 


•*  Be  IUddkitm. 


'  ^Have  yon  got  the  marriage-settlements 
between  these  parties  read^  1  If  so,  please 
send  them  as  soon  as  possible ;  for  both  the 
lady*B  and  gentleman's  friends  are  (as  Usual 
in  such  cases)  very  pressing  for  them. 

^  Puddinghead  v.  QuiekwiL 

**  Plaintlflr  bought  a  horse  of  defendant  in 
November  last,  *  warranted  sound,'  and  paid 
fbr  it  on  the  spot  £04.  A  week  aAerwards, 
his  attention  was  accidentally  drawn  to  the 
animaPs  head ;  and  to  his  infinite  surprise, 
he  discovered  that  the  left  eye  was  a  glass 
eve,  so  closely  resemblin?  the  other  in  colour, 
tnat  the  difference  could  not  be  discovered 
e^Ecept  on  a  very  close  examination.  I  have 
seen  ii  myself,  and  it  is  indeed  wondeifiilly 
well  done.  My  countrymen  are  certainly 
nretty  sharp  hands  in  such  matters — but  this 
beats  every  tiling  I  ever  heard  of.  Surely 
this  is  a  breach  of  the  warranty.  Or  is  it 
Id  be  considered  a  />a/en<  defept,  which 
Would  not  be  within  warranty  1— Please 
mke  pleader's  opinion,  and  particularly  as 
to  whether  the  horse  could  be  brought  into 
court  to  be  viewed  by  the  court  and  jury, 
wbich  would  hafe  a  great  effect.  If  your 
pleader  thinks  the  aetion  will  lie,  let  him 


witness  for  the  plaintiff,  to  prove  Aat  vIm 
he  sold  it  to  defendant,  it  bad  but  one  cw! 

**  I  eaanol  get  these  parties  to  come  t»« 
amicable  settlement.  Voa  may  rememha, 
from  the  two  former  actions,  that  it  is  fa 
damages  on  account  of  two  geese  of  deW 
ant  having  been  found  on  a  few  yardaif 
Chatmoss  belonging  to  the  plaintiiS'.  D» 
fendant  now  contends  that  he  is  entitMs 
common  par  cmuae  de  meinagt,  Qu^— 4}a 
this  be  snown  under  a  plea  of  leave  aii 
license  t— About  two  years  ago,  also,ap| 
belonging  to  plaintiff  got  into  defesidaiA 
flower  garden,  and  did  at  least  j6d  wortkif 
damage.— Can  this  be  in  any  way  set  iff 
against  the  present  action  1  There  it  ■ 
hope  of  avoiding  a  third  trial,  as  the  partis 
are  now  more  exasperated  against  cMk 
other  than  before;  and  the  expense  (at tf 
least  fifteen  witnesses  will  be  called  oa  cMk 
side)  will  amount  to  upwards  of  MSSA^ 
You  had  better  retain  Mr.  Bsckiegandtf. 

^  Be.  L9rd»  OUaare  and  De  Ja  ZsmA^ 

**Are  the  deeds  herein  engrossed!  i$ 
it  is  a  matter  of  magnitude,  and  the  foas^ 
tion  of  extensive  and  permanent  6bm^ 
arrangements,  pray  let  the  ^Treaieatcsiell 
taken  to  secure  accuracy.  Please  take  ip 
cial  care  of  the  stampa*-: — ^*' 

Thus  far  had  the  worthy  writer  proeeaM 
with  his  letter,  when  Waters  made  hit  ^ 
pearance,  delivering  to  him  the  declaiaM 
in  ejectment  which  had  been  served  offl 
old  Jolter,  and  also  the  instructions  ed» 
cerning  it  which  had  been  given  by  Mi 
Aubrey.  After  Mr.  Parkinson  had  aaU 
particularly  concerning  Mr.  Aubrey'shcald^ 
and  what  had  brought  him  so  suddenljH 
Yatton,  he  cast  his  eyes  hastily  over  At 
<*  Declaration" — and  at  once  came  to  Ai 
same  conclusion  conceniing  it  which  fail 
been  arrived  at  by  Waters  and  Mr.  Aobicji 
viz.,  that  it  was  another  little  arrow  outs 
the  quiver  of  the  litipous  Mr.  TV>mnBi 
As  soon  as  Waten  had  lefl,  Mr. 
thus  proceeded  to  conclude  his  letter: 


d/aw  declaration,  eemie-Lancashire^^^^^^  ^j^  j^  ^i„,,^  ^.  jj^ 

mjr  client  would  have  no  chance  with  slX 

Yoikshin  Jury.)     Qu. — ^Is  the  man  w\io\    **\««\w»jQ<\^«^'wsCQLtstwV<!^ 
•old  the  horse  to  defendant  a  coinpeten\\ierttt^i  ^  1^<^  ^Q^^  >^>  ^^  ^^a^ 


\^ 
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^Ktp  of  'wuta  land  adjdntnff  the  «olltge  of 
<ld  Jacob  Jolter,  a  tenant  of  Mr.  Anbrey  of 
Tatton,  that  is  aon^t  to  be  reeorored.  I 
«Bi  (|oite  sick  of  this  petty  annoyance,  as 
also  18  Mr.  Aubrey,  who  is  now  down  here. 
Please  call  on  Messrs.  Quirk,  Grammon, 
aad  Snap,  of  SaflTron  Hill,  and  settle  the 
iMitter  finally,  on  the  best  terms  you  oan; 
it  beinijr  Mr.  Aubrey's  wish  ^at  old  Jolter 
(who  is  Tery  feeble  and  timid)  should  suffer 
no  inconvenience.  I  obserrea  new  lessor 
of  ^e  plaintiff,  with  a  Tery  singular  name.' 
I  sappose  it  is  the  name  of  some  prior 
holder  of  the  little  property  held  by  Mr. 
Tomkins. 

*•  Hoping  soon  to  hear  from  you  (particu^ 
lariy  about  the  marriage  settlement,)  I  am, 

**  Dear  sirs, 
<X  With  all  the  complhifents  of  the  season,) 
♦*  Yours  truly, 

**  Jammb  PAaxwsoir. 

M  p.  8.— The  oysters  and  codfish  came  to 
hnnid  in  excellent  order,  for  which  please 
m0emt  my  best  thanks. 

**  t  shall  remit  yo«  in  a  day  or  two  dSlOO 
««  account.*' 

This  letter,  lying  among  some  twenty  or 
thirty  similar  ones  on  Mr.  Runnington*s 
table,  on  the  morning  of  its  arriral  in  town, 
was  opened  in  its  turn;  and  then,  in  like 
manner,  with  most  of  the  others,  ^anded 
orer  to  the  managing  clerk,  in  order  that  he 
might  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  state 
of  the  yariotis  matters  or  business  referred 
Co.  As  to  the  last  item  in  Mr.  Parkinson's 
letter,  there  seemed  no  particular  reason  for 
hurrying;  so  two  or  three  days  had  elapsed 
before  Mr.  Ronnington,  having^  some  other 
Httle  business  to  transact  with  Messrs. 
Quirk,  Ghimmon,  and  Snap,  bethought 
himself  of  looking  at  his  diary  to  see  if 
there  was  not  something  else  Uiat  he  had 
to  do  with  them.  Putting,  therefore,  the 
declaration  in  Doe  dU  TStmouse  r.  Roe  into 
hb  pocket,  it  was  not  lonv  before  he  was 
at  the  office  in  Saffron  Hill— and  in  the 
rmj  room  in  it  which  had  been  the  scene 
of  sereral  memorable  intenriews  between 
Kr.  Tittlebat  Titmouse  and  Messrs.  Quirky 
Grammon,  and  Snap.  I  shall  not  detail'what 
transpired  on  that  occasion  between  Mr. 
ftminington  and  Messrs.  Quirk  and  Gam- 
DBOfi,  with  whom  he  was  closeted  for  nearly 
an  hour.  On  quitting  the  oflice  his  cheek 
sras  flushed,  and  his  manner  somewhat 
ureited.  After  walking  a  little  way  in  a 
Ukoody  manner,  and  with  a  slow  step,  he 
swidenly  jumped  into  a  hackney-coach,  and 
within  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  time  had  se- 
iMWsd  an  inside  ptaee  in  the  TVflyho  coach, 
widttt started  fx  York  at  two  o^ook  that 
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doubtinsp  wifhin  himaeK 
the  while,  whether  he  ou^nt  not  to  have  ^ 
off  at  once  in  a  post-chaise  and  four.  Hs 
then  made  one  or  two  calls  in  the  Temple; 
and,  hurrying  home  ta  the  office,  mads 
hastr  arrangrements  for  his  sudden  journey 
into  Yorkshire.  He  was  a  calm  and  expe* 
rienced  man— in  &ot,  a  first-rate  man  of 
business;  and  you  may  be  assured  that  this 
rapid  and  decisiye  moTemebt  of  his  had 
beisn  the  result  of  some  very  startling  dis- 
closure made  to  him  by  Messrs.  Quirk  and 
Gammon. 

Now  let  us  glide  back  to  the  delightful 
solitude  which  we  reluctantly  quitted  so 
short  a  time  ago. 

Mr.  Aubrey  was  a  atudious  and  ambitions 
man;  and  in  acceding  to  the  wishes  of  his 
wife  and  sister,  to  spend  the  Christmas 
recess  at  Yatton,  had  been  not  a  little  u^ 
fluenced  by  one  consideration,  which  he  had 
not  thought  it  worth  while  to  mention- 
namely,  Siat  it  would  afford  him  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  addressing  himself  with  effect  to  a 
very  important  and  complicated  question, 
which  was  to  be  brought  before  the  house 
shortly  after  its  re-assembling^,  and  of  which 
he  then  knew  scarcely  any  thing  at  all.  Fot 
this  purpose  he  had  had  a  quantity  of  par* 
liamentary  papers,  &c.,  ^.,  ^.,  packed  up 
and  sent  down  by  coach;  and  he  quit«» 

floated  over  the  prospect  of  their  being 
uly  deposited  upon  his  table,  in  the  tranquO 
leisure  of  his  library,  at  Yatton.  But  quietly 
as  he  supposed  all  this  to  have  been  ma- 
naged, Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Kate  had  a  most 
accurate  knowledge  of  his  movements ;  and 
resolved  wi^in  themselves,  (being  thereia 
comforted  and  assisted  by  old  Mrs.  Aubrey,) 
that,  as  at  their  instances  Mr.  Aubrey  haa 
come  down  to  Yatton,  so  they  would  take 
care  that  he  should  have  not  merely  nomi* 
nal,  but  real  holidays.  Unless  he  thought 
fit  to  rise  at  an  early  hour  in  the  rooming, 
(which  Mrs.  Aubrey,  junior,  took  upon  her- 
self to  say  ehe  would  take  care  should  never 
be  the  case,)  it  was  decreed  that  he  should 
not  be  allowed  to  waste  more  than  two 
hours  a  day  alone  in  his  library.  ^Twas 
therefore  in  vain  for  him  to  4it  at  breakfast 
wiUi  e^e  aslant  and  thought-laden  brow,  as 
if  meditating  a  long  day*s  seclusion:  some* 
how  or  anoUier,  he  never  got  above  an  hour 
to  himself.  He  was  ofVen  momentarily  petu- 
lant on  these  occasions,  and  soon  saw  through 
the  designs  of  his  enemies ;  but  he  so  hoarti* 
ly  and  tenderly  loved  them— so  thoroughly 
appreciated  the  affection  which  dictated 
their  little  mamauvres — ^that  be  soon  sur- 
rendered at  discretion,  and,  in  fact,  placed 
himself  almost  eotixeV^aXiJDAVt  XEAT^Y^  ^^ 
soW  tng  to  uttke  u^  iot  \oiX  ^xwfe  w^V\%  \« 
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intantteoTte  natkni  wtNiM  wt  mIGbt  Itf 
Ike  mean  while.  In  efaorty  Ihe  ladiei  of 
Yatton  liad  agreed  on  tlwir  line  of  o^rih 
tsons ;  that  almost  OTenr  night  of  their  stay 
in  tlie  coontry  ehoold  be  devoted  either  to 
entertaininff  their  neighbonn  or  yisitiBg 
them;  an^  ae  a  prepaiatoij  morement, 
that  the  days  (weather  pennitting)  should 
be  ocei^ied  with  exercise  in  the  open  air; 
in  making  **  morning'*  calls  on  neighbours 
at  several  miles'  distance  from  the  Hati,  and 
ftom  each  other;  and  from  which  th<r^  gene- 
rally  returned  only  in  time  to  dress  for  din- 
ner. As  soon,  indeed,  as  the  leading  ceunCry 
p^per  had  announced  the  arrival  at  Yatfon 
of  **  pharles  Aubrey,  Esq.,.  M.  P.,  and  his 
ftmUy,  for  the  Christmas  lecess,*'  the  ef- 
forts of  Mrs.  and  Miss  Aubrey  were  moat 
powerfully  seconded  by  a  constant  sacees* 
sion  of  visiters— 4>y  **  troops  of  friends,'*^- 
as  the  lodffe-keeper  ooula  have  testified; 
for  he  and  bis  buxom  wife  were  contiaaaUy 
opening  and  shutting  the  great  gates*.  On 
Ike  Monday  after  Christmas-day,  (t.  e.  the 
day  but  one  following,)  came  cantering 
op  to  the  Hall  Lord  TSb  la  Zouch  and  Mr. 
Ilelamere,  of  course  stayin^r  to  luncheon, 
and  bearinff  a  most  pressing  invitation  from 
Lady  De  la  Zouch,  aealously  backed  by 
themselves,  for  the  Aubreys  to  join  a  large 
party  at  Fotheringham  Castle  on  New 
Year's  Eve.  Thid  was  accepted — a  day 
and  a  night  were  thus  gone  at  a  swoop. 
The  same  thing  happened  with  the  Old- 
fields,  thei*  nearest  neighbours;  with  Sir 
Percival  Pickering  at  Luthington  Court, 
where  was  a  superb  new  picture-gallery  to 
he  critically  inspected  by  Mr.  Aubrey;  the 
Earl  of  Old  acre,  a  college  friend  of  Mr.  Au- 
brey's— ^the  venerable  Xadv  Stratton,  the 
iariiest  friend  and  school-fellow  of  old  Mrs. 
Aubrev,  and  so  forth.  Then  Kate  had  save- 
fal  visits  to  pay  on  her  own  account:  and, 
being  fond  of  horseback,  she  did  not  like 
ndintr  about  the  country  with  only  a  groom 
hi  attendance  on  her;  so  her  brother  mus< 
aeeompany  her  on  these  occasions.  The 
first  week  of  their  stay  in  the  country  was 
devoted  to  visiting  their  neighbours  and 
friends  in  the  way  I  have  stated ;  the  next 
was  to  be  spent  in  receiving  them  at  Yatton, 
during  which  time  the  M  Hall  was  to  ring 
with  merry  hospitality. 

Then  there  was  a  litde  world  of  other 
matters  to  occupy  Mr.  Aubrey's  attention, 
and  which  naturally  crowded  upon  him, 
living  so  little  at  Yatton  as  he  had  latterly. 
He  ofVen  had  a  kind  of  levee  of  his  humbler 
neighbours,  tenants,  and  constituents ;  and 
m  these  occasions  his  real  goodness  of  na- 


atedearing  qftilitirs*  dHra«^ 
yet  a  placid  <ttgliity  ahoni  him  thai  eUDii 
undue  familiarity,  and  repelled  presampte 
He  bad  here  no  motive  or  ooeasion  for  oii» 
tatiod,  sr,  as  it  is  ealledy  popii)arity-hnatii| 
In  a  sense  it  might  be  iM  €tf  him,  thatls 
was  *«  monafeeh  of  all  ha  surveyed."  Its 
true,  he  was  member  fov  Ihe  borough— ai 
honour,  however,  for  which  be  was  indeba^ 
to  the  Uatoral  influenee  of  his  comman^ii^ 
positaeD*— one  whidi  left  him  his  em 
maatet,  not  converting  hikn  into  a  pais} 
delegatai  handcuffiMi  by  pledges  en  pittr 
qaestieas,  and  laden  with  injunetiontaa* 
coming  petty  local  interests  only  hthit 
meieover,  to  be  called  to  mm  account  at  mf 
mement  by  ignoraat  and  insolent  dem 
Rogues — but  a  member  of  parUameat  tnii' 
ing. to  beeome  a  atmeitnan,  possessed  eft 
free  will,  and  therefore  cajp^able  of  indepca 
deni  and  enlightened  deliberations ;  pbod 
by  his  fortune  above  the  reach  of  temutaiiai 
-"•hot  I  shall  not  goainr  fiirther,  for  m  |» 
tiaitme  ef  a  member  of  parliament  of  tkm 
days  suggests  such  a  huaaihatiRg  aad  bim 
oaatiaaCf  thai  I  shall  aol  raffle  eidiar  s^ 
own  or  my  reader's  temper  by  toucbiafii 
any  further.  On  the  occasions  I  have  bm 
alludine  t0|  Mr.  Aubrey  was  not  0Blyeii> 
descending  and  geaerousy  but  practieiifcf 
aeute  and  discriminatinfif ;  qiialities  of  ka. 
these  latter,  so  well  known,  however, « a 
lesve  him  at  length  scarce  any  opportuaitiv 
of  exercisitig  them.  His  quiet  but  dectdn 
interference  put  an  end  to  a  number  of  kal 
unpleasantnesses  and  amaoyances,  n^ 
caused  his  increasing  absence  from  Yana 
to  be  very  deeply  regretted.  Was  a  lad  a 
a  wench  taking  to  idle  and  dissolute  eooiaal 
A  kind,  or,  as  the  occasion  re^iiired,  a  ttoi 
expostulation  of  his-— for  ke  was  a  jurtia 
of  the  peace  moreover — brought  tbeai  ft 
their  senses.  He  had  a  very  happy  kaiA 
of  reasoning  and  laa|;hing  quarreUtm 
neighboars  into  reeoneilmtioB  and  good  ba- 
mour.  He  had  a  very  kemi  ^e  ato  ^ 
praetaeal  details  of  agrietdtuie^  was  e^iaOT 
quick  at  deteotmg  an  incosvenienoe,  aal 
appreciating— sometimes  even  auggestii^ 
a  remedy;  and  had,  on  several  oecaiMim 
brought  such  knowledge  ta  bear  v&y  tStt 
tivriy  upon  discussions  in  fftrrHiHftnt.  B* 
constituents,  few  in  numlber.  ondoubtci^ 
and  humble,  were  quite  aatiafied  wi&  w 
proud  of  their  member;  mnd  hia  unttq)6Cli^ 
appearance  diffused  amone  them  real  i|^ 
smieral  aatisfaction.  As  a  landlofd,  be  a* 
beloved  by  his  numerous  tenantry ;  uid  Wi 
he  might— for  never  was  there  so  easy  n' 
liberal  a  landlord:  he  might  at  aayli^ 


tan,  hhf  simplieitjf  his  patience,  bis  foT-ybavamomaaodhisTental  by~£l5OOoT/M0 

heannee,  his  sweetness  of  tem^,  his  be-xa^ftas^aaV^  «\««vi^  lt«AN|^x)\Vs  inlWi^ 

mwohooe,  9hom  eoospieiioas.    WiOi  a\\\to  Vsmr^Amx  ieik  ^wu    vC^fs^,  ^^mh^^ 
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jmtf**  taid  Mr.'  ib^yv  «« is  far  mMO'^aii 
my  DecesBities  require— it  affords  me  and 
oyr  family  every  luxury  that  I  can  conceive 
ol;  and  its  ma^itude  reminds  me  constantly 
^t  hereafter  I  shall  he  called  upon  to  give 
a  very  strict  and  ^lemn  account  of  my  stew- 
mrdahip.**  I  would  I  had  time  to  complete, 
as  it  ought  to  he  completed,  this  portraiture 
of  a  true  Christian  gentleman! 

As  he  rode  up  to  the  Hare  and  Hounds 
(on,  at  Grilstoo,  one  morning,  to  transact 
some  little  business,  and  alsp  to  look  in  on' 
the  Farmer's  Club,  which  was  then  holding 
on !  of  its  fortnightly  meetings,  (all  touching 
th|*  r  hats  and  TOWing  to  him  on  each  side 
iiT  le  long  street  as  his  slowly  passed  up  it,) 
ae  perceived  one  of  his  horse  s  feet  limp  a 
little.  On  dismountinz,  therefore,  he  stop- 
ped to  see  what  was  tne  matter,  while  his 
groom  took  up  the  foot  to  examine  it. 

^  Dey*villish  fine  horse,"  exclaimed  the 
voice  of  one  standing  close  beside  him,  and 
in  a  tone  of  most  disagreeable  confidence. 
The  exclamation  was  ^dressed  to  Mr.  Au- 
brey ;  who,  on  turning  to  the  speaker  be* 
hela  a  youngman— 'twas  Titmouse— dress- 
^  in  a  style  of  the  most  extravagant  absurdi- 
ty. One  hand  was  stuck  into  the  hinder  pocket 
of  a  stylish  top  coat,  (the  everlasting  tip  of 
a  white  pocket  handxorchief  glistening  at 
die  moutn  of  his  breast  pocket ;)  the  oUier 
bold  a  ciflrar  to  his  mouth,  from  which,  as  he 
addressea  Mr.  Aubrey  with  an  air  of  provo- 
cin^  impudence,  he  slowlv  expelled  the 
smoke  that  he  had  inhalea.  Mr.  Aubrey 
bow^  with  a  cold  and  surprised  air,  with- 
out replying,  at  the  same  time  wondering 
where  he  had  seen  the  ridiculous  object  be- 
fioro. 

^  The  horses  in  these  parts  ar'n't  to  be 
oompired  with  them  at  London-^^,  sir !" 

5aoth  Titmouse,  approaching  closer  to  Mr. 
Lubrey  and  his  groom,  to  see  what  the  lat- 
ter was  doing— who,  on  hearing  Titmouse's 
last  sally^  gave  him  a  very  significant  look. 
^^I'm  afraid  the  people  here  won't  relish 
TOur  remarks,  sir !"  replied  Mr.  Aubrey, 
lordly  able  to  forbear  a  smile,  at  the  same 
tune  calmly  scanning  the  figure  of  his  com- 
panion  from  head  to  Toot. 

"  Who  cares  1"  inquired  Titmouse,  with 
t  rery  energetic  oath.  At  this  moment  up 
oame  a  farmer,  who,  observing  Mr.  Aubrey, 
made  him  a  very  low  bow.  Mr.  Aubrey's  at- 
tention being  at  the  moment  occupied  with 
Titmouse, he  did  no^ observe  the  salutation; 
aot  so  with  Htmouse,  who  acknowledged 
it  by  taking  off  his  hat  with  great  grace ! 
Mr.  Aubrey  followed  into  the  house,  having 
ordered  his  groom  to  bring  back  the  horse 
fa  an  hour's  time.    **  Pray,"  said  he  mildly 

?)  (he  landlady,  <*  who  is  that  peaon  smo- 
'i^  the  cigv  oatmdeV^ 


«« Why,  sfr,  he*8  a  Mr.  Brm/m  i  and  has 

another  with  him  here— who's  going  up  to 
London  by  this  afternoon's  coach— this  one 
stays  behind  a  day  or  two  longer.  They're 
Queer  people,  sir.  Such  dandies !  Do  ncr 
tning  but  smoke,  and  drink  brandy  and  wa- 
ter, sir;  only  that  t'other  writes  a  good 
deal." 

**  Well,  I  wish  you  would  remind  him," 
said  Mr.  Aubrey,  smiling,  ^*  that  if  he  thinks 
fit  to  speaktto  nu  again,  I  am  a  magistrate^ 
and  have  the  power  of  fining  him  five  shil- 
lings for  e^ery  oath  he  utters." 

^*  What,  sir !  has  he  been  speaking  to 
you  7  Well,  I  nerer — ^he's  the  most  (o^ 
ward  little  upstart  I  ever  seed !"  said  aiiey 
dropping  her  voice;  '^and  the  sooner  ha 
takes  himself  off  from  here  the  better;  iox 
he's  always  winking  at  the  maids  and  talk* 
ing  impudence  to  them.  I'se  box  his  ears» 
I  warrant  him,  one  of  these  times !"  Mr. 
Aubrey  smiled,  and  went  up  stairs. 

**  The^e  don't  seem  much  wrong,"  quoth 
Titmouse  to  the  groom,  with  a  condescend- 
ing' air,  as  soon  as  Mr.  Aubrey  bad  eatspoA 
the  house. 

"  Much  you  know  about  it,  I  don't  guess  !* 
quoth  Sam,  with  a  contemptuous  smile. 

"Who's    your    master,   fellow t"  —  io- 

?|nired  Titmouse,  knocking  off  the  ashes 
rom  the  tio  of  his  cisar. 
"  A  gentleman.  What's  yourM  ?" 
"Curse  jrour  impudence,  you  vaga- 
bond— "  The  words  were  hardly  out  of 
his  mouth  before  Sam,  with  a  slight  tap  of 
his  hand,  had  knocked  Titmouse's  glossy 
hat  off  his  head,  and  Titmouse's  purple- 
hued  hair  stood  exposed  to  view,  provoking 
the  jeers  and  laughter  of  one  or  two  by- 
standers. Titmouse  appeared  about  to  strike 
the  ^room ;  who,  hastily  giving  the  bridftes 
of  his  horses  into  the  hands  of  an  ostler, 
threw  himself  into  a  boxing  attitude ;  and, 
beinff  a  clean,  tight-built,  sto^it  young  fel- 
low, looked  a  very  formidable  object,  as  he 
came  sauaring  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  dis- 
mayed fitmouse;  and  on  behilf  of  the  out- 
raged honour  of  ail  the  horses  of  Yorkshire^ 
was  just  going  to  let  fly  his  ofu^^tclo,  whea 
a  sharp  tapping  at  the  bow-window  ovei^ 
head  startled  him  for  a  moment,  iiiterrapiW> 
ing  his  warlike  demonstiaHans :  and,  on 
casting  up  his  eyes,  he  beheld  the  threaten 
ing  ficrure  of  his  master,  who  was  shakiait 
his  whip  at  him.  He  dropped  his  guard, 
touched  his  hat  very  humbly,  and  resumed 
his  horse's  bridles;  muttering,  however,  to 
Titmouse,  "  K  thou'rt  a  man,  come*^  doWn 
into  t'  yard,  and  I'll  make  thee  think  a 
horse  kicked  thee,  t  liar  as  thou  art!" 
'*  "  Who's  that  gentlemaiv  %ow^  ^x^^^aosaV 
inquired  T\\mouBe  oi  )i3ci^\ajaJSi^^l>'^S^«a^^ 
\  had  sneaked  tnto  \2kia  Vnii* 
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«•  Sqmrfe  Aubrey,  of  Yatton."  Titmoiise's 
ftee,  previously  pale,  flushed  all  oyer.  ^*Ay, 
ay,  tiiou  must  be  chattering  to  the  grnind. 
fbllw,  and  thou'st  nearly  put  thy  foot  into  U 
at  last,  I  can  tell  thee ;  for  thafs  a  maffis* 
trate,  and  thou^st  been  a  swearinflr  afore 
him.**  Titmouse  smiled  ratiier  faintly; 
and  entering  the  parlour,  affected  to  be  en- 
ga^rnd  with  a  coun^  newspaper ;  and  he  re- 
mained rery  quiet  for  upwards  of  an  hour, 
■ot  venturing  out  of  the  room  till  he  had 
seen  off  Mr.  Aubrey  and  his  formidable 
Sam. 

It  was  th^  hunting  season ;  but  Mr.  Au- 
brey, Aottgh  he  had  as  fine  horses  as  were 
lo  be  found  in  the  country,  and  which  were 
ahvays  at  the  service  of  his  friends,  p%rt- 
It  from  want  of  inclination,  and  partly 
mm  the  delicacy  of  his  constitution,  never 
shared  in  the  sports  of  the  field.  Now  and 
then,  however,  he  rode  to  cover,  to  see 
the  hounds  throw  off,  and  exchange  greet- 
ings with  a  great  number  of  his  friend  and 

'  neighbours,  on  such  occasions  collected  to- 
gvther.  This  he  did  the  morning  afler  that 
OD  whidi  he  had  visited  Grilston,  accompa- 
nied, at  their  entreaty,  by  Mrs.  Aubrey  and 
Kate.  I  am  not  painting  angels,  but  de- 
scribing frail  human  nature;  and  truth  forces 
me  to  say,  that  Kate  knew  pretty  well 
that  on  such  occasions  she  appeared  to  no 
little  advantage.  I  protest  I  love  her  not 
the  less  for  itr— but  is  there  a  beautiful  wo- 
man under  the  sun  who  is  not  aware  of  her 
shares,  and  of  the  effect  they  produce  upon 
our  sex  t  Pooh !  I  never  will  believe  to 
the  contrary.  In  Kate's  composition  this 
ingredient  was  but  an  imperceptible  alloy 
in  virgin  gold.  Now,  how  was  it  that  she 
came  to  think  of  this  huntin?  appointment? 
I  do  not  exactly  know ;  but  I  recollect  that 
when  Lord  De  la  Zouch  last  called  at  Yat- 
lon,he  happened  to  mention  it^t  lunch,  and 
to  say  that  ne  and  one  Geoffrey  Level  Dela- 

mere ^but  however  that  may  be,  behold, 

on  a  bright  Thursday  morning,  Aubrey  and 
his  two  lovely  companions  made  their  wel- 
aome  appearance  at  the  field,  all  supeibly 
mounted,  and  most  cordially  greeted  by  all 

'  present.  Miss  Aubrey  attracted  univereal 
admiration;  but  there  was  one  handsome 
youngster,  his  well-formed  figure  showing 
to  great  advantage  in  his  new  scarlet  coat 
and  spotless  cords,  that  made  a  point  of 
challenging  her  special  notice,  and  in  doing 
•o,  attracting  that  of  all  his  envious  fellow- 
sportsmen;  and  that  was  Delamere.  He 
iaemed.  indeed,  infinitely  more  taken 


with  the  little  party  from' Yatton  than  with 

the  sf  rtoiis  business  of  the  day.    His  horse,^  welcome  tlie  hand  that,  in  a  Tew 'short  jeutt 


fik6  light,  and  would  have  left  its  abstrael' 
ed  rider  behind,  had  he  not  been  a  fiistn^ 
seaL  In  fact,  Kate  herself  was  not  qdM 
sofiiciently  on  her  guard ;  and  her  eager  filly 
suddenly  put  in  requisition  all  her  ridoN 
little  strength  and  skill  to  rein  her  in — whiek 
having  done,  Kate's  eye  looked  nther 
anxiously  afler  her  late  companion,  wb, 
however,  had  already  cleared  the  fint 
hedge,  and  was  fast  making  up  to  the  sett* 
tering  scarlet  crowd.  Oh,  the  bright  exhili 
rating  scene ! 

«« Heigh  ho!**  said  Kate,  with  a  il^ 
sigh,  as  soon  as  Delamere  had  disappeiF 
ef— **  I  was  very  nearly  off".** 

**So  was  somebody  else,  Kate!**  wl 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  with  a  sly  smile. 

**  This  is  a  very  cool  contrivance  of  yovii 
Katcy— bringing  us  here  this  momiiigi** 
said  her  broUier,  rather  gravely. 

^  What  do  you  mean.  Chariest**  sheifr 
quired,  slightly  reddening.  He  gDodH» 
turedly  tapped  her  shoulder  with  his  wbii^ 
laughed,  urged  his  horse  into  a  canter,  ni 
thej  were  all  soon  on  their  way  to  Geaari 
Gnm,  a  friend  of  the  late  Mr.  Aubrey's. 

The  party  assembled  on  New  Year's  Evi 
at  Fotherin^am  Castle,  the  residence  d 
Lord  De  la  Zouch,  was  numerous  and  bril* 
liant.  The  Aubreys  arrived  about  fin 
o*clock;  and  on  their  emer^ng  from  tim 
chambers  into  the  drawing-room,  about  hdf 
past  six — Mr.  Aubrey  leading  in  his  lovdy 
wife  and  his  very  beautiful  sister — they  tV 
tracted  general  attention.  He  himself  look- 
ed handsome,  for  the  brisk  country  airlnd 
brought  out  a  glow  upon  his  too  freouendj 
sallow  countenance— sallow  -with  the  im- 
wholesome  atmosphere,  the  late  hours,  thi 
wasting  excitement  of  the  House  of  Cco- 
mons;  and  his  smile  was  cheerfhl,  his  «yf 
bright  and  penetrating.  There  is  ncOdiq 
that  makes  such  quick  triumphant  way  ii 
En^ish  society  as  the  promise  cf  speeiy 
political  distinction.  It  will  supply  to  itt 
happy  possessor  the  vrant  of  family  and  foh 
tune— It  rapidly  melts  sways  all  dbtiD^ 
tions ;  the  obscure  but  eloquent  commona 
finds  himself  suddenly  standing  in  the  nr»> 
fied  atmosphere  of  privilege  and  exclosiv^ 
ncss  the  familiar  eoual,  oflen  the  conscioai 
superior,  of  the  haughtiest  peer  of  the  leilii. 
A  single  successful  speech  in  the  House  d 
Commons,  opens  before  its  uttnrer  the  tu- 
ning doors  01  fashion  and  greatness,  asifVy 
magic.  It  is,  as  it  were,  power  8tM)piB| 
into  its  palace,  welcomed  by  gay  cnm^ 
of  eager  obsequious  expectants.  Wbt 
would  not  press  forward  to  rrasp  in  anxMMt 


however,  had  an  pyc  to  business ;  and  w\\hL\ ma^  ^Vb^«miq  the  filtering  baubles  ngbei 
Meter/ Aia/9,  €fatching  tiw  firs^welcome  8\g-\ afiet ^v^  ^QbA  p««x^ ^\A  ^1;^  i&icst^ ^NSu^ObaBSid 
■■/ moooer  than  its  gallant  rider,  sprung  «f  \^traA^ «i ciWiCfe^^VvJtv tkv|  y»x&^\(^> 
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-  Minimi  in  any  direclkm  1  But,  to  go  no 
further,  what  if  to  all  this  be  added  a  preTi- 
0U8  position  in  soeiety  t  each  as  that  ocoo- 
pied  by  Mr.  Aubrey  f  There  were  eereral 
very  fine  women,  married  and  single,  in  that 
splendid  drawinff-room ;  but  there  were  two 
girls,  in  very  different  stvles  of  beauty,  who 
were  soon  allowed  by  all  present  to  carry 
off"  the  palm  between  them — I  mean  Miss 
Aubrey  and  Lady  Caroline  Caversham,  the 
only  daughter  of  the  Marchioness  of  Red- 
borough,  ooth  of  whom  were  on  a  visit  at 
the  castle  of  some  duration.  Lady  Caroline 
and  Miss  Aubrey  were  of  about  the  same 
age,  and  dressed  almost  exactly  alike,  viz., 
in  white  satin;  only  Lady  Caroline  wore  a 
brilliant  diamond  necklace,  whereas  Kate 
had  not  a  single  omamenL 

r  Lady  Caroline  was  a  trifle  the  taller,  and 

had  a  very  stately  carriage.  Her  hair  was 
black  as  jet— her  features  were  refined  and 
delicate;  but  they  wore  a  very  cold,  haughty 
expression.  AfYer  a  ?lanoe  at  her  half-closed 
eyes,  and  the  swan-Tike  curve  of  her  snowy 
neck,  you  unconsciously  withdrew  from  her, 
as  from  an  inaccessible  beauty.  The  more 
you  looked  at  her,  the  more  she  satisfied 
your  critical  scrutiny ;  but  your  feeling 
went  not  out  towards  her — they  were,  in  a 
manner,  chilled  and  repulsed.  Look,  now, 
at  our  own  Kate  Aubrey — ^nav,  never  fear  to 

I»lace  her  beside  yon  supercilious  divinity — 
ook  at  her,  and  your  \eart  acknowledges 
her  loveliness;  your  soul  thrills  at  sight  of 
her  bewitching  blue  ejres— eyes  now  spark- 
ling with  excitement,  then  languishing  with 
softness,  in  accordance  with  the  varying 
emotions  of  a  sensitive  natur^-^-a  most  sus- 
ceptible heart.  How  her  sonny  curls  har- 
monize wiih  the  delicacy  and  richness  of 
her  ccmpWxion!  Her  ngure,  observe,  is 
ratlier  futlei  than  her  rivar8-^tay,doD*tlet 
four  eyed  ot>ale  so  intently  upon  her  bud- 
ling  fonn,  01  you  will  confuse  Kate— turn 
away,  or  she  vill  shrink  from  you  like  the 
sensitive  plant.  Lady  Caroline  seems  the 
exquisite  but  fiigid  production  of  a  skilful 
^  statuary,  who  had  caught  a  divinity  in  the 
very  act  of  disdainfully  setting  her  foot  for 
the  first  time  upon  this  poor  earth  of  oun^; 
but  Kate  is  a  living  and  breathing  beau- 
ty— as  it  were,  fresh  from  tbe  hand  of  God 
lumself. 

Kate  was  very  affectionately  meted  by 
Lady  De  la  Zouch,  a  loAy  and  dignified 
woman  of  about  fifty ;  so  sdso  by  Lord  De 
la  Zouch ;  but  when  young  Delamere  wel- 
comed her  with  a  palpable  embarrassment 
of  manner,  a  more  brilliant  colour  stole  into 

•  her  cheek,  and  a  keen  observer  might  have, 
noticed  a  little,  rapid,  undulating  motion  in 

'  net  biisoni,  whu^  told  ofBomeinw^  emo- 
tion^   iad  a  kenm  obaerrerhad  Kate  «t  that 
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moment  in  her  besntiibl  riral ;  fnm  vhoiis 
cheek,  as  that  of  Kate  deepened  in  its  roi»> 
ate  bloom,  faded  away  the  colour  entirely, 
leaving  it  the  hue  o€  tKe  lily.  Her  dn>opiii|^ 
eyelids  coold  scarcely  conceal  the  glaness 
of  alarm  and  slijrer  which  she  daHed  at  hsr 
plainly  snccessml  rival  in  the  affections  of 
the  future  Lord  de  la  Zonch.  Kate  was 
quickly  aware  of  this  state  of  matters }  sad 
it  required  no  littie  self-control  to«ppearii#- 
aware  of  it.  Delamere  took  her  down  to 
dinner ;  in  doing  which  he  defied  the  laws 
of  etiquette  in  a  little  point  of  preoedenoe^; 
and  he  seated  himself  beside  her,  and  paid 
her  such  pointed  attentions  as  at  lengtk 
really  distressed  her;  and  she  was  quite  rs- 
lifved  when  the  time  came  for  the  ladies  to 
withdraw.  That  she  had  not  a  secret  yean- 
ing towards  Delamere,  the  frequent  eom- 
panion  of  her  early  days,  I  cannot  assert; 
because  I  know  it  woula  be  contrary  to  tlis 
fact.  Circumstances  had  kept  him  on  tfa0 
Continent  for  more  than  a  yeii  between  the 
period  of  his  quitting  Eton  and  going  to  0>- 
totdy  where  another  twelve  month  had  slip- 
py away  without  his  viriting  Yorkshim; 
thus  two  years  had  elapsed— and  bdioM 
Kate  had  l>ecome  a  woman,  and  he  a  BUta! 

They  had  mutoal  predispositions  tovrards 
each  other,  and  *twas  mere  accident  which 
of  them  first  manifested  83nnptoms  of  fond- 
ness for  the  other — the  same  result  mnst 
have  followed,  namely  (touseajmatword) 
reciprocation.  Lord  and  Lady  De  la  Zotioh 
idolized  their  son,  and  were  old  and  very 
firm  friends  of  the  Aubrey  family ;  and,  if 
Delamere  really  formed  an  attachment  tr 
one  of  Miss  Aubrey*s  beauty,  accomplish- 
ments, talent,  amiability,  and  good  fami- 
ly— why  should  he  not  be  gratified  t  Kats» 
whether  she  would  or  not»  was  set  down  10 
the  piano,  Lady  Caroline  accompanying 
her  on  the  harp— on  which  she  usually  per- 
formed with  mingled  skill  smd  moe;  but, 
on  the  present  occasion,  both  the  fahr  pet- 
formere  found  fault  with  their  instrumenta— 
then  with  themselves — and  presently  gav« 
up  the  attempt  in  despair.  But  when,  at  a 
later  period  of  the  evening,  Kate's  spirits 
had  been  a  little  exhilarated  with  daneinf  , 
and  she  sat  down,  at  Lord  de  la  Zoiieh*sia- 
quest,  and  gave  that  exquisite  sonff  from  te 
7>mpes/— •*  Where  the  bee  sucks,''— all  the 
witcnery  of  her  iroice  and  manner  had  re- 
turned ;  and  as  for  Delamere, .  he  wooM 
have  given  ^a  worid  to  marry  her  that 
minute,  and  so  for  ever  extinguish  the  hopes 
oft— as  he  imagined— two  or  th^  nssoeat 
competitors  for  the  beautiful  priae  th^ 
present. 

That  Kata  ^waa  «kA  %a\wwxi'6Sx^^'^B^\^ 
lowing  ViU^ft  WJiSaKl  ^VvAi  ^«Wf^^ 
hat  on  tbo  mmm%  fw«^»%^  ^«^^ 
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rTteie  WM  a  girl  in  the  Tillage  at  Yatton, 

about  sixteen  or  aeventeen  years  old,  called 

.Phflsbe  Williams  r  a  very  pretty  girl,  and 

who  had  soent  aboat  two  years  at  the  Hall 

.as  a  laundry  maid,  htx  had  been  obliged, 

#onie  few  months  before  iie  time  I  am 

speaking  of,  to  return  to  her  parents  in  the 

▼illage,  ill  of  a  decline.    She  had  been  a 

sweet-tempered  girl  in  her  situation,  and  all 

her  fellow-senrants  felt  great  interest  in  her, 

as  dso  did  Miss  Aubrey.    Mrs.  Aubrey 

>asnt  her  daily,  jellies,  sago,  and  other  such 

matters,  suitable  for  the  poor  girl's  condi- 

lioii;  and  about  a  quarter  of  aa  hour  afler 

her  return  from  Fotheringham,  Miss  Au- 
brey, finding  one  of  the  female  servants 

•^out  to  set  off  with  some  of  the  aboTe-m^n- 

tioned  articies,  and  hearing  tnat  poor  Phcebe 

was  getting  rapidly  worse,  instead  of  re- 
tiring to  her  room  to  undress,  slipped  on  an 

additional  shawl,  and  resolved  to  accom- 
pany the  servant  to  the  village.    She  said 

4iot  a  word  to  either  her  mother,  her  sister- 

in4aw,  or  her  brother ;  but  simply  left  word 

with  her  maid  where  she  was  goiofTt  &nd 

that  she  should  ouiekly  return.     It  was 

taowing  smartly  wnen  luite  set  off;  but  she 

soared  not,  hurried  on  by  the  impulse  of  kind- 
ness, which  led  her  to  pay  perhaps  a  last 

visit  to  the  humble  sufferer.    She  walked 

ahmg-side  of  the  elderly  female  servant, 

asking  her  a  number  of  questions  about 

PhoBbe,   and    her    sorrowing    father   and 

mother.    It  was  nearly  dark  as  they  quitted 

the  park  gates,  and  snowing,  if  any  thinsr, 

fester  than  when  they  had  left  the  Hall. 

Kate,  wrapping  her  shawl  still  closer  round 

her  slender  ngure,and  her  face  pretty  well  pro- 
tected by  her  veil,  hurried  on,  and  they  soon 

reached  Williams's  cottage.    Its  humble 

tenants  were,  as  may  be  imagined,  not  a  lit- 
tle surprised  at  her  appearance  at  such  an 

hour,  and  in  such  inclement  weather,  and  so 

apparently  unattended.    Poor  Phebe,  worn 

to  a  shadow,  was  sitting  opposite  the  fire, 

in  a  little  wooden  arm-chair,  and  propped 

up  by  a  pillow .    She  trembled ,  and  her  lips 

moved  on  seeing  Miss  Aubrey,  who.  Bitting 

down  on' a  stool  beside  her,  after  laying 

aside  her  snow-whitened  shawl  and  bonnet, 

spoke  to  her  in  the  most  senile  and  sooth- 
ing strain  imaginable.    What  a  contrast  in 

•  thmr  two  figures !    *Twould  have  been  no 

violent  stretch  of  imagination  to  sav,  that 

Gathaiino  Aubrey  at  that  moment  looked 

like  a  ministering  angel  sent  to  comfort  the 

wretched  sufferer  in  her  ^tremity.  Phcebe's 

Cither  and  mother;rtood  on  each  side  of  the 

•little  fira-pbce,  ^uing  vwith  t«uful  eyes 

apoo  their  only  child,  soon  about  to  depart 

mm  tbem  for  ever.    The  poor  gir\  was  \n- 
'  deed  a  toacbing  o^'eet.    She  had  been  very  UrNva^  Xo  i^ftii  a.  \i\c^«  VfA  X^doMld  m 
l^>MCf«  krt  Jiow  lier  fi^e  was  white  And  wo- \w^  v>Yi«M  )^ 


fully  emaciated-Mtbe  dread  impress  of  sgs 
sumption  was  upon  iu  Her  wasted  fiasp 
were  clasped  together  on  her  lap,  holdua 
between  them  a  little  handkerchief,  witf 
which,  evidently  with  great  effort,  sheoeei- 
sionally  wiped  the  dampness  from  her  faee. 

"  You're  very  good,  ma'am,"  she  whii- 
pered,  '*  to  come  to  see  me,  and  so  late. 
They  say  it's  a  sad  cold  night." 

"I  heard,  Phoebe,  that  you  were  nat» 
well,  and  I  thought  I  would  just  step  aloof 
with  Margaret,  who  has  brought  you  sook 
more  jelly.    Did  you  like  the  last  V* 

'^  Y-e-6,  ma'am,*'  she  replied,  hesitation 
ly ;  **  but  it's  very  hard  for  me  to  swallov 
any  thing  now,  my  throat  feels  so  sore." 
Here  her  mother  shook  her  head  and  looked 
aside;  for  the  doctor  had  only  that  monuBf 
explained  toher  the  nature  of  the  distreaao; 
symptom  which  her  daughter  viras  alludiof 
to — as  evidencing  the  very  last  stage  of  ha 
fatal  disorder. 

"  I'm  very  sorry  to  hear  you  say  so,  Phce- 
be," replied  Miss  Aubrey.  *'  Do  you  think 
there's  any  thing  else  that  Mrs.  Jackioi 
could  make  for  you." 

*'  No,  ma'am,  thank  you ;  1  fed  it's  m 
use  trying  to  swallow  any  thing  more." 

''While  there's  life,"  said  Kate,  in  a 
subdued,  hesitating  tone, '« there's  hope- 
they  say."  Phoebe  shook  her  head  moom- 
fully.    "Don't  stop  long,  dear  lady— it's 

fetUng'  very  late  for  you  to  be  out  akoe. 
ather  will  go ^" 

"  Never  mind  me,  Phoebe — ^I  can  tab 
care  of  myself.  I  hope  you  mind  what  good 
Dr.  Tatham  says  to  you  ?  You  know  this 
sickness  is  from  God,  Phoebe.  He  koows 
what  is  best  for  his  creatures/' 

"Thank  God,  ma'am,  1  feel  resigned. 
I  know  it  is  God's  will ;  but  I'm  very  sorry 
for  poor  father  and  mother — ^they'll  be  » 
lone  like,  when  they  don't  see  Phoebe  abooL 
Her  father  gazed  intently  at  her,  and  the 
tears  ran  trickling  down  his  cheeks;  b^ 
mother  put  her  apron  before  her  face,  and 
shook  her  head  in  silent  anguigh.  Mi« 
Aubrey  did  not  speak  for  a  few  moments. 
"  I  see  you  have  been  reading  the  Prajcf- 
book  mamma  gave  you  when  yon  were  at 
the  Hall,"  said  she  at  length,  observing  the 
litde  volume  lying  open  on  Phoebe's  lap. 

"  Yes,  ma'am — I  was  trying  f  but  some 
how,  lately,  I  can't  read,  (or  ^re's  a  jpjoi 
of  mist  comes  over  my  eyes,  and  I  caoH 
see." 

"That's  weakness,  Phoebe,"  said  Bli« 
Aubrey,  quickly,  but  tremulously. 

"  IMtay  I  make  bold,  ma^am,"  comrosDeed 
Phoebe,  languidly,  after  a  hesitating  paatti 

U>  aaV  >|Qu  \n  T^ad  the  little  psalm  I 
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**m  try,  Phebe,"  said  Miss  Aabrey, 
iking  Uie  book  which  was  open  at  the  sixth 
jsalm.  *Twas  a  severe  trial,  for  her  feel- 
Bgs  wore  not  a  little  excited  already.  But 
tow  ooold  she  refose  the  dying  nn  T  So 
he  began,  a  little  indistinctly,  ui  a  very 
dw  tone,  and  with  frequent  pauses ;  for  the 
Bars  erery  now  and  then  quite  obscured  her 
ight.  She  managed,  however,  to  get  as 
•r  as  the  sixth  verse,  which  was  thus : — 

**/  am  weary  tf  my  groaning  t  entry 
d^  UMuh  I  my  bedy  and  waUr  my  eofi^ 
nih  team  my  beauty  i$  gone  for  very 
rouble^ 

Here  Kate's  voice  suddenly  stopped, 
ilie  buried  her  fkee  for  a  moment  or  two  in 
sr  handkerchief,  and  said  hastily,  **  I  can*t 
sad  any  more,  Phoebe !"  Every  one  in  the 
ittle  room  was  in  teare  except  poor  Phoebe, 
rho  seemed  past  that 

^*It*s  time  for  me  to  go,  now,  Phcebe. 
ITell  send  some  one  eariy  in  the  morning 
)  know  how  you  asB***  said  Miss  Aubrey, 
ising  and  patting  on  her  bonnet  and  shawl, 
he  contrived  to  beckon  Phoebe's  mother  to 
le  back  of  the  room,  and  silently  slipped  a 
miple  of  gruineas  into  her  hands ;  for  she 
new  the  mournful  occasion  there  would  soon 
e  for  such  assistance!  She  then  left,  pe- 
imptorily  declining  the  attendance  of  Phoe- 
s's  father—- sayinsr  that  it  mtui  be  dark  when 
be  could  not  find  me  way  to  the  Hall,  which 
ras  almost  in  a  straight  line  from  the  pot- 

rand  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
It  was  much  darker,  and  still  snowed, 
lough  not  so  thickly  as  when  she  had  come, 
he  and  Margaret  walked  side  by  side,  at 
quick  pace,  talking  together  about  poor 
hoebe.  Just  as  she  was  approaching  the 
ctremity  of  the  village,  nearest  the  park — 
"Ah!  My  lovely  gals!'*  exclaimed  a 
Dice,  in  a  low  but  most  offensive  ton&— 
alone  ?  How  uncommon."  Miss  Aubrey 
>r  a  moment  seemed  thunderstruck  at  so 
idden  and  unprecedented  an  occurrence: 
len  she  hurried  on,  with  a  beating  heart, 
hispering  to  Margaret  to  keep  close  to  her, 
(id  not  to  be  alarmed.  The  speaker,  how- 
rer,  kept  pace  with  them. 
**  Lovely  gals!-— wish' I'd  an  umbrella, 
y  angels! — take  my  arm  1  Ah!  Pretty 
ils!*^ 

"  Who  are  you,  sir !"  at  length  exclaimed 
late,  spiritedly,  suddenly  stopping  and 
raiog  to  the  rude  speaker. 
Who  else  should  it  be  but  Tittlebat  Tit* 
looae.  "Who  am  n  Ah,  ha!  Lovely 
lis !  one  that  loves  the  pretty  gals !" 
"Do  you  know,  fellow,  who  I  ami"  in- 
ured Miss  Aubrey  indignantly,  flinging 
nde  her  veil,  and  disclosing  her  beautiful 
ee,  frhhe.MS  death,  bat  indistfoetly  risible 
ibsdmiaem,  trr  her  ipaolmt  tjaiiliipt. 


"  No,  'pon  my  soul,  ho ;  but^ovefy  gal  ^ 
lovely  gal! — 'pon  my  life,  spirited  gai! — 
do  you  no  harm ! — Take  my  hann— ** 

"Wretch! — ruffian! — ^how  dare  you  in 
suit  a  lady  in  this  manner?    Do  vou  know 
who  I  am  t    My  name,  sir,  is  Aubrey—I 
am  Miss  Aubrey  of  the  Hall!    Do  not 
think— ♦• 

Titmouse  felt  as  if  he  were  on  the  point 
of  dropping  down  dead  at  that  moment,  witii 
amazement  and  terror;  and  when  Miss  Au- 
brey's servant  screamed  out  at  the  top  of 
her  voice, "  Help !— help,  there !"  Titmouse, 
without  uttering  a  syllable  more,  took  to  his 
heels,  just  as  the  door  of  a  cottage,  at  only 
a  few  yards'  distance,  opened,  and  oat 
rushed  a  strapping  &rmer,  shouting—^*  Hey! 
what  be  t'matterl  You  may  guess  his  as- 
tonishment on  discovering  Miss  Aubrey, 
and  his  fury  at  learning  we  cause  of  her 
alarm.  Out  of  doora  he  pelted,  without  his 
hat,  uttering  a  volley  of  fearful  imprecations, 
and  calling  on  the  unseen  miscreant  to  come 
forward ;  tor  whom  it  was  lucky  that  he  had 
time  to  escape  from  a  pair  of  nets  tiiat  in  a 
minute  or  two  would  nave  beaten  his  little 
carcass  into  a  jelly !  Miss  Aubrey  was  so 
overcome  by  the  shock  she  had  suffered^ 
that  but  for  a  glass  of  tTater  she  might  have 
fainted.  As  soon  as  she  had  a  liSle  reco- 
vered from  her  agitation,  she  set  off  home, 
accompanied  by  Margaret,  and  followed 
very  closely  by  the  farmer,  with  a  tremen- 
dous knotted  stick  under  his  arm— ^he 
wanted  to  have  taken  his  double-bsrrelled  ■ 
gun) — and  thus  she  soon  reached  the  Hall, 
not  a  little  tired  and  affitated.  This  little 
incident,  however,  she  Kept  to  herself,  and 
enjoined  her  two  attendants  to  do  the  same ; 
for  she  knew  the  distress  it  would  have 
occasioned  those  whom  she  loved.  As  it 
was,  she  was  somewhat  sharply  rebuked 
by  her  mother  and  brother,  wno  had  just 
sent  two  men  out  in  quest  of  her,  and  whom 
it  was  singular  that  she  should  have  missed. 
This  is  not  the  place  to  give  an  acctmnt  of 
the  eccentric  movements  of  our  friend  Tlv 
mouse;  still  there  can  be  no  harm  in  my 
ittst  mentioning  that  the  sight  of  Miss  An- 
brey  on  horseback  bad  half  maddened  the 
little  fool ;  her  image  had  never  been  eflaeed 
from  his  memory  since  the  occasion  on 
which,  as  already  explained,  he  had  first 
seen  her ;  and  as  soon  as  he  had  ascertained, 
through  Snap's  inquiries,  who  she  was,  hs  * 
became  more  phrenzied  in  the  matter  tluui 
before,  because  he  thought  he  now  saw  a 
probability  of  obtaining  her.  "  If  like  diil- 
dren,"  says  Edmund  Burke,  "we  will  ety 
for  itte  moon,  why  like  children  we  mast- 
ery on.*'  W\w^ih«ti3w»Ni^i»x%iww«^^ 
like  the  poa\ti(m  oi  mt.T«^fteaX'V\\nis««jK 
in  \iStib  fSMi<m€oKOs.-tmAsaK&  li»i«i« 


118 


TBN  THOUSAND  A  TIAB. 


Mder  i«n  Jiidge.  He  liad  nnboaoihed  hhn-^ 
•elf  in  the  matter  to  his  confidential  adviaer 
Mr.  Snap,  who,*  harin^  accomplished  his 
enandt  had  the  day  before  returned  to  town, 
much  against  his  will,  leavinff  Titmouse  be- 
Mnd  him,  to  bring  about,  by  hu  own  delicate 
and  skilful  management,  a  unidn  between 
himself,  as  the  future  Iiord  of  Yatton,  and 
the  beautiful  sister  of  its  preisent  occupant. 

Mr.  Aubrey  and  Kate  were  sitting  to- 
l^ether,  playing  at  chess,  about  eight  o*olock 
m  the  eveninff ;  Dr.  Tatham  and  Mrs.  Au- 
brey, junior,  looking  on  with  much  interest; 
,old  Mrs.  Aubrev  being  busily  engaged  in 
writing.  Mr.  Aubrey  was  sadly  an  oTer- 
match  for  poor  Kate---hebeinginfactafirst- 
f«te  player;  and  her  soft  white  hand  had 
been  hovering  over  the  half-dozen  ehess- 
men  sh^  had  left,  uncertain  which  of  them 
to  more^for  nearly  two  minutes,  her  chin 
resting  on  the  omer  hand,  and  her  face 
wearing  a  Tery  puzzled  expression.  **Come, 
Kate,*^  said  erery  now  ana  then  her  brother, 
with  that  calm  victorious  smile  which  at 
■nch  a  moment  would  haTe  tried  any  but  so 
sweet  a  temper  as  his  sister's.  «*  If  /were 
you.  Miss  Aubrey,**  was  perpetually  ex- 
claiming  Dr.  Ta&iam,  knowing  as  much 
about  the  game  the  while  as  the  little  Marl- 
borough spaniel  Wing  asleep  at  Miss  Au- 
brey's feet.  ««0h  dear!**  said  Kate  at 
length,  with  a  sigh,**  I  really  don*t  see  how 
to  escape.** 

**Who  can  that  be?**  exclaimed  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  looking  up  and  listening  lo  the 
sound  of  carriage  wheels. 

**  Never  mind,**  said  her  husband,  who 
was  interested  in  the  game— **coitoe,  come, 
Kate.**  A  few  minutes  afterward  a  servant 
nade  his  appearance,  and  coming  up  to  Mr. 
Aubrey^  told  him  that  Mr.  Parkinson  and 
another  gentleman  had  called  and  were 
wtfiting  in  the  library  to  speak  to  him  on 
Vnsiness. 

**  What  can  ther  want  at  this  hoar  T**  ex- 
claimed Mr.  Aubrey,  absently,  intently 
watching  an  expected  more  of  his  8i8ter*s, 
which  would  hare  decided  the  game.  At 
length  she  made  her  long  meditated  descent, 
in  quite  an  unexpected  quarter. 

**  Check-mate !  **  she  exclaimed,  with  in- 
finite glee. 

*«Ah!**  eried  he,  rising,  with  a  slightly 
•nrprised  and  chagrined  air,  ^^Pm  ruined ! 
Kow  try  your  hand  on  the  doctor,  while  I 
go  and  speak  to  these  people.  I  wonder 
what  can  possibly  hav«  brought  tiiem  here. 
Oh,  I  see— I  see;  *tis  probably  about  Miss 
Srelyn's  marriage-eettlement— Pm  to  be 
«o9  of  her  tni8tee§.^    With  thta  he  left  the 


great  cotot  It  vhw  Mr.RuimingtaA;  a  td, 
Uiin,  elderly  man,  with  short  gray  haii^ 
his  countenance  bespeaking  the  calm,  aeim^ 
cle*ir-headed  man  of  business.  The  olhef 
was  Mr.  Parkinson;  a  plain,  substantiil- 
looking,  hard-headed,  country  attorney. 

**Mr.  Runnington,  my  London  an^ 
sir,**  said  he  to  Mr.  Aubrey,  as  tibe  Uom 
entered.    Mr.  Aubrey  bowed. 

**  Pray,  gentlemen,  be  seated,**  he  repliei, 
taking  a  chair  beside  them.  ^  Why,  Pl^ 
kinson,  you  look  very  serious— both  of  joo. 
What  is  the  matter  1**  he  inquired  surprim- 

^  Mr.  Runnington,  sir,  has  arriTed,  mart 
unexpectedly  to  me,  only  an  hour  or  tvi 
ago  from  London,  on  business  of  the  ]mI 
importance  to  you.** 

^<  Well,  what  is  itt  Pray  say  at  obbi 
what  it  is — ^I  am  all  attention,**  said  Ml 
Aubrey,  anxiously. 

"  Do  you  happenr  to  remenaber  senfinf 
Waters  to  me  on  Monday  or  Toeiday  laM, 
with  a  paper  which  had  been  served  bf 
some  one  on  M  Jolter  ?** , 

**  Certainly,**  replied  Mr.  Anbvey,  ate 
a  moment's  consideration. 

**  Mr.  Runiiington*8  errand  is  eonneelid 
with  that  document.** 

«*  Indeed  !**  exclaimed  Mr.  Aubrey,  i^ 
parently  a  little  relieved.  **  I  assure  yos, 
gentlemen,  you  very  greatly  over-estiinili 
ttie  importance  I  attach  to  any  thing  tbi 
sudi  a  troublesome  person  as  Mr.  Tomkitf 
can  do,  if  I  am  right  in  supposinff  that  itii 
he  who——-  Well,  then,  what  m  the  msl» 
ter  r*  he  inquired  quickly,  observing  Ul 
Parkinson  shake  his  head,  and  intercna]^ 
a  grave  look  with  Mr.  Runninffton ;  **yoB 
eannot  think  how  you  would  ^lig^  me  bf 
being  explicit.** 

*«This  paper,**  said  Mr.  Ranmngtoa, 
holding  up  that  which  Mr.  Aubrey  at  aux 
recdlc^tea  as  the  one  on  which  he  had  oil 
his  eye  on  its  being  handed  to  him  by  Wt* 
ters,  **  is  a  Declaratioa  in  I^ectmeat  wilk 
which  Mr.  Tomkins  has  nothing  whatem 
to  do.  It  is  served  virtaally  on  ysii,  td 
you  are  the  real  defendant.** 

^'So  I  apprehend  I  was  ia  tiie  fonaer 
trumpery  action.**  • 

"Do  YOU  recollect,  Mr.  Aubrey,**  nii 
Mr.  Parkinson,  witii  much  anxiety,  ^  mv»- 
ral  years  ago,  some  serious  sonversiiiot 
which  you  and  I  had  together,  wheni  vsl 
preparing  your  marriage-settlements  t** 

Mr.  Aubrey*8  &ce  was  suddenly  bbaek* 
ed. 
"The  matters  we  then  discussed  hiw 


suddenly  acquired  immense  importanee.^ 
n»m,  and  piesentljr  entered  the  \]bTaTy>\TViia  ^^^  QftswBuscA^Q&^KSQL-yMLr  aeoGsii. 
^'^hmo  were  two  g«naemen,ene  of  whom,a\li)he  ^eeomX  vkkl^^"^    '^x^  K3j^i»\  taii»  V 
■*^ mu  m  the  ael  w  pnlting  iff  \n»\i»a«i  AwoSl,  v«*»%«i'^&i*^^^^ ^ 
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-foteiiiitj.  **  Sapposlng^  fromaSsisty  gUnee 
at  it,  and  from  tns  m^-saage  aocninpanving 
it,  that  it  was  merely  another  action  of  Tom- 
kii^*  about  the  slip  of  waste  land  attached 
|o  Jo«ter*8  cottage,  I  sent  up  to  London  to 
Messrs.  Runnington,  requesting  them  to 
call  on  the  plaintiff's  attorneys,  and  settle 
the  action.  He  did  so ;  and^  perhaps  you 
will  explain  the  rest,"  said  Mr.  Parkiosoo 
Id  Mr.  nunuin^n. 

**  Certainly,^  said  that  gentleman.  **  I 
called  accordingly  yesterday  morning  on 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap— ^hey 
are  a  Tery  well  known,  bat  not  yery  popu- 
lar, firm  in  tlie  profession,  and  in  a  very  tew 
ininutes  my  misconception  of  the  nature  of 
fhe  business  I  had  called  to  settle  was  set 
fight.  In  short,**  he  paused  as  if  distressed 
aU  the  intjlligence  he  was  about  to  commu- 
nicate. 

*'  Oh,  pray,  pray  go  on,  sir,**  said  Mr. 
Aubrey,  in  a  low  tone^. 

**  I  am  no  stranger'  sir,  to  your  firmness 
of  character ;  but  I  shall  have  to  tax  it,  I 
fisar,  to  its  uttermost  To  comQ  at  once  to 
the  point — they  told  me  that  I  might  un- 
doubtedly aeltie  the  matter  ifyou  would  con- 
pent  to  giire  up  immediate  possession  of  the 
Vatton  estite,  and  account  for  the  mesne 
profits  to  their  client,  the  right  heir— as 
Itiey  contend«-a  Mr.  TiUlebat  Titmouse.** 
I^r.  Aubrey  sunk  back  in  his  chair,  OTer- 
'jome,  for  an  instant,  by  this  dreadful  and 

,  astounding  intelligence:,  and  all  three  of 
them  preserved  silence  lor  more  than  a  mi- 
nutp.  Mr.  Runnington  was  a  man  of  a  very 
fbeiing  heart.  In  the  course  of  his  great 
practice,  ha  had  had  to  encounter  many  dis- 
tressing scenes ;  but  probably  none  of  them 
bad  equalled  that  in  which,  at  the  earnest 
entreaty  of  Mr.  Parkinson,  wKp  distrusted 
liis  own  self-possession,  he  now  bore  a  lead- 
ing pirt.  The  two  attorneys  interchanged 
freouent  looks  of  deep  sympathy  for  their 
unfortunate  client,  who  seemed  as  if  stun- 
ned by  the  intelligence  they  had  brought 
aim, 

^  I  felt  it  my  duty  not  to  lose  an  instant 
in  coming  down  to  Yatton,**  resumed  Mr. 
Runninia^t^n,  observing  Mr.  Aubrev*8  eyes 
again  directed  inquinngly  towards  him; 
**  for  Messrs.  Quirlc,  Gammon,  and  Snap, 
are  very  d^ng  tous  people  to  deal  with,  and 
must  be  encountered  promptly,  and  with  the 
greatest  possible  cauUon.  The  moment  that 
1  bad  lef>  them,  I  hastened  to  the  Temple  to 
retain  for  you  Mr.  Subtle,  the  leader  of  the 
Northern  Circuit;  but  they  had  been  before- 
hand with  me,  and  retained  him  nearly  three 
months  ago,  together  with  another  eminent 
ldng*s  counsel  on  the  circuit.  .  Under  these 
eireumstaneesy  I  lost  no  time  ia  giving  a 

tpeci'al  retaiaer  to  the  attaroejr-geuerali  in 


which  I  trust  I  batre  d-ine  right,  an^  in  ro' 
t'iining  as  junior  a  gentleman  whom  I  con^ 
aider  to  be  incomparably  the  ablest  lawyer 
on  the  circuit.** 

**  Did  they  say  any  thing  concerning  the 
nature  of  their  client's  title  V*  inquired  Mr. 
Aubrey,  in  a  languid  tone ;  but  he  was  per- 
fectly calm  and  Elected. 

^  Very  little.  If  they  had  been  newer  wo 
precise,  of  course  I  should  have  distrusted 
every  word  they  said.  They  certainly  men- 
tioned that  tihejT  had  had  the  first  convey- 
ancing opinion  in  the  kingdom,  which  con- 
curred in  favour  of  their  client ;  that  ^ey 
had  been  for  months  prepared  at  all  points, 
and  accident  only  had  delayed  their  com 
meneing  proceedings  till  ifow.** 

''Did  yon  mal^  any  inquiries  as  to 
who  the  claimant  wast**  inquired  Mr. 
Aubrey. 

«'Yes;  but  all  I  could  learn  was,  that 
they  had  discovered  him  by  mere  accident; 
andf  that  he  was  in  very  obscure  and  di»> 
tiesaed  eireumstances.  I  tried  to  discover 
by  what  means  they  proposed  to  commenee 
and  carry  on  so  expensive  a  contest;  but 
they  smiled  significantly,  and  were  silent.*' 
Another  Jong  pause  ensued,  during  which 
Mr.  Aubrey  was  evidently  silently  stnig*  ^ 
gling  with  very  agitating  emotions. 

*'  What  is  Uie  meaning  of  their  afTectkog 
to  seek  the  recovery  of  only  one  insignificant 
portion  of  the  property  I**  ne  inquired. 

*'  It*8  their  own  choice— it  may  be  from 
considerations  of  mere  convenience.  The 
title  bv  which  they  may  succeed  in  reeoverw 
ing  what  ^ey  at  present  go  for,  will  avail 
to  recover  e^tiy  acre  of  the  estate,  and  the 
present  actio|i  will  consequently  decide 
every  thing  !**  . 

*'And  supfKMe  theworet — that  they  are 
successful:  what  is  to  be  s^iid  about  the 
rental  which  I  have  been  receiving  all  this 
time— ten  thousand  a  yearV*  inquired  Mr. 
Aubrey,  looking  as  if  he  dreaded  to  hear  hia 
question  answered. 

<'  Oh !  that*8  quite  an  after  oonsideratioii—^ 
let  us  first  fiirhtthe  battle.*' 

<«  I  b^,  Mr.  Runnington,  that  yoa  wtU 
withhold  nothing  from  me,"  said  Mr.  An* 
brey,  with  a  faltering  voice.  <«To  what  ex* 
tent  shall  I  be  liablel*' 

Mr.  Runninffton  paused. 
.    *'  I  am  afraia  th  t  oi/  the  mesne  ]>rofitB,  aa 
they  are  called ,  which  yon  have  received^!-" 
commenced  Mr.  Parkinson-^         » 

''  No,  no,"  intennpted  Mr.  Runnington ; 
*'  I  have  been  turning  that  over  in  my  mind. ' 
and  I  think  that  the  statute  of  liraitationa 
will  bar  all  but  ^e  last  six  years.** 

"Why,  ikal   will  \wi  t&LX:^   ^3M9wnBB^ 
pounds  r  \T\\ftTmv\«^  ^^  X»fei«\n  ^NJ^  -^ 
look  oC  au&dMk  i^«8«:i-    ^^xw^tsR^^^v 


nt 


TEM  THOYTSARD  A  YEAS. 


tei  18  tierfecily  fHsfatfol !— fftglitftil !    If  1  j  adTenanr  to  ditplaoe  yoa,  not  by  thowiai 
kite  TaUon,  I  shall  not  hare  a  place  to  put  |  merely  that  you  hare  no  real  title,  but  tfail 


my  head  in — ^Dot  one  farthing  to  support 
myself  with !  And  yet  to  have  to  make  up 
mxty  thousand  ptmntUi^*  The  perspiration 
stood  opdh  his  forehead,  and  his  eye  was 
laden  with  alarm  and  agony.  He  slowly 
rose  from  his  chair,  and  Iniltad  the  door,  that 
tkey  might  not,  a^  such  an  agitating  mo- 
ment, be  surprised  or  disturbed  by  any  of 
the  family. 

**  I  suppose,**  said  he,  in  a  faint  and  tre- 
'  molous  tone,  "  that  if  this,  claim  suapeed, 
my  mother  also,  will  sharemy  fato.** 

They  shook  their  heads  in  silence. 

^  Permit  me  to  suggest,**  said  Mr.  Run- 
■ington,  in  a  tone  of  the  most  respectful 
sympathy,**  that  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the 
civil  thereof.** 

**  But  the  NiGBT  follows  !**  said  Mr.  Au- 
.  biey,  with  a  irisible  tremor;  and  his  voice 
made  the  hearts  of  his  companions  thrill 
within  him.  ^  Mine  is  really  a  fearful  case ! 
I  and  mine,  I  feel,  sre  become  suddenly 
beggars.  We  are  tretptuun  at  YatUm.  We 
have  been  unjustly  enjoying  the  rights  of 
others*' 

**  My  dear  Mr.  Aubrey,**  said  Mr.  Parkin- 
son, earnestly,  **  that  remains  to  be  proved. 
We  really  are  getting  on  far  too  fast.  One 
would  think  that  the  jury  hsd  already  re- 
toroed  a  verdict  against  us — ^thst  judgment 
had  been  signed — and  that  the  sheriff  was 
aoming  in  the  morning  to  execute  the  writ 
of  possession  in  favour  of  our  opponent'* 
'Hiis  wss  well  meant  by  the  speaker;  but 
iforely  it  was  like  talking  of  the  machinery 
nf  the  ghastly  guillotine  to  the  wretoh  in 
shivering  exp^tation  of  suffering  by  it  on 
the  morrowl  An  involuntary  shudder  ran 
tfaronffh  Mr.  Aubrey.  «*  Sixty  thousand 
poonds  !**  he  exclaimed,  rising  and  walking 
to  and  fro.  ^  Why,  I  am  ruined  beyond  all 
redemption!  How  can  I  ever  satisfy  itt*' 
Affain  he  paced  the  room  several  times  in 
silent  agony.  The  inward  prayer  which  he 
then  omred  up  to  God,  for  calmness  and 
fortitade,  seemed  to  have  been,  in  a  mea- 
sore,  answered :  and  he  presently  resumed 
his  seat.  *•  I  have,  for  tnese  several  days 
past,  had  a  strange  sense  of  impending  ca- 
laitiity,'*  said  he  in  an  inAnitely  more  tran- 
quil tone  than  before—**!  have  been  equally 
onable  to  account  for  or  get  rid  of  it.  It 
may  be  an  intimation  from  heaven ;  I  bow 
io  Its  wUl  r* 

MW*e  must  remembe^,**  said  Mr  Rnn- 

■iaston,  **  that  ^poneuion  is  nine4entKB  of 

Ifte  Taw  I*  which  means,  that  your  mere  pos- 

jeasion  will  entitle  you  to  retain  It  against 

off  the  world,  till  a  aUon^  title  than  youia 


he  has.  If  he  could  prove  all  toot  title-d«e4i 
to  be  merely  waste-paper — that  in  fact  yot 
have  no  more  title  than  I  have — ^he  c<^ 
not  advance  his  own  case  an  inch  ;  he  mui 
first  establish  in  himself  a  clear  and  ind^ 
pendent  title?  so  that  you  are  entirely  <m 
the  defensive :  and  rely  upork  it  that  n 
acute  and  profound  a  lawyer  as  the  att» 
ney-general  will  impose  every  difficult 
on——'* 

**6od  forbid  that  any  unconscientioai 
advantage  should  be  taken  on  my  behalff 
said  Mr.  Aubrey.  Mr.  Runnington  and 
Mr.  Parkinson  both  opened  their  eyes  prettj 
wide  at  this  sally ;  the  latter  could  not  u» 
derstand  but  that  every  thing  was  fair  ii 
war;  the  former  saw  and  appreciated  dM 
nobility  of  soul  which  had  dictated  the  ei* 
claroation. 

**I  suppose  the  affair  will  soon  beooai 
pnblic,**  said  Mr.  Aubrey,  with  an  air  of 
profound  depression. 

•*  Your  position  in  the  coontv,  your  mil- 
nence  in  public  life,  the  singulanty  of  dH 
case,  and  the  magnitude  of^  the  stakf^-sll 
are  circumstances  undoubtedly  calcalated 
soon  to  urge  the  affair  before  the  notice  of 
the  public,  *  said  Mr.  Runnington. 

**  Good  God,  who  is  to  br^ak  the  disa» 
trous  intelligence  to  my  family  !**  exclaimed 
Mr.  Aubrey,  hiding  his  face  in  his  hands 
**  Something,  I  suppose,*'  he  presently  add- 
ed, with  forced  calmness,  **  must  be  dooi 
immediately.** 

**  Undoubtedly.  Mr.  Parktnscn  and  I 
will  immediately  proceed  to  examine  yoor 
title-deeds,  the  greater  portion  of  which  are^ 
I  understand,  here  in  the  HalU  and  the  reil 
at  Mr.  Parkin8on*s;  and  prepare,  witboul 
delay,  a  case  for  the  opinion  ot  the  attorney- 
general  and  also  of  some  eminent  cos* 
veyancer.  Who,  by  the  way,**  said  Mr. 
Runnington,  addressing  Mr.  Parkinson— 
^*who  was  the  conveyancer  that  had  the 
abstracte  before  him,  on  preparing  Mr.  As 
brey's  marriage  settlement  1** 

**  Oh,  you  are  alluding  to  the  *  OpmmC  I 
mentioned  to  you  this  evening?**  inquired 
Mr.  Parkinson.  **I  have  it  at  my  houae, 
and  will  show  it  you  in  the  mominf. 
The  doubt  he  expressed  on  one  or  two  prinU 
gave  me,  I  recollect,  no  little  nneasines^^ 
as  you  may  remember,  Mr.  Aubrey.'* 

*•  I  certainly  do,**  he  replied,  with  a  prs» 
found  sigh ;  **  but  thmigh  what  ycu  said  re- 
minded me  of  something  or  another  that  I 


had  heard  when  a  mere  boy,  I  Uionght  as 

more  of  it.    I  thinit  yon  told  me  that  dis 

\gen\\«nvatv  "wVo  viiQte  the  opiiion  was  a 

the  Tight  of  poBoemnon  be  made'  o«it.\t\erro\»  ^dq^\^  xwwx^»  -^^^v^  tvosov^^^ 


Yaa  auukdon  a  mountm  ;  and  it  it  foe  ioux\  culiMa  W  V*\  «^V«iW  ^oc^tfei— ^si^.  ^yub^w^' 
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m  enother,  the  thing  never  gave  me  any  eon- 
Bern-— never  even  oeciirred  to  my  thoughtB^ 
lOl  tcMiay." 

**  Yon,  see«  if  <nAj  one  link,  or  part  of  a 
link,  in  a  chain,  is  infirm,'*  eaid  Mr.  Ron- 
nin^n — *•  however  remote—*' 

*«  You  vrill  take  a  little  refieehmeat,  fen- 
demen,  after  your  joamey  V*  said  Mr.  Axh 
krey,  snddenly  interriiptine  hin^— glad  of 
the  opportunity  it  would  afford  him  of  revi- 
nng  his  own  exhausted  spirits  by  a  little 
^ine,  before  returning  to  the  diawing- 
'om.    He  swallowed  several  glasses  of 

vie  without  any  sensible  effect;  aiid  the 
aarers  of  the  dreadful  intelligence  Jnstcom- 
nnnieated  to  the  reader,  after  a  promise  by 
Mr.  Aubrey  to  drive  over  to  Grilston  early 
in  the  morning,  and  bring  such  of  his  ti<le- 
ieeds  as  were  then  at  the  Hall,  took  their 
departure;  leavin?  him  eonsiderabl^  calm- 
aVf  but  with  a  fearful  oppression  at  his  heart. 
Long  accustomed  to  control  his  feelings,  he 
pxeitod  himself  to  the  utmost  on  the  present 
occasion — and  ahnoet  entirely  succeeded. 
His  face,  however,  on  re-entenng  the  drew- 
in^^room,  which  his  mother,  attended  by 
Kate,  had  quitted  for  \\ei  bedroom,  some- 
what alarmed  Mrs.  Aubrey;  whom,  how- 
ever, he  at  once  quieted,  by  saying  that  he 
certainly  had  been  annoyed — **  excessively 
annoyed"  at  a  communication  just  made  to 
him;  **and  which  mights— in  met — prevent 
his  sitting  again  for  Yatton."  •'There, 
doctor,  am  I  not  right  1"  said  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
appealing  to  Dr.  Tatham— **  did  I  not  tell 
you  that  this  was  something  connected  with 
politics  1  Charles,  I  do  A<^e  politics— give 
tHe  a  quiet  home  !**  A  pang  shot  tiirouffh 
Mr.  Aubrey *s  heart ;  but  he  felt  that  he 
had,  for  the  present,  succeeded  in  his  ob- 
ject 

Mr.  Aubrey's  distracted  mind  was  in- 
deed, as  it  were,  buffeted  about  that  night 
on  a  dark  sea  of  trouble ;  while  the  beloved 
being  beside  him  lay  sleeping  peacefully, 
ill  unconscious  of  the  rising  storm.  Many 
times,  durittff  Uiat  dismal  night,  would  he 
liave  risen  ^om  his  bed  to  seek  a  momen- 
tary relief,  by  walking' to  and  fro,  but  that 
fie  feared  disturbing  her,  and  disclosing  the 
Txtent  and  depth  of  his  distress.  It  was 
nearly  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  he 
It  length  sunk  into  sleep;  and  of  one  thing 
I  can  assure  the  reader,  that  however  tliat 
gxcetlent  man  might  have  shrunk-^nd 
ihrink  he  did — from  the  sufferings  that 
leemed  in  store  for  him,  and  those  who 
irem  far  dearer  to  him  than  life  itself,  he 
lid  not  give  way  to  one  repining  or  rebel- 
lious thought.  On  thes contrary,  his  real 
^me  of  mind,  on  that  trying  occasion,  may 
Hi  discovered  in  one  short  prayer,  which  he 
nnrtf  than  oooe  wtu  on  the  point  offiTprBM 


ing  alond  in  wofia— ^  Oh  niy  God !  in  myi 
prosperity  I  have  ever  acknowledged  thee;^ 
forsake  me  not  in  my  adversity !''  1 

At  an  early  hoar  in  the  morning  Ms  ctam 
riaffe  drew  up  at  Mr.  Parkinson's  door;* 
and  he  brougnt  with  him,  as  he  liad  pr^*^ 
mised,  a  great  munber  of  title  deeds  and  fiiH 
mily  docoments.  On  these,  as  well  at  en^ 
many  othere  which  were  in  Mr.  ParkinaonV 
custody,  that  gentleman  and  Mr.  Rnnninf^ 
ton  were  anxiously  engaged  during  almost 
every  minute  of  that  day  aiid  the  ensning^^ 
one ;  at  the  close  of  which,  they  bad,  hi>t 
tween  them,  drawn  up  the  rough  drafi  of  w 
case,  with  which  Mr.  Ronnington  set  off 
for  town  by  the  mail ;  undertaking  to  layp 
it,  within  twenty-four  hours,  before  the  at- 
torney-general, and  also  before  one,of  thsf 
greatest  ooaveyancere  of  the  day;  eom*^ 
mended  to  their  best  and  earliest  attentioi* . 
by  very  liberal  fees  and  extra  grataitics  ta 
their  clerks.  He  pledged  himself  to  trsnt* 
mit  their  opinions,  by  Uie  very  firat  mail,  to 
Mr.  Parkinson ;  and  both  those  gentlemen 
immediately  set  about  active  preparations 
for  defending  the  ejectmenL  The  **  eminent 
conveyancer"  fixed  upon  by  Messn.  Run-* 
nington  and  Parkinson,  was  Mr.  Tremyle«! 
whose  clerk,  however,  on  looking  into  the  p«-^ 
pen,  presently  carried  them  back  to  Messrs. 
Ronmngton,  with  the  information  that 
Mr.  TrMayle  had,  a  few  months  ago,  ^ad^ 
vised  on  the  other  side.'*  The  next  penoa 
whom  Mr.  Runnington  thought  of,  was— < 
singularly  enough--^r.  Mortmain,  wM 
was  occasionally  employed,  in  heavy  mat^ 
tere,  by  the  firm.  His  elerk  also,  09 
the  ensuing  morning,  returned  the  papers, 
assigning  the  same  reason  as  had  beeii 
given  by  Mr.  Tresayle's  clerk.  All  this 
tormed  a  startling  corroboration,  truly,  of 
Messra.  Quirk  and  Gammon's  assorane* 
to  Mr.  Runnington,  that  they  had  ^  had  tht 
firat  conveyancing  opinions  in  the  kinff* 
dom,"  and  evidenced  the  formidable  scili» 
on  which  their  operations  were  being  oq». 
ducted.  There  were,  however,  other  **enrf» 
nent  conve3rancera^  besides  the  two  abov« 
mentioned ;  and  in  the  hands  of  Mn  MsMh 
field,  who,  with  a  less  extended  reputatien^ 
but  an  equal  practice,  was  a  far  abler  raaii| 
and  a  much  higher  style  of  convevancer 
than  Mr.  Mortmain,  Mr.  RunningtonJef^hk 
client's  intereste  with  the  utmost  conftdenea' 
Not  satisfied  with  this,  he  laid  th# case  alas 
before  Mr.  Crystal,  the  junior,  whom  ht 
had  already  retained  in  the  canse— «  man 
whose  lucid  understanding  was  not  111  i»» 
dicated  by  his  name.  Though  bis  mannsr 
in  eourt  was  feeble  end  unimpressive,  and 
his  appearance  ev«aii  c;ViV!ld\«>^\  Vl\%  >Mefi^|«i 
irritable,  and  Yiia  d«in«aTio^  TAS«?c^n<Q9^ 


TJMl  Tfl*0U8AK^D  A  TBAR. 


lioB  IB  ab  *hiipoiCtBt  caHve.  Hd  Iumbw^ 
mbibly,  liltle  else  than  law;  but  to  that 
ke  bad-  for  soma  twantj  yean  applied  him- 
aelf  Mrith  unwearying  eneigy ;  and  he  con- 
aei{iiently  became  a  ready,  aecaiate,  and 
thorough  law? er,  equal  to  all  the  practical 
•xigencies  of  hia  profeasion.  He  brought 
hialuiowledge  to  bear  on  every  point  pre- 
iBBted  to  him  with  beautiful  pieciaion.  He 
waa  equally  tr^ick  and  eautiona— artful  to  a 
dagiee  but  1  shall  have  other  opportuni- 
tiea  of  describing  him;  aince  on  bmi,  aa  on 
averr  working  Junior,  will  devolve  the  real 
aoiiouct  of  the  dlefendant^s  caae  in  tfie  memo- 
rable action  of  i>9e  onthedemiu  of  TUmouu 

Aa  Mr.  Aubrey  Mras  driving  home  from 
tke  viak  to  Mr.  Parkinson  which  I  have 
above  mentioned,  be  stopped  bis  carriage  on 
enteiing  the  village,  because  he  saw  I>r. 
Tatham  coming  out  of  Williams*8  cottage, 
where  be  had  iieen  paying  a  visit  to  poor 
Phflsbe. 

i  The  litde  doctor  was  plunthering  on,  an- 
kle-deep in  snow,  towards  the  vicarage, 
when  Mr.  Aubrey  (who  had  aent  home  his 
carriage  with  word  that  be  should  presently 
^iow)  came  up  with  him,  and  greeting 
bim  with  his  usual  fervour,  said  that  he 
would  accompany  him  to  the  vicarage. 
.  **  You  are  m  very  great  trouble,  my  dear 
fdend,"  said  the  doctor,  seriously — ^'  I  saw 
it  plainly  last  night;  but  of  course  I  said 
notning.  Come  into  my  little  bouse  her^— 
let  us  talk  freely  with  one  another ;  for,  a» 
wtrntkarftnelkiron^io  dolh  the  eourUenanu 
^fa  man  Ms/riend.    Is  it  not  so  V 

**  It  is  indeed,  my  dear  doctor,*^  replied 
Mr.  Aubney,  suddenly  softened  by  tlie  af- 
fectionate simplicity  of  the  dootor*s  mani^. 
How  much  the  ^[ood  doctor  was  shocked  by 
the  communication  which  Mr.  Aubrey  pre- 
•ently  made  to  him,  the  reader  may  easilv 
biMgine.  He  even  shed  teara,  on  behold- 
ing  the  foreed  calmness  with  which  Mr. 
Aubrey  depicted  the  gloomy-  prospect  that 
was  faiefore  him.  ^was  not  in  vain  that 
tfie  pious  pastor  led  the  subdued  and  willing 
mind  of  nis  beloved  companion  to  those 
tomces  of  consolation  and  support  which  a 
tooe  Christain  cannot  approach  in  vain. 
Upon  his  bruised  and  bleeding  feelings 
was  poured  the  balm  of  true  reliorious  con- 
solation; and  Mr.  Aubrey  quitted  bis  reve- 
land  companion  with  a  far  firmer  tone  of 
oind  than  that  with  wh^oh  he  had  entered 
the  vicarage.  But  when  he  passed  through 
ibe  pM^  gates,  the  sudden  feflection  that  he 
was  probably  no  longer  the  proprietor  of  the 
llear  old  familiar  objects  that  met  his  eye  at 
0rery  step,  almost  overpowered  him. 


been  stttiBf  in  the  sarvaata*  ban  for 
two  hours,*  waiting  to  aee  him.  Mr.  Aa- 
brey  repaired  at  once  to  the  library,  and  dt- 
sired  tne  man  to  be  ahown  in.  Johascn 
had  been  for  some  twenty-five  years  a  teatoi 
of  a  considerable  iarai  on  the  eatate,  htl 
scarcely  ever  been  even  a  few  weeks  behisd- 
hand  with  hiarent,andhadalwayabeeaeQS- 
sideied  one  of  the  most  exemplary  p^aouio 
the  whole  neighbourhood.  He  had  naw, 
poor  fellow,  got  into  trouble  indeed,  for  ke 
nad,  a  year  or  two  before,  been  persuaded 
to  become  security  for  his  brother-in-law  as 
a  tax-collector ;  and  had,  alas !  the  day  b^ 
fore,  been  called  upon  to  pay  the  three  ^m- 
dred  pounds  in  which  he  stood  bound— ^ 
worthless  brother-in-law  havine  abscondd 
with  nearly  j&lOOO  of  the  public  moa^. 
Poor  Johnson,  who  bad  a  large  family  to 
support,  was  in  deep  tribulation,  bowtd 
down  with  grief  ana  shame;  and  afieri 
sleepless  night  had  at  length  ventured  dovo 
to  I  atton,  and  with  a  deaperate  boldneM 
asked  the  benevolent  squire  to  advance  \m 
JS200  towards  the  money,  to  save  himtdf 
from  being  cast  into  prison.  Mr.  Aobnf 
beard  his  sad  story  to  the  end  without  oar 
single  interruption ;  though,  to  a  more  piao* 
tised  observer  than  the  old  farmer,  the  work- 
inga  of  his  countenance,  from  time  to  time, 
must  have  told  his  inward  agitation.  **l 
lend  this  poor  soul  jSSOO  !**  thought  he, 
''  who  am  penniless  myself!  Shafl  I  not 
be  really  acting  as  his  dishonest  relatifi^ 
>has  been  acting,  and  makii^  free  with  no- 
ney  that  belongs  tq  another  r ' 

*'  I  aasure  you,  my  worthy  friend,^  mi 
he  at  length,  with  a  Uttle  agitation  of  mas* 
ner,  ''  tl^  I  have  just  now  a  very  seriotf 
call  upon  me— or  you  know  how  gla<i)Tl 
would  have  complied  with  your  request. 

^*  Oh,  sir,  have  mercy  on  me !  Fve  a 
ailing  wife  and  seven  children  to  auppoit," 
said  poor  Johnson,  wringing  his  handa. 

**  CanHl  do  any  thing  witH  the  gof 
mentV— 

**  No,  sir;  Tm  told  they^re  ao  mighty »»• 
gry  with  my  rascallv  brother,  they^U  lista 
to  nob6d^ !  It's  a  hard  matter  for  roe  ti 
keep  straight  at  home  without  this,  sir.  Vn 
so  many  mouths  to  fill— and  if  they  takeov 
off  to  prison.  Lord !  Lord !  what'a  to  beeonr 
of  us  alir 

Mr.  Aubrey's  lip  quivered.  Johnson  feH 
on  his  knees,  and  the  tears  ran  down  kit 
cheeks.  ^'Fve  never  aaked  a  living  mtf 
for  money  before,  air — and,  if  vouTl  oslj 
lend  it  to  me,  God  Almighty  will  bless  yav 
and  yours— -you'll  save  ua  all  from  ndn- 
I'll  work  day  aid  night  to  pay  it  bi^ 
a^in'" 


gofen- 
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pooMTt  my  fifiendfif  yim  will  call  io-moi^ 
row,^  he  added,  with  a  deep  aigfa,  after  a 
momem'a  heaitation. 
He  waa  aa  good  aa  bia  word. 
Had  Mr.  Aubrey  been  naturally  of  a 
cheerful  aud  Yivaeioaa  torn,  the  cootraat 
now  afibrded  by  bia  bloomy  manner  muat 
have  alarmed  bia  family.  Aa  it  waa,  how- 
erer,  it  waa  not  ao  strong  and  marked  aa  to 
1^  attended  with  that  effect,  eapectaUy  aa 
he  exerted  himaelf  to  the  iitmoat  to  conoeal, 
or  at  leaat  to  eontrol  hia  distrasa.  That 
something  had  gone  wrong,  he  freely  ac- 
knowledged ;  and,  aa  he  spoke  of  it  afwaya 
in  connexion  with  political  topica,  he  auc- 
ceeded  in  parrying  their  queationa,  and 
ohecking  auspicion.  But,  whenever  they 
were  all  collected  together,  could  he  not 
joatly  compare  them  to  a  happy  group,  un- 
Bonacioua  that  they  stood  on  a  mine  which 
waa  about  to  be  fired  1 

About  a  week  afterwards,  namely,  on  tlie 
19th  of  January,  arrived  little  Charles' 
birth-day,  when  he  became  five  years  old ; 
uid  Kate  had  for  aome  daya  been  moving 
tieaven  and  earth  to  get  up  a  children's 
[>arty  in  honour  of  the  occasion.  After  con- 
liderable  riding  and  driving  about,  she 
raoceeded  in  persuading  thif  parents  of 
lome  eight  or  ten  children — two  little 
laucrhters,  for  instance,  of  the  Earl  of  Old- 
la  e,  (beautiful  creatures  they  were,  to  be 
iure)-^little  Master  and  the  two  Misa  Ber- 
tons,  the  children  of  one  of  the  counW  mem- 
bers—Sir  Harry  Oldfield,  an  orphan  of 
ibout  five  years  of  age,  the  infant  possessor 
^f  a  magnificent  ^estate— and  two  or  three 
>ther  little  girls — to  send  them  all  to  Yatton 
for  a  day  and  a  night,  with  their  governeaaea 
indattendants. 

Twaa  a  charming  little  affair.  It  went 
}ff  brilliantly,  as  the  phrase  is,  and  repaid 
ill  Kate's  exertions.  She,  her  mother,  and 
Kother,  and  sister,  all  dined  at«the  same 
able  with  the  merry  little  guesta,  who 
[with  a  laughable  crowd  of  attendants  be- 
lind  them,  to  be  sure)  behaved  remarkably 
well  on  the  occasion.  Sir  Harry  (a  little 
hing  about  Charles's  age,  the  black  riband 
ound  his  waist,  and  also  the  half  mourning 
Iress  worn  by  his  maid,  who  stood  behind 
dm,  showed  how  recent  was  the  event 
rhich  had  made  him  an  orphan)  proposed 
ittle  Aubrey's  health,  in  (I  must  own)  a 
lomewhat  stiff  speech,  demurely  dictated 
o  him  by  Kate,  (who  sat  between  him  and 
ler  beautiful  little  nephew.)  She  then 
lerformed  the  same  office  for  Charles,  who 
(tood  on  a  chair  while  delivering  hia  elo- 
[uent  acknowledgment  of  the  toast 

Oh,  that  anofuished  brow  of  thine,  Aubrer, 
thank  God  it  is  unobservecf !)  bat  it  tdls 
le  that  the  iron  is  entering  thy  souL 


And  the  moment  that  he  had  done-^JCsii 
folding  her  arma  around  him  and  kissing 
him— 3own  they  all  jumped,  and  a  merry 
throng,  scampered  off  to  the  drawing-room, 
(followed  by  Kate,)  where  blindman's  bufi, 
husbands  and  wives,  and  divers  other  little 
games,  kept  them  in  constant  enjoyments 
AAer  tea  tney  were  to  have  dancing — Kate 
mistress  of  the  ceremonies^— and  ';was  quite 
laughable  to  see  how  perpetudlly  she  was 
foiled  in  her  efforts  to  form  the  little  seta. 
The  girls  were  orderly  enousrh — but  their  , 
wild  Rttle  partners  were  quite  uncontrolla- 
ble.   The  instant  they  were  placed,  and 
Kate  had  gone  to  the  instrument  and  stmctf; 
off  a  note  or  two— heigh ! — ttiere  was  a 
scrambling  little  crowd,  jumping,  and  laugh- 
ing, and  chattering,  and  singing !   Over  and 
over  an^ain  she  formed  them  into  sets  with 
the  like  results.  But  at  length  a  young  lady, 
one  of  their  governesses,  took  Mias  Aubrey 'a 
place  at  the  piano,  leavirfg  the  latter  to  su- 
perintend the  performances  in  person.    She 
at  length  succeeded  in  getting  up  something 
like  a  country-dance,  M  off  by  Charles  and 
little  Lady  Anne  Cherville,  the  eldest  daugh-^ 
tor  of  the  Eari  of  Oldacre,  a  beautiful  child 
of  about  five  years  old,  and  who,  judging 
from  appearances,  bade  fair  in  due  time  to 
become  another  Lady  Caroline  Caversham. 
You  would  have  laughed  outrieht  to  watch 
the  coquetish  airs  which  this  little  creature 
gave  herself  with  Charles,  whom  yet  sh^ 
evidently  could  not  bear  to  see  dancing  with 
another. 

"  Now  I  shall  dance  with  somebody  else  !** 
he  exclaimed,  suddenly  letting  goLndy  Anne, 
and  snatching  hold  of  a  sweet  little  thinar. 
Miss  .Berton,  that  was  standing  modest^ 
beaide  him.  The  discarded  beauW  walked 
with  a  stately  air,  and  swelling  heart,  to^ 
wards  Mrs.  Aul^rey,  who  sat  beside  her 
husband  on  the  spfa;  and  on  reaching  her„ 
she  stood  for  a  few  moments  silently  waU;b- 
ing  her  late  partner  busily  enga^^  with  her 
successor — and  then  she  burst  into  tears. 

**  Charles !"  called  out  Mrs.  Aubrey,  who 
had  watched  the  whole  affair,  and  could 
hardly  keep  her  countenance,—^'  come  here 
directly,  Charles." 

"Yes,  mamma!"  he  exclaimed— <joite 
unaware  of  the  serious  aspect  which  things 
were  assuming — and,  without  quitting  the 
dance,  where  he  was  ^as  his  jealous  mis- 
tress too  plainly  saw,  tor,  despite  her  ^ef, 
her  eye  seemed  to  follow  all  his  motions) 
skipping  about  with  infinite  glee  with  a 
ihira  partner — a  laughing  sister  of  his  last 
partner. 

••  Come  here,  Charles,"  said  Mr.  Aubreys 
and  in  an  instant  his  Utiles  «ox^^\  ^^^^»^ 
and  bTeatVv\ea»,  w^-a  ?i\  \C\%  «v^«i* 
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tje  fixed  on  the  little  throng  he  had  just 
quitted,  and  where  his  deserted  partner  was 
skipping  about  alone. 

"What  have  you  been  doing  to  Lady 
Anne,  Charles  I**  said  his  father. 

••  Notliing,  dear  papa!"  he  replied,  still 
wistfully  eyeing  the  dancers. 

•*  You  know  you  left  me,  and  went  to 
dance  with  M i^s  Berton ;  you  did,  Charles!^* 
said  the  offendinl  beauty. 

•*  That  is  not  behaving  like  a  little  gen- 
tleman, Charles,"  said  his  father.  The 
tears  came  into  the  child*s  eyes. 

^  Pm  very  sorry,  dear  papa,  I  will  dance 
with  her— '^ 

"  No,  not  now,**  said  Lady  Anne,  haugh- 
Uly. 

**  Ob,  pooh !  pooh ! — kiss  and  be  friends,** 
said  Mrs.  Aubrey,  '*  and  go  and  dance  as 
prettily  as  you  were  doing  before.'*  Little 
Aubrey  put  his  arms  round  Lady  Anne, 
kissed  her,  and  aw^y  they  both  started  to 
the  dance  again.  While  the  latter  part  of 
this  scene  was  going  on,  Mr.  Aubrey's  eye 
caught  the  figrure  of  a  servant  who  made  his 
appearance  at  the  door,  and  then  retired, 
(for  such  had  been  Mr.  Aubrey's  orders  in 
the  event  of  any  messenger  coming  from 
GrilMon.)  Hastily  whispering  that  he 
should  return  soon,  he  left  the  room.  In 
the  hall  stood  a  messpnger  from  Mr.  Parkin- 
son ;  and,  on  seeing  Mr.  Aubrey,  he  took  out 
a  packet  and  retired,  Mr.  Aubrey,  with  evi- 
dent trepidation,  rep^ring  to  his  library. 
With  a  tremblinsr  hand  he  broke  the  seal, 
And  found  the  following  letter  from  Mr. 
Parkinson,  with  tliree  other  enclosures : 


««M7  dear  Sir, 


••OribtoB,  l%h  Jaa.,  18-^ 


"  I  have  only  just  received,  and  at  once 
forward  to  you,  copies  of  three  opinions 

fiven  by  the  attorney-general,  Mr.  Mans- 
eld,  and  Mr.  Crystal.     I  lament  to  find 
that  th^y  are  of  a  most  discouraging  charac- 
ter.   They  are  quite  independent  of  each 
other,  having  been  laid  before  their  respec- 
tive writers  at  the  same  moment;  yet  you 
will  observe  that  all  three  of  them  have  hit 
upon  precisely  the  same  points,  viz.  .•  that 
your  grandfather  had  no  right  to  succeed  to 
the  inheritance  till  there  was  a  failure  of  the 
heirs  of  Dame  Dorothy  Duddington.     If, 
therefore,  our  opponi^nts  have  contrived  to 
ferret  out  any  one  who  satisfies*  that  dosig- 
oation,  (I  cannot  conjecture  how  they  ever 
got  upon  the  scent,)  I  really  fear  we  must 
prepare  for  the  worst.    I  have  b^n  quietly 
poshing'  my  iaquiries  in  all  directions,  with 
M  view  to  nbtaioing  a  clue  to  the  case  lu- 
tBndefl  t  >  be  aet  up  ac^inst  us,  and  viVvicVi 
jron  will  £ad  very  ihrewdlj  gueasod  al  b^ 


the  attorney-genera] .  Ifar  am  f  Ok  m^ 
pttrty  in  the  field  who  has  Kf«n  .na^ 
pointed  inquiries  in  your  neigfabouihoodt 
out  of  this  more  when  we  meet  to-monw. 
*^  I  remain 

*'  Yours,  very  respectfully, 
**  J.  Parkinsoi. 
**  CkarU9  Jubroff  Esq.,  M.  /*.** 

Having  read  this  letter,  Mr.  Aabr«*jr  smk 
back  in  his  chair,  and  remained  mottodea 
for  more  than  a  c^uarter  of  an  hour,  il 
length  he  roused  himself  and  read  overdi 
opinions ;  the  effect  of  which  he  found  hai 
been  but  too  correctly  given  by  Mr.  Parkin 
son.  Some  suggestions  and  inquiriet  yk 
by  the  acute  and  experienced  Mr.  Crysu, 
suddenly  revived  recollections  of  one  or  ti* 
incidents  even  of  his  boyish  days,  loo^  r» 
gotten,  but  which,  as  he  reflecteo  upon  thea, 
be^n  to  reappear  to  his  mind's  eyewrA 
sicKening  distmctness.  Wave  after  wtvi 
of  ajTony  passed  over  him,  chilling  and  l» 
nnrnbin^  his  heart  within  htm;  so  that, 
when  his  little  son  came  some  lime  iA» 
wards  running  up  to  him,  with  a  mestafi 
from  his  mamma,  that  she  hoped  he  eout 
come  back  to  see  them  all  play  at  soap 
dragon  before  they  went  to  bed,  he  ans^refM 
him  mechanically,  hardly  seeming  sensiUi 
even  of  his  presence.  At  length,  widi  t 
groan  that  came  from  the  depths  of  his  hoi^ 
he  rose  and  walked  to  and  fro,  sensible  of 
the  necessity  of  exerting  himself,  and  pr^ 
paring  himself  in  some  degree,  for  encotS' 
tering  his  mother,  his  wife,  and  his  sisto. 
Taking  up  his  candle,  he  hastened  tohii 
dressing-room,  where  he  hoped,  by  the  ail 
of  refreshing  iblutions,  to  8uc<^eed  in  efr 
cing  at  least  the  stronger  of  these  tracesof 
suffering  which  his  glass  di$7played  to  hif^ 
as  it  reflected  the  image  of  his  blanched  aai 
agitated  countenance.  A  sudden'  recolli^ 
tion  of  th%  critical  and  delicate  situatioBflf 
his  idolized  wife  glanced  through  his  best 
like  a  keen  arrow.  He  sunk  upon  the  aafiii 
and,  clasping  his  hands,  looked  the  molt 
forlorn  object  that  could  be  imagioad. 
While  he  was  in  this  deplorable  state  d 
mind,  the  door  was  pushed  hastily  bit 
gently  open ;  and,  f^rst  looking  in  to  s^^thil 
it  was  really  he  of  whom  she  was  iii  seutb, 
in  rushed  Mrs.  Aubrey,  pale  and  agitated, 
having  been  alarmed  by  his  non-appearsBoe 
in  the  drawing-room,  and  the  looa  of  tbe 
sprvant,>  from  whom  she  had  learned  tlat 
his  master  had  been  for  some  time  gone  uf 
stairs. 

"Charles!  my  love!  my  sweet  lov«!^ 
she  exclaimed  wildly,  rushing  up  to  Ubi 
^\ncrkivg\vQi^^  ^^"vixiV^^de  him,  and  ctfS' 

\i^  >2kwa' Vk^caoniQAa  ^"l  \k&\  '^Y^cA3%&i9^^aiv\ 
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for  m  momeiit  he  spoke  aot,  bat 
■toed  at  her  as  ifstupified. 

**  For  mercy's  sake— as  yea  love  me! — 
^U  me,  roy  darling,  darlins^  Charles,  what 
aas  happened/* 

«« Nothing— .lo¥»— nothing  ;'*  but  his  look 
>elied  his  speech. 

*«  Oh !  am  I  not  the  wife  of  your  bosom, 
learestl  Charles,  I  shall  go  distracted  if 
ton  do  not  tell  me  what  has  happened.  I 
kjsow  that  something— something  dread- 
fill — ^"  ^e  put  his  arm  round  her  waist, 
and  drew  her  tenderly  towards  him.  He 
tUt  her  heart  beating  violently.  He  kissed 
ker  cold  forehead,  but  spoke  not. 

*•  Come,  dearest!  let  me  share *yoar  sor- 
rows," said  she,  in  a  thrilling  voice.  "  Can- 
not you  trudt  your  Agnes  t  Has  not  Hea- 
vttii  sent  me  as  a  helpmeet  for  yoa  V* 

**I  love  you,  Agnes!  ay,  more  tfian  ever 
man  loved  woman!'*  he  murmured,  and 
bwied  his  face  in  her  bosom.  Her  arms 
fUded  him  in  closer  and  closer  embrace; 
and  she  looked  with  wild  agitation,  expect- 
itg  presently  to  hear  of  some  fearfiil  catas- 
trophe. **  I  cannot  bear  this  much  longer, 
dpiurest— I  feel  I  cannot,''  said  she,  rather 
fiuntly.  ^^Whai  has  happened!  What 
diat  yon  dsire  not  tell  mef  I  can  bear  any 
tking,  while  1  have  you  and  my  children! 
You  have  been  unliappy,  my  own  Charles, 
for  many  days  past.  I  will  not  part  with 
ymi  now  till  I  know  all !" 

^  You  soon  mtui  know  all,  my  precious 
kfpoM ;  and  I  take  Heaven  to  witness,  that 
It  IS  only  on  your  account— I  did  not  wish 
you  to  have  known  it  till " 

•*  You — are  never  going — to  fight  a  duel  1" 
Ae  gasped,  turning  as  white  as  death. 

Mph!  no,  no,  Agnes!  I  solemnly  assure 
yoo !  If  I  could  have  brought  myself  to 
flttgags  in  such  an  nnhallowed  affair,  would 
A$$  scene  ever  first  have  occurred  ?  No,  no, 
mj  own  love !  Most  I  then  tell  you  of  the 
Bliifbrtune  that  has  overtaken  as?"  She 
gnsed  at  him  in  mute  and  breathless  appre- 
hension. "They  are  bringing  an  action 
igminit  me,  which,  if  successful,  may  cause 
■ft  all  to  quit  Yatton— and,  it  may  be,  for 

**  Oh,  Charles !"  she  marmnred,  her  eyes 
tmUid  upon  his,' while  she  anconsciously 
noved  nearer  to  him,  and  trembled.  Her 
Mftd  drooped  upon  his  shoulder. 

•*  Why  is  thisl"  sh«»  whispered. 

*•  Let  us,  dearest,  talk  of  it  another  time. 
[•haTe  now  told  you  what  yoo  asked  me." 
\im  poured  her  out  a  glass  of  water.  Having 
bMik  a  little,  she  appeared  revived. 

•*Is  all  lostt    Do,  my  own  Charles,  let 
■0  know  the  worst'* 
.•*  We  are  yonng,  Agnes,  and  have  the 
world  before  as.    Health  and  honour  aio 


better  than  richee.  You  and  ouf  Mttlo 
love»— /Ae  children  which  God  htu  given  uak 
—are  mv  riehes,"  said  he,  gazing  with  an* 
speakable  fohdness  at  her.  "  Even  should' 
it  be  the  will  of  Heaven  that  this  affair 
should  go  against  us— so  long  as  they  can- 
not separate  us  from  each  other,  they  can 
not  really  hart  us."  She  suddenly  kissed 
him  with  frantic  energy,  and  an  hysterio 
smile  gleamed  over  her  pallid  excited  fea» 
tures. 

*^  Calm  yourself,  Agnes !— «alm  yoareelf 
for  my  sake !  as  you  love  me !"  His  voice 
quivered.  ^*  Oh,  how  very  weak  and  fool- 
ish I  have  been  to  yield  to        " 

^*  No,  no,  no !"  she  gasped,  evidently  ]«• 
bouring  wilh  hysterio  oppression.  ^^Hushl**  \ 
said  she,  suddenly  starting,  and  wildlr 
leaning  forwards  towards  the  door  which 
opened  into  the  gallery  leading  to  the  va* 
nous  bed-rooms.  He  listened— the  mo- 
ther's ear  had  been  quick  and  true.  He  pre* 
sently  heard  th^  sound  of  many  children's 
voices  approaching:  they  were  the  little 
party  accompanied  by  Kate,  on  their  way 
to  bed;  and  little  Charles's  voice  was 
londest,  and  his  laugh  the  merriest  of  them 
all.  The  wild  smile  of  hvaterics  gleamed 
on  Mre.  Aubrey's  face;  her  hand  grasped 
her  husband's  with  convulsive  pressure;. 
and  she  suddenly  sunk,  rigid  and  senseless, 
upon  the  sofa.  He  seemed  for  a  moment 
stunned  at  the  sight  of  her  motionless  fi- 
gure. Soon^  however,  recovering  his  pre* 
senoe  of  mind,  he  rang  the  bell,  and  one  ot 
two  female  attendants  quickly  appeared: 
and  by  their  joint  assistance  Mre.  Aubrey 
was  carried  to  her  bed  in  the  adjoining 
room,  where,  by  the  use  of  the  ordinaiyr 
remedies,  she  was  presently  restored  to  con- 
sciousness. Her  fint  languid  look  wai 
towards  Mr.  Aubrey,  whose  hand  she  slow* 
ly  raised  to  her  lips.  She  tried  to  raise  a 
smile  into  her  wan  features — ^but  'twas  in 
vain ;  and,  after  a  few  heavy  and  half-cho- 
king sobs,  her  overeharged  feelings  found 
relief  in  a  flood  of  teare.  Full  of  the  live- 
liest apprehensions  as  to  the  effect  of  thi^ 
violent  emotion  upon  her,  in  her  delicate 
condition,  he  remained  with  her  for  some 
time,  pouring  into  her  ear  every  soothing  and 
tender  expression  he  could  think  of.  He 
at  length  succeeded  in  brincring  her  into  a 
somewhat  more  tranquil  star  than  he  could 
have  expected.  He  strictly  enjoined  the 
attanrlants,  who  had  not  quitt'^d  ^eir  lady's 
chamber,  and  whose  alarmed  and  inquisi- 
tive looks  he  had  noticed  for  some  time  with 
anxiety,  to  preserve  8il<^nce  concerning  what 
they  had  so  unexpectedly  witnessed,  addintf 
that  something  unfortuutitiok  Vv?w<^  Vk-K^^\«£^ 
of  which  ihey  vroxA^  \v«^7^x  VA  v>«i  ^^s««i* 

**  Aio  you  fovt^  lo  \«XV¥A\fcV^  ^V^tt^pR 
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was 

was  Uiat  i^ven  out  by  the  Hre,  which  was 
not  reiy  bright,  and  so  would  in  some  de- 
flee  shield  his  features  from,  at  all  events, 
immediate  scnitihy.  His  heart- ached  as, 
shortly  afWrwards,  he  heard  Kate's  light 
step  crossing  the  hall.  When  she  entered, 
her  eyes  sparkled  with  yivacit?,  and  a  smile 
was  on  her  beauteous  cheelL  Her  dress 
was  tumbled,  and  her  hair  hung  disordered 
and  half  uncurled— the  results  of  her  sport 
with  the  little  ones  whom  she  had  been  see- 
iaigtn  bed 

^  What  merry  little  things,  to  be  snrs  !** 
she  commenced,  laughingly — ^*  I  could  not 
ffel  them  to  lie  still  a  moment— popping 
3ieir  little  heads  in  and  out  of  the  clothes. 
A  fine  night  I  shall  have  with  Sir  Harry ! 
for  he  is  to  be  my  bedf<!llow,  and  I  dare  say 
1  shall  not  sleep  a  wink  all  night.  Why, 
Charles,  how  verr — very  grave  yon  look 
tOHoiflrht!*'  she  added  quick^,  observing  his 
eye  nxed  moodjly  upon  her. 

♦•Tis  you  who  are  so  very  gay,"  he  re- 
plied, endeavouring  to  smile.  **  I  want  to 
speak  to  you,  dear  Kate,**  he  commeneed 
anectionately,  '*on  a  serious  matter.  I 
have  received  some  letters  to-ni?ht— ** 

Kate  coloured  suddenly  and  violently, 
and  her  heart  beat;  but,  sweet  soul!  she 
was  mistaken — very,  very  far  off  the  mark 
her  troubled  brother  was  aiming  at.  ^*  And 
relying  on  your  strength  of  mind,  I  have  re- 
solved to  put  you  at  once  in  possession  of 
what  I  myself  know.  Can  you  bear  bad 
jlews  well,  Kate  !** 


4fMdMt 

shesH. 
ed,  with  sudden  alarm,  **  where  are  mi» 
ma  and  Agnes  V*  She  started  to  her  ff«t 
•«  I  assure  you  they  are  both  wdl,  KilL 
My  inother  Is  now  doubtless  asleep,  and  ai 
well  as  she  ever  was ;  Agnes  is  in  herbe^ 
room— certainly  much  dbtressed  at  the  nevi 


sd  Mrs.  Aubrey,  iTorrowfnlly.     «« Sorely,  I  aaif  Ihkng  but  samense— 4hat  »t  < 
love,  you  have  suffered  enough  through  my   What  has  happened  t     Oh   dear,** 
weakness.     Wait  till  to-morrow.    Let  her 
have  a  few  more  happy  hours.*' 

**  No,  Agnes— it  was  my  own  weakness 
which  caused  me  to  be  surprised  into  this 
premature  disclosure  to  you.  And  now  I 
fituti  meet  her  again  to-night,  and  I  cannot 
control  either  my  features  or  my  feelings. 
Yes,  poor  Kate,  she  roust  Irao  w  ail  to-night ! 
I  shall  not  be  long  absent,  Agnes.**  And 
^fireeting  her  maid  to  remain  with  her  till  he 
fstonied,  he  withdrew,  and  with  slow  step 
and  heavy  heart  descended  to  the  library ; 
preparing  himself  for  another  heartrbreaking 
scenes— l^un^ng  another  innocent  and  joy- 
<His  creature  into  misery,  which  he  believed 
to  be  inevitable.  Having  looked  into  the 
drawing-room  as  he  passed  it,  and  seen  no 
one  there— his  mother  having,  as  usual,  re- 
tired at  a  very  early  hour — he  rung  his  li- 
brary bell,  arid  desired  Miss  Aubrey's  maid 
to  request  her  mistress  to  cgme  down  to  htm 
there,  as  soon  as  she  was  at  leisure.  He 
glad  that  the  only  light  in  the  room 


A 


which  I  am  goinff— ' 

**  Oh,  why,  Charies,  did  jon  tell  mf 
thing  distressing  to  her  7*^  exdaimed  Wm 
Aubrey,  with  an  alarmed  air. 

^  Sne  came  upon  me  by  surprise,  Kik 
Twoold  have  been  infinitely  more  daiig» 
ous  to  have  kept  her  in  suspense ;  butdi 
is  recovering.  I'  shall  soon  return  to  ha 
And  now,  my  dear  KatO: — ^I  know  fm 
stronff  sense  and  spirit— a  very  great  ah* 
ralty  hangs  over  us.  Let  you  and  mf ,**  Is 
grasned  her  hands  affectionately,  **  stand  il 
steadily,  and  support  those  who  cannot* 

^  Let  me  at  once  know  all,  Charies.  8» 
if  I  do  not  bear  it  as  beoome^  your  sislei,* 
said  she,  with  forced  calmness. 

^  If  it  should  become  necessary  for  sQ  rf 
us  to  retire  into  obscurity — ^humble  bbm- 
rity,  dear  Kate— how  do  you  think  jh 
could  bear  it  1" 

**  If  it  will  be  an  hoiionrable  obscnritf- 
nay,  'tis  quite  impossible  to  be  a  Hm^ 
nourable^bscurity,'*  said  Miss  Aubrey,  vii 
a  momentary  flash  of  energy, 

"Never,  never,  Kate!  The  Aabiifl 
may  lose  everything  on  earth  but  the  jess 
AofMur,  and  love  for  one  another.** 

"  Let  me  know  all,  Charles,"  said  Miii 
Aubrey,  in  a  low  tone,  but  with  a  look  4 
the  deepest  apprehension. 

"A  strange  claim  is  set  op— hyosil 
never  heard  o^— to  the  whole  ofthe  propntf 
I  now  enjoy.** 

Miss  Aubrey  started,  and  the  eoloin  hi 
her  cheek.  ^ 

•*  But  is  it  a  true  claim,  Charles!** 

"That  remains  to  be  proved.  But  T  «l 
disguise  nothing  from  you— I  havsvcAl 
apprehensions—** 

*•  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  Yatton  «is^ 
imra  7**  mqaiied  liiss  Aubrey,  catching  hv 
breath. 

**  So,  my  dearest  giri,  it  is  said.** 

Miss  Aubrey  looked  bewildered,  wi 
pressed  her  hand  to  her  forehead. 

**  How  shocking !— ehooking ! — sho* 
ing !"  she  gasped.  «  What  is  to  becoai 
of  mamma  ?'* 

"God  Almighty  will  not  desert  hfrife 
her  old  age.  He  will  desen  none  of  fl^ 
dearest,  if  we  only  trust  in  him,  **  nkl  kf 
brother. 

M\aa  Aubrey  remained   gazing  at  kli 


She  turned  very  pale,  and  diawinf^  h« 
tihair  nearer  to  her  brf>th'--r,  saW,  "Donot\\iitBnA^,%xA   .o^^Qmajb^  \>f>>^f«'\Vf 
^^^  me  ID  8UBpenaef  Charlesg— lcanVeax>\< 
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Untly. 

**Ir  this  claim  sueceedv-^iit  W6  shall 
hMTe  it  together^  Kate/* 

She  threw  her  anus  roond  his  neok  and 
wept  bhterly. 

**Hu8h,  hush,  Kate!**  said  he,  pereeiT- 
Ing  the  increasing  violence  of  heremotion8« 
**  restrain  your  feeling  for  the  Mke  of  my 
nother — and  AgneB,^ 

His'wDrds  had  the  desired  effect:  the 
poor  girl  made  a  desperate  effort.  Unclasp- 
n^  her  arms  from  her  hrodier*8  neck,  she 
Hit  down  in  her  chair,  breathing  hud ;  and, 
liter  a  fdw  minutes*  pause,  she  said,  faint* 
It,  **  I  am  better  now.  Do  tell  me  more, 
Sharles !  Let  me  have  something  to  tikink 
ibont— only  don*t  say  any  thing  abooV— 
iboQt — ^mamma  and  Agnes  !'*  Insniteofher- 
irtf  ayisible  shudder  ran  through  lier  frame. 

^  It  seems,  Kate,**  said  he,  with  all  the 
salmness  he  could  assume— '<  at  least  they 
ite  trying  to  prove— that  our  family  had  no 
ight  to  succeed  to  this  property;  that 
Irore  is  living  the  right  heir;  his  ease  has 
Men  taken  np  by  powerful  friends ;  and— 
ist  me  tell  you  the  worst  at  once-^the  ftrst 
awyers  in  the  kingdom  seem  to  agree  tiiat 
le  is  entitled  to  recover  the  whole  of  Yat- 
lAi— «ven  the  lawyers  consulted  by  Mr. 
Parkinson  on  my  behalf—** 

**  But  is  mamma  provided  fort**  whis- 
Mred  Miss  Aubrey^  almost  inarticulately. 
*  When  I  look  at  her  again,  I  shall  a1- 
tiost  break  my  heart.** 

**No,  Kate,  you  won*t  Heaven  will 
^ve  voa  strength^*  said  her  brother,  in  a 
rerauious  voice.  **  Remember,  my  only 
litter— >my  darling  Kate!  you  must  support 
M  In  my  troublW-we  will  support  one 
ibother— ** 

«  We  will !— we  will  !•»  interrupted  Miss 
iubrey — instantly  checking,  however,  her 
fein^  excitement. 

"You  bear  it  bravely,  my  noble  girl!" 
aid  Mr.  Aubrey,'  fondly,  afler  a  brief  inter- 
hi!  of  silence. 

^e  turned  from  him  her  head,  and  moved 
tilr  hand-*in  deprecation  of  expressions 
hat  misrht  utterly  unnerve  her.  Then  she 
NMvuleively  clasped  her  hands  over  her 
brehrad ;  and  after  a  minute  or  two,  turned 
9Wards  him  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  but 
ranqtiilli^ed  features.  The  straggle  had 
leen  dreadful,  thouorh  brief— her  noble  spi- 
ff recovered  it  itselr. 

^Twas  like  a  fkir  bark,  in  mortal  conflict 
irith  the  black  and  boiling  watera  and 
ivwVingf  hurricane ;  long  miiverins^  on  the 
Ifink  of  destruction,  but  at  last  outliving  th^ 
ilorra,  righting  itself,  and  suddenly  gliding 
mtn  safe  and  tfananil  waters 

The  dtsireaeed  brother  Bad  sistsr  flat  ccn- 


I  vetstnff  for  a  long  time,  freauently  fn  fears,  . 
but  wim  infinitely  greater  calmness  and  firm* 
ness  than  could  have  been  expected,  Tliey 
agreed  that  Dr.  Tatham  should  veiy  early 
in  the  morning  be  s«it  for,  and  implored  to 
take  upon  himself  the  bitter  duty  of  break* 
tng  the  matter  to  their  motlior ;  its  eSecti 
upon  whom,  her  children  anticipated  with 
the  most  vivid  apprehension.  They  then 
retired — K^te  to  a  sleepless  pillow,  and  her 
brother  to  spend  a  greater  portion  of  the 
nifl^t  in  attempts  to  soothe  and  console  his 
SttSerinff  wife;  each  of  them  having  first 
knelt  in  liumble  reverence,  and  poureo  forth 
the  breathings  of  a  stricken  and  bleeding 
heart  before  Him  who  hath  declared  that  h« 
heareth  and  atuwerefh  prayer.    . 

Ah !  who  can  tell  wnat  a  day  or  an  hoar 
may  bring  forth. 

"It  won*t  kindle— not  a  bit  on*t— it's 
green  and  full  o*  sap.  Go  out,  and  get  us 
a  log  that*s  dry  and  old;  George— and  let*s 
try  to  have  a  bit  of  a  blaze  in  t*  ould  chim* 
ney,  this  bitter  night,"  said  Isaac  Tonson 
the  game-keeper  at  Yatton,  to  the  good-m^ 
tured  landlord  of  the  Aubrey  Arms,  the  lit* 
tie— and  only — inn  of  the  village.  The 
suggestion  was  instantly  attended  tol       * 

"HOW  Peter's  a  feathering  »if  his  geese 
to-night,  to  be  sure  !**  '^itclaimrd  the  land- 
lord on  his  return,  shaking  the  snow  off*  his 
coat,  and  laying  on  the  fire  a  /rreat  dry  old 
log  of  wood,  which  seemed  very  acceptable 
to  the  hungry  flames,  for  they  licked  it  cor- 
dially the  moment  it  was  placed  amongs* 
them,  and  there  was  very  soon  given  out  a 
cheerful  blaie.  *Twas  a  snug  room,  the 
brick  floor  covered  with  fresh  sand ;  and  on 
a  few  stools  and  benches,  with  a  table  in 
the  middle,  on  which  stood  a  large  can  and 
ale-glasses,  with  a  plate  of  tobacco,  sat 
some  half  a  dozen  men,  enjoying  their  pipe 
and  ^ass.  In  the  chimney  corner  sat  Tho» 
mas  Dickons,  the  under  bailiff  of  Mr.  Aur  ^ 
brey,  a  big,  hroad-shoiildered,  middle-a?ed 
fellow,  with  a  hard-featured  face  and  n 
phlegmatic  air.  In  the  onpoaite  comer  sat 
the  little  ffrizzle-heiaded  clerk  and  sexton, 
old  Hal]efuial\— <a8  he  was  called*  but  his 
real  name  was  Jonas  Higgs.)  Beside  him 
sat  Pumpkin,  the  gardener  at  the  hall,  m  ' 
constant  guest  at  the  Aubrey  Arms  o*  nights 
—always  attended  by  Hector,  tlie  large 
Newfoundland  dog  already  spoken  of,  and 
who  was  now  lying  stretched  on  the  floor 
at  Pumpkin*s  feet,  his  nose  resting  on  his 
forefeet,  and  his  eyes,  with  great  gravity, 
watching  the  motions  of  a  skittish  kitten 
under  the  table.  Opposite  to  him  sat  Ton- 
son  the  game-gneper— ^  thin,  wiry,  beetle- 
browed  toI\ow,  w\Av  «5«a  V^»  "^^  Vstx^Vs  ^»^ 
there  were  «t\wi  on^  ot  ^Mtt>  taxnwK^^^a^ 
lived  'm  the  y\\Vaisa. 
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**  Let's  ha*  &siother  can  o*  ale,  afdre  ye  sit 
ioiin,"  said  one  of  them ;  ^  we  can  do  with 
kalf  a  grallon,  I'm  thinking.**  This  order 
also  was  quickly  attended  to;  and  then  the 
landlord,  having  seen  to  the  door,  and  fas- 
tened the  shatters  close,  took  his  place  on  a 
▼acant  stool,  and  resumed  his  pipe. 

**  Bo  she  do  take  a  very  long  grave,  Jo- 
nas V*  inquired  Dickons  of  the  sexton. 

**  Ay,  Mr.  Dickons,  a*  think  she  do,  the 
ewld  grirl !  I  always  thousht  she  would. 
*Tis  a  reg'lar  manU  size,!  warrant  you ; 
and  when  parson  saw  it  a*  said  he  thought 
*twere  too  big ;  but  I  ax*d  his  pardon,  and 
•aid  I  hadn't  heen  sexton  for  thirty  years 
without  knowing  my  business— -ha,  ha  !** 

**  I  suppose,  Jonas,  vou  mun  ha*  seen  her 
walking  about  i'  t*  village  in  your  lime— 
Were  she  such  a  big  looking  woman  1**  in- 
quired Pumpkin,  as  he  shoc^L  the  ashes  out 
of  his  pipe,*and  replenished  it. 
•  **  Forty  years  ago  I  used  to  see  her — she 
were  then  an  old  woman,  wi*  white  hair, 
and  leaned  on  a  stick — ^I  never  thought  she'd 
a  lasted  so  long,**  replied  Higgs,  emptying 
his  glass. 

**  She've  had  a  pretty  lon^  spell  on*t,** 
qtoth  Dickons,  slowly  emptying  his  mouth 
of  smoke. 

**  A  hundred  and  two,**  replied  the  sex- 
ton ;**  so  saith  her  coiBn  plate— a*  seed  it  to- 
day.'* 

**  What  were  her  namel**  inquired  Ton- 
son — **/  never  knew  her  by  any  name  but 
BUnd  Bess.** 

*^  Her  name  be  EKzabetk  Crabtree,  on  the 
eoffin,*^  replied  Higgs;  '*and  she's  to  be 
buried  to-morrow.** 

*^  She  were  a  strange  old  woman,**  said 
Hazel,  one  of  the  farmers,  as  he  took  down 
CNoe  of  the  oatcakes  that  were  hanging  over- 
head, and  breaking  off  a  piece,  held  it  with 
the  tongs  before  Sue  fire  to  toast,  and  then 
put  it  into  his  ale. 

♦*Ay,  she  were,**  quoth  Pumpkin;  **I 
wonder  what  she  thinks  o'  such  things  now 
—may  be  she's  paying  dear  for  her  tricks.'* 

''  Tut,  Pumpkin,**  said  Tonson, «« let  the 
old  creature  rest  in  her  grave.** 

^ Ay,  Master  Tonson,'*  quoth  the  clerk,  in 
his  church  twzng^-^  ik£r€  be  no  knowledge^ 
nor  witdom^  nor  itmtt  /** 

*«  *Tis  very  odd,  but  this  dog  that*s  lying 
at  my  fieet  never  ooold  a*  bear  going  past 
her  cottage  late  o*  nights ;  and  the  ni^t  she 
died — L<Hd !  yon  shoald  have  heard  the  howl 
Hector  gave—and  a*  didnH  ^len  know  she 
were  gone.** 

**No*  but   wer»t  mally  so!**  inquired 
DickcftA — several  of  the  others  taking  their 
fnpea  out  of  their  mooths,  and  lookimg  «tx- 
'me&tJx  at  Pumpkiru 


''Ha,  hn,  ha!— ha,  ha!**   laogM  tfs 

game-keeper. 

^Ay,  marry  yoti  may  lau||rli-^iit  ini  striv 
half  a  gallon  o'  ale  yon  daFen*t  go  by  jw^ 
self  to  the  cottage  where  she's  lying  imp, 
mind — i'  the  dark."  '    ' 

''I'U  do  it,^*  quoth  Higgs,  eagerly  pn- 
paring  to  lay  down  his  pipe. 

''  No,  no— (Aoii*r<  quito  uaed  to  dead  ibik,* 
replied  Pumpkin. 

**Be8S  dropped  off  sodden-like  at  laa, 
didn*t  she  V  inquired  the  landlord. 

^  She  went  out,  as  ^they  say,  like  Ai 
snuff  of  a  candle,*'  replied  Jobbins,  cm  4 
the  fanners;  **no  one  were  with  her  ba 
missis  at  the  time.  Hie  niffht  afbie  ih 
took  to  the  rattles  all  of  a  sudden.  My  Sdl 
(that's  done  for  her  this  long  time  by 
madam's  orders)  savs  old  Bess  were  a  pd 
deal  shaken  by  a  chap  from  London,  As 
came  down  about  a  week  afore  ChristB«.* 

««Ay,  ay,**  quoth  one,  ^^I've  hssri  t' 
thai— what  was  iti — what  passed  atwis 
themi" 

^  Why,  a*  don't  well  know — bat  heW 
a  book,  and  wrote  down  sofliielhing;  vak  h 
axed  her,  so  Sail  do  \M  me,  such  a  nuy 
things  about  old  people,  and  things  that  as 
long  gone  by.'* 

•'What  were  the  use  on*tt**  in^oini 
Dickons ;  **  for  Bess  has  been  silly  this  in 
years,  to  my  sartin  knowknige.** 

«'Why,  a*  couldn't  tell.  Sail  said  ^ 
talked  a  good  deal  to  the  chap  hi  her  wmt 
bling  way,  and  seemed  to  know  some  Aft 
he  asked  her  about  And  Sail  saith  ih 
hath  been,  in  a  manner,  dismal  ever  »Bf% 
and  often  a-crying  and  talking  to  herseJC" 

••I've  heard,**  said  the  landlord,  -Ail 
squire  and  parson  were  wi*  her  on  Ckiii^ 
mas  day — and  that  she  talked  a  deal  V 
strange  things,  and  that  tfie  sqtitie  did  imb. 
as  it  were,  slnidb  a  little.** 

••  Why,  so  my  Sail  do  sey ;  but  it  najh 
all  her  own  head,**  replied  Jobbina. 

Here  a  pause  took  plane. 

••  Madam,**  said  the  sextcti,  «•  hsA  |;ifn  I 
orders  for  a  decent  baryinip  ICMmorrow.'* 

••  Well,  a*  never  thought  any  wroig  4 
her,  for  my  part,**  said  one— and  anotlMF- 
and  another; and  the^  smoked  their  p^ 
for  some  minutes  in  silenos* 

••Talking  o*  strangers  from  Lenta' 
said  the  sexton,  presentlv ;  **  who  do  ksiv 
any  thing  o'  them  two  ehsfw  that  weiv  t 
church  last  Sunday!  Twosoch  psie«d^ 
looking  bhaps  I  never  seed  and  gruiahf 
all  service  time.** 

••  Ay,  /*//  tell  ye  someOdng  of  *eBi,''  iril 
JTaael — a   big,    broad-ehonMered   ians 
w\to  '^\^<idMii\i\%  \a:m  out  of  his  mooth  sli 
sadden  «nec^Q— ^''^^dsf  t%  %  Vcmsa  V  fi 
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to  be  9iiniy  hB,  ha !  Some  we«k  or  loB 
diTS  ago,  as  I  were  a-comiog  acroes  the 
field  leading  into  the  lane  behind  the  church, 
I  aoed  these  same  two  chaps,  and  on  coming 
nearer,  (they  pot  seeing  me  for  the  hedge,; 
Lord  bless  me!  would  ye  believe  itt— if 
they  wasn't  a-teasing  my  daughter  Jenny, 
that  were  coming  along  wi*  some  physic 
from  the  doctor  for  my  old  woman !  One  of 
*em  seemod  a-going  to  put  his  arm  areund 
her  neck,  and  t'other  came  close  to  her  on 
toother  side,  ap*talking  to  her  and  pushing 
her  about."  Here  a  young  farmer,  who  had 
but  seldom  spoken,  took  his  pipe  out  of  his 
mouth,  and  exclaiming,  *^Lora  bloss  me!" 
tat  listening  with  his  mouth  wide  open<-« 
^  Well,  a'  came  into  the  road  behind  'em, 
without  their  seeing  me;  and"— ^here  he 
•Cretchcd  out  a  thick,  rigid,  muscular  arm, 
fad  clenched  his  teeth ]P—^*  a'  got  hold  of 
each  by  the  collar,  and  one  of  "em  I  shook 
about,  and  gave  him  a  kick  i'  the  breech 
that  sent  him  spinning  a  yard  or  two  on  the 
md,  he  clapping  his  hand  behind  him  and 
crying,  to  oe  sure—*  Good  for  a  hundred 
»oan2i  damages !'  T'other  dropped  on  hie 
piees,  and  begged  for  mercy ;  so  a'  just  spit 
in  his  face,  and  flunv  him  under  the  hedge, 
tailing  him  if  he  stirred  till  1  wore  out  o' 
fight,  I'd  crack  his  skull  for  him ;  and  so  I 
wpnldt"  Here  the  wrathful  speaker  pushed 
bia  pipe  again  between  his  lips,  and  began 
pumna[  away  with  great  energy;  while  he 
who  had  appeared  to  take  so  great  an  inte- 
«B8t  in  the  story,  and  who  was  the  vary  man 
who  had  flown  to  the  rescue  of  Miss  Aubrey, 
when  she  seemed  on  the  pouit  of  being  simi- 
larly treated,  told  that  circumstance  ^exactly 
aa  it  occurred,  amidst  the  silent  but  excited 
wonder  of  those  present— all  of  whom,  at  its 
elose,  uttered  yehement  execrations,  and  in- 
timated the  summary  and  savuge  punish- 
vent  which  the  cowardly  raseal  would  have 
experienced  at  the  hands  of  each  and  every 
<me  of  them,  had  they  come  acroes  him. 

^I  reckon,"  said  the  landlord,  aa  soon 
aa  the  swell  had  a  little  subsided,  *'  they 
aaust  be  the  two  chaps  that  pat  up  here, 
aome  time  ago,  for  an  hour  or  ao.  You 
ahould  ha'  seen  'em  get  on  and  off— that's 
all !  Why,  a'  laughed  outright!  The  chap 
with  the  hair  under  his  chin  got  on  upon  th^e 
wrong  side«  and  t'other  seemed  as  if  he 
thought  his  be^t  would  bite  him !" 

**  Ha,  ha,  ha !"  laughed  all. 

*^  I  thought  they'd  a  both  got  a  fall  befbze 
theyM  gone  a  dozen  yards !"  • 

**Thay'ye  taken  a  strange  fancy  to  my 
clwieh-yard,"  said  the  aexton,  setting  down 
hi»  glass,  and  then  preparing  to  fill  hie  pipe 
In;  *« They've  been  loolung  anoommen 
in  the  old  gnrthstoaatf  up  bdliiid  t* 
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onld  yew  tree  yoiuler ;  and  one  of  them  writ 
something,  now  and  then,  in  a  bo<^;  aa 
they're  book  writers." 

^*  That's  scholars,  I  reckon,"  ouotl. 
Dickons,  *^but  rot  the  laming  of  such  diaps 
as  they!" 

^*  I  wonder  if  thevMl  put  a  picture  o'  the 
Hall  in  their  book,"  quoth  the  sexton. 
'^They  axed  a  many  Questions  about  the 
people  up  there,  especially  about  the  squire*a 
father,  and  some  ould  folk!  whose  names  1 
knew  when  they  spoke  of  'em— but  I  hadnH 
heard  o'  them  for  this  forty  years.  And 
one  of  'em,  (he  were  the  shortest,)  and 
such  a  chap,  to  be  sura !— just  like  the  mo»> 
key  that  were  dressed  i'  man's  clothes  last 
Grilston  fair—talked  uncommon  fine  aboitC 
Miss—" 

"  If  I  a'  heard  him  ta'  her  name  into  his 
dirty  mouth,  his  teeth  should  a'  gone  alter 
it!'' said  Tonson. 

'*  Lord,  he  didn't  say  any  •harm— <mly 
silly-like— end  t'other  seemec 


led  now  and  then 
not  to  like  his  going  on  so.    The  little  one 


said  Miss  were  a  lovely  gal,  or  something 


f 

lovely  gal,  or 

like  that — and  hoped  theyM  become  by  and 

by  better  friends.'^ 

'« What!  wi'  that  chap  1"  said  PompMa 
-^and  he  looked  as  if  he  were  meditating 
putting  the  little  sexton  up  the  chimney,  for 
the  mere  naming  of  each  a  thing. 

**I  reckon  ttiey're  from  Ixindon,  and 
brought  London  tricks  wi'  em— for  I  never 
heard  o'  such  goings  on  as  theirs  down  here 
before,"  said  Tonson. 

*^One  of  'em — ^him  that  axed  me  all  the 
questions,  and  wrote  i'  th'  book,  8e|nied  a 
sharp  enough  chap,  in  his  way :  but^  can^t 
say  much  for  the  little  one,"  said  Higgs. 
^  Lud,  I  couldn't  hardly  look  in  his  faoe  for 
laughing,  he  seemed  such  a  fool ! — He  hsd 
a  riding-whip  wi'  a  silver  head,  and  stood 
smackmg  his  legs  (yon  should  ha'  seeM 
how  tight  his  clothes  was  on  his  legs— 4 
warrant  you,  Tim  Timkins  never  seed  such 
a  thing,  I'll  be  sworn)  all  the  while,  aa  if 
a'  liked  to  hear  the  sound  of  it." 

*'  If  I'd  a  been  beside  him,"  said  Haael, 
«M'd  a  saved  him  that  trouble— only  I*d  a 
laid  it  into  another  part  of  him !" 

**  Ha,  ha,  ha !"  they  laughed— and  pre- 
sently  passed  on  to  ether  matters. 

«*  Hath  the  squire  been  doing  much  laldy 
in  parliament?^    inquired  the   sexton  o* 
Dickons. 

*»  Why,  yes— he*a  trying  liard  to  get  thai 
new  road  made  from  Harkley  Bndga  te 
Hilton."  * 

**Ah,  that  would  save  a  good  four  nuli^— " 

**  I  hear  the  papists  are  trying  to  get  tiie 
upper  hand  agauv— wVi\R^^<^\i^t<(s^^V^ 

and  iha  aexVMEi. 


♦TBI/ THOO SARD  A  YEAR 


'  «Tlie  squim  liath  lately  xtiade  m  speech 
ift  that  matter,  that  hath  fininhed  them,** 
taid  Dickons. 

**What  wonld  they  he  after!**  inquired 
^e  landlord  of  Dickons,  -with  all  present, 
thinking  great  things  of  him. 

**  They  say  they  wants  noth  ing  hut  what*8 
their  own,  and  liberty,  and  that  like.** 

*'  If  thou  wast  a  shepherd,  and  wert  to  be 
«sked  by  ten  or  a  dozen  wolves  to  let  them 
in  among  ^hy  flock  of  sheep,  they  saying 
how  kind  and  quiet  they  would  he  to  *em — 
wouId*8t  let  'em  in,  or  keep  'em  out--eh  t** 

**  Ay,,  ay — that  be  it — 'tis  as  true  as  gos- 
pel!"  said  the  clerk. 

^  So  you  ain't  to  have  that  old  sycamore 
dbwn,  after  all.  Master  Dickons!**  Inquired 
Tonson. 

*'No;  Miss  hath  carried  the  day  against 
tlM  squire  and  Mr.  Waters;  and  there  stands 
the  old  tree,  and  it  hath  to  be  looked  hetter 
after  than  jt^ere  before.'* 

'  **  Why  hath  Miss  taken  such  a  fancy  to 
k!    Tis  an  old  crazy  thing.'* 

**lf  thou  hadst  been  there  when  she  did 
heg,  as  I  may  say,  it's  life,**  replied  Dickons, 
with  a  little  energy — ^''  and  hadst  seen  her, 
and  heard  her  voice,  that  he  as  smooth  as 
eream,  thou  would'st  never  have  forgotten 
it^Icanitellthee!" 

^*  There  isn't  a  more  heautiful  lady  i*  th* 
oonity,  I  reckon,  than  the  squire's  sister!" 
inquired  the  sexton. 

.  ^  No,  nor  in  all  England :  if  there  he,  I'll 
lay  down  a  hundred  pounds.** 


M 
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8he  were  wi'  Phoebe  Williams  t'other  night, 

all  through  the  snow  and  i*  th'  dark.** 

*^  If  I'd  only  laid  hands  on  that  chap  !** 
intermpted  the  young  farmer,  her  rescuer. 

**  I  wonder  she  do  not  choose  some  one 
to  be  married  to  up  in  London,"  said  the 
fendlord. 

*' She'll  be  having  some  delicate  high 

ImWxj  chap,  I  reckon,  one  o'  these  fine 
ays,"  Slid  Hazel. 

**She  will  be  a  dainty  dish,  truly,  for 
whomever  God  gives  her  to,"  quoth  Dick- 


^  Ay  she  will,"  said  more  than  one ;  and 
there  was  a  slight  sound  as  of  smacking  of 
li|M. 

"  Now  to  my  mind,"  said  Tonson,  **  saving 
your  presence.  Master  Dickons,  I  know  not 
hof  young  madam  he  more  to  my  taste;  riie 
he  IB  a  manner  somewhat  fuller— plumper- 
like,  and  h(*r  skin  be  so  white,  and  her  hair 
ts  black  as  a  raven's." 

^  Thare^B  not  another  two  such  women  to 
^ ;  iouttd  in  the  world,"    said  DicVoia. 
Hen  Hector  suddenly  rose  up,  and  went  U>\  n»w  «iAiSbii^wm!^ti!^^nL^^t>i^^^ 


(he door,  where  he  stood  snuffiiig Uinli 
qutsitive  mmnner. 

**  Now,  what  do  that  dog  hear,  I  wonder!* 
qooth  Pumpkin,  curiously,  stooping  forward. 

*'  Blind  Bess,**  replied  Tonson,  winkiff 
his  eye  and  laughing.  Presently  there  wai 
a  sharp  rapping  at  the  door;  which  the  laal- 
lord  opened,  and  let  in  one  of  the  senmli 
horn  ttie  Hall,  his  clothes  white  with  soov, 
his  feoe  nearly  as  white  with  maniflBst  agi* 
tation. 

"Why,  man,  what*s  the  matter!**  ii- 
quired  Dickons,  stertled  by  the  man's  » 
pearance.    '*  Art  fri?htenecf  at  any  thin^r 

^  Oh,  Lord !  oh,  Lord  !*'  he  commenoed 

**  What  is  it,  man  !  Art  drunk  !  or  roadi 
— xor  frightened !  Take  a  drop  o*  drink,* 
said  Tonson.    But  the  roan  refused  it 

**0h,  my  friends,  sad  work  at  the  HaOf 

«•What^ithe  matter!"  cried  aHatoDBi^ 
rising  and  standing  round  the  new  comer. 

**  u  thou  he'st  drunk,  John,**  saki  Diel> 
ons,  sternly,  ^there*s  a  way  of  sobsrii| 
thee— mind  that." 

*'0h,  master  Dickons,  I  don*t  kmt 
what*s  come  to  me  for  grief  and  frigkl! 
Tlie  Squiie,  and  all  of  us,  are  to  be  torn 
outofVatton!** 

'•  fVhtar*  exclaimed  they  all  in  a  breiA. 

**T1iere*s  some  one  else  lays  claim  to  iL 
We  must  all  go!  OI|,  Lud!  oh,  Laif 
No  one  spoke  for  near  a  minute ;  and  e» 
stemation  was  written  on  e^rj  fhce. 

**  Sit  thee  down  here,  John,**  said  Dickosi 
at  length,  **and  let  us  hear  what  thoo  faMf 
to  say— or  thou  wilt  have  us  all  be  gmf 
up  in  a  hodv  to  the  Hall.** 

Having  forced  on  him  part  of  a  glatt  of 
ale,  he  began,— **  There  hath  beerrplaialf 
mischief  brewing  somewhere  this  naiT 
days,  as  I  could  tell  by  the  troobled  faeer^ 
the  squire ;  but  he  kept  it  to  hirosel  f.  Lai^ 
yer  Parkinson  and  another  have  b^Qp  li^|edy 
ooming  in  chaises  from  London ;  and  V 
night  ttie  squire  got  a  letter  that  hath  fiuiM 
ain  Such  trouble  there  were  last  rngbt 
with  the  squire,  and  yonng  madam  vd 
miss!  And  to-day  the  parson  came,  9ft 
were  a  long  while  alone  with  old  ma^ 
Aubrey,  who  hath  since  had  a  stroke,  ert 
fit,  or  something  of  that  like,  f  the  doelff' 
hath  been  there  all  day  from  Gruston,)  urf 
likewise  young  madam  hath  taken  to  kv 
bed  and  ib  ill.*^ 

**  And  what  of  the  squire  and  miss!"  to 
quired  some  one.  atW  all  had  maintainelt 
long  silence. 

**  Oh,  'twould  break  your  heart  to  m 
them ;"  said  the  man,  bursting  into  tatff? 
^they  are  both  as  pale  as  deatfi:  be  • 
ldi«aMv\  aATtcr«fa\>  Wt  auiet-like,  and  di 
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4f  Umm  pHBg  from  the  bediooiB  of  old  ium 

iftam  to  young  madam*8.  Nay,  aa*  there 
had  been  half  a  dozen  deaths  i*  the  house, 
'tc6uld  not  be  worse.  Neither  the  squire 
aor  miss  hath  touphed  food  the  whole  day !" 

There  was,  i(i  truth,  oot  a  dry  eye  ia  the 
soom,  nor  one  whose  voice  did  not  seem 
•omcwhat  obstructed  with  his  emotions. 

**  Who  told  about  the  squire^s  losing  the 
•state  V  inquired  Dickons. 

**  We  heard  of  it  but  an  hour  or  so  agone. 
Mr.  Parkinson  (it  seems  by  the  sauire's 
orders)  told  Mr.  Waters,  and  he  told  it  to 
us ;  naying  as  how  it  was  useless  to  keep 
such  a  thing  secret,  and  that  we  might  aH 
know  the  occasion  of  so  much  trouble.'* 

*«  Who*s^to  ha*  it  then,  instead  of  the 
•quire  t'*  at  length  inquired  Tonson,  in  a 
Toioe  half  choked  with  rage  and  grief. 

**  Lord  only  knows  at  present.  But  who- 
soever 'tis,  there  isn't  one  of  us  servants  but 
will  go  with  the  squire  and  his— if  it  be 
•Ten  to  prison.** 

«•  Tm  S(juire  jfu^ev*j  gamekeeper,**  quoth 
Tonson,  his  eye  kindling  as  his  countenance 
darkened.  ^'  It  shall  go  hard  if  any  one 
else  e*er  hath  a  same—** 

*«  But  if  there's  law  in  the  land,  sore  the 
Instiee  mast  be  wi'  the  squire— 4ie  and  his 
nmily  have  had  it  so  long,**  said  one  of  the 
Gumers. 


««ni  tellyoa  what,jiiBater8,**8aid  Poip 

kin,  *'  I  shall  be  somewhat  better  pleasei 
when  Higgs  here  hath  got  tliat  old  creatim 
safe  under  sround.** 

*^ Blind  Bess!**  exclaimed  Tonson,  widi 
a  very  serious,  not  to  say  disturbed  coii|i- 
tenance. .  '*  I  wonder— sure !  sure !  th|l 
old  witcQ  can  have  had  no  hand  i»  wti 
this " 

**  Poor  old  soul,  not  she !  There  be  at 
such  things  as  witches  now-a-days,**  ex- 
claimed Hi2gs.  ^  Not  she,  I  warrant  met 
She  hath  oeen  ever  befriended  t^y  the 
Squire*s  family.    She  do  it!** 

**The  sooner  we  get  her  un^Ier  gronnl, 
for  all  that,  the  better,  say  I  !**  quoth  To^ 
son,  vehemently  striking  his  hand  on  tlie 
table. 

**The  parson  hath  a  choice  sermon  «p 
the  ^  Flying  Away  of  Riches,*  **  said  Higge, 
in  a  quaint,  sad  manner;  "*tis  to  be  bo|iid 
he'll  preach  from  it  the  next  Sunday.'* 

Soon  after  this  the  little  party  dispersed, 
each  oppressed  with  greater  grief  and 
amazement  than  he  had  ever  known  befoie. 
Bad  news  fly  swiftly — and  that  which  hpiA 
just  eome  from  the  Hall,  within  a  very  few 
hours  of  its  having  been  told  at  the  Aubs^f 
Arms,  had  spread  grief  and  consternation 
among  high  and  low  for  many  mj^es  round 
Yatton. 


CHAPTER  VIL 


Would  you  have  believed  it  1  Notwith- 
tftanding  all  that  had  happened  between 
Titmouse  and  Tagrag,  they  positively  got 
teeonciled  to  oneanouier— a  triuinphant  re- 
eolt  of  the  astute  policy  of  Mr.  Gammon. 
As  soon  as  he  had  heard  Titmouse's  infu- 
listed  account  of  his  ignominions  expulsion 
Irom  Satin  Lodge  he  burst  into  a  fit  ot  hearty 
but  gentle  laughter,  which  at  leng^  subsi- 
ded into  an  inward  chuckle  that  lasted  the 
rest  of  the  day :  and  which  was  ooeasioned, 
first,  by  gratification  at  the  impression 
which  his  own  sagacity  had  evidently  pro- 
duced upon  the  powerful  mind  of  Titmouse; 
neoondly,  by  an  exquisite  appreciation  of 
the  mingled  meanness  and  stupidity  of  Tag- 
*  PW.  I  dQn*t  mean  it  to  be  understood,  that 
^  Titmoose  had  given  Mr.  Gammon  such  a 
lerse  and  clear  accoant  of  the  matter  as  I 
jpagpae  mj:fd£  to  baregiwen  to  mj  read- 


er; but  still  he  told  quite  enough  to  pal 
Mr.  Gammon  in  foil  possession  of  the  tcne 
state  of  the  case.  Good :  but  then-  4<i 
stantly  reflected  Gammon — what  aie  we 
now  to  do  with  Titmoose  1— where  wm 
that  troublesome  little  ape  to  be  caged,  t^ 
it  suited  the  puipose  of  his  promieloin 
(as  Messrs.  Qoirx,  Chunmon,  ana  Hn9|i 
might  surely  be  called,  for  they  had  eauglit 
him,  as  however,  they  might  fail  to 
him)  to  let  him  looee  upon  society*  toi 
and  astonish  it  by  his  antics  1  Thai 
the  question  oocupying  the  thoughts  of  A|r* 
Gammon,  while  his  calm,  clear  gny  efi 
was  fixed  upon  Titmouse,  apparently  vefry 
attentive  to  what  he  was  saying.  TittlelMit 
had  first  told  the  story  of  his  wrongs  to 
Snapi  who  uMtUk^^^  i^Vilwv^  V\%  >D»ste> 
sttff  CEestod  in  uiiieVEnsfnX^X  ^^  e\«eaMMK<k 
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if  Titmoase^  ^t  Htm  Somewhat  tternly  |  inealcnlable  IM,  tod  mtgfat  camiait  liimi^f 


poob-pooh-poohed  !**  by  Mr.  Ganunaa  aa 
'iTKm  as  he  heard  of  l>--§nap  thereat afaru^- 
J&ng  his  shoulders  with  a  disooncerted  air, 
nEut  a  bitter  sneer  upon  his  sharp  hard  face.^ 
Like  many  men  of  little  but  aetiye  minds 
i  early  drilled  to  particular  callings,  Snap 
'was  equal  to  the  mechanical  conduct  of  bu- 
siness— the  n^ere  work  of  the  machinery — ; 
'but,  as  the  phrase  is,  could  nerer  see  an  inch 
k^yond  his  nose.    iSvery  pet^  conjuncture 
'  of  circumstances  that  admitted  of  litigation, 
'at  once  suggested  its  expediency  without 

S»ference  to  other  considerations,  or  comiec- 
on  with,  or  subordination  to,  any  general 
^purpose  or  plan  of  action.    A  creature  of 
* WaU  impulses,  he  had  no  idea  of  ibreffoing 
a  momentary  advantage  to  secure  an  uUerior 
'  cbject — which,  in  fact,  he  could  not  keep 
'ibr  a  moment  before  his  thoughts,  so  as  to 
^liare  any  influence  on  his  morements. — 
\Vhat  a  different  man,  now,  was  Gammon? 
To  speak  after  the  manner  of  physiolo- 
ts,  several  of  my  characters — ITitmouse, 
r,  ^with  his  amiable  wife  and  dauj^h- 
l8r,>  Huckaback,  Snap,  and  old  Quirk  him- 
'Mf-— may  be  looked  on  as  reptiles  of  a  low 
border  in  the  scale  of  bein?,  whose  8im])lf* 
structures  almost  one  dash  of  the  knife 
^ wduid  stffica  to  lay  thoroughly  open.  Gam- 
mon, however,  I  look  upon  as  of  a  much- 
higher  order,  possessing  a  far  more  compli- 
cated structure,  adapted  to  the  discharge  of 
superior  functions;  and  who,  consequently, 
requireth  a  more  careful  dissection.     But 
let  it  not  be  supposed  that  I  have  yet  done 
with  any  of  my  characters. 

Gammon  saw  that  Tagrag,  under  proper 

management,  might  be  made  very  useful. 

He  was  a  moneycMl  man ;  and,  after  his  sort, 

mn  ambitious  man.    He  had  an  only  child, 

a  daughter,  and  if  Htmouse  and  he  ceuld 

only  be  by  any  means  once  more  brought 

'tllgsther  and  a  firm  friendship  oeihented 

'  between  them.  Gammon  saw  sevorri  very 

^profitable  uses  to  which  such  an  intimacy 

'''might  be  turned,  in  the  happening  of  any 

*  of  several  contingencies  which  he  contem- 

'  plated  as  poostbk.     In  tlie  event,  for  in- 

>  vtanee,  of  larger  outlays  of  money  bekig 

''fequired  than  suited  the  convenience  of  the 

f  Ibni^-'^ould  not  Tagrag  be  easily  brought 

f  to  'ae^ommedats  his  future  eon-in-law  of 

-  tf  tO^OOO  a  yeart    Suppose,  for  instance, 

» lltoi  after  all,  theif  ease  should  break  down, 

«n<}  all  their  paios,  exertions  and  expendi- 

*'  Vtre  be  utterly  thrown  away.   Now,  if  Tag- 

^ftg  eonld  be  oaietly  brought  some  fine  day 

^  io  the  pointer  either  making  some  aetuai 


too  hi. 

**  You  forget.  Gammon,**  aaid  Quirk,  *I 
don't  fear  this  girl  of  Tagrag*a  because 
only  let  Titmouse  see— hero,'*  he  sudderiy 
paused,  and  looked  a  httle  eonfused. 

**To  be  sure— I  see,**  replied  Ganami 
quietly,  and  the  thin?  pnaoed  off.  **ir 
either  Miss  Quirk  or  Miss  Tagrag*  becoma 
Mrs.  Titmouse,'*  thought  Gammon,  ^'I  lii 
not  the  man  I  take  myself  for.** 

A  few  days  after  Titmoase^s  expuhka  | 
from  Satin  Lodge,  without  his  ever  hariB 
gone  near  Tagrag's  pTemiaes  in  Oxm 
Street,  or,  in  short,  seen  or  heard  any  tiin| 
about  him,  or  any  one  connected  with  Im, 
he  removed  to  small,  but  very  resppctabie 
lodgings  in  the  neighbourhood  of  HaUoi 
Garden,  provided  for  him  by  Mr.  Quiil. 
Mrs.  Squallop  was  quite  affected  while  ib 
took  leave  of  Titmouse,  who  gave  her  hi 
sixpence  to  take  his  two  boxes  doun  8t2dn 
to  the  coach  drawn  up  opposite  to  Ij^a- 
trance  of  Closet  Court. 

^  Pve  always  felt  like  a  mother  tovai^ 
you,  sir,  in  my  humble  vray,"  sahi  Bfifi 
Squallop  in  a  very  reapeeifbl  mannei,  ui 
courtesying  profoundly. 

**  A — I've  not  got  anv  small  silver  t>y  at 
my  good  woman,"  s^d  Titmouse  wiiki 
fine  air,  as  he  drew  on  his  ^white  kid  gloft 
<*  Lord,  Mr.  Titmouse !"  said  the  womu, 
almost  bursting  into  tears,  **  I  wasn't  aski^ 
for  money,  neither  for  me  nor  mine— caly 
one  can't  help,  as  it  were,  feeling  at  partiB{ 
with  an  old  lodger."  ' 

"  Ah— ya-ras — and  all  that  I  Well,  uj 
good  woman,  good  day." 

•*  Good-by,  sir — God  bless  you,  an' 
you're  going  to  be  a  rich  man—excuse  m, 
sir."  And  she  seized  his  hand  and  shook 
it. 

"  You're  a— devilish  —  impudent— vo^ 
man — 'pon  my  soul !"  exelaimed  'Ktmouii. 
his  featuroa  filled  with  amazement  at  <k> 
presumption  of  which  she  had  bees  fiultji 
and  he  strode  down  the  stairs  with  an  ak  if 
offended  dignity. 

**  Well — I  never ! — T\ai  for  yoo.  yw  fr 
•tie  brute,"  said  Mrs.  Squallop,  snafpof 
her  fingers  as  soon  as  she  had  heard  hi 
last  step  on  Ae  stairs-—**  kind  or  cmel,  th 
all  one  to  you ;  you're  a  nasty  jackamrpi>« 
only  fit  to  stand  in  a  tailor's  window  t> 
show  his  clothes— and  I'll  be  sworn  y«fl 
come  to  no  good  in  the  end !  Let  youWs 
rich  as  you  may,  you*ll  always  be  the  ftii 
yon  always  were  r' 

Had  the  good  woman  been  fkmiliar  «A 
the  Night  Thoughts  of  Yoimo',  she  aii^ 


^twiee,  or  entering  into  seeurity  for  Tit-   ^.  ,  _       „         . _,  _.^ 

''mauee-'-^Lb  !  that  would  do-~that  tnoiild  do^Wav^  tncmA^ft^V^snfiKaomAwhat  leririjv 

^'0aid  ho^  Qahk  and  Gsmmofi.    Bui  lliftfi\ n^iwt  o^VCv^— 

'^Btosuss  wa»  m  tery  onsale  vnMramsstr-^ti  \  «•  t\«n»%  ^%  \fti.iriwit<Ktti  ,^i>s«etii  vniirfi.<^<l^' 


THI  THaU9ANi»  4  YMR* 


Iff! 


b»  wajt  v^  <BMk  wmi  te  nflcC 


WfnmkdB  %n  pynaMi  lit  vitai^** 

inking  for  a  moment,  with  a  kind 

f mpaUiy,  of  certain  other  cbarac- 

hiatoryl — Well !  but  let  us  pass 

ter  Titmouse  had  got  settled  in 
^,  Mr.  Gammon  cafied  upon  him, 
ning,  and  took  a  cup  of  tea  with 
!ir  conyersation  very  naturally 
nTagrasr. 

a  stupid,  vulgar  brute,  I  own,'* 
unon;  ^^I  never  came  near  his 

rticular — nncommon— devilish!*' 
a,  ha !  the^beauty  of  such  things 
3n  of  supenor  mind  make  such 
IS  Taffrag  their  mere  puppets  and 
^-ana  always  get  wnat  they 
i  them  in  spite  of  themselves." 
res — ^to  be  sure !  Clever  fellows ! 
Do  'era — ^fools — quite!  Nasty 
^rag — I  were  too  much  for  him, 
ml,  ha, ha!" 

I  certainly  admirably  managed, 
r!  But  now  could  it  be  other- 
oen  Mr.  Titmouse  and  such  a  fel- 
prag!" 

fid  him  hollow ! — Glad  I've  done 
though." 

10,  my  dear  'Htmonse— not  if 
ingle  grain  to  be  got  out  of  him." 
[don't  know,  sir;  brute — ^vulgar 
ive  a  pound  to  a  big  fellow  to 

a  little  suprised,  Mr.  Titmouse," 
non,  gravely,  "  that  you  have  not 
1  how  to  take  a  real  and  effectual 
I  such  wretches.'* 
jrou  show  me  how  to  be  revenged 
id  ni  learn  fast  enough ;  'pon  no- 
ill!"  replied  Titmouse  eagerly, 
make  bim  brankniptt" 
jar  sir,  the  scheme  I  have  in  view 
:  even  that  object  if  we  choose ; 
ne  much  more  important,  and  at 
ime  benefit  you,^* 
is  it  sirl'*^  inquired  Titmouse, 

see  the  old  sinner  dotes  on  his 

and,  indeed,  so  I  suspect  does 

else,"  added  Gammon,  with  a  sly 

i  glancing  through  it  very  keenly 


ing  me,  sir,  I  kuppose,  which,  'pon 
not  the  feet !  Eugh !  Don't  like 
tcr  women  in  the  market,  if  one's 
»T  enough  to  go  to  market  with." 
na,  ha! — Capital!  Admirably 
dear  Titmouse!  But  now,  snp- 
rcTO  topreiend  a  passion  for  her.** 


HButif  I  sake  lofe  in  ^ihtrn  hs*n  main  ^ 
me   mairy  in  earnest— <eh!    Won't  het 
Isn't  that  the  law  1" 

*«  Indeed,  indeed,  it  is  not !  Leave  that 
to  me!  I  feel  towards  yoa  as  towards  a 
younger  broUier— and  have  ever  since  I  first 
took  up  your  cause,  I  assure  you— 1  would 
rather  lay  down  a  thousand  pounds  than  see 
vou  mairy  that  little  wretch ;  but  you  see, 
if  you  could  only  make  Mr.  Tagrag  (kink 
you  loved  and  would  marry  her,  we  conld 
turn  it  to  some  advantage— we  could  woriB 
it  for  your  advantage— but  all  would  d^ 
pend  upon  your  discretion.  I'msuie  yon 
understand  me,  my  dear  Titmouse  1"  inqui* 
red  Gammon,  looking  very  significantly  at 
Titmouse,  and  pouring  himself  out  another  • 
cup  of  tea. 

*'  Oh !  genuine — ^y-e-eni,"  said  Titmouse, 
hesitatingly;  not,  however,  having  the  faint* 
est  notion  of  wluit  was  intendedTto  be  oodp- 
veyed  to  him  by  his  plausible  companion.. 
He  was  the  only  person  on  earth  with  whom  , 
Titmouse  felt  completely  at  home  and  at  his 
ease,  as  in  the  presence  of  a  tuperioTf  nn> 
doubtedly;  but  then  one  so  kind,  and  gentle, 
and  interested  in  his  welfare ! 

**I  knew.  Titmouse,  that  you  would,  as 
you  always  do.  Your  natural  acuteness— 
eh?    You  A>  see  it  all,  I  know."  * 

«*  He,  he,  he ! — to  be.  sure !  Ah,  Mr.  Gam- 
mon!* 'Pon  my  life — you're  devilish  deep! 
I  see  it  all  now !"  and  he  winked  his  eye, 
and  put  hhi  finger  to  the  tip  of  his  nose,  and 
gave  himself  no  further  trouble  about  at 
tempting  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of 
Gammon. 

*«  Now,  you  see,  V\\  call  on  old  Tagrag. 
and  set  all  to  rights." 

**  frighten  hmi,  ehl  In  coutm  yott*n 
frighten  him  horridly— that's  the  way,  'pon 
honour,  to  go  to  work  with  Tsgrag;  the 
old  scamp  !^ 

*^  Trust  me,  I'll  humble  him,  and  get  a 
proper  apology  from  him :  if  I  don't"  con- 
tinued Gammon,  with  much  energy  and 
feeling— **  vou  never  again  darken  his  doors; . 
for  I  nope  1  know  what  is  due  to  the  injured 
honour  of  a  eentleman  who  has  put  himself 
intamy  hands." 

«*Ah!  I  should  think  so!"  echoed  Tit- 
mouse, shaking  his  head  with  a  veij  injured 
and  indignant  air,  and  running  his  fingers 
through  his  hair.  "  But  what  will  you  say 
to  him  about  my  humbugging  him  in  the  way 
Idid?— EhV 

«*0h,  I'll  pass  that  off,  yon*lI  see!  I 
shall  tell  him  'twas  all  a  trick  of  your*  W 
try  the  love  of  Miss  Tagrag." 

••  Oh !  capital !— capital!  Ton  my  sofoi 
and  life,  cap\t»\\"  <5r«^  T\Xwi«ws  ^"^ 


great  glee— ^^l!lxc«»fcm^^t.^S««s«MJ»^>>^ 
I youWt  gov a^MiA^Vm  f*io«^'t%  wr^N  w*\ 


lit 


TliN  tfidlfSAMI^  A  TfiAm 


1  flnppose  I  shsll  hnre  to  go  to  his  House— 
liis  Lodge,  as  he  calls  it  i  Eagh !  how  I 
hate  the  sight  of  it,  to  be  sure  !** 

'  **  What  does  it  signify,  my  dear  sir,  for 
jfsur  purposes  1" 

'  ^And  1  shall  have  to  shake  hands  with  the 
beast.  Ton  my  life,  Pd  as  lief  touch  a  toad !" 

**  But  when  you  reflect  all  the  while  how 
jou*Te  doing  him,  my  dear  sir— doing  him 
•o  gloriously — '* 

'  *  There's  something  in  that,  to  be  sure. 
But,  gad !  I  shall  feel  fit  to  spit  in  his  face 
when  I  see  him.  He  collarea  me !  Cuss 
him!  he  tore  ray  best  coat  all  down  the 
back — said  I  was  a  cussed  scamp.  My 
eyes !  Is  that  to  be  borne  by  a  gentleman ! 
To  be  sure—" 

**  Squeeze  you're  lemon  before  you  throw 
it  sMray,  Titmouse !  There's  a  Uttle  juice 
to  be  ffot  out  of  Taflrrag  yet" 

**  You  say  youMl  manage  it  all,  to  begin 
with,  and  all  thaft— didn't  you,  Mr.  Gam- 
mon!" 

**0h,  certainly;  leave  it  in  my  hands. 
If  there's  one  thing  more  than  another  that 
I  can  pique  myself  upon,  it  is  in  talking 
over  a  fool  when  one's  any  thing  to  gain 
from  him,  Mr.  Titmouse." 

**«Ha,  ha,  ha ! — Yes !  you  are  a  hand  at 
that — and  Tagrag  will  soon  feel  it.  Shall 
you  have  a  word  or  two  with  the  gal  t  •Ton 
my  soul,  1  am  a  little  sorry  for  A«r.  The 
cal  really  loved  me,  and  no  mistake,"  said 
Titmouse,  cocking  his  head  conceitedly, 
and  running  his  fingers  through  his  hair. 

**Pho!  pho!  my  dear  sir!"  said  Gam- 
mon, leaninflr  back  and  laughing. 
*  ♦*  Ha,  hut  It's  »o,  Mr.  Gammon ;  'pon  my 
■oul,  a  bite  at  first  sight;  such  things  do 
happen— eh !    Never  read  of  them !" 

**Ah,  ha,  ha! — Really  this  tickles  me 
more  than  all !  Miss  Ta^n^g  in  love  with 
Mr.  Tiulebat  Titrooase !  Your  goodness  of 
heart,  Mr.  7*itmouse— your  (Plicate  and 
sensitive  nature  leads  you  astray." 

«*  Why,  was  it  a  take-in  ?  5f o,  cuss  it ! 
I  should  have  found  it  out.  No,  by  George ! 
she  loved  me  at  first  sight,  and  no  mistauce, 
and  couldn't  eat  any  dinner." 
.  **Sbe  was  trifling  with  you,  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse," said  Gammon,  gravely ;  *'  and  you 
must  take  a  proper  revenge,  bv  trifling  with 

"  Ah,  ta  be  sure !  tit  for  tat  all  the  worl^ 
aver.  So,  'twas  a  take-in  1  How  I  hate 
her !  An  impudent  baggage !  Lord,  when 
I  keep  my  carriage,  won't  I  make  a  point 
of  dnving  slowly  past  Satin  Lodge;  for,  in 
mmne,  I  shall 
cornea  to  pass." 


drop  'em  all  when   that 


that  comas  lo  paw!  To-mofnnr  I  iihan  «| 

on  Tagrag,  and  arrange  your  reconciliatiot; 
and  tlMttt  probably,  m  wiU  call  cm  you— if 
not,  yon  will  call  on  him — and  I  leare  bia 
in  yoiir  hands!  Good  ixight,  my  dear  Ti^ 
mouse— ffood  night!" 

** Good  night!"  replied  Titmoase,  and  n 
a  moment  or  two  he  was  left  alone,  nurataf 
his  rage  against  Tagrag  and  his  family— 
particularly  indignant  towards  Miss  Tagiaf 
— and  trying  hard,  every  now  and  then,  (• 
remember  whai  was  to  be  the  advantan 
resulting  from  the  reconciliation  on  whia 
Gammon  had  insisted  ao  urgently;  bit 
having  tried  in  vain,  at  length  he  gave  ^ 
the  task  in  despair,  fearing  that,  howenr 
perfect  were  all  his  other  mental  facdtia, 
nis  memory  was  not  as  8tro^gr  as  be  cooM 
wish.  If  the  reader  can  recollect,  ht  w3 
have  an  extraordinary  memory.  • 

The  next  day  Mr.  Gammon  wended  Idi 
way  towards  Oxford  Street,  and  sooo  i» 
troduced  himself  once  more  to  Mr.  Tagia^ 
who  was  standing  leaning  against  one  if 
the  counters  in  his  shop  in  a  musing  im» 
tion,  with  a  pen  behind  hia  ear,  and  hii 
hands  in  his  breeches  pockets.  Ten  dan 
had  elapsed  since  he  had  expelled  the  liffii 
impostor  Titmouse  from  Satin  Lodge,  ut 
during  that  interval,  he  had  neither  aea 
nor  heard  any  thing  whatever  of  him.  Oi 
now  catching  the  first  glimpse  of  Mr.  Ga» 
mon,  he  started  from  nis  musing  postmb 
not  a  little  disconcerted,  and  agritation  ofa* 
spread  his  coarse,  deeply- pitted  face  witkt 
tallowy  hue.  What  was  in  the  wind !  Ml 
Gammon  coming  to  him,  so  long  after  whit 
had  occurred  1  Mr.  Gammon,  who,  hafitf 
found  out  his  error,  had  discarded  T» 
mouse  1  Tagrag  had  a  mortal  dread  d 
Gammon,  who  seemed  to  him  to  glide  lib 
a  dangerous  snake  into  the  shop,  so  qoiel^ 
and  9f  deadly !  There  was  something  • 
calm  and  imperturbable  in  his  demeanouc,* 
blandly  crafty,  so  ominously  gentle  and  ifh 
in  the  tone  of  his  voice,  so  penetratiiif  il 
his  eye,  and  he  could  throw  such  an  infeml 
smile  over  his  features.  Tagrag  might  li 
likened  to  the  ox,  suddenly  shuddering  aski 
perceives  the.  glistening  folds  of  the  rattle 
snake  noiselessly  moving  towards,  oramoi 
him,  in  the  long  grass.  One  glimpse  of  Ml 
blastinff  beauty  of  hue. — ^Hofror !  all  is  ova 

If  the  splendid  bubble  of  Titrooov^ 
fortune  had  burst  in  the  manner  whick  ki 
had  represented,  why  Gammon  here  O0f  ^ 
It  was  with,  in  truth,  a  very  poor  sboVif 
contempt  and  defiance  that,  in  answer  H 
the  bland  salutation  of  Gammon*  Mr.  Ttt 


^n^  led  the  way  down  the  shop  inlt  m 
I  attoa'J  ihivk  so !  Bat  believe  me,  m^  \\\\x\e  \ooia  hi\v\^  V^  V^^tv.  the^  fps^^J^ 
#MrsiV/'sajd  Gammon,  rising  and  pTepaT\i\^\aK3icVv  ^t^  «»Xtao\^vx«x^  ^-cwvxswxv^^^ 
•  go,  "  there's  a  yast  deal  to  be  dolleWole\c»mIi%•^^^xwwa»  wx^lowBfcx 
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'  \OaTnmon  ftammfinced  In  a  mild  tone, 
with  every  startling  representation  of  the 
criminal  liability  which  Tagrag  had  incur- 
red by  his  wanton  outr^^  upon  Mr.  'Pit- 
mouse,  his  own  fifuest,  in  violation  of  all  the 
laws  of  hospitality.  Tagrag  furiously  al- 
leged the  imposition  which  had  been  prao> 
VBed  on  him  by  Titmouse;  but   seemed 

Suite  collapsed  when  Gammon  assured  him 
!lat  that  circumstance  would  not  afford  him 
the  sligrhtest  justification.   Having  satisfied 
Tagrig  that  he  was  entirely  at  Uie  mercy 
of  Titmouse,  who  might  subject  him  to 
both  fine  and  imprisonment,  Mr.  Gammon 
proceeded  to  open  his  eyes  to  their  widest 
•tare  of  amazement  by  assuring  htm  that 
Titmouse  had  been  hoaxing  him,  and  that 
he  was  really  in  the  dazaling  position  in 
which  he  had  been  first  represented  by  Gam- 
mon to  Tagrag,  that  every  week  brought 
him  nearer  to  the  full  and  nncontrolled  en- 
joyment of  an  estate  in  Yorkshire,  worth 
dSlO.OOOa  year  at  the  very  lowest ;  that  it 
was  becoming  an  object  of  great  anxiety  to 
them  (Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap) 
to  keep  him  cut  of  the  hands  of  money-lend- 
ers, who,  as  usual  in  such  cases,  had  al- 
feady  scented  out  their  victim,  and  so  forth. 
Tagrag  turned  very  white,  and  felt  sick  at 
heart  in  the  midst  of  all  his  wonder.  Oh,  and 
his  daughter  had  lost  the  golden  prize !  and 
feou^h  Ms  misconduct!     He  could  have 
•unk  into  the  cellar !    That  he  (Gammon) 
eo«jld  n'>t  account  for  the  singular  eondoct 
of  Mr.  Titmouse  on  the  melancholy  occa- 
sion in  question,  except  by  referring  it  to 
the  excellent  wines  which  he  had  too  freely 
partaken  of  at  Satin  Lodge,  added  (said 
€rammon,  with  an  inimitable  expression  of 
features  that  perfectly  fascinated  Tagrag) 
to  a  **  certain  tender  mfioence''  w)^h  had 
fiiiriy    laid    prostrate  the  faculties  of  the 
youn?  and  enthusiastic  Titmouse,  that  there 
eould  be  no  doubt  of  his  real  motive  in  the 
conduct  alluded  to,  namely,  a  desire  to  test 
the    sincerity  and    disinterestedness    of  a 
**  certain  person^s'*  attachment,  before  he  let 
all  his  fond  and  passionate  feelings  go  out 
towards  her— (at  this  point  the  perspiration 
burst  from  every  pore  in  the.  body  of  poor 
l^grag) — and  no  one  oonM  deplore  the  un- 
expected iHsne  of  his  little  experiment  so 
lAuch  "as  Titmouse. 

Tagrag,  really,  for  a  moment,  scarcely 
knew  where  he  watf,  who  was  with  him, 
nor  whether  he  stood  on  his  head  '^r  heels  so 
delightful  and  entirely  unexpected  was  th^ 
issoe  of  Mr.  Gammon*8  visit.  As  soon  as  his 
faculties  had  somewhat  recovered  themselves 
Irom  their  temporary  obfuscarion,  almost 
breathless,  he  assured  C^aranion  that  no 
#wai9/  in  the  whole  eoaneofhislife  had  oo- 
utedAim  ittchpoifpmtttmgmnM  hk  tvn^ 


ment  of  Titmouae  tm  the  occasion  In  qtiait 
tion ;  that  he  had  undoubtedly  followed  m^ 
wittingly  ^the  example  of  Titmouse,  and 
drunk  far  more  than  his  usual  quantity  of 
wine;  besides  which  he  had  undoubtedly 
noticed,  as  had  Mrs.  T.,  the  state  of  things 
between  Mr.  Titmouse  and  his  daughter- 
talking  of  whom,  by  the  way,  he  could  as 
sure  Mr.  Gammon  that  they  had  both  been 
ill  ever  since  that  unfortunate  evening,  and 
had  never  ceased  to  condemn  his  monstrous 
condacL  As  for  his  daughter,  she  was 
growing  thinner  and  thinnef  every  day,  and 
he  thought  he  must  send  her  to  the  eountiy 
for  a  short  time. 

To  all  this  Mr.  Gammon  listened  with  a 
calm,  delightflil,  sympathising  look,  that 
quite  transported  Tagrag,  and  satisfied  him 
that  Mr.  Gammon  implicitly  believed  every 
word  that  was  being  said  to  him.  Bat 
when  he  proceeded  to  assure  Tagrag  that 
this  visit  of  his  had  been  undertalien  at  ths 
earnest  instance  of  Mr.  Titmouse  himselfi 
(who,  by  the  way,  had  removed  to  lodgings 
which  would  do  for  the  present,  so  as  they 
were  only  near  to  their  office,  for  the  poi^ 
pose  of  frequent  commnnication  on  mattes 
of  business  between  him  and  their  fimi«) 
who  had  urged  him,  Mr.  Gammon,  to  ten- 
der the  olive-branch,  in  the  devout  hops 
that  it  miglit  be  accepted,  Tagrag*s  excito* 
ment  knew  scarce  any  bounds;  and  hs 
could  almost  have  started  into  the  shop,  and 
given  orders  to  his  shopmen  to  sell  every 
article  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  one  and  s 
half  per  cent,  under  what  they  had  bsea 
selling  before !  Mr.  Gammon  wrote  down 
Titmouse's  direction*  and  assured  Mr.  Tag> 
rag  that  a  call  from  him  would  be  crratefuU^ 
received  by  Mr.  Titmouse.  **  There's  fl!s 
accounting  for  these  things,  Mr.  Tagrag,  is 
th'^re  !*'  said  Mr.  Gammon,  with  an  areh 
smile,  as  he  prepared  to  depart— Tagrag 
squeezing  his  hands  with  painful  energy  as 
^Gammon  bade  him  adieu,  saying  he  should 
not  be  himself  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  and 
bowing  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Gammon  dowo 
the  shop  with  as  profound  an  obsequious* 
ness  as  if  he  had  bf^en  the  Duke  of  Welling, 
ton  or  the  lord  high  chancellor.  As  soon 
as  Gammon  had  got  fairly  in  the  street,  and 
to  a  safe  distince,  he  burst  into  little  gentls 
paroxysms  of  laughter,  every  now  and  then, 
that  lasted  him  till  he  had  regained  his 
office  in  Saffron  Hill. 

The  motive  soboldly  and  skilfully  suggest- 
ed by  Gammon  to  Tagrag,  as  the  impelling  ^ 
Titmouse  to  seek  a  reconciliation  withhim* 
was  greedily  entertained  by  Tagrag.  'TIS 
certainly  easy  for  a  man  to  believe  wh^^^  ^ 
wtshea  to  Vw»  tnai^.  ^N Vk\x.  ^wj  vck^^^^Ms^ 
that  Tai^n^,  \o^fv^  oi^'j  wft  ^^i^^ 
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iwlly  HA  lore  with  thelMitt  and  lioliMl 
crgies  of  his  nature,)  namely,  his  daoghter; 
and  lietie^tng  her  to  he  poeaesaed  of  qnali- 
ties  calculated  to  excite  eTcr?  one*s  loTe«— 
should  hdieve  that  she  had  inspired  Tit- 
moose  with  the  passion  of  which  he  had 
Just  heen  hearing — a  passion  that  was  eon* 
auming  him,  that  could  not  be  quenched  by 
even    the    gross   and    aatrageoos^-*->Bot 


frugh!  /ilo/Tagrag  shuddered  to  think  of. 
He  clapped  hisnat  on  his  head,  and  atarted 
offtoThmouse^s  lodgings,  and  fortunately 
eaoght  that  gentleman  just  as  he  was  going 
out  to  dinner.  If  Tagrag  had  been  a  keen 
obserrer,  he  could  haraly  have  failed  todia- 
eorer  aversion  towarda  himself  written  in 
every  feature  and  gesture  of  Titmouse;  and 
also  how  difficult  it  was  to  be  conpealed. 
Bot  his  eagerness  overbore  every  thing; 
and  took  Titmouse  quite  by  storm.  Before 
Tagrag  had  done  with  him,  he  had  oblttera^ 
ted  every  trace  of  resentment  in  his  little 
firiend*s  bosom.  Thoroughly  as  Gammon 
thought  he  had  prepared  him  fortheencouii- 
IBT,  arm^  him  at  all  points— Hwaa  of  no 
acvail.  Tagrag  poured  such  a  monstroas 
quantity  <»  flummery  down  the  gaping 
mouth  and  insatiate  throat  of  the  little  ani- 
mal, as  at  length  produced  its  desired 
eflPeet.  Pew  can  resist  flattery,  howerer 
coarsely  administered;  but  for  Titmouse, 
he  felt  the  soft  fluid  deliciously  insinuating 
itself  into  every  crevice  of  hislittie  nature, 
for  which  it  seemed,  indeed,  to  hare  a  pe- 
imliar  affinity:  'twas  a  balm,  'twas  an 
opiate,  soothing  his  wounded  pride,  lubri- 
eating  all  his  inner  man;  nay«  flooding  it, 
80  as  at  length  to  extinguish  entirply  the 
▼ery  small  glimmering  apark  of  diseem- 
ment  which  natnre  had  lit  m  him.  ^  To  be 
foreuHirfierf  is  to  be  foreormcif,**  aaya  the 
prorerb ;  but  it  was  not  verified  in  the  pre- 
sent instance.  Titmoose  would  have  dined 
at  Satin  Lodge  on  the  very  next  Sunday,  in 
accordauee  with  the  very  pressing  invita-' 
tlona  of  Tagrag,  but  that  he  happened  to  re- 
collect having  engaored  hims^f  to  dine  that 
evening  vnth  Mr.  Quirk,  at  his  residence  in 
OambCTwell — Alibi  House.  As  I  have 
already  intimated  in  a  previous  part  of  this 
history,  that  most  respectable  old  gentle- 
man, Mr.  Quirk,  with  the  shrewdness  nata- 
ffal  to  him,  and  which  Imd  been  quickened 
by  his  great  experience,  had  soon  seen 
throni2:h  the  ill-contrived  and  worse  eonjceal- 
ed  designs  upon  Titmouse  of  Tagrag ;  and 
0  justly  considered  that  the  aurest  metfiod  of 
lenderinfr  them  abortive  would  be  to  fami- 
JJarize  Titmouse  with  a  superior  style  of 
things;  saeh  as  were  to  be  feunil  ai  XV\\a 
ffoaae^-andti  mare  lovely  and  nttiact^ve  c^ 
'MfoT  his  hfist  affections  in  Miaa  QwiA-- 
M  ilairk^  the  \\mf^  of  whuee  Mwyn^^MA 


aeeompliehments  ehoeld  inetantly 
the  imiu{e  of  that  poor,  feeble*  vulear  ac^ 
tore.  Miss  Tagrag;  for  Sjuoh  old  Quiik 
knew  her  to  m^  though  he  had,  in  fac^ 
never  for  a  moment  aet  eyes  upon  her.  Mi; 
Tagrag  looked  rather  blank  at  hearing  dT 
tlie  party  there  was  to  be  at  Alibi  Hoqm^ 
and  that  Titmouse  was  to  be  introduced  li 
the  only  daughter  of  Mr.  Quirk,  and  eouU 
not,  for  the  life  of  him,  ahatain  from  dnf* 
ping  aomething,  vague  and  indiatinct  to  si 
sure,  about  **  entrapping  iinauBpecting  iaso* 
cence,**  and  *'intereated  attentions,**  aad 
other  similar  expreeaione— all  of  whic^ 
however,  were  lost  upon  Titmouse.  Ta^ 
ping  with  an  auOlioneer's  hammer  na  • 
olock  of  granite,  would  make  about  as  mudi 
impression  upon  it,  as  hint,  inuendo,  m 
suggestion,  upon  a  blockhead.  So  it  wm 
with  Titmouse.  He  promised  to  dine  it 
Satin  Lodge  on  the  Sunday  after,  witk 
which  poor  Mr.  Tagraff  was  obliged  to  d» 
part  content;  having  been  unable  to  Ml 
Titmouse  up  to  Clapliam  on  either  of  the  » 
tervenittg  eveninga,  on  which,  he  told  Ifei 
Ta^g,  he  waa  particularly  engaged  wnk 
an  mtimate  friena — in  fact,  one  of  his<  8oli> 
citors ;  and  Tagrag  left  him,  af\er*  ahakiai 
him  by  the  hand  with  the  utmost  cordiili^ 
and  energy.  He  instantly  conceived  • 
lively  hatted  of  old  Mr.  Quirk  and  hi 
daughter,  who  seemed  taking  so  unfair  a 
advantage.  Ho#ever,  what  could  be  dost! 
Many  Ihhes,  during  his  interview,  did  Is 
ani^iisly  turn  ah^ut  in  his  mind  tb 
expediency  of  proffering  to  lend  or  pn 
Titmouse  a  JS5  note,  of  which  he  M 
one  or  two  in  his  pocket-book;  but  m>* 
*twaB  too  much  for  human  nature— he  caM 
not  bring  himself  to  it;  and  quitted  11^ 
mouse  lb  rich  a  man  as  he  had  entered  Ul 
lodgringa. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  Titmouse  tD» 
ded  was  in  fact  Mr.  Snap,  who  had  ndy 
evinced  a  great  partiality  for  him,  and  loiT 
no  opportunity  of  contributing  to  hia  enjcf 
raent.  He  was  a  sharp-sighted  person,  asi 
quickly  detected  many  cuialities  inTitmoaii 
kindr<>d  to  his  own.  He  sincerely  ca» 
miserated  Titmouse's  situation,  than  whid 
what  could  be  more  lonely  and  desolatef 
Waa  he  to  sit  night  after  night,  in  tte 
lengthening  nights  of  autumn  and  wints, 
widi  not  a  amu  to  apeak  to,  not  a  oook  ti 
read,  (that  was  at  least  interesting  or  voilh 
reading ;)  nothing,  in  short,  to  occupy  kii 
attention  1  *^No,**  said  Snap  to  himset^l 
«*  I  will  do  as  T  would  be  done  by ;  I  vfl 
come  and  draw  him  out  of  hia  dull  hoLe; 
I  will  show  him  life— I  will  give  him  19 
\  eaW^  Vdsaii^v  Vii>»  ^te  Va^^vta  and  preuMf 
nl  )Sia  ^TW>X  Mf«^^  \3a  nrVvk^  V<^  v^  v^  ^  I 
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tHig  moaes  of  London  life !"  The  very  first 


twtp  of  this^  cup  of  pleasQie,  was  exquisitely  jitra w-coloured  Idd  gloves,  tight  trouseni«> 


reaUshed  by  Titmouse ;  and  he  felt  a  profoiw 
tiooate  gratitude  to  him  whose  kind  hand 
bad  first  raised  it  to  his  lips.  Seenes  of 
which  he  had  heretofore  only  heard  and 
read — after  whieh  he  had  oAen  stffhed  and 
ysaroed — ^were  now  opening  daUy  before 
nim,  limited  as  were  nis  means;  and  he 
lek  perfectly  happy.  When  Snap  had 
finished  ths  day^s  labours  of  the  efiioe,  from 
whieh  he  was  generally  released  about  eight 
or  nine  o^dock  in  the  evening,  he  would  re- 
pair to  his  lodgings,  and  decorate  himself 
tor  the  evening's  display;  after  which, 
sMier  he  would  go  to  Titmouse,  or  Titmouse 
ooine  to  him,  as  might  have  been  previously 
agreed  upon  between  them;  and  then— 

*^Tbe  town  wac  til  tttfon  tbem  wher«  to  cboMC.'* 

Sometimes  they  would,  arro-in-army  each 
with  his  cigar  in  his  mdath,  saunter  for 
hoars  together  along  the  lesding  streets  and 
thoroughfares,  making  acute  observations 
aad  deep  reflections  upon  the  ever-moving 
aad  motley  scenes  around  them.  Most 
fiaquentiy,  however,  they  would  repair,  at 
balf*price,  to  the  theatres,  for  Snap  had  the 
nseaas  of  securing  almost  a  constant  sapply 
af**  orders"  from  the  underlings  of  the  the- 
atres, and  also  in  respect  to  the  Sunday 
J1as4,  with  whiofa  Messrs:  Quirk  and  Gam- 
noii  were  connected,  and  other  newspapeia. 
Ah,  *twas  a  glorious  sight  to  see  these  two 
gentlemen  saunter  into  a  vacant  box,  coa- 
seioos  that  the  eyes  of  two-thirds  of  the 
house  were  fixed  upon  them  in  admiration^ 
and  conducting  themselves  aceordtngly— 4ls 
awelhi  of  thR  first  water !  One  such  night 
ooonterbalanced,  in  Titmouse's  estimation, 
a  whole  year  of  his  previous  obscurity  and 
wretchedness!  The  theatre  over,  they 
would  repair  to  some  cloudy  tavern,  full  of 
noise  ana  smoke,  and-  the  glare  of  gas-light 
'  redolent  of  the  fragrant  fiimes  of  tobacco, 
spirits,  and  porter,  intermingled  with  &e 
tempting  odours  of  smoking  kidneys,  rautp 
ton-chops,  beef-steaks,  oysters,  stewed 
cheese,  toasted  cheese,  Welsh  rabbits; 
where  those  who  are  chained  to  the  desk 
and  the  counter  during  the  day,  revel  in  the 
lioanse  of  the  hoar,  and  eat,  and  drink,  and 
amoke,  to  the  highest  point  either  of  excite- 
ment or  stupefaction,  and  enter  into  all  the 
alang  of  the  day— of  the  turf,  the  ring,  the 
eo(^-pit,  the  theatres—iand  shake  their  sides 
at  comic  songs*  To  entsr  one  of  these 
olaces  when  the  theatre  was  over,  was  a 
lazory  indeed  to  IHtmoase;  figged  out  in 
hia  very  uttenwost  best,  with  satio  stock 
iioub/e  bnagupiim$  hiB  floasy  hat 
^ .a.  ^,...  .     ^,  Aiatight  Wne 


gantly  drooping  eat  of  the  brsast-pockst;' 


and  shining  boots ;  ms  ebony  stiver-beaded^ 
cane  hdd  carelessly  under  his  aim ; '  to  walK, 
into  the  middle  of  the  room  with  a  sort  of,» 
haughty  ease  and  indifference,  or  noncha*. 
lance;  and    after  deliberatelv    scannings 
throagh  his  eye-glass,  every  box  with  its. 
occapants,  at  length  drop  into  a  vaoapt, 
nook,  and  with  a  languid  air  summon  tha^ 
)>ustling  waiter  to  receive  his  commands** 
The  circumstance  of  his  almost  always  achi 
companying  Snap  on  these  occasions,  whstt 
was  held  in  great  awe  bv  the  waiters,  to ) 
whom  his  professional  celebrity  was  wa&j 
known,  (fi>r  there  was  scarce  an  inteltssting,  ^ 
a  dreadful,  or  a  nasty  scene  at  any  of  tha, 
police  oflices,  in  which  Snap's  name  did  aolj 
figure  in  the  newspapers  as  "  on  behalf  of 
the  prisoner,'')  got  Titmouse  almost  anf , 
equal  share  of  oonsideration,  and  aided  thai 
effect  produced  by  his  own  commanding ap-. 
pearance.    As  for  Snap,  whenever  he  wa$f 
asked  who  his  companion  was,  he  wooM^i 
whisper  in  a  very  significant  tone  and  man-^ 
ner — *«  Devilish  high<^ap!"    From  thesa 
places  they  would  repair,  not  anftequently^j 
to  certain  other  scenes  of  nightly  Londw^^ 
life,  which,  I  thank  God !    the  virtoeua.. 
reader  can  form  no  notion  of,  though  thpy 
are,  strange  to  say,  winked  at,  if  not  patro*, 
niffeed  by  the  police  and  magistracy,  till  tha; 
metropolis  is  choked  by  them.  Thus  would 
Snap  and  Titmouse  pass  away  their  tiois 
till  one,  two,  three,  and  often  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning;  at  which  hours  they  would^ 
with  many  yawns,  skulk  homeward  through; 
the  deserted  and  silent  streets,  their  clotun 
redolent  of  tobacco  smoke,  their  stomachs 
overcharged,   their  heads  often  muddled^, 
swimming,  and  throbbing  with  their  multi*. 
farious  potations— having  thus  spent  a  '*n>^, 
Iv  night;'  and  "seen  Hfey    'Twas  thou, 
that  Snap  greatly  endeared  himself  to  Tit^ 
mouse,  and  secretly  ([for  he  enjoined  upo^t 
'Htmottse,  as  the  condition  of  their  eontimK- 
ance,  strict  secrecy  on  the  subject  of  thasf 
nocturnal  adventures)  stole  a  march  upon  hia 
older  competitors  for  the  good  opinion  of 
Titmouse-— Messrs.    Quirk,   Tkgrag,  and 
even  the  astute  and  experieneed  Gammon 
himself.    Such  doings  as  these  requiredt 
however,  as  ma5r  ea^y  be  believed,  soni^ 
slight  augmentations  of  the  allowance  mad# 
to  Titmouse  by  Messrs.  Quirk  and  Ganar 
mon ;  and  'twas  fortunate  that  Snap  was  ii 
a  condition,  having  a  few  hundreds  at  hii 
command,  to  supply  the  necessities  of 'Htr 
mouse,  receivinff  vnth  a  eareleaa  ait^  oa  tka 
oooaalon  oC  au^  Kiv%ne«a^  atoai^  ^^^ 
paper,  by  'w^y  ol  ajriiBMniW^^'^x  ??^ 
oiiilai]^iadYaf«%oi3Mncra     ~ 
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per— promisMTy  notes  and  I.'  O.  VJ*9,  In- 
amnch,  however,  as  Snap  was  not  always 
possessed  of  a  stamp  on  tlie  occasion  of  a 
sudden  adTsnee,  and  haTingr  msked  the 
opinion  of  his  pleader  (a  sharp  fellow,  who 
md  been  aiiieled  at  the  same  time  as  him- 
self to  Messrs.  Quirk  and  Gammon)  wlie- 
theran  instroment  in  this  form :  **  I.  O.  U. 
so  m»ch-^tm^  i n/^retf  ,**  woald  be  available 
without  a  stamp,  and  being  informed  that 
it  was  a  very  doubtful  point,  Snap  increni- 
ooslj  met  ttie  difficulty  by  quietly  adding 
to  the  principal  what  might  become  due  in 
iSspect  of  intprest:  e,  g.  if  £5  were  lent, 
the  acknowled^ent  would  stand  for  £\5 — 
these  little  slips  of  paper  being  generally 
signed  hj  Titmouse  m  moments  of  extreme 
eihilaTation,  when  he  never  thought  of  scru- 
tfaiizin?  any  thin^  that  his  fnend  Snap 
would  lay  tiefore  him.  For  the  honour  of 
8nap,  I  must  say  that  I  hsurdly  thinkvhe  de- 
liberately purposed  to  perpetrate  the  fraud 
wliich  such  a  transaction  appears  to  amount 
Ip;  all  he  wanted  was— so  he  satisfied  him- 
self at  leasV— to  have  it  in  his  power  to  re- 
eover  the  full  amount  of  principal  reafiy  ad- 
Tanced,  with  interest,  on  one  or  other  of 
Aese  various  securities,  and  hold  the  snr- 
plns  as  a  trastee  for  Titmouse.  If,  for  in- 
stance, any  unfortunate  difference  should 
Kereafier  arise  between  himself  and  Tit^ 
mouse,  and  he  should  refuse  to  recocrnise 
Ms  pecuniary  obligations  to  Snap,  thelatt^ 
gentleman  would  be  provided  with  vhort 
mod  easy  pro|>fs  of  his  demands  against  him. 
Twas  thus,  T  say,  that  Snap  rendered  him- 
self indispensable  to  Titmouse,  whom  he 
iKNind  to  nim  by  every  tie  of  gratitude :  so 
dtot,  in  short,  they  became  sworn  friends. 

1  will  always  say  for  Gammon,  that  he 
strenuously  endeavoured,  from  whatever 
motive,  to  ur^  upon  Titmouse  the  necessity 
•f  his  acquinng,  at  all  events,  a  smattering 
of  the  elements  of  useful  education.  Be- 
yond an  acquaintance  with  the  petty  opera- 
tions of  arithmetic  requisite  for  counter 
transactions,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  poor 
Titmouse  had  no  serviceable  knowledge  of 
tny  kind.  Mr.  Gammon  repeatedly  press- 
ed him  to  put  himself  under  competent 
Iseehers  of  the  ordinary  branches  of  educa- 
tion ;  but  Titmouse  as  often  Evaded  him, 
end  at  length  flatly  refused  to  do  any  thing 
of  the  kind.  He  promised,  however,  to 
lead  such  books  as  Mr.  Crammon  might  re- 
eommend,  who  thereupon  sent  himseveral ; 
kot  a  book  before  Titmouse  was  much  the 
•ame  as  a  plate  of  saw-dust  before  a  hnn- 


est  indieation  of  snch  fbelinge  towwds  Idies' 
on  the  contrary.  Gammon  ever  nianifMy 
the  same  bland  and  benignant  demeaaoM^ 
consalting  his  wishes  in  every  thine,  ad 
striving  to  instil  into  him'  feelings  of  loiv, 
tempered  by  respect,  ss  tow«rds  the  mol 
powerful,  the  only  rral,  disinterested  fmst 
ne  had ;  and,  to  a  very  great  extent,  besw- 
ceeded.  ' 

Titmouse  spent  several  hoors  in  prepaiii 

for  an  effective  first  appearance  at  the  da 

ner-table  at  Alibi  House.     Sinci^  dining « 

Satin  Lodge,  he  had  considerably  ineremei 

his  wardrobe  both  in  qoantity  and  ttjk 

He  now  sported  a  pair  of  tight  Mack  tro» 

sers,  with  pumps  and  goesanaer  silk  sloek- 

ings.    He  wore  a  crimson  yelret  waisteotf, 

with  a  bright  blue  satin  un<ier-wa«Hcotl,t 

shirt-frill  standing oot  fierce^  at  right aagki 

with  his  breast,  and  a  brown  dress-coat  ca 

in  the  extreme  of  the  fashion,  tlie  long  taib 

coming  to  a  point  just  alK>ut  the  badui^ 

his  knees.    His  hair  (its  purple  hoe  Hi 

pretty  distinctly  perceptible)  was  dispcnl 

with  great  elegance.     He  had  discaiM 

mustachios,  but  had  a  very  promising  ia^ 

perial.    The  hair  undemeatli  his  chin  oar 

out  cnrling  on  each  side  of  it,  above  Ui 

stock,  like  two  little  tufUi  or  horns.    Oia 

his  waistcoat  he  wore  his  moaaic-frold  waa^ 

guard,  and  a  broad  black  watered  ribui, 

to  which  was  attached   his  eye-glass-ii 

fact,  if  he  had  dressed  himself  in  ordff  H 

sil  to  a  miniature  painter  for  his  likesea^ 

he-  could  not  have  taken  greater  paim,  a 

secured  a  more  successful  reaut  t.     The  adf 

points  a)>ont  his  appearance  virith  whiek  It 

was  stall  dissattsned,  were  hia  hair— wM 

was  not  yet  the.  thin^  which  he  hoped  k 

due  time  to  see  it-— his  thick  red  staaqff 

hands  and  his  round  shoulders,    llielai 

matter  gare  him  considerable  coBcerB,fbi 

he  felt  that  it  seriously  interfered  widi  t 

graceful  carriage ;  and  that  the  defisct  ia  Ui 

figure  had  be^  aiVer  all,  not  in  the  laMt 

remedied  by  the  prodigioua  padding  of  lui 

coat.    His  protnberant  eyea,  of  very  li^ 

hue,  had  an  expression  that  entirely  hans^ 

nized  with  that  of  his  open  month ;  and  bod 

together — quite  independently  of  his  dnA 

carriage,  and  demeanour— (there  is  noibai 

like  TOing  candid)— sate  you  the  imafes 

a— complete  fool.    Haring  at  length  c» 

folly  adjusted  his  hat  on   his  liead,  td 

drawn  on  his  white  kid  gloves,  heenvelofii 

himself  in  a  stylish  cloak,  with  lout  bhdt 

silk  tassels,  which  had  been  lent  tohialf 

Mr.  Snap;  and  about  four  oVlock,  fixi 


jfry  man.    Mr.  Gammon,  himself  a  man  of   sallied  Mr.  Titmouse,  earefully  pickisf  lii 

eoneidenhte  scqtfirements,  soon  taw  tlhelwvf  ui  <\uest  of  the  first  coach  thaloMli  I 

ihi0  state  of  the  case,  and  gaye  up  V\\a  av\  eon<ve>^  V\TCi  \o  ^^^v^^mm^  ex  %a  nm^^  I 

^Ptnpta  in  despnir  arufdiagusU    Not  \!ha\Vie\ a»  in\^x.\j».   I^a vwh^wkcA  ^siss^vk^  I 

^^^  nSeted  Titmooas  to  paiwiro  tha  fSMV \  ioi(waa^x\i^aW«aMs%^waflk\»\ja^^ 


T£N  THOI|«AND  A  YBAR; 


jM  fer  an  oataide  plaM»  got  inaidflb  All 
Ab  way  along,  his  heart  waa  in  a  little 
Hutier  of  vanity,  excitement,  and  expecu- 
tion.  He  was  foiog  to  b^  introduoed  to 
Miss  Quirk — and  probably,  alto,  to  several 
peopl9  of  great  consequence— as  the  heir 
mpparent  to  10,000/.  a  year.  Two  very  r»- 
•pectablf?  female  passengers.  Ills  oonyianions 
all  the  way,  he  never  once  deigned  to  in- 
terchange a  syllable  with.  Four  or  five 
times  did  he  put  his  head  oat  of  the  win- 
dow, calling  out  in  a  loud  peremptory  tone 
— **  Mind,  coachman— Alibi  House— Mr. 
Quirk*s^-AIibi  House — Do  you  heart'' 
Jiier  which  he  would  sink  back  into  the 
■eat  with  a  magnificent  air,  as  if  he  had  not 
kiBen  used  to  give  himself  so  much  trouble. 
The  coach  at  length  stopped.  <«Hallibi 
Ouse,  sir,"  said  the  coachman,  in  a  most 
respectful  tone— «« this  is  Mr.  Quirk's,  sir." 
liltmouae  stepped  out,  dropped  eighteen- 
pteDce  into  the  man's  hand,  and  opening  me 
gate,  found  himself  in  a  straight  and  narrow 
gimvel  Wdlk,  of  about  twenty  yards  in  length, 
with  little  obstinate-looking  stunted  trees 
on  each  side.  'Twas  generally  known, 
fjftong  Mr.  Quirk's  friends,  by  the  name  of 
the  '^  Ajpruio/^."  Titmouse  might  have 
filtered  before  as  fine-looking  a  house,  but 
imly  to  deliver  a  bundle  of  drapery  or  ho- 
inery :  never  before  had  he  entered  such  a 
one  as  a  guest.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  fai^sixed 
luxise,  at  least  treble  that  of  Satin  Lodge, 
pnd  had  a  far  more  stylish  appearance. 
When  Titmouse  pulled  the  bell,  the  door 
was  quickly  plucked  open  by  a  big  footman, 
with  showy  shoulder-knot  and  a  pair  of 
splendid  md  plush  brepches,  who  soon  dis- 
posed of  Titmouse's  cloak  and  hat,  and  led 
4he  way  to  the  drawing-room,  before  our 
liriend,  with  a  sudden  palpitation  of  the 
liaart,  had  had  a  moment's  time  even  to  run 
his  hands  through  his  hair. 

"Your  name,  sir!"  inquired  the  man 
oaddenly  pausing — with  his  hand  upon  the 
bpuadle  of  the  door. 

"Mr.  Titmouse." 

"I— Af^your  pardon,  sir;  whattameV^ 

Titra)U8e,  clearing  his  throat,  repeated 
his  name — open  went  the  door,  and — 
••  Mr.  Ticklemouse,"  said  the  servant,  very 
loudly  and  distinctly— ushering  in  Tit^ 
mousn ;  on  whom  the  door  was  the  liext  in- 
stant closed.  He  felt  amazingly  flustered— 
and  he  would  have  been  still  more  so,  if  he 
oould  have  been  made  aware  of  the  titter 
which  porvaded  the  fourteen  or  twenty  peo- 
ple asf  embled  in  the  room,  occasioned  by 
the  dr  >ll  misnomer  of  the  servant,  and  the 
exquisitely  ridiculous  appearance  of  poor 
Titmouse,  Mr.  Quirk,  dressed  in  black, 
;  with  krMe  breeches  and  silk  stookings,  im-* 
^adJateJjr  bustled  up  to  Mm,  iho^  lli^i 


oonliaHy  by  the  hand,  and  led  him  up  la 

the  assembled  guests.  "My  dauffhte^-- 
Miss  Quirk;  MfS.  Alderman  Addlehead; 
Mrs.  Deputy  Qiddledaddle;  Mrs.  Alias,  mj 
sister ; — Mr.  Alderman  Addlehead ;  Mr,  Do- 

Ruty  Diddledaddle ;Mr.  Bluster;  Mr, Slang; 
Ir.  Hug;  Mr.  Flaw ;  Mr.  Viper;  Mr.  GhaM- 
ly ;  Mr.  Gammon  you  know.  Miss  Quirk 
was  about  four  or  five-and-twenty — a  (at 
young  lady,  with  flaxen  b^r  curled  formally 
all  over  her  head  and  down  to  her  shoulders, 
so  that  she  very  much  tesembled  one  of 
those  great  wax  dolls  seen  in  bazars  and 
shop  windows,  aspoctally  if  looked  al 
through  a  strong  magnifying  glass.  Her 
complexion  was  beautifully  fair;  her  eyes 
small ;  her  face  quite  round  and  fat.  From 
the  die-away  manner  in  which  she  nv>v6d 
her  head,  and  the  languid  tone  of  her  voice, 
it  was  obvious  that  she  was  a  very  senti- 
mental young  lady.  She  was  dre6«^  in 
white,  and  wore  a  massive  gold  chain--^er 
fat  arms  being  half  covered  with  long  kid 
gloves.  She  was  sitting  on  the  sofa,  from 
which  she  did  not  rise  when  Titmouse  was 
introduced  >o  her — and  the  moment  afier  hid 
her  face  behind  the  album  which  had  been 
lying  on  her  knee,  and  which  she  had  been 
showing  to  the  ladies  on  each  side  of  her;  for, 
in  fact,  neither  she  nor  any  one  else  could, 
without  the  greatest  difficulty,  refrain  from 
laughing  at  the  monkeyfied  appearance  of 
Titmouse.  The  Alderman  was  a  stout  stu- 
pid little  man — ^  fussy  old  prig— with  small 
angry-looking  black  eyes,  and  a  short  red 
nose;  as  for  his  head,  it  seemed  as  though 
he  had  just  smeared  some  sticky  fluid  over 
it,  and  then  dipped  it  in  a  flour-tub,  so 
thickly  laden  was  it  with  powder,  Mr. 
Deputy  Diddledaddle  was  tall  and  thin,  and 
senous  And  slow  of  speech,  with  the  solemn 
composure  of  an  undertaker.  Mr.  Bluster 
was  a  great  Old  Bailey  barrister,  about  fi(\y 
years  old,  the  leader  constantly  employed 
by  Messrs.  Quirk, Gammon,  and  Snap;  and 
was  making  at  least  a  thousand  a  year.  He 
had  an  amazingly  truculentplooking  counte- 
nance, coarse  to  a  degree,  and  his  voice 
matched  it;  but  on  occasions  like  the  pre- 
sent—i.  e,  in  elegfint  society — he  would  fain 
drop  the  successful  terrors  of  his  manner, 
ana  appear  ^he  mild  dignified  ^ntleman. 
He  therefore  spoke  in  a  very  sof>,  cringing 
way,  with  an  anxious  smile ;  but  his  bold 
insolent  eye  and  coarse  mouth — ^what  could 
disguise  or  mitigate  their  expression  1  Hers 
he  was,  playing  the  great  man ;  making  him- 
self, however,  most  particularly  agreeable 
to  Messrs.  Quirk  and  Gammon.  SlaM 
was  of  the  same  school ;  fat,  vulgar,  conit 
dent  and  emyX^  \  X«?\\\ti«^  c^j^ic««ft  v^*^  "^^"^ 
stones,  In  a  Ae^v  ^^^  Novifc.  "A^  «\tv^^ 
good  wm%%  too— jj^«x^^«jV!  ^^  ^^^  ^^ 


I'fiN  THOUSAND  A  YClt. 


"^hif  h  required  the  absence  of  ladies— end 
of  gentlemen,  .  Hu?  (Mr. Toady  Hag)  was 
also  a  barrister,  a  glib  litUe  Jewish-looking 
fellow,  Oreeping  into  a  considerable  criminal 
practice.  He  was  a  sneaking  backbiter,  and 
had  a  blood-hound  scent  after  an  attorney. 
See  him,  for  instance,  at  this  moment  in  close 
«iid  eager  conversation  with  Mr.  Flaw,  who, 
rsly  upon  it,  will  ^ye  him  a  brief  before  the 
week  is  over.  Viper  was  the  editor  of  the 
Sunday  Flash ;  a  cold,  venomous  little  fel- 
low. He  vras  o^  opinion  tha^  evenr'thing 
was  wrong,  moral,  physteal,  intellectual 
tnd  social ;  that  there  really  was  no  such 
Ihing,  or  at  least  ought  not  to  be,  as  religion ; 
«nd  as  to  political  rights,  that  everybody 
ought  to  be  uppermost  at  opce.  He  had 
Ikiled  in  business  twice,  and  disreputably ; 
Ihen  had  become  a  Unitarian  parson ;  but, 
having  seduced  a  young  female  member  of 
Ins  conjugation,  he  was  instantly  expelled 
from  his  pulpit.  An  action  bein^  brought 
against  him  by  the  mother  of  his  victim,  and 
heavy  damages  obtained,  he  endeavoured 
to  take  the  bene.ftt  of  the  insolvent  debtor^s 
act — hut,  on  account  of  Miss  ,  was  re- 
manded for  eighteen  months.  l*hat  period 
he  employed  m  writing  a  shockingly  blas- 
phemous work,  for  which  he  was  prosecuted, 
and  sentenced  to  a  heavy  fine  ana  imprison- 
ment; on  being  released  from  which,  satu- 
rated with  gall  and  bitterness  against  all 
mankind,  he  took  to  political  wntin?  of  a 
veiy  violent  charactpr,  and  was  at  length 

Sicked  up,  half  starved,  by  his  present  pa- 
ron,  Mr.  Quirk,  and  made  editor  of  the 
Sunday  Fla$h,  Ts  not  all  this  history  writ^ 
ten  in  his  sallow  sinister-eyed,  bitter-ez- 
pressioned  countenance?  Wo  to  him  who 
gets  into  a  discussion  with  Viper!  There 
"was  one  or  two  others  present,  particularly 
a  Mr.  Ghastly,  a tliird-rate  tragic  actor,  with 
a  tremendous  mouth,  only  one  eye,  and  a 
Tery  hungry  look.  He  never  spoke,  be- 
cause no  one  spoke  to  him,  for  his  clothes 
seemed  rather  rusty-black.  The  only  man 
of  gr^nilemanlike  appearance  in  the  room 
was  Mr.  Gammon;  and  he  took  an  early 
opportunity  of  eng^afring  poor  Titmouse  in 
^onvprsntion,  and  setting  him  comparatively 
at  his  ense— -a  thinof  which  was  attempted 
by  old  Quirk,  but  in  such  a  fidgety  fussy 
way  as  served  only  to  fluster  Titmouse  the 
more.  Mr.  Quirk  gave  a  dinner-party  of 
thiR  sort  regularly  every  Sunday;  and  they 
formed  the  happiest  moments  of  his  life — 
occa«i'^ns  on  which  he  banished  from  his 
thofisrhtM  the  responsible  anxieties  of  his 
pTof'^Rsion.  and,  surrounded  by  a  select  cir- 
ole  nf^rh^tce  spints,  such  as  were  t\\U8  co\- 
'  fee  ted  together,  partook  joyoualy  oCihe 


•« 


F^Mt  ofnuoot  and  lb*  ftow  of  anvL** 


^^Hiiff  11  a  very  beaiitifol  picture,  fk 
mouse,  isn't  itV  said  Gammon,  leatt 
bim  to  the  further  comer  of  the  drawii||> 
room,  where  hung  a  small  picture  wii  t 
sort  of  curtain  in  black  g^suze  befofs  % 
which  Gammon  lifting  np,  Titmouse  beUI 
a  picture  of  a  man  suspended  from  the  ^ 
lows,  bis  hands  tied  with  cords  before  la^ 
his  head  forced  aside,  and  covered  doin  % 
the  ^in  with  a  white  nigiitcap.  Tm 
done  with  sickening  fidelity,  and  Titmoai 
gased  at  it  with  a  shudder.  ^Channiif 
thing,  isn't  it  1"  said  Gammon,  with  a  vc^ 
expressive  smile. 

MY~e— e— s,"  replied  Titmouse,  II 
eyes  gf  ued  to  the  horrid  objert. 

«' Very  striking,  ain't  itt'^  qaolh  Qoid^ 
bustling  up  to  them ;  **  ^twas  painted  k 
me  by  a  nrst-rate  artist,  whose  bfollMii 
very  nearly  saved  from  the  gallows  P* 

•*^Like  such  things?'^  inquired  Qoik, 
with  a  matter  of  fact  air,  drawing  dowaii 
black  gauze. 

•*  Yes,  sir,  uncommon — uncommon." 

«*  Well,  I'll  show  jon  something  mf 
interesting!  Heard  of  Gilderoy,  that  fi 
hanged  last  year  for  forgery  t  Gad,  ^ 
daughter's  got  a  brooch  with  a  lock  oif  ■ 
hair  in  it,  which  he  gave  me  hinisetf-4 
client  of  mine :  within  an  ace  of  getting  III 
off— flaw  in  the  indictment— found  it  fd 
myself— did,  by  gad !  Come  along,  and  H 
get  Dora  to  show  it  to  you !"  and  patai 
Titmouse's  arm  in  his,  led  him  up  to  ii 
intefpsting  young  lady. 

•*Dora,  just  show  my  friend  TitaMi 
that  brooch  of  yours,  with  Gilderoy'sbtti' 

^  Oh,  my  dear  papa,  'tis  auch  a  mehfr 
choly  thin^ !"  said  she,  at  the  same  vm 
detaching  it  from  her  dress,  and  handiif  I 
to  herpapa,  who,  holding  it  in  his  htail 
gave  Titmouse,  and  one  or  two  othrrs  t0 
stood  beside,  a  very  interesting  account  4 
the  last  hours  of  the  deceased  Gilderoj. 

*'He  was  very  handsome,  papa,  wtaii 
hel"  inquired  Miss  Quirk,  with  a  sigh,  ■! 
a  vsry  pensive  air. 

**  Wasn't  bad  looking;  but  good  lopb 
and  the  condemned  cell  don't  Icng  «|ii 
together." 

•«  Ah,  papa !"  exclaimed  Miss  Quirk,  hi 
mournful  tone,  and,  leaning  hack  ca  tki 
sofa,  raised  her  handkerchief  to  her  eyeL 

**  You  are  too  sensitive,  my  love  !*•  wtf> 
pered  her  sunt,  Mrs.  Alias,  squeexin^  ^ 
liand  of  her  niece,  who,  stniggling  a^ii^ 
her  feelings,  presently  revived. 

"  We  were  looking  just  now,"  6»id  11^ 
Hug,  addressing  Mr.  Quirk,  "  at  a  veryi^ 
teteatin^  addition  to  Miss  Quirk*s  alba»* 

«v«i3iaD2m%\  ^baiS.  xue^^i  \v^T^\Vj£cabbKi^ 
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TIM  vTianSAKD  A  TBA«. 


Dflsrly  got  oflT!   ^wm  an  *^te:*  Umi 

r  saved  nis  life,  through  being  omitted 
I  indiotmeBt.  'Pore  gad,  we  thought 
got '001!" 

By  were  allnding  to  an  autograph  letter 
i  had  been  addressed  to  Mr,  Quirk  by 
l^Sf^^  (who  had  been  executed  for 
treason  a  few  weeks  before,)  the  night 
i  he  suffered.  He  was  a  blood-stained 
drei  of  the  deepest  dye,  and  ought  to 
leen  hanged  and  quartered  half-SMlosen 

(Till  ^ou  read  it  aloud,  Mr,  HugT*  in- 
I  Miss  Quirk;  and  the  barrister,  in  a 
vhat  pompous  tone,  read  the  following 
cable  document: 


V 

u 


FridAw  nifku  kalf-pnH  11  e'eUck, 

18I4JW9.  la 

t  this  awful  moment,  when  this  world 
ling  lapiuly  upon  me  and  my  feMow- 
irs,  and  the  sounds  of  the  wretches 
g  np  the  gnm  gallows  afe  audible  to 
itsnmf .  ears,  and  on  the  morrow  the 
horrible  death  that  malicious  tyrants 
ifUet  awaits  me,  mr  soul  being  ealm 
ill  of  fortitude,  and  beating  responsive 
)  call  of  Glorious  LinaaTr,  I  feel 
9r  than  the  king  upon  his  throne.  I 
kat  I  have  done  much  to  aeours  the 
na  of  my  injured  co^tdry* 

*  For  tiberty,  f  lorlout  Ilbertf , 
Wlw'drMrtodlel* 

Vyny  thanks  to  you,  sir,  for  yoortfuly 
.tigdble  effbrtb  on  my  behalf,  and  the 
lat  sxercise  of  a  skill  that  nearly  se- 
ns a  glorious  acquittal.  What  a 
we  would  have  raised  in  England! 
tiould  have  blasted  the  enemies  of  true 
»m.  I  go  to  Hereafter,  (if  in^leed  there 
lereafter)  as  we  shall  soon  know,  not 
ny  soul  crammed  with  Priestcraft,  a 
Briton,  having  laid  down  my  life  for 
luntry,  knowing  that  future  ages  will 
t  justice. 

dieu,  tyrants,  adien !    Do  your  worst ! 
ml  defies  you. 
^lam, 
•♦Sir, 
**  Your  humble,  obliged,  and 
*•  undismayed  servant, 
^^AaTRaa  GaizaLKOirr. 

h  Oakh  Quirky  Esq. 

••  Tyrnntn  (nim, 
I.  AH  tb«  mAfTAW  eat  me  Uinb  rrnm  limb, 
hlle  Lib^fftf  Uvikt  nn  wftb  tairlMe  syt, 
4  WkjUt  i  wiit  avnft  Aim  If  and  kf. 

^  **ARTHaR  GaiZZLIQUT.** 

>  fBBdhag  of  the  above  produced  a  great 
ipou    ^  That  man  *8  name  wUl  be  ea- 


Tolkd  «iaong'the  flSdiieysand  the  Haaip* 
dens  of  his  country  !'*  said  Tiper,  with  n 
grim  and  excited  air.  "  That  letter  deserven 
to  be  carved  oi^a  golden  tablet!  The  last 
four  lines  are  sublime!  He  was  a  marm 
to  principles  that  are  silently  and  ranidly 
making  their  way  in  this  country.**— How 
much  fkrther  he  would  have  gone  on  in  thia 
strain,  seeing  no  one  present  had  resokitio» 
enough  to  diSer  with  or  tnternipt  hira,  even 
if  they  had  been  so  disposed,  I  know  not, 
but  fortunately  dinner  w^s  announced--^ 
Bound  which  startled  old  Quirk  out  of  m 
poeturei  of  intense  attention  to  Viper  and 
evident  admiration  of  his  sentiments.  Ha 
gave  his  arm  with  an  air  of  prodigious  po* 
fiteness  to  the  gaunt  Mrs.  Alaerman  Addle- 
head,  whose  distinguished  lord  led  down 
Miss  Quirk — and  the  rest  followed  in  no 
particnlarorder-^Titmouse  arm  in  arm  with 
Gammon,  who  took  good  care  to  place  hini* 
next  to  himself,  (Gammon.)  It  was  reallr 
a  dashing  sort  of  dinner.  Quirk  had,  indeeOf' 
long  been  celebrated  for  his  Sunday  dinners* 
Titmouse  had  never  seen  any  thing  like  tti* 
and  was  quite  bewildered— particularly  at* 
the  numberof  differently  shaped  and  coionr^ 
ed  glasses,  te.,  ka^  Uc,^  placed  opposite 
to  him.  He  kept  a  constant  eye  en  tW 
movements  of  Gammon,  and  did  whatever 
he  did,  as  if  the  two  had  been  moved  by* 
the  same  set  of  springs,  and  was  thus  saved' 
innumerable  embarrassments  and  annoy** 
ances.  What  chiefly  struck  his  attentios* 
was  the  prodigious  number  of  dishes,  greats 
and  Small,  as  if  half-a-dozen  dinners  had 
been  crowded  into  one;  the  mptdity  with 
which  they  were  changed,  ana  plates  re- 
moved, in  constant  succession;  the  incee* 
sant  invitations  to  take  wine  that  were  flhring- 
about  during  the  whole  of  dinner.  For  a 
considerable  while  Titmouse  was  too  much 
fluTTttid  to  enjoy  himself;  but  a  few  |rlas8en* 
of  champagne  succeeded  in  elevating  his 
spirits  to  the  j>roper  pitch— «nd  would  soon 
have  driven  them  mr  beyond  it.  Almost 
every  body,  except  the  great  folk  at  the  ton 
of  the  table,  asked  him  to  take  wine;  and' 
he  constantly  filled  his  glass.  In  fact  Gam- 
mon recollecting  a  scene  at  his  own  oham* 
her,  soon  perceived  that,  unless  he  intem 
fered.  Titmouse  would  be  drunk  lonjr  before 
dimter  was  over.  He  had  not  imagined  tha 
earth  to  contain  so  exquisite  a  driilk  an 
champagne ;  and  he  could  have  fallen  down 
and  worshipped  it,  as  it  came  fizzing  and 
flashing  out  of  the  bottle.  Gammon  ear* 
neatly  assured  him  that  he  would  be  ill  if 
he  drunk  so  mu<rii — ^that  many  eyes  were 
upon  him-^^nd  that  it  was  not  the  cnatML 
to  do  more  ihvn  TneKVf  av^  ^wwi  V»'«vwfcp 
I  glass  wlien  cVaWen^iv^  ox  «jNaJ\*«v^sjA*^%Q^ 
I  Titmouae  ha^  Vakfiu  a  wpwAat^M 
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p[m^\ty  on  board,  1>efora  Gammon  thus 
iiiterf(*red,  iha'n  that  gentleman  was  aware 
of,  and  b.'gan  to  get  very  Toluble.  Guess 
tfie  progress  he  had  made,  |irhen  he  called 
oat  with  a  confident  air — **  Mr,  Alderman ! 
youT  health !" — ^whether  more  to  that  great 
Dianas  astonishment  or  disgrust  1  cannot  un- 
dertake ib  say :  but  atVer  a  steady  stare  for  a 
moment  or  two  at  Titmouse,  «*  Ob !  I  shall 
be  Tery  happy,  indeed,  Mr,  Gammon^*  he 
called  out,  looking  at  the  latter  gentleman, 
•kid  drinking  with  him.  That  signified 
nothing,  however,  to  Titmouse,  who,  in- 
deed, did  not  see  anv  thing  at  all  pointed  or 
vnusual,  and  gulped  down  his  wine  as  ea- 
gerly as  before. 

"Cool  puppy  that,  Mistf  Quirk,  must 
•ay,''  snuffled  the  offended  ald^erman  to  Miss 
Quirk. 

**  He's  young,  dear  Mr.  Alderman,**  said 
•he,  sweetly  and  mildly — ^*and  when  you 
consider  the  immense  fortune  he  is'eoming 
into — ten  thousand  a  year,  my  papa  says — ^ 

"That  dcn't  make  him  less  a  pupny — 
nor  a  brutp,"  interrupted  the  nilfled  alder- 
man, stilt  more  indignant;  for  his  own  forty 
thousand  pounds,  the  source  of  all  his  social 
eminence,  sunk  into  insignificance  at  the 
•onnd  of  the  splendid  income  just  about  to 
drop  into  the  lap  of  Titmouse.  Mr.  Bluster, 
who  headed  the  table  on  Miss  Quirk's  left- 
hand  side,  and  who  felt  that  he  ought  to  be, 
bat  knew  that  in  the  presence  of  Uie  alder- 
man he  was  not,  the  great  man  of  the  day, 
observing  the  irritation  under  which  his 
rival  was  suffering,  immediately  raised  his 
threatening  double-glasses  to  bis  eyes,  and 
in  a  ton»^  of  ostentatious  condescension, 
looking  down  the  table  to  Titmouse,  called 
ant, "  Mr.  Titmash— may  I  have  the  honour 
of  drinking  your  health  V* 

**Ya — as,  brother  Bumptions,**  replied 
Titmouse,  who  could  neyer  bear  to  bear  his 
name  nii»  pronounced,  and  he  raised  hia 
glass  to  his  eye ;  "  was  just  going  to  ask 
jf<m/"  Alt  this  was  done  in  such  a  loud 
and  impudent  tone  and  manner,  as  made 
Gkunmon  still  more  uneasy  for  his  young 
companion.  But  his  sally  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  company  as  a  yery  smart 
retort,  and  produced  a  roar  of  laughter,  every 
one  being  ^lad  to  see  Mr.  Bluster  snubbed, 
who  bore  it  in  silent  dignity,  though  his 
iice  showed  his  chagrin  and  astonishment ; 
•nd  he  very  heartily  agreed,  for  once  in  his 
Bfe,  with  the  worshipful  person  opposite  to 
him  ii!  bis  ^timate  of  our  friend  Titmouse. 

"Mr.    Titmouse!    Mr.    Titmouse!    my 
dau|!bter  wonders  you  don*t  take  wine  with 
ker,** «Biid  Mr,  Quirk,  in  •  low  tone— .**w\U 
7»o  join  U8  f  we're  going  to  take  %  f^^^a  of 


**Gk\  Vm  my  life— delighted**--^ 
Titmouse. 

"  Dora,  my  dear !  Mr.  Titmouse  will  ak 
wine  with  you ! — Jack,"  (to  the  servaoO 
«*fill  Miss  Quirk's  and  Mr.  Titmcni^ 
glasses  to  the  brim." 

**  Oh,  no !  dearest  papa.'* 

"Pho!  pho! — ^nonsense— the  first  tmi 
#if  asking,  you  know." 

'« Well !  if  it  mutt  be,"  and  with  wkni 
graceful  inclination — with  what  a  poimri 
manner,  and  fascinating  smile  did  sbett 
change  court^ies  with  Titmouse  t  He  tt 
disp^ed  to  take  wine  with  her  a  sMBrf 
time  immediately;  but  Gammon  restnial 
him.  Mr.  Toady  Hug,  haring  become » 
quainted  with  the  brilliant  prospects  of  T)^ 
mouse,  earnestly  desired  to  exert  his  t^  I 
talents  to  do  the  a^eeable,  and  ingntal  I 
himself  with  Mr.  Titmouse ;  but  theie  m 
a  counteracting  force  in  another  dtrpdia^ 
an  attorney,  a  Mr.  Flaw,  who  had  the  gn* 
eat  practice  at  the  Clerkenwell  8eesioiK,ia 
beside  him,  and  received  his  most  respeedi 
and  incessant  attentions;  speaking  tifm'v 
a  low  confidential  whisper,  constantly  a# 
ing  a  fartive  glance  towarda  Bluster  ai 
Slang,  to  see  whether  they  were  obsenitf 
him.  Hug,  in  strict  confidence,  sMmi 
Mr.  Flaw  how  his  case,  the  other  ^ 
might  have  been  won,  if  anch  and  ndt 
course  had  been  adopted,  **  which  vfldi 
have  been  the  line  A«"  (Hug)  *^  would  km 
taken;"  and  which  he  explained  withufr 
iou8*  energy,  **  I  must ,  say.  Flip  rpgsMl 
threw  the  case  away — nadotibt  of  it!  4 
the  way,  what  became  of  that  bur^aiy  cm, 
of  yours  on  Friday  1" 

**  Found  guilty,  poor  fellows !" 

"You  don't  say  sol" 

"Fact,  by  Jove,  though!'' 

"How  could  Gobble  have  lost  thati» 
dicti  I  assure  you  I  would  have  bft  la 
to  one  on  your  getting  a  verdict :  for  I  r«i{ 
over  your  brief  as  it  lay  beside  me,  and  upl 
my  honour,  Mr.  Flaw,  it  was  most  adoulr, 
biy  got  up.  Every  tiling  depends  oa  Ai 
bnef^"  '  d 

"  Glad  you  thought  so,  sir,"  replipd  flo, 
wondering  how  it  was  that  he  had  ne** 
before  thought  of  giving  a  brief  to  Mr.  Hi| 

"It's  a  grand  mistake  of  counsel  nolt 
pay  great  attention  to  their  briefs."  h 
my  part,"  continued  Mr.  Hug,  in  a  4 
lower  tone,  "I  make  a  point  of  n«| 
every  syllable  in  my  brief,  however  M| 
it  is."  / 

"It^  the  only  way,  depend  on  il^i^ 
We  attorneys  see  and  know  so  mucfi  d^ 
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b  llie  brief  I  was  dlading^  to,  there  was  an 
laeoinmonly  acute  suggestion.** 

•*  Which  was  it,  sir  V  in<iuired  the  attor- 
ler,  his  couptenanoe  showing  the  progress 
if  Huff*s  lubricating  process. 

•*  Oh— why — a-^i — hem !  No ;  it  woald 
uurdly  be  fair  to  ^Gobble,  and  Pm  sorry  in- 
loeo  "^ 


^  Well,  well— it  can*t  be  helped 
mi  I  must  say  that  once  or  twice  latterly 

[*ve  thought  that  Mr.  Gobble  has  rather 

»7^  the  way,  Mr.  Hug,  shall  yon  be  in  town 
hia  week,  till  the  end  of  the  sessions  1** 

**Ye  e  oT*  hastily  whispered  Hug, 
iVer  glancing  guiltily  towards  his  brethren, 
irho,  though  they  did  not  seem  to  do  so, 
irere  really  watohing  him  closely. 

"I'm  happy  to  hear  it.  You*Te  beard 
€  Aaron  Doodle,  ^ho  was  committed  for 

hat  burglary  at .    Well,  I  defend  him, 

ad  shall  be  happy  to  give  yoa  the  brief. 
>o  yon  lead  Mr.  Doltf*  Hug  nodded. 
'Then  he  will  be  y^Qiir  junior.  Where  are 
rour  chambers,  Mr.  Hugt*' 

••  No.  4  Sly  Court,  Gray*s  Inn.  When 
loes  it  come  on  V 

**  Thursday— perhaps  Wednesday.** 

**  Then  do  come  and  breakfast  with  me, 
nd  we  can  talk  it  over  together.** 

•'  Sir^  you're  very  polito.  I  wUl  do  my- 
0lf  the  pleasure.** 

This  little  stroke  of  business  over,  the 
Ssogaged  couple  were  at  liberty  to  attend 
»  the  general  conversation  of  the  table. 
fr.  Bluster  and  Mr.  Slang  kept  the  *com- 
mny  in  almost  a  constant  roar,  with  de- 
Briptions  of  scenes  in  court,  in  which  they 
nd,  of  course,  been  the  principal  actors ; 
nd,  according  to  their  own  accounts,  they 
lust  be  wonderful  fellows.  Such  botherer*s 
r  judges  !>-such  bafRers  and  browbeaters 
r  witnesses ! — such  bamboozlers  of  juries ! 

You  should  have  seen  the  sneering  coun- 
ttance  of  Hug  all  the  while.  He  never 
nee  smiled  or  laughed  at  the  sallies  of  his 
cethren,  and  did  his  best  to  prevent  his 
BW  patron,  Mr.  Flaw,  from  doing  so— 
instantly  putting  his  hand  before  his 
kouth,  and  whispering  into  Mr.  Flaw*s  ear 
t  the  very  point  of  tiie  joke  or  story — and 
m  smile  would  disappear  from  the  coonte- 
ince  of  Mr.  Flaw. 
The  alderman  laughed  till  the  tears  ran 


believed  ihem  to  be  two  of  thegreatrat 
he  had  ever  seen  or  heard  of,  and  at  th§ 
head  of  their  profession. 

**  I  hope,  sir,  you*ll  haire  those  two  gents 
in  my  easel**  said  he  earliestly  to  Gam- 
mon. 

**  Unfortunately,  your  case  will  not  corns 
on  in  their  courts,**  said  Gammon,  with  t 
very  expressive  smile. 

**  Why  can*t  it  come  on  when  I  choose  t-^ 
or  when  you  like?**  iiiquired  Titmouse, 
surprisedly. 

Mr.  Quirk  had  been  soured  dnnng  the 
whole  of  dinner,  for  he  had  anxiously  d^ 
sired  to  have  Titmouse  sit  beside  him  at  the 
bottom  of  the  table ;  but  in  the  little  hubbub 
attendant  upon  coming  down  to  dinner  and 
taking  places,  Titmouse  slipped  out  of  sight 
for  a  minute ;  and  when  all  were  placed, 
Quirk*s  enraged  eye  perceived  him  seated 
in  the  middle  of  the  table,  beside  Gammon. 
Gammon  alwauB  got  hold  of  Titmouse. 
Old  Quirk  could  have  flung  a  decanter  at 
his  head— in  his  own  house ! — at  his  own 
table!  Always  anticipating  and  circum- 
venting him. 

•«  Mr.  Quirk,  I  don*t  think  we*ve  taken  n 
glass  of  wine  together  yet,  have  we  1**  said 
Gammon,  with  a  bland  and  cordial  manner, 
at  the  same  time  pouriifg  himself  out  n 
glass  of  wine.    He  perfectly  well  knew 
what  was  annoying  his  respected  partner, 
whose  look  of  quaint  embarrassment,  when 
so  suddenly  assailed,  infinitely  amused  him. 
*'Cateh  me  asking  you  here  again.  Mas- 
ter Gammon,**  thought  Quirk,  **  the  next 
time  that  Titmouse  dines  here  !**    The  rea- 
son why  Mr.  Snap  had  not  been  asked  was, 
that  Quirk  had  some  slight  cause  to  suspect 
his  having  conceived  the  notion  of  paying 
his  addresses  to  Miss  Quirk — a  thing  at  any 
time    not   particulariy    palateble   to    Mr. 
Quirk;  but  in  the  present  conjuncture  of 
circumstances  quite  out  of  the  question,  and 
intolerable  even  in  idea.  Snap  was  not  slow 
in    guessing  the  reason  of  nis  exclusion, 
which  had  greatly  mortified,  and  also  not  a 
little  alarm^  him.    As  far  as  he  could  ven- 
ture, he  had,  during  the  week,  endeavoured 
to  "set**  Titmouse  ••against'*  Miss  Quirk, 
bj  such  faint  disparaging  remarks  and  in- 
sinuations as  he  darml  venture  upon  with 
so  difficult  a  subject  as  Titmouse,  whom  he 


It  of  his  little  eyes,  which  he  constantly   had  at  the  same  time  inflamed  by  represen- 


iped  with  his  napkin.  Amidst  the  gene- 
I  laaghter  and  excitement,  Miss  Quirk, 
ining  her  chin  on  her  hand,  her  elbow 
itang  on  the  table,  several  times  directed 
(i  languishing  looks  towards  Titmouse, 
pbeerved  by  any  one  but  himself;  and 
Hr  were  not  entirely  unsBoeessful,  al- 
d^  Titmoase  was  wonderfully  taken 
k  tbe  Btories  of  the  two  coooaelloif^  and 


tations  of  the  splendid  matehes  he  might 
very  soon  command  among  the  highest  we- 
men  of  the  land.  By  these  means  Snap 
had,  to  a  certain  extent,  suoeeeded ;  bnt  the 
few  melting  glances  whieh  had  fallen  upon 
Titmouse*s  sensitive  bosom  from  the  «^«ia 
of  Misa  QuitVi,  w«ta  Yk«^'MCvN^v»  ^^v!n»j^> 
slight  change  \i\  VtVa  f«e\\w^.  tVfe  ^^  ^ 
dermin,  on  «b  Vn!6xni{^Mnk  ^^  ^iM^^>»l&s» 
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w«ie   goinff   to   vithdrawy'*  laid  yiolent  |  client.    Htniouse  was  In  the  Highest  popi 
'^  '  '   "  -     •  •.       ...   IjI^  epirlu.    This,  his  first '  glimpse  M 

high  life,  equalled  all  his  expecta^oii 
Round  and  round  went  the  bottWlTiMl 
went  joke  after  joke.  Slang  sung  ^'^t^ 
on  809g,  oi^  howevef,  so  very  coarse  ail 
broad  a  character,  as  infinitely  disgulBl 
Gammon,  and  apparently  sncckel  it 
alderman  ;-^though  I  greatly  distrust  fhl 
old  sinner^s  sincerity  in  Hie  matter.  Tbcf 
Ghastlv^s  performances  commenced.  T% 


lunds  on  Miss  Quirk,^he  was  a  ''privileged 
old  fool,)  and  insisted  on  her  singing  his  fa- 
Toiirite  song<-*^*  My  Friend  and  I^Ucher.^^ 
His  request  was  so  warmly  seconded  bv  the 
rest  of  the  company,  Titmouse  was  as  loud 
and  eager  as  any,  that  she  was  fain  to  com- 
ply. She  sung  with  considerable  sweet- 
ness and  much  self-possession.  She  car- 
ried Titmouse's  feelmgs  along  with  her 
ironi  the  beginning,  as  Gammon,  who  was 
watching  him,  perceived. 

**  Most  uncommon  lovely  gal,  isn^t 
•KeT*  whispered  Titmoase«  with  great  en- 

*'  Very  !'*  replied  Gammon,  drily,  with  a 
•light  smile. 

«« Shall  I  call  out  encore?  Ain't  that  the 
word!  *Pon  my  soul,  most  lovely  ^1! 
•he  must  sing  it  again.*' 

*'No,  no— she  wishes  to  go— -'tis  not 
•sual :  she  will  sing  it  for  you^  I  dare  say, 
this  evening,  if  you  ask  her." 

^  Well — ^most  charming  gal ! — Lovely  !" 

''Have  patience,  my  dear  Titmouse," 
said  Gammon,  in  a  low  whisper,  '^  in  a  few 
month's  time,  yon'il  soon  be  thrown  into 
much  higher  life  than  this— among  reaiiy 
beautiful,  and  rich,  and  accomplished  wo- 
men"— and,  ihtmghi  Gammon,  you'll  re- 
semble a  monkey  that  has  found  his  way 
into  a  rich  tulip  bed ! 

*' Fancy  Miss  Tagrag  standing  beside 
her."  • 

*'  Ha,  ha !"  gently  laughed  Gammon^- 
**  both  of  them,  in  their  way,  are  very  wor- 
thy persons:  but" — ^here  (he  ladies  with- 
drew. 'T.was  no  part  of  Gammon's  plans 
that  Tiunouse  should  become  the  son-in- 
Uw  of  either  Quirk  or  Tagrag. 

As  soon  as  Quirk  had  taken  the  head  of 
die  table,  and  tlie  gentlemen  drawn  together, 
the  bottles  were  pushed  round  very  briskly, 
accompanied  by  no  less  than  three  diiTerent 
sorts  of  snuff-boxes,  all  belonging  to  Mr. 
Quirk-— all  of  them  presents  from  clients. 
One  was  a  hu^  affair  of  Botany  Bay  wood, 
with  a  very  inflaming  inscription  on  the  in- 
side of  the  lid ;  from  which  it  appeared  that 
its  amiable  donors  who  were  tryin^^  the  ef- 
fect of  a  change  of  climate  on  their  moral 
health,  at  the  expense  of  a  grateful  country, 
•wed  their  valuable  lives  to  the  professional 
•kill  and  exertions  of  "  Caleb  Quirk,  Esq." 
In  short,  the  other  two  were  trophies  of  a 
•tmtlar  description,  of  which  their  possessor 
was  very  justly  not  a  little  prouo ;  and  as 
he  saw  Titmouse  admiring  tnem,  it  occur- 
led  to  him.  as  very  possible  that,  within  a 


fellow !  he  exerted  hitfiself  to  the  utmo^f  I 
earn  the  good  dinner  he  had  just  devooni: 
but  when  he  was  in  the  very  middle  of  one^ 
his  most  impassioned  scenes — undoultfA 
"  tearing  a  passion  to  rags," — intenvpts 
Mr.  Quirk,  impatiently — •*Come,  tcai, 
Ghastly,  we've  nad  enough  of  that  srrt4 
don't  suit  at  all—- don't  roar  so,  man !" 

Poor  Ghastly  instantly  resumed  hisirtl 
with  a  chagrined  and  melancholy  air. 

"  Give  us  something  funny;"  said  ii 
alderman. 

''Let's  have  the  chorus  of  pigs  ni 
ducks,"  said  Quirk;  '* you  do  that  remmh 
ably  well.  I  could  fancy  the  animals  wm 
running  and  sauealirxg  and  quaddngi 
about  the  room."  The  actor  did  as  hev* 
desired,  commencing  with  a  sigh,  and  v* 
much  applauded.  At  length  GammcDhi^ 
nened  to  get  into  a. discussion  with  In 
Bluster  upon  some  point  connected  witkit 
habeas  corpus  act,  in  which  our  find 
Gammon,  who  never  got  heated  in  discn 
sion,  and  was  very  accurate  in  whatevcirli 
knew,  had  glaringly  the  best  of  it  lb 
calm,  smiling  self-possession  almost  diM 
poor  Bluster  frantic.  The  less  he  knrv.rf 
course,  the  louder  he  talked,  the  more  tiW 
ment  aivd  positive  he  became ;  at  leifi 
offering  a  bet  that  he  was  right;  at  vhiA 
Gammon  bowed,  smiled,  and  closed  it 
discussion.  While  engaged  in  it,  he  M 
of  course  been  unable  to  keep  his  eye  np^ 
Titmouse,  who  drunk,  consequrntij,  9 
a  little  fish,  never  letting  the  bottle  psi 
him.  Every  one  about  him  filled  his  p^ 
every  time— why  should  not  he  ? 

Hug  sat  next  to  Viper ;  feared  hisi,  tt 
avoided  discussion  with  him ;  for  diei^ 
they  agreed  in  their  politics,  which  wof  i 
the  loosest  and  lowest  radical  desrripiiil 
they  had  a  personal  antipathy  each  lo  ^ 
other.  In  spite  of  their  wishes,  dKj' 
length  got  entangled  in  a  very  Yirale9ts# 
troversy,  and  said  so  many  insulting  ikhf 
of  each  other,  that  the  rest  of  the  ootBvMf* 
who  had  for  some  time  been  amusM,p 
at  length — ^not  disgusted,  but  alamei|V 
the  possible  results.    Mn  Quirk  tfaolM 


iew  mnnU»*^  time  h«  should  be  in  posses- 
Btoa  of  a,  magni/ioent  gold  snuff-box,  in  ac-\\ii\£KQie^. 

k^^^wledanetA  oi  the  •ervkcea  Yio  aViouVdX    ^^"^wi^X \sw^^\\stw\i^  \a  «s 
^ffi^m  reamnd  to  hii  distinguished  goe&t  au^  \  «a  ^Mt^  ^i^^xA^  ^^  \i»mx  ^»x^\>nBiiK<^\ 
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iq(e,  ««that  win  do,Tipi9r— wfaipft  intotile 
Aext  /^uA^'twill  be  a  capital  leadet!  It 
wifl  produce  a  sensatioh!  And  in  the 
toean  time,  gentlemen,  let  me  reaiwst  joa 
to  fill  your  glasses— bumpera— -tor  Pre  a 
toast  to  propose,  hi  which  yoa^ll  all  feel  iti- 
terested  when  you  hear  who's  the  subject  of 

.  *t.  It  is  a  {rentleman  who  is  likely  soon  to 
fm  elevated  to  a  station  which  nature  has 
^mned  him— hem !  hem ! — to  adoni— -" 
**Mr.  Quirk's  proposing^  your  health, 
Titmouse!'*  whispered.  Gammon  to  his 
companion,  who,  baring  been  very  restless 
fbr  some  time,  had  at  length  become  quite 
tilent :  his  head  resting  on  his  hand,  his 
6lb.ow  on  the  table— his  eyes  languidly  half 
open,  and  his  face  exceedingly  pale.  Oam- 
fnon  saw  that  he  was  in  truth  in  a  rery  tiek- 
liah  condition. 

*•  I — wish — ^you'd — ^let  me— go  out— Fm 
•"devilish  illV — said  Titmouse,  faiatly. 
Gammon  made  a  signal  to  Quirk,  who  in- 
stantly ceased  his  speech;  and  coming 
down  to  Titmouse,  he  and  Gammon  hastily 
M  him  out  of  the  room,  and  to  the  nearest 
bedchamber,  where  he  began  to  be  very  ill, 
and  so  continued  for  several  hours.    Old 

,  Quirk,'  who  was  a  long-headed  man,  was 
delighted  by  this  occurrence ;  for  he  saw 
that  if  he  insisted  on  Titmouse's  beinff  put 

,  to  bed,  and  passing  the  night— and  perhaps 

Eke  nextdtw- at  Alibi  House,  it  would  ena- 
le  Miss  Quirk  to  bring  her  attractions  to 
bear    upon  him  effectively,  by  exhibiting 
those    aelicate   and    endearing  attentions 
which  are  so  soothing,  and  indeed  nectosa* 
ty  to  an  invalid.    Titmouse  continued  se- 
verely indi9p9sed  during  the  whole  of  the 
Isight;  and  early  in  the  morning,  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  send  for  a  medical 
knmn,  who  pronounced  Titmouse  to  be  in 
dBJiger  of  a  bilious  fever,  and  to  require 
test,  and  care,  and  medical  attendance  for 
vome  days  to  come.    This  vras  rather  *^  too 
much   of  a   good  thing'*  for  old  Qoirk-^ 
Imt  there  was  no  remedy.    Foreseeinff  that 
Titmouse  would  be  thrown  constancy,  for 
borne  time  to  come,  into  Miss  Quirk's  com- 
irany,  her  prudent   parent  enjoined  npon 
Jlfra.  Alias,  his  sister,  the  necesmty  of  im* 
pressinor  on  his  daughter's  mind  me  great 
imcertainty  that  after  all  existed  as  to  Tit^ 
nonse's  prospects ;  and  the  consequent  ne- 
oessity  there  was  for  her  to  regulate  her  con- 
duct with  a  view  to  either  failure  or  sao- 
eesa — ^to  keep  her  affections,  as  it  were,  in 
flibeyance.    But  the  fact  was,  tiiat  Miss 
Quirk  had  so  often  heard  the  subjsetof  Tit- 
inoase'p  brilliant  expectations  talked  of  by 
her  father,  and  knew  so  well  his  habitoal 
pradence  and  caation,  that  she  looked  upon 
Titmoiise's  speedy  possession  of  ten  thoa- 
Mnd  M  fear  as  a  matter  alm<mt  of  MtHiity. 


She  was  a  giil  of  aenits  nataral  shrewdiMBSt 
l^ut  of  an  early  inclination  to  maudlin  senti> 
mentality.  Had  she  been  blessed  with  tbo 
vigilant  and  affectionate  care  of  a  mother  as 
she  grew  up,  (her  mother  having  died  when 
Miss  Quirk  was  but  a  child,)  and  beau 
thrown  among  a  different  set  of  people  from 
those  who  constantly  visited  at  Alibi  Hoqae 
— «nd  of  whom  a  rerj  favourable  speoimeu 
has  been  laid  before  t^e  reader — Miss  Quirk 
might  really  have  become  a  y&ry  sei)sibl# 
and  agreeable  girl.  As  it  was,  her  maar 
ners  had  contracted  a  certain  coarsenees^ 
which  at  length  overspread  her  whole  char 
racter;  and  the  selfish  and  mercenary  nuh 
tives  by  which  she  could  not  fail  to  j^reeivt 
all  her  father's  conduct  regulated,  infected 
herself.  She  resolved,  therefore,  to  be  gi|^ 
vemed  by  the  considerations  so  urgeouy 
pressed  upon  her  by  both  her  father  and  h«i 
aunt. 

It  was  sereral  days  before  Titmouse  was 
allowed,  by  his  medical  man,  to  quit  his 
bedroom;  and  it  is  impossible  for  any  wo^ 
man  not  to  be  touched  by  the  sight  of  a  st|d^ 
den  change  effected  in  a  man  by  seveie  ior 
disposition  and  suffering— even  be  that  man 
so  poor  a  creature  as  Titmouse.  He  was 
very  pale,  and  considerably  reduced  by  the 
severe  nature  of  his  complaint,  and  of  the 
powerful  medicines  which  had  been  admi^ 
nistered  to  him.  When  he  made  his  first  ap^ 
pearance  before  Miss  Quirk,  one  afVernoon, 
with  somewhat  feeble  gait,  and  a  languid 
air,  that  mitigated,. if  it  did  not  obliterate, 
the  foolish  and  conceited  expression  of  his 
features,  she  really  regarded  him  with  coiv* 
siderable  interest ;  and,  though  she  might 
hardly  have  owned  it  even  to  herself,  bis 
expected  good  fortune  invested  him  with  a 
kind  of  subdued  radiance.  Ten  ihou»and 
a  year ! — Miss  Quirk's  heart  fluttered !  By 
the  time  that  he  vras  well  enough  to  take 
his  departure,  ahe  had,  at  his  request,  read 
over  to  him  nearly  half  of  that  truly  inte^ 
resting  work— -the  Newgate  Calendar;  she 
had  sonff  to  him,  and  played  to  him,  what** 
ever  he  liad  asked  her ;  and,  in  short,  she 
feljt  that  if  she  could  but  be  certain  that  hi 
would  gain  his  great  lawsuit,  and  step  inis 
ten  diousand  a  year,  she  could  tope  himL 
She  insisted,  on  the  day  of  his  quitting  Ali> 
bi  House,  that  he  should  write  in  her  album ; 
and  he  very  readilv  complied.  It  was  nea»> 
ly  ten  minutes  before  he  could  get  a  pen  fo 
suit  him.  At  length  he  succeeded,  and  left 
the  following  interesting  memento  of  hii*- 
self,  in  the  very  centre  of  a  fresh  page : 

*«  TiuMMt  litmMM  If  JfiLBAme, 
England  la  Mjr  Nation, 
London  It  My  dvr»\\\Tv%V\«e%> 
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Miss  Qatrk  titnied  pale  with  astonish- 
ment and  Taxation  on  seeing  this  elegant 
and  interesting  addition  to  heralham.  Tit^ 
mouse,  on  thn  contrary,  looked  at  it  with  no 
little  pride ;  for  havin?  had  a  capital  pen, 
and  his  heart  being  in  &e  task,  he  had  pro- 
daoed  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  Terj  supe- 
rior specimen  of  penmanship ;  in  fact,  the 
signature  was  by  far  the  best  he  had  erer 
written.  When  he  ^ad  gone,  Miss  Quirk 
was  twenty  times  on  the  point  of  tearing 
out  the  leaf  which  had  been  so  dismally 
4bfigured ;  but  on  her  father  coming  home 
in  the  evening,  he  laughed  heartily—**  and 
as  to  tearing  it  out,'*  said  he,  ^  let  us  first 
see  which  way  the  verdict  is.** 

Titmouse,  became,  after  this,  a  pretty 
(WK|aent  visiter  at  Alibi  House;  growing 
more  and  more  attached  to  Miss  Quirl^ 
who,  however,  conducted  herself  towards 
him  with  much  judgment.  His  inscription 
in  her- album  had  done  a  vast  deal  towards 
eooling  down  the  ardour  with  which  she 
had  bmn  disposed  to  regard  even  the  future 
owner  of  ten  thousand  a  year.  Poor  Snap 
seemed  to  have  lost  all  chance,  being  treat- 
ed with  greater  coldness  by  Miss  Quirk  on 
every  succeeding  visit  to  Alibi  House.  At 
this  he  was  sorely  discomfited;  for  she 
would  have  whatever  money  her  father 
might  die  possessed  of,  besides  a  command- 
ing interest  in  the  partnership  business. 
*'iVas  a  difficult  thing  for  him  to  preserve 
his  temper  in  his  close  intimacy  with  Tit- 
mouse, who  had  so  grievously  interfered 
with  his  prospects. 

The  indisposition  I  have  been  mention- 
ing, prevented  Tiimonse  from  paying  his 
promised  visit  *to  Satin  Lodge."  On  je- 
torning  to  his  lodgings,  from  Alibi  House, 
he  found  that  Tagrag  had  either  called  or 
sent  every  day  to  inquire  af\er  him  with4he 
most  affpctionate  anxiety ;  and  one  or  two 
notes  lying  on  his  table,  apprised  him  of  the 
lively  distress  which  the  Isulies  of  Satin 
Lodge  were  enduring  On  his  account,  and 
implored  him  to  lose  not  a  moment  in  com- 
municating the  state  of  his  health,  and  per- 
sonally assurinor  them  of  his  safety.  Thoush 
Ihe  image  of  Miss  Quirk  was  continually 
hefore  his  eyes.  Titmouse,  nevertheless,  had 
cnnning  enough  not  to  drop  the  slightest 
hint  to  the  Tarrrags  of  the  true  state  of  his 
fMlings.  Whenever  any  inquiry,  with  ill- 
disguised  anxit^ty,  was  made  by  Mrs.  Tag- 
rag  concerning  Alibi  House  and  its  inmates. 
Titmouse  would,  to  be  sure,  jnention  Miss 
Quirk,  but  in  such  a  careless  and  slighting 
way  as  gave  yreat  consolation  and  encou- 
fBgement  to  Taorrag,  his  wife,  and  daugh- 
ter. TV/i'*n  at  Mr.  QuirVs  he  spoke  some- 
nrbnt  unr?S'Tved\y  of  the  amiable  inmales 
-^  Satin  Lodge.     These  two  man^oius  wssn 


nimont  the  only  prittte  renldenees  ria||i 
by  Titmouse,  who  spent  his  rime  modii 
the  way  which  I  have  already  descift^ 
How  he  got  through  his  days  I  can  hai% 
tell.  At  his  lodgings,  he  grot  up  very  bl^ 
and  went  to  bed  very  late.  He  never  leii 
any  thing  excepting  a  song-book  lent  bin 
by  Snap,  or  a  novel,  or  some  such  book  ii 
^Boxiana,**  from  the  circulating  libra^ 
PiM^ling  over  his  dress  and  his  break&i^ 
then  whistling  and  humming,  took  ops 
much  of  every  day^  he  pass^  at  hislodf 
ings.  The  rest  was  spent  in  idlin?  aboi 
the  town,  looking  in  at  shop  wiodos^ 
and  now  and  then  going  to  some  pettf  a 
hibition.  When  evening  caoKs  he  wi 
generally  joined  by  Snap,  when  theywoiU 
spend  the  night  together  in  the  manosi 
have  already  described.  As  oiVen  tail 
dared,  he  called  at  Meners.  Quirk,  Gm- 
mon,  and  Snap's  office  at  SafTron  HilLiii 
worried  them  not  a  little  by  inquiries  e» 
eeming  the  state  of  his  affairs,  and  theesai 
of  the  delay  in  commencing  procp^diafi 
As  for  Huckabackt  by  the  way,  Titraom 
cut  him  entirely;  saying  that  he  wasa^ 
vilish  low  fellow,  and  it  was  no  use  kii0» 
ing  him.  He  made  many  desperate  eff(i% 
both  personally  and  by  letter,  to  renew  b 
aeqnamtanee  with  Titmouse,  but  in  fu 
I  may  as  well  mention,*  by  the  way,  data 
soon  as  Snap  had  got  scent  of  the  linkir 
ney  transaciion  tetween  his  friend  vk 
Huckaback,  he  called  apon  the  latter,  ni 
tendering  him  twelve  shillings,  demandd 
up  the  document  which  he  had  extod 
from  Titmouse.  Huckaback  held  cnx  ^ 
stinately  for  sometime^ — ^bat  Snap  was  in 
mnch  n)T  him,  and  talked  in 'such  a  fon» 
dable  strain  about  an  indictment  foroomp^ 
rsey  (!)  and  fraud,  that  Huckaback  at  le^ 
consented,  on  receiving  twelve  shilliagitii 
deliver  up  the  document  to  Snap,  on  eoafr 
tton  of  Snap's  destroying  it  on  the  spot 
This  was  done,  and  so  ended  all  intrrcooa 
— at  least  on  this  side  of  the  grave— betvis 
Titmouse  and  Huckaback. 

The  sum  allowed  by  Messrs.  Quiik  at 
Gammon  to  Titmouse  was  amply  safficitf 
to  have  kept  him  in  comfort ;  but  it  oeif 
would  have  enabled  him  to  lead  thekialcf 
life  which  I  have  described-^and  he  vaU 
certainly  have  got  very  awkwardly  inroli^ 
had  it  not  been  for  the  kindness  of  So^i 
advancing  him,  from  time  to  time,  9^ 
sums  ks  his  exigencies  required.  In  fi^ 
matters  went  on  as  quietly  and  smoothly  i 
possible,  for  several  months— till  about  tli 
middle  of  November,  when  an  eTenl  it 
enrred,  that  seemed  to  threaten  the  M) 
^«ifMU!kkia  of  all  his  hopes  and  eifoii^ 
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Oniric  or  Chimmon  for  nearly  a  fortnight; 
Snap  he  had  not  seen  for  nearly  a  wedc. 
At  length  he  yentared  to  make  his  appear- 
ance at  Saffron  Hill,  and  was  receiredwith 
a  startling  coldness,  a  stem  ahruptness  of 
manner,  that  frightened  him  oat  of  his  wits. 
All  the  three  partners  were  alike— ^as  for 
Snap,  the  contrast  between  his  present  and 
his  tenner  manner  was  perfectly  shocking; 
he  seemed  quite  another  person.    TTie  feet 
was,  that  the  full  statement  of  Titmouse's 
claims  had  been  laid  b^ore  Mr.  Subtle,  the 
leading  counsel  retained  in  his  behalf,  for 
his  opinion;  before  actually  commencing 
proceedings;  and  the  partners  were  indeed 
tilunder-struck  on  receiying  that  opinion: 
for  Mr.  Subtle  pointed  out  a  radical  deficien- 
cy of  proof  in  a  matter,  which«  as  soon  as 
laeir  attention  was  thus  pointedly  called  to 
it,  Messrs.  Quirk  and  Gammon  were  amazed 
at  their  haying  oyerlooked,  and  still  more  at 
its  having  escaped  the  notice  of  Mr.  Tre- 
sayle,  Mr.  Mortmain,  and  Mr.  Frankpledee. 
Mr.   Quirk  hurried  with  the  opinion  to  uie 
first  two  gentlemen :  and,  afVer  a  longinter- 
yiew  with  each,  they  owned  their  fears  that 
Mr.  Subtle  was  right,  and  that  the  defect 
seemM  incurable ;  but  they  showed  their 
agitated  clients,  that  the^f  had  been  guil^ 
of  neither  oversight  nor  ignorance,  inasmuch 
as  the  matter  in  question  was  one  of  eoi- 
dentx  only— one  which  a  msipnus  lawyer, 
with  a  full  detail  of  "  proofs''  before  him, 
could  hardly  fail  to  light  npon — but  which, 
It  would  be  found,  had  b^n  assumed  and 
taken  for  granted  in  the  cases  laid  before 
conveyancers.    They  promised  to  turn  it 
orer  in  their  minds,  and  to  let  Messrs.  Quirk 
mnd  Gammon  know  if  any  thing  occurred 
to   vary  their  impression.    Mr.  Tresayle 
^nd  Mr.  Mortmain,  however,  preserved  an 
ominous  silence.    As  for  Frankpledge,  he 
Had  a  knack,  somehow  or  another,  of  sd- 
^"ways  comingr  to  the  conclusion  wished  and 
hoped  for  by  his  clients ;  and,  afler  prodi- 
f(tous .  pains,  wrote  a  very  long  opinion,  to 
«how  that  there  was  nodiing  tn  the  objeo- 
don.     Neither  Mr.  Quirk  nor  Mr.  Gammon 
Aould  understand  the  process  by  which  Mr. 
Frankpledge  arrived  at  such  a  result;  bat, 
in  despair,  they  laid  his  opinion  b^re  Mr. 
Subtle,  in  the  shape  of  a  second  case  for  his 
opinion.     It  was,  in  a  few  days'  time, 
letnmed  to  them,  with  only  a  line  or  two— 
thus: 

••  With  every  respect  for  the  gentleman 

who  wrote  this  opinion,  I  cannot  perceive 

what  it  has  to  do  with  the  question.    I  see 

«o  reason  whatever  to  depart  from  the  view 

^  f  have  already  taken  of  this  case.    J.  S." 

Hero  was  Bomethiag  like  a  dead  lock. 
.     ''  We*i9  done.  Gammon  /*'  said  Quirk, 
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wiih  a  dismayed   air.    Gammon 
lost,  and  made  no  answer. 

♦*  Does  any"  thing— eh  1 — any  thing  oe- 
cur  to  you  1  Gammon,  I  wiii  say  thu  foi 
you — ^you're  a  long-headed  fellow."  Still 
Gammon  spoke  not. 

**  Gammon !  Gammon! — ^I  really  belieya 
—yon  begin  to  see  something." 

"  It't  to  be  done,  Mr.  Quirk !"  said  Gam- 
mon at  length,  with  a  grave  and  apprehen- 
sive look,  and  a  cheek  paler  than  before. 

««Eh!  howT  Oh,  I  see!— Know  what 
you  mean.  Gammon,"  replied  Quirk  with  a 
harried  whisper,  glancing  at  both  doom  lo 
see  that  they  were  safe. 

."  We  must  resume  our  intercourse  with 
Titmouse,  and  let  matters  go  on  as  beforSt** 
said  Gammon  with  a  very  anxious,  but|  at 
the  same  time,  a  determined  air. 

**  I— I  wonder  if  what  has  occurred  la 
you  is  what  has  occurred  to  me  !"  inquired 
Quirk,  in  an  eager  whisper. 

"  Pooh !  pooh !  Mr.  Quirk." 

**  Gammon,  dear  Gammon,  no  myst«ry ! 
You  know  I  have  a  deep  stake  in  this  ma^ 
ter!" 

•«  So  have  I,  Mr.  Quirk,"  replied  Qnm- 
mon,  with  a  sigh.  **  However'' — Heretka 
partners  put  tli^ir  heads  close  together,  and 
whispered  to  each  other  in  a  low,  eamesl 
tone,  for  some  minutes.  Quirk  rose  from 
his  seat,  and  took  two  or  three  turns  about 
the  room  in  silence,  Gammon  watching  him 
calmly. 

To  his  inexpressible  relief  and  joy,  with- 
in a  few  hours  of  the  happening  of  the 
above  colloquy,  Titmouse  round  himself 

K laced  on  precisely  his  former  footing  with 
lessrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap. 
In  order  to  bring  on  the  cause  for  trial  at 
the  next  spring  assizes,  it  was  necessary 
that  the  declaration  in  ejectment  should  be 
served  on  the  tenant  in  possession  befofs 
Hilary  term ;  and,  in  a  matter  of  such  ma^ 
nitude,  it  was  deemed  expedient  for  Saap 
to  go  down  and  personally  effect  the  service 
in  question.  In  consequence,  also,  of  aooia 
very  important  suggestions  as  to  the  evi- 
dence, given  by  the  janior  in  the  cause,  it 
was  arranged  that  Snap  should  go  down 
about  a  week  before  the  time  fixed  upon  lor 
effecting  the  service,  and  make  minute  i»> 
quiries  as  to  one  or  two  fects  which  it  was 
understood  could  beestablishedinevideiioa 
As  soon  as  Titmouse  heard  of  this  mov»> 
ment,  that  Snap  was  going  direct  to  Yatton, 
the  scoie  of  his.  Titmouse's,  future  giea^ 
ness,  he  made  the  most  pertinacious  and  ve- 
hement entreaties  to  Messrs.  Quirk  and 
Gammon  to  be  allowed  to  aiGCOi(n^T£<]  Vi&aB^ 
even  going  down  QiiYaa>isfiea.  TVwa'Ww 
no  resiaUns  tlttB\  Wx.  >5^^1  w»k^A 
•olemn  v\edm  ftom  Vvnx  ^^  ^^ 
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'piftoe  himaelf  tfotirely  at  the  diiposal  of 
Snap :  go  under  some  feigned  name»  and, 
is  ehort,  neither  say  nor  do  any  thing 
fending  to  disdoee  their  real  character  or 
#nand. 

Snap  and  Titmoose  established  them- 
•ehee  at  the  Hate  and  Hounds  inn  at  Gril- 
ston;  and  the  former  immediately  began, 
oaatioasly  and  quietly,  to  collect  such  eyi- 
deiiee  as  he  coold  diseoTer.  One  of  the  first 
penons  to  whom  he  went  was  old  Blind  Bess, 
liis  many  presttne  questions  at  length 
etinred  up  in  the  old  woman's  raind,  rocol- 
leoCions  of  long-forgotten  names,  persons, 
places,  scenes,  and  associations,  thereby 
prodocinff  an  agitation  not  easily  to  be  s^ot 
nd  of,  and  which  had  by  no  means  subsided 
when  Dr.  Tatham  and  Mr.  Aubrey  paid  her 
the  Christmas-day  Tisit,  which  has  been 
already  described. 

The  reader  has  had  abeady  pretty  distmet 
indications  of  die  manner  in  which  Tit- 
mouse and  Snap  conducted  themselyes  du- 
ring their  stay  in  Yorksiiire,  uui  which,  I 
inr,  have  not  tended  to  raise  either  of  these 
gentlemen  in  the  reader's  estimation.  Tit- 
Moose  manifested  a  very  natural  anxiety  to 
•ee  die  present  occupants  of  Yatton ;  audit 
was  witti  infinite  difficulty  that  Snap  cooM 
pieyent  him  from  sneaking  about  in  the  im- 
Mediate  neighbourhood  of  the  Hall,  with 
the  hope  of  seeing  them.  His  first  encoun- 
tsr  with  Mr.  and  Miss  Aubrey  was  entirely 
accidental,  as  the  reader  may  remember; 
and  when  he  found  that  the  lady  on  horse- 
back near  Yatton,  and  the  lady  ^hora  he 
had  striven  to  attract  the  notice  of  in  Hyde 
Park,  were  one  and  the  same  beaotiftil  wo- 
man, and  that  that  beautiful  woman  was 
neither  more  nor  less  than  the  sister  of  the 
TOSsent  owner  of  Yatton — ^the  marvellous 
discorery  created  a  mighty  pother  in 
his  little  feelings.  The  blaSo  of  Kate 
Aubrey^s  beauty,  in  an  instant  consu- 
med the  images  of  both  Tabitha  Tagrag 
md  Dora  Quirk.  It  even  for  a  while  out- 
shone the  splendours  of  ten  thousand  a 
year;  such  is  the  inexpressiMe  and  incalco- 
lahle  power  of  woman's  beauty  over  every 
tUn^  in  the  shape  of  a  man— over  even  so 
despicable  a  sample  of  him  as  Tittlebat 
Titmouse* 

While  puttbiff  in  practice  some  of  those 
abominable  tricks  to  which,  under  Snap's 
totslage,  Titmouse  had  become  accustomed 
in  waikng  the  streets  of  London,  and  from 
which  even  the  rough  handling  they  had 
ffot  from  farmer  Haael  could  not  torn  him, 
Titnoonse  at  length,  as  has  been  seen,  most 


and  suddenly  beset  by  m  little  imp  of 
ness*  When  Titmouse  discovered  wh 
the  object  of  his  audacious  and  rev 
advanoea,  his  soul  was  petrified  witiiii 
and  it  was  fortunate  that  the  ^riek  oi 
Aubrey's  attendant  at  length  startlei 
into  a  recollectiao  of  m  pair  of  hec 
which  he  was  that  evening  indebted  l 
escape  from  a  most  murderous  cudg< 
which  might  have  been  attended  wi 
efiect  not  contemplated  by  him  who  in 
it,  viz. :  the  retention  of  the  Aubreys : 
possession  of  Yatton !  Titmouse  n 
nearly  half-a-mile  on  the  high-road  to 
Grilston,  without  stopping.  He  dan 
venture  back  to  Yatton,  with  the  sooi 
the  lusty  iaimer's  voice  in  his  ears, 
back  from  the  Aubrey  Arms  the  horse 
had  broufffat  him  that  afternoon  from 
ton,  to  which  place  he  wralked  on,  tfa 
the  snow  and  darioiess ;  reaching  his 
a  perfect  panic,  from  which,  at  len| 
tumbler  of  stiff  brandy  and  water,  wit 
or  three  cigars,  somewhat  relieved 
Forgetfiil  of  the  solenui  pledge  wbi 
had  given  to  Messrs.  Qoixk,  GraomioB 
Snap,  not  to  disclose  his  name  or  e 
and  it  never  once  occurring  to  him  tB 
he  would  but  keep  his  own  counsel, 
Aubrey  could  never  identify  him  wil 
ni$an  who  had  assailed  her,  he  vpa 
interval  between  eight  and  twelve  o^ 
at  which  latter  hour  the  coach  by  whi 
had  resolved*  tb  return  to  London  ^ 
pass  through  Grilston,  in  inditing  tb 
lowing  letter  to  Miss  Aubrey : 


**  Honoured  Miss, 

"  Hoping  No  Offence  Will  be  1 
where  None  is  meant,  (which  am  Sia 
This  I  send  To  say  Who  I  Am,  whi 
the  Right  And  True  Owner  of  Yatton  i 
You  Enjoy  Among  You  All  At  Thii 
sent  rnu  The  Law  Give  it  to  M)  ^ 
It  quickly  Will  And  which  It  Ou^ 
Have  done  When  I  were  l^^rst  Born 
Before  Yr.  Respect.  Family  ever  Caia 
it,  And  Me  which  Yr.  bond.  Brother  1 
so  Unlawfully  Got  Pocneseion  Of 
Come  Back  to  Them  Whose  Due  t  n 
Is  myself  as  will  be  Sone  provd.  And 
am  most  truly  Sony  Of  on  your  Ovn 
r  Meaning  bond.  Miss,  yon  Alone) » 
As  Yatton  is  Intirely  Mine  So  My  HeJ 

ftirt  and  No  Longer  my  Own  £t«! 
Saw  You  first  as  Can  Easily  pro« 
wh.  doubtless  You  Have  forgot  Seeim 
Never  New,  seeiii^  (as  Mr.  Gammos 
SoWidtct^  And  a  Very  Great  Lawyer, 


vnwillinglj  fell  foul  of  that  felr  «eat«M»,    ^ .  _^ ..  ^^^  _, 

Omtharine  Aubrey  henelf;  wlio  aeeme^^  Oaa«»  AUir  CiTtumt\Aff^  CaT'l 

j^yr  like  an  angelic  meeaenger,  TetaTiATJ(g\>llotftTV!««v^'aX\\«t^'«t^  -Ms^  kM 
■'•     ^"er  ernmd  of  sympathy  «Dd  iMwrjA^^*^  K^'^eitst'^wxsgax^lL^^^^ 
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r' 


lit: 


ingJk^on  and  wH.  eaimol  Mp  Ever 
I  First  «aw  Yor.  most  Lovelv  and 
e  and  tirffcing  Face  wh.  hav«  Stuck 
J  Mind  Ever  Since  Day  and  Night 
inflT  and  Waking  T  will  Take  my  Oath 
r  Of  Having  LorM  Any  one  Else, 
^ (mnst  Say)have  Had  a  Wonderfol 
Offert  From  Females  of  The  Highed 
Since  My  Tmly  Wonderful  Good 
le  got  Talked  About  every  Where  but 
Refuted  Them  M  for  yr,  $ake.  And 
d  all  the  World  But  you.  When  I 
You  on  Horseback  It  was  All  my 
m  con^fusion  In  Seeing  you  Hlie 
Gent,  was  One  of  my  Keepec.  Soli- 
)  wh.  Threw  Me  off  in  tlwt  Ridiculous 
wh.  was  a  Great  Mortification  And 
My  brute  Of  A  horse  gotmeo  '^ot  I 
ibered  You  and  was  Wonderfhl  struck 
Four  Imprwed  Jfppeartmu  (As  tbat 
Gent  can  Testify)  And  you  was 
1.  Miss)  Quite  wrong  Tb-mgAt  when 
spoke  Uncommon  Angry  To  Me, 
f  If  I  had  Only  Ktiown  what  Female 
I  (meaning  yownelfwhieh  Ifeepeei  to) 
So  Late  Aldne  I  should  Have  apcdce 
Different  So  hope  You  will  Tliink 
he  More  Of  that  Truly  Unpleaaani 
Now  rHond.  Madam)  What  I  have 
|r  Is  if  You  win  Please  to  Condescend 
leld  To  My  Desire  we  Can  Live  Most 
imon  Comfortable  at  Yatton  Together 
Place  shall  Have  Great  Pleasure  in 
ting  you  from  and  I  may  {perhape) 
»m^ing  Handsome  for  yr.  respecta- 
Erotker  And  Family,  wh.  can  Oflen 
to  see  us  And  Live  in  the  Neighbour- 
if  Yon  Refuse  me,  will  nol  say  What 
happen  to  Those  which  (am  Told) 
%e  a  oreetoiM  Long  Figure  wh.  may 
jpa)  Make  a  Handsome  Abatement  If 
nd  I  Hit  ii. 

oping  You  Will  Forget  what  Have 
leh  Grievd.  me  And  Write  pr.  return 
It. 

"Am 
'^hond.  Miss, 
r.  most  Loving  k>  Devoted  Slave 
••(Till  Death) 

•*TlTTLBBAT  TlVlfOliaB. 

Private,'') 

s  equally  characteristic  and  disgosting 
Btion,  its  infatuated  writer  sealed 
,  and  tiien  left  it  with  sixpence  in  the 
of  the  landlady  of  the  Hare  and 
ds,  to  be  delivered  at  Yatton  Hall  tiie 
liing  in  the  morning.  The  good  wo- 
however,  having  no  particular  wish 
iffB  such  a  strange  puppy,  whom  she 
mr  too  glad  to  get  rid  pf,  and  having 
1  deal  to  Bttend  to^aid  the  letter  on 
tiamef-pieoe,  and  eatirefy  ioat  tight 


of  it  for  aenriy'  a  fuita^lit*  ShoHllr  aflbr 
the  lamentable  tidings  oonoeming  me  in^ 
pending  misfortunes  of  the  Aubroy  family 
nad  been  eommunieatsd  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Grilston,  she  forwarded  the  letter— Uttle 
dreaming  of  the  character  in  which  ita 
writer  was  likely  ere  long  to  re<ippear  at 
Grilston— -with  one  or  two  others,  a  day  or 
two  after  Miss  Aubrey  had  had  ihe  inter* 
view  with  her  brothw  which  I  have  de> 
scrilied  to  the  reader;  but  it  lay  nnnotioed 
by  any  one-^ebove  all,  by  the  sweet  sufferer 
whose  namb  was  indicted  on  it—among  a 
great  number  of  misoelianeous  letters  imd 

{tapers  which  had  been  suffered  to  aeenmo 
ate  on  the  library  table. 

Mr.  Aubrey  entered  the  library  one  mom 
ing  alone,  for  the  purpose  of  atlendiae  to 
many  matters  which  bad  been  long  negwct- 
ed.  He  vraa  evidsally  thmn^:  bis  faee 
was  pale,  and  his  maimer  delected:  stffi 
thefe  was  aboot  him  a  ik>bleair  of  cahnneas 
and  resohitlon.  Through  the  riehly<>pietared 
old  stained-glass  wiMoWy  the  mottled  soih 
beams  were  streaming  in  a  kind  of  tender 
radianoe  Ctpon  the  dear  old  familiar  objects 
around  hioa.  All  was  alent  Having  dmwn 
his  chair  to  the  table,  on  which  were  lying 
a  confused  heap  c^  letters  and  papers,  he 
felt  a  momentarv  repognanoe  to  enter  upon 
the  task  wbich  he  had  aasigiied  to  himself, 
of  opening  and  attendii^  to  them;  and 
walked  slowlv  for  some  tme  up  and  dow« 
the  room  wiu  folded  armay  Uttering  ooea* 
sionally  profbtlnd  sighs.  At  length  he  sat 
down,  and  commenced  the  disheartemog 
task  of  opening  tlie  many  letters  before  him. 
One  of  tne  first  he  opeiied  was  from  'Peter 
Johnson— 4lie  old  tenant  to  whom  he  had 
lent  the  sum  of  twohundrSd  poonds;  it  was 
full  of  expressions  of  gmtitude  and  respect. 
Then  came  a  letter,  a  forteigfat  old,  bearing 
the  frank  of  Lord  -<^-«i,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Afiairs.  He  opened  it  and 
read: 

»•  Mv  dear  Aubrey, 

'•You  will  remember  that  Lord  — *8 
motion  stands  for  the  28th.  We  all  venture 
to  calculate  upon  reoeivbig  your  powerful 
support  in  the  debate.  We  expect  to  be 
much  pressed  with  the  Duke  of^— *8  af- 
fair, which  you  handled  shortly  before  the 
recess  with  such  signal  ability  and  success. 
When  you  return  to  town,  you  must  expeot 
a  renewal  of  certain  offers,  which  I  most 
sincerely  trust,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
service,  will  not  be  again  declined. 
••  Ever  yours  faithfully. 
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'Mr.  Aubrey  laiA' down  the  letter  e^mly, 
as  soon  as  he  had  read  it;  and,  leaning  back 
in  his  chair,  seemed  lost  in  thought  for  se- 
veral minutes.  Presently  he  re-applied 
himself  to  his  task,  and  opened  and  glanced 
oTer  a  great  many  letters ;  the  contents  of 
ssFeral  of  which  occasioned  him  deep  emo- 
tion. Some  were  from  persons  in  distress 
whom  he  had  SBsisted,  and  who  implored  a 
continuance  of  his  aid ;  others  were  from 
ardent  political  friends-— some  sanguine, 
others  aesponding— concerning  the  pros- 
pects of  the  session.  Two  or  duree  hmted 
that  it  was  every  where  reported  that  he  had 
been  offered  one  of  the  under-secretaryships, 
and  had  declined ;  but  that  it  was,  at  the 
king's  desire,  to  be  pressed  upon  him.  Ma- 
ny letters  were  on  private,  and  still  more  on 
county  business;  and  with  one  of  them  he 
was  engaged,  when  a  servant  entered  with 
one  of  that  morning's  county  papers.  Tired 
with  his  task,  Mr.  Aubiey  rose  from  his 
chair  as  the  servant  save  him  the  paper ; 
and,  standing  before  uie  fiie,  he  unfolded 
the  Forkahire  Stingo^  and  fenced  listlessly 
ofer  its  miscellaneous  contents.  At  length 
his  eye  lit  upon  the  following  paragraph : 

**  The  rumours  so  deeply  Meeting  a  mem- 
ber for  a  certain  boroufi|h  in  this  county, 
and  to  which  we  alluded  iii  our  last  paper 
but  one,  turn  out  to  be  well-founded.  A 
claimant  has  started  up  to  the  very  lar^e 
estates  at  present  hdd  by  the  gentleman  in 
anestion;  and  we  are  very  much  misin- 
termed  if  the  ensuing  spring'  assize^  will 
not  effect  a  considerable  chance  in  the  re- 
presentation of  the  borough  alluded  to,  by 
relieving  it  from  the  tory  thraldom  under 
which  it  has  been  so  long  oppressed.  We' 
have  no  wish  to  bear  hard  upon  a  fidling 
man ;  and,  therefore,  shall  make  no  comment 
upon  the  state  of  mind  in  which  the  person 
may  be  presumed  to  be,  who  must  be  con- 
scious that  he  has  been  so  long  enjoying  the 
just  rights  of  others.  Some  extraordinary 
disclosures  mavbe  looked  for  when  the  trial 
comes  on.  We  have  heard  from  a  Quarter 
on  which  we  are  disposed  to  place  reliance, 
that  the  claimant  is  a  sentleman  of  decided 
whig  principles,  and  unio  will  prove  a  valu- 
able accession  to  the  liberal  cause.** 

The  tears  very  nearly  forced  tfieir  way 
out  of  Mr.  Aubrey's  eyes  on  reading  this 
most  unfeeling  paragraph;  but  they  had, 
with  a  strong  effort,  been  dispersed  just  as 
Miss  Aubrey  entered  the  room.  Her  bro- 
ther quietly  folded  up  the  paper,  and  laid  it 
aside,  fearful  lest  his  sisters  feelings  should 


in  somB  sort  ctonneeled,  tirv  mgli  ftt 
relationship  of  the  editors,  with  the  Tmk^ 
thir^  Stingo.  Tkte  idea  had  been  soggaHid 
by  Gammon,  of  attempting  to  enlist  thi 
foHiieal  feeling  of  a  portion  of  the  oomilf 
m  favour  of  their  client. 

**  Here  are  several  letters  for  jroc*,  Kate,** 
said  her  brother,  picking  several  of  tboi 
out.  Tlie  very  first  she  took  np,  it  hatitf 
attracted  her  attention  Inr  the  double  m], 
and  the  vulgar  style  of  die  hnndwiitiDf, 
was  that  from  Titmouse,  which  has  jnit 
been  laid  before  the  reader.  With  muck 
surprise  she  opened  the  letter,  her  brotlHr 
being  similarly  engaged  with  his  own;  aai 
her  lace  getting  gradually  paler  as  she  wot 
on,  at  lei^th  she  flung  it  on  Uie  floor  witk  a 
passionate  air,  and  burst  into  tears.  Her 
orother,  with  astonishment,  exelairaed<- 
"Dear  Kate,  what  is  iti"  and  he  roes  aai 
stooped  to  pick  up  the  letter. 

«< Don't— don't,  Charles!"  she  cried, [«!> 
ting  her  foot  upon  it,  and  flinging  her  am 
round  his  neck.  **It  is  an  andacioas  leus 
— a  vulgar,  a  cruel  letter,  dear  Charles  T 
Her  emotion  increased  as 'her  thoughts  » 
cnrred  to  the  heartless  paragraph  coaeeninf 
her  brother  with  which  the  letter  eoneladei 
*'  I  could  have  overlooked  eve^  thing  btf 
(Aof,"  said  she  unwittingly.  With  gendi 
force  he  succeeded  in  getting  hold  of  tki 
painfullv  ridiculous  and  €x>ntemptible  efli- 
sion.  He  attempted  faintly  to  saaile  se?eni 
times  as  he  went  on. 

•«  Don't— don't,  dearest  Charles !  I  oat 
bear  it.  Don't  smile— -it's  very  hi  ftm 
your  heart;  you  do  it  only  to  aasuie  ate." 

Here  Mr.  Aubrey  read  the  paragraph  eoa- 
ceming  himself.  His  face  tamed  a  littli 
paler  than  before,  and  his  lips  quivered  wii 
suppressed  emotion.  "  He  is  evidently  i 
very  foolish  fellow !"  he  exclaimed,  waUmf 
towards  the  window,  with  his  back  to  \m 
sister,  whom  he  did  not  vriah  to  see  hov 
much  he  was  affected  by  so  petty  an  io» 
dent 

**  What  does  he  allude  to»  Kate,  whea  h 
talks  of  your  having  spoken  angrily  to  hia 
and  that  he  did  not  know  yon  V^  he  ineaiM 
after  a  few  momenta'  pause,  retuminf  i 
her. 

**0  dear! — I  am  ao  grieved  that  ym 
should  have  noticed  it— but  ainoe  yon  «k 
me"— and  she  told  him  the  occurrenoeal 
luded  to  in  the  letter.  Mr.  Anbray  di^ 
himself  up  unconsciously  as  Kate  wentfla 
and  ahe  perceived  him  becoming  still  pski 
than  before,  and  feU  the  kindiii^  angvflf 


be  pierced  by  so  coarse  and  brutu  a  pare-  his  eye. 

pnphf  which f  in  fiict,  had  been  concocted  I     **•  Forget  it— for^t  it,  dearest  Charles  P 
w  London  in  the  office  of  Messn.  Quirk A^  ^«K\^tah\ft^h«ui^  is  really  not  woilhi 
GanamoOf  wad  Snap,  who  were,  as  heforex^oiif^xC''  «^  VJ^^fe^^^^  ViscsmUjinf  ssi* 
^i^ted, intenataAin  the Sundag lM«^bk^\Vsft;S  *•  to  a^  Vh^  w««t  \xi Xmi^  ^SsMm^V 
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witnessed  her  brother  the  subject  of  such 
powerful  emotions  as  then  ihade  rigid  his 
alender  frame.  'At  lengthy  drawing  a  long 
breath — 

**  It  is  fortunate,  Kate,**  said  he  calmly, 
'*that  A6  is  not  a  sentleman,  and  that  I  en- 
deavour to  be — a  Christian.'*  She  flung  her 
vms  round  him,  exclaiming,  **  There  spoke 
my  own  noble  brother  !*' 

**  I  shall  preserve  this  letter  as  a  curiosity, 
Kate,"  said  he  presently ;  and  with  a  pointed 
significance  ot  manner,  that  arrested  his 
•ister*8  attention,  he  added, — **  It  is  rather 
singular,  but  some  time  before  you  came  in, 
I  opened  a  letter  in  which  your  name  is 
mentioned — ^I  cannot  say  in  a  nmilar  man- 
ner, and  yet — in  short,  it  is  from  Lord  De 
la  Zouch,  enclosing  one        ** 

Miss  Aubrey  suddenly  blushed  scarlet, 
and  trembled  violently. 

**  Don't  be  agitated,  my  dear  Kate,  the 
enclosure  is  from  Lady  De  la  Zouch :  and 
if  it  be  the  same  strain  of  kindness  that  per- 
Tttdes  Lord  De  la  Zonch's  letter  to  me ** 

^  I  would  rather  that  you  opened  and  read 
it,  Charles,'* — she  faltered,  sinking  into  a 
ohaLfi 

•*Come,  come,  dear  Kate— play  the  wo- 
man !'*  said  her  brother  with  an  affectionate 
air.  **  To  sav  that  there  is  nothing  in  these 
letters  that  I  believe  will  interest  you — very 
deeply  gratify  and  interest  your  feelings- 
would  be        ** 

••  I  know— I— I— suspect— I** ^faltered 

Miss  Aubrey,  with   much    agitation — '*I 
ihall  return.** 

**  Then  yoo  shall  take  these  letters  with 
f  on,  and  read  or  not  read  them  as  you  like,'* 
imid  her  brother,  putting  the  letters  into  her 
liand  with  s  fond  and  sorrowful  smile,  that 
icon,  however,  flitted  away — and,  leading 
ler  to  the  door,  he  was  once  mor^ 
done;  and,  afler  a  brief  interval , of,  rc» 
|ery,  he  wrote  answers^lo  such  of  the 
nany  letters  before  him  as  he  considered 
wiliest  to  require  them. 

Notwithstanding  the  judgment  and  ten- 
lemess  with  which  Dr.  Tatham  discharged 
he  very  serious  duty  which,  at  the  entreaty 
>f  his  aflllcted  friends,  he  had  undertaken, 
jf  breaking  to  Mrs.  Aubrey  the  calamity 
irith  which  she  and  her  family  were  me- 
laced,  the  effects  of  the  disclosure  had  been 
aijost  disastrous.  They  had  paralysed  her; 
md  Mr.  Aubrey,  who  had  long  been  await- 
ng  the  issue,  in  sickening  suspense,  in  an 
idjoinin?  room,  was  hastily  summoned  in 
a  behold  a  monrnfbl  and  heart-rending 
ipectacle.  His  venerable  mother — she  who 
lad  given  him  life  at  the  mortal  peril  of  her 
ywn;  she  whom  he  cherished  with  unut- 
erabie  tenderness  and  nverence ;  she  who 
9ted  apon  him  as  upon  the  light  of  her 


eyes ;  from  whose  dear  lips  he  had  never 
heard  a  word  of  unkindness  or  severity ; 
whose  heart  had  never  known  an  impulse 
but  of  gentle,  noble,  unbounded  ^nerosity 
towards  all  around  her — this  idolized  being 
now  lay  suddenly  prostrated  and  blighted 
before  him. 

Poor  Aubrey  yielded  to  his  long  and  vio- 
lent agony,  m  the  presence  of  her  who 
could  no  longer  hear,  or  see,  or  be  sensible 
of  what  was  passing  in  the  chamber. 

*•  My  son,**  said  Dr.  Tatham,  s^r  the 
first  burst  of  his  friend's  grief  was  over,  and 
he  knelt  down  beside  his  mother,  with  hef 
hand  grasped  in  his,  **  despise  not  the  chas- 
tening of  the  Lord ;  neither  be  weary  of  his 
correction. 

•*  For  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  corrcct- 
eth,  even  as  a  father  the  son  in  whom  he  de- 
lighteth. 

••  The  Lord  will  not  cast  off  for  ever. 
**  But  though  he  cause  grief,  yet  will  he 
have  compassion,  according  to  the  multitude 
of  his  mercies. 

**  For  he  doth  not  afflict  willingly,  nor 
grieve  the  children  of  men.**     , 

It  was  with  great  dilBculty  that  Dr.  Tat- 
ham could  render  himself  audible  while 
murmuring  these  soothing  and  solemn  pasr 
sages  of  scripture  in  the  car  of  his  distract* 
ed  friend,  beside  whom  he  knelt. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  had  suffered  a  paralytic 
seizure,  and  lay  motionless  and  insensible; 
her  features  slighUy  disfigured,  but  partial- 
ly concealed  beneath  her  long  silvery  gray 
hair,  which  had,  in  the  suddenness  of  the 
fit,  strayed  from  beneath  her  cap. 

•'But  what  am  I  about  1"  at  length  ex- 
claimed Mr.  Aubrey,  with  a  languid  and 
alarmed  air — •*  has  medical  assistance  ** 
••  Dr.  Goddart  and  Mr.  Whateley  are 
both  sent  for  by  several  servants,  and 
will  doubtless  be  very  quickly  here,"  re- 
plied Dr. Tatham;  and  \vhilehe  yet  spoke  , 
Mr.  Whateley — who,  when  hastened  on  by 
the  servant  who  had  been  sent  for  him,  was 
entering  the  park  on  a  visit  to  young  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  who  was  also  seriously  ill  and  in 
peculiarly  critical  circumstances— entered 
the  room,  and  immediately  resorted  to  tha 
necessary  measures.  Soon  af^rwards, 
also.  Dr.  Goddart  arrived ;  but,  alas,  how 
little  could  they  do  for  the  venerable  suf- 
ferer. 

During  the  next,  and  for  many  ensuing 
days,  the  lodge  was  assailed  by  very  many 
anxious  and  sympathizing  inquirers,  who 
were  answered  by  Waters,  whom  Mr.  Au- 
brey—oppressed by  the  number  of  friends 
who  hurried  up  to  the  HalU  wvd  \»a\%\rA. 
upon  sedne  \\\Ttt  U)  ^»t«t\al\ii  'Qcv^  ««^vx  \^ 
which  the  aTeaAfVA  mmti\\^  ^«t^  ^«m«^—  ^ 
hadstaticmed  tkiew  todTi%^^^^^^^»*^  \ 
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the  Teqoisite  information.  The  Hall  was 
pervaded  by  a  jgloom  that  could  be  felt. 
Every  servant  had  a  wo-begone  look,  and 
moved  about  as  if  a  funeral  were  stirring. 
Little  Charles  and  Agnes,  almost  imprison- 
ed in  their  nurseiTt  seemed  quite  puzzled 
and  confused  at  the  strange,  unusual  seri- 
ousness, and  quietness,  and  melancholy 
faces  every  where  about  them.  Kate 
romped  not  with  them  as  had  been  her 
wont;  but  would  constantly  burst  into 
tears  as  she  held  them  on  her  knee  or  in  her 
arms,  trying  to  evade  the  continual  ques- 
tioning of  Charles.  *^I  think  it  will  be 
time  mr  me  to  cry  too  by-and-lyr !"  said  he 
to  her  one  day,  with  an  air  half  in  jest  and 
half  in  earnest,  that  made  poor  Kate's  tears 
flow  afresh.  Sleepless  nights  and  days  of 
sorrow  soon  told  upon  her  appearance.  Her 
glorious  buoyancy  of  spirits,  that  erewhile, 
as  it  were,  had  filled  the  whole  Hall  with 
^adness — where  were  they  nowl  Ah, 
me !  the  rich  bloom  had  disappeared  from 
her  beautiful  cheek;  but  her  high  spirit, 
though  oppressed,  was  not  broken,  and  she 
stood  firmfy  and  calinly  amid  the  scowling 
skies  and  lowering  tempests.  You  fan- 
cied you  saw  her  auburn  tresses  stirred  up- 
on her  pale  but  calm  brow  by  the  breath  of 
the  approaching  storm ;  and  that  she  also 
felt  it,  but  trenmled  not.  Her  heart  might 
be,  indeed,  bruised  and  shaken;  but'her 
tfirit  was,  ay,  unconquerable.  My  glo- 
nous  Kate,  bow  my  heart  goes  forth  to- 
wards you ! 

And  thou,  her  brother,  who  art  of  kii^ 
dred  spirit ;  who  art  supported  by  philoso- 
phy, and  exalted  by  religion,  so  tnat  thy 
constancy  cannot  be  shaken  or  overthrown 
by  the  black  and  ominous  swell  of  trouble 
which  is  increasing  and  closing  around  thee, 
I  know  that  thou  wilt  outlive  the  storm-— 
and  yet  it  rocks  thee! ^ 

A  month  or  two  may  see  thee  and  thine 
expelled  from  old  Yatton,  and  not  merely 
having  lost  every  thing,  but  with  a  liability 
to  thy  successor  that  will  han^  round  thy 
neck  like  a  millstone.  AVhat,  indeed,  is  to 
become  of  you  all  T  Whither  will  you  go  1 
And  your  suffering  mother,  should  she  sur- 
vive so  long,  is  ner  precious  form  to  be 
borne  away  from  Yatton  1 

Around  thee  stand  those  who,  if  thou 
fallest,  V'ill  perish— and  that  thou  know  est ; 


tXOOnd  thy  calm,  sorrowful,  but  erect  figure  --.And  here,  on  each  retarniDg  Sabbttdi,  Join — • 


MAN,  who  hath  calmly  girded  up  his  ]dm 
against  the  coming  fight ! 

^was  Sabbath  evening,  some  five  wedi 
or  so  after  the  happening  of  the  moonilid 
events  above  commemorated,  and  Kate  ks* 
ving  spent  as  usual  several  hours  keepii| 
watch  beside  the  silent  and  motioillMi 
figure  of  her  mother,  had  quitted  the  efaMH- 
ber  for  a  brief  interval  thinking  to  relien 
her  oppressed  spirits  by  walking,  for  a  littk 
while,  up  and  down  the  lone  galleiT.  &■ 
ving  slowly  paced  backwards  and  lOTWuk 
once  or  twice,  she  rested  against  the  littk 
oriel  window  at  the  furthest  extremity  of  tie 
gallery,  and  gazed,  with  saddened  eye,up(i 
the  settin£[  sun,  till  at  length,  in  calm  ^ns* 
deur,  it  disappeared  beneath  the  hcnioi. 
*Tw^s  to  Kate  a  solemn  and  mournful  agi; 
especially  followed  as  it  was  by  the  deep* 
ening  shadows  and  gloom  of  evening.  Sfai 
sighed ;  and,  with  her  hands  cros0ed  oohs 
bosom,  gazed  with  a  tearful  eye,  into  tk 
darkening  sky,  where  glittered  the  brilliul 
evening  star.  Thus  she  remained,  a  t)i» 
sand  pensive  and  tender  thoughts  paxaiag 
through  her  mind,  till  the  increa&ing  ckilii 
of  evening  warned  her  to  retire.  "  1  v3 
go,**  said  she  to  herself,  as  ahe  walked 
slowly  along,  *^  and  try  to  play  the  evesiqi 
hymn— I  may  not  have  many  move  oppo* 
tunitiesP*  With  this  view,  she  getiij 
opened  the  drawinff-room  door,  and,  g\» 
cing  around  found  that  she  should  be  aki» 
The  fire  gave  the  only  light.  She  opaed 
the  or^n  with  a  si^h,  and  then  sat  dom 
before  it  for  some  minutes  without  to«chio| 
the  keys.  At  length  she  struck  them  tflj 
gently,  as  if  fearful  of  disturbing  those  wk% 
she  soon  recollected,  were  too  distant  tt 
hear  her.  Ah !  how  many  associatioDS  wen 
stirred  up  as  she  played  over  the  siispk 
and  solemn  air !  At  lengrth,  in  a  low  aii 
rather  tremulous  voice,  she  began : 

•*  Soon  wW  tlM  eveninf  •tar,  with  w»rmr  nj, 
Shtd  iu  mild  radiance  nVr  tb«  sacro^  d«ty ; 
Resume  we  then,  ere  night  and  sUeoee  rein. 
The  rites  which  holiness  and  beaven  ofdam-^' 

She  sung  the  last  line  somewhat  infi» 
tinctly ;  and,  overcome  by  a  flood  of  teodff 
recollections,  ceased  playing;  then,  Ie» 
ing  her  head  upon  her  nand,  she  shed  tean. 
At  length  she  resumed — 


**  Hers  hvmbly  let  vs  bop«  our  Maker**  l_ 

Will  crown  with  «weet  success  oar  eanhly  tsl- 


are  a  melancholy  group— thy  afiiicted  mo- 
ther— the  wife  of  uiy  bosom--th^  two  little 
childreB — ^thy  brave  beautiful  sister — ^Yet 
tiiink  not,  Misfortune !  that  over  this  man 


Here  poor  Kate*8  voice  quivered— aiA 
after  one  or  two  ineffectual  attempts  to  aif 
the  next  line,  she  sobbed,  and  ceased  yixf' 
ing.    She  remained  for  several  mioBieii 


tboa  art  about  to  achieve  thy  accustomed  I  her  face  buried  in  her  handkerehief,  sbes* 
tdumpha,    HeiSf  behold  thoa  haata  iuB\^vn!^  \c«xa.    hXV«^^»  TU  i^lay  the  faft    i 
'o  eoDtend  with;  nay*  tBoxefmcmusiujiX^eTa^^  ^cm^x^^^^vem^  'dMsa.^Vsfs^  I 
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e  fire'  and  Tead  otct  the  eTeninffl 
feeling  for  her  little  prayer  book,) 
"etum  to  poor  mamma.*^    With  a 
nd  and  yoice  she  proceeded — 

f  Heareo  I  in  whom  our  bopei  €onfid«, 
power  defeDdi  ua,  and  wboaa  procapCn 
niide — 

ir  guardian,  and  In  death  onr  Mend, 
prene  be  tlilne  till  ttaM  ahnU  eadi" 

ayed  and  sung  these  lines  with  a 
olemn  energy ;  and  she  felt  as  if  a 
eavenly  light  had  trembled  for  a 
upon  her  upturned  eye.  She  had 
,  as  she  had  supposed  alone;  in 
lest  comer  of  the  room  had  been 
hile  sitting  her  brother — ^too  exqui- 
iched  by  me  simplicity  and  good- 
is  sweet  sister,  to  apprise  her  of 
snce.  Several  times  his  feelings 
iv  overpowered  him;  and  aa  she 
a,  he  arose  from  his  chair,  and  ap- 
X  her,  after  her  first  surprise  was 
Heaven  bless  you,  dear  Kate!" 
taking  her  little  hands  in  his  own. 
)f  them  spoke  for  a  few  moments. 
Id  not  have  sung  a  line  or  played, 
known  that  you  were  here/*  said 

nght  so,  Kate.'' 

i\  think  I  shall  ever  have  heart  to 
in." 

Lssured,  Kate,  that  submission  to 
)f  God,"  said  Mr.  Aubrey,  as,  with 
ound  his  sister,  they  walked  slowly 
>,  ^  i»  the  great  lesson  to  be  learned 
troubles  of  life;  and  for  that  pur- 
r  are  sent.  Let  us  bear  up  a  while ; 
•9  will  not  go  over  our  heads !" 
>e  not,"  replied  his  sister  £untly, 
ars.  ^ 

did  you  leave  Agnes,  Charles !" 
was  asleep ;  she  is  still  very  fee- 
Here  the  door  was  suddenly  opened, 
I  Aubrey^s  maid  entered  hastily, 
ig,  **Are  you  here,  ma'am  ?«^Qr, 


•*  Here  we  are,"  they  replied,  hunyiog 
towards  her;  **  what  is  Uie  matter?" 

**0h,  madam  is  taffdngj  She  begaii 
speaking  all  of  a  sudden.  She  did,  indeed^ 
sir.  She's  talking,  and"— continued  die 
girl,  almost  breathless. 

**  My  mother  talking  ?"  exclaimed  Aubreyp 
with  an  apia^  air. 

^<  Oh,  yes  sir !  she  is— she  is,  indeed !"  , 

Miss  Aubrey  sunk  into  her  brother's  arms* 
overcome  for  a  moment  with  the  sudden  ana 
surprising  intelligence. 

** Rouse  yourself,  Kate!"  he  exclaimeil, 
with  animation;  *'did  I  not  tell  you  that 
Heaven  would  not  forget  us?  But  I  i^ust 
hasten  up  stairs,  to  hear  the  joyfiil  sounda 
with  my  own  ears-— and  do  you  follow  me 
as  soon  as  you  can."  Leaving  her  in  tl^ 
care  of  her  maid,  he  hastened  out  of  th^ 
room  up  stairs  and  was  soon  at  the  door  oC 
his  mother's  chamber.  He  stood  for  a  mo* 
ment  in  the  door-way,  and  his  straining  ea^ 
caught  the  gentle  tones  of  his  mother'^ 
voice,  speaking;  in  a  low  but  cheerftil  tonew 
His  knees  trembled  beneath  him  with  jov* 
ful  excitement.  Fearful  of  trusting  Mmself. 
in  her  presence  till  he  had  become  calmer^ 
he  noiselessly  sunk  on  the  nearest  chair^ 
with  beatinff  heart  and  straining  ear— eyg^ 
every  tone  of  that  dear  voice  thrilled  througl^ 
his  heart.  But  T  shall  not  torture  my  owi^ 
or  my  reader's  heart  by  dwelling  upon  the 
scene  that  ensued.  Alas !  the  venerable  suf- 
ferer's tongue  was  indeed  loosed; — but  re»9 
son  had  fl^  I  He  listened — he  distinsuish- 
ed  her  words.  She  supposed  that  all  hev 
ohildrex^— dead  and  alive— were  rompixtt 
about  her;  she  spoke  of  him  and  his  ststei; 
as  she  had  spoken  to  tiiem  twenty  yeara 
ago. 

As  soon  as  he  had  made*  this  sad  disco* 
very,  overwhelmed  with  gnef  he  stagsere^ 
out  of  the  room ;  and  motioning  his  sisteip 
who  was  entering,  into  an  adjoining  apart< 
ment,  communicated  to  her  the  moumfac, 
condition  of  her  mother. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


The  chief  corner-stone  soddenly  found 
wanting  in  the  glittering  fabric  of  Nf  r.  Titr 
mouse's  fortune,  so  that  to  the  eyes  of  its 
•tartled  architects,  Msssrs.  Quirk,  (xam- 
mon,  and  Soap,  it  seemed  momentarily 
direatening  to  tumble  about  their  ears,  was 
a  certain  piece  of  evidence,  which,  bein^a 
matter-of-tact  man,  1  should  like  to  explain 
to  the  reader  before  we  get  on  any  further. 
In  order,  however,  to  do  this  effectually,  I 
ma8(  go  back  to  an  earlier  period  in  history 
than  has  yet  been  called  to  his  attention. 
If  it  shall  have  been  unfortunate  enough  to 
attract  the  hasty  eye  of  the  superficial  and 
impatient  nooeZ-reader,  I  make  no  doubt  that 
by  such  a  one  certain  portions  of  what  has 
gone  before,  and  which  could  not  fail  of  at- 
tncting  the  attention  of  long-headed  people 
■a  being  not  thrown  in  for  nothing,  (and 
therefore  to  be  borne  in  mind  with  a  view  to 
sabsequent  explanation,)  have  been  entirely 
everlooked  or  forgotten.  Now,  I  can  fancy 
that  the  sort  of  reader  whom  I  have  in  my 
eye,  as  one  whose  curiosity  it  is  worth  some 
juAdb  to  excite  and  sustain,  has  more  than 
ofiee  asked  himself  the  following  question, 
▼ix. — 

^  How  did  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and 
Snap,  first  come  to  be  acquainted  with  tlie 
precarious  tenure  by  which  Mr.  Aubrey  held 
the  Yatton  property  t"  Why,  it  chanced  in 
this  wise. 

Mr.  Parkinson  of  Grilston,  who  has  been 
dready  introduced  to  the  reader,  succeeded- 
ft)  his  late  father,  in  one  of  the  most  respect- 
able practices  as  a  country  attorney  and  so- 
licitor, in  Yorkshire.  He  was  a  highly 
honourable,  painstaking  man,  and  deserved- 
ly enjoyed  the  entire  confidence  of  all  his 
nomerous  and  influential  clients.  Some 
twelve  years  before  the  period  at  which  this 
history  commences,  Mr.  Parkinson,  who 
X  wasaverykind-heaited  man,  had  taken  into 
his  service  an  orphan  boy  of  the  name  of 
Steggars,  at  first  merely  as  a  sort  of  errand- 
boy,  and  to  look  after  the  office.  He  soon, 
however,  displayed  so  much  sharpness,  and 
acquitted  himself  so  creditably  in  any  thing 
he  happened  to  be  concerned  in,  a  little 
above  the  run  of  his  ordinary  duties,  that  in 
the  course  of  a  year  or  two  he  became  asort 
of  clerk,  and  sat  and  wrote  at  the  desk  it 
kad  formerly  been  his*  sole  province  to  dust. 


acquainted  with  the  whole  coarse  of  buaiiMi 
that  passed  through  the  office.  Many  io 
terestmg  matters  connected  with  thecireoa- 
stances  and  connexions  of  the  neighbonrii! 
nobility  and  gentry  w^e  thus  constantiT 
brought  under  his  notice,  and  now  and  tfaa 
set  him  thinking  whether  the  knowledge 
thus  acquired  could  not,  in  some  way,  %d 
at  some  time  or  another,  be  turned  to  \» 
own  advantage :  for  I  am  sorry  to  sa j  thst 
he  was  utterly  unworthy  of  the  kindoes 
and  confidence  of  Mr.  Parkinson,  who  link 
thought  that  in  Steggars  he  had  todaf 
with  a  rogue  in  grain.  Such  being  his  ch 
racter,  and  such  nis  opportunities,  this  vw 
thy  made  a  practice  of  minuting  down, iroa 
time  to  time,  any  thing  of  interest  or  la- 
portance  in  the  affairs  which  thus  came  la- 
der  his  notice— «ven  laboriously  copjisr 
long  documents,  when  he  thought  them  a 
importance  enough  for  his  purpose,  aodla^ 
the  opportunity^  of  doing  so  without  attzxi' 
ing  the  attention  of  Mr.  Parkinson.  He 
thus  silently  acquired  a  mass  of  infonmtigi 
which  might  have  enabled  him  to  occssiia 
^at  annovance,  and  even  inffict  aeriov 
injury ;  and  the  precise  object  he  bad  ii 
view,  was  either  to  force  himself,  hereaf^ 
into  partnership  with  his  employer,  (pnivi- 
ded  ne  could  set  regulariy  introdoced  into 
the  profession,)  or  even  compel  hismtf- 
ter*s  clients  to  receive  him  into  their  eonfi- 
dence,  adversely  to  Mr.  Parkinson,  makinf 
it  worth  his  while  to  keep  the  secrets  d 
which  he  had  become  poeseased.  So  est 
ful  ought  to  be,  and  indeed  generally  aie, 
attorneys  and  solicitors,  as  to  thecharaciot 
of  those  whom  they  thos  receive  into  tfaa 
employ.  On  the  occasion  of  Mr.  AabrejH 
intended  marriage  with  Miss  St.  Clair,  will 
a  view  to  the  very  liberal  settlements  whi^ 
he  contemplated,  a  full  abstract  of  his  tidi 
was  laid  by  Mr.  Parkinaon  before  his  oot- 
veyancer,  in  order  to  adirise  and  prepare  tk 
necessary  instruments.  Owing  to  inquizia 
suggested  by  the  conveyancer,  addniooii 
statements  were  laid  before  him ;  and  ft^ 
duced  an  opinion  of  a  somewhat  umtiK 
fectory  description,  from  which  I  ikill 
lay  biefore  the  reader  the  following  put* 
graph :       • 

**  There  seems  no  reason  for  suppouf 
that  any  descendant  of  Stephen  Dredmm^ 


Higher  and  higher  did  he  naein  pToceaa  of  \\a  ivoiw  Va  «iX%\«mii^\  «tlU^  as  ti  u  ^  t« 
foiM^  in  hia  master's  estimation ;  and  alXmemna  ph^^MoU^)  impomhU  \Wii «Mk«.^  I 
'^'^g^  became  quite  %/acMiwn    as  suc^vaaniaa^  MiiitaaA^v\^cai<^\x«^^ts^^ 
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pwttnt  to  the  secmHy  of  Mr.  Aubiey^s  ^de, 
lo  establish  clearly  the  validity  of  the  ood- 
Teyance  by  way  of  mortgage,  executed  by 
Harry  Dreddlington,  and  which  was  after- 
wards assigned  to  Geoffrey  Dreddlington  on 
hit  paying  off  the  money  borrowed  hy  his 
deceased  uncle;  since  the  descent  of  Mr. 
Aabrey  from  Geoffrey  Dreddlington  would, 
in  that  event,  clothe  him  with  an  indefeasi- 
ble title  at  law,  by  virtue  of  that  deed ;  and 
any  equitable  riglits  which  were  originally 
outstanding,  would  be  barred  by  lapse  of 
time.  But  the  difficulty  occurring  to  my 
mind  on  this  part  of  the  case  is,  that  unless 
Harry  Dreddlington,  who  executed  that 
deed  of  mortgage,  survived  his  father,  (a 

Soint  on  which  I  have  no  information,)  the 
eed  itself  would  have  been  mere  waste 
parchment,  as  the  conveyance  of  a  person 
who  never  lihd  any  interest  in  the  Yatton 
property — and  of  course,  neither  Geoffrey 
Dreddlington,  nor  his  descendant  Mr.  Au- 
brey, could  derive  any  right  whatever  under 
•uch  an  instrument.  In  that  case,  such  a 
contingency  as  I  have  above  hinted  at— I 
mean  the  existence  of  any  legitimate  de- 
scendant of  Stephen  Dreddlington^-mtgA/ 
Kttve  a  most  $eriou9  effect  upon  the  rigbU  if 
Mir,  Aubretf,'''* 

Every  line  of  this  opinion,  and  also  even 
of  the  abstract  of  title  upon  which  it  was 
'written,  did  this  quicksignted  young  scoun- 
jdrel  copy  out,  and  deposit,  as  a  great  prize, 
in  his  aesk,  among  other  similar  notes,  and 
memoranda,  little  wotting  his  master  the 
ivhile  of  what  he  was  doing.    Some  year 
or  two  afterwards,  the  relationship  subsist- 
ing between  Mr.  Parkinson  and  his  clerk, 
Steggars,  was  suddenly  determined  by  a 
somewhat  untoward  event;   viz.,  by  the 
latier^s  decamping  with  the  sum  of  J&700 
sterling,  being  the  amount  of  money  due  in 
a  mor^ge  which  he  had  been  sent  to  re- 
ceive irom  a  client  of  Mr.  Parkinson^s. 
Steggars  fled  for  it— but  first  having  be- 
thought himself  of  the  documents  to  which 
I  have  been  alluding,  and  which  he  carried 
with  him  to  London.     Hot  pursuit  was 
made  aAer  the  unfortunate  delinquent,  who 
was  taken  into  custody  two  or  three  days 
after  his  arrival  in  town,  while  he  was  walk- 
ing about  the  streets,  with  the  whole  of  the 
sum  which  he  had  embezzled,  minua  a  few 
I  sounds,  upon  his  person,  in  bank  notes. 
He  quickly  found  his  way  into  Newgate. 
His  natural  sagacity  assured  him  that  his 
casc'was  rather  an  ugly  one;  but  hope  did 
tiot  desert  him. 

«*  Well,  my  kiddy,**  said  the  grim«visa- 
^ned  gray-headed  turnkey^  as  soon  as  he  had 
\islie^i  Steggars  into  his  snug  little  quar- 
lerr :  **  here  you  are,  you  sea— isn't  jou  !'* 


•«  I  think  I  am,"  replied  Steggars,  with  a 


^  Well«4md  if  you  want  to  have  a  chance 
of  not  going  across  the  water  till  you  are 
many  years  older,  you'll  get  yourself  cie- 
/etMleii,  and  the  sooner  the  better,  d'ye  see. 
There's  Quirky  Gammon^  and  Snap^^my 
eyes !  how  they  do  thin  our  place,  to  m 
sure!  The  only  thing's  to  get  *em  soon; 
'cause,  you  see,  they're  so  run  after.  Shall 
I  send  them  to  your' 

Steggars  answered  eagerly  in  the  affirm- 
ative. In  order  to  account  for  this  sponta^ 
neous  good-nature  on  the  part  of  Grasp, 
(the  turnkey  in  question,)  I  must  explain 
that  old  Mr.  Quirk  had  for  years  secured  a 
large  criminal  practice  by  having  in  his  in- 
terest most  of  the  officers  attacned  to  the 
police  offices  and  Newgate,  to  whom  he 
gave,  in  fact,  systematic  gratuities,  in  order 
to  get  their  recommendations  to  the  pers^ 
cut^  individuals  who  came  into  their  pow- 
er. Very  shortlv  afler  Grasp's  messenger 
had  reached  Satfron  Hill,  with  the  intelli- 
gence that  **  there  was  Bomeihing  new  in 
the  trap^^'*  old  Quirk  bustled  down  to  New- 
gate, and  was  introduced  to  Steg^rs,  with 
whom  he  was  closeted  for  some  time.  He 
took  a  lively  interest  in  his  new  companion,^ 
whose  narrative  of  his  flight  and  capture  he 
listened  to  in  a  very  kind  and  sympathi- 
zing way,  and  promised  to  do  furhun  what* 
ever  his  little  sxill  and  experience  could  do* 
He  hinted,  however,  that  as  Mr.  Steggars 
must  be  aware,  a  liUk  ready  money  would 
be  required,  in  order  to  fee  counsel — ^where- 
at Steggars  looked  very  dismal  indeed,  and 
knowing  the  state  of  his  exchequer,  ima- 
gined himself  already  on  ship-board,  on  his 
way  to  Botany  Bay.  Old  Mr.  Quirk  asked 
him  if  he  had  no  friends  wh6  would  raise  a 
trifle  for  a  **  chum  in  trotible," — and  on  an- 
swering in  the  negative,  he  observed  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  respectable  old  gentle* 
man  visibly  and  rapidly  fooling  down. 

•♦  But  Pll  tell  you  what,  sir,"  said  poor 
Steggars,  suddenly,  **  If  I  haven't  money,  I 
may  nave fiioftfy't  toor/Aat  my  command; 
—I've  a  little  box,  that's  at  my  lrdgii«s, 
which  those  that  got  me  know  nothing  of-— 
and  in  which  there's  a  trifle  or  two  about 
the  families  and  fortunes  of  some  of  the  first 
folk  in  Yatton,  that  would  be  precious  well 
worth  looking  afVer  to  those  that  know  how 
to  follow  up  such  matters." 

Old  QuirK  hereat  pricked  up  his  ears,  and 
asked  his  young  friend  how  he  got  possess* 
ed  of  such  secrets. 

•  "Oh  fie!  fie!"  said  he,  gently, as  soos 
as  Stemars  had  told  him  tlie  practices  of 
which  I  have  already  ^vA  \kkfe  i«a^«  \sl y«^ 


session. 
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**  Ah— yoa  may  my  fie  *  fie !  if  you  like, 
yxorh  Steggare,  earnestly ;  **  bat  the  thing 
is,  not  how  they  were  come  by,  but  what 
can  be  done  with  them,  now  they're  got. 
For  example,  there's  a  certain  member  of 
parliament  in  Yorkshire,  that,  high  as  he 
may  hold  his  head,  has  no  more  right  to  the 
estates  that  yield  him  a  good  ten  thousand 
a  year  than  I  have,  but  keeps  some  folk  oat 
01  their  own,  that  could  pay  some  other  folk 
a  round  sum  to  be  put  in  the  way  of  getting 
their  own  ;'*  and  that  was  only  one  of  the 
good  things  he  knew  of.  Here  old  QuiHc 
rubbed  his  chin,  hemmed,  fidgeted  about  in 
his  seat,  took  off  his  glasses,  wiped  them, 
replaced  them :  and  presently  went  throush 
that  ceremony  again.  He  then  said  that  he 
hfid  had  the  honour  of  being  concerned  for 
ft  great  number  of  gentlemen  in  Mr.  Steg- 

Ers'  **  present  embarrassed  circumstances, 
t  who  had  always  been  able  to  conmiand 
at  least  a  five-poand  note  at  starting,  to  run 
a  heat  for  liberty. 

**Coroe,  come,  old  gehtleman,*'  quoth 
Steggars,  earnestly,  «'  i  don't  want  to  go 
ever  the  water  before  my  time,  if  lean  help 
it;  and  I  see  you  know  the  Value  of  what 
pTe  got!  Such  a  gentleman  as  yon  can 
turn  every  bit  of  paper  I  have  in  my  box 
into  a  fifty-pound  note." 

^  All  this  is  moonshine,  my  youngfriend,*' 
said  old  Quirk,  in  an  irresolute  tone  and 
manner. 

^«  Ah !  is  it  tliough  T  To  be  able  to  tell 
the  owner  of  a  (at  ten  thousand  a  year,  that 
you  may  spring  a  mine  under  his  feet  at 
any  moment— en  !-^and  no  one  ever  know 
how  you  came  by  your  knowledge.  And  if 
they  wouldnU  do  what  was  handsome, 
eouldn't  you  get  at  the  right  Aetr— and 
wouldn't  that — Lord!  it  would  make  tiie 
fortunes  of  half-a-dozen  of  the  first  houses 
in  the  profession !" — Old  Quirk  got  a  little 
excitpd. 

**But  mind,  si|- — you  see" — said  Steg- 
gars, **  if  T  get  off,  I'm  not  to  be  cut  out  of 
Uie  thing  altogether — eh?  I  shall  look  to  be 
taken  into  your  employ,  and  dtalt  hand- 
somely by" — 

*'  Oh  lord !"  exclaimed  Quirk,  involunta- 
rily— adding  quickly — ^»*Yes,  yes!  to  be 
sure !  only  fair ;  but  let  us  first  get  you  out 
of  your  present  difficulty,  you  know!" 
Steggrars,  having  first  exacted  from  him  a 
written  promise  to  use  his  utmost  exertions 
on  his  (SteggArs')  behalf,  and  secure  him 
the  services  of  two  of  the  most  eminent 
Old  Bailey  counsel — viz.  Mr.  Bluster  and 
Mr.  Slang — gave  Mr.  Quirk  the  number  of 
d>e  house  where  his  precious  box  was,  and  a 


aidtted  the  prison,  made  bis  way  strtMNi 
uie  house  in  question,  and  succeeded  n  4 
taining  what  he  asked  for.  He  fulUi^ 
performed  his  agreement  witfi  SteggM; 
for  he  retained  both  Bluster  and  Slaoffr 
him,  and  got  up  their  briefs  with  care;  N^ 
alas !  although  these  eminent  men  exertei 
all  thehr  great  powers,  they  succeeded  « 
in  either  bothering  the  judge,  bamboodo{ 
die  jury,  or  browl^ting  the  witne89e8,(^ 
principal  one  of  whom  was  Mr.  ParkinnJ: 
Steggars  was  found  euUty,  and  senteanl 
to  be  transported  for  life.  £!nraged  at  di 
issue,  he  sent  a  message  the  next  difl 
Mr.  Quirk,  requesting  a  visit  from  \k 
When  he  arrived,  Steggars,  in  a  verrii^ 
lent  tone,  demanded  that  his  papers  smU 
be  returned  to  him.  Twas  in  vain  thi 
Mr.  Quirk  explained  to  him  ag^in  and  ifii 
his  interestinff  position  inrtth  referenoetoli 
goods  and  chattels,  and  effects— «.  e.  ikiL 
as  a  convicted  felon,  he  had  no  further  o» 
cem  with  them,  and  might  diBmi«  d 
anxiety  on  that  score  from  his  mind.  Sif 
gars  hereat  got  more  furioas  than  bdA 
and  intimatdi  plainly  the  coarse  he  AoA 
feel  it  his  duty  to  pursae— 4hat,  if  the  pipa 
hi  question  were  not  g^iven  up  to  him  aa  h 
desired,  he  should  at  once  vnrite  off  to  hi 
late  employer,  Mr.  Parkinson,  and  achov* 
ledge  how  much  farther  he  (Steggais)  )d 
wronged  him  and  his  clients  than  be  i^ 
posed  of.  Old  Quirk  very  feelingly  veft 
sented  to  him  that  he  was  at  libertj  to  k 
any  thing  that  he  thought  calculated^ i^ 
lieve  his  excited  feelings:  and  then  ft 
Quirk  took  a  final  farewell  of  his  cM 
wishing  him  health  and  happiness. 

*^I  say.  Grasp!"  said  be,  in  awhispv,* 
that  grim  functionary,  as  soon  as  he  111 
secured  poor  Steggars  in  his  cell,  ^«  that  bii 
is  a  little  ruffled  just  now  !" 

'^Lud,  sir,  the  nat'ralist  thing  m  di 
world,  considering—" 

«t  Well — if  he  should  want  a  letter  tafai 
to  any  one,  whatever  he  may  say  to  di 
contrary,  you'll  send  it  on  to  Saffron  HOl- 
phl  Understand  1 — He  may  be  injuial 
himself,  you  know,"  and  old  Quirk  ws 
one  hand  clasped  the  huore  arm  of  Gropii 
a  familiar  way,  and  with  the  (oie-finfad 
the  other  touched  his  own  nose,  and  titf 
winked  his  eye. 

"^All  right!"  quoth  Grasp,  and  theji«^ 
ed.  Wi£in  a  very  few  hours'  time  ft- 
Quirk  received,  by  the  hand  of  a  tns? 
messenger  from  Grasp,  a  letter  written  kj 
Steggars  to  Mr.  Parkinson ;  a  long  and  ^ 
qnent  letter,  to  the  purport  and  effect  w)ak 
Steggars  had  intimated.     Mr.  Quiii  reaiil 


written  order  to  the  landlord  to  deWver  \X\ro\  wVdcv  m\i<(^  «^<\%^^t,rx(m^  for  it  disclosed  i 

to  the  bearer,  after  which  Mr.  Qvnrk  aViooVLVtw^^  ^ti\\wv\^f!^\tv%^%t^^^^M8CRk^a^  ^ 

oim  oordially  by  the  hand,  and,  bvnni^Xaa  mv«3^  mvM^^^  ^  ^^oi^  ^xcvsi  "^^^avw' 
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Sla  (]ir«  Qaiik)h  was  not  m  the  least  txas^ 
grated  by  certain  very  plain  terms  in  wUch 
lis  own  name  was  mentioned ;  but,  making 
lU  due  allowances,  quietlv  nut  the  letter 
jdto  the  fire  as  soon  as  he  had  read  it.  In 
iae  time,  Mr.  Steggars,  whose  health  had 
suffered  from  close  confinement,  caajg^t 
Qrequent  whilTs  of  the  fresh  8ea4>reese, 
liaving  set  out,  under  most  favourable 
auspices,  for  Botany  Bay;  to  which  dis- 
tant but  happy  place,  he  haid  been  thus  for- 
tunate in  securing  so  early  an  appoinimtni 
for  life. 

Such,  then,  were  the  cruel  means  bv 
which  Mr.  Quirk  became  acquainted  with 
the  exact  state  of  Mr.  Aubrey's  title:  on 
first  becoming  apprised  of  which  Mr.  Gam- 
mon either  felt,  or  affected  great  repugnance 
to  taking  any  part  in  the  affair.  He  was 
at  length,  howeror,  OTer-persuaded  by  Quirk 
mto  acquiescence ;  and,  that  point  gained. 
Worked  his  materials  with  a  caution,  skilly 
9Dargy,  and  perseverance,  which  soon  led 
to  important  results.  Guided  by  the  sug- 
gestions of  acute  and  experienced  counsel, 
ifter  much  pains  and  considerable  expense, 
liMT  succeeded  in  discovering  that  delec- 
abie  specimen  of  humanihr.  Tittlebat  Tito> 
nouse,  who  hath  already  figured  so  promi- 
nently in  this  history.  When  thev  came  to 
let  down  on  paper  the  result  of  all  their  re- 
searches and  inquiries,  in  order  to  submit  it 
in  the  shape  of  a  case  for  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
(Mortmain  and  Mr.  Frankpledge,  in  the 
manner  which  has  been  already  described, 
it  looked  perfect  on  paper,  as  many  a  faulty 
pedigree  and  abstract  of  title  h^  looked 
before,  and  will  yet  look.  It  was  unite 
possible  for  even  Mr.  Treaayle  himself  to 
overlook  the  defect  which  had  been  pointed 
^t  by  Mr.  Subtle.  That  which  is  stated 
to  a  conve^Rcer  as  a  fact— any  particular 
Brent,  for  mstance,  as  of  a  death,  a  birth,  or 
i  marriage,  at  a  particular  time,  which  the 
rary  nature  of  the  case  renders  highly  pro- 
liAle— he  may  easily  assume  to  be  so.  But 
trhen  the  same  statement  comes  under  the 

(Dreddlington.) 


aouts  and  experieneed  eye  of  a  nisi  prluf 
lawyer,  who  knows  that  he  will  have  to* 
prove  his  case,  step  by  step,  the  aspect  of 
things  is  soon  changBd.  The  first  practitioner 
at  the  oommoB  law  before  whom  the  ease 
came,  in  its  roughest  and  earliest  form^  in 
order  that  he  might "  lick  it  into  shape^**  and 
i«adviseffeiierally"  preparatory  to  its  '^  being 
laid  before  counsel,"  was  Mr.  T^verse,  a 
young  pleader,  whom  Messrs.  Quirk  uid 
Gammon  were  disposed  to  take  by  the 
hand.  He  wrote  a  ver^  showy,  but  super* 
ficial  and  delusive  opinion ;  and  put  the  tn-* 
tended  proUgi  of  his  clients,  as  it  were  by  a 
kind  of  hop,  step,  and  jump,  into  pes- 
session  of  the  Yatton  estates.  Quirk  was 
quite  delighted  on  reading  it;  but  Gammon 
shook  his  head  with  a  somewhat  sarcastio 
smile,  and  said  he  would  at  once  prepare  a 
case  for  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Lynx,  whom  he 
had  pitched  upon  as  the  junior  counsel  us 
any  proceedings  which  might  be  instituted 
in  a  court  of  law.  LynX  (of  whom  I  shall 
speak  hereafter)  was  an  experienced,  haid« 
headed,  vigilant,  and  accurate  lawyer ;  the 
very  man  for  such  a  ease,  requiring,  as  il 
did,  most  patient  and  minute  eiaminatioiU 
With  an  eye  fitted 

**To  inspect «  mite,  not  eomprebend  the  beaTen,'*  ^ 

he  crawled^  as  it  were,  over  a  case ;  and  thnsy 
like  as  one  can  ima^ne  that  a  beetle  cree|H 
ing  over  the  floor  of  St.  Paurs  would  deteel 
minute  flaws  and  fissures  that  would  be 
invisible  to  the  eye  of  Sir  Christopher 
Wren  himself,  spied  out  defects  that  mueh 
nobler  optics  would  have  overlooked.  To 
come  to  plain  matter  of  fact,  however,  I 
have  beside  me  the  original  opinion  written 
by  Mr.  Lynx ;  and  shall  treat  the  reader  to 
a  taste  of  it— ^ving  him  sufficient  to  enable 
him  to  appreciate  the  ticklish  position  of 
affaire  with  Mr.  Titmouse.  To  make  it  not 
altogether  unintelligible,  let  us  suppose  the 
state  of  the  pedigree  to  be  sometnmg  like 
this  (as  far  as  eonoems  our  present  pat 
poses):— 


I 

(HanyD.) 


I 

(Stephen  D.) 


— 1 

(ChtolM  D.) 


i 


(Geoff^  D.) 

__£_ 


t% 


(A  female  desoendant  marries 
Gabriel  Tittlebat  Titmooeei 
timmgh  whom  Titlle* 
^  Titmoam 
eiaims.) 


I '" ^ 

(A  female  deeoendant  mar> 

ries  ChaT\«a  K^t«^> 
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Be  plMsed,  luyw,  vnleamed  reader,  to 
liear  in  mind  that  ^  DreddKngton,^*  at  tiie 
top  of  the  aboTO  table,  is  the  common  an- 
cestor; having  two  sons,  the  elder  ''Huty 
D.;**  the  younger  "Charies  D.;'*  which 
latter  has,  in  like  manner,  two  sons,  **  Ste- 

eien  D.,"  the  elder  son,  and  «*  Geoffrey 
."  the  younger  son ;  that  Mr.  Aubrey,  at  pre- 
sent in  possession,  claims  under  '*  G^eonrey 
D.**  Now  it  will  be  incumbent  on  Titmouse, 
in  the  first  instanc-e,  to  establish  in  himself 
a  clear  independent  title  to  the  estates ;  it 
being  sufficient  for  Mr.  Aubrey,  (possession 
being  nineHenths  of  the  law,)  to  falsify 
Titmouse's  proofs,  or  show  them  defective 
— *«  because,*'  saith  a  very  learned  seijeant, 
who  hath  writ  a  text-book  upon  the  Action 
of  Ejectment,  **  the  plaintiff'  in  an  action  of 
ejectment  must  recover  upon  the  strength  of 
his  own  title,  not  the  weakness  of  his  ad- 
¥«Tsary's." 

Now,  things  standing  thus,  behold  the 
astute  Lynx  advisiAg  [inter  alia)  in  manner 
following;  that  is  to  say — 

**  It  appears  clear  that  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff^  (t.  t.  Tittlebat  Titmouse)  will  be 
able  to  prove  that  Dreddlington  (the  com- 
mon ancestor)  was  seised  of  the  estate  at 
Yatton  in  the  year  1740 ;  that  he  had  two 
■ons,  Harry  and  Charles,  the  former  of 
whom,  afler  a  life  of  dissipation,  appears  to 
have  died  without  issue;  and  that  from  the 
latter  (Charles)  are  descended  Stephen,  the 
ancestor  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff',  and 
Geoffrey,  the  ancestor  of  the  defendant. 
Assuming,  therefore,  that  the  descent  of 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff"  from  Stephen,  can 
be  made  out,  as  there  appears  every  reason 
to  expect  (on  this  point  he  had  written  four 
brief  pages,)  a  clear  primd  facie  case  will 
be  established  on  the  part  of  the  lessor  of 
the  plaintiff*.  As,  however,  it  is  suspected 
that  Harry  D.  during  his  lifetime,  executed 
a  conveyance  in  fee  of  the  property,  in  order 
to  secure  the  loan  contracted  by  him  from 
Aarpn  Moses,  it  will  be  extremely  important 
to  ascertain,  and,  if  possible,  procure  satis- 
fiictory  evidence,  that  hia  decease  occurred 
before  the  period  at  which,  by  his  father's 
death,  that  conveyance  could  have  become 
operative  upon  the  property :  since  it  is  ob- 
vious that,  should  he  have  survived  his 
father,  thai  intirumerU,  being  ouistanding, 
may  form  a  compl  te  answer  to  the  case  of 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff*.  The  danger  will 
be  obviously  inereased,  should  the  debt  to 
Aaron  Moses  prove  to  have  been  paid  off*,  as  is 
stated  to  be  rumoured,  by  Geoffrey  D.,  the 
younge;'  son  of  Charles  D. :  for,  should  that 
turn  out  to  be  the  ease,  he  would  probably 
have  taken  a  convey  knee  to  himseU,  oi  \oVxi3 

tniBtecs  for  his  benefit,  from  AaTon  M.oae»— \     ** ^ 'j^  ^«rf\  ^tpw  ^^Kt  ^^wq:^  •wnoMMft 
which  bvLag  in  the  power  of  the  deCendanX^X^Ax.  ^xn^^  t«^^«^u^^^(«3BsitfXi;^$«^^ 


Mr.  Anbrsy,  would  enable  him  to  makes* 
a  title  to  the  property  pai'aroount  to  Iki 
now  attempted  to  be  set  un  on  behalf  of  Mt 
Titmouse.  Every  poesibie  exertion,  t)w» 
fore,  should  be  made  to  ascertain  thejpredn 
period  of  the  death  of  Harry  D.  Tlie  » 
gistries  of  the  various  parishes  in  whicb  fhi 
families  may  have  at  any  tim^  rendei 
should  be  carefully  searched ;  and  an  ems 
nation  made  in  the  churches  and  chiiie^ 
yards,  of  all  tombstones,  escnlcheons,  Al 
belonging,  or  supposed  to  belong,  to  Ai 
Dreddlington  family^  and  by  which  m 
light  can  DC  thrown  upon  this  roost  imps 
tant  point.  It  appears  clear  that  Dred^ 
ton  (the  common  ancestor)  died  on  the  71 
Augiist,  1742: — ^the  qneetion,  thervHn, 
simply  is,  *  whether  the  death  of  his  eMes 
son  (Harry)  took  place  prior  or  subsMort 
to  that  period.*  It  is  to  oe  feared  thn% 
defendant  may  be  in  ^possession  of  tm 
better  evidence  on  this  point  than  is  v» 
sessed  by  the  lessor  of  tne  plaintiff,  i^ 
natural  presumption  certainly  seems  to  k 
that  the  son,  bemg  the  younger  and  stmgi 
man,  was  the  survivor.** 

The  above  mentioned  opinion  of  Ik 
Lynx,  together  with  that  of  Mr.  Sabtk» 
tirely  corroborating  it,  (and  Whidi  vs 
alluded  to  hi  the  last  part  of  this  hiaoji 
and  a  pedigree,  was  lying  on  the  table,  m 
day,  at  the  oflice  At  Saffron  Hill,  before  Ai 
anxious  and  perplexed  parties,  Meaa 
Quirk  and  Gammon. 

Gammon  was  looking  attentively,  wi 
with  a  very  chagrined  air,  at  the  pedigiK; 
and  Quirk  was  looking  at  Gammon. 

"  Now,  Gammon,*'  said  the  former,  "jai 
let  me  see  again  where  the  exact  hit^  it- 
ch 1    Curse  me  if  I  can  see  it.** 

**  See  it,  my  dear  sir  1  here,  here !"  wpW 
Gammon,  with  sodden  impatience,  pat«| 
his  finger  two  or  three  times  on  the  v(di 
'*  Barry  D.'^ 

*♦  Don't  be  so  sharp  with  one,  Gamaci! 
I  know  as  well  as  yon  that  that's  tM 
where  the  crack  is ;  but  what  is  the  pieds 
thing  we're  in  want  of,  eh  1** 

«♦  Proof,  my  dear  sir,  of  the  death  of  H«iJ 
Dreddlington  ^ome  time— -no  matter  wlMt* 
previous  to  the  7th  of  August,  1742;  vaih 
default  thereof,  Mr.  Quirk,  we  aieall  fltf* 
our  backs,  and  had  better  never  have  sand 
in  the  business.'* 

'*  You  know.  Gammon,  yon'xe  a  dcdM 
deal  better  up  in  these  matters  than  1- 
(only  because  I've  not  been  able  to  ton  ^ 
attention  to  'em  lately)— so  just  tell  mt,'* 
a  word,  what  good's  to  he  got  by  showin 
that  fellow  to  have  died  in  his  latfacr'i  ^ 
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Mor 


e  Waste  paper  of  that  oonTeyaiiee 

executed,  and  which  Mr.  Aubrey 
with  which  he  may,  at  one  atroke, 
round  from  under  our  feet" 
rerv  thought  makes  one  feel  quite 
on*t  it.  Gammon  V*  qAolh  Quiric, 
latered  air. 

IT  well  do  00,  Mr.  Qniik.  Now 
airly  embarked  in  a  cause  where 
will  be  attended  with  so  many 
results,  Mr.  Quirk— though  I'm 
11  always  bear  me  out  in  sajring 
unwilHng  I  was  to  takead?an- 
le  Tillany — ^hem"— -• 
tmon,  Uammon,  you're'  always 
mck  to  that— I'm  tired  of  hearing 

,  now  we*re  in  it,  I  don't  see  why 
I  allow  ourseWes  to  be  baffled  by 
rhe  plain  question  is,  undoubted- 
er  we  are  to  stand  still,  or  go  on." 
k  gazed  at'  Mr.  Gammon  wiik  an 
Ad  puzzled  look. 

d'ye  make  out — ^in  a  legal  way, 
r,  Gammon-^toAffi  a  man  died— I 
a  natural  death  V  inquired  QuiriL, 

familiar  enough  with  the  means 
gr  the  exact  hour  of  certain  viokni 
Debtor's  Door. 

there  are  various  methods  of  doing 
ar  sir,"  replied  Gammon,  careless- 
itries  in  family  Bibles  and  nrayer- 
tgisters,  tombstones,— ay,  by  the 
old  tombstone,"  continued  Gam- 
ingly,  **  that  would  settle  the  busi- 

M  tombstone!"  echoed  Quirk, 
'*  Lord,  Gammon,  so  it  would  ! 
1  idea — ^I  call  that  a  decided  idea, 
.  Twould  be  the  veiy  thing !" 
▼ery  thing!"  repeated  Gammon, 
• 

emained  silent  for  some  moments, 
could  not  have  looked  about  him 
*ugh,  when  he  was  down  at  Yat- 
length  observed  Quirk,  in  a  low 
hing  all  over  as  he  uttered  the  last 
id  felt  Gammon's  cold  gnyeye 
I  him  like  that  of  a  snake, 
outd  not,  indeed,  my  dear  sit,"  re- 
nmon,  while  Quirk  continued  ^ 
estly  at  him,  now  and  then  wng- 
ut  in  his  chair,  nibbing  his  chin, 
ming  widi  his  fingers  on  the  table. 
w  that  you've  suggested  the  thin^, 
y  be  wondered  at,— you  know,  it 
ve  been  an  old  tombstone— a  sort 
ent  of  a  tombstone,  perinuw— <«o 
ank  in  the  ground,  probaoly,  as 
have  escaped  obeervation,  eh? 
i  it  strike  yoa  so,  Mr.  Quirk  1" 
rns  said  by  Qgmaum  in  ■  musing 
^  ia3  very  hw  Icofy  of  Toic6: 
O 


and  he  was  ddightsd  to  find  his  wofda 
sinking  into  the  eager  mind  of  his  compap 
nion. 

**  Ah,  Gammon !"  exclaimed  Quirk,  with 
a  sound  of  partly  a  sigh,  and  partly  a  whis- 
tle, (the  Conner  being  the  exponent  of  the 
true  state  of  his  feelings,  t.  e.  anxiety— the 
latter  of  what  he  wished  to  appear  the  state 
of  his  feelings,  t.  e.  indifieience.) 

«« Yes,  Mr.  Quirk !" 

«« You're  a  deep  devil.  Gammon— I  vnll 
say  that  for  you !"  replied  Quirk,  glancing 
towards  eaeh  door,  and,  as  it  were,  uncom 
sdottsly  drawing  his  chair  a  little  closer  to 
that  of  Gammon. 

**Nay,  ray  dear  sir!"  said  Gammon, 
with  a  deferential  and  deprecating  smile^ 
^  you  give  me  credit  for  an  acuteness  I  feel 
I  do  not  deserve !  If,  indeed,  I  had  not 
had  your  sagacity  to  rely  upon,  ever  since  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  being  connected 
with  you  ah,  Mr.  Quirk,  you  know  yoa 
lead— I  follow ^" 

**  Gammon,  Gammon!  Come— your 
name's  Oily — ^" 

**  In  momente  like  these,  Mr.  Quirk,  I 
say  nodiing  that  I  do  not  feel,"  interrupted 
Gammon,  gravely,  putting  to  his  nose  the 
least  modicum  of  snufi*  which  he  could  take 
with  ^e  tip  of  his  finger  out  of  the  huge 
box  of  Mr.  Qnirk,  who  just  then,  was 
thrusting  immense  pinjehes  every  half  minato 
up  his  nostrils. 

**  It  will  cost  a  great  deal  of  money  to 
find  that  same  tombstone.  Gammon !"  said 
Quirk,  in  almost  a  whisper,  and  paused, 
looking  intently  at  Gammon. 

**  I  wink  tliis  is  a  different  kind  of  snuff 
from  that  which  you  usually  take,  Mr. 
Quirk,  isn't  it?"  inquired  Gammon,  as 
he  inserted  the  Ups  of  his  fingers  into  the 
box. 

«« The  same— the  same,"— replied  Quirk, 
mechanically. 

^  Yon  are  a  man  better  equal  to  serious 
emergencies  than  any  man  I  ever  came 
near,"  said  Gammon;  "I  perceive  that 
you  Have  hit  the  nail  on  the  head,  as  indeed 
you  always  do." 

"Tut!  Stuff,  Gammon;  you're  every  bit 
as  good  a  hand  as  I  am."  Gammon 
smiled,  shook  his  head,  and  shrugged  his 
shoulders. 

"  Tis  that  practical  sagacity  of  youia," 
said  Gammon— **  you  know  it  as  well  as  ] 
can  tell  yon — ^that  has  mised  you  to  your 
present  profession^  eminence." 

He  paused,  and  looked  very  sincerely  at 
his  senior  partner. 

"  Well,  I  must  own  I  think  I  d»  know  a 
trick  or  two." 

'»Ah,»ndtol\MR,iiK«t«  «»  w«s«  ^3»s^ 
man  that  ^i»  wi«  ^UBW^  ^Wvx  o^^«»«»ft^ 
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but  like  a  hen  tiiit  bu  jtitt  laid  mi  e^, 
and  then  goes  fo^iahly  caekling  aboul 
every  where,  and  then  her  egg  is  taken 
away." 

«'Ha,har  laoghed  Qnirk ;  "« that's  de^ 
viiSfiiA  good.  Gammon !— -Capital  l^-^ad,  i 
Hunk  1  see  the  hen !— Ha,  ha  !*' 

**Ha,  ha!*'  echoed  Gammon,  gently. 
**But  to  be  serioas,  Mr.  Qairis;  what  I 
was  going  to  say  was,  that  I  thoroughly  ap- 
preciate your  admirable  caution  in  not  con- 
fiding to  any  one— even  to  me— the  exact 
means  by  which  you  intend  to  extricate  os 
from  our  present  dilemma*"  Here  Quirk 
got  very  fidgety. 

«*Hem!  Bat— bem!  Ay— a— a,**  he 
granted,  looking  with  an  uneasy  air  at  his 
oalm  astute  companion;  '' I  didn't  mean  so 
mneh  as  all  Mo/,  either.  Gammon ;  for  two 
heads,  in  my  opinion,  are  better  than  ona. 
Ton  must  own  that.  Gammon !"  said  he, 
not  all  relishing  the  heavy  burthen  of  re^ 
.  sponsibility  which  he  felt  that  Gammon 
was  about  to  devolve  upon  his  (Quirk's) 
shoulders,  exclusively. 

**  Tis  undoubtedly  rather  a  serious  busi- 
ness on  which  we  are  now  entering,"  said 
Gammon ;  **  and  I  have  alwajrs  admired  a 
saying  which  yon  years  ago  told  me  of  that 
great  man,  Machiavel" — Oh,  Gammon ! 
Gammon !  You  well  know  that  poor  old 
Mr.  Quirk  never  heard  of  the  name  of  that 
same  Machiavel  till  this  moment! — ^*That 
*  when  great  affairs  are  stirring,  a  master- 
move  should  be  confined  to  the  master-mind 
that  projects  iL'  I  understand!  I  see!  I 
will  not,  therefore,  inquire  into  the  precise 
means,  by  which  yon  will  make  it  appear, 
in  due  time,  ^while  I  am  engaged  getting 
np  the  subordinate,  but  very  harassing  de- 
tails of  the  general  case,)  that  Henry  Dred" 
dlington  died  before  thtlth  ofAufrwt,  1742." 
Here,  taking  out  his  watch— ^  Bless  me— 
two  o'clock!  I  ought  to  have  been  at 
Messrs.  Gregson's  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
ago." 

**  Stop— ^  moment  or  two  can't  signify ! 
It— it,"  said  Quirk  hesitatingly,  *•  it  was 
you^  wasn't  it,  that  thought  of  the  tomb- 
stone 1" 

"I!— My  dear  Mr.  Quirk,"  interrupted 
CJammon,  with  a  look  of  astonishment: 

"Come,  come— honour  among  thieves, 
you  know.  Gammon!"  said  Quirk,  trying 
to  langh. 

**  No— it  shall  never  be  said  that  I  at- 
tempted   to   take  the  credit  of" said 

Gammon ;  when  a  clerk,  entering,  put  an 

end  to  the  colloquy  between  the  partner's, 

each  of  whom,  presently,  was  sitttng  alone 

in  his  own  room-^for  Uammon  found'^aX 


he  had  ever  made  any^  whieh  he  k$ 
nei,  Mr.  Quirk  sate  in  a  musing  pottsi 
for  nearly  half  an  hour  aAer  he  and  Gi» 
mon  had  separated.  "  Gammon  it^itm 
one  I  I'll  be  shot  if  ever  there  vat  ks 
equaly"  said  Quirk  to  hixnself,  at  lengdb; 
and  starting  off  his  chair,  with  his  hzak 
erosfled  bebiad  him,  he  walked  sofUy  toid 
fro.  "  I  know  what  he's  driving  at — thotgk 
hethouffhtldidn't!  HeM  let  me  icn4 
my  hands  in  geUinf  the  blackberries,  ii^ 
ihen  he'd  come  smiling  in  to  eat  'ero !  Bs 
— «baie  and  share  alike^-ahare  profit,  sbis 
danger.  Master  Gammon :«— you  may  id 
thai  Caleb  Quirk  is  a  match  for  Oily  G»> 
men— I'll  have  you  in  for  it,  one  vajs 
another !"  Here  occurred  a  long  paive  ii 
his  thevghts.  «  Really,  1  doubt  tbetlijnr'i 
gsowiag  unmanageable— the  prize  casHn 
woith  the  risk !— jRM,  indeed,  'fore  GaA- 

its  neither  mote ftoc  less  than" Emu 

eertain  piotme,  hanging  €overed  with  bl«l 
crape,  in  the  drawing-room  at  Alibi  How, 
seemed  to  have  olidd  dow  n  from  i  ts  sittia^ 
and  to  stand  before  his  eyea  with  the  earn 
drawn  aside— a  ghastly  object— «ugfa!  fli 
shuddered  and  involuntarily  closed  hisej* 
^  Devilish  odd  that  I  should  just  now  ksii 
happened  to  think  of  it !"  he  inwaidlja> 
elaimed,  sinking  into  his  chair  in  a  80ft  tf 
oold  sweat. 

^  D— -n  the  picture !"  at  length  he  a- 
claimed  almost  aloud,  geitanff  more  td  I 

more  fiustered— ** I'll  bum   iti ^It  riiai^ 

disgrace  my  drawing-room  any  longar 
Here  Quirk  almost  fancied  that  some  bs^ 
little  fiend  sat  sqimtting  before  the  gndjft^ 
ture,  writing  the  words  **  Caueb  Quus**!! 
the  bottom  of  it;  and  a  sartofaickaessettS 
over  him  for  a  momeAt.  Pr^n^  h 
started  up,  and  took  down  one  of  seroii 
well-worn  dingy-looking  books  that  mi 
on  the  shelves-  a  volume  of  Burns'  iMt 
Resuming  his  seat  he  put  on  his  giuKii 
and  with  a  little  trepi(]^tioii  turned  to  te 
head  ^  Forgery,"  and  glansed  over  it  Ai 
length  his  eye  kit  upon  a  paragraph  ikat 
semed  suddenly  to  draw  his  heart  up  iiH 
his  throat;  producing  a  senBatioD  that  Mil 
him  ivroltttttarily  elap  his  hand  upcmhi 
neck. 

M  Oh,  Gammon!"  he  mvttercd,  diavi^ 
off  his  glasses,  sinking  back  in  hu  dtf. 
and  looking  towaids  die  door  that  ofeui 
into  Gamtaiott's  room;  in  which  difectki 
he  extended  his  right  arm,  and  A^  h> 
fist    ••  Yon  predom  villain  V^^m  Vyt  m 


uneommon  ineUnation,**  at  length  thoigk 
he, «« to  go  down  sl^  to  Yorksh&e— etyi^ 
thing  to  any  body— make  peace  with  # 
^«nBiii^^«nl\xsotk  up  the  whole  tfaitfS^ 
he  was  too  late  to  think  of  kecking  ^\b  eii- ucr  %  tfi>av>A  c&'^>kawsii^^^iwaDAft...X«^^ 
gagemeat  with  Memn.  Gregson;  i£u«i«ed\^iisift  Kj^wf  %^\\ia.  wa^  ^«^  V>S^V 
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pfane,  I  shoaldnU  gnidg«  it;  and  why 
glMHild  he  1 — By  JoTe,'*  be  jrot  a  little 
hsated — *^  that  would  be,  as  Gammon  has 
•t»  a  maaterHOHOTe !  and  ooofioed,  egad !  to 
tl^  master  mind  that  thought  of  it ! — Why 
should  he  ever  know  of  the  way  in  which 
the  thing  blew  up  1— Really  'twould  be 
worth  hflif  Lie  money  to  do  Gammon  so  hol- 
low for  once— By  Geors^  it  would  !•;— Gam- 
mon, that  would  slip  Caleb  Quirk's  neck 
■•  slily  into  the  halter,  indeed !" 

«'ril  tell  you  what,  Mr.  Quirk,"  said 
Gammon,  suddenly  re-entering  the  room 
mfter  about  an  hour's  absence,  during  which 
he  too  had,  like  his  senior  partner^  been  re- 
T^lving  many  things  in  his  mind—**  it  has 
<iocurr^  to  me,  that  I  had  better  immediate- 
]f  go  down  to  YattoB,  alone.*' 

Hereat  Mr.  Quirk  opened  both  his  eyes 
and  his  mouth  to  their  very  widest;  got  yb- 
ly  red  in  the  face;  and  stared  at  his  placid 
partner  with  a  mingled  expression  oif  fear 
and  wonder.  *'Hang  me.  Gammon!"  at 
len^rth  he  exclaimed,  desperately,  slapping 
ma  fist  upon  the  tabl»— '*  If  I  don't  think 
you're  the  very  devil  himself  !"—«nd  he 
tank  back  in  his  chair,  verily  believing,  in 
the  momentarv  confusion  of  his  thoughts, 
that  what  had  been  passing  through  his 
mind  wais  known  to  Gammon ;  or  that  what 
had  been  passing  through  his  (Quirk's) 
mind,  had  also  been  occurring  to  Gammon, 
who  had  resolved  upon  being  beforehand  in 
putting  his  purposes  into  execution.  Gam- 
mon was  at  first  completely  confounded  by 
Quirk's  reception  of  him,  and  stood  for  a 
few  moments,  with  his  hands  elevated,  in 
■ilenoe.  Then  he  approached  the  table,  and 
his  eye  caught  the  wel^thumbed  volume  of 
Bums'  Justice,  open  at  the  head  **  Foaox- 
KT !"— and  the  quick-sighted  Gammon  saw 
haw  matters  stood  at  a  glance-— the  process 
hy  which  the  result  he  had  just  witnessed, 
had  been  arrived  at. 

"Well,  Mr.  Quirk,  what  new  vaffary 
nowl"  he  inquired,  with  an  air  of  smuing 
ouriosity. 

"  Vagary  be  .  !**  growled  old  Quirk, 

sullenly,  without  moving  in  his  chair. 

Gammon  stood  for  a  moment  or  two  eye- 
ing him  with  a  keen  scrutiny.  **  What !" 
at  length  he  inquired,  gooid-humouredly, 
**  do  you  then  really  grtt<%e  me  any  share 
ift  the  little  enterprise!" 

**  Eh  1"  quickly  interrupted  Quirk,  prick- 
ing up  his  ears.  **  Do  yoa  intend  to  play 
i£cAusw/-eh  t" 

**  What  must  you  go  down  alone  to  Yat- 
ton.  for.  Gammon  1"  inquired  Quirk,  anxi- 
cnsly. 

**  Why,  simply  as  a  sort  of  pioneer — ^to 
leeonnoitre  the  church jaid—«h?  I  thought 
U  might  Jiare  been  of  Berncef  hot  if— " 


MGaamony  Qaramon,  your  hand !    1  mi* 
derstand,"  replied  Quirk,  evidently  vastly 
relieved— most  cordially  shaking  the  cold    * 
hand  of  Gammon. 

**But  understand,  Mr.  Quirk,"  said  he, 
in  a  very  peremptonr  manner,  ^'  no  one  up<» 
earth  is  to  know  of  my  visit  to  Yatton  ex* 
cept  yourself."  « 

He  received  a  solemn  pledge  to  that  ef- 
fect; and  presently  the  partners  separated, 
a  little  better   satisfied  with  each  other. 
Though  not  a  word  passed  between  them 
for  several  days  afterwards  on  the  topic 
chiefly  discussed  during  the  interview  above 
described,  the  reader  may  easily  imagine 
that  neither  of  them  dropped  it  from  his 
thoughts.    Mr.  Quirk  paid  one  or  two  visits 
to  the  neighbourhood  ol  Houndsditch,  (a  pei^ 
feet  hotbed  of  clients,)  where  resideid  two 
or  three  gentlemen  of  the  Jewish  persuasiouy 
who  had  been  placed,  from  time  to  time« 
under  considerable  obligations  by  the  firm 
of  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  in  respect  of 
professional  services  rendered  both  to  them- 
selves and  to  their  friends.    One  of  them, 
in  particular,  had  a  painful  consciousnessf 
that  it  was  in  old  Mr.  Quirk's  power  at  any 
time,  by  a  whisper,  to  place  his— the  afore- 
said Israelite's — ^neck  in  an  unsightly  noose 
that  every  now  and  then  mi^ht  be  seen 
dangling  from  a  beam>  opposite  Debtor's 
Door,  Newgate,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the    ^ 
morning;  him,  therefore,  every  considera-    ^ 
tion  of  interest  and  gratitude  combined  to 
render  subservient  to  the  reasonable  wishes 
of  Mr.  Quirk.    He  was  a  most  ingenious 
little  fellow,  and  had  a  great  taste  for  the 
imitative  arts-— so  strong  a  taste,  in  fact, 
that  it  had  once  or  twice  placed  him  in  some 
jeopardy  with  the  (jroths  and  Vandals  of  the 
law,  who  characterized  the  noble  art  in 
which  he  excelled  by  a  very  ugly  and  for- 
midable word,  and  annexed  the  most  barDa* 
reus  penalties  to  its  practice.     What  passed 
between  him  and  old  Quirk  on  the  occasion 
of  their  interviews,  I  know  not;  but  one 
afternoon  the  latter,  on  returning  to  his 
office,  without  sayinff  any  thing  to  any 
body,  having  bolted  uie  door,  todc  out  of 
his  pocket  several  little  pieces  of  paper, 
containing  pretty  little  picturesque  devices 
of  a  fragmentary  character,  with  antique 
letters    and    figures  on    them — crumbling 
pieces  of  stone,  some  looking  more  and 
some  less  sunk  in  the  ground,  and  over- 
grown with  grass ;  possibly  they  were  de- 
signs for  ornaments  to  be  added  to  thai 
tasteful   structure.  Alibi  House— possibly 
intended   to   grace  Miss  Quirk's   album. 
However  this  might  be,  af^r  he  had  looked 
at  them  and  carefully  com^^ared  them,  oiua 
With  anotbet  tot  aom^^\m^^^^a^^^^^^^!»s£®^ 
up  in  a  t^eet  ot  ]^a>\>«t^  ^•jX»^\\\i:^--'^'v^^«fc* 
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tahily  not  the  steadiest  hand  in  the  world — 
and  then  deposited  it  in  an  iron  safe. 

Vatton,  the  recoyery  of  which  was  the 
ohject  of  these  secret  and  formidable  move- 
Mients  and  preparations,  not  to  say  machi- 
■ations,  was  all  this  while  the  scene  of  deep 
affliction.    The  lamentable  condition  of  his 
mother  plungred  Mr.  Aubrey,  his  wife  and 
Mster  into  profounder  grief  than  had  been 
occasioned  by  the  calamity  which  menaced 
them  all  in  common.     Had  he  been  alone, 
he  would  have  encountered  the  sudden  storm 
of  adversity  with  unshrinking,  nay  cheerful 
finnness ;  but  could  it  be  so,  when  he  had 
erer  before  him  those  whose  ruin  was  in; 
rolved  in  his  own  1 — Poor  Mrs.  Aubrey,  his 
wife,  having  been  two  or  three  weeks  con- 
fined to  her  bed,  during  which  time  certain 
fond  hopes  of  the  husband  had  been  blighted, 
was  almost  overpowered,  when,  languid'and 
feeble,  supported  by  Mr.  Aubrey  and  Kate, 
the  first  entered  the  bedroom  of  the  vene- 
labie  sufferer.    What  a  difference,  indeed, 
was  there  between  the  appearance  of  all  of 
them  at  that  moment,  and  on  the  Chiistmaa 
dmy  when,  a  happy  group,  they  were  cheer- 
folly  enjoying  tne  festivities  of  the  season ! 
Kate  was  now  pale,  and  somewhat  thinner; 
her  beautiful  features  exhibited  a  care-worn 
expression ;  yet  there  was  a  serene  lustre  in 
her  blue  eye,  and  a  composed  resolution  in 
her  air,  which  bespoke  the  superiority  of 
her  soul.    What  it  had  costlier  to  bear  with 
S^y  semblance  of  self  possession,  or  forti- 
taoe,  the  sad  spec^cle  now  presented  by 
her  mother!    What  a  tender  and  vigilant 
nurse  was  she,  to  one  who  could  no  longer 
be  sensible  of,  or  appreciate  her  intentions ! 
How  that  sweet  girl  humoured  all  her  mo- 
therms  little  eccentricities   and    occasional 
excitement,  and  accommodated  herself  to 
every  varying  phasis  of  her  mental  malady ! 
She  had  so  schooled  her  sensibilities  and 
feelings  as  to  be  able  to  maintain  perfect 
cheernilness  and  composure  in  her  mother's 
presence,  on  occasions  which  forced  Ker 
brother,  and  his  shaken  wife,  to  turn  aside 
with  an  eye  of  agony — overcome  by  some 
touching  speech  or  wayward  action  of  the 
unconscious  sufferer,  who  constantly  ima- 
gined herself,  poor  soul !  to  be  living  Over 
again  her  early  married  life;  and  that  in 
her  little  CTand-children  she  beheld  Mr.  Au- 
brey and  Kate  as  in  their  childhood !    She 
would  gently  chide  Mr.  Aubrey,  her  hus- 
band, for  his  prolonged  absence,  asking  ma- 
ny times  a  day  whether  he  had  returned 
from  London.    Every  morning  old  Jacob 
Jones  was  shown  into  her  chamber,  at  the 


asked  how  Peggy  got  over  her  yv^stPiday^ 
Journey;  and  listened  to  questions,  ■» 
sages,  and  directions,  which  had  been&ai> 
liar  to  him  twenty  years  before,  about  viiii- 

fers  and  tenants  who  had  long  lain  moil- 
ering  in  their  humble  graves— their  mj 
thither  cheered  and  smoothed  by  her  Chm* 
tian  charity  and  benevolence !  ^Twu  i 
touching  sight  to  see  her  two  beaatiH 
grand-children,  in  whose  company  she  d» 
lighted,  brought,  with  a  timorous  and  katf 
reluctant  air,  into  her  presence.  Hov 
strange  must  have  seemed  to  them  tb 
gayety  of  the  motionless  figure  alw^ 
lying  in  the  bed ;  a  gayety  which,  though  g» 
tie  as  gentle  could  be,  yet  sufficed  not  a 
assure  the  little  things,  or  set  them  at  tki 
ease*  Though  her  mild  features  em 
smiled  upon  tnem,  and  her  voice  was  cbefr 
ful,  still,  'twas  from  a  prostrate  figure  M 
never  moved,  and  was  always  surrouodei 
by  calm,  quiet  figures,  with  sorrowful  eot* 
straint  in  their  countenances  and  gestani' 
Charles  would  stand  watching  her,  wdk 
apprehensive  e^e— the  finger  of  one  hui 
raised  to  his  lip,  while  h^s  other  retuoii 
the  hand  that  had  brought  him  in,  as  if  fe» 
ful  of  its  quitting  hold  of  him ;  the  fet 
words  he  could  be  brought  to  speak  vai 
in  a  Subdued  tone  and  harried  utterana; 
and  when,  having  been  lifted  up  to  kiss  hi 
grandmamma,  he  and  his  sister  were  tahi 
out  of  the  chamber,  their  little  breasts  wouM 
heave  a  sigh,  which  showed  how  reliefid 
they  were  from  their  recent  constraint 

How  wofully  changed  was  every  dui{ 
in  the  once  cheerful  old  Hall !  ^f^.  A* 
brey  sitting  in  the  library,  intently  engafd 
upon  books  and  papers — Mrs.  Aubrej  mi 
Kate  now  and  then,  arm  in  arm,  waOdif 
slowly  up  and  down  the  galleries,  or  on 
of  the  rooms,  or  the  hall,  not  with  tbeir 
former  sprightly  gayety,  hut  pensive,  vA 
oflen  in  tears,  and  then  returning  toik 
chamber  of  their  suffering  parent.  All  thii 
was  sad  work,  indeed,  and  seemed,  as  il 
were,  to  herald  in  coming  desolation ! 

But  little  variation  occurred  for  sevml 
weeks  in  the  condition  of  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
except  that  she  grew  visibly  feebler.  Oi 
morning,  however,  about  six  weeks  affer 
her  seizure,  from  certain  symptoms,  tk 
medical  men  intimated  their  opinion  tbt 
some  important  change  was  on  the  eve  of 
taking  place,  for  which  they  prepared  ^ 
family.  She  had  been  very  restless  duin| 
the  night.  After  freouent  intervals  of  » 
easy  sleep,  she  would  awake  with  eviM 
surprise  and  bewilderment.     Soraetiiness 


hour  at  which  he  had  been  accustomed,  in  I  peculiar  smile  would  flit  over  her  emadalrf 
happier  cf.iys,  to  attend  upon  her.     TV\©u«aXMix«fc\  %X^"*&v«t^^llveY  would  be  orcTCHt  I 
fkithful  old  m&n^8  eyes  would  heh\\ndeA\w\^^ciCi\a^«^^^^v^w^i\^R^^xv%^3^^     I 
^th  teun,  and  hia  voioe  Qhoked,a»Y\«  w«b\\o  av^^^wi*  \%w%*   >\tsi.  -^^va^  ^moili^^ 
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,iiia  spoke,  was  feeble  and  tremuloiw ;  and 
•he  would  sigh  and  shake  her  bead  moiun- 
fblly.  Old  Jacob  Jones  not  being  intro- 
duced at  the  accustomed  hour,  she  asked 
for  him.  When  he  made  his  appearance 
she  gazed  at  him  for  a  moment  or  two  with 
a  puzzled  eje,  exclaiming,  **  Jacob !  Jacob ! 
is  it  you,"  in  a  very  low  tone ;  arid  then  sl^e 
closed  her  eyes,  apparently  falling  asleep. 
Thus  passed  the  aay;  her  daughter  and 
daughter-in-law  sitting  on  either  side  the 
bed,  where  they  had  so  long  kept  their 
Anxious  and  affectionate  yigils— Mr.  Au- 
brey sitting  at  the  -loot  of  the  bod — and 
Dr.  Goddart  and  Mr.  Whateley  in  frequent 
attendance.  Towards  the  evening.  Dr.  Tat- 
bam  also,  as  had  been  his  dainr  custom 
throi^gh  her  illness,  appeared,  and  in  a  low 
tone  read  over  the  service  for  the  visiiation 
of  the  sick.  Shortly  aflerwarjs  Mr.  Au- 
brey was  obliged  to^uit  the  chamber  in  oi^ 
der  to  attend  to  some  very  pressing  matter 
of  business ;  and  he  had  beea  engaged  ibr 
nearly  an  hour,  intending  almost,  every 
moment  to  return  to  his  mother's  chamber, 
when  Dr.  Tatham  entered,  as  Mr.  Aubxey 
was  subscribing  his  name  to  a  letter,  and, 
wtth  a  little  earnestness,,  said— ^^  Come,  my 
friend,  let  us  return  to  your  mother ;  me- 
thinks  she  is  on  the  eve  of  some  decisive 
change :  the  issue  b  with  God."  Within 
a  few  moments  they  w-ere  both  at  the  bed- 
side of  Mrs.  Aubrey.  A  large  chamber- 
lamp,  standing  on  a  table  at  a  little  distanoe 
from  the  bed,  diffused  a  soft  light  over  the 
room,  rendering  visible  at  a  glance  the  si- 
lent and  sad  group  collected  round  the  bed, 
all  with  their  eyes  directed  towards  the  ve- 
nerable figure  who  lay  upon  it.  Mr.  Au- 
brey sat  beside  his  wife,  close  to  his  mo- 
ther ;  and  taking  her  thin  emaciated  hand 
into  his  own,  gently  raised  it  to  his  lips. 
$he  seemed  dozinv ;  but  his  action  appear- 
ed to  rouse  her  for  a  moment.  Presently 
she  fixed  her  eye  upon  him — its  expression, 
the  while,  slowly  but  perceptibly  chan^ng, 
and  exciting  strange  feelings  within  nim. 
He  trembled,  and  removed  not  his  eye  from 
hers.  He  turned  very  pale-— for  the  whole 
expression  of  his  mother's  countenance, 
which  was  turned  ftiil  towards  him,  was 
ehanging.  Through  the  clouded  windows 
af  the  falling  fabric,  behold !  its  lon^impri- 
•oned  tenant,  thx  soul,  had  arisen  from  its 
torpor,  and  was  looking  at  him.  Reason 
was  reappearing.  It  was,  indeed,  his  mo- 
ther, and  in  her  right  mtndt  that  was  gaxing 
at  him.  He  scarcely  breathed.  At  length 
aurpriae  and  appre|^nsion  yielded  before  a 
gush  of  tenderness  and  Ipve.  With  what 
an  nnutterable  look  was  his  mother  at  that 
moment  regarding  him.  H'm  lip  ^oivered 
'^iB  eye  orerdowed-^^ndt  as  he  felt  hm 
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ingan  Tenr  gently  eompiessing  nis  eiw^ 
his  tears  /ell  down.     Ctentlv  leaning  fbi^ 
ward,  he  kissed  her  neck,  and  sunk  on 
knee  beside  the  bed. 

•*  Is  it  yon,  my  son?"  said  she,  in  a 
low  tone,  but  in  her  own  voice,  and  it  stir- 
red up  instantly  a  thousand  fond  recollee- 
tions,  almost  overpowering  him.  He  kiss- 
ed her  hand  with  fervent  energy,  bat 
spoke  noL  She  continued  gazing  at  hfan 
with  mingled  solemnity  and  fondness.  Her 
eye  seemed  brigrhteningas  if  remained  Axed 
upon  him.  Again  she  spoke  in  a  very  low 
but  clear  voice—-every  thrilling  word  being 
heard  by  every  one  around  her — '« Or  evar 
the  silver  cord  be  loosed,  or  the  golden  bowl 
be  broken,  or  the  pitcher  be  broken  at  tha 
fountain,  or  the  wheel  broken  at  the  ex- 
tern,— Then  shall  the  dust  return  to  tba 
earth  as  it  was;  and  the  spirit  shall  retom 
unto  God  who  gave  it.**  It  would  be  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  describe  the  manner  fn 
which  these  words  were  spoken ;  and  which 
fell  upon  those  who  heara  them,  as  thongk 
they  were  listening  to  one  firom  the  dead. 

**My  mother! — ^my  mother!'*  at  length 
faltered  Aubrey. 

**God  bless  thee,  my  son!**  said  slm 
solemnly.  **  And  Catharine,  my  daughter 
•^-God  bless  thee**— she  presently  aided, 
gently  taming  round  her  nead  towards  tha 
quarter  whence  a  stifled  sob  issued  firom 
Miss  Aubrey,  who  rose,  trembling,  and, 
leaning  over,  kissed  her  mother.  **  Agnes, 
are  you  here-^and  your  little  on^^st — Crod 
hless** — Her  voice  got  fainter,  and  her  eyes 
closed.  Mr.  Whateley  gave  her  a  few  drops 
of  ether,  and  she  presently  revived. 

'*  God  hath  been  very  good  to  yon,  ma- 
dam,'* said  Dr.  Tatham,  observing  her  eye 
fixed  upon  him,  **  to  restore  you  thus  Is 
your  children." 

'*I  have  been  long  absent — ^long!— I 
wake,  my  children,  but  to^bid  you  farewell 
for  ever  upon  earth.*' 

**  Say  not  so,  my  mother — my  preetoos 
mother!"  exclaim^  her  son,  in  vain  en- 
deavouring to  repress  his  emotions. 

'^I  do,  my  son!  Weep  not  for  me;  I 
am  old,  and  am  summoned  away  fircNn 
amonjr  you*' — ^he  ceased,  as  if  from  ei* 
haustion ;  and  no  one  spoke  for  soma  mi> 
nates. 

^'Itmay  be  that  God  hath  roused  ma,  as 
it  were,  from  the  dead,  to  comfort  my  so0> 
rowful  children  with  words  of  hope,*'  ssM 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  with  much  more  power  and 
distinetness  than  before.  ^^  Hope  ya  iImii 
in  God ;  for  ye  shall  yat^ praise  Him  who  is 
the  health  of  yoor  oottnlenance,  and  yvm 
God!" 

"We  '^wtt  iinifimV(K>  wf  tasjJ^wt^ '^^wa 
[woidal**  Mtnre^YieiaoTu 
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^  Yen,  mj  800— if  days  of  darkness  be 
. at  hand" — She  ceased.  Again  Mt.  What&- 
lej  placed  to  her  white  lips  a  glass  with 
8ome  reviving  fluid — ^looting  ominously 
at  Mr.  Aubrey,  as  he  found,  that  she  con- 
.  tinned  insensible.  Miss  Aubrey  sobbed 
audibly ;  indeed,  all  present  were  power- 
fully aJQfected.  Again  Mrs.  Aubrey  revived, 
and  swallowed  a  few  drops  of  wine  and 
water.  A  heavenly  serenity  diffused  itself 
o?er  her  emaciated  features. 

**We  shall  meet  again,  my  loves! — I 
ean  no  longer  see  you  with  the  eyes  or*-— 
Mr.  Whateley  observing  a  siidden  change, 
came  nearer  to  her. 

**  Peace !  peace  !'*  she  murmured,  almost 
inarticulately;  A  dead  silence  ensued,  in- 
terrupted only  by  smothered  sobs.  Her 
children  sunk  on  their  knees,  and  buried 
their  faces  in  their  hands,  trembling. 

Mr.  Whateley  made  a  silent  signal  to 
Dr.  Tatham,  that  life  had  ceased — that  the 
Moved  spirit  had  passed  away.  "The 
Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away; 
bleaaed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  !**  said 
Dr.  Tatham,  with  tremulous  solemnity. 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  and  Miss  Aubrey,  no  longer 
able  to  restrain  their  feelings,  wept  bitter- 
ly :  and,  overpowered  with  grief,  were  sup- 
oorted  out  of  the  room  by  Dr.  Tatham  and 
Mr.  Aubrey.  As  soon  as  it  was  known 
that  the  venerable  mo^er  of  Mr.  Aubrey 
was  no  more,  universal  reverence  was  testi- 
4ed  for  her  memory,  and  sympathy  for  the 
afflicted  survivors,  by  even  those  high  and 
low,  in  the  remoter  parts  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, who  had  no  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  family.  Two  or  three  days  after- 
wards, Mr.  Plume  the  ii^dertaker,  who  had 
noeived  orders  from  Mr.  Aubrey  to  provide 
a  simple  and  unezpensive  funeral,  submit^ 
ted  to  him  a  list  or  more  than  thirty  names 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  county, 
who  had  sent  to  him  to  know  whether  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  family  for  them 
to  be  allow^  to  attend  Mrs.  Aubrey's  re- 
nuias  to  the  grave.  After  much  considera- 
tion, Mr.  Aubrey  accepted'  of  this  sponta- 
neoua  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  his 
mother.  Twas  a  memorable  and  raelan- 
oholy  day  on  which  the  interment  took 
place— ^ne  never  to  be  forgotten  at  Yatton. 
What  can  be  more  chilling  than  the  gloomy 
bustle  of  a  finreat  funeral,  especially  in  the 
country;  and  when  the  deceased  is  one 
whose  memory  is  enshrined  in  the  holiest 
IMings  of  all  who  loiew  her  t"  What  per- 
MB  was  there,  for  miles  around,  who  could 
not  apeak  of  theednrtesies,  the  charities,  the 
goodness  of  Madam  Aubrey! 


her;  and  when  the  eye  saw  her,  it  pm 
witness  to  her : 

"Because  she  delivered  the  poor  flnt 
cried,  and  the  fatherless,  and  him  that  hid 
none  to  help  him. 

"  The  blessing  of  him  that  was  ready  to 
perish  came  upon  her,  and  she  caused  tk 
widow^s  heart  to  sing  for  joy. 

"She  was  eyes  to  the  bliixi,  and  feetwM  ^ 
she  to  the  lame. 

"  She  was  a  mother  to  the  poor.*^ 

Pale  as  death,  the  chief  inoarner,  wnp 
ped  in  his  black  cloak,  is  stepping  im: 
the  mourning-coach.  No  one  spe^s  i« 
him ;  his  face  is  buried  in  his  handkerchier; 
his^  heart  seems  breaking.  He  thinks  of 
her  whose  dear  dust  is  before  him  ;«tfaa 
of  the  beloved  beings  i^hom  he  has  H 
alone  in  their  as^ony  Ull  his  retum— b 
wife  and  sister,  ^e  procession  is  mom^ 
slowly  on — ^long,  silent  rcws  of  the  tenaotn 
and  yillagers,  old  and  yotinff,  male  and  fe- 
male, not  a  dry  eye  among  them,  nor  a  sji- 
lable  spoken— stand  on  each  side  of^ 
way ;  no  sound  heard  but  of  horses*  fad. 
and  wheels  crushing  along  the  wet  gnrel- 
for  the  day  is  most  gloomy  and  incleoieSL 
As  they  quit  the  gates,  carriage  after  as- 
riage  follows  in  the  rear ;  and  the  sorrevfi 
crowd  increases  around  them.  Many  han 
in  their  hands  the  Bibles  and  prayer-boob 
which  had  been  given  them  by  her  vht 
now  lies  in  yonder  hearse ;  and  few  oi 
recollect  the  day  when  the  late  lord  of  Tii- 
ton  led  her  along  from  the  church  to  tke 
Hall,  his  young  and  blooming  bride,  a 

firide  and  joy — and  they  are  now  going  te 
ay  her  beside  him  again.  They  enips  tk 
little  churchyard,  and  are  met  by  good  Dr. 
Tatham,  in  his  surplice,  bareheaded,  ai' 
with  book  in  hand ;  with  full  eye  and  qa- 
vering  lip  he  slowly  precedes  the  body  ')0 
the  church.  His  voice  frequently  tremhki. 
and  sometimes  he  pauaefi,  while  readii^ 
the  service.  Now  mey  are  standing  hut- 
headed  at  the  vault's  mouth — ^the  last  vd 
rites  are  being  performed ;  and  probablji  ^ 
is  thinking  the  chief  mourner,  over  the  hm 
of  his  race  who  will  rest  in  that  tomb! 

Long, after  the  solemn  ceremony  vi^ 
over,  &e  little  churchyard  remained  filW 
with  mournful  groups  of  villagers  ad 
tenants,  who  pressed  forward  to  thf  diik 
mouth  of  the  vault,  to  take  the  last  look  K 
the  coffin  which  contained  the  remains  d 
her  whose  memory  would  live  long  la  al 
their    hearts.    "Ah,    dear    old    madaa.' 


quoth  Jonas  Higgp  to  l||mself,  as  he  finii^ 
ed  his  dreary  day^s  labours,  by  tempova4 
\  c\ciB^  ^^  the  mouth  of  the  vault,  ^  thif 
WbcB  tbe  mat  ]i0iidher,thea  \\b\e8sed\iB^V\MK«^\»reff^  S^o^n^Vi  ^tA  h^^otf  « 
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flally  but  they  shall  not  touch  thee 

died,  and  was  buried,  Madam  Au- 
id  the  13  not  yet  for  gotten, 
desolate  seemed  the  Hall,  the  next 
,  to  the  bereaved  inmates,  as,  dressed 
moumingy  they  met  at  the  cheerless 
;t  table!  Aubrey  kissed  his  wife 
;er — who  could  nardly  answer  his 
iquiries.  The  gloom  occasioned 
out  the  Hall,  for  the  last  ten  days, 
linds  being  constantly  drawn  down, 
it  they  were  drawn  up,  had  given 
I  staring  light  and  distinctness,  that 
startled  and  offended  the  eyes  of 
bose  hearts  were  dark  with  sorrow 
Every  object  reminded  them  of 
ence  of  one — whose  chair  stood 
m  its  accustomed  place.  There, 
B  her  Bible,  on  the  little  round  table 
)  window.    Tlie  mourners  seemed 

by  the  entrance,  by  and  by,  of  the 
. ;  but  they,  also,  were  in  mourning ! 
however,  withdraw  from  this  scene 
ring,  where  every  object,  every  re- 
»n,  every  association,  causes  the 
d  hear4  to  bleed  afresh. 

troubles  seem  cominef  upon  them ; 
r  that  tkey  have  buried  the  dead  out 
siehf^  ana  when  time  shall  begin  to 
B  balm  into  their  present  smarting 

we  doubt  not  that  they  will  looK 
oubles  in  the  face,  calmly  and  with 
9,  not  forgetful  of  the  last  words  of 
whom  they  now  mourn  so  bitterly, 
lom,  beloved  and  venerable  being! 
ih  mercifully  taken  away  from  the 
B  that  are  to  come. 

much  and  anxious  consideration, 
lolved  to  go^  on  the  ensuing  Sunday 
r,  to  church,  where  neither  Mrs. 
nor  Kate  had  been  since  the  illness 

mother.  The  little  church  was 
1 ;  almost  every  one  present,  besides 
;  9  saddened  countenance,  exhibited 
itwaxd  mark  of  respect  in  their  dress 

badge  of  mourning — such  as  their 
eans  admitt^^  of.  The  pulpit  and 
•desk  were  hung  in  blacx,  as  also 
.  Aubrey's  peW — an  object  of  deep 

to  the  congregation,  who  expected 
t  least  some  member  of  the  family  at 
1.  They  were  not  disappointed.  A 
'Tore  Dr.  Tatham  took  iiis  place  in 
ling-desk,  the  well-known  sound  of 
ily  carriage  wheels  was  heard,  as  it 
)  before  the  gate :  and  presently  Mr. 

appeared  at  the  church-door  with 
e  and  sister^tn  either  arm;  all  of 
f  course,  in  the  deepest  mourning — 
id  Miss  Aubrey's  countenances  con- 
befteath  their  long  crape  veils.  For 
mo  after  taking  their  seats,  thej 


seemed  oppressed  with  emotion,  evidently 
weeping.    Mr.  Aubrey,  however,  exhibited 
great  composure,  though  his  countenance 
bore  the  traces  of  the  suffering  be  had  un- 
dergone. Mrs.  Aubrey  seldom  rose  from  her 
seat;  but  Kate  stood  up,  from  time  to  time, 
with  the  rest  of  the  congre^tion;  her  white 
handkerchief,  however,  might  be  seen  fre- 
quently raised  to  her  eyes,  beneath    her 
black  veil.    As  the  service  went  on,  she 
seemed  to  have  struggled  with  some  success 
against  her  feelings.    To  relieve  herself  for; 
a  moment  from  its  oppressive  closeness,  shed 
gently  drew  aside  her  veil ;  and  thus,  for  s^ 
few  minutes,  exhibited  a  countenance  inex- 
pressibly beautiful.    She  could  not,  how-' 
ever,  long   bear   to  face  a  congregation, 
every  one  of  whom  ahe  felt  to  be  looking 
on  her,  and  those  beside  her,  with  affeo- 
tionate  sympathy ;  and  rather  quickly  drew 
her  veil  a^rain  over  her  face,  without  again 
removing  it.  There  was  one  person  present, 
on  whom  the  brief  jg^limpse  of  her  beauty 
had  produced  a  prodigious  impression.    As 
he  gazed  at  her,  the  colour  gradually  desert- 
ed his  cheek ;  and  his  eye  remained  fixed 
upon  her,  even  af\er  she  had  drawn  down 
her  veil.    He  experienced  emotions  such  as 
he  had  never  known  before.    So  that  was 
Miss  Aubrey!  ^' 

Gammon»-for  he  it  was,  and  he  had  gone 
thither  under  the  expectation  of  sef  in^,  foi 
the  first  time,  some  of  the  Aubrey  family- 
generally  passed  for  a  cold-blooded  person ; 
and  in  fact,  few  men  living  had  more  con 
trol  over  their  feelings,  or  more  systematic 
cally  checked  any  manifestations  of  them  - 
but  there  was  something  in  the  person  and 
circumstances  of  Miss  Aubrey — for  by  a 
hurried  inquiry  of  the  person  next  to  him  he 
learned  that  it  was  she — which  excited  new 
feelings  in  him.  Her  slightest  motion  his 
eye  watched  with  an  intense  eagerness; 
and  faint,  half-formed  schemes,  purposes, 
and  hopes,  passed  in  rapid  confusion 
throqgh  his  mind,  as  he  foresaw  that  cir- 
cumstances would  hereafter  arise  by  means 
of  which-— 

''Good  God!  how  very — very  beautiful 
she  is !"  said  he  to  himself,  as,  the  service 
over,  her  ffraceful  figure,  following  her 
brother  and  his  wife  with  slow  and  sad 
step,  approached  the  pew  in  which  he  was 
standing,  on  her  way  to  the  door.  He  fel* 
a  sort  of  cold  shudder,  as  her  black  dress 
rustled  past,  actually  touching  him.  What 
was  he  doing  and  meditating  against  that 
lovely  being!  And  for  whom— disgusting 
reptile ! — ^for  Htmouse  T  He  almost  blufchoa 
with  a  conflict  of  emotions,  as  he  followed 
almost  imiftedlaM^  ^^i  ^vosk  K^^tv^ 
never  losing  %\g)[iX  ot  \k^i,>S\  "V**^"^"^*^ 
havbg  Yiuoded  tisf  Vntft  ^^  ^otcmjjk^fX  ^ 
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ifter  her,  and  thejr  drove  off  towards  the 
'flail.  The  reader  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  presence  of  Gammon  on  this 
occasion,  nor  to  connect  it  with  a  great  trial 
at  the  approaching  York  assizes.  As  he 
walked  back  to  Grilston  to  his  solitary  din- 
ner, he  was  lost  in  thought;  and,  on  arrinng 
at  the  inn,  repaired  at  once  to  his  room, 
where  he  found  a  copy  of  the  Sunday  Flash, 
which  had,  according  to  orders,  b^n  sent 
to  him  from  town,  under  his  assumed  name 
**  Gibson.**  He  ate  but  little,  and  that  me- 
chanically; and  seemed  to  feel,  for  once, 
httle  or  no  interest  in  his  newspaper.  He 
<iad  never  paid  the  least  attention  to  the 
'^ulogia  upon  Miss  Aubrey  of  the  little  idiot 
^  Titmonse^nor  of  Snap,  of  whom  he  enter- 
tained but  a  very  little  higher  opinion  than 
of  Titmoase,  One  thing  was  clear,  that 
from  that  moment.  Miss  Aubrey  formed  a 
new  element  in  Gammon's  calculations: 
and  for  aught  I  know,  may  occasion  very 
different  results  from  those  originally  con- 
templated by  that  calm  and  crafty  person. 

As  it  proved  a  moonlight  night,  he  re- 
solved at  once  to  set  about  the  important 
business  which  had  brought  him  into  York- 
shire ;  and  for  that  purpose  set  off  about 
eight  o'clock  on  his  walk  to  Yatton.  About 
ten  o'clock  he  might  have  been  seen  gliding 
into  the  chorchyard,  like  a  dangerous  snake. 
The  moon  continVied  to  shine— and  at  inter- 
vals with  brightness  snfficient  for  his  pur- 
pose, which  was  simply  to  reconnoitre,  as 
closely  as  possible,  the  little  churchyard — 
to  ascertain  what  it  might  contain,  and 
what  were  its  eapabiUHes.    At  length  he  ap- 

Eroached  the  old  yew  tree,  against  whose 
uge  trunk  he  leaned  with  folded  arms,  ap- 
parently in  a  revery.  Hearing  a  noise  as 
of  some  one  opening  the  gate  by  which  he 
had  entered,  he  glided  further  into  the 
cloom  behind  him;  and  turning  his  head 
in  the  direction  whence  the  sound  came,  he 
beheld  some  one  entering  the  churchyard. 
His  heart  beat  quickly ;  and  he  suspectckl 
ftat  he  had  been  watched ;  yet  theref  was 
snrely  no  harm  in  being  seen  at  ten  o'clock 
at  nifirht,  looking  about  him  in  a  country 
ehnrchyard.  It  was  a  gentleman  who  en- 
tered, dressed  indeepmoaming;  and  Gam- 
mon quickly  recognised  iii  him  Mr.  Au- 
brey— ^the  brother  of  her  whose  beautiful 
image  still  shone  before  his  mind's  eye. 
What  could  he  be  wanting  there  ?«-at  that 
time  of  night  t  Gammon  was  not  kept  long 
ir  donbt;  for  the  stranger  slowly  bent  his 
steps  towards  a  large  high  tomb,  in  fact  the 
oentral  object  next  to  the  yew  tree,  in  the 
eborchyara— 4ind  stood  gasing  at  it  in  si- 
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watching  the  movements  of  the  atnmfVi 
who  presently  raised  his  handkerehtef  tc 
his  eyes,  and  for  some  moments  seemed  ii* 
dulging  in  great  grief.  €ranmion  disttnetij 
heard  ^either  a  sob  or  a*sivh.  **  He  mnft 
have  been  very  fond  of  her,  '  thoaght  Gmh 
mon ; — **  Well,  if  we  succeed,  the  excelleiit 
old  lady  will  have  escaped  a  great  deal  of 
trouble— that's  all."  "If  tr«  mectdT 
That  reminded  him  of  what  he  had  fora  iev 
moments  lost  sight  of,  naniely,  his  own  ob> 
ject  in  coming  thither :  and  he  felt  a  sod- 
den chill  of  remorse,  whieh  increased  opa 
him  till  he  almost  trembled,  as  his  eyeccm 
tinned  fixed  on  Mr.  Aubrey,  and  he  thoogk 
also  of  Miss  Aubrey — and  the  misery— dv 
utter  ruin  into  which  he  was  seekinir  n 
plunge  them  both — the  unhallowed  men 
which  they— which  he— contemplated  n* 
sorting  to  for  that  purpose. 

Gammon's  condition  was  becoming  efcif 
moment   more  serious;  for  yii^e  m  lh 
shape  of  Miss  Aubrey,  began  to  shine evajr 
moment  in  more  radiant  loveliness  befiit 
him — and  he  almost  felt  an  loclinatiaB  S 
sacrifice  every  person  connected  with  lb 
enterprise  in  wnich  he  was  engaged,  if  i 
would  give  him  a  chance  of  winning  tin  &• 
voor  or  Miss  Aubrey.     Presently,  hoirew, 
Mr.  Aubrey,  evidently  heaving  a  deepa^ 
bent  his  steps  slowly  back  again,  and  ^ 
ted  the  churchyard.    Gammon  watched  hii 
figure  out  of  sight,  and  tfien,  for  the  irt 
time  since  Mr.  Aubrey's  appearance,  hwA' 
ed  freely.    Relieved  from  tie  presson  rf 
his  presence,  Gammon  began  to  take  cal» 
er  and  luster  views  of  his  position ;  and  hi 
reflected,  that  if  he  pushea  on  the  preial 
affair  to  a  successful  issue,  he  shoold  b 
much  more  likely  than  by  prematnrelj  mi^ 
ing  it,  to  gain  his  objects.     He  therdbi 
resumed  £e  survey  of  the  scene  arool 
him;   and    which  presented    appearuMi 
highly  satisfactory,  Judging  from  the  ei- 
pression  which  now  and  then  animated  til 
countenance.     At   length    he     wandeNd 
round  to  the  other  end  of  the  church,  what 
a  cmmbling  wall,  half  covered  with  irjii' 
dicated  that  there  had  formerly  stood  scsi 
building  apparently  of  earlier  date  than  tb 
church.    Such  Was  the  fact ;  Gammon  bos 
found  himself  standing  in  a  sort  of  eaei^ 
sure,  which  had  obce  been  the  site  of  aaoU 
chapel.    And  here  he  had  not  been  lav 
making  his  observations^  before  he  aciuenl 
a  discovery  of  so  extraordinary  a  natsn: 
one  so  unlikely,  under  Uie  cireumstaonii 
to  have  happened;  one  so  calculated  s 
baffle  ordinaiy  calcuWions  concemiogAi 
course  of  events,  that  the  reader  maj  «i 
disheliere  what  I  am  going  to  tell  l««Mt  ^ 


teane  for  soma  time. 
•  Th$t  ia  no  doubt,  where  Mit*  Aa\)TCy\u«av\x%a^%\«^\^Vtw^xti^i]Kle^   ^ 
"'St  burred  the  other  ^jt^  ^ouffht  Yie,\    li^  iih»iVTAX  \o  V«^  Vsx{i.\^ 
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Ganimon  positively  discovered  evidence  of 
the  death  of  Harry  Dreddliiigton  in  his  f  i* 
ther*s  lifetiineby  means  of  jnst  such  alook- 
inf[  tombsione  as  he  had  lon^  imaged  to 
iiiiniieir;  and  as  he  had  resolved  that  old 
Quirk  should  have  got  prppared,  before  the 
^cause  came  into  court.  He  almost  stum- 
bled over  it.  *Twras  aif  old  slantin?  stone, 
scarce  two  feet  above  the  ground,  partly 
covered  with  moss,  and  partly  hid  by 
rubbish  and  old  damp  grass.  The  moon 
shone  brightly  enough  to  enable  Gammon, 
kniBeling  down,  to  decipher,  beyond  all 
doubt,  what  was  requisite  to  establish  that 
part  of  the  case  which  had  been  wanting. 
For  A  moment  or  two  he  was  disposed  to 
doubt  whether  he  was  not  dreaming'. 
When,  at  length,  he  took  out  pencil  and  pa- 
per, his  hands  trembled  so  much  that  he 
felt  some  difficulty  in  making  an  exact  copy 
df  the  inestimable  inscription.  Having 
done  this,  he  drew  a  long  breath  as  he  re- 

Caoed  the  pencil  and  papers  in  his  pocket- 
K>k,  and  almost  fancied  he  heard  a  whis- 
perintr  sound  in  the  air — "  Verdict  for  the 
plaintiif.**  Quitting  the  churchyard,  he 
walked  back  to  Grilston  at  a  much  auicker 
rate  than  that  at  which  he  had  come,  hisdis- 
eovery  having  wonderfully  elated  him,  and 
pushed  all  other  thoughts  entirely  out  of 
kk  mind.  But,  thought  he,  doubtless  tAe 
'Other  side  are  aware  of  the  existence  of  this 
tombstone— they  can  hardly  be  supposed 
^prnorant  of  it;  they  must  have  looked  up 
their  evidence  as  well  as  w^— and  their  at- 
tention has  been  challenged  to  the  existence 
or  non-existence  of  proof  of  the  time  of 
Ae  death  of  Harry  Dreddlington ; — well — 
If  they  are  aware  of  it,  they  know  thatlt  cuts 
the  ground  from  under  them,  and  turns  their 
eonveyance,  on  which,  doubtless,  they  are 
velying,  into  waste  paper ;  if  they  are  not, 
and  are  under  the  impression  that  that  deed 
ia  valid  and  effectual,  our  proof  will  fall  on 
them  like  a  thunderbolt  "  Gad,'* — ^he  held 
his  breath,  and  stopped  in  the  middle  of 
the  road— >*  how  immensely  important  is 
this  little  piece  of  evidence !  Why,  if  they 
knew  of  it — why,  in  Heaven's  name,  is  it 
there  stillt  What  easier  than  to  have 
got  rid  of  it? — why,  they  may  still:  what 
can  that  stupid  fellow  Parkinson  have  been 
about  t  Yet,  is  it  because  it  has  become 
unimportant  on  account  of  their  being  in 
possession  of  other  evidence  t  What  can 
they  have  against  so  plain  a  case  as  ours  is, 
wttii  this  evidence  1  Gad,  Pll  not  lose  one 
day's  time ;  but  I'll  have  half-a-dozen  com- 
fi«ent  witnesses  to  inspect,  and  speak  to 
that  same  tombstone  in  court."  Such  were 
aome  of  the  thoughts  which  passed  through 
kia  mind  as  he  haatened  homewzrd ;  and 
ga  Jua  arriral,  late  aa  it  waa— onlj  the 


yawning  ostler  being  up  to  let  him  in— ha 
sat  do\^  to  write  a  letter  off  to  Mr.  Quirk, 
and  made  it  into  a  parcel  to  go  by  the  mail 
in  the  morning,  acquainting  him  with  the 
truly  providential  discovery  he  had  just 
made,  and  urging  him  to  set  about  getting 
up  the  briefs  for  the  trial,  without  delay; 
he,  himself,  purposing  to  stop  at  Grilston  a 
day  or  two  longer,  to  coyiplete  one  or  two 
other  arrangements  of  an  important  nature. 
As  soon  as  Mr.  Quirk  had  read  this  letter 
he  devoutly  thanked  God  for  his  goodness ; 
and,  hurrying  to  his  strong-box,  unlocked 
it,  took  out  a  small  sealed  packet,  and  con^ 
mitted  it  to  the  flames. 

Mr.  Aubrey,  as  soon  as  he  ha4  recovered 
from  the  first  shock  occasioned  by  the  com- 
munication by  Mr.  Parkinson  of  the  pro- 
ceedings asainst  him,  set  about  acquaint-  < 
ing  himself,  as  minutely  as  he  could,  with 
the  true  state  of  the  case.  He  had  request- 
ed Mr.  Parkinson  to  obtain  from  one  of  the 
counsel  in  London,  Mr.  Crystal,  a  full  ac- 
count of  the  case,  in  an  elementary  form* 
for  his  own  guidance;  and  on  obtaining  a 
remarkably  clear  and  luminous  statement* 
and  also  consulting  the  various  authorities 
cited  in  it-«such,  at  least,  as  could  be  sup 
plied  to  him  by  Mr.  Parkinson — the  vigor 
ous  practical  understanding  of  Mr.  Aubrey, 
aided  by  his  patient  application,  soon  mas- 
tered the  whole  case,  and  enabled  him  to 
appreciate  the  peril  in  which  he  was  placed. 
Since  he  could  derive  no  title  through  the 
conveyance  of  Harry  Dreddlington  (which 
had  been  got  in  by  Geoffrey  Dreddlington) 
owing  to  the  death  of  the  former  in  his  fa 
ther's  lifetime,  as  he  (Mr.  Aubrey)  under- 
stood from  his  advisers  could  be  easily 
proved  by  the  present  claimant  of  the  pro- 

a,  the  right  of  accession  of  Geoffrey 
dlington's  descendants  dc})ended  en 
tirely  upon  the  fact  whether  or  not  Stephen 
Dreddlington  had  really  died  without  issue ; 
and  as  to  that,  certain  anxious  and  exten- 
sive inquiries  instituted  by  Messrs.  Run- 
nington  and  Mr.  Parkinson,  in  pursuance 
of  ttie  suggestions  of  their  able  and  expe- 
rienced counsel,  had  led  them  to  entertain 
serious  doubts  concerning  the  rights  of  Geof- 
frey's descendants  to  enter  into  posses- 
sion. By  what  means  his  opponents  had 
obtained  their  clue  to  the  state  of  his  title, 
neither  he  nor  any  of  his  advisers  could 
frame  a  plausible  conjecture.  It  was  cer- 
tainly possible  that  Stephen  Dreddlington, 
who  was  known  to  have  been  a  man  like 
his  uncle  Harry,  of  wild  and  eccentric  habits, 
and  to  have  been  supposed  to  leave  no 
issue,  might  have  married  privately  soto^t 
woman  of  infencpt  %\a.^oTv^^iA\^^\aw«5^^V^ 
h^,  who,  Vmn^  \iv  o\i«cMT\XN  >  ^^^  "^^^  ^  ^!^»^ 
tance  iiom  tShft  tetl  ol  tJaa  fens\^  \i^Y«^-^ 
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eoold  haye  no  opportanity  of  inquiring  into  |  eyes,  together  with— his  wlfe^  his 
or  ascertaining  their  position  with  reference  \  his  children.  What  was  to  become  d 
to  the  estates,  till  some  acute  and  enterpri*  them  ?  It  was  long  before  the  real  natin 
sing  attorneys,  like  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gam-   and  extent  of  his  danger  became  knovi 


mon  and  Snap,  happening  to  get  hold  of 
them,  and  family  papers  in  their  possession, 
had  taken  up  their  case.  When,  with  im- 
pressions such  as  these,  Mr.  Aubrey  pe- 
rused and  re-porused  the  opinions  of  the 
conveyancer  given  on  the  occasion  of  his 
(Mr.  Aubrey's)  marriage,  he  was  confound- 
ed at  the  supineness  and  indifference  which 
he  had  even  twice  exhibited,  and  felt  dis- 
posed now  grreatly  to  overvalue  the  impor- 
tance of  every  adverse  circumstance.  The 
boldness,  again,  and  systematic  energy 
with  whicTi  the  case  of  the  claimant  was 
prosecuted,  and  the  eminent  legal  opinions 
which  were  alleged,  and  with  every  appear- 
ance of  truth,  to  concur  in  his  favour,  af- 
forded additional  grounds  for  rational  ap- 
prehension. He  looked  the  danger,  how- 
ever, full  in  the  face,  and  as  far  as  lay  in 
his  power,  prepared  for  the  evil  day  which 
might  so  soon  come  upon  him.  Certain 
extensive  and  somewhat  costly  alterations 
which  he  had  been  on  the  point  of  commen- 
cing at  Yatton,  he  abandoned.  But  for 
the  earnest  interference  of  friends,  he  would 
have  at  once  given  up  his  establishment  in 
Grosvenor  Street,  and  applied  for  the  Chil- 
tem  Hundreds,  in  order  to  retire  from  politi- 
cal life.  Considering  the  possibility  of  his 
soon  being  declared  uie  wrongful  holder  of 
the  property,  he  contracted  his  expenditure 
as  far  as  he  could,  without  challenging  un- 
necessary public  attention;  and  paia  into 
his  banker  8  hands  all  his  Christmas  rents, 
sacredly  resolving  to  abstain  from  drawing 
out  one  farthing  of  what  might  soon  be 
proved  to  belong  to  another.  At  every 
point  occurred  the  dreadful  question — If  I  am 
declared  never  to  have  been  the  rightful 
owner  of  the  property,  how  am  I  to  dis- 
charge my  frightful  liabilities  to  him  who 
is?  Mr.  Aubrey  had  nothing  except  the 
Yatton  property.  He  had  but  an  insignifi- 
cant sum  in  the  funds ;  Mrs.  Aubrey's  set- 
tlement was  out  of  lands  at  Yatton,  as  also 
was  the  little  income  bequeathed  to  Kate  by 
her  father.  Could  any  thing,  now,  he  con- 
ceived more  dreadful,  under  these  circum- 
stances, than  the  mere  danger — the  slight- 
est probaDility— of  their  being  deprived  of 
Yatton  t — and  with  a  debt  of, — at  the  very 
least,  SIXTY  THousAifD  POUNDS,  duc  to  him 
who  had  been  wrongfully  kept  out  of  his 
property  ?  That  was  the  millstone  which 
seemed  to  drag  them  all  to  the  bottom. 
Against  thai^  what  could  the  kindness  of 


amongst  his  friends  and  neighbours.  Who^ 
however,  they  were  made  aware  of  it,  ai 
extraordinary  interest  and  'sympathy  wen 
excited  throughout  almost  the  whole  co» 
ty.  Whenever  his  attorney,  Mr.  Paik» 
son,  appeared  in  public,  he  wais  bciae^ 
by  most  anxious  inquiries  cooceming  \k 
distinguished  client,  whose  manly  modes^ 
and  ^rtitude,  under  the  pressure  of  ks 
sudden  and  almost  unprecedented  difficnJiy 
and  peril,  endeared  him  more  than  ever  S 
all  who  had  an  opportunity  of  apprecia&af 
his  position.  With  what  intense  and  a^ 
sorbing  interest  were  the  ensuing  assis 
looked  for !     At  length  they  arriv^. 

The  ancient  city  of  York  exhibited, 
the  commission  day  of  the  spring 
for  the  year  18—,  tlie  usual  scene  of  aDii» 
tion  and  excitement.  The  high  sheriff,  il^ 
tended  by  an  imposing  retinue,  went  out  H 
meet  the  judges,  and  escorted  Uiem,  amidi 
the  shrill  clangour  of  trumpets,  to  the  ea^ 
tie,  where  the  commission  was  opened  wii 
the  usual  formalities.  The  judges  woi 
Lord  Widdrington,  the  Lord  Chief  Jusia 
of  the  lOng^s  Bench,  and  Mr.  Justice  Gny 
lev,  a  puisne  judge  of  the  same  court— boi 
admirable  lawyers.  The  former  was  p» 
sessed  of  the  more  powerful  intellect  Hi 
was,  what  may  be  called  a  great  scfeotiii 
lawyer,  referring  every  thing  to  prindfk 
as  extracted  from  precedent.  Mr.  Jattb 
Gray  ley  was  almost  unrivalled  in  his  koov* 
ledge  of  tlie  detaiU  of  the  law ;  his  goven- 
ing  maxim  being  ila  lex  seripia»  Here  Ui 
knowledge  was  equally  minute  and  ae» 
rate,  and  most  readily  applied  to  every  cm 
brought  before  him.  Never  sate  there  offli 
the  bench  a  more  pains-taking  judge— 4BI 
more  anxious  to  ao  right  equally  in  gnat 
things  as  in  small.  Both  were  men  of  rifii 
integrity ;  *tis  a  glorious  thing  to  be  able  to 
add — when,  for  centuries,  have  other  dot 
men  of  rigid  inte$rrity  sate  upon  the  EiifM 
bench!  Lord  Widdrington,  however,  is 
temper  was  stem,  arbitrary^  arid  overbeih 
ing,  and  his  manners  were  tinctured  wi& 
not  a  little  coarseness ;  w  hile  his  compaaios 
was  a  man  of  exemplary  amiability,  afr 
bility,  and  forbearance.  Lord  Widdhif 
ton  presided  at  the  civil  court  (where,  of 
course,  would  come  on  the  important  eaa« 
in  which  we  are  interested,)  and  Mr.  JusIlM 
Grayley  in  the  criminal  court. 

Soon  afVer  the  sitting  of  the  court,  ontb  I 
ensuing    morning— "  Will    your   loidAip  I 


(be  moat  generouB  friends^  ^hal  cou\d  \i\«\  ^\ovi  m^""  xqa^^  %scA  viu^uired  the  Mu  I 
own  most  deapente  exerdons,  a^aWl     M\\^us^X\xitt,wv^V^T?\^\\\.%\J«^^^  I 

Ail  iiad  poor  Aubxey  consUntly  \>e£ois  \aft\vtft''^2^^x4t^*»«^^^>t\feVaA\!o«^ 
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of  the  caase  aboat  which  he  was  in- 
qnirinjf,  **  to  call  your  attention  to  a  caase 
of  Dae  on  the  demise  of  Titmouse  v,  Jolter^-— 
a  special  jury  cause,  in  which  there  are  a 
great  many  witnesses  to  be  examined  on 
both  sides — and  to  ask  that  a  day  may  be 
fixed  for  it  to  come  on  V 
^/»  Whom  do  yoQ  appear  for,  Mr.  Sabtle  1" 
inquired  his  lordship. 

**  For  the  plaintiff,  my  lord." 
■^And  who  appears  for  the  defendant !" 
«•  The  attorney-general  leads  for  the  de- 
fendant, niy  lord,''  replied  Mr.  Sterling,  who, 
with  Mr.  Crystal,  was  also  retained  for  the 
defendant. 

"  Well,  perhaps  you  can  a^pree  between 
yourselves  upon  a  day,  and  in  the  mean 
time  similar  arrangements  may  be  made  for 
any  other  special  jury  cause  that  may  re- 
quire it.  After  due  consultation,  Monday 
week  was  agreed  upop  by  the  psurties,  and 
fixed  by  his  lordship  for  the  trial  of  the 
sause.  During  the  Sunday  preeedinff  it, 
York  was  crowded  with  persons  of  the 
highest  distinction  from  aU  parts  of  the 
sounty,  who  felt  interested  in  the  result  of 
the  great  cause  of  the  assizes.  About  mid- 
lay  a  dusty  travelling  carriage  and  four 
iashed  into  the  streets  from  the  London 
road,  and  drove  up  to  the  principal  inn;  it 
contained  the  attorney-^neral  (who  just 
ftnished  reading  his  brief  as  he  entered 
York)  and  his  clerk.  The  attorney-general 
was  a  man  of  striking  and  highly  intellec- 
tual countenance ;  but  he  looked,  on  alight- 
iog,  somewhat  fatigued  with  his  long  jour- 
ney. He  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  natu- 
ral talents,  and  also  a  first-rate  lawyer— one 
whose  rigrht  to  take  the  woolsack,  whenever 
it  should  become  vacant,  was  recognised  by 
all  the  profession.  His  professional  cele- 
brity, and  his  coming  down  special  on  the 
present  occasion,  added  to  the  circumstance 
of  his  being  well  known  to  be  a  personal 
friend  of  his  client,  Mr.  Aubrey— -whence  it 
might  be  inferred  that  his  great  powers 
would  be  exerted  to  their  utmost^*was  well 
calculated  to  enhance  the  interest,  if  that 
wete  possible,  of  the  occasion  which  had 
brr>ng^t  him  down  at  so  great  an  expense, 
and  to  sustain  so  heavy  a  responsibility  as 
die  conduct  of  a  cause  of  sucji  magnitude. 
He  came  to  lead  against  a  formidable  op- 
ponent. Mr.  SuBTUi  was  the  leader  of  the 
northern  circuit,  a  man  of  matchless  tact 
and  practical  sagacity,  and  most  consum- 
mately skilful  in  the  conduct  of  a  cause.  The 
only  thing  he  ever  looked  at  was  the  verdict, 
to  «ie  gaining  of  which  he  directed  all  his  en- 
ergies, and  sacrificed  every  other  oonsidera- 
tioo«  As  for  display,  he  despised  it.  AtpeecA, 
a^  such,  was ht€  aversion,  lie  entered  into  a 
OiaoJlr*  but  exqaiahely  omfty  eotmnaUen 


with  the  jury;  fof^he  was  so  quick  at  perceirr 
ing  the  effect  of  his  address  on  the  mind  ol 
each  of  the  twelve,  and  dexterous  in  accomr 
modating  himself  to  what  he  detected  to  bs 
the  passing  mood  of  each,  that  they  felt  as  if 
they  were  all  the  while  reasoning  with  and 
being  convinced  by  him.  His  placid,  smin 
ling,  handsome  countenance,  his  gentlemaor 
ly  bearing,  and  insinuating  address,  full  of 
good-natured  cheerful  confidence  in  bi$, 
cause,  were  irresistible.  He  flattered,  h« 
soothed,  he  fascinated  the  jury,  producing 
an  effect  upon  their  minds  which  they  oftaa 
felt  indignant  at  his  opponent  attempting  to< 
efface.  In  fact,  as  a  nut  prius  leader  hm 
was  unrivallel,  as  well  in  stating  as  ia. 
arguing  a  case,  as  well  in  examiningr  aa 
cross-examining  a  witness.  It  required  no 
little  practical  skill  to  form  an  adequate  es- 
timate of  Mr.  Subtle*8  skill  in  the  manage-, 
ment  of  a  cause ;  for  he  did  every  thing  with 
such  asmUing,  careless,  unconcern^  air, 
in  the  great  pinch  and  strain  of  a  case, 
equally  as  in  the  pettiest  details,  that  yoa; 
would  be  apt  to  suspect  that  none  but  the 
easiest  and  most  straightforward  cases  ftU. 
to  his  lot. 

Titmouse,  Titmouse,  methinks  the  fates, 
favoured  you  in  assigning  to  you  Mr.  Subtle ! 

Next  came  Mr.  QincxsiLvca,  a  man  of . 
great  but  wild  energy,  who  received  what. 
may  be  called  a  muffling  retainer.    What  a^ 
contrast  was  he  to  Mr.  Subtle !    The  first 
and  the  last  thing  he  thought  of  in  a  cause,, 
was — himself.    His  delight  was  to  maka. 
the  jury  feel  as  if  a  whirlwind  was  raginff 
about  them,  and  he  the  spirit  who  hai 
raised  it.    His  object  was  either  to  daszle 
or  terrify  them.  He  wrapped  himself  round 
in  tiie  gleaming  garment  of  display;  ths 
gaudy  patch  wonc  of  multifarious  superficial 
acquirements;  this  was  the  strange,  noisy 
object,  flinging  about  wildly,  in  all  direor. 
tions,  the  firebrands  and  arrows  of  sarcasm, 
and  invective,  that  occupied  their  eye  and 
ear  till  he  had  ceased !  neither  he  nor  they 
were  Uiinking  all  the  while  of  his  dismayed 
and  injured  client,  till  reminded  of  him  by 
the  adverse  charge  of  the  judge,  accompa^  . . 
niod  by  a  slight  sneer  and  shrug  of  ths^ 
shoulders  from  Mr.  Subtle.    As  for  law« 
probably  there  was  no  man  in  court,  wear 
mg  wig  and  gown,  who  was  not  his  supe 
rior,  or  at  least  his  equal.    Why,  then,  wan 
such  a  man  retained  in  the  cause  1     *Twaa 
a  fancy  of  Quirk^s,  a  vast  political  admiral 
of  Quicksilver's,  who  had  made  one  or  tw« 
most  splendid  speeches   for  him  in  libsl 
cases  brought  against  the  Sunday  Flatk* 
Gammon  most  earnestly  exDostulated,  but 
Quirk  was  inelion]b\«\  atv^  Woja^^  ^"wtv^ 
his  letwnet  \o  Ht.  QI\s\cV«v\n«-    ^?»wvts«5»^ 
.  however,  mm  iwimkw^X  coi^a^'iA.  Vs  *^» 
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ed;  an  accurate  and  ready  lawyer;  fig^ 
lant  and  acute— but  of  him  I  hare  spabi 
before. 

See,  then,  the  combatants :  for  'HtiiwaN 
-»Mr.  Subtli,  Mr.  Quickbiltkh,  Ml 
Ltnx;  for  Mr.  Aubrey — Mr.  Attouit- 
GcifERAL,  Mr.  Sterlutg,  Mr.  Crtstu. 

The  consultation  of  each  paity  was  laei 
and  anxious. 

About  eivht  oVIock  on  the  Sunday  «?»• 
nin^,  at  Mr.  Sub  tie's  lodginga,  Mtam. 
Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  aecompanid 
by  Mr.  Mortmain,  whom  they  brought  don 
to  watch  the  case,  made  their  appeaias 
shortly  afler  Mr.  Quicksilver  and  Mr.  Ljul 

•*Our  case  seems  complete  fioi9,**83i^ 
Mr.  Subtle,  casting  a  penetrating  and  ami 
significant  glance  at  Messrs.  Quirk  ni 
Ganmion,  and  then  at  his  juniors,  to  whoa, 
before  the  arrival  of  their  clients  and  Ml 
Mortmain,  he  had  been  mentioning  the  » 
sential  link  which,  a  month  hefore,  he  U 
pointed  out  as  misain^^  and  the  manrelkw 
good  fortune  by  which  they  had  ben  lUi 
to  supply  it  at  the  eleventh  hour. 

**That  tombstone^s  a  godsend,  Sobdr, 
isn't  itV  said  Quicksilver,  with  a  giia 
smile.  Lynx  neither  smiled  nor  wpck. 
He  was  a  very  matter-of-fact  persoo.  Se 
as  the  case  came  out  clear  and  nice  ncatk 
he  cared  about  nothing  more.  But  vhit' 
ever  might  be  the  inainaation  or  suspiai 
implied  in  the  observation  of  Mr.  SnUt, 
the  reader  must,  by  this  time,  be  wdlavui 
how  little  it  was  warranted  by  the  factk 

**  1  shall  open  it  very  quietly,**  said  Mt 
Subtle,  putting  into  his  pocket  hb  p» 
knife,  with  which  he  had  neen  paring  ks 
nails,  while  tftt.  Quicksilver  had  been  ttft* 
ing  very  fiist.  "  What  do  yon  think,  Mr. 
Lynx  1  Had  I  better  allude  boldly  to  tb 
conveyance  executed  by  Harry  Dreddliif 
ton,  and  which  becomes  aseless  as  sood  « 
we  prove  his  death  in  his  father's  &i^ 
timel" 

««Ah!  there*s  that  blessed  toaiom 
again,*'  interposed  Quicksilver. 

«*0r,'* — ^resumed  Nfr.  Subtle, — ^^ein^ 
myself  with  barely  making  out  oar  pefr 
gree,  and  let  it  come  from  the  other  nde!* 

<«  I  think,  perhaps,  that  the  latter  voali 
be  the  quieter  and  safer  course,**  r^M 
Lynx. 

**By  the  way,  frentlemen.**  said  fc 
Subtle,suddenly,  addre88in$r  Messrs.  QsiilE* 
Gammon  and  Snap,  «« how  do  vfe  cam  w 
know  any  thing  about  tiie  mortgage  exee» 
ted  by  Harry  Dreddlington  1** 

«« Oh !  thai  you  know,**  replied  QaA 
I  walckly  ^ "  we  first  ffot  scent  of  m  BIr.  — •* 
Mr.  Crystal^  with  all  bis  ianVtsot  maik-\1\«t^\A  \i«»a^  «^t\»snl^^  and  tursed  q^ 
r  and  bearinjgr,  was  an  hoiioivTaYAa,\i\^-\t«^. 
littided  man ;  clear-^ightad mud  slxoii^-^«aii*\    ^W^vaft v^^lfflftft^  wudl^wssBw^^ 


ieflec«itiu,  that  this  wild  elephant  would  be 
in  a  manner  held  in  check  bv  Mr.  Subtle 
hmI  Mr.  Lynx,  who,  he  hoped,  would  pre- 
vsnt  any  serious  mischief  from  happening. 
Lynx  possessed  the  qualities  which  his 
■ame  would  suggest  to  you.  I  have  partly 
dssoribed  him  already.  He  was  a  man  of 
Minute  accuracy;  and  ^got  up'*  every  case 
in  which  he  was  engaged  as  if  his  life  had 
depended  on  the  result.  Nothing  escaped 
him.  He  kept  his  mind  constantly  even 
with  the  current  of  the  cause.  ,  He  was  a 
man  to  aieer  a  leader,  if  ever  that  leader 
should  get,  for  an  instant,  on  the  wrong 
tMk,  or  be  uncertain  as  to  his  course.  His 
snggeetion  and  interference— rare,  indeed, 
with  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Subtle,  incessant 
with  Mr.  Quicksilver,— were  always  worth 
attending  to,  and  consequently  received  with 
d^e^nce. 

^For  Mr.  Aubrey  also  was  retained  a  for- 
midable bar.  Mr.  Attorney-General  was  a 
man  much  superior  in  point  of  intellect  and 
legal  knowleuge,  to  Mr.  Subtle.  His  mind 
was  distinguished  by  its  tranquil  power. 
Hs  had  a  rare  and  invaluable  faculty  of  ar- 
raying before  his  mind*s  eye  all  the  facts 
and  bearing  of  the  most  intricate  ease,  and 
ebntemplatmg  them,  as  it  were,  not  suc- 
esssively,  but  simultaneously.  His  per- 
eeption  was  quick  as  light;  and,  at  the 
saine  time— rare,  most  rare  accomplishment ! 
—his  judgment  sound,  his  memory  signally 
retentive.  Inferior,  possibly,  to  Mr.  Subtle 
in  rapid  and  delicate  appreciation  (^mo- 
mentary advantages,  be  was  sagacious 
where  Mr.  Subtle  was  only  ingenious.  Mr. 
Attorney-General  had  as  much  weight  with 
the  judge  as  Mr.  Subtle  with  the  jury. 
With  the  former,  there  was  a  candour  and 
sbraightforwardness — a  dignified  simplicity 
•«-which  insensibly  won  the  confidence  of 
the  jud^;  who,  on  the  other  hand,  felt 
himself  obliged  to  be  ever  on  his  guard 
against  the  slippery  sophistries  of  Mr.  Sub- 
tle, whom  he  thus  got  to  regard  with  con- 
stant suspicion. 

Ma.  STCRLiifO,  the  second  counsel  for  the 
defendant,  was  a  kinff*s  counsel,  and  a  rival 
of  Mr.  Subtle  upon  the  circuit.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  power;  and  on  important  oc- 
easionSf  no  man  at  the  bar  could  acquit 
himself  with  more  distinction.  As  a  speak- 
er, be  was  eloquent  and  impressive,  per- 
haps deficient  in  vivacity;  but  he  was  a 
man  of  clear  and  powerful  intellect ;  prompt 
in  seizing  the  bearings  of  a  case ;  a  capital 
Wwyer ;  and  possessing,  even  on  the  most 
Hying  occasions,  imperturbable  self-pos- 
fon. 
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||f ,  <*  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  whose  ofii- 
mans  we  have  taken  in  the  case— I  forget 
by  whom— that  from  some  recital,  it  was 
piffobahle  thai  there  existed  such  an  instni- 
aent ;  and  that  put  us  on  making  inquiry.** 

"Nothing  more  likely,"  added  Mort- 
main, ^^  than  that  it,  or  an  abstract,  or  mi- 
nute of  it,  should  get  into  Stephen  Dred- 
dlington's  hands." 

"Ah!  well!  well! — I  must  say  there's 
rather  an  air  of  mystery  about  the  case. 
Bat— about  that  tombstone— what  sort  of 
witnesses  will  speak — " 

♦*Will  that  evidence  be  requisite,"  in- 
^{nired  Lynx,  "  in  the  plaintiflTs  case  1  All 
toe  shall  have  to  do,  will  be  to  prove  the 
Hci  that  Harry  died  without  issne,  of  which 
there's  satisfactory  evidence ;  and  as  to  the 
Hme  of  his  death,  that  will  become  material 
'ealy  if  they  put  in  the  conveyance  of  Harry." 

"True — true;  ah!  I'll  turn  that  over  in 
say  mind.  Rely  upon  it,  V\\  give  Mr.  At- 
torney-General as  little  to  lay  hold  of  as  pos- 
sible. Thank  you,  Mr.  Lynx,  for  the  hint. 
Now,  gentlemen,  one  other  question.  What 
Jdnd  ff  looking  people  are  the  witnesses 
iwrho  prove  the  later  steps  of  the  pedigree  of 
Mr.  Titmouse  1  Respectable  1— Eh  1 — ^You 
know  a  good  deal  will  depend  on  the  credit 
they  may  obtain  with  the  jury." 

"  They're  very  decent, creditable  persons, 
yon  will  find,  sir,"  s  ^id  Gammon. 

*^  Good,  good.  Who  struck  the  special 
jufyl" 

"  We  did,  sir." 

"  Well,  I  must  say  that  was  a  eery  f»ni- 
lient  step  for  you  to  take !  considering  the 
rank  in  life  and  circumstances  of  the respeo- 
4ve  parties !  However,  to  be  sure,  if  ycm 
4idn  t,  they  would — ^so — weii ;  good  night, 
gentlemen,  good  night."  So  the  consulta- 
llon  broke  up ;  and  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon 
tad  Snap  returned  home  to  their  inn,  in  a 
very  serious  and  anxious  mood. 

**  You'  re  a  marvellous  prudent  person, 
Ihf  r.  Quirk,"  said  Gammon,  in  a  somewhat 
(aroe  whisper,  as  they  walked  along, "  I 
^oppose  you  would  have  gone  on  to  explain 
the  little  matter  of  Steggrars,  and  so  have 
kmd  our  briefs  thrown  at  our  heads—" 

««Wel1,  well,  that  was  a  slip."  Here 
bey  reached  their  inn.  Titmouse  was 
Maying  there;  and, in  Messrs.  Quirk, Gam« 
Bion,  and  Snap's  absence,  he  had  got  very 
Arank,  and  was  quarrelling  under  the  aioh- 
«ray  with  Boots;  so  th^y  ordered  him  to 
bed,  they  themselves  sitting  up  till  a  very 
late  hour  in  the  morning. 

The  consultation  at  the  attomey-genersl's 
had  taken  place  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
afiemoon^  within  an  honr  after  his  arrival; 
and  had  been  attended  by  Messre,  Sterling, 
CtMymtaJt  and  Manadeidf^y  Mr,  JBioiiiiligu 


ton,  and  Mr.  Parkinson,  and  by  Mr.  Au- 
brey, whom  the  attorney-general  received 
with  the  most  earnest  expressions  of  syro^ 
pathy  and  friendship;  listening  to  every 

auestion  and  every  observation  of  his  vriui 
\e  utmost  deference. 

"It  would  be  both  idle  and  nnkind  to 
disguise  from  you,  Aubrey,"  said  he,  **that 
our  positii  n  is  somewhat  precBrious.  It  de- 
pends entirely  on  the  chance  we  may  have 
of  breaking  down  the  plaintiff's  case:  for 
we  have  but  a  slender  case  of  our  own.  I 
suppose  they  can  bring  proof  of  the  death  * 
of  Harry  Dreddlington  in  his  father's  life- 
lirae  t" 

"  Oh,  yes,  sir,"  answered  Mr.  Parkinson, 
"  there  is  an  old  tombstone  behind  Yatton 
church  which  establishes  that  fact  beyond 
all  doubt;  and,  a  week  or  two  a^ro,  no  few- 
er  than  five  or  six  persons  have  been  care- 
fully inspecting  it;  doubtless  they  will  be 
called  as  witnesses  to-morrow." 

"  I  feared  as  much.  Then  are  ours  more 
than  watching  briefs.  Depend  upon  it, 
they  would  not  have  carried  on  the  affaii 
with  so  high  a  hand,  if  they  had  not  nrett\ 
firm  ground  under  foot?  Messrs.  Quirlc, 
Gammon,  and  Snap  are  tolerably  well 
known  in  town — not  oMr-scrupulous,  eh, 
Mr.  Runntngton  1" 

"Indeed,  Mr.  Attorney,  you  are  right.  I 
don't  doubt  they  are  prepared  to  go  all 
lengths." 

"  Well,  we'll  sift  their  evidence  pretty 
closely  at  any  rate.  So  you  really  have 
reason  to  fear,  as  you  intimated  when  yon 
entered  the  room,  that  they  have  valid  evi- 
dence of  Stephen  Dreddlington  having  lei* 
issne  1'* 

"  Mr.  Snap  told  me,"  said  Mr.  Parkin- 
son, "  this  morning,  that  they  would  prove 
issue  of  Stephen  Dreddlington,  and  issue  of* 
that  issue,  as  clean  as  a  whistle^that  vras 
his  phrase." 

"  We  mnsn't  take  all  for  gospel  that  he 
would  say." 

"They've  got  two  houses  filled  with 
witnesses,  I  understand,"  said  Mr.  Run- 
nington. 

"Do  they  seem  Yorkshire  people,  or 
strangers!" 

"  Why,  most  of  them  that  I  have  seen,** 
replied  rarkinson,  "  seem  strangers." 

"  Ah,  they  will  prove,  I  suppose,  the  la- 
ter steps  or  the  pedigree,  when  Stephen 
Dreddlington  married  at  a  distance  from 
his  native  country." 

They  then  entered  into  a  very  full  and  mi- 
nnte  examination  of  the  ease ;  aAer  which 
—"Well,"  said  the  attorney-general, evi. 
dently  fatigued  with  his  loiv^  \o^TTi^:^^VBA 
rising  from  ^ia  c^Ymu^  ^^  "Wfi  twoftX  \x>a»x  >*. 
what  iwii\  lata  u^  ui  ^^  <iVvfii>«  ^'^ 
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ients  to-morrow.  I  shall  be  expected  to 
dine  with  the  bar  to-day/*  he  added,  *'  but 
immediately  after  dinner,  say  at  seven 
o'clock,  I  shall  be  here,  and  at  your  service, 
if  any  thing  should  be  required."  Then 
the  consultation  broke  up.  Mr.  Aubrey  had, 
at  their  earnest  entreaty,  brought  Mrs.  Au- 
brey and  Kate  from  Yatton,  on  Saturday ; 
for  they  declared  themselves  unable  to  bear 
the  dreadful  suspense  in  which  they  should 
he  left  at  Yatton.  Yielding,  therefore,  to 
these  their  very  reasonable  wishes,  he  had 
'  engaged  private  lodgings  at  the  outskirts 
of  the  town.  On  quitting  the  consultation, 
which,  without  at  the  same  time'  afiectine 
orer-strictness,  he  had  regr.'tted  being  fixed 
on  Sunday — ^but  the  necessity  of  the  case 
Appeared  to  warrant  it — he  repaired  to  the 
magnificent  Minster,where  the  evening  pray- 
ers were  being read,and  where  were  Mrs.  Au- 
brey and  Kate.  They  were  chanting  the  pray- 
ers as  he  entered,  and  was  placed  in  a  stall 
nearly  opposite  to  where  those  whom  beloved 
so  fondly  were  standing.  The  psalms  allotted 
for  th.'}  evening  were  those  in  which  the 
royal*  sulTerer,  David,  was  pourinv  forth  the 
deepest  sorrows  of  his  heart ;  and  their  ap- 
propriateness to  his  own  state  of  mind,  added 
to  the  effect  produced  by  the  melting  melo- 
dy in  which  they  were  conveyed  to  his 
ears,  excited  in  him,  and  he  perceived,  also, 
in  tho9e  opposite,  the  deepest  emotion. 
The  glorious  pile  was  beginning  to  grow 
dusky  with  the  stealing  shadows  ofeveninor; 
and  the  solemn  and  sublime  strains  of  the 
organ,  during;  the  playing  of  the  anthem, 
filled  the  minds  ot  all  present,  who  had 
any  pretensions  to  sensibility,  with  mingled 
feelings  of  tenderness  and  awe.  Those  in 
whom  we  are  so  deeply  interested,  felt 
their  minds  at  once  subdued  and  elevated : 
*and,  as  they  quitted  the  darkening  fabric 
through  which  the  pealing  tones  of  the  or- 
gan were  yet  reverberating,  they  could  not 
help  inquiring.  Should  they  ever  enter  it 
again,  and  in  what  altered  circumstances 
misrht  it  be  1 

To  return,  however— though  it  is,  indeed, 
like  descending  from  the  holy  mountain 
4nto  the  hustle  and  hubbub  of  the  city  at  its 
foot— ;Mr.  Parkinson,  bRing  most  unexpect- 
edly and  unfortunately  summoned  to  Grils- 
ton  that  afternoon,  in  order  to  send  up  some 
deeds  of  one  of  his  distingfuished  clients  to 
Lopdon,  for  the  purpose  of  immediately 
•ffeciing  a  mortgage,  set  off  in  a  post- 
chais"?,  at  top  speed,  in  a  very  unenviable 
fram'^  of  mind  ;  and  by  seven  o'clock  was 
seated  in  his  office  at  Grilston,  busily  tnm- 
jnjfT  over  a  great  number  of  d'>eds  and  pa- 
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aver  almost  every  t^ing  inside,  «nd  foal 
all  that  he  wanted,  he  was  gmng  to  m 
back  again  all  the  deeds  which  wers  M 
requisite  for  his  immediate  purpose,  whs 
he  happened  to  see  one  lying  at  tlieisi 
bottom,  which  he  had  not  before  obsemi 
It  was  not  a  large,  but  an  old  deed — aadhi 
took  it  up  and  hastily  examined  it. 

We  have  seen  a  piece  of  unexpected  fod 
fortune  on  the  part  of  Gammon  ,and  bi 
client;  and  the  reader  will  not  be  dio^ 
pointed  at  finding  somethingr  of  a  nok 
kind  befalling  ftfr.  Aubrey,  even  at  Ih 
eleventh  hour.  Mr.  Parkinson's 'joonn, 
which  he  had  execrated  a  hundred  tsH 
over,  as  he  came  down,  produced  a  di» 
very  which  made  him  tremble  all  vm 
with  agitation  and  excitement,  and  bcfii 
to  look  upon  it  as  almost  owing  to  an  ifll» 
ference  of  Providence.  The  de^  he  locU 
at  bore  an  endorsement  of  the  named 
**  Dreddlins:tonJ*'*  After  a  hasty  ^am 
over  its  contents,  he  tried  to  recoll«l  ^\'^ 
what  accident  a  document  belonging  ^  ^  I  It 
Aubrey,  could  have  found  its  way  into  A I  ^ 
box  containing  Lord  Yelyerton'sdeedsja/I  .. 
it  at  length  occurred  to  him  that  aln^il  j^ 
twelvemonth  before,  Mr.  Aubrey  h;ftf  ji^  IV* 
posed  advancing  several  thousand  poai  I  u^ 
to  Lord  Yelverton,  on  mortgage  of  a  p*ii  I  y' 
of  his  lordship's  property— Jut  which  ^  I  ^^ 
tiation  had  auerwaras  been  broken  of\m  I  ^^ 
Mr.  Aubrey's  title-deeds  happened  toSeil  r~^S 
ther  same  time  open  and  loose  in  hisoffie^  ■  ^'^^' 
and  he  recollected  having  eonsidentt 
trouble  in  separating  the  respectire  dser 
ments  which  had  got  mixed  together.  Itt 
one,  after  all,  had  been  by  some  acciM 
overlooked,  till  it  turned  up  in  this  wi 
timely  and  extraordinary  manner!  Hifif 
hastily  effected  the  object  which  had  broi^ 
him  back  to  Grilston,  he  ordered  a  |»* 
chaise  and  four,  and  within  a  quaitera* 
hour  was  thundering  back,  at  top  «p«i.* 
his  way  to  York,  which,  the  horses  r«ki< 
and  foaming,  he  reached  a  little  after  li 
o'clock.  He  jumped  out  with  the  preo^ 
deed  in  his  pocket,  the  instant  tbathi 
chaise  door  was  opened,  and  ran  off,  *ij» 
out  saying  more  than — ^•*  I'm  gone  to  •» 
attomey-generars."  This  was  heard  if 
many  passers-by  and  persons  standi^ 
round ;  and  it  spread  far  and  wide  JJ 
something  of  the  utmost  importaneefcs 
transpired,  with  reference  to  the  ijrreatqJ* 
ment  cause  of  Mr.  Aubrey.  Soon  alw 
wards,  messengers  and  clerks,  belonfiaf* 
Mr.  Runnington  and  Mr.  Parkinson,  ff 
to  be  seen  running  to  and  fro,  samnwuij 
Mr.  Sterling,  Mr.  Crystal,  Mr.  Ma«««* 
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\  and  ^"W>  Kt.  Aubrey,  to  a  second  cobw^ 
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lad  ocMitioned  all  this  excitement 
calculated  indeed  to  produce  that 
ind  it  filled  the  minds  of  all  present 
»ni$hment  and  delight  In  a  word, 
deed  of  confirmation  by  old  Dred- 
i,  the  father  of  Hafry  Dreddlington, 
onveyance  by  the  latter  to  Geoffrey 
ngton,  who,  in  the  manner  already 
ed  to  the  reader,  had  ^t  an  assign- 
that  conTeyance  to  himself.  After 
Tiey-general  had  satisfied  himself  as 
Bcount  to  be  given  of  the  deed — the 
from  whence  it  came,  namely,  the 
'  for  the  defendant;  Mr.  Parkinson 
king  to  swear,  without  any  hesita- 
It  whatever  deeds  of  Mr.  Aubrey's 
issed,  he  had  taken  from  the  muni- 
om  at  Yatton,  the  second  consulta- 
ke  up.  Mr.  Aubrey,  on  hearing  the 
nd  effect  of  the  instrument  explain- 
le  attorney-general,  and  Mr.  Mans- 
d  all  his  counsel,  in  short,  concur- 
opinion  as  to  the  triumphant  effect 
lis  instrument  would  produce  on  the 
,  may  be  pardoned  for  regarding  it, 
ccitement  of  the  moment,  as  almost 
interference  of  Providence. 
V  moments  before  nine  o'clock  on 
ling  morning,  the  occasional  shrill 
r  me  trumpets  announced  that  the 
were  on  their  way  to  the  castle,  the 
hes  to  which  were  crowded  with 
s  and  pedestrians  of  a  highly  re- 
le  appearance.  As  the  castle  clock 
striking  nine.  Lord  Widdrington 
I  seat,  and  the  swearing  of  the  spe- 
ry  commenced.  The  court  was 
I  almost  to  suffocation;  all  the  chief 
teing  filled  with  persons  of  distinc- 
the  county.  The  benches  on  each 
the  judge  were  occupied  by  ladies, 
specially  the  Countess  of  Oldacre 
Q  Lady  De  la  Zouch — evinced  a 
degree  of  anxiety  and  excitement  in 
mntenances  and  demeanour.  The 
mustered  in  great  force ;  the  crown 
ing  quite  deserted,  although  a  great 
case  was  going  on  there.  The  civil 
as,  on  the  present  occasion,  the  point 
ction,  not  only  on  account  of  the  in- 
pr  nature  of  the  case  to  be  tried,  but 
keen  contest  that  was  expected  be- 
he  attorney-general  and  Mr.  Subtle, 
brmer,  as  he  entered— -his  command- 
lures  gazed  at  by  many  an  anxious 
h  hope,  and  a  feeling  that  on  his 
id  learning  depended  that  day  the 
tion  of  the  Yatton  property — bowed 
udge,  and  then  nodded  and  shook 
vith  several  of  the  counsel  nearest 
len  he  sat  down,  and  opening  his 
ok  out  his  huge  brief,  and  began 
over  its  leaves  with  a  calm  and  at- 


tentive air,  occasionally  turning  round  aa^. 
conversing  with  his  juniors.     Every  owt 
present  observed  that  the  defendant's  coun 
sel  and  attorneys  wore  the  confident  lookf 
of  winning  men;   while  their  opponents; 
quick-sighted  enough,  also  observeu  the  cir 
cumstance,  and  looked,  on  that    accoun^ 
alone,  a  shade  more  anxious  than  wher 
they  had  entered  the  court.     Mr.  Subtle  re 
quested  Mr.  Gammon,  whose  ability  he  had 
soon  detected,  to  sit  immediately  beneath 
him;   next  to  Gammon    sat  Quirk,  then 
Snap,  and  beside  him,  Mr.  Titmouse,  with 
a  staring  sky-blue  flowered  silk  handker^ 
chief  round  his  neck,  a  gaudy  waistcoat,  a 
tight  surtout,  and  white  kid  gloves.     He 
looked  exceedingly  pale,  and  dared  hardly 
interchange  a  word,  even  with  Snap,  who 
was  just  as  irritable  and  excited  as  his  se- 
nior partners.    It  was  quickly  known  all 
over  the  court  who  Titmouse  was.  Mr.  Au- 
brey scarcely  showed  himself  in  court  all 
day,  though  he  stood  at  the  door  near  the 
bench,  and  could  hear  all  that  passed ;  Lord 
De  la  Zouch  and  one  or  two  other  personal 
friends  standing  with  him,  engaged,  from 
time  to  time,  in  anxious  conversation.   The 
jury  having  been  sworn,-  Mr.  L^^nx  ro«e. 
and  in  a  few  hurried  sentences,  intimated 
the  nature  of  the  pleadings  in  the  cause.— 
The  attorney-general  then  rose,  and  request- 
ed that  all  the  witnesses  mi^ht  leave  the 
court.    As  soon  as  the  little  disturbance  oc- 
casioned by  this  move  had  ceased,  Mr.  Sub- 
tle rose,  and  in  a  low  but  distinct  tone,  said. 
"  May  it  please  your  lordship-^genilemen 
of  tlie  jury— in  this  cause  I  have  the  honour 
to  appear  before  you  as  counsel  for  the  plain-, 
tiff;  and  it  now  becomes  my  duty  to  state, 
as  briefly  as  T  can,  the  nature  of  his  case. 
It  is  impossible,  gentlemen,  not  to  notice, 
the  unusual  interest  excited  by  the  cause ; 
and  which  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
very  large  estates  in  this  county  which  are 
sought  this  day  to  be  transferred  to  a  com^;^ 
parative  stranger  from  the  family  who  have, 
long  enjoyed  Uiem,  and  of  whom  I  am  anx- 
ious to  say  every  thing  respectful ;  for  you 
will  'very  soon  find  that  the  name  on  the. 
record  is  that  of  only  the  nominal  defendant; 
and  although  all  that  is  prrfessed  to  be  thia. 
day  sought  for,  is  a  very  trifling  portion  of. 
the  property,  your  verdict  will  undr  ubtedly 
decide  the  question  as  to  the  true  ownership, 
and  enjoyment  of  the  large  estates  now  held 
by  the  gentleman  who  is  the  substantial  de- 
fendant— I  mean  Mr.  Aobrey,  the  member 
of  parliament  for  the  boroujrh  cf  Yatton.** 
Aware  of  the  watchful  and  formidabfc  op» 
ponent  who  would  in  due  time  answer  him, 
and  also  of  being  himself  entitled  to  tVve  ^g^ 
neral  Tep\y — ^to  lYve  VasX^wox^— >\^»^>^"^% 
proceeded  to  aUla  x!^e  i»>iiw  o^  ^^  ^^>»^ 
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tilPii  case  wiUi  the  utmost  brevity  and 
clearness.  Scarcely  any  sound  was  heard 
but  that  of  the  pens  of  the  short-hand  wri- 
fers,  and  of  the  counsel  taking  their  notes. 
Mr.  Subtle,  having  handed  up  two  or  three 
copies  of  the  pedigree  which  he  held  in  his 
hand  to  the  judge  and  jury,  pointed  out  with 
distinctness  and  precision  every  link  in  the 
chain  of  evidence  which  he  intended  to  lay 
before  the  jury;  and  having  done  this — hav- 
ing presented  as  few  salient  points  of  attack 
to  his  opponent  as  he  possibly  could — he 
sat  down,  professing  his  entire  ignorance  of 
what  case  could  be  set  up  in  answer  to  that 
which  he  had  opened.  He  had  not  been  on 
his  legs  quite  half  an  hour ;  and  when  he 
ceased — how  he  had  disappointed  every  one 
present,  except  the  jud^e  and  the  bar !  In- 
stead of  a  speech  befitting  so  great  an  occa- 
fion — impressive  and  eloquent — here  had 
been  a  brief,  dry  statement  of  a  few  uninte- 
resting facts — dates,  births,  df^aths,  mar- 
riages— without  a  single  touch  of  feeling  or 
ray  of  eloquence.  The  momentary  feeling 
of  disappointment  in  the  audience,  however 
—almost  all  of  whom,  it  may  easily  be  be- 
lieved, were  in  the  interests  of  the  Aubreys — 
quickly  yielded  to  one  of  satisfaction  and 
relief;  as  they  thought  they  mi^ht  regard 
80  meager  a  speech  as  heralding  in  as  mea- 
ffer  a  case.  As  soon  as  he  had  sat  down, 
Mr.  Quicksilver  rose  and  called  the  first 
witness.  "  We're  safe  !'*  whispered  the  at- 
tomey-generil  to  Mr.  Sterling  and  Mr.  Crys- 
tal; and  the  witness  havin?  been  sworn,  they 
resumed  their  seats  and  Uieir  writini^.  H!e 
and  the  subsequent  one  established  one  or 
two  preliminary  and  formal  points — ^the  at- 
torney-general scarcely  rising  to  put  a  ques- 
don  to  them.  The  third  witness  was  exa- 
mined by  Mr.  Subtle  with  apparent  uncon- 
cern, but  really  with  exquisite  anxiety. — 
From  the  earnestness  and  attention  with 
which  the  words  of  the  witness  were  watch- 
ed and  taken  down  by  both  the  judge  and 
the  counsel,  who  knew  much  better  than  the 
audience  where  the  strain  of  the  case  com- 
menced, it  must  have  appeared  to  the  latter, 
that  either  Mr.  Subtle  under-estimated,  or 
his  opponents  over-estimated,  the  value  of 
the  evidence  now  in  process  of  being  ex- 
tracted by  Mr.  Subtle,  in  short,  easy,  point- 
ed questions,  and  with  a  smiling  counte- 
nance. 

*»  Not  so  fast,  sir,**  gruffly  interposed  Lord 
Widdrington,  addressing  the  witness. 

•»  Take  time,  Mr.  Jones,"  said  Mr.  Subtle, 

tfiandly,  fearful  of  ruffling  or  discomposing 

an  important  witness.    The  attorney-gene- 

«/ rose  to  cross  examine;  he  pressed  him 

quietly  but  closely ;  varied  the  s\\a\»e  ot  \v\» 

queationa;  now  he  soothed,  then  \\efta.\toTeA: 


impression.  Thus  it  was  with  one  ortvi 
succeeding  witnesses ;  the  attorpey-genenl 
on  each  occasion,  resiiiuing  hi«  seat  afii 
his  abortive  efforts,  with  perfect  compcso^ 
At  length,  howerer,  by  a  very  admiraUi 
and  well-sustained  fire  of  cross-questiooii^ 
he  completely  demolished  a  materitl  wA> 
ness;  and  the  hopes  of  all  interested  ink 
half  of  his  clients  rose  high.  Mr.  SablH 
who  had  been  all  the  while  paring  hiiBsi, 
and  from  time  to  time  smiling  with  acaipki 
air,  (though  you  might  as  safely  have  tocek 
ed  a  tigress  suckling  her  cubs,  as  attempt 
at  that  moment  to  disturb  Mr.  Subtle,  so  ik 
sorbed  was  he  with  intense  anxiety,)  )a» 
ing  that  he  could  establish  the  same  ha 
by  another,  and,  as  he  believed,  a  beoi 
witness,  did  not  re-examine ;  but  cailiB| 
that  other,  with  an  air  of  nonchalance, » 
ceeded  in  extracting  from  him  all  that  k 
other  had  failed  in,  and  in  baffling  all  k 
attempts  of  the  attomey-g-eneral  to  afTectki 
credit  or  disturb  his  equanimity.  At  leogli 
another  witness  being  in  the  box — 

*'My  lord,  I  object  to  that  question,'' «l 
Mr.  Attorney-General ,  as  Mr.  Subtle,  vak 
many  indifllerent  and  apparently  irreleyirt 
questions,  quietly  slipped  in  one  of  the  gn* 
est  possible  importance,  had  it  been  aofvt 
ed  as  he  desired.  *Twaa  quite  deligfatiidi 
see  the  attomey-^neral  and  his  experieaBei 
and  watchful  juniors,  all  rise  at  one  audi 
same  instant,  showing  how  vain  were  U 
tricks  and  ingenuity  of  their  sly  oppoool 
Mr.  Attorney-General  stated  h>s  objedis 
briefly  and  pointedly;  Mr.  Subtle  aoswaii 
him,  followed  by  Quicksilver  and  Ljac 
and  then  Mr.  Attorney-General  replied  fi4 
great  force  and  clearness.  This  keeo* 
counter  of  their  wits  over—r- 

*'  I  shall  allow  the  question  to  be  piC 
said  Lord  Widdrington,  after  a  paa»- 
**but  I  have  great  doubts  as  to  its  pcDprid)^ 
I  will,  therefore,  take  a  note  of  Mr.  AaoDif» 
General's  objection.'* 

Four  or  five  similar  conflicts  arose  deal 
the  course  of  the  plaintiff's  case;^«i 
concerning  the  competency  of  a  witneai-' 
then  as  to  the  admissibility  of  a  docnna^ 
or  the  propriety  of  a  particular  qurstiof^ 
On  each  of  these  occasions  there  were  # 
played  on  both  sides  consummate  \iapd 
skill  and  acuteness,  eispecially  by  A^  JfiP 
leaders.  Distinctions  the  most  delidl 
were  suggested  with  suddenness,  m4  P 
promptly  encountered ;  the  most  artful  it 
noeuvres  to  secure  dangerous  admisiai 
resorted  to,  and  baffled ;  the  more  recfuft 
principles  of  evidence  brouorht  to  bear«ii 
admirable  readiness  on  both  sides.  T^ki 


Aw\>3t\  ^«vtv>Tw\>\\x«d  indeed,  the  prac?irf 
vuvsiionSf  now  ne  soomeu,  men  ue.  wavibtcsi'^V  ^t\%XTK>ATi^>  ^w^  ^'^^:^\iK  \«^J^^^«^<^  hm  ■ 
w  93tt  down,  evidently  having  produced  iio\  vJKddra^^tu  ^v.\n!o^ivciva\«;^>5R^^^ 
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fwampdj^  to  die  sstisfaetbn  of  both  partiM ; 
Ml  othere  he  hesitated,  and  al  length  re- 
■eired  them.  Though  none  but  the  more 
Bxpeiieneed  and  able  members  of  the  bar 
could  in  the  least  degree  enter  into  and  ap- 
preciate the  nature  of  these  oonflicta,  they 
were  watched  with  untiring  attentioii  and 
eagerness  by  all  present— both  ladies  and 
gentlemen — ^by  the  lowly  and  the  distiiH 
niished.  And  though  the  intensity  of  the 
belings  of  all  was  manifest  by  a  mere 
jrlimpse  round  the  court,  yet  any  momenta- 
y  display  of  eccentricity  on  the  part  of  a 
vitnees,  or  petulance  or  repartee  on  the  part 
»f  counsel,  would  occasion  a  momentary  mer- 
inftent  that  really  senred  only  as  a  wii  of 
tU^  to  the  strained  feelings,  or  instantly 
Itsappeared.  The  tombstone  part  of  the 
mse  was  got  through  easily;  aearoe  any 
ttampt  being  made  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Au- 
*iej*8  counsel,  to  resist  or  interfere  #ith  it 
lot  the  great--the  hottest  part  of  the  light— 
oourred  on  that  point  or  the  case,  where 
^tflsouso's  descent  from  Stephen  Dred- 
iliagton  was  sought  to  be  established.— 
rhis  gentleman,  who  had  been  a  very  wild 
«non,  whose  mo?ement8  were  Tory  diffi- 
«lt  to  be  traced  or  accounted  for,  had  ei»- 
ored  the  nary,  and  ultimately  died  at  sea, 
m  had  always  been  imagined,  single  and 
thildless.  tt  wu»  proved,  howeyer,  that  so 
ar  from  such  being  the  case,  he  had  married 
I  person  at  Portsmouth,  of  inferior  station ; 
ind  that  by  her  he  had  a  daughter,  only  two 
fears  before  his  death,  which  happened  at 
lea,  as  has  been  stated.  Both  mother  and 
laughter,  after  undergoing  mat  privation, 
wd  no  notice  being  taken  of  the  mother  by 
Kay  of  her  late  husband's  family,  removed 
lo  the  house  of  an  humble  and  distant  rela- 
Kve,  in  Cumberiand,  and  afterwards  died, 
leaving  her  daughter  only  fifteen  years  old. 
When  she  grew  up,  she  lived  in  some  me- 
lial  capacity  at  Cumberland,  and  ultimately 
Harried  one  "Gabriel  Tittlebat  Titmouse, 
rho,  after  livin?  for  some  years  a  oord- 
rainer  at  Whitehaven,  found  his  way  to 
Irilaton,  in  Yorkshire,  in  the  neijghbour- 
ood  of  which  town  he  had  lived  (or  some 
ears,  in  very  humble  circumstances.— 
"here  he  had  married ;  and  about  two  years 
flei  wards  his  wife  died,  leaving  a  son 
•oar  friend  Tittlebat  Titmouse.  Both  of 
tern  after%vard9  came  to  London;  where,  in 
pur  or  five  years  time,  the  fiither  died,  leay- 
1^  the  little  Titmouse  to  flutter  and  hop 
boat  in  the  wide  world  as  best  he  could. 
■he  little  docnraentary  evidence  of  which 
lammon,  at  his  first  interview  with  Tit^ 
BKTUse,  found  him  possessed,  proved  at  the 
tinlf  as  Gammon  had  foreseen*  of  essential 
tnportance.  The  evidence  in  Support  of  this 
mrt  cf  the  case,  and  which  took  till  two 


o'clock  on  the  ensninff  aftefuoon  to  get 
through,  was  subjected  to  a  most  deter> 
mined  and  skilful  opposition  by  the  attor- 
ney-general, but  in  vain.  The  case  had 
been  got  up  with  the  utmost  car^  nodf-r  the 
excelleDt  management  of  Lynx ;  and  Mr. 
Subtle's  consummate  tactand  ability  Lrouflrht 
it  at  length  fully  and  distinctly  out  be&a 
the  jury. 

*'  That,  my  lord,"  said  he,  as  he  sat  down,  ' 
after  re-examining  his  last  witness,  **  is  the 
case  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff."  On  this 
the  judge  and  jury  withdrew,  for  a  short 
time,  to  obtain  refreshments.  During  their 
absence,  the  attorney-general,  Mr.  Sterling, 
Mr.  Crystal,  and  Mr.  Mansfield,  might  have 
been  seen,  with  their  heads  all  laid  dose 
together,  engaged  in  anxious  consultation— 
a  group  gazed  at  by  the  eager  eyes  of  manj 
a  spectator  whose  beating  heart  wished  their 
cause  God'  speed.  The  attorney-general 
then  withdrew  for  a  few  moments,  also  to 
seek  refreshments;  and  returning  at  the 
same  time  with  the  judge,  after  a  moment*8 
pause,  rose  and  gpened  the  defendant's  case. 
His  manner  was  calm  and  impressive ;  his 
person  was  dignified;  and  his  clear,  distinct 
yoice  fell  on  the  listening  ear  like  the  sound 
of  silver.  After  an  exceedingly  graceful 
and  simple  allusion  to  the  distinoruished 
character  of  his  friend  and  client,  Mr.  Au« 
brey,  to  whose  eminent  position  in  the  House 
of  Commons  he  Bore  his  personal  testimony, 
and  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  now  at 
stake,  he  proceeded—"  On  every  account, 
therefore,  I  feel  sensible,  gentlemen,  to  an 
unusual  and  most  painful  extent,  of  the  very 
great  responsibility  now  resting  upon  my 
learned  friends  and  myself;  lest  any  mis- 
carriage of  mine  should  prejudice  in  any 
degree  the  important  interests  committed  to 
us,  or  impair  the  strength  of  the  case  which 
I  am  about  to  submit  to  jou  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Aubrey;  a  case  which,  I  assure  you, 
unless  some  extraordinary  mischance  should 
befall  us,  will  I  believe  annihilate  that 
which,  with  so  much  pains  and  ability,  has 
just  been  laid  before  you  by  my  learned 
friend  Mr.  Subtle,  and  establish  the  defen^ 
dant  ih  the  safe  possession  of  that  large  pro- 
perty which  Is  the  Subject  of  the  present 
most  unexpected  litigation.  But,  gentle- 
men, before  proceeding  so  fa*  as  that,  it  Is 
fitting  that  I  should  call  your  attention  to 
the  nature  of  tlie  case  set  up  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff,  and  the  sort  of  evidence  by 
which  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  supported; 
and  I  am  very  Sanguine  of  success,  in  show^ 
ing  you  that  the  plaintiff's  witnesses  are 
not  entitled  to  the  credit  to  which  they  lay 
claim;  and,  conaecyvieivVW^VWv  >\\«;\^  >ss  \iS> 
such  case  made  i>u\  {qx  \m^  ^e^e.\\\'^vv\.  Vi  -^w- 
swer."    lie  then  wk\«t«i  \iAo  ^  xv^xwas 
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do  yon  think  oT  thist  Tell  me— Infei 
words.'*  Mortimdii^  his  eye  glued  loAif 
face  of  the  aKorney-goneral  the  while,  m» 
tered  hastily  somethingr  about— operKn^ 
as  a  new  grant-^-^OB  a  new  eonveyanet. 

**  Pshaw !  I  mean  whales  the  ansiar  to 
it t'*  mattered  Mr.  Subtle,  impatientlj;  H 
his  countenance  preserred  its  expresskntf 
smiling  nonchalance. 

.  **  YoqII  ohlive  me,  Mr.  Moftmain,"  li 
by  and  by  whispered,  in  a  quiet  bat  p^ 


-^■w    out 
^»^mi 
w^ 


analTiiis  of  the  pkintilT^s  oTidence,  con- 
trasting each  conflicting  portion  with  the 
other,  with  singular  force  and  cogency ;  ^nd 
eommenting  with  powerful  severity  npon 
the  demeanour  and  character  of  many  of  the 
witnesses.  On  proceeding,  at  length,  to 
open  the  case  of  the  defendant — **  And  here, 
ffentlemen,^'  said  he,  '*!  am  reminded  of 
Sie  observation  with  which  my  learned 
iiriend  concluded — that  he  was  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  case  which  I  meant  to  set 

up  in  answer  to  that  which  he  had  opened  [^remptory  tone,    **by  giving  your  utntf 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff.    Gentlemen,  it  '  ' 

would  hnve  been  curious,  indeed,  had  it 
been  otherwise — had  my  friend's  penetra-i 
ting  eye  been  able  to  inspect  the  contents 
of  our  strong-box — and  so  become  acquaint- 
ed with  the  evidence  on  which  my  client 
rests  his  title  to  the  property.  He  has; 
however,  succeeded  in  entitling  himself  to 
information  on  that  point;  and  he  shall  have 
it — and  to  his  heart's  content."  Here  Mr. 
Subtle  cast  a  glance  of  smiling  incredulity 
towards  the  juiy,  and  defiance  towards  the 
attorney-general :  he  took  his  pen  into  his 
hand,  however,  and  his  juniors  looked  yery 
anxious.  *^  Gentlemen,  I  will  now  concede 
to  him  every  inch  of  the  case,  which  he  has 
been  endeavouring  to  make  out;  that  he  has 
comoletely  established  his  pedigree.  Mind, 
gentlemen,  I  concede  this  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  ease  which  I  am  about  to  lay 
before  you."  He  then  mentioned  the  con- 
veyance by  Harry  Dreddlington  of  all  his 

interests 

"  You  forget  that  he  died  in  his  father's 
lifetime,  Mr.  Attorney-General,"  interposed 
Mr.  Subtle,  with  a  placid  smile,  and  the 
air  of  a  man  who  is  suddenly  relieved  from 
a  vast  pressure  of  anxkty. 

**  Not  a  bit  of  it,  gentlemen,  not  a  bit  of  it 
— 'tis  a  part  of  my  case.  My  learned  friend 

is  quite  right;  Harry  Dreddlington  did  die 

in  his  father's  lifetime : — ^but — ^"   Here  Mr. 

Subtle  gazed  at  the  attorney-general  with 

nnafiected  curiosity ;  and,  when  the  latter 

came  to  mention  *^  the  deed  cf  confirmation 

by  the  father  of  Harry  Dreddlington,"  an 

acute  observer  might  have  observed  a  slight 

change  of  colour  in  Mr.  Subtle.  Mr.  Quick- 
silver went  on  writing — for  he  was  entirely 

out  of  his  depth,  and  therefore   occupied 

'^imself  with  thinking  over  an  article  he 
writing  for  some  political  review.   Mr. 

Lynx  looked  at  the  attorney-general  as  if 

he  expected  every  instant  to  receive  a  mus- 

ket^ball  in  his  breast. 

"  What, » confirm^  a  nullity  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  1"  interrupted  Mr.  Subtle,  laying 

down  his  pen,  with  a  smile  of  derision ;  but 


attention  to  the  question  as  to  ihet^etid 
this  deed — so  that  I  may  shape  my  ckj/tt 
tion  to  it  properly  when  it  is  tenderHlb 
evidence.  If  it  realty  have  the  effect  ttB^ 
bated  to  it,  and  which  I  sospeet  is  the  oa 
we  ra^y  as  well  shut  ^p  cor  bridi.  I 
ikoagkt  there  must  be  something  or  ptberii 
-the  back-ground." 

Gammon  saw  the  real  state  of  Mr.  $1^ 
tie's  mind,  and  his  c^eek  turned  palcta 
he  preserved  a  smile  on  his  coaBteDa]Me,s 
he  s^t  with  his  aims  folded.  Quirk  «^ 
him  with  undisguised  agitation,  scam  ^ 
rin^  to  look  np  at  Mr.  Subtle.  Titmusa 
seeing  a  little  dismay  in  his  camp,  tmrf 
very  white  and  cold,  and  sat  still,  M* 
danng  to  briKBthe.  Snap  looked  like  a  12^ 
rier  going  to  have  his  teeth  pulled  ost  k 
length  the  attorney-general,  alter  stdif 
that,  in  addition  to  the  case  which  he  U 
intimated,  as  resting  mainly  on  the  dni^ 
confirmation,  he  should  proceed  toproft.ii 
pedigree  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  sat  down,  harif 
spoken  about  two  hours  and  a  ha1f^etfR» 
ing  his  conviction  that  when  the  defendait'i 
evidence  should  have  been  elosed,  thejci^ 
under  hi^  lordship's  direction,  would  RWi 
a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  and  vitkos 
leaving  the  jury-box,  where,  by  their  l«f 
and  patient  attention,  they  had  so  boBeoi: 
bly  aipquitted.  themselves  of  the  ifiip«tM( 
duty-  imposed  upotf  them  b]^  the  coortil^- 
tion. 

*•  James  Parkinson  !**  exclaimed  Mr.  Sl»9 
ling,  quietly  but  distinctly,  as  the  att0ni9<^ 
general  sat  down.  **  Do  you  prodQoe,"ii^ 
quired  Mr.  Sterling,  as  soon  as  the  wiM 
hadi>een  sworn,  *'a  oonreyanoe,  s]k*4J 
ing  that  by  Harry  Dreddlington  to  lUi* 
Aaron,"  &c.  It  was  proved  and  pit% 
without  much  opposition.  So  also  ^ 
another — ^the  assignment  from  MoistAip 
to  Geoffrey  Dreddlington. 

**Do  you  also  produqp  a  deed  bec««* 
Harry  Dreddlington  the  elder  and  Genfif 
Dreddlington  1"  and  he  mentioned  the^ 
and  names  of  all  the  parties.  Mr.  Pukis 
son  handed  in  the  important  document. 


a 

1 
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a  moment  or  two  afYerwards,  "Mt.Moit-l     "Stay,  stay;  wher^  did  you  get  ill 
ina/fl/'  said  he,  in  a  hasty  whiapei^  ^^\«Vax\^wA>>fc.'^«&\tawA:^  v&sN^usod  Mr.Sifc* 
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^F^rom  mr  office  at  Giiltton,  where  I 
keep  many  of  Mr.  Aubrey's  title-deeds.*' 

**  When  did  yoii  bring  it  hither  V 

**  About  ten  o'clock  last  night,  for  the 
purpose  of  this  trial." 

*^  How  long  has  it  been  at  your  office  1" 

**  Ever  since  I  fetched  it,  a  year  or  two 
ago,  with  other  deeds,  from  the  muniment- 
loom  at  Yatton  Hall." 

^*How  long  have  you  been  solicitor  to 
:  Mr.  Aubrey  V^ 

*^  For  these  ten  years ;  and  my  father  was 
.tolicitor  to  his  father  for  twenty-five  years." 

**  Will  you  swear  that  this  deed  was  at 
your  office  before  the  proceedings  in  this 
action  were  brought  to  your  notice  ?" 

**  I  have  not  ue  slightest  doubt  in  the 
urorld.  It  nevej;  attracted  any  more  notice 
irpm  me  than  any  other  of  Mr.  Aubrey's 
Leeds,  till  my  attention  was  drawn  to  it  in 
soDSequence  of  tliese  proceedings." 

«*  Has  any  one  access  to  Mr.  Aubrey's 
Leeds  at  your  office  but  yourself  1" 

**  None  that  I  know  of;  I  keep  all  the 
Leeds  of  my  clients  that  are  at  my  office  in 
heir  respective  boxes,  and  allow  no  one  ac- 
«es  to  them,  except  under  my  immediate 
lotice  and  in  my  presence." 
Then  Mr.  Subtle  sat  down. 
**  My  lord,  we  now  propose  to  put  in  this 
Leed,"  said  the  atttomey-general,  unfold- 
ng  it. 

**  Allow  me  to  look  at  it,  Mr.  Attorney," 
laid  Mr.  Subtle.  It  was  handed  to  him: 
tnd  his  juniors  and  Mr.  Mortmain,  rising, 
arereen^ged  most  anxiously  in  scrutinizing 
t  for  some  minutes.  Mortmain  having  look- 
id  at  the  stamp  sate  down,  and  opening  his 
la^,  hastily  drew  out  an  old  well-worn 
rofume,  which  contained  all  the  etamp  acts 
hai  had  ever  been  passed  from  the  time  of 
William  the  Third,  when,  I  believe,  the 
list  of  those  blessings  was  conferred  upon 
liis  country.  First  ho  l(Aked  at  the  deed — 
hen  at  his  book — then  at  the  deed  again; 
lad  at  length  might  be  seen,  with  earnest 
-fBstures,  putting  Mr.  Subtle  in  possession 
->f  his  opinion  on  the  subject.  **  My  lord," 
laid  Subtle,  at  length,  '^  I  object  to  this  in- 
itrument  being  received  in  evidence,  on  ac- 
iOant  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  stamp." — 
^e  then  mentioned  the  character  of  the 
tamp  affixed  to  the  deed,  and  read  the  act 
^hich  was  in  force  at  the  time  that  the  deed 
ore  date;  and  after  a  few  additional  obser* 
^lionn,  sate  down,  and  was  followed  by 
Ir.  Quicksilver,  and  Mr.  Lynx.  Then 
tome  the  attorney-general,  having  in  the 
teatn  time  carefully  looked  at  the  act  of 
«rl lament,  and  submitted  to  his  lordship 
ttat  the  stamp  was  sufficient;  being  foJ.ow- 
il  br  his  juniors. 
jIa  Subtle  replied  at  some  length* 


**  I  entertain  some  difficulty  on  the  Mint,*' 
said  .his  lordship,  **and  will  consiut  widi 
my  brother  Gray  ley."  Taking  with  him 
the  deed,  and  Mortmain's  Stamp  Acts,  hk 
lordship  Icf^  the  court,  and  was  absent  a 
quarter  of  an  hour;  half  an  hour— three 
quarters  of  an  hour ;  and  at  length  returned. 

'^I  have  consulted,"  said  he,  as  soon  as 
he  had  taken  his  seat,  amidst  the  profound- 
est  silence,  "  my  brother  Gray  ley,  and  w#» 
have  very  fully  considere*  the  point.  My  bro- 
ther happens,  fortimatoly,  to  have  by  him  a 
manuscript  note  of  a  case  in  which  he  was 
counsel,  about  eighteen  years  ago,  and  in 
which  the  exact  point  arose  which  exists  in 
the  present  case."  He  then  read,  out  of  a 
thick  manuscript  book  which  he  had  brought 
with  him  from  Mr.  Justice  Gray  ley,  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  case  alluded  to,  and  whiehr 
were  certainly  precisely  similar  to  those 
then  before  him.  In  tne  case  referred  to, 
the  stamp  had  been  held  sufficient ;  and  so 
he  and  his  brother  Gray  ley  were  of  opinion 
was  the  stamp  in  the  deed  then  before  him. 
The  cloud  which  had  settled  upon  the  coun- 
tenances of  the  attorney-general  and  hit^ 
party,  here  flitted  over  to  those  of  his  op- 
ponents. 

*'  Your  lordship  will  perhaps  take  a  note 
of  the  objection,"  said  Mr.  Subtle,  some- 
what chagrined.    The  judge  did  so. 

^^NoWf  then,  we  propose  to  put  in  and 
read  this  deed,"  said  the  attorney-genepil 
with  a  smile,  holding  out  his  hand  towards 
Mr.  Lynx,  who  was  spelling  over  it  very 
eagerly — "I  presume  my  learned  friend 
will  require  only  tho  operative  parts" — here 
Lynx,  with  some  excitement,  called  his 
leader's  attention  to  something  which  had  ^ 
occurred  to  him  in  the  deed :  up  got  Quick- 
silver and  Mortmain ;  and  presently — 

'*  Not  quite  so  fast,  Mr.  Attorney,  if  you 
please,"  said  Mr.  Subtle,  with  a  little  ela- 
tion of  manner — "  I  have  another,  and  I  ap- 
prehend a  clearly  fatal  objection  to  the  ad- 
missibility of  this  deed,  till  my  learned 
friend  shall  have  accounted    for  an  era- 


sure"—^ 


'*  Erasure  I"  echoed  tbe  attorney-general 
with  much  surprise.  '*  Allow  me  to  see  the 
deed ;"  and  he  took  it  with  an  incredulous 
smile,  which,  however,  disappeared  as  he 
looked  more  and  more  closely  at  the  instru- 
ment ;  Mr.  Sterling  and  Mr.  Crystal,  also, 
looking  extremely  serious. 

*'  I've  hit  them  wow,"  said  Mr.  Subtle  to 
those  behind  him,  as  he  leaned  back,  and 
looked  with  no  little  triumph  at  his  oppo- 
nents. From  what  apparently  inadequate 
and  trifling  causes  often  flow  great  results. 
The  plain  fact  of  the  case  waa  uwral^  tK\%% 
The  attorna^^a  cXexV.  uv  co^YvmovA^^^^s^  » 
which  wiLS  one  oC  contt^^i^v^  \«i3i^2'^^^o^ 
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written  four  or  five  words  by  mistake ;  and, 
fearing  to  exasperate  hia  master,  by  render- 
sag  necessary  a  new  deed  and  stamp,  and  oo- 
easioning  trouble  and  delay,  neatly  scratehed 
oiit  tlie  erroneous  words,  and  over  the  era- 
Hire  wrote  the  correct  ones.  As  he  was  the 
party  who  was  entrusted  with  seeing  to  and 
witnessing  the  execution  of  the  instrument, 
he  of  course  took  no  notice  of  the  alteration, 
and — see  the  result!  The  ownership  of  an 
estate  of  ten  thousand  a  year  about  to  turn 
apon  the  nffect  of  this  erasure ! 

^  Hand  me  up  the  deed,*^  said  the  judge ; 
and  inspected  it  minutely  for  a  minute  or 
two. 

*'Has  any  one  a  magnifying-glass  in 
ooartV*  inquired  the  attemey-ffeneral,  with 
a  look  of  increasing  anxiety.  No  ene  hap- 
pened to  have  one. 

^Is  it  necessary,  Mr.  Attorney,'*  said 
Lord  Widdnngton,  handin?  down  the  in- 
strument to  him  with  an  ominous  look. 
'*  Well — you  object,  of -course,  Mr.  Sub- 
I  understand  you — ^that  this  deed  is 
Toid,  on  account  of  an  erasure  in  a  mate- 
rial part  of  itl"  inquired  Lord  Widdring- 
ton. 

"That  is  my  objection,  my  lord,"  said 
Mr.  Subtle,  sitting  down. 

"Now,  Mr.  Attorney,"  continued  the 
judge,  turning  to  the  attorney-general,  pre- 
pared to  take  a  note  of  any  observations  he 
might  offer.  The  spectators — ^the  whole 
court*— were  aware  that  the  great  crisis  of 
the  case  had  arrived :  and  there  was  a  sick- 
ening silence.  The  attorney-general,  with 
perfect  calmness  and  self-possession, imme- 
diately addressed  the  court  in  answer  to  the 
objection.  That  there  w(u  an  erasure, 
which,  owing  to  the  hurry  with  which  the 
instrument  had  been  looked  at,  had  been 
overlooked,  was  indisputable ;  of  coufse  the 
attorney-general's  argument  was,  that  it  was 
an  erasure  in  a  part  not  material ;  but  it  was 
easy  to  see  that  he  spoke  with  the  air  of  a 
man  who  argues  e<mtra  spent.  What  he 
said,  however,  was  pertinent  and  forcible ; 
the  same  might  be  said  of  Mr.  Sterling  and 
Mr.  Crystal ;  but  they  were  all  plainly 
gravelled,  Mr.  Subtle  replied  with  cruel 
cogency:  Mr.  Quicksilver  seized  the  op- 
portunity— ^not  choosing  to  see  that  the 
dge  was  with  them — to  make  a  most  dan- 
ous  but  sho\vy  speech ;  Mr.  Subtle  sit- 
tii^g  beside  him  in  the  ntmost  distress,  look- 
ingds  if  he  could  have  withered  him  with  a 
word.'  In  consequence  of  some  very  un- 
guarded admissions  of  Quicksilver,  down 
came  upon  him  Lord  Widdrington;  and 
Mr.  Subtle — the  only  time  during  the  whole 


bar,  vahm  even  by  the  judge,  who  gnu 
It  reJiahea  the  exposure  he  was  makiif  tf 
Quicksilver's  indiscretion.  At  leDgtkb 
sate  .down,  with  a  somewhat  foolildi «, 
Mr.  Subtle  turning  his  back  full  apoafa 
before  the  whole  court;  but  when  Ljii 
loee,  and  in  a  business-Uke  way,  with  <■!; 
a  word  or  two,  put  the  point  af^ain  folly  W 
fore  Lord  Widdrin?ton,  the  scowl  gnMiiilf 
disappeared  from  the  brow  of  Mr.  Subtle. 
"  Well,"  said  Lord  Widdrington,  wka 
Mr.  Lynx  had  done,  ^*  I  own  I  feel  no  M 
at  all  upon  the  matter ;  but  as  it  is  certiiri^ 
of  the  greatest  possible  importance,!  vi 
Inst  see  how  it  strikes  my  brother  Grajkj.' 
With  this  he  took  the  deed  in  his  baiid,al 
quitted  the  court.  He  touched  Mr.  Adist^ 
in  paasin?  to  his  private  room,  holdinf  i 
deed  betore  him.  After  a]\  absence  rf 
about  ten  minutes,  Lord  Widdringtoi » 
turned. 

"Silence!  silence  there!"  bawled  Ai 
crier;  and  the  bustle  had  soon  subsiM  » 
to  profound  silence. 

"  I  entertain  no  doubt,  nor  does  mjht 
ther  Grayley,"  said  Lord  Widdiiogk 
"that I  ought  not  to  receive  this  deaifc 
evidence,  without  accounting  for  anenv 
occurring  in  a  mainly  c^ssential  part  sf  i 
Unless,  therefore,  you  are  prepared,  fc 
Attorney^  with  evidence  as  to  this  pflA 
I  shall  not  receive  the  deed.'* 

There  was  a  faint  buzz  all  ovcrAi 
court— a  buzz  of  excitement,  anxietj,B' 
disappointment.  The  attomey-genenl«» 
sultea  for  a  moment  or  two  with  htsfiM 
"Undoubtedly,  my  lord,  we  are  aotf* 
pared  with  any  evidence  to  explain  »Jf 
pearance  which  has  taken  us  efltireif  ijf 
surprise.  After  this  length  of  time,  If 
lora,  of  course" — 

"  Certainly — it  is  a  great  misfoitaiie  fit 
the  parties — a  great  misfortune.  Of  co* 
you  tender  the  deed  in  evidence  1"  he  «• 
tinued  taking  a  note. 
"  We  do,  my  lord,  certainly." 
Yon  should  have  seen  the  faas  4 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Sm* 
they  looked  at  Mr.  Parkinson,  win  t 
agitated  air,  returning  the  rejected  dfei) 
the  bag  from  which  it  had  bc^n  latelj  tali 
with  so  confident  and  triumphant  an  air^ 
The^emainder  of  the  case,  which  hadWi 
opened  by  the  attorney-general  onbdaW 
Mr.  Aubrey,  was  then  proceeded  with;** 
in  spite  of  all  thoir  assumed  calmi^^k 
disappointment  end  distress  of  his  cc^ 
were  perceptible  to  all ,  They,  were  notl^ 
in  establishing  the  df'scent  of  Mr.  A'J^ 
from  Geoffrey  Dr«»ddUng*^p,     liv»« 


eoose  in  which  he  lost  his  seU-comtivwvd — \  cciaar^  \a  dti  co  •.  for  ti^evopsly  as  1^ 
uttered  a  baJf-stifled  curse  at  V\\e  VoVVj  o^\X\^v\  \i«fc\i  ^\^^V^v>\v\^'\^  %c^5^<^to^ 
Ouicksiirer,  that  could  ho  hcaiA  h^  Via\i\:^c\\>\\a\i  ^tofe  xl^*  >^^»stfy^^v^\^>c5:^;!*^^Xt>il^ 
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Med  of  eonftrmatloii  of  Mr.  Aubiejr,  it 
r«t  an  important  aoeation  for  me  juiy, 
irhcf  her  they  belieTed  the  eyidenoe  add  need 
bj  me  plaintiff  to  show  title  in  himself. 

^  That,  my  lord,  is  the  defendant's  easet" 
laid  the  attorney-general,  as  his  last  wit- 
ness left  the  box ;  and  Mr.  Subtle  then  rose 
Id  reply.  He  felt  how  unpopnlar  waa  his 
eause;  that  almost  e^ery  ooantenance  around 
him  bore  a  hostile  expression.  Privately, 
he  loathed  his  case  when  he  saw  the  sort  of 
person  for  whom  he  was  struggling.  All 
(lis  sympathies— for  he  was  a  very  proud, 
hanghty  man— weire  on  behalf  of  Mr*  An- 
brey,  whom  by  name  and  reputation  he 
well  knew ;  with  whom  he  hao  often  saie 
i|i  the  House  of  Commons.  Now  conqa- 
mous  before  him*  aate  his  little  moBkay<«U- 
yit,  Titmonaep— a  ridiculona  objeet;  and, 
calculated,  if  th^re  was  any  scope  for  the 
nfluence  of  prejudice,  to  ruin  his  own 
ssuae  by  the  exhibition  of  himself  before 
;fae  jury.  That  was  the  Tulgar  idiot  who 
waa  to  turn  the  admirable  Aubreys  out  of 
Vatton,  and  send  them  beggared  into  the 
grodd!— -But  Mr.  SubUe  waaahigh-mind- 
9d  English  advocate ;  and  if  ha  had  ^een 
Miss  Aubrey  in  all  her  lovelineasv  and 
knew  how  all  depended  upon  his  exertional 
be  could  hardly  have  exeited  himself  more 
successfully  than  he  did  on  the  present  a> 
casion.  And  such,  at  length,  waa  the  efieot 
which  that  exquisitely  skilful  advocate  pro- 
duced, in  his  address  to  the  jury,  that  he  be- 
gan to  bring  about  a  change  in  the  feelings 
of  moat  around  him ;  even  the  eye  of  scom- 
fjiil.  beau^  began,  to  direct  fewer  glances  of 
iiodignation  and  disgust  upon  Titmouse,  as 
Mr.  Sub  tie's  irresistible  rhetoric  drew  upon 
their  sympathies  in  his  behalf.  **  My  learn- 
ed friend,  the  attorney-general,  gentlemen, 
Iropped  one  or  two  expressions  of  a  some- 
what disparafing  tendency,  in  alluding  to 
ay  client,  Mr.  Titmouse;  and  shadowed 
&rth  a  disadvantageous  contrast  between 
b^  obacure  and  ignorant  plaintiff,  and  the 
ifted  defendant.  Good  God,  gentlemen ! 
pd  ia  my  humble  client's  misfortune  to  be- 
9ine  his  fault  1  If  he  be  obscure  and  igno- 
uit,  unacquainted  with  the  usages  of  socie- 
fy  deprived  of  the  blessings  of ^a  superior 
ioeation — ^if  he  have  contracted  vulgiarity, 
rhoae  fault  is  it  1  Who  has  occasioned  it ! 
Vho  plunged  him  a]>d  his  parents  before 
im  into  an  unjust  poverty  and  obscurity, 
:oni  which  Providence  is  about  this  day  to 
Mcue  him,  and  put  him  in  possession  of 
Is  ownl  Gentlemen,  if  topics  like  these 
siiat  be  introduced  into  the  caae,  I  aak 
(Oa,  who  is  accountable  for  tlie  present  con- 
iltion  of  my  unfortunate  client  1  Is  he,  or 
^  those  who  have  been,  perhaps  oncon- 
mmBljr,  bat  still  UDJuttly,  no  long  revel- 


ling in  tiiswaalth  that  is  hial  GentleBimi,  in 
the  name  of  erery  thing  that  is  manly  and 
generous,  I  challenge  your  sjrmpathy,  yosr 
oommiaeration  for  my  client."  Here,  Tit- 
mouae,  who  had  been  staring  up  open-mouth^ 
ed  foraome  time  at  bis  eloquent  advocate, 
and  could  be  kept  quiet  no  longer  by  the 
moat  vehement  efforts  of  Messrs.  (£urk« 
Gammon,  and  Snap,  roae  up,  in  an  excited 
manner,  exclaiming,  '*  Bravo !  bravo !  bra- 
vo, sir !  'Pon  my  lifiB,  capital !  It's  quite 
true— brevo!  bravo!"  His  astounded  ad* 
vocate  paused  at  this  unprecedented  intev^ 
roption.  **•  Take  the  puppy  out  of  couat* 
sir,  or  I  will  not  utter  one  word  more,"  said 
he  in  a  fieroe  whisper  to  Mr.  Gammon.     . 

*«Who  ia  thati  Leave  the  court,  air! 
Your  conduct  ia  moat  indecent,  air!  I 
have  a  great  mind  to  eommit  you,  air  I" 
said  Lora  Widdringlon,  directing  an  awiul 
look  down  on  the  oifender,  who  had  turned 
of  aghaatly  white.  t 

^Have  mercy  upon  me,  my  lord,  I'll 
never  do  it  again,*'  oe  groaned,  claspiiig  his 
handa,  and  verily  believing  that  Lord  Wid- 
drington  waa  gomg  to  take  the  estate  away 
from  him. 

Snap  at  length  aucceeded  in  getting  him 
out  of  court,  and  after  the  excitement  occa- 
sioned by  this  irregular  interruption  haa 
subsided,  Mr.  Subtle  resumed : 

**  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  in  a  low  tone,  **  I 
perceive  that  you  are  moved  by  this  little 
incident;  and  it  is  a  characteristic  of  your 
superior  feelings.  Inferior  persons,  destitute 
of  sensibility  or  refinement,  might  hays 
smiled  at  eccentricities  which  occasion  you 
only  feelings  of  greater  commiseration.  I 
protest,  gentliemen"— his  voice  trembled  for  ^ 
a  moment,  but  be  aoon  resumed  his  self- 
possession  ;  and,  after  a  long  and  admirable 
address,  sat  down,  confident  of  the  vaidict. 

**If  we  lose  the  verdict,  sir,"  said  hp, 
bending  down,  and  whispering  into  the  ear 
of  Gammon, "  we  may  thank  that  execrable 
little  puppy  for  it."  Gammon  changed  co- 
lour, but  made  no  reply. 

Lord  Widdrington  then  commenced  9um- 
ming  up  the  case  to  the  jury,  with  his  yau^l 
care  and  perspicuity.  Nothing  could  1;^ 
more  beautiful  than  the  ease  with  which  hp 
extricated  the  fiicts  of  the  case  frosk  the 
meshes  in  which  they  had  been  involviejl 
by  Mr.  Subtle  and  the  attorney-generaf. 
As  ao<m  as  he  had  explained  to  them  thp 
general  principles  of  law  aoplicable  to  the 
case,  he  placed  before  them  tne  facts  proved 
by  the  plaintiff,  and  the  answer  of  tne  d^ 
fendant:  every  one  in  court  trembled  for 
the  result,  if  the  jury  took  the  same  vieif 
which  they  felt  themselves  compelled  ta 
take.  He  auggjaal^  ^^\  ^^^  ^w^^  ^""^ 
to  consider  tke  ca,ae,\aL\;\xv^  Vv^  ^^tjx  '^^ 
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ffMffecB  whicb  haA  been  Imded  in  to 
tlMni;  and  added,  tkat,  if  they  shonld  le- 
«iiit8  bis  attifltftiMw,  he  «hoiud  jemain  in 
nie  private  room  tar  aa  hoar  or  two.  Both 
-  Judge  and  jaiy  then  retiied,  it  being  about 
eiflht  o'clock*  Candles  weie  lit  in  the  ooort, 
vfiioh  eontinued  crowded  to  auffocatioii^*^ 
IW  doubted  which  way  the  Teidiet  would 

CFatigoed  as  moat  have  been  moat  of 
spectators  with  a  two  days'  confinement 
and  excitement— ladies  as  well  as  gentle- 
neft— ecarce  a  person  thought  of  qeitting 
'  till  the  Teidiet  had  been  nronounced.  After 
«B  hour  and  a  half 'a  aooence,  a  crjr  was 
iMard — *"  Clear  the  war  for  the  jury ;"  vad 
one  or  two  offieeis,  with  their  waads,  obey- 
ed the  direeciena*  As  the  jury  were  re-en- 
taving  their  boKyStngglinff  wiiha  little  diffi- 
aol^  through  the  crowd.  Lord  Widdrtngton 
nraned  his  seat  upon  the  beosh. 

^•Gentleniea  of  the  jttry«  have  tfao  good* 
aeasy"  said  the  aaaociate,  «*to  answer  to 
yoornamea*  Sir (doddpbin  Fitxherbert;" 
and,  while  their  names  were  &ua  called 
«f«r,  all  the  cowuel  took  their  pens,  and 
Inniing  oyer  their  briefs  with  an  air  of  anx- 
iety, prepaxed  to  indorse  on  them  the  rer- 


dieC    Ae^ootoai'all  tfad  iiiryteeDhada» 
awered,  a,  profound  ailence  ensued. 

*^Qentlemen  of  Am  Jury,*^  incpured  ftr 
associate,  **  are  you  agreed  npon  your  iw 
diet }  Do  you  find  Terdiet  for  the  pliiadf 
or  for  the  defendant  V 

«« For  the  plainliff/*  reolied  the  foiean; 
on  which  the  ofiioer^  amiaet  a  kind  of  bfad 
dismayed  ailence,  makings  at  the  sameliBt 
some  hieroglyphics  upon  the  recwd,  or 
teped-*-^*  Verdict  for  plaintid*.  Damagei^ 
shilling.  Costs  fort^  ahillingd;"  w|ik 
another  functionary  bawled  cot,  amidst  l» 
increaaing  buzz  in  the  eourt,  ^  Ijave  ii 
ffoodneea  to  wait,  gentlemen  of  Uie  jaj 
You  will  be  paid  immediately.^  Wte 
upon,  to  the  disgnat  and  indignation  U k 
uttieamed  epeetatoia,  and  the  astontaka 
of  aome  of  the  genllenaen  of  the  jury  tb» 
selTOB  ■■■many  ^  the  very  6rst  men  is  (k 
coantry— Snap  jumped  up  on  the  te 
pulled  out  his  puzae  with  an  air  of  en^ 
tion,  and  proceeded  to  remunerate  Sr&^ 
dolphin  Fitxherbert  and  the  rest  of  hnae 
panbns  with  the  sum  of  one  guinea.  1^ 
clamation  was  then  mada^  and  tbc'w 
ad^onraed* 


CHAPTER  IX. 


**Trk  Attorney-General  did  his  work 
yery  fairiy,  I  thought— eh,  LynxV*  said 
Mr.  Subtle,  as,  arm-in-arm  with  Mr.  Lynx, 
lie  quitted  the  castle-gates,  each  of  them  on 
his  way  to  their  respectiye  lodgings,  to  pre- 
pare for  their  next  day's  work. 

**  Yes — ^he*8  a  keen  enough  hand,  to  be 
•ore,  he's  ^iven  us  all  work  enough ;  and,  I 
must  say,  it*B  been  a  capital  set-to  between 
yon.    I'm  eery  glad  you  got  the  yerdict !" 

**Xx  wouldn  t  haye  done  to  be  beaten  on 
my  own  dunghill,  as  it  were-^eh !  By  the 
way,  Lynx,  thatwaa  a  good  hit  of  yours 
about  the  erasure— I  ouoht,  really,  if  it  had 
occurred  to  me  at  the  time,  to  haTC  ^ren 
You  the  credit  of  it— ^twas  entirely  yours, 
Xynx,  1  muftt  say.** 

«*  Oh,  no** — leplied  Lynx,  modestly.  He 
^aew  that  Mr.  Subtle  would  be  Attomey- 
Geneial  one  day  i  and  would  t!hen  TV'x\\i\t^ 


lighting  on  it;  the  merit  was,  the  an ya 
made  w  it !" 

«'  To  think  of  ten  thonaand  a  year  toM 
on  that  same  trumpery  eraaure.*' 

'*But  are  you  sure  of  oar  yerdieteathi 
^rrotind,  Mr.  Subtle!  Do  youthiskWi^ 
dring[ton  was  right  in  rejecting  that  M^ 

>*  Right?  to  be  sore  he  was !  But  M 
I  got  rather  uneasy  at  the  way  the  Atbnt 
General  put  it— Uiat  the  estate  bal  (Si 
been  vested,  and  could  not  be  8ob6ei)«e[4 
de-vested  by  an  alteration  or  blemith  in  lb 
instrument  evidencing  the  passing  of  lb 
estate, — eh  ?  that  waa  a  jrood  point,  Lrtf** 

••Ay,  but  as  Lord  A^ddrington  pati** 
that  could  be  only  where  tiie  defend 
proved  to  exist  after  a  complete  and  ni 
deed  had  been  once  estabiahed.** 

•^ True— true;  that^s  tiie  answer,  L^ 
Vi«t«  ^ovL  eee  the  deed  ia  diai^raced  ia  ^ 


Ifce  servjVea  of  ascertain  grim  funcXioxv^r^ — V%i%\Vttftow»%  \ft  '^^tjdl^Ssr^^ijjj^ 


ib  wli^  a  1^'/..^  it  was  a  mem  afiCidenX  m^  V  woa  a.  ^m^- 


Unts  ^MWi^^miiiinL  tf^ ' 


tSM  tAaVSANb  A  "TtiAB. 


lf» 


''"To  bd  8vre,  possemon  has  gone  along^ 
With  ^  deed/* 

**Po6ses8ion  goes  along  with  it!  What 
Aent— that  k^lo  say,  me  man  who  has 
altered  it,  to  benefit  him^If  and  his  heirs, 
keeps  it  snugly  in  his  own  chest— and  then 
that  is  of  itself  to  be  snfllcient  to—** 

<*  Yes— and  again,  yon  know,  isn^t  it  the 
general  role  that  the  party  producing  an  ift- 
•trament  must  account  for  the  appearance 
of  erasure  or  alteration  to  encounter  the  pr^ 
•umptaon  of  fraud  1    It  seems  good  sense 

CDOUffh.** 

**  Sy  the  way,  did  you  eyer  «ee  any  thing 


a  ooroplacent  air;  fbr  he  siiv  aferw  pli 
pickings  in^stora  for  him.  **  By  the  way,** 
tie  contimied,  **  our  client's  a  sweet  apeei- 
men  of  humanity  j  isn't  he  V* 

"  Faugh  1  pdions  litde  reptile !  And  did 
you  ever  in  all  your  life  witness  tueh  a 
soene  at  when  he  intermpted  me  in  the  way 
he  did  1" 

**  Ha,  ha !  Neyer !  But,  npon  my  honour, 
what  an  ezqoisite  tarn  you  ^ye  the  thing-^ 
it  was  wortn  more  than  e^led  it  forth-^t 
was  admir^le*** 

**  Pooh— Lynx  !"iaid  Mr.  Subtle,  with  a 

^  H^  *..j,...»  jvu  «««.  •««»  ..y  -.M.^   gratified   air;  "knack — meifi  knack— 4io» 

like  QuicksiWer  in  that  matter!    I  knew   Siing  more.    My  Toice  tmmUed-^^ T— at 


he'd  bring  Widdrington  down  on  him— -I 
aat  frying,  I  assure  yon!  To  hear  one's 
cases  spoiled— tet— well  1  it's  all  oyer  now, 
boweyer.  It's  really  been  a  yery  interasting! 


rase.' 


*«y«Ty.    Some  capital  pointa— that  of 
Vortmaia'a  on  the  stamp-«et*-*" 

••Pish,  Lynx  I  there'i  nothing  in  it!    I 


least  ao  I  intended." 

**  Upon  my  soul,  Mr.  SuMe,  I  abnost 
thought  you  were  for  the  mfAnent  ovemome, 
and  ffoin^  to  shed  tears." 

««Ah,  ha,  ha  (-Delightful  1  I  was  ooa- 
yolaed  with  h»#tai  laaghlerl  tM  Utanff 
Did  the  bar  take  it,  l^axV*  iiquired  Mr. 
Sobtle ;  for  dioogfa  hehaled  .display,  heloyad 


inff  on»— pocommoiily." 

l4r.  Subtle  anddenly  paused,  and  stood 
snill.  *•  God  bless  my  sool,  Lyn3C«  Fys 
Made  a  blunder  f 

•*  Yes— by  Joye,  a  blander !    Never  did 

audi  a  thing  sines  I're  led  a  caose  before." 

••A  blander!  Impossible!  What  is  it!" 

inquired  Lynx,  briskly,  pricking  up  his  ears. 

**  It  will  be  at  least  thirty  or  forty  pounds 

svt  of  oar  elient's  pocket..  I  ioigot  to  ask 

Wlddrington  for  the  eertifieale  w  the  eoat 

ef  the  special  jory.    J  protest  I  neyer  did 

SQoh  a  tmnff  before—I'm  quite  annoyedr— I 

ksdMe  to  amrkok  any  thing." 

••  Oh !  is  that  all !"  inquired  Lynx,  much 
AQjIeved— >« then  it's  all  right!  While  you 
Were  speaking  to  Mr.  Gammon,  immediately 
Mler  tlie  verdiot  had  been  ^yen,  I  tomed 
towards  Quicksilver  to  get  mm  to  ask  for  a 
^rtificate— but  he  had  seen  a  man  with  the 
^  N^ew  Times,'  oonitaining  the  division  on 
Hie  Cathotic  claims,  and  had  set  off  afbr 
k^im— eo  I  took  the  liberty,  as  you  seemed 
^ery  earnestly  talking  to  Mr.  Gammon,  to 
^ame  it  to  the  Judge— 4md  it's  all  rig^t," 

*•  Capital !  Then  there  isn't  a  point  miss- 
^  !  And  in  a  good  two  days'  fight,  that's 
Something." 

D'ye  think  we  shall  keep  the  renlict, 

get  its  fruits,  Mr.  Subtle  V' 

We  shall  keep   the'yerdict,  I've  no 

^oubt;  there's  nothing  in  Widdrington's 

-^MStes  that  we  need  be  afraid  of— mit  of 

course  they'll  piut  us  to  bring  another  eject- 

aoeat,  permips  aeveral." 

««  Yes— certainly — ^there  muU  he  a  good 
ieal  of  fighting  faiefore  such  a  mopertj  as 
Ygtt^a  dmoges  bsBdB,^npUed  Ljia^  with 


c« 


«• 


xDeant  the  caase  itself  has  been  an  inlBrest-^  maneiaHomy  and  by  c OInpetetit  persons.— 

*^  By  lbs  way,  Lyiix«  Ike  way  in  whjdi 
you^ye  got.  up  the  wKde  ease  does  you  vast 
crsdtt*^that  Opinion  of  yours  on  the  evi-- 
denee  was— apon  my  word— >tbe  most  mas- 
teriy"'  'liefe  he  suddenly  ceased  sad  sqoee*- 
ed  his  oooMNuiiop's  ana,  motioning  him 
thereby  to  silenos.  They  bad  corns  an  with 
two  gentleaaeo,  walioag  slowly,  ana  coi>> 
versing  in  a  low  toasi  bat  with  much  ear- 
nestness of  mannei.  They  wese,  ixf  fact, 
Mr.  Aubrey  and  Lord  De  la  Zoooh.  Mr. 
Subtle  and  Mr.  Lyn^  crossed  over  to  the 
other  side  of  the  narrow  street,  sod  quick- 
ened their  pace,  so  as  soon  to  be  out  of  sight 
and  Iwaring  of  the  persons  they  seemed  de- 
sirons  of  avoiding.  Mr.  Subtle  was,  indeed, 
unable  tp  bear  the  sight  of  tiie  man  whom 
his  strenuous  and  spl^idid  exertions  daring 
the  last  two  days  had  tended  to  strip  of  his 
all— to  thrust  from  the  bright  domain  of 
wealth,  prosperity,  distinction,  into— as  it 
were— outer  darkness— the  outer  darkness 
of  poverty— of  destitution. 

«<It's  a  bore  for. Mr.  Aubrey,  isnU  it!^ 
quoth  the  matter^^fast  Lynx. 
'  ^  It's  quite  frightful  ("—replied  Mr.  Sub- 
tle, in  a  tone  of  voice  and  with  a  manner 
which  showed  how  deeply  he  felt  what  he 
uttered.  **And  it's  not  only  what  he  w}n 
lose,  but  what  he  will  be  liable  to— the 
mesne  profits— «ixty  thousand  pounds." 

•*  Oh ! — ^you  think,  then,  that  we  can't  go 
beyond  the  statute  of  limitation!— eh!— 4S 
that  so  clear  1 "  Mr.  Subtle  looked  sharply 
at  Lynx,  with  an  expression  it  would  m 
difficult  to  describe.  ««W^ell,"  continued 
the  impenetrable  Lynx — **  al  «ll  «t«Gi\s^  \!Vl 
look  intoil."  Ha  W  ^oxsx  ^  tB»ritv  vender 
mttnl  in  the  m&\tat,  w^V^^  «a<vw^^^T«^ 


IM 


T£N  THQVSAND  A  YBAR^ 


woold  feel  interest  in  the  antiquity  of  the 
oelc  from  which  they  fell,  and  under  whoee 
Tenerable  shade  he  was  munching  and 
Btufiing  himself. 

«*  By  the  way.  Lynx— a*n't  you  with  me 
in  Higmm  and  Mellin^n  V  « 

**  Yes— and  it  stan&  fiist  for  to-morrow 
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mormng. 

**  What's  it  ahout!  Pre  not  opened  my 
papers,  and — ^why  we've  a  consultation 
fixed  for  ten  to-ni^t" 

**  It's  libel  against  a  newspaper  editor— 
the  PoMPHRET  CocKATaicB ;  and  our  cli- 
ent's a  clergyman."   <t* 

"What^utl" 

^'Tithes— gnrasping,  cruelty ,and  so  forth." 

«« Justification  t" 

M  No— not  guilty  only." 

«' Who  leads  for  the  defendant  1" 

«  Mr.  Quicksilver." 

Oh ! — ^we  can  dispense  with  the  consulta- 
tion then.  I  shall  send  my  cleik  to  fix  to- 
morrow morning,  at  court— ^re  minutes 
before  the  sittingof  Ae  court,  I'm  rather 
tired  to-night.'*  With  this  the  great  leader 
shook  hands  with  his  modest,  learned, 
laborious  junior — and  entered  his  lodgings. 

As  soon  as  Titmouse  had  been  ejected 
from  the  court,  in  the  summary  way^  which 
the  reader  will  remember,  merely  on  account 
of  his  having,  with  slight  indecorum,  yield- 
ed to  the  mighty  impulse  of  his  a^tated 
feelings,  he  began  to  cry  bitterly,  wnnging 
his  hands,  and  asking  every  one  about  him, 
if  he  could  get  in  again,  because  it  was  his 
case  that  was  going  <^.  His  eyes  were  red 
and  swollen  with  weeping;  and  his  little 
breast  throbbed  yiolently  as  he  walked  to 
and  fro  from  one  door  of  the  court  to  the 
oAer.  "Oh,  gents,  will  you  get  me  in 
again  t"  said  he,  in  passionate  tones,  ap- 
proaching two  gentlemen,  who,  with  a  yery 
anxious  and  oppressed  air,  were  standing 
together  at  the  outside  of  one  of  the  doors — 
in  fact.  Lord  De  la  Zouch  and  Mr.  Aubrey; 
and  they  quickly  recognised  in  Titmouse, 
the  geptleman  wnose  claims  were  being  at 
that    instant   mooted    within    the    court. 


it 


Will  you  get  me  in  1  You  seem  such  re» 
)ectahh  gents— 'pon  my  soul  I'm  going 
lad !    It^  my  case  that^  going  on!    I'm 


tf 


spectabl 

mad !    irs  my 

Mr.  Titmouse—" 

"  We  have  no  power,  sir,  to  get  you  in, 
replied  Lord  De  la  Zouch,  haughtily :  so 
coldly  and  sternly  as  to  cause  Titmouse 
inyoluntarily  to  shrink  from  him. 

**  The  court  is  crowded  to  the  very  door, 

sir— and  we  really  have  no  more  right  to  be 

present  in  court,  or  to  get  others  into  court, 

than  you  have,^  said  Mr.  Aubrey^  with 

mUdneBS  and  di^rnity. 


away  from  Lord  De  la  Zouch,  towaxdi  Mr 

Aubrey.  "  Know  quite  well  who  you  anr 
sir !  'Pon  my  solemn  soal,  nr,  sorry  to  d« 
all  this;  but  law's  law^  ajid  right's  ligli^ 
all  the  world  over." 

"  I  denrc  you  to  leave  \is,  sir,"  said  Lori 
De  la  Zouch,  with  irrepressible  sternness: 
*'  you  are  very  intrusiye.     How  cm  we 
catch  a  syllable  of  what  is  going  on,  wbih 
you  are  chattering  in  this  way  1"  Tltmooii 
saw  that  Mr.  Aubrey  looked  towards  bin 
with  a  very  difieient  expression  from  tbi 
exhibited  by  his  forbidden  companion,  uA 
would  perhaps  have  stood  his  ground,  to 
for  a  glimpse  he  caught  of  a  huge,  powdo- 
ed,  broad-shouldered  footman,  in  a  splendid 
livery,  one  of  Lord  De  la  Zooch's  scrniis* 
who,  with  a  great  thick  cane  in  his  faani, 
was  standing  it  a  little  distance  behind,  a 
attendance   on   the  carriage,  whidi  w« 
standing  in  the  «castle  yard.     This  wtah 
face  looked  so  ready  for  mischief  that  IV 
mouse  slowly  walked  off.     There  weei 
good  many  standers-by,  who  seemed  aHfe 
look  with  dislike  and  distrost  at  Titmooft 
He  made  many  ineffectual  attempts  top 
suade  the  door-keeper,  who  had  assisted  s 
his  extrusion,  to  re-admit  him ;  but  the  » 
corruptible  janitor  was  proof  against  a  ax 
pence— even   against  a   ahUIing:  sad  tt 
len^  Titmouse  gave  himself  up  toie' 
spair,  and  thought  himself  the  most  iiix> 
rable  man  in  the  whole  world— as  fo; 
probably  indeed  he  was ;  for  consider  vhs 
a  horrible  interval  of  suspense  he  had  to» 
dure,    from  the   closing  of  Mr.  SoMi^ 
speech,  till  the  deliyery  of  the  yeidicL  Bit 
at  length,  throughout  this  portentous  ni 
apparently  impenetrable    clond  bont  lb 
ncn  sunlight  or  success. 

**  Mr.  Titmouse !— Mr.  Titmouse  I-Xr 
Tit^" 

"  Here !  Here  I  am !  Here !"— ento- 
'ed  the  little  fellow,  jumping  off  the  wiodov 
seat,  on  which  he  had  neen  sitting  for  iki 
last  hour  in  the  dark,  half  stnpined  vi& 

frief  and  exhaustion.  The  voice  that  eiDrf 
im  was  a  blessed  yoice— a  familiar  voio»^ 
the  yoice  of  Mr.  Gammon ;  who,  as  boos  tf 
the  jury  began  to  come  back,  on  sooie  p 
tence  or  other  had  quitted  his  seat  betina 
Quirk  and  Snap,  in  order,  if  the  vaditf 
should  be  for  the  plaintiff,  to  Be  ^  i«9 
iiret  to  communicate  it  to  him.  In  a  moBdt 
or  two  Mr.  Gammon  had  grasped  both  % 
Titmouse's  hands,  ^My  dear,  dear  Ik 
Titmouse,  I  congratulate  you !  Yoa  ■• 
victorious !  God  grant  you  loi^  life  H 
enjoy  your  good  fortune !  God  Weai  J« 
Titmouse !"  He  wrung  Titmouse's  ki* 
— ^Tv^V\%NCAt:fe\TC.mbled  with  the  inttssif 


« 


Tiun 


Thank  you,  sir  f    Thank  youV  i^xiovYvXcXVv^cwvci^awi,   ^\x.TSsacMis»fc\B^^ 


ouse. 


moving  with  mn  appiehenaWa  w\  '^t^  wVote,  -wA  fet  -^  VtaX^  ^s^doi^di^V 
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ring  at  Mr.  Gammom  as  if  he  was 
vare  of  the  import  of  h|8  commani- 

.but — ^18  it  so!    Honoar  bright!'' 
he  stammered. 

indeed !  My  long  labours  are  at 
Townod  with  success !«— Hurrah, 
^r.  Titmouse !" 

really  won?  It  a'n't  a  joke  or  a 
inquired  Titmouse  with  quickly 
g  excitement,  and  a  joyous  expres- 
Bting  orer  his  features,  which  be- 
Ideiuy  flushed. 

te  1— -the  best  you'll  ever  hare.  A 
-that  will  last  vour  life.  Thank 
r.  Titmouse,  the  battle's  ours; 
feated  all  their  villany !" 
de  rol !  Tol  de  rol !  Tol  de  lol, 
rido!— Ah,"  he  added,  in  a  loud 
tone,  as  Lord  De  la  Zoudi  and 
irey  slowly  passed  him, — **done 
now — 'pon  par  life! — turned  the 
4Jkat  for  you !''  said  he,  snapping 
rs ;  but  I  need  hardly  say  that  he 
ith  perfect  impunity  as  far  as  those 
tlemen  were  concerned,  who  wrre 
led  with  the  grievous  event  which 
happened,  as  scarcely  to  be  aware 
•eing  addressed  at  all. 
ey,  it's  aeainst  yon — all  is  lost; 
ct  is  for  the  plaintiff!"  said  Lord 
ueh,  in  a  hurried,  agitated  whisper, 
rasped  the  hand  of  Mr.  Aubrey, 
)  had  quitted  for  an  instant  to  hear 
ict  pronounced.  Mr.  Aubrey  for 
ments  spoke  not 

's  will  be  done !"  at  len^h  said  he, 
tone,  and  in  rather  a  faint  murmur, 
in  a  dozen  gentlemen,  who  came 
r  out,  grasped  his  hand  with  great 
tid  vehemence. 

bless  you,  Aubrey!  God  bless 
laid  several  voices,  their  speakers 
^  his  hand  with  great  vehemence  as 
ke. 

18  go," — said  Lord  De  la  Zouch, 
Vf  r.  Aubr^'s  arm  in  his  own,  and 
dm  away  from  a  scene  of  distress- 
tement,  too  powerful  for  his  ex- 
Feeling. 
Bothing  of  a  fatalist,"  said  Mr. 
afler  a  pause  of  some  minutes, 
^hich  they  had  quitted  the  castle 
d  his  feelings  had  recovered  from 
ik  which  they  had  just  before 
— ^  I  am  nothing  of  a  fatalist,  but 
lot  to  feel  the  least  surprise  at  this 
*  I  have  long  had  a  settled  convio- 
t  such  uHMod  be  the  issue.  For 
le  before  1  had  the  least  intimation 
mmeneement  of  these  proceedings, 
opntsed  by  a  sense  of  impending 


.**  Well,  that  may  be  so;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  mischief  is  finally  dnneJ" 

"  1  am  certain  of  it! — But,  dear  Lord  De 
la  Zouch,  how  much  I  owe  to  your  kind- 
ness and  sympathy!"  said  Mr.  Aubrey, 
with  a  slight  tremor  in  his  voice. 

"  We  are  at  this  moment,  Aubrey,  firmer 
friends  than  we  ^ver  were  before.  So  help 
me  Heaven !  I  would  not  lose  your  friend- 
ship for  the  world ;  I  feel  it  a  ^eater  honour 
than  I  am  worthy  of— T  do,  indeed,"  said 
Lord  De  la  Zouch,  with  great  emotion. 

"There's a  great  g^lf  between  us,thong(h, 
Lord  De  la  Zouch,  as  far  as  worldly  circum- 
stances are  concerned — ^you  a  peer  of  the 
realm,  I  a  beggar." 

"Forgive  me,  Aubrey,  but  it  is  idle  to 
talk  in  Uiat  way ;  I  am  hurt^eyond  measure 
at  your  supposing  it  possible  that  under  any 
circumstances"— 

**  Believe  me,  1  feel  the  full  value  of  your 
friendship, — more  valuable  at  this  moment 
than  erer." 

"That  a  seriods  calamity  has  fallen  upon 
you  is  certain;  which  of  us,  indeed,  is  safe 
from  such  a  calamity  1  But  who  would  bear 
it  with  the  calm  fortitude  which  you  have 
already  evinced,  my  dear  Aubrey  t ' 

"You  speak  very  kindly.  Lord  De  la 
Zouch ;  T  trust  I  shall  play  the  man,  now 
that  the  time  for 'playing  a  man's  part  has 
come,"  said  Mr.  Aubrey,  with  an  air  of 
mingled  melancholy  and  resolution.  "I  feel 
an  inexpressible  consolation  in  the  reflection 
that  1  cannot  charge  myself  with  any  thing 
unconscientious.  If  I  have  done  wrong  in 
depriving  another  for  so  long  a  period  of 
what  was  his,  it  was  surely  in  ignorance ; 
and,  as  for  the  future,  I  put  my  trust  in 
God.  I  feel  as  if  I  could  submit  to  the  will 
of  Heaven  with  cheerfulness"— 

"Don't  speak  so  despond ingly,  Au- 
brey"- 

"Despondinglyl'*  echoed  Mr.  Aubrey, 
with  momentary  animation — "  Desponding- 
lyl  My  dear  friend,  I  feel  as  if  I  were 
indeed  entering  a  scene  black  as  midnight 
— ^ut  what  is  It  to  the  valley  of  the  shacunv 

gf  deaikt  dear  Lord  De  la  Zouch,  which  If 
efore  all  of  us  1  I  assure  you  I  feel  no 
vainglorious  confidence ;  yet  I  seem  to  be 
leaning  on  the  arm  of  an  unseen  but  all* 
powernil  supporter." 

"  You  are  a  hero,  my  dear  Aubrey !"  ex- 
claimed Lord  De  la  Zouch,  with  a  sudden 
fervour. 

"And  that  support  will  embrace  those 
dearer  to  me  than  life^-dearer — fiau"— far'* 
4ie  ceased. 

"My  God,  Aubrey! — Aubrey  I    wKa*?% 
the  mattet  V  "hfli»\JL\^  «xcXivcsvfc^\j«t^'Vi^'N»» 
Zouch,  feeWikft  'Nit.  Kx^ie^  X^ax^xx^N^av^^ 
agai|i8t  Yiim.    U©   ^p^^^  "^^^  ks&sws^ 


TEN  THOUSAND  A  YEAR. 


itttdy — ^r  hifli  head  middenly  drooj^ed; 
tad,  but  for  hia  companion's  support,  he 
mast  have  fallen  to  the  ground.  His  deli- 
oate  frarae  was  worn  oui  with  the  late  ex- 
dtement,  and  the  intense  anxiety  and  ex- 
baustion  he  had  andergrone !  having  scarce 
iMtsd  food  tor  the  last  two  days.  The 
sudden  recurrence  of  his  thoufifhts  to  the 
objects  of  his  fond  and  ineffable  love,  had 
completely  overpowered  his  exhausted  na- 
ture. Mark — ^it  was  only  his  physkcU  na- 
ture that  for  a  moment  gave  way.  It  was 
|uite  unworthy  of  the  noble  soul  which  ani- 
mated it.  Of  such  a  one  it  may  be  said— 
the  sword  is  too  keen  for  its  scabbard.  His 
sensibilities  were  exquisite;  perhaps  mor- 
bidly so.  A  soul  like  his  placed  in  a  body 
which,  as  I  long  ago  explained,  was  eon- 
stitutionrJIy  feeble,  might,  from  the  intimate 
And  inscrutable  connexion  and  sympathy 
(Mtween  mind  and  body,  for  a  moment  ap- 
pear to  be  of  an  inferior  tempSf :  whereas 
me  momentary  shock  and  vibration  occa- 
sioned by  external  accident  over  that  soul, 
quickly  re-exhibited  its  native  nobleness 
and  strength. 

Mr.  Aubrey,  who  sunk  into  Lord  De  la 
Souch^s  arms  in  the  way  I  have  described, 
Jost  as  they  were  passing  a  small  shop 
whose  owner  stood  at  the  door,  was  quick- 
ly taken  into  it ;  and  within  a  few  minutes, 
and  with  the  aid  of  a  glass  of  water,  revived 
in  time  to  take  advantage  of  Lord  De  la 
Zouch^s  carriage.,  which  was  passing  on  its 
way  from  the  castle  to  his  hotel.  There 
was  only  Lady  De  la  Zouch  within  it,  and 
the  welcomed  Mr.  Aubrey  with  the  most 
affectionate  sympathy ;  insisting  upon  their 
driving  him  to  nis  lodgings,  in  order  that 
they  might,  by  their  presence,  comfort  and 
appease  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Mbs  Aubrey. 
Mr.  Aubrey,  however,  most  earnestly  dis- 
suaded them,  saying  he  would  rather  that, 
on  so  painful  an  oc<fasion,  they  should  be 
alone ;  <ind  after  taking  a  glass  of  wine  and 
water,  which  gTcaliy  revived  him,  he  quit- 
ted the  hotel,  alone  and  on  foot,  and  made 
for  his  lodgings.  The  streets  were  occu- 
pied by  passengers,  some  returning  from 
tiie  castle  after  tnc  great  trial  of  the  day ; 
others  standing  here  and  there,  in  little 
knots,  conversing  as  he  passed  them ;  and 
he  felt  conscious  that  the  subject  of  their 
tfioughts  and  conversation,  was  himself  and 
bis  fallen  fortunes.  Several  deep-drawn 
•ighs  escaped  him,  as  he  walked  on,  the 
herald  of  such  dismal  tidings,  to  those 
whom  he  loved ;  and  he  felt  but  for  that 
Which  supported  him  from  within,  as  it 


the  temporary  depression  of  his  spVts,  at 

experienced  feelings  somewhat  akin  to  iium 

of  the  heart-sickened  exile,  whose  fond  pjh 

are  riveted  upon  the  mosques  and  minarett 

of  his  native  city,  bathed  in  the  sof^  sunli^ 

of  evening,  where  are  the  cherished  cbj«ti 

of  all  his  tenderest  thoughts  and  feelinfs; 

while  his  vessel  is  rapidly  bearing  him  ma 

it,  amid  the  rising  wind,  the  increasino  and 

ominous  swell  of  the  waters,  the  thiekfniii{ 

gloom  of  night— -wAfVAer  ?     The  Minsto 

clock  struck  ten  as  he  passed  one  of  tfai 

comere  of  the  vast  majestic  strnctore,  ptf 

glistening  in  the   faint   moonlight.     Thi 

chimes  echoed  in  his  ear,  and  smote  ta 

subdued  soul  with  a  sense  of  peculiar  8cle» 

nity  and  awe;  they  forced  upon  hira  a  re* 

flection  on  the  transient  littleness  of  earthij 

things.    Then  he  thought  of  those  dear  b» 

ings  who  w(#e  awaiting  his  return,  aod  i 

gush  of  gnef  and  tenderness  oTerflowe<i  la 

heart,  as  he  quickened  hta  steps,  with  » 

inward  and  fervent    prayer   that    Heafu 

would  support  then)  under  the  misftfum 

which  had  befellen  thetn.     As  he  nearai 

the  retired  row  of  houses  where  his  Icdf 

ings  were  situated,  he  imagined  that  hest 

some  one  near  the  door  of  his  lodgrings,  a^if 

on  the  look-out  for  his  approach ;  and  vbi^ 

as  he  drew   nearer,  at  Ic  n^h  enteird  la 

lodgings.    This  was  a  person  whom  Mt 

Aubrey  did  not  at  all  suspect— it  was  fail 

worthy  friend  Dr.  Tatham ;  who,  unable  S 

quit  Yatton  in  time  to  hear  the  trial,  \ti 

early  that  morning  mounted  his  horse,  ail 

after  s  long  and  bard  ride,  reached  Yoik 

soon  after  Mr.  Aubrey  had  setofTfcrtb 

castle.    Though  many  of  the  oountj  peapb 

then  in  York,  were  aware  that  Mrs.  m 

Miss  Aubrey  were  also  there,  a  deiieaS 

consideration  for  their  exquisitely  diitm»' 

ing  sitaation  restrained  them  from  intn^iic 

upon  their  privacy,  which  had  been  eviiietf' 

ly  sought  for  by  the  species  of  lodfitngi 

which   Mr.  Aubrey  had  engraged.    Od  tb 

second  day,  the  excellent  Dr.  Tatham  )ai 

been  their  welcome  and  instructive  ipiM^ 

scarce  ever  leaving  them;    Mr.  AQbrpf^ 

groom  bringing  wmd,   from  time  to  tioi^ 

from  his  master,  how  the   trial  went  oa 

Late  in  the  evening,  urged  by  Kalp.  tk 

doctor  had  gone  ofi*  to  the  castle,  to  waitii 

he  could  bring  intciligeace  of  the  final » 

suit  of  the  trial.     He  had   not  bern  c^ 

s:  rved  by  Mr.' Aubrey  amidat  the  aonibeTt 

people  who  were  about ;  and  had  at  ienf^ 

fulfilled  his  mission,  and  been  beforem 

with  Mr.  Aubrey  in  communicatiDg  the  m 

fr  rtu natc  issue  of  the  strugi^l e.    The  install 


were,  a  fallen. angel  so  far  as  concerned  the  I  that  Mr.  Aubrey  had  set  his  foot  withisAi 
^orld*9  honours  and  greatness.    T\\e  a\i\e\v-\  ^ooi^Vv^  ^«a\^>ud  vu  iha  iiaMMiioBed  0f^ 
^mtrn  of  hnmBTi  pomp  and  pTosw»niy  seercw\\it?i«ifet>^V\%V\^^»^  v%\«x^^^gvt«M^ 
^  rapidly  vanishing  in  the  dWnce,    \jv\svQV«^^<«%ao»^^^^^'^*- 
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•*  Dearest  Charles ! — ^we've  heard  it  aU 
—we  know  it  all !"  at  lennrth  they  exclaim- 
sd  in  a  breath.  '*  Thank  God  it  is  over  at 
last — and  we  know  the  worst  J— -Are  you 
well,  dearea;  Charles  ?*Mnquired  Mrs.  Au- 
drey, with  fond  anxiety. 

**  Thank  God,  my  Agnes,  I  am  well !" 
laid  Mr.  Aubrey,  much  excited —*^  and 
thank  God  that  the  dreadful  suspense  is  at 
an  end;  and  for  the  fortitude,  my  sweet 
loTes,  with  which  you  bear  the  result.  And 
bow  are  you,  my  excellent  friend  1"  con- 
inued,  he,  addressing  Dr.  Tatham,  and 
f rasping  his  hands;  '*ray  venerable  and 
>ious  friend,  — how  it  refreshes  my  heart  to 
;ee  you !  as  one  of  the  chosen  ministers  of 
hat  God  whose  creatures  we  are,  and  whose 
lispensations  we  reoeive  with  reverent  sub- 
aission  !*' 

**God  Almighty  bless  you  all,  my  dear 
riends!"  replied  Dr.  Tatham,  powerfully 
ffected.  "Believe  that  all  this  is  from 
liM !  He  has  wise  ends  in  view,  though 
re  spe  not  nor  comprehend  them!  Faint 
lot  when  ye  are  rebuked  of  Him !  If  ye 
aint  in  the  day  of  adversity,  your  stren^ 
8  small !  But  I  rejoice  to  see  your  resig- 
lation."  Aubrey,  his  wife,  and  sister, 
rere  for  a  Mr  bile  overcome  with  their  emo- 
ions. 

*'  I  assure  you  all,"  said  Aubrey,  "  I  feel 
la  if  a  very  mountain  had  been  lifted  off  my 
fieart !  How  blest  am  I  in  my  wife  and 
lister!"  A  heavenly  smile  irradiated  his 
pale  features — and  he  clasped  his  wife  and 
then  his  sister  in  his  arms.  They  wept  as 
they  tenderly  returned  his  embrace. 

•*  Heaven,"  said  he,  "  that  gave  ns  all, 
tas  taken  all ;  why  shopld  we  mnrmnr  1 
ie  will  enable  us,  if  we  pray  for  His  as- 
tstance,  to  bear  with  equanimity  our  pre- 
dnt  adversity,  as  well  as  our  past  pros- 
erity!  Come,  Agnes!  Kate!  play  the 
•oman !" 

I>r.  Tatham  sat  silent  by;  but  the  tears 
in  down  his  choeks.  At  length  Mr.  Au- 
rey  gave  them  a  general  account  of  what 
Hud  occurred  at  the  trial — and  which,  I 
fted  hardly  say,  was  listened  to  in  breath- 
108  silence. 

*«  Who  is  that  letter  from,  love,  lying  on 
le  table  V  inquired  Mr.  Aubrey,  during  a 
na^e  in  the  conversation. 
_M  It's  only  from  Johnson,  to  say  the  ehil- 
ren  are  quite  well,"  replied  Mrs.  AuVrey. 
"he  rained  parents,  as  if  by  a  Common  im- 
olse,  looked  nnutlerable  things  at  each 
ther.  Theif  the  mother  tarned  deadly  pale ; 
ind  her  hnshsnd  tenderly  kissed  her  cold 
cheek ;  WhUe  Kate  coald  •earoeiy  lesftrain 
ler  feelings.  The  excitement  of  each  7<is 
Manning  to  give  way  before  sheer  bodily 
faiS  mental  exbaaaUom;  nad  Dx.  Titham 


observing  it,  rase  to  take  his  departuve.  tt 
was  arranged  that  the  carriage  should  be  ml 
the  door  by  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to 
convey  them  baok  to  Yatt3n — and  that  Dr* 
Tatham  should  breakfast  with,  and  thenao** 
company  them  on  horseback.  He  then  took 
his  aepartum  for  the  night,  with  a  very  foU 
heart;  and  those  whom  he  left  soon  afler* 
\vard8  retired  for  the  night;  and  having  first 
invok«*d  the  mercy  and  pity  of  Heaven,  sunk 
into  slumber  and  brief  forsetfulness  of  the 
perilous  position  in  which  they  bad  beeft 
placed'by  the  event  of  the  day. 

Somewhat  different  was  the  mode  in 
which  the  night  was  spent  by  the  victori* 
ous  party.  Gammon,  as  has  been  ssen« 
was  the  first  to  congratulate  Titmouse  on 
his  splendid  success.  The  next  was  old  ^ 
Quirk,  who,  with  a  sort  of  conviction  that 
he  should  find  Gapimon  beforehand  with 
him — bustled  out  of  court,  leaving  Snap  to 
pay  tho  jury,  settle  the  court-fees,  collect 
the  papers,  and  so  forth.  Both  Quirk  and 
Snap  (as  soon  as  he  was  at  liberty,)  exhi- 
bited a  courtesy  towards  Titmouse  whteV 
had  a  strong  dash  of  reverence  in  it,  such  a« 
was  due  to  the  possessor  of  ten  thousand  a 
year;  but  Gammon  exhibited  the  tranquil 
matter-of-fact  eonfidence  of  a  man  who  had 
determined  to  be,  and  indeed  knew  that  be 
V)(u^  the  entire  master  of  Titmouse. 

«'  I — ^wish  you'd  call  a  coach,  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort,  gents.  I*m  devilish 
tired— I  am,  'pon  my  soul !"  siid  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse, yawning,  as  he  stood  on  the  atepi 
between  Quirk  and  Gammon,  waiting  lor 
Snap's  arrival.  He  was,  in  fact,  almost 
mad — bursting  with  excitement;  and  oonld 
not  stand  still  for  a  moment.  Now  he 
whistled  aloud,  loudly  and  boldly ;  then  ha 
hummed  a  bar  or  two  of  some  low  comie 
song;  and^vec  and  anon  drew  on  and  off 
his  damp  gloves  ^ith  an  air  of  petulent  im* 
petuosity.  Then  he  W  his  hand  through  his 
nair  with  careless  grace;  and  then,  with 
arms  folded  on  his  breast  for  a  moment, 
looked  eagerly,  but  with  a  wonld-be  languid 
air,  at  two  or  three  coroneted  coaches,  whidi 
one  by  one,  wiUi  their  depressed  and  disap- 
pointed inmates,  rolled  off.  At  lenfth  Lora 
Widdrington,  amidst  a  sharp,  impetaoos 
cry  of  "make  way  for  the  jndge,  there! 
make  way  for  his  lordship!"  appeared^ 
'with  a  wom-ont  air,  and  passing  close  hy 
Titmouse,  was  honoured  by  him  with  a  very 
fine  bow  indeed— not  being,  however,  in  the 
least  aware  of  the  fact— as  he  pnssed  on  te 
his  carriage.  The  steps  being  drawn  ap, 
the  door  closed ;  and  amidst  a  sharp  blast 
of  trumpets,  the  carriage  drove  slowly  off, 
preceded  and  followed  ht  lK«  w«\\-\V  '«^^»iAl» 
ants.  AW  this  ^m^  wA  c«t%TCvcw^  xna^^^ 
deep  impiesi4otkiQLi^oii^<ftvii\tAQli'^>sns«a^* 
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''Ah,**  tlioo^t  he,  with  a  sadden  sigh  of 
iningied  excitement  and  exhaastion— **  who 
knoMTs  but  /may  be  ajud^some  day!  It's 
a  devilish  pleasant  thing,  I'm  sore !  What 
a  fuss  he  most  make  wherever  he  goes! 
•iPon  my  life,  quite  delightful !"  As  there 
was  no  coach  to  be  had,  Mr.  Titmouse  was 
forced  to  walk  home,  arm-in-arm  with  Mr. 
{}nirk,  and  Mr.  Gammon,  and  followed  at  a 
little  distance  by  a  knot  of  persons,  ac- 
duainted  with  his  name  and  person,  and 
feeling  towards  him  a  strange  mixture  of 
emotions— dislike,  wonder,  contempt,  admi- 
ration. Goodness  gracious!  that  strange 
little  gentleman  was  now  worth,  it  was 
Said,  ten  thousand  a  year;  and  was  squire 
of  Yatton ! !  Old  Quirk  shook  Titmouse's 
band  with  irrepressible  enthusiasm  at  least 
a  dozen  times  on  their  way  to  the  inn ; 
^hile  Gammon  now  and  then  squeezed  his 
arm,  and  spoke,  in  an  earnest  tone,  of  the 
difficulties  yet  to  be  overcome.  On  reach- 
ing the  inn,  the  landlady,  who  was  stand- 
llBg  At  the  door,  and  had  evidently  been  on 
the  look-out  for  her  suddenly  distinguished 
guest,  received  him  with  several  most  pro- 
E)nnd  curtsies,  and  most  eager  and  respect- 
iul  inquiries  about  his  health,  as  he  haa  had 
ho  luncheon — and  asked  him  what  he  would 
be  pleased  to  have  for  his  supper.  She  add- 
ed, moreover,  that  fearing  his  former  bed- 
room might  not  have  been  to  his  mind,  she 
had  changed  it,  and  he  would  that  night 
sleep  in  the  very  best  she  had. 
'.  *' We  must  make  a  ni^ht  on't,  eh  V*  quoth 
Mr.  Quirk,  with  an  excited  air.  His  part- 
iters  assented  to  it,  as  did  Mr.  Titmouse ; 
and  cold  beef,  sausages,  fowl,  ham,  beef- 
steaks, and  mutton  diops,  were  ordered  to 
be  in  readiness  in  half  an  hour's  time. 
Soon  afterwards  Mr.  Titmouse  followed  the 
chambermaid  to  his  new  bedroom. 

**  This  is  the  room  we  always  nve  to 
qoality  folk — when  we  get  them,  said 
she,  as  she  laid  his  candle  on  the  drawers, 
and  looked  with  a  little  triumph  round  the 
room. 

*'  Ah— yes!-»'pon  xny  soul— -quite  right— 
iJways  ido  your  oest  for  quality !  liovely 
gal— eh  V  Here  he  chocKed  her  under  the 
chin,  and  seemed  disposed  to  imprint  a  kiss 
upon  her  cheek :  but,  with  a  **  Lord,  sir—- 
that's  not  the  way  quality  folks  behave!" 
^e  modestly  withdrew.  Titmouse,  left 
alone,  first  threw  himself  on  the  bed ;  then 
started  off,  and  walked  about;  then  sat 
down;  then  danced  about;  then  took  off  his 


the  n)ad-side  for  a  while  woald  he  on  istaa 
being  suddenly  flung  into  it  by  a  c)Sd.,| 
When  Messrs.  Quirk  and  Snap  wpre,  ifts 
their  sort,  as  excited  as  even  Mr.  Titaoot 
was,  Mr.  Gammon,  retiring  tohisbednxia, 
and  ordering  thither,  pens,  ink,  and  papa 
sat  down  and  wrote  the  following  letter: 

**York,  5th  Apf«,l*-. 

**My  dear  sir, — ^The  very  firsi'leisa 
ii>oment  1  have,  1  devote  to  informing  ja 
as  one  of  the  most  intimate  friends  of « 
highly-respected  client,  Mr.  Tiimmsf,  ? 
the  brilliant  event  which  has  just  oo^isi 
Af\er  a  most  severe  and  protracted  sirawV 
of  two  days,  (the  attorney-general  bnij 
come  down  special  on  the  other  side]  ^ 
jury,  many  of  them  the  chief  ^enilemws 
the  county,  have  within  this  last  hour? 
turned  a  verdict  in  favour  of  our  coroi 
friend,    Mr.    Titmouse,  —  thereby   dpct 
ring   him   entitled    to    the    whole  oTi 
estates  at  Yatton,  (ten    thousand  t  jv 
rent-roll,  at  least,)  and,  by  coiis«<}iifB 
to   an  immense  accumulation  of  b^ 
rents,  which  must  be  made  up  to  feia  ^ 
his  predecessor,  who,  with  all  bis  pover^ 
party,  and  in  spite    of  the  unscro 
means  resorted  to,  to  defeat  the  tndidjt 
tice,  is  dismayed  beyond  expressioji  u  ^ 
result  of  this  grand  struggle— unprecei^ 
ed  in  the  annals  of  modem  litioatioB.  ft 
result  has  given  lively  satisfactioa  iiili 
parts— it  i^  plain  that  your  friendi  Mr.^ 
mouse,  will  very  soon  become  a  ^  II 
in  society. 

**  To  you,  my  dear  sir,  as  an  early  a< 
valued  friend  of  our  interesting  clio^ 
down  to  communicate  the  earliest  itit 
gence  of  this  most  important  event;  i^' 
trust  that  you  will,  with  cor  lesptf* 
compliments,  communicate  this  happjc^- 
to  your  amiable  family — who,  I  am  pa*  '  JJ'r'^o 
dedy  must  ever  feel  a  very  wann  iuw^  ^  w 
our  client's  welfare.  He  is  dow,  biuJ 
enough,  much  excited  with  his  enn^ 
nary  good  fortune,  to  which  ^^.''^ 
too  proud  and  happy  to  have  cootiibcnf 
our  numble,  but  strenuous  and  loof^ 
nued  exertions.  He  begs  me  to  ti^^ 
most  cordial  feelihgs  towards  yoOf"*! 
say,  that  on  his  return  to  town,  S«tinUf 
will  be  one  of  the  very  first  i^\ 
whiifih  he  will  call.  In  the  mean  tji^j 
beg  you  will  believe  me,  mydeii«<J 
with  the  best  complimentB  of  mj^^ 
partners,  yours  most  ainoerelf  , 

•'  OiLT  Gawi* 

**  Ttenu  Tagng,  Biq.,  *«.,  ktn  ^^ 
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coat ;  then  threw  himself  on  the  bed  again ; 

hummed,  whistled,  jumped  up  again — in  a 
BOii  of  wild  ecstasy,  or  deliriuta.    InsKoict) 

ixispiaio  thathewasDotmaaierofYivaiBcAi. .        . ..    ^   ^. 

In  m%  his  little  mind  was  as  ag>taXod\>^\Oaxim»Ti\o\«xsffl^K^^«>ib^'^'^^ 
^e  daj'«  erent,  as  a  amall  green  pud^e\ii\«aVa.Vm%Tia^^m«»R\wj\^^^ 
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he  sealed  it  up  and  directed  it.  He 
came  down  stairs  to  BU]>per,  having 
ient  the  letter  off  to  the  post  office. 

a  merry  meal  was  that  same  supper ; 
Itmouse,  Mr.  Quirk,  and  Mr.  Snap, 
most  to  bursting;  Gammon  was  more 
lent— hut  took  a  far  greater  quantity 
isual  of  the  bouncing  bottled  porter, 
ird  port,  and  fiery  sherry,  which  his 
Hiions  drank  as  if  they  had  been  but 
.    Then  came  in  the  spirits— with  hot 

and  cold;  and  to  these  all  present 
nple justice;  in  fact  it  was  very  hard 
ly  one  to  resist  the  other's  entreaties; 
vamraon  in  doe  time  felt  himself 
— but  seemed  as  if,  on  such  an  occa- 
le  had  no  help  for  it.  Every  one  of 
rtners,  at  different  stages  of  the  eve- 
made  a  speech  to  Titmouse,  and  nro- 

his  health ;  who,  of  course,  replied 
h,  and  drank  the  health  of  each.   Pre- 

old  Quirk  sung  a  comic  song,  in  a 
iismal  key ;  and  then  he  and  Snap 
in  one  called  ^''Handcuff  v.  Halter  r 
lich  Gammon  laughed  heartily,  and 
)d  with  that  degree  of  pleased  at- 
1,  which  showed  thathe  had  resolved, 
ce  at  least,  to  abandon  himself  to  the 
nent  of  the  passing  hour.  Then  Tit- 
>  began  to  speak  of  what  he  should 

soon  as  he  had  *'  touched  -the  shi- 
^his  companions  entering  into  all 
^e  schemes  with  a  sort  o^  affectionate 
(iasm.  At  length  old  Mr.  Quirk,  after 
rns  lauffhing,  crying,  singing,  and 
Xt  leaned  back  in  his  chair,  with  his 
nptied  tumbler  of  brandy  and  water 
liand,  and  fell  fast  asleep.  Gammon 
1  spite  of  all  he  could  do,  began — 
ice  take  it ! — to  feel  and  exhibit  the 
of  a  hasty  and  hearty  meal,  and  his 
anusual  potations,  especially  after 
»ng  abstinence  and  intense  anxiety 
lad  experienced  during  the  previous 
.ys.  He  had  intended  to  have  seen 
clII  under  the  table;  but  he  began 
Jly  to  feel  a  want  of  control  over 
f,  his  thoughts,  and  feelings,  which 

disquieted  him,  as  he  now  and  then 
:  glimpses  of  the  extent  to  which  it 
roceeding.  («/n  vino  verittu^^^  pro- 
translated,  means— that  when  a  man 
y  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  you 
strong  manifestation  of  his  real  cl)^- 
.  The  vain  man  is  vainer;  the  volu- 
lore  voluble;  the  morose,  more  mo- 
the  detractor,  more  detracting;  the 
bant,  more  sycophantic,  and  so  forth. 

Gammon  was  a  oold,  cautious,  long- 

d    schemer;  and    as   the  fumes  of 

mounted   up  into  his   bead,  they 

ncreased  the  action  and  intensity  of 

guaJJttea  for  whioh^  whea  sober,  he 

a  9 


was- so  pre-eminently  distinguished,  only 
that  there  was  a  half-consciou^  want  of  co- 
herency and  subordination.  The  impulse 
and  the  habit  were  present;  but  there 
seemed  a  strange  disturbing  force :  in  short 
— what  is  the  use  of  disguising  matters  t 
Gammon  was  getting  very  drunk ;  and  he 
felt  very  sorry  tor  it — but  it  was  too  late. 
In  due  time  the  dismal  eflbrt  tud  to  appear 
drunk,  ceased ;— a  great  relief!  Silent  and 
more  silent  he  became;  more  and  more 
thoughtful;  more  and  more  observant  of 
the  motions  of  Snap  and  Titmouse ;  more 
and  more  complicated  and  profound  in  his 
schemes  and  purposes;  and  at  length  he 
felt  as  if  by  some  incomprehensible  means, 
he  were  taking  AimM^in-^-inveigling  him- 
self;  at  which  point,  after  a  vain  attempt 
to  understand  his  exact  position  with  refer- 
ence to  himself,  he  slowly,  but  rather  un- 
steadily rose  from  his  chair ;  looked  waib 
an  unsettled  eye  at  Titmouse  for  nearly  a 
minute ;  a  queer  smile  now  and  then  flitted 
across  his  features ;  and  he  presently  riuog 
the  bell.  Boots  having  obeyed  the  sWr 
mons.  Gammon,  with  a  very  tarbid  brain, 
followed  him  to  the  door,  with  a  most  des- 
perate effort  to  walk  thither  steadily— but 
in  vain.  Having  reached  his  room,  he  sat 
down  with  a  sort  of  suspicion  that  he  had 
said  or  done  something  to  commit  himself. 
Vain  was  the  attempt  to  wind  up  his 
watch ;  and  at  length  he  gave  it  up,  with  a 
faint  curse.  With  only  one  stocking  off, 
after  four  or  five  times  trying  to  blow  out 
his  candle  in  vain,  ha  succeeded,  and  ^ot 
into  bed;  his  head,  however,  occupying 
the  place  in  the  bed  assigned  to  his  feet. 
He  lay  asleep  for  about  half-an-hour— and 
then  experienced  certain  insupportable  sen- 
sations. He  was  indeed  very  miserable; 
and  lost  all  thoughts  of  what  would  become 
of  Titmouse— of  Quirk  and  Snap— in  his 
own  indisposition. 

*^  I  say  Snap,'*  quoth  Titmouse  with  a 
grin,  and  putting  his  finger  to  his  nose,  as 
soon  as  Gammon  had  (quitted  the  room  in 
the  manner  above  described — ^'  Mr.  Quirk 
ain't  much  company  for  us,  just  now— -> 
eh  1— -Shall  we  go  out  and  have  some  fun  1" 

««Walk  will  do  us  good— yes.  Go 
where  you  like.  Titmouse,"  replied  Snap, 
who,  though  young,  was  a  thoroughly  sea- 
soned vessel,  and  could  hold  a  great  deal 
of  drink  without  seeming,  or  really  being 
much  the  worse  for  it.  As  for  Titmouse, 
happily  for  him;  (seeing  that  he  was  so 
soon  to  have  the  command  of  unlimited 
means,  unless  indeed  the  envious  fates 
should  in  the  mean  time  interpose  to  dash 
the  brimful  cup  ftomVi\»c^\gw  \v^%^iV^''w*^ 
becomixkff  more  ami  mcit^  %«cc«aN«Kv^\»'^% 
effect  o?  duE^*,  "wYvviV  \i3w^.>  >aJ^  ^»  "^^ 
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ment  I  am  speaking  of,  no  other  effect  than  |  Snap  having  mnttered   sotn^stfiint^  M 


to  elevatr;  his  spirits  up  to  the  pitch  of  in- 
definite dhrinjr  and  enterprise.  •♦  'Pon  my 
lifa^  Snap,  e^uldnU  we  stand  another  tum- 
bler— sh  1  Warm  us  for  the  night  air!" 

•*  What  sliall  it  be  ?"  quoth  Snap,  rinMg 
the  bell— »»  Whiskey  V 

'*  Devil  knows,  and  devil  earee  !**  replied 
Mr.  Titmouse  recklessly:  and  presently 
there  stood  before  the  friends  two  smokinor 
tumblers  of  what  the^  had  ordered.  Imme- 
diately after  disposmgr  of  them,  the  two 
gentlemen,  quite  up  to  the  mark,  as  they 
expressed  it—each  with  a  eigar  in  his 
month,  sallind  forth  in  quest  of  adventures. 
Titmouse  feit  that  he  had  now  become  a  gen- 
tleman ;  and  his  taste  and  feelings  prompted 
him  to  pursue,  as  early  as  possible,  a  gen- 
tlemanly line  of  conduct— particularly  ih 
his  amusements.  It  was  now  past  twelve ; 
•and  the  narrow  old-fashioned  streets  of  York, 
silent  and  deserted,  formed  a  strong  contrast 
with  the  streets  of  London  at  the  same  hour, 
n^^l^  seemed  scarcely  to  admit  of  much  sport 
^^TOt  sport  our  friends  were  determined  to 
have ;  and  the  ninrht  air  aiding  the  effect  of 
their  miscellaneous  potations,  they  soon 
became  somRwhat  excited  and  violent.  Yet 
it  see.ned  didicult  to  get  up  a  rouy— for  no 
one  was  visible  in  any  direction.  Snap 
suddenly  shouted  "  Fire !"  at  the  top  of  his 
voice,  and  Titmouse  joined  him;  wh'^n 
havinnr  hf*ard  half-a-dozen  windows  hastily 
thrown  up  by  the  dismayed  inhabitants 
whom  the  alarmed  sounds  had  aroused 
from  slec^p,  they  scampered  off  at  their  top 
•peed.  In  another  part  of  the  town,  they 
yelled,  and  whistled,  and  crowed  like 
cocks,  and  m'^wed  like  cats — ^the  two  last 
being  accom^ilishments  in  which  Titmouse 
was  very  eminent— and  again  took  to  their 
heels. 

Then  th*»v  contrived  to  twist  a  few 
knock -^rs  off  doors,  pull  bells,  and  break  a 
few  wind  fws;  and  while  exercising  their 
•kill  in  this  la^^t  branch  of  the  night^s 
amusf^inent.  Titmouse,  in  the  very  net  of 
aiminr  a  stone  which  took  effect  in  the 
middle  of  a  bed-room  window,  was  sur> 
prised  by  an  old  watchman  waddling  round 
the  corner.  Hn  was  a  feeble  asthmatic  old 
'  man ;  so  Smp  knocked  him  down  at  once, 
and  Tit-n  »tMe  blew  out  the  candle  in  his 
lantHfn.  which  he  then  jumped  upon  and 
smis'ieJ  topiTes.and  knocked  his  hat  over 
his  pyr^.  Saap,  on  some  strange  nnac- 
count  ible  i'.npulrje,  wrested  the  rattle  out 
of  the  p'^^r  creature's  hand,  and  sprung  it 
loudly.  This  broutrht  several  old  watchmen 
from  rffTt?rRnt  quarters;  and  a<]red  numbers 


demanding  to  look  at    the  warratA^  ■! 
then  about  a  malicious  arrest  and  fiki 
imprisonment,  sunk  on  a  form,  and  Ihtt 
down  upon  the  floor,  and  fell  fast  asktpi 
Titmouse,  for  a  while,  showed  a  very  r» 
lute  front,  and  swore  a  g^reat  manyoMh, 
that  he  would  fight  the  Boots  at  the  in  fit 
five  shillings,  u  he  dared  ahow  hinMl^ 
but  all  of  a  sudden,  his  spirits  collapsed,! 
it  were,  and  he  sunk  on  the  floor,  aad  n 
grievously    indisposed,    for    some  lum 
About  nine  o'clock  the    contents  of  ^ 
cage,  vis..  Snap,  Titmouse,  two  fanna 
boys  who  had  been  caught  stealing  cak 
an  old  beggar,  and  a  young  piek-mii 
were  conveyed  before  the  I^ird  Majoi;! 
answer  for  their  several  misdeeds.  Sif 
was  wofu  11 V  crestfallen.     He  had  sent  I 
the  landlord  of  the  inn  where  they  bi^pi 
up,  to  come  on  their  behalf,  to  the)Mui» 
House ;  but  he  told  Quirk  of  the  isMiy 
he  had  receivedO  ^r-  Q^iirk  finding  ■ 
Gammon  could  not  leave  his  room  thni^ 
severe  indisposition<Qtbe  very  first  daf  ■ 
Mr.  Quirk  had  ever  seen  or  heard  of  bl^ 
ing  so  overtaken — set  off  in  a  very  moftif 
and  angry  mood,  in  quest  of  his  bo|*8 
cli<»nt  and  junior  partner.     They  wm ill 
truly  dismal  pickle.  Titinonse  palptsM 
his  clothes  disordered,  and  one  of  hbdMl 
collars  torn  off;  Snap  sat  i>eside  him  viii 
sheepish  ^ir,  looking  as  if  he  could  bn^ 
keep  his  eyes  open.  At  hhn  Mr.  Quirk  li* 
ed  with  keen  indignation,  butspckeitft 
him  nor  for  him ;  for  Titmouse,  howefSjIi 
expressed  greatcommiseration,  andefltna 
his  lordship  to  overlook  the  little  roiswd^ 
of  which  he  (Titmouse)  in  a  moment  flf# 
treme  excitement,  had  been  guilty,  m w 
dition  of  his  making  amends  for  the  o^ 
both  to  person  and  property,  of  whi^ 
had  been  guilty.     By  this  time  his  i 
had  become  aware  of  the  names  aod  ci 
stances  of  the  two  delinquents;  aod 
leeturin?  them  very  severely,  he  fined 
five  shillings  a-pieee  for  being  dmnt 
permitted  them  to  be  discharged,  en 
promising  never  to  oflfend  in  the  like 
again,  and  pa3nns  three  pounds  by  vif 
compensation  to  3ie  watchman,  and  o* 
two  persons  whose  knockers   they  ••, 
proved  to  have  wrenched  off,  and  ^"^ 
t%have  broken.     His  lordship  h^d  dehji 
the  case  of  Messrs.  Snap  and  Tiunoi**" 
the  last;  chiefly  because,  as  soon  as  he  v 
found  ont  who  Mr.  Titmouse  was,  it  «e* 
red  to  him  that  he  would  make  a  sort  of^ 
tie  star  at  the  great  ball  to  be  givea  bf» 
Lady  Mayoress  that  evening.    As  ff^ 
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prevaUint]r  a^fiinst  youthful  spiT\V-^>\e  tw(»\  1i(ietc>^(VT%^ v^ ^%  ^Vv'm^  had  be'^n  di^<J 
ifrerpQwered  and  conveyed  to  the  Qikg^,p-.\VmY9as&lQ(t%\fiL<)!D^t\v^\v^^ 
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V8,  having  fthat  the  door,  he  gently  chi« 

Mr.  Titmouse  for  the  indiscretion  of 
cU  he  had  been  guilty,  and  of  which  it  was 
to  have  been  expected  that  a  gentleman 
lis  consequence  in  the  county  would  be 
Ity.  His  lordship  begged  him  to  con- 
ix  the  station  which  he  was  now  called 
Dccupy;  and,  in  alluding  to  the  signal 
nt  (.f  the  preceding  day,  warmly  congra- 
ited  him  upon  it;  and,  by  the  way,  his 
Uh.p  trusted  that  Mr.  Titmouse  would, 
he  evening,  favour  the  Lady  Mayoress 

himself  with  his  company  at  the  ball* 
$re  they  would  be  proud  of  the  opportu- 

of  introducing  him  to  some  of  the  gen- 
>r  the  county,  amongst  whom  his  future 
in  life  was  likely  to  be  cast  Mr.  Tit- 
se  listened  to  all  this  as  if  he  were  in  a 
m.  His  brain  (the  little  of  it  that  he 
)  was  ^et  in  a  most  unsettled  state ;  as 
vras  his  stomach.  When  he  heard  the 
la  "  Lady  Mayoress,"  "  ball,"  **man- 
-liouse,"  "  gentry  of  the  county,'*  and 
srth,  a  dim  vision  of  splendour  flashed 
r«  his  eyes ;  and  with  a  desperate  effort, 
B9ured  the  Lord  Mayor  that  he  should 
^ry  uncommon  proud  to  accept  the  in- 
ion,  if  he  were  well  enough,  but  just 

^he  was  uncommon  ill. 

is  lordship  pressed  him  to  take  a  glass 
^  ater,  to  revive  him  and  settle  his  sto- 
h ;  but  Mr.  Titmouse  declined  it,  and 
t^  afterwards  quitted  the  i^m ;  and  leMi- 
^a  the  arm  of  Mr.  Qukk,  set  off  home- 
i — Snap  walking  beside  him  in  silence, 

i^  very  quaint  disconcerted  air— net 
■T  taken  the  least  notice  of  by  Mr.  Quirk. 
^ey  passed  along,  they  encountered 
'^l  ot  the  barristers  on  their  way  to 
^  sind  others,  who  recognised  Titmouse; 
^ith  a  smile,  evidently  formed  a  pretty 
'^te  guees  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
'l.tiroph  of  the  preceding  day  had  been 
■"^ted.  Mr.  Quirk,  filling  that  Mr, 
C3i»on  was  far  too  much  indisposed  to 
of  quitting  York,  at  all  events  till  a 
Konr  in  the  evening,  and  Indeed  that 
oiise  was  similarly  sitaated— with  a 
grace  consented  to  then|^U>pping 
,and  himself,  with  Snap— the  former 
the  latter  outside-shaving  settled 

^ost  of  the  witnesses,  leaving  the  re- 

^er,  with  their  own  expenses  at  the 
be  settled  by  Mr.  Gammon-'-eet  off, 
n  by  the  tvro  o'clock  coach.  It  was, 
,  high  time  for  them  to  return ;  for  the 
^^sed  inmates  of  Newgats  were  getting 
on  account  of  the  protracted  ^sence 
^eir  kind  tfnd  confidential  advisers. 
^n  they  left,  both  Gammon  end  Tit- 
^«  were  in  bed.    The  tenner,  however, 

%i  to  revive,  short)/  afier  the  coach 
^  eoBveyed  away  hh  teaptdiad  oo- 


partners,  and  the  ffuaid's  horn  had  ceased* 
to  be  heard ;  and  about  an  hour  afterwards 
he  descended  from  his  room,  a  great  deal 
the  better  for  the  duties  of  the  toilette,  aniil 
a  bottle  of  soda-water  with  a  little  branny 
in  it.    A  cup  of  strong  tea,  and  a  slice  or 
two  of  dry  toast,  set  him  entirely  to  rights— 
and  then  Gammon— the  calm,  serene,  astute , 
Gammon — ^was  **  himself  again."  >  Had  ha 
said  any  thing  indiscreet,  or  in  an]^  way 
committed  himself,  over  night?— thought- 
he,  as  he  sat  alone,  with  folded  arms,  try*' 
ing  to  recollect  what  had  taken  place,     lie - 
hoped  not— but  had  no  means  of  ascertain- 
ing.   Then  he  entered  upon  a  long  and- 
anxious  considenction  of  the  position  of' 
affairs  since  the  great  comet  of  the  prece- 
ding evening.     The  only  deftnite  objeel' 
which  he  had  in  view,  personally,  in  enter- 
ing into  the  affair,  was  the  obtaining  that 
ascendancy  over  Titmouse,  in  the  event  of 
his  becommg  possessed  of  the  magnificent 
fortune  they  were  in  quest  offer  him,  which 
might  enable  him,  in  one  way  or  another,  tQ 
elevate  his  own  position  in  society,  and  se* 
cure  for  himself  permanent  and  Wid  advan- 
tages.   In  the  progress  of  the  affair,  how*' 
ever,  new  views  presented  themseWes  to  bis 
mind. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  afternoon  Tit- 
mouse recovered  sufficiently  to  make  his 
appearance  down  stairs.  Soon  aftt^r^vaidSf 
Gammon  proposed  a  walk  as  the  day  was  fine« 
and  the  brisk  fresh  country  air  would  be 
efficacious  in  restoring  Titmouse  to  his  wont- 
ed health  and  spirits.  His  suggostion  was 
adopted ;  and  Soon  afterwards  might  hav9 
been  seen,  Gammon,  supporting  on  his  arm 
his  languid  and  interesting  client,  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse, making  his  way  to  the  river;  along 
whose  quiet  and  pleasing  bartks  they  walk-< 
ed  for  nearly  a  eouple  of  hours,  in  close  con- 
vocation; during  which.  Gammon,  by  re- 
peated and  various  efforts,  succeeded  in 
producing  an  impression  on  Titmouse's 
mind,  that  the  good  fortune  which  8e<*.med 
now  within  his  reach  had  been  secured  for 
him  by  the  enterprise,  skill,  and  caution  of 
one,  Mr.  Gammon  only,  who  would,  more- 
over, continue  to  devote  himself  to  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse's interests,  and  protect  him  from  the 
designs  of  those  who  would  endeavour  to 
take  advantage  of  him.  Mr.  Grammon  also 
dropped  one  or  two  vague  hints  that  lii»— 
Titmouse's  continuance  in  the  enjoymt^nt  of 
the  Yatton  property  would  always  depend 
upon  the  will  and  power  of  him,  the  afore- . 
said  Gammon ;  in  whose  hands  were  moel 
unsuspected,  bnt  potent  weapons.  Andt 
indeed,  it  is  not  at  all  impossible  thai  suck 
may  prove  to  be  really  tb^  cilw^% 

\Vhat  1  diffeteixte  \%  >^\«^TVi  WvtcwTv  t«ib^ 
and  aiAB,  la  tecra^  mm^  A:vav«ft!^«wk,%TA.\j*. 
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tellect!  Compare  together  the  two  individuals 
now  walking  slowly,  arm-in-arm,  beside  the 
Bweet  Ouse ;  and  supposing  one  to  have  de- 
signs upon  the  other — disposed  to  ensnare 
and  overreach  him — what  chance  has  the 
shorter  gentleman!  Compare  even  their 
countenances — what  a  difference! 

Gammon  heard  with  uneasiness  of  Tit- 
mouse's intention  to  go  to  the  Lady  May- 
oress's ball  tliat  evening ;  and,  for  many  rea- 
sons, resolved  that  he  should  not.  In  vain, 
howeT^%  did  Gammon  try  to  persuade  him 
that  he  was  asked  only  to  be  turned  into 
ridicule,  for  that  almost  every  body  there 
would  be  in  the  interest  of  the  Aubreys,  and 
bitterly  opposed  to  him,  Mr.  Titmouse ;  in 
spite  of  these  and  all  other  representations, 
Titmouse  expressed  his  determination  to 
go  to  the  ball ;  on  which  Gammon,  with 
a  good-natured  smile,  exclaimed,  *'  Well, 
well!"  and  withdrew  his  opposition. — 
Shortly  after  their  return  from  their  walk, 
they  sate  down  to  dinner;  and  Gammon, 
with  a  cheerful  air,  ordered  a  bottle  of  cham- 
pagne, of  which  he  drank  about  a  glass 
and  a  half,  and  Titmouse  the  remainder. 
That  put  him  into  a  humour  to  take  more 
wine  without  mnc\\  pressing ;  and  he  swal- 
lowed, in  rapid  succession,  a  glass  of  ale, 
and  seven  or  eight  glasses  of  port  and 
sherry.  By  this  time  he  had  forgotten  all 
about  the  ball,  and  clamoured  for  brandy 
and  water.  Gammon,  however,  saw  that 
his  end  was  answered.  Poor  Titmouse  was 
becoming  rapidly  more  and  more  helpless ; 
and  within  half  an  hour's  time,  was  assisted 
to  his  bedroom  in  a  very  sad  state.  Thus 
Gammon  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his 
benevolent  design  accomplished,  although 
it  pained  him  to  think  of  the  temporary  in- 
convenience occasioned  to  the  unconscious 
rafferer;  who  had,  however,  escaped  the 
devices  of  those  who  wished  publicly  to 
expose  his  inexperience;  and  as  for  the 
means  which  Gammon  had  resorted  to  in 
Older  to  effect  his  purpose— why,  he  may 
be  supposed  to  have  had  a  remoter  object 
in  view,  early  to  disgust  him  with  intempe- 
rance. 

Alas !  how  disappointed  were  the  Mayor 
and  Mayoress,  that  thmr  queer  little  lion 
didiu>t  make  his  appearance  in  the  gay  and 
brilliant  scene !  How  many  had  they  told 
that  he  was  coming !  The  three  daughters 
were  almost  bursting  with  vexation  and 
astonishmenC  They  had  been  disposed  to 
entertain  a  warmer  feeling  than  that  of 
mere  curiosity  towards  the  new  owner  of 
an  estate  worth  ten  thousand  a  year— had 
drawn  lots  which  of  them  was  first  to  dance 


watch  it  with  interest.  Wa8be,tM^ 
to  neglect  this  opportunity  of  sh'pfiif f 
^  YattOD--and  the  straw  mmn^^^ 
term— a  general  election  looked  fort  > 
Mr.  Quicksilver,  really  regrettfd  *•♦ 
sence  of  his  Utile  fnend  ^  efieot,  i 
Titmouse*  ■, 

Thus,  and  by  such  persons,  vu^^J^ 

grounds,  was  lamented  the  absence  »J^ 

with  him ;  »nd  had  told  all  their  fn«nd%  0Ti\T\\ntfi\«fc^woLthft  ball^of  the  LadfJ^F 
which  ofibem  the  lot  had  Ca\>eii:  V\\e\\Ae»,c^'^ctV%  xtfs«i^\v^vsm>V«s«iflC         ,-m.] 
agmitt,  many  oi  the  county  peopVe  uiiiv^x^dA^wiBfe^VsMSti^^^X^ 


fVom  time  to  time,  of  the  chagrined  M 
Mayor  and  Mayoress,  when  **  Mr.  Tick^ 
mouse,"  ••Mr.  Tipmouse/*  **Mr.  Tipfl^ 
battle,"  or  ••whatever  his  name  migbtbe,* 
was  coming;  full  of  real  curiosity,  wkA 
tinctured,  however,  with  disgust  and  e» 
tempt,  to  see  the  interesting  stranger,  vk 
had  suddenly  acquired  so  comraaixiiBft 
station  in.  the  county,  so  Btr9iig  a  claiB  t 
their  sympathy  and  respect. 

Then,  again,  there  was  a  rery  gretifis 
there,  exhibiting  for  a  short  time  odj,  fk 
also  wished  to  see  the  little  lion,  aod  ei 
pressed  keen  regrets  that  it  was  not  te 
according  to  appoii^lment.  The  great  & 
was  Mr.  Quicksilver,  who  had  stepped  i 
for  about  half  an  hour,  merely  to  shov  h» 
self;  and  when  he  heard  of  the  eifiei 
arrival  of  his  little  client,  it  occanedi 
Mr.  Quicksilver,  who  could  see  wid 
inches  beyond  by  no  means  a  short  ooi 
that  Mr.  Titmouse  had  ^ned  a  vsA 
which  would  very  soon  make  him  pebm 
the  borough  of  Fo/^on— that  be 
would  not  think  of  sitttpe  for  the 
himself,  and  that  a  litUe  public 
bestowed  upon  Mr.  Titmouse,  by  tbefitf 
Mr.  Quicksilver,  one  of  the  coQuell 
whose  splendid  exertioiks  he  was  'oM 
for  his  all,  might  be,  as  it  were,  kd 
throum  upon  the  toaiers^  to  be  founi  ^ 
many  days.  It  was  true  that  Mr.  <M 
silver,  in  a  bitter  strain  of  eloquent  a» 
tive,  had  repeatedly  denounced  the  tffm 
of  close  and  rotten  boroughs ;  but  his  M 
all  the  while,  secretly  rebelled;  uih^ 
ki^w  that  a  snug  borough  was  a  thstft 
every  account  not  to  be  sneezed  it  I 
sat  for  one  himself,  though  be  hi  n  kw^^^ 
contested  several  counties;  bat  tfotm  ^ip^ 
expensive  and  harassing  work;  vlM  f^jt^^ 
borough  for  which  he  at  present  sat,  hn  Mki, 
paid  far  too  high  a  price  for.  He  hdn  «|Vq^j 
objection  to  the  ei^tence  of  close  borMm  <  IqLj^ 
but  only  to  so  manj  of  them  beiitf  ii4  *i!l  be  * 
hands  of  the  opposite  party;  and  the m  ibe  ^^^ 
latnre  has  since  recognized  the  disdsw  jpletdgQ, 
and  acted  upon  it.  Here,  howeffff^  «QBofQ 
the  case  of  a  borough  which  ^^^^4  ^^od< 
change  hands,  and  pass  from  T«]f4  ^ptksti 
Whig;  and  could  Mr.  QuiekBilver  tit|  ^^^^ 
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od  an  assembly.  Ab  soon 
ion  had  seen  him  j^roperly  at- 
and  expressed  an  anxioo^  sjfm- 
bim,  he  set  out  for  &  walk— a 
iry  walk  round  the  ancient  walls 
If,  on  a  fine  niffht,  yon  look  up 
:y,  and  see  it  Reaming  with  in- 
stars,  and  then  fix  your  eye  in- 
loui  wavering,  upon  some  one 
iver  yinid  ana  bnlli^t  may  be 
8  immediate  vicinitylf^  they  will 
itterly,  and  that  on  which  your 
.  will  seem  alone  in  its  glory — 
.  the  firmaii^t.  Something  of 
ippened  wip  Mr.  Grammon  when 
is  of  Yortt— now  slowly,  then 
king,  now  standing,  then  sittingr; 
cts  which  generally  occupied  his 
ided  away,  before  one  on  which 
e^e  was  ^en  fixed  with  unwa- 
LSity — ^the  visage  of  Miss  Aubrey. 

fruit  that  was  on  the  eye  of  drop- 
le  hands  of  the  firm— ten  thou- 
Is — ^the  indefinite  and  yaried  ad- 
>  him^f,  personally,  to  which 

succqpes  might  be  turned,  all 

Whs^t  would  he  not  undergo, 
d  he  not  sacrifice  to  secure  the 
Iss  Aubrey  1  Beautifhl  being- 
ice,   elegance,    refinement;— -to 

would  eleyate  him  in  the  scale 
it  would  purify  his  feelings,  it 
)ble  his  nature.    What  was  too 

desperate  to  be  undertaken  to 
rize  so  glorious  as  this?  He 
ong  reyery,  till,  roused  by  a  chill 
It  air,  he  rose  from  his  seat  upon 
iches  in  the  walls ;— how  lonety, 
f  he  felt !  He  walked  on  rapidly, 
lat  suited  the  heated  and  rapid 
houghts  that  passed  through  his 

aye  not  a  chance— not  a  chanbe  !** 
I  thought  to  himself—^'  That  girl 
luder  in  her  poverty,  than  ever 
have  been  in  her  wealth  and 
Who  am  II — a  pa^er  in  the 
rk.  Gammon,  and  Snap;  a  firm 
r  with  the  profession;  looking 
from  polluted  sources,  with  a 
reants  for  clients— faufirh !  faugh ! 
aminated  and  degraded!  My 
s  against  me ;  it  is  growing  into 
We  must  push  our  advantage 
(t  be  driven  from  Yatton — he, 
r  them ;  yes,  all.'*  He  paused 
ime,  and  a  sort  of  pang  passed 
t  mind.  "The^  are  to  make 
itmouse ! — for  Titmouse ! !  And 
s  her — bah  /"  He  involuntarily 
)ound  fiercely,  and  aloud,  ''But 
illy  is  in  lore  with  Miss  Aubrey 
w"/ — ab  /— /  oBn  turn  it  to  good 


purpose :  it  will  gire  me,  by  the  way,  a  hold 
upon  the  little  fool ;— I  will  make  him  be* 
lieve  that  through  my  means  he  may  obtain 
Miss  Aubrey !— Misery  may  make  her  ac- 
cessible; I  can  easily  brinj^  myself  into  con- 
itact  with  them,  in  their  ^stress;  for  there 
are  the  mesne  profits — the  mesne  profits! 
My  God !  how  glorious,  but  how  oreadful 
an  engine  are  they !  They  will  help,  to  bat- 
ter down  the  hidi  wall  of  pride  that  sur- 
rounds them  ana  herf  but  it  will  require 
infinite  care  and  tact  in  the  use  of  such  an 
engine !  I  will  be  all  delicacy — gentleness 
— fi|enerosity;  I  will  appear  friendly  to  her, 
and  to  her  brother;  ana,  if  needs  must  be, 
why,  he  must  be  crushed.  There  is  no  help 
for  it.  He  looks  decidedly  a  man  of  inteU 
lect.  I  wonder  how  he  bears  it,  how  they 
all  bear  it,  how  she  bears  it.  Btggared 
beauty — there^s  something  touch ins^  in  the 
very  sound.  How  little  they  think  of  the 
power  that  is  at  this  moment  m  my  hands  !** 
Here  a  long  interval  elapted,  during  which 
his  thoughts  had  wandered  towards  more 
practical  matters.  *'  If  they  don't  get  a  rule 
nisi,  next  term,  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to 
ask  them  what  course  they  intend  to  pur- 
sue :  Gad,  they  may,  if  so  disposed,  hold 
out  for — -how  very  cold  it  is !"  He  but- 
toned his  coat— *' and  what  have  I  been 
thinking  of  1  Really  I  have  been  dreaming; 
^r  am  1  as  great  a  fool  as  Tittlebat  f"  , 
Within  a  few  minutes'  lime  he  had  quitted 
the  walls,  and  descended  through  one  of 
^e-turreted  gateways' into  the  town.» 

When,  about  seven  o'clock  on  the  loom- 
ing afler  the  delivery  of  the  verdict,  which, 
if^sustained,  consigned  the  Aubreys  to  beg- 
gary, they  met  to  partake  of  a  slight  and 
nasty  breakfast  before  setting  off  for  Y  atton ; 
the  countenances  of  each  bore  the  traces  of 
great  sufiering,  and  also  of  the  efforts  made 
to  conceal  iL  They  sainted  each  other 
with  fervent  affection,  each  attempting  a 
smile— but  a  smile  how  wan  and  forced! 
*'  The  moment  has  arrived,  dear  Agnes  and 
Kate,"  said  her  brother,  with  a  fond  *air,  but 
a  firm  voice,  as  his  sister  was  preparing  tea 
in  silence,  fearful  of  looking  at  either  her 
brother  or  sister-in-law ;  **  the  moment  has 
arrived  that  is  to  try  what  stuff  we  are  made 
of.  If  we  have  any  strength,  this  is  the 
time  to  show  it !" 

•«  I'm  sure  I  thondit  of  you  both  almost 
all  night  long !"  replied  Miss  Aubrey  trem- 
ulously. "You  have  alien's  heart,  dear 
Charles ;  and  yet  you  are  so  gentle  with 
us " 

"I  should  be  a  poor  creature,  indeed, 
Kate,  to  give  way  just  when  I  ought  to 
play  the  man.    Com^,  A«m  lfci\»>\Hr^ 
remind  you  o^  ^tvo\A^  '^^-as^^  Vc^'wv  q^\ 


TEN  THOUSAND  A  YfiAB. 


to  hear  it  !^*    Thmi,  witfi  a  fine  impTassiye  I  year !   I  bate'  towns !   Did  yon  ale 
ddiTery^  and  kindling  witk  ezoitament  as   I  slept  like  a  top  all  night  1on| 


he  went  on,  Aubrey  bega 


**In  the  reproof  of  chaoca 
Lies  the  true  proof  of  men.   The  eea  beiiif  vmooth. 
How  many  ehallow  bauble  hoats  4are  aail 
VJpon  ber  patiKBt  breaat«  maklof  their  way 
With  t  hosr  of  nobl«>r  bulk  f 
Bat  let  the  ruffian  Boreas  once  •nram 
The  geiiUe  Theiie,  and,  anon,  bebola 
The  ttronf -ribbed  bark  through  liquid  moantalm  cat. 
Bounding  l»etw^en  the  two  molet  element! 
LHce  Pertoue'  boree  ;  where**  then  the  eaney  boat, 
Wbone  weak  untimbered  Hides  bat  even  now 
Go-rivalled  greatness  1    Bither  to  harbour  fled, 
Or  made  a  to»st  for  Neptune !— Even  so 
Poth  valour  show,  and  valMir'a  worili  divide, 
la  storofts  of  fortune.'** 

Twas  kindly  meant  of  Aubrey:  he 
thought  to  divert  the  excited  feeling  of  his 
wife  and  sister,  and  occupy  their  tmagfina. 
tion  with  the  vivid  imagery  and  noble  sen- 
timent of  the  poet.  While  he  repeated  the 
^ove  lines,  his  sistcr^s  eye  had  oeen  fixed 
upon  him  with  a  radiant  expression  of  re- 
aolution,  her  heart  respondinor  to  what  she 
heard.  She  could  not,  however,  speak 
when  he  had  ceased.  For  herself  she 
eared  not ;  but  when  she  looked  at  her  bro- 
ther, and  thought  of  him,  his  wife,  his  chil- 
dren, her  fortitude  yielded  before  the  moving 
array,  and  she  burst  into  tears. 

"  Come,  Kate !  my  own  sweet,  good 
Kate  !*'  said  he,  cheerfully,  laying  his  hand 
npon  hers,  **  we  must  keep  constant  guard 
ngainst  our  feelings.  They  will  be  ever  ar- 
raying before  our  eyes  the  past— the  dear, 
delightful  past — happy  and  beautiful  in 
mournful  contra^  with  the  present,  and 
stirring  up  every  moment  a  thousand  secret 
and  tender  associations,  calculated  to  shake 
our  constancy.  Whenevw  our  eyes  do 
tarn  to  th''  past,  let  it  be  with  humble  grati- 
tude to  God,  for  having  allowed  us  all,  in 
this  changing  world,  so  long  an  interval  of 
happiness;  such,  indeed,  as  falls  to  the  lot 
of  few.  What !  shall  we  receive  good  at 
the  hind  of  God,  and  «hall  we  not  receive 
evil  r* 

**My  own  Charles!"  exclaimed  Mrs. 
Aobrey,  rising  and  throwing  her  arms 
round  her  husband,  whose  countenance 
was  calm  and  serene,  as  was  the  tone  of 


the  sentiments  he  expressed  solemn  and 
elevated.  Miss  Aubrey  was  overcome 
with  her  stronger  feelings,  and  buried  her 
face  in  her  handkerchief.  Shortly  after- 
wards the  carriage  drew  op,  and  also  Dr. 
Tatham  on  horseback. 

«•  Go'>d  morning!  good  morning.,  my 
finends,"  cried  he,  cheerfully,  as  he  en- 
tered, holding  forth  both  his  hands;  **you 

V  ihink  how  fresh  and  p\ea3ai\X  the  alt 


didn*t,  either,  by  the  way.  Com 
ladiee!  On  with  your  bonn 
shawls!"  Thus  rattled  on  wor 
Dr.  Tatham,  in  order  to  prevent  : 
being  said  which  might  disturb  th< 
he  came  to  see,  or  cause  bis  owi 
charged  feelings  to  grive  way.  1 
of  Mrs.  and  Mies  Aubrey,  howc 
greeted  him  in  silence  as  the 
drew  on  their  bonnets  and  sha^ 
came  his  ill-assumed  Cheerfulness 
fore  he  could  bustle  back,  as  he 
did,  to  the  street  door,  his  eyes 
structed  with  tears,  and  be  wrung 
of  Mr.  Aubrey,  who  stood  beside  li 
convulsive  energy.  They  soon  se 
at  a  rapid  pace.  Dr.  Tatham  ridin 
the  carnage.  Yatton  Was  aboa 
miles  off.  For  the  first  few  mi 
preserved  a  tolerable  show  of  chee 
out  as  they  perceived  theniselves 
Vatton,  it  became  plainly  more  i 
of  an  effort  for  any  of  them  to  spe 
Tatham,  also,  talked  to  them  i 
through  the  windows ;  at  one 
dropped  considerably  behind  ;  at 
he  rode  as  much  ahead. 

**  Oh,  Charles,  don*t  yon  dreai 
TattonT^said  Miss  Aubrey,  sudd 
they  turned  a  familiar  comer  of  tl 
Neither  of  them  replied  to  her. 

"  When  you  come  to  the  villagi 
Mr.  Aubrey,  presently  to  the  p( 
^  drive  through  it,  right  up  to  the  I 
Quickly  as  you  can.^^  He  was  ahej\ 
tney  passed  through  the  village,  mtl 
windows  up,  none  of  them  seemed  de 
to  look  through,  but  leaned  back,  in  si 
in  their  seats. 

"  God  bless  yon;  God  bless yoo;/j 
call  in  the  evening!*^  exclaimed  Dt- 
ham ;  as,  having  reached  the  vican«4 
hastily  waved  his  hand,  and  tanti 
Soon  they  had  passed  the  park^ 
when  had  they  entered  it  before  wi«^ 
heavy  bearts-^with  eyes  so  dieadin;  (»< 
counter  every  familiar  object  Aat  meiiM 
Alas !  the  spacious  park  was  do  ^ 
theirs ;  not  a  tree,  not  a  shrub,  not  aM 
not  an  inch  of  ground ;  the  trees  all  |"*J 
forth  their  fre^  green  leaves— nothia?* 
theipB;  the  fine  old  turreted  ^^^K 
object  always,  hitherto,  of  P«<^"J^Vj! 
and  attachment,  their  hearts  MfH*' 
tremble  as  they  rattled  onder  it.  ^ 
*'  Courage,  my  sweet  loves!  Cw 


€»a  t  LfiinK  now  iresn  ana  pieasam  \nc>  aw  u^Vi  t«aTa.    Mr.  Aubrey  felt  his  ovi  "r 
» '  The  coantry  for  me,  at  a\\  dmea  ot  tbfe\  Vi^^  onenw^^  ^cc^'Wi.  -mi  be  enta^ 
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hat  h&  had  been  hitherta  the  wron^ul  oc- 
rapant  of  it;  that  be  must  forthwith  pro- 
teed  to  ^*  set  his  house  in  order/'  and  me- 
lare  for  a  dreadful  reckoning  with  him 
vhom  the  law  had  declared  to  be  the  true 
Rvper  of  Yatton. 

The  former  result  of  the  trial  ^t  York, 
ras,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  to  de- 
dare  Mr.  Titmouse  entitled  to  recover  pos- 
iBBsion  of  only  that  insiffnificant  portion  of 
he  estates  held  by  Jacob  Jolter;  and  that, 
DO,  only  in  the  event  of  the  first  four  days 
if  the  ensuing  term  elapsing  without  any 
tttccessful  attempt  being  ma^e  to  impeach, 
»efore  the  court,  the  propriety  of  the  verdict 
kf  the  jury,  it  is  a  principle  of  our  English 
Kw^  that  the  verdict  of  a  jury  is,  in  genersl, 
rreversible  and  conclusive;  but,  insismuch 

•  that  verdict  may  have  been  improperly 
iblained — as,  for  instance,  either  through 
ha  misdirection  of  the  judge,  or  his  errone- 
«a  admission  or  rejection  of  evidence ;  or 
aay  have  do  force  in  point  of  law,  by  rea- 
loii  of  the  plead  iaffs  ef  the  part^  for  whom 
t  has  been  given,  Being  insufficient  to  war- 
«ot  the  court  to  award  its  final  iudgment 
ipon,  and  according  to,  such  verdict,  or  by 
Kason  of  the  discovery  of  iresh  evidence 
pnbsequentl^  to  the  trial:  therefore,  the 
bar  hath  givea  the  pa^ty  who  faiM  at 
(he  trial,  till  the  end  of  the  first  four  days 
if  the  term  next  ensuing,  to  show  the 
ponrt  why  the  verdict  obtained  by  his  oppo- 
i0iit  ought  to  go  for  n^hing,  and  matters 
anain  as  they  were  before  the  trial,  or  a 
mfw  trial  be  had.  So  anxious  is  our  law  to 
fl^ord  the  utmost  scope  and  opportunity  for 
iMsertaining  what  ooght  to  be  its  decision, 
liich,  when  oblainM,  is,  as  hath  been 
Ad^  solemnly  and  permanently  conclusive 
M>a  the  subject;  such  the  eflfectual  and 
■etical  corrective  of  any  enor  or  miscai^ 
[^•^  in  the  working  of  that  noble  engine, 
mi  by  jury.  Tims,  then,  it  appears,  that 
»  i^ands  of  Mr.  Titmouse  and  his  advisers 

at  all  events  stayed  till  the  first  four 

of  the    Easter    term   should    have 

During  the  considerable'  interval 

*  afforded  to  8ie  advisers  of  Mr.  Aubrey, 
*^^^e,  as  it  appeared  upon  the  notes  of 
^^o^nsel,  on  Uieir  briefs,  with  the  indi- 

^^Mistance  and  eorroboratioo  derived 
^  %Jie  shorthand  writers*  notes,  und^^r- 
^  ^«p^ted  and  most  anxious  examina- 
^  *^  all  its  parts  and  bearings,  by  all  his 
2_  ^^dvtsers.  It  need  hardly  be  said,  that 
point  in  the  case  fiivourable  to  their 
had  been  distinctly  and  fully  raised 
e  attomejf-general,  assisted    by  his 


^% 


them  could  discover  any  false  step,  or  ai^ 
advantage  which  had  been  ovorlor  led  or  ta- 
ken Inefficiently.     Independently  of  varioui 
astute  objections  taken  oy  the  attorney-ge- 
neral to  the  reception  of  sc/i  ral  important 
f Portions    of  the  plaintiff's  evidence,  the 
eading  points  relied  on  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Aubrey  were — the    impropriety    of  Lord 
Widdrington's  rejection  of  the  deed  6f  con- 
firmation on  account  of  the  erasure  in  it; 
the  effect  of  that  deed,  assuming  the  era- 
sure not  to  have  warranted   its  rejection ; 
and  several  ouestions  arising  but  of  the 
doctrine  of  adverse  possession,  by  which 
alone,  it  had  been  contended  at  the  trial, 
that  the  claim  of  the  descendents  of  Ste- 
phen Dreddlington  had  been  peremptorily 
and  finally  barred.    Two  very  long  consut 
tailons  had  been  held  at  the  attomey-fiene- 
ral's  chambers,  attended  by  Mr.  Stening, 
Mr.  Crystal,  Mr.  Mansfield,  the  three  part- 
ners in  the  firm  of  Runnington  and  Compa> 
ny,  Mr.  Parkinson,  and  !nr.  Aubrey — who 
had  come  up  to  town  for  that  purpose  alone* 
Greatly  to  the  surprise  of  all  of 'them,  he 
stated    most  distinctly  and  emphatically ^ 
that  he  insisted  on  no  pound  ot  objectioa 
being  taken  a^inst  his  opponent,  except 
such  as  was  strictly  just,  equitable,  honour- 
able, and  conscientious.     Rather  than  de- 
feat him  on  mere  technicalities — rather  than 
avail  himself  of  mere  positive  rules  of  law, 
while  the  right,  as  between  man  and  man, 
was  substantially  in  favour  of  his  opponent 
—Mr.  Aubrey  declared,  however  absurd  or 
Quixotic   he   might  be  thought,  that  he 
would — ^if-he  had  them — ^lose  fifty  Yattons. 
Fiat  judiiioj  mat  tcdum,    **  You  mean  to 
say,  Aubrey,"  interrupted  the  attorney-ge- 
neral mildly,  after  listening  for  seme  tima 
to  his  friend  and  client  with  evident  inte- 
rest and  admiration  of  his  pure  and  high- 
minded  character—*^  that  it  would  be  un- 
conscientious of  you  to  avail  yourself  of  a 
fi?:6d  and  beneficial  rule  of  law,  established 
upon  considerations^ of  general  equity  and 
utility — such,  for  instance,  as  that  pf  adveras 
possession,  in  order  to  retain  possessioB, 
while—" 

**  Pray,  Mr.  Attorney-General,  if  I  hi4 
lent  you  five  hundred  pounds  seven  or  eight 
years  ago,  would  you  set  up  the  aiatutt  of 
UmitaiioM  against  ma  when  I  asked  for  re- 
payment !" 

"  Excuse  ne,  Aubrey,"  replied  the  at- 
torney-general, with  a  faint  flush  upon  his 
handsome  and  dignified  features ;  **  but  how 
idle  all  thi^  is?  One  would  imagine  that 
we  were  sitting  in  a  school  of  casuistry ! 
able  juniora,  Mr.  Sterling  and^  Mr.  i  j^liat  are  we  met  for,  in  the  name  of  ooi»- 
'         '  '*    '  '    'Nonsense    For  what,  but  toprevenit  tba 

rightful   OWt\«  ot  l^TO^^tyS  ll^X«V  \k«VTk^  ^ 


1 ;  and  so  was  it  with  the  counsel  of 
itmouse,  as,  indeed,  the  result  show- 
^  Bub§eqiwttt  exAmuatuOf  noiia  of 
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sure  in  one  of  his  title-deeds,  which  tim^  has 
deprived  him  of  the  means  of  accounting 
fori"  He  then,  in  a  very  kind  way,  but 
with  a  dash  of  peremptoriness,  requested 
that  the  case  might  be  left  in  their  nands, 
and  that  they  might  be  given  credit  for  re- 
sorting to  nothing  that  was  inconsistent 
with  3\e  nicest  and  most  fastidious  sense  of 
honour.  'l\)is  observation  put  an  end  to 
so  unprecedented  an  interference;  but  if 
Mr.  Aubrey  supposed  that  it  had  had  any 
effect  upon  the  attorney-general,  he  was 
mistaken;  for  of  course  Uiat  learned  and 
eminent  person  secretly  resolved  to  avail 
himself  of  every  conceivable  means,  great 
and  small,  available  of  overturning  the  ver- 
dict, and  securing  ihe  Aubrevs  in  the  pos- 
session of  Yatton.  He  at  the  same  time 
earnestly  endeavoured  to  moderate  the  ex- 
pectations of  his  client,  declaring  that  he 
was  by  no  means  sanguine  as  to  the  issue ; 
that  Lord  Widdrington's  rulings  at  NUi 
Prius  were  very  formidable  things ;  in  fact, 
rarely  assailable ;  and  then,  again,  the  se- 
nior puisne  judge  of  the  court— Mr.  Justice 
Grayiey— had  been  consulted  by  Lord  Wid- 
drington  at  the  trial,  and  concurred  with 
him  in  his  principal  ruling,  now  sought  to 
be  moved  a^inst.  At  Sie  close  of  the 
second  consultation,  on  the  night  of  the  first 
day  in  Easter  term,  fthe  attorney-general 
intending  to  move  on  the  ensuing  morning,) 
afler  having  finally  gone  over  the  case  in  all 
its  bearings,  and  agreed  upon  the  exact 
grounds  of  moving — the  attorney-general 
called  back  Mr.  Runnington  for  a  moment, 
a^  he  was  walking  away  with  Mr.  Aubrey, 
and  whispered  to  him,  that  it  would  be  very 
proper  *t6  assume  at  *once  that  the  motion 
failed ;  and  consider  the  best  mode  of  nego- 
tiating concerning  the  surrender  of  the  bulk 
of  the  property,  and  the  payment  of  the 
mesne  profits. 

"  Oh,  Mr.  Aubrey  has  quite  made  up  his 
mind  to  the  worst,  Mr.  Attorney-General.'* 

**Ah,  well!"  replied  the  attorney-gen- 
eral with  a  sigh ;  and  about  five  minutes 
after  Mr.  Runnington's  departure,  the  at- 
tomey-eeneral  stepped  into  his  carriage, 
which  nad  been  standing  for  the  last  hour 
opposite  his  chambers.  He  drove  down  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  where  he  almost 
immediately  afYer  delivered  a  long  and  lu- 
minous speech  on  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant and  intricate  questions  that  had  been 
discussed  during  the  session.  The  first 
four  days  of  term  are  an  awkward  interval 
equally  to  incompetent  counsel  and  incom- 
petent jndges— when  such  there  are.  The 
flips  of  both  then  come  to  light ;  both  have 


pen  to  be  in  any  degree  mieqaal  to  Uieerf 
genccs  of  his  important  station — ineoo^ 
tent  for  the  due  discharge  of  his  diieA 
functionn  at  Af«  Prti«— what  a  store  rf 
anxiety  and  mortification  accumnktM  t 
every  circuit  town  against  the  ensuinetea; 
where  his  raisnilings    are  distincdj  td 
boldly  brought  under  the  notice  of  tbe  fii 
court  flnd  the  assembled  bar  1     Whatms 
be  his  feelings  as  he  becomes  aware  tbtd 
interested  in  the  matter  look  out  forifb 
tiful  crop  of  new  trials  from  the  circuit  wfaiek 
he  has  selected  to  favour  with  his  pRseoa 
Great  causes  lost,  verdicts  set  aside,  ai 
new  trials  ordered,  at  an  enormous,  often 
ruinous  expense,  entirely  on  account  of  W 
inability  to  seize  the  tnie  points  and  b» 
ings  of  a  case,  and  present  them  properiri 
a  jury,  to  apply  accurately  thepnncipkstf 
evidence !    How  exa  uisi  tely  painfiil  to  » 
pect  that,  as  soon  as  his  name  is  annomni 
the  anxious    attorneys   vvithdraw  reool 
and  postpone  the  trials  of  their  chief  caan 
in  all  directions,  ti^in?  no  more  thaotk^ 
can  possibly  help,  in  Uie  hope  thattir- 
competent  judge  will  take  the  cirmittftfr 
to  become,  every  now  and  then,  awire  A 
counsel  boldly  speculate  at  the  trill  9  ^ 
his  inexperience  and  ignorance  by  ubbwM 
experiment,  in  flagrant  violation  of  e)eB» 
tary  principles !    And  then  for  iDcompM 
counsel,  is  not  his  a  similar  position !  ^ 
to  lead  a  cause,  before  a  host  of  keeBrid|i 
watching  his  every  step  with  bitter  so*- 
■ny — feeling  himself  entire  at  sea;  be»^ 
dered  among  details ;  fbrjsnetting  his/Mi^ 
losing  his  presence  of  mind ;  with  Bofitf 
principles  of  law  to  guide  him ;  laid  p* 
trate  by  a  sudden  objection,  of  whick,vls 
too  late,  and  the  mischief  is  done  and  f» 
trievable,  he  sees,  or  has  explained  to  )m, 
the  fallacy,  and  absurdity,  and  even  vk 
city;  discovering  from   indignant  jmi* 
on  sitting  down,3iat  he  has  gronetothejff 
on  quite  the  wrong  tack,  and  in  effect  dtn* 
the  cause  away ;  and  although  l.e  ea^ 
into  court  on  the  first  four  days  of  ter** 
endeavour  to  Btrieve  the  false  step  ht^ 
at  the  trial ;  but  in  vain,  and  he  daif  X 
look  his  attorney  in  the  face,  as  he  ii» 
fus^  his  rule !   These  and  similar  dion^ 
may,  perhaps,  on  such  occasions,  be  f^ 
ing  through  the  mind  of  a  snarling  susi 
tic  cynic,  disappointed  in  his  search  (brt^ 
ness,  distanced  in  the  race  for  proiw^ 
as  he  sees  the  bench  occupied  with  giao^ 
dignity  by  men  of  acknowledged  ft»« 
chosen  from  among  the  flower  of  tfaelMr 
those  most  qualified  by  experienee,^ 
ing,  intellect,  and  moral  character.    I  v^ 
sv)  \A  vci  VM\^\\TOt^  go  now  to  any  obb  rf* 


to  encounter  the  keen  and  v\g\\at\l  %cmt3LTv^ 

ftf  a  /earned,  acute,  and  inde^penAeivl  VmA^  \  w^cnot  W<^»  ^"T  -jwsi  tnonfli^— to  ^ 
— ^e  Eogliah  bar.    If  a  Jud^  «Vww\^  Vv^\  w«*^  ^  ^^^  PH%tt\xk'^^\Bo«^5».\* 
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fM  are  Me  lo  obMrrs  and  apfveciatewhat 
fWL  ahall  see,  you  will  acknowledge  that  in 
no  aii^le  instance  has  the  piecioas  trust  of 
administering  justioe  been  committed  to  un- 
worthy or  incompetent  hands,  whaterer  may 
have  occasionally  been  the  case  in  a  former 
day.  And  in  like  manner  may  we  rebuke 
oar  cynic,  in  respect  of  his  disparaging  es- 
timate of  the  leading  bar. 

The  spectacle  presented  by  the  court  in 
bane,  to  a  thoughtful  observer,  is  interesting 
and  imposing.  Here,  for  instance,  was  the 
Court  of  Kmg^s  Bench,  presided  over  by 
Lord  Widdrington,  with  three  puisne  judges 
—all  men  of  powerful  understandings,  of 

Siat  experience,  and  of  deep  and  extenaive 
al  knowledge.  .Observe  the  dignified 
mness  and  patience  with  which  counsel 
iie  listened  to,  verbose  even  and  tiresome 
IS  occasionally  they  are :  the  Judges  not  de- 
ranging their  Uiouffhts,  or  the  order  in  which 
liie  afgument  has  been,  with  much  anxiety 
ind  care,  prepared  for  them  before  hand- 
by  incessant  suggestions  of  crude  and  hasty 
impressions— but  suspending  their  j  ud^ment 
tili  fully  possessed  of  the  case  brougnt  be- 
fore them  by  one  whom  his  client  has 
thoag^t  fit  to  entrust  with  the  conduct  of  his 
sase.  They  never  interfere  but  in  extreme 
iaaea,  when  the  time  of  the  court  is  being 
ilainly  wasted  by  loose  irrelevant  matter. 
Pbeir  demeanour  is  characterized  by  grave 
KHirtesy  and  forbearance;  and  any  ocea- 
lioaal  interference  is  received  by  the  bar 
sriih  profound  respect  and  anxious  atten- 
ioo.  Never  is  to  be  seen  in  any  of  our 
KMirts  the  startling  spectacle  of  pd^onal 
tolliaion  between  judge  and  counsel— each 
mdeavouring  to  rival  the  other  in  i\^e  exhi- 
Mtion  of  acuteness  and  ingenuity.  On  the 
lootrary,  a  thoughtful  observer  of  what  goes 
m  in  any  of  our  courts,  will  believe  that  our 
adses  have  considered  the  truth  of  that 
laying  of  Seneca — iVt/  wpienHx  odHodut 
iOUMiicB  iciMio;  and  modelled  themselves 
liter  the  great  portraiture  of  the  judicial  of- 
loe  drawn  by  the  most  illustrious  of  phi- 
losophers. 

M  Patie^  and  gpravity  of  bearing  are  an 
Msential  part  of  justice ;  and  an  over-speak- 
ing judge  is  no  well  tuned  cymbal.  Judges 
Might  to  be  more  learned  than  witty ;  more 
^verend  than  plausible;  and  more  advised 
hiin  confident.  It  is  no  ^race  to  a  judge 
ir«t  to  find  that  which  he  might  have  heard 
Q  due  uroe  from  the  bar ;  or  to  show  quick- 
leas  of  conceit,  in  cutting  off  evidence,  or 
4>iiiisel  too  short,  or  to  prevent  information 
iw  questions,  though  pertinent.***  Our 
So^ush  judges  are  indeed  worthy  of  the  af- 
osHion  and  reverence  with  which,  both  in 
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public  and  private,  they  are  regarded ;  and 
if  any  one  will  consider  their  severe  and  al- 
most uninterrupted  labours— the  toil  and 
weiffht  of  responsibility  they  bear,  equallea 
by  mat  of  no  other  public  functionaries— he 
will  doubly  appreciate  the  courtesy  and  for- 
bearance which  are  exhibited  bv  ^em,  and 
forget  anv  transient  glimpses  of  asperity  or 
^impatience  on  the  part  of  men  exhausted, 
frequently,  bv  both  bodily  and  mental  la- 
bour. But  I  forgot  that  I  had  brought  the 
reader  into  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
where  he  has  be^n  standing  all  this  while, 
watchinff  Lord  Widdrington  *^  go  tlirough 
the  bar,  as  it  is  termed ;  namely,  calling 
on  all  the  counsel  present,  in  the  order  of 
their  seniority  or  position,  to  make  any  little 
motion,  of  course,  before  proceeding  with 
the  principal  business  of  the  day.  One 
learned  gentleman  moved,  for  instance,  to 
discharge  a  fraudulent  debtor  out  of  custody, 
so  that  ne  miffht  start  off  for  the  continent 
and  avoid  a  debt  of  dS3000,  because  in  the 
copy  of  the  writ,  the  word  was  »'  sheriff,** 
and  in  the  writ  itselC  ^  sheriffs  ;**  and  in 
this  motion  he  succeeded,  greatly  to  the  as- 
tonishment of  Mr.  Aubrey.  But  the  court 
said,  that  a  **  copy**  meant  a  copy ;  and  this 
was  not  a  copy ;  where  was  the  line  to  be 
drawn  1  Were  they  to  have  a  contest  on 
every  occasion  of  a  party*s  carelessness  as 
to  the  materiality,  or  immateriality,  of  the 
variance  it  had  occasioned  %  So  the  rule 
was  made  absolute  with  costs.  Another 
scamp  sought  to  be  discharged  out  of  custo- 
dy—or rather  that  his  bail-bond  should  be 
delivered  up  to  be  cancelled,  because  hi» 
name  therein  was  called  ''  Smyth,'*  whereas 
in  the  writ  it  was  «^  Smythe  ;**  but  after  his 
counsel  had  cited  iialf-a-Hlozen  cases,  the 
court  thought  that  the  maxim  of  idem  90- 
nana  applied,  and  discharged  the  rule.  Then 
half-andozen  young  gentlemen  moved  for 
judgment  as  in  a  case  of  a  nonsuit — some 
of  them  with  much  self-possession  and  non- 
chalance: another  moved  for  an  attach- 
ment against  a  party  for  non-payment  of 
costs,  purauant  to  the  Master*s  alldiatvri  and 
the  last,  in  the  very  back  row  of  all,  moved 
for  a  rule  to  compute  principal  and  interest 
on  a  bill  of  exchange.  Then  all  the  bar 
had  been  gone  through,  in  about  half-an- 
honr*s  time;  during  which  the  attorney 
general  had  come  into  court,  and  arranged 
all  his  books  and  papera  before  him ;  Mr. 
Subtle  sitting  next  to  nim  with  a  slip  of  pa- 
per before  him,  to  take  a  note  of  the  grounds 
on  which  he  moved. 

««Doe8  any  other  gentleman  movel**  in- 
quired Lord  Widdrington,  looking  over  th« 
court.    He  received  no  answer. 

'*  Mr.  a)tonie5-f6u«tt\;^  w\  \)fe\  ^g^ 
the  Attamcnf-^neiaX  kma— 
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**  If  yoar  lordship  pleases, — in  a  case  of 
Doe  on  the  demise  of  Titmousk  against 
JoLTKBf  tried  before  your  lordship  at  the 
last  assizes  for  the  county  of  York,  I  have 
humbly  to  move  your  lordship  for  a  rule  to 
sb  iv  cause  why  a  nonsuit  should  not  be 
entered,  or  why  the  verdict  entered  for  the 
plaintiff  should  not  be  set  aside^and  a  New 
TliiAL  had.'*  He  proceeded  to  state  t^e 
facts  of  the  case,  and  what  had  taken  place 
at  the  trial,  with  great  clearness,  and  brevity. 
In  like  manner — ^with  infinite  simplicity 
and  precisions-he  stated  the  various  points 
arising  upon  the  evidence,  and  the  general 
grounds  of  law  which  have  been  already 
specified ;  but  I  am  so  grrateful  to  the  reader 
for  his  patience  under  the  infliction  of  so 
much  legal  detail  as  was  contained  in  the 
last  part  of  this  history,  that  I  shall  now 
content  myself  with  the  above  general 
statement  of  what  took  place  before  the 
court  Ab  soon  as  he  had  sat  down^  the 
eoun  consulted  together  for  a  minute  or  two; 
and  then — 

**You  may  take  a  rule  to  show  cause, 
Mr.  Attorney-General,'*  said  Lord  Wid- 
drington. 

**0n  all  the  grounds  I  mentioned,  my 
lordt" 

**Yes.  Mr.  Solicitor-General,  do  you 
moveV 

Up  rose,  thereat,  the  solicitor-general. 

'*I  shall  discharge  your  rule,*' whispered 
Mr.  Subtle  to  the  attorney-general. 

**I*m  afraid  you  will,"  whispered  the 
attorney-general,  leaning  his  head  close 
to  Mr.  subtle,  and  with  his  hand  be- 
fore his  mouth.  Then  his  clerk  removed 
the  battery  of  books  which  stood  be- 
fore him,  together  with  his  brief;  and 
taking  another  out  of  his  turgid  red  bag, 
the  attorney-general  was  soon  deep  in  the 
details  pi  an  important  shipping  case,  in 
which  he  was  going  to  move  when  next  it 
came  to  his  turn. 

.  Thus  the  court  had  granted  a  rule  niti^ 
as  it  is  called,  (t.  e*  it  commanded  a  parti- 
cular thing  to  be  done— **  unless"  snflBcient 
'*  cause"  could  be  thereafter  shown  to  the 
court  why  it  should  not  be  done,)  for  either 
entering  a  nonsuit,  or  having  a  new  trial. 
Now,  had  this  rale  been  obtained  in  the 
present  day,  at  least  two  years  must  have 
elapsed,  owing  to  the  immense  and  perhaps 
unavoidable  arrear  of  business,  before  tne 
other  side  could  have  been  heaid  in  answer 
to  it;  so,  at  least,  it  has  been  reported  to 
HM,  in  this  green  old  solitude  where  I 
«m  writing,  pleasantly  recalling  long-past 
scenes  of  tne  bustling  nrofessional  life  nrom 
which  I  am  thankful  for  having  Veen  ^\«n 
'vntfa  B  moderate  compeUnice,  yeaxa  a^^  Xo 
'^otin.    N0W9  had  sudd  been  the  «ta\e  oli 


business  at  the  time  when  tfie  mis  is  O 

Titmouse  «.  Jolter  was  moved  £or,  le 

practical  effect  of  it ;  had  Mr.  Aabie 

stead  of  the  high-minded  and  conmn 

man  he  undoubtedly  was^  been  a  rogi 

might  have  had  the  opportunity  of  ^ 

in  twenty  thousand  pounds,  and  setui 

with  it  to  spend  upon  the  continent,  u 

as  he  found  that  the  court  had  de 

against  him ;  or,  if  the  tenants  siioiiM 

been  served  with  notice  not  to  paj 

rents  to  any  one  but  Mr.  Titmouse— 4 

events  not  to  Mr.  Aubrey — how  wm 

Aubrey  and  his  family  to  have  sobs 

during  this  interval  ?— and  with  the  p 

bility  that,  at  the  end  of  the  two  yem, 

Aubrey  might  be  declared  to  be  tkl 

owner  of  Yatton,  and  consequeotlj  10 1 

while  entitled  to  those  rents,  &&,  ihem 

payment   of  which  might  have  atik 

upon    him  most  serious   embarra«we 

During  the  same  interval,  poor  J(r.  ft^ 

mouse,  heartsick  with  hope  deiemiiai 

have  taken  to  liquor,  as  a  solace  anjffij 

misery,  and  drank  himself  to  deaik  Mp 

the  rale  was  discharged— or  bini^ii 

valuable  life  to  a  more  sudden  and  ihf  | 

conclusion ;  which  affecting  eveot  itf 

have  relieved  the  court  from  deciding «• 

ral  troublesome  points  of  law,  and  ktftii 

Aubreys  in  possession  of  the  YattoDOU 

If  what  I  am  informed  of  as  to  tbe  aoa 

lation  of  arrears  in  the  Coort  of  KbT 

Bench  in  the  present  day,  in  spite  d^ 

anxious  and  unprecedented  exerdoud* 

very  able  and  active  judges,  be  cofRCtii 

suspect  that  I  shall  not  be  beliered,  *^ 

I  inform  the  reader,  that  within  tenortnl* 

days  after  the  rale  nut,  in  the  present  as 

against  it  by  Mr.  Subtle  and  Mr.  Ljti.* 

had  been  moved,  **  cause   was  sk0<J' 

very  admirably  shown  against  it,  t<».  (■ 

Quicksilver,  unfortunately  for  tbe  iflW^ 

of  Mr.  Titmouse,  was  absent,  attaiif  • 

great  meeting  in  the  city  called  by  !«•■ 

to  establish  a  society  for  tbe  Mool  ■ 

Intellectual  Regeneration  of  Mankiai* 

the  Basis  of  Pure  Reasen.)   Thesttfl^ 

general  exerted  himself  to  the  ota/A* 

support  of  his  rale.  He  felt  that  the  co^ 

though  scarcely  at  all  interfering  darii^ 

address — was  against  him ;  yet  hedetii* 

perhaps  one  of  the  most  masterly  arpfl^ 

that  had  ever  been  heard  in  the  plaw** 

he  was  speaking.    Mr.  Sterling  w^  * 

Crystal,  wisely  avoiding  the  grbaodi** 

mirably  occupied  by  the  attorney-g** 

contented  themselves  with  streBgwj 

those   positions  which  appeared  is  ■* 

less  fortified  by  positive  authority  thiij 

o\h&ta\  and  then  the  court  said  they^ 

\a^<a  ^  ^^  QT  ViiO%  ^ax&!^\x^  ^<»sffi40f !    i 
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cnlty  of  Ae  mas,  thtn  the  ma^putude 
IntereBts  which  would  probably  be 

by  their  deciaioii." 
a  have  them  dead  with  yoq,  Subtle,*^ 
red  the  attorney-general,  a  alight  ez- 
1  of  chagrin  stealing  oyer  his  fe»- 
a  he  heard  the  observation  of  Lord 
ngton. 

3ver  doubted  it,^  replied  Mr.  Subtle, 
onfident  air.  Ever^  day  afterwards, 
le  sitting  to  the  risinflr  of  the  court, 
anxious  Aubrey  attend  in  the  King*s 
to  hear  the  judgment  of  the  court 
d.  At  length  arrived  the  Ikstday 
term.  Soon  after  the  sitting  of  the 
tord  Widdringtbn  pronounc^  judg* 

two  or  three  cases;  but  not  seeing 
mey-general  (who  was  engaged  be- 
I  House  of  Lords)  in  his  place,  de- 
lving Judgment  in  the  case  of  Doe 
ler.  About  two  o'clock  he  made  his 
nee;  and  shortly  afterwards,  Lord 
ij^n,  after  disposing  of  the  matter 
fore  the  court,  said — **  There  was  a 

Doe  on  the  demise  of  Titmouse 
Jolter,  in  which,  early  in  the  term, 
us  obtained,  calling  upon  the  lessor 
ilaintiff  to  show  cause  why** — and 
leded  to  state  the  rule ;  and  then  t6 
the  unanimous  judgment  of  the 
A  clear  and  elaborate  statement  of 
I,  out  of  which  the  qnestion  submit- 
be  court,  had  arisen,  and  of  those 
m  themselves,  was  listened  to  by 
>rey  in  breathless  suspense,  before 
i  obtain  the  faintest  mtimation  of 
^ent  which  the  court  was  about  to 


ce. 


Widdrington  went  on  to  dispose, 
one,  with  painful  deliberation  woA 
D,  of  the  seven  points  presented  for 
ision  of  the  court.  One  or  two 
18  they  decided  in  favour  of  the  de- 
;  but  added,  that  it  had  become 
sar^  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  the 
I  given  by  the  witnesses  to  other 
18,  at  the  trial,  and  which  disposed 
loubts  arising  on  the  former  ques- 
The  documentary  evidence,  subse- 
put  in,  got  rid  of  another  difficulty 
earlier  part  of  the  plaintiff's  case, 
dered  immaterial  a  question  put  by 
stiff's  counsel,  and  strenuously  ob- 
)  on  the  part  of  the  defendant ;  whidi 
I  the  court  was  of  opinion,  as  had  been 
Iddrington  at  the  trial,  ought  not  to 
an  allowed.  Then,  as  to  the  ques- 
iDvxRSK  POSSESSION,  ou  which  very 
resshad  been  laid  by  the  defendant's 
,  the  court  was  of  opinion  that  none 
;  since  there  had  been  a  dUabiUty^-^ 
I  series  of  disabiJj  ties,— through  in- 


fan^,  eorerture,  and  absence  beyond  seas, 
of  the  various  parties  through  whom  the 
lessor  of  the  plamtiff  claimed.  Finally,  as 
to  the  question  concerning  the  irasurk;  the 
court  was  of  opinion,  that  the  deed  in  which 
it  occurred,  had  been  properly  rejected ;  in- 
asmuch as  the  erasure  occurred  in  a  clearly 
material  part  of  the  deed,  and  there  was  no 
recital  in  the  deed  by  which  it  could  be 
helped.  That  it  was  clearly  incumbent 
upon  those  proffering  the  deed  in  evidence, 
to  account  for  its  altered  appearance,  al* 
though  the  deed  was  more  than  thirty  years 
old,  and  rebut  ^e  presumption  of  fraud 
arising  therefrom.  That  the  erasure  was  a 
clear  badge  of  fraud !  and  to  hold  otherwise, 
would  be  to  open  a  wide  door  to  frauds  of 
the  most  extensive  and  serious  description* 
That  there  had  been  no  evidence  offered  to 
show  that  the  deed  had  been  a  valid  deed  | 
the  very  first  step  failed ;  and,  in  short,  in 
its  then  state,  it  was  in  contemplation  of 
law  no  deed  at  all !  and,  consequently,  had 
been  properly  rejected.  «*For  all  thjBsa 
reasons,  theretore,  we  are  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  the  verdict  ought  not  to  be  disturbed, 
and  the  rule  will  consequently  be  dis- 
CHARGXD."  As  these  last  words  were  pro- 
nounced, a  mist  seemed  for  a  moment  to 
intervene  between  Mr.  Aubrey  and  the  ob- 
jecte  around  him,  for  his  thoughts  had  in- 
verted to  Yatton,  and  the  precious  objects 
of  his  affection  who  were  there,  in  sickening 
suspense,  awaiting  the  event  which  had 
that  moment  taken  ^lace.  T^e  words  yet 
sounding  in  his  excited  ears,  seemed  like 
the  sentence  of  expulsion  from  Paradise 
passed  upon  our  disinayed  and  heart-broken 
first  parents.  Yes,  in  that  solemn  regioD 
of  matter-of-fact  and  commonplace— 4hat 
dtad  aeo,  as  far  as  feeling,  senUment,  inci- 
dent, or  excitement  is  concerned,  the  Court 
of  King's  Bendi — there  sat  a  man  of  exqui- 
site sensibility,— pure  and  high-minded — 
whose  feelings  were  for  a  whue  paralysed 
by  the' words  which  had  faUen  from  the 
ludgment-seat,  uttered  with  a  cold  businesa- 
like  indifferent  air— oh !  how  horridly  out 
of  concert  with  the  anxious  and  excited 
tone  of  him  whom,  with  his  lovely  family, 
they  con8i^;ned,  in  fact,  to  destitution! 
After  remaining  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  during  which  brief  interval  he  re- 
sumed the  control  over  his  feelings  which 
he  had  so  long  and  successfully  struggled 
to  maintain,  he  rose,  and  quitted  the  court« 
It  was  a  heavy,  lowering  aflemoon— one 
which  seemed  to  harmonize  with  the 
gloomy  and  desolate  mood  in  which  he 
slowly  walked  homeward.  He  encountered 
many  of  his  friends^  on  CooX^  Q\i  Vcsiw^'^!^ 
and  IB  caxdai^ea)  on  iMvi  'svv;  ^q^xl  Nk^"^ 
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looses  of  Parliament;  the  rerj  8ig)it  of  |  scene inirhieli  he  had  began  flo 


them,  in  tde  morbid  state  of  his  feelines, 
gare  him  a  pangr  that  was  indescribable. 
With  them  matters  were  the  same  as  they 
had  ever  been — as  they  had  till  then  been 
with  him — ^and  as  probably  they  wonM  be 
with  them  to  the  end  of  their  career;  bat  he 
had  been  forced,  suddenly  and  for  ever,  to 
qait  the  scene  of  high  excitement — he  heav- 
ed many  heavy  sighs  as  he  exchanged  nod 
%fter  nod  with  those  he  met,  as  he  approach- 
ed Charing  Cross.    There  he  encoantered 

N  Lord  C ,  the  brilliant  foreign  secretary, 

Krm  in  arm  with  two  eloquent  and  leading 
members  of  the  government— «11  of  them 
,  evidently  in  high  spirits,  on  their  way  down 
to  the  House. 

"  Ah !— Aubrey  !— In  townt — An  age 
tnnce  we  met  !'^— exclaimed  they,  in  a 
breath,  shaking  him  cordially  by  the  hand. 
**Yoa  know,  of  coarse,  that  the  budget 
oomes  on  to-night— eh  !** 

**  I  assure  yoa,**  said  Lord  C 


you,"  said  Liora  u ,  "  our 

friends  will  do  us  great  service— very  es- 
sential service,  by  being  early  in  their  at- 
tendance ! — ^You  know  that  Mr.  Quicksilver 
intends  to  come  out  against  us  to-night  in 
ipreat  force ! — My  dear  Aubrey,  you  are  go- 
ing the  wrong  way.** 

*'  I  am  not  going  down  to  the  House  to- 
idght.'' 

"  Not  going  down! — Eh  t — my  dear  Au- 
brey, you  astonish  me  \ — ^Have  yon  paired 
off?  You  can*t  think  bow  I  lament  your 
absence !" 

**  I  am  returning  to  Yorkshire  almost  im- 
mediately.'* 

^  But  surely  you  can  come  for  an  hour, 
orso,  to-night-^h1  Come!  Don*t  let  a 
tnile  stand  in  the  way.'* 

**I  would  not  let  a  trifle  stand  in  tiie  way,** 
^replied  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  a  tone  and  manner 
that  at  once  arrested  the  attention  of  them 
whom  he  was  addressing,  and  suddenly  re- 
minded them  of  what,  in  their  political 
eagerness,  they  had  for  t  moment  lost  sight 
of— namely,  the  perilous  position  of  fais  pri- 
vate affairs. 

«« My  dear  Aubrey,  1  beg  a  thousand  par- 
dons for  intruding  such  matters  open  you,*' 
Aid  Lord  C— — ^  with  Sudden  earnestness, 
**  but  shall  we  have  an  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing before  you  leave  town  T ** 

•*!  fear  not , — ^I  set  off  by  the  mail  to- 
morrow evening— and  have  in  tiie  mean 
time  much  to  attend  to,**  said  Mr.  Aubrey, 
unable  to  repress  a  sigh— end  they  parted. 
But  for  a  determination  not  to  3rield  to  a 
morbid  sensibility,  he  would  have  got  into 
J  Aackney-coach,  and  so  have  woSfid  tka 
troopu  of  friends,** — theboBts  oC  ^  oW^ 


to  distinguish  himself— bat  fromwhiekli 
seemed  now  to  be  forever  excluded,  ft 
therefore  pursued  his  way  o«  foQ4.  Ovtf 
those  on  whom  his  troobled  eye  tit,  vsi 
well  known  figure  on  horseback — the  f« 

Duke    of ,  on  bis  way  dowa  to  h 

House  of  Lords,  goinor  very  slowly,  % 
head  inclined  on  one  siM,  bis  iron  ft 
overspread    with  an    expression  of 
thoughtfulness.     He  did   not  obsem  Ik 
Aubrey — in  fact,  he  seenned  loo  modi 
sorbed  with  his  own  tboviffhts  to  obsovif 
recofirnise  any  body ;  yet  be  now  and  ds 
mechanically  raised  hid  finger  to  kit  ki^i 
acknowledgment  of  the  obeisanoes  cftks 
^homhemet    Poor  Aubrey  sighed;^ 
felt  as  if  circurastanoee  bad  plarad  Us  f 
an  immeasurable  distance  frcon  liiDi,vhi 
so  lately,  he  had  entertained  ftmiliuijf 
dinner;   that   there    seemed    soddei^t 
have  afisen,  as  it  were,  m  grast  sd  j» 
passable  firulf  between  them. 

On  reaching  his  house  in  GrosveDorM 
bis  heartfluttered  while  he  knocked  as^nf  ^ 
and  he  seemed  to  shrink  from  the 
ed  obsequious  voice  and  manner  of  tbf^J 
dered  menial  who  admitted  him. 
ordered  a  slight  dinner,  he  repaired  ft 
library.    The  only  letter  which  had  i 
since  he  had  left  in  the  moraing,  bos 
Grilston  post-mark,  and  was  is  tiw 
writing  or  Mrs.  Aubrey.  He  opeoed  it 
trembhn?  eagerness.    It  was  ck    ' 
dear  familiar  hand-writingf^-from 
to  end,  and  full  of  heart-snbdiiin^ 
Then  it  had  a  little  encloeure,  witha 
straggling  superscription,  "To  sry 
and  on  opening  it  he  read,  in  nmikr 
terS,— 


•*  My  dear  Papa,  I  lonre  yoo  vt^^ 
much.   Do  eome  home.   ManiDi 
love.    Yoor  dutiful  son, 

ChaiimAbi^I 

"P.  S.  Agnes  sends  her  low;  #| 
not  write  because  she  is  so  littla 
to  oome  home  directly.  , , 

«  CHAaLBs  Am  Tie*  I 

* 

Aubrey  saw  how  it  was— Att  H*^ 
brey  had  either  affected  to  write  in  kf' 
son's  name,  or  had  actually  goid«d  » 
On  the  outside  she  had  written  in 

"  Charles  says,  he  hopes  that  y« 
answer  his  letter  directly.** 

Aubrey's  lip  quivered  and  hi*  «!*J 
with  tears.  Futting  the  letters  ii<J" 
som,  he  rose  and  walked  to  ^^ 
feeling  which  cannot  bo  ^?"^'^ 


miliar  hce^**  all  \r«kddiig  dawn  Ao  iafiLa\wML>s««wwa:^^.  ^^^wia^"^^' 
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lat  spacious  and  elegant  house,  except 
servants  left  in  charge  of  it;  and  dreary 
desolate  enough  it  felt.  He  was  but 
lominal  owner — their  nominal  master! 
rder  to  save  the  post,  he  sat  down  to 
G  home-^home  !  nis.  heart  sunk  within 

at  the  thought) — and  informed  Mrs. 
rey  and  his  sister  of  the  event  for  which 

previous  letters  had  prcuared  them; 
ing  that  he  should  set  on  lor  Yatton  hy 
mail  of  the  ensuing  night,  and  that  he 

perfectly  well.  He  dso  wrote  a  Mae 
wo,  in  large  printed  characters,  by  the 

of  answer  to  his  little  correspondent, 

son,  towards  whom  how  his  heart 
ned !  and  having  despatched  his  pack- 
roba^ly  the  last  he  should  ever  trank, 
artook  of  a  hasty  and  slight  dinner,  and 

resigned  himself  to  deep  meditation 
I  his  critical  circumstances.  He  was 
x;tly  aware  of  his  precise  position  in 
t  of  law,  namely,  that  he  was  safe  in 
ession  of  the  Yatton  property,  (with 
exception  of  the  trifle  wnich  was  occu- 
by  Jolter,  and  had  been  the  object  of 
iction  iust  determined,)  till  another  ac- 
should  have  been  brought  directly  seek- 
its  recovery;  and  that  by  forcing  his 
ment  to  brinff  such  action,  he  mi^ht 
him  to  considerable  risk  of  retaining 
Terdict,  and  thereby,  peatly  harass 
.  and  ward  off,  indefinitely,  the  evil 
Trom  himself.  By  these  means  he  might 
re  time,  possibly,  also,  favourable  terms 
le  i)ay  ment  of  the  dreadful  arrear  of  mesne 
ts,  in  which  he  stood  indebted  to  his 
Bssor.  To  this  effect  he  had  received 
ral  intimations  from  as  upright  and 
clenttoua  an  adviser,  Mr.  Kunning- 
Bs  was  to  be  found  in  the  profession. 

Mr.  Aubrey  had  decided  upon  his 
■e ;  he  had  taken  his  ground,  and  in- 
3d  to  maintain  it  However  sudden 
inlooked  for  had  been  the  claim  set  up 
iBt  him,  it  had  been  deliberately  and 
Uily  confirmed  by  the  law  of  the  land ; 
^  had  no  idea  butof  yiel(^ingaprompt 
i«arty  obedience.  He  resolved,  there- 
to waste  no  tim&^to  fritter  away  no 
^  in  feeble  dalliance  with  trouble;  but 
^  her  boldly,  and  comply  with  all  her 
iona  He  would,  on  the  morrow,  in- 
^  Mr  Runnington  to  write  to  his  oppo- 
^  solicitors,  informing  them  that  with- 
X'e  weeks*  time  the  estates  at  Yatton 
^  be  delivered  up  to  their  client  Mr. 
ciase.  He  would  also  direct  his  own 
%e  solicitor  to  arrange  for  the  quickest 
\>le  disposal  of  his  house  in  Grosvenor 
kt,aiid  his  wines  and  his  iuniitttre,both 
S  and  at  Yatton.    He  resolved,  more- 

OB  the  monow,  to  take  the  neoeseary 


steps  ibr  Tacating  his  seat  in  Parliament,  bs 
applying  for  the  stewardship  of  the  Chil 
tern  Hundreds;  and  having  determined  09 
these  arrangements,  consequent  upon  ths 
adverse  decision  of  the  court  of'King*a 
Bench  of  that  day,  he  felt  the  momentary 
relief  and  satisfaction  of  the  seaman  wblo 
has  prepared  his  vessel  for  the  approaching 
storm.  He  felt,  indeed,  relieved  for  a  whiW 
from  a  dreadful  pressure. 

**  And  what  now,  have  1  really  to  com 
plain  of!*'  said  he  to  himself:  **  why  mur- 
mur presumptuously  and  vainly  against  th'a 
dispensations  of  Providence  1  I  thank  God 
that  I  am  still  able  to  recognise  his  band  ia 
what  has  befallen  me^  and  f  believe  that  *  He 
hath  done  all  things  well,'  that  prosperity  and 
adversiw  are  equally  from  him,  means  of  ac« 
coroplishing  his  all-wise  purposes !  Is  it  for 
m«,  poor  insect,  to  question  the  goodness,  the 
wisdom,  or  the  justice  of  my  Mdcer  1  I  thank 
God  for  the  firm  belief  I  have  that  he  'govema 
the  world  in  righteousness,'  and  that  he  has 
declared  that  he  will  protect  and  bless  th^n 
who  sincerely  endeavour  to  discover,  and 
conform  to,  his  will  concerning  thera.  He 
it  yas  that  placed  me  in  my  late  condition 
of  ^prosperity  and  eminence :  why  should  I 
fret,  when  he  sees  fit  ^ntly  to  remove  me 
from  it,  and  place  me  in  a  different  spheie 
of  exertion  and  suffering?  If  the  dark 
heathen  could  spend  a  life  in  endeavouring 
to  steel  his  heart  aj^inst  the  sense  of  snflbr- 
ing,  and  to  look  with  cheerful  indifi'erence 
upon  the  vicissitudes  of  life,  shall  I,  a 
Christian,  shrink  with  impatience  and  terror 
from  the  first  glimpse  of  adversity  1  Even 
at  the  worst,  how  favoured  is  my  situation 
in  comparison  with  that  of  millions  of  my 
fellow-creatnrea  1  Shall  I  not  lessen  my 
own  suffering  by  the  contemplation  of  those ' 
which  the  Aunightv  has  thought  fit  to  inflict 
upon  my  brethren  i  What  if  I,  and  those 
whom  I  love,  were  the  subjects  of  direful 
disease— of  vice— -of  dishonour  %  What  if 
I  were  the  object  of  a  just  and  universal 
contempt,  given  up  to  a  reprobate  mind ;  • 
miserable  here,  andf  without  hope  hereafter  I 
Here  have  I  health,  a  loving  tamihr— hj(ve 
had  the  inestimable  advantages  of  educatieA» 
and  even  now,  in  the  eminent  spproach  ef 
danger,  am  enabled  to  preserve,  jx^  sone 
measure,  a  oompoeure  ot  feeling,  a  resolu- 
tion which  will  support  me,  and  those  who 
are  dearer  to  me  than  life."  Here  his  heait 
beat  quickly,  and  he  walked  rapidly  to  and 
fro.  **  I  am  confident  that  Providence  will 
care  for  them !  As  for  me,  even  in  sight  of 
the  more  aerions  and  startling  peril  that 
menaces  me— what  is  it  to  a  Christian  hut 
a  trial  of  his  constancy  t  «ThAt«  Va.^^w^ 
temptatiom  taVibii  ^cpdv  ^1^  >5cA^x\:^>3asM^ 
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written  ftJT  our  instrnctioiif  'but  such  as  is 
oonunon  to  man  ;*  but  God  is  faithfbl,  who 
Urill  not  suffer  you  to  be  tempted  above 
what  yon  are  able,  but  will,  witti  the  temp- 
tation, also  make  a  way  to  escape,  that  you 
may  be  able  to  bear  it' "  This  consolatory 
passage  led  Aubrey,  in  a  calm  and  exalted 
mood  of  mind,  to  meditate  upon  that  picture 
of  submission  to  manifold  misfortune,  simple 
and  sublime  beyond  all  comparison  or  ap- 
proach, drawn  by  the  pencil  of  one  inspired 
n^ith  wisdom  from  on  high ;  calculated  at 
once  to  solemnize,  to  strengthen,  and  elevate 
the  heart  and  character  of  man ;  and  which 
is  to  be  found  in  the  first  and  second  chap- 
tOTS  of  the  Book  of  Job.  Oh !  reader !  who, 
brilliant  as  may  be  at  this  moment  thy  posi- 
tion in  life,  may  have  been  hereto/ore,  or 
may  be  hereafter,  placed  in  circumstances 
of  dreadful  suffering  and  peril,  suffer  him 
whose  humble  labours  now  for  a  moment 
ooeupy  thy  attention,  reverently  to  refer  thee, 
again  and  yet  again,  to  that  memorable 
pasaa^  of  holy  writ!  With  danger  sur- 
roundmff  him,  with  utter  ruin  staring  him 
in  the  race,  Mr.  Aubrey  read  this  flrlorious 
passage ;  his  shaken  spirit  gathered  from  it 
calmness  and  consolation,  and  retiring  early 
to  bed,  he  enjoyed  a  night  of  tranquil,  un- 
disturbed repose. 

**  They  are  determined  not  to  let  the  grass 
grow  underneath  their  feet,  Mr.  Aubrey," 
said  Mr.  Runnington,  who,  the  next  morn- 
ing, made  his  appearance  at  breakfast,  pur- 
soant  to  appointment;  **  within  two  hours' 
time  of  the  court  delivering  judgment  yester- 
day aflernoon,  I  received  3ie  following  com- 
munication. He  handed  to  Mr.  Aubrey  this 
letter: 

*•  SftAwn  Hill,  »  April,  18—, 

**  Gentlemen : 

Doe  d,  T%imou$e  v.  JoUer. 

^The  rule  for  a  new  trial  herein  having 
been  this  day  discharged,  and  the  unanimous 
judgment  of  the  court  delivered  in  favour  of 
the  claims  to  the  Yatton  estate  of  the  lessor 
of  the  plaintiff  of  the  present  action,  we 
shall  feel  obliged  by  an  intimation  from  you 
at  your  earliest  possible  convenience,  of  the 
coarse  which  your  client  may  now  think  fit 
to  adopt.  You  are,  of  course,  aware  that  we 
aie  now  in  a  situation  to  attack  successfully 
the  entire  proper^  at  Yatton,  at  present  in 
the  possession  or  Mr.  Aubrey:  and  that, 
bad  we  thought  fit,  we  might  have  sought 
and  recovered  it  all  in  the  action  which  has 
just  been  decided  in  favour  of  our  client.  It 


is  now  in  our  power  materiaily  to  ttraM[ikf 
the  evidence  adduced  at  the  late  trtafnl 
we  beg  to  be  informed  whether  it  is  yoc 
client's  intention  to  put  Mr.  Titmooietotb 
enormous  expense  and  the  delay  of  a  seeod 
trial,  the  issue  of  which  cannot  be  doobdil; 
or,  with  the  promptitude  and  candoar,  vW 
are  to  be  expected  from  a  gentleman  of  lb 
station  and  character  of  your  client,  tim 
yield  to  our  client  the  substantial  fhott  i 
his  verdict. 

**  If  his  reasonable  wishes  in  this  mft 
be  disre^rded,  we  would  merely  JjitiBa 
that  it  will  be  for  your  client  most  senooi; 
to  weigh  the  consequences ;  to  see  wliete 
such  a  line  of  conduct  may  not  ^tljp» 
jiidice  his  interests,  and  place  bim  in  i  fir 
worse  position  than  perhaps  he  would  od» 
wise  have  occupied.  As  we  undeistasi 
your  client  to  be  m  town,  we  trust  joo  if 
forgive  us  for  requesting  you  immediateljl 
communicate  with  him,  and  atydoreun 
convenience  enable  us  to  announce  the  nri 
to  our  client. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen, 

**  your  obedient  servanti, 
**  Quirk,  Gammor  &  Siur. 

Messrs.  Runnington  ic  Co." 


•  kwfpAwiwot  flfnUlM  In  tlito  plac*,  (Iff  Corhith.  x. 
IIJ  Mjt  a  ffreit  coonnenuior  on  this  memonible 


RSM  of  Scripture,  **  lacb  m  is  suited  to  the  nature 
ewenmatmaeet  of  roan ;  tncb  as  evary  *>^^^  ^M 
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"Well — ^I  own  1  see  nothing  to  fody 
with  in  this  letter,"  said  Mr.  Aabrej,ctl» 
ly,  but  with  a  suppressed  sigh,  as  aooi  < 
he  had  read  the  letter. 

"  Rather  quick  work,  too— is  it  not,  1- 
Aubrey  1 — within  an  hour  or  two  after  jii^ 
ment  pronounced  in  their  favour:— bet,* 
be  sure,  it's  very  excusable  when  yooe* 
sider  the  line  of  business,  and  the  sort  tf 
clients  that  Messrs.  Quirk,  GammoD,  d 
Snap  are  accustomed  to." 

"I  have  made  up  my  mind  aft  totfaeeoei 
I  shall  adopt,"  said  Mr.  Aubrey— 

"  Oh,  of  course,  that  is  quite  clear,**  ■! 
Mr.  Runnington,  pouring  out  his  oafi»* 
^*We  shall  stand  another  shot,  aod  see  f 
there's  ammunition  enough  left  for  tbf* 
pose:  and  we'll  tenders  bill  ofexeeptiia^ 
and  carry  the  case  into  the  Exchequer  C)a» 
ber,  and  thence  into  the  House  of  LoHh 
ah !  we'll  work  them,  I  warrant  theoir- 
and  he  rubbed  his  hands  widi  a  little  tv3» 
ment  in  his  manner. 

"Why,  Mr.  Runnington,"  answeie^lt 

Aubrey,  gravely,  •'  would  it  not  be  wa* 

— most  unconscientious  in  me  to  pot  tba 

to  the  expense  and  anxiety  of  a  seeond  tnl 

when  the  whole  case,  on  both  sides,  btsbea 

fairly  brought  before  both  the  court  ta^^ 
1»» 


jury 
**Good  heavens,  Mr.  Aubrey!  who«* 

L  Vi««xd  Q»^  «.Ti  estate  of  ten  thousai^  a  f^ 
f^omobif  expect.  If  he  eoiMVAera  ttM  nijuta  «t  t^Va  \ y^^^-,  ^^^^^^^  ^^^y^^  ,,5^  "WwaLW" 
*^.«l  seal,  and  lU.  sitaaikm  \a  Uia  ptaaaax^     u\  V\ ^«ift \Bii^iM«Wfl.^W>iB.W 
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I  a  ^eat,  1  woold  rabmlt,  after  socli  a 
as  ours.'* 

How  do  we  know  what  fraud  and  per- 
may  have  been  resorted  to  in  order  to 
V6  the  late  verdict,  and  which  we  may 
f  an  opportunity  of  explodingr  against 
next  trial  1  Ah,  Mr.  Aubrey,  yoa  donH 
9V  the  character  of  Meaera.  Quirk,  Gam- 
.,  and  Snap  in  the  profeeaion :  they  learn 
»8h  trick  from  every  scoundrel,  swindler, 
thief,  whoae  case  they  undertake.*' 
I  thought  that  fraud  and  perjury  were 
3r  to  be  presumed,  Mr.  Kunnington! 
ides,  had  we  not  the  advantage  of  most 
te  and  experienced  counsel  1  How  could 
icape  them  V^ 

I  would  only  venture  to  remind  you," 
.  Mr.  Runnington,  firmly  but  respectfully, 
'the  observations  of  the  Attomey-Gene- 
at  our  last  consultation." 
I  thought  I  was  unanswered,  Mr.  Rnn- 
fton,  though  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to 
8  ther  matter,"  replied  Mr.  Aubrey,  with 
>laneholy  smile. 

Elxcuse  me,  but  we  muti  take  the  chance 
Second  trial,"  said  Mr.  Kunnington. 
[  have  determined  upon  the  course  I 
i  adopt,"  replied  Mr.  Aubrey,  calmly 
determinedly-^*^  I  shall  instruct  you  to 
»  this  day  to  the  gentlemen  upon  the 
r  side,  and  inform  them  that  within 
)  weeks  I  shall  be  prepared  to  deliver 
ossession  of  Yatton." 
My  dear  sir! — Do  1  hear  aright  1  De- 
*  up  possession  of  the  estates,  and  within 
a  weeks?" 

That  was  what  1  said,  Mr.  Runnings 
"^  replied  Mr.  Aubrey,  rather  peremp- 

1  give  you  my  honour,  Mr.  Aubrey,  that 
le  whole  course  of  my  practice,  1  never 
«1  of  such  a  procedure." 
And  I  shall  further  request  you  to  state 
the  last  quarter's  rents  are  in  my  banker's 
Is,  and  will  be  paid  over  .to  the  order  of 
Titmouse." 

Good  gracious,  Mr.  Aubrey!"  inters 
«d  Mr.  Kunnington,  with  an  air  of  deep 
3em. 

I  have  well  considered  the  positioB  in 
eh  I  am  placed,"  said  Mr.  Aubrey,  with 
rious  air. 

It  is  very  painful  for  me  to  mention  the 
|ect,  Mr.  Aubrey ;  but  have  you  adverted 
be  mune  profits  ?" 

I  have.  It  is,  indeed,  a  very  fearful 
ler;  and  I  frankly  own  that  i  see  no 
r  open  before  me,  but  to  trust  to  the  for- 

ranee  of ^" 

Forbearance !  tLe  forheartmee  of  Messrs. 
rk,  Gammon,  and  Snap ! !  or  of  any  one 
BseKed  by  them  !** 


**  Why,  what  can  1  do  t  I  miglit  as  well 
undertake  to  pay  off  the  national  debt,  as 
this  sum  of  sixty  thousand  pounds !"  « 

«*  That's  just  the  very  thin^,"  replied  Run* 
nington,  with  a  dismayed  air. 

*' Whatever  honourable  negotiation  can 
effect,  I  leave  it  in  your  hands  to  do»  With 
reference  to  the  time  that  may  be  obtained 
for  the  liquidation  of  it"»-Mr.  Aubrey 
changed  colour,  but  spoke  with  firmness—- 
**  I  must  own  tiiat  this  is  a  matter  that  has 
occasioned  me  inexpressible  anxiety,  Mr. 
Kunnington.  I  really  do  not  see  what  length 
of  time  will  enable  me  to  discharge  so  fear- 
ful a  sum  of  money,  or  even  to  make  any 
sensible  impression  upon  it.  I  am  quite  at 
their  mercy."  Here  both  maintained  a  si- 
lence of  several  minutes'  duration. 

*M  am  fer  firom  thinking  it  clear  that  equity 
would  not  interpose  to  relieve  against  mewng 
profits,  in  such  a  case  aa  the  present— a  dor« 
mant  claim  set  up." 

**  I  cannot  see,  Mr.  Kunnington,  on  what 
principle  such  an  interference  eould  be  sup- 
ported.** 

**  No  more  do  I  at  present,"  replied  Mr. 
Runnington.  '*  But  I'll  lose  no  time  in  hav- 
ing the  best  advice  on  the  subject.  Gra- 
cious me !  when  one  thinks  of  it,  it  deprives 
one  oP'^-at  this  moment  a  thundering  appeal 
to  the  knocker  of  the  door  announced  an 
arrival;  and  presently  the  servant  enteied 
and  stated  Uiat  Lord  C— —  had  called,  and 
was  waiting  in  the  library.  Af^  repeating 
two  or  three  directions  to  Mr.  RunningtoiH 
Mr.  Aubrey  begged  to  be  excused,  and  pre> 
sently  entered  the  library,  where  Lord  Co- 
was  waiting  to  receive  hiAn.  Lord  C  * 
was  a  middle-aged  man,  tall,  of  elegant  per- 
son, a  strikingly  handsome  countenance,  and 
most  winning  address ;  he  was  a  thorough 
politician,  possessed  of  eloquence,  imnrtensa 
practical  knowledge,  and  a  very  command^ 
ing  intellect.  He  was  made  for  eminent 
office,  and  grot  through  the  most  complicated 
and  harassing  business  with  sinffufar  ease 
and  celerity.  He  had  for  several  years  «i- 
tertained  a  sincere  regard  for  Aubrey,  whom 
he  considered  to  be  a  very  rising  man  in  tha 
House  of  Commons,  and  who  had,  on  ser 
veral  occasions,  rendered  him  special  servioa 
in  debate.  He  was  much  shocked  to  hear 
of  the  sudden  misfortune  which  had  fallen 
on  Mr.  Aubrey ;  and  had  now  come  to  him 
with  a  sincere  desire  to  be  of  service  to  him; 
and  also,  not  without  a  fiiint  hops  of  prevail- 
ing upon  him  to  come  down  that  evening 
and  support  them  in  a  very  close  division* 
He  was  as  kind-hearted  a  man  as  a  kaea 
politician  could  be. 

*^  I  am  really  shocked  beyond  all  exnre^ 
•ion  to  beat  ail  ^biaC^  «i2biofe.a!^Mtt  Iin^swI 
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bid,  at  A»  etitiest  re^^'^'^  ^pl*^>>^  ^® 
mitioQ  in  which  he  was  phieed ;  the  dfetidt- 
nil  loss  he  had  tustoined,  the  soil  more 
dfiadfal  liahilittes  to  which  he  was  subieet 
^*  Really,  who  can  be  safe  I  It  might  have 
happened  to  me—toanj  of  us!  Forgive  rae, 
mj  dear  Aabm,'*  ooiitim»d  Lord  C— — - 
earnestly,  **if  I  yentare  to  express  a  hopo 
that  at  all  eyents  Mrs.  Aabiey  and  yoor  m- 
mtly  a*e  provided  for,  and  your  very  lovely 
sister;  she,  I  trust,  is  oat  of  the  reach  of 
inconvenience  1**  Mr.  Aubrey's  lip  quiver* 
ed,  and  be  remained  silent. 

*«  Allow  me  a  friend's  freedom,  Aubrey, 
and  let  me  repeat  my  qneetion :  are  your 
iiunily  provided  fori" 

«•  1  will  be  frank.  Lord  C ,''  replied 

Mr.  Aubrey,.vrith  a  strong  effort  to  yreaetre 
his  eompo8u»e,  *^Tbe  little  provision  that 
was  made  for  them  goes  with  Yatton :  but 
for  tbem— my  wife,  my  children,  my  sister 
^I  would  have  submitted  to  this  misfortune 
Irith  midirinking  fortitude;  but  they  are, 
alas,  involved  in  my  ruin !  My  wife  had 
nothing  when  I  married  her ;  aiid  of  course 
the  seulements  I  made  on  her  were  out  of 
tile  Yatton  property ;  as  also  was  the  little 
income  left  my  sister  by  my  fother.  With 
Yatton  all  is  gone-^that  is  the  plain  fact, 
and  there  is  no  disguising  it." 

Lord  C         seemed  much  moved. 

•«The  Duke  of ,  I,  and  two  or  three 

echei  of  your  friends,  were  talking  about 
these  matters  last  night;  we  wish  we  could 
serve  yon.  What  is  the  sort  of  foreign  ser- 
yiee  yon  would  prefer,  Aubrey  V* 

**fhriign  service!'*  edioed  Mr.  Aubrey, 
stgmficantly. 

**  Yes ;  an  entiie  change  of  seene  would  be 
highly  serviceable  in  diverting  your  thoushts 
fh)m  the  distressing  subjects  which  Kere 
occupy  them,  and  mnat  continue  to  oecupy 
them  for  some  time  to  come." 

**It  is  very  kindly  meant.  Lord  C-«— ; 
but  do  yon  really  think  1  can  for  a  single 
moment  entertain  the  idea  of  quitting  Uie 
country  to  escape  from  pecuniary  liability  ?" 

M  That's  the  point  ezaelly;  I  decidedly 
think  you  onj^t  to  do  so;  that  you  muai^* 
replied  Lord  C—,  in  a  matler-of^uA  man- 
ner. 

«*  Nethtng  on  earth  shall  induce  me  to  do 
so,"  replied  Mr.  Aubrey,  firmly.  ^  The  bare 
idea  shocks  me.  It  would  be  the  meanest, 
most  unprincipled  conduct— 4t  would  reflect 
disgrace  on  the  kmg's  service." 

«« Poh~tfais  is  mere  eccentricity— kniffht- 

errsntry ;  I'm  surs  that  when  you  are  in  a 

eahnef  mood  you  will  think  difi*erently. 

Upon  my  honour,  I  never  heard  of  such  a 

mng  in  my  h£e.    Are  you  to  fitey  ml  Houie 


e  gentleman  you  have  named  F 

fesses,  I  understand,  liberal  piinciplei;P 

bably  he  will  sit  for  the  borough  bia*^ 

al  all  events  he  wiU  letum  the  mamb** 

MMig  m  mj  me.     aio  yuu  i»  ma^  m%  uumv^x     **  Ha's  a  poOT  Ignorant  creatu'c,  ^^^ 

ibav»  jour  hands  tied  Vicftmid  y^iiuxVMKiiMY^^^^^^cAn  m^^\i&5&.>Qi&uia]^w^liP 


and  be  dnnsi  into  prinmi— 4o  eoait 
lion  for  yourself  and  ^our  family !"  lb 
Aubiey  turned  aside  hw  bead  and  itsttinl 
ailent 

^  I  must  nlead  m  fiaycmr  of  Mia.  Aibif 

■yenr  chilaren— your  sweet,  lovely  ans; 
-^goodOod!  ifsquifiB  shockinfftotkiikd 
wuityott  are  bringing  them  to.^ 

*^  You  torture  my  feelinga,  Loid  C — »* 
aaid  Mr.  Aui»ey,  tremulously  and  veiy  pib; 
**but  yon  do  not  conyin(»  my  ji»i^»aL 
Every  dictate  of  conscience  and  hoDosma 
bines  to  assure  me  thai  I  should  not  iim 
to  your  proposal." 

**  Good  God !  what  an  outrage  ob 
sense :    But  has  any  thing  been  yet  ni^t 
the  subject  of  these  liabilities — these 
profits,  as  I  suppose  they  are  called! 

'« Nothing ;  but  they  follow  as  t  mfli 
of  course." 

^*  How  is  it  that  you  owe  oniy  aU^tha 
sand  pounds,  Aubrey  1"  • 

«^  Of%ly  sixty  thousand !" 

^  At  &ie  rate  of  ten  thousand  a  yeai,  p 
must  have  had  at  least  a  bundled  thMBii 
pounds." 

**  The  statute  of  limitations  preveitiBS 
than  six  years'  arrears  being  recoveraUL* 

«•  But  do  you  intend,  Aubrey,  to  fd 
yourself  of  such  a  protection  agaust  tke  ja 
claims  of  this  poor,  unfortunate,  iM 
ffentlenMn\  Are  not  the  remaining  b? 
Siousand  pounds  Justly  due — mouejtfh 
which  you  have  been*  making  awty  vii' 
Will  you  let  a  mere  tecliniciu  rok  d  If 
outweigh  the  dictates  of  honour  aad  ca 
science  i" 

**  I  do  not  exactly  understand  ycv  M 
Lord  C " 

**  Your  aeverelgn  has  a  right  to  vmtd 
jQfu  services ;  and  by  obeying  bin  d 
serving  your  coimtry,  you  are  oBskM^ 
prevent  a  malignant  opponent  froai  ndail 
you  and  your  family,  by  extoctinr  »al 
sum  of  money  not  equitably  due;  ipiii^ 
I  see  no  diSierence  in  principle,  Aubifj> 
tweeh  availmg  yourself  of  the  ttanaif 
limitations  and  of  the  call  of  the  ki«> 
foreign  service; — but  we  mist  talk  of  >> 
again.  Now,  tell  me,  what  is  the  mm^ 
your  worthy  opponent  1  T^ttlemoBS^ ' 
some  such  strange  name  1" 

^  Titmouse ! — By  &e  way,  you  lo»ti^ 
for  Yatton,"  said  Aubrey,  with  a  bihit 
Lord  C— —  pricked  up  his 

"Ay,  ay!  how's  that!" 

"  Th« 


n; 
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ndplM  1  By  taking  « little  notice  of  him 
ly,  one  migrht— eh  f  influence  him; — bat 
a  donH  intend  to  Tacate  this  session  t^* 
^  1  intend  this  day  to  apply  for  the  Chil- 
is Hundreds,  and  this  erening,  if  you  lilce, 
le^  writ  may  be  moved  for  the  borough 
Yatton." 
**  You  miat  come  down  to-ni?ht,  my  dear 

ibieyt  you  reallj^  must,**  said  Lord  C , 

th  undisguised  anxiety — with  more  than 
had  shown  during  the  interview.  "  The 
mbers  will  run  very  close ;  they  are  stir- 
i^  heaven  and  earth ;— -good  heaven !  my 
ar  Aubrey,  a  vote*s  invaluable  to-night; 
Gad,  you  shan't  have  the  Chiltem  Hun- 
ads  ;  you  mustn't  really  apply  for  it — aV 
i  events,  not  till  to-morrow.*'  ' 

^  I  shall  sit  no  more  in  the  House  of  Com- 
9118,"  said  Mr.  Aubrey,  with  a  sad,  deter^ 
bed  air : — '*  besides,  I  leaTe  for  Yatton 
^  to-night's  mail.  There  are  those  waiting 
r  me  whom  you  would  not  have  me  dis- 
joint, Lord  C  ■  ■-" 
••  Not  for  worlds,  mv  dear  Aubrey,"  re- 

ied  Lord  C ,  half  absently ; — ^he  was 

tensely  disappointed  at  not  obtaining  Mr, 
ibrey^  vote  tnat  evening ;  and  rose  to  go. 


^*  Then  I  direct  to  Yatton  when  I  have 
occasion  to  write  to  you  ?"  said  he. 

"For  the  next  three  weeks  only.  My 
movements  after  that  period  are  not  yet 
fixed." 

**  Adieu,  Aubrey;  and  I  entreat  of  you 
to  remember  me  most  sincerely  to  Mrs.  Au- 
brey and  your  sister;  and  when  you  look  at 
them,  remember — ^remember  our  conversa- 
tion to-day."    With  this  Lord  C took 

his  departure,  and  left  poor  Aubrey  much 
depressed.  He  quickly,  however,  roused 
himself,  and  occupied  the  principal  part  of 
the  day  in  making  the  necessary  and  melan- 
choly arrangements  for  breaking  up  his  es- 
tablishment in  Grosvenor  Square,  and  also 
disposing  of  his  wines,  books,  and  furniture  ' 
at  Yatton.  He  also  instructed  a  houso- 
agent  to  lo«k  out  for  two  or  three  respecta^ 
bie  but  small  houses  in  the  outskirts  of  tho 
town,  out  of  which  they  might  choose  the 
one  which  should  appear  most  suitable  to 
himself  and  Mrs.  Ai^orey,  on  their  arrival  in 
London.  About  eight  o'clock  he  got  into 
the  York  mail,  ana  his  heart  was  heavy 
within  him. 


CHAPTER  X. 


Tbm  result  of  a  very  long  consultation 
(ween  Mr.  Runnington  ai^d  his  partners. 
Id  on  the  day  after  his  last  interview  with 
'•  Aubrey,  was,  that  he  drew  up  the  fol- 
ring  draft  of  a  letter,  addressed  to  Messrs. 
lirky  Gammon,  and  Snap. 

<«  Llneola*!  Im,  Hkt  4prU,  11-^ 
••Doi  d,  TiTMOITSI  «•  JOLTIII. 

*  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday, 
e  25th  inst)  we  be«r  to  inform  you  that 
arthe  judgment  in  this  cause  pronounced 
iterdaj  in  the  court  of  Kind's  ^ench,  our 
snt,  Mr.  Aubrey,  does  not  mtend  to  resist 
I  claim  of  Mr.  Titmouse  to  the  residue  of 
Yatton  property.  We  now,  therefore,  beg 
give  you  notice,  that  on  the  17th  of  the 
It  month  you  will  be  at  liberty,  on  behalf 
fotn  client  Mr.  Titmouse,  to  take  posses- 
D  of  all  tHo  property  at  YatUmt  at  pneent 


in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Aubrey.  The  whole 
of  the  last  quarter's  rents,  due  at  Lady  day, 
have  been  paid  into  the  bank  of  Messrs. 
Harley,  at  Grilston,  and  will,  on  the  17th 
of  May,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  your 
client. 

"  We  are  also  instructed  to  reiquest  the 
delivery  of  your  bill  at  as  early  a  period  as  ' 
may  suit  your  convenience,  with  a  view  to 
its  immediate  examination  and  settlement. 

"  We  cannot  forbear  adding,  while  thus 
implicitly  following  the  instructions  of  our 
client,  our  very  great  surprise  and  regret  at 
the  course  which  he  has  thought  fit  to 
adopt ;  since  we  have  the  strongest  reasons 
for  believing,  that  had  he  been  disposed  to 
contest  your  claim  further,  in  accordance 
with  advice  received  from  a  hi^h  quarter,  his 
case  would  have  been  materially  strength- 
ened, and  youT  d\f&c\yV\)i«%  ^^^^^^'^  \\\<si^asw^* 
,  We  feel  ooiifideuXi^xxScwc^m^^^voD^v^  ^cia^ 
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played  by  our  client,  will  be  duly  appieci- 
atea  by  yours. 

**  We  are,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  obedient  servants, 

*'  RUNNINOTON  &  Co. 

**  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  \ 
AND  Snap."  3 


«c 


Really,**  said  Mr.  Runnin^n,  wben 
he  had  read  over  the  above  to  his  partners, 
*'I  must  throw  in  a  word  or  two  about  those 
infernal  mesne  profits — ^yet  it's  a  very  tick- 
lish subject,  especially  with  such  people  as 
these." 

One  partner  shook  his  head,  and  the  other 
looked  very  thoughtful. 

"  We  must  not  compromise  Mr.  Aubrey," 
said  the  former. 

**  We  have  had  no  instructions  on  that 
•  point,"  said  the  latter — "  on  the  contrary, 
you  told  us  yourself  that  your  instructions 
were  to  announce  ^  unconditional    sur- 
render." 

**  That  may  be ;  but  in  so  desperate  a 
business  as  this,  I  do  think  we  have  a  dis- 
cretion to  exercise  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
family,  which,  I  must  say,  he  seems  quite 
incapable  of  exercising  himself.  Nay,  upon 
my  honour,  I  think  we  are  bound  not  to 
forego  the  slightest  opportunity^of  securing 
an  ad%antage  for  our  client" 

His  partners  seemed  struck  with  this  ob- 
servation ;  and  Mr.  Ruimingrton,  after  a  few 
moments*  consideration,  added  the  follovidng 
postscript. 

**  P.  S. — As  to  the  metne  profiU^  by  the 
way,  of  course,  we  anticipate  no  difficulty 
in  effecting  an  amicable  arrangement  satis- 
factory to  both  parties,  due  consideration 
being  had  for  the  critical  position  in  which 
oar  client  finds  himself  so  suddenly  and  un- 
expectedly placed.  Indeed,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  conceive  that  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  taking 
the  step  of  which  we  have  advised  you, 
must  have  contemplated** — (here  Mr.  Kun- 
ning[ton  paused  for  a  considerable  time,^ 
**  beingr  met  in  a  similar  frank,  liberal,  and 
equitable  spirit." 

It  was  agreed  at  length  that  the  whole 
amount  and  effect  of  the  above  postscript 
was  a  spontaneous  suggestion  of  Messrs. 
Runnington*s,  not  in  any  way  implicating, 
or  calculated  in  any  event  to  annoy  Mr. 
Aubrey :  a  fair  copy  of  the  letter  and  post- 
script having  been  made,  it  was  signed  by 
the  head  of  the  firm,,  and  forthwith  de- 
spatched to  Saffron  Hill. 

»*  Struck,  by  Jove,  Gammon !"  exclaimed 

Mr.  Quirk,  as,  with  the  above  letter  open  in 

his  hands,  he  hurried,  the  instant  that  he  had 

read  it,  into  the  room  of  bis  wWyjpaTUveT^ 

sind  put  the  letter  into  " "    " 

'^xf'  k  with  apparent 
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I 
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flush  overspread  his  cheek ;  and  ii  k 
finished  the  perusal,  a  subdued  smik  i 
excitement  and  triumph  stole  over  hi 
countenance. 

**  Lord,  Gammon !  isn't  it  eloriiwf 
quoth  Mr.  Quirk,  heatedly,  rubbiog  hi 
hands  together ;  *'  give  us  your  hand,  te 
mon !  We've  fought  a  precious  hard  \tA 
together*' — and  he  shooK  his  partner's  )ad 
with  vehement  cordiality.  **Thi»  fi^ 
Aubrey,  is  a  trump — isn't  he? — Egi^if 
rd  been  in  his  shoes,  one  way  or  aood^ 
I'd  have  stuck  at  Yatton  for  k  dozen  jm 
to  come— ah,  ha  !** 

*'  Yes,  I  am  sure  you  would,  if  ^  U 
been  «able,**  replied  Gammon,  dnljt  wi 
with  a  smile. 

"  Ay,  that  I  would,"  replied  Mr.  Qsii 
with  a  triumphant  chuckle ;  '*  bot  now  I 
come  to  business.  Bynext  quarter-dijl^.  . 
mouse  will  have  JSSOOO  in  hard  casb-tf  |  ^, 
of  it  on  the  17th  of  next  month — Lord !  lil 
have  we  done  for  him!"  he  added,  witkt 
sort  of  sigh. 

<*  We*ve  put  an  ape  in  possessioDaf  R» 
dis^— that's  all — ^**  said  Grammon,  abiei| 
and  half  aloud,  and  bitterly  and  cooteBf^ 
ously. 

"By  the  way.  Gammon,  yon  aeeiW 
said  about  our  bill— -eh  1  TheioooeriA 
made  out  the  better,  I  should  saj— oi- 
ahem !  hem !— while  Mr.  Aubrey's  ci  ^ 
tight  rope  he  won't  think  of  loounf  i^ 
to  the  particular  items,  will  hel  I  ik^ 
say,  now's  our  time,  and  strike  whik  ^ 
iron's  hot !  I've  got  rather  a  fall  ei&^I 
can  assure  you.  1  must  say.  Soap's  b 
his  du^,  and  Pve  not  had  my  eyes  ikrt- 
ahem !"  here  Mr.  Quirk  winked  veiykv^ 
ingly. 

"  All  that,  Mr.  Quirk,  I  leav^  m  sai 
to  your  admirable  management  as  toibttf 
a  first-rate  man  of  business.  Yon  bs* 
I'm  a  sad  hand  at  accounts,  bat  job  d 
Snap  are— you'll  do  all  that  should  bete 

"  Ay,  ay^trust  us  !**  interrupted  Qiii 
quickly,  with  a  significant  nod,  and  ^^beJJI  .  ^ 
himself  and  Snap  already  at  work,  pisiv  I  ^ 
ing  the  poor  Aubreys.  "  And,  bj  ^^1  ?! 
Gammon,  there  are  the  mesne  profits— tiP>P  ^ 
a  mighty  fine  postscript  of  their's,  inHI^ 
and,  replacing  his  spectacle,  he  md  ^ 
the  postscript  aloud.  "All  my  e]«i* 
course  !^'  he  added,  as  he^  laid  dovi  Ii 
letter;—"  but  I  suppose  one  must  g|^]* 
a  little  time ;  it  u  a  little  hard  on  hia  M 
at  present ;  but  then,  to  he  sure,  that's  * 
look  out— not  ours  or  Titmouse's.  Ol 
hand,  I  should  say  we  ought  to  be  oitt^ 
with—say — twenty  thousand  down,  aadli 
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«i«^  said  Mr.  Gammon,  who,  for  the  last 
^  minutes,  had  appeared  lost  in  thooffht. 
'*  Egnad — an  after  consideration  t  Hang 
&  if  I  think  so,  Crammon!  there's  a  cer- 
in  &orui— eht  yon  reoollect— *' 
^^  I  assure  you,  Mr.  Quirk,  that  my  eye  is 
l^ed  quite  as  steadily  and  anxiously  on  that 
:MQt  as  yours,*'  said  Gammon,  grarely. 
^  Thank  you— thank  you,  Gsmmon!" 
plied  Quirk,  with  rather  a  relieved  aii^— • 
It  couldn't  possibly  be  in  better  hands. 
nd — to  g;o  wroQff  thire !  It  would  send  me 
my  grave  at  a  hand  gallop— it  would,  so 
dp  me  heaven.  Gammon  !-~Titmou8e  is  a 
eer  hand  to  deal  with— -isn't  hel  Wasn't 
strange  and  bumptious  the  other  davl 
"ad,  it  made  me  quake !  Need  we  tell  hmi 
rS>  yet,"  he  dropped  his  voice,  ^  of  the 
;^z  we've  goti  Couldn't  we  safely  say 
y  that  they  have  sent  us  word  that  we 
iillJiave  Yatton  by  the  17th !" 
^  Very  great  caution  is  necessary,  Mr. 

fcrk,  just  now " 

^  You  don^t  think  the  younff  scainp's 
EBg  to  turn  round  on  us,  and  snap  nis 
^Brs  in  our  face,  eh  1"  inquired  Mr.  Quirk, 
s^hensively,  violently  twirling,  about  his 
^la  key. 

If  you  will  leave  him  implicitly  to  me, 

ttliall  get  all  you  want,"  replied  Gam* 

very    gravely  and    very    pointedly. 

?%  colour  changed  a  little,  as  he  felt 

len  gray  eye  of  Gammon  fixed  upon 

mod  ne  involuntarily  shrunk  under  it. 

'  ^ou'll  excuse  me.  Gammon,"  at  length 

sicftenced  Quirk,  with  rather  a  disturbed 

^*  but  there's  no  &thoming  you,  when 

^t  into  one  of  your  mysterious  hn- 

-^■"9 ;  and  you  always  look  so  particulariy 

>^^  whenever  we  get  on  this  subject ! 

^^^  can  you  know  that  I  don't— or  ought 
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^fothing— nothing,  I  assure  you, 
^  Gammon  with  a  gay  smile. 
J^ell,  I  should  have  thought  not.  But, 
>^^Bg  back  to  the  main  point,  if  one  could 
^<ou€h  some  part  of  the  same  ten  thousand 
t^da,  I  thovid  be  a  happy  man !— Con- 
*^l^,  Gammon,  what  a  draw  there  has  been 
i^y  purse  for  the  last  sixteen  months." 
*  Well,  can  you  doubt  being  soon  richly 
^d,  my  dear  sir  t    Only  don't  be  too 

''  I  take  it,  Gammon,  we've  a  lien^  the 
^  now  in  the  banker's  hands,  and  to  b»- 
E^e  due  next  quarter-day ;  and  on  the  fir^t 
^Alment  of  the  mesne  profits,  both  for  our 
^  of  costs,  and  in  respect  to  that  same 
^1" 

^ Mesne  profits*  Mr.  Quirk!"  echoed 
%amon,  rather  quickly;  ^^you  seem  to 
it  for  granted  that  the;|r  are  all  readj  to 
f  Emmippamng  TitmtHme  not 


to  grow  restive,  do  you  suppose  it  probable 
that  Mr.  Aubrey,  after  so  vast  and  sudden  m 
sacrifice,  can  have  more  than  a  few  thoU'- 
sands— probably  hundreda*~to  keep  him 
from  immediate  want,  since  we  have  reason 
to  believe  he  has  got  no  other  resources  than 
Yatton  1" 

'*  Not  got  'em — ^not  got  'em  1  D— n  him ! 
then  he  must  look  slu^  and  get  'em,  that's 
all !  You  know  we  can't  be  trifled  with ; 
we  must  look  after  the  interests  of— Tit* 
mouse.  And  what's  he  to  start  with,  if 
there's  no  mesne  profits  forthcoming !  but, 
hang  it,  they  must :  I  should  say,  a  gentle 
pressure,  by-and*by,  as  soon  as  he's  fairly 
out  of  Yatton,  must  procure  money,  ^r  $eett>m 
rtVy— he  must  know  quantities  of  people  of 
rank  and  substance  that  would  rush  forward^ 
if  they  once  heard  him  squeal " 

^*  Ah,  you're  for  putting  the  thumbscrews 
on  at  once— «h1"  inquired  Gammon  with 
subdued  energy,  and  a  glance  of  anger  and 
horror. 

«<  Ay— capital— that's/iM/  what  I  meant." 

^  Heartless  old  scoundrel  !*'  thought 
Gammon,  almost  expressing  as  much ;  but 
his  momentary  excitement  passed  off*  unob* 
served  by  Mr.  QniriL.  '^  And,  I  must  say,  I 
agree  with  you,"  he  added ;  **  we  ought  in 
justice  to  see  you  first  reimbursed  your  very 
heavy  outlays,  Mr.  Quirk." 

**  Well,  that's  honourable.  Gammon.— <i 
Oh,  Crammon,  how  I  wish  you  would  let  m^ 
make  a  friend  of  you,"  suddenly  added  Mr. 
Quirk,  eyeing  wistfully  his  surprised  eom 
panion. 

**  If  you  have  one  sincere,  disinterested , 
friend  in  the  world,  Mr.  Quirk,  he  is  to  b«i. 
found  in  Oily  Gammon,"  said  that  gentlei> 
man,  throwing  gieat  warmth  into  his  man  . 
ner,  perceiving  that  Mr.  Quirk  was  labour* : 
ing  with  some  communication  of  which  he 
wished  to  deliver  himself.' 

**  Gammon,  Gammon !  how  I  wi4i  I  could 
think  so  V  replied  Quirk,  looking  earnestly, 
yet  half  distrustingly,  at  Gammon,  and 
fumbling  about  his  hands  in  his  pockets* 
The  mild  and  friendly  expression  of  Gam* 
men's  countenance,  however,  invited  com* 
municativeness ;  and  after  softly  opening 
and  shutting  the  two  doors,  to  ascertain  that 
no  one  was  trying  to  overhear  what  mi^ht 
be  passing,  he  returned  to  his  chair,  which 
he  drew  closer  to  Gammon,  who  noticed 
this  air  of  pr^aration  with  not  a  little  euri^ 
osity. 

^  I  may  be  wrong,  Gammon,"  commenced 
Mr.  Quirx,  in  a  lo^iv  tone ;  "  but  I  do  believe 
you've  always  felt  a  kind.of  personal  friend* 
ship  towards  me;  and  there  ought  to  be  no 
secrets  among  firiends  "  (irtcnos^  indeod'A 
"  ParHape  '\OapT^iftaX»\fj\oTB!wC<Aotv%^iaaa^ 
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»llMiimiid  milefl  from  the  Strand,  there's  at 
this  moment  in  hand,  as  a  present  from  me 
to  Tou**— (Oh,  dear,  dear,  Mr.  Qoirk !  what 
•  shocfcing  untralh !  and  at  yoor  advanced 
period  of  life,  too!)— **as  elegant  a  sold 
BBoflPhaz  as  can  be  made,  with  a  small  in- 
scription on  the  lid.  I  hope  70a  won't  Talne 
it  tfa^  less  for  being  the  nh  of  old  Caleb 
Quirk''— »  he  p^sMd,  and  Iboked  earnestly 
at  Mr.  Gammon. 

^*  My  dear  Mr.  Quirk,  you  have  taken 
me,"  said  he,  *'  quite  by  surprise.  Value 
ht  I  will  preserve  it  to  the  latest  moment  of 
my  life,  as  a  memorial  of  one  whom  the 
more  I  know  of  the  more  I  respect  and  ad* 
mire!" 

**You,  Gammon,  are  in  your  prira^— 
■earee  even  that — but  1  am  growing  old—" 
Tears  appeared  to  glisten  in  the  old.  gentle- 
nan's  eyes ;  Gammon,  much  moved,  ahook 
him  cordially  by  the  hand  in  silence,  won- 
dering what  upon  earth  was  coming  next 
*^Yes;  old  Caleb  Quirk's  day  is  drawing  to 
a  close-^I  feel  it.  Gammon,  1  feel  it !  mi 
I  shall  leave  behind  me — a  a  chUd^^an 
only  daughter,  Gammon ;"  that  gentleman 
gaxed  at  the  speaker  with  an  expression  of 
respectful  sympathy; — ^'^Dora!  I  don't 
think  you  have  known  Dora  so  lon^,  Gam- 
mon, without  feeling  a  leeile  interest  m  her." 
Here  Gainm<^'8  colour  mounted  rapidly, 
and  he  looked  ^with  feelings  of  a  novel  de- 
•ortption  at  his  senior  partner.  Could  it  be 
possible  that  old  Quirk  wished  to  bring 
about  a  match  betwien  his  daughter  and 
Gammon  t  His  thoughts  were  for  a  moment 
ecmfused.  All  he  could'  do  was  to  bow 
with  an  earnest— an  anxious— a  deprecating 
air;  and  Mr.  Quirk  rather  hurriedly,  pro- 
ceeded,—**  and  when  I  assure  you.  Gam- 
mon, Aat  it  is  in  your  power  to  make  an  old 
friend  and  his  only  daughter  happy,*  and 
proud," — Gammon  began  to  draw  very  long 
breaths,  and  to  look  more  and  more  appre- 
hensively at  his  senior  parfnery— **  in  short, 
my  dear  friend.  Gammon,  let  me  out  with  it 
at  once— my  daughter's  in  love  with  Tit- 


*<  Whew !"  thought  Gammon,  suddenly 
and  infinitely  relieved. 

^•Ah,  my  dear  Mr.  Quirk,  is  that  allV 
he  exclaimed,  and  shook  Mr.  Quirk  cordi- 
ally by  the  hand, — '*at  length  you  have 
made  a  friend  of  me,  indeed.  But,  to  tell 
you  the  truth,  I  have  long,  long  suspected 
as  much ;  I  have  indeed.'' 

"  Have  you  really  t    Well !  there  i$  no 

aecotinting  for  tastes,  is  there— especially 

among  the  women  t   Poor  Dora's  over  head 

and  ears— quite !  she  is,  so  help  me  heaven !" 

Hmtinned  Quirk,  ener^edeaWy. 


handsome  yoong  fielUvw;  «nd  that  kit 
already  rapidly  acquiring  v^ry  gentioBii^ 
mannere;  and  as  to  bis  /oriune— mOj,! 
would  be  most  dssinible  to  bring  it  ib«l 
Indeed,  the  sooner  his  hearths  fixed,  laiyb 
word's  pledged,  the  better — for  ^oa  laottf 
comse  OS  aware,  tliat  there  will  be  mm 
schemen  on  the  look-out  to  entrap  hit  6«| 
and  inexperienced  nature,— look,  fiar  » 
staaoe,  atTagrag.'* 

^  Engh  !'|  exSaimed  Mr.  Quirk,  1 
sudden  motion  of  sickeiiing  disgust— "It 
old  scoundrel !— I  smoked  him  lo^g  ifi! 
Now,  thai  I  call  villanvt  Gammon;  iakni 
villany!    Don't  you  V^ 

^  Indeed,  indeed,  Bir.  Quirk,  I  do ;  I  cfl 
agree  with  you !  Upon  my  honour,  1  tiai 
it  is  a  part  of  even  my  duty  iswai^« 
client,  if  possible,  to  protect  him  1^ 
such  in&mous  designs.'' 

'*  Ri^ht— right,  C^mman ;  by  Jove,  jm^ 
quits  n^V^T  quite  agree  with  yQo!*» 

filled  Quirk  earnestly,  not  obsenrug  it 
ambent  smile  upon  the  features  of  hit  oh 
crafty,  and  sarcastic  companion. 

<*Vou  see,"  said  Gaounon,  ^wthtt 
very  delicate  and  difficult  ^me  to  plaj  #1 
old  Tagrag.  He's  certainly  a  tot4i«4 
and  venomous— but  then  he's  gotajenu 
his  head— he's  got  money,  you  kDov,i^ 
to  get  at  it,  we  must  really  give  him  10 
hopes  about  his  dao^ter  and  TitmcNHa* 

•« Faugh !  enefa!  feugh !  Nasty  wM 
a  little  trollop !  It  makes  one  sick  to  hmi 
her!  And,  by  the  way,  now  we're  <sii 
subject.  Gammon,  what  do  we  waatcfiit 
wretched  Tagrag,  now  that  Tttmoon  hi 
actually  got  the  property  1" 

*«  Want  of  him  1     Money— ^noDcy." 

**  But,  carss  me !  (excuse  me,  Gaiatfj 
why  go  to  Tagragi  tkai*M  what  I  €»\^ 
deretandl  Surely  any  one  will  adiai 
almost  any  amount  of  money  to  TitaMU 
with  such  security  as  he  can  give." 

**  Very  possibly — ^prohably-*— ** 

'•  Possibly)  Why,  I  myself  doaHnirf 
advancing  him  &ve  thousand — oty,  * 
thousand  pounds— when  we've  cnatp 
hold  of  the  title^eeda." 

•«My  dear  sir,"  interrupted  Givii^ 
calmly,  hut  with  a  T«ry  serious  air.fl'i 
slight  change  of  colour,  which  did  not  kf 
pen  to  attract  the  notice  of  his  easef  (^ 
panion,  **  there  are  reasons  why  1  ikd 
dissuade  you  from  doing  so ;  upon  mj  ^ 
thipre  are;  further  than  that  I  do  d«c  tbi 
it  necessary  to  go;  but  I  have  fosib 
enough,  I  know  well,  to  do  you  anil<^ 
vice."  Mr.  Quirk  listened  to  this  wiii 
air  of  tiie  utmost  amazement— efcsif^ 
TikcraL^«i  amaxement.  ^  WhatresMSiCi^ 


••  WelU  my  dear  mr,  and  wYi^  ^\m  wn-\tD©t^  tofn J^«»^  "^scj^ssss^  ^^  •^'"■^l 
f    I  consider  TitaouM  %o  W  %f«rf  " 
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iHudred  times  the  sum  borrowed  r*  he  m- 
^iiired,  with  yisible  distrust  of  his  com- 
panion. 

**  I  can  assnre  yoa,  that  were  I  called  upon 
to  say  whether  I  would  advance  a  serious 
aum  of  money  to  Titmouse  on  the  security 
of  the  Yatton  estates,  I  should  at  all  events 
lequire  a  most  substantial  collateral  secu- 

*«  Mystery  a^int"  exclaimed  Mr.  Quirk, 
•  aigh  of  vexation  escaping  him.  **  YouMl 
excuse  me,  Gammon,  but  youM  puzale  an 
mngel,  to  say  nothing  of  the  devil.  May  I 
presume,  for  one  moment,  so  far  on  our  per- 
sonal and  professional  relationship,  as  to 
ask  what  the  reason  is  on  which  your  ad- 
fiee  rests  1" 

**Mere     caution— excessive     cautioiH- 

.aaxiety  to  place  you  out  of  the  way  of  all 

risk.    Surely,  is  your  borrower  so  soon  to 

=  be  pronounced  firm  in  the  saddle  1^ 

~     **  If  you  know  any  thing,  Gammon,  Ihat 

t  don*t,  it*s  your  bounden  duty  to  communi- 

oate  it;  look  at  our  articles.*^ 

«•  It  is ;  but  do  1 1  Prove  that,  Mr.  Quirk, 
lUid  you  need  trouble  yourself  no  more. 
Quit  in  the  mean  while*  (without  saying 
Wow  much  I  feel  hurt  at  your  evident  dis- 
teist,)  I  have  but  a  word  or  two  further  to 
^dd  on  this  point.'^ 

IfVhen  Mr.  Gammon   chose,  he   could 
KLSSume  an  expression  of  feature,  a  tone  of 
^oice,  and  a  manner  which  indicated  to  the 
person  he  was  addressing,  that  he  was  an- 
Biooncing  a  matured  opinion,  an  inflexible 
determination — and  this,  moreover,  in  the 
calmest,  quietest  wa^r  imaginable.    Thus  it 
^waa  that  he  now  said  to  Mr.  Quirk,  ^My 
«^inion  is,  that  you  should  get  tome  third 
^^furty  or  parties  to  advance  any  required 
>«Kim,  and  prevail  upon  Tagra^  to  join  in  a 
collateral  security,  without— if  possible-* 
making  him  aware  of  the  extent  of  liability 
he  is  incurring.     By  exciting  him  with  the 
lidiculous  notion  of  an  attachment  between 
}da  daughter  and  Titmouse,  he  may  be  in- 
duced to  give  his  signature,  as  to  some 
eomplimentary  matter  of  form  only.— Now, 
tiiars  my  opmion,  Mr.  Quirk ;  not  lightly 
or  hastily  formed ;  and  it  rests  upon  a  deep 
Ibeling  of  personal  regard  towardis  you,  and 
91mo  our  common  interests.^ 

Mr.  Quirk  bad  listened  to  this  compiunica- 
^tkk  in  perturbed  silence,  e}reing  the  speaker 
fe^th  a  ludicrous  expression  of  mingled 
^l&wrin,  apprehension,  and  bewilderment. 
^  Gammon,'^  at  length  said  he,  affecting  a 
^mile,  'Mo  you  remember  when  you,  ana  I, 
mxkd  Dora  went  to  the  play  to  see  some  Ger- 
mamn  thing  or  oUier—ross  was  the  name, 

n  it T" 

•«  Faust— Faast/Mntemipted  GammofL 
^  Well;  wad  now,  what  was  the  nanie 
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of  that  fellow  that  was  aim  ays — Meflw-« 
Meph — ^what  was  itl"  *^ 

"  Mephistophiles,**  replied  Gammon,  na- 
able  to  repress  a  smile. 

*<  Ah — yes  1  so  it  was.  That*s  all ;  I  only 
wanted  to  Uiink  of  the  name— Pd  forgotten 
it    I  beg  your  pardon,  Gammon.'* 

This  was  poor  Mr.  Qnirk^s  war  of  bsing 
very  saieastic  with  his  friend.  He  thought 
that  he  had  now  cut  him  to  the  very  quick. 

**  If  it  hadn't  been  for  what's  passed  be* 
tween  us  to-day,  Gammon,  I  should  almost 
begin  to  think  that  you  were  not  sincere  in 
your  friendship — ^ 

"Did  I  ever  deceive  youl  Did  1  evw 
attempt  to  overreach  you  in  any  thing,  Bfr. 
Quirk  1" 

"  No  0  0 — ,"  replied  Mr.  Qniik — but 
not  in  the  readiest  manner,  or  most  confident 
tone  in  the  world, — "I  certainly  can't  say  I 
ever  found  you  out — ^but  I'll  tell  you  what, 
we  both  keep  a  precious  sharp  look-out  af^r 
each  other,  too— don't  wef"  he  Inquired 
with  a  faint  soule,  which  seemed  for  a  mo* 
ment  leflected  upon  the  face  of  Gammon. 

*•  How  long,"  said  he,  **  I  am  to  be  the 
subject  of  such  unkind  suspicions,  I  do  not 
know ;  but  your  nature  is  suspicious ;  and 
as  every  one  has  his  fault,  that  is  the  alloy 
in  the  oth^wise  pure  gold  of  your  manly, 
kind,  and  straightforward  character.  Time 
may  show  how  you  have  wronged  me.  My 
anxious  wish  is,  Mr.  Quirk,  to  see  year 
daughter  occupy  a  position  in  which  we  may 
all  be  proud  to  see  her."  Here  a  smife  shot 
across  Quirk's  anxious  countenance,  like 
evening  sunshine  on  troubled  waters.  ^ 

"I  do  really  believe.  Gammon,"  said  he, 
eagerly,  «f  that  Dora's  just  the  kind  of  girl 
to  suit  Titmouse — " 

*«So  do  I.  There's  a  mingled  softness 
and  spirit  in  Miss  Quirk—" 

"  She's  a  good  dri,  a  good  girl.  Gammon ! 
I  hope  he'll  use  her  well  if  he  gets  her." 
His  voice  trembled.  "  She's  got  very  much 
attached  to  him!  Gad,  she's  quite  aheied 
lately :  and  my  sister  tells  me  that  she's 
always  playing  dismal  music  when  he*8  not 
there.  IBut  we  can  talk  over  these  matters 
at  another  time.  Gad,  Gammon,  you  can't 
think  how  it's  relieved  me  to  open  my  toind 
to  you  on  this  matter !  We  quite  understand 
one  another  now.  Gammon— eh  t" 

**  Quite,"  replied  Gammon,  pointedlr;  and 
Mr.  Quirk  having  quitted  ^e  room,  the  ^ 
mer  prepared  to  answer  Messrs.  Runnings 
ton's  letter.  But  first  he  leaned  back,  aiM 
reflected  on  several  points  in  their  late  eon- 
"versation.  Of  course,  he  had  resolved  that 
Miss  Quirk  should  never  become  Mrs.  Tit- 
mouse. And  what  B\x\i!CiVL  Vvtiv  %»  T«^^.V«ftk» 
8ingu\tti,w^\itta,Ta.^7i\^T.^NA^^^3^^ 
Irtwe  made  no  t^a«tTa1a«cv  tta.  ^^  twww^ 
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•tanoe  that  Gammon  allowed  him  to  risk 
his  daughter  and  her  all  upon  chances  which 
ha  pronounced  too  frail  to  warrant  advancing 
m  thousand  or  two  of  money !  Yet  so  it  was. 
This  was  the  answer  he  presently  wrote 
to  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Runnington: 

.**OKlfTLIMIlf: 

**  Doe  cf.  TiTMOusi  v.  Joltcr. 

.  **  We  are  favoured  with  your  letter  of  this 
day's  date ;  and  bej|r  to  assure  you  how  very 
highlj  we  appreciate  the  prompt  and  ho- 
nourable course  which  has  been  taken  by 
yonr  client,  under  circumstances  calculated 
to  excite  the  greatest  possible  commisera- 
tion. Every  expression  of  respectful  sym- 
pathy, on  our  parts,  and  on  that  of  our  client, 
Mr.  Titmouse,  that  you  may  think  fit  to 
convey  to  your  distinguished  client,  is  his. 

**  We  shall  be  prepared  to  receive  posses- 
sion of  the  Yatton  estates  on  the  day  you 
mention — ^namely,  the  1 7th  May  next,  on 
behal  f  of  our  client,  Mr.  Titmouse ;  on  whose 
behalf,  also,  we  beg  to  thank  you  for  your 
communication  concerning  the  last  (^arter^s 
rents. 

^«  With  reference  to  the  question  of  the 
mesne  profits,  we  cannot  doubt  that  your 
client  will  pursue  the  same  prompt  and 
honourable  line  of  conduct  which  ne  has 
hitherto  adopted,  and  sincerely  trust  that  a 

Sood  understanding  in  this  matter  will  speed- 
y  exist  between  our  respective  clients. 
**  As  you  have  intimated  a  wish  upon  the 
subject,  we  beg  to  inform  you  that  we  have 
given  instructions  for  making  out  and  deli- 
vering our  bill  herein. 

^  We  are,  gentlemen, 

**  Your  humble  servants, 

^  QuiBX,  Gammon,  &  Snap. 

**  Messrs.  Runninotoit  &  Co. 


Having  finished  writing  the  above  letter, 
Gammon  sat  back  in  his  chair,  with  folded 
aims,  and  entered  upon  a  long  train  of 
thought— revolving  many  matters  which 
were  worthy  of  the  profound  consideration 
thv7  then  received. 

"When  Gammon  and  Titmouse  returned 
to  town  from  York,  they  were  fortunate  in 
having  the  inside  of  the  coach  to  themselves 
for  neariy  the  whole  of  the  way-— an  oppor- 
tunity which  Gammon  improved  to  the  ut- 
most, by  deepening  the  impression  he  had 
m* ready  made  in  the  mind  of  Titmouse,  of 
the  truth  of  one  great  fact — ^namely,  that  he 
and  his  fortunes  would  ouickly  part  com- 
pany, if  Gammon  shoula  at  any  time  so 
will---which  never  would,  however,  come 
iopase,  80  long  as  Titmouse  Tecog;D\.aed  ^nd 


this  could  be.    Gammon 
mysterious,  authoritative;    and  at  \m^ 
enjoined  Titmouse  to  absolute  seoecj «» 
ceming  the  existence  of  the  fact  in  qa< 
on  pain  of  the  infliction  of  those 
to  which  I  have  already  alluded, 
assured  him  that  there  w^ere  many  plusari 
plots  hatchinjr  affainat  him ;  (Titmoii«)ba 
that  it  was  m  his  (Gammon's)  povok 
protect  him  from  them  all.     GanuDoi  p 
ticularly  enjomed  him,  moreover,  toeonii 
the  feeling  and  attend  to  the  snggnii 
of  Mr.  Quirk,  wherein  Mr.  Gammon  did  u 
intimate  to  the  contrary,  and  wound  vf  i 
by  telling  him  that  as  he.  Gammon,  w«l 
only  person  on  earth — and   this  be  rai( 
believed  to  be  the  case,  as  the  resder  m 
hereafter  see—who  knew  the  exact  posai 
of  Titmouse,  so  he  had  devoted  hixntelfir 
his  life  to  the  advancing  and  secoiiif  ih 
mterests  of  Titmouse. 

For  about  a  fortnight  after  their 
Titmouse,  at  Crammon^s  instance, 
his  former  lodgings ;  but  at  length  m 
plained  so  earnestly  of  their  dismal  qitiM 
and  of  their  being  oat  of  the  way  aC  life,iki 
Gammon  yieldedto  his  wishes,  and, Ui^ 
with  Mr.  Quirk,  consented  to  his  reoMti^ 
to  a  central  spot^-4n  fact,  to  the  Ciius 
STALK  Hotel,  Co  vent  Garden— t  gii 
enough  name,  to  be  sure ;  but  it  wis  * 
family  name  of  a  great  wholesale  gnm  f 
cer,  who  owned  most  of  the  propertj  tta» 
abouts.  It  was  not  without  consideai 
uneasiness  and  anxiety  that  Messrs.  Qii 
and  Snap  beheld  this  change  e£fecteif 
prehensive  that  it  might  have  thecfeli^ 
estranging  Titmouse  from  them;  Imtav 
Gammon  assented  to  it,  they  had  notkiif  ^ 
it  but  to  acquiesce,  considering  TitoosA 
proximity  to  his  splendid  ind^Msto 
They  resolved,  however,  as  far  as  id  ei^^ 
them  lay,  not  to  let  themselves  be  ktf0 
by  Titmouse.  Pending  the  rule  for  tktif 
trial,  Mr.  Quirk  was  so  confident  coseoMf 
the  issue,  that  he  greatly  increased  tktt 
lowance  of  Titmouse ;  to  an  extent,  in^ 
which  admitted  of  his  entering  isto  aip^ 
all  the  gayeties  that  his  as  yet  srtrrc  '^ 
ated  heart  could  desire.  In  the  fixtt  ifeA 
he  constantly  added  to  his  wardrobe,  v^ 
he  took  lessons,  every  other  day,  ii  '^ 
noble  art  of  self-defence,*'  which  ^^ 
an  opportunity  of  forming  with  grettfli 
at  once,  an  extensive  and  brilliant  dieb" 
acquaintance.  Fencing-rooms, 
rooms,  shootinffHgralleries,  places  for  pif^ 
shooting,  cock-nghting,  dog-fightiifi^ 
billiard-rooms;  the  water  arid  boat-oioi^ 
these  were  the  daxaling  scenes  whidiii^ 
^ied  the  chief  portion  of  each  day.   fl^ 
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deterred  to  the  authority  of  Gammon  \n^\W  ^iibA  ^-^ot^Xki^^^tK^  ^^^  theatrft»f^ 
Uuaga.    Jo  vain  did  Titmouia  m(^uu«iVio'«\«xi^  «m»^^  %a  ^^xv^ska  >»«cifi^>9k^ 


^ 
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^places  of  Kootamal  resort*  which  ue^the 
pride  and  ^lory  of  the  metropolie.  In  ad- 
ditioii  to  this,  at  an  advanced  period  of  the 
Bight,  or  rather  a  veir  early  hour  in  the 
mominff,  he  sedulously  strove  to  perfect 
himaelf  in  those  higher  arts  and  accomplish- 
ments, excelled  in  by  the  more  eminent  of  the 
youthful  aristocracy,  viz.  breaking  windows, 
polling  bells,  wrenching  off  knockera,  ex- 
tioguishing  lamps,  tripping  up  old  women, 
iratchmen,  and  children,  and  spoiling  their, 
clothes;— «h,  how  often,in  his  humbler  days, 
had  his  heart  panted  in  noble  rivalry  of  such 
Ibats  as  these,  and  emulation  of  the  notoriety 
tfaej  earned  for  the  glitterinff  miscreants 
who  excelled  in  them.  Ah,  Titmouse,  Tit- 
mouse !     Made  natfd  viriute,  puer  ! 

That  he  could  long  frequent  such  scenes 
as  these  without  forming  an  extensive  and 
varied  acquaintance,  would  be  a  very  un- 
ilkely  thinff  to  suppose ;  and  there  was  one 
who  would  fain  have  joined  him  in  his  new 
^▼entures— one  who,  as  I  have  already 
intimated,  had  initiated  him  into  the  scenes 
With  which  he  was  now  becoming  so  fami- 
liar ;  I  mean  Snap,  who  had  been  once  his 

**  Guide,  pbilosopher,  and  friend ;" 

bat  who  now  had  fewer  and  fewer  opportu- 
nities of  associating  with  him,  inasmuch  as 
Ilia  (Snap's)  nose  was  continually  '^  kept  at 
tte  grindstone*'  in  Saffron  Hill,  to  compen- 
sate for  Uie  lack  of  attention  io  the  business 
the  ofiice  of  nis  semor  partners,  owing  to 
ir  incessant  occupation  with  the  affairs 
Titmouse.  Still,  however,  he  now  and 
9hen  contrived  to  n^miou  Titmouse  of  his 
^Snap's)  existence,  b^  sending  him  intima- 
doD8  of  interesting  trials  at  the  Old  Bailey 
^md  elsewhere,  and  securing  him  a  good 
seat  to  view  both  the  criminal  and  the  spec- 
Satora— -of  the  persons  of  the  greatest  rank, 
^shion,  and  beauty ;  for  so  it  napDt>ns  that, 
Bn  thia  country,  the  more  hideous  the  cnme, 
abe  more  intense  the  curiosity  of  the  appA 
^aaaes  of  both  sexes  to  witness  the  misure- 
^t  perpetrator;  the  more  disgusting  thb 
'%tails,  the  greater  the  avidity  with  which 
Hmy  are  listened  to  by  the  distinguished 
t^^dfttors ;— the  reason  beinfif  plain,  Uiat,  as 
kuvy  have  exhausted  the  pleasures  and  ex- 
^tements  afforded  by  their  own  sphere,  their 
*^lled  and  sated  appetites  require  novel  and 
%ore  powerful  stimulants.  Hence,  at  length, 
^^  aee  **  fashionables"  peopling  even  the 
^Midemnedcell, — rushing,  in  excited  groups, 
^Ifier  the  shuddering  malefactor,  staggering, 
^^alf  palsied,  and  with  horror-laden  eye,  on 
I  is  way  to  the  gallows !  As  soon  as  old 
^ttirkhad  obtained  aninklinj^  of  Titmouse's 
^ste  in  these  matters,  he  afforded  Titmouse 
iKaanj  opportunities  of  gratifying  iL  Once 
^  twnoe  th»  M  gmikmnn  «Qcoisaded  even 


in  enabling  Titmouse  f  severe  trial,  howerar 
for  his  exc^uisite  sensibilities!)  to  shake  the 
cold  and  pinioned  hands  of  wretches  within 
a  few  minutes'  time  of  being  led  out  for  exe* 
cution !  ^ 

This  is  a  brief  ana  general  account  of  the 
way  in  which  Titmouse  passed  his  time, 
and  laid  the  ground-work  of  that  solid,  ex- 
tensive, and  practical  acquaintance  witli 
men  and  things,  which  was  requisite  to  en- 
able him  to  occupy  with  dignity  and  advan- 
tage the  splendid  station  to  which  he  was  on 
the  point  of  being  elevated. 

But  let  us  not  lose  sight  of  our  early  and 
interesting  friends,  the  Tagrags-— a  thing 
which  both  Quirk  and  Gammoif  resolved 
should  not  happen  to  Titmouse :  for,  on  the 
very  first  Sunday  after  his  arrival  in  town 
from  York,  a  handsome  glass  coach  mig^t 
have  been  seen,  i|bout  two  o'clock  in  tne 
af^moon,  drawing  up  opposite  to  the  gates 
of  Satin  Lodge ;  from  which  said  coach,  the 
door  having  been  opened,  presently  de- 
scended Messrs.  Quirlc,  Gammon,  and  T^t- 
mous^.  Now,  the  Tagrags  always  dined 
about  two  o'clock  on  Sundays ;  and,  on  the 
present  occasion,  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Tag^ 
rag,  together  with  a  pretty  constant  visiter, 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Dismal  Horror,  were  sit^ 
ting  at  their  dinner-table  discussinjgr  as  nice 
a  savoury  leg  of  roast  pork,  with  apple 
sauce,  as  could  at  once  have  tempted  and 
satisfied  the  most  fastidious  and  the  moet 
discriminating  appetite. 

*'0h,  mar'  exclaimed  Miss  Ta^prag, 
faintly,  changing  colour  as  she  caught  si^ht, 
through  the  blinds,  of  the  approaching  visit- 
ers— ^^'if  there  isn't  Mr.  ntmouse!"  and 
almost  dropping  on  the  table  her  plate,  in 
wl^ch,  witn  an  air  of  tender  gallantry,  Mr. 
Horror  was  in  the  act  of  depositing  some 
greens,  she  flew  out  of  the  room,  darted  up 
stairs,  and  in  a  trice  was  standing,  with 
beating  heart,  before  her  glass,  hastily  twirl- 
ing her  ringlets  round  her  trembling  fingers, 
and  making  one  or  two  slight  alterations  in 
her  dress.  Her  papa  and  mamma  started 
up  at  Ihe  same  moment,  hastily  wiping  their 
moutos  on  the  comers  of  the  table  cloth : 
and,  afrer  a  hurried  apology  to  their  reverend 
^est,  whom  they  begged  **  to  go  on  eating 
all  they  come  back'' — they  bounded  inta 
the  drawing-room,  just  time  enough  to  ap- 
pear as  if  th«5y  had  been  seated  for  some 
time ;  but  they  were  both  rather  red  in  the 
face,  and  flustered  in  their  manner.  Yet, 
how  abortive  was  their  atteitipt  to  disguise 
the  disgraceful  fact  of  their  having  bf^n  at 
dinner  when  their  distinguished  vmters  ar- ' 
rived !.  For,  firstly,  the  house  was  redolent 
of  the  odours  of  roast-pork^  sa^-^ndr^m&ssiL 
stuf&ng,  and  ^raetvs  \  aecox^i  %^^  ^^-^»«^ 
senaat  g^x\  vraa  v«<^tui%  tcmsjA  ^^  t«ia^ 
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ef  the  kitchen  slurs,  as  if  wstchin|r  an  op- 1  sooreof  indiflfpesitioii— she  being  it 


portunitj  to  whip  off  a  small  dinner-tiay, 
tiiat  stood' hetween  the  dining-room  and 
drawing-room ;  and,  thirdly,  they  cangfat  a 
glimpse  of  the  count|pince  of  the  reverend 
guest,  who  was  holding  open  the  dining- 
room  door  ju^t  wide  enough  to  enable  him 
to  see  who  passed  on  to  the  drawing-room ; 
for,  in  truth,  the  name  which  had  escaped 
from  the  lips  of  Miss  Tagrag,  was  one  that 
always  excited  unpleasant  feelings  in  the 
breast  of  her  spiritual  friend. 

"Ah!  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tagrag!  'Pon  my 
soal— glad  to  see  you — and— hope  jrou're 
all  well  r*  commenced  Titmouse,  with  an 
ur  of  eSsy  confidence  and^raoe.  Mr.  Gam- 
calmly  introduced  himself  and  Mr. 


mon 


Quirk.  Just  at  that  moment  neither  Mr. 
nor  Mrs.  Tagrag  were  sure  whether  they 
stood  upon  their  heads  or  their  feet. 

•*  We  were  just  going  to  sit  down  t(^— 
hmeh,'^  said  Mr.  Tagrag,  hurriedly. 

"  You  won't  take  a  fittle,  will  you,  gen- 
tlemen 1**  inquired  Mrs.  Tam^,  faintly, 
and  bK)th  the  worthy  couple  felt  infinite  re- 
lief on  beine  assured  that  their  distin^ished 
Tisiters  had  already  lunched.  Neither  of 
them  could  take  their  eyes  off  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse, whose  easy  nonchalance  convinced 
them  that  he  must  have  been  keeping  the 
society  of  lords.  He  was  just  inquiring,  as 
he  ran  his  hai^  through  his  hair,  and  gendy 
smacked  his  slight  ebony  cane  against  his 
le^,  after  Miss  Tagrag,  when, — pale  and 
agitated,  and  holding  in  her  hand  a  pocket- 
handkerchief  suffused  with  musk  and  berga- 
mot,  designed  to  overcome  so  much  of  Sie 
vulgar  odour  of  dinner  as  might  be  lingering 
about  her, — that  interesting  young  lady 
entered.  Titmouse  rose  and  received  her  in 
a  familiar,  forward  manner;  she  turning 
wliite  %nd  red  by  turns.    She  looked  such 

li  shrivelled,  little,  ugly,  formal  creature,  that 

Titmouse  conceived  quite  a  hatred  of  her,   fitable  channel— -«.  e.  towards  }m^} 

though  recollecting  that  he  had  once  thought]  he  said  was  eviaently  lost  upon  kff 

such  an  inferior  piece  of  goods  superfine. 

Old  Quirk  and  Tagrag,  every  now  and 

then,  cast  distrustful  glances  at  each  other ; 

but  Gammon  kept  all  in  a  calm  fiow  of 

•mall  talk,  which  at  length  restored  tboee 

whom  they  had  come  to  see,  to  something 

like  self-possession.    As  for  Mr.  Quirk,  die 


more  he  looked  at  Miss  Tamg,  the  more 
pride  and  satisfaction  he  felt  in  reflecting 
upon  the  unfavourable  contrast  she  must 
present,  in  Titmouse*s  eyes,  to  Miss  Quirk. 
After  a  little  further  conversation,  princi- 
pally concerning  the  brilliant  success  of 
Titmouse,  Mr.  Quirk  came  to  the  business 


in  the  highest  possible  state  of  faesHk.  Ift 
Tagrag  was  on  the  point  of  saying  mat 
thinff  deprecatory  or  their  fining  ast  m 
Sunday,  as  contrary  to  their  mle ;  wttai 
den  recollection  of  the  earthly  iMtenOii 
might  peril  by  so  doing,  aided  by  afentff 
significant  glance  frona  -Mr.  Tafnf, » 
strained  her.  The  invitation  was,  tbaiSm. 
accepted  in  a  very  obeeqnioae  manner;  i^ 
soon  afVerwards  their  ^reat  visiien  t^ 
their  departure,  leaving  Mr.,  Mrs.,  sad  Mi 
Tagrag  in  a  state  of  considefable  excHcoA 
Goodness!  could  there  be  adoobttbatAs 
must  be  some  very  potent  attraction  it&S 
Lodge  to  bring  hither  Titmouse,  tftvi 
that  had  occurred  I  And  whoe  cotMt 
side  the  point  of  that  attraction^  Iwt  ii  lb 
Tagrag  t 

As  soon  as  their  viaiferB*  class  eotdU 
driven  off— its  inmatea  laughing  ben  Art 
the  people  they  had  j  ast  quitted — Mr.,  ml 
and  Miss  Tagrag  returned  to  tbediif 
table,  like  suddenly  distinrlied  fowl  nts 
ing  to  their  roost,  when  the  disCDrbsiet^ 
ceased.  Profuse  were  their  vpoltgmt^ 
Mr.  Horror,  not  aware,  however,  &tlr] 
had  improved  the  opportunity  afford  I 
Hieir  absence,  to  recruit  his  exhwaskim 
gies  with  a  couple  of  grlasaes  of  pot  flfj 
nrom  a  decanter  which  stood  oa  tfv  ^| 
board — a  circumstance  which  he  £it\ 
deem  important  enough  to  mentioB.  ^^\ 
mently  suspecting,  as  he  did,  whatfa^i 
state  of  things  with  reference  to  Xr*^ 
mouse  and  Miss  Tagrag,  it  was 
of  a  trial  of  temper  to  the  exemphij^l 
pastor,  to  have  to  listen,  for  the 
of  the  .afternoon,  to  the  praises  of7^tai^{ 
and  speculations  concerning  the  iiu^j 
of  his  fortune.  In  vain  did  the 
nister  strive,  every  now  and  then,  tt 
the  current  of  conversation  into  a 


whose  ear  it  was  intended.    She  tu 
leveiy,  and  often  si^^hed.    The 
figures  before  her  mind's  eje 

TLKBAT  TiTMOUSI,  EISQUntE,  Sod  TV  < 

Dismal  Horbor.     The  latter  wa 
twenty-six,  (he  had  been  called  ^^^ 
of  the  ministry  in  his  sixtees^  nl 
short  ;rhis  face  slightly  pitted  with 
pox;  his  forehead  narrow;  hit  ^ 
and  watery;   no  eyebrows  or 
high  cheek  bones ;  his  short 
hair  combed  primly  forward  orer' 
pie,  and  twisted  into  a  sort  of  tt 
front ;  he  wore  no  ahirKollsre,  W 
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^  far  the  abaeixse  of  Miaa  QwWv<»^^»\^»»''»  «^>^'w«^waB!«»'«<^' 
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»k  religioofi.  Then  he  was  alwayp 
g  about  himselfv  and  the  devil,  aiul 
Lapel,  and  the  bottomless  pit,  and  the 
er  of  seals  which  he  had  saved,  and 
ufnber  of  those  whom  he  knew  weie 
ed,  and  many  more  who  certainly 
i  be  damned.  All  this  might  be  very 
in  its  way,  began  to  think  Miss  Tag- 
hut  it  was  possible  to  choke  a  dog  with 
diBg.  Poor  gir),  osn  you  wonder  at 
welliDg  fondly  unco  ^e  image  of  Tit- 
s !  So  splendidly  dfessed-— so  hand- 
— such  a  fashionable  air-— end  with 

thousand  a  vear.  When  she  put  all 
things  together,  it  almost  looked  like 
am ;  sueh  good  fortune  oould  never  be 
fre  for  a  poor  simple  girl  like  herself, 
here  was  such  a  thinff  as  love  at  first 
!  After  tea  they  walked  down  to  Mr. 
>r^s  meeting-honse.  Itwasveiyorowd- 
ind  it  was  lemarked  thai  the  eloquent 
g  preacher  had  nevor  delivered  a  more 
isioned  sermon  from  that  pulpit:  it 
«]d)Ume.  Oh,  how  bitterly  he  de* 
zed  '^  worldly*mindedBes8  V    W  hat  a 

picture  he  drew  of  the  flounshing 
I  bay-tree  of  the  wicked,  suddenly 
sd  in  the  moment  of  its  pride  and 
^h ;  .while  the  righteous  should  shine 
stars  in  the  fiimraent  fbvever  and 
Who  could  not  see  here  shadowed 
le  ohanoteiaof  Titmouse  and  of  Horror 
ctively  1— -who  could  hesitate  between 
ro  %  And  when,  at  length,  the  sermon 
ke  sate  down  in  his  pulpit,  (the  con* 
tion  also  sitting,  ami  smging,)  and 
ffraoefullv  across  his  damp  mrehead 
lite  pocket<handkefchief  which  had 
civen  him  by  Miss  Tagrsf^;  and 
cf  with  an  air  of  most  intereatmg  Ian* 
and  exhaustion  towards  Mr.  Tagrag*8 
^here  sate  Miss  Tagprag^*her  father 
wealthiest  man  in  the  congregation,  and 
ia  only  child^-4ie  lek  a  Irvefy  and  ten* 
nterest  in  her  welfare-^ber  spixitaal 
re,  and  resolved  to  call  the  next  mom- 
cntertaniinff  an  humble  hope  that  bis 
Bs  labours  bad  not  been  in  vain !  Was 
^  t  of  them  to  have  been  looked  for  in 
snignant  temper  which  Tagrag,  to  the 
ement  of  his  shopmen,  eviiM«d  the 
doming  for  at  least  an  hour  t  Would 
be  like  good  effects  had  been  visible 
"^  and  Miss  Tagrag;  but-^aa,  that 
■lUi  have  to  record  it  !•— it  was  ao  fiu- 
^ise,  that  th^  laid  aside  4heir  fancy- 
'^orit  for  the  whole  week,  which  they 
^  to  M  praparation  of  Ihoae  dreaaes 
^hieh  they  purpoaed  the  proAmatien 

^nsumg  Sunday^ 

M  dsj  at  length  arrived,  and  pmeiady 
^  o^JaakB  gnimlif  dspaaitsd  the 


visitenia  fimn  Satin  Lodga  al  Iha^apleadyi 
entrance  to  Alibi  House,  Then  waa  thn 
big  fbotma»r-aho>ulderknot,  red  bieechaf 
aiMi  alL  Tag-rag  felta  liMleneffvoua.  fiefoip 
they  had  entered  thegates, -the Ibnd,  proud 
paxeals  had  kissed  Weir  treaihling  daugh- 
ter, and  entreated  her  **  to  keep  her  apirits 
up!*'  The  exhortation,  was  naadfui;  foar, 
when  she  saw  the  sort  of  style  ^at  awaited 
them,  ahe  became  not  a  Utile  agitaled.  Whan 
she  entered  the  halWah !  oa  a  chair  lay  a 
{{loasy  new  hat,  and  a  delicale  abooy  ww- 
m^tick;  ao  he  had  ccais-*-was  then  up 
stairs!— Miss  Tagrag  tremhlad  im  (tff^qf 
limb.  -  .      V 

*^I  don't  know,  my  dear,?'  wfiiapeied 
Mrs.  Tagrag  to  her  husband,  widh  a  suh* 
dued  sign,  as  they  followod  the  splendid 
footman  up.ataira.*-*^^  It  nay  be  all  uncon* 
men  graml ;  but  somehow  I'm  afraid  we're 
doing  wn>ng«-4ls  the  Lord'a  Day*  laao  if 
oay  0ood  comes  of  it." 

««Tut^oldyour  tcn^l  Lok^lnveiio 
nonsense,"  sten^y  whiapeied  Mr.  Tagrag 
to  his  submissive  vdfe. 

**Yoai  name,  sir!"  quoth  the  fottmanin 
a  gentleaaanly  way. 

«« Mr.,  MiB.  and  Miss  Tasmff,"  lepUed 
Mr.  Tagrag,  afWr  cleinng  h&ibfiatt  and- 
so  Ihey  were  announced,  fiiisB^tik  oomhig 
forward  to  receive  the  ladies  with  the  SMBt 
chaiming  affability.  There  atoed  Titm«Rife 
in  an  easy  attitude,  with  hss  hailda  stack 
into  his  coat  pockets,  and  resting  on  his 
hips,  in  a  very  delicate  and  ^afiaait  fashion. 
How  eotnpletely  he  seemed  ataia^aase !  * 

«*0h  Lord!"  thought  Tagn^,  «'that^s 
the  young  ftUow  I  ua^  to  go  opi  ao  to !" 

In  dne  time  dinner  was  announcad ;  and 
who  can  describe  the  raptiire  that  Ihjillad 
through  the  bosons  of  the  Ihiai^  Tsgrags, 
when  Mr.  Quirk  reonestod  Mr.  Titmenae 
to  take  down — ^Miss  ragrag  I !  Hat  fMhaf 
took  down  Mm,  Alias;  Mr.i  Qatrk,  Mm. 
Tagrag;  and  Ctommon,  Misn  Quidu  She 
really  Blight  have  been  preod:of  iwr  fnitnar. 
Gammon  was  about  thnrty-«i^  yaan  oUi ; 
of  average  height ;  with  a  partieitlpriy  rai- 
tlemiudy  appearance  and  Addraaa,.  vmL  #n  ' 
inteUeotaal  and  even  handastna  eaqnteaanoe, 
:  though  occaaiqnally  it  woia^lo  ,a  keen  ab- 
aervar,  a  ainister  expraaaioB.  Ha  had  a  hive 
coat,  a  plain  white  waisteoa^  not  diafiguiad 
bv  any  glistening  fiddle4addla  ef  phis, 
chains,  or  quisamg^aaaas,  blad^.trouaen, 
and  ailk  atockings.  Theia  waa  at  anca  an 
^pearanea  of  neatnasa  land  cafdJoaanaaa ; 
aad  tiiem  waa  auch  aiaadjr  aniito  lancii  a 
bland  ease  and  acAf-fMeasaaionjihalit  hii»— 
as  coDiBliunicated  itself  to  those  a4iemiie.ad- 
draaaed.  1  hardly  know,  Mr.  ^BaaufeLte^^ahi^ 
I  hwa  tkiA  Xi<iVMA  ao  v^t&^^ai^^l  i|t)Ka  ^v 


«• 
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•IbB  I  Mai  detfnribing,  stroek  loe  moeli ;  but 
tlieie  ifetneh  things  as  wkited  walk  and 
ptdnUi  Mpukkra.  Dinner  vent  off  very 
pleaaantlT,  Uie  winee  aoon  communioating  a 
utile  confidence  to  the  flustered  gueats.  Bus. 
Tagfig  had  drank  so  Aueh  champagne— «n 
nnQsnu  bererage  for  her— that  almost  as 
soon  as  die  bad  setamed  to  the  drawinff- 
roomy  she  sate  down  on  the  sofa  and  fell 
■sleep,  iMtTinff  the  two  yotmg  ladies  to 
amuse  each  other  as  best  they  might ;  for 
Mrs*  Alias  was  Teiy  deaf,  and  moreorer 
tery  stiff  and  distant,  and  sate  looking  at 
th^  in  silence.  To  return  to  the  dimn^- 
room  for  a  moment.  'Twas  quite  delightml 
to  see  the  sort  of  friendship  that  seemed  to 

Sow  up  between  Quirk  and  Tagrag,  as 
eir  heads  got  filled  with  wine ;  at  the  same 
time  each  of  them  drawing  closer  and  closer 
to  Titmouse,  who  sate  between  them— 
Tolnbility  Itself.  They  soon  dropped  all 
disguise— each  plainly  under  the  impression 
iStax  the  other  could  net,  or  did  not,  observe 
him ;  and  altogether,  impelled  by  their  orer- 
mastering  motiyes,  they  became  so  bare- 
fiiMd  in  their  sycophancy— eridently  for- 
getting that  Gammon  was  piesent— that  he 
eould  seTeral  times,  with  only  the  ntmost 
difficulty,  refrain  from  bursting  into  laushter 
at  the  earnest  devotion  with  which  tiiese 
two  worshippers  of  the  little  golden  calf 
strove  to  attract  the  attention  of  their  divini- 

2,  and  TBoommended  Uiemselves  to  its 
VDur. 

At  lengtii  the  four  gentlemen  repaired  to 
the  drawing-ioom,  whence  issued  the  sounds 
of  music ;  and  on  entering  they  beheld  the 
two  lovely  performers  seated  at  Uie  niaao, 
ei^ged  upon  a  duet.  The  plump,  naxen- 
luured  Miss  Quirk,  in  her  nowinf[  white 
muslin  diess,  her  thick  gold  cham,  and 
massive  bracelets,  formed  rather  a  strong 
contrast  to  her  sallow,  skinny  little  com* 
panioB,  in  a  S]Nui-new  slate-coloured  silk 
dress, with  staring  scarlet  sash;  her  long 
cork-screw  rfaigl^  ^listemng  in  bear's 
grease  \  and  as  for  their  performance.  Miss 
Quirk  pla^red  boldly  and  well  dirougfa  her 
part,  a  soaile  of  contempt  now  and  then 
beaming  over  her  countenance  at  the  ridicu- 
lous incapacity  of  her  companion.  As  soon 
as  Uie  gentlemen  made  their  appearance  the 
ladies  ceased,  and  withdrew  from  the  piano ; 
Miss  Tagrag,  with  a  sweet  air  of  simplicity 
and  conscious  embarrawmentt  gliding  to- 
wards the  sofa,  where  sate  her  mamma 
■Sleep,  hot  whom  she  at  once  awoke.  Mr. 
Quiik  ezelahned,  as,  evidently  elevated  with 
wine,  he  slapped  his  daughter  on  her  fiit 
back,  ^  Ah,  Dom,  mv  dove T*  while  Tagrsff 

Jrfssed  hit  daughter's  check,  and  tK^^odWMA  I  hfti^  and  converse  with  m  great 
her  haodf  nnd  then  glanced  wVilgi  «.  ^TOudXo&VBSumiX.  hx\ev^\fi\«Ta4[ 
«id  deJigio^d  air  at  TitnuMon^  nvVio  *«%9i\tviV^^^  'w^a  ^itfwnwA.    >l&.ViiEM 


lolling  at  firil  lengdi,  upoii  the  cIm  «^ 
picking  his  teeth.    While  Miss  QnikaB 
making  tea,  Oaminoii  gayly  oonvenia|ii 
her,  and  in  an  under  tone  aatiiisiif  Hi 
Tasrag;  the  latter  yovmg  My  was  gait 
with  a  timid  air,  at  the  ▼nrioue  degut  v 
nacks  scattered  upon  the  tables  ud  lUi 
One  of  these  consisted  of  a  pretty  liitfe  la 
about  a  foot  square,  with  a  giass  lid,  tfan^  I 
which  she  saw  the  contents ;  and  t^*| 
a  little  surprised  her.     They  were  puestf  I 
cord ;  and  on  looldn^  at  one  of  the  fida«  I 
the  box,  she  read,  with  a  sudden  sbwys-l 
'«  Wiih  these  cords  were  tied  the  Asdri I 
Jrthur  Crrizzkgut^  exeeuted/or  kigitrmkm  . 
19ih  yovewtber^  18—.   Pretettied,  or  •  ■■I  i 
of  resped,  to  CoMf  Quirky  Esq.,  hj  Mm  k 
keteh.^'    Poor  Miss  Tagrag  recoOed  M  a 
the  box  as  if  she  had  seen  it  iUei  rff  Qi 
writhing  adders.     She  took  an  earfjefM  ^ 
tunity,  however,  of  calling  her  hihil  kn 
tention   to    it;  and    he  proneaneed  iff  Aa 


( 


•<  most  interesting  object,**  and  feleMi 
Tagrag  to  see  it.  She  agreed  iintd 
her  dauf^ter  and  then  wiui  her  htM 
Quietly  pushing  h^  investigatioiH,  H 
Tagrag  by-and-by  beheld  a  lam  and  ^ 
didly  bound  volume— in  fact,  Miis  Qdl 
album;  and  after tuming*  overmositfjk 
leaves,  and  glancing  over  the  *^vS 
effusions*'  ana  ^*  prose  sentiments,"  li 
few  fools  can  abstain  from  d^poshitf  ^ 
the  embossed  pages,  when  solidtodV^ 
lovely  proprietresses  of  sndi  works,  iW 
—her  heart  fluttered— ^Kwr  Miss  1^ 
almost  dropped  Ae  magnificent  vdw;^ 
there  was  uie  idolised  name  of  Mr.Tiii^l  M 
—no  doubt  his  own  handwritiiig  *b^  ^|  *^ 
position.  She  read  it  over  eagerly 
and  again-* 


k] 
Ik 

■01 

.  w 

fi» 

Til 


Tittlebat  TftmotiM  It  7ij  naae, 
Bnffland  Is  Mjr  Nailoti, 
London  la  My  dweUinf  Placa. 
And  Clurial  Is  My  Salratioa.'^ 


It  was  very— very 
its  simplicity !  She  looked  anxiood; ] 
for  writing  implements;  bntnotKeufi 
was  at  len^  obliged  to  trust  to  keri 
ry ;  on  which,  indeed,  the  exootsite  r 
sition  was  already  inscribed  in  ' 
characters.  Miss  Qoiik,  who  was' 
her  motions,  guessed  the  true  caoserf^ 
excitement;  uid  a  smile  of  min^sd  ^ 
and  pity  for  her  infatuated  delusica 
upon  her  face;  ia  which,  howefA' 
appeared  a  little  anxiety  when  shs ' 
Titmouse— net,  however,  pereeiviiif  < 
did  so  in  consequence  of  a  motion  fiani 
mon,  whose  eye  goveimed  his 
as  a  man's  those  mf  his  spodel- 
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In.  Tamgy  and  Mr.  Titmouse  i  haps  aerera}  maaaioiifl.  to  wliioh  Mr.  Tit 


Iter:  Wno  eodeavoored,  as  she 

the  staint,  to  direct  meltinff 

er  handsonie  and  distinffiiished 

They  eTidently  iold.  Tor  she 
mistaken ;  he  certainly  once  or 
ed  her  armr— and  the  last  fond 
ered  to  her  were,  ^*  Pon  mj  soul 

devilish  sorry  yoa*re  going !" 
a^  droye  home,  Uiey  were  all 
raises  of  those  whom  they  had 
,  particularly  of  those  whose 
pitality  they  had  heen  enjoying, 
ffhter,  with  whom  Mr.  Quirk 
Qy  have  wished  to  make  so 
natch  as  that  with  J*itmouso— 
I  plainly  en^faged  to  Mr.  Gam- 
indand  disuterested  was  Mr. 
ording  every  encouragement  in 
}  the  passion  which  Titmouse 
y  conceived  for  Miss  Tagrag ! 
se  ever  so  delightful  a  person 
I  How  oordially  he  had  snaken 
each  of  them  at  parting !— As 
Taff,  ahe  almost  felt  tha^  if  her 
>t  oeen  so  deeply  engaged  to 
»  could  have  loved  Mr.  Gam- 

abby,"  said  Mrs*  Tagraff,  ^  that 
)  Mrs.  Titmouse,  you'U  bring 
iband  to  hear  Mr.  Horror  t  You 
ghttobegiatefol  to  the  Lord- 
one  iC 

)  how' can  I  telll**  said  Miss 
ilantly.  ^  I  must  go  where  Mr. 
ooses,  of  course;  and  no  doubt 
ttinga  in  one  of  the  West  End 
ou  Jmow,  you  go  where  pa  goes 
re  Titmouse  ^oes !  But  I  will 
imes,  too— if  it*s  only  to  show 
above  itvVoa  know.  La,  what 
ill  be!  The  three  Miss  Knipps 
pe  they'll  be  there !  Fll  have 
a, lined  with  red  velvet;  it  will 
3el." 


in- 
iss  Taffrag,  with  ixrapressible 
Her  father  folded  her  in  his 
r  could  hardly  believe  that  they 
Satin  Lodge.  That  lespectable 
mehow  or  other,  now  looked  to 
all  of  them  shrunk  into  most 
>^ dimensions.  What  wash  to 
and  splendid  residence  which 
ited^f  And  what;  ia  aU  prtiba- 
rfnif  ftr  f(i  ffiii  iBsmiiii    ui  |m 


mouse  would  be  presently  entitled,  and — in 
his  rights— some  one  else  1 

Whilst  the  brilliant  success  of  Tittlebat 
Titmouse  was  exciting  so  mat  a  sensation 
among  the  inmates  ofSatin  Lodge  and  Alibi 
House,  there  were  also  certain  quarters  in 
the  upper  reg[ion  of  society,  in  which  it  pro- 
duced a  considerable  commotion,  and  where 
it  was  contemplated  with  feelings  of  intense 
interest;  nor  without  reason.  For  indeed 
to  you,  reflective  reader,  much  pondering 
men  and  manners,  and  observing  the  influ- 
ence ^f  great  weakh,  especially  suddenly 
and  unexpectedly  acquired,  upon  all  classes 
of  mardund—- It  would  appear  passing 
strange  that  so  prodigious  an  event  as  that 
of  an  accession  to  a  rortune  of  ten  thousand 
a  year,  and  a  large  accumulation  of  money 
besidfes,  could  be  looked  on  "with  indiflfer-. 
ence  in  those  regions  where  nonkt 

"If  like  the  eir  tbey  bceaiiw— if  1I19J  kate  It  aot, 
tbeydle;" 

in  its  absenee,  all  their  '^  hoooiir,.ieTa»  obe- 
dience, troops  of  friendsy''  disappear  Uke 
snow  under  sunshine;  the  edifiee  of  pomp,, 
hixury,  and  magnifirwise»thatj  **spae  Ukeaa 
exhalation,"  so  disappeariy— 

**  And,  Uke  an  an«ab«unttal  pofeftiit  Ikded,' 
Leaves  not  a  nwk  bthlMl;" 


Th^  away  money ^  and  that  which  raised  iti 
delicate  and  pampered  possessors  above  the 
common  conoition  of  mankind — ^that  of  pri- 
vation and  incessant  labour,  and  anxiety— 
into  one  entirely  artificial,  engendering  to> 
tally  new  wants  and  desires,  is  gone,  all 
gone;  and  its  occupants  sudd^y  rail,  as  it 
were,  through  a  highly  rarefied  atmosphere, 
breathless  and  dismayed,  into  contact  with 
the  chining  exigencies  of  life^  of  which,  till 
then,  ^ey  nad  only  heard  and  read,  some- 
times with  a  sort  of  morbid  s^rmpathy,  as 
we  do  hear  and  read  of  a  foreign  country 
hoot  stirring  the  while  froifi  our  snug  homes' 

quite  so  sure.  Tabby,  though,*'  hy  whose  comfortable  and  luxunons  fire- 

ler  fiither,  with  a  certain  swell      '  -    -  -•    ^^  » -*  »  _-»— ^         ^ 

'*  ihit  we  shall,  after  a  certain 

nue   to  live   in   these  parts, 


aides  we  read  of  the  frightful  pals3ring  cold 
of  Uie  polar  regions,  and  for  a  moment  sigh 
over  the  condition  of  their  miserable  inha* 

1  a  thing  as  retiring  from  bu-  (bitants,  as  vividly  pictured  to  us  by  adven- 

y ;  besides,  we  shall  nat'rally 

jar  you." 

90e  of  a  man,  pa,  linH  he  f " 


turous  travellers. 

If  the  reader  had  reverently  cast  hi&  eye 
over  the  pa^  of  that  glittering  centre  of 
aristocratic  literature,  and  inexhaustible  so- 
lace against  the  ennui  of  a  wet  day-— I  mean 
DebreU*s  Peerage^  his  attention  could  not 
have  failed  to  be  riveted,  amongst  a  galaxy 
of  brilliant  but  minor  stars,  by  the  rMiance 
of  one  transoendent  constellation.  Behold ; 
hush ;  tremble  !  —  **  Augustus  MoariMBa 
PuLNTAOBicrr  Fmr-Uaaa*  ^kkl  «t  Xi^aa- 
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T%N  fH^tf«A*rt>  A 


Fleeci  ;  k.G.,  ft.CA.,  "ftlCL.,  TP.RJS., 
&c.  ^.  &e. ;  lietitenant-^neTal  in  the  axiay, 
colooel  of  the  37th  regiment  of  Hgfat  dia* 

goons ;  lord-Iieutenant  of shire ;  elder 

brother  of  the  Trinity  House ;  formedy  lord 
steward  of  the  household;  succeeded  his 
lather,  Pbrct  CoNSTAirriNv  Pitz-Uhsk,  as 
£flh  earl,  and  twentieth  In  the  barony,  Jan- 
uary lOtb,  1795;  married,  April  1,  1789, 
Right  Hon.  Phillippa  fimmemie  Blanche 
SlacspleuichaD,  danghter  of  Archibald,  r(hith 
Duke  of  Tantallon,  K.  T.,  and  has  issue  an 
only  child. 

^  CSCIUA  PaaiPFA  liEOFOLDlirA   ThAXr 

TAOENET,  bom  June  10, 1790. 

^Town  residence,  Groevenor  Sauare. 

<<  Seats,  Gruneaghoolagban  Castle,  Oal- 
way;  Trearderorayeor  Manor,  Cornwall; 
IJmryllwarwpllglly  AbbeTi  North  Wales; 

Falace,  N.  Britain;  Pop- 


TuByclachnach  Talace, 
pleton  Hall,  Hertfordshire. 

^fiaridoait  by  Mtent,  IB^;  baiosy,  % 
writ  of  sommons,  Henry  II.*' 

No«r,  «B  Id  die  aboie  twrneBdooB  Utt'of 
isiili  Old  iMMenosfl*  be  it  dbsenrad  thftt  the* 
atl0l0»oe  of  two  of  tbe■^  TUb :  Qnmwuu 
^mra  md  Pmlem  Hdl,  was  tolnsUy 
well  aaoertained-by  the  latideBoe.of  the  a«- 
ffost  po|irietor  of  them,  and  the  expenditure 

Sunem  of  his  prinoely  leTenue  of  ifi!5000  a  { fimner  onef  aiHtle  oftcnaded. 
Tear.  The  ftxistenoe  of  the  remaining  onea, 
however,  the  names  of  Which  the  duigent 
chronicler  has  preserved  with  such  scrupu- 
lous aocniacy,  had  become  somewhat  }rro- 


blematica^  isince  die  era  of  -fte  dtiltl?^ 
and  ^e  physical  derangemeiit  offte  tfliv 
of  the  earth  in  thoee  parts,  whidi  oMMf 
conceive  to  have  taken  placed 


upon  those  events ;  ^ose  impocfai^  tM 
residences  having  b^en  origin^lyereetaji 
positions  so  carmtlly  selected  wflhtivr 
to  thc^ir  security  ac^ainst  aggra8iaD,«fe 
have  become  totally  inaccessible;  M» 
deed,tudLnown  to  the  present  inglonooiii^ 
de^nerate  race,  no  Icmser  ammatel  bjfrl 
spirit  of  chivalry  and  aoVentoie. 

I  have  now  recovered  mj  bresA  lAer^ 
bold  flight  ihto  the  resplendent  ivgioHf  I 
aristocracy;  but  my  eyes  are  still  dai^T 

The  reader  maV  by  Ms  time  havens 
intimation  that  Tittlebat  Titmouse,  in 
madder  freak  of  fortune  than  any  whidlr 
ilicomnrehensible  ladyship  hatii  hidieit»i 
hlbited  in  the  pages  of  this  histocf.isfrtj 
his  way  towards  a  dizzy  pitch  ofgranrfl 
viz.:  ^al  he  has  nov,  owing;  the  ven&ftfj 
the  Yorkshire  jmy,  taken^  ]^«fk{ 
Aubiey,  and  become  heir-expeetuiriff  I 
oldest  barony  in  4te  kingdom— U^J 
and  him  only  one  old  ]^r,  and  hn^l 
an  unmarried  daagfaterinterraiing.  T^ 
the  thing  demonstrated  to  yoor  veiy  i 
die  following  pedigree,  whidi  is 


u 


10 


•Dd  9f  tb«  R«malM  of 
(UMlf  EdUioJi,>iip.  lOQO-SOOO. 

Ul». 


dSolrvsKy  Pb  DaBuiraooo^r, 
fiiiBinoned  u  baroi^,  ky  torU,  12tb  Hen.  H. 
From  him  desMofl. 

fitnij  DieddliQ^a,  sixteenth  baron  My  writ, 
created  "Ejlml  or  PaaDDusoros,  1(kI7. 


I 


1 

(GhKiM,  nth 

and  Sd  ml) 

1 

(OmA^,  18th  bans 
and  3d  earL) 

i 

(John,  Idth  btnm 
aod4thearL) 

L 

(iUiffiistni  Mortimer, 
iOUi  baroQ  and 
0th  eul.) 

I 


^m 


iA**fa 


*1 


DMddlin^n,  (of  VkttMl) 
younger  brother. 


r 

Cat^©.) 


CbarlctD.l 


(LadjrCtedHa, 
ortycJllU.) 


(Stephen,  eldest 
bfotbtr.) 


(THmotteDc 
iMlioleheir.) 


•r 
ft 

•r 

Ha 

la 
an 

Vfl 

tie 
<»i<L 
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^rtkuuBs*) 
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Vnm  the  Aon,  I  «^  h^rA'V{i!^A^MDL\iMem,  %»  «a&j^inv<«wUL«*i 
Itet  TO  the  de»4  (Jf  tt^'iStt*  «<»A  «**'w«^\*^''^  ^«^ 


Ti:jf(THPttJ^A.Wi>,  A  YE**. 
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[y  CecUia;  and  thmt,  in  the  event  of  her 
n^  without  issue  in  the  liCetime  of  her 
ler.  Tittlebat  Titxnouae  would  become 
ID  DRiLfNcouRT,  (twenty-fiist  in  the  ba^ 
^ ;)  and  in  the  event  of  he?  dying  with- 
issae,  afler  her  father's  death,  Tittle- 
*  TiTMousB  would  beooaie  the  twenty* 
ond  Lord  DanuufoouRT;  one  or  other  of 
iph  two  splendid  positions,  but  for  the 
erprising  agency  of  Messrs.'  Quirk,  6am- 
Q)  and  Snap,  would  have  been  occupied 
Charubs  Aubrsv,  Esq.!  on  considering 
ich,  one  cannot  but  remember  a  aaying 
in  ancient  poet,  who  seems  to  have  kent 
keen  an  eye  upon  the  unaecountable 
ios  of  the  ffoddess  Fortune,  as  this  history 
iws  that  I  have.  Tis  a  passage  which 
'  Utile  schoolboy  will  translate  to  his 
t^er  Of  his  sisters— > 

— "  nine  aplccm  raptx 
Fbrtuna  cnoi  ttridortt  acuto 
SiulttUt,  Ue  poaultM  gttadeu*'* 

kt  the  time  of  which  I  am  writing,  the 
rl  of  Dreddlington  was  about  sixtr-seven 
LTs  old ;  and  he  would  realize  the  idea 
an  inearaation  of  the  snblimest  prim. 
was  of  rather  a  slight  make,  and,  though 
m  tolorably  advanced  age,  stood  as 
light  as  an  arrow.  His  hair  was  glossy, 
I  white  as  snow ;  his  features  were  of  an 
itoeratio  east;  their  expression  was  se- 
e  and  haughty ;  and  there  was  not  the 
phtest  trace  of  intellect  pereeptible  in 
m*  His  manner  and  demeanour  were 
n,  cold,  imperturbable,  inaccessible; 
Brever  he  wenw*»eo  to  speak— Jie  radiated 
U  Poverty  imbittered  his  spirit,  as 
lofty  birth  and  ancient  descent  generated 
prtde  I  have  spoken  of.  With  what 
a  and  supreme  self-satisihction  did  he 
c  down  upon  all  lower  in  the  peerage 
I  himself!  and  as  for  a  newly  created 
r,  be  looked  at  him  with  inefihble 
lain.  Amongst  his  few  equala  he  was 
ble  enough;  amongst  his  inferiors  he 
ibtted  an  insupportable  appearance  of 
lesoension-— one  which  excited  a  wis^ 
1*8  smile  of  pity  and  contempt,  and  a 
*8  aBffer— both,  however,  equally  naught 
Lhe  &rl  of  Dreddlington.  If  any  one 
Id  have  ventured  upon  a  post  mortem  ex- 
nation  of  so  august  a  struetare  as  the 
7%  carcass,  his  heart  would  probably 
B  been  found  to  be  of  the  size  of  a  pea, 
I  his  brain  very  soft  and  flabby ;  both, 
eevsr,  equal  to  the  small  occasions 
ieh,  fronl  time  to  time,  called  for  the  ex- 
iae  of  their  functions.  The  former  was 
wpied  almost  exdosively  by  two  feelings 
fove  of  himself  and  of  his  daughter,  (be- 
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oaape  opod  herwduAd  desMid  Ui  h$tKmji}. 

thelatter  exhibited  its  powers  (supposing  the 
brain  to  be  the  seat  or  the  mind)  in  master^* 
inff  the  militajry  details  requisite  for  nomi^ 
nau  soldiership;  the  game  of  whist;  th* 
routine  of  petty  business  in  the  House  of 
Lords;  apd  the  etiquette  of  the  court  Onsf 
branch  of  useful  knowledge  he  had,  how- 
ever, completely  mastered-— that  which  is  80 
ably  condensed  in  Debrett ;  and  he  became^ 
a  sort  of  oraole  in  such  matters.  *  As  for  liis 
politics,  he  professed  whig  principles— and 
was,  indeed,  a  blind  and  bitter  partisan*  In 
attendance  to  his  senatorial  duties,  he  prscH 
tised  an  exemplary  punctuality ;  was  sdwayn 
to  be  found  in  the  House  at  Hs  sitting  and 
rising;  and  never  once,  on  any  occasi|oni| 
?reat  or  small,  voted  aoainst  his  pa^.  Ha 
had  never  been  heara  to  speak  if  a  full 
house;  first,  because  he  coujd  never  mustse 
nerve  enough  for  the  purpose;  second]^;, 
because  he  never  had  any  thing  to  say ;  and, 
lastly,  lest  he  should  compromise  his  dig- 
nity, and  destroy  the  prestige  of  his  position, 
by  not  speaking  better  than  any  one  present. 
His  services  were  not,  however,  entirely^ 
overlooked :  for,  on  his  party  coming  into 
office  for  a  few  weeks,  (they  Knew  h  could 
be  for  DO  lons[er  a  time,)  they  made  him 
lord  steward  oT  the  household ;  which  was, 
thenceforward,  an  epoch  to  which  he  refer- 
red every  event  of  his  life,  ^at  and  smaR. 
The  great  object  of  his  ambition,  ever  since 
he  had  been  of  an  age  to  form  large  and 
comprehensive  views  of  action  and  conduct, 
and  conceive  superior  desipas,  and  achieve 
distinction  amongst  mankind — was,  to  ob- 
tain a  step  in  the  peera^ ;  for,  considering 
the  antiquity  of  his  family,  and  his  ample, 
nay,  superfluous  pecuniary  means — so  much 
more  tnan  adequate  to  support  his  present 
double  dignity  of  earl  and  baron— rbe  tnought 
it  but  a  reasonable  return  for  his  eminent 
political  services  to  obtain  the  step  which 
he  coveted.  But  his  anxiety  on  this  point 
had  been  recently  increased  a  thousand-fold 
by  one  circumstance.  A  gentleman  who 
held  an  honourable  and  lucrative  official  situ- 
ation in  the  House,  and  who  never  had  treat- 
ed the  Earl  of  Dreddlington  with  that  pro- 
found obsequiousness  which  the  earl  con- 
ceived to  be  his  due—but,  on  the  contrary, 
had  presumed  to  consider  himself  a  man  and 
an  Efnglishman  equally  with  the  earl— had, 
a  short  time  before,  succeeded  in  establish- 
ing his  title  to  an  earldom  that  had  long 
b€^  dormant,  and  vras  of  creation  earlier 
than  that  of  Dreddling^.  The  Bari  of 
Dreddlington  took  this  outward  cireum- 
stance  so  much  to  heart,  that  for  some 
months  afterwards  he  a\f^et«(^  ^  V^^vvx 
I  decline  v  %\ir«5a  e&ncp^twesLi^L  *»»  ^^w^^i^^'w^ 
^  wild  spwa  ii\)Mvm  ite  1SMt\  ^Tvo.^^* 
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fen.  made  hb  appeamnoe  in  the  Hoaae.  For 
thia  lamentable  atate  of  thinga  there  waa 
plainly  but  one  remedy-— a  MxaQUiaATE,  at 
which  the  earl  gazed  with  all  the  intense 
desire  of  an  old  and  feeble  ape  at  a  cocoa- 
nnt,  Juat  above  his  reach,  and  which  he  be- 
holda  at  length  firnisped  and  carried  off  by 
aome  nimbler  and  younger  rival.  Amongst 
all  the  weighty  carea  and  anxieties  of  thia 
life,  I  ^ust  do  the  Earl  of  Dreddllngton  the 
jnatice  to  say,  that  he  did  not  ne^ect  the 
eonoeme  of  hereafter — -the  aolemn  realitiea 
—that  future  rerealed  to  ua  in  the  Scrip- 
tares.  To  his  enlightened  and  comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  stote  of  things  around  him, 
it  was  evident  that  the  Author  of  the  world 
had  decreed  the  existence  of  the  regular 
gradationa  of  society. 

The  following  lines,  quoted  one  night  in 
the  House  by  me  leader  of  hia  party,  had 
infinitely  delighted  the  earl— 

**  Oh,  wiMre  DBstSB  te  thmkaa, 
Whkb  fai  ibe  ladder  to  all  high  detignt, 
Tb«  enterprise  it  tick ! 

Tmk9  but  Dietn  away,— antviie  that  itrinf , 
Aad,  bark !  what  dieeord  followe  1  each  thing  macti, 
la  mere  oppagbancy!*** 

When  the  earl  diacovered  that  Ais  waa  the 
production  of  Shakspeare,  he  conceived  a 
great  respect  for  him,  and  purchased  a  copy 
of  hia  worka,  and  had  them  splendidly 
bound ;  never  to  be  opened,  however,  except 
at  that  one  place  where  the  famoua  passage 
in  queation  was  to  be  found.  Since,  thought 
the  earl,  such  is  dearly  the  order  of  Provi- 
dence in.  thia  world,  why  should  it  not  be  so 
in  the  next  t  He  felt  certain  that  then  there 
would  be  found  corresponding  differences 
and  degreea,  in  analogy  to  the  differences 
and  degreea  existing  upon  earth ;  and  with 
this  view  h^  read  and  mdeavoured  to  com- 
prehend a  very  dry  but  learned  book-— But- 
ler's jSnabgy^  lent  him  by  his  brother,  a 
bishop.  Inis  consolatory  conclusion  of  the 
earPs  was  greatly  atrengthened  by  a  pas- 
aage  of  Scripture,  from  which  he  had  once 
heard  his  brother  preacl^— *'/n  my  FatherU 
Aoutf  are  many  mansions  ;  rf  it  had  not  heen 
<e,  /  would  hope  told  you/*  On  grounds 
such  as  these,  ai^r  much  conversation  with 
several  old  brother  peera  of  his  own  rank, 
he  and  they— those  wise  and  ^ood  men- 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no 
real  ground  for  apprehending  so  grievous  a 
misfortune  as  the  huddling^  together  here- 
lilter  of  the  great  and  small  mto  one  miscel- 
laneous and  ill-sorted  assemblage;  but  that 
the  rules  of  ^nscedence,  in  all  their  strict- 
asM,  as  being  founded  in  the  nature  of 
things,  wouki  meet  with  an  exact  observ- 
aiioe,  so  that  every  one  should  be  u\\iinaL\fi\^ 


equals,  llie  Rail  of  Dreddfingtoa  waU 
have,  in  fact,  as  soon  supposed,  witk  ii 
deluded  Indian,  that,  in  hia  voyage  to  ill 
next  world— 


fbhhAil  dog  ehoald  baar  him  caapMj;* 

aa  that  his  lordship  should  be  dooaied  S 
participate  the  same  regions  of  heaven  vtt 
any  or  his  domestics :  unless,  iudeevi,  bf 
some,  in  his  view,  not  improbable  ^wfm- 
sation,  it  ahould  form  an  ingredteot  in  tkir 
cup  of  happiness  in  the  next  world,  there  a 
perform  tnose  oflSces— or  analogoi^  os»- 
u>r  their  old  masters,  which  they  bad  ]«• 
formed  upon  earth .  As  the  earl  grev  olde^ 
theae  juat,  and  rational,  and  scnptei 
viewa  became  clearer,  and  his  fattii  firaet 
Indeed,  it  might  be  aaid  ^at  he  wns  iii 
manner  ripening  for  immortality— for  wUeI 
his  noble  and  lof^y  nature,  he  felt,  wnsfr 
ter,  and  more  likely  to  be  in  his  ele«4 
than  it  could  possibly  be  in  this  dnl]> 
graded,  and  confused  world.  He  koevlktf 
mere  his  sufferings  in  this  inferior  t^i 
existence  would  be  richly  recompenBCd;ftf 
si^erings  indeed  he  had,  tiiough  Ma^ 
arising  from  the  scanty  means  which  \d 
been  allotted  to  him  for  the  purpoiitf 
maiataming  the  exalted  raidc  to  mekl 
had  pleased  God  to  call  him.  The  K 
series  of  exquisite  mortifications  and  pincfr 
ing  privationa  ariaing  from  thbinadtM 
of  meana^  had,  however,  the  eail  dooM 
not,  been  designed  by  Providence  is  a  tod 
of  his  constancy,  and  from  which  be  vd( 
in  due  time,  issue  like  thrice-refined  fgiL 
Then  sIm  would  doubtless  be  lemenksi 
in  his  favour  the  innumerable  instSDctt^ 
his  condescension  in  minglmg  in  the  vt 
open  manner  with  those  who  wen  nsfat 
tionably  hia  in&riors,  sacrificing  hit  ffl 
feelings  of  lofty  and  faatidious  eielBa» 
ness,  and  endeavouring'  to  advance  # 
interests,  and,  as  far  aa  influence  aad  enr 
pie  went,  polish  and  refine  the  manaBi^ 
the  lower  orders  of  aociety.  Sach  ii* 
outline— alaa,  how  faint  and  imperfictW 
of  this  great  and  good  man,  the  EbI* 
I)reddlii^rton.  Aa  for  his  domestie  vd^ 
mily  circumstaneea,  he  had  been  a  wkM 
for  some  fifteen  years,  his  countess  bfrif 
^broo^t  him  but  one  child.  Lady  Csii 
Phihppa  Leopoldina  Plantagenet,  whovV 
in  almost  all  respects,  the  oounterMftof'^ 
illustrious  father.  She  resembled  hiii 
a  little  in  feature,  only  that  she  pait0ika 
the  plainness  of  her  mother.  Her  m 
plexion  was  delicately  fair;  butherfei^ 
bad  no  other  expression  than  that  of  a 
guid  hauteur.  Her  upper  eyelids  die 
^a  M 1^  ^^d  hardly  keep  them  opens 
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anoe,  so  uiat  every  ono  siumia  ue  mumaiiAv^  \  ^  V[  ^tA  ^^Mld  hardly  keep  them  open:  t 
•ad  efamailj  happy  in  tha  compaxky  o^  WW^ci  \vw  ^vsv^cXa^  vsMEA!w^V^<ifert 
♦  Trtflua  mmi  rrnailtfi.  I.  VOL  \>an!ft^«i  «ttfe\  awk  \aR.  \sttvBwMi«^:w» 
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It  ttid  exposed.    She  seemed  to  take 
ttle  interest  in  any  thing  on  earth,  so 

was  she,  and  inanimate.  In  person, 
ras  of  averae^e  height,  of  slender  and 

proportioned  figure,  and  erect  and 
ful  carriage,  only  that  she  had  a  habit 
owing  her  head  a  little  backward,  that 
her  a  singularly  disdainful  appearance, 
had  reached  her  twenty-seventh  year 
mt  haying  had  an  eligible  offer  of  mar- 
,  though  she  would  be  the  possessor  of 
ony  m  her  own  rig[ht,  and  JS5000  a 

a  circumstance  which,  it  may  be  be- 
lt not  a  little  imbittered  her.  She 
ted  her  father's  pride  in  all  its  pleni- 
You  should  have  seen  the  haughty 
3  sitting  silently  side  by  side  in  the 
ahioned  yellow^  family  caniage,  as 
Itoyo  round  the  crowded  park,  retum- 
e  salutations  of  those  they  met  in  the 
est  manner  possible.  A  glimpse  of 
at  such  ft  moment,  would  have  given 
1^  more  just  and  lively  notion  ottheir 
liaiacter,  than  the  most  anxious  and 
red  description  of  mine. 
5r  since  the  first  Earl  of  DreddJin^n 
nrough  a  bitter  pique  conceived  against 
ilest  son,  the  second  earl,  diverted  the 
pal  family  revenues  to  the  younflrer 
b,  leaving  the  title  to  be  supported  by 
£5000  a  year,  there  had  been  a  com- 

estrangcment  between  the  elder  and 
hunger — the  titled  and  the  moneyed-^ 
bes  of  the  family.  On  Mr.  Aubrey's 
ling  his  majority,  however,  the  present 
sanctioned  overtures  being  made  to- 
I  a  reconciliation,  beiiig  of  opinion 
Ifr.  Aubrey  and  Lady  Cecilia  might, 
termarriage,  effect  a  happy  re-union  of 

f  interests;  an  object  this  that  had 
ain  nearer  his  heart  than  any  other 
earth,  till,  in  fact,  it  became  a  kind  of 
*n.  Actuated  by  such  considerations, 
I  done  more  to  conciliate  Mr.  Aubrey 
le  had  ever  done  towards  any  one  on 
It  was,  however,  in  vain.  Mr. 
y^B  first  delinquency  was,  an  unqua- 
and  enthusiastic  adoption  of  tory 
»les.  Now,  all  the  Dreddlingtons, 
L  Kne  whereof  the  memory  of  man  run- 
let to  the  contrary,  had  been  firm, 
'liing  tories,  till  the  father  of  the  pre- 
irl  quietly  walked  oyer  one  day  to  the i 
tide  of  tlie  House  of  Lords,  completely 
^ted  by  a  bit  of  riband  which  tne  mi- 
held  up  before  him;  and  before  he 
^t  in  that  wonder-working  region,  the 
^rial  sid&  of  the.  house,  twenty-four 
»  he  dbcovered  that  the  true  dignificar 
1^  tory  was  6tgo<-— and  of  whisf,  patriot  : 
«  stuck  to  that  version  till  it  trans- 
it hJm  into  a  froJd  stick,  in  which 
ijr  be  dM,  baviaar  repeatedly  and  so-  { 


lonnly  impressed  upon  his  son  the  neoessiiy 
and  advantage  of  taking  the  same  view  of 
public  affairs,  with  a  view  to  arrive  at  simi- 
lar ^sults.  And  in  the  way  in  which  ha 
had  been  trained  up,  most  religioosly  had 
gone  the  earl ;  and  see  the  resmt ;  he,  also, 
attained  to  eminent  and  responsible  offic^^ 
to  wit,  ^at  pf  lord  steward  of  the  household. 
Now,  things  standing  fhos— how  could  the 
eari  so  compromise  his  principles,  and  indi- 
rectly injure  his  party,  by  suffering  his 
daughter  to  marry  a  tory  f  Great  erief  and 
-vexation  of  spirit  did  this  matter,  thereforet 
occasion  to  that  excellent  nobleman.  But, 
secondly,  Aubrey  not  only  declined  to 
marry  his  cousin,  but  clenched  his  refiisal, 
and  sealed  his  final  exclusion  from  the 
dawning  good  opinion  and  affections  of  the 
earl,  by  marrying  some  one  else— Miss  St. 
Clair.  Thencetorth  there  was  a  great  gulf 
between  the  Earl  of  Dreddlington  and  the 
Aubreys.  Whenever  they  happened  to 
meet,  the  eari  greeted  him  with  an  elabo- 
rate bow,  and  a  petrifying  smile ;  but,  for 
the  last  seven  years,  not  one  syllable  had 
passed  between  them.  As  for  Mr.  Aubr^» 
he  had  never  been  otherwise  than  amused 
at  the  eccentric  airs  of  his  magnificent  kins- 
man. Now,  was  it  not  a  hara  thing  for  the 
eari  to  bear—namely,  the  prospect  theie 
was  that  his  barony  and  estates  mi^ht  de- 
volve upon  this  same  Aubrey,  or  his  issue  1 
for  Lady  Cecilia,  alas !  enjoyed  but  preca- 
rious health,  and  her  chances  of  marrying 
seemed  daily  diminishing.  This  was  a 
thorn  in  the  poor  earl^s  flesh;  a  source  of 
constant  worri/  to  him,  sleepinff  and  waking: 
and,  proud  as  he  was,  and  with  such  good 
reason,  he  would  have  gone  down  on  hit 
knees  and  prayed  to  heaven  to  avert  so 
direful  a  calamity — to  see  his  daughter 
married. 

Such  being  the  relative  position- of  Mr. 
Aubrey  and  the  Earl  of  Dreddlineton  at  the 
time  when  this  history  opens,  it  ui  easy  for 
the  reader  to  imagine  the  lively  interest  with 
which  the  earl  first  heard  of  the  tidings  that 
a  stranger  had  set  up  a  title  to  the  whole  of 
Yatton  estates ;  and  the  silent  but  profound 
anxiety  with  which  he  continued  to  regard 
the  progress  of  the  affair.  He  obtained, 
from  time  to  time,  by  means  of  confidential 
inquiries  instituted  by  his  solicitor,  t  general 
notion  of  the  nature  of  the  new  claimant's 
pretensions ;  but,  with  a  due  degree  of  deli- 
cacy towards  his  unfortunate  kinsman,  he 
studiously  concealed  the  interest  he  felt  in 
so  important  a  family  question  as  the  suc- 
cession to  the  Yatton  property.  The  earl 
and  his  daughter  were  esLceedm^ly  %ii:£Lqm% 
to  ut  the  c\aiiaaikX\  w^  "wYv^iiVift  Vkw\  >^mi\ 
that  cl^mai\t  'wvja  a.  nen^croan  ^  ^  ^wArAi. 
whig  pmc\p\ea»'— Vae  «aA  ^iwa  ^w\Ttf«? 
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Mttiiig  it  domu  ?m  a  sort  of  special  intar- 
ference  of  Providence  hi  bis  favour;  and  one 
tbat,  in  the  natoial  order  of  thing*,  would 
lead  to  ^e  accomplishment  of  the  other 
TFishea  <^  the  earl.  Who  knew  but  that, 
before  a  twelvemoi^th  had  passed  over,  the 
two  branches  of  the  fomily  nuffht  not  be  in 
a  ^r  waj  of  being  re-anited-*and  thus, 
9moafSt  other  incidents,  invest  the  earl  with 
the  virtual  patronage  of  the  borough  of  Yat^ 
ton,  and  in  the  event  of  their  return  to  power, 
strengthen  his  elaim  upon  his  party  for  his 
lonff  coveted  narqaidatel  Urgent  business 
Had  carried  him  to  the  continent  a  few  days 
befoFe  the  trial  of  the  ejectment  at  York ; 
and  he  did  not  return  till  a  day  or  two  after 
the  court|  of  King's  Bench  had  solemnly 
declared  the  validity  of  the  plaintiffs  title 
to  the  Yatton  property,  and  consequently 
established  his  rignt  of  succession  to  the 
baronjr  of  Drelincourt.  Of  this  event  a 
lengthened  account  was  given  in  one  of  the 
Yorkshire  papers,  whick  fell  under  the 
ea4*s  eye  the  day  after  his  arrival  from 
s^road ;  and  to  the  report  of  the  decision  of 
Vie  question  of  law,  was  appended  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph : — 

*'  In  consequence  of  the  above  decision, 
Mr.  Aubrey,  we  are  able  to  state  on  the  best 
authority,  has  given  formal  notice  of  his 
intention  to  surrender  the  entire  of  the  Yat- 
ton property  without  further  litigation ;  thus 
making  the  promptest  amends  in  his  power 
to  those  whom  be  has — we  cannot  doubt, 
ilnwittinffly^-*iniared«  He  has  also  accepted 
tiie  Chiftern  Hundreds,  and  has  conse- 
quently retired  from  parliament;  so  that  the 
borough  of  Yatton  is  now  vacant.  We 
sincerely  hope  that  the  new  proprietor  of 
Yatton  will  either  himself  sit  for  the 
borough,  and  announce  immediately  his  in- 
tention of  doing  so,  or  give  his  prompt  and 
decisive  support  to  some  gentleman  of  de- 
cided whig  principles.  We  say  prompt-^ 
for  the  enemy  is  vigilant  and  crafty.  Men 
of  Yatton !  to  the  rescue ! ! ! — Mr.  Titmouse 
is  now,;nre  believe.  In  London.  This  foi- 
tonate  gentleman  is  not  only  now  in  posses- 
sion of  (he  fine  proper^  at  Yatton,  with  an 
unincumbered  rentrrolf  of  from  twelve  to 
nfteen  thousand  a  year,  and  a  vast  accumu- 
lation of  rents  to  be  handed  over  by  the  late 
possessor,  but  is  now  next  but  one  in  suc- 
cession to  the  Earldom  of  Dreddlinfirton, 
and  Barony  of  Drelincourt,  with  the  large 
family  estates  annexed  thereto.  We  believe 
this  is  the  old(;st  barony  in  the  kin^om.  It 
must  be  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  the 
present  earl  to  know  that  his  probable  sno- 


gnisked  political  life,  been  ao  aU«  ail  m^ 
sistent  a  supporter.'^ 

The  Earl  of  Dreddlkigloa  was  di^ 
flustered  on  leading;  the  above  ^araraC 
He  perused  it  several  times  wiUi  laamm^ 
satisfoctioib  The  time  had  at  length  una 
for  him  to  take  decinve  steps;  Day,<lo^i 
his  newly  discovered  kinsman  requusdi 

Messrs.  Titmouse  and  Gammon  «« 
walking  arm-in-orra  down  Oxfoxd  strata 
their  return  from  some  livenr  stables,  viia 
they  had  been  looking  at  a  horse  wbicfal^ 
moase  was  thinking  of  purchasing,  wk 
an  incident  occured  which  nifHed  kirn  h 
a  little.  He  had  been  recognised  aid  f» 
licly  accosted  by  a  vnlrar  fellow,  visii 
yard-measure  in  his  hand,  and  a  large  pea 
of  drapery  under  his  arm — in  fact,  ijm 
old  friend  Huckabaclr.  In  vain  did  & 
Titmouse  affect,  for  some  time,  not  I8  s 
his  old  acquaintance,  and  to  be  eanafi 
engaged  in  conversation  with  Mr.  G 

**  Ah,  Titty !— Titmbnse !   Well,  M^ 
Titmouse — how  are  you  T^Devilisli  to 
time  since  we  met  !*^    'Iltmoose  dire^H 
look  at  him  that  he  wished  coiiJdb 
blighted  him,  and  quickened  his  pa«iil| 
out  taking  any  farther  notice  of  t&i 
sumptuous  intruder.      Huckabael'i ' 
was  up,  however — ^roused  by  this  otf 
and  insolent  treatment  from  one  ivM 
been  under  such  great  obligations  to  isi| 
and  quickening  hu  pace  alsoyhekept"^ 
side  of  Titmouse. 

«*Ah,'*  continued  Huckaback,  "^ 
you  cut  me  in  this  way,  Titty  1  Y« 
ashamed  of  me,  surely  t  MaDT*s  tbr 
you've  tramped  up  and  down  Oxf«^ 
with  your  bundle  and  yard-measure — ^ 

"  Fellow !"  at  length  exclaimed  Ti  " 
indignantly.  "  'Pon  my  life  Plljiw, 
charge  if  you  go  on  so !  Be  on,  y* 
fellow!"  "Dem  vulgar  brute l"^ 
joined  in  a  lower  tone,  bursting  ii* 
spiration,  for  he  had  not  for^otteotbe 
lent  pertinacity  of  Huckaback*8  disj 

•*  My  eyes !  give  me  in  charge? 
I  like  that,  rather«-yon  vagabond ! 
what  you  owe  me!    Yoirre  a  si 
You  owe  me  fifty  pounds,  you  do!  J 
a  man  to  rob  me  !** 

"  Will  any  one  get  a  constable  ri 
Titmouse,  who  had  grown  as  vhi»« 
The  little  crowd  that  vna  collecdif 
them  began  to  suspect,  from 
agitated  appearance,  that  there  > 
some  foundation  for  the  cliaigei 
against  him. 

" Oh,  go,  get  a  constablgl  K< 
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't  interJEerenee  was  in  Tain, 
got  more  abusive  and  noisy; 
3  waa  at  band ;  so,  to  escape  toe 
interruption  and  nuisance,  he 
boacb  off  the  stand,  which  was 
nd.  Titmouse  and  he  stepping 
r  were  soon  out  of  sight  and 
fr.  Huckaback.  Having  taken 
rive,  t)iey  alighted,  and  walked 
ovent  Garden.  As  they  ap- 
e  hotel  they  observed  a  yellow 
>nce  elegant  and  somewhat  old- 
oiling  away  from  the  door. 
Mr  who  that  is,**  said  Gammon ; 
tVb  coronet  on  the  panel ;  and 
tieman  ia  aUting  down  in  the 

s  no  doubt  a  fine  thing  to  be  a 
1  that— but  ril  answer  for  it, 
i*s  as  poor  as  a  church  mouse,** 
louse,  as  they  entered  the  hotel, 
ment  the  waiter,  with  a  most 
>w,  presented  him  with  a  letter 
,  which  had  only  the  moment 
left  fbr  him.   The  card  waa 

3aRL  or  DsCDDUHGTOtl^t, 

ras  written  on  it,  in  pencil,  in 

)le  and  hurried  character— ^^  For 

se.'* 

re,  Mr.  Gammon!**  exclaimed 

excitedly,  addresainff  Mr.  Gam« 

also  seemed  great^  interested 

;urrence«     They  both  repaired 

table  at  the  extremity  of  the 
nunouse,  with  not  a  little  trepi- 
ily  breaking  a  large  seal  which 
le  earl's  family  arms,  with  their 
arteringa  and*  grim  supporters — 
eciated  by  Gammon,  however, 
tmouse— opened  the  ample  en- 

unfoldinff  its  thic]^  gilt-edged 
ead  as  followa  :-— 

irl  of  Dreddlington  has  the  ho- 
ing  upon  Mr.  Titmouse,  in  whom 
lappy  to  have,  so  unexpectedly, 
10  near  a  kinsman.  On  the  event 
brought  this  to  pass,  the  ^rl 
}S  himself  not  less  than  Mr. 
ind  hopes  for  the  earliest  oppor- 
>eTSonBl  introduction, 
rl  leaves  town  tOhday,  and  will 
ill  Monday  next,  on  which  day 
favoor  of  Mr.  Titmouse*s  com- 
ner.  He  may  depend  upon  its 
ly  a  feunily  reunion ;  the  only 
ent,  besides  Mr.  Titmouse  and 
ng  tiie  LadyCecilia. 
lor  Square,  Thursday, 
titmouse,  Esq.  &c.  se.** 

IS  Titmouse  had  lead  the  abeve, 
^  it  in  hia  ikand,  he  ffued  it 
T 


Gammon  with  mute  apprehension  and  de- 
light Of  the  existence,  indeed,  of  the  mag- 
nificent personage  who  had  just  introduced 
himself.  Titmouse  had  certainly  heard,  from 
time  to  time,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
proceeding  which  had  just  been  so  success- 
fully terminated.  He  had  seen  it,  to  be 
sure ;  but,  as  a  sort  of  remote  splendour, 
like  that  of  a  fixed  star  which  gleamed 
biightly,  but  at  too  vast  a  distance  to  have 
any  sensible  infiuence,  or  even  to  arrest  his 
attention.  After  a  little  while.  Titmouse 
began  to  (fatter  very  volubly,  but  Gammon, 
after  reading  over  the  note  once  or  twice, 
seemed  not  much  inclined  for  conversation, 
and,  had  Titmouse  been  accustomed  to  ob- 
servation, he  mi^ht  have  gathered  from  the 
eye  and  brow  oi  Gammon,  that  that  gentle- 
man*s  mind  was  very  deeply  occupied  by 
some  matter  or  other,  probably  suggested 
by  the  incident  which  had  just  taken  place. 
Titmouse,  by-and-by,  called  for  pens,  ink, 
and  paper — "  The  very  best  gilt4dged  pa- 
per, mind,** — and  prepared  to  reply  to  Lorji 
DreddUngton*8  note.  Gammon,  however, 
who  knew  the  peculiarities  of  his  friend*6 
style  of  correspondence,  suggested  that  %c 
should  draw  up,  and  Titmouse  copy  the 
following  note^  This  was  presently  done ; 
but  when  Gammon  observed  how  thickly 
studded  it  was  with  capital  letters,  the 
numerous  flourishes  with  which  it  was  gar- 
nished, and  its  more  than  Questionable  or- 
thography, he  prevailed  on  fitmouse,  after 
some  little  difficulty,  to  allow  him  to  tran- 
scribe the  note  which  was  to  be  sent  to  Lord 
Dreddlington.    Here  it  is. 

f^-Mr.  Titmoase  begs  to  present  his  cmn- 
pUments  to  the  Earl  of  Dreddlington,  and 
to  express  the  high  sMise  be  entertains  of 
the  kind  consideration  evineed  by  bis  lord 
^ip  in  his  call  and  note  of  to-day. 

^One  of  the  most  gratifying  cireom 
stances  oonneoted  with  Mr.Titmouse's  reoent 
success,  is  the  distiriguished  alliance  whieh 
his  lordship  has  been  so  nrompt  and  courte- 
ous in  reeognising.  Mr.  Titmouse  will  feel 
the  greatest  pleasure  in  availing  himself  of 
the  JBarl  of  Dreddlington*s  invitation  to 
dinner  for  Monday  next 

«« Cabbage-Stalk  Hotel,  Thursday. 
«« The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Dreddlington, 

&c.  &c.*' 

"Have  you  a  'Peerage*  here,  waiter?*' 
inquired  Gammon,  as  the  waiter  brought 
him  a  lighted  taper.  Dtbreti  was  shonly 
laid  before  him ;  and  turning  to  the  name 
of  Dreddlington,  he  read  over  what  has  been 
already  laidbefore  the  reader.  "  Humph* 
*  Lady  CsctVt  a*-— hero  ah&  \ft— V\2&  dAMi^Vtx— • 

what  pa«ie&  ^ktoqilEi  \i\%  rnvxA^^ »— ^v^w^ 
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left  Titmouse,  who  set  off  to  deposit  a  t;ard 
and  the  above  ** Answer**  at  Lord  Dreddling- 
ton*fr— he  made  his  way  towards  the  deleo 
table  regions  in  which  their  office  was 
situated — Saffron  Hill.  ***Tis  curious— 
amusing — ^interesting,  to  observe  his  pro- 
gress**—continued  Gammon  to  himsell — 

*<  Thgrag — and  his  daughter^ 

**  Quirk— ^nd  his  daughter. 

*'The  Earl  of  DreddHngton-^znd  his 
daughter.  How  many  morel  Happy! 
happy !  happy  Titmouse  !** 

Tiie  sun  tbat^was  rising  upon  Titmouse 
was  setting  upon  the  Aubreys.  Dear,  de- 
lightful— now  too  dear,  now  too  delierhtful — 
Yatton!  the  shades  of  evening  are  descend- 
ing upon  thee  and  thy  virtuous  but  afflicted 
occupants,  who,  early  on  the  morrow,  quit 
thee  forever.  Approach  silently  yon  con- 
servatoFjT.  Behold  in  the  midst  of  it,  the 
dark,  slight  figure  of  a  lady,  solitary,  mo- 
tionless, m  melancholy  attitude— her  hands 
clasped  before  her ;  it  is  Miss  Aubrey.  Her 
face  is  beautiful,  but  grief  is  in  her  eye ;  and 
her  bosom  heaves  with  sfghs,  which,  gentle 
as  they  are,  are  yet  the  only  sounds  audible. 
Yes,  that  is  the  sweet  and  once  joyous  Kate 
Aubrey. 

*Twas  she,  indeed ;  and  this  was  her  last 
visit  to  her  conservatory.  Many  rare,  deli- 
cate, and  beautiful  flowers  were  there :  the 
air  was  laden  with  the  fragrant  odonrs 
which  they  exhaled,  as  it  were  in  sighs,  on 
acconnt  of  the  dreaded  departure  of  their 
lovely  mistress.  At  length  she  stooped 
down,  and  in  stooping,  a  tear  fell  right  upon 
the  small  spri?  of  geranium  which  she  oren- 
ily  detached  from  its  stem,  and  plecea  in 
her  bosom.  **  Sweet  flowers,**  thought  she, 
**who  will  tend  you  as  I  have  tended  yon, 
when  I  am  gone.  Why  do  you  look  now 
more  beautinil  than  ever  you  did  before  V* 
Her  eye  fell  upon  the  spot  on  which,  till 
the  dav  before,  nad  stood  her  aviary.  Poor 
Kate  had  sent  it,  as  a  present,  to  Lady  De 
Im  ZoQch,  and  it  was  then  at  Fotheringham 
Castle.  What  a  flutter  there  used  to  be 
among  the  beautiful  little  creatures  when 
they  perceived  Kate's  approach !  She  turned 
her  head  away.  She  felt  oppressed,  and 
attributed  it  to  the  closeness  of  the  conser- 
vmtory-*-the  strength  of  the  odours  given  out 
by  the  numerous  flowers ;  but  it  was  sorrow 
that  oppressed  her;  and  she  was  in  a  state 
at  once  of  mental  excitement  and  physical 
exhaustion.  The  last  few  weeks  had  been 
an  interval  of  exquisite  suffering. '  She  could 
not  be  happy  alone,  and  yet  could  not  bear 
ftie  company  of  her  brother  and  her  sister- 
iih-hw,  DOT  that  of  their  innocent  children. 
Qaitting  U\e  conservatory  wiVh  «l  \ooV»  o't 
fingering  fondness,  she  p^sfted  a\on^  Vnto 
^Hhe  house  with  a  hurried  step,  wad  e^cwpeA 
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unobserved,  to  her  chaml>et — the  vovdn 
her  in  which  the  reader  obtained  imf$ 
glimpse  of  her :  and  in  which,  now  cBisi| 
It  silently  and  suddenly,  the  doorbdv e* 
closed,  not  shut,  she  observed  her  mm 
little  maid  Harriet,  sitting  in  tears  brfvi 
melancholy  heap  of  packages  pxepiid  Ir 
travelling  on  the  morrow.  She  rose  all 
Aubrey  entered,  and  presently  ezchiii(lj^ 
passionately,  bursting  afresh  into  t«l°^ 
*•  Ma'am,  I  eanU  leave  yoo— indeed  laHi ^J" 
I  know  aH  your  wajrs ;  I  won't  go  id  af  I  ™** 
one  else !  I  shall  hate  service !  and  I  karl  ^^^ 
dieyll  hLte  m«  too ;  ibr  I  shall  cry  myieif  1 1  r*^  < 
death.^*  |»r^<» 

*^Come,  come,  Harriet,  this  is  ▼erjyl'^'W 
ish;  nay,  it  is  unkind  to  distress  me  Dn*7  ^< 
manner  at  the  last  moment.** 

**0h,  ma'am,  if  you  did  hut  know  tm 
love  you!    How  rd  go  on  mv  kDMl 
serve  you  all  the  rest  of  the  davi  of 
life.*' 

«« Don*t  talk  in  that  way,  Harriet; 
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a  good  giii,"  said  Miss  Aubrey  rather  fii^l  'jj^^ 
aira,  smking  into  the  chair,  she  hondu    .  J^  ^ 


calBM»£r^ 


face  in  her  handkerohief ;  ^voukiuvfi 
had  a  great  deal  to  go  through,  BaiaHtd 
am  in  very  poor  spirits." 

^1  know  It,  ma'am,  I  do,  and  thafulf 
I  can't  bear  to  leave  you!"  She  wk^ 
her  knees  beside  Miss  Aubrey.  *t 
ma'am,  if  you  would  hut  let  me  stijit 
you !  I've  been  trying,  ever  since  yoe " 
told  me,  to  make  up  my  mind  to  (nrt 
you;  and,  now  it's  coming  to  me  ' 
can't,  ma'am— indeed ,  I  can't !  If  ye 
but  know,  ma'am,  what  my  thongii^ 
been  while  I've  been  folding  um  pa 
up  your  dresses  here ;  to  thiiS  that 
be  with  you  to  unpack  them;  it'stery 
ma'am,  ^at  madam's  maid  is  to  go 
her,  and  I  am  not  to  go  with  yoo." 

**  We  must  have  made  a  choice, 
said  Miss  Aubrey,  with  forced 

*'Yes,  ma'am;    but  why  did  ?« 
choose  us  both  t     Because  we've  wA 
ways  done  our  best ;  and,  as  for  me, 
never  spoke  an  unkind  word  to  meii 
life ?' 

''Harriet,  Harriet,"  said  Misi 
tremulously, ''  I've  several  times 
to  you  that  we  cannot  any  longer  tSod 
to  have  our  own  maid ;  si»d  Mrs.  A^ 
maid  is  older  than  you,  snd  knows  bfl 
manage  children——" 

'*  what  signifies  affording,  ma*ui1 
ther  she  nor  1  will  ever  take  a  ihil&f  ^ 
wages ;  I'd  really  rather  serve  yon  ft" 
thing,  ma'am,  than  any  other  lady  kf*^ 
dred  pounds  a  year !  Oh,  so  faW7*J 
^Veetv  Vn  ^ wx  %«s\R»^  ma'am !"  «m  i 
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r  Ab  {mill  you  giye  nsi'*  nid  MIm 
wy,  faintlv«  Haniet  got  op,  poured 
m  glass  of  water,  and  forced  her  pale 
nns  to  ewallow  a  little,  which  preaently 
f^  her« 
Harriet,*'  said  she,  ''yon  have  nerer 

disobeyed  zne,  and  fmw  I  sun  certain 
yoa  won't.  1  assure  you  that  we  have 
B  all  oar  airangements,  and  cannot  alter 
ft.  I  hare  be^  Teiy  foitiuiate  in  ob- 
Jig  for  you  so  kind  a  mistress  as  Lady 
Hon.  Remember,  Harriet,  she  was  the 
Bt  bosom  friend  of  my——"  Miss  All- 
y's voice  trembled,  and  she  ceased  speak- 
Por  a  minute  or  two,  during  which  Ae 
fgled  against  her  fedings  with  moment- 
success.  *'  Here's  the  prayer«4>Q{^" 
presently  lesomed,  opening's  drawer  m 
mssinff-table,  and  taking  out  a  small 
me-— **  Here's  the  piayer-book  ]LjtfO? 
d  yoQ ;  it  is  very  prettily  bound  ,^aiid  I 

'written  yoar  name  in  it,  Harriet,  as 
desired.    Take  it,  and  keep  it  for  my 

Will  you  1" 
>b,  ma'am,"  replied  the  girl,  bitterly,  **I 
never  bear  to  look  at  it,  but  I'll  never 
srith  it  till  I  die." 

fow  leave  me,  Harriet,  for  a  short 
—J  wish  to  be  alone,**  said  Miss  Au- 
;  and  she  was  obeyed.  She  presently 
und  bolted  the  door;  and  then,  secure 
Imtermption,  walked  slowly  to  and  fro 
•Ktae  time ;  and  a  long  and  deep  current 
^lancholy  thoughts  wad  feelings  flowed 
^h  her  mind  and  her  heart.  She  had, 
•  short  time  before,  seen  her  sister's 
^  children  pnt  into ,  their  little  beds  for 
Lflit  time  at  Yatton ;  and,  together  with 
siother,had  hung  fondly  over  them, 
^  and  embracing  them— their  little 
^-wanderers,  dll  her  feelings  compelled 
*•  ieave  them.  One  bv  one  all  the  dear 
^erable  ties  that  had  attached  her  to 
■>«  and  every  thing  connected  with  it, 
cilice  her  birth,  hsu  been^  severed  and 
■^^-—ties,  not  onlv  the  strength,  but  the 
^scistence  of  wkiofa,  she  had  scarce 
^"^rare  of  till  then.  She  had  bade— as 
^U  of  them— repealed  and  agoniabg 
^llfl  to  dear  and  old  friends.  Her  v«y 
Within  her  trembled  as  she  gazed  st 
i^^ts  familiar  to  her  eye,  and  gQgU|&t 
^^^numerable  little  softening  fiBocifr- 

^rer  since  W  infancy.  Nothing 
^  them  now  belonged  to  ihem*^\mi  to 
'^^ger^—to  one  who—she  shuddered 
^  as^st.  She  thought  of  the  fearful 
^^  m  which  hef  brother  was  placed'— 
^^  at  the  mercy  of,  it  might  be,  selfish 
^^»aeious  men — ^what  indeed  was  to 
^  of  all  of  them  1    At  lepgth  she 

Ksfseif  into  the  Jarge  old  e%8j  chair 
stood  Dear  the  windoWf  and  with  a 


fluttering  heart,  and  hasty,  tremulpus  handf 
drew  an  open  letter  from  her  bosom*    She 
held  it  for  some  moments,  as  if  dreading 
again  to  peruse  itr-butat  length  she 
folded  it,  and  read— 

*'  No,  my  own  Kate !  I  neither  can 
will  forget  you— nor  shall  you  forget  ma.  I 
care  not  about  ofiending  you  in  this  point* 
Sa^  what  y6u  like,  do  what  you  like,  go 
wmthersoever  you  choose— -you  shall  never 
escape  Geoffirey  Delamere.  How  should  i^ 
be  so  t  Why,  my  sweet  Kate,  you  abs-^ 
^Gfiflme  a  part  of  my  very  beii^,  and  you 
know  it;  we  both  luiow  it.  Without  my 
own  darling  Kate,  the  future  is  an  utter 
blank  to  me ;  come,  my  own  love,  may  I< 
not  hope  that  it  is,  in  a  measure,  the  same 
with  you  ?  Can  you  possibly  think  of  or. 
name  a  sacrifice  1  would  not  make  for  you  3 
Kate,  Kate,  in  the  plain  language  of  a  fond 
and  honest  heart,  let  me  tell  you  that  I  be- 
lieve you  love  me."  Here  Miss  Aubrey's 
hand  dropped  with  the  letter  upon  her  lap, 
and  she  burst  into  a  passionate  flood  of  tears. 
After  an  interval  of  several  minutes  sho* 
again  took  up  the  letter. 
**  Because  you  know  how  I  love  you.  And 
et  I  sometimes  doubt  it— I  sometimes  trsiiH> 
le  to  think  that  possibly  there  may  be  otiier 
reasons  than  those  which  you  assign,  for 
resisting  not  only  my  passionate  entreaties* 
but  those  of  my  mother;  theof(enf«xpressed 
and  anxious  wishes  of  my  father,  (as  ha 
himself  over  and  over  again  told  your  bro- 
ther,) of  all  my  family ;  of  your  family;  and 
friends.  Heavens,  it  alarms  me  to  rocapita- 
late  in  this  wav !  Why,  whom  else  is  there^ 
dear,  dearest  Kate,  to  consult  1  Yield,  yield 
to  the  impulse  of  your  own  pore,  and  gentle* 
and  ffenerous  heart,  and  throw  to  the  winds  . 
the  absurd  fancies— the  doubts  and  fears-^ 
with  which  you  torment  both  yourself  and 
*    How  1  wish,  if  I  am  to  suffer  in  this 
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grievous  way,  that  you  were  a  shade— -ay» 
even  so,  a  shade  less  delicate— not  quiU  so 
highminded  T  You  are  so  to  a  pitch  that, 
really — really  is  morbid !  It  makes  my 
very  heart  bleed  (and  you  ought  not  willing-) 
ly  to  give  me  pain)  to  hear  you  talk  of  your 
lieing  portionless— a  beggar.  I  have  scares 
patienoe  to  write  the  words.  Why,  if  it 
were  even  so,  what  would  money  signify  to 
me?  Have  I  not  moce,  tar  more,  than 
enough  t  Oh,  Catherine,  be  but  mine,  and 
I  am  the  happiest,  the  richest,  the  proudest 
man  in  the  country*  But  what  am  I  saying! 
Perhaps  Miss  Aubrey  is  reading  that  which 
I  scarcely  know  how  I  am  writing,  with  a 
eold  and  angry  look.  If  so,  1  had  bener 
conclude;  I  have ex)iaasted all  the  languaga 
at  my  command,  and  \i  \\\!Aa\)«nci  ^^i  Na 
offend  yQia,w\iataeiu^QfDn!^>A0Ti\%xsk\T^^^ 
Here  Miss  AuVjwy  ^^;aMi\ai^  ^<yw\i^^«^\^-' 


s>^ 
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ter,  and  t^iift  bunt  into  tsara,  and  wept 
long  and  biUefrly.  Onea  OAore  she  reanmed : 
**  It  fnay  seem  cniel  of  me  to  write  thus  at 
n  aK»mant  when  your  heart  ia  bleedings  for 
your  brother — ^your  noble,  higfa^mmded  br&- 
tlMt ;  but  in  remembering  him,  do  not  forget 
ae;  and  if  remembering  me  ahould  in  any 
way  injure  tha  intereata  of  your  brother, 
forget  me,  if  you  will.  0  Kate !  God  knowa 
what  aleepleas  nighta  and  daya  of  anxiety 
your  toother'a  cruel  miaibrtune  haa  coat  na ! 
^¥hy,  ob  why,  cannot  I  persuade  you,  that 
thia  caaUe  ia  large  enoagn  for  all  of  na  t  I 
am  writing  an — and  on*-and  on*— aa  if  ahe 
I  love  were  eettinff  off  to  a  distant  country, 
never  to  return.  O  Kate,  think  you  could 
but  aee  the  agony  of  grief  and  love  in  which 
I  took  up,  and  now  lay  down  my  pen ! 

*'  G.  D." 

Misa  Aubrfff ,  quite  overcoane  by  her  feel- 
ings, hastily  mlded  up  the  letter,  replaced  it 
whence  she  had  taken  it,  and  sobbed  bitter- 
l]f.    Alas,  what  additional  poignancy  did  it 

?'va  to  the  agoniea  of  her  last  evening  at 
atton !  She  had,  however,  become  some- 
what cahner  by  the  time  that  she  heard  the 
daoT  hastily  but  gently  tapped  at,  and  then 
attempted  to  be  opened.  Misa  Aubrey  roae 
and  unbolted  it,  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  entered, 
her  beautiful  countenance  aa  pale  and  aad 
as  that  of  her  sister-in-law.  She,  however, 
was  both  wife  and  mother;  and  the  varioua 
earaa  which  these  relationa  entailed  upon 
her  at  a  bitter  moment  like  the  present, 
•arved,  in  some  measure,  to  occupy  her 
tlMragfata,  and  prevent  her  from  being  ab' 
aorbed  by  the  beart4>reakinff  cireumstanoea 
which  surrounded  her.  Suffering  had,  how- 
ever, a  little  impaired  her  beauty;  her 
eheek  waa  very  pale,  and  her  eye  and 
brow  laden  with  trouble. 

**Kate,  dear  Kate,*'  aaid  ahe,  rather 
^lickiy  closing  the  door  after  her,  **  what 
ia  to  be  donel  Did  yon  hear  cairiage- 
w^eela  a  few  momenta  ago!  Who  do  you 
thmk  have  arrived  1  Aa  I  fancied  would 
be  the  case,  the  De  la  Zouehea.**  Miaa 
Aubrey  trembled  and  turned  pale.  **  You 
muat  ae^— you  must  see  Lady  De  la 
Zouch,  Kat^-^they  have  driven  from  Foth- 
aringham  on  purpose  to  Uke  a  laat  ^Baewell ! 
*Tia  very  pamfbl,  but  what  can  be  done  1 
You  Imow  what  dear  good  fHenda  they 
are.** 

*'  Is  Lord  I>e  la  Zoacn  come,  also  V  in- 


ffuircd  Miss  Aubrey,  apprehensively. 

**  I  will  not  deceive  you,  dearest  Kate, 
they*  are  all  come;  but  she  only  ia  in  the 
kHM0 :  ihey  are  gone  out  to  look  (or  Chariaa, 
9rho  id  walking  in  the  paik.^^    Mm  Kxi- 
t^p^  gnwe  A  sudden  ahnddfit\  v^  aS\ex\^\SS»a«i>eMi&  ^ten:^'^ 


evidently  a  violmt  tkaifgjh  with  1 
inga,  tlie  eokor  having  entirdy 
her  fiioe,  and  left  it  of  an  ashy  wl 
**I  cannot  muster  up  raaolation 
Agnea,**  she  whiapered,     ^*I  kn 
errand." 

M  Qare  ^ot  abovt  their  emnd,  loi 
diall  not  be  ticmUed— yoo  ahaU 
pefsecmed.*'  Bfiss  Aubrey  ahook  1 
fttd  grasped  Mrs.  Aolnrey's  hand. 

^  They  do  not,  tk^  canaot  perai 
It  ia  aeruel  and  hush — snd  coa« 
noble,  how  diauiterastad  is  their  < 
it  ia  thai  wliich  subdues  noe.** 

Mra.  Aubrey  threw  her  ama  n 
agitated  aiater-in^law,  and  toideri; 
her  forehead. 

'•Oh,  Agnes!''    faltered   Miss 
presamg  her  hand  upon  her  beazt  t 
the  intolerable    oppressiosi   ahe  i 
*<  would  to  Heaven  that  I  kad  aera 
never  thought  of  him.'' 

*  Dont  W  that  be  will  attssq 
you  on  80  sad  an  occasion  as  tim^ 
mere  ia  a  man  of  the  utmost  delia 
generosity." 

*'  I  know  he  is,  I  know  he  iM^^ 
Mias  Aubrey. 

''Stay,  111  ten  yoo  what  to  do; 
down  and  return  witb  Lady  DeltJ 
wecan  see  her  hers,  ondiaterhed  aid 
for  a  few  momenta ;  and  thea,notlHii| 
ful  eem  occur.  Shall  I  bring  herf  i 
quired,  riainff.  Miaa  Aninrey  did  wt 
sent;  and  within  a  veiy  few  mio^ 
Mra.  Aubrey  vetumed,  aoccmpaa' 
Lady  De  la  Zooeh,  rather  aa  eMf 
man,  her  countenance  still  haadMBi 
vi^  digniied  carriage,  of  an  oM 
mild  disposition,  and  passicDatdxM 
Miss  Aubiey.  Hastily  drawioff  siM 
veil  aa  she  entered  the  room,  us  ^ 
quickly  op  to  Miaa  Aubrey,  and  ftr^ 
momenta  ^^asped  her  hands  ia  s&i* 

••Thia  la  very  aad  work,  Mi»  *"** 
aaid  ahe  at  length, hurriedly]^' 
luggage  lyinff  piled  up  at  the  ods( 
the  room,    lliaa  Aubrey  made  oo  ^ 
butaheok  her  head.    '•It was 
temptinr  it,  we  oould  not  sta^at  1 
have  naked  being  charged  with  e 
sion;  forgive  me, dearest,  villroi^i 
will  not  oome  near  you!'*   Mi*, 
trembled.  ••  I  feel  as  if  Ji  were_ 
a  daughter,  Kate,"  said  Lady ' 
with  andden  emotion.  ••  How  yetf' 
and  I  loved  one  another!" 

"For  merey'a  aake  mxk  the 
feel   suffocated,"  falteied  Mi« 
Mra.  Aubrey  threw  up  theviadoVr^ 


co^^i«&«dxVQi^  breese  of  etMfl 
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ed  ^e  drooping  spirits  of  Mim  Ailbiey, 

walked  gently  to  a»d  fro  about  the 
,  supporlSi  by  Lady  De  la  Zouoh  and 
AubTey,and  9oon  recoTored  a  tolerable 
se  of  eompoaure.  Tlie  three  ladiea 
mtly  stood,  arm  inarm,  sasing  through 
ieep  bay  irindow  at  the  ttne  and  exten- 
pTospect  it  commanded,  tlie  gloom 
rening  was  beginning  to  steal  over  the 
icape* 

How  beaatiful  l**  exclaimed  Miss  An* 
,  with  a  deep  sigh^  > 
Rie  window  in  the  nortliem  tower  of 
»8tle  commands  a  s^ll  more  extensiye 
,"  said  Lady  De  la  Zonch.  Miss  An- 
suddenly  looked  at  her,  and  burst  into 
u  After  standing  gasing  through  the 
low  for  some  time  longer,  they  stepped 
d  into  the  room,  and  were  soon  engaged 
>ep  and  earnest  conversation. 
)r  the  last  ^ree  weeks  Mr.  Aubrey  bad 
essed  himself  wiA  calmness  and  energy 
k  painful  dutira  which  had  derolTed 
I  him,  of  setting  kis  houte  in  order.  Im- 
iately  after  quitting  the  dinner-table  that 
-a  mere  nominal  meal  to  himself,  his 
and  sister — ^he  had  retired  to  tiie  library, 
nnplete  the  extensive  and  important 
sgements  consequent  upon  his  abandon- 
t  of  Yatton ;  and  after^  about  an  hour 
occupied,  be  walked  out  to  take  a  soli- 
— a  melancholy— fii  last  walk  about  the 
erty.  It  was  a  moment  that  severely 
his  fortitude ;  but  that  fortitude  stood 
trial.  He  was  a  man  of  lively  sensi- 
ies,  and  appreciated,  to  its  utmost  ex- 
the  melancholy  and  alamdng  change 
had  come  over  his  fortunes.  Surely 
the  bluntest  and  coarsest  feelings  that 
tried  to  disguise  and  dignify  &em- 
e  under  the  name  of  srotciSM— to  con- 
into  bravery  and  fbrtitude  a  stupid,  sul- 
insensibility — must  have  been  not  a 
shaken  by  such  scenes  as  Mr.  Aubrey 
lad  to  pass  trough  during  the  last  few 
:«— ecenes  which  I  do  not  choose  to 
)8s  the  reader's  feelings  bv  dwelling 

in  detaU.  Mr.  Aubrey  had  no  mean 
nsions  to  real  philosopny ;  but  he  had 
oster  pretensions  to  aniimnitely  higher 
cter — ^that  of  a  CnBisriAir.  He  had  a 
tinwavering  conviction,  that  whatever 
him,  either  of  ^od  or  evil,  was  the 
^tion  of  the  Almightjr — infinitely  wise, 
tely  good  ;-^-and  this  was  the  source 
^  fortitude  and  resignation.  He  felt 
'If  here  standing  upon  ground  that 
Hamovable. 

avert  the  knisfortune  which  menaced 
tie  had  neglected  no  rational  and  con- 
ticms  means.  To  retain  the  advantam 
and  station  to  whidi  he  had  W 
r9 


lieved  himself  bom,  lie  had  made  the  most 
strenuous  exertions  consistent  with  a  rigid 
sense  of  honour.  What,  indeed,  could  he 
have  done  that  he  had  "not  done  T  tie  had 
caused  the  claims  of  his  opponent  to  lie 
subjected  to  as  severe  and  skilrul  a  scrutiny 
as  me  wit  of  man  could  suggest ;  and  they 
had  stood  the  tat.  Those  claims,  and  his 
own,  had  been  each  of  them  placed  in  the 
scales  of  justice;  those  scales  nad  been  held 
up  and  poised  by  the  pure  and  firm  hand* 
to  which  the  laws  of  God,  and  of  the  coun* 
try,  had  committed  the  administration  of 
justice;  on  what  ground  could  a  just  and 
reasonable  man  quarrel  with  or  repine  at  Hie 
issue!  And  su^posinff  tiiat  a  perverse  or 
subtle  in^nuity  in  his  legal  advisers  CftuM 
have  densed  means  for  delaying  his  sur- 
render of  the  property  to  him  who  had  been 
solemnly  declared  its  true  owner,  what  rest 
and  ultimate  advantage  could  he  have  oly- 
tained  by  such  a  dishonourable  line  of  con- 
duct! Could  the  spirit  of  the  Christian 
religion  tolerate  the  bare  idea  of  it  ?  Could 
suc^  purposes  or  intentions  consist  for  one 
instant  with  the  consciousness '  that  the 
awful  eye  of  God  was  always  upon  every 
thought  of  his  mind,  every  fbelino^  of  his 
heart,  every  purpose  of  his  wSl!  A 
thorough  and  lively  oonviotion  of  Qrod^ 
moral  government  of  the  world  secured  him 
a  happy  composure-— a  glorious  and  hnmov- 
able  resolution;  it  enabled  him  to  forma 
true  estimate  of  things;  it  extracted  the 
sting  fVom  grief  and  regpret ;  it  dispelled  the 
gloom  that  would  otherwise  have  settled 
portentously  upon  the  future.  Thus,  he  had 
not  for  gotten  me  exhortation  which  spoke  u/nk> 
himj  as  tinto  a  ehili  /  9fy  son,  despise  not 
thou  the  chastening  of  the  Lord^  nor  faiHt 
when  thou  art  rebuked  cf  Him,  And  if,  in- 
deed, religion  had  npt  done  this  for  Mr.  Au- 
brey, what  could  it  have  done,  what  would 
it  have  been  worth  1  It  would  have  been 
that  indeed  which  dull  fools  suppose  it^— n 
mere  name,  a  melancholy  delusion.  What 
hopeless  and  lamentable  imbecility  wonM 
it  not  have  argued,  to  have  acknowledged 
the  reality  and  influence  of  religion  in  the 
hour  of  prosperity — and  to  hav^  doubted, 
distrusted,  or  denied  it  in  the  hour  of  adver- 
sity !  When  a  child  beholds  the  sun  eb» 
scured  by  the  dark  clouds,  he  may  think,  in 
his  simplicity,  that  it  is  gone  forever;  butti 
MAN  knows  that  behind  is  the  sun,  glorious 
as  ever,  and  the  next  moment,  the  eiouds 
having  rolled  away,  its  glorious  warmth  and 
light  are  again  upon  the  earth.  Thus  ia  k, 
th^udit  Aubrey,  with  humble  but  cheerfhl 
confidence,  with  the  Almighty — ^who  hath 
declared  himself  the  Father  of  the  sf^'Hts  4[ 
aUJlkk^ 
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'   **BiMa4tfirowiiftRf  ProTMtBM 

Ha  btdea  a  Bmllliif  (kee  i 
Blind  anbelicf  is  lurc  to  •rr. 

And  tcaii  his  wotki  In  taIh  f 
Ood  is  bis  own  internretsr. 

And  IM  frill  m&ko  it  pinin !" 

«« Therefore,  O  my  God!''  thought  Au- 
biej»  at  be  thus  pixed  upon  the  lovely 
•oenes  fiimiliar  to  him  from  his  birth,  and 
£rom  which  a  few  short  hours  were  to  fl^a- 
lale  him  forever,  **  I  do  acknowledge  Thy 
hand  in  what  hath  be&llen  me,  and  Thy 
mercy  which  makes  me  to  bear  it,  as  from 
Thee.*'  The  scene  around  him  was  tranmiil 
and  beantifal— inexpressibly  beautiful.  He 
•tood  under  the  shadow  of  a  mighty  elm 
tiee,  the  last  of  a  long  and  noble  avenue, 
which  he  had  been  pacing  in  deep  thought 
for' upwards  of  an  hour.  The  ground  was 
considerably  elevated  above  the  level  of  the 
rest  of  the  park.  No  sound  disturbed  the 
.serene  repose  of  the  appfoaching  evening, 
except  the  distant  and  fiaduallv  diminish- 
ing sounds  issuing  from  an  old  rookery, 
■lid  the  faint,  low  bubbUng  of  a  clear 
streamlet,  that  flowed  not  finr  from  whe^  he 
stood.  Here  and  there,  under  the  deepen- 
mg  shadows  cast  by  the  lofty  trees,  might 
be  seen  the  gflancinig  forms  of  deer,  the  only 
live  thin^  visible.  **  Life,"  said  Aubrey, 
with  a  sigh,  as  he  leaned  against  the  trunk 
of  the  grand  old  tree  under  which  he  stood, 
and  gazed  with  a  fond  and  ^nxious  eye  on 
the  lovely  scenes  stretching  before  him,  to 
which  the  subdued  radiance  of  the  depart* 
ingsunliffht  communicated  a  tender,  pensive 
air;  **lite  is,  in  truth,  what  the  Scriptures 
*-^hatthe  voice  of  nature— represents  it— - 
a  long  journey,  during  which  the  traveller- 
«lops  at  many  resting-places.  Some  of 
them  are  more,  othen  less  beautiful ;  from 
some  he  parts  with  more,  from  others  with 
less  regret;  but  part  he  must,  and  pursue 
hisjoumey,  though  he  may  oflen  turn  back 
to  ^se  with  lingering  fondness  and  admi- 
ration at  the  scene  he  nas  last  quitted.  The 
next  stage  may  be— «  aU  hi$  Journey  might 
lka9e  6ttfi— bleak  and  desolate;  but^rough 
that  he  is  only  passing :  he  will  not  be  con- 
demned to  stay  m  it,  as  he  was  not  permitted 
lo  dwell  in  the  other;  he  is  still  journeying 
on,  alon|^  a  route  which  he  cannot  mistake, 
to  ihe  point  of  his  destination,  his  journey's 
end— -me  shores  of  the  vast  ocean  of  etenu^ 

— «1S  BOMB  I" 

Such  were  the  thoughts  passing  through 
the  mind  of  Aubrey. 
And  what,  mkm  or  ths  wobld,  as— know- 

af  not  how  significantly — ^you  call  your- 
ves    what  would  be  your  thoughts,  what 
wonld  yoii  have  done,  if  upon  you  had  sud- 


pllah^BBti,in  reliiieinent»  in  penndW 
nour,  in  station,  and  in  fortune  1  lb 
would  beoome  of  many  of  you,  anaUeai 
lonffer  to  indulge,  womB  in  the  refined,  oi^ 
in  the  coarse  profligacy,  which  hath  atkl 
become  essential  to  your  characters  a^» 
istencel  And  of  you,  fiivolous  foUflpfi 
of  fashion  !  Qlitteriimr  insects  1  stnd  to 
the  earth  out  of  your  artificial  ekTitiaB,i 
the  sudden  shower  beats  down  the  bsOfl^ 
—what  could  ye  do*  bat  lie  thoe  aadit 
crushed  t  How  caa  ye  exist  witbcit- 
what  can  oonsole  o/corupensate  yoa  kih 
want  of— the  clubs,  the  opera,  the  pauat 
table,  tlte  betting-etand^ — your  FreooiMB 
and  mistresses,  your  gay  drees  and  m 
page,  the  brilliant  ball-room,  the  ipaitfa 
wines,  the  splendid  dinner-table  I  ik 
these  gone,  what  and  where  are  yoa !  Wb 
is  to  become  of  you?  What  is  leftjoaM 
earth— emasculate  both  in  mind  and  haq^ 
Are  you  fit  for  conflict  w^ith  your  gaunt  ■ 
dismayinff  opponent — advxrsitt!  IW^ 
of  you  wno  can  think  and  reflect,  be  ^ei 
so  little,  what  is  there  to  console  you  ill 
view  of  the  past  1  Is  it  not  steeped  ia* 
suality,  disfigured  with  debauchery  t  M 
what  have  you  to  hope  for  from  tbe  wj 
Where  are  now  your  old  friends  uim 
panioBS  t  Vain  and  preeumptuoos  vr^ 
are  you  any  longer  in  a  conaitioo  toki 
cognised  by  themt  Remember,  tf»i* 
hiuljfour  dayy  and  the  night  cometa! 

^fot  thus  was  it  with  Aubrey ! 

The  deepening  shadows  of  eveninrBf 
ed  him  to  retrace  his  steps  to  the  ball 

Before  quitting  the  spot  upon  viHd|l 
had  been  so  long  stanaing,  oe  toiM^f 
head  a  little  towa^  the  right,  to  taltfiM 
view  of  an  object  which  called  fortii  laf 
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and  painful  feelingrs — it  was  tbe  old  ^ 
~ ^—  — u:-.u  1.:^  «.^«^.^«  intercession'' 


more  which  his  siater^s  inteicessuiji     ^  ^  ^^ 
saved  from  the  axe.    There  it  stood,  idf     ^^^ 
and  venerable  object !  its  leafless  nlj^ 
brai^hes  becoming  dim  and  indittiiielj 
oontrasting  touchmgiy   with  tbe  ndf 
strength  of  those  bv  its  side.   ADeat,rt^ 
fence  had  been  placed  around  it;  bot 
much  longer  would  it  receire  sacb  ciic 
attention  f    Aubreg^  thought  of  tbe  ( 
risen  which  had  been  made  by  bii 
and  sighed  as  he  looked  his  last  it 
tree,  and  then  slowly  walked  on 
the  Hall.    When  about  halfway 
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avenue,  he  beheld  two  fibres   ,. 
approaching  him,  but  undutingQiw'l 
the  g^oom  and  the  d  istance.   As  they  B* 
him,  he  recognised  Lord  De  la  Z«»^ 
Mr.  Delamere.     Suspecting  tbe  olf"* 
their  visit,  which  a  little  surpriw 
4flD/y<iip0oeodedthe8troke*wh\chhadMlealftinee  they  had  taken  a  final  leave, 
Bpon  this  Chbistiah  gehti.imx» — aw^^^A^'wi  ^«fcSH\^  coa^^^  day  bcfore,W 
af  JeaBty  your  equal  in  inteWecl,  in  wccoin^^>^^^^sfl^^t3%xA«siswwae^^ 
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entirely  mistaken.  Lord  De  la  Zoueh, 
lo  iidTaxiced  alone  towards  Aubrey, — Mr« 
>lamere  taming  back — most  seriously 
lesed  his  son's  suit  for  the  hand  of  Miss 
tbrey,  as  he  had  often  done  before ;  de- 
tring  that,  though  he  wished  a  year  or  two 
pt  to  elapse,  during  which  his  son  might 
mplete  nis  studies  at  Ozfqrd,  there  was 
object  dearer  to  the  heart  of  Lady  De  la 
•ach  and  himself,  than  to  see  Miss  Aubrey 
come  their  daughter-in-law.  "Where,*' 
id  Lord  De  la  Zouch,  with  much  ener^, 
8  he  to  loolc  elsewh^  for  such  a  umon 
beauty,  of  accomplishments,  of  amiabi- 
ff  of  hi^-mindedness  1"  After  a  great 
il  of  animated  conversation  on  this  sub- 
:t,  dnriug  which  Mr.  Aubrey  assured 
vd  De  la  Zouch  th^the  would  say  every 
;ng  which  he  honourably  could  to  induce 
I  sister  to  entertain,  or,  at  all  events,  not 
discard  the  suit  of  Delamere ;  at  the  same 
de  reminding  him  of  the  firmness  of  her 
caracter,  and  the  hopelessness  of  attempt^ 
g  to  change  any  determination  to  which 
m  had  been  led  by  her  sense  of  delicacy 
id  honour, — Lord  De  la  Zouch  addressed 
mself  in  a  very  earnest  manner  to  matters 
9re  immediately  relating  to  the  personal 
torestsof  Mr.  Aubrey;  entered  with  lively 
Kiety  into  all  his  future  plans  and  pur- 
les ;  and  once  more  pressed  upon  him  the 
ieptance  of  most  munificent  offers  of  ne* 
kiaxy  assistance,  which,  with  many  xer- 
it;  expressions  of  mtitude,  Aubrey  again 
KiQeu.  But  he  pledged  himself  to  com- 
^icate  freely  witn  Lord  De  Ja  Zouch,  in 
event  of  an  occasion  arising  for  such 
Btance  as  his  lordship  had  already  so 
^rously  volunteered.  By  this  time  Mr. 
^x^ere  had  joined  them,  regarding  Mr. 
^6y  with  infinite  earnestness  and  appre- 
'*c>n.  All,  however,  he  said,  was — and 
hurried  manner  to  his  father — ^  My 
^^T  has  sent  me  to  say  that  she  is  wait- 
-c^T  you  in  the  carriage,  and  wishes  that 
^Xould  immediately  return."  Lord  De 
ich  and  his  son  aa;ain  took  leave  of 
Lubrey.  "Remember,  my  dear  Au- 
remember  the  pledges  you  have  re- 
"  this  eveninjg,'*  said  the  former.  "  I 
will!"  replied  Mr.  Aubrey,  as  they 
wrung  his  hands ;  and  then,  having 
those  of  Lady  De  la  2K)uch,  who 
rithin  the  carriage  powerfully  affected, 
^«or  was  shut ;  and  they  were  quicklv 
■^a  away  from  the  presence  and  the  resi- 
-^  of  their  affiictea  friends.  While  Mr. 
'^^y  stood  gazing  after  them,  with  folded 
^^  m  an  attitude  of  melancholy  abstrac- 
"^at  the  hall  door,  he  was  accosted  by 
^  I'atham,  who  had  come  to  him  from  the 
r»  where  he  had  been,  till  a  short  time 
busily  engaged  reducing  into  writing 


▼arions  matters  which  had  been  the  sobiaet 
of  conversation  between  himself  and  Mr. 
Aubrey  during  the  day. 

"lam  aftaid,  my  dear  friend,"  said  the 
doctor,  "  that  there  is  a  painful  but  interest- 
ing scene  awaiting  you.  You  will  not,  1 
am  sure,  forbear  to  gratify,  by  your  mo- 
mentary presence  in  the  servants'  hall,  a 
body  of  your  tenantry,  who  are  there  assem- 
bled, having  come  to  pay  you  their  parting 
respects." 

"  I  would  really  rather  be  spared  the  paii^ 
ful  scene,''  said  Mr.  Aubrey,  with  emotion, 
"  I  am  unnerved  as  it  is !  Cannot  you  bid 
them  adieu,  in  my  name,  and  say,  God 
bless  them !" 

"  You  must  come,  my  dear  friend !  It  will 
be  but  for  a  moment.  If  it  be  painful,  it 
will  be  but  for  a  moment;  and  the  recollec- 
tion of  their  hearty  and  bumble  expressions 
of  affection  and  respect  will  be  pleasant 
hereafter.  Poor  souls !"  he  added,  with  not 
a  little  emotion;  ''you  should  see  bow 
crowded  is  Mr.  Griffiths'  room  with  the 
presents  they  have  each  brought  you,  and 
which  would  surely  keep  your  whole  esta- 
blishment for  months !— Cheeses,  tongues, 
hams,  bacon,  and  I  know  not  what  besides !" 

"  Come,  doctor,"  said  Mr.  Aubrey,  auickr 
ly,  "  I  will  see  them,  my  humble  and  wor- 
thy friends,  if  it  be  for  but  a  moment;  but  1 
would  rather  have  been  spared  the  scene." 
He  followed  Dr.  Tatham  into  the  large  se^ 
vants'  hall,  which  he  found  nearly  filled  by 
some  forty  or  fifty  of  his  late  tenantry,  who, 
as  he  entered,  rose  in  troubled  silence  to  re- 
ceive him.  There  were  lights,  by  which  a 
hurried  glance  sufficed  to  show  him  the 
deep  sorrow  visible  in  their  countenances. 
**  Well,  sir,"  commenced  one  of  them,  after 
a  moment's  hesitation — ^he  seemed  to  have 
been  chosen  the  spokesman  of  those  present 
— "  we've  come  to  tak'  our  leave ;  and  a  sad 
time  it  be  for  all  of  us,  and,  il  may  be,  sir, 
for  you."  He  paused.  "  I  thought  I  could 
have  said  a  word  or  two,  sir,  in  the  name 
of  all  of  us,  but  I've  clean  forgotten  all ; 
and  I  wish  we  could  all  forget  that  we  were 
come  to  part  with  you,  sir; — ^but  we  sha'n't 
—no,  never ! — ^we  shall  never  see  your  like 
again,  sir !  God  help  you,  sir !"  Again  he 
paused,  and  struggled  hard  to  conceal  his 
emotions.  Then  he  tried  to  say  something 
farther,  but  his  voice  failed  him. 

"  Squire,  it  may  be  law ;  but  it  be  not 
justice,  we  all  do  think,  that  hath  taken 
Yatton  from  you,  that  was  bom  to  it,'*  said 
one,  who  stood  next  to  him  that  had  first 
spoke.  "  Who  ever  heard  o'  a  scratch  in  a 
bit  of  paper  signifying  the  loss  o'  so  much) 
It  never  were  heard  of  afore,  sir,  an'  carnioi 
be  ri^ht." 


tH 
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we  sball  never  take  to  f  new  one  that's 
coming  after  you !" 

**My  worthy — my  dear  friends,"  com- 
menced Mr.  Aubrey,  with  melancholy  com- 
posure, as  he  stood  beside  Dr.  Tatham, 
**  this  is  a  sad  scene—- one  which  I  had  not 
expected.  I  am  quite  unprepared  for  it.  I 
have  had  lately  to  go  through  many  very 
painful  scenes ;  few  more  so  than  the  nre- 
sent.  My  dear  friends,  I  can  only  say  from 
my  heart,  God  bless  you  all !  I  shall  never 
forget  you,  whom  I  have  alwaytf  respected, 
and  indeed  been  very  proud  of,  as  my  ten- 
antry, and  whom  I  now  look  at  as  my  friends 
only.     We  shall  never  forget  you ** 

**Lord  Almighty  bless  you,  sir,  and  ma- 
dam, and  miss,  and  the  little  squire !"  said 
a  voice,  in  a  vehement  manner,  from  amidst 
the  little  throng,  in  tones  that  went  to  Mr. 
Aubrey's  heart.  His  lips  quivered,  and  he 
ceased  speaking  Cor  some  moments.  At 
length  he  resumed. 

'*  Yon  see  my  feelings  are  a  little  shaken 
by  the  sufferings  I  have  gone  through.  I 
ha\e  only  a  word  more  to  say  to  you.  Pro- 
vidence has  seen  fit,  my  friends,  to  deprive 
me  of  that  which  I  had  deemed  to  be  my 
oirthright.  God  is  good  and  wise ;  aqd  I 
bow,  as  we  must  all  bow,  to  His  will,  with  \  his  future  life,  which  he  had  formed 


bam,  almost  as  mnch  affected  u  « 
them,  **  that  you  cannot  wish  to  pisli 
affecting,  so  distressing  a  scene^ll 
brey  is  much  exhausted,  and  has 
Journey  to  take  early  in  the  momiB] 
you  had  now  better  leave.'' 

**  Farewell !  farewell,  my  kind  ai 
friends,  farewell !  Mby  God  bless  } 
and  all  your  families  1"  said  Mr.  I 
and,  most  powerfully  affected,  wi 
from  a  scene  which  he  was  not  like 
to  forget.  He  retired,  accompanied 
Tatham,  to  his  library,  where  Mi.  G 
his  steward,  was  in  readiness  to  rect 
signature  to  various  documents.  Tlii 
the  steward,  after  a  few  hurried  exp 
of  affection  and  resf^ect,  withdrew  ;& 
Aubrey  had  completed  all  the  airange 
and  transacted  ail  the  business  wbie 
required  his  attention  before  quittijig  Y 
which,  at  an  early  hour  in  the  monib 
was  going  to  leave,  and  go  direct  to  Im 
instead  ot  accepting  any  of  the  wuak 
offers  which  he  had  received  from  bis  v 
in  the  neighbourhood  to  take  up  witb  i 
his  abode  for,  at  all  events,  some  ootfil 
able  period.  That,  however,  wooUil 
been  entirely  inconsistent  with  ^  plaij 


reverence  and  resignation.  And  also,  my 
dear  friends,  let  us  always  submit  cheerfully v 
to  the  laws  under  which  we  live.  We  must 
not  quarrel  with  their  decision,  merely  be- 
cause it  happens  to  l^e  adverse  to  our  own 
wishes.  I,  from  my  heartF—and  so  must 
you  from  yours — acKnowledge  a  firm,  un- 
shaken allegiance  to  the  laws;  they  are 
ordained  by  God,  and  He  demands  our 
fobedience  to  them !"  He  paused.  *•  I  have 
to  thank  yuu."  he  presently  added,  in  a  sub- 
dued tone,  "  my  worthy  friends,  for  many 
substantial  tokens  of  your  good  will  which 
you  have  brought  with  you  this  evening. 
I  assure  you'sirvcerely,  that  1  value  them  rar 
more" — ^he  paused,  and  it  was  some  mo- 
ments before  he  could  proceed — ^"  than  if 
they  had  been  of  the  most  costly  kind." 

/'  Lord,  only  hearken  to  t'  squire!"  called 
out  a  voice,  as  if  on  an  impulse  of  eager 
affection,  which  its  rough,  nonest  speaker 
could  not  resist.  This  seemed  entirely  to 
deprive  Mr.  Aubrey  of  the  power  of  utter- 
ance, and  he  turned  suddenly  towards  Dr. 
Tatham  with  an  overflowing  eye,  and  a  con- 
vulsive quivering  of  the  lips,  that  showed 
the  powerful  emotions  with  which  he  was 
contending.  The  next  moment  he  stepped 
forward  and  shook  hands  with  those  nearest. 
He  was  quickly  surrounded,  and  every  one 
present  grasped  his  hands,  scarcely  any  of 
tbem  able  to  utter  more  than  a.  hnef,  bvit 
Mrdent  "  God  bless  you,  s\t  V 

••lam  fiure,  my  friends,**  saidDLT^v 


tured .    He  left  the  whole  estate  ia ; 
order  and  condition.   There  was  sot  aj 
vacant,  not  a  tenant  dissatisfied 
terms  under  which  he  held.    £Tei][j 
ment,  all  the  accounts  oonneeled 
estate,  af^r  having  been  carefully 
by  Mr.  Parkinson,  and  Mr.  Aabiejf i 
Grifilths,  was  in  readiness  fpr 
scrupulous  and  searching  inve^ 
the  part  of  Mr.  Aubrey's  succeisori 
agents.  l 

Mr.  Aubrey's  library  was  shaifif 
fully  packed  up,  and  was  to  fellow  mi 
the  ensuing  day,  to  London,  by  vtlSi| 
also  were  several  portions  of  the  fonM 
the  residue  of  wnich  was  to  be  loi^ J 
within  a  day  or  two's  time.  How  i 
how  very  difficult  had  it  been  for 
choose  which  articles  they  woald  put] 
and  which  retain !  Tlie  favourite  oU 
backed  easy  chair,  which  had  bees 
by  Miss  Aubrey  herself ;  thebeaati&I< 
cabinet,  which  had  been  ^ven  by  ^1 
to  her  mother,  who  had  given  it  to  *" 
little  chairs  of  Charles  and  Agnef 
which  Mr.  Aubrey  and  Kate,  and iHj 
brothers  and  sisters,  had  sate  wkeock 
Mrs.  Aubrey's  piano;  these,  and 
other  articles,  had  been  successfullt  [ 
for  by  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Kate,  and  '• 
accompany,  or  rather  follow  them  to! 
^Instead  of  passing,  by  the  auctiose 
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n  the  family  coach  for  manyrftnitioii.  ^  Many  of  dwm  maA  i^htaMBUy 


be  tamed  to  grasa  for  the  rest 


entreated  to  be  allowed  to  aocoinpany  Mr. 


It  Lady  Stratton'a.    Poor  old  f  Aubrey  and  his  family  to  London,  aad  cqn- 

1  like  manner,  to  hare  to  her* 

id  belonging  to  Dr.  Tatham. 

I'a  pony,  a  beautiful  animal, 

etantly  parted  with,  was  sent 

n  his  name,  to  Sir  Harry  Old- 

tiis  playfellows.    Hector,  the 

fewioundland  dog,  was,  at  the 

inee  of  Pumpkin,  the  gardener, 

ent  on  hi^  knees  to  beg  for  the 

Bclared  that  he  loved  the  crea- 

n— 4is  I  yerily  believe  he  did, 

inseparable,  and  their  attach- 

ual — given  up  to  him,  on  his 

le  to  take  great  care  of  him. 

ras  a  poor  animal  that  they 

low  to  dispose  of.    It  was  a 

irite  stag-hound,  stone-blind, 

lit  the  head,  and  so  very  feeble, 

ut  just  craw]  in  and  out  of  its 

ennel,  and  lie  basking  in  the 

le;  wagginjT  its  tail  wnen  any 

;  and  sSectionately  licking  the 

ted  it.    Thus  had  it  treated 

lat  very  morning,  as  he  stood 

ad  down  to  caress  it  for  the 

was,  at  his  earnest  request, 
h,  Tatham,  kennel  and  all; 
>rthy  little  doctor  would  have 
lises  in  a  similar  way,  by  way 
eepsakes*'  and  ^''memorials*' 
I.  Miss  Aubrey's  beautiful 
nigh  spaniel,  with  its  brilliant 
id  long,  glossy,  graceful  ears, 
>any  her  to  London, 
ervant^— the  housekeeper  and 
re  going  to  marry,  and  quit 
r  the  rest,  Mr.  Parkmson  had, 
^'s  desire,  written  about  them 
irk,  Gammon,  and  Snap ;  and 

had«  sent  word,  that  such  of 
lent  as  chose  might  continue 
ill  events  till  the  pleasure  of 
i,  upon  the  subject,  should 
lown.  All  the  servants  had 
iarter*s  wages  that  morning 
Bths,  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 

spoke  kindly  to  each,  and 
)mmended  them  to  conduct 
ipectfully  towards  his  sucoes- 
ny  of  them  could  answer  him, 
n  by  an  humble  bow  or  cour- 
Luiea  by  sobs  and  tears.  One 
ontrive  to  speak,  and  passion- 
id  a  wish  that  the  first  morsel 

ate  in  the  house  might  choke 

which  received  so  very  grave 

rebuke  from  Mr.  Aubrey,  as       *<  My  dear  little  girlsy— Yon*  knew  thai  I 

hasty  offender  to  her  knees  have  already  bid  e«fi.Ko^^csi^5gM4^'v&\'v^ 

▼enese,  which,  I  need  hardly  though  ltiCed\ottV)«ofa«>^'e^V^^'^^T^ 

'^red,  wiA  a  rerf  kind  admo-  mt  oiiee,  1  w«a  wA  i3b\^  >i««siiib  V 


timie  in  their  service,  but  in  ▼aia.  Mr. 
Aubrey  had  made  his  selection,  having  taken 
only  his  own  valet,  and  Mrs.  Aubrey's  maid, 
and  one  of  the  nursery-maids,  and  aeelaring 
that  on  no  consideration  would  he  think  o7 
being  accompanied  by  any  other  of  the  ser- 
vants. 

There  were  some  twenty  or  thirty  poor 
old  infirm  cottagers,  men  and  women,  who 
had  been  for  years  weekly  pensioners  on  the 
bounty  of  Yatton,  and  reepectinff  whom  Mr. 
Aubrey  felt  a  painful  anxiety.  \Vhat  could 
he  dot  He  gave  the  sum  of  dSlOO  to  Dr. 
Tatham  for  their  use ;  \and  requested  him  to 
press  their  claims  earnestly  upon  the  new 
proprietor  of  Yatton.  Healed  wrote  almost 
as  many  letters  as  there  were  of  these  poor 
people,  on  their  behalf,  Ux  his  Criends  and 
neighbours.  Oh,  it  was  a  moving  scene 
that  occurred  at  each  of  their  little  cottages, 
when  their  benefactors,  Mr.  Aubrey,  his 
wife,  and  sister,  severally  called  to  bid  them 
farewell,  and  reoeive  their  humble  and  tear- 
ful blessings !  But  it  was  the  parting  wi^ 
her  school,  which  neither  she  nor  her  brother 
saw  any  probability  of  being  kept  up  longer 
than  for  a  month  or  two  after  their  departure, 
that  occasioned  Kate  the  greiatest  otstress. 
There  were  several  reasons  why  no  applica- 
tion should  be  made  about  the  matter  from 
her,  or  on  her  account,  to  Mr.  Titmouse, 
even  if  she  had  not  had  S^lason  to  anticipate, 
from  what  she.  had  heard  of  hie  character, 
that  he  was  not  a  person  to  feel  any  interest 
in  such  an  institution.  Nor  had  she  liked 
to  trouble  or  burden  the  friends  she  left  he 
hind  her,  with  the  responsibility  of  sunpoit 
ing  and  superintending  her  little  establish 
ment.  She  had  nothing  for  it,  thsirforo,  but 
to  prepare  the  mistress  and  her  scholars  for 
the  breaking  up  of  the  school,  within  a 
month  of  her  departure  from  Yatton.  She 
gave  the  worthy  woman,  the  mistress,  a  pre- 
sent of  a  five-pound  note,  and  five  ehillings 
apiece  to  each  of  the  children.  She  felt 
quite  unequal  to  the  task  of  persenjly  taking 
leave  of  them,  as  she  had  intended,  and 
several  times  attempted.  She^  therefore, 
with  many  teare,  wrote  the  following  lines, 
and  gave  them  to  Dr.  Tatham,  to  read  aloud 
in  the  school,  when  their  good  and  beautiful 
writer  should  be  far  on  ner  way  towuds 
London.  The  little  doctor  panied  a  p>od 
inany  times  while  he  read  it,  andoemplamed 
ofhisgli 
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•iRftltf  |»ii  with  TM«  aad  toll  you  that  my 
little  utm^  viMt  m  giTen  up.  So  I  have 
wnttflB  Umm  Cbw  Itiieav  to  tell  you  that  I 
hire  fmt  all,  and  ha?a  tried  to  be  a  good 
hkmi  to  yon.  Be  sure  not  to  forget  your 
apelUiif  aiid  ntding,  and  vour  needles, 
Yourmoihen  have  promiBed  to  hear  yoa 
■ay  your  oatechiama ;  you  must  also  be  sure 
to  say  yonr  piayers,  and  to  read  your  BiblM, 
and  to  behave  t^it  seriously  at  church,  and 
to  bo  alwayo  dntihil  to  year  paventa.  Then 
God  will  Ueta  yon  alL  I  hope  ]roa  will  not 
foifot  os»  for  we  ahaU  c^l^  ttuak  of  you 
WMn  wo  are  a  great  way  of;  and  Dr.  Tat- 
ham  will  now  and  then  write  and  tell  us 
how  yoo  are  going  on*  Farewell,  my.  dear 
little  fliila;  aM  maT^God  bless  sad  preserve 

Jouall!   Thia  la  the  pray^  of  both  of 
f fs.  Anhny  and 

,    Cathamiis  Auaaar. 


TstlMi  nuMsj^is^ 


»• 


Hio  abooowao  not  written  in  the  unilbnn 
and  beautiful  hand  uanal  with  Miss  Aubrey ; 
it  waa«  OB  the  contrary,  rather  inegular,  and 
OYidently  written  hastily;  but  Dr.  TaUiain^ 
prsssrvid  it  to  the  day  of  his  death,  and' 
alwaya  thoaght  it  beautiful. 

On  the  ensning  morning,  at  a  very  early 
hoory  Dr.  Tatham  left  the  vicarage  to  pay 
his  last  visit  to  friends  whom  it  almost  broke 
his  heait  to  part  with,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, fiMsvor.  He  started,  but,  on  a  mo- 
ment's refleotioa,  ceased  to  be  surprised,  at 
the  aishi  of  Mr.  Aubrey  approaching  him 
from  the  diiection  of  tlie  little  diurchyard. 
He  wao  oaUn,  bat  hia  countenance  bore  the 
trsoes  of  very  leoent  emotion*  They  greeted 
each  othor  in  ailenoe,  and  so  walked  on  foi^ 
■omo  tiae,  arm  in  arm,  slowly  towards  the 
Hall*  It  was  a  doll,  heavy  morning,  almost 
thrnsftwiag  rain*  The  air  seemed  foil  of 
oppieasioB.  The  only  sounds  audible  were 
the  hoarao,  damoroos  sounds  issuing  from 
the  oU  Tookeiy,  at  some  distance  on  their 
left.  They  iotciohanged  but  few  words  as 
they  walked  along  the  winding  pathway  to 
the  Hall.  The  firat  thing  that  attracted  their 
eyes  on  teasing  wider  the  gateway,  was  the 
large  old  family  earriage  standing  opposite 
the  hall  dooc,  where  stood  some  luggage 
enffioieiit  lor  their  joOm^,  ready  to  be  placed 
vpon  ii;  the  remahadeff  havii^been  sent  on 
the  daa  hsfiose  to  London.  They  were  all 
•p  and  deessed.  The  children  were  taking 
their  lan breaklaat  in  the  nursery;  Charles 
maUng  many  inquiriea  of  the  weeping  set- 
▼ants  which  they  could  answer  only  by  tears 
and  kisses.   In  vain  was  the  break&st  table 


^madlor  the  senior  traTollera.   There  sate 

jKKH'  Kali^  M  travelling  tiim,  Moia  i3m  «xh-\  WAi 

*iqn0  dlwm  im,  attempiingto  iparloiii^'iA^Xa^vasuaiaKK^'QMt'^^ 

tramiliuahaad,  bet  aceualonfii  f)t{&oa\  Wx^  Q«ic^^^wst%>Mt  .^ta^Y^^  vri^^ 


neither  she  nor  Mis.  Anbr^  wcmm|^ 
the  task;  which,  suaiaaonine  the  him 
keeper  into  the  room«  th^  &velvtdap 
her,  and  which  ahe  perfomied  in  finiji 
silence.  Mr.  Anbrejf  aod  Dr.Talbuim, 
standing  there;  but  neither  of  tbemif4 
A  short  time  before,  Mr.  Aubrey  mf\ 
quested  the  servants  to  he  euiBmoari,s 
usual,  to  morning  prayer,  in  the  acesstM^ 
room,  and  lequeatcMl  l5r.  Tatham  to  cfioa 
As  soon,  however*,  as  the  aorrowfai  ia{ 
assemblage  was  coiiected  before  hia,k\ 
whiaperea  to  Mr.  Aubrey  that  be  (A 
equal  to  go  through  the  duty  with  tk 
poeure  it  required ;  and  after  a  pna, 
said,  **Iiet  us  kne^  down;*'  and  iii 
voice,  often  interrupted  by  his  owa 
and  the  sobs  of  those  aroood  him,  lie 
with  touching  simplicity,  the 
Psalm;  addi^  the  Lord's  Fnyei,mi 
benedicti«m. 

The  bitter  pr^arations  for  stard^ 
early  hour,  seven  o'clock,  were  am 
warns  completed*    Half  smothered 
kisses  and  caresses  of  the  afii 
vants,  little  Charles  and  Agnes  wen 
seated  in  the  carriage  on  the  lafa  of 
two  attendants^  exclaiming,  ^  C<a», 
come,  mamma;    the  horses  are 
start!'*    Just  then  poor  Pumpkin,  th 
doner,  scarce  able  to  apeak,  made  liji 
ance,  his  arms  full  of  nosegays, 
had  been  culling  for  the  last  two 
having  one  apiece  for  eveiT  one  of  ih 
Tellers,  servants,  and  children,  and  iB. 
loud,  angry  bark  of  Hector  was  had 
time  to  time,  little  Charles  callin|' 
tot  him;  but  Pumpkin  had  (astened 
for  fear  of  his  starting  off  after  the 
At  length,  scarce  having  tasted 
the  travellers  made  their  ^jpeaiaoR 
hall  door.    Kate  and  Mrs.  Aabrej 
terly  oyercome  at  the  aigfat  of  the 
and  wept  bitterly*    They  threw  tiisr 
pftsionately  around,  and  kissed  tbcii 
ble  friend  and  pastor,  Dr.  Tatham, 
but  little  less    agitated  than  th 
Then  they  tore  themeelvea  from 
hastily  got  into  the  carriage.    As  i 
alone,  bareheaded,  on  their  quitsio; 
lifted  up  his  hands,  hut  could  scaiet 
parting  benediction*     Mr.  Aubrrjt 
flushed  cheek  and  ^uiyering  lip,  then 
his  hand,  whispenng,  ^^Farean^lLaf 
and  venerable  friend!  Farewell f** 
Lord  God  of  thy  iathera  blest  thcc*^ 
miued  Dr.  Tatham,  clasping  Mi. 
hand  in  both   of  his  own,  sad 
sderanly  upward.     Mr.  Aubrey 
his  hat,  turned  towards  him  as 
WkV>hMDk  waving  hia  hand  to  the 
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I  (rimt,  and  Ihey  lolbd  dowlY 
side  tbe  park  catea  weva  cof- 
than  a  hundrea  paople*  to  bid 
ill— «U  th6  men,  when  the  car* 
in  sight,  taluDg  off  their  hats. 
9  stopped  for  a  moment..  **  God 
1 !  God  bless  you  !**  exclaimed 
f  wmng  his  luMf  whilst  horn 
V  was  eztended  the  white  luod 


of  Kate  and  Mrs*  Anbier,  which  was  ife^ 
vently  kissed  and  shakpn  by  those  who  were 
nearest  Again  the  carriage  moved  on ;  andf 
oniekening  their  speed,  the  horses  socm  bora 
uiem  out  of  the  Tulage.  Within  les^  than 
half  an  hour  afterwaraa,  the  tearful  eyes  of 
the  trarellers,  as  they  passed  a  fiirailiar  torn- 
incr  of  the  roadt  had  looked  their  last  ott 
Yatkm! 


CHAPTER  XI. 


.  Is^  Idpiea  have  bean  touched 
se  pc^gsst  whidi  seem  to  have 
ne  littM  attsiition  amongst  legal 
at  leasts  would  i^pear  from 
tnunications*- some  at  consider- 
some  anonymous,  othen  not-— 
Inouffh  the  publishers,  to  ^  The 
en  Thousand  a  Year,  in  Black- 
azine.'*  The  prinoipkl  matters 
ed  aie|  ike  power  ef  an  keirf  in 
f  hit  Sfieaifor,  (to  speak  popn- 
I  not  with  legal  aecoraoy,  since 
et  stsMliV,)  to  euivejf  awajf  kit 
%  fitf  toot  to  bind Jumte^^ and 
ig  under  Atm,  b^  ettoppefon  ike 
leteent  ^  ihe  ettaUm  On  this 
een  received  aeveral  oommnni- 
)  of  tfiem  frem,  perhaps,  the 
ryer  in  England.  'TIS  doubt- 
fftantpotnl;  and  wheve  doctors 
1  not  presumptuous  enough  to 
I  opimon,  though  1  entertain  a 
TO  one.  -Those  who  think  that 
p,  had  better,  perhaps,  again 
>  books.  Mine  I  had  conaolted 
isly  before  aendmg[  off  my  MS. 
The  next  point  is,  the  effect 
9id  Widdringtoa,  C%  J.,  at  the 
loh  he  is  rraresented  as  being 
r  confirmed  W  the  decision  of 
King's  Bench,)  to  the  kbisubk 
>f  confirmation.  From  two  let- 
hat  thi^  or  Ibur  dients  of  the 
mn  have  conoeiTed  great  alarm 
Bd,  and  have  directed  all  their 
oveihattled,  and,  in  case  of  an 

fdiscovemd,  submitted  to  emi- 
!  Such  erasures  have  been 
It  would  seem,  in  two  instanees, 
iounsel  differed  /hm  Lotd  Wid- 


drington;  in  the  other  he  agreed.  Tlie 
question,  then,  here  is.  Whether,  when  am 
andeni  deed  ^t.  £•  ujiwards  of  thirty  years 
old,  after  which  period  a  deed  is  said  to 
prooe  iiteff)  #  produced  from  ike  proper 
euetody  in  tuppori  of  ike  rtgkie  ef  ike  party 
producing  Uf  and  tkere  provet  to  be  an  era- 
ture  in  it  in  au  eitential  pari  of  Ihe  deed-^ 
euek  deed  ougki  io  be  r^eciedf  unUtt  ike 
eraaure  eon  be  aeeouaied  fort  or  admitted 
upon  ike  freaumpiion  ikai  tuck  erature  oe- 
eurredb^treikeetceeuOonqfikedeed?  Now, 
upon  thfo  point  also  I  have  Ibrmed  a  pretty 
ettong  opinion,  and  referred  again  to  the 
antliorities ;  and  venture  to  give  in  my  ad- 
liest<tt  to  the  opinion  of  Lora  Widdrington 
wad  his  court.  It  is  rather  singular  &at,. 
abooi  a  fortnight  ago.  Lord  Bfongham,  in 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  House  of 
Lords  in  three  ap{Mal  cases  firom  Scotland, 
each  of  which  was  a  ease  depending  dpon 
the  effect  of  an  erasure,  expressly  dwlared 
the  Scotch  law  to  be  to  the  dfect  laid  down 
in  these  pages,  and  decided  accordingly, 
admitting  tte  cases  to  be  full  of  grievous 
hardship-^-in  one  instance,  a  widow  losing 
the  whola  of  the  provision  which  had  been 
made  for  her  by  her  deceased  husband. 
Whether  or  not  my  notions  of  the  English 
law  on  tfiis  snbjeet  are  antiquated,  and  con- 
tiaiy  to  those  entertained  by  the  judges  and 
the  naff  since  1  ceased  practising,  I  leave  for 
tiiem  who  are  competent  to  form  an  opimon 
to  decide.  As  for  several  other  communica- 
tions of  a  different  nature— 4ome  similarly, 
others  differently  addnssed— surely,  on 
consideration,  the  anthoiB  of  them  cannot 
expect  any  answv,  nor  yet  eonstme  silenet 
into  diseourtesy*  ^ 
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Rank  ii  rery  apt  to  attract  «i«d  dazzle 
▼ulgar  and  feeble  optics;  and  tb^  know- 
ledge that  such  is  its  effect,  is  nnsp^wkably 
gratifying  to  a  vain  and  ignorant  po^^essor 
of  that  rank.    Of  the  trnUi  of  one  part  of 
this  observation,  take  as  an  illustration  the 
case  of  Tittlebat  Titmouse;  of  the  other, 
that  of  the  'Earl  of  Dreddlin^ton.     The 
former's  dinner  eneagementfwitn  the  latter, 
his  august  and  awful Idnsman,  was  an  event 
of  such  magnitude  as  to  absorb  almost  all 
his  facttlti^  in  the  contemplation  of  it,  and 
also  occasion  him  great  anxiety  in  preparing 
for  an  effective  appearance  upon  so  signiu 
an  occasion.    Mr.  Gammon  had  repeatSly, 
during  the  interval,  instructed  his  anxious 
pupil,  if  so  he  might  be  called,  as  to  the 
Bianner  in  which  he  ought  to  behave.    He 
was — ^heaven  save  the  mark,  poor  Titmouse ! 
—to  assume  an  air  of  mingled  deference, 
self-possession,  and  firmness;   not  to  be 
overawed  by  the  peatness  with  which  he 
would  be  brought  into  contact,  nor  unduly 
elated  by  a  sense  of  his  own  suddenly-ao- 
quired  importance.    He  was,  on  the  other 
band,  to  steer  evenly  between  the  extremes 
of  timorousness  and  temerity— 4hat  happy 
mean,  so  grateful  to  those  able  to  appreciate 
the  effort  and  object  of  &04e  attaining  to  it. 
Titmouse  was  to  remember  that,  great  as 
was  the  Earl  of  Dreddlington,  he  was  yet 
but  a  man — related,  moreover,  by  cbnsan* 
guinity  to  him,  the  aforesaid  Titmouse — 
who  might,  moreover,  before  many  years 
should  have  elapsed,  be  himself  Earl  of 
Dreddlington,  or  at  least  Lord  Drelincourt, 
and  by  consequence  equally  entitled,  with 
the  present  possessor  of  that  resplendent 
position,  to  tne  homage  of  mankind.     At 
the   same  time   that  the  earl's  advanced 
years  gave  him  a  natural  claim  to  the  respect 
and  deference  of  his  young  kinsman,  whom, 
moreover,  he  was  about  to  introduce  into 
the  sublime  reg[ions  of  aristocracy,  and  also 
of  Dolitical  society,  Titmouse  mi^t  derive 
a  few  Jngredients  of  consolation  from  the 
reflection,  that  his  income  probably  exceeded 
by  a  third  that  of  the  Eari  of  Dreddlington. 
lliis  is  the  sum  of  Mr.  Gammon's  general 
instructions  to  his  eager  and  anxious  pupil ; 
but  he  also  gave  Titmouse  many  minor 
hints  and  suggestions.     He  was  to  drink 
very  little  wine— (whereat  Titmouse  demur- 
red somewhat  vehemently,  and  asked  •*  How 
the  d — 1  he  was  to  get  his  tteam  up  ?") — and 
on  no  account  to  call  for  beer  or  porter,  to 
which  plebeian  beverages,  indeed,  he  might 
consider  himself  as  having  bid  a  long  and 
last  adieu ; — to  say  ••  my  ford**  and  **  your 
ioziship^'**  in   addieasin^  \\\q   qatI,  **my 
-adr^and  **your  ladyaViip^*  \iv  %A^t«mw^^ 


I<aJy  Cecilia;— and,  a^v«  aSiV,  rmfsi  v> 
f^peaix  in  a  hurry,  but  to  do  «ni  aa^  N<baV 


ever  he  had  to  do  and  say  calmly ; 
the  nerves  of  aristocracy  were  very  i 
and  could  not  bear  a  bustle,  xir  the  ■ 
display  of  energy  of  feeling.  Thm 
his  cfreM— Gammon,  feeliii|^nimBelft 
on  very  doubtful  flrround,  intimated 
that  the  essence  of  true  &8bion  was 
city — but  hero  Titmouse  grew  ^i^ 
his  Mentor  ceased. 

During  the  night  which  ushered 
eventful  day  of  Titmouse's  dining  « 
Earl  of  Dreddlin£lon,  our  friend  g 
very  little  sleep.  JEarly  in  the  mom 
engaged  a  handsome  glass-coach  to  i 
him  westward  in  something  like  sty 
before  noon  his  anxieties  were  set 
by  the  punctual  arrival  of  various  i 
of  dress,  and  decoration,  and  sea 
Titmouse  had  a  great  idea  of  soenta. 
new  watch  and  its  hrUliant  gold  guard 
— ^his  eyes  gloated  upon  them.  Wl 
thought,  would  he  have  beeif  withoot 
About  half-past  three  o^clock  heidi 
his  bedroom,  and  resigned  idmsdf  ii 
hands  of  the  tip-top  hairdiesaer  frai 
Strand,  whose  agreeable  canipuIsliaB 
still  more  agreeable  small  talk,  oce 
more  than  an  hoar,  Titmouse  girii^ 
anxious  operator  abundant  notice  of  thi 
quarter  in  which  his  handiwoik  was  I 
soon  to  be  scmtimxed. 

^Pray-a,  can  you  tell  me,*  qsoA 
mouse,  drawlingly,  shortly  after  TwA 
commenced  his  operations,  **  bov  !■! 
will  take  me  to  get  from  this  infairi] 
of  the  town  to  Grosrenor  Square!  i 
long  way,isn*t  it,  Mr.  Whafs-yooMBi 

*•  Grosveaor  Square,  sir  ?"  said  7^ 
glibly,  but  with  a  perceptible  dash  diA 
ence  in  his  tone ;  *^  ^hy,  it  m,  as  cniai^ 
say,  a  tolerable  way  off,  eertainly;  ki9> 
canH  well  miss  your  wayUane,  si^*' 
places  in  town—** 

"  My  coachman,*'  interrupted  T!iiJ 
with  a  fine  air,  **  of  eourse,  bad  I  Ml 
of  it,  he  must  know.*' 

"Oh!  to  be  sure,  nr.  There'iaf* 
people  of  the  most  highai  rank  tirei  s* 
quarter,  sir.  Excuse  me,  sir,  b8tr*j 
brother-in-law  that's  valet  to  tbefti*'^ 
Dingdong,  there—'* 

"Indeed !  How  far  off  is  thatfros 
Dreddlington'sV*  inquired  Titmooff^ 
lessly. 

"Lord    Dreddlin^rton's,  sir?— WA 
never !    Isn't  it  parHeular  stianfe,  i  ■{ 
where  you're  going,  sir ;  it's  next  dotf 
duke's — ^the  very  next  door,  sbt* 

"  *Pon  my  life,  is  it  indeed  f  HtfV 
odd!** 

"^^^a^  of  Dieddlii^ 
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a,   that*«  all ;  and  derilish  near, 

K\x\  instantly  conceived  a  kind  of 
;  for  the  gentleman  upon  whom  be 
ating. 

,  sir,**  he  presently  added,  in  a  still 
pectful  tone  than  before, '^pVaps 
mk  it  a  liberty,  sir;  but,  do  you 
^e  several  times  had  the  honour  of 
is  lordship  in  the  street  at  a  little 
-^nd  there's  a — a  family  likeness 
you,  sir, — *pon  my  word,  sir.  It 
3,  directly  I  saw  you,  that  you  was 
e  nob  I'd  seen  at  the  other  end  of 
i/'  Here  Titmouse  experienced 
lie  emotions,  similar  to  those  of  a 
I  you  pass  your  hand  down  its 
at  in  the  right  direction.  **Will 
1  me,  sir,  to  jrive  your  hair  a  good 
,  sir,  before  i  dress  iti  I  always 
ke  tlie  greale$t  pains  with  the  hair 
lality  customers*  Do  you  know, 
[  had  the  honour  of  dressing  his 
air  for  a  whole  fortnight  together, 
n  my  brother-in-law  was  ill;  and 
»'r'aps  I  oughtn't  to  say  it,  but  his 
pressed  the  highe9t  satisfaction  at 
ions,  sir." 

my  life,  and  /  should  say  you  were 
imon  good  hand— I've  known  lots 
assure  you ;  men  tliat  would  have 
le  best  head  of  hair  going,  by  Jove !" 
you're  very  kind.  I  assure  you, 
9  do  justice  to  a  geni^t  hair  requires 
imon  deal  of  practice,  and  a  sort  of 
lent  for  it,  besides.  Lord,  sir !  how 
[>end8  on  a  gent's  hair,  don't  iti 
3ming  into  a  room,  it  makes  all  the 
i,  sir!  Believe  me,  sir,  it's  no  use 
U-dressed,  nay,  nor  good-looking, 
V  the  hair  ain't  done,  what  I  call, 

}ve,  I  really  think  you're  nigh  about 
"  said  Titmouse ;  and  after  a  pause, 
hich  Mr.  Twirl  had  been  brushing 
me  particular  part  of  the  head  with 
lemence,  "  Well,"  he  exclaimed, 
rh,  *'  I'm  blest  if  I  can  manage  it,  do 
ill  ?" 

What's  thati  What  is  it!"  in- 
tmaose,  a  little  alarmedly. 
ling,  sir;  only  it's  what  we  ^ents, 
roiession,  calls  a  feather,  which  is 
hobtiinaiest  thing  in  nature." 
t's  a  fealherV^  quoth  Titmouse, 
ntly.  ^ 

',  sir,  'tis  when  a  small  lot  of  hair 
's  head  ti;t7/  stick  up,  do  all  we  can 
I  get  it  down ;  and  /excuse  me,  sir) 
»t  a  regular  rattler !''  Titmouse  put 
ind  to  feel.  Twirl  guidixig  it  to  the 
t:  there  it  was,  just  as  Twirl  bad 
it 
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*«  What's  to  be  done) '  miurmimd  IH 

mouse. 

^*  I'm  afraid,  sir,  you  don'v  use  our  ostricb 
oaKASK  and  rhinoceros  marrow,  sir!" 

**  Your  wh€U  P"  cried  Titmouse  appiehen* 
sively,  with  a  dismally  distinct  recollectioD 
of  the  tragedy  of  tlie  Cyanochaitanthropo> 
poion,  and  the  Damascus  Cream,  and  th« 
Tetaragmenon  Abracadabra ;  matters  whidi 
he  at  once  mentioned  to  Mr.  Twirl. 

*'Ah,  it's  not  my  custom,  sir,"  ^uoth 
Twirl,  **  to  run  down  other  gents'  inventions ; 
but  my  real  opinion  is,  that  they're  all  an 
imposition— a  rank  imposition,  sir.  I  didn't 
like  to  say  it,  sir;  but  I  soon  saw  there  had 
been  somebody  a  practising  on  your  hair." 

*'  What,  is  it  very  plain  1"  cried  Titmouse, 
starting  up  and  stepping  to  the  glass. 

'*  No,  sir— not  80  very  plain;  only  y^u'tc 
got,  as  I  might  say,  accustomed  to  tne  sight 
of  it;  but  when  it's  properly  curled,  nid 
puckered  up,  and  frizzed  about,  it  won't 
show— nor  the  feather  neither,  sir;  so,  by 
your  leave,  here  goes,  sir;"  and,  aAer  aboot 
a  quarter  of  an  hour's  more  labour,  he  8ao> 
ceeded  in  parting  it  right  down  the  middle 
of  the  heao,  bringing  it  out  into  a  bold  curl 
towards  each  eyebrow,  and  giving  our  friend 
quite  a  new  and  very  fascinating  appearanee 
even  in  his  own  eyes.  And  as  for  the 
colour — it  re^ly  was  not  so  very  marked, 
after  all ;  a  little  purpl^-hued  and  mottled, 
to  be  sore  in  parts,  out  not  to  a  degree  to 
attract  the  eye  of  a  casual  observer.  Twirl 
having  declared,  at  length,  his  labours  com- 

f»lete(f— regarding  Titmouse's  head  with  a 
ook  of  j)roud  satisfactioi^— Titmouse  paid 
him  half^a  crown,  and  also  ordered  a  pot  of 
ostrich  grease  and  rhinoceros  marrow,  (the 
one  being  suet^  the  other  hrd^  differently 
scented,)  and  was  soon  led  at  liberty  to  pro> 
ceed  with  Uie  important  duties  of  the  toilet. 
It  took  him  a  good  while;  but  in  the  end 
he  was  supremely  successful.  He  wore  ' 
black  tights,  (t.  f.,  pantaloons  fitting  closely 
to  his  legs,  and  tied  round  his  ancles  with 
black  ribands,)  silk  stockings,  and  shoes 
with  glittering  silver  buckles.  Hia  white 
neckerchief  was  tied  with  great  elegance, 
not  a  wrinkle  superfluous  being  visible  in  it 
His  shirt-front  of  lace,  had  two  handaome 
diamond  pins,  connected  together  by  a  little 
delicate  gold  chain,  glistening  in  the  midsft 
of  it.  Then  he  had  a  white  waistcoat  edge, 
next  a  crimson  one,  and  lastly  a  glorioue 
sky-blue  satin  waistcoat,  spangled  all  over 
with  gold  Howera  inwrought— and  across  it 
hung  nis  new  gold  watch-guard,  and  hia 
silver  guard  for  his  eye-glass,  producing  an 
inconceivably  fine  efiect.  His  coat  was  of  n 
lightrbrown,  of  exquisite  cut>  €lV^xcv^VSs^'^ 
closely  a»  \£  YieYiaA  XjecuVkoxn  VavVi'wA.'wj^ 


KM 
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^tSrai  ptdM  alto  with  ^rett  jadgment,  and  |  haughty ;  oh,  by  all  that  was  nognifieii* 


rwilly  took  off  more  of  hia  roimd-ahoaldered 
vfrkwafdneas  of  ficniTe  than  any  coat  he  had 
erer  before  had.  Then  he  had  a  fine  white 
pocket-handkerchief,  soaked  in  lavender 
water,  and  immaculate  white  kid  gloves. 
Thus  habited,  he  stood  before  his  glass, 
bowing  fifty  different  times,  and  adjastinfir 
his  expression  to  rarious  elegant  forms  of 
address— ooite  content.  He  was  particu- 
larly struck  with  the  combined  effect  of  the 
two  curls  of  his  hair  towards  each  eye,  and 
iibe  hair  underneath  bis  chin  curved  upwards 
on  each  side  of  his  mouth  in  complete 
irymmetry.  I  have  ascertained  from  Mr. 
titmouse  himself,  tiiat  on  this  memorable 
ooeaaion  of  his  first  introduction  to  nobiutv, 
every  item  of  dress  and  decoration  was  en- 
tirely new ;  and  when  at  length  his  laboure 
had  been  completed,  he  felt  great  composure 
of  mind,  and  a  consciousness  of  the  decisive 
e9eet  he  must  produce  upon  those  into  whose 
presence  he  was  so  soon  to  be  ushered.  His 
^'eaniage'*  was  presently  announced ;  and, 
aifter  keepinjr  it  standing  a  few  minutes, 
merely  fi>r  form's  sake,  ne  gently  placed 
his  hat  upon  his  head,  drew  on  one  jglove, 
took  his  Ittle  ebofty  cane  in  bis  han(^  and, 
with  a  hurried  inward  prayer  that  he  might 
be  equal  to  the  occasion,  stepped  forth  from 
Mb  apartment,  and  passed  on  to  the  ?lass- 
ooeclL  Such  a  brilliant  little  figure,  I  will 
take  upon  m3rself  to  say,  had  never  before 
teued,  nor  will  perhaps  ever  again  issue, 
firom  the  Cabbaee-StalK  Hotel.  The  waiters 
whom  he  passed,  inclined  towards  him  with 
ifistinetiye  reverence.  He  was  very  fine,  to 
be  sure;  but  who  could,  they  justly  thought, 
be  dressed  too  finely  &at  had  ten  thousand 
a  year,  and  was  goine  to  dine  with'  a  lord  in 
Grosvenor  l^nare !  Titmouse  was  soon  on 
his  way  towards  that  at  once  desired  and 
dreaded  region.  He  gazed  with  a  look  of 
ooeasional  pity  and  contempt,  as  he  passed 
along,  at  the  plebeian  pedestrians,  and  the 
lines  of  riiops  on  each  side  of  the  narrow 
streets,  till  he  began  to  perceive  indications 
of  superior  modes  of  existence;  and  then  he 
began  to  feel  a  little  fidgety  and  nervous. 
Tto  streets  grew  wider,  the  squares  greater, 
hackney  coaches  funsightly  objects!)  be- 
eame  fewer  and  fewer,  giving  place  to 
splendid  vehicles,  coaches  and  chariots, 
with  one,  two,  and  even  three  footmen  clus- 
tering behind,  with  long  canes,  with  cock- 
ades, with  shoulder-knots ;  crimson,  yellow, 
Uue,  green  hammereloths,  with  burnished 
erests  upon  them,  and  sleek  coachmen  with 
wigs  and  thr^e-comered  hats,  and  horses 
Hmt  pawed  the  ground  with  very  pride; 


Titmouse  felt  himself  getting  ww 
the  very  vortex  of  jzreatness  and  Wi^ 
and  felt  a  frequent  fluttering  and  a\da^ 
of  the  breath.  He  was,  howerer,  wt  a 
for  it— and  there  was  no  retreat  Aik 
neared  Grosvenor  Square,  he  hetiiev 
and  anon,  terrific  thundering  noiaei  itAi 
doors,  opposite  which  these  splendid  nhi> 
cles  drew  up — as  if  the  footmen  were  bI» 
riated  because  the  doors  did  not  fly  opatf 
themselves,  at  the  sound  of  the  approacis 
carriage-wheels.  At  length  he  entoi 
Grosvenor  Square,  that  ^^  pure  empjiea^ 
of  earthly  greatness.  Carriafea  roiU 
haughtily  past  him,  others  dasned  dap 
rately  onward  :  at  each  side  of  Loid  D» 
dlington*s  house,  were  carriagea  KtOf 
down  with  tremendous  uproar.  Mr.  T^ 
mouse  felt  his  colour  going,  and  his  hoi 
began  to  beat  much  faster  than  vd 
'Twas  ouite  in  vain  that  he  ^^heaati 
two  or  three  times,  by  way  of  trying  to » 
)issure  himself:  he  felt  that  his  bnrit 
come ;  and  would  have  been  glad  it  k 
moment  for  any  decent  excuse  for  dini| 
off  home  again,  and  putting  off  tbe  evil  ^ 
a  little  longer.  Opposite  the  dreaded  kt 
had  now  drawn  up  Mr.  Titmouse*!  gbs 
coach;  and  the  decent  coachman-^vktf 
well-worn  hat,  and  long,  clean,  bot  tba^ 
bare  blue  coat,  and  ancient-lookinf  ^ 
boots,  bespoke  their  wearer's  thriftues^ 
slowly  alighting,  threw  the  reios  on  !• 
quiet  horses*  backs,  and  g^ve  a  modest^ 
tat-tat-tat-tat  at  the  door,  without  riogi^ 

**  What  name  shall  I  give,  sirl"  i»k 
returning  to  his  coach,  and  letting dotii 
loud  clanking  steps,  with  a  noise  for  m 
Titmouse  could  have  heartily  kicked  hi* 

•*  Titmouse— Mr.  Titmouse  ;"*repli(dH 
hurriedly,  as  the  lof^  door  was  ^ 
open  by  the  corpulent  porter,  diaclosiafj 
veral  footmen,  with  powdered  heads,  w 
ing  in  the  hall  waiting  for  him. 

**  Mr.  Titmouse !"  exclaimed  thecci* 
man  to  the  servants — **  When  shall  I  ctf 

back  for  you,  sir  1"  ' 

-  "r 


"D- 


me,  sir— 4on*t  bother  m^ 


tered  Titmouse ;  and  the  next  monMB^^ 
in  the  hands  of  the  Philistin^s--tbe«J 
was  closed  upon  him.  All  hia  prc8«»f 
mind  had  evaporated ;  the  excellent  !«*■ 
given  him  by  Mr.  Gammon  had  distpf* 
ed  like  breath  from  the  polished  ^ 
Though  Lord  Dreddlinglon's  serraW* 
never  before  seen  in  the  house  so  sWf 
an  object  as  poor  litile  Titmouse,  tb^y •J 
of  far  too  highly  polished  manners  tojfj 
to  notice  any  thing  unusual.  Tbey  wjr 
mQ>>JLOTi<(A  Vm  M^  stairs  wiUi  a  blaodit^ 


,      ^ ^  _  very  ^ 

MIfls  within,  glistening  in  «a\ui,\a.<^,MidL 

i9wei>— their  lords  beside  theim^  ^e<ax^\te\^fcox»^^x^V^^^r^^Ri^^%X^ 

^•bA^    with   eoanteiiasiees   •©   atwn  «»i\c«i»  \xl  «^»\!«aA^^5»^\s»^^^(^^^ 
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M 


A  fvnileimnly  person,  in  a  fhll 

droM  suit,  opened  the  drawing-room 
Cor  him,  with  an  elegant  inclination, 
m  Titmouse  very  gracefully  returned. 
nt  mist  seemed  to  be  in  the  drawing- 

for  a  seeond  or  two;  but  quiclciy 
-ng  away.  Titmouse  beheld,  at  the 
r  end,  but  two  figures,  that  of  an  old 
eman  and  a  young  lady — in  fact,  the 

of  Dreddlington,  and  Lady  Cecilia. 
9  that  great  man  had  not  been  si  whit 
id-hand  with  the  little  being  now  trem- 

before  him  in  the  matter  of  dress; 
r,  in  truth,  full  as  anxious  to  make  an 
J?e  first  appearance  in  the  eyesof  T!t- 
«,  as  he  in  those  of  the  Ean  of  Dred- 
lon.    And  each  had  succeeded  in  his 

There  was  really  little  or  no  differ- 
between  them.  The  Right  Hononra- 
M  Earl  of  Dreddlington  was  an  old  ex- 
Qoed  fool,  and  Tittlebat  Titmouse  a 
g  inexperienced  one.  They  were  fhe 
species  of  plant,  but  grown  m  different 

The  one  nad  had  to  struggle  through 

Sected  existence  by  the  dustyt  hard 
le  of  life ;  tiie  other  had  had  all  the 
itage  of  hot-house  cnhiTation^ts  roots 
igr  deep  into,  and  thriyinsr  unon,  the 
Qanure  of  sycophancy  and  adolation. 
twtre  seen  how  anxious  was  our  little 

to  appear  as  became  the  occasion,  be- 
feia  great  kinsman;  who,  in  his  turn, 
^rreral  times  during  the  day  exulted 
l^r  in  the  anticipation  of  the  impression 
t  must  be  produced  upon  the  mind  of 
tnse  by  the  sudden  display  in  the  earl*s 
ca,  of  the  sublimest  distinction  that  so- 
&tin  bestow,  short  of  royalty.  It  had 
3v  twice  occurred  to  the  eaii,  whether 
aid  find  any  fair  excuse  for  appearing 

ioll  general's  uniform ;  but,  on  mature 
tisn,  governed  by  that  simplicity  and 
L%y  of  taste  which  ever  distinguished 
^e  abandoned  that  idea,'  and  appeared 
plain  blue  coat,  white  waistcoat,  and 

knee-breeches.  But  on  his  left  breast 
rted  the  star,  round  his  left  knee  glis- 

the  garter,  and  across  his  waistcoat 
tie  broad  blue  and  red  ribands  of  the 
T  and  the  Bath.  His  hair  was  white 
*\f^ ;  his  cold  blue  eye  and  haughty  lip 
^im  an  expression  of  serere  dignity ; 
^Q  Jtood  erect  as  an  arrow.  Lady 
^^  reclined  on  the  sofa,  with  an  air  of 
^^  and  ennui  that  had  become  habitual 
'  9  ^nd  was  dressed  in  glistening  white 
'^Mth  a  necklace  of  large  and  rery  beau- 
Pearls.  The  earl  was  standing  in  an 
'l**  of  easy  grace  to  receire  his  g^uest,  as 
lose  figure  and  height  he  was  quite  in 
^k— Mr.  Titmouse  might  be  a  ereat 
jtltle  man,  and  forwnrd  or  bashfiil. 
^esntof /'^inrirfimtftffiJ/ffieiauMd  the 


eail  to  himself,  the  instant  hk  trnl  omM 
sight  of  Titmouse,  who  approached  slowly^ 
makin?  profound  and  formal  oliefsaneea. 
Lord  Dreddlington  was  rooted  to  the  spot 
he  had  ocenpira  when  Titmouse  entered. 
If  hia  servants  had  turned  an  ape  into  the 
drawingHToom,  the  earl  could  scareely  hav^ 
felt  or  exhibited  greater  amaxement  than 
he  now  experience  for  a  moment.  ^Oh^ 
heavens!'*  thought  he,  «*  what  a  fool  have 
we  herel  what  creature  is  this!"  Then  it 
flashed  across  his  mind; — ^Is  this  trs 
runrax  Lord  DRiLiifoouBT  1'*  He  was  on 
the  point  of  recoiling  from  his  sudderilT  die* 
covered  kinsman  in  dismajr,  (as  for  t>adT 
Cecilia,  she  gazed  at  him  in  silent  horror,) 
when  his  habitual  self-command  came  te 
his  assistance ;  and,  advancing  vert  slowly  a 
step  or  two  towards  Titmouse,  who,  after  a 
hurried  glance  around  him,  saw  no  place  te 
deposit  nis  hat  and  cane  upon  except  the 
floor,  on  which  he  accordingly  dropped  them« 
the  earl  extended  his  hand,  and  bowed  eour* 
teously,  but  with  infinite  concern  in  h^ 
features. 

**I  am  happy,  Mr.  'HtmoaSe,  to  make 
your  acQuaintance,"  said  the  earl,  slowly. 
**Sir,  I  nave  the  honour  to  present  you  te 
my  daughter,  the  Lady  Cecilia.'*  Titmouse^ 
who  by  this  time  had  got  into  a  sort  of  cold 
sweat — a  condition  from  which  the  earl  wae 
really  not  very  far  removed,  made  a  very 
profound  and  formal  bow,  (he  had  been 
taking  lessons  from  a  posture  master  to  one 
of  the  theatres,)  first  to  the  earl,  and  then 
to  Lady  Cecilia,  who  rose  about  two  inches 
from  the  sofa,  and  then  sank  again  upon  % 
without  removing  her  eyes  from  the  figure 
of  Titmouse,  who  went  on  bowing,  first  to 
the  one  and  then  to  the  other,  till  the  earl 
had  engaged  him  in  conversation. 

^  It  gives  me  pleasure,  sir,  to  see  that  yon 
are  punctual  in  year  engagements.  I  am 
so  too,  sir ;  and  I  owe  no  small  portion  of 
my  success  in*  life  to  it.  Punctuality,  sir* 
in  small  matters,  leads  to  punctuality  in 
great  matters."  This  was  said  in  a  vary 
deliberate  and  pompous  manner. 

**0h,  yes,  my  lord!  quite  so,  your 
lordship,"  stammered  TItmouae,  suddenly 
recollecting  a  part  of  Gammon's  instruo* 
tions:  ^to  be  sore— -wouldn't  have  been 
behind  time,  vour  lordshijp,  for  a  minute, 
my  lord !  bad  manners,  if  it  please  your 
lordship—"   \ 

^  Will  you  be  seated,  sirV*  interrupted 
the  earl,  aeliberately  motioning  him  to  a 
chair,  and  then  sitting  down  beside  him ; 
after  which  the  earl  seemed,  for  a  second  or 
two,  to  forget  himself,  staring  in  silence  at 
Titmouse,  and  then  vtiT»oTv'&\Jwt«?L\wi'«xVaK'^ 
Cedlm.  **\— \— ^*  «C\^  V^,  «vi\\^Kc5c<s. 
eelVcthig  \dninc\f  ^  i^\*t^^aai\^x— s%>x*-^ 
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OMMiV^  eonytvtdate  you  «poB  y<mr 
siiccesc.    Su,  it  must  have  been  rather  a 
•urprise  to  you  1" 

**  Oh  yee«  air— oiy  lord,  most  uncommon, 
may  it  please  your  lordship— particular — 
but  riffht  is  rights—thank  your  lordship—** 

**  Oh  heavens !  merciful  heavens !  How 
horrid  all  this  is !  Am  I  awake,  or  only 
dreaming  1  Tis  an  idiot— and,  what's  worse, 
avu/foridiot.  Oh  heavens!  And thh  thing 
maybe  Lord  Drtlincouri.''^  This  was  what 
was  passing  through  Lord  Dreddlington's 
mind,  while  his  troubled  eye  was  fixed  upon 
Titmouse. 

*'  It  is,  indeed,  Mr.  Titmouse,*'  replied 
his  lordship,  ^'  very  true ;  sir,  what  you  say 
is  correct.  Quite  so;  exactly."  His  eye 
was  fixed  on  Titmouse,  but  hjs  words  were 
Uttered,  as  it  were,  mechanically,  and  in  a 
musing  manner.  It  flitted,  for  a  moment, 
across  his  mind,  whether  he  should  ring  the 
.bell,  and  order  the  servant  to  show  out  of 
the  house  the  fearfui  imp  that  had  just  been 
shown  into  it ;  but  at  that  critical  moment 
he  detected  poor  Titmouse's  eye  fixed  with 
«  kind  of  reverent  intensity  upon  his  lord- 
ship's STAR.  'Twas  a  lucky  look  that  for 
Titmouse,  for  it  began  to  melt  away  the  ice 
that  was  getting  round  the  little  heart  of 
his  august  relative.  'Twas  evident  that  the 
poor  young  man  had  not  been  accustomed 
to  society,  thought  the  earl,  with  an  ap- 
proach towards  the  compassionate  mood. 
Hs  was  frightfully  dressed,  to  be  sure;  and 
as  for  his  speech,  he  was  manifestly  over- 
awed by  the  presence  in  which  he  found 
himself; — that  thought  melted  a  little  more 
of  the  ice.  Yet,  was  it  not  evident  that  he 
bad  tome  latent  power  of  appreciating  real 
distinction  t— the  little  heart  that  was  under 
his  lordship's  star,  here  lost  all  the  ice  that 
had  begun  suddenly  to  incrust  it.  And 
again  ;-^e  has  actually  cut  out  the  into- 
lerable Aubrey,  and  is  now  the  lawful  owner 
of  Yatton— of  ten  thousand  a  year. 

*'Did  you  see  the  review  of  to-day,  sirV 
inquired  the  earl,  rather  blandly.  **  His 
majesty  was  ther^  sir,  and  seemed  to  enjoy 
the  scene.'*  Titmouse,  with  a  timid  air, 
said  that  he  had  not  seen  it,  as  he  had  been 
upon  the  river ;  «nd  after  a  few  more  gene- 
ral observations—**  Will  you  permit  me, 
sir  1  It  is  from  the  House  of  Lords,"  said 
the  earl,  as  a  note  was  brought  him,  which 
he  immediately  opened  and  read.  Lady 
Cecilia  also  appearing  engaged  reading, 
Titmouse  had  a  moment's  breathing  time 
and  interval  of  relief.  What  would  he  have 
giver*,  ne  thought,  for  some  other  person,  or 
serera]  persons,  to  come  in  and  divide  the 


cut  a  fnrdve  glance  wmmwA  dw  warn  I 
opened  into  a  second,  which  oneaed  irin 
third :  how  spacious  each  and  lofty  I  Id 
glittering  glass  chandeliers  in  each !  Us 
chimney  and  pier  glasses !  What  rickois 
son  satin  curtains— they  must  have  m 
twelve  or  fourteen  shillings  a  yard  atlas! 
The  carpets  of  the  finest  firustels-d 
they  felt  like  velvet  to  the  feet;  tba  ^ 
brackets  of  marble  and  gold,  with  wm 
statues  and  vases  glistening  upon  e»i 
chairs  so  delicate  and  gilded  all  ovD-k 
almost  feared  to  sit  down  on  them.  Vk 
could  the  Quirks  and  Tagrags  think  ^HM 
Faugh — only  to  think  for  a  moment  of  Ai| 
House  and  Satin  Lodge  !  Then  ibes 
the  Lady  Cecilia — a  lady  of  bigii  tM 
How  rich  her  dress— and  how  ks 
beautiful  she  looked  as  she  reclined  i^j 
sofa !  She  was  in  fact  busy  cosjiiDf 
the  new  opera,  cominff  out  the  next  eve 
And  the  ^rl  of  DreddSinffton— tiwieh 
reading,  doubtleas,  some  letter  fioa  (k 
or  one  of  the  royal  family*— a  manof  i 
rank— with  star,  garter,  and  ribaids,M< 
blue— all  just  as  he  had  seen  in  victoRMt 
heard  and  read  of-— what  must  tut  itaii^ 
cost  t  Ay,  indeed,  poor  Lord  Dreddlafl 
it  had  cost  you  the  labour  of  half  liai 
steadfast  sycophancy,  of  watchful 
vring,  and  desperate  exertion!  Aadii 
ribands — he  had  never  seen  anj  a(^ 
a  breadth— 4hey  must  have  been  i 
tured  on  purpose  for  the  earl !  Ho«^ 
were  his  handsl  And  he  bad  an  niP 
massive  signet-ring  on  his  forefinns 
two  glittering  rin^  at  least  on  ea^  ^ 
little  fingers — positively  Titmouse  atk* 
began  to  regard  himalmostasagoi:# 
yet  )he  amazing  thought  occuned  ibt 
august  being  was  alli^  to  biip  bj  ik 
of  relationship.  Such  were  the  r'  ^ 
and  reflections  passing  through  the 
Titmouse,  during  the  time  that  Lonl 
dlington  was  engaged  in  reading  his 
— 4ina  afterwards  during  the  bria 
which  elapsed  between  the  yarioDi 
vations  addressed  to  him  by  his  W 

The  gentleman  in  black  at  length 
the  room,  aiMi  advancing  slowlj  ao^ 
lessly  towards  the  earl,  said,inaqH)i 
ner,  "  Dinner,  my  lord,"  and  K^i«i 
what  new  scenes  of  splendid 
was  this  the  signal  for  Mr.  Ti 
trodoction  ?  thought  our  friend,  tv 
bled.  ^ 

"Mr.  Titmouse,  will  you  giwy?* 
to  the  Lady  CeciUat"  said  the  cd.{{ 
tioning  him  to  the  sofa.    Up  joiop 
mouse,  and  approached  hastily  thi 
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raffered  ami  of  'Titmouse*  ex- 1 
ds  her  at  a  rery  acute  angles ' 
angles  with  his  own  body — 
*  Honour  to  take  your  ladyship 
proud— this  way,  my  lady.  * 
took  no  more  notice  of  him  than 
•n  a  dumb  waiter,  walking  be- 
lenoe,  the  earl  following.    To 
bleman  of  high  rank  was  walk- 
1 !  Would  to  Hearen,  thought 
led  Titmouse,  that  he  had  two 
the  earl  behind,  and  the  other 
full  towards  Lady  Cecilia! 
ants,  powdered,  and  in  light- 
stood  like  a  guard  of  honour 
ining-room  door.    That  room 
e  and  loiVy:  what  a  solitary 
were  they  about  to  dine  in! 
cold,  though  it  w*as  summer, 
as  he  followed,  rather  than 
lity  partner  to  her  seat;  and 
ioned  into  his  own  by  the  earl, 
r  down  opposite  a  chased  sil- 
»n!    A  servant  stood  behind 
and  Titmouse;  also  on  the 
i,  while  on  his  right,  between 
and  the  glistening  sideboard, 
y  gentleman  in  black,  with  a 
I  a  somewhat  haughty  counte- 
uffh  Titmouse    had    touched 
)  oreakfast,  he  felt   not  the 
nation  to  eat,  and  would  have 
id  to  ha?e  dared  say  as  much, 
»  relieTed  iirom  a  vast  deal  of 
it  indeed  easy  to  conceiye  of  a 
"e  in  a  state  of  more  complete 
that  moment,  than  poor  little 
.  little  frog  under  the  suddenly 
eiyer  of  an  air-pump,  or  a  fish 
out  of  its  own  element,  and 
and  struggling  upon  the  grass, 
assist  ^our  conceptions  of  the 
suffermgs  of  Mr.  Titmouse, 
o  was  on  the  look-out  for  it, 
condition  with  secret  but  com- 
ion ;  here  he  beheld  the  legiti- 
rank  and  state  upon  the  human 
duse  ffot  through  the  soup— of 
halHi-dozen  spoonfuls  only 
his  plate— prettjr  fairly.  Any 
han  at  Lord  Dreddlington's, 
lid  haye  thought  it  thin  watery 
few  green  thmgs  chopped  up 
g  in  It ;  but  now  ha  peroeived 
iort  of  superior  flavour.    How 
let  enclosed  in  paper,  puziled 
e,  is  best  known  to  himself. 
y  Cecilia  will  take  wine  with 
nouse,  I  dare  say**— observed 
in  a  moment's  time,  bat  with 
sration,  the  servants   poured 
»  two  g\B»»e»,    ^  Your  lady- 
aw  lady*''-&lte  ed  Titmoose. 
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She  slightly  bowed,  and  a  faint  smile  gliin- 
mered  at  the  comers  of  her  mouth— but 
unobserved  by  Titmouse. 

**  I  think  you  said,  Mr.  Titmouse,**  quoth 
the  earl  some  time  afterwards,  **  that  you 
had  not  yet  taken  possession  of  Yatton  f** 

*'  No,  my  lord ;  but  I  go  down  the  day 
after  to-morrow  quite — if  1  may  say  it,  my 
lord-^uite  in  style.** 

"  Ha,  ha  !**  exclaimed  the  earl,  gently. 

''Had  you  any  acquaintance  with  the 
Aubreys,  Mr.  Titmouse  T*  inquired  the 
Lady  Cecilia. 

"No,  my  lady — ^yes,  your  ladyship,  (I 
beg  your  ladyship^s  pardon)— but,  now  1 
think  of  it,  1  had  a  slight  acquaintance  with 
Miss  Aubrey.**  Titmouse,  Fitmouse,  you 
little  wretch,  how  dare  you  say  so ! 

"  She  is  considered  pretty  in  the  country.  I 
believe  t**  drawled  Lady  Cecilia,  languidly^ 

"  Oh,  most  uncommon  lovel  y  l-^miadling^ 
bnly  middling,  my  lady,  I  should  say**— 
added  'Htmouse,  suddenly ;  having  observ- 
ed, as  he  fancied,  rather  a  di pleased  look 
in  Lady  Cecilia.  He  had  begun  his  sen- 
tence with  more  energy  than  he  had  yet 
shown  in  the  house ;  he  finished  it  hastily, 
and  coloured  as  he  spoke-^feeling  that  he 
had  somehow  committed  himself. 

t«t)o  you  form  a  new  establishment  ft 
Yatton,  sir t**  inquired  the  earl,  "or  take 
to  any  part  of  that  of  your  predecessor  1** 

"I  have  not,  please  your  lordship,  made 
up  my  mind  yet  exactly — should  like  to 
know  your  loraship*8  opinion.** 

"  Why,  sir,  I  should  be  governed  by  cir- 
cumstances, sir;  when  you  get  there,  sir, 
you  will  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the  course 
you  should  pursue..** 

**  Do  you  intend,  Mr.  Titmouse,  to  live 
in  town,  or  in  the  country  1'*  inquired  Lady 
Cecilia. 

"  A  little  of  both,  my  lady — ^but  mostly 
in  town ;  because,  as  your  ladyship  sees, 
the  country  is  devilish  dull — *pon  my  life^ 
my  lady-— my  lord^-beg  a  thousand  par- 
dons,** he  added,  bowmg  to  both,  and 
blushing  violently.  Here  he  had  committed 
himself;  but  his  august  companions  bowed 
to  him  very  kindly,  and  he  presently  reco- 
vered his  self-possession. 

"Are  you  fond  of  hunting,  Mr.  Til- 
mouse  1**  inquired  the  earl. 

"  Why,  my  lord,  can*t  exactly  say  that  I 
am— but,  your  lordship  sees,  cases  alter  cir- 
cumstances, and  when  I  get  down  there 
among  Uie  country  gents,  p*r*aps  I  may  do 
as  they  do,  my  lord.'* 

"I  presume,  Mr.  Titmouse,  you  have 
scaroely  chosen  a  town  residence  yet  1**  in- 
quired Lady  CecVVva. 

"No,  XM  \«A7— ^ic\  tiTwA.  \x.  1^^^— ^^ 
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Grosvenor  Street,  umlorttanding  it  is  to  be 
•old  ;**  then  turning  towards  the  earl — ^  be- 
cause, 89  your  lordship  sees,  I  was  tiiinkinf; 
of  getting  into  both  the  nests  of  the  old  bird, 
while  both  are  warm,**  he  added,  with  a 
rery  faint  smile.  • 

*♦  Exactly ;  yes — I  see,  sixs>— I  understand 
▼ou,**  replied  Lord  Dreddlington,  sippin? 
his  wine.  His  manner  rather  discomposea 
Titmouse,  to  whom  it  then  very  naturally 
occurred  that  the  earl  might  be  warmly 
attached  to  the  Aubreys,  and  not  relish  their 
being  spoken  of  so  lightly ;  so  Titmouse 
hastily  and  anxiously  added — **  your  lord- 
ship sees  I  was  most  particular  sorry'  to 
make  the  Aubreys  turn  out.  A  most  ut>- 
common  respectable  gent,  Mr.  Aubrey :  I 
assure  your  lordship  I  think  so.'*  ^ 

**  I  had  not  the  honour  of  his  acquaipt- 
ance,  sir,**  replied  the  earl,  coldly,  and  with 
exceeding  stiffness,  which  flustered  Tit- 
mouse not  a  little ;  and  a  pause  occurred  in 
the  conversation  for  a  minute  or  two.  Din- 
ner had  now  considerably  adranced,  Aid^ 
Titmouse  was  beginning  to  grow  a  Ktile 
fomlliar  with  the  routine  of  matters.  Re^ 
membering  Gammon's  caution  concerning 
the  wine,  and  alsoobservinff  how  very  little 
was  drunk  by  the  earl  and  Lady  Cecilia, 
Titmouse  dicf  the  same;  and  during  the 
whole  of  dinner  had  scarcely  three  full 
glasses  of  wine. 

"How  long  is  it,**  inquired  the  earl, 
addressing  his  daughter,  '*  since  they  took 
that  house  V*  Lady  Cecilia  could  not  say. 
♦•Stay — now  I  recollect— surely  it  was  Just 
before  my  appointment  to  the  Household. 
Yes ;  it  was  about  that  time,  I  now  recollect. 
I  am  alluding,  Mr.  Titmouse,**  continued 
the  earl,  addressing  him  in  a  very  gracious 
manner,  "to  an  appointment  uMor  the 
crown  of  some  little  distinction,  which  I 
was  solicited  to  accept,  at  the  personal  in- 
stance of  his  majesty,  on  the  occasion  of 
our  party  coming  into  power — ^I  mean  that 
of  Lord  Steward  of  the  Household.** 

**  Dear  me,  my  lord  !  Indeed !  Only  to 
think,  your  lordship  !**  exclaimed  Titmouse, 
with  infinite  deference  in  his  manner,  which 
encouraged  the  earl  to  proceed. 

"That,  sir,  was  an  office  of  great  import- 
ance, and  I  had  some  hesitation  in  under- 
taking its  responsibility.  But,  sir,  when  I 
had  once  committed  myself  to  my  sovereign 
and  my  country.  I  resolvi^d  to  give  them  my 
best  services.  I  had  formed  plans  for  effect- 
tlig  very  extensive  alterations,  sir,  in  that 
departipent  of  the  public  service,  which  I 
have  no  doubt  would  have  given  great  satis- 
fkrtion  to  the  country,  as  soon  aa  the  nature 


vafled,  and  we  were  oompelkd  to  rik 
office.** 

"  Dear  me,  my  lord !  How  pot 
sorry  I  am  to  hear  it,  my  lord  !**  eid 
Titmouse,  as  he  gaxed  at  the  dinpf 
statesman  with  an  ezpreasioD  of  Ri| 
sympathy. 

"Sir,  it  gives  me  sincere satisfti 
said  the  earl,  after  a  pause,  "to  heart 
political  opinions  agree        ** 

"  Oh,  yes,  my  lonl,  quite ;  tiire  oft 

••  I  assure  you,  sir,  that  some  11 
quaintanoe  with  the  genius  and  bmb 
British  constitution  has  satisfied  i 
this  country  can  never  be  safely  or  a 
geously  governed  except  on  soon 
principles** — He  paused. 

**  Yes,  my  lord ;  it*8  quite  true,  yo 
ship.** 

"  That,  sir,  is  the  only  way  I  Vm 
which  aristocratic  institutions  can  bel 
to  bear  effectively  upon,  to  blend 
niously  with,  the  interests  of  the 
orders— the  people,  Mr.  TEtmoose.* 
mouse  thought  this  wonderfully  ft 
sat  listening  as  to  an  oracle  of  politif 
dom.  The  eari,  observing  it,  bens 
a  much  higher  oi^inion  ofnis  little  ki 
"The  unfortunate  gentieman,  voer 
cesser  at  Yatton,  sir,  if  he  had  oat  i 
himself  to  have  been  guided  by  tii« 
had  mixed  in  public  aflfairs  before  1 
bom,**  said  the  earl,  with  great  digni 

**  'Pon  my  word,  my  lord,  he  wi 
heard,  a  d  d  tory ! — Oh,  my  W 
lord !  humbly  beg  pardon,**  he  adM 
ing  pale;  but  the  fatal  word  bad  b 
tered,  and  heard  by  both ;  and  be  til 
he  could  have  sunk  through  the  floor. 

*^  Shall  I  have  the  honour  of  tskn| 
ther  glass  of  wine  with  you,  sirria 
the  earl,  rather  gravely  and  sereielj 
wishing  Mr.  Titmouse  fully  to  sff 
the  fearful  breach  of  etiquette  of  wtt 
had  just  been  guilty.  After  they  bad  1 
to  each  other,  a  very  awkward  pane 
red,  which  was  at  length  broken  bji 
siderate  Lady  Cecilia. 

"  Are  you  fond  of  the  opeia,  M 
mouse  1** 

"Very,  my  lady — most  particohi 
plied  Titmouse,  Who  had  been  then 
onJy. 

"  Do  yon  prefer  the  opera,  or  thel 
I  mean  the  music,  or  the  dancing^* 

"  Oh,  I  tmderstand  your  ladyship, 
my  word,  my  lady,  I  prefer  them  h 
their  turns.  The  dancing  is  mosti 
mon  superior;  though  I  mustsajtB] 
the  lady  dancers  there  do  most  ancoa 


of  my  intentions  became  genaraW^  wtudct-X — votKer^  \  i^^9c\^  ^a.^** — He  stopp< 
nt*od ;  when  faction,  sir,  nnfoitxmaMaV^  i^t^Xwv'^l \  V\% Im» ^\js^^.,'«sj5l\&^^ 
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kMOtt  into  ft  penmntkin,    Whal  the 

%  was  he  about)  It  seemed  as  if  some 
^within  were  urging  him  on*  from  time 
a.ev  to  commit  huuelf.  Goodgraoious! 
ler  word,  aod  out  would  hays  come  his 
on  as  to  the  shocking  indecency  gf  the 

.  understand  yon,  sir;  I  quits  agree 
^ou/*  said  Lady  Cecilia,  calmly ;  **  the 
ft  doe*  come  on  at  a  sad  late  hour;  I 
.  wish  they  would  now  and  then  have 
»tillet  first/* 

JPon  my  life,  my  lady,**  qnodi  Ht- 
»«,  eagerly  snatching  at  the  plank  that 
^rown  to  him ;  ^  that  i$  what  1  mean^— 
Lug  else,  upon  my  soul,  your  ladyship/* 
Do  you  intend  taking  a  box  there,  Mr. 
k4Hise  V*  in(|uired  her  ladyship,  with  an 
aranoe  of  interest  in  the  expected  an* 

Why,  your  ladyship,  they  snya  box 
»  is  a  mredouM  long  figure  ;---but  in 
■e,  my  lady,  when  I've  got  to  rights  a 
>  with  my  property— your  ladyship  un- 
Umds — ^I  shall  do  the  correct  thing.** 
ere  a  Terylong  nause  ensued.  How 
kldly  quiet  and  cieliberate  was  every 
^1*  The  very  senrants,  how  noiselessly 

waited !  £very  thing  done  just  when 
ss  wanted,  yet  no  hurry,  or  bustle,  ot 
»t  and  they  looked  so  comsosod  so 
^  at  their  ease.  He  fiincied  that  they 
ftcaroe  any  thing  else  to  do  than  look  at 

smd  watch  all  his  motemeats,  which 
'^y  embarrassed  him,  and  he  bcjgan  to 
&em.  He  tried  hard  to  inspirit  himself 

«  reflection  upon  his  own  suddenly 
J^od  and  really  great  peraonal  import- 
»  absolute  master  of  Ten  Thousand  a 
»  a  relation  of  the  spreat  man  at  whose 
l^e  satf  and  whose  hired  servants  they 
t  but  then  his  timorously  raised  eye 
it  light,  for  an  instant,  upon  the  splen- 
^•mgnia  of  the  earl,  and  lie  felt  as  op« 
^«i  as  ever.  .What  would  he  not  have 
k  for  a  few  minutes'  interval  and  sense 
^vnplete  freedom  and  independence  1 
B^ere  these  to  be  his  feelings  ever  here-« 
^  Was  this  the  sort  of  tremulous  ap* 
^^isjon  of  offence,  and  embarrassment 
'  his  every  motive,  to  which  he  was  to 
^med  in  high  life!  Oh  that  be  had 
^^n  bom  to  it,  like  the  esrl  did  the 
^  CecilU! 

(^ere  you  ever  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
titmouse  1**  inquired  Lord  DreddUng- 
Suddenly,  afler  casting  about  for  some 
'  time  for  a  to]fic  on  which  he  might 
>mne  with  Titmouse, 
^o,  my  lord,  never--«honld  most  on- 
E^on  like  to  see  it,  my  lord**— -replied 
^-CHWe,  eagerly. 


«« CeHskly,  it  is  an 
sir,  sod  well  worth  seeing.' 

**  I  suppose,  ftrtai&f  your  lordship  goet 
there  every  day  r* 

«« Why,  sir,  1  believe  Jofivpretty  punotoal 
in  my  attendance.  I  was  there  to-day^1iir» 
till  the  House  rose.  Sir,  I  am  of  epinidn 
that  hereditary  legislators — a  practical  ano-- 
maly  in  a  free  state  like  this— but  one  which 
has  innumerable  unpereeived  advantages  to 
recommend  it— sir,  our  country  expects  a(fc 
our  hands,  in  discharge  of  so  grave  a  trust 
— in  shoit,  if  we  were  not  to  be  true  to— wo 
who  are  in  a  peculiar  sense  the  guardians 
of  public  liberty— if  we  were  onoe  U>  betray 
our  trust— let  me  trouble  you,  sir,  for  a  littb 
of  that  ,**  said  the  earl,  using  some 
foreign  word  which  Titmouse  had  never 
heard  of  before,  and  looking  towards  a  deli- 
cately constructed  fabric,  as  of  compressed 
snow,  that  stood  before  Titmouse.  A  ser- 
vant stood  in  a  twinkling  beside  him  with 
his  lordship's  plate.  Ah  me !  that  I  should 
haw  to  relate  so  sad  an  event  as  presently 
occurred  to  Titmouse !  He  took  a  spoony 
and,  imagining  the  glistening  fabric  before 
him  to  be  as  solid  as  it  looked,  he  brough 
to  hear  upon  it  an  adequate  degpree  of  foroe^ 
even  as  if  he  had  been  going  to  scoop  out  a 
piece  of  Stilton  chooso  awl  inserttuff  hss 
spoon  at  the  summit  of  the  snowy  and  de- 
oeitfttl  structure,  souse  to  the  bottoin  went 
spoon,  hand,  eoat-cuff  and  all,  and  a  veiy 
dismal  noise  evidenced  that  the  dish  on 
which  the  spoon  had  descended  with  so 
much  (broe— was  no  longer  a  dish.  It  was, 
in  fact,  broken  in  halves,  snd  ths  liauia 
from  within  ran  about  on  the  cloth.  A  clus*. 
ter  of  servants  was  quickly  around  him ;  a 
mist  came  over  his  eyes ;  the  colour  deserted 
his  cheek ;  and  he  had  a  strange  feeling,  as 
if  the  end  of  all  things  was  at  hand« 

"  I  beg  you  will  think  nothing  of  it— Jt 
really  signifies  nothing  at  all,  Mr.  Tit^ 
mouse,"  said  the  earl,  kindly,  observing  his 
agitation. 

«'  Oh  dear !  Oh  my  lord— your  ladyship 
—what  sn  uncommon  stupid  ass!" 

"  Pray  don'f  distress  yourself,  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse,** said  Lady  Cecilia,  really  feeling 
for  his  evident  misery,  **  or  yon  will  distress 
tu. 


»» 


**  I  beg— humbly  beg  pardon — please  your 
lordship— your  ladyship.  TU  replace  it 
with  the  best  in  London  the  very  first  thing 
in  the  morning.*'  Here  the  servant  beside 
him,  who  was  arrenging  the  table-cloth, 
uttered  a  faint  sound  of  suppressed  laugliter 
which  disconcerted  Titmouse  still  inon. 

••  Give  yourself  no  concern — 'tis  only  a 
trijle^  Mr.  Titmouse  I  You.  unti»c«^mLV^ 
•aid  the  oaxV^^unidlv. 
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•«  Bui  If  yo«r  tindship  will  onl  j  allow 
BIO— expense  is  no  obiect.  I  know  the 
Ytry  beet  shop  in  Oxford  Street—*' 

**  Suppose  we  take  a  glass  of  champagne 
together,  Mr.  Titmouse  V*  said  the  earl, 
nxHkr  persraptorily;  and  Titmouse  had 
aetise  enough  to  be  aware  that  he  was  to 
drop  the  subject.  It  was  a  ^ood  while  be- 
fore he  reeoTered  eren  the  little  degree  of 
■elf-possession  which  he  had  had  since  first 
entering  Lord  Dreddlington's  house.  He 
had  afterwards  no  rerr  distinct  recollection 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  got  throu^fh  .the 
vest  of  dinner,  but  a  general  sense  of  his  haf- 
ioff  been  treated  with  the  most  kind  and 
delicate  forbearance— noyu»  made.    Sup- 

ni  such  an  accident  ha<f  occurred  at  Satin 
ge,  or  even  Alibi  House ! 

Shortly  after  the  servants  had  withdrawn. 
Lad  J  Cecilia  rose  to  retire.  Titmouse, 
teeing  the  earl  approaching  the  bell,  antici- 
pated him  in  ringing  it,  and  then  darted  to 
the  door  with  the  speed  of  a  lamplighter  to 
open  it,  as  he  did,  jnst  before  a  servant  Ited 
laised  his  hand  to  it  on  the  outside.  Then 
he  stood  within,  and  the  servant  without, 
each  bowing,  and  Lady  Cecilia  passed  be- 
tween them  with  stately  step,  her  eyes 
fixed  upon  the  ground,  and  her  lip  com- 
pressed with  the  effort  to  check  her  inclina- 
tion to  a  smile— perhaps,  even  laughter. 
Titmouse  was  now  left  alone  with  Lord 
Dreddlington,  and,  on  resuming  his  seat, 
most  earnestly  renewed  his  entreaties  to  be 
allowed  to  replace  the  dish,  which  he  had 
broken,  assuring  Lord  Dreddlington  that 
M  money  was  no  object  at  all.**  He  was 
encountered,  however,  with  so  stem  ane|[a- 
thre  by  his  lordship,  that,  with  a  hurried 
apology,  he  droppea  the  snbject ;  the  earl, 
however,  good-naturedly  adding,  that  he 
had  perceived  the  joke  intended  by  Mr. 
Titmouse,  which  was  very  good  one.  This 
would  have  set  off  poor  Titmouse  again  ; 
hut  a  glance  at  the  face  of  his  magnificent 
host  sealed  his  lips. 

•*  I  have  heard  it  said,  Mr.  Titmouse,** 
presently  commenced  the  earl,  *'  that  you 
have  been  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
daring  the  peri<Kl  of  your  exclusion  from 
the  estates  which  you  have  just  recovered. 
Is  it  so,  sir  1** 

**  Ye-e-e-s — sir— my  lord — **  replied  Tit- 
mouse, hastily  considering  whether  or  not 
be  should  altogether  ntik  the  shop ;  but  he 
dared  hardly  venture  upon  so  decisive  a  He 
— *♦  I  was,  please  your  lordship,  in  one  of 
^  the  ipeatest  eatablishments  in  the  mercery 
Eine  in  London— at  the  west  end,  my  lord  ; 
moBt  confidential,  my  lord;  management 
of  ewBry  thing;  hut,  some>\ow,Tn3  \at^^\ 
never 
Mauds 


M Perfectly,  air;  I  can  quite  tpfnoi 
your  feelings.  But,  sir,  the  mrrriA 
mteretts  of  this  great  country  annotak 
overlooked.  Those  who  aie  eonoemiii 
them  are  freqaently  very  respectable  f» 
sons.**. 

**  Begging  your  pardon,  my  Iot<U- so,^ 
ain*t— if  your  loraship  only  knew  tbeat 
well  as  1  do,  my  loid.  Most  u 
low  people.  Do  any  thing  to  taraapea^, 
my  lord ;  and  often  sell  damaged  gooJik 
best.'* 

*«  It  is  very  possible,  sir,  that  ihmm 
exist  irregulanties  of  that  descripticn;  H 
upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  am  disposed  tott 
that  there  are  many  very  respeetabk^ 
sons  engaged  in  trade.  I  have  hdk 
happiness,  sir,  to  asaist  in  passing  mam 
that  were  calculated,  bv  removing  ia» 
tions  and  protective  duties,  to  secure  tsli 
country  the  benefits  of  free  and  mM 
competition.  We  have  been  prDeoif 
sir,  for  tnany  years,  on  altogether  a  v^ 
principle ;  but,  not  to  follow  out  this  ■• 
further,  I  must  remind  you,  air,  tbatii 
acquaintance  with  the  principles  mim 
ing  details  of  mercantile  traneadiosi-^ 
doubtedly  one  of  the  mainsprings  of  i 
national  ^[reatness,  may  herearker  bedt 
to  you,  sir.** 

"  Yes,  my  lord,  *pon  my  soul— wte^ 
furnishing  my  houses  in  town  and  eartf 
I  mean  to  go  to  market  my^e^j/i^ 
your  lordahip,  I  know  a  trick  or  twocfi 
trade,  and  can*t  be  taken  in,  my  M  Jj 
instance,  my  lord,  there*s  Tagrag-  ijg 
hem  !**  he  paused  abruptly,  and  )m 
somewhat  confusedly  at  the  eari. 

••I  did  not  mean  that  exactly***'" 
lordriiip,  unable  to  resist  a  smile.  '*M^ 
fill  your  glass,  Mr.  Titmouse.**  He** 
'•  You  are  of  course  aware  that  yoi  m 
the  absolute  patronage  of  the  bornfk'i 
Yatton,  Mr.  Titmouse  1  ItoccwHi' 
that,  as  our  political  opinions  agree,  n'wj 
less  I  am  presumptuous,  sir,  in  to  tl0H| 
— I  may  be  regarded,  in  a  political  {M^ 
view,  as  thCvh^aad  of  the  family— f"^ 
deratand,  1  hope,  Mr.  HtmouaeT 

**  Exactly,  my  lord— *pon  my 
all  correct,  my  lord.**  ^ 

M  Well— then— the  family  mtefi*" 
Titmouse,  must  be  looked  after.** 

'*  Oh !  in  course,  my  lord,  only  toolj 
—certainly  my  loid,  we  shall,  1  iMy^g 
a  very  interesting  family,  if  yoor  k^J 
so  pleases— I  can  have  no  objeetka" 
lord  !'*  ^  . 

"  It  was  a  vile,  a  disjpracefol  tneM 
which  ministers  popped  in  their  <)••• 
^oi  WR  Vj«TOii«h>  Mr.  Titmouse  ?"  C*. 
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}\j  on  Mr.  Aiibiej*s  accept 
hiltern  Hundreds,  and,  before 
1  could  be  prepared  for  such  a 
m  without  delay  to  Yatton, 
ral  Pickering,  Bart.,  of  Lud- 
t,  an  intimate  friend  of  Mr. 

I  a  keen,  unflinching  tory, 
i  as  member  for  the  borough 
fore  the  Titmouse  influence 
jrht  for  even  one  moment  into 

few  and  willing  electors  of 
id  loyal  borough  being  only 
lave  tne  opportunity  of  voting 
ose  principles  they  approved 
e  last  opportuniiy  they  would 
so. 

lord— Sir  What-d'ye-call-him 
sharp  for  us,  in  that  business, 

cceeded,  sir,  for  the  moment, 
led  bis  lordship,  in  a  very 
d  impressive  manner— **  it's 
that  their  triumph  may  be  of 
ation — Mr.  Titmouse.  Those 
elf,  are  at  head-quarters— let 

II  your  glass,  Mr.  Titmouse, 
lour  to  congratulate  you,  sir, 
y  of  your  rijghts,  and  to  wish 
1  long  life  m  the  enjoyment 

dease  your  lordsMp,  you*re 
on  polite**— commenced  Tit- 
and  standing  while  he  spoke 

had  experience  enough  of 
\  aware  that,  when  a  gentle- 
xras  drunk  on  important  occa- 
ne  him  to  riso  and  acknow- 
pliment  in  such  langnage  as 
nand — **  and  am  particularly 
-I  beg  to  propose,  my  lorcf, 
8  very  good  health,  and  many 
en  he  sat  down ;  each  poured 
IBS  of  claret,  and  drank  it  off. 
nely  singular,  sir,  the  reverses 
}  hears  of.** 

tip  pausing  for  a  moment,  to 
t  rou^t  have  become  of  the 
iughter,  had  they  been  placed 
Q  of  the  unfortunate  Aubreys. 

lord,  your  lordship's  quite 
word !  Most  uncommon  up$ 
Lord,  my  lord,  only  to  fancy 
ionths  acfo,  trotting  up  and 
Street  with  my  yard  mea.— " 
lort,  and  coloured  violently. 

however  humble  might  nave 
umstances,  it  is  a  consolation 

the  Fates  ordained  it.  Sir, 
ing  dishonourable  in  being 
is  not  your  own  fault  Re- 
tune,  sir,  have  happened  to 
fatesl  characters  fn  our  history. 
7  Alfred,  sirV'     Titmoiise 


bowed  assentingly ;  but  had  he  been  (iue»> 
tioned,  could  have  told,  I  suspect,  very  littlt^ 
about  the  matter. 

"  Allow  me,  sir,  to  ask  whether  you  have 
come  to  any  arrangement  with  your  late 
opponent  concerning  the  back-rents  V  in- 
quired the  earl,  with  a  great  appearance  of 
interest 

"  No,  my  lord,  not  yet;  but  my  solicitors 
say  they'll  soon  have  the  screw  on,  please 
your  lordship — that's  just  what  they  say^ 
their  very  words." 

"  Indeed,  sir !"  replied  the  earl,  gravely. 
**  What  is  the  sum  to  which  they  say  yon 
.  are  entitled,  sirl" 

**  Sixty  thousand  pounds,  my  lord,  at 
least— quite  set  me  op,  at  starting,  my 
lord,"  replied  Titmouse,  with  great  glee; 
but  the  earl  shuddered,  and  sipped  his  wine 
in  silence. 

«•  By  the  way,  Mr.  Titmouse,"  isaid  the 
earl,  after  a  considerable  pause — **I  trust 
you  will  forgive  me  for  suggesting  whether 
It  Would  not  be  a  prudent  step  for  you  to 
go  to  one  of  the  universities  for  at  least  a 
twelvemonth  t" 

"  Humbly  begging  your  lordshfe's  par- 
don, am  not  I  too  old!" — ^replied  Titmouse 
— '*  Besides,  I've  talked  the  thing  over  with 
Mr.  Gammon—" 

'*  Mr.  Gammon  1  Allow  me,  sir,  to  ask 
who  that  may  be  1" 

"  One  of  my  solicitors,  my  lord ;  a  most 
remarkable  clever  man,  and  an  out-and-ou. 
lawyer,  my  lord.  It  was  he  that  found  out 
all  about  my  case,  my  lord.  If  your  lord- 
ship was  only  to  see  him  for  a  moment, 
your  lordship  would  say,  what  a  remarkable 
clever  man  that  is.'* 

"  You  will  forgive  my  curiosity,  sir — but 
it  must  have  surely  required  very  ample 
means  to  have  carried  on  so  arduous  a  law- 
suit as  that  which  has  terminated  so  suc- 
cessfully V 

**  Oh  yes,  my  lord  ! — Quirk,  Gammon, 
and  Snap  did  all  that ;  and,  between  me 
and  your  lordship,  I  suppose  I  shall  have  to 
come  down  a  pretty  long  figure,  all  on  the 
fuxiV,  as  your  lordship  understands:  but  I 
mean  them  to  get  it  all  out  of  that  respecta* 
ble  gent,  Mr.  Aubrey."  By  quietly  pressing 
his  questions,  the  earl  got  a  good  deal  more 
out  of  Titmouse  than  he  was  aware  of,  con- 
cerning Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap ; 
and  conceived  a  special  dislike  for  Gam- 
mon. The  earl  gave  him  some  pretty  deci- 
sive hints  about  tne  necessity  of  his  being  on 
his  guard  with  such  people— and  hoped  that 
he  would  not  commit  himself  in  any  thing 
important  without  consulting  his  lordship, 
who  would  of  co^UQQ  wln^  VCvnv  ^^  ^"h-ksip. 
tage  of  \\\a  expemxit^  vcw  ^^  ^tSt^  5^  ^% 
world,  and  ovexi  \aa  c^«a\ft^3nft^«a^pAt* 
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Iboae  whose  only  object  was  to  make  a 
piey  of  him.  Titmouse  began  to  feel  that 
nere,  at  length,  he  had  met  with  a  real 
firiend— one  whose  aoggeetions  were  worthy 
of  being  received  wi&  the  profoundeet  de- 
ference. Soon  afterwards,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  please  the  earl  beyond  expres- 
sion, by  venturing  timidly  to  express  his 
admiration  of  the  splendid  star  worn  by  his 


lordship;  who  took  the  opportunity  of  ex-r'sistence.  She  was  sitting  on  the  8<^b«ii 


plaining  that  and  the  other  marks  of  dis- 


tinction he  wore,  and  others  which  he  wa^^the  drawing-room ;  and  Lady  CtaSttfi 


entitled  to  wear,  at  great  length,  and  with 


much  minuteness— so  as  that  he  at  length.  Zsnc^,  even  when  ne  had  advanced  to  vi^ 


caused  Titmouse  to  believe  that  he.  Lord 


Preddlington — the  august  head  of  the  &mily   spleuchan,  as  she  rose  to  take  her  seii  ti 


o-^nnst  Mive  rendered  more  signal  service, 
^^nofihow  or  other,  to  his  country,  than  most 
men  living.  His  lordship  might  not,  per- 
haps, intend  it;  but  he  went  on  till  heineas 
almost  deified  hims^f,  in  the  estimation  of 
his  little  listener  t  One  verj  natural  ques- 
tion was  perpetually  trembUng  on  the  tij;^ 
of  Titmouse^s  tongue ;  viz.  how  and  when 


he  could  get  a  star  and  garter /or  himself,    .-  -  Cecilia  had  been  preparing  her  to 


••Well,  Mr.  Titmouse,"  at  length  ob- 
served  the  earl,  after  looking  at  his  waleh — 
••shall  we  adjourn  to  the  drawing-room t 
The  fact  is,  sir,  that  Lady  Cecilia  and  I 
have  an  evening  engasement  at  ihe  Duke 
of  DunderwhisUe's.  I  much  regret  being 
unable  to  take  ^ou  with  us,  sir ;  but,  as  it 
is,  shall  we  rejom  the  Lady  Cecilia  T'  con- 
tinued his  lordship,  rising.  Up  jumped 
Titmouse ;  and  the  earl  and  he  were  soon 
in  the  drawing-room,  where,  besides  the 
Lady  Cecilia,  sat  another  lady,  to  whom  he 
was  not  introduced  in  any  way.  This  was 
Miss  Macspleui'han,  a  distant  connexion  of 
the  earl*s  late  countess— -a  very  poor  rela- 
tion, who  had  entered  the  house  of  the  Earl 
of  Dreddlington,  in  order  to  eat  the  frti/er, 
kiUer  bread  of  deptndtnu.  Poor  soul !  you 
might  tell,  by  a  glance  at  her,  that  she  did 
not  thrive  upon  it.  She  was  about  thirty, 
and  so  thin !  She  viras  dressed  in  a  plam 
white  muslin ;  and  there  were  a  manifest 
constraint  and  timidity  about  her  modons, 
vid  a  depression  in  her  countenance,  whose 
lineaments  showed  that  if  she  could  be 
happy  she  might  be  handsome.  She  had  a 
most  ladylike  air ;  and  there  was  thought 
in  her  brow  and  acuteness  in  her  eye,  which, 
however,  as  it  were,  habitually  watched  ^e 
mptions  of  the  earl  and  the  Lady  Cecilia 
with  deference  and  anxiety.  Pqor  Miss 
Macspleuchan  felt  herself  gradually  smking 
into  a  sycophant ;  the  alternative  being  that 
or  starvation.  She  was  very  accomplished, 
/ttrticolarly  in  music  and  languages,  while 
the  Ladv  Cecilia  really  knew  acaxceV;  axv^ 
C^ung— ior  which  reason  *  *  ^^ 
k»dumg  ago  conceiTed 


MisA  Msosplenchan,  and  idUeto^sikri 

number  of  petty  but  eatquisite  mortilciii 
and  indignities ;  each,  perhaps,  ai  vm\$ 
a  sensitive  soul  could  appreciate,  fir  i 
earl  and  his  daughter  were  exei&i4aij|[^ 
sons  in  the  proprieties  of  life,  aad  vm 
not  do  such  tninsa  opetUv,  She  waiiii 
of  companion  to  Laay  Uecilia,  aodoti^ 
dependent  upon  her  and  the  earl  forlierii^ 


Lady  Cecilia,  when  ritmouse  i^MJ 


him  through  her  glass  with  infinite  mim 


a  few  feet  of  her.     He  made  Blin  It 


prepaie  tea,  a  moat  obsequious  bow:  Ml 
as  was  the  style  of  its  perfonBaneevlii[ 


Macspleuchan  saw  that  the?e  was  pels 
«iA«a  m  the  intsntion :  Uwaa,  moreon^i 


courtesy  towards  herself,  that  wu  aaii| 
4rom  the  earl*s  guests ;  and  these 
tions  served  to  take  off  the  ed^  of  I 
ridicule  and  contempt  with  which  I^l 


their  newly-discovered  kmsaian.  Mfj 
standing  for  a  second  or  two  nefrthem 
Titmouse  ventured  to  sit  down  opon  Nl 
the  very  edge  only— «s  if  afraid  d^itA 
ing  Lady  Cecilia,  who  was  recIioio^sH 
wRh  an  air  of  languid  hauteur.  I 

••  So  you^re  going,  my  ladv,  to  t  te 
ight,  as  my  lord  aaysV*  qootkft 


to-ni^ 

mouse,  respectfully — ••  hope  your  h44 

will  enjoy  yourself.** 

••  We  regret  that  yon  do  not  wfl^ 
us,  Mr.  litmottse,**  said  Lady  dei 
slightly  inclining  towards  him,  and  ^a>l 
at  Miss  Macspleuchan  with  tbakm 
bitter  smile. 

••  Should  have  been  most  unooeiaMBia^ 
to  have  gone,  your  ladyship,**  rppW  v 
mouse,  as  a  servant  brongbt  him  a  of  ■ 
tea. 

••  These  cups  and  saucers,  my  Ii^i 
from  abroad,  I  suppose  ?    Now,  1  diR^ 
though  they've  rathtr  a  funny  loot  if 
cost  a  good  deal!** 

••  I  really  do  not  know,  sir ;  we  but  * 
them  a  very  long  while.** 

••  *Pon  my  1&,  my  lady,  I  lib  0 
amazing!*'  Seeing  her  ladyMup**^ 
posed  to  talk.  Titmouse  became  ^^A 

••  Are  you  fond  of  muaic,  Mr.  TN»^ 
inquired  the  earl,  presently  obnniif  *^ 
pause  in  the  conversaUon  to  become^ 
rassing  to  Titmoase.  . 

••  Very,  indeed,  my  lord :  ii  1^^ 
shipl" 

••  I  am  rather  fond  of  vocal  ooMf'^ 


jaaj  ueciiia  reaiiy  Knew  acaxcev;  axv^  \  oiv  axa  Q^«ca." 

•— ior  which  reason,  pnnc\pi\\|,  %VA    *tVcA  ^^  «k^.  vr^  VvMa«  Ifi*!? 

\ma  aiTD  conceiTed  a  muei  diavU^  v>\«k\axtf2a»s^  >^l«^^a.v»)^*^^vatt^^ 
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J,  and  did  not  mng.  Mbt  Macspleor 
understood  hiia. 

Do  you  play  upon  any  instrument,  Mr. 
ouseV*  inquired  Lady  Cecilia,  with 
lie  lurking  about  her  lips,  which  in- 
«d  a  little  when  Titmouse  replied  in  the 
tive ;  that  he  had  once  begun  to  learn 
larionet  some  years  ago,  but  could  not 
iffe  the  notes.  **  Excuse  me,  my  ladv, 
irhat  an  uncommon  fine  piano  that  is  f" 
he.  **If  I  may  make  so  bold,  will 
ladyship  give  us  a  tune  V* 
[  dare  say,  Miss  Macspleuchan  will 
for  you,  Mr.  Titmouse,  if  you  wish 
"eplied  Lady  Cecilia,  coldly, 
me  time  afterwards,  a  serrant  announc- 
>  her  ladyship  and  the  earl  that  the 
ige  was  at  ttie  door;  and  presently 
both  retired  to  their  dressing-rooms  to 
)  some  slight  alteration  in  their  dress  : 
B  earl  to  add  a  foreign  order  or  two. 
Lady  Cecilia  to  place  upon  her  haughty 
'  a  small  tiara  of  brilliants.  As  soon 
ley  had  thus  retired  —  **I  shall  feel 
pleasure,  sir,  in  playing  for  you,  if  you 

itl"  said  Miss  Macspleuchan,  in  a 
of  8\(ch  mingled  melan9holy  and  kind- 
as  must  have  gone  toTitmouse^s  heart, 
had  possess^  one.  He  jumped  up 
»owed  profoundly.  She  sat  down  to 
lano,  and  played  with  exquisite  taste, 
(Treat  execution,  such  musip  as  she 
loed  would  suit  her  auditor — namely, 
«s  and  marches,  till  the  door  opened, 
«ady  Cecilia  re-appeared,  drawmff  on 
i  oves,  with  the  glittering  addidon  which 
''6  mentioned*— follow^  presently  by 
vl,  who  had  removed  the  red  riband, 
dded  tvro  little  foreign  orders. 
Veil,  sir,^  said  he,  with  difirnifiedaffa- 
5  **  I  need  not  repeat  how  highly  gra- 
I  feel  at  our  introduction  to  each  other. 
t  you  will  henceforth  consider  yourself 
ranger  here — ** 

3b,°pon  my  life,  my  lord  !^  exclaimed 
ouse,  in  a  low  tone,  and  with  a  sudden 
profound  bow. 

ind  that  on  your  return  from  York- 
/*  continued  the  earl,  drawing  on  his 
ss,  *«  you  will  let  us  see  you :  we  both 
^eat  interest  in  your  good  fortunes.. 

have  the  honour  to  wish  you  a  very 

evening!"    He  extended  his  gloved 

to  Mr.  Titmouse,  whose  hands  he 

ed  with  little  more  than  the  ends  of 

J«ers. 

Ve  exceedingly  regret  that  we  must 
^rou,  Mr.  Titmouse;  but  as  we  wish 
Ve  the  duchess's  early,  in  order  to  go 
>ther  ball,  we  must  go  early.  Good 
^,  sir,^  and  having  dropped  him  a 
i  courtesy,  she  quitted  tne  drawings 

foUowci   by   the  eBii,   Titmouse 


making  four  or  five  tnch  bows  as  provekad 
a  smile  frpm  all  who  witnessed  them.  The 
next  moment  he  was  alone  with  Miss  Mac- 
spleuchan. Her  unaffected,  good-natured 
address  made  him  feel  more  at  home  within 
the  next  five  minutes  than  he  had  been  since 
entering  that  frigid  scene  of  foolish  state- 
since  being  in  tlie  oppressive  presence  of 
the  greatness  just  departed.  She  felt  at 
first  a  contempt  for  him,  bordering  upon  dis- 
mist,  but  which  very  soon  melted  into  pity. 
What  a  wretched  creature  was  ihia  to  be 
put  into  such  a  dazzling  position !   He  soon 


got  pretty  communicative  with  her,  and  told 
her  about  the  Taffrags,  and  Miss  Tagras;,  and 
Miss  Quirk,  both  of  who§i  were  absolutely 
dying  of  love  for  him,  and  thought  he  was  in 
love  with  them,  which  was  not  me  case— far 
from  it  Then  he  hinted  something  about 
a  most  particular  uncommon  lovely  gal  that 
had  his  heart,  and  he  hoped  to  have  hers, 
as  soon  as  he  got  all  to  rights  at  Yalton. 
Then  he  told  her  of  the  great  style  in  which 
he  was  going  down  to  take  possession  of  his 
estates.  Having  finished  this,  he  told  her 
that  he  had  been  the  morning  before  to  see 
a  man  hanged  for  murdering  his  wife;  that 
he  had  bec«i  into  the  condemned  cell,  and 
then  into  the  press-room,  and  had  seen  his 
hands  and  arms  tied,  and  shaken  hands  with 
him;  and  he  was  going  on  into  such  a  sick- 
ening minuteness  of  detail,  that  to  avoid  it 
Miss  Macspleuchan,  who  felt  both  shocked 
and  disgusted,  suddenly  asked  him  if  he  was 
fond  of  heraldry,  and,  rising  from  the  sofa, 
she  went  into  the  second  room,  where,  on 
an  elegant  and  antique  stand,  lay  a  huge 
roll  of  parchment,  on  \  gilded  stick,  splen- 
didly mounted  and  most  superbly  illumi- 
nated— it  was  about  three-quarters  of  a  yard 
in  breadth,  and  some  ten  or  twenty  yards  in 
length.  This  was  the  Pedigree  of  the  Drtdr 
dlinfrton'i.  She  was  giving  him  an  accouat 
of  Simon  de  Drelincourt,  an  early  ancestor 
of  the  earl's,  who  had  cqme  over  with  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  and  performed  stupen- 
dous feats  of  valour  at  the  battle  of  Hastings, 
Titmouse  Ustening  in  open-mouthed  won<&, 
and  almost  trembling  to  think  that  he  had 
broken  a  valuable  dish  belonging  to  a  noble- 
man who  had  such  wonderful  ancestors,  not 
at  the  moment  adverting  to  the  circumstance 
that  he  was  himself  descended  from  the 
same  ancestors,  and  had  as  rich  blood  in 
him  as  the  earl  and  Lady  Cecilia — ^wben 
a  servant  entered  and  informed  him  in  a 
whisper  that  *'his  carriage  had  arrived.** 
He  considered  that  etiquette  required  him 
to  depart  immediately. 

«« Beg  your  pardon ;   but  if  evfr   yon 
should  come  down  to  my  eata.tA  Va.  \K% 
country,  aVvaW  \>tt  mo^X  ^u'w>msnaxv\-t^s^  >» 
see  youx  \«dy<^V|^^ 
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«( I  beg  your  pardon ;  yon  are  mistaken, 
•ir,*^ interrupted  Miss  Macspleuchan  hastily, 
and  olushingr  scarlet;  the  hct  being  that 
Titmouse  had  not  caught  her  name  on  its 
having  been  once  or  twice  pronounced  by 
Lady  Cecilia^  aod  very  naturally  conclud- 
ing that  she  also  must  be  a  lady  of  rank. 
Titmouse  was,  however,  so  occupied  with 
his  efforts  to  ipake  a  graceful  exit,  that  he 
did  not  catch  the  explanation  of  his  mis- 
take; and  bowing  almost  down  to  the 
ground,  reached  the  landing,  w^here  the  tall 
servant,  with  a  yery  easy  grace,  ^ve  him 
his  hat  and  cane,  and  preceded  him  down 
stairs.  As  he  d|8cended,  he  felt  in  his 
pockets  for  some  loose  silver,  and  gave 
several  shillings  between  the  servants  who 
stood  in  the  hall  to  witness  his  departure; 
after  which  one  of  them  having  opened  the 
door  and  let  down  the  steps  of  the  glass 
coach.  Titmouse  popped  into  it. 

**Home,  sirT^  inquired  the  servant,  as 
he  closed  the  door. 

"  The  Cabbage-Stalk  Hotel,  Covent  Gar- 
den," replied  Titmouse. 

That  was  communicated  to  the  coachman, 
and  off  rumbled  the  glass  coach.  As  soon 
as  Titmouse  had  become  calm' enough  to 
reflect  on  the  events  of  the  evening,  he  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  Earl  of  Dred- 
dlington  was  a  very  great  man  indeed ;  the 
Lady  Cecilia  very  beautiful,  but   rather 

Cud ;  and  Miss  Macspleuchan  (Lady  Some- 
y,  as  he  supposed,)  one  of  the  most 
interesting  ladies  he  had  ever  met  with,  with 
something  uncommon  pleasing  about  her ;  in 
short,  he  tcl(  a  sqrt  of  grateful  attachment 
towards  her,  which,  how  long  it  would  have 
lasted  ailer  he  had  heard  t'nat  she  was  only 
a  plain  Miss,  and  a  poor  relative,  I  leave 
the  reader  to  conjecture. 

Mr.  Gammon  was  with  him  about  half-past 
nine  o'clock  the  next  mnming,  sufficiently 
anxious  to  hear  how  he  hud  got  on  overnight. 
He  was  received  by  Titmouse  in  a  manner 
totally  different  from  that  in  which  he  had 
ever  before  been  received  by  him ;  and  he 
concluded  for  a  few  minutes,  that  Lord  Dred- 
dlington  had  been  pumping  Titmouse,  had 
learned  from  him  his  position  with  respect 
to  him,  Gammon,  in  particular,  and  haa  in- 
jected distrust  and  suspicion  into  the  mind 
of  Titmouse  concerning  him.  But  Gammon, 
with  all  his  acuteness,  was  quite  mistaken. 
The  truth  was,  'twas  on 
the  part  of  poor  Titmouse  to  assume  the 
composed  demeanour,  the  languid  elegance, 
which  he  had  observed  in  the  distinguished 
personages  with  whom  he  had  spent  the 
preceding  evening,  and  which  had  made  a 


mon  f  a  *«  Sir,**  and  **Mr.  Gammon,**  }ri 
as  the  Earl  of  Dreddlington  had  cosstw^ 
addressed  him — ^Titmouse.  Our  friend  w 
sitting  at  breakfast  on  the  present  occin, 
in  a  most  gaudy  dressing-^wn,  andvi 
the  newspaper  before  him ;  in  short, hiipe> 
sonal  appearance  and  manner  were  Vmj 
different  from  what  Gammon  had  ever  tea 
before,  and  ne  looked  now  and  then  it  % 
mouse,  as  if  for  a  moment  doubting  bit  i^ 
tity.  Whether  or  not  he  was  now  oo  tkpcii 
of  throwing  overboard  those  who  had  p^ 
him  from  amidst  the  shoals  of  poveitf  i* 
the  open  sea  of  affluence,  shone  nponbj^ 
vivid  sunlight  of  rank  and  distinction,  Ga 
mon  did  not  know ;  but  he  contracted  to 
brow,  and  assumed  a  certain  steranesai 
peremptoriness  of  tone  and  i>earing,  wlii 
were  not  long  in  reducing  Titmouse  to  i 
proper  dimensions ;  and  when  at  len^lt 
Gammon  entered  upon  the  deliffatfiil  mifi 
of  the  morrow's  expedition,  teflingkisito^ 
he.  Gammon,  had  now  nearly  eoafkd 
all  the  preparations  for  going  dowa  itd 
takin?  possession  of  Yatton  in  a  ttjhi^ 
suitaMe  splendour,  according  to  the  wh/ 
Titmouse — this  quickly  melted  €wi/l 
thin  coating  of  mannerism,  and  Tftsi^ 
was  "himself  again."  He  iinm«fi4j 
gave  Mr.  Gammon  a  full  account  cf^^ 
had  happened  at  Lord  Dreddlington V,|4 
I  fear,  of  a  great  deal  more  that  t$ 
possibly  have  happened,  but  caWsif^i 
not ;  e,  g*  his  loraship's  special  lsBm\ 
of  Mr.  Gammon,  as  a  "  moDSfrwn  J 
lawyer,"  which  Titmouse  swore  w«» 
very  exact  words  of  his  lordship,  and  i^ 
**  should  have  been  most  happv  to  «  » 
Gammon,''  and  a  good  deaf  to  tto* 
effect.  Also  that  he  had  been  "d«^J 
common  thick"  with  "LadyCice^f 
he  pronounced  her  name ;)  andthaiWWj 
and  Lord  Dreddlin^on  had  "pressed* 
very  hard"  to  go  with  them  to  a Ufl»| 
dukf^i !  He  janade  no  mention  of  thelw" 
trifle-dish ;  'Said  they  had  nearly  i^ 
servants  to  wait  on  them,  (only  thwfljj 
down  to  dinner,)  and  twenty  diffo«"j^ 
of  wine,  and  no  end  of  courses  it  ^ 
That  the  earl  wore  a  star  and  Pjj^ 
blue  riband — ^which  Gammon  ^^^^'^ 
thought  as  apocryphal  as  the  f^' VrJ 
told  him  that  he--Titmou»e-y  ^j 
day  wear  them,  and  sit  in  the  n«* 
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ly  an  attempt  on'  Lords;  and  had, moreover, adriswWiJJi 
.^  4«  »»».,».«  41. «   strenuously  to  get  into  Parliament  ^^l 

as  possible,  as  the  "cause  o^^'S 
wanted  strengthening."  As  I^^^ 
somewhere  says,  in  speaking  of  ■JJ2' 
portion  of  the  text  of  Lyttleton,  "'f  Jj 


very  deep  impression  on  h\s  m\i\^.    W^Xcamt  i\«»tT  wil  «€  «^ jU^Ipb 

drawJtd  out  his  words,  looked  aa  \t\\fiVieT^\07ivwcwstk  \T^%.\acccJo5  ^'^^'^^^^^^^^S 
i»«l/  asieep,  and  continually  addieawA  Oaift-\  «ea\«w»  waRt«H«t  ks^xt^'^SM*^ 
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ut  was  that  of  a  wise  and  able  roan 
tesman. 

loon  as  Titmouse  had  finished  his 
imance,  Gammon  proceeded  to  the 
bject  of  his  visitr— their  next  day's 
He  said  that  he  very  much  re- 
to  say  that  Mr.  Snap  had  expressed 
mxious  wish  to  witness  the  triumph 
Titmouse ;  and  that  Mr.  Titmouse, 
he  had  some  peculiar  objection — 
one,  'pon  honour ! — poor  •  Snap — 
t  good  chap  in  a  small  way  !*'  said 
se ;  and  at  once  ^ave  his  consent — 
m  informing  him  tliat  Mr.  Snap 
)e  obliged  to  return  to  town  by  the 
y's  coach.  The  reader  will  smile 
tell  him,  and,  if  a  lady,  will  frown, 
ie  hears,  that  Miss  Quirk  was  to  be 
party — a  point  which  her  anxious 
lad  secured  some  time  ago.  Mrs. 
id  declared  that  she  saw  no  objec- 
Mr.  Quirk  would  be  constantly  with 
ghter,  and  Gammon  had  appeared 
ady  to  bring  about  so  desirable  a 

He  had  also  striven  hard,  unknown 
irtners,  to  increase  their  numbers  by 
rags,  who  might  have  gone  down, 
e  of  them,  if  they  had  chosen,  by 
and  so  have  returned.  Gammon 
.'d  that  this  step  might  not  have 
attended  with  advantage  in  several 
ind  would,  moreover,  have  secured 
considerable  source  of  amusement, 
le,  however,  would  not  listen  to  the 
•r  one  moment,  and  Gammon  was 
)  give  up  his  little  scheme.  Two 
young  fellows,  fashionable  friends 
lOuse,  (who  had  picked  them  up 
only  knows  where,  but  they  never 

him,)  infinitely  to  Gammon's  an- 
>,  were  to  be  of  the  pany.  He  had 
Bra  but  once,  when  he  had  accom- 
ritmouse  to  the  plgty,  where  they 
aed  him.  One  was  a Ntoily  disgust- 
ing fellow — a  Mr.  "iMk^a  man 
re-and-thirty  years  oldnall,  with  a 
n  of  black  hair  parted  down  the 
of  his  head,  and  falling  down  in 
stering  curls  from  each  temple  upon 

collar.  His  whiskers,  also,  were 
md  covered  two-thirds  of  bis  face ; 
tad  a  jet  black  tufl — an  imperial — 
^g  from  under  his  lip.  He  had  an 
e  eye — full  of  insolence  and  sensu- 
I  short,  his  whole  countenance  be- 
le  thorough,  debauchee.     He  had 

said,  in  the  army;  and  was  nearly 
<i  with  some  of  the  first  families  in 
ti.  He  was  now  a  man  of  pleasure 
v?n — which  contained  not  a  better 
flayer,  as  the  admirin?  Titmouse 
^ral  opportunitiea  of  judging.  He 
teat  patron  of  the  ring— knew  all 


I  r 

their  secrets — all  their  haunte.  He  alwayii 
had  plenty  of  money,  and  drove  about  in  a 
most  elegant  cab,  in  which  Titmouse  had 
oflen  had  a  seat ;  and  as  soon  as  Mr.  Yahoo 
had  extracted,  from  his  communicative  little 
companion,  all  about  himself,  he  made  it 
his  business  to  conciliate  his  good  graced  , 
by  all  the  arts  of  which  he  was  master — 
and  he  succeeded.  The  other  chosen  com- 
panion of  Titmouse  was  Mr.  Algernon  Fitx- 
Snooks,  a  complete  fool.^He  was  the  sole 
child  of  a  rich  tradesman — who  christened 
him  by  the  sounding  name  given  above; 
and  afterwards  added  the  patrician  prefix  to 
the  Surname,  which  alsd  you  see  above,  in 
order  to  gratify  his  wife  and  son.  The 
youth  never  **  took  to  business,*'  but  was 
allowed  to  saunter  about  doing  and  knowing 
nothing,  till  about  his  twenty-second  year, 
when  his  mother  died,  foRowed  a  yeM*  aftct- 
wards  by  his  father,  who  bequeathed  to  his 
hopeful  son  some  fifty  thousand  pounds — 
absdutely  and  upcontroUedly.  He  very 
judiciously  thought  that  youth  was  the  tim^ 
to  enjoy  life ;  and  before  he  had  reached  his 
thirtieth  year,  he  had  got  through  all  his 
fortune  except  about  five  or  six  thousand 
pounds — in  return  for  which  he  had  ce^ 
tainly  got  tomething ;  viz.  an  impaired  con- 
stitution and  a  little  experience,  which  mighty 
possibly,  be  useful.  He  had  a  very  pretty 
face — regular  features,  and  interesting  eyes^ 
his  light  hair  curled  beautifuUr;  and  he 
spoke  in  a  sort  of  lisp  and  in  a  low  tone-^ 
and,  in  point  of  dress,  always  turned  out 
beautifully.     He  also  had  a  cab,  and  was  a 

treat  friend  of  Mr.  Yahoo,  who  had  intro-  * 
uced  him  into  a  great  deal  of  high  society, 
principally  in  St.  James  street,  where  boUi 
he  and  Mr.  Yahoo  had  passed  a  great  deal 
of  their  time,  especially  during  the  nights. 
There  was  no  intentional  mischief  in  noqr 
Fitz-Snooks;  nature  had  mnde  him  only  a 
fool — his  prudent  parents  had  done  the  rest: 
and,  if  he  fell  into  vice,  it  was  because  he 
couldn't  help  it.  Such  wore  the  chosen 
companions  of  Titmouse ;  the  one  a  fool,  the 
other  a  rogue — and  "he  must,"  he  said, 
"  have  tlicm  down  to  the  joUifyins  at  Yat- 
ton."  A  groom  and  a  valet,  both  newly 
hired  the  day  before,  w^ould  complete  the 
party  of  the  morrow.  Gammon  assured 
Titmouse  that  he  had  taken  all  the  pains  in 
the  world  to  get  up  a  triumphant  entry  into 
Yatton;  his  a^nts  at  Grilston,  Messrs. 
Bloodsuck  andlSon,  attorneys — the  radical 
electioneering  attorneys  of  the  county — ^who 
were  well  versed  in  the  matter  of  proces- 
sions, bands,  ^.  &c.  &c.,  had  by  that  dme 
arranged  every  thing,  and  they  were  to  be 
met,  when.Nvx^Yti  ^  tk^X^*  t3!l^^^to^^\s^'%. 
pTocessiotx.  TVve  ^^o^\^  "aX  ^^^'^>'^^^ 
^cre   utM&et    crtiCts  fe««^  l^t;  ^^stssKs^m* 
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duoogh  liessn.  Bloodsuck  and  Son,  to  bare 
all  in  read  .aesa— and  abani^net  prepared  for 
nearly  a  hundred  persons — in  fact,  all  comers 
were  to  be  welcome.  To  all  this.  Titmouse 
listened  wi(h  eyes  glistening,  and  ears 
tingling  with  rapture;  but  con  any  tonfue 
describe  his  emotion,  on  being  apprized  uiat 
the  Bom  of  i^500,  in  the  b^er^s  hands, 
was  now  at  bis  disposal— that  it  would  be 
doubled  in  a  few  weeks — ^and  that  a  check 
lor  i^500»  drawn  by  Mr.  Titmouse  on  the 
London  agents  of  the  Grilston  bankers,  had 
been  honoured  on  the  preceding  afternoon  ? 
Titmouse^t  heart  beat  fast,  and  he  felt  as  if 
he  could  have  worshipped  Gammon.  As 
for  the  matter  of  carnages,  Mr.  Gammon 
said,  that  probably  Mr.  Titmouse  would 
call  that  morning  on  Mr.  Axle,  in  Long 
Acre,  and  select  one  to  his  mind— it  must 
be  one  with  two  aeata^-and  Mr.  Gammon 
had  pointed  out  several  which  were,  he 
thoujEmt,  digible,  and  would  be  shown  to 
Mi.  Titmouse.  That  would  be  tlie  caijiace 
in  which  Mr.  Titmouse  himself  would 
travel ;  the  second,  Mr.  Gammon  had  taken 
the  liberty  of  already  selecting.  With  this 
Mr.  Gammon  (just  as  the  new  valet  brought 
in  no  less  than  seven  boxes  of  ci^rs  ordered 
overnight  by  Titmouse^  ^ook  his  hand  and 
departed,  saying  that  he  should  make  his 
appearance  at  Sie  Cabbage-Stalk  the  next 
morning,  precisely  at  eleven  o^clock — about 
which  tmie  it  was  arranged  they  were  all  to 
Start, 

Titmouse  hardly  knew  how  to  contain 
himself  on  being  left  alone.  About  en  hour 
or  two  aflerwanis.  Titmouse  made  his  ap- 
pearance at  Mr.  Axle's.  He  carried  on  two 
businesses,  one  public,  t.  «.  a  coach-builder 
—one  private,  s.  e.  a  money-lender.  He  was 
a  rich  man — a  very  obliging  and  **  accom- 
modating^' person,  by  means  of  which  he 
had  amasseo  a  fortune  of,  it  was  believed,  a^ 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  He  never  made 
a  fuss  about  selling  on  credit,  lendinsi 
taking  back«  excban^ng  carriages  of  all 
descnptions ;  nor  in  discounting  the  bills  of 
his  customers  to  any  amount.  He  was  ge- 
nerally right  in  each  case  in  the  long  run. 
He  would  supplv  his  fashionable  victim 
with  as  splenaid  a  chariot,  and  funds  to 
keep  it  some  time  Booing,  as  he  or  she  could 
desire ;  well  knowing  that  in  due  time,  after 
they  had  taken  a  few  turns  in  it  about  the 
parks,  and  a  few  streets  and  squares  in  the 
neighbourhood,  it  would  quietly  drive  up  to 
one  or  two  huge  dingy  fabrics,  m  a  difierent 
part  of  the  town,  where  it  would  deposit  its 
ourden,  and  then  return  to  its  maker  little 
the  worse  for  wear,  who  took  it  back  at 
Bbaat  a  tweuaeth  part  of  its  cooli  axvdi  axMia 
again  dii^osed  of  it  in  a  sinuiax  wa:).  ^t. 
J^dm  abowod  Mir.  Titmouaa  ^vrj  oX^a^m- 


ously  over  his  preroiaea,  pointiaf  oA  (a 
soon  as  he  knew  who  he  was)  tbecann 
which  Mr.  Gammon  had  the  day  befbR» 
sired  should  be  shown  to  him,  and  ifak 
Mr.  Titmouse,  with  his  glass  stuck  ia  i 
eye— where  it  was  kept  by  the  pore  fcn 
01  muscular  contraction — examined  ta 
something  like  the  air  of  a  coDnobsre- 
rappingwith  his  agate-headed  caoe^fip 
now  and  then— now  against  his  teeth,  &b 
against  his  lees.  He  did  not  Btm  fB- 
fectly  satisfiea  wi^  any  of  them;  tks 
looked  «*  devilish  plain  and  dull.^ 

"  Hollo— Mr.  Axletree,  or  whatemiw 
name  is — ^what  have  we  heiel  Tcfca 
soul,  the  very  t&ingP*  he  exclaim»i,tfli 
eye  caught  a  splendid  object— the  sai 
carriage  of  the  ex-sheriff,  with  hU  f^ 
ously  decorated  panels ;  which,  bn( 
been  vamped  up  for  some  six  or  sef«i  m 
cessiv^  shrievalties— (on  each  cccm 
heralded  to  the  public  by  laudatorj^ 
graphs  in  the  newspapers  as  entiivh^Bt 
and  signal  instances  of  the  taste  and  ib|» 
ficence  of  the  sheriff-elect,) — seesMd  0 
perfundtu  officio.  Mr.  Axle  was  stag^ 
lor  a  moment,  and  scarce  supposed  £l^ 
mouse  to  be  in  earnest — GamnioBl 
given  him  no  ipkling  of  the  real  dno* 
of  Titmouse;  but  observing  the  eetf 
steadfast  gaze  with  which  he  reg?i^^ 
flittering  object,  haying  succeeded  iod^ 
mg  down  a  sodden  fit  of  laughter,  he  • 
menced  a  most  tempting  eulogiura  op^i 
splendid  structure — remarking  on  tie » 
gularity  of  the  circumstance  orits  hapfi^ 
just  at  that  exact  moment  to  be  pHw* 
his  disposal  hy  its  former  ovmer— ifl^ 
man  ofgreat  distinction,  who  had  wW 
any  occasion  for  it.  Mr.  Axle  badi 
rous  applications  for  it  already;  cfaheff^ 
which.  Titmouse  got  excited.  Tbe^ 
was  opened — he  got  in ;  sat  on  each  «^ 
"  DonH  it  hang  beautifully  V  inqnire** 
confident  proprietor,  swaying  aW  * 
head  of  thebarriage  as  he  spoke. 

"  Let  us  see,  who  was  after  it  vesiaif 
Oh— I  think  it  was  Sir  Goosey  G^utdff;!^ 
Fve  not  closed  with  him.*' 

•«  What's  your  price,  Mr.  Axleti«e?*» 
quired  Titmouse,  rather  heatedlj,  askp 
out  of  the  carriaffe. 

After  some  litUc  higgle-haggliDg.  }b.^ 
mouse  bought  it! ! !— for  there  was m^ 
like  closing  at  once  where  there  wis  ^ 
competition.  Mr.  Gammon  couldn't^ 
seen  it,  when  he  was  making  his  cb(iK«^ 
day  before.  For  the  rest  of  the  dsy  k«^ 
infinitely  elated  at  his  fortunate  jhk^ 
and  excited  his  imagination  by  pM^/ 
^^^  ^&\fiiC!i%WfiTit  and  admiration  yM^ 
w^V^^v!^  \3KasX  55s^  Vst^  tsQ.  the  « 
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m  fttir  wmn^  befrae  Ae  ^ImIl  0«nu»k| 
eleren  on  the  eoBoing  monung,  drew  iqi  to 
the  Cabbage-stelkf  88  near  at  least  as  he 
coald  get  to  it,  in  a  hackney  coach,  with  his 
portmantMui  and  eaipefe-bag.  I  m*  as  near 
^s  he  cooJd ;  for  round  aboat  the  door  stood 
at  litUe  crowd,  gazing  with  a  sort  of  awe  oo 
-9.  magnificent  Tehicle  standing  there,  with 
four  horses  harnessed  to  it.  Gammon  looked 
at  his  watch  as  he  entered  the  hotel,  and 
asked  which  of  the  sheriff^s  earringes  was 
standing  al  the  door.    The  waiter  to  whom 
he   spoke  seemed   nearly   splitting   with 
laughter,  which  slmcf^t  disabled  him  from 
answering  that  it  was  Mr.  Titmonse's  car- 
riage, ready  for  letting  off  for  Yorkshire. 
Mr*  Glammoo  opeasd  his  eyas  iaYoluntaiily, 
tuned  palOf  and  seemed  nearly  diopping 
down. 

*'Mr.  Titmouse's  r*  he  echoed,  inoredio- 

lonsly. 

**  Yes,  SUP— 4>Ben  heia,  this  hoai  at  least, 

-  packing;  sach  a  crowd  all  the  while ;  every* 

oody  thinks  it*s  the  sheriff,  sir,*'  replied  the 

Waiter*  sqaroely  able  to  keep  hie  oonnte- 

nance.    Mr.  Gammon  rushed  up  staim  with 

gieater  impetuosity  than  he  had  perhaps 

erer  been  known  to  exhibit  before,  aad  burst 

jbdto  Mr.  Titmouse's  roomu   Then  was  that 

^ntlemsa,  with  his  hat  on,  his  hands  stuok 

xmto  his  coa^pockets,  a  oigsr  in  his  mouth, 

&iid  a  tumbler  of  bruidv  and  water  before 

h^aa*    Mr.  Yahoo,  and  Mr*  Fitasnooks,  aad 

1^.  Snap  Were  similarly  occupied ;  and  Mr. 

Qnifk  was  nttiBg  down  with  hie  hands  in 

Hia  pockets,  and  a  glass  of  negus  before 

liiio,  with  any  thing  but  a  joyful  expupasioa 

«£  countenance. 

**1m  it  possible,  Mr.  Titmouse V  aom- 
^oenced  Gaipmon. 

**Ah,  how  d*ye  do,  Gamfnont^ono- 
^saall"  iatemipted  Titmouse,  expending  his 
liaad. 

**  Forgive  me^ut  can  it  be  that  the 
-monstrous  thin^  now  befoie  the  door,  with 
«  crowd  griniuag  around  it»  is  your  car- 
riage P*  inquirea  Gaounon,  with  aismsy  in 
liis&oe. 

«« I-.-iatfaer-4hink.-4t  u,"  replied  TiU 
mnose,  slightly  discooceited,  bfrt  tiying  to 
look  eelf-pessessed. 

M  My  dear  sir,*'  replied  Gammon,  m  9l 
kind  of  agony,  **  it  is  impeerible!  It  never 
can  be!  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  you 
boo^t  it  at  Mr.  Axle's  V 

«a  should  rather  think  so,"  repli^  Til- 
monse,  with  a  piqued  air. 

**  He's  been  giassly  imposing  en  you,  fir ! 
permit  me  to  go  at  once  aad  ^  you  a  pro* 
per  vehiole.** 

*•  Ton  my  life,  Mr.  Gammon,  /  think 
that  it's  a  nrastroiss  nice  thing— a  great  bar> 


«tis-a9d  I've  t<mght  it  nA  pud  *r  k, 
mat's  mors/' 

^  Gentlemen,  I  appeal  to  ^oti,  eenfideat* 
W,"  said  Gammon,  turning  m  an  agony  to 
Mr.  Yahoo  and  Mr.  Fita^neoks. 

««As  for  fiK,  sir,"  replied  the  foimer, 
coolly,  at  the  same  time  knocking  off  the 
ad|iee  iinmi  las  cigar;— ^^ since  you  ask  my 
opinioB,  I  confess  I  rather  like  the  idei^— 
ha!  ha!  Twill  produce  ^«efi«B/tcifi/  that's 
something  in  this  dull  lifei^Eh,  SnooksV 

**  Ay  a  I  eonfess  I  wasa  little  shocked 
a  first,  but  I  think  I'm  getting  ove«  it  now," 
lisped  Mr.  Fita-8nooks,  adjusting  his  shirt* 
collar,  and  then  sipping  a  little  of  his  brandy 
and  water.  **I  look  upon  it  now  as  an  ex- 
cellent Joke;r-«gad,  it  heals  Ohitterfield 
hollow,  though  &,  teo,  ha»  dene  a  trick  er 
two  lately." 

"  Did  yea  parehtse  it  as  a  joke,  Mr.  Tit- 
moose  1'*^  iac^ahped  Gasunea,  with  (breed 
calmness,  leady  toeapira  wilh  vaxatien  and 
ang^r. 

«*  Why-.eH«-'foii  my  Ule-^  you  ask  me ' 
•^•w^nder  don't  tee  it!    Of  ctfume  I  did! 
Those  that dsn't  like  it,  niayrtde,  yon  know,, 
ia  the  Qthsr." 

«>We  shaU  be  hooAed  al»  lai^^  at, 
wherever  we  go,"  said  klit  vriiemantiv. 

«« £xakly-^4hat'a  the  fiewlte  I  like,^'  said  ' 
Mr.  Yaheo,  looking  at  Miu  GaitmMm,  with 
a  amile  of  iaefiable  ittieleaee. 

Mr.  Qam«son  made  hua  na  replv,  but 
fiaed  aa  fye  upea  himy  andstf  which  M  he- 
came  plainly  mhernnsaiy.  Hefiiltoaldeae. 
T^  of  aoew  !«<«lhe  eye  of  Gammon,  m^ 
tied  at  that  instant  upon  Mr*  Yaheo,  waa  its 
complete  and  perieot  raprsietative;  aaid 
froaa  that  momeiit  he,  Mr.  Yahoo,  feh  seils^ 
tUmg  like  fear  of  the  sye  of  diati^  or  of  m^ 
mmian  to  it.  When,  momover,  he  beheld 
the  manner  in  whieh  Titmoose  obeyed  Gao^ 
mim'a  somewhat  hausfaCy  snmsMns  out  of 
the  room,  he  reao&ved  to  amke  H  friend  of 
Gammon.  Titaeouse  proved,  however,  in* 
etorsUe  far  enae;  he  had  booj^  and  paid 
(at  the  carriage;  H  suited  his  tails  nad 
where  was  the^nm  of  mtiiyina  ix%  Be- 
sides,  it  waa  already  packed  ■SlI  wia  pier 
paied  for  st«rtii^.  GaauBon  gave  it  up; 
and,  swallowing  down  his  lage  as  well  and 
as  qoiokljr  ts  he  oonld,  endeavouied  to  le* 
eonsile  hvnself  to  this  iaftnml  and  moat  an* 
expeoled  piedioainsnt^ 

It  seems  that  Miss  Qniik,  howererieally 
anxious  to  go  down  to  Yatton  to  do  any 
thing,  in  short,  calculated  to  commit  Mr. 
TItmonae  to  her— >wias  qaile  etaggeied  on 
diaeovaring,and  ahooked  at  aeeing,  the  kind 
of  persons  who  were  to  be  their  tiavellintf 
eempanions.  AsfiirMr.  Yahoo^shemooiM 
6emlam^nsk  Xmurqi  ^a  io«^  ^  ^w^\a^ 
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M^  litkn.  ^^iMt  ddeei&t  fefliale/  indeed, 
wodd  not  haye  done  bo  !  She  \iiA  i^tired 
ta  a  bddchambfer  soon  lifter  entering  the 
Oabbag»^tiQk,  and  seeingf  her  two  qnex- 
pected  fellow-travellers^  presently  fient  a 
chambermaid  to  request  Mr.  Quirk  to  codle 
to  her. 

He  found  her  considefably  agitated.  She 
wished  earnestly  to  return  to  Alibi  House ; 
and  consented  to  proceed  on  her  journey  on 
the  expre^  promise  of  Mr.  lltmouse,  that 
no  one  should  be  in  the  carriage  in  whitfh 
she  went  except  Mr.  Quirk  and  Mr.  Gairf- 
mon — unlessfindeed,  Mr.  Titmoube  thought 
proper  to  make  the  fourth. 

Mr.  Quirk,  on  this,  sent  for  Mr.  Gammon, 
who,  with  a  somewhat  bad  gratee,  ("Con- 
found it!"  thought  he,  ♦•eTery  thing  seeing 
going  wrong,")  undertook  to  secure  Mr.  Tit- 
nrtiMe>V  ecmdent  td  that  arranMnent. 

While  he  waff  thtfs  cl68eted  for  about  fire 
or  ten  minutes  with  Mr.  Quirk,  otie  of  the 
waiters  informed  Mr.  Titmouse  that  a  lad 
had  brought  a  parcel  for  him,  which  he,  the 
albresaid  lad,  was  Inniself  to  deliver  into 
the  hahds  of  Mr.Titmouee.  Accordingly 
there  was  presently  shown  into  the  room,  a 
little  lad,  in  tailnished  liTem  in  whom  Tit- 
mouse TeooUeoted  the  boy  belonging  to  Mr. 
Ttgrag's  one-horse  chaise,  and  who  gave  a 
small  parcel  into  Mr.  Titmouse's  hands, 
**  with  Mrs.  and  Miss  Tagrag's  respects." 

As  soon  asr  fae  had  quitted  the  room,  '^  By 
Jove!  What  have  we  here t"  exdaimed 
Titmoiise,  Just  a  HtHe  finsteied  as  he  cut 
Often  the  ttring.  Inside  Wae  another  parcel, 
wrapped  up  m  white  paper,  and  ti^  in  a 
pvsny  bow,  with  thin  satin  ribands.  Hiis 
again^  and  another  within  it  having  been 
optned,— behold  there  were  thiee  nice  cam- 
brie  pocket-handkerchiefs,  whieh,  oti  beinff 
examined,  proved  to  be  each  of  them  marked 
with  the  initial  "T.  T."  in  kairf  and  Mr. 
Yahoo  happening  to  unfold  one  of  them,  lo! 
in  the  centre,  was— idso  done  in  hair— the 
figure  df  a  heart  transfixed  with  an  arrow ! ! ! 
Bfr.  YahoO  roared,  and  Mr.  Fits-Snooks 
Ksped,  «« Is  she  pretty,  Titi  Where's  her 
neat    any  old  birds— «h  1" 

TitmoQse  coloured  a  little,  then  grinned, 
and  put  bis  finger  to  the  side  of  his  nose, 
and  winked  his  eye,  as  if  favouring  the 
hnght  idea  of  Mi.  ritsb-Snooks.  On  a  sheet 
of  gilt-edged  paper,  and  sealed  with  a  seal 
bearing  the  tender  words,  ^^Farget  me  twi," 
was  written  the  following  >— 


»» 


N. 


I   <*lSii^— Tnisting  you  will  excuse  the  li- 

Wty,  I  send  you  three  best  cambric  pocket- 
Auidk&gthiefBf  whidh  mj  dau^ter  have 
mjtked  irfffa  her  own  hair,  and  L  beg  yovt 
^^oepttuwe  thenofp  hoping  you  msy  Vm  t«^\^\t^  ^Vfti^e^  ^o^oi  \a^tA^si\«    Va'Mm^  eaai 


signed  to  il\  fhat  may  befall  you,  which  k 
the  prayer  of,  dear  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

**  Martha  Tagrao. 

**P.S.— My  daughter  eends  what  yoa" 
may  please  to  wish  and  accept     Shall  we 
have  the  great  happiness  to  see  you  here 
again  1 

**  Satin  Lodfe,  ISth  May,  18—.*' 

"Oh!  the  naughty  old  woman!  Fie! 
Fie!"  exclaimed  Mr.  Yahoo,  with  his  in- 
tolerable smile. 

**  'Pon  my  soul,  there's  nothing  in  it—" 

"Where's  Satin  Lodge?"  inquired  Mr. 
Fitz-Snooks. 

"  It's  a  coun^-house  on  the—the  Rich- 
mond road,"  said  Titmouse,  with  a  little 
hesitation ;  and  just  then  the  return  of  Gaqt- 
mon,  who  had  resumed  his  usual  calmness 
of  manner,  relieved  him  from  his  embarrass- 
ment. Mr.  Gammon  succeeded  in  effecting 
the  arrangement  suggested  by  Mr.  Qairt 
and  his  daughter;  and  within  about  a  qua^ 
ter  of  an  hour  afterwards,  behold  the  ex-< 
sheriff's  resplendent  but  cast-off  carriaes 
filled  by  Miss  Quirk  and  Titmouse,  and  Blr. 
Quirk  and  Gammon— the  grroom  and  valet 
sitting  on  the  coach-box ;  while  in  the  other, 
a  plain  yellow  carriage,  covered  with  lii|^ 
gage,  sat  Mr.  Yahoo,  Mr.  Fitz-Snooks,  and 
Mr.  Snap,  all  of  them  with  lighted  cigars- 
Snap  never  having  been  so  happy  as  at  that 
mcmient. 

Mr.  Titmouse  had  laid  aside  his  cigar,  to 
compliment  to  Miss  Quirk,  who  had  a  kfnt 
black  veil  on,  and  an  ele^nt  light  shawl, 
and  loo]ced  uncommonly  like  a  young  bride 
setting  off— oh.  Heavens !  that  it  had  been 
so ! — on  her  wedding  excursion.  Mr.  CrSfft* 
mon  slouched  his  nat  over  his  eyes,  and 
inclined  his  head  downwards,  fit  to  eiqme 
with  vexation  and  disgust,  as  he  observed 
the  ffrin  and  tittering  of  the  crowd  around; 
but  Titmouse,  who  was  most  splendidly 
dressed,  took  off  his  hat  on  sitting  down, 
and  bowed  several  times  to,  as  he  supposed, 
the  adpurins  crowd. 

-  "  Get  on,  boys !"  growled  Mr.  Gammon, 
and  away  they  went,  exciting  equal  surprise 
and  applaus^wherever  they  went.  No  one 
that  met  them  but  must  have  taken  Tit- 
mouse and  Miss  Quirk  for  a  newly-mairied 
couple— prebably  the  son  or  daughter  of  om 
of  the  sheriffs,  who  had  lent  the  state  car* 
riage  to  add  eeldi  to  the  interesting  occa> 
sion. 

With  die  exception  of  the  sensation  pn>> 
duoed  at  every  ^kice  where  tifej  chan^ 
horses,  the  only  incident  worth  noting  thil 

Q(»^\iTi«^  d^axlti^  their  journ^,  was  at  tlis 
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^fashhig  up  to  the  door  of  the  inn,  their  ad- 
rent  setting  all  the  bells  of  theestablisKment 
rin^Qg,  and  waiters  and  ostlers  scampering 
up  to  them  like  *m^dv  they  beheld  a  plain 
and  laden  dusty  travelling-carriage,  waitine 
for  horses — and  Gammon  quickly  perceived 
it  to  be  the  carriagre  of  the  unfortutiate  Au- 
breys !  The  travellers  had  alighted.  The 
graceful  figure  of  Miss  Aubrey,  her  face 
pale,  and  wearing  an  expression  of  manifest 
anxiety  and  fatigue,  was  standing  near  the 
.door,  talking  kmdly  to  a  be^ffur-woman, 
with  a  cluster  of  half-naked  children  around 
her ;  while  little  Aubrey  was  romping  about 
with  Miss  Aubrey's  beautiful  little  spaniel, 
Cato;  Agnes,  looking  on  and  laughing 
merrily,  and  trying  to  escape  from  the  hand 
of  her  attendant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aubrey 
were  talking  together,  close  beside  the  car- 
nage-door. Gammon  observed  all  this,  and 
particularly  that  Mr.  Aubrey  was  scrutiniz- 
ing their  appearance,  with  a  sort  of  half- 
■Smile  on  his  countenance,  melancholy  as  it 
was. 

** Horses  on!*'  said  Gammon,  leaning 
back  in  the  carriage. 

•*  That's  a  monstrous  fine  woman  stand- 
ing at  the  inn  door,  Titmouse— «h  V  ex- 
claimed Mr.  Yahoo,  who  had  alighted  for  a 
moment,  and  stood  beside  the  door  of  Tit-; 
mouse's  carriage,  looking  with  brutal  eye 
towards  Miss  Aubrey.  ^^1  wonder  who  and 
what  she  is  ?  By  Jove,  'tis  the  face— the 
figure  of  an  anf^el !  egad,  they're  mtmebody ; 
ni  look  at  their  panels.'^ 

**  I  know  who  it  is,"  said  Titmouse,  rather 
fiuntlv,  "  I'll  tell  you  by-and-by." 

^  Now,  now !  mv  dear  fellow.  Our  divi- 
aity  is  vanishing,  whispered  Mr.  Yahoo 
eagerly,  as  Miss  Aubrey,  having  slipped 
something  into  the  beggar's  hand,  stepped 
into  the  carriage.  She  was  the  last  to  get 
in;  and  as  soon  as  the  door  was  closed, 
they  drove  oiT. 

'« Who's  that,  Mr.  TitmoQSel"  inquired 
Miss  Quirk,  with  a  little  eagerness,  observ- 
ing-^woroen  are  very  quick  in  detecting 
such  matters — that  both  Gammon  and  Tit-, 
mouse  looked  rather  embarrassed. 

'•It*8  the— the  Aubreys,"  .replied  Tit- 
IBonse. 

**Eh!  By  Jove— is  it!"  quickly  in- 
quired  old  Quirk,  putting  his  head  out  of  the 
windoiY ;  **  how  very  odd,  to  meet  the  old 
birds  %  Egad !  their  neet  must  be  yet  warm 
— ba,  ha  r 

^  What !  dear  papa,  are  those  the  people 
Tpn've  turned  outt  Gracious!  I  thooght  I 
beard  some  one  say  that  Miss  Aubrey  was 
pretty!  La!  I'm  sure  /  thought— now 
what  do  yMft  tbiiUr^  Mr.  TitmoaBeV*  she 
added,  taming  abrapdj  and  looking  keenly 
Btkims 
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*^  Oh !  *pon  my  life^  I — I— see  nothing  at 
all  in  her— devilish  plain,  I  should  say-*^ 
infernally  pale,  and  all  that !" 

They  were  soon  on  their  way  again.  Tit- 
mouse quickly  recovered  his  euuammity, 
but  Grammon  continued  silent  and  thought- 
ful fur  many— «nany  miles ;  and  the  reader 
would  not  be  surprised  at  it,  if  h^  knew  as 
well  as  I  do  the  thoughts  which  the  unex- 
pected sight  of  that  traTelling-carriage  of 
Mr«Aubrey  had  suggested  to  Mr.  Gammon. 
''\^  they  approached  the  scene  of  triutnph 
and  rejoicing,  and  ascertained  that  they  weie 
within  little  more  than  a  mile  of  the  peaoa- 
ful  little  village  of  Yatton,  the  travellers 
began  to  look  out  for  indications  of  the  kind 
which  Mr.  Gammon  had  mentioned  to  Tt^ 
mouse,  viz.  a  band  and  procession,  and  an 
attendant  crowd.  Qut  however  careful  and 
extensive  might  have  been  the  arrangeoRBlS 
of  those  to  whom  that  matter  had  been  in- 
trusted, they  were  likely  to  be  sadly  intet- 
fered  with  by  a  circumstance  which,  he^ 
pening  just  then,  miji^ht,  to  a  weaker  and 
more  superstitious  mind  than  that  of  Mf. 
Titmouse,  have  looked  a  little  ominous,*^ 
namely,  a  tremendous  thunder-storm.  It 
•was  then  about  five  o'clock  in  theaftemooB. 
The  whole  day  had  been  overcast,  and  tbfe 
sky  threatening;  and  just  as  the  two  e«]^ 
ria^s  came  to  that  turning  in  the  road 
which  gave  them  the  first  glimpse  of  the 
Hall— only,  however,  the  tops  of  the  grant 
chimneys,  which  were  visible  above  th^ 
surrounding  trees— a  feacful,  long-contiiuied 
flash  of  lightning  burst  from^the  angfy  iie&- 
vens,  followed,  after  an  interval  of  but  a 
second  or  two,  by  a  peal  of  thunder  which 
sounded  as  if  a  park  of  attUlsfy  was  being 
repeatedly  discharged  iullftediately  over- 
head. 

*'  Mind  your  horses'  heads,  boys,"  called 
out  Mr.  Gammon ;  **  keep  a  tight  rein." 

Miss  Quirk  was  dreadfully  alarmed,  and 
clung  to  her  father;  Titmoose  also  seemed 
disconcerted,  and  looked  to  Gammon,  wke 
was  nerfectl^r  calm,  though  his  face  was  net 
free  from  anxiety.  The  ghastly  gl&ra  of  the 
lightnin|r  was  again  around  mem-^-all  in^ 
voluntanly  hid  their  Uhma  in  theiv  handsi-^ 
and  again  rattled  the  thunder  in  a  peal  that 
lasted  more  than  half  a  minute,  ana  seemed 
in  frightful  contiguity,  as  it  were  only  a  feiT 
yards  above  tlieir  heads.  Down,  then,  came 
the  long-suspended  rain,  poarim  like  a  de» 
luge,  and  so  it  continued,  vriSi  frequent 
returns  of  the  thunder  and  Ughtning,  for 
nearly  a  aoarter  of  an  hour.  'Hie  last  tor» 
ing  brongnt  them  withinsight  of  the  viUa^s^ 
aiM  also  of  tome  fiSyi .  oit  wsVf  \«^m 
crowding  undei  iha  Yt^^^sa^  oxi  «i^  «A»h^ 
these  were  the  lptoceas^aTl<^lssEo«»»^%^'*o•» 
neimen,  ibotni«ft,  Viotwanft^  ^^  ^^^>» 
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with  wetf  sorely  a  piteous  spectacle  to  be- 
hold. Out,  howeTer,  they  all  turned,  true 
to  their  orders,  as  soon  as  they  saw  the  car- 
riages, which  immediately  slackened  their 
speed — the  rain,  also,  somewhat  abating. 
The  flagman  tried  to  unroll  a  wet  banner,  of 
considerable  size,  with  the  word»^ 

••Welcome  to  Yattok!'* 

in  gilded  letters ;  while  the  band  (consisting 
of  a,  man  with  a  big  drum,  another  with  a 
serpent,  a  third  wiui  a  trumpet,  a  fourth 
with  a  bassoon,  two  with  clarionets,  and  a 
hoy  with  a  fife)<8tnick  up— ••  See  the  con- 
quering hero  comes!'*  They  puffed  and 
blew  lustily;  bang!  bang!  went  the  drum; 
but  the  rain,  the  thunder,  and  the  lightning 
wofiilly  interfered  with  their  harmony. 
'Twottid  have  made  your  heart  ache  to  see 
the  wet  flag  clinging  obstinately  to  the  pole, 
in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  its  burly  bearer ! 
First,  on  horseback,  was  Barnabas  Blood-^ 
-suck,  (senior,)  Esq. ;  beside  him  rode  his 
SOB,  Barnabas  Bloodsuck,  (Junior,^  Esq.; 
then  came  the  ReTerend  Gideon  Fleshpot, 
-the  Ticar  of  Grilston,  the  only  radical 
clergyman  in  that  part  of  the  country ;  be- 
side him,  the  Reverend  Smirk  Mudflint,  a 
flippant,  bitter,  little  Unitarian  parson,  a 
great  crony  of  Mr.  Fleshpot,  and .  his  name 
singularly  enough  desiginiting  the  qualities 
of  his  brain  and  heart.  Next  to  these,  alone 
in  his  one-horse  chaise,  (looking  like  a  pill- 
boK  drawn  by  a  leech,)  came  the  little  flit 
'whig  apothecary.  Garble  Glyster,  Esq. 
fV>Uowing  him  came  Going  Gone,  Esq.,  the 
miictioneer-*4he  main  prop  of  the  liberal 
side,  being  a  most  eloquent  speaker— and 
Mk  Hie  Hec  Hoc,  a  learned  schoolmaster, 
who  taught  the  Latin  grammar  up  as  far  as 
the  syntax.  Then  there  were  Mr.  Uentipedef 
Ihe  editor,  and  Mr.  Woodlouse,  the  publisher- 
and  proprietor  of  the  •*  Yorkshire  Stuigo,"- 
for  which,  alsof  Mr.  Mudflint  wrote  a  great 
deal.  These,  sod  about  a  dozen  others,  the 
Abwer  of  the  ••  paity*'  thereabouts,  disdain- 
fid  of  the  inclement  weather,  bent  on  di»- 
plsying  their  attachment  to  the  new  whig 
owner  of  Yatton,  and  solacing  each  his 
patient  inner  man  with  anticipation  of  the 
joUy  cheer  that  awaited  them  at  die  Hall, 
formed  the  principal  part  of  the  procession ; 
the  rest,  consisting  of  rather  a  miscellaneous 
assortment  of  scot-andi>lot  and  pot-walloper^ 
looking  peoole,  all  very  wet  and  hungry, 
and  ever  and  anon  casting  a  look  of  devout 
expectation  towards  the  HalL  Scaroely  a 
liUacer  of  Yacton  was  to  be  seen  stirring; 
nor  £d  any  <^  (he  tenants  of  the  estate  join 
ia  the  proc&mi^n ;  even  had  they  nel  iAx 


times  the  band  played ;  then  a  peal  of  thoi 
dercame;  then  a  cry  of  ••Hurra!  Titmotm 
forever!  hurra!*'  tlien  the  band,  and  thea 
the  thunder,  and  rain!  rain!  rain!  Thos 
they  got  to  the  park  gates,  ^w  here  they  paot- 
ed,  shouting,  ••  Titmouse  forever !  hurra— a 
—-a  !**  Mr.  Titmouse  bobbing  about,  now  at 
one  window,  then  at  the  9ther,  with  his  hit 
off  in  the  most  gracious  manner.  Really,  it 
almost  seemed  as  if  the  elements  were  cod- 
spiring  to  signalize,  by  their  disfavour,  Mr. 
Titmouse's  assumption  of  Yatton :  for  just 
as  he  was  passing  under  the  old  gateway, 
out  flashed  the  lightning  more  vividly  thts 
it  had  yet  appeared,  and  the  thunder  bel- 
lowed and  reverberated  among  the  woods  ai 
though  it  would  never  have  ceased.  The 
music  and  shoifting  ceased  euddenly ;  ca^ 
ria^s,  horsemen,  pedestrians,  quickened 
their  p&ce  in  silence,  as  if  anxious  to  get 
out  of  the  storm ;  the  horses  now  and  thea 
plunging  and  rearing  violently.  Titmouse 
was  terribly  frightened,  in  spite  of  his  des- 
perate efforts  to  appear  unconcerned.  He 
was  as  pale  as  death,  and  looked  sjudomlj 
at  Gammon,  as  if  hoping  to  derive  courage 
from  the  sight  of  his  countenance.  Miis 
Quirk  trembled  violently,  and  several  tiiasl 
uttered  a  faint  scream ;  but  her  father,  oM 
Mr.  Quirk,  did  not  seem  to  care  a  pinch  of 
snuff  about  the  whole  matter ;  he  nibbed  hit 
hands  together  cheerily,  chucked  his  daugb- 
ter  under  the  chin,  rallied  Titmouse,  ani 
nudged  and  jeered  GanHnon,  who  seeoied 
disposed  to  be  serious  and  silent.  Hariog 
drawn  up  opposite  the  Hall  door,  it  was 
opened  by  Mr.  Grifllths,  with  rather  a  isil- 
dened,  but  a  most  respectful  look  and  mas- 
ner;  and  in  the  same  way  might  be  chaiae- 
terized  some  six  or  seven  servants  standiaf 
behind  him,  in  readiness  to  receive  the  new 
comers.  The  half-drowned  musicians  tried 
to  strike  up  ••  Rule  Britannia,"  as  the  hen 
of  the  day,  Mr.  Titmouse,  descended  froM 
his  carriage,  Mr.  Griffiths  holding  an  fnn- 
brella  for  him,  and  bounded  out  of  the  rail 
with  a  hop,  step,  and  a  jump  into  the  Hall 
where  the  first  words  he  Was  heard  to  utler 
were— 
••  What  a  devilish  rum  old  plnee  !** 
••  God  bless  you !  God  bless  you !  God 
bless  you,  Titmouse !"  exclaimed  old  Mr. 
Quirk,  grasping  him  by  the  hand,  ss  sora 
as  he  had  entered.  Titmouse  shook  hmdt 
with  Miss  Quirk,  who  immedistely  followed 
a  female  servant  to  an  apartment,  being 
exceedingly  nervous  and  agitated.  Gam- 
mon seem^  a  little  out  of  spirits,  and  9iid 
simply,  ••You  know,  Titmonse,  how  fc^ 
icti\\\v  focmffatulate  you.'* 


^r  otherwise .  diMK)«ed,  they  had  \neki\y  %\    ^  u>\\  \k^  ^«w\w^>TiV^^>^tw  Heavpn'k 

Frto  eEenme  tor  their  Boii*aiipeannnee  *m\  se^^  \^  "S^^^l  ^^  ^rva^^  ^>ix!i^«t  vn^\m^ 
ioraUe^state  erf  the  veamet.    BQift^\ixvn%  xo  c«eM^>  a\^«  ^^»«k  ^\&>i^s^  W^ 
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■If  Bond  &em  anywheie,  Vut  do  stop  ^eir 
•Dised  noise,  mj  dear  bo/  !**  exclaimed  Mt. 
Yaboo,  as  soon  as  he  had  entered,  putting' 
his  fingers  to  his  ears. 

**  Mr.  What's-y  oar-name,"  said  'ntmoosey 
addressing  Mr.  Griffiths,  *^  Pll  trouble  yon 
to  order  off  those  fellows  and  their  infernal 
noise.  There's  a  precions  row  making  op 
above,  and  snrely  one  at  a  time!'*^ 

M  Ah,  ha,  capi^  joke,  by  JoTe !  capital !" 
taid  Mr.  Fitz-Snooks. 

••  Ah— Titmouse— by  Jupiter !"  said  Mr. 
YMioo,  as,  twirling  his  fingers  about  in  his 
long  black  hair,  of  which  he  seemed  Tery 
proud,  he  glanced  about  the  hall,  **  this  a*n't 
•o  mnch  amiss !  Do  you  know,  my  dear 
boy,  I  rather  like  it;  it's  substantial,  antique, 
and  so  forth." 

**  Who  are  those  dem  old  ugly  fellows  up 
there  t"  presently  exclaimed  Titmouse,  as, 
with  his  glass  stuck  into  his  right  eye,  and 
his  hands  into  his  coat  pockets,  he  stood 
■taring  at  the  old-fashionea  pictures  standing 
romid  the  Hall. 

**Some  of  them  are  ancestors  of  the 
Dreddlingrtons,  others  of  the  Aubrey  fami- 
lies. They  are  very  old,  sir,"  continued 
Mr.  Grifiiths,  **  and  are  much  admired,  and 
Mr.  Aubrey  desired  me  to  say,  that  if  yon 
ihonld  be  disposed  to  part       . " 

^  Oh,  confound  him,  he  may  have  *em  all, 
if  that's  what  he  wants ;  /  shall  soon  ssod 
them  packing  off!"  Mr.  Griffiths  bowed, 
and  heaved  a  very  deep  si^.  By  this  time 
the  Hall  was  crowdea  with  the  gentlemen 
who  had  formed  part  of  the  procession,  and 
who  came  bowing  and  scraping  to  Titmouse, 
congratulating  him,  and  wishing  him  health 
and  happiness.  As  soon  as  he  could  disen- 
gage himself  from  their  flattering  but  some- 
what troublesome  civilities,  his  valet  came 
and  whispered,  **  Will  you  dress,  sirl  All 
is  ready,"  and  Titmonse  followed  him  to 
the  dressing-room  which  had  formerly  been 
young  Mrs.  Aubrey's,  ^was  the  first  time 
that  Titmouse  ever  experieaced  the  atten- 
tions of  a  valet,  and  he  was  auite  nonplussed 
aft  the  mnltitudinousness  ana  elegance  of  the 
arrangements  aronnd  him.  Such  quantities 
of  slothes  of  all  sorts— dressing-implements, 
eombs,  brushes,  razors,  a  splendid  dressing- 
case,  scents  in  profusion,  oils,  bear's-grease, 
four  or  five  different  sorts  of  soaps,  &c.  &c. 
Ice.,  all  this  gave  Titmouse  a  far  livelier 
idea  of  his  altered  circumstances,  of  his 
having  really  become  a  gentleman,  than  any 
thing  that  he  had  np  to  that  moment  experi- 
enced. He  thought  his  valet  one  of  the 
cleverest  and  most  ebliging  men  in  the 
world,  only  he  oppressed  nim  with  his 
sttantioDS,  and  at  length  Mr.  Titmouse  aaid 
he  preierTed  liu  time,  dreeaing  alone,  and 
m     tmdeeed  hm  obBeqjfiouB  aueiaiianiu     in 


about  an  hour's  time,  having  ^een  oUiged 
to  summon  Tweedle  to  his  assistance  alter 
all,  he  had  completed  his  toilet,  and  wa0 
ushered  into  the  drawing^-Toom,  which,  as 
well  as  the  dining-room,  was  ready  piepamd 
for  the  banquet,  forty  or  fifty  oovers  beinff 
laid  in  the  two  rooms,  and  good  substantiu 
fare  for  at  least  as  many  more,  in  the  ser* 
vants'  hall,  where  operations  had  already 
eommenced.  On  entering  the  drawing- 
room,  his  appearance  seemed  to  produce  a 
great  sensation,  and  after  a  little  pause,  die 
old  country  gentleman  who  was  present, 
advanced  and  introdnced  himself,  his  wife, 
and  dauahter.  This  was  Sir  Harkaway 
Rotgut  Wildfire,  Baronet,  a  tall  and  some* 
what  corpulent  man  of  about  fifty,  very 
choleric  and  overbearing,  his  countenance 
showing  the  hard  life  he  had  led,  his  no6« 
being  rra,  and  his  forehead  and  mouth  beset 
with  pimples.  He  had  been  a  bitter  politi- 
cal opponent  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  and  had  onoe 
been  a  member  for  the  county,  but  had  so 
crippled  his  resources  by  hunting  and  hon^ 
racing,  as  to  compel  the  sacrifice  of  his  town 
amusements,  Via.  his  seat  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  Lady  Wildfire's  box  at  th» 
opera.  This  had  soured  both  of  them  not  a 
little,  and  they  had  sunk,  as  it  were,  out  oT 
the  county  circle,  in  which  they  had  ones 
been  sufllciently  conspicuous. 

Sir  Harkaway  had  an  eye  to  the  borooglK 
of  Yatton  oiv  Uie  happening  of  the  next 
election,  as  soon  as  he  had  obtained  an  ink* 
ling  that  the  new  proprietor  of  Yatton  was 
a  very  weak  young  man;  and  henoe  hi* 
patronising  presence  at  Yatton,  in  oonse- 
quenee  of  the  invitation  respectfully  con- 
veyed to  him  in  Mr.  Titmouse's  name, 
throu^  Messrs.  Bloodsuck  and  Son.  Be- 
sides Lady  Wildfire  and  her  daughter,  both 
of  whom  had  inquired  with  a  sort  of  haugh^ 
curiosity  about  the  lady  who  had  aceompa* 
nied  Mr.  Titmouse  from  town — a  point 
which  had  been  at  length  cleared  np  to 
their  satisfaction — there  were  about  a  dozm 
ladies,  the  wives  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
home  so  distinguished  a  part  in  the  triam* 
phant  procession.  .  They  looked  rather  a 
queer  set,  and  none  of  them  dared  to  speak 
either  to  Lady  Wildfire  or  her  daughter  till 
spoken  to  by  them.  Never  had  old  Yatton 
beheld  within  its  Walls  so  motley  a  group  ^ 
and  had  the  Aubreys  continued  there,  hos- 
pitable as  they  were,  accessible  and  charl-^ 
table  as  th^y  were,  I  leave  the  reader  to 
guess  whether  such  creatures  ever  totmld 
have  found  their  way  thitiier.  By  suck 
guests,  however,  were  the  two  principal 
tables  crowded  on  this  Joyons  occasion^  and 
about  half*pi«t  aVx  o'^iAocSk  i^  tsAsx  «»»e*^ 
Toenced ;  and  a  fet^aX  Vx  o«tB«!X^  "wva^^^^ 
elegant,  wad   tvAMitu^^i  M^v^t^  >^^^«% 
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ban  8|Mti«d  tfitt  iBotfey  eoold  probufe.'  Mf. 
Aobfey  had  a  fine  c^Uar  of  wiiies  at  YatUm^ 
which,  owing  to  sodie  strange  misonder- 
standing,  had  been  sold  by  private  contract. 
Hot  amongst  his  old  friends  in  the  neigh- 
boorhood,  as  Mr.  Aubrey  had  intended,  and 
itnagined  th^t  he  had  directed^  but  to  Mr. 
Titmouse.  Choioe,  indeed,  were  these 
wines,  and  supplied  on  the  present  obcasion 
in  wanton  prolusion.  Champagne,  burgun- 
dy, and  claiet  flowed  like  water,  and  the 
other  wines  in  like  manner;  but  which  last 
were  not,  like  the  former  class  of  wines, 
confined  to  the  two  principal  rooms,  but 
^nd  their  way  into  the  servants'  hall,  and 
were  there  drunk  without  stint.  Merriment 
echoed  uproariously  from  all  parts  of  the 
old  Hall,  and  Mr.  Titmouse  was  universally 
declared  to  be  a  very  fine  fellow,  and  likely 
to  become  by  far  the  most  popular  man  in 
the  .county.    The  Rev.  Mr.  Fleshpot  said 

Sace;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mudflint  returned 
anks;  and  shortly  afterwards  Sir  Harka- 
way  arose,  and,  his  eyes  fixed  firmly  on  the 
adioinin^  borough,  and  also  on  the  jolly 
table  whioh  pioraised  to  be  ever  open  to  him 
at  Yatton,  he  proposed  the  health  of  the 
distinguished  proprietor  of  Yatton,  in  eer- 
tunly  a  somewnatfdsome  strain.  The  toast 
was  received  with  the  utmost  enthusiasm ; 
the  gentlemen  shouted,  and  jingled  their 

Ssses  on  the  table,  while  the  ladies  waved 
ir  handkerchief;  indeed,  the  scene  wds 
one  of  such  overpowering  excitement,  that 
Miss  Quirk  burst  into  tears,  overcome  by 
li^r  emotions;  her  papa  winking  very  hard 
to  those  about  him,  and  using  every  exertion 
in  his  power  to  point  the  attention  of  those 
present  to  the  probability  that  a  very  near 
and  tender  relationship  was  ffoing  to  exist 
between  that  young  lady  and  Mr.  Titmouse. 
Mr.  Gammon,  who  sat  next  to  Titmouse, 
assured  him  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
Ibr  him  to  make  a  speech  to  the  company,  in 
acknowledgment  of  the  compliment  which 
kad  just  been  paid  him. 

''  1  shall  put  my  foot  in  it — by  jingo  I  shall ! 
You  must  help  me !"  he  whispered  to  Mr. 
Gammon,  in  an  agony  of  trepidation  and  a 
mis'  of  confusion,  as  he  arose  from  his 
onair,  being  welcomed  in  the  most  en- 
thusiastic manner  by  appfause  of  every 
kind,  lasting  for  several  minutes.  At  length, 
when  the  noise  had  subsided  into  a  fea^ul 
silence,,  he  stammered  out,  prompted  inces- 
santly by  Mr.  Gammon,  something  exoeed- 
Ingly  like  the  following,  if,  inde^,  he  did 
BOt  use  these  very  words. 

*'  Mr.-— I  beg  pardon^-SiV  Hark— away, 
guil  ^efltlemeo— -gentlemen  and  ladies,  am 
Mao&ttutcomiaoD,  monBtrous— paiticu\aiVi»:i^ 
pj  tO"  to  .(eh }  what  d*ye  t«y,  Mr.  GiaBk- 

J)  Me  j<m  all  iMre— «t  t^  ^V 


and  gentlemen-^I  say— -hem! — onaeeos' 
tomed  as''— ^muc^  apniause^  during  whkh' 
Titmouse  stooped  and  whispered  to  Gaih 
mon,  '^  Curse  me  if  I  can  hear  a  word  joa 
say!")  *^  Happy  and  proud  to  see yomdl 
heiB— at  Yattour— home  of  my  ancesti]H> 
known  to  you  all— centuries.  Enjojed 
yourselves,  1  hope— (grea/  applouu)  sad 
hope  you'll  often  come  and  do  the  same- 
{still  greater  applatue,)  Particular  giad 
to  see  the  ladies — (a/Tp/atu^)— often  benti 
of  the  beauties  of  Yatton — never  bdieved  i 
—no — beg  pardon,  mean  I  now  see  them— 
{(^lauaeT)  Am  fond  of  horses — {applaum) 
— ^lacing,  bunting,  all  that."  (Here  Sir 
Harkaway,  extending  his  hand,  publicly 
shook  that  of  the  eloquent  speaker.)  ^*  Sony 
to  turn  Out  the— the— old  bird — but— nest 
not  to— mine  all  the  while — (ewto/i o«)— 
bear  him  no  ill  will — (oOT/suse.)  Politiol 
principles — (pntfound  M^mce)— good  old 
whig  principles— (ibtMf  osp/oMM)— rifbii 
of  the  people— -religious  lioerty  and  all  tfail 
'"^vddfarouM  appi!«i8e)— -found  at  my  post 
in  me  hour  of  dangei^— enemy  stole  a  mm 
{grtai  Taugkier   and    applmat^ 


on 


Wen*t  detain  you— ladies  aud  gentleaan 
—-drink  your  good  healths,  sjid  mnf 
happy  returns  of  the  day."  Down  nH 
Mr.  Titmouse,  exhausted  with  his  roaides 
speech ;  and  quite  overpowered,  moreover 
by  the  extraordinary  applause  with  whidi 
he  was  greeted  at  its  conclusion.  In  dai 
course  many  other  toasts  were  diasL 
^''Lady  Wildfire  and  the  married  ladka.** 
«'  Miu  Wildfire  and  the  single  ladies.''  *'  Ar 
Harkaway  Roigui  Wildfire.''  ^  JUHgimm 
Liberty^"  {to  which  Mr.  Mudflint  respooM 
in  a  very  eloquent  speech.)  **  T%e  LiheHff 
(f  the  Prea»."  ^  Meurt.  Quirky  Getmmon^mm 
Snajpy  the  eniervrieing^  tkiffulj  and  learmd 
profettional  aaoisen  uf  Mr,  TTfawMe." 
Dancing  was  now  loudly  called  for;  sad 
the  hall  was  speedily  prepared  for  it. 

By  this  time,  however,  it  was  past  eleiH 
o'clock :  the  free  potations  of  all  the  msa, 
and  indeed  of  more  than  one  of  the  ladtet, 
were  beginning  to  tell^  and  the  noise  tsd 
confusion  were  very  great.  Pierce  confused 
sounds  issued  from  the  servants'  hall,  whmv 
it  proved  that  a  great  fight  was  going  si 
between  Pumpkin  the  gvdener,  and  a  nun 
who  insisted  on  shouting  '*  Titmouse  (or 
ever— down  with  the  tory  Ant>rey !"  Pom^ 
kin  had  mueh  the  best  of  it,  and  beat  hii 
opponent,  after  a  severe  encounter,  mtB 
silence  and  submission.  Then  there  weM 
songs  sung  in  all  the  rooms  at 
speeehes  made,  half-aj-dozeo  at  the 
\ksae  \  \u  ikiQttti  afiver  befioore  had  such 
YMenTiv\3QM»se^^tK«^0tkXi\ittwi>N^^ 
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ble  pieoincts  of  Yatton.  Scones  ensued 
whicb  really  baffle  description.  Mr.  Titr 
mouse,  of  course,  drank  a  great  quantity  of 
wine,  although  Mr.  Gammon  never  left  his 
side,  and  checked  him  fifty  times  when  he 
was  about  to  fill  his  glass ;  and  the  excite- 
ment produced  by  wine  will,  I  trust,  in 
some  measure  mitigate  the  reader^s  indigna- 
tion at  hearing  of  a  little  incident  which 
occurred,  in  which  Titmouse  was  concerned, 
and  which,  about  half-past  three  or  four 
o^clock  in  the  morning,  served  to  brincr  that 
brilliant  entertainment  to  a  somewhat  abrupt 
and  rather  unpleasant  termination.  Scarcely 
knowing  where  he  was,  or  what  he  was 
about,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  while  stand- 
ing as  well  as  he  could,  beside  Miss  Wild- 
fire, to  dance  for  the  fifth  time  with  her — ^a 
plump,  fair-foced,  good-natured  girl  of  about 
nineteen  or  twenty— he  suddenly  threw  his 
arms  around  her,  and  imprinted  half-a-dozen 
kisses  on  her  forehead,  lips,  cheek,  and 
neck,  before  she  could  recover  from  the 
confusion  into  which  this  extraordinary 
assault  had  thrown  her.  Her  faint  shriek 
reached  her  father^s  ears,  while  he  was  in 
\  distant  part  of  the  room,  persecuting  Miss 
Quirk  with  bis  drunken  and  profligate  im- 
pertinences. Hastily  approaching  the  quar- 
ter "wbere  his  daughters  voice  had  issued, 
he  beheld  her  just  extricated  from  the  insolent 
embrace  of  the  half-unconscious  Titmouse, 
and  greatly  agitated.  With  flaming  eye 
and  outstretched  arm  he  approached  his 
unfortunate  little  host,  and  seizing  hold  of 
bis  n?ht  ear,  almost  wrung  it  off  of  his 
head.  Titmouse  quite  shrieking  with  the 
pain  it  occasioned.  Still  retaining  his  hold, 
ottering  the  while  the  most  fearful  impreca- 
tions—4ie  gave  him  three  violent  kicks 
upon  the  seat  of  l^onour,  the  last  of  which 
tent  bim  spiiming  into  the  arms  of  Mr. 
Quirk,  who  was  hurrying  up  to  his  relief, 
and  who  fell  flat  on  the  floor  with  the 
Tiolent  concussion.  Then  Miss  Quirk 
rushed  forward  and  screamed ;  a  scene  of 
dreadful  confusion  ensued ;  and  at  length 
tiie  infuriated  and  half-dmnken  baronet, 
forced  away  by  his  wife  and  his  daughter, 
quitted  the  Hall,  and  got  into  his  carriase, 
uttering  fearful  threats  and  curses  all  the 
way  home ;  without  once  adverting  to  the 
circumstance,  of  which  also  Lady  Wildfire 
and  her  dau^rhter  were  not  aware,  that  he 
had  been  himself  enga^d  in  perpetrating 
the  very  same  kind  of  misconduct  which  he 
had  so  severely  and  justly  punished  in  poor 
Htmousa.  As  for  Mr.  Yahoo  and  Mr. 
Fitz-Snooks,  they  bad  been  in  quest  of  the 
same  species  of  amusement  the  whole  night ; 
sod  had  each  of  them,  in  pursuing  their  ad- 
TMitures  in  the  servants'  hall,  very  narrowly 
fSCMped  much  more  eerioaa  iridigaities  and 


injories  than  bad  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the 
hospitable  owner  of  the  mansion. 

About  half  past  four  o'clock,  the  sun 
was  shininff  in  cloudless  splendour,  the  air 
cleared,  and  all  nature  seeming  freshened 
afler  the  storm  of  the  preceding  day ;  but 
what  a  scene  was  presented  at  \  atton ! 
Two  or  tliree  persons,  one  with  his  hat  off, 
asleep;  another  ^sping  a  half-empty  bot- 
tle ;  and  a  third  in  a  state  of  desperate  in- 
disposition, were  to  be  seen,  at  considerable 
distances  from  each  other,  by  Uie  side  of 
the  carriage-road  leading  down  to  the  park- 
gates.  Four  or  five  horses  ready  saddled 
and  bridled,  but  neglected  and  apparently 
forgotten  by  both  servants  and  masters, 
were  wandering  about  the  fine  green  old 
court  opposite  the  hall  door,  eating  the 
grass,  and  crushing  with  their  hoofs  the 
beautiful  beds  of  flowers  and  shrubs  which 
surrounded  it.  Mr.  Clyster's  gigr  had  got 
its  wheels  entangled  with  the  old  sun-dial, 
— having  been  drawn  thither  by  the  horse, 
which  had  been  put  into  it  at  least  two 
hovrs  ago ;  opposite  the  hall  door  stood  the 
postKzhaise  which  had  brought  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mudflint  and  their  daughter.  The  latter 
two  were  sitting  in  it,  one  asleep — ^the 
other,  Mrs.  Mudflint,  anxiously  on  the  look* 
out  for  her  husband,  from  time  to  time  call- 
ing to  him,  buC«in  vain ;  for,  about  half  af\ 
hour  before,  he  had  quitted  the  room  where 
he,  Mr.  Flesh  pot,  Mr.  Going  Gone,  and 
Mr.  Centipede  had  been  playing  a  rubber  at 
whist,  till  they  almost  all  of  them  fell 
asleep  with  their  cards  in  their  hands,  and 
made  his  way  to  the  stables,  where  not 
finding  his  chaise  in  the  yard,  or  his  horses 
in  the  stalls,  he  supposed  his  wife  and 
daughter  had  gone  home,  whither  he  follow- 
ed Uiem  by  the  footpath  leading  through 
the  fields  which  stretched  along  the  high 
road  to  Grilston;  and  along  which  said 
fields  he  was,  at  that  moment,  staggering, 
hiccupping,  not  clearly  understanding  where 
he  was,  nor  where  he  had  last  seen  his  wife 
and  daughter.  Candles  and  lamps  were 
still  burning  and  glimmering  in  some  of  the 
rooms;  and  in  the  servants'  hall  there  were  * 
some  dozen  or  so,  who,  having  awoke  from 
a  deep  sleep,  were  calling  for  more  ale,  or 
wine,  or  whatever  else  they  could  get. 
Some  of  the  old  family  servants  had  fled 
hours  ago  from  scenes  of  such  unwonted 
riot,  to  tneir  bedrooms,  and,  having  lock^ 
and  barricaded  the  doors,  gone  to  sleep. 
Mr.  Grifliths  sate  in  an  old  arm-chair  in  t^ie 
library,  the  picture  of  misery ;  he  had  been 
repeatedly  abused  and  insulted  daring  the 
night,  and  had  fled  thither,  unable  to  bear 
'the  sight  of  the  disgusting  leyelrj  tha^^nraK 
everywhere  atoui^  ^o\iv\^  lorw^\^%  \xv 
short,  at  eTery  poVaX  uvax  ca.\x^vX  ^^  ^% 
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cavalcade,  comprisin^ir  many  of  the  lei(Hi| 
gentry  and  yeomanry  of  this  part  of  ds 
county,  on  foot  and  on  harsehacK,  praeM 
by  an  admirable  band,  and  a  large  nd 
splendid  banner,  bearing  the  inflcriplUD*- 
*•  Welcome  to  Yaiion,*  went  out  to  meet  At 
above  gentleman,  whose  cortege,  in  two 
cirria^es,  made  its  appearance  in  tfaeTill» 
about  naif-past  five.  The  band  iaunediawT 
struck  up,  *  See,  the  conquering  hero  comar 
which,  however,  was  nearly  ^wned  in  liic 
shout  which  welcomed  the  new  proprietor 
of  the  noble  estate  of  Yatton.  His  cump 
was  of  the  most  tasteful,  splendid,  in 
unique  description,  and  attracted  mrttd 
admiration.  Mr.  liitmouse  repeatedly  boft- 
ed  through  the  carriage  windows,  in  ^p» 
ful  acknowledgment  of  the  cordial  wel- 
come and  congratulations  with  which  k 
was  received.  He  was  dresseif  inali«klp 
blue  surtout,  with  velvet  collar,  full  b^ 
stock,  and  a  rich  velvet  waistcoat  of  pbii 
pattern.  His  countenance  is  handsomeiai 
expressive,  his  eye  penetratftig,  and  to 
brow  strongly  indicative  of  thought.  Hi 
appears  to  be  little  more  than  tarenty-fin 
years  old  ;  so  that  he  has  before  him  tb 
pros]>ect  of  a  long  and  brilliant  career « 
happiness  and  public  usefulness.  Tabkl 
were  spread  in  all  the  chief  *P*^^ 
groaning  beneath  the  most  costly  Ti«B» 
All  the  luxuries  of  the  season  were  1h«i 
and  the  wines  (which  we  believe  were  tiu* 
of  Mr.  Aubrey  j  were  of  the  first  descnpti<». 
Grace  was  saia  by  the  exemplary  war^ 
Grilston,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fleshpot;  and  m 
Rev.  Mr.  Mudflint  returned  thanks,  w 
Harkaway  Rotgnt  Wildfire  (whose  amiahM 
lady  and  accomplished  daughter  were  ^ 
sent)  proposed  the  health  of  Mr.  Titnwo"| 
in  a  bnef,  but  manly  and  cordial  addren; 
and  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Ti^^J!J 
knowl edged  the  toast,  which  ^•^^"? 
with  the  greatest  possible  enthusiasm-JJ 
simplicity,  point,  and  fervour  ^^*^^5[ 
racterized  every  word  he  ottered— were  so« 
as  to  excite  lively  emotion  in  all  who  heaj 
it,  and  warrant  the  highest  expectation  « 
his  success  in  Parliament.  .     . 

"  Nothing  could  be  more  touching  »"■ 
his  brief  allusions  to  the  sufferings  and  p 
vations  which  he  had  underffone— n^^ 
more  deHcale  and  forbearing  than  the  |ceuB| 

which  pervaded  his  momentary  **K^ 
to  the  late  occupant  of  Yatton.    ^.^ 
however,  he  distinctly  avowed  his  P?".^ 
principles  as  those  of  a  strong  and  o^   , 
whiff— as  those  of  a  daunUess  c^^Pl^ 
civil  and  religious  liberty  among  a^l  ^''^ 
'  Yeeterdny  this  inteiesling  event  came  i  of  his  majesiy^s  subjects— the  apP'»"*f  ^ 
tpfTwith  signal  eclat.    NotwiU\statiA\nff  \3de>\\oi\^  ^tA  ^icC^\i%\?&>\t.    k^^t  4*""*^j^ 
rery  nn  favourable  state  of  the  weatha,&o\x\\  ^;te^x  VaX\  ^"^  ti\cw^  \ai  lka»os\v 


debauchery  that  had  prevailed  for  the  last 
seven  hours;  and  which,  under  the  Tit- 
mouse dynasty,  was  likely  to  prevail  at  all 
times  thereafter.  As  for  Mr._  Titmouse, 
half  stunned  with  the  treatment  he  had  ex- 
perienced at  the  hands  of  Sir  Harkaway,  he 
riad  been  carried  to  bed-— to  the  late  bed- 
room of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aubrey — ^where  his 
excessive,  and  miscellaneous,  and  long-con- 
tinued potations,  aiding  the  effect  of  the 
serious  injuries  which  he  had  sustained,  he 
lay  sprawlinff  on  the  bed,  half  undressed, 
in  a  tndy  d^orable  condition.  Mr.  Gly»- 
tcr,  who  had  been  summoned  to  his  bedside 
upwards  of  an  hour  before,  sate,  now  nodding 
in  his  chair,  beside  his  patient ;  and  pretty 
nearly  in  a  state  of  similar  exhaustion  were 
his  valet  and  the  housekeeper,  who  had,  from 
time  to  time,  wiped  her  eyes  and  sobbed 
aloud  when  thinking  of  past  times,  and  the 
grievous  change  that  had  come  over  old 
Yatton.  Mr.  Yahoo,  Mr.  Fitz-Snooks,  Mr. 
Snap,  Mr.  Quirk,  and  Miss  Quirk,  f  the  last 
having  retired  to  her  bedroom  in  alarm,  at 
the  time  of  Titmouse^s  mischance,)  were 
in  their  respective  chambers,  all  of  them 
probably  asleep.  Poor  Hector,  chained  to 
nis  kennel,  having  barked  himself  hoarse 
for  several  hours,  lay  fast  asleep,  no  one 
having  attended  to  him,  or  given  him  any 
thing  to  eat  since  Mr.  Titmouse's  arrival. 
Gammon  had  fied  from  the  scene,  in  disgust 
and  alarm,  to  his  bedroom,  some  three  hours 
before ;  but,  unable  to  sleep — not,  however, 
with  excess  of  wine,  for  he  had  dnink  but  a 
very  few  glasses— had  arisen  about  four 
oVfock,  and  was  at  that  moment  wandering 
slowly,  with  folded  arms'  and  downcast 
counfjsnance,  up  and  down  the  fine  avenue 
of  elm  trees,  where,  it  may  be  recollected, 
Mr.  Aubrey  had  spent  a  portion  of  the  last 
evening  of'^his  stay  at  Yatton. 

Such  is  my  account — ^and  as  fair  an  ac- 
count as  I  know  how  to  give  of  the  matter ; 
bujt  it  is  curious  to  observe  how  very  differ^ 
ently  the  same  thing  will  strike  different 
people.  As  soon  as  the  grateful  Mr.  Cen- 
tipede had  recovered  from  the  excitement 
occasioned  by  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the 
memorable  occasion  above  described,  he  set 
to  work  with  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  and 
in  the  next  number  of  the  "Yorkshire 
Stingo,"  there  appeared  the  following  in- 
teresting account  of  the 

•*  Ff  STrriTiE8  at  Yatton  Hall,  on  the  oeea- 
tion  (jf  P068K8SI0N  being  taken  by  Tittli- 
bAT  Titmouse,  Esquire. 
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id  by  Mr.  TKnoose  md  Mim 

Lady  Wildfire  being  led  out  by 
irable  Mr.  YahoOf  an  intimate 
Mr.  Titmonse.  We  should  not 
■tidn  that  Miaa  Quirk  (the  only 
r  Caleb  Qairk,  E8<^.,  the  head  of 
uiahed  firm  of  Qatrk^  Gammen, 
of  Londdn,  to  whoatf  miliring  and 
exertions  is  owin^  the  happy 
ich  has  taken  place  m  the  owner- 
)  Yatton  property)  acoompadied 
at  the  earnest  reonest  of  Mr.  Tit- 

0  danced  severlJi  sets  with  her. 
on  Fiti-SnookSy  a  distinffuished 
S  also  accompanied  Mr.  Tit- 
d  entered  with  ^at  spirit  into 
edes  of  the  eremn^r.  The  *  light 
oe*  was  kept  'tnpping'  till  a 
her  Terv  early  hour  in  the  mom- 
i  tl^  old  hall  was  once  more  (for 
Tendered  to  the  repose  and  soli- 
Rrbich  it  has  been  so  suddenly  and 
roused.'*  In  another  part  of  the 
'  contained  a  bitter  and  abusire 

charging  Mr.  Aubrey  with  being 
^e  **  flagrant  and  iniauitous  job,^ 
Sir  Perciyal  Pickering  was  re- 

the  borouffh;    and    intimating 
inctly  that  Mr.  Aubrey  had  not 
at  ^*  a  consideration*'  for  his  share 
rious  transaction, 
ehat  different  account  of  the  afifaii 

1  the  ''  YoBK  Tbvb  Blub**  of  the 

ire  received  one  or  two  accounts 
ies  of  which  Yatton  Hall  was 
the  scene,  on  occasion  of  Mr. 
aiking  possession.  Wo  shall  not 
ity  to  the  details  which  have  been 
OS— hoping  that  the  youth  and 
ce  of  Uie  new  owner  of  Yatton 
ance,  also,  being  made  for  the 
al  excitement  of  such  an  occa- 
be  allowed  in  some  measure  to 
e  conduct  then  exhibited.  One 
^er,  we  may  mention,  that  a  very 
iea$  arose  between  Mr»  Titmouse 
un  well-known  sporting  baronet, 
expected  to  give  employment  to 
nen  of  the  long  robe.  Nothing, 
jr,  could  be  more  absurd  and  con- 
than  the  attempt  at  a  *  procession* 
>  got  up— of  which  our  accounts 
ous  in  the  extreme.  Will  our 
lieve  it,  that  the  chief  personages 
|n  the  occasion,  were  the  editor 
»her  of  a  certain  low  radical 
bich  will  no  doubt,  this  dav,  fa- 
cers with  a  flaming  description 
morable  affair!*' 

ae,  assisted  by  his  anxious  valet, 
lesperate  attempt  to  get  up  and 
^peaiance  the  next  day  at  dinner. 


Aided  by  a  glass  of  pfretty  strong  brscdy 
and  water,  he  at  length  got  through  the 
fatiguing  duties  of  the  toilet,  and  entered 
the  drawing-room,  where  his  travelling  con*  \ 
panions  were  awaiting  hi?  arrival-— ^tinner 
being  momentarilT  expected  to  be  announo* 
ed.  lie  was  deaiily  pale;  his  knees  trem- 
bled ;  his  eyes  could  not  bear  the  light;  and 
every  thing  seemed  in  undulating  motion 
around  him,  as  he  sunk  in  silent  exhaustion 
on  the  sofa.  After  a  lew  minutes  contino* 
ance,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  room, 
leaning  on  Gammon's  arm,  who  conducted 
him  to  his  bedroom,  and  left  him  in  charge 
of  his  valet,  who  got  him  again  into  b^^ 
where  he  lay  enduring  much  agony,  (Dr. 
Goddart  being  sent  for,)  while  nis  £riends 
were  enjoying  themselves  at  dinner. 

Snap  had  set  off*  the  ensuing  day  for  town, 
by  the  first  coach,  pursuant  to  the  arranj^ 
ment  already  spoken  of;  but  I  think  that 
old  Mr.  Quirk  would  have  made  up  his 
mind  to  continue  at  Yatton  until  something 
definite  had  been  done  by  Titmouse,  in  tWQ 
matters  which  absorbed  al)  the  thoughts  ol 
the  old  gentleman-— his  daughter,  and  thA 
ten  thouiand  pounda  bond.     Miss  Quirk 
however,  intense  as  was  her  anxiety  to  be-' 
come  thf  affianced  bride  of  Titmouse,  and . 
as  such  the  mistress  of  the  delightful  domain 
whereat  present  she  dwdtonly  as  a  guest—, 
and  in  a  very  embarrassing  position — ^wae 
not  so  blind  to  all  perception  of  womanl} 
delicacy  as  to  prolong  her  stay  at  Yatton  ; 
and  at  length  prevailed  upon  her  father  to 
take  their  departure  on  the  day  but  one  afler 
that  on  which  they  had  arrived.  Mr.  Quirks 
was  perfectly  wretched ;  he  vehemently  dis- 
trusted Titmouse— he  feared  and  detested 
Gammon.  .  As  for  the  former  gentleman,  he 
had  not  made  any  definite  advances  what* 
ever  towards  Miss  Quirk.     He  had  not 
afforded  to  any  one  the  slightest  evidence- 
of  a  promise  of  marriage,  either  express  or 
implied.    He  chattered  to  Miss  Quirk  an 
infinite  deal  of  c^il  nonsense— -but  that  was 
all,  in  spite  of  the  innumerable  opportunities 
afforded  him  by  the  lady.    Was  Titmouse 
acting  under  the  secret  advice  of  that  deceit- 
ful devil.  Gammon  ?— thought  Mr.  Quirlc, 
in  an  ecstasy  of  perplexity  and  apprehen- 
sion.   Then,  as  to  the  other  matter — but, 
there  Gammon  had  as  deep  a  stake«  aloiost 
in  proportion,  as  Quirk  himself.     On  the 
morning  of  his  departure,  he  and  Gammon 
had  a  very  long  mterview,  in  which  they 
several  times  came  to  high  words;  but  in 
the  end  Gammon  vanquished  his  opponent 
'as  usual;  allayed  all  his  apprehensions; 
accounted  for  Titmouse's  conduct  m  tha^ 
most  natural  w^y  in  tjtie  'wotV^-Ao^  -^xXcci 
position    just   liow^  \\v^   wLCAXftYcv^TJX%  ^% 
novelty,  the  \>ewi\d«taenX»  \i\ft\\i^v^^v^Q»> 
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he  wa^  experieneing ;  surely,  tmrely  ^td 
was  not  a  moment  to  bring  Kim  to  book ! 
In  short.  Gammon  at  length  bronght  Quirk, 
wbo  had  received  the  first  intimation  of  the 
matter  with  a  su4^en  gruni  of  surprise  and 
anger,  to  acknowledee  the  propriety  of 
Gammon^s  remaining  behind,  to  protect  Tit* 
mouse  from  the  designing  Yahoo  that  had 
got  hold  of  him ;  and  solemnly  pledged  him- 
self, as  in  the  sight  of  Heaven,  to  use  hitf 
utmost  efforts  to  bring  about,  as  speedily  as 
possible,  the  two  grand  objects  of  Mr. 
'  Quirk's  wishes.  ^  ith  this  the  old  gentle- 
man was  fain  to  be  satisfied ;  but  entered 
the  chaise  which  was  to  convey  Miss  Quirk 
and  himself  to  Grilston,  with  as  rueful  a 
oountenance  as  he  had  ever  exhibited  in  his 
life.  Mr.  Titmouse  was  sufficiently  re- 
covered to  be  present  at  th6  departure  of 
Miss  Qairk,  who  redded  his  interesting 


many  yeaors  agc^oy  thaMeeeased  M 
brey. 

*' Let's  itave  some  sport,**  said 
Snooks. 

**We  must  look  devilish  serio 
grinnhng  till  the  pro|)er  time,"  said  1 

"Hollo — you,  sir!"  conrnienei 
mouse,  *•  who  are  you  1"  Dr.  Taite 
off  his  hat,  bowed,  and  was  p»sin|ri 

**  Detfifiih  cooh  apon — my— soil- 
said  Tiunouse,  stopping,  and  staring 
dently  at  the  worthy  little  doctor 
seemed  taken  quite  by  surprise. 

**  My  worthy  old  gentleman,"  stid ' 
with  mock  respect,  "  are  you  aware 
was  that  askea  you  a  question  !'* 

»•  I  am  not,  sir,"  replied  Dr.  T 
quietly,  but  resolutely. 

"  My  name  is  Tittlebat  Titmoow,  i 
service — and  you  are  now  in  my  gro 


and  languid  looks  with  an  eye  of  melting  said  Titmouse,  approaching  him  w 
sympathy  and  affection.  With  half  a  smile   impudent  air. 


and  half  a  tear,  she  slipped  into  his  hand,  as 
he  led  her  to  the  chaise,  a  little  sprig  of 
heart's  ease,  which  he  at  once  stuck  into 
the  button-hole  of  his  coat. 

**'Ponmy6oul — must  yon  got  Devilish 
sorry  you  can't  stay  to  have  seen  some  fun ! 
— llie  old  gent  (meaning  her  (hther)  don't 
quite  seem  to  like  it— he,  he !"  said  he,  in 
a  low  tone:  then  he  handed  her  into  the 
chaise,  she  dropping  her  veil  to  conceal  the 
starting  tear  of  minted  disappointment,  and 
desire,  and  disgust — and  they  drove  off, 
Titmouse  kissing  his  hand  to  her,  as  he 
stood  upon  the  steps ;  and,  as  soon  as  they 
were  out  of  sight,  he  exchanged  a  very 
significant  smile  with  Mr.  Gammon. 

The  next  day.  Titmouse  rose  about  ten 
o'clock,  almost  entirely  recovered  from  his 
indisposition.  Accompanied  by  Mr.  Yahoo 
and  Mr.  Fitz-Snooks,  with  whom  he  was 
conversing  as  to  the  course 'he  should  take 
with  reference  to  Sir  Harkaway^whom, 
however,  they  advised  him  to  treat  with 
silent  contempt,  as  he.  Titmouse,  was  clear- 
ly in  the  wrong — ^he  took  a  stroll,  about 
noon,  down  the  path  leading  to  the  park 
gates.  Tliey  all  three  had  cigars  in  their 
mouths,  Titmouse  walking  between  them, 
as  odious-looking  a  little  puppy,  sure,  as 
man  ever  saw — ^puffing  out  nis  smoke  slow- 
.y,  and  w>^  half-cos^  eye,  his  right  hand 
stuck  into  his  cuat  pocket,  and  resting  on 
hts  hip  ThcRe  three  figures — Heaven  save 
the  mark  ?— were  the  new  lord  of  Yaiton 
and  his  select  friends !        . 

lingo,  surely  here  Comes  a  paVson," 
quoth  Titmouse  :  •*  what  the  d — 1  can  he 


i 


"  By Jii 
loth  Tit 

want  with  me?" — Twas  Dr.  Talham,who  . « .. ,  -..^ . 

stowly  approached  them,  dressed  \tv  Vva\NeT^,>^\^\\\'s,\fe\\si^'^\Ktj.nanh'^i:^)^ 
Sunday  suit,  and  leaning  on  Yua  o\d-tas\v-\Ve^o\.\x^Vi^o"wv\  %.w^  Siwi^\w 
loned    walking-stick,    ^ven    \iim  mwajA^^^^'^^^""-'*^^^^^^'^^^ 


'*  Hate  I  really  the  honour  to  addie 
Titmouse?"  inquired  Dr.  Tatham, 
what  incredulously. 

"  Why,  'non  my  life,  I  Mifi*  m, 
I'm  changea  lately :  and,  by  Jove,  8i^ 
who  are  you  !" 

•*  I  am  Dr.  Tatham,  sir,  the  vicar  o 
ton ;  I  h€id  intended  calling  at  the  I 
offer  my  compliments,  but  I  fear  I  a 
truding — " 

"Devil  a  bit — no,  'pon  honow 
you're  a  veiy'good  old  fellow,  I  don't 
—is  that  little  church  outside,  yoarsi 

"  It  is,  sir,"  replied  Dr.  Tatham,  seii 
and  sternly;  his  manner  a  little  alw 
the  presumptuous  little  coxcomb  wl 
dressed  him. 

i*  Oh— well— I— I— 'pon  my  tool,  1 
to  see  you,  sir — ^you'll  find  somethiog 
in  the  Hall,  I  dare  say — ^" 

'*  Do  you  preach  there  next  Sondaj 
quired  Mr.  Yahoo,  whose  gross  counte 
filled  Dr.  Tatham  with  unspeakable 
sion. 

"  I  nreach  there  every  Sunday,  8ir,t« 
he  replied,  gravely  and  distinctly. 

"  You  see,  sir,'*  lisped  Fitz  SnooU 
prayers  are  so— so— ««7i7tM  long  aoj 
some— if  you  could— eh? — shorten 
little  !"— 

Dr.  Tatham  slowly  turned  avay 
them,  and,  disregarding  their  calls  to 
though  their  tone  of  voice  was  ffre«"y 
ed,  walked  back  again  towards  the 
and  quitted  the  park,  for  the  first  titne  i 
life,  with  feelings  of  mortal  repugo 
On  reaching  his  little  study,  he  sau?  • 
in  his  old  arm-chair,  and  fell  into  a  ^ 
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with  lealin^  of  nmitiial  tendeniMs ; 
»  little  doctor  shed  a  tear  of  two  as 
id  its  smooth  fpny  old  head, 
kitarday  mommg,  Mr.  Titmouse,  at 
Bunon^s  instance,-  had  fixed  to  ffo 
b  estate,  aoeompanied  by  that  gentie- 
ad  bj  Mr.  Waters  and  Dickons,  to 
11  the  infonnation  reqniied  of  them, 
int  out  the  position  and  extent  of  the 
y.  To  an  eye  capable  of  appreciat- 
in  what  admirable  order  was  cTeiy 
but  Titmojise  qoickly  tired  of  it,  and 
iboot  a  mile  from  the  Hall,  discoTered 
had  left  his  cigar-box  behind  him ; 
:h  he  expressed  infinite  concern,  and, 
to  the  annoyance  of  Gammon,  and 
itempt  of  his  two  bailiffs,  insisted  on 
Off  home ;  so  they  re-entered  the  park, 
rbeautifal  it  was!  its  gently andu- 
larface,  smooth,  as  if  overspread  with 
rei?6t ;  trees,  fpraat  and  small,  single 
clumps^  staodmf^  in  positions  so  pio 
le  ana  commanding ;  the  broad,  bab* 
clear  trout-stream  winding  through 
>art  of  the  park,  with  here  and  there 
ic  fall,  seen  faintly  flashing  and  glis- 
io  the  distance ;  herds  of  deer  sud- 
itaftled  amid  their  green  pastures  and 
shades,  and  moving  off  with  graceful 
id  rapidity;  here  and  there  a  rustic 
over  the  stream ;  here  an  old  stone 
placed  on  an  elevation  commanding 
(naive  prospect;  there  a  kind  of  grotto, 
vy-covered  summer-house;  then  the 
extensivcf  and  gloomy  woods,  form- 
emicircular  sweep  round  the  back  of 
U ;  all  round,  nearly  as  far  as  the  eye 
each,  land  of  every  kind  in  the  high- 
te  of  cultivation,  plentifully  stocked 
26  cattle,  and  interspersed  with  snog 
>stantial  farms. 

hia,  thought  Titmouse,  might  do  very 
'  those  who  fiincied  that  sort  of  thing ; 
^or  him^  how  the  devil  could  he  have 
•  of  leaving  his  cigars  behind  him ! 
>  he  wondered,  were  Yahoo  and  Fitz- 
^  and  quickened  his  pace  homeward, 
gammon  the  scene  they  had  been. 
'Uig  bad  made  a  profound  impression ; 
^  attention  was  now  and  then  called 
^  contemplatinff  it  by  some  ignorant 
erile  remark  of  the  proprietor  of  the 
^ain,  he  felt  a  momentary  exaspera- 
Mmself  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in 
Pulsion  of  the  Aubreys,  and  the  intro- 
^  of  such  a  creature  as  Titmouse, 
evived  certain  other  thoughts,  which 
^  into  speculations  of  a  description 
Would  have  affoided  uneasiness  even 
Httle  idiot  beside  him,  could  he  have 
*^de  aware  of  them.  Bu]t  the  cloud 
^  darkened  his  brow  was .  di$pe]led 
'Old  or  twqfnm  Thtmrnm,     "  Mr.. 


Gammon,  *pon  my  soul  you're  devilish  dull 
to-day,**  said  he.  Gammon  started ;  and 
vnth  his  winntn?  smile  and  cheerful  voice, 
instantly  replied,  "Oh,  Mr.  Titmouse,  1 
was  only  thinking  how  happy  you  are ;  and 
that  you  deserve  it!" 

••Yes ;  *pon  my  soul  it  ought  all  to  have 
been  mine  at  my  birth  %  Don't  it  tire  you, 
Mr.  Gammon,  to  walk  in  this  up-and-down, 
zigzag,  here-and-there  sort  of  way  1  It  does 
me^  *pon  my  life !  What  would  1  give  for 
a  cigar  at  this  moment !" 

The  next  day  was  the  Sabbath,  trantjuil 
and  beautiful ;  and  just  as  the  little  tinkling 
bell  of  Yatton  church  had  ceased,  Dr.  Tat- 
ham  rose,  in  his  reading-desk,  and  com- 
menced the  prayers.  The  church  was  quite 
full,  for  every  one  was  naturally  anxious  to 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  new  tenants  of  the 
squire's  pew.  It  was  empty,  however,  till 
about  five  minutes  after  the  service  had  com- 
menced, when  a  gentleman  walked  slowly 
up  to  the  church-door;  and  having  whis- 
pered an  inquiry  of  the  old  pew-owner 
which  was  the  squire's  pew,  she  led  him 
into  it— all  eyes  settled  upon  him,  and  aU 
were  struck  with  his  appearance,  his  calm, 
keen  features,  and  gipntlemanly  figure. 
•Twas,  of  bourse,  Grumraon ;  who,  with  the 
utmost  decorum  and  solemnity,  having  stood 
for  near  a  minute  with  his  hat  covenng  his 
face,  during  which  time  he  reflected  that 
Miss  Aubrey  had  sate  in  that  pew  on  the 
last  occasion  of  her  attendance  at  the  church, 
turned  round,  and  behaved  with  the  greatest 
seriousness  and  reverence  throughout  the 
service,  paying  marked  attention  to  the  ser- 
mon. Gammon  was  an  unbeliever,  but  he 
thought  Dr.  Tatham  a  very  sensible  man, 
who  was  most  probably  in  earnest ;  and  he 
felt  disposed  to  admit,  as  his  eye  glanced 
round  the  attentive  and  decent  congregation, 
that  the  sort  of  thing  was  not  without  its 
advantages.  Almost  all  present  took  him 
for  Titmouse,  and  watched  every  turn  of  his 
countenance  with  intense  interest;  and,  in 
their  simplicity,  they  rejoiced  that  Mr.  Au- 
brey's successor  was,  at  all  events,  so  grave 
and  respectable-looking  a  man;  and  they 
fancied  that  he  frequently  thouiprht  of  those 
whose  seat  he  was  occupying  with  kindness 
and  regret.  About  the  middle  of  the  service, 
the  doors  of  the  church  being  wide  open,  the  [ 
congregation  beheld  three  gentlemen  smok  ^ 
ing  cigars,  ^nd  laughing  and  talking  to*  ^ 
gether,  approaching  the  porch.  They  were  ' 
dressed  very  finely,  indeed ;  and  were  sup- 
posed to  be  some  of  the  great  friends  of  the 
new  squire.  Tliey  stopped  when  within  a 
few  jrards  of  the  church ;  and  after  whisht- 
ing  together  for  «l  tnorocwv,  otva  cS  *\«i30l^ 
having  expeWad  a  TQOu\}i\iu\  o^  %m^«i>^'<«^ 
pad  forwud  %o  th^  doot,  Vo\^ti%  VVa  <a^x 


Mi 
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uk  one  band,  and  with  the  other  taking  oiF 
bis  hat  There  was  a  faint  smirk  on  his 
face,  (f3r  he  did  not  oatcb  the  storn  connte* 
nance  of  Gammon  anxiously  directed  to- 
wards him,)  till  he  beheld  Dr.  Tatham^s 
solemn  eye  fixed  upon  him,  while  he  made 
a  momentary  pause.  Titmouse  blushed 
scarlet ;  made  a  hesitating  but  most  lospect- 


|fol  hefr;  wni^  ttopplDgbaek  a  ^'^f^ 
'  lepkuped  his  hai  on  bis  head,  and  lit  MB«i 
gar  from  that  sf  Mr.  Fils-8ii9ok«.  poAipi 
ttBcenseiovftlyf  within  tww  oi  bor  iii 
half  the  eongOMaition.  Then  the  ihne  f» 
tlemen,  after  Mr.  Titaaoaee  1^  apekei  i 
word  or  two  to  them,  baist  oat  into  nknfli 
apd  quitted  the  cfamchyagd. 


m^tt^^iummm^ttmmm^m^f. 


CHAPTER  XU. 


Aubket's  sudden  plunge  into  the  cqIq  and 
deep  stream  of  trouble,  had— the  first  shoek 
over— served,  as  it  were,  to  brace  his  merres. 
Tis  at  such  a  time,  and  on  such  an  occasion, 
that  the  temper  and  quality  of  the  soul  are 
tried;  whether  it  be  weak  in  seeming 
strength,  or  strong  in  seeming  weakness. 
How  many  are  there,  walking  with  smiling, 
complacent  confidence  along  the  flowery 
bank,  who,  if  suddenly  bidden  to  iMp  mad 
tnUr^  would  turn  pale  and  tremble  as  they 
reluctantly  prepared  to  obey  the  stem  man- 
date; and,  after  a  conYulsive  shudder,  a 
faint  shriek,  a  brief  struggle,  disappear  from 
the  surface  paralysed,  never  to  be  seen 
again !  In  such  a  point  of  view,  let  me  hope 
that  the  situation  of  Aubrey,  one  of  deep- 
ening difficulty  and  danger— -the  issue  of 
which,  hid  in  the  darkness  of  the  future,  no 
eartlily  intelligence  can  predicts— will  excite 
in  the  thou^hSul  reader  tm  anxiety  not  un- 
mingled  with  confidence. 

The  enervating  effects  of  inadimiy  upon 
the  physical  structure  and  energies  of  man- 
kind, few  can  have  failed  to  observe.  Rust 
is  more  fatal  to  metal  than  wear.  A  tho- 
rough-bred racer,  if  confined  in  stable  or 
padlock,  or  a  boxer,  bom  of  the  finest  mus- 
cular make,  if  prematurely  incarcerated  in  a 
Jail,  will,  after  a  few  years,  become  quite 
nnable  to  compete  with  those  vastly  their 
inferiors  in  natural  endowments  and  capa^ 
bilities ;  however,  they  may,  with  careful 
Inining,  be  restored  to  the  full  enjoyment 
tad  exercise  of  their  powers.  Thus  is  it 
with  the  temper  and  intellect  of  man,  which, 
•eduded  firom  the  scenes  of  appropriate 
BtUDuhis  and  exerois^  become  relaxed  and 
weakened.  What  would  have  become  of 
tb0  gloriooB  spirit  and  powers  of  Achilles, 
if  Ida  dzys  had  all  melted  away  Vn  the  Xeur 
der^  delichte^  emaveulatiiig  imn^^vitv  «xA\caiiMV9avvh^  ^^^n^XsissL  ^wHec^^ti- 


lai^fDngs  m  the  ancient  orator  concenii| 
his  art  nay  be  applied  to  It/e,  that  not  odr 
its  greatness,  bat  its  enjoyment,  consistt  n 
— iie/tMi— AonoN.     The  feeKngs,  for  ii> 
staase,  nay  become  so  morbidly  senuttw. 
as  to  give  an  appearance  of  weakness  tote 
whole  cfcaraoter;  and  this  is  likely  to  k 
specially  the  case  of  one  bom  with  feeliap 
of  superior  liveliness  and   delicacy, ifv 
moves  only  in  the  regions  of  silent  and  pr> 
found  abstraction  and  contemplation— it 
those  refined  regions  which  may  be  teroMi 
a  sort  of  paradise,  where  eyery  coneeiTiMi 
somce  of  enjoyment  is  cultivated  for  the  fo- 
tunate  and  fastidious  occupants,  to  the  voy 
uttermost,  and  all  &ose  innnmerable  this^i 
which  fret,  worry,  and  hamsa  the  terapeTf 
the  head,  and  the  heart  of  the  dwellen  ii 
the  rode  regions  of  ordinary  lifb— most  am* 
ioQSly  weeded  out;  instead  of  enteringralB 
the  throng  of  life,  and  taking  part  in  its  cos* 
stant  cares  and  conffict»— scenes  which  n- 
quire  all  his  energies  always  in  exercise,  a 
keep  his  place  and  escape  being  trodda 
under  foot.   Rely  upon  it,  thnt  the  man  wli 
feels  a  tendency  to  shrink  ^m  coIIimi 
with  Ids  fellows,  to  ran  away  with  distitf 
or  apprriiension  from  the  great  piaciieil 
business  of  life,  does  not  enjoy  eompkn 
moral  or  intellectual  health — wtll  quiddj 
contract  a  silly  conceit  and  fastidiousness,  cr 
sink  into  imbecility  and  misanthropy;  ta^ 
should  devouUy  thank  Proyidenoe  for  ti» 
occasion,  however   momentarily  startlia^ 
and  irritating,  which  stirs  him  out  of  ks 
lethargy,  his  cowardly  letfiargy,  and  sealt 
him  among  his  fellows— puts  him,  ia  i 
manner,  upon  a  course  of  training ;  upoo  u 
experienee  of  comparative  sofienng,  it  oiy 
be  of  sorrow,  requiring  the  exercise  of  pov^ 
«ca  cA  wVv^  Va  VajI  before  scarcely  Wa 
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ii^  Ufflself-— amsn;  '^ajyeyezy  inch" 

MAJf. 

**  It  is  probable,'*  says  a  very  acute  and 
powerful  writer  of  the  present  day,  Mr.  Fos- 
ter, iu  his  Essay  on  ^*  Decision  of  Charac- 
ter'*—** that  the  men  most  distinguished  for 
decision,  liave  not,  in  general,  possessed  a 
large  share  of  tenderness !  and  it  is  easy  to 
ioMigine  that  ihe  laws,  according  to  which 
our  nature  is  formed,  will  with  great  aifii- 
eulty  allow  thu  combination  of  the  refined 
•ensibilities,  with  a  hardy,  never  shrinking, 
oever  yielding  constancy.    Is  it  not  almost 
of  the  essence  of  this  constancy,  to  be  free 
from  even  the  perception  of  such  impressions 
ms  cause  a  mind,  weak  through  suscepti- 
bility, to  relax,  or  to  waver  1 — No  doubt, 
this  firmness  consists  partly  in  overcoming 
feelings— but  it  may  consist  partly^  too,  in 
not  having  them."    The  ease  I  am  contem- 
plating is  perhaps  tho  difficult,  though  by 
no  means,  t  am  persuaded,  uncommon  one 
«-«of  a  person  possessing  these  delicate  sen- 
sibilities, these  lively  feelings;  yet  with  a 
native  strength  of  character,  beneath  which, 
when  the  occasion  for  its  display  has  (ftssn 
^-^■rhen  it  is  placed  in  a  scene  of  constant 
wad  compulsory  action,  will  fidly  evince  and 
vindicate  itselL    It  is  then  **that  another 
essential  principle  of  decision  of  character," 
to  quote  from  another  part  of  the  same  essay, 
**  will  be  displayed ;  namely,  a  total  incapa- 
bility of  surrendering  to  indifference,  or  de- 
lay the  serious  determination  of  the  mind. 
A  strenuous  will  must  accompany  the  con- 
elusions  of  thought,  and  constantly  urge  the 
utmost  effort  for  their  practical  accomplish- 
ment.   The  intellect  must  be  invested,  as  it 
were^  with  a  glowing  atmosphere  of  passion, 
under  the  influence  of  which  the  cold  dic- 
tates of  reason  take  fire,  and  spring  into 
active  powers." 

There  is,  indeed,  nothing  like  throwing  a 
man  of  the  description  we  are  considering 
apon  his  own  resources,  and  compelling 
liini  to  exertion.  Listen,  ye  languid  and 
often  gjihed  victims  of  indolence  and  ennm, 
lo  the  noble  language  of  one  gified  with  as 
gieai  powers  as  perhaps  were  ever  vouch- 
lafed  to  roan — Edmund  Burke ! 

^  DiFficuLTv  is  a  severe  instructor,  set 
9Ter  as  by  the  supreme  ordinance  of  a  pa- 
lental  Guardian  and  Legislator,  who  knows 
OS  better  than  we  know  ourselves,  as  he 
loves  us  better  too.  Fattr  ijou  eolendi^  haud 
factlem  esse  viam  voluii.  He  that  wrestles 
irith  us,  strengthens  our  nerves  and  sharp- 
ens our  skill;  our  antagonist  is  our  helper. 
Jliis  amicable  contest  with  difficulty,  ob- 
liges us  to  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
oor  object,  and  eompels  us  to  consider  it  in 
all  its  relations;  it  wUl  not  suffer  us  to  be 
maper£eial* " 


The  man  whose  disposition  is  one  of 
sterling  excellence,  despite  the  few  foibles 
which  It  may  have  contracted  in  compara- 
tive solitude  and  inactivity,  when  he  is  com- 
pelled to  mix  indiscriminately  with  the  great 
family  of  man,  oh,  how  patient  and  tolerant 
becomes  he  of  the  weakness  of  others,  when 
thus  <^>nstantly  reminded  of,  ^id  made  to 
feel,  his  own !  Oh,  how  pitiful !  how  very 
pitiful  is  he! — ^how  his  heart  yearns  and 
overflows  with  love,  and  mercy,  and  charily 
towards  his  species,  indimdually — whose 
eye  looks  on  their  grievous  privations,  their 
oAen  incurable  distress  ana  miser)' ! — and 
who  penetrates  even  to  (hese  deserted  quar- 
ters— 

**  WhffTt  hop«l«M  angflffh  ponrt  hor  moan, 
Aji4  lonely  wast  r«tir€s  to  die !" 

It  may  be  that  some  of  the  preceding  ob- 
servations are  applicable  to  many  individuals 
of  the  purest  and  most  amiable  characters, 
and  powerful  and  cultivated  intellects,  in  the 
higher  classes  of  society,  whose  affluence 
exempts  them  from  the  necessity  of  actively 
intermii^ling  with  the  concerns  of  life,  and 
fe/iling  the  consciousness  of  ii>dividual  re- 
sponsiDility,  of  having  a  personal  necessity 
for  anxious  caro  and  exertion.  A  position 
of  real  precaxiousness  and  danger,  is  that 
which  is  requisite  for  developing  the  ener- 
gies of  a  man  of  high  moral  and  intellectual 
character,  as  it  will  expose  to  destruction 
one  of  a  contrary  description.  I  have  en- 
deavoured, in  previous  portions  of  this  his- 
tory, to  delineate  faithfully  the  character  of 
Mr.  Aubrey — one  (how  idle  and  childish 
would  have  been  the  attempt  !^  by  no  means 
perfeety  yet  with  very  high  qualities';  a  noble 
simplicity,  generous,  confiding,  sincere,  af- 
fectionate ;  possessing  a  profound  sense  of 
religion,  really  influencing  hit  conduct  in 
life;  an  intellect  of  a  superior  order,  of  a 
practical  turn,  of  a  masculine  strength, — as 
had  been  evidenced  by  his  successful  aca- 
demical career,  his  thorough  mastery  of 
some  of  the  most  important  and  difficult 
branches  of  human  knowledge,  and  by  his 
superior  aptitude  for  public  business.  He 
was  at  the  same  time  possessed  of  a  sensi- 
bility that  was  certainly  excessive.  He  had 
a  morbid  tendency  to  pensiveness,  if  not 
melancholy,  which,  with  a  feeble  i)Ay«tcai 
constitution,  was  partly  derived  from  his 
mother,  and  partly  accounted  for  by  the 
sp^ies  of  life  which  he  had  led.  From  his 
early  youth  he  had  been  addicted  to  close 
and  severe  study,  which  had  given  perma- 
nence and  strength  to  his  naturally  eontem- 
piative  turn.  Permit  me  also  to  observe, 
that  he  had  not,  moreovei,  vsVvVvVa^  td»xl^  vA 
his  means  and  staitioTv,  csvXftT^^^  v»"^  "^^  "^^ 
dawn  and  bloom  oi  m^uiKwA^  m^^^  ^^ 
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course  of  dissipation  which  is  a  sure  and 
speedy  means  of  destroying  "  the  freshness 
of  thought  and  of  feeling,  and  inducing  a 
lowered  tone  of  feeling,  and  a  callousness 
which  some  consider  necessary  to  enable 
them  to  pass  through  life  easily  and  agree- 
ably. He,  on  the  contrary,  had  stepped  out 
of  the  glooiti  and  solitude  of  the  cloister  into 
the  pure  and  peaceful  region  of.  domestic 
life,  with  all  its  hallowea  and  unutterable 
tendernesses,  where  the  affections  grew  lux- 
uriantly; in  the  constant  society  of  such 
women  as  his  mother,  his  sister,  his  wife, 
and,  latterly,  his  lovely  children.  Then  he 
Mras  possessed,  all  this  while,  of  a  fine  for- 
tune— one  which  placed  him  far  beyond  the 
necessity  for  anxiety  or  exertion.  With 
such  tastes  as  these,  such  a  temperament  as 
his,  and  leading  such  a  life  as  his,  is  it  sur- 
prising that  the  tone  of  his  feeling^  should 
have  become  somewhat  relaxed  1  The  three 
or  four  years  which  he  had  spent  in  parlia- 
ment, when  he  plunged  into  its  fierce  and 
absorbing  excitement  with  characteristic 
ardour  and  determination,  though  calculated 
to  sharpen  the  faculties,  and  draw  forth  the 
resources  of  his  intellect,  subjected  hini  to 
those  alternations  of  excitement  and  depres- 
sion, those  extremes  of  action  and  re-action, 
which  were  not  calculated  to  correct  his 
morbid  tendencies.  Therefore  there  came 
up  to  him  a  messenger  from  Heaven,  with 
trouble  and  affliction  in  his  countenance, 
telling  him  to  descend  from  the  happy  soli- 
tude of  his  high  mountain,  into  the  dismal 
hubbub  and  conflict  in  the  plain  beneath. 
He  came  down  with  humility  and  awe,  and 
with  reverent  resignation ;  and  was  instantly 
surrounded. 

A  weak  man  would  have  been  confused 
and  stunned,  and  so  sunk  helpless  into  the 
leaden  arms  of  despair.  But  it  was  not  so 
with  Aubre)^  There  was  that  dormant  ener- 
gy within,  which,  when  appealed  to,  quickly 
shook  off  the  weakness  contracted  by  inac- 
tion, and  told  him  to  be  up  and  doing ;  and 
Hiat,  not  with  the  fitful  energy  of  mere  im- 
pulse, but  the  constant  strength  of  a  well- 
reflated  mind,  conscious  of  its  critical  po- 
sition; and  also  of  a  calm,  inflexible  deter- 
mination to  vanquish  difficulty,  and  escape 
the  inmiinent  Ganger,  however  long  and 
doubtful  might  prove  the  conflict.  Above 
all,  he  was  consoled  and  blessed  by  the  con- 
viction, that  nothing  could  befall  him  that 
was  not  the  ordination  of  Providence, 
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ttipremely  wise. 


Alike  in  wbat  it  givei,  and  wb«t  dtDies  ;'* 

fAat  7//S  w-as  the  ordering  of  the  sunshine  ^^^    

and  the  ^toom,  the  tempest  and  tV\e  ctAm  ot  \  \\vw^\«t\\\^^  vKc  aspect  of  tiie^metropoliSi 
//e.     This   was — this   is— as  l\\e  V\\iTft\Ae\^\\o^^^\w«.^  o\A"^\t\A^%^ 
trn'ter  of  these  pagf»  ("who  has  had  in  Vv\v  vi\\^ vj\»x  l^\w^^  0,1  ^Y^\««i\^sa^-jdx«5i^ 


time  his  measure  of  anxiety  zhd  afilidioi^) 
has  in  his  soul  a  profound  and  intimate  per- 
suasion and  conviction  of — the  only  souite 
of  real  fortitude  and  resignation,  amidst  iIm 
perplexities,  and  afflictions,  and  dasgm 
of  life.  Depend  upon  it,  a  secret  asd 
scarce-acknowledged  disbelief,  or  at  least 
doubt  and  distrust  of  the  very  existence  of 
God,  and  of  his  government  of  the  worid— 

HIS  REAL   PRESOCK  A«D  INTERFERrNCl  wtt 

the  men  and  the  things  of  the  world— Iks 
at  the  bottom  of  almost  all  impatipnce  and 
despair  under  adverse  circomstances.  How 
can  he  be  impatient,  or  des^pairing,  who  l«- 
lieves  not  only  the  existence  of  God,  and  bis 
moral  government  of  the  world,  but  that  He 
has  mercifully  vouchsafed  to  reveal  and  dfr 
clare  expressly  that  the  infliction  of  9d[et' 
ing  and  sorrow  is  directly  from  HimscM; 
and  designed  solely  for  the  advantage  of  his 
creatures  1  *«  If  ye  endure  chastening,  God 
dealeth  with  you  as  wirti  sons;  for  win! 
son  is  he  whom  the  father  cbasteneth  not? 
We  have  had  fathers  of  our  flesh  which  c<8>- 
recta^us,  and  w©  gave  them  reverence: 
shal^e  not  much  rather  be  in  8ubiecti«Q 
unto  the  Father  of  spirits,  and  live!  For 
they  verily  for  a  few  days  chastened  us  zha 
their  own  pleasnre ;  but  he  for  our  proft 
that  we  might  be  partakers  of  his  hdmea. 
Now,  no  chastening  for  the  present  seemedi 
to  be  joyous,  but  grieTous:  nevertheless, 
afterwards,  it  yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruit  of 
righteousness,  unto  them  which  are  exo^ 
cised  thereby.  Wherefore,  lifl  up  the  hands 
which  hang  down,  and  the  feeble  knees." 
While  thus  benignantly  teacheth  the  voice 
of  God,  thought  Aubrey,  shall  I  rather  in- 
cline mine  ear  to  the  blighting  whisper  of 
the  Evil  One — a  liar^  and  the  father  <f  a  4e, 
who  would  fain  that  I  should  become  afr^ 
saying  within  my  hearty  there  ia  no  God—ot, 
if  I  cannot  believe  that  there  is  one,  provok* 
ing  me  to  charge  Him  foolishly,  to  cune  Bm 
and  die?  Not  so,  however,  had  Aubref 
read  the  Scriptures — not  so  had  he  leaned 
the  Christian  reliaion. 

The  last  time  that  we  caught  a  glimpse  of 
the  ruined  family  of  the  Aubreys,  they  had 
arrived  nearly  at  the  end  of  their  long  and 
melancholy  journey  from  Yatton  to  the  ne- 
tropolis.  When  before  had  such  been  the 
character  of  their  journey  to  town  ?  Had 
they  not  ever  looked  forward  with  pleasure 
towards  the  brilliant  gayeties  of  the  season; 
their  rc-union  with  an  extensive  and  splendid 
circle  of  friends— and  he  to  the  delightfol 
excitement  of  political  life — ^the  opening  of 
the  parliamentary  campaign!  Alas,  wm 
changed  now  all   this !    how  gloomy  and 
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tndefinite  appTehension— -did  tiiey  now  ap- 

g roach  it :  their  spirits  heavy,  their  hearts 
leedin^  with  their  recent  severance  from 
YattonT  And  distress,  desertion,  dismay, 
seemed  associated  with  the  formidahle  name 
of  •*  London."  They  had  now  no  place  of 
their  own  awaiting,  thoroughly  prepared  for 
them,  their  welcome  arrival— 4>ut  must  drive 
to  some  quiet  and  unezpessive  family  hotel 
for  temporary  shelter.  As  their  eyes  caught 
familiar  point  after  point  in  their  route 
through  the  suburbs — ^now  passed  at  a 
moderate  pace,  with  a  modest  pair  of  horses ; 
formerly  dashed  through  by  them  in  their 
carriage  and  four — ^there  were  very  few 
words  spoken  by  those  within  the  carriage. 
Both  the  children  were  fast  asleep.  Poor 
Kate,  as  they  entered  Piccadilly,  burst  into 
tears :  her  pent-up  feelings  suddenly  gave 
way,  and  she  cried  heartily;  Mrs.  Aubrey 
also  shedding  tears.  Mr.  Aubrey  was  calm, 
but  evidently  oppressed  with  profound  anx- 
iety. Still  he  affectionately  grasped  their 
hands,  and,  in  something  designed  for  a 
cheerful  tone  and  manner,  oesought  them  to 
"restrain  their  feelings,  and  thank  Weaven 
that  so  far  they  had  got  on  safely. 

**  1  shall  be  better  presently,  Charles,'* 
said  Miss  Aubrey,  passionately,  buiytng  her 
face  in  her  handkerchief,  ^  but  I  feel  quite 
t^raid  of  London.** 

Over  the  pavement  they  rattled,  meeting 
carriages  rolling  in  all  directions— for  it  was 
about  the  dinner  hour,  and  in  the  height  of 
the  season ;  and  it  was  the  casual  but  vivid 
evidence  thus  afforded  of  their  desolate  posi- 
tion, this  sudden  glimpse  of  old  familiar 
scenes,  which  had  momentarily  overcome 
the  fortitude  of  Miss  Aubrey.  They  drove 
to  a  quiet  family  hotel  in  a  retired  street 
running  parallel  with  Piccadilly ;  they  were 
all  weaned,  both  in  mind  and  body,  and 
sfler  a  very  slight  repast,  and  much  anxious 
and  desponding  conversation,  they  bade 
each  other  affectionate  adieus,  and  retired  to 
rest.  They  rose  in  the  morning  refreshed 
with  repose,  and  in  a  much  more  tranquil 
mood  of  mind  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected. 

*•  Now  we  enter,**  said  Aubrey,  with  a 
cheerful  smile,  "upon  the  real  business  of 
life:  80  we  must  discard  sentiment — ^we 
mnst  not  think  of  the  past,  but  the  future.'* 

At  their  request,  they,  shortly  after  break- 
fast, accompanied  him  to  the  house  a^^nt, 
who  had  been  commissioned  by  Mr.  Kun- 
ntngton  to  look  out  two  or  three  residences, 
such  as,  on  their  anival  in  town,  they  might 
Msily  select  from.  One  was  particularly 
recommended  to  them ;  and,  aner  due  in- 
quiry, within  three  days  after  their  arrival 
In  town,  ihey  engaged  it  Tiww  a  small, 
mt  eanrenient,  ^uy,Mad  otfmibrtsible  haase, 
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within  Hve  mfamtas*  walk  of  I^rda  Ptric, 

and   situated  io  Vivian   Streets— a  ffeeent 
street— and  as  quiet  and  rettred  as  they  ooold 
have  wished.    The  rent,  too,  was  modorale 
— fifty  pounds  a  year.    Though  none  of  tie 
houses  in  the  street  were  hu^  they  were 
all  stricdy  private  residences,  and  bid  an 
air  of  thorough  respectability.  .Mr.  Aahrey's 
house  had  but  one  window  to  the  dining- 
room,  and  two  to  the  drawing-room.    Tlie 
passage  and  scairoase  were  suilieiently  oqhh 
moaious,  as  were  the  rooms.    At  the  baok 
of  the  house  was  a  small  flturden,  aboat 
twenty  yards  in  length,  and  a&outten  yards 
in  width,  with  several  lUaes,  laburnums, 
and  shrubs;  and  a  eonsid^rable  portion  of 
the  wall  was  eoveiad  witht  ivy.    Was  not 
this  a  delightful  plaoe  for  the  children  to 
play  about  in  1    The  back  parlour,  a  some^ 
what  small  room  certainly,  looked  into  this 
garden ;  and  that  room  was  at  once  appto- 
priated  to  a  stody  for  Mr.  Aubrey.    Within 
a  week's  tiine,  all  their  luggage,  fanatars, 
&c.,  had  arrived  in  town  from  Yatton ;  and 
they  had  quite  sufficient  to  furnish  their  Ut- 
tle  residence  out  of  the  wreck  of  the  furni- 
ture and  equipments  of  the  old  ifall— 
adapted,  as  it  was,  under  the  tastefiil  snper- 
intendence  of  Mrs.  and  Miss  Aubrey,  wlOi 
equal  regard  to  elegance,  simplicity,  and 
economy.    How  busy  "were  they  aU  for  a 
fortnight !    Many  and  many  an  irrepaessihla 
sigh,  and  rebellious  tear,  wonld  ike  sight 
or  these  old  fanttliar  objects,  in  llieiir  nvw 
situation,  occasion  there !    Some  half-dossn 
family  pictures  hmig  upon  the  wall.    Over 
the  mantelpiece  was  suspended  a  nieoe  of 
beautiful   etabroidery— by  poor  old  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  many  years  befors-^f  the  asms  of 
the  family.    In  the  dining-n>oin  was  the  old 
high-backed  chair  in  which  she  had  sate  ipr 
twenty  years  and  more.    In  the  drawing- 
room  was  Miss  Aubrey's  favourite  oabln^t, 
and  Mre.  Aubrey's  piano;  and  in  both  the 
rooms  were  to  be  seen  everywhere  the  deli- 
cate traces  of  dear,  dear,  graceful,  and  ele- 
gant ioof)Mir»— touohinflr   nothinff  that  aha 
adorns  not !    What  with  the  siUc  curtainSt 
and  a  carpet  of  simple  but  tasteful  paMem, 
and  the  various  articles  of  famttofo  and 
ornament,  all  possessing  a  kind  of  old  fitmify 
otTw^U  £rom  Vatton,  I  declaie  there  was  a 
kind  of  richness  aboat  the  geneial  aspect  af 
the  room ;  and  when  Mrs.  Anbfsjf  and  Mtsa 
Aubrey  came  to  fetch  Mr.  Aubray  oat  of  his 
study  to  witness  the  completion  of  tfamr 
labours,  he  graasd  ronnd  him,  laoksd  at  each 
object,  and  ttien  at  the  two  dear,  fond  Mnga 
beside  him,  awaiting  his  opinion  with  wo- 
manly eagerness ;  hut  he  could  not  ezprass 
his  feelings.    Ha  %\saoi  ew^^c^  ^qbl^'vir^ 
tenderly,  and  tn  wXtmca^axA  Vtv«ti  'iaas^  ^^wli% 
a  little  oyeicntta.    Hvavltm^i^^^^^^^^i^^ 
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rjffffig  ^^^^^1^  with  ike  tiTBiigemeiits,  which, 
y^  jjii%  ^  oontemplatsd,  he  had  now  fixed 
/^  opon ;  It  would  be  perpetually  callinff  their 
atteation  to  the  contrast  between  former 
days  and  scenes,  and  the  present ;  it  would 
distuib  their  feelings,  and  might,  moreover, 
snbject  them  to  kind  and  generous  impor- 
tunities and  Qffigi;8,  which,  however  delicate, 
would  be  exquisitely  painful  and  trying  to 
an  honourable  pride.  But  it  is  time  that  I 
should  proceed  to  g^ive  a  more  particular 
account  of  the  position,  the  personal  feel- 
ings, and  purposes  and  prospects  of  Mr. 
Aubrey. 

From  the  moment  when  Aubrey  received 
the  first  intimation  of.  the  desperate  assault 
about  to  be  made  upon  his  fortunes,  he  felt 
a  conviction,  whether  arising  from  weak- 
ness, or  superstition,  or  any  other  cause,  it 
concerns  me  not  here  to  say — ^that  the  issue 
would  be  a  disastrous  one  for  him;  and, 
the  first  alarm  and  confusion  over,  with 
serious  calmness,  with  deep  anxiety,  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  determination  of  his 
Aiture  course  of  life.  A  man  of  his  refined 
taste  and  feeling  would  inevitably  appreciate 
esnuisitely — ^with  a  most  agonizing  intensity 
— 41ie  loss  of  all  those  superior  enjoyments— 
the  deUeim  of  lif&--to  which  he  had  been  from 
his  birth  accustomed.  Semper  enim  delicate 
at  moUiter  vitiU  I  speak  not  here  of  the 
mere  exterior  **  appliances  and  means'*  of 
wealth  and  station,  but  of  the  fastidious  and 
•ensitive  condition  of  J^eelin^  and  temper, 
which  such  a  state  of  thiri^  is  calculated  to 
engender  in  a  person  of  his  description.  He 
eould  part  with  the  one ;  but  how  could  he 
divest  himself  of  the  other  t  Even  had  he 
been  alone  in  the  world,  and  not  surrounded 
with  objects  of  the  tenderest  regard,  whoso 
s^ety  or  ruin  was  involved  in  his  own — 
one.of  the  results  of  his  opponent's  success 
-—namely,  his  claim  to  the  mesne  profits- 
was  calculated  to  fetter  all  his  movements 
— io  hang  like  a  millstone  round  his  neck ; 
and  that  effect,  indeed,  it  had.  Still  he 
played  the  man — ^resolved  to  act  promptly, 
and  with  the  best  consideration  he  could 
give  his  critical  position.  He  had  not  yet 
reached  the  prime  of  life ;  had  a  fair  share 
of  health ;  had  heen  blessed  with  the  in- 
eattmable  advantages  of  a  thorough — a  first- 
rale  education — and,  above  all,  had  follow- 
ed out  his  early  advantages  by  laborious 
and  systematic  study;  and  had  not  only 
made  accurate,  extensive,  and  valuable  ac- 
quisitions, but  learned  how  to  use  them— to 
torn  them  to  practical  account.  What  would, 
be  thought,  nave  become  of  him,  had  be- 
er thoae  hefofe  him — neglected  his  educa- 
tion 1  Hien  he  had  acquired  a  considerable 
fiuniiiaxity  with  business-habits,  in  the 
llaoae  ofCommoDB;  and  had  /Hends  and 


connexions,  who  mi|^t  be  of  essential  saiw 
vice  to  him,  if  he  could  but  first  succeed  in 
acquiring  a  position  that  would  enable  him 
to  avail  nimself  of  them.    Surely  all  then 
were  cheering  considerations;  subject,  how- 
ever, always  to  the  dreadful  drawback  to 
which  I  have  alluded.    Had  he  not  even 
advantages  superior  to  those  possessed  by 
many  in  entering  upon  some  one  of  the 
scenes  of  honourable  struggle  for  a  liveli- 
hood, and  for  even  distinction  1  He  survey- 
ed them  all  with  much  deliberation.    The 
army  and  navy  were  of  course  out  of  the 
question.     There  was  the  church. '  but  no 
— ^his  soul  recoiled  from  the  deffradation 
and  guilt  of  entering  that  holy  calling  from 
mercenary  motives,  merelV  as  a  means  of 
acquiring  a  livelihood ;  and  he  would  rather 
have  penshed,  than  to  prefer  the  prayer  of 
one  whose  lamentable  case  is  left  on  record 
—who  came  and  crouched  for  apieu  of  silver 
and  a  morsel  of  bread,  saying,  put  me,  I  pray 
thee,  into  one  of  the  priesCs  ofiees,  that  I  may 
eat  a  piece  rf  oread*    A  personage  of  very 
high  distinction  in  the  cn^rcb— of  eminent 
pie^  and  learning— who  was  aware  of  the 
misfortunes  of  Aubrey,  and  well  acquainted 
with  his  pure  and  exemplary  character — ^bis 
leamingr  and  acquirements— his  fitness  for 
the  mimsterial  office— wrote  to  him,  oflfer- 
ing  him  every  facility  for  taking  orders,  and 
assuring  him  that  he  need  not  wait  long  bd- 
fore  very  suitable  provision  would  be  made 
for  him.    Though  he  assured  Mr.  Aubrey 
that  he  believed  himself  consulting  the  best 
interests,  both  of  Mr.  Aubrey  and  of  the 
church — the  scruples  of  Mr.  Aubrey  were 
not  to  be  overcome;  and  he  wrote  to  the 
kind  and  venerable  prelate,  a  letter  declin* 
ing  his  offers,  and  assigning  reasons  which 
filled  him  with  profound  respect  for  Mr. 
Aubrey.    Then  tne  literature,  for  which, — 
for  real  substantial  literature— he  possessifd 
superior  qualifications,  was  proverbially  pre- 
carious. As  for  teaching^-^e  felt  quite  unfit 
for  it ;  he  had  not  the  least  inclination  for 
it;  Hwas  a  cheerless  scene  of  exertion;  in 
which,  as  it  were,  he  felt  hb  energies 
perishing  in  the  using.    The  Bar  was  the 
profession  to  which  his  tastes  and  inclinar 
tions,  and,  he  hoped,  his  qualificationa, 
pointed  him.  One  of  the  first  Uimm  he  did« 
on  reaching  London,  was  to  apply  for  in 
formation  to  one  consummately  qualified  to 
guide  him  in  the  matter.    He  wrote  to  the 
attorney-general,  soliciting  an  interview  at 
his  chainber  upon  the  subject  jof  entering 
the  profession;  and  received  an  'mmediale 
answer  appointing  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday 
on  which  day  the  attorney-general  expect 
ed  to  be  free  from  public  en^jai^xneoSo^ 
Precisely  at  ^at  \iCK«,'Wi.  K^ws  «c»kw^ 
the  cbaniben  o^  tfck^^t  d\ft>an!^vit«A  \«cwsi^ 
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QuirV}  Gammon,  and  Snap;  tbeae  are  the 
people,  eh  t*^  Mr.  Aubrey  nodded.  '*  Old 
Quirk  is  a  stabhom  old  wooden-headed  fel- 
low—an old  hedgehog !  Egad !  that  man's 
compounded  more  felonies,  the  old  scamp, 
than  any  man  in  England !  I  should  like  to 
haye  him  in  the  witness-box  for  a  couple  of 
hours,  or  so !  I  think  Fd  tickle  him  a  little,'' 
skid  the  attorney-general,  with  a  hitter 
smile !  '^They  say  he's  a  confidential  ad- 
Tiser  to  a  sort  ofi  Thieves'  Association.  But 
there's  Gammon :  I've  had  several  things  to 
do  with  him.  He  is  a  superior  man,  thai 
Gammon;  a  very  superior  man.  A  keen 
dog !  I  recollect  him  being  principal  witness 
in  a  cause  when  I  was  for  the  plaintiff;  and 
he  completely  baffled  Subtle— ah,  hk,  and 
well  I  recollect  it! — Subtle  lost  his  temper 
at  last,  because  he  couldn't  make  Gammon 
lose  kuf  Ah,  how  cleverly  the  fellow 
twisted  and  turned  with  Sub&e  for  nearly 
an  hour!  ah,  ha— Subtle  looked  so  cha- 
grined ! — ^HaTe  you  seen  Mr.  Gammon  t" 

**  No,  I've  had  no  occasion.'* 

**  He  has  a  pleasinfi^,  gentlemanlike  ap- 
pearance; rather  a  striking  face.  He*8  the 
man  you'll  have  to  deal  with  in  any  nego- 
tiations on  the  subject  I  named.  You  must 
mind  what  you're  about  with  him.  You 
mustn't  think  me  intrusive,  Aubrey ;  but, 
have  they  sent  in  their  bill  yetV 

Mr.  Aubrey  involuntarily  shuddered,  as 
he  answered  in  the  negative. 

**  I'd  give  a  trifle  to  Know  how  the  plague 
•uch  people  ever  came  to  be  concemea  in 
such  a  case.  Tis  quite  out  of  their  way— - 
which  is  in  the  criminal  line  of  business ! 
They'll  make  their  client  pay  for  it  through 
the  nose,  I  warrant  him !— By  the  way,  what 
an  inconceivable  ridiculous  little  ass  that 
Titmouse  is— I  saw  him  in  court  at  York. 
If  he'd  only  go  on  the  stage,  and  act  tio- 
turaliy,  he'd  make  liis  fortune  as  a  fool !"— - 
Mr.  Aubrey  faintly  smiled  at  this  sally ;  but 
the  topics  which  the  attorney-general  had 
Just  before  touched  upon,  had  not  a  little 
oppressed  his  spirits. 

'*As  this  is  comparatively  an  idle  day 
with  me,"  said  the  attorney-general,  ^'  and 
I've  got  ten  minutes  more  at  your  service- 
suppose  I  go  with  you  at  once — nothing  like 
the  present  moment— to  Mr.  Weasel's  t" 

"1  am  greatly  obliged  to  you,"  replied 
Aubrey — and  both  rose  to  go.  "Say,  I 
shall  be  back  in  a  few  minutes,"  said  the 
attorney-general,  in  answer  to  his  clerk,  who 
reminded  him,  as  he  passed  the  clerk's 
door,  tJiat  Mr.  Serjeant  Squelch  and  Mr. 


exclaiming  with  flippapt  familiarity — '*  Hov 
do  you  do,  Mr.  Attorney  1 — Coming  to  year 
chambers — you  don't  forget  1— Uonsolta- 
tion— ehl" 

"  I  perfectly  recollect  it,  Mr.  Patty,  I 
shall  return  presently"— replied  the  attov> 
ney-general,  somewhat  stiffly,  and  passed 
on,  arm-in-arm  with  Mr.  Aubrey. 

"Now,  that  forward  little  imp's  namei 
Aubrey,  is  Putty.  He  was  a  glazier  hj 
trade ;  but  just  as  he  finished  his  apprentice- 
ship, an  uncle  left  him  a  few  hundred 
pounds,  with  which — would  yoa  believe 
itl — nothing  would  suit  him,  but  coming 
to  the  bar — ah,  ha !— The  fellow's  creeping 
into  a  little  business,  positively !  They  say 
he  has  a  cousin  who  is  one  of  the  offioeis 
to  the  sherififof  Middlesex,  and  puts  a  good 
many  little  things  in  his  way !  He's  my 
junior  in  a  criminal  information  a^nst  a 
newspaper,  for  charging  his  father-in-law-* 
a  baker,  who  supplies  some  workhouse  with 
bread— with  maxing  it  of  only  one-thiid 
flour,  one-third  rye,  and  the  remainder  sav^ 
dust— ah,  ha,  ha ! — I  dared  hardly  look  tC 
the  judges  when  I  moved  the  Rule  Nisi, 
for  rear  of  laughing !  This  is  the  ease  ia 
which  we're  going  to  have  the  oonsultatios 
he  spoke  of— but  here's  Mr.  Weasel's." 
They  mounted  a  narrow,  dingy^ookisg, 
well-worn  staircase— and  on  the  first  flooi^ 
beheld  "Mr.  Weasel"  painted  oTer  tht 
door.  On  the  attoroey-freneral  knocking 
as  soon  as  his  clear  silvery  voice  was  hesn 
^king  for  Mr.  Weasel,  and  his  dignified 
figure  had  been  recognised  by  the  cleik, 
who  had  one  pen  in  his  mouth,  and  andha 
behind  his  ear — that  humble  functiooaiy 
suddenly  bent  Iftmself  almost  double  ihiet 
or  four  times ;  and  with  fluttered  obseqaloas- 
ness  assured  the  great  man  that  Mr.  Weasd 
was  quite  at  liberty.  The  next  moment  tht 
attorney-general  and  Mr.  Aubrey  was  intro' 
duced  into  Mr.  Weasel's  rooov— a  smaO 
dusky  room,  wretchedly  furnished,  the  walli 
lined  with  book-shelves,  well  fillrd  sn< 
the  table  at  which  he  was  writing,  sad  t 
chair  on  each  side  of  him,  eoTered  ^itk  drift 
paper,  which  he  was  covering  at  a  pro» 
digious  rate.  He  was,  in  fact,  drawisf  a 
"  declaration"  in  an  action  for  a  breath  tf 
promise  of  marriage ;  (taking  a  ha^ty  pinoi 
of  fiery  Welch  snuff  every  three  minutsi;) 
and  bis  task  was  rendered  very  difficult,  by 
the  strange  conduct  of  the  defendanW— sorely 
the  most  fickle  of  mankind  —who,  with  as 
extraordinary  inconsistency,  not  koowiaf 
his  own  mind  for  a  day  together,  had  pr^ 
mised  to  marry  Miss  .M^Squint,  the  hesit* 


Putty  would  he  there  in  a  moment  ox  two's  ^  ^ » 

one*    A8  tbej  crossed  the  court — ^^HoYf\\)iQV<eik\k\vv\\>i^>  |»»t^^^  within  a  ressoaaUt 
do  yoa  do,  Mr.  Putty  1"  said  the  aX\orixft^.\\:mtt\tw«mdK|>wi%^B.N^\7s^x\k^^ 
ffBoenlf  with  lofty  eivillty  to  a  ttnnnvivtt\\^^  iefc.DA^iv'C^  x^xw^  U^s».  ^^  ^fsti&wa^v 
iitt/s  coDMent  peraonage  w^o  met  \iim,\  JowrlKl)|,oTiSi4»  ekft^^^  ^\.\»^  ViSwa^v^ 
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•f  which  eyents  were  averred  to  have  taken 
place ;)  fiflhlyy  when  the  defendant  should 
Iiave  cut  nis  wise  teeth ;  (which  it  was 
averred  he  had,)  and,  lastly,  on  ^'  being  r«- 
qtteiUtT''  by  the  lady — which  it  was  averred 
she  had  done,  and  in  the  most  precise  and 
positive  manner,  had  been  readi/  and  willing^ 
and  then  (what  will  the  ladies  say  1)  ien- 
dered  and  offered  herself  to  metrry  the  said 
drfendanif  who  had  then  wholly  neglected 
and  refused  ^*  to  do  any  such  thing.'*^  One 
notable  peculiarity  of  the  case  was,  that  all 
these  promises  had  been  made,  and  all  these 
events  had  transpired  in  one  particular 
plac&— and*  that  rather  an  odd  one,  viz.,  in 
**  the  parish  of  Si.  Mary  Le  Bow^  in  the  ward 
^  Oieap^  in  the  city  jf  London**^  If  you 
bad  been  better  acquainted  with  Mr.  Wea- 
sePs  associations  and  mode  of  doing  busi- 
ness, you  would  have  discovered  that  in 
his  imagination,  all  the  occurrences  of  life 
took  place  at  the  same  spot !  But  to  return — 
thua  was  Mr.  Weasel  engaged  when  they 
entered.  He  was  a  bachelor,  upwards  of 
forty  :  was  of  spare  make,  of  low  stature, 
had  a  thin,  shaip,  sallow  face;  there  was 
an  appearance  about  the  eyes  as  if  they  were 
half-blinded  with  being  incessantly  directed 
to  white  paper;  he  had  a  furrowed  forehead, 
a  small  pursed-up  mouth— one  hardly  knew 
why,  but  really  there  was  something  about 
his  look  that  instantly  suggested  to  you  the 
image  of  the  creature  whose  name  he  bore. 
He  was  a  ravenous  lawyer,  darting  at  the 
point  and  pith  of  every  case  he  was  con- 
cerned in,  and  sticking  to  it — just  as  would 
his  bloodthirsty  namesake  at  the  neck  of  a 
rabbit.  In  law  he  lived,  moved,  and  had  his 
being.  In  his  dreams  he  was  everlastingly 
spinning  out  pleadings  which  he  never  could 
understand,  and  hunting  for  cases  which  he 
could  not  discover.  In  the  daytime,  how- 
ever, he  was  more  successful.  In  fact, 
every  thing  he  saw,  heard,  or  read  of— 
wherever  he  was,  whatever  he  was  doing, 
suggested  to  bim  Questions  of  law  that 
might  arise  out  or  it.  At  his  sister's 
wading  (whither  he  had  not  g^ne  with- 
out reluctance)  he  got  into  a  wrangle  with 
the  bridegroom,  on  a  question  started  by 
himself,  whether  an  infant  was  liable  for 
goods  supplied  to  bis  wife  before  mar- 
riage; at  his  grandmother's  funeral  he 
got  into  an  intricate  discussion  with  a 
proctor  about  bona  notahiHa^  with  reference 
to  a  pair  of  horn  spectaclefr.  which  the  vene*- 
rable  deceased  hao  left  behind  her  in  Scot- 
land, and  a  poodle  in  the  Isle  of  Man ;  and 
at  church,  the  reading  of  the  parable  of  the 
unjust  ateward  set  bis  devout,  ingenious,  and 
fertilo  mind  at  work  for  the  remainder  of 
ihe  aervicH,  as  to  the  modes  of  stathig  the 
noW'OrdajB'  a/piimt  Ae.  oSSndef^  uiid 


whether  it  would  be  more  adTisable  to  pvo« 
ceed  civilly  or  criminally ;  and,  if  the  former^ 
at  law  or  m  equity.  He  was  a  hard-headsd 
man ;  very  clear,  and  acute,  and  accurate  in 
his  legal  knowledge;  every  other  sort  of 
knowledge  he  despised,  if,  indeed,  be  had 
more  than  the  faintest  hearsay  knowledge 
of  its  existence.  He  was  a  Cambridge 
man ;  and  there  had  read  nothing  but  rnatM- 
matics,  in  which  he  had  made  a  decent 
fi^rure.  As  soon  as  he  had  taken  his  degreet 
he  minted  to  the  Temple,  where  he  had 
ever  since  continued  engaged  hi  the  study, 
and  then  the  successful  practice  <^  the  law^ 
as  a  special  pleader  under  the  bar.  He  had 
a  very  large  business,  which  be  got  through 
ably  and  rapidly.  He  scarcely  ever  weni' 
into  society ;  whei^as  was  seldom  the  case) 
he  ventured  out  for  a  walk^  he  went  (mnU 
tering  to  himself)  at  a  postman's  pace,  to  get 
the  greatest  quantity  of  exemsey  in  toe 
smallest  space  of  time.  He  was  not  a  bed- 
tempered  man,  but  had  become  nervous, 
fidgetty,  and  irritable.  His  tone  of  voice 
was  feeble,  his  utterance  hesitating,  hi8msi»- 
ner  hurried.  What  a  laughable  contraH 
between  him  and  his  visitor !  The  attomef- 
general  coming  to  Mr.  Weasel's  ohambw. 
suggested  the  idea  of  a  magrufioent  mastiff 
poking  his  head  into  the  little  kennel  of  a 
Querulous  pugrdog;  and  I  suppose  Mr. 
Aubrey  mignt  be  likened  to  a  gr^nomid  ao» 
company in^  the  aforesaid  mastiff!  On  see- 
ing his  visiters,  Mr.  Weasel  instantly  got 
up,  with  a  blush  of  surprise,  and  a  little 
dhurry  and  embarrassment  of  manner.  Hie 
clerk  put  out  a  couple  of  chairs,  and  dowa 
they  sate.  The  attorney-general  came  to 
the  point  in  half  a  minute,  and  the  matter 
was  very  quickly  settled ;  and  it  was  ar- 
ranged that  within  a  day  or  two's  time,  as 
soon  as  the  forms  necessary  for  admitting 
Mr.  Aubrey  to  an  Inn  of  Court  should  have 
been  completed,  he  should  commence  hie 
attendance  at  Mr.  Weasel's,  from  ten  o'clock 
till  five,  daily. 

^It's  a  comical  looking  little  animel^ 
isn't  itt"  quoth  the  attorney-general,  willi 
a  laugh,  as  soon  as  they  had  got  out  of 
hearing. 

**  Certainly,  I  don't  feel  particularly  pie-^ 
possessed——" 

**  Oh,  pho !  He's  the  very  man  for  you—* 
the  very  man.  There's  no.nonsense  with 
Weasel ;  yon  may  learn  an  infinite  deal  of 
law  from  him,  and  that  is  all  you  want. 
He's  a  very  inoffensive  fellow ;  and  I've  no 
doubt  you'll  soon  like  his  chambers  greatlyv 
if  you're  in  earnest  in  studjring  the  law. 
You  go  or  not,  of  course,  as  yoq  chooaa* 
whatever  you  do  \b  yeiicx^'S  -^Aw^ax^  %  ^«^ 
him  his  hunAted  ^Vneaa^  «cA  ^«^  >S.  1^^ 
like,  yon  m%y  get  xaawi  ^nwMrta^^  V*"^**^ 


TEN  THOU 


M4 


VOTth  «at'cf  Jiim  in  the  tweUremonth^  Now^ 
X  mu9(  bid  you  ^ood  moming— I've  really  not 
waathei  moment  to  fijpire.  God  bless  you, 
«y  dear  Aubrey ;  and/'  he  added,  with  great 
IkindBees,  and  a  very  pointed  manner^ 
**  whenever  you  may  miuk  it  worth  your 
while  to  talk  over  your  affaire  with  me,  come 
witbeal  notiee  or  ceremony—wherever  1 
may  be,  I  shall  be  delighted  to  see  ^00." 
Then  they  parted.  Mr.  Aubrey  was  not 
awaie  of  a  certain  stroke  of  delicacy  and 
generosity  on  the  part  of  the  attomey-ge- 
oeial ;  vis.,  that  munediatelj  on  the  nJe 
being  discharged,  he  had  sent  fbr  Mr.  Ran- 
mnfton,  and  insisted  on  returning  every 
eizpence  of  his  fees— upwards  of  six  hun- 
dred euineae— desiring  that  Mr.  Aubrey 
afaottlcTnet  be  made  acqu^nted  with  it,  if  by 
any  means  Messrs.  Runnington  could  con- 
eeal  it  from  bim ! 

A  little  fatigued  and  harassed  by  several 
impertant  matters,  which  kept  him  engaffed 
iMl  a  late  hour  in  the  aflemoon,  he  reached 
Vivian  street  in  a  depressed  and  desponding 
mood.  Just  as  he  turned  the  comer,  he  be- 
held, at  aboet  twenty  yards'  distance,  Mrs. 
Aubiey  and  Miss  Aubrey  slowly  walking 
homeward,  on  their  return  from  the  Park. 
Mm.  Aubrey  held  Charles  by  the  hand,  who 
was  dancing  and  frisking  wildly  about,  and 
Mies  Aubrey's  beautiful  little  Cato  sh§  was 
Uadimf  alenc  by  a  slender  chain.  They 
were  m  halMnourning ;  there  was  such  an 
tir  of  elegant  simplicity  about  them — their 
figures,  tl^ir  carriage,  so  easy  and  graoefd ! 
Aflbrey,  as  he  neared  them,  gazed  at  them 
with  mingled  feelings  of  pride  and  tender- 
aesa. 

**  Oh,  my  papa !  my  j>^pa !''  suddenly  ex- 
olmmed  Charlee,  who,  m  taraing  rcymd,  bad 
eaught  sighi  ef  his  &ther,  and  ran  eagerly 
down  to  him :  with  what  a  thrill  of  love  did 
he  take  in  his  arms  the  beautiful  breathless 
Wy,  and  how  his  heart  yearned  towards  his 
Wife  anG  slater,  as  they  also  turned  quickly 
round  to  meet  him,  afler  a  long  day's  aln 
•enee !  Hew  inexpressiblT  dear  were  they 
te  him— hew,  that  day,  he  enjoyed  their 
qntiet  little  dinner-table— -the  romp  with  his 
children  aAerwards — and  a  lon|^  evening  of 
eacer  and  interesting  eonversation,  afler  the 
litUe  ones  had  gone  to  bed,  Mrs.  Aubrey  and 
Kale  busy  the  while  with  some  slight  mat- 
ter ef  needlework!  They  had  received 
aaveral  letters  from  Yorkshire,  which  they 
nad  to  him.  One  was  from  poor  Doctor 
TViiham,  who,  though  he  concealed  a  good 
deal  that  would  have  occasioned  needless 


YPAB. 


Study  by  half^ptst  four  on  Monday  roonieii 
perusing  with  profound  attention,  sdmulatec 
by  the  strong  observation  of  the  attomej- 
general,  the  second  volume  of  BIackstone'9 
Commentariea— a  work  with  which  he  had 
already  a  very  tolerable  familiarity.  *T«it 
really  a  thing  to  be  proud  of,  that  Mr.  Ao- 
brey,  with  so  many  absorbing  anxietift 
such  distracting  apprehensions  concemiBf 
the  future,  eotUd  command  his  attention  ii 
the  way  he  did.  To  be  sure,  he  felt  th&t  it 
was  plainly  life-and-death  work  with  kin; 
but  he  might  have  derived  great  eneoura^ 
ment  from  perceiving  himself  possessed  of 
that  faculty  of  concentrating  the  attentioB, 
which  the  attorney-general  had  spoken  ct* 
as  so  essential  an  attribute  of  a  la  wye/. 
The  way  in  which  he  parcelled  out  his  Ui»t 
waa  this :  From  the  tune  that  he  entered  his 
study  till  breakfast  time,  he  resolved  to  read 
law — from  ten  o*cIock  till  four  or  five,  was 
to  be  spent  at  Mr.  Weasers  chaniber8--a]id 
the  evenings  were  to  be  devoted  to  the  ao* 
ciety  of  his  children,  bis  wife,  and  sistef, 
and  also  to  certain  occasional  literary  efforts, 
from  which  he  hoped  to  derive  some  \tak 
increase  to  his  meana.  This  was  sevm 
work ;  but  it  was  probably  the  most  &cttt- 
nate  and  salutary  thin^  m  the  world  6r 
Aubrej,  that  his  energies  should  be  that 
occupied,  and  his  mind  kept  from  the  cor- 
roding effects  of  constant  reflection  upoa  hii 
misfortunes,  and  dismal  apprehensions  cm 
coming  the  future.  AAer  be  had  spent  s  fee 
days  in  Mr.  Weasel  *s  chambers,  a  good  deal 
»of  his  pr^udice  against  that  gentlemas 
began  to  wear  off.  Mr.  Aubrey  found  hio 
all  that  the  attomry-gen^ral  had  described 
him  as  being— «  very  acute  and  able  lawyer 
with  a  constant  current  of  important,  vanedf 
and  instructive  busineos  runmng  through  hii 
chambers,  and  every  disposition  to  readei 
his  utmost  assistance  to  Mr.  Aubrey,  whon 
he  quickly  found  out  to  be  a  man  of  veiy 
superior  intellect,  and  irost  seriously  beat 
upon  acouiring  a  knowledge  of  the  profes- 
sion. Mr.  Weasel  was  not  blessed  with  tJM 
power  of  formally  communif  ating  elemeataij 
knowledge ;  Mr.  Aubrey  had,  as  it  were,  ta 
exfrmci  from  him  what  he  wanted,  wiili 
something  like  a  painful  effort.  The  adtaa- 
tages  of  his  position  were  the  innumenblt 
pmctical  hints  and  suggestions  as  to  the 
mode  of  dealing  with  misoellaneoos  hiOr 
ness,  which  he  derived  from  a  watchfal 
attention  to  whatever  passed  in  chambers— 
to  the  mode  in  which  Wea^l  hunted  up  and 
applied  his  law,«nd  reduced  the  fVcta  is* 
volved  in  litigation  into  legal  shape  nd 


/nii^  ret  gave  them  a  melancholy  notion  of  __  __     ^„  , 

the  aiierm  state  of  things  at  the  Hall.llanguag^,  in  the  process  of  pleadbig.    Tht 
Thmigb  it  waa  rather  late  Woie  they  ic(Caed\^Ti«xn\xn%«^^  tii  Mx«  Aubr^  thus  closely 
toiMH  oa  tba  evening  of  the  eiieiung^iuaAv[  Atofidk  oa  «<i«rs  ^^ko^  ^^x  ^»s&j^  xoedtR  hk 
^Ui^iUbraj  WM  to  b«  firoiid  •ofttttdm^VtiQ^'^^ai^l^^^ 
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slate  ike  cooA  86nse»  the  ( ""acticsal  otilitT  of 
nost  of  the  poeitive  rules  of  law  whicn  he 
■aw  in  operatiop ;  aod  at  the  eod  of  a  fort' 
night  or  tnree  weeks,  he  beffao  to  feel  interest 
in  tiM  study  upon  which  he  nad  so  vigorously 
BQlared,  and  in  which  he  felt  himaelfmaking 
rsal  progress.  Mr.  Weasel*  during  even 
that  tune,  perceived  the  prodigious  superi- 
onty  of  Ml*  Aubrey  over  anoUier  pupil,  who 
bad  nearly  completed  his^second  ye^  in  Mr. 
Weasers  chambers, .  alter  a  twelvemonth 
ipeat  in  a  conveyancer^s ;  noj,  of  course,  in 
raapect  of  legal  knowledge,  but  of  intellectual 
power  and  aptitude  for  business.  He  would 
return  to  Vivian  street  about  six  o'clock  each 
day,  a  little  fatigued  with  a  very  long  day's 
work,  (for  he  was  never  later  than  five 
o'clock  in  entering  h^s  study  in  the  moni- 
Uif  0  but  quickly  cheered  and  refreshed  by 
the  sight  of  the  fond  and  lovely  beings  whom 
be  theie  rejoined,  and  who  had  been  count* 
ing  the  very  minutes  till  he  returned.  Every 
in  knit  that  little  family  together,  if  pos- 
lible,  in  stronger  bands  of  love ;  for  they 
chtng  to  each  other  with  a  feeling  of  having 
been  thrust  out  of  the  great  gay  world  to- 
|ether«  and  sent,  as  it  were,  upon  a  pilgrira- 
ige  afar,  amidst  scenes  of  increasing  diffi- 
wlty  tuid  dancer.  Ever^r  day  that  bore  them 
Inrther  from  their  expulsion  from  Yatton,  as 
it  were,  mellowed  their  recollections  of  nast 
loeoea,  and  poured  upon  their  wounded  fjpel- 
ngs  the  soothiog  balm  of  pious  resignation; 
lad  aometimes,  also,  faint  and  trembling 
leams  of  hope  concerning  the  future  would 
iteal  across  the  gloomv  chambers  of  their 
learts.  Thank  God,  tne  view  of  the  past 
pfeaented  to  them  no  occasion  for  shame,  for 
pamorse,  for  self-condemnation !  They  trusted 
that,  in  their  day  of  wealth  and  distinction, 
(hey  had  not  been  found  wanting  in  the  dis- 
diarge  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them, 
nierefore  they  had  consolation  from  a  view 
if  the  pasL    But  the  future — indeed*^ 


**  MMdowt,  elottds,  ftnd  dutkneM  rtsUd  os  it. 
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ir  hearts  involuntarily  fluttered  and 
ihnmk  within  them,  when  they  gazed  upon 
ihe  threatening  gloom  that  hung  over  it.  Tneir 
Itraitened  circumstances — an  honourable 
[lOTerty— "had  been  a  burden,  light,  indeed, 
to  bear.  They  were  very  happy  in  one  an- 
Btber'a  company;  their  house,  though  small, 
iraa  convement,  and  even  elegantly  comiprt- 
ible;  they  had  health;  Mr.  Aubrey  had 
xmstant  exercise  for  an  active  and  vigorous 
Dind,  in  the  acquisition  of  the  learning  of  a 
loble  profession,  the  practice  of  which  might 
K^aaibly  hereafter  raise  all  of  them  to  even 
fflaence  and  distinction— at  all  events, 
li^t  aecure  th^  the  substantial  comforts 
fliie.      But  Ml.  Aubrey  wovld  have  mo- 


menta of  heavmess  and  trepidation.  When 
engaged  in  his  little  study,  in  the  profound 
solitude  and  silence  of  the  early  morning, 
while  he  was  thus  straining  his  faculties  to 
their  utmost,  on  behalf  of  the  sweet  innocent 
beings — ^his  wife— his  children — his  sister — 
sleeping  above,  he  would  soinetijnes  lean  ' 
back  in  his  chair,  with  a  very  deep  siah,  aod 
sink  into  a  revery-^oh,  how  sad  and  pain- 
ful !— deepening  occasionally  into  agony ; 
but  he  would  suddenly  arouse  himself,  and 
resume  his  studies  with  a  powerful  effort  a* 
abstraction — with  additional  intensity  of  ap- 
plication. How  could  he  be  otherwise  than 
momentarily  paralyzed^  when  he  surveyed 
his  alarming  and  tremendous  pecuniary  lia- 
bilities \  Bills  of  costs — Heaven  only  knew 
to  what  amount — due  to  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon  and  8nap ;  to  his  own  attorneys, 
Messrs.  Runnington ;  and  to  Mr.  Parkinson: 
and  then— sickening  and  fearful  object! — 
the  mesne  profits — what  wax  to  become  of 
them  all  1  The  mind  that,  in  the  preseneo 
of  such  disturbing  forces  as  these,  could 
apply  its  energies  so  successfully  as  did  that 
of  Mr.  Aubrey  to  the  acquisition  6f  know- 
ledge, with  any  degree  of  calmneoi^,  must 
surely  have  been  of  no  common  order,  and 
have  undergone  no  slight  discipline;  bnt, 
alas !  alas !  what  could  all  this  have  availed 
him,  unless  he  had  been  vouchsafed  assist- 
ance from  on  high  1  When  the  wcUert  were 
come  in  unio  his  $oul;  when  he  was  sinking 
in  deep  mire%  where  there  was  no  standing ; 
when  he  was  come  into  deep  waters^  where 
the  floods  over/lowed  him — whither  was  he  to 
looK  but  to  one  quarter,  and  that  above,  with 
earnest,  and  faithful,  and  constant  supplica- 
tion to  the  Almighty  1 

The  constant  apprehension  of  very  great 
evil— «tiapen«e-— is  a  state  almost  as  terrible 
and  insupportable,  especially  to  those  of 
lively  susceptibilities,  as  that  produced  by 
the  infliction  of  the  evil.  Every  morning 
when  Aubrey  left  home  he  dreaded  to  think 
of  what  might  happen  before  his  return; 
and  when  he  quitted  the  Temple,  he  felt  a 
sinking  of  the  heart  when  he  thought  of 
what  might  have  transpired  in  his  absence. 
In  fact,  they  all  of  them  felt  like  those 
whom  the  ominous  silence  and  repose  of 
surrounding  nature— a  portentous  calm  and 
prloom  overhead— fill  with  trembling  appre- 
hension of  the  coming  storm.  Their  fears 
are  quickened  by  the  occasional  falling  ot 
large  spreading  drops  of  rain  through  the 
sultry  slcy ,  not  a  breath  of  air  stirring.  Up- 
ward is  ofl  turned  the  pale  cheek  and  ap- 
firebenaive  eye  towards  the  blacK  accumu- 
atinff  clouds,  from  which  may  soon  flamii 
the  ^tructive  llgbinvn%— "vWv^vcw  v^Ocv'^ 
case,  ia  tiieie  \o  wX^  \sc^«WL^\i^x  ^^  xawwc* 
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rvf  Him  aronnd  whose  throne  are  clouds  and 
ilarknees,  and  the  whirlwind  and  tempest 
his  ordering? 

They  were  sitting  one  morning  at  their 
nsual  early  and  simple  hreakf»6t,  and  Mr. 
Aubrey  was  reading  aloud,  for  his  wife  and 
sister's  suggestions,  a  second  article  which 
he  had  commenced  oremight,  designed  for 
one  of  the  Reviews— -having  about  a  fortr 
night  before  sent  off  his  first  effort,  about 
wmch,  however,  he  had  as  yet  heard  no- 
thing; and  Kate  was  playfully  patting  his 
cheek,  and  telling  him  that,  for  alt  he  mi^ht 
say  to  the  contrary,  a  particular  expression 
was  not,  in  her  opinion,  elegant  English. 

**  It  w,  you  puss  of  a  critic,'*  insisted 
Aubrey,  with  a  good-natured  laugh;  and 
then,  turning  to  Mrs.  Aubrey,  '*  What  dp 
ffou  say,  Agnes  t" 

**  Oh — ^why — ^I  really  like  it  very  much 
as  it  is." 

"  I  sha'n't  alterlt,"  said  Aubrey,  laugh- 
ing. 

"  Then  I'll  alter  it  when  you're  gone," 
quoth  Kate,  with  affected  pertness,  and, 
bringing  her  beautiful  laughing  face  so  near 
his  own,  with  a  kind  of  an  air  of  defiance, 
that  he  kissed  her  forehead,  and  said  it 
should  be  as  she  chose. 

Just  then  a  knock  at  the  door  announced 
a  visitor,  who  proved  to  be  Mr.  Runnington. 
Why  it  was,  they  hardly  knew ;  but  they 
all  Slightly  changed  colour.  He  had  called 
so  early,  he  said,  to  insure  seeing  Mr.  Aur 


customed  to  such  matters — God  fori 
should !  It  is  too  bulky  for  me  t 
brought  with  me,  and  lies  at  oar  oflii 

«*  What  is  the  amount  of  it,  cfaei 
quired  Mr.  Aubrey,  dreading  to  h 
answer ;  while  Mr.  Runnington  tod 
his  pocket-book  a  slip  of  paper,  wl 
handed  to  Mr.  Aubrey,  and  on  wh 
latter  read :— ."£3946,  14«.  6d."  H 
at  it  for  some  momenta  in  silence, 
came  very  pale.  Mr.  Runningtoi 
hardly  bear  to  look  at  him  and  tmnl 
two  lovely  wbmen  in  the  adjoininj 
who  were  so  fearfully  interested  in 
telligence  which  had  so  disnaayed  1 
brey. 

"This  is  a  very — large— amoun 
he,  at  length  with  forced  calmness. 

"  It  is  a  most  serious  affair,'*  repl 
Runnington,  shaking  his  head,  ana  i 

"  Then  there  b  yours^— and  Mr. 


son's." 
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brey  before  he  went  to  the  Temple;  and,  convenience." 


though  he  had  been  shown  into  the  study, 
Mr.  Aubrey  insisted  on  his  joining  the 
breakfast-table. 

"  We've  very  plain  fare  for  you,  how- 
ever," said  he,  as  Mr.  Runnington  yielded 
to  his  wishes. 

Mr.  Aubrey  perceived,  with  some  uneasi- 
ness, that  his  kind  and  thoughtful  counte- 
nance wore  rather  an  anxious  expression. 
And  indeed  so  it  was.  When  he  looked  at 
those  who  sate  before  him — interesting, 
elegant,  yet  with  a  plainly  forced  cheerful- 
ness— reflected  on  the  suflferingrs  which  they 
had  passed  through,  and  that  which  was  in 


"  But  do  favour  me  with  aomethini 
.  fio/ton,"  pressed  the  unhappy  Aubre] 
.  "Why — perhaps  I  am  hardly  doir 
in  mentioning  it;  but  whenever  our 
sent  in,  it  will  be  less  by  some  six  h 
and  fifty  poisnds,by  the  noble  generc 
the  attorney-general,  who  has  retm 

his  fees ^^ 

"Returned  all  his  fees!"  echw 
Aubrey,  starting,  while  the  colour 
into  his  cheek,  and  the  expression 
countenance  was  of  pride  strugglin 
astonishment,  and  gratitude,  and  adm 
He  exquisitely  appreciated  the  cow 
store  for  them — and  for  the  first  bitter  in-  liis  distinguished  friend;  and  at  tlM 
stalmcnt  of  which  ho  had  come  to  prepare 
M..  Aubrey — could  he  but  feel  very  deep 
sympathy  for  them  1  As  soon  as  he  had 
retired  with  Mr.  Aubrey  to  the  study,  in  a 
low  tone  he  informed  Mr.  Aubrey  of  his 
errand,  which  was  to  apprize  him  that,  the 
evening  before,  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon, 
and  Snap's  bill  had  come  in. 

"  Well,  show  it  me,  if  you  please,"  said 

Mr.  Anhrey,  calmly,  extending  his  hand. 

**My  denr  sir,  why,  do  you  suppose \  Vv^v^ Wm  wcr^w!«wA>  ^^^ressed.     Never 

ti  with  me  f "  inquired    Mr.   Kunmn^nAnv^  Vv^  Vvi^  'V  vkYs^^oKwb^  V«Accm^ 

^'itb  a  concerned  air.     **You  aia  nol  ^o-\>Jici««»^l  ""^^^ '•^^^^  -^^Cxa&s^ 


Oh,  Mr.  Aubrey— «^cftfn//or 
is  the  evil  thereof.^ 

"  Will  you  oblige  me,  by  sayiiu 
is  the  probable  amount  of  ffour  bii 
quired  Mr.  Aubrey,  with  a  calmnesf 
seemed  lent  to  him  by  despair. 

"  Oh !  I  iBsure  you  we  have  thou 
thing  at  all<about  it,  nor  shall  we  f< 
time  to  come,  Mr.  Aubrey.  We  h 
the  slightest  intention  of  troubling  oc 
or  you  with  the  matter,  till  you  may 
position  to  attend  to  it  wiUiout  sen 


time  felt  a  totally  new  and  very 
sense  of  pecuniary  obligation. 

"  I  feel,  Mr.  Aubrey,  that  I  have 
my  promise  to  the  attorney-general 
extracted  from  me  a  solemn  pledge, 
deavour  so  to  manage  the  matter  as  tl 
should  never  know  it.  What  is  it,  afW 
noble  as  it  is— to  the  attomey-geneia 
his  £12,000  or  JB16,000,  a  year  ?" 

"  Oh---do  not  talk  so,  M'r.  Running 
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le,  and  stood  opposite  the  window  for  a 

9r   minntes— neither  of  Uiem  speaking. 

len  he  returned  to  his  seat. 

*^  How  much  does  that  leare  me  your 

btor  t»» 

*•  Why — really  it  is  hard  to  say,  unpre- 

red — I  should  imagine  that  our  account  is 

luced  to  some  J1500,  or  JS1600— about 

dich" 

**  Then  there  is  Mr.  Parkinson^s,**  said 
ibrey,  in  a  low  tone,  but  with  a  desperate 
r ;  presently  adding — **  Here  are  some 
5000  or  J670OO,  to  start  with ;  and  then 
)  come  to  the  mesne  profits---firracions, 
Bcious  God !"  he  suddenly  addea,  with  a 
lible  shudder.  He  folded  his  arms  con- 
Isively,  and  gazed,  for  a  second  or  two, 
Mr.  Kunnington,  with  an  eye  whose  ex- 
»8ion  was  overnowering.  In  his  face 
r.  Runnington  beneld  no  longer  the  mild 
1  melancholy  expression  to  which  he  had 
^n  accustomed,  but  a  sternness  and  power 
re  apparent  in  his  featu];ps,  which  he  had 
i  imagined  them  capable  of  exhibiting, 
rhey  told  of  a  strong  soul  thoroughly 
ised,  and  excited,  and  in  agony.  At  that 
•ment  a  knocking  was  heard  at  the  door, 
of  veiT  little  fingers.  «*  Come  in  !*•  ex- 
imed  Air.  Aubrey,  with  unusual  quick- 
18  and  sternness.  The  door  was  gently 
)Ded,  and  Charles*  little  face  peeped  into 

room  timidly,  quite  startled  by  the  tone 
which  he  had  been  addressed.    *'  Come 

my  child !"  said  Mr.  Aubrey,  rather 
mufously,  when  he  obseryed  the  appre- 
isiveness  overepreading  the  little  features 
bis  son.  Charles  immediately  advanced, 
3i  a  serious,  submissive  air,  saying — 
%ia  letter  is  just  come— Mamma  sent  me 
thit" 

*  Give  it  me,  Charles,**  said  Mr.  Aubrey, 
lieiuiing  his  hand  fof  it»  while  with  the 
^r  he  gently  placed  the  child  upon  his 
► — ^kissed  him.  ''Pm  not  angry  with 
a,  Charles,*'  said  he,  tenderly. 

*  I*ve  not  been  nau^ty,  you  know,  dear 
» !**  said  he,  with  innocent  surprise. 

*  No,  no,  my  little  love."  The  father 
lid  say  no  more ;  but  nutting  aside  the 
ld*8  flowing  curly  locks  from  his  tem- 
s,  as  it  were  mechanically,  he  gazed  on 

little  face  for  a  moment,  and  then  folded 
1  in  his  arms  with  unspeakable  tender- 
(s.  Mr.  Runnington  rose,  and  stood  for 
ae  moments  gazing  through  the  window, 
shilling  that  his  own  emotion  should  be 
^rved.  When  Mr.  Aubrey  opened  the 
Ler,  it  proved  to  be  from  the  puoUsher  of 

Review^to  which  he  had  sent  his  article, 
dosing  a  check  fpr  forty  guineas,  ex- 
flsing  an  earnest  desire  that  he  would 
\tlnue  bia  coDtributiona^  and  aasttring  him 
r  tbe  editor  coattidered  the  article  *'in 


every  way  admirable.**    As  soon  as  he  had 
glanced  over  the  letter-— ^  You  little  met-^ 
sen^r  of  hope  and  mercy!**  he  thought, 
again  kissing  his  son,  who  sat  passively 
gazing  at  the  agitated  countenance  of  hit 
FATHER — **I  cannot,  1  will  not  despair! 
You  have  brought  me,  as  it  were,  a  ray  of 
light   from    heaven,  piercing   the    fearful 
gloom  of  my  situation :  *tis  a  token,  surely, 
Uiat  I  am  not  forgotten ;  I  feel  as  though  an 
angel,  momentanJy  brightening  the  night 
of  sorrow,  had  come  and  whispered  in  my 
ear — '  couraob  !'  **    His  features  began  to 
resume  their  natural  serenity  of  expression. 
**Take  it  to  your  mamma,**  said  he,  kissing 
little  Charles,  and  despatching  him  with  the 
letter.    Shortly  afterwards,  as  soon  as  he 
had  recovered  the  commaiid  of  his  manner 
sufllciently  to  avoid  occasioning  unetfsiness' 
to  Mrs.  and  Miss  Aubrey,  he  proposed  to 
Mr.  Runnington  that  they  should  walk  to-- 
wards  the  Temple;  and  bidding  adieu  to 
those  whom  he  left  behind  him,  without 
giving  them  an  opportunity  to  ask  him  as' 
to  the  nature  of  Mr.  Runnington's  errand, 
but  leavinpr  them  in  high  spirits  at  the  letter 
which  he  had  sent  in  to  them,  he  (juitted  the 
house  arm-in-arm  with  Mr.  Runnington.    I 
am  pereuaded  that  if  that  gentleman  had 
had  no  one  to  consult,  he  would*  have  re- 
lieved Mr.  Aubrey  altogether  from  liability 
to  Aim ;  but  he  had  four  partnere ;  their  own 
pecuniary  outlay  had  been  considerable: 
and  therefore  the  thing  was  really  out  of  the 
question.    As  they  walked  along,  in  the 
couree  of  much  anxious  conversation,  Mr. 
Runninorton  told  Mr.  Aubrey,  that  he  consi- 
dered Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap*t 
bill  to  be  extortionate ;  and  that  it  might, 
on  taxation — a  process  which  he  explained  - 
to  Mr.  Aubrey — be  reduced  at  least  one-hay. 
But  he  also  reminded  Mr.  Aubrey  of  the 
power  which  they  held  in  their  hands,  in 
respect  of  the  mesne  profits ;  and  intimated 
his  opinion,  that  in  all  probability  they  had 
made  out  their  bill  with  an  eye  to  such  con- 
siderations, namely,  that  it  should  be  dis- 
charged without  ngorous  scrutiny  into  its 
constituent  items,  before  they  would  listen 
to  any  terms  whatever  for  the  payment  of 
the  mesne  profits ;  and  that  Mr.  Aubrey*t 
position,  with  rtopect  to  Messre.   Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap,  was  one  that  required 
the  greatest  possible  deliberation  and  cir- 
cumspection on  his  part,  especially  in  the 
matter  of  the  bill  just  delivered  in  by  them. 

"I  see  the  whole,'*  said  Mr.  Aubrey, 
*♦  comes  to  this :  they  will  relieve  me  from 
liability  to  Mr.  Titmouse,  for  as  much  of 
what  may  be  due  to  him,  as  they  can  divert 
into  their  own  ^ocketaV^ 

"That  certaitvA^  aeetsv^  't^ri  tii»c^\^» 
it,"  replied  Mr.  B.uTa^Ii^t^  ALm^^xv^Vft* 


tM 


T«N  TUOUSAND  A  Y^AJL, 


iboiildefB;^  but 'yon  will  leare  all  sach 
coDftideratioDs  to  us;  and  rely  on  our 
bonour  and  ditcretioa.  At  what  may  ap- 
pear to  us  the  eKact  moment  for  doing  so 
with  effect,  depend  upon  our  most  cautious 
fpterference.  We  know,  Mr.  Aubrey,  the 
kind  of  people  we  have  to  deal  with.  Mr. 
Titmouse  is  very  likely  to  be  merely  a  pup* 
pet  in  their  hands— «t  least  in  those  of  Mr. 
Vramroon,  who  is  a  very  long-headed  pian, 
imd  with  whom,  I  have  no  doubt,  our  nego- 
tiations will  have  to  be  carried  on.*' 

**  That  is  just  what  the  attorney-general 
said—- and  he  uivited  me,  moreover,  to  con- 
¥er8e  with  him  whenever  I  might  consider 
that  his  advice  would  be  useful.*' 

'*  Could  you  have  a  better  adviser  1  He 
has  a  most  penetrating  sagacity,  long  exer- 
cised— in  short,  his  qualifications  are  con- 
summate ;  and  I  should  not  hesitate  about 
oonsulting  him  whenever  we  feel  at  a  loss.** 

**  Why  should  I  disguise  any  thine  from 
310U,  Mr.  Runnington  1**  said  Aubrey — 
««you  ouffht  to  know  the  exact  state  of  my 
anairs,  1  have  a  little  family  plate,  which 
I  could  not  bear  to  part  with ;  my  bocJcs; 
and  the  remnants  of  the  furniture  at  Yatton, 
which  I  have  saved  in  order  to  furnish  our 
present  residence.  Besides  this,  the  outside 
of  all  that  1  am  possessed  of — and  I  have  no 
expectations,  nor  has  my  wife  nor  my  poor 
sister  from  any  Quarter— is  a  sum  of  about 
3000/.  in  the  tunds,  and  423/.  at  my 
banker's.  Those  are  my  circumstances; 
they  appal  me  merely  in  stating  them : — 
Why,  I  owe  double  the  sum  I  have  named, 
for  lawyers*  bills  only.  I  have  not  enough, 
without  parting  with  my  books  and  plate, 
to  discbarge  even  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,, 
and  Snap's  bill  !'* 

^  It  would  be  cruel  and  absurd  in  me  not 
to  express  at  once,  Mr.  Aubrey,  my  convic- 
tion that  your  situation  is  fearfully  critical ; 
and  that  your  sole  hope  is  in  the  treatment 
which  may  be  expectea  from  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap,  and  their  client,  Mr. 
Titmouse.  Serious  as  aig,  at  present,  your 
other  liabilities— -to.  t^9t  one,  they  ace  but  as 
a  bucket  of  water  to  the  Thames.  As  we 
aie  talking,  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  this  candid  and 
unrestrained  manner,  1  will  tell  you  my 
chief  source  of  apprehension  on  your  ac- 
count with  reference  to  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap;  namely,  that  tliey 
may  possibly  speculate  on  vour  being  able, 
if  placed  in  real  peril,  to  call  around  you,  in 
your  extremity,  a  host  of  wealthy  and  pow- 
erful friends — as  security  or  otherwise—*' 

**  They  will  find  themselves,  then,  utterly 
fnutaken.  If  they  and  their  client  are  really 
CBpnlfle  of  such  shocking  bTulaWty — aucV 


shelter  for  my  wife  and  children,  and  m 
dear,  devoted,  Jiigh-spirited  sister;  and  ; 
for  myself,  ratner  than  satiate  the  rapadl 
of  such  wretches,  by  plundering  good-n 
tured  and  generous  mends,  I  wul  end  n 
daya  in  prifon." 

Mr.  Aubrey  was  evidently  not  a  little  e 
cited  wliile  be  said  this;  but  there  wasth 
in  his  tone  of  voice,  and  in  his  eye,  whk 
told  Mr.  Runnington  that  he  meant  vb 
he  said ;  ancl  that,  as  soon  as  it  should  bai 
come  to  the  point  of  oppression  and  injit 
tice,  no  man  could  resist  more  powerful!; 
.or  endure  with  a  more  dio^ified  and  inDei 
ble  resolution.  But  Mr.  Kuimington  won! 
fain  hope  that  it  would  not  come  to  such  1 
issue.  He  consoled  Mr.  Aubrey  with  an 
ranees,  that  as  for  their  own  demand, 
might  stand  over  for  several  years;  and  (Ik 
so,  he  was  sure,  would  it  be  with  the  I 
lesser  demand  of  Mr.  Parkinson;  and  tb 
if,  by  a  great  effort,  sufficient  could  be  rain 
to  discharge  promptly  the  bill  of  Messi 
Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  some  mw 
more  favourable  arrangement  respecting  tJ 
amount  and  payment  of  the  mesne  profi 
might  be  effected— leaving  Mr.  Aubrey,! 
the  mean  time,  leisure  to  apply  himse 
vigorously  to  bis  studies  for  the  bar,  I 
which  Mr.  Ruiuiington  assured  him  that  I 
considered  him  peculiarly  qualified;  ■ 
pledged  himself  to  back  him  with  all  d 
mfluence  he  had,  or  could  command. 

*' Gracious  Heaven,  Mr.  Runningtoi! 
said  Aubrey,  with  a  little  excitement,  •'iij 
not  very  nearly  intolerable   that  I  sbool 
pass  the  prime  of  my  days  in  thraldom  % 
such  people  as  these  f  and  be  encircled  b 
the  chains  of  such  a  man  as  this  Htmo^ 
is  represented  as  bein^l     I  will  not  ^^ 
myself  his  fioe,  nor  his  victim ;  but  I  am  ^ 
one  through  whose  sudden  destitutioi^  l 
has  obtained  a  sjplcndid  fortune.    Idlij  gj 
knowingly  depnve  him  of  it— he  mu^  |t 
berefl  o7  all  tne  ordinary  feelings  of  l:iui» 
nitj,  to  place  me,  whom  he  nas  ^ledhf 
stripped  of  all,  upon  the  rack — the  x^i 
extortion !    Oh !  put  m^  in  his  pla^e,  11^ 
him  in  mine-nio  you  think  I  woxkld  vi 
have  been  satisfied  with  what]  had  ^Mf 
Would  /have  alarmed  and  tortured  iiim^ 
calling  for  an  account  of  what  he  hmti^ 
with  a  firm,  a  reasonable  persuasten  thtiH 
was  his  ownl     Oh,  no !  1  could  not  odf 
have  forgiven  him  all,  but  endewoarfdk 
secure  hira  from  future  want.**    He  sigki 
**  Oh,  that  I  were  at  tliis  moment  a  fm 
man!  pauper^^^-ud  in  meo  mre;  that  IM 
but  five  hundred  pounds  to  keep  om  vd 
mine  for  a  year  olr  two— with  a  mind  «l  «• 
%Ti^  iiX  fex  %Vid^ !  but  here  we  aic,  it  ita 
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**  VeTj  •hortlj/'  replied  Mr.  RnnmiigUm, 
who  for  the  last  few  minutes  had  been  lis- 
tmingr  to  Mr.  Aubrey  in  respectful  and 
tjrmpathizin^  silence;  and,  snakinflr  him 
warmly  by  the  hand,  with  much  cordiality 
and  fenrencT  of  manner,  he  pledged  him- 
self to  do  all  in  his  power  to  promote  his 
interests. 

When  Mr.  Aubrey  arrived  at  Mr  .Weasel's 
chambers,  he  looked  dejected  and  harassed ; 
but,  with  a  noble  eflbrt  of  self-command,  at 
once  addressed  himself,  calmly  and  vigor- 
ooaly,  to  the  business  of  .the  day.  From 
time  to  time  he  peremptorily  excloded  the 
harassing  thoughts  and  recollections  arising 
out  of  his  morning's  interview  with  Mr. 
Runnington;  and  succeeded  in  concentrat- 
ing his  attention  upon  a  case  of  more  than 
oaaal  intricacy  ana  multifariousness  of  de- 
tails,  which  Mr.  Weasel,  having  glanced 
over,  had  laid  aside  for  a  more  leisurely 
'  '^eiujsal.  He  handed  it,  however,  to  Mr. 
I  Aubrey,  soon  after  his  anival,  with  some- 
diing  approaching  to  a  secret  satisfaction, 
in  the  expectation  of  its  **  proving  too  much 
for  him ;"  but  he  was  mist^en.  Mr.  Au- 
brey left  a  little  earlier  than  usual ;  but  not 
^before  he  had  sent  in  the  voluminous  "  case'' 
.to  Mr.  Weasel's  room  by  the  clerk,  together 
with  a  half-sheet  of  draft  paper,  containing 
t  brief  summary  of  the  results  to  which  he 
.  had  arrived ;  and  which  not  a  little  surprised 
Sir.  Weasel.  The  case  did  not  happen  to 
involve  much  technical  knowled^re ;  but  in 
,  fCBpect  of  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  it 
.  vas  drawn  up,  and  the  confusion  worse 
.  confounded  of  the  transactions  themselves, 
^  out  of  which  the  question  arose,  required 
* .  pshent,  persevering  attention,  strength  of 
,,  njemory,  and  great  clear-headedness.  In 
'  A^  teasel  owned  to  himself  that  poor 
Aobrey  ha^  taken  a  yerf  masterly  view  of 
'  V  ^^'  and  how  would  his  estimate  of 
y^  **?*  pupil's  ability  have  been  enhanced,  by  a 
^  ^'ff^^iTc  of  the  situation  in  which  he  was 
^^Sp"^ — ^^^  ^^  calculated  to  distr?.ct  his 
^Igj^Jjon,  and  prevent  that  hearty  and  com- 
r^^^^^otion  to  legal  studies,  without  which 
—  *toi^  ®Bsel  well  knew  how  vain  was  the 
iSif^SP^  to  master  them ! 
*^  iomi^^^^  Aubrey's  opinion  on  that  trouble- 
*K^uir^^^^^  mean  the  Cornish  Bank  I'.' 
p'*^^j^^^**\Veasel,  taking  a  pinch  of  snuff, 
*•  lad  \^*  *horouffhpace,  another  pupil,  who 
f^l^  ai^^^  taken  his  seat  beside  Mr.  Weasd, 
^'Iline^  *^im  "settle"  (t.  <?.,  score  out,  intcr- 
^^niot^^^  alter)  a  pleading  drawn  by  the 
3s   igpi^^d  Thoroughpace.    That  gentleman 

ji^^  tom^^^  his  own,  I  can  tell  you.  Eg^, 
■^!*WkM»  2^^  °^  another,  he  always  contrives 
ff^     "*t  the  nail  on  the  bead."* 


**rd  a  sort  of  notion,  the  very  first  day 
he  came,  that  he  was  a  superior  man,"  re- 
plied Thoroughpace.  '*He  makes  veij 
few  notes— seems  to  trust  entirely  to  his 
head " 

*•  Ah !  a  man  may  carry  that  too  far,"  in- 
terrupted Mr.  Weasel,  thrusting  a  pinch  of 
snun  up  his  nose. 

"  Then  1  wish  /could,"  replied  Thorough- 
pace.  "  Isn't  there  such  a  tnin^  as  making 
the  hand  engross  the  business  of  the  head  1^* 
Mr.  Weasel — ^recollecting  that  in  his  library 
stood  twelve  thick  folio  volumes  of  manu- 
script "  precedents,"  which  he  had  been  fool 
enough  to  copy  out  with  his  own  hand  dur- 
ing his  pupilage,  and  the  first  year  or  two 
of  his  setting  up  in  business — hemmed,  and 
again  applied  to  his  snuff-box.  **  How  do 
you  get  on  with  him  in  the  pupil's  room  V^ 
he  inquired. 

«» Why,  I  didn't  li»e  him  at  first.  Very 
reserved,  and  has  a  little  hauteur.  Even 
flow,  though  very  courteous,  he  says  little, 
seems  entirely  absorbed  by  his  studies, 
and  yet  to  have  something  or  other  on  his 
mincL" 

"  Ah !  I  dare  say,  law's  no  trifle,  I  warrant 
him.    I  dare  say  It  teases  him." 

"  By  Jove !  but  I  don't  think  it  does,  I 
never  saw  a  man  to  whom  it  seemed  io  yield 
so  easily.  He's  a  particularly  gentlemanlike 
person ;  and  there's  something  very  attrac- 
tive in  his  countenance.  He  seems  highly 
connected.  I've  seen  several  notes  come 
here  for  him  with  coronets  on  the  seals,  and 
several  well-known—" 

"You've  heard  of  the  great  cause  of  Doe 
d.  Titmouse  v.  Jolter^  a  Yorkshire  ejectment 
case,  tried  only  last  spring  assizes  1  Well, 
he's  the  defendant,  and  has,  1  hear,  lost 
every  thing." 

"  You  astonish  me !  fiy  Jove,  but  he  had 
need  work !" 

"  Shall  we  set  to  work,  Mr.  Thorough- 
pace!"  said  Weasel,  suddenly,  looking  at 
nis  watch  lying  on  his  desk.  "Tve  pro- 
mised to  let  them  have  this  plea  by  six 
o'clock— or  they'll  be  signing  judgment;" 
and  plunging  his  pen  into  the  inkstai)d,  to 
work  be  went,  more  mo,  as  if  such  a  man  as 
1^8  pupil,  Mr.  Aubrey,  had  never  existed. 
He  was  not  a  particularly  hard-hearted  man ; 
but  I  believe  that  if  a  capias  ad  saH^acien 
dum  («.  e,  process  to  take  the  body  into 
'custody)  a^nst  Charles  Aubrey,  Esquire, 
had  coitie  into  Mr.  Weasel's  chambers  to 
settle,  as  requiring  special  accuracy, — after 
humming  and  hawing  a  bit — and  taking  an 
extra  pinch  of  snuff,  ne  w^ould  have  settled 
it,  marked  his  severHmd'sixpence  in  the  cor- 
ner, and  8ei\d  i\  ouX-^XAvi^^  Q^«t  ^^.'^^s^ 
as  a  matter  of  cowt^* 
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Oh  Mr*  Anbrey's  return  home  to  dinner, 
he  found  that  his  sister  had  received  another 
long  letter  from  Dr.  Tatham,  to  which  was 
appended  a  postscript  mentioning  Mr.  Gam- 
mon in  such  terms  as  su^eested  to  Mr. 
Aubrey  a  little  scheme  which  he  resolved 
to  carry  into  effect  on  the  morrow — ^namelv, 
to  call  himself  at  the  office  of  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap,  and  seek  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Gammon,  who.  Dr.  Tatham  stated, 
had  quitted  Yatton  for  town  only  the  day  be- 
fore the  doctor  had  written  to  Miss  Aubrey. 
After  a  very  restlesa  and  unhanpy  night, 
during  which  he  was  tormented  with  all 
kinds  of  dismal  dreams,  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap,  figuring  in  each,  as 
the  stem  and  mysterious  arbiters  of  his 
earthly  destiny,  he  resolved  to  put  an  end 
to  his  present  insupportable  suspense— to 
leam  at  once  the  extent  of  what  he  had 
either  to  hope  or  fear — ^by  calling  that  very 
aflemoon  at  Saffron  Hill.  For  that  purpose, 
he  Quitted  Mr.  Weasers  at  the  early  hour 
of  three  o^clock ;  and  btraightway  bent  his 
steps  through  Fetter  Lane  to  Hatton  Gar- 
den, and  thence  inquiring  his  way  to  Saffron 
Hill.  He  was  not  long  in  finding  the  house 
of  which  he  was  in  quest,  his  eve  being 
soon  attracted  by  the  great,  gleaming  brass 
plate,  with  ««  Qdibx,  Gammon,  and  Snap," 
as  prominent  and  threatening  as  ever  those 
names  had  appeared  to  Titmouse  in  the  day 
of  his  agony  and  suspense.  He  had  stood 
gazing  at  them  with  idiot  lonnnff  and  vul- 
gar apprehension,  as  the  rKuier  has  seen. 
How  very  different  a  person  now  looked  at 
them,  with  feelings  of  intense  interest  and 
overmasterbg  anxiety,  as  at  the  names  of 
those  who  had  him  completely  in  their 
power — ^his  fortunes,  his  liberty^  his  liveli- 
Ikood,  and  that  of  the  dear  beings  whose 
intefests,  Whose  all  on  earth,  whose  person- 
al safety  were  bound  up  in  his.  Mr.  Aubrey, 
with  a  jaded  air,  dressed  in  a' buttoned  black 
surtout,  and  with  an  umbrella  under  his 
arm,  entered  the  hall,  where  were  sitting 
and  standing  two  or  three  strange-looking 
people— one  suffering  evidently  great  agita- 
tion ;  in  fact,  relatives  of  prisoners,  whose 
trials  for  capital  offences  were  coming  on 
the  next  day  at  Newgate--and  made  his 
fraj  ID  to  a  room,  on  the  door  of  which  he 


desk,  from  which  he  did  sot  mc 
speaking  in  a  tone  of  reiy  disagrei 
surance. 

*'  Is  Mr.  Gammon  within  t**  inqo 
Aubrey,  taking  off  his  hat ;  and  the 
certain  something  in  his  voice,  coun 
and  bearing,  that  induced  the  perB< 
addressed  to  slip  off  his  stool,  and 
as  courteous  an  air  as  he  could  pos 
sume. 

''  Mr.  Gammon  is  in  his  room, 
alone.    I  believe  he  is  rather  busy— 
no  doubt  you  can  see  him.** 

The  fact  was,  that  at  that,  mon 
Gammon  was  engaged  drawing  \ 
structions  to  prepare  Declaration^ 
action  for  mesne  profits,  against  Mr. 
He  had  only  the  day  before  retnra 
Yatton,  where  circumstances  had 
which  had  quickened  their  intended 
ing  a^rainst  Mr.  Aubrey — as  the  firs 
to  which,  at  Mr.  Titmouse's  suPEesti 
were  to  look  for  a  connidersibTe  si 
ready  money.  That  morning,  in  1 
room  into  which  Mr.  Aubrey  was  ti 
sently  shown,  had  taken  place  a  lonj 
sion  between  Mr.  Quirk  and  Mr.  G 
on  the  subject  which  had  now  br< 
their  office  Mr.  Aubrey.  Mr.  Qu 
for  making  abort  work  of  it — ^for 
straight  aSiead^ — and  getting  th< 
JS60,000,  or  security  for  the  greater 
and  Jg20,000  down!  Gammon,  I 
was  of  opinion  that  that  was  mere  n 
that  by  attempting  to  proceed  to  exi 
against  so  unfortunate  a  sufferer  as 
brey,  they  could  not  fail  of  dravnngi 
themselves  and  their  client  nniver 
oration ;  and,  moreover,  of  driving  \ 
brey  desperate,  and  forcing  him  eithe 
the  country,  or  accept  the  protectioi 
insolvent  laws.  He  had,  at  length,  i 
Mr.  Quirk  that  their  only  chance 

Sentleness  and  moderation ;  and  the  ( 
eman  had,  as  usual,  agreed  to  ad 
plan  of  operations  suggested  by  Mi 
mon.  Tne  latter  personage  had  q 
keen  a  desire  and  firm  determination 
former,  to  wring  out  of  their  wretched 
the  very  last  nrthing  that  there  « 
slightest  probabilitv  of  obtaining;  i 
mouse  had  pointed  to  that  quarter 
•discharge  of  his  ten  thousand  pound  I 


/«wf  "  Cierk's  RooTu**  ^ 

*<Arow,nr,yoor'^aBine8sV^«aida«\io«\V^\^*&tosL^%iA'«2^         bill  or  costs  t 
^nned  Jewish-4ooking  youths  \o\\^  «X  %\^\aK^^ii&MBMAviQks^'^siMi>»^^ 
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llglitly  yaried  io  langaase,  (hat  were  also 
Imrged  in  their  bill  to  Mr.  Aubrey ;)  Uien 
wenty— or  at  least  fifleen  thousand  pounds, 
rere  to  be  handed  over  to  himself,  Titmouse ; 
ind  all  the  rest  that  could  be  got,  Mr.  Gam- 
Aon  might  appropriate  to  his  own  use.  His 
nauiriea  into  Mr.  Aubrey^s  circumstances, 
lad  completely  convinced  him,  that  it  would 
le  impossible  to  extract  any  considerable 
(am  from  that  unfortunate  gentleman;  and 
hat  if  they  could  contrive  to  get  their  bill 
>aid,  perhaps  substantial  security  for  four  or 
ire  thousand  of  the  mesne  profits,  and  his 
>«rii  personal  security  for  the  payment  of 
my  portion  of  the  remainder,  hereafter — thejr 
lad  better  rest  satisfied — and  look  for  liqui- 
Imtioii  of  their  own  heavy  claim  to  a  mort- 
gage upon  the  Yatton  estates.  Mr.  Gam- 
non  had  also  proposed  to  himself  certain 
other  objects,  in  dealing  with  Mr.  Aubrey, 
4ian  the  mere  extraction  of  money  from  him : 
and,  in  short,  prompted  by  considerations, 
inch  as  those  aoove  intimated,  he  had  come 
Io  the  determination,  an  hour  or  so  before 
Mr.  Aubrey^s  most  unexpected  visit,  to  be  at 
once  prepared  with  the  necessary  means  for 
■etdng  in  motion  legal  proceedings  for  the 
necovery  of  the  arrear  of  mesne  profits. 

**  Have  I  the  honour  to  address  Mr.  Gam- 
mon V^  commenced  Mr.  Aubrey,  courteously, 
oo  being  shown  into  the  room — ^not  an- 
lymnced  by  name,  where  Gammon  sate 
tmaily  engaged  writing  out  the  **  Instruc- 
tions'* for  framing  the  rack  on  which  it  was 
designed  to  extend  the  as  yet  unconscious 
Aubrey. 

**  Sir,  my  name  is  Gammon,*'  he  replied, 
eolouring  a  little-rising  from  his  chair, 
with  an  expression  of  very  great  surprise — 
**  I  believe  I  have  the  honour  of  seeing  Mr. 
Aubrey  ? — I  bee  you  will  allow  me  to  offer 

SI  a  chair" — he  continued,  placing  one  as 
as  he  could  from  the  table,  and  then, 
fettiDg  another,  he  sate  down  between  Mr. 
Aubrey  and  the  table;  expecting  to  hear  his 
visiter  at  once  open  the  subject  of  their  bill, 
Which  they  had  so  recently  sent  in. 

•*  Will  you  suffer  me,  Mr.  Aubrey,"  com- 
menced Gammon,  with  a  bland  and  subdued 
lir«  not  fulsome,  but  extremely  deferential, 
**  before  entering  on  any  business  which  may 
bsre  brought  you  here,  to  express  deep  and 
kineere  sympathy  with  your  suffering,  and 
tnj  ptnonal  regret  at  the  share  we  have  had- 
ia  the  proceedings  which  have  ended  so  ad- 
pBivelj  for  vour  interests  1  But  our  duty  as 
profeseional  men,  Mr.  Aubrey,  is  of\en  as 
plain  as  painful !" 

**  I  feel  obliged  for  your  kind  expressions 
of  sympathy — ^but  I  cannot  for  a  moment 
oenceive  any  apology  necessary.  Neither  I 
moi  my  advisers  have  ever  had  cause  to  com- 


I  plain  of  harsh  or  unprofessional  treatment  on 
your  part.  Your  proceedings  certainly  came 
upon  me— upon  all  of  us — like. a  thunder- 
stroke," said  Mr.  Aubrey,  with  a  subdued 
sigh.  *'I  trust  that  you  have  given  me 
credit,  Mr.  Gammon,  for  offering  no  vexa- 
tious or  unconscientious  obstacles." 

"  Oh,  Mr.  Aubrey,  on  the  contrary,  I  am 
at  a  loss  for  words  to  express  my  sense  ol 
your  straiffht-forward  and  high-minded  con- 
duct; and  have  often  expressed  my  senti- 
ments on  that  subject  to  Messrs.  Running- 
tons," — Mr.  Aubrey  bowed — **and  agam 
anxiously  beg  that  you  will  give  me  credit 
for  feeling  the  profoundest  sympathy" — :he 
paused,  as  if  from  emotion  :  and  such  might 
well  have  been  excited,  by  the  appearance 
of  Mr.  Aubrey — calm,  and  melancholy — his 
face  full  of  anxiety,  and  his  figure,  naturally 
slender,  evidently  somewhat  emaciated. 

**  I  wonder,"  thought  Gammon,  **  whether 
he  has  any  inturanca  on  his  life, — He  cer- 
tainly has  rather  a  consumptive  look :  how 
could  one  ascertain  whether  he  has  insured  1 
And  where  1"  "I  trust,  most  sincerely,  Mr. 
Aubrey,  that  the  mental  sufferings  you  must 
have  undergone  have  not  affected  your 
health  ?"  inquired  Gammon,  with  an  air  of 
infinite  eo/ieenu 

**  A  little,  but,  thank  God,  not  materially; 
I  never  was  very  robust,"  he  replied,  with  a 
faint,  sad  smile. 

"  ifoii;  like  his  uafer .'" — ^thought  Gammon 
watching  his  companion's  countenance  with 
real  interest. 

**I  am  not  quite  sure,  Mr.  Gamm6n,*' 
cpntinued  Aubrey,  *'that  I  am  observing 
eti(juette  in  thus  coming  to  you,  on  a  matter 
which  you  may  consider  ought  to  have  been 
left  to  my  attorneys,  and  who  know  nothing 
of  my  present  visit — ^but " 

'*  An  honourable  mind  like  yours,  Mr. 
Aubrey,  majr  surely  act  according  to  its  own 
impulses,  with  safety !  As  for  etiauette,  I 
know  of  no  professional  rule  which  I  break, 
in  entering  into  a  discussion  with  you  of  any 
topic  connected  with  the  action  which  has 
recently  been  determined,"  said  GammoF« 
cautiously  and  particularly  on  his  guard,  as 
soon  as  his  penetrating  eye  had  detected  the 
acuteness  wiiich  was  mingled  with  the  sin- 
cerity and  simplicity  of  character  beaming 
in  the  countenance  of  Mr.  Aubrey. 

**  I  dare  say  you  can  guess  the  occasioa 
of  my  visit,  Mr.  Gammon  1" 

"There  goes  our  bill — ^whew! — What 
now  1"  thought  Gammon. 

Mr.  Gammon  bowed,  with  an  anxious, 
expectant  air. 

'« I  allude  to  the  question  yet  remaining 
between  your  client,  Mc.Tvunn^aa^x^si&'tta 
—the  mesne  piofiXft— ^^ 
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*•  I  feared — ^I  expected  as  much!  It  gare 
me  infinite  anxiety,  as  soon  as  I  found  yoo 
were  approaching  the  subject  !'* 

"  To  me  it  is  really  a  matter  of  life  and 
death,  Mr,  Gammon.  It  is  one  pressinff  me 
on  almost  to  the  very  verge  of  madness!" 

"  My  dear  Mr.  Aubrey,"  said  Gammon, 
in  a  tone  and  with  a  look  which  touched  the 
heart  of  his  agitated  companion, "  don't  mag- 
nify the  mischief.  Don't — I  beg — imagine 
your  position  one  so  hopeless !  "What  is 
there  to  stand  in  the  way  of  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  these  claims  1  If  I  had  my 
way,  Mr.  Aubrey — and  if  I  thought  I  should 
ndt  be  acting  the  part  of  the  unjust  steward 
in  Scripture — I  would  write  sixty  thousand 
farthings  for  sixty  thousand  pounds !" 

*'  You  have  named  the  sum  for  which  I 
believe  I  am  legally  liable  to  Mr.  Titmouse," 
Baid  Mr.  Aubrey,  with  forced  composure; 
'Mt  is  a  sum  as  completely  out  of  my  power 
to  pay,  or  secure— or  even  a  quarter  of  it — 
as  to  give  him  one  of  the  stars.*' 

*<  I  am  aware,  Mr.  Aubrey,  that  you  must 
have  had  m&ny  calls  upon  you,  which  must 
have  temporarily  crippled  your  resources — ^" 

•*  Temporarily !"  echoed  Mr.  Aubrey,  with 
a  sickening  smile. 

'*  I  devoutly  trust  that  it  is  only  temporary ! 
For  your  own  and  family's  sake,"  he  added 
quickly,  observing  the  watchfulness  with 
which  his  every  look  and  word  was  rejgard- 
ed  by  his  companion.  "Any  proposal,  Mr. 
Aubrey,"  he  continued,  with  the  same  ap- 
parent kindness  of  manner,  but  with  serious 
deliberation,  **  which  you  may  think  proper 
to  make,  I  am  ready— eager — to  receive  and 
consider  in  a  liberal  spirit.  I  repeat — if  you 
'had  me  only  to  deal  with — ^you  would  leave 
this  room  with  a  lightened  heart ;  but,  to  be 
plain  and  candid,  our  client,  Mr.  Titmouse, 
IS  a  very  difficult  person  to  deal  with.  I 
pledge  my  word  of  honour  to  you — (OA, 
Gammon!  Gammon!  Gammon!) — that  I 
have  repeatedly  urged  upon  Mr.  Titmouse 
to  release  you  from  all  the  rents  received  by 
you  previously  to  your  receiving  legal  notice 
,of  the  late  proceedings."  I  suppose  Gam- 
mon felt  this  declaration  was  not  received 
hy  Mr.  Aubrey  as  implicitly  as  the  former 
desired  and  expected ;  for  with  a  slight  stiflf- 
iiess,  he  added,  "I  assure  you,  sir,  thatit  is 
a  fact.  I  have  always  been  of  opinion  that 
the  law  is  harsh,  and  even  faulty  in  prin- 
ciple, which,  in  such  a  case  as  yours — 
where  the  possessor  of  an  estate,  to  which 
he  believed  himself  bom,  is  ousted  by  a 
title  of  which  he  had  no  previous  knowledge, 
tioT  MEANS  of  know  ledge" — Gammon  uttered 
//liff  very  pointedly,  and  with  his  eye  fixed 
senrchingfy  upon  that  of  Mr.  AmVjic^ — ^^^tc- 
quire^  the  ousted  parly  to  make  good  \\i<i\tiooi^ 
ntahe  had  so  innocently  appioprviV^  \o\    ''*'OV.'i«\iaX'^V^.^Y^-^'i.^Y^^«asfi>.^^ 


his  own  use.  That  is  my  opinion^  tbon^ 
it  may  be  wrong.  I  am  bound  to  say,  boir 
ever,  that  as  the  law  now  stands — if  Mr 
Titmouse  should,  contrary  to  my  adriea-* 
determine  to  stand  upon  his  strict  rights—* 
Gammon  paused,  shook  his  head,  shrugged 
his  shoulders,  and  looked  with  melancWj 
significance  at  Mr.  Aubrey. 

**I  am  entirely  at  his  mercy i  I  ondfr 
stand.  I  do  trust,  however,  that,  in  llie 
name  of  our  common  humanity,  he  will  fatfe 
some  little  consideration  for  the  helpless^ 
the  miserable  situation  in  which  I  am  M 
unexpectedly  placed,"  said  Aubrey,  witk 
mournful  energy.  "  Never  having  imagined 
it  necessary  to  save  money " 

•*  Oh  no— nor  with  such  an  income  m 
yours  was,  to  resort,  I  fear,  to  any  of  thi 
ordinary  modes — insurance,  and  so  forth,* 
interposed  Gammon,  with  an  easy  air. 

"  No — ^no !  nothing  of  the  sort" — "  Ah  !- 
the  dense  you  have  not  !'*  thought  Gamnxai, 
"  and  I  confess  it  was  improvident  of  me. 
My  situation  is  so  deplohtble  and  despertu, 
that  disguise  would  be  absurd,  even  cooldl 
stoop  to  It;  and  I  declare,  in  the  preseoee 
of  Heaven,  Mr.  Gammon,  thatwithoutpst' 
ing  with  the  little  remnant  of  plate  I  \am 
preserved,  and  my  books,  I  am  unable  1b 
make  up  even  the  amount  of  yoar  bill  mA 
in    the  day  before  yesterday'* — Gammfli 
gazed  at  Aubrey,  earnestly,  but  in  sileoe»- 
*'  and  if  my  miserable  remnant  of  meaxa  k 
so  appropriated,  we  are  Kteraliy  heggari*" 
he  paused,  and  his  voice  faltered. 

'*  Indeed — indeed,  you  distress  me  beyoii 
measure,  Mr.  Aubrey,"  said  Gammon,  iai 
low  tone. 

"  If  you  can  but  secure  me  a  mereifiS 
interval,  to  prepare  myself  for  the  prefer 
sion  which  I  have  entered — the  bar — wtafr 
ever  earnings  I  might  obtain,  after  sariift 
hare  maintenance  for  myself  and  fiun^f 
shall  he  devoted  faithfully  to  liquidate  m 
heavy  claims  upon  me!  For  myself, Ife 
Gammon,  I  do  not  care  about  living  mi 
bread  and  water  for  the  next  ten  years;  W 
there  are  others" — his  voice  trembled.  **  Sii 
by  every  consideration  which  a  gentleMi 
may  be  mfluenced  by,  I  conjure  you  to  nift 
fere  between  me  and  utter  immediate  vAiT 
This  was  the  real  thrilling  language  o?  At 
heart ;  but  it  failed  to  produce  the  leasf  rah 
pression  upon  Gammon,  exciting  oolyi*' 
tense  chagrin  and  disappointment  "W 
that  it  were  but  in  my  power,"  said  bs,  wilfc 
great  energy,  "  to  send  you  out  of  this  roai 
a  free  man !  If  I  alone  were  to  beconsuM* 
I  would  instantly  absolve  you  from  all  ^ 
mands — or  at  least  give  )'ou  jourowatiBf* 
^iv\  XaLVfc  wo  other  security  than  your  fc^ 
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a  happy  family  should  we  be  if  only^ 
he  could  not  finish  the  sentence,  for  he  was 
gteatly  moved. 

«*  Here's  a  ketUe  of  fish,**  thought  Gam- 
mon to  himself,  and  bending  down  his  head, 
he  covered  his  eyes  with  his  hands;— 
^'  worse,  far  worse  than  I  had  suspected.  I 
would  take  five  pounds  for  all  my  residuary 
interest  in  the  sixty  thousand  pounds !  Fve 
not  the  least  doubt  that  he's  speaking  the 
truth !  But  the  ^7/  part  of  the  business  is 
highly  unsatisfactory!  I  should  like  old 
Quirk  to  be  here  just  now !  Surely  he  must 
be  able  to  get  securi^  t  Such  fnends  and 
connexions  as  his.  if  one  could  only  get 
them  to  join  him  in  security  for  ten 
thousand  pounds — stay— -that  won't  ex- 
actly do,  either;  I  must  have  my  thumb 
apon  him." 

*^I  am  so  profoundly  affected  by  the 
litaation  in  which  you  are  placed,  Mr. 
iubsey,"  said  Gammon,  at  length  appearing 
o  have  subdued  his  emotion,  and  reeling  it 
leoessarv  to  say  something,  **  that  I  think 
.  may  take  upon  myself  to  say  the  instruc- 
ians  which  we  .have  received  shall  not  be 
icted  uDon,  come  what  may.  Those  must 
^  really  monsters,  not  men,  who  could 
iress  upon  one  in  your  position ;  and  that 
uch  should  be  attempt^  by  one  who  has 
Qcceeded  to  your  former  advantages,  is 
ncooceivably  shookinjgr.  Mr.  Aubrey,  you 
hall  not  be  crujAeti— indeed  you  shall  not, 
o  long  as  1  am  a  member— perhaps  not  the 
east  infiuential  one— in  this  firm,  and  have" 
ny  influence  with  your  formidable  creditor, 
ilr.  Titmouse.  I  cannot  do  justice  to  my 
lesixe  to  shelter  you  and  yours,  Mr.  Aubrey, 
rem  the  storm  you  dread  so  justly."  There 
raa  a  warmth,  an  energy  in  Gammon's 
aanner,  while  saying  all  this,  which  cheered 
be  drooping  heart  of  poor  Mr.  Aubrey. 
^  What  I  am  about  to  say,  Mr.  Aubrey,  is 
a  complete  confidence,"  continued  Uam- 
Qon,  in  a  low  tone.  Mr.  Aubrey  bowed, 
vith  a  litUe  anxious  excitement  in  his 
nanner.  **  May  I  rely  upon  your  honour 
lad  secrecy?" 

^*  Most  implicitly,  sir.  What  you  desire 
ne  to  keep  within  my  own  breast,  no  one 
ipon  earth  shall  know  from  me." 

*'  There  are  serious  difficulties  in  the  way 
>f  servini;  you.  Mr.  Titmouse  is  a  weak 
kod  inexperienced  young  man,  naturally 
pelted  to  a  great  pitch  by  his  present  eleva^ 
ioD,  and  ^ready  embarrassed  for  want 
»f  ready  money.  You  may  imagine,  sir, 
hat  his  liabiUties  to  us  are  of  consider- 
hle  magnitude.  You  would  hardly  credit, 
ifr.  Aubrey,  the  amount  of  mere  money  out 
nf  pocket  for  which  he  stands  indebted  to 
10 ;  oar  oatJafdariag  0ie  last  two  years, 
Bring  considerably  crippled  our  pecuniary 
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lesourees,  in  an  extensive  practice  like  ours, 
and  driven  us  to  incur  liabilities,  which 
are  beffinnin^  to  occasion  my  partners  and 
myself  considerable  anxiety.  Of  course, 
Mt.  Aubrey,  we  must  look  to  Mr.  Titmouse 
to  be  speedily  reimbursed ;  he  insists  upon 
our  immediately  calling  upon  you;  and  I 
have  reason  to  suspect  that  he  has  at  his 
elbow  one  or  two  very  heartless  advisers, 
who  have  suggested  this  to  him;  for  he 
follows  it  most  pertinaciously.  That  he 
cannot  meet  the  liabilities  I  have  alluded  to, 
out  of  his  annual  income,  without  ST^-allow- 
ing  it  up  entirely  for  eighteen  months  or  two 
years,  is  certain.  I  regret  to  say  that  Mr. 
Quirk  and  Mr.'  Snap  encourage  his  disposi- 
tion to  press  you ;— do  not  be  alarmed,  my 
dear  sir !"  he  continued,  observing  the  deadly 
paleness  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  whose  eye  was 
riveted  upon  that  of  Gammon,  *'  for  I  de- 
clare that  I  will  stand  between  you  and 
them,  and  it  is  enough  for  me  to  say  that  I 
have  the  power  of  doing  so.  I  am  the  only 
person  living  who  happens  to  possess  the 
means  of  influencing  Mr.  Titmouse ;  and  I 
am  determined  to  avail  myself  of  them. 
Now,  bearing  in  mind  that  I  have  no  legal 
authority  from  him,  and  am,  at  the  same 
time,  only  one  of  a  firm,  and  assuring 
you  that  I  am  entailing  a  serious  respon- 
sibility upon  myself  in  what  I  am  doing, 
let  me  throw  out  for  your  consideration 
my  general  notion  of  what  I  think  ought 
to  be  done — merely  my  oflf-hand  no- 
tion." 

*•  I  perfectly  understand ;  I  listen  with 
inexpressible  anxiety,"  said  Mr.  Aubrey. 

**  Had  I  been  consulted,  we  should  have 
proposed  to  you,  with  reference  to  our  bill 
(which  I  candidly  acknowledge  contains  a 
much  more  liberal  entry  than  would  be 
allowed  on  taxation,  and  which  is  none  of 
my  doing,") — Gammon  knew  the  credit 
for  candour  which  this  acknowledgment  of 
a  fact  of  which  Messrs.  Runnington  would 
quickly  apprize  him  on  looking  at  the  bill, 
was  likely  to  obtain  for  him  with  Mr.  Au- 
brey— *•  I  say,  I  should  have  proposed  to  • 
you,  in  the  first  instance,  the  payment  of  our 
bill  by  instalments,  during  the  next  three  or 
four  years,  provided  you  could  have  obtained 
partial  security.  But  I  am  only  one  of  three, 
and  I  know  the  determination  of  Mr.  Quirk 
and  Mr.  Snap,  not  to  listen  to  any  proposal 
with  reference  to  the  mesne  profits,  which 
is  not  based  upon — in  short,  they  say,  the 
bill  must  be  paid  without  being  looked  trUo — 
I  mean,"  he  added  quickly,  **  without  its 
being  subjected  to  the  harassing  and  pro- 
tracted scrutiny  which  a  dUVTOLal<^>'«a.  ^s«le► 
grateful  client,  V^aa  Vt  v><>  fe^^^woJ^^  \t^V\% 
power  to  inflicl.  0\i,\e\.  m^  ^Na^giv^  la- 
thing iioxn  you,  in^  de^^i  ««i  ^^^  ^  wcx^cs^ 
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tion  of  tjiib  kind  between  two  ffentlemen,*' 
continned  Gammon,  witH  an  admirable  aSr 
of  frankness,  for  he  perceWed  that  Mr.  Au- 
brey looked  slightly  staggered.  **!  am 
ashamed  to  acknowledge  that  that  bill  does 
contain  exorbitant  entries— entries  which 
have  led  to  very  frequent  and  fierce  disputes 
between  me  and  my  partners.  But  wnai  i$ 
to  be  ddmef  Mr.  Quirk  is  the  moneyed  man 
of  the  firm ;  and  if  you  were  to  nance  at 
^e  articles  of  our  partnership*'— Ganmion 
shruffsed  his  shoulders  and  sighed-—**  you 
woufa  see  the  tyrannical  extent  of  power 
over  his  partners  which^  in  virtue  of  that 
circumstance,  he  has  secured !  You  ob- 
serve how  candid  I  am — ^perhap9  foolishly 
so." 

**  IVe  not  quite  mastered  him—I  can  tell 
it  by  his  eye,"  thought  Gammon—^*  is  this 
a  game  ot  chess  l^tween  us  I  I  wonder 
whether,  after  all,  Messrs.  Runningtons  are 
aware  of  his  being  here— knowing  his  abi- 
lity—-and  having  put  him  thoroughly  on  his 
guard  t  He  is  checking  strong  feelmgs  in- 
cessantly, and  evidently  weighing  every 
word  I  utter.  Misery  has  sharpen^  facul- 
ties naturally  acute,' ^ 

^  Pray,  do  not  say  so,  Mr.  Gammon ;  I 
fully  appreciate  your  motives.  I  am  de- 
voured with  anxiety  for  an  intimation  of  the 
nature  of  the  terms  which  you  were  about, 
so  kindly,  to  specify." 

^^ Specify  is  perhaps  rather  too  strong  a  term ; 
but  to  proceed.  Supposinff,  Mr.  Aubrey,  the 


prelimmai^  matter  which  1  have  alluded  to,   — Mr.  Aubrey  continuing  highly 


Cbmmon  gazing  at  him  vnth  joStMi 
amazement.  T^  paper  which  he  hoi  it 
his  hand  trembled ;  Vie  was  obliged  to  laj  it 
down  on  his  lap,  lest  Mr.  AoMey  shooM 
perceive  bis  agitation. 

**  I  am  guilty  of  great  weakness,  sir,"  tf 
length  said  Mr.  Aubrey— his  eXoitesMit 
only  a  little  abated.  He  stood  eiect,  isd 
spoke  with  stem  precision ;  **  but  yon,  ptf* 
baps  unconsciously,  proyoked  the  diiplsj 
of  it.  Sir,  I  am  ruined ;  I  am  a  bemr; 
we  are  all  mined ;  we  are  all  beggaisTltii 
the  ordering  of  God,  and  I  bow  to  it  D* 
you  presume,  sir,  to  think  tbatatlaftaj 
Hoifotra  is  in  danger  1  and  consider  it  seev' 
sary,  as  if  you  were  warning  one  wboo  jpn 
saw  about  to  become  a  criminal,  to  expsinli 
on  the  nature  of  the  meditated  act  by  wbiek 
I  am  to  disgrace  myself  and  my  §ubS^T 
Here  they  s^med  suddenly  standing  arosi' 
him.  Ids  lip  quivered,  bis  eyes  filled,  aid  ki 
trembled  with  exoessiye  emotion. 

**  This  is  a  sally  equally  unezpeeled,  Ib^ 

Aubrey,  and,  permit  me  to  add,  unwarM^ 

able,"  said  Gammon,  ^Imly,  baving  ist^ 

\ 'v«t«i  VitA  tel^posseasion.    *«  Yon  have  mr 

'^Peiiectij— bat  I  feel  so  ov^Tesisttd  vuiWx^l  IfiA»«IA«n^lwA  iba\  ^  I  have  iH  «■ 


satisfactorily  arranged,  I  am  disposed  to  say 
that  if  you  could  mid  securi^  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds, 
within  a  year,  or  a  year  and  a  half.'*— (Mr. 
Aubrey's  teeth  almost  chattered  at  the  men- 
tion of  it.)— "I — ^I— that  is,  my  impression 
is— but  it  is  only  mtn«"— added  Gammon, 
earnestly — ''4hat  the  rest  should  be  left  to 
your  own  honour,  giving  at  the  same  time  a 
personal  undertaking  to  pay,  at  a  future— « 
very  distant  day— in  the  manner  most  con- 
venient to  yourself— the  sum  often  thousand 
pounds  more— making  in  all  only  one-third 
of  the  sum  due  from  you;  and  receiving  an 
absolute  release  from  Mr.  Ti^ouse  in  re- 
spect of  the^maining  two-thirds,  namely, 
forty  thousand  pounds. 

Mr.  Aubrey  listened  to  all  this  with  his 
feelings  and  fiumlties  strong  to  the  utmost 
pitch  of  intensity;  and  when  Gammon  had 
ceased,  timerienced  a  transient  sense,  as  of 
the  fearful  mountain  that  had  pressed  so 
long  on  his  heart,  moving. 

*^Have  I  made  myself  intelligible,  Mr. 
Auhnji^  inqoiied  Gammon,  with  a  kind 
hui  terioQa  air. 


topics  we  are  discussing^  that  I  wemtf  si 
present  appreciate  the  position  in  which  jm 
would  place  me.  I  must  throw  mys^  Mi. 
Ganunon,  entirely  upon  your  induijgeDce,'' 

Gammon  looked  a  little  disappoinied. 

*'  I  can  imagine  your  feelings,  sir."    He 
took  a  sheet  of  paper  and  a  pencil ;  sod 
while  he  made  a  row  memoranda  of  ttie  ar- 
rangement  which  he  had  been  mentioDing^ 
*'  You  see— the  great  result  of  what  I  hare 
been  hastily  sketching  off  is     to  givs  jm 
ample  time  to  pay  the  sums  which  I  bare 
named,  and  to  reueve  you,  at  once,  abtt^ 
lutely  from  no  less  a  sum  than  fortt  tbot- 
SAMD  POUNDS,"  Said  he,  with  emphasis  nd 
deliberation^  ^  for  which—and  with  inteicst 
—you  would  otherwise  remain  liable  to  ^ 
day  of  your   deatfi — there    could    be  m 
escape— except,  perhaps,  into  banishoeBt, 
which,  with  your  feemm*  would  be  want 
than  death— 4or  it  would  be  a  diMkontfurdk 
exile— to  avoid  just  liabilities— and  then 
who  bear  your  name—" 

**Pray,  sir,  be  silent!'^  exclaimed  Mi: 
Aubjey,  in  a  tone  that  electrified  GamDci 
— starting  from  his  chair.  His  face  wai 
whitenetT;  his  eye  glanced  Ughlning  at  Ui 
companion.  Dagon-like,  Gammon  Sad  pit 
forth  his  hand,  and  touched  the  aik  of  At> 
brey's  honour.  Gammon  lost  his  eobor, 
and  for  the  first  time  q^uailed  before  the  mt 
jesty  of  man;  'twas  also  the  majesty  <f 
suffering;  he  had  been  torturing  a  noMe  wt 
ture.    Neifter  of  them  spoke  for  some  tiM 
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Mil'  iilieii'  iMch  mfynrf  Booh  Mr.  An- 1 
biey.?^  G«mmoii*8  voice  treanbled.  **  9af- 
fer  me  to  tell  yoa  thttlfeel  an  inezpieesible 
reepeet  and  adniiTation  for  yon;  and  am 
misOTable  at  the  thoogrht  of  one  word  of 
mine  baTinff  oeeasioiwd  you  an  instant*! 
nneaeiness.'' 

When  a  geneioas  nature  is  thoe  treated, 
It  la  apt  to  feel  an  exeeaaiye  contrition  for 
any  fanlt  or  extraraganoe  which  it  may  have 
coomiitted — an  exceasive  appieeiation  of  the 
pein  it  may  have  inflicted  on  another.  Tboa 
It  was  that,  by  the  time  Gammon  had  done 
epeakinff,  Mr.  Aubrey  felt  ashamed  and 
mortified  at  himself^  and  coneeived  an  ad« 
notation  of  the  dignified  foibearaaoe  of  Gam- 
mon, which  quickly  heightened  into  respect 
for  his  general  character,  and  fervent  grati- 
tude for  the  dispoaition  which  he  had  evinc- 
ed, firom  firat  to  last,  ao  disinterestedly  to 
atrve  a  mined  man.  He  seemed  now  to 
▼iew  all  that  Gammon  had  proposed  in 
qnile  a  new  li^ht^-lhrough  quite  another 
mediom;  and  his  excitable  feeiing$'weiB  in 
■erne  danger  of  distarbinr  hts  judgment. 

**  As  I  am  a  man  of  ousiness,  Mr.  An«> 
bfsy,"  said  Gcrnmon,  with  'a  very  captivat- 
ing smile—hew  firaidc  and  fbrgivin|f  seemed 
his  temper  to  Aubrey!— <** and  this  a  place 
Uft  buaiaesB,  shall  we  resume  our  conversa* 
tienl  With  refereace  to  tiie  first  ten  thou- 
sand pounds,  it  can  be  a  matter  of  future 
arraligemeiit,  as  to  the  instrumsnta  by  which 
its  payment  is  to  be  secured;  and  as  for  the 
ramainin^  ten  thonaand,  if  I  were  not  afraid 
of  rsndenng^m][self  li^iie  to  Mr.  Titmouse 
far  ne^eeting  us  interests,  I  riiould  be  eon- 
tsntwith  your  vecbal  promise— your  mere 
woid  of  honour,  to  pay  it^  as  and  when  you 
confeniently  could.  But,  in  justice  to  my* 
salf^  I  really  must  make  a  akaim  of  aecurity 
ftom  yon.  Say,  for  inatanee,  two  pronmh 
aoiy  netes,  fer  JB506(I  eaeh,  payable  to  Mr. 
Titeouse.  Tou  may  really  regard  ^em  as 
flMtlNS  of  mere  fixin ;  for,  when  you  shall 
have  given  them  to  me,  thej  will  be  depo» 
sitad  wfrt^  ^pointing  to  an  iron  safe,)  «*and 
not  again  be  heaid  of,  untfl  you  may  mquiie 
te  dun.  The  inflnenoe  which  I  happen 
to  have*  obtained  over  Mr.  Titmouse,  you 
nay  seljr  upon  »y  exercising  with  some 
energy,  if  ever  he  should  be  disposed  to 
piess  you  for  payment  of  either  of  the  instru* 
ments  I  have  mentioned.  I  tell  you  candidly 
tint  Ifaey  mnat  be  negotiable  in  point  of 
form;  and  I  assure  you,  as  sincerely,  that  I 
will  not  permit  them  to  be  negotiatBd.  Nowy 
amw  I  venture  to  hope  that  we  understand 
eech  odier,'*  added  Gammoo,  with  a  cheer- 
ful air;  **  and  timt,  If  this  be  an  arrangement 
vrliieh  1  shall  be  able  to  carry  into  effect,  it 
is  a  suHisiwnt  evidence  of  my  desire  to  serve 
jmtf  end  iens  the  effect  of  mJieving  you 


firom  an  ImmMiss  kid  ef  ftntiety  and  lii- 
bilityr* 

**  An  immense—^  crushing  load,  indeed, 
sir,  if  you  have  but  power  to  cany  yonr 
views  into  effect,*'  relied  Mr.  Aubrey,  wltfi 
a  sigh  of  anxiety,  and  a  look  of  gratitude. 

** Leave  that  to  me,  my  dear  sir;  I  iriil 
undertake  to  de  it;  I  will  move  heaven  and 
earth  to  do  it — and  the  more  eageiiyand 
anxiously,  for  that  I  may  thereby  hope  to 
establish  a  kind  of  set-off  against  the  misery 
and  loss  which  my  professional  exertions 
have  contributed  to  occasion  vou  !** 

•♦I  feel  very  deeply  sensible  of  vourvery 
great — your  unexpected  kindness,  Mr.  Gam- 
mon ;  but  still,  the  arrangement  suggesMd, 
b  one  which  occasions  me  dreadfVil  anxiety, 
as  to  my  being  able  to  carry  out  my  part  of 

**Nev0r^  never  despair,  Mr.  Aubrey! 
Heaven  helps  those  who  help  themselves; 
and  I  really  imagine  I  see  your  powetffol 
energies  already  bo^fiiming  to  surmeuni 
Tour  prodigious  difltculties!  When  you 
have  slept  over  the  matter,  yon  will  feel  the 
full  relief  which  this  arrangement  is  so  eal^ 
culated  te  afford  your  spirits.  Of  couiss, 
too,  you  will  lose  no  time,  in  eommuoicat- 
ing  to  Messrs.  Runnington  the  naturs.of 
the  arrangement  which  f  have  proposed,  I 
can  predict  that  they  will  not  be  a  little  dis^ 
poaed  to  urge  you  to  complete  it.  I  cannot, 
however,  help  once  more  reminding  you,  in 
justice  to  myself;  Mr.  Aubrey,  that  it  isi>vf 
a  proposition,  in  making  which,  I  hope  ttiat 
it  win  not  prsve  that!  have  been  carrM 
away  by  my  fMings  much  flmher  than  mj 
dug  to  mv  client  or  his  interest!^* 

Mr.  Aubv^  was  afhdd  to  hear  him  finish 
the  sentence,  lest  the  fkint  dawn  of  hops' 
should  disappear  frfMA  the  dark  and  troubled 
surfece.  **T  will  consult,  as  you  suggssti 
sir,  my  professional  advisers;  and  fen  con* 
fident  that  they  v^ll  feel  as  yon  predict  I 
feel  bound  to  consult  tAem^ 

**Oh,  esttalttiy!  I  am  very  strict  in  the 
observance  of  profbssional  etiquette,  Mn 
Aubrey,  I  assure  you ;  md  should  not  think 
of  going  on  with  this  arrangement,  ese^ 
wim  there,  acting  on  your  behalf.  One 
thing  I  have  to  be^,  M^.  Aubrey,  that  eithsr 
yuu  or  they  will  communicate  the  result  of 
your  ddiberations  to  lae,  personally.  I  am 
very  desirous  that  the  suggested  arrange* 
meat  should  be  broken  to  uiem  by  me.  By 
the  wny,  if  you  would  fevour  me  with  your 
address,  I  would  make  a  point  of  calling  at 
your  houss  either  late  in  the  evening  or 
early  in  the  morning." 

As  if  Messrs.  Qn&k,  Gammcm,  and  Saa^^ 
had  iKVI  kept  ea^e  e^va  >5:^«2nkVA  «^«n 
movemffiai  noiee  t5Q«»wi^Xa»mi>^«V^>'^^^ 
to  attj  sudden  tip^\Sfis»«jnlot^^«rrxtli»% 


no 
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AtfMt  which  a  Botpidioiis  moTement  of  his 
tows^jds  the  sea-coast  might  render  ne- 
cessary. 

'*  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  yon*  sir—- but 
it  would  be  far  more  convenient  for  both  of 
us,  if  you  could  drop  me  a  line,  or  favour 
me  with  a  call  at  Mr.  Weasel's,  in  Pome- 
granate Court,  in  the  Temple.'* 

Grammon  blushed  scaiiet :  but  for  this  ac- 
cidental mention  of  the  name  of  Mr.  Weasel, 
who  was  one  of  the  pleaders  occasionally 
employed  by  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and 
Snap  in  heavy  matters— in  all  probability 
Mr.  Aubrey  miffht  have  had  to  exercise  his 
faculties,  if  so  disposed,  upon  a  declaration 
of  trespass  for  mesne  profits,  in  a  caase  of 
*y7Htmouu  V.  Aubrey  r 

, "  As  you  like— as  you  like,  Mr.  Aubrey," 
replied  Gammon,  with  difficulty  concealing 
his  feelings  of  pique  and  disappointment  as 
losing  the  opportunity  of  a  personal  intro- 
duction to  Mr.  Aubrey's  family.  After  a 
few  words  of  general  conversation.  Gammon 
inquiring  how  Mr.' Aubrey  liked  his  new 
profession,  and  assuring  him,  in  an  empha- 
tic manner,  that  he  might  rely  upon  being 
supported  from  the  moment  of  nis  being 
called  to  the  bar,  by  almost  all  the  common- 
law  business  of  the  firm  of  *^  Quilk,  Gam- 
mon, and  Snap"— they  parted.  It  had  been 
to  Mr.  Aubrey  a  memorable  interview— end 
to  Gammon  a  somewhat  arduous  affair, 
taxing  to  an  unusual  extent  his  power  of 
self-command  and  dissimulation.  As  soon 
as  he  ^as  left  alone,  his  thoughts  instantly 
recurred  to  Aubrey's  sinffmar  burst  of 
fakuteur  and  indignation:  &ammon  had  a 
stinging  sense  of  submission  to  superior 
enersj-^and  felt  indignant  with  himself  for 
not  mving  resented  it.  Setting  aside  this 
source  of  exquisite  irritation  to  3ie  feelings 
of  a  proud  man.  Gammon  felt  a  depi^essing 
consciousness  that  he  had  not  met  with  his 
usual  success,  in  his  recent  encounter  with 
Mr.  Aubrey,  who  had  been  thiouehout  cau- 
ttoQs,  watchful,  and  courteously  distrustful. 
He  had  afforded  occasbnal  glimpses  of  the 
unapproachable  pride  ;  of  his  nature-'^nd 
Qammon  bad  crouched!  Was  there  any 
thing  in  their  interview-r-thonght  Gammon, 
walking  thoughtfully  to  and  fro  in  his  room 
-^whi(£«  when  Aubrey  came  to  reflect  upon 
-^or  instance— had  dammon  disclosed  too 
much  about  the  extent  of  his  influence  over 
Titmouse  1  His  cheek  slightly  flushed;  a 
sigh  of  fatigue  and  excitement  escaped  him ; 
2^  gathenng  together  his  papers,  ne  began 
tq  prepare  for  quitting  the  office  for  the 
day. 

Mi.  Aubrey  quitted  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gam- 
mpn^  and  Snap's  oflke  with  feelvimfi 
aungled  ezhauatton  and  deapondene^ 
Aia  walked  down  Saffron   Hill 


rK,Mam-  ais| 
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deplorable  neig^boivhocd !  whattemettt 
he  witness?  Poverty  and  proftigacy  rs* 
veiling  on  all  hands  in  their  wild  and  filthv 
excesses!  Here  was  an  Irishman,  halih 
stupefied  with  liquor  and  bathed  in  blood, 
haying  just  been  rescued  from  a  dfeadfbl 
fisht  in  a  low  underground  public-house 
cellar,  bv  his  squalid  wife,  with  dishevelled 
hair  and  a  'filthy  infant  in  her  arms— who 
vtralked  beside  him  cursing,  pinchiner,  and 
striking  him — ^reproaching  him  wiUi  ths 
knowings  that  she  and  her  seven  cbildrea 
were  lyin^  starving  at  home ;  presently  he 
fell  down  mto  the  gutter,  and  she  with  ber 
infant  fell  down  over  him ! 

There  waaawoman — as  it  were  a  bloated 
mass  of  filth  steeped  in  griii-.«tanding  with 
a  drunken  smile,  at  an  old  clothes-stall, 
pawning  for  a  glass  of  ^  a  dirty  little  shirt, 
which  she  bad  a  few  minutes  before  stripped 
from  the  back  of  one  of  her  then  half-naxed 
children ! 

A  little  further  on  was  a  noisy  crowd 
around  two  men  carrying  a  shutter,  oa 
which  was  strapped  the  bleedin?  body  (t 
handkerchief  spread  over  the  face;  of  a  pocr 
bricklayer,  fallen  a  few  minnlaa  before  nen 
the  top  of  some  scafiToldinff,  and  then  in  tha 
agonies  of  death-*leavin|r  behind  him  a  wife 
and  twelve  children,  tor  whom  he  had 
slaved  from  morning  to  night,  who  were 
now  ignorant  of  what  had  be&Uen  hha, 
and  that  they  were  lef^  entirely  destitale. 

There  vras  a  skimiT  little  terrified  uicfais, 
about  eight  years  old,  with  nothing  to  con- 
ceal his  dirty,  half-starved  body,  but  a 
tattered  man's  coat,  pinned  roniMl  him; 
dying  with  hunger,  he  had  stolen  a  vil- 
lanoos-lookihg  bare  bone— scarce  a  half- 
penny worth  of  meat  opon  it;  and  a  biawaj 
constable,  his  kirackles  fiercely  duff  into  tbs 
poor  little  offender's  neck,  with  iiis  tisht 
grasp,  was  leading  him  oflT  to  the  pobot 
office,  followed  by  his  shrieking  mother; 
from  the  police  office  he  would  be  comnuttad 
to  Newgate,  and  thence,  after  two  or  three 
months' imprisonment,  he  would  be  flogged 
—miserable  little  wretch !— hy  the  commas 
hangman,  (who  had  hanged  the  child^ 
father  some  six  months  before,)  and  dis 
charg|pd  to  return  several  times  uid  midenpo 
a  similar  process ;  then  to  be  transpoitM; 
and  finally  be  hanged,  as  had  been  his  &th^ 
before  him. 

These  startling  scenes  passed  befece  Hr. 
Aubrey,  in  the  course  of  nve  minates'  walk 
down  Saffinon  Hill— during  which  period  ha 
now  and  then  paused,  and  gazed  aroond  hiM 
with  fedings  of  pity,  of  astonishm^  of 
disgust,  which  presently  blended  and  daep> 
eiMb^  \Tv\x>  otkA  feeling  of  horror.  Tbees 
«efaTMea^  v>  ^^scv^  %k^  V^v^^  SmbsJimml    (Mjfn 
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irhieh  theii  faiAiliarity  is  apt  to  induce— -to 
Mr.  Aubrey,  had  on  them  all  the  frightful 
Iflare  of  novelty.  He  had  nerer  witnessed 
any  thin^  of  the  sort  before;  and  had  no 
notion  of  its  existence.  The  people  on  each 
•ide  of  the  hill,  however,  seemed  perfectly 
familiar  with  such  scenes,  which  they  seem- 
ed to  yiew  with  the  same  stupid  indiffer- 
eoce  with  which  a  lamb  led  to  the  alaughier 
is  beheld  hj  one  that  has  spent  his  life  next 
door  to  the  slaughter-house.  The  Jew 
elothesman,  before  whose  door  he  stood  for 
a  second  or  two,  arrested  by  tiie  horrifying 
spectacle  of  the  bleeding  wretch  borne  along 
to  the  hospital— 4ook  the  opportunity  to 
assail  him  with  insolent  importunity.  A  fat 
baker,  and  a  greasy  eatihg-house  keeper 
stQod  each  at  his  door.  Oh,  how  utterly  in- 
sensible to  the  rsTenous  want  that  flitted 
incessantly  past  them !  The  pallid^pectres 
haunting  the  ffin-paiace  at  the  comer,  gazed 
with  snnkeiu  lackpliisire  eye,  and  drunken 
apathy  at  the  man  borne  by. 

What  scenes  were  these !  And  what  other, 
hidden  scenes  did  they  not  indicate  the  ex- 
istence of!  ''Gracionb  mercy!'*  thou^t 
Aubrey,  **  what  a  world  have  I  been  living 
in !  And  this  dismal  aspect  of  it  exposed 
to  me  just  when  I  have  lost  all  power  of  re- 
lieving its  wretchedness  !*'— 4iere  a  thrill  of 
anguish  passed  through  his  heart — ^''but, 
wo,  wo  is  me !  If  at  3iis  moment  I  had  a 
thousand  times  ten  thousand  a  ^ear,  how  fm 
would  it  go  amidst  the  scenes  similar  to  this, 
which  abound  in  this  one  cityt  Oh  God ! 
what  unutterable  horror  must  be  in  store  for 
those  who,  intrusted  by  Thee  with  an  over- 
flowinff  abundance,  disregard  the  misery 
around  them  in  guilty  selfishness  and  indo-s 
ience,  or'*— -he  shuadfil^sd — **  expend  it  in 
sensuality  and  profligaey !  Will  Dives  be- 
come sensible  of  this  misconduct,  only  when 
he  shall  have  entered  upon  his  next  scene 
of  existence  and  punishment  1  Oh,  merciful 
Creator!  how  is  my  heart  vming  by  the 
sight  of  such  scenes  as  these  1  Awful  and 
mysterious  Author  of  existence,  fhlher  of 
iketpirilM  rfallJUth,  are  these  states  of  being 
which  Thou  hast  ordained  1  Are  these  thy 
^ildren  1  Are  these  my  fellow-creatures  t 
Oh,  help  me !  help  me !  my  weak  heart 
faints ;  my  clouded  understanding  is  con- 
founded! I  cannot — insect  that  I  am! — 
discern  the  scope  and  end  of  thy  economy, 
of  thy  dread  government  of  the  world ;  yet 
I  KNOW  that  thou  reigntit!  thougli  elwids 
mnd  darkness  are  around  thee !  Righleou*' 
ne»  and  judgment  are  the  habitaiion  tf  thy 
ikronef  with  righUouanea  ahalt  thou  judge 
the  worlds  Aim  the  people  with  equity  !** 

Like  as  the  lesser  light  is  lost  in  the 

greater,  bo,  in  Anbrejr'e  case,  was  the  lesser 

heff  he  $u0Saed,  merged  in  ida  sense  of 
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the  greater  misery  he  witiiessedj  Whait, 
after  all,  was  his  position,  in  comparison 
with  that  of  those  now  before  and  around 
him  I  What  cause  of  thankfulness  had  he 
not,  for  the  merciful  mildness  of  the  dispen- 
sation of  Providence  towards  him  and  hisi 
Such  were  his  thoughts  and  feelings,  as  he 
stood  gazing  at  the  scenes  which  had  called 
them  torth,  when  his  eye  lit  on  the  figure 
of  Mr.  Gammon  approaching  him.  He  was 
threading  his  way,  apparently  lost  in  thought, 
through  the  scenes  which  had  so  powerfully 
affected  Mr.  Aubrey,  who  stood  eyeing  him 
with  a  sort  of  unconscious  intensity,  as  if 
secure  from  his  observation,  till  he  was 
actually  addressed  by  him. 

"Mr.  Aubrey!*'  exclaimed  Gammon, 
courteously  saluting  him.  Each  took  off 
his  hat  to  the  other.  Though  Aubrey  hardly 
intended  it,  he  found  himself  engaged  in 
conversation  with  Gammon,  who,  in  a  re- 
markably feeling  tone,  and  with  a  happy 
flattering  deference  of  manner,  intimated 
that  he  could  guess  the  subject  of  Mr.  Au- 
brey's thoughts,  namely,  the  absorbing  mat- 
ters which  they  had  been  discussing  to- 
gether. 

"  No,  I  was  not,"  said  Aubrey,  Iritli  a 
sigh,  as  he  walked  on — Gammon  keepingr 
easily  beside  him — ^*  1  have  been  profound- 
ly affected  by  scenes  which  1  have  witness^ 
60  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  youi 
office,  since  quitting  it ;  what  misery !  whal 
horror !" 

"  Ah,  Mr.  Aubrey  !'*  exclaimed  GarAmon, 
with  a  sigh,  as  they  very  slowly  ascendev' 
Holbom  Hill,  separate,  but  side  by  side— 
**  what  a  checkered  scene  is  life ! — Guilt  and 
innocence— happiness  and  misery — ^wealth 
and  poverty— disease  and  health— wisdom 
and  folly— sensuality  and  refinement— piety 
and  irreltgion — how  strangely  intermingled 
we  behold  them,  wherever  we  look  on  life 
— ^how  difficult  to  the  philosopher  to  detect 
the  principle !" 

••  Difficult  1 — Impossible !  impossible  !** 
exclaimed  Mr.  Aubrey,  thouffhtfally. 

<«  Comparison,  I  have  often  thought,** 
said  Gammon,  after  a  pause,  **  comparison 
of  one's  own  misfortunes  with  the  gpreater 
misfortunes  endured  by  others,  is  benefictal 
or  prejudicial— consolatory  or  disheartening 
—according  as  the  mind  of  him  who  makes 
the  comparison  is  welF  or  ill  regulated — 
possessed,  or  destitute  of  moral  anareligious 
principle !" 

**  It  is  so,  indeed)"  said  Mr.  Aubrey ; 
though  not  particularly  inclined  te  entet 
into  conversation,  he  was  pleased  with  the 
tone  of  his  companion's  remark. 

*•  As  for  me'*— Jptocttr^^^  Qi%sKntfstu,V«^ 
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tebnal  life  wliioh,  infinitely  to  m j  dbtaste, 
biiBgs  me  constantly  into  scenes  such  as 
you  have  been  obsenring,  have  contributed 
to  render  me  less  sensible  of  their  real 
character;  yet  can  1  vividly  conceive  the 
effect  they  mast,  when  first  seen,  produce 
upon  the  mind  and  heart  of  a  compassionate, 
an  observant,  a  refiectinff  man,  Mr.  Aa- 
biey!" 

Uammon  looked  a  gentleman;  his  ad- 
dress was  ^easy  and  insinuating,  full  of 
delicate  deference,  without  the  slightest  ten^ 
deney  to  cant  or  sycophancy ;  his  counte- 
nance was  an  intellectual  and  expressive 
one;  his  conversation  that  of  an  educated 
and  thinking  man.  He  was  striving  his 
utmost  to  produce  a  favourable  impression 
on  Mr.  Aubrey ;  and,  as  is  very  litUe  to  be 
surprised  at,  he  succeeded.  By  the  time 
they  had  got  about  twenty  yards  beyond 
Fetter  Lane,  they  might  have  been  seen 
walkinff  together  arm-in-arm.  As  they 
approacned  Oxford  Street,  they  suddenly 
stnmbled  on  Mr.  Runninffton. 

^  God  bless  me,  Mr.  Aubrey !"  said  he, 
surprisedly— **  and  Mr.  Gammon  1  How 
do  you  do,  Mr.  Gammon  1" — he  continued, 
taking  off  his  hat  with  a  little  formality, 
and  speaking  in  a  corresponding  tone ;  but  he 
was  encountered  by  Gkunmon  with  greatly 
superior  ease  and  distance,  and  was  not  a 
little  nettled  at  it ;  for  he  was  so  palpably 
Ibiled  with  his  owjn  weapons. 

**  Well — I  shall  now  resign  yoo  to  your 
legitimate  adviser,  Mr.  Aubrey,'*  said  Gam- 
mon, with  a  smile;  then,  addressing  BIr. 
Knaningtoo,  in  whose  countenance  pique 
and  pride  were  abundantly  visible,-^^*  Mr. 
Aubrey  has  favoured  me  with  a  call  to-day, 
and  we  have  had  some  little  discussion  on 
a  matter  which  he  will  explain  to  you.  As 
for  me,  Mr.  Aubrey,  I  ought  to  have  turned 
off  two  streets  ago— aol  wish  you  good 
evening.'* 

Mr.  Aubrey  and  he  shook  hands  as  they 
exchanged  adieus.    Mr.  Runnington  and  he 
simply  raised  each  his  hat,  and  bowed  to 
the  other  with  cold  politeness.     As  Mr. 
Runnington  and  Mr.  Aubrey  walked  west- 
ward together,  the  former,  who  was  a  very 
cautious  man,  did  not  think  fit  to  express 
the  uneasiness  he  felt  at  Mr.  Aubrey's  hav-  ^ 
ing  entered  into  any  thing  like  confidential 
intercourse  with  onft  whom  he  believed  to  be 
■o  subtle  and  dangerous  a  person  as  Mr. 
Gammon.     He  was,  however,  very  greatly 
surprised  when  he  came  to  hear  of  the  pro- 
poaal  which  had  been  made  up  by  Mr. 
bmamoBf  concerning  the   mesne   profits, 
whiehf   be  «aid,'   was   so  nnaccovDutahly 
ntmonabhand  liberal,  eonsidenns  v)he  ^x- 
^M  bjr  whom  it  was  made,  that  tie  feared 
Mn  Aubny  most  be  Ijiiif  andet  aocm  inia* 


take.  He  would,  howcrer,  turn  it  anikxi^ 
over  in  his  mind,  and  consult  with  hi* 
partners;  and,  in  short,  do  whatever  Ihey 
conceived  beet  for  Mr.  Aubrey — diat  be 
might  depend  upon. 

**  And,  in  the  mean  time,  my  dear  tir,** 
added  Mr.  Runnington,  with  a  smile  ds* 
signed  to  disguise  considerable  anxiety,  <*it 
may  be  as  well  for  you  not  to  hav«  any  fin>- 
ther  personal  communication  with  these 
parties,  whom  you  do  not  know  as  well  si 
we  do ;  but  to  let  us  negotiate  with  them  m 
every  Uiing!"  Thus  they  parted ;  and  Mr. 
Aubrey  entered  Vivian  Street  with  a  eoa- 
siderably  lifter  heart  than  he  had  ever  be- 
fore carried  into  it.  A  vivid  recollee tioa  of 
the  scenes  which  be.  had  witnessed  st  SsP 
fron  Hill,  caused  him  exquisitely  to  sp- 
preciate  the  comforts  of  his  little  home,  sad 
to  return  the  welcomes  and  caresses  he 
received  with  a  kind  of  trembling  tende^ 
ness  and  energy.  As  he  folded  his  still 
blooming  but  somewhat  anxious  wife  foodljr 
to  his  bosom,  kissed  his  high-«piiited  aod 
lovely  sister,  and  fondled  the  prattling  ia- 
nocents  that  came  clamberin?  up  opoa  hii 
lap,  he  forgot  the  difiicoltie8,but  remeaibv' 
ed  the  k»adn  of  the  day. 

But  I  must  return  to  Yatton,  where  soae 
matters  had  transpired  which  are  worth  so- 
ticing.  Though  Mr.  Yahoo  paid  ratbtf 
anxious  couort  to  Mr.  Gammon,  who  wm 
very  far  too  much  for  him  in  eyery  waj, 
'twas  plain  thai  he  dreaded  and  dielikedySi 
much  as  he  wa;  despised  by  that  gentlenna 
Mr.  Gammon  easily  extracted  from  Tt^ 
mouse  that  Yahoo  was  endeavouring,  (rem 
time  to  time,  artfully  to  set  him  against  bii 
protector.  Mi.  Gammon.  This  was  joiw 
thing ;  but  more  than  this— Yahoo,  a  boH 
dashing  scoundrel^  was  obtaining  a  growiof 
ascendency  over  Titmouse,  whom  he  wis 
rapidly  initiating  into  all  manner  of  Tile 
habits  and  practices;  and,  in  abort,  com- 
pletely corrupting.  But,  above  all,  Gan>* 
mon  ascertained  that  Yahoo  had  already 
commenced,  witl  great  success,  his  expen- 
nients  upon  the  purse  of  Titmouse.  Boon 
thay  had  been  a  week  at  Yatton,  down  caoa 
a  splendid  billiard-table  witli  its  appeodsfn 
from  London,  accompanied  by  a  roan  to  fixit 
-*as  he  did — in  the  library ,  which  he  quieidy 
denuded  of  all  traces  of  its  former  dlaFe^ 
ter;  and  here  Yahoo,  Titmouse,  and  F1t» 
Snooks  would  pass  a  good  deal  of  their  time. 

Then  they  would  have  tables  and  cfaair^ 
and  tsarda,  cigars,  and  brandy  and  water* 
out  upon  the  beautiful,  ^^  soft,  smooth-shavei 
lawn,"  and  sit  there  playing  tearU^  st  oset 
pleasantly  soothed  and  Ptimulated  by  M 
t\^i%  ^n^X^tuA")  ^xA  water,  for  halt  a  dtj 
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ton,  aad  6?en  to.Tork;  where,  to- 
rich  his  two  companions,  he  had 
iport,**  as  the  newspapers  began  to 
with  growing  fbquency  and  dis- 


I. 


ted  by  that  execrable  lioentioiisness 
erence  to  the  female  sex,  by  which 
peculiarly  distinguished,  and  of 
e  boastedf,  he  had  got  into  sereral 
idTenturcs  With  farmers'  girls,  and 

I  the  vicinity  of  Yatton,  and  even 
the  female  members  of  the  esta- 

it  at'  the  Hall;  in  which  latter 
^tz-Snooks  and  'Htmonse  began  to 
kis  example. 

ammon  conceived  a  fbarful,  a  shud- 
athingand  disgust  for  the  miscreant 
ito  these  enormities;  and.  but  for 
lin  consequences,  would  ikare  de- 
him  with  as  much  indifference  as 
i  hare  laid  arsenic  in  the  way  of  a 
"acious  rat,  or  killed  a  snake.  As  it 
secretly  caused  him  to  experience, 
JT  two  occasions,  the  effects  of  his 

II  towards  him. 

>  had  offered  certain  atrocious  indig- 
the  8^'eetheart  of  a  strapping  young 
whose  furious  complaints  coming 
Gammon's  ears,  that  gentleman, 
pledge  of  secrecy,  save  him  two 
to  be  on  the  lookout  for  Yahoo,  and 

the  best  taste,  he  knew  how,  of  a 
''orkshire  iists. 

or  two  afterwards,  the  Satyr  fell  in 
unsuspecting  enemy.  Yahoo  was  a 
•built  man,  and  an  excellent  bruiser ; 
at  first  disposed  to  shirk  the  fight, 
;ing  at  the  prodigious  proportions 
I,  and  the  fury  fiaming  m  his  eyes, 
ant,  however,  that  he  saw  the  atti- 

>  which  poor  Hazel  threw  himself, 
(miled,  stripped,  and  Set  to.  I  am 
lay  that  it  was  a  good  while  before 
ould  get  one  single  blow  at  his  ac- 
led  opponent;  whom,  however,  he 

began  to  wear  out.  Then  he  gave 
serable  pommeling,  to  be  sure ;  and 
by  knocking  out  five  of  his  front 
E.,  three  in  the  upper,  and  two  in 
r  jaw — ^beautifully  white  and  regu- 

they  certainly  were ;  and  the  loss 
caused  him  great  affliction  on  the 
his  appearance,  and  also  not  a  little 
I  v/ith  the  process  of  cigar-smoking; 
Id,  besides,  have  debarred  him  from 

as  a  soldier,  inasmuch  as  he  could 
ofiT  the  end  of  his  cartridge ;  where- 
roald  seem,  that  Hazel  had  com- 
le  offence  ot  mayhem* 
ammon  condoled  heaMly  wiffi  Mr. 
»n  hearing  of  the  brutal  attack  which 
I  mnde  upon  him,  and  as  the  asisault 
men  eomadttediatbe  ptesen^cecfx 


third  party,  strongly  recommended  him  to 
bring  an  action  of  treapats  tfi  et  armi$  against 
Hazel,  Which  Gammon  undertook  to  con- 
duct for  him  to— 4  nonsuit.  While  Uiejr 
were  conversing  In  this  friendly  way  to- 
fi^ther,  it  suddenly  occurred  to  Gammon 
3iat  there  was  another  service  he  could  render 
Mr.  Yahoo,  and  With  equally  strict  observ- 
ance of  the  injunction,  no^  to  iet  ht$  Uft  hand 
know  what  his  right  hand  didf  for  he  Ibved 
the  character  of  a  secret  benefactor.  So  he 
wrote  up  a  letter  to  Snap,  (whom  he  knew 
to  have  been  treated  very  insolently  by 
Yahoo,^  desiring  him  to  go  to  two  or  three 
flash  bill-brokers  and  money-lenders,  and 
ascertain  whether  they  had  any  paper  by 
them  with  the  name  of  •*  Yahoo**  on  it  :— 
and  in  the  event  of  such  being  discovered, 
he  was  to  act  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by 
Gammon. 

Off"  went  Snap  like  a  shot,  on  receiving 
this  letter ;  and  the  very  first  gentleman  he 
applied  to,  Viz.,  Suck'eM  Dar,  Esquire, 
proved  to  be  possessed  of  an  acceptance  of 
Yahoo's  for  d§200,  for  which  Dry  had  given 
only  five  pounds  on  speculation.  He  readily 
yielded  to  Snap's  'representation,  that  he 
would  give  him — l)ry — ^a  shy  at  Mr.  Yahoo, 
gratis,  and  put  ^e  document  into  the  hands 
of  Snap :  who  forthwith  delivered  it,  confi- 
dentially, to  Swindle  Shark,  gfent.,  &c.,  a 
little  Jew  attorney  in  Chancery  Lane,  into 
whose  office  the  dirty  work  of  Quirk,  Gam- 
mon, and  Stiap  Was  swept— in  cases  where 
they  did  not  cncos^  to  appear.  I  wish  the 
mutilated  Yahoo  could  have  seen  the  mouth- 
ful  of  glittering  teeth  that  were  displayed 
by  the  hangr]^  JeW,  on  receiving  the  above 
commission. 

His  duties,  though  of  a  painful,  were  of  a 
brief  and  simple  description.  Twas  a  plain 
case  of  Endorttt  v.  Acceptor*  The  affidavit 
of  debt  Was  sworn  the  same  afternoon;  and  ' 
within  an  hotir's  time  afterwards,  a  thin  slip 
of  paper  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
under-sheriff'  of  Yorkshire,  commanding 
him  to  take  the  body  of  Pjmp^Yahoo,  if  hei 
should  be  found  in  his  bauiwick,  and  him 
Safely  keep— out  pf  harm's  way — to  enable 
him  to  pay  d^OP  debt  to  Suck'em  Dry,  and 
£24,  6s.  lOd.  C09U  to  Swindle  Shark. 
Down  went  that  little  **  infernal  machine" 
to  Yorkshire  by  that  night's  post.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  astonishment  and  concern 
with  which  Mr.  Gammon,  the  evening  but 
one  afterwards,  on  returning  to  the  Hall 
from  a  ride  to  Grilston,  heard  Titmoase  and 
Fitz-Snooks— deserted  beings  !-^tell  him 
how,  an  hour  before,  two  big  vulgar  fellows, 
one  of  them  with  a  long  slip  of  paper  in  hia 
hands,  had  caWed  aX  l^e  1^^^  ^j^^^  ^^\  ^^aa 
innocent,  wisaiQflSMfif&tiig  X%Viws  \^J>^  ^^**^ 
was  putdng  h\a  laM  vSiV  'vb^o  tftfc  '^Jw3M^  ^ 
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tlie  billiard-table — an  admirable  eoi^H-and 
insisted  on  his  accompanying  them  to  the 
house  of  one  ot  tnem,  and  then  on  to  York 
Castle. 

They  had  brought  a  taxH^art  vriih  them 
for  his  convenience;  and  into  it,  between 
his  two  new  friends,  was  forced  to  ij;et  the 
astonished  Yahoo,  smoking,  as  well  as  he 
could,  a  cigar,  with  which  he  had  filled  all 
his  pockets,  and  swearing  oaths  enough  to 
last  the  whole  neighbourhood  for  a  fortnight 
at  least.  Mr.  Gammon  was  quite  shocked 
at  the  indignity  which  had  been  perpetrated, 
and  asked  why  the  villains  had  not  been 
kept  till  he  could  have  been  sent  for.  Then, 
leaving  the  melancholy  Titmouse  and  Fitz- 
Snooks  to  themselves  for  a  little  while,  he 
took  a  solitary  walk  in  the  elm  avenue, 
where— grief  has  different  modes  of  express- 
ing itself-— he  relieved  his  excited  feelings 
by  reiterated  bursts  of  laughter. 

As  soon  as  the  York  True  Blue  had, 
amongst  other  intimations  of  fashionable 
movements,  informed  the  public  that  ^*  The 
Hon,  Pinw  Yahoo*'  had  quitted  Yatton  Hall 
for  YoTk  Castle,  where  he  intended  to  remain 
and  receive  a  large  party  of  friends — ^it  was 
astonishing  how  soon  they  began  to  muster 
and  rally  round  him.  ^*  Detainera** — so  that 
species  of  visiting  cards  is  called— came 
fluttering  in  like  snow ;  and,  in  short,  there 
was  no  end  of  the  messages  of  civility  and 
condolence  which  he  received  from  those 
whom  he  had  obliged  with  his  valuable 
countenance  and  custom. 

Ah  me,  poor  Yahoo,  completely  done! 
Oft  is  it,  in  this  infernal  world  of  ours,  that 
the  best  concerted  schemes  are  thus  sud- 
denly defeated  by  the  envious  and  capricious 
&tes !  Thus  were  thy  arms  suddenly  held 
back  from  behind,  lust  as  they  were  encir- 
cling as  pretty,  plump  a  pigeon  as  ever 
nesued  in  them  with  pert  and  playful  confi- 
dence, to  be  pluckea '  AJas,  alas !  And 
didst  thou  behold  the  danger  to  which  it 
was  exposed,  as  it  fluttered  upward  uncon- 
sciously into  tfie  region  where  thine  afiec- 
tionatc  eye  detected  the  keen  hawk  in  deadly 
poise  1  Ah  me !  Oh  dear !  What  shall  1 
do  ^  What  can  I  say  1  How  vent  my  grief 
for  The  Prematurely^  Caged  1 — 

**Q«i«  dcAkderlo  tit  poior,  •«!  moim§ 
Tam  cbarl  capitis  1— 
Ergo  Tuhdum  perpetuni  cMrttr 
YViM<  7    Cul  Pvdor,  et  JustUia  foror, 
Incornipu  Fides,  nudaque  Ver&tM, 
i^uando  nllum  lnv«iil«!t  parent  Y 
Miiltls  Hie  bonii  JleMlla  «l/«^/ 
Nttlli  flebilior,  qaaoi  tU»i,  'HaMutf 
Tu  truuuk  plua,  beol  non  ita  crediium 
foeeii  y^kOum  er»diUre9— 
Quern  hmi  eemel  borrido, 
Nigro  e^mpuJarit  0«a«eiitw  iragL 
Durum."i 


•  BeganUM  altl-«* 
f  Hot.  Cans.l.uhr. 
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Poor  Titmouse^  was  very  dull  for  mm 
little  time  after  tbls  sudden  abduction  oldM 
bold  and  brilliant  spirit,  for  whom  I  hail 
above  poured  out  the  deep  sorrows  of  mj 
soul,  and  wished  to  bring  an  action,  at  tiw 
suggestion  of  Fitz-Snooks,  against  the  mis* 
creant  who  had  dared  to  set  the  law  in 
motion  at  Yatton,  under  the  very  nose  of  iti 
lord  and  master.  As  soon,  howe?er,  ts 
Gammon  intimated  to  him  that  all  tboM 
who  had  lent  Yahoo  money,  might  oow 
rely  upon  that  gentleinan^s  honour,  sad 
whistle  back  their  money  at'  their  leisure, 
Titmouse  burst  out  into  a  great  rage,  telli^ 
Gammon  that  he,  Titmous^^  had,  onlya  Jaj 
or  two  before,  lent  Yahoo  150/.,of  gcKni  and 
lawful  money  of  Great  Britain ;  and  tint  hi 
was  a  **  cursed  scamp,'*  who  knew  be  coaU 
not  pay :  and  a  detainer,  at  the  suit  of  ^Tlv 
tlebat  Titmouse,  Esq.,'*  was  one  of  the  i&cj 
earliest  that  found  its  way  into  the  sh^iii 
office,  that  gentleman  becoming  one  of  tb 
very  bitterest  and  most  relentless  creditoo 
of  the  fallen  Yahoo,  except,  perhaps.  Ml 
Fitz-Snooks,  who,  having  lent  the  amiahji 
Yahoo  no  less  than  thirteen  hundred  poundi^ 
remained  easy  all  the  while,  under  the  i» 
pression  that  certain  precious  document^ 
called  "  I.  O.  U.'s"  of  the  said  Yahoo  ww 
as  good  as  cash,  was  infinitely  dismayed  oi 
discovering  that  it  was  otherwise;  thaiAf 
was  not  to  oe  paid  before  all  other  crediion^ 
and  immediately;  so  he  also  sent  a  rttj 
special  message  in  the  shape  of  ideteiBeri 
backed  by  a  great  number  of  curses. 

In  process  of  time  Mr.  Yahoo  bethoodtt 
himself   of  getting    ^*  whitewashed  i^^  w 
when  he  came  to  be  inspected,  it  was  eoo«- 
dered  that  he  was  not  properly  seaaontdf  to 
the  operation  was  delayed  for  two  jeaia, 
imder  a  very  arbitrary  statute,  which  ear 
acted,  **  that  if  it  should  appear  that  the  sutf 
prisoner  had  contracted  any  of  his  debit 
frauduknily^  or  by  means  oifalaeprekacm^ 
or  without  having  had  any  reaaonaok  orf^^k*. 
bable  expeetalion  at  the  time  when  etmiric^^ 
of  paying  the  same^''^  &c.,  &c.,  &c,  ^  ^ 
shall  be  indebted  for  damages  retx^rei^^  ^ 
any  action  for  criminal  eoniocraaiion^  oric^|^ 
/ton,  or  for  malicious  injuriet^  &c.,  &e.»  ^^ 

Srisoner  should  be  discharged  as  ^  ^od 
ebts  and  damages,  so  soon  only  as  b^  ^ 
be  in  custody  at  the  suit  of  such  ^^r^iton' 
for  a  period  or  periods  not  exceedit^  tn 
years.^  Such  is  the  odious  restraint  upoi 
the  liberty  of  the  subject,  which  at  t^u  difi 
in  the  nineteenth  century,  is  suflereid.  tod» 
grace  the  statute  law  of  England  ^  for,B 
order  to  put  other  Yahoo*  upon  th^ii  goii 
against  the  cruel  and  iniquitous  deofP^ 
u^<m  \L«m^  I  here  inf(»m  them  thaiX  the  U^ 
uiA«i  VtStf3cL  "^^x*  Xi^'c^  «iSe«ed  hii  *« 


TEN  THOUSAND  A  YKAR,^ 
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eoming  under  one  or  other  of  the  de-, 
tions  above  mentioned  axe^proh  pudor! 
lacted,  and  at  this  moment  in  force,  as 
ral  most  respectable  gentlemen,  if  you 
d  g^t  access  to  them,  would  tell  you. 
ahoo  having  been  thus  adroitly  disposed 
^Ir.  Gammon  had  the  jg^ratincation  of 
lag  that  mitichieyous  simpleton,  Fitz- 
oks,  very  soon  afterwards  take  his  de- 
ure.  He  pined  for  the  pleasures  of  the 
Q,  (which  ne  had  money  enough  to  enjoy 
ibout  three  years  longer,  with  economy ; 
r  which  he  might  go  abroad,  or  to  fJU 
9 — wherever  they  were  to  be  founcT^ 
*as  indeed  monstrousdullat  Yatton;  the 
te,  which  Yahoo  had  g^iven  him  a  taste 
was  80  very  strictly  preserved  there !  and 
birds  so  uncommon  shy  and  wild,  and 
ng  on  thewin^!  Besides,  Gammon's 
ence  was  a  terrible  pressure  upon  him, 
-awing  and  benumbing  him,  in  spite  of 
iral  attempts  which  he  had  made,  when 
md  with  the  requisite  quantity  of  wine, 
Siibit  an  impertinent  familiarity,  or  even 
ince. 

a  soon  as  poor  Titmouse  had  bade  him 
1-by,  shaken  hands  with  him,  and  lost 
it  of  him — he  was  at  Yatton,  alone  with 
imon,  and  felt  as  if  a  spell  were  upon 
— ^he  was  completely  cowed  and  pros- 
».  Tet  Gammon  laid  himself  out  to  the 
r  uttermost  to  please  him,  and  re-assure 
drooping  spirits.  Titmouse  Y^^d  gi(Jfii 
>  his  head  that  the  mysterious  and  ^ead- 
Gammon  had,  in  some  deep  way  or 
BT,  been  at  the  bottom  of  Yahoo's  abduc- 
I,  and  the  disappearance  of  Fitz-Snooks, 
i  would,  by-and-by ,  do  the  same  for  him. 
tie  had  no  feeling  of  ownership  of  Yatton ; 
I  of  being,  as  it  were,  only  tenant>at*will 
>ieof  to  Mr.  Gammon.  Whenever  he 
>d  to  re-assure  himself,  by  repeating  to 
naelf  that  it  did  not  signify— for  Yatton 
«  bis  own — and  he  might  do  as  he  liked, 
feelings  might  be  compared  to  a  balloon, 
ich,  with  the  eye  of  eager  and  anxious 
usands  upon  it,  yet  cannot  get  inflated 
iciently  to  rise  one  inch  from  the  ground. 
J^w-aa  ill  Mr.  Gammon's  manner  to- 
te him  was  most  uncommonly  respect- 
J'^hat  else  could  he  wish  fori  Yet  he 
d  have  given  a  thousand  pounds  to  Mr. 
Hon  to  take  himself  off,  and  never  show 
**©  again  at  Yatton !  It  annoyed  him, 
^'^  than  he  could  express,  to  perceive 
^^nce  and  respect  which  every  one 
W^H  iuani  rested  towards  Mr.  Gram- 

JV^^Re  would  sometimes  stamp  his 
**^n  alone,  with  childish  fury  on  the 
»  "^^hen  he  thought  of  it  When  at 
^«id  sitdng  toother  a/lerwards, 
^  yvoald  :ack  his  invention  for  Jokes 
Sa2 


and  anecdotes  to  amuse  Titmouse-— who 
would  certainly  give  a  kind  of  laugh,  ex- 
claim, "  Bravo !  Ha,  ha!  'Pon  my  life! 
^-capital! — By   Jove!     Most   uncommon 

food!  you  don't  say  sol"  and  go  on, 
rinking  glass  after  glass  of  wine,  or  brandy 
and  water,  and  smoking  cigar  after  cigar, 
till  he  felt  fuddled  and  sick,  in  which  con- 
dition he  would  retire  to  bed,  and  leave 
Gammon,  clear  and  serene  in  head  and  tem- 
per, to  his  meditations.  When,  at  length. 
Gammon  broached  the  subject  of  their  bill 
— a  frightfiil  amount  it  was ;  of  the  moneys 
advanced  by  Mr.  Quirk,  for  his  support,  for 
eight  or  nine  months,  on  a  liberal  scale ;  and 
which  mounted  up  to  a  sum  infinitely  larger 
than  could  have  been  supposed ;  an^  lastly, 
of  the  bond  for  ten  thousand  pounds,  as  the 
just  reward  to  the  firm  for  their  long  con- 
tinued, most  anxious,  and  successful  exer- 
tions on  Titmouse's  behalf — Titnwouse  mus- 
tered up  all  his  resolution,  as  for  a  last 
desperate  struggle ;  swore  they  were  rob- 
bing him;  and  added,  with  a  furious  snap 
of  3ie  fingers,  "They  had  better  take  the 
estate  to  themselves — allow  him  a  pound  a 
week,  and  send  him  back  to  Tagrag's.** 
Then  he  burst  into  tears,  and  cried  like  ^ 
child,  long  and  bitterly. 

"  Well,  sir,"  said  Gammon,  after  remain- 
ing silent  for  some  time,  looking  at  Tit- 
mouse calmly,  but  witli  an  expression  of 
face  which  fnghtened  him  out  of  his  wits, 
»•  if  this  is  to  be  really  the  way  in  which  I 
am  to  be  treated  by  you — I,  tne  only  real 
disinterested  friend  you  have  in  the  world, 
(as  you  have  had  hundreds  of  opportunities 
of  ascertaining,)  if  my  advice  is  to  be 
spumed,  and  my  motives  suspected;  if  your 
first  and  deliberate  engagements  to  our  firm 
are  to  be  wantonly  broken"— 

"I've  been  humbugged  into  making 
them,"  said  Titmouse,  passionately. 

"  Why,  you  little  miscreant !"  exclaimed 
Gammon,  starting  up  in  his  chair,  and  gaz- 
ing at  him  as  if  he  would  have  scorched 
him  with  his  eye.  "  Do  you  dark  to  say 
so  1  If  you  have  no  gratitude — have  you 
lost  your  memory  1  What  were  you  when 
I  dug  you  out  of  your  dismal  hole  at  Closet 
Court  1  Did  you  not  repeatedly  go  down 
on  your  knees  to  us  1  Did  you  not  promise 
a  thousand  times  to  do  more  than  you  are 
now  called  upon  to  do?  And  is  this,  you 
insolent  little  fellow! — is  this  the  return 
you  make  us  for  puttiuj^r  you,  a  beggar— and 
very  nearly,  too,  an  idiot" — 

"You're  most  uncommon  polite,"  said 
Titmouse,  suddenly  and  bitterly. 

"  Silence,  sir !    I  am  in  no  humour  for 
trifling!"  interrupted  GammoTv^^XBroX-^^  *;^\ 
say,  is  this  tVie  wluitv  "^ovi  >Xiv^  <i^  m';JiKa!w% 
U8  5  not  on\y  to  \nsuVx  \x%,>a>ax  i^^^Mfc  ^^  \M 
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money  actually  advanced  by  us  to  save  you 
fiom  etanration — money,  and  days  and 
nights,  and  weeks  ahd  months,  and  many, 
months  of  intense  atixiety,  expended  in  dls- 
corerinff  how  to  put  yoa  in  possession  of  a 
splendid  fortune! — Poh !  you  little  wretched 
trifler! — why  should  I  trouble  myself 
thus?  Remember— remember,  Tittlebat 
Titmouse,'^  continued  Gammon,  in  a  low 
tone,  and  extending  towards  him  threaten- 
ingly his  long,  thin  forefinger, "  I,  who  made 
you,  will  one  day— one  single  day— unmake 
you— blow  you  away  like  a  bit  of  froth; 
yon  shall  never  be  seen,  or  heard  of,  or 
thought  of,  except  by  some  draper,  whose 
shopman  you  may  be  !'^ 

"  Al> ! — ^'pon  my  life !  Daresay  you  think 
Pm  uncommon  frightened !  Ah,  ha !  Mon- 
strous— particular  good  !*'  said  Titmouse. 

Gammon  perceived  that  he  trembled  in 
every  limb ;  and  the  smile  which  he  tried 
to  throw  into  his  face  was  so  wretched,  that, 
had  you  seen  him  at  that  moment,  and  con- 
sidered his  position,  much  and  justly  as  you 
now  despise  him,  you  must  have  pitied 
him. 

*«  You're  always  now  goinjv  on  in  this 
Way — it's  so  very  likely !  Why,  *pon  my 
soul,  am  not  I  to  be  a  lobd  one  of  these 
days  1  Can  you  help  that  t  Can  you  send 
a  lord  behind  a  draper's  counter  1  'Pon  my 
soul,  what  ds  you  say  to  that  ?  I  like  that, 
uncommon." — 

"What  do  I  sayV  replied  Gammon, 
calmly,  "why,  that  I've  a  great  mind  to  say 
and  do  something  that  would  make  you — 
make  you— fit  to  drown  yourself  in  a  rain 
tub." 

Titmouse's  heart  was  lying  fluttering  at 
his  throat. 

"Tittlebat,  Tittlebat!"  continued  Gam- 
mon, dropping  his  voice,  and  speaking  in  a 
very  kind  and  earnest  manner,  "  if  you  did 
but  know  the  extent  to  which  an  accident 
has  placed  you  in  my  power !  at  this  moment 
in  my  power!  Really  I  almost  tremble, 
myself,  to  think  of  it! '  He  rose,  brought 
his  chamber-candlestick  out  of  the  hall — lit 
it— bade  Titmouse  good  night,  sadly  but 
sternly — and  shook  hfm  by  the  hand—"  I 
may  nd  you  of  ray  presence  to-raofroW  morn- 
ing, Mr.  Titmouse.  May  you  find  a  inter 
— a  more  powerful  friend  than  you  will  have 
lost  in  me  T'  Titmouse  never  shrunk  more 
helplessly  under  the  eye  of  Mr.  Gammon 
than  he  did  at  that  moment. 

"  You — you— t£;on'/  stop  and  smoke  an- 
other cigar  with  a  poor  devil,  will  you,  Mr. 
fvammont"  he  inquired,  faintly.      "It's, 
so/nehow — most  uncommon  lonely  in  this 


state  of  inmgled    alarin    and  vj^u  m,fn 
former,  however,  predominating.  It 

"By  jingo!"  be  at  length  ezdatBti, 
with  a  heavy  sigh,  after  a  teveryof  ihtf  lliti 
three  minutes,  gulping  down  tbereDurfrlrli 
of  his  brandy  and  water,  "if  that  same  ia^  |  •! 
Mr.  Gammon,  a'n't  the— the— deTil--M  Ilk 
the  very  best  itiitation  of  him  that  ewl  I'lk 
heard  tell  of!"  Here  he  glanced  fiiitiit|f  I lH,i 
round  the  room ;  then  he  sot  a  little Otfli^  Itk, 
ed ;  ranff  his  bell  quickly  for  bis  valet, M  H^ 
followed  by  him,  retired  to  his  diesnf 
room. 

The  next  morning  the  stom  had  atn^ 
blown  over.  When  they  met  at  bieakM 
Titmouse,  as  Gammon  luiew  would  belt 
case,  was  all  submission  and  respect;! 
fact,  he  was  evidently  thoroughly  fnghtail 
by  what  Gammon  had  said,  and  m&M 
more  by  the  manner  In  which  he  hadfll  ^k 
what  he  did  say  overnight  GanuMi  "^ 
however,  preserved  for  some  little  tine  it 
haughty  air  with  which  he  had  met  kii^ 
but  a  few  words  of  poor  Titmouse*!,^ 
pressing  his  regret  for  what  be  had  •■ 
when  he  had  drunk  too  much— poor  fiw 
soul !— over-night,  and  unqualifyui^y*^ 
mitting  to  every  one  of  the  reqmMii 
which  had  been  msisted  on  by  Mr.  GtDi* 
—quickly  dispersed  the  cloud  that  Iril 
settled  on  Ganmion's  brow. 

"  Now,  my  dear  sir,"  said  he,  Tarf* 
ciously,  "you  show  yourself  the  p™J 
I  always  took  yon  for— «Dd  I  roig^  * 
ever,  all  that  passed  between  us  so  uaplii* 
santly  last  nig^t;  I  am  sure  it  will  Dg^" 
so  again;  for  now  we  entirely  undeiilw 
each  other." 

"  Oh  yes— 'pon  my  life— quite  entiiely' 
replied  Titmouse,  meekly. 

Soon  after  breakfast  they  zdjomAf 
Gammon's  request,  to  the  billiard-w^ 
where,  though  Uiatgentleman  knew  hot » 
handle  a  cue,  and  litmouse  did  not, hii# 
pressed  great  admiration  for  Titmooiis 
play,  andfelt  great  interest  in  being  sbjj 
Dy  him  how  to  get  a  ball,  now  and  ^  Pk 
into  each  pocket  at  one  stroke,  a  nit^ 
manoeuvre,  which  Titmouse  succeeded  ■ 
two  or  three  times,  and  Gammon  not  (i9|l 
durinjr  their  hour's  play.  "Twas  upooBP 
occasion  that  they  had  the  friendly  cos^ 
sation  in  which  Titmouse  made  the  logl^ 
tion  we  have  already  heard  of,  yjim  j* 
Gammon  should  immediately  dap  theic'jj 
upon  Aubrey,  with  a  view  to  squeeaia^jj 
of  him  at  least  sufficient  to  pay  the  IMJJ 
bondjand  their  bill  of  eoste, imxQediaMVt 
and  Titmouse  ur^ed  Gammon  »t  ooMj| 
send  Aubrey  packing  after  Yahoo  to  W 
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Mr.  Aabray  had  not'n  eoapU  of 
kd  poonds  in  the  world. 
»11,  that  will  do  to  begin  with,**  said 
■e,  *'  and  the  rest  mutt  some,  sooner 


If 


vn  him  to  me^  m^dear  TltnKmss^  or 
to  Mr.  Qnirk — ^who'll  yning  him 
ie*s  done  with  him,  Pit  warrant  him ! 
the  mean  time«  I*li  work  day  and 
at  I'll  relieve  you  (rom  this  claim  of 
rk,  for,  in  &ct,  I  have  little  or  no  real 
in  the  matter.'* 

1*11  take  a  slappingr  sliee  oat  of  the 
1 1  Aha,  Mr.  Gammon !— Bat  what 
u  saying  you'd  do  for  me  T' 
[>eat  that  I  am  your  only  disintsr- 
lend,  Mr.  Titmouse ;  I  shall  never 
adred  poonds  of  what  is  going  into 
rk*s  hands,  who,  I  must  say,  how- 
n  richly  earned  what  he*s  going  to 
^llowin^  my  diieotions  throughout. 
9m  saying  that  I  had  hit  apon  a 
for  lidding  you  of  your  difBcolties. 
you  have  only  Just  stepped  into  your 
',  and  eonsequentlj  people  are  very 
advancing  money  on  mortoage,  if 
nly  keep  quiet,  and  leave  the  affair 
to  me,  I  will  undertake  to  get  you  a 
[MMsibly  twentjr  thousand  pounds.'* 
eyes!**  exclaimed  Titmouse,  ex- 
quickly,  however,  adding,  with  a 
.M  but,  then,  what  a  lot  ofit  will  go 
Juirk!'* 

M  rather  a  keen  and  hard  ■  ahsm  1 1 
Bt— ♦* 
II  my  life«-couldn*t  we  ils  the  old 


no  consideiatioiv  Mr.  Titmouse ;  It 
e  a  fatal  step  for  you— and  indeed 

at !  and  can  he  do  any  tfiing,  Xm  X 
it  it  was  only  you.'*— The  liule  fool 
ight  a  glimpse  of  colour  into  Gam- 
cheek— but   Titmouse's   volatility 

relieved  his  Prospero.    **By  the 
>n  my  life— sha*n't  I  have  to  pay  it 

again  1 — There's  a  go!  I  hadn't 
ofthat** 

all  first  try  to  get  it  out  of  Mr.  Au- 
said  Gammon,  ^and  then  out  of 
friend  of  yours.  In  the  mean  while, 
ttn*t*  drop  the  T^grags,  just  yet.** 
en  got  into  a  lon^  and  confidential 
icion  together;  in  the  course  of 
Titmouse  happened  to  pop  out  a 
cret  of  his^  which  till  then  he  had 
I  to  keep  from  Gammon,  and  which 
led  that  gentleman  a  great  and 
nward  confusion— one  which  it  was 
;  so  keen  an  observer  as  Titmouse 
perceive  indications  of  in  the  eoun- 
of  QammeOf  riz,,  Ms— Tftmoase^s 
*  and  diaintereated  lore  for  Miss 


Aubrey.  While  bs  was  rattling  on  wUh 
eager  volubility  upon  this  topic,  GammoDy 
afker  easting  about  a  little  in  his  mind,  as  t» 
how  he  should  deal  with  tlus  interesting 
discovery,  resolved  for  the  present  to  Ym* 
mom  the  notion,  and  got  out  of  Titmoose  a 
full  and  particular  aocoant  of  his  original 
M  siiNY€*'--the  indelible  impression  she  had 
made  on  his  heart— -the  le^r  which  he  had 
addressed  to  her— here  Gammon*s  vivid 
fancy  portityed  to  him  the  sort  of  compost* 
tion  which  must  have  reached  Miss  Aubrey« 
and  nearly  burst  into  a  gentle  fit  of  langhtet 
—and,  with  a  strange  candous— or  rather, 
to  do  him  iustioe,  witn  that  frank  simplicity 
which  is  characteristic  of  noble  natures— ho 
at  length  described  his  unlucky  encounter 
with  Miss  Aubrey  and  her  maid,  in  the 
winter;  whereat  Gammon  felt  a  sort  of 
sudden  inward  spasm,  which,  by  a  sort  of 
sympathy,  excited  a  twinging  sensation  in 
his  right  toe— but  it  passed  away — ^*twas 
only  a  little  juvenile  indiscretion  of  Tit- 
mouse*8;  and  Gammon,  with  rather  a  seri- 
ous air,  assured  Titmouse  that  he  had  pro- 
bably greatly  endangered  his  prospects  willi 
Miss  Aubrey. 

*«Eh!  Why,  do— vU  take  it!  a*n't  I 
going  to  ofht  to  her,  though  she's  got  ncH 
thing!*'  interrupted  Titmouse,  with  asto- 
nishment. 

''True!— Ah,  I  had  lost  sight  of  that! 
WeU-4f  you  will  pledge  yourself  to  ad« 
dress  no  more  letters  to  her,  without  first 
communieating  with  me— I  think  1  cas 
promise-— hem  !**  he  looked  archly  at  Tit* 
mouse. 

''  ShB*s  a  most  uncommon  lovely  gal,**—* 
he  simpered,  ^eepishly.  The  fact  was, 
that  Crammon  had  conceived  quite  another 
scheme  for  Titmouse-— wholly  inconsistent 
with  his  pure,  ardent,  and  enlightened  au 
tachment  to  Miss  Aubrey ;  *twas  undoubt* 
edly  rather  a  bold  and  ambitious  one,  bvt 
Gammon  did  not  despair ;  for  he  had  that 
confidence  in  himself,  and  in  his  knowlsdgs 
of  human  nature,  which  always  supported 
him  in  the  most  arduous  and  apparently 
hopeless  undertaking's. 

There  was  a  visible  alteration  for  the 
better  in  the  state  of  thmgs  at  Yatton,  an 
soon  as  Messrs.  Yahoo  and  Fita-Snooks 
had  been  disposed  of.    Now  and  then  a  few 
of  the  distinguished  people  who  had  ho- . 
noured  Mr.  Titmouse  by  going  out  in  pro- 
cession to  meet  and  welcome  him,  were 
invited  to  spend  a  day  at  Yatton ;  and  gene- 
rally quitted  full  of  admiration  of  the  dmner 
and  wines  they  got,  the  unaffected  good 
nature  and  ,simpllci^^  of  their  hospitabl« 
host,  and  the  bvand^  coiu^«^%  v^a-  \\a^- 
leetnal  depoiUn^tvX  %iA  ccm^ww^awii^^* 
Gammon.     NVYiau  tenV^vf  %stv^^  ^a*^ 
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TTLtmoiifle,  attended  by  Mr.  Gammon,  made 
hia  appearance,  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
■teward^s  room,  and  also  in  the  hall,  wh^re, 
according  to  former  custom,  good  substantial 
^aute  was  set  out  for  the  tenants.  They 
received  him  with  a  due  respect  of  manner ; 
but  where  was  the  cheerfulness,  the  cordi- 
ality, the  rough,  honest  heartiness  of  davs 
gone  by  f  Few  of  them  stayed  to  partake 
of  the  good  things  prepared  for  them,  which 

Seatly  affected  Air.  Griffiths,  and  piqued 
r.  Gammon :  as  for  Titmouse,  however, 
he  said,  with  a  laush,  **  Curse  them !  let 
*em  leave  it  alone  if  they  a*n't  hungry  !*'  and 
any  faint  feeling  of  mortification  he  might 
have  experienced,  was  dissipated  by  the 
amount  of  the  sum  paid  into  his  bankers4 
Gammon  was  sensible  that  the  scenes  which 
had  been  exhibited  at  Yatton  on  the  first 
night  of  his  protege's  arrival,  had  seriously 
injured  him  in  the  neighbourhood  and 
eounty,  and  was  bent  upon  effacing,  as 
quickly  as  possible,  such  unfavourable  im- 
pressions, Dv  prevailing  on  Titmouse  to 
*^  purge  and  live  cleanly^— at  all  events  for 
the  present. 

Let  me  pause  now,  for  a  moment,  to  in- 
'  quire,  ought  not  this  favoured  young  man  to 
nave  felt  happy  1  Here  he  was,  master  of 
a  fine  estate,  producing  him  a  very  splendid 
rent-roll ;  a  delightful  residence,  suggesting 
famumerable  dear  and  di^ified  associations 
ooimected  with  old  English  feeling !  a  luxur 
rious  table,  with  the  choicest  liquors  and 
wines  in  abundance ;  might  smoke  the  finest 
oigars  that  the  world  could  produoe,  from 
morning  to  night,  if  so  disposed ;  had  un- 
limited facilities  for  securing  a  distinguished 
personal  appearance,  as  far  as  dress  and  d^ 
eoration  went ;  had  all  the  amusements  of 
tiie  county  at  his  conmiand ;  troops  of  ser- 
vants, eager  and  obsequious  in  their  atten« 
tkms !  horses  and  carriages  of  every  descrip- 
tion which  he  might  have  chosen  to  order 
out — had,  in  short,  all  the  **appliancea  and 
means  to  boot,**  which  could  be  desired  or 
imagined  by  a  gentleman  of  his  station  and 
affluence.  Mr.  Gammon  was,  though  some- 
what stern  and  plain  spoken,  still  a  most 
sincere  and  powerful,  friend,  deeply  and  dis- 
interestedly solicitous  about  his  interests, 
and  protecting  him  from  villanons  and  de- 
signing adventurers;  then  he  had  in  proe- 
l^ect  tlie  brilliant  mazes  of  fashionable  life 
in  town-— oh,  in  the  name  of  every  thing  that 
this  world  can  produce,  and  of  the  feelings 
It  should  excite,  ought  not  Titmouse  to  have 
enjoyed  life— to  have  been  happy  1  Yet  he 
was  not ;  he  felt,  quite  indepenoently  of  any 
constraint  occasioned  by  the  nresence  of  Mr. 
ivammon,   full  of  dep^oraVAe  entrain  aiA 


nothii^  couI8  alleviate  but  the  eon 
of  cigars  and  brandy  and  water. 

On  the  first  Sunmy  after  the  dep 
Fita-Snooks,  he  was  prevailed  up 
company  the  devout  and  exempts 
mon  to  church ;  where,  barring  a  go 
ill-conoealed  yawns  and  coostani 
nesa,  he  conducted  himself  with 
decomm.  Yet  still,  the  style  of  I 
his  air,  and  his  countenance,  filled 
congregation  with  feelings  of  great  t 
ment,  when  they  thought  that  thai 
new  Squire  of  Yatton,  and  for  a  me 
mom^t  contrasted  him  with  his  ] 
sor,  Mr.  Aubrey.  As  for  the  wortl 
Dr.  Tatham,  Gammon  resolved  t 
his  good  graces,  and  succeeded.  1 
upon  him  soon  after  havingheard  1 
mouse  of  his,  Yahoo,  and  rits-So 
counter  with  Dr.  Tatham,  and  e 
profound  concern  on  hearing  of  < 
treatment  he  had  encountered.  T 
a  gentleness  and  affability— tem( 
once  and  enhancing  his  evideati 
and  knowledge  of  the  world — wb 
captivated  the  little  doctor.  But,  a 
the  expressions  of  delicate  sympi 
regret,  with  which  he  now  and  thei 
to  the  late  occupants  of  Yatton,  and 
whom  the  stem  requisitions  of  pro 
duty  had  caused  him  to  play  so 
part,  and  inquired  about  them,  div 
most  all  thlit  was  in  the  little  doeto 
concerning  his  departed  friends,  i 
gazed  with  deep  interest  at  the  c 
stag-hound,  ana  feeble  old  Peg] 
seemed  never  tired  of  hearing  the 
little  anecdotes  concerning  them, 
troduced  Titmouse  to  the  vicar; 
his  presence.  Gammon  declared  I 
mouse's)  hatred  and  contempt  for 
fellows  who  were  with  him  when 
saw  Dr.  Tatham;  who  thereupon  1 
from  his  heart  all  recollection  of  the 
which  had  so  deeply  hurt  hit  i 
Gammon,  on  another  oocasiom  i 
delighted  the  doctor  by  calling  oin  a 
morning,  and  alluding  with  evidoit 
and  anxiety  to  certain  passages  in 
tor*s  sermon  of  the  day  before,  an 
led  to  a  very  lengthened  and  interes 
cussion.  In  consequence  of  wh 
transpired,  the  doctor  suddenly  be 
himself  of  writing  out  an  old  spnnoi 
he  had  onoe  preached  before  the  jv 
assize— and  which,  during  the  w 
touched  up  with  a  good  deal  of  can 
ensuing  Sunday— when  he  had  the  i 
tion  of  obaerving  the  marked  and  o 
ing  attention  with  which  Mr.  Gam 


V\\%\eD2a!i^  \A  him;  and  he  afterwai 
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lied    the  doetor  upon  his  perfontt^ 

18  it  was  that  Dr.  T&tham  came  to  pen 
script  to  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Au« 
wrhich  I  haye  formerly  alluded  to,  and 
ch  the  following  is  a  copy :— ^'  P.  S. 
9  '^'ay,  the  altered  state  of  things  at 
all,  lam  of  opinion,  is  entirelr  owing 
presence  and  the  inPflaence  of  a  Mr. 
fcon— one  of  the  chief  of  Mr.  Tit- 
*^8  solicitors,  and  to  whom  he  seems 
jtoIy  attached.  I  hare  lived  too  long 
world  to  form  hast^  opinions,  and  am 
»t  to  be  deceived  in  my  estimate  of 
:ter;  bnt  I  must  say,  t  consider  him  to 
ery  superior  man,  both  in  character, 
ct,  ana  acquirements.  He  possesses 
icateness  and  knowledge  of  tne  world, 
d  information,  a  very  calm  and  cour- 
iddress— and,  above  and  beyond  all,  is 
of  very  enlightened  religious  feeling, 
nes  constanUy  to  church,  and  presents 
f  edifying  example  to  all  around, 
drum  and  attention.  You  would  be 
ted  to  hear  the  discussions  we  have 
points  which  my  sermons  have  sug- 
U>  him.  I  preached  one  lately,  sne- 
dtned  at  him,  which,  thank  Uod  i  I 
v-ery  reason  to  believe,  has  been  at- 
with  happy  effects,  and  allayed  some 
^  doubts  which  had  heem  for  years 
ting  him.    I  am  sure  that  my  dear 

(t.  e,  Mr.  Aubrey)  **  woald  be  de- 

^ith  him.    I  had  myself^  I  assure 

»  overcome  a  very  strong  prejudice 

him — a  thing  I  always  love  to  at- 
-and  have  in  a  measure,  in  the  pre- 
atance,  succeeded.  He  speaks  of 
t    frequently,  with  evident  caution, 

the  same  time,  respect  and  sympa- 

postscript  it  was,  which,  as  I  have 
^  intimated,  suggested  to  Mr.  Aubrey 
^  an  interview  with  Gammon  which 
in  described,  and  during  which  it  was 
[itly  present  to  his  mind, 
ile,  however,  under  the  pressure  of 
unmon*8  presence  and  authority,  Tit- 
was  for  a  brief  while  leading  this 
retired  life  at  Yatton — ^why,  he  hardly 
except  that  Gammon  willed  it — a  oir- 
^nce  occurred  which  suddenly  placed 
'the  very  highest  pinnacle  of  popu- 
in  metropolitan  society.  I  hardlv 
liow  to  suppress  my  feelings  of  exul- 
in  retracing  the  rapid  steps  by  which 
totouse  was  transformed  into  a  lion 
Srst  magnitude. 

'  knowp  that  there  was  a  Mr.  Blad- 
ip,  a  fashionable  noveli^  possessed 
^  extraordinary  versatility  and  power ; 
^nid,  at  tne  end  of  every  nine  months, 
the  but  nine  jean,  prodnoei  a  novel 


in   three  volumes—- each  Suooeeding  oMf 
eclipsing  the  splendour  of  its  predecessor, 
(in  the  judgment  of  the  most  able  and  die- 
interested    newspaper   critics,) — in    "Uio 
masterljr  structure  of  the  nlot**— the  **  vivid 
and  varied  delineation  of  character**    the 
*' nrofound  acquaintance  with  the  woikiujift 
of^the  human  heart**—-'*  exquisite  apprecia^ 
tion  of  life  in  all  its  endless  varieties'* — 
**  piercing  but  delicate  satire** — *^  bold  and 
powerful  denunciations  of  popular  vices**— 
"  rich  and  tender  domestic  scenes" — **  inimi- 
table ease  and  grace** — ^*' consummate  tact 
and  judgment*'  — »*  reflection  co-extensive 
with  observation** — »*the  style  flowing,  bril- 
liant, nervous,  varied^ictures<|ue,**  ei  eeiera^ 
ei  cetera^  tt  cetera*    We  have,  m  the  present 
day,  thank  Heaven !  at  least  a  hundred  such 
writers;  but  at  the  time  about  which  I  am 
writing,  Mr,  Bladdeiy  Pip  was  pretty  nearly 
alone  in  his  glory.    Such  was  the  man  to 
whom  it  suddenly  occurred,  on  glancing  over 
the  newspaper  report  of  the  tnal  of  Doe  on 
the  Demue  of  Titmoute  v.  Jolter,  to  make  the 
interesting  facts  of  the  case  the  basis  of  a 
new  novel,  on  quite  a  new  plan,  which  was 
approved  of  by  no  less  than  nfty  ladies  of 
rank,  to  whom  the  secret  had  be^,  in  the 
strictest  confidence.  Intrusted ;  and  which 
was  infinitely  to  transcend  all  his  former 
works,  and  occasion  quite  a  revolution  in 
that  brilliant  and  instructive  species  of  lite- 
rature.   To  work  went  Mr.  Pip,  within  a 
day  or  two  after  the  trial  was  over,  and  in 
an  incredibly  short  space  of  time  had  got  to 
the  close  of  his  labours ;  practice  had  made 
him  perfect,  and  given  him  infinite  facility  • 
in  the  production  of  first-rate  writing.    The 
spirited  publisher  quickly  set  to  wonc  to  get 
the  steam  up.    How  skilfully  he  went  to 
work !    For  some  time  there  appeared  nu- 
merous intimatioiyB  in  the  daily  papers,  that 
**  the  circles  often**  were  "on  the  qui  ww" 
with  the  expectation  of  a  certain,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
— that  **  disclosures  of  a  very  extraordinary 
character**  were    being   looked    for— "at- 
tempts were  made  to  suppress,**  &c.  &e.-— 
"compromising  certain  distinguished,**  Ac. 
and  so  forth ;  all  these  paragraphs  being  in 
the  unquestionable  editorial  style,  and  ge- 
nuine indications  of  a  mysterious  undelH^ur- 
rent  of  curiosity  and  excitement,  existing  in 
those  regions  which  were  watched  with 
reverential  awe  and  constancy,  by  those 
in  the  lower  regions.     As  time  advanced, 
more  frequent  and  distinct  became  the  inti<^  ' 
mations  of  what  was  going  forward,  and 
what  might  be  shortly  expected,  from  the 
appearance   of  the    long   promised   work. 
Taice,  for  instance,  the  following,  which  ran 
the  round  of  every  wew^^'^  vciNnrw\i%sA 
country  :— 
•*Thfi  effoTtsm«^t  \o  ^«f^TW^  ^^  y^^J^ 
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of  the^  nterdsiiDff  aad  peoolkr  MenM  ooiv- 
twined  in  the  fortneominff  norel,  uid  to  sup- 
)ues8  it,  hare  eotiiely  tailed,  owing  to  tbe 
naoltttion  of  the  author,  and  the  detenainip 
tioD  of  the  pablisher;  and  their  only  effect 
has  been  to  stimulate  and  expedite  their 
efforts.  It  will  bear  the  exciting  and  st- 
guant  title—*  TippsriwiifK  i*  and  isfooniTed 
on  the  remarkable  circumstances  attoidiag 
t^e  recent  trial  of  a  great  ejectment  cause 
at  York.  More  than  one  noble  family's 
history  is  involved  in  soine  of  the  details 
which  will  be  found  in  the  forthcoming 
publication,  for  which,  we  are  assured, 
there  are  already  symptoms  of  an  unpre- 
cedei^ted  demand.  The  *  &voured  few'  who 
have  seen  it,  predict  that  it  will  produce 
a  prodigious  aensatipn.  The  kapp^  aMdaeiiy 
with  which  facts  are  adhered  to,  will,  we 
trust,  not  lead  to  the  disagreeable  eons»- 
quences  that  are  looked  for  in  certain  quar- 
ters with  some  anxiety.  When  we  announce 
that  its  author  is  the  gilM  writer  of  *  Thc 
Silver  Spurs' — *>  Spinnach' — *Tbrtotum 
Hall'— *  Tub   Dbvil's   Chalicb'— »  Thr 

PlBOUETTB,'  &C.  &C  &C.,  WO  tnist  ws  ai8 

violating  no  literary  confidence." 

There  was  no  resisting  this  sort  of  thing. 
In  that  day,  a  skilfully  directed  play  oif 
pufis  laid  prostrate  the  whole  readmg  and 
rashionable  world,  producing  the  excitement 
of  which  they  affected  to  chronide  the  ex- 
istence. 

The  publisher  hit  upon  another  admirable 
device.  He  had  seven  hundred  copies 
printed  off;  and,  allowing  a  hundred  for  a 
fifd  edition,  he  varied  the  title-page  of  the 
remaining  six  hundred  by  the  words— 
«<  ueoni  ^iUon"— ''  third  edition"— '«/biir(& 
edition"— «*jV2A  ediaon"-^'4tra  ediUon"— 
and  ^^umcnth  edition."  By  the  time  that 
the  fourth  edition  had  been  announced,  there 
existed  a  real  rage  for  the*  book;  the  cir- 
culating libraries  at  the  West  End  of  the 
town  were  besieged  by  applicants  for  a  pe- 
ruse) of  the  work ;  and  **  notices"  and  *'  ex- 
tracts" began  to  make  their  appearanoe  in 
the  newspapers.  The  idea  of  the  work  was 
admirable.  TifpeUwinky  the  hero,  was  a 
young  gentleman  of  ancient  femily— -the 
only  child— -kidnapped  away  in  his  infancy 
by  the  malignant  agency  of  ''the  demon 
Mmbraif^^  a  distant  relative,  of  a  fierce  and 
wicked  character,  who  succeeded  to  the  en- 
jojment  of  the  estate,  and  would  have  come, 
ULtime,  to  the  honours  and  estates  of  the 
moat  ancient  and  noble  family  in  the  king- 
dom, the  Eatl  if  Drizzietan,  Poor  Tippe- 
tiwink  was  at  length  discovered  bjr  tiis 
i/]iiStrioii8  kinsman,  by  mere  accident,  in  an 
ob§c»re  capacity,  in  the  employ  oi  uWap 


^ 


row  of  UnMHdmpen;  andateaivv^i 
wonderful  adventures,  in  which  he  dia^^^ 
ths  most  heioie  eonstaaey,  the  mi 
in  reinstating  his  oppressed  and  inj 
man  iai  the  lofty  station  he  ought 
to  h9ve  Qcoupied.  Hia  daughter— « 
of  iemalo  loveliness— the  Lady  I 
fi^i;4-RiiMfy— evinces  the  deenfeA  n^ 
the  saecess  of  Tippeiiwink;  and  at  ^ 
the  happy  rsiSnlt  may  be  guessed 
these  tew  and  natural  incidenta, 
deiy  Pi*  was  pronounced  at  I 
those  who  govern,  if  they  do  doi 
constitute  publio  opinion,  to  have 
an  imperishable  record  of  hia  geoi 
ingall  t^  fiuilts,  and  combuunK- 
exoellenoes,  of  all  his  former  pi 
The  identity  between  Titmouse 


1Q( 

prod, 
if 

aetifn 

iiufifikf  hm  Drsddliogton  and  ^-      oij/^ 
zkiofh  Lady  CeciUa  and  Ladjf       ^^auL^ 
Mr.  Aubrey  and  **  ihedtmaa  Mawi^'-m^h^ 
quickly  established. 

The  novel  passed  speedily  into  t6e  ^ 
ediiioa;  aa  undoubted,  and  a  ^^^  fmk\ 
Hnnsation  was  produced ;  extracts  (tsop  /^ 
ti  ve  of  the  psisons,  particularly  that  di  jt^ 
moose,,  sad  the  earl,  and  Lady  OuSk  Ik" 
figuring  in  the  story,  were  gireo  u  lb  /^ 
I^ndoa  papsH,  and  thenee  truiafeired  an 
those  all  over  the  country.  Theveryastk^ 
Mr.  Bia^dery  Pip,  be<»MEne  a  resosciiiM 
lion,  and  had  his  portrait,  looking  mort» 
tensely  intellectual,  pre^xed  to  the  Wk 
ediUon.  Th«ieameporliaitaof^''nukka 
Titmouse,  Esq.,"  (for  which  he  had  flint 
sate,)  givii^  him  large  mehiag  eyei.tt» 
Tery  pensive  fiM>e,  and  a  moat  fasbiooni 
dress.  Th»  Eari  of  Dreddlington  aad  I^) 
Ceeilia  became  also  a  lioa  ao<^.  ^^^ 
Hundreds  of  operarglasaes  were  dix«w* 
once  to  tbeir  box ;  innumerable  ^^rl 
anxioaa  sgdutations  they  receired  tf  "^ 
drove  round  the  Park— and  they  ^ 
round  it  three  or  four  times  as  ofbn  tf  ^ 
had  ever  done  before.  'Twas  whisiH^ 
that  the  king  had  read  the  book,  ^r^ 
the  earl's  health,  under  the  name  of  1^ 
Friixletoiw— while  the  oueen  did  the  ij^ 
for  Lady  Cecilia  as  Lady  Sapphira.  ^ 
appeaianoe  prodnced  a  maniteit  '^"^ 
at.both  the  levee  and  drawang-ioon-'''' 
Jesty  looked  blander  than  uaoal  tf  ^ 
appioaehed ;  poor  Lord  Dreddlinguo  ^ 
Lady  Cedlia  mounted  in  a  tiice  into^ 
seventh  heaven  of  rapturous  excitamen^^ 
there  was  that  booraat  quality  ^^  ^g 
heads  whioh  seeoied  them  gracefalaDW* 
upward  motion.  They  were  both  01^ 
ably  happy,  living  in  a  gentle,  de»g^ 
tumult  oif  excited  feelings.  Inapn*!'^ 
«i»lta.tian.  ^jliatened  in  the  eari'a  ey^** 


OMcnrts  capacity,  m  tne  employ  o\  ux^Kk^v^x^taaon^gLiatened  u  tne  earl  a  •J** 
roJent  linen-diaper,  B^odlchag,  wYio  was  ^«-\^^i«w  VKwvQ&asdd^^w^^V&aadBsaaaodeo^ 
9odbed  as  one  ok  the  moat  axniaVAa  «nd^  g<diMp^  vmi  VoisA  XAai&Ksusi^'v^^sesiMWL^i^^v^^ 
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iTor  be  addfMted,  as  if  he  could 

\j  afford  itf  confident  in  the  inao- 
Miblimity  of  hia  poeition.  It  waa 
iuffhable  to  obaenref  hov^every  the 

OTorta  he  made  to  maintain  hia 
gpd  compoaare  of  manner—- but  in 
nerrouaneaa  leaked  almoet  lilce  a 
hough  ^ntle  acc^ion  of  St. 
nee.  Innumerable  were  the  in- 
Lde  ifler  Titmouse — hia  neraoiv— 
sra— hia  character — ^hia  dresa,  by 
s,  of  Lady  Cecilia.    Young  ladies 

her  for  his  autograph.  *Twa8 
E8  if  the  level  surface  of  the  Dead 

been  atirred  by  the  fireahening 

a  thing  of  this  sort  is  once  fairly 
where  is  it  to  end  1  When  fashion 
nad,  her  madness  is  wonderful; 
irery  soon  turns  the  world  mad. 
the  young  men  appeared  in  stoolt^ 
latin  stocKS,  embroidered, .  some 
^era,  and  othera  with  gold,  were 
rywhere,  called  '*  Titmouse  JHuC^ 
its,  with  high  crowns  and  rims  a 
*  an  inch  in  depth,  called  *«  TiUlt- 
Jl  the  young  blades  about  town, 
r  in  the  city,  dreaa^  the^nseWee 


in  Ifae  moat  e&traTagant  atyle ;  an  amaxing 
impetaa  was  given  to  the  cigar  trade— the 
ahoos  were  crowded,  and  every  puppy  that 
walked  the  atreeta  puffed  ci^ar-amoKe  in 
TOOT  eyoB.  In  abort,  lively  Titmice  might 
be  aeen  running  about  the  atreeta  in  all  di- 
rections. As  for  Tagrag,  wonders  befell  him. 
A  paraf|[raph  in  a  paper  pointed  him  out  as 
the  origmal  of  Blackbag,  and  hia  shop  an 
the  scene  of  Titmouae'a  service,  lluther 
quickly  poured  the  tide^  of  fashionable 
curiosity  and  custom.  His  business  waa 
aoon  trebled.  He  wore  his  best  dothea 
every  day,  and  smirked,  and  amiled,  and 
bustled  ahout  in  a  perfect  crowd  in  hia  shop, 
in  a  fever  of  excitement.  He  began  to  think 
of  buying  the  adjoining  premises,  and  add- 
ing them  to  his  own;  and  set  his  name 
down  a^  a  subscriber  of  balf-a-guineaa  year 
to  the  ^*  Decayed  prapera*  Association. 

These  were  glorioua  times  lor  Mr.  Tag- 
rag.  He  ha4  to  engage  a  dozen  extra  handa; 
there  were  never  leaa  than  fifty  or  a  hundred 
peraoBS  in  his  shop  at  once ;  atringa  of  qar« 
riagea  before  his  door,  sometimea  two  deej[K 
and  strugglin|;a  between  the  coachman  for 
nreoedence;  m  fact,  he  believed  that  the 
Millennimn  waa  coming  in 


\ 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Thb  undulations  of  the  popular  excite 
snent  in  town,  were  not  long  m  reaching  the 
ealm  retreat  ofTitmonse  in  Yorkshire.  To 
nay  nothing  of  his  having  on  several  occa- 
sions observed  artists  busily  engaged  in 
sketching  different  views  of  the  Hall  and 
its  surrounding  scenery,  and,  on  inquiry, 
discovered  that  they  were  sent  from  town 
for  the  express  purpose  of  presenting  to  the 
public  sketches  of  the  **  residence  of  Mr. 
Titmouse,"  a  copy  of  the  inimitable  per- 
formance of  Mr.  Bladdery  Pip— viz.  "  Tip- 
^ETiwiNK,'*  tenth  edition — was  sent  down 
to  Mr.  Titmouse  by  Gammon;  who  also 
forwarded  to  bim,  from  time  to  time,  news- 
papers containing  those  paragraphs  which 
identified  Titmouse  with  the  hero  of  the 
novel,  and  also  testified  the  profound  im- 
pression whicn  it  was  making  upon  the 
thinking  classes  of  the  community.  Was 
Titmouse's  wish  to  witness  the  ferment  he 
had  60  unconsciously  produced  in  the  me- 
tropolis unreasonable  t  Yatton  was  begin- 
ning to  look  duller  daily,  even  before  the 
arrival  of  this  stimulating  intellig(*nce  from 
town ;  Titmouse  feeling  quite  out  of  his 
element.  So— Gammon  fwn  eoniradicenie 
-^up  came  Titmouse  to  town.  If  he  had 
not  been  naturally  a  fool,  tlie  notice  he  at- 
tracted in  •London  must  soon  have  made  him 
one.  He  had  been  for  coming  up  in  a  post- 
chaise  and  four ;  but  Gammon,  in  a  letter, 
succeeding  in  dissuading  hinrfrom  incurring 
so  useless  an  expense,  assuring  him  that 
men  of  as  high  consideration  as  himself, 
constantly  availed  themselves  of  the  safe 
and  rapid  transit  afforded  by  the  royal  mail. 
His  valet,  on  being  appeiled  to,  corroborated 
Mr.  Gammon's  representations;  adding, 
that  the  late  hour  m  the  evening  at  which 
the  mail  arrived  in  town,  would  effectually 
shroud  him  firom  public  observation.  Giving 
strict  and  repeated  orders  to  his  valet  to  de- 

fiosit  him  at  once  **  in  a  firsVrate  West-End 
lotel,"  the  haughty  lord  of  Yatton,  plenti- 
fully provided  with  cizars,  stepped  into  the 
mail,  his  valet  perched  upon  the  box-seat. 
That  functionary  was  well  acquainted  with 
town,  and  resolved  on  his  master^s  taking 
up  his  quarters  at  the  Harcourt  Hotel,  in  the 
xmmediate  vicinity  of  Bond  street.  The 
mail  passed  the  Peacock,  at  Islington,  about 
half'past  eight  o'clock;  and  lone  before 
they  had  reached  evrn  that  point,  Ae  ea^i 


the  look-out  fo^  indications  of  his  celeliritj 
He  was,  however,  compelled  to  own  tint 
both  people  and   places  seemed  much  ai 
usual,  wearing  no  particular  air  of  excite 
ment     He  was  a  little  chagrined,  till  he  » 
fleeted  on  the  vulgar  ignorance  of  the  idot^ 
ments  of  the  great  for  which  the  eastai 
regions  of  the  metropolis  were  proveiiual, 
and  alsp  on  the  increasing  duskiness  of  the 
evening,  the  rapid  pace  at  which  the  nafl 
rattled  along,  and  the  circumstance  of  hii 
being  concealed  inside.     When  his  hombli 
hackney  coach  (its  driver  a  feeble  old  mn, 
with  a  wisp  of  straw  for  a  hat-band,  aal 
sitting  on  the  rickety  box  like  a  heap  of  dbfj 
old  clothes,  and  the  flagging  and  limpiBS 
horses,  looking  truly  miserable  objects)  hal 
rumbled  slowly  up  to  the  \ofiy  and  gluamj 
door  of  the  Harcourt  Hotel,  it  ae^ied  li 
excite  no  notice  whatever.     A  tall  waiter^ii 
a  plain  suit  of  blabk  evening  dress,  cos- 
tinued  standing  in  the  ample  doorway,  ^ 
ing  the  plebeian  vehicle  which  had  dnvi 
up  with  utter    indifference — conjectaiiif, 
probably,  that  it  had  come  to  the  wrong 
door.     With   the  same  air  of  provokisg 
superciliousness  he  stood,  till  the  Tiki, 
having  jumped  down  from  his  seat  beside 
the  driver,  ran  up,  and  in  a  peremptory  sort 
of  way  exclaimed,    •*  Mb.    Titmouss  of 
Yatton!"    This    stirred    the  waiter  into 
something  like  energy. 

»» Here,  sir !"  called  out  Mr.  TitnwoM, 
from  within  the  coach ;  and  on  the  waitet*! 
slowly  approaching,  inquired  with  snffideaV 
ly  swaggering  manner — "  Pray,  has  thi 
Earl  of  Dreddlington  been  inquiring  forntf 
here  to-day  ?**  The  words  seemed  to  opeiati 
like  magic,  converting  the  person  addressed 
in  a  moment,  into  a  slave— supple  and  o^ 
sequious. 

**  His  lordship  has  not  heen  here  t<Hdty, 
sir,"  he  replied,  in  a  low  tone,  with  a  molt 
courteous  inclination ;  and  (rently  opening 
the  door,  and  noiselessly  letting  down  the 
steps.    "  Do  you  alight,  sir  V*  i 

*'  Who — ^a— have  you  room  for  me,  aii 
my  fellow  there  V* 

''  Oh  yes,  sir !  certainly Shall  I  shtmr 

you  into  the  coffee-room,  sir  V* 

"The  coffee-room?  Corse  the  coffi*- 
room,  sir !  Do  yon  suppose  Pm  a  tanaaO' 
cial  traveller?     Show  me    into  a  prrrali 


...1=^  jfflu  ic:ovii(7u  cTin  viiav  ^uiui^  wi«  ^»^^.»  .  tocift^  «vtV    T\\^  Waiter  bowed  low;  vA 
»ad  anxka»  eye  of  Titmouse  had  \>eeu  Qii\mwLW\%>wvrv&^\^'^\.'tStas3Li^^ 
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tpaeioQS  and  elegantly  ftnmished  apartment 
—where,  amidst  the  blaze  of  six  wax 
eandles,  and  attended  bj  three  waiters,  he 
tapped,  an  hoar  or  two  aAerwards,  in  great 
state— retiring  aboat  eleven  o'clock  to  his 
apartment,  orercome  with  fatigue,  and  bran- 
dy and  water:  haying  fortanately  escaped 
the  indignity  of  being  forced  to  sit  in  the 
«ame  room  wherr  an  English  nobleman,  one 
or  two  members  >i  parliament,  and  a  conple 
of  foreign  princes,  were  sitting  sipping  their 
claret,  some  writing  letters,  and  others 
conning  orer  the  evening  papers.  Ahoat 
noon,  the  next  day,  he  caflea  apon  the  Earl 
of  Dreddlington  ^  and  thoagh,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  his  lordship  would  hare 
considered  the  visit  rather  unseasonable,  he 
nevertheless  received  his  fortunate  and  now 
truly  distinguished  kinsman  with  the  most 
urbane  coraialitv.  At  the  Earl's  sugges- 
tion, and  with  Mr.  Ghtmmon's  concurrence, 
^tmouse,  within  about  a  week  after  his  ar- 
rival in  town,  took  chambers  in  the  Albany, 
together  with  the  elegant  furniture  which 
had  belonged  to  their  late  tenant,  a  young 
officer  of  distinction,  who  had  shortly  before 
suddenly  ^ne  abroad  upon  a  diplomatic 
mission.  Af  r.  Titmouse  soon  began  to  feel, 
in  various  ways,  the  disthiction  which  was 
attached  to  his  name— -commencing,  as  he 
did  at  once,  the  ^y  and  brilliant  life  of  a 
man  of  high  fashion,  and  under  the  ausust 
auspices  of  the  Eerl  of  Dreddlington.  Like 
as  a  cat,  shod  with  walnut^hells  by  some 
merry  young  scapegrace,  doubtless  feels 
more  and  more  astonished  and  excited  at 
the  clatter  it  makes  in  scampering  up  and 
down  the  bare  echoing  floors  and  staircases ; 
so,  in  some  sort,  was  it  with  Titmouse,  and 
the  sadden  and  amazin?  eeUlt  with  which 
all  his  appearances  and  movements  were 
attended  m  the  regions  of  fashion.  "Tis  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  a  fool,  whether  you 
laugh  with  him  or  at  him ;  so  as  that  you 
do  out  laugh — an  observation  which  will 
account  for  much  of  the  conduct  both  of 
Lord  Dreddlington  and  Titmouse.  In  this 
short  life,  and  dull  world,  the  thing  is— to 
create  a  seiuatiorij  never  mmd  how;  and 
every  opportunity  of  doing  so  should  be 
frratefully  seized  hold  of,  and  improved  to 
the  uttermost,  by  those  who  have  nothing 
else  to  do,  and  have  an  inclination  to  dis- 
tinguish themselves  from  the  common  herd 
of  mankind.  Lord  Dreddlington  had  got 
so  inflated  by  the  attention  he  excited,  that 
he  aet  down  every  thing  he  witnessed  to  the 
■core  of  deference  and  admiration.  His 
self-conceit  was  so  intense,  that  it  consumed 
every  vestige  of  sense  he  had  about  him. 
He  stood  in  solitary  grandeur  upon  the  lofty 
pillar  of  his  pride,  incoeeaible  to  ridicoiey 

SB 


and  insensible  indeed  of  its  approadi,  like 
Wmtfy  "  on  a  monument  smiUng  at"  $eorfu 
Indeed, 


u 


Hia  ■out  waf  like  a  ■(ar,  and  dwelt  apart.*' 


He  did  not  conceive  it  possible  for  any  one 
to  laugh  at  Aim,  or  any  thing  he  might 
choose  to  do,  or  any  one  he  might  think  fit 
tp  associate  with  and  introduce  to  the  notice 
of  society — ^which  kii\d  office  he  forthwith 
performed  for  Titmouse,  with  whose  odd 
person,  and  somewhat  eccentric  dress  and 
demeanour,  his  lordship  (who  imagined  that 
the  same  operation  was  going  on  in  the 
minds  of  otner  people)  was  growing  daily 
more  familiar.  Thus,  that  which  had  at 
first  so  shocked  him,  he  got  at  length 
thorqughlv  reconciled  to,  and  began  to 
suspect  whether  it  was  not  assumed  by  Ti^ 
mouse  out  of  a  daring  scorn  for  the  intrusive 
opinions  of  the  worid,  which  showed  a  lof- 
tiness of  spirit  tikin  to  his  own.  Besides, 
in  another  point  of  view — suppose  the 
manner  and  appearance  of  Titmouse  were 
ever  so  absurd,  so  long  as  his  lordship  chose 
to  tolerate  them,  who  should  venture  to 
gainsay  them  1  So  the  earl  asked  him  fins- 
quently  to  dinner,  took  him  with  them  when 
his  lordship  and  Lady  Cecilia  went  out  in 
the  evening ;  gave  him  a  seat  in  his  car- 
riage in  going  down  to  the  House ;  and  in- 
vited him  to  accompany  him  and  Lady 
Cecilia  when  they  either  drove  or  rode 
round  the  Park;  as  to  which  latter.  Tit- 
mouse's assiduous  attention  at  the  riding- 
school  enabled  him  to  appear  on  horseback 
without  being  glaringfy  anequal  to  the 
management  of  his  horse,  which,  howeve 
he  once  or  twice  contrived  to  ?ive  an  inch- 
nation  towards  backingrupon  those  of  Lady 
Cecilia  and  the  earl.  jTiUnouse  happening 
to  let  flill,  at  the  earl's  table,  that  tie  had 
that  day  ordered  an  elegant  chariot  to  be 
built  for  him,  his  lordship  intimated  that 
a  cab  was  the  usual  turn-out  of  a  bachelor 
man  of  fashion ;  whereupon  Titmouse  the 
next  day  countermanded  his  order,  and  was 
fortunate  enough  to  secure  a  cab  which  had 
just  been  completed  for  a  young  noble- 
man who  was  unable  to  pa;|r  for  it,  and 
whom,  consequently,  the  builder  did  not 
care  about  disappointing.  He  soon  pro- 
vided himself  with  a  great  horse  and  a  little 
tiger.  What  pen  can  do  justice  to  the  feel- 
ings with  which  he  first  sate  down  in  that 
cab,  yielding  upon  its  well-balanced  springs, 
took  the  reins  from  his  little  tiger,  and  then 
heard  him  jump  up  behind!  As  it  was  a 
trifle  too  early  for  the  Park,  he  suddenly 
bethought  himself  of  exhibiting  his  spleii- 
dours  before  the  estabUahTTvsiA  <A  ^.T^^^ 
rag ;  so  he  dea\ied\^VA?\<&Sm'^\M^c^n^>x.T«ii 
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jod  miipmftnliUy^let,  who  in  n  trice  oBJooe 
down ;  md  in  answer  to  a  question,  **  whether 
'Jiere  wasn't  something  wanting  from  a 
draper  or  hosier,''  was  informed  glibly,  that 
six  dozen  of  best  cambric  pocket-handker- 
chiefs, a  dosen  or  two  pair  of  white  kid 
glores,  half'^ozw  stocks,  and  various 
other  items  were  *'  wanting"— (t\  e.  by  the 
valet  hiraaelA  for  Titmouse  was  already  suf- 
ficiently provided.)  Off,  however,  he  drove, 
and  succeeded  at  length  in  reaching  the 
Oxford  Street  establishment,  before  the  door 
of  which  five  or  six  carriages  were  standing. 
I  shonld  say  that,  at  the  moment  of  Mr.  Tit- 
moose's  strutting  into  that  scene  of  his  for- 
mer miserable  servitude,  he  experienced  a 
gush  of  delight  which  was  sufficient  to  efface 
all  lecoUection  of  the  misery,  privation,  and 
oppression,  endured  in  his  early  days. 
There  was  presently  an  evident  flutter  among 


the  gentlemen  engaged  behind  the  counter  thus  present  to  the  eye  of  all  beholders,  u^ 


—for— it  must  be  '^tb^  great  Mr.  Titmouse !" 
Tagiag,  catching  sight  of  him,  bounced  out 
of  his  little  room,  and  bustled  up  to  him 
through  the  crowd  of  customers,  bowing, 
scraping,  blushing  and  rubbing  his  hands, 
full  of  pleasurable  excitement,  and  exhibit- 
ing the  most  profound  obsequiousness. 

^*  Hope  you're  well,  sir,"  he  commenced 
in  a  low  tone,  but  instantly  added,  in  a 
louder  tone,  observing  that  Titmouse  had 
come  upon  business,  **  what  can  I  have  the 
honour  to  do  for  you,  sir,  this  morning  V 
And  handing  him  a  stool,  Tf^grag,  with  a 
respectful  air,  received  a  very  liberal  order 
from  Mr.  Titmouse,  and  minuted  it  down  in 
his  memorandum  book. 

**  Dear  me,  sir,  is  &at  your  cab  1"  said 
Tagrag,  as,  having  accompanied  Titmouse, 
bowing  every  step,  to  the  door,  they  both 
stood  were  for  a  moment,  **  I  never  saw  such 
a  beautiM  turnrout  in  my  life,  sir — ^" 

u  Ya  a  a.  Pretty  well— pretty  well ; 
but  that  young  rascal  of  mine's  dirtied  one 
of  his  boots  a  littl&*-^iem  him!"  and  he 
looked  terror^  at  the  tiger. 

**0h  dear!— so  he  nas;  shall  I  wipe  it 
off,  sir  ?    Do  let  me—" 

*'  No,  it  don't  siffnify  much.  By  the  way, 
Mr.  Tagnig,"  added  Mr.  Titmouse,  in  a 
orawling  way,  "all  well  at— at— demme  if 
I've  not  this  moment  forgot  the  name  of  your 
p*aee  in  the  conntiy— " 

^  Satin  Lodge,  sir,*'  said  Tagrag,  meekly, 
but  with  infinite  inward  uneasiness. 

«•  Oh-— ay,  to  be  sure.  One  sees,  'pon  my 
bool,  such  a  lot  of  places— but— all  well  V' 

**A11  very  well,  indeed,  sir;  and  con- 
stantly talking  of  you,  sir." 

'<  Ah— well!     My  compliments"— heie 


•*<•"  fi^  they're  weU.  If  ever  Fm  dmisg 
that  way*^ood  day  !'*  In  popped  TS^ 
mouse  crack  went  his  whip---eway  daitii 
the  horse— Tagrag  following  tt  with  an  ad* 
miring  and  anxious  eye. 

As  Mr.  Titmouse  sat  in  his  new  vduek, 
on  his  way  to  the  Parkt  djresaed  in  the  ex- 
treme of  the  mode,  his  gbossy  hat  perched 
sideways  on  his  bushy,  well-ciled.  bsl 
somewhat  mottled  hair;  his  surtout  )iuA 
with  velvet ;  his  full  satin  stock,  spaog^ 
with  invrrought  gold  flowers,  and  with  tw9 
splendid  pins,  connected  together  with  deli- 
cate double  gold  chains;  nis  shirt-coUan 
turned  down  over  his  stock ;  bis  chased  gold 
eyeglass  stuck  in  his  right  eye;  the  suf 
wristbands  of  his  shirt  turned  back  over  his 
coat  cuffs;  and  his  hands  in  snowy  ki' 
gloves,  holding  his  whip  and  reins :  wba 
he  considered  the  exquisite  figure  he  nast 


gave  them  credit  for  gating  at  him  with  ds 
same  feelings  which  similar  sights  had,li<t 
a  few  months  before,  called  forth  b  in 
despairing  breast,  his  little  cup  of  happisoi 
was  full,  and  even  brimming  over.  This, 
though  I  doubt  whether  it  was  a  just  7efie^ 
tion,  was  still  a  very  natural  one ;  for  he 
knew  what  his  own  feelings  were,  tb«mk 
not  how  weak  and  absurd  they  were,  and  d 
course  judged  of  otheni  by  himself.  If  the 
Marquis  otWhigborough,  with  his  j£2OO,O00 
a  year,  and  five  thousand  independent  votoi 
at  his  command,  were  on  his  way  down  is 
the  House,  absorbed  with  anxiety  as  to  tbe 
effect  of  the  final  threat  he  was  going  l» 
make  to  the  minister,  that,  unless  be  had  a 
few  strawberry  leaves  promised  him,  he 
would  feel  it  his  du^  to  record  his  Toie 
against  the  ffrsat  bill  for  ^*  f^ng  cecry  bcjij 
ivtry  thingy  which  stood  for  a  £ird  resdiag 
that  evening ;  or  if  the  great  Duke  of  Thss- 
derbolt,  a.^anoe  of  wnose  eye,  or  a  waw 
of  his  haxid,  would  light  up  an  Eoropev 
war,  and  who  was  balancing-  in  his  miad 
the  fate  of  millions  of  mankind,  as  depesd- 
ing  upon  his  fiat  for  peace  or  war— I  laj 
that  it  both  or  either  of  these  personages  had 
passed  or  met  Titmouse,  in  their  cabs,  whick 
they  weie  mechanically  urging  onward,  lo 
absorbed  the  while  with  their  own  thoo^iit 
that  they  scarce  knew  whether  they  wctt 
in  a  cab  or  a  hapd-barrow,  in  which  latter, 
had  it  been  before  their  gates,  either  of  then 
miriit  in  his  abstraotion  have  seated  hin- 
self;  Titmouse's  superior  acquaintance  with 
human  nature  assured  him  that  the  sight  d 
his  tip-top  turn-out  could  not  fkil  of  attrad* 
ing  their  attention,  and  nettling  their  piida. 
Whether  Milton,  if  cast  on  a  'Ifs^ati?  iahsd, 


he  drew  on  hiB  second  giorve,  and  moved  I  but  with  the  means  of  writing  Psvsdsi 
iowvd§  bi$  cab|  Tagrag aocon^anpni^ Yaxnvl^ ^^^\a:«^  ^^^a^  %(^ had  he  Uli w* 
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lut  tfiat  BO  himin  eye  would  efw  peraM  « 
line  of  it;  or  whether  Mr.  Tltoiooeef  had  be 
beeo  Boddealjf'  depoetted,  in  hie  eplwdid 
eab,  in  the  midet  of  the  deeert  of  Bahan, 
with  not  one  of  hie  speoiee  to  fii^an  enrjring 
eye  open  him,  would,  nerertheleee,  kvn 
iaperienced  a  great  measuie  of  eataafiictian, 
I  am  not  pre|^ed  to  say.  Ae,  hewewr, 
everv  conaition  of  life  haa  ita  nuztnra  of 
good  and  eyil,  eo,  if  Titmooae  had  been 
plaoed  in  tiie  midet  of  the  aforeaaid  deaeit 
at  the  time  when  he  was  last  befoie  the 
reader,  instead  of  daahing  along  Oxfoid 
street,  he  would  hare  eeoaaed  certain  diffi- 
enltiee  and  dangera  which  ne  pteeently  en> 
eonntered.  Had  an  a|>e,  not  acqoainted 
with  Uie  aoienoe  of  drivinff,  been  pat  into 
TitmoiiBe*8  place,  he  wonla  probaUy  have 
driyen  mnch  in  the  same  style,  thoogb  he 
would  have  had  greatly  the  advanlage  otar 
kla  riviil  in  reepeetof  ma  simple  and  natoial 
appearance ;  being,  to  liie  eye  of  ooneet 
taste,  M  when  unadorned,  adorned  die  meet.** 
Mr.  Titmouee,  in  epite  of  the  aasistanoe  to 
Ms  sight  Which  he  dedved  from  his  glaaa, 
waa  contittuallT  coming  ittle  eolliaiott  with 
die  yehiclee  which  met  and  paeaed  him,  on 
hie  way  to  Cumberland  Gate.  He  got  into 
no  fewer  than  four  distinct  foiot,  (to  aey  no- 
thing of  the  flying  coraea  which  be  leoeiTed 
in  paasingO  tietween the pointlhaye named 
ana  Mr.  l\^p^ag's  premises.  But  aa  he 
wae  by  no  means  destitate  of  ^mit,  be  sale 
in  hie  eab,  on  these  four  ooeaaiona,  cursing 
and  blaspheming  lUce  a  Utile  fiend,  tUl  he 
almost  brought  teaie  of  Tsmtion  into  the 
eyee  of  one  or  two  of  hie  ooponents,  (cad«, 
cab-driyera,  watermen,  hacKney-connmen, 
earteiBi  stage-coadmien,  market«asdsBei8, 
and  draymen,)  who  unexpedsSiy  found 
their  own  weapons— 4.  <•  slang—widded 
with  such  superior  power  and  effect,  for 
once  in  a  way,  by  a  ewell— ^en  vistocrat 
The  more  manly  of  hie  opponents  warn 
filled  with  respect  for  the  nosaessor  of  such 
powera.  Still  it  waa  unpleaaant  for  a  per- 
son of  Mr.  Titmouse's  distinotian  to  be 


engaged  in  these  coniliots ;  and  he  would 
bare  given  the  world  to  be  able  to  eon^uer 
fals  conceit  ao  far  ae  to  summon  his  little 
tiger  within,  and  aonender  to  him  the  reina. 
6uch  a  ridiculous  con&ssion  of  his  own  in- 
capacity, howerer,  be  could  not  think  of^ 
and  he  g6t  into  aeVeral  little  distorbaneea  in 
the  Pan ;  after  which  he  drore  home :  the 
battered  eab  had  to  be  taken  to  the  maker's, 
whece  the  injoriee  it  had  sustained  were  re- 
paired for  the  triiliog  sum  of  twenty  pounds. 
The  eminent  poeition  secured  ibr  Tit- 
mouse  by  the  masterly  ffeniua  of  Mr.  Blad* 
40qtPM^9  was  continued  and  strengfiraed 
by  mucn  more  eubsfaiitfaJ  claans  itpoa  the 


nspeet  of  sooielgr,  ■sssssssd  hy  tne  fisslp 
named  sentleman.  Rumour  ia  a  dame  thai 
alwii}ra  looks  atobjeots  tiuou^  venr  straqg 
magmfyinff  glasses;  and,  gmded  byiriiat 
she  saw,  sue  soon  gsTe  out  that  Titmouan 
waa  patron  of  three  boroughs,  had  a  dear 
mMl-roll  of  thirty  thouaand  a  Tear,  and  had 
already  reoetTed  nearly  a  hundred  thouaand 
pounda  in  hard  cash  fifom  the  pnvtous  pro- 
prietor  of  his  estatea,  as  a  compensation  for 
the  back  lenls,  wbieh  that  usurper  h^d  been 
for  so  msny  yearn  in  the  receipt  of.  lliea 
he  waa  yerr  neer  in  aqoceesion  to  the  aiH 
dent  and  distinguished  barony  of  Ihelin- 
court,  and  the  eztenshre  estatea  thereto  an> 
nezed.  He  waa  young ;  hj  no  meana  ill- 
looking;  and  was — nnmamed.  Under  the 
mask  of  fuOiuU  and  eccentrieity,  it  wa» 
beUeyed  that  he  eonoealed  cieat  naloral 
aottteneea,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
who  were  Ua  rsal  and  who  only  his  pi»« 
tsnded  friends  and  well-wishers;  and  thai 
his  ncfrle  idatiyes  bad  gitsn  in  to  his  Ittda 
scheme  for  the  porpoee  of  aiding  him  in  Ihn 
importaas  discorery  upon  which  he  wan 
benl.  Infinite  eflecl  was  thus  given  to  the 
eaii*a  intioduelisii.  Wheseyer  Titmouse 
went  he  found  new  and  ddightfid  acquaint 
anoea;  and  inyttatione  to  dinners,  balla 
roata,  aoirtea,  came  diowering  daily  into  hie 
rooms  at  the  Albany,  wbere  also  were  left 
innumenible  oarda,  bearing  names  of  very 
high  foahion.  All  who  bad  daughters  of 
sielem  in  the  ■Msket,  paid  eager  and  perae* 
vering  oouit  to  Mr.  Titmooae,  and  atili  mees 
80  to  the  fiail  ef  Dseddlington  and  Ladr 
Ceoilia,  hie  augnet  ijponaerv  t  so  tiiat  wifh 
being  the  will  of  diat  merry  jade,  Fortaufr— 
they  who  had  once  regarded  him  aa  an  ob* 
Ject  only  of  shuddering  dismt  and  inqfible 
contempt,  and  had  been  msposed  to  oider 
their  servants  to  show  him  out  again  ime 
tlis  streets,  wers  now,  in  a  manner,  magmi^ 
Jkdandmadi  homundUe  by  means  of  msir 
coniicrien  with  him;  or  rather,  aocie^« 
tiiinMh  Ma  meana,  ho^  become  suddenlT 
eenalDle  of  the  commanding  qualitiee  and 
psetieiaicna  of  the  Earl  ef  Dieddlington  and 
the  Lady  Cecilia.  In  tiie  ball-room— «t 
idmackr  even— how  many  young  men, 
haadaome,  accomplished,  and  of  reu  eonee 
tjnenoe,  applied  in  vain  for  the  hand  of 
haughty  beauty,  which  Mr,  Titmouse  had 
only  to  adc  for,  and  have!  Whoeewaatbs 
openkbox  into  which  he  might  not  dn^  aa 
a  welcome  visiter,  and  be  aeen  lounging  in 
envied  ftmiliarity  with  ita  &ir  and  brilhaat 
inmatee  1  Were  diere  not  mothera  of  higli 
foahion,  of  stalely  pride,  of  Bounding  taaik, 
who  would  have  humbled  themaehree  befoaa 
Titmouee,  if  thereby  be  oonld  bax%  Vsn^ 
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toighteril  BiititwMiiot<nr«rthefidr8tz| 
mlone  that  the  magic  of  Mr.  Titmonae'g 
aame  and  pretennoiiB  had  obtained  this 
great  and  sadden  ascendancy,  he  excited  no 
•mall  attention  among  men  of  fashion- 
mat  numbers  of  whom.quicldy  recognised 
u  him  one  yery  fit  to  become  their  butt  and 
dietr  dupe.  What  signified  it  to  men  secure 
of  their  4twn  position  in  sodety,  that  they 
were  seen  openly  associating  with  one  so 
eotrageously  absurd  in  his  dress-«-and  vul- 
and  ignorant  beyond  all  example  I  So 
as  he  bled  freely,  and  trotted  out  briskly 
willingly,  his  eccentricities  could  be  not 
merely  tolerated,  but  humoured.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  gay  and  popular  Mabquis 
Gamts-Jaunxs  DC  MiLLEFLiURS ;  but  he  is 
worth  a  word  or  two  of  description,  because 
•f  the  position  he  had  cpntrived  to  acquire 
and  retain,  and  the  influence  whidi  ho  ma- 
Based  to  exercise  oyer  a  considerable  portion 
of  London  society.  The  post  he  was  anx- 
1008  to  secure  was  that  of  the  leader  of  ianf 
and  he  wished  it  to  appear  that  that  was  the 
sole  object  of  his  ambition.  While,  how- 
eysr,  he  affected  to  be  entirely  engrossed  by 
such  matters  as  derising  new  and  exquisite 
variations  of  dress  and  equipage,  he  was,  in 
rsali^,  bent  upon  ^Ter  pursuits— ^p<m 
gratifying  his  own  licentious  tastes  and  in- 
clinations with  secrscy  and  impunity.  He 
despised  folly,  cultiyating  and  practising 
only  Tice,  in  which  he  was,  in. a  maimer,  an 
epicure,  ^e  was  now  about  his  forty-se- 
cond year,  had  been  handsome,  was  of  bland 
and  rascinating  address,  variously  aocom- 
pliriied,  of  exquisite  tact,  of  most  refined 
taste ;  there  was  a  slight  ftdness  and  pufil- 
ness  about  his  features,  an  expression  m  his 
eye,  which  spoke  of  ffi<iefy^-and  the  fiict 
was  so.  He  was  a  yery  proud,  selfish, 
heartless  person ;  but  these  qualities  he 
eontriyed  to  disguise  from  many  of  even  hi  s 
most  intimate  associates.  An  object  of 
constant  anxiety  to  him,  was,  to  ingratiate 
himself  with  the  younger  and  weaker, 
branches  of  the  aristocracy,  in  order  to  se- 
cure a  distinguished  status  in  society;  and 
he  succeeded. 

To  gain  this  point,  he  taxed  all  his  re- 
sources :  never  were  so  exquisitely  blended, 
as  in  his  instance,  with  a  view  to  aecurinff 
bis  inJUttnee^  the  qualities  of  dictator  and 
parasite ;  he  always  appeared  the  agreeable 
equal  of  those  whom,  tor  his  lifi^,  he  dared 
not  seriously  have  offended.  He  had  no 
fortune ;  no  visible  means  of  making  money 
-Miid  not  sensibly  sponge  upon  his  friends 
«— nor  fall  intoconspicuous  einbarrassments ; 
yM  he  always  lived  in  luxury—without 
money f  te  in  some  incoBcdyiime  m«m«i 
MwBje  eootrivad  lo  be  in  the  poMetnon  o( 


money's  worth.  He  had  a  magical  powa 
of  soothing  querulous  tradesmen.  He  had 
a  knack  of  always  keepings  himsrif,  Ui 
clique,  his  sayings  and  dmngs,  before  the 
eye  of  the  public,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
satisfy  it  that  he  was  the  acknowledged 
leader  of  figuihion ;  yet  it  wan  really  no  soek 
thinff,  it  was  a  false  fashion— there  beiafr 
all  ue  diffecence  between  him  and  a  man 
of  real  consequence  in  society,  that  there  b 
between  mock  and  real  pearl,  between  pasia 
and  diamond.  It  was  true  that  young  bkb 
of  soundiuff  name  and  title  -w&e  ever  to  be 
found  in  his  train,  thereby  fiivii^  real 
countenance  to  one  from  whom  Uiey  unded 
Uiat  they  themselves  derived  f^lebgy^;  tbw 
enabling  him  toueffect  a  lodgment  in  ^ 
outskirts  of  aristocracy ;  but  he  could  nol 
penetrate  inland,  so  to  speak,  any  more  tkm 
foreign  merchants  could  advance  further 
t^n  to  Cantan«  in  the  dominions  of  the  eoi- 
peror  of  China.  He  was  only  tolerated  in 
the  rsffions  of  real  aastooraey— a  fiiet  of 
which  ne  had  a  very  galling  conscionsnesi, 
though  it  did  not  apparently  disturb  hii 
equanimity,  or  interrupt  ^e  systematie  sad 
rofined  sycophancy  by  which  alone  he  could 
secure  his  precarious  position.  With  saaw 
sad  exceptions,  I  think  that  Great  Britaia 
has  reason  to  be  proud  of  her  aristocracy:  I 
do  not  speak  now  of  those  gaoidy,  flsuntin; 
personages,  of  either  sex,  who,  by  their  ex- 
cesses or  eccentricities,  are  eteraally  obtrod- 
ing  themselves,  their  manners,  dress,  and 
equipage,  upon  the  ear  and  eye  of  the  pub- 
lic; but  of  those  who  occupy  their  exalted 
sphere  in  simplicity,  in  calmness,  and  ia 
unobtrusive  diffuity  and  virtue.  I  am  do 
flatterer  or  idolater  of  the  aristocracy.  I 
have  a  profound  sense  of  the  necessity  and 
ad  vantaffe  of  the  inatihUum  /  but  I  could  pay 
its  members,  personally,  an  honest  honuge 
only,  afrer  a  stem  and  keen  scrutiny  mla 
their  personal  pretension ;  thinking  of  them 
ever  in  the  spirit  of  dioee  memorable  woidi 
of  Scripture— >*  Unto  whomsoever  mock  it 
ffivon,  of  him  shall  be  much  required,*^  asd 
mat  not  hereafter  only,  but  here  also.  No 
one  would  visit  their  faults  and  follies  wi& 
a  more  unsparing  severity  than  I ;  yet,  inak« 
ing  all  just  allowances  for  th^  pecoliir 
perils  and  temptationa,  exposed  as  they  are, 
especially  at  the  period  of  their  entrance  upoa 
life,  to  sedulous  and  systematie  sycophancy* 
too  often  also  to  artful  and  designing  proftt- 
|[acy,  can  any  thing  excite  greater  mdigna- 
tion  and  disgust  in  the  mind  of  a  thoughttvl 
and  independent  observer,  than  those  in- 
stances, occasionally  exhibited,  of  penont 
imagining  that  the  posseasoxs  of  rank  eijoj 
^  aotv.  01  ^leacriptive  imn^unity  from  thi 
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--••  8i  prnef pitemjapit  ambitus  atqne  libido— 
Inclpit  ipaorum  conira  le  iiarf*  parentum 
Nobiliiaa,  claramque  fkcem  prirt'erre  piidendfa. 
Oinae  aoimi  viiiuoi  tant6  conapecUus  in  ae 
Crimen  tuibet,  quaotd  major  qui  peccat  tiabetur." 

To  a  thoughtless,  an  insolent,  a  proflisfste 
•obleman,  I  choose  to  address  the  dignified 
ffeproofs  of  the  same  stern  satirist — 

— -"  rnmea  alto  Drtiaoriim  aanipiiine  tnnqunm, 
Feierin  ipse  aliqiiid  proptfir  quod  nobllia  esaei. 
— Miserum  eatjiliena!  incumbere  fam«, 
Nc  collapaa  raantsubductis  lecta  columnia. 
Bfrgo,  ut  mirerour  to,  non  tua,  primnm  aliqtild  da, 
Quod  poatim  titulia  incldere,  prtPter  honorea, 
Qune  iiiia,  damua,  el  dftdimua,  quibtia  omnia  debet. 
^Male  pater  tibi  sit  Tkergitu^  dummedo  tutit 
'JEaeidm  aimiiu,  Futeaniaque  arms  eaptuatt 
fimam  (a,  Tkertitm  timUm,  frodueatAckUU**** 

And  I  shall  sura  up  what  I  have  to  say 
opon  this  head,  in  the  notable  language  of 
Che  fine  old  Bishop  Hall : — 

"I  confess  I  cannot  honour  blood  without 
good  qualities;  nor  snare  it,  with  ill.  There 
IS  nothinnr  that  I  do  more  desire  to  be 
taught,  than  what  is  true  nobility:  what 
thanke  is  it  to  you  that  you  are  horn  well ! 
If  you  could  feve  lost  this  privilege  of  na- 
ture, I  feare  you  had  not  been  thus  far 
noble :  that  you  may  not  plead  desert,  you 
had  this  before  you  were;    long  ere  you 
could  either  know  or  prevent  it.    You  are 
deceived  if  you  think  this  any  other  than 
the  body  of  gentility.     The  life  and  souU  of 
it  IS  in  noble  and  virtuous  dispositions,  in 
gallantnesse  of  spirit  without  haughtinesse, 
without  insolence,  without  scornful  over- 
Ijnesse ;  shortly,  in  generous  qualities,  car- 
riage, actions.    See  your  error,  and  know 
that  this  demeanour  cfoth  not  answer  an 
honest  birth."f 

Such  are  my  sentiments — those  of  a  con- 
tented member  of  the  middle  classes,  with 
whom  are  all  his  best  and  dearest  sympa- 
thies ;  and  who  feels  as  stern  a  pride  in  his 
*•  Order,"  and  determination  to  **  »tand  by 
it^^^  as  ever  was  felt  or  avowed  by  the 
haughtiest  aristocrat  for  his ;  of  one  who, 
with  very  little  personal  acquaintance  with 
the  aristocracy,  has  yet  had  many  opportu- 
nities of  observing  their  conduct;  and  sin- 
cerely and  cheerfully  expresses  his  belief, 
that  very,  very  many  of  them  are  worthy  of 
all  that  they  enjoy — are  bright  patterns  of 
honour,  generosity,  loyalty,  and  virtue; 
that,  indeed,  of  by  far  the  greater  proportion 
of  thero  k  may  be  said,  that  they 

**  Ibve  borne  their  facttlliea  ao  meek— have  eten 
80  clear  in  their  irrent  ofllee,  that  their  virtuea 
Win  plead  like  anfela;'* 

and,  finally,  I  aay  these  are  the  sentiments 
tfooe  who,  if  their  order  were  in  jeopardy, 
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would,  With  the  immense  majority  of  his 
brethren  of  the  middlo  classes,  freely  shsd 
his  blood  in  defence  of  that  order ;  for  their 
preservation  is  essential  to  the  well-being 
qf  society,  and  their  privileges  are  really 
onre. 

To  return,  however,  to  the  marquis.  The 
means  to  which,  as  I  have  above  tvplained, 
he  resorted  for  the  purpose,  secured  him  m 
certain  species  of  permanent  popularity.  In 
matters  of  dress  and  equipage,  he  cooid 
roally  set  the  fashion;  and  being  something 
of  a  practical    humorist,  and  desirous  0? 
frequent  exhibitions  of  his  power,  in  oidsf 
to  enhance  his  pretensions  with  his  patrons 
— and  also  greatly  applauded  and  indulged 
by  the  tradespeople  profiting  by  the  vag«» 
ries  of  fashion,  he  ^was  very  capricious  in 
the  exercise  of  his  infiuence.     He  seised 
the  opportunity  of  the  advent  of  my  little 
hero,  to  display  his  powers  very  decisively. 
He  waved  his  wand  over  Titmouse,  and 
instantlv  transformed  a  little  ass  into  a  great 
lion.     'Xwas  the  marquis,  who,  with  hie 
own  hand,  sketched  off,  from  fancy,  the  not* 
trait  of  Titmouse,  causing  it  to  be  exhibued 
in  almost  every  bookseller's  shop  window. 
He  knew  that,  if  he  chose  to  make  his  ap^ 
pesrance  once  or  twice  in  the  Parks,  and 
leading  streets  and  squares,  in-^for  instance 
—the  full  and  imposing  evening  costume  of 
the  clown  at  the  theatre,  with  painted  face, 
capacious  white  inexpressibles,  and  tasteful 
jacket^within  a  few  days'  time  several 
thousands  of  clowns  would  make  their  ap- 
pearance about  town,  turning  it  into  a  vest 
pantomime.  Gould  a  more  striking  instance 
of  the  marquis's  power  in  such  matters 
have  been  exhibited,  than  that  which  had 
actually  occurred  in  the  case  of  Titmouse? 
Soon  after  the  novel  of  Tippetiwink  had 
rendered  our  friend  an  object  of  public  in* 
terest,  the  marquis  happened,  somewhere  cnr 
other,  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  preposterous 
little  ape.     His  keen  eye  caught  all  Ti(> 
mouse's  personal  peculiarities  at  a  glance; 
and  a  day  or  two  afterwards  appeared  in 
public,  a  sort  of  splendid  edition  of  llu 
mouse— with  quizzmg-glass  stuck  in  his 
eye  and  cigar  in  his  mouth;  taper  ebony 
cane ;  tight  surtout,  with  the  snowy  come; 
of  a  white  handkerchief  peeping  out  of  the 
outside  breast-nocket;  hat  with  scarce  any 
rim,  perc}ied  slantingly  on  his  head ;  satin 
stock    bespangled    with    inwrought    gold 
flowers;  shirt-collar  turned  down;  and  that 
inimitable  strut  of  his! — 'Twas  enough: 
the  thoughtful  young  men  about  town  were 
staggerea  for  m  moment ;  but  their  senses 
soon  returned.    The  man^ois  had  vtK  tky^ 
thing  going;  snd  wV^xi  i2qx«a  ^k^  ^qoba^ 
thst  bitter  wag  \m4  ci^Yeita^  -&^^^!^dL 
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7T/mtce  that  would  hare  reminded  you,  for 
a  moment,  ot  the  Tisitatton  of  locusts 
broug[ht  upon  Egrypt  by  Moaee. 

Thus  was  broug^ht  about  the  state  of 
things  recorded  towards  the  close  of  the 
last  portion  of  this  history.  As  soon  as  the 
marquis  had  seen  a  few  of  the  leading  fools 
about  topm  fairly  in  the  fashion,  he  resumed 
his  former  ri^d  simplicity  of  attire,  and, 
accompanied  hy  a  friend  or  two  in  his  con- 
fidence, walked  about  the  town  enjoying  his 
triumph ;  witnessing  his  trophies— '^  Tittle- 
bats*' and  ^  Titmouse-ties"  filling  the  shop 
windows  on  the  week-days,  and  peopling 
te  streets  on  Sundays.  The  marquis  was 
not  lonff  in  obtaining  an  introduction  to  the 
quaint  little  millionaire^  whose  reputation 
lie  had,  conjointly  with  his  distinguished 
friend,  Mr.  Bladdery  Pip,  contributed  so 
greatly  to  extend.  Titmouse,  who  had 
oflen  heard  of  him,  looked  upon  him  with 
inconoeiyable  reyerence,  and  accepted  an 
imitation  to  one  of  the  marquis's  reekerdU 
Sunday  dinners,  with  a  sort  of  tj«mulou8 
ecstasy.  Thither,  on  the  appointed  day,  he 
Went  accordingly,  and,  by  his  original 
humour,  afibrdM  infinite  amusement  to  the 
marquis's  other  guests.  'T«'<'^  lucky  ibr 
Titmouse  that,  getting  dreadfully  drunk 
T«iy  early  in  the  erening,  he  was  auite  in- 
capacitated from  accompanying  his  brilliant 
and  good-natured  host  to  one  or  two  scenes 
of  fiuhionable  entertainment,  as  had  been 
arranged,  in  St.  James's  street. 

Now,  do  let  us  pause  to  ask  whether  this 
poor  little  creature  was  not  to  be  pitied! 
bid  he  not  seem  to  have  been  plucked  out 
of  his  own  sphere  of  safe  and  comparatiyely 
happy  obscurity,  only  in  order  to  become 
every  one's  game— an  ebject  of  everybody's 
cupidity  and  cruelty  ?  May  he  not  be  com- 
pared to  the  iiying-fish,  who,  springing  out 
of  the  water  to  avoid  his  deadly  pursuer 
there,  is  instantly  pounced  upon  by  his  ra- 
venous assailants  in  the  air?  In  the  lower, 
and  in  the  upper  regions  of  society,  was  not 
this  the  condition  of  poor  Tittlebat  Tit- 
mouse 1  Was  not  his  long-coveted  advance- 
ment merely  a  transition  from  scenes  of 
vulgar  to  refined  rapacity?  Had  he,  ever 
since  **  htck  had  happened  to  him,*'  had  one 
single /rtemf  to  whisper  in  his  ear  one  word 
of  pity  and  of  disinterested  counsel? 

in  the  splendid  regions  which  he  had 
entered,  who  regarded  him  otherwise  than 
as  L  .egitimate  object  for  plunder  V>t  ridicule, 
the  latter  disguised  by  the  dengning  only? 
Was  not  even  his  dignified  and  exemplary 
old  kinsmaDf  the  £arl  of  Dreddlington, 
hiffht  Honourable  mm  he  waa,  inftoAnoed 


mercenary  designs  to  accomplish,  amidst  tO 
the  attentions  he  vouchsafed  to  bestow  apoa 
Titmouse?    'Twas,  I  think,  old  Hobbes  of 
Malmesbury  who  held,  that  the  natoral  stats 
of  mankind  was  one  of  war  with  each  other. 
One  really  sees  a  good  deal   in  life,  espe- 
cially afler  tracing  the  progress  of  society, 
that  would  seem  to  give  some  colour  to  so 
strange  a  notion.    'Twas,  of  course,  at  first 
a  matter  of  downright  fisticuflTs— -of  physiesl 
strife,  occasioned,  in  a  great  measure^  by 
our  natural  tendencies,  according  to  him  oC 
Malmesbury ;  and  aggravated  by  the  desire 
everybody  nad  to  take  away  from  every- 
body else  what  he  had.      Haye  you  ever 
seen  a  drop  of  unclean  water  through  ths 
medium  of  the  astounding  hydro-oxyga 
microscope,  and  shuddered  at  sight  of  fright 
ful  creatures  there  made  apparent — a  spec- 
tacle which  must  have   brought  tears  of 
delight  into  the  eyes  of  the  old  philosopher 
I  have  been  mentioning,  on  account  ot  the 
vivid  illustration  it  would  have  afforded  of 
his  theory  ?  I  have  several  times  witnessed 
what  I  am  alluding  to,  and  I  always  think, 
when  I  see  the  direful  conflict  that  goes  as 
in  these  drops  of  water,    '*  when  Greek 
meets  Greek,''  of  Titmouse  and  hb  enemies. 
In  the  progrress  of  society  we  have,  in  s 
measure,  dropped  the  physical  part  of  tbs 
business ;  ana  instead  of  punching,  scratdh 
ing,  kicking,  biting,  and    knocking  dova 
one  another,  true  to  uie  original  principles  of 
our  nature,  we  are  all  endeavouring  to  cir- 
cumvent one  another ;  everybody  is  trying 
to  take  everybody  in*;  the  moment  that  ods 
of  us  has  got  together  a  thing  or  two,  he  is 
pounced  upon  by  his  neighbour,  who  in  bn 
turn  falls  a  prey  to  another,  and  so  on  ia 
endless  succession.     We  cannot  help  oa^ 
selves,  though  we  are  splitting  our  beads 
to  discover  devices,  by  way  of  laws,  to 
restrain  this  propensity  of  our  nature :  it  will 
not  do;  we  are  all  overreaching,  cheating, 
swindling,  robbing  one    another,  and,  if 
necessary,  are  ready  to  maim  and  murder 
one  another  in  the  prosecution  of  our  designs. 
So  is  it  with  nations  as  with  individuals, 
and  minor  collections  of  individuals.  Tralyi 
truly,  we  are  a  precious  set,  whether  tbs 
sage  of  Malmesbury  be  right  or  wrong  is 
his  speculations. 

The  more  that  the  earl  and  Lady  Cecilis 
perceived  of  Titmouse^s  popularity,  the  more 
eager  were  they  in  parading  their  connexion 
with  him,  and  openly  investing  him  with 
the  character  of  a  protege.  In  addition  tt 
this.  Lady  Cecilia  had  befvun  to  have  now 
and  then  a  glimmering  nouon  of  the  obieetf 
which  the  earl  was  contemplatinsr.    It  dis 
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lid,  immediately  oo  entering,  walk  up 
iin«  and  be  seen  for  some  time  eon- 
Bendingly  pointing  oat  to  him  the  dif- 
nt  peers  by  name,  as  thej  entered,  and 
laining  to  his  intelligent  auditor  the 
Lod,  and  mode,  and  cause  of  the  creation 
.  accession  of  many  of  them  to  their  ho- 
usy  and  also  the  forms,  ceremonies,  and 
tine  of  business  of  the  House;  so  Lady 
&ilia  was  not  remiss  in  availinflr  herself, 
tier  ^ay,  of  the  little  opportanities  which 
•ented  themselves.  She  invited  him, 
idstance,  one  day  early  in  the  week,  to 
iompany  them  to  church  on  the  ensuing 
nday,  and  during  the  interval  gave  out 
longst  her  intimate  friends  that  they  might 
pect  to  see  Mr.  Titmouse  in  her  papa's 
if.  He  accepted  the  invitation ;  and,  on 
)  arrival  of  the  appointed  hour,  might  have 
m  seen  in  the  earl's  carriage,  driving  to 
emoon  service  at  the  Reverend  Morpbinc 
slvet's  chapel — Rosemary  Chapel,  near 
.  James's  Square.  Twas  a  fashionable 
ipel,  a  chapel  of  Ettse  ,*  rightly  so  called, 

it  was  a  very  easy  mode  of  worship, 
icipline,  and  doctrine,  that  was  there 
tctised  and  inculcated, 
[f  I  may  not  irreverently  adopt  the  lan- 
ige  of  Scripture,  but  apply  it  very  diflfer- 
tly,  I  should  say  that  Mr.  Morphine  Vel- 
78  yoke  was  very  "easy,"  his  burden 
y  •*  light."  He  was  a  popular  preacher ; 
idle-aged ;  sleek,  serene,  solemn  in  his 
■son  and  demeanour.  He  had  a  very 
itlemanlike  appearance  in  the  pulpit  and 
ding-desk.  There  was  a  sort  of  soothing, 
nning  elegance  and  tenderness  in  the 
le  and  manner  in  which  he  prayed  and 
ought  his  dearly-beloved  brethren,  as 
iny  as  were  there  present,  to  accompany 
n,  their  bland  and  graceful  pastor,  to  the 
•one  of  the  heavenly  grace.  Fit  leader 
IS  he  of  such  a  flock  f  He  read  the  prayers 
narkably  well,  in  a  quiet  and  subdued 
le,  very  distinctly,  and  with  marked  em- 
asis  and  intonation,  having  sedulously 
idied  how  to  read  the  service  under  a 
ick  theatrical  teacher  of  elocution,  who 
d  given  him  several  "points"— in  fact,  a 
w  reading  entirely—- of  one  of  the  clauses 

the  Lord's  PrJiyer,  and  which,  he  had 
9  gratification  of  perceiving,  produced  a 
iking,  if  not,  indeed,  a  startling  effect. 
1  the  liule  finger  of  the  hand  which  he 
ed  most,  was  to  be  observed  the  sparkle 

a  diamond  ring ;  and  there  was  a  sort  of 
reless  grace  in  the  curl  of  his  hair,  which 
liad  taken  his  hair-dresser  at  least  half  an 
ur,  before  Mr.  Morphine's  leaving  home 

bis  chapel,  to  effect.  In  the  pulpit  he 
m  calm  and  fluent.  He  rightly  considered 
it  the  pulpit  aught  not  to  be  the  scene  for 


attempting  intelleetttal  display ;  be  to<^  cme^ 
theretore,  that  there  should  be  nothii^  tn 
his  sermons  to  arrest  the  anderstanding,  or 
unprofitably  occupy  it,  addressing  himself 
entirely  to  the  reelings  and  fancy  of  his 
cultivated  audience,  in  frequency  interesting 
compositions.  On  the  occasion  I  am  speak* 
ing  of,  he  took  for  his  text  a  fearfbl  passage 
or  Scripture,  3  Cor.  iv.  3,—"  But  if  our 
^otpel  oe  hid^  it  i$  hid  to  them  that  are  lost,^^ 
If  any  words  were  calculated  to  startle  such 
a  congregation  as  was  arrayed  before  Mr. 
Velvet,  out  of  their  guilty  and  fatal  apa^y, 
were  not  these  ?  Ought  not  their  mhuster  to 
have  looked  round  him  and  trembled  ?  So  one 
would  have  thought ;  but "  dear  Mr.  Velvet** 
knew  his  mission  and  his  flock  better.  Ha 
presented  them  with  an  elegant  description 
of  heaven,  with  its  cfjrstal  battlements,  its 
jasper  walls,  its  buildings  of  pure  gold,  its 
foundations  of  precious  stones ;  its  balmy 
air,  its  sounds  of  mysterious  melody^  its 
overflowing  fulness  of  everlasting  happi* 
ness— amiast  which  friends,  parted  upon 
earth  by  the  cruel  stroke  of  death,  recognise 
and  are  re-united  to  each  other,  never  more 
to  pronounce  the  agonizing  word,  ^  adieu  !^ 
And  would  his  dear  hearers  be  content  t^ 
\o09  all  this-HSontent  to  enjoy  the  pUatura 
of  nnf^a  teason  9  Forbid  it,  eternal  mercy ! 
fiut,  lest  he  should  alarmhis  hearers,  he  took 
the  opportunity  to  enforce  and  illustrate  the 
consolatory  truth,  that 

**  lUIIf  ion  aercr  wm  detlfii*d 
To  ^lake  our  pletsuroa  Iom  ;" 

an^  presently,  resuming  the  thread  of  his 
discourse,  went  on  to  speak  of  the  really 
serious  consequences  attending  a  persevering 
indifference  to  religion ;  and  he  went  on  to 
pve  striking  instances  of  it  in  the  merchant 
m  his  counting-house  and  on  'change ;  the 
lawyer  in  his  ofl^ce ;  the  tradesman  in  his 
shop;  the  operative  in  the  manufactory; 
showing  how  each  was  absorbed  in  his 
calling—- labouring  for  the  meat  which 
perisheth,  till  they  had  lost  all  appetite  and 
relish  for  spiritual  food,  and  never  once 
troubled  themselves  about  ^^the  momentous 
concerns  of  hereafter."  Upon  these  topics 
he  dwelt  with  such  force  and  feeling,  that 
he  sent  hisdistmguished  congregation  away 
— ^those  of  them,  at  least,  who  oould  retain 
any  recollection  of  what  they  heard  for  five 
minutes  after  entering  their  carriages— fear- 
ing that  there  was  a  very  black  look-out« 
indeed,  for  the  kind  of  persons  that  Mr. 
Velvet  had  mentioned— tailors,  milliners, 
mercers,  jewellers,  and  so  forth ;  and  who 
added  graver  offices,  and  of  a  more  posi- 
tive character,  to  \Vve  m\%ootA5icXvi\^s2k\sa^ 
been  pointed  omt-Au  ikw«  «l^«tfMltlL 
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had  been  present!  Thus  was  it  that  Mr. 
Velvet  sent  away,  his  hearers  overflowinff 
with  Christian  sympathy ;  very  well  pleasea 
with  Mr.  Velvet,  but  infinitely  better  pleased 
with  themselves. 

.  The  deep  impiowion  which  he  had  made 
was  evidenced  by  a  note  he  received  that 
evening  from  tlie  Duchess  of  Broadacre, 
most  earnestly  begging  permission  to  cop^ 
his  '*  beautiful  sermon/'  in  order  to  send  it 
to  her  sister,  Lady  Belle  Almacks,  who  was 
ill  of  a  decline  at  Naples.  About  that  time, 
I  may  as  well  here  mention,  there  came  out 
an  engraved  portrait  of  '*  the  Rev.  Morphine 
Velvet,  M.  A.,  Minister,  Rosemary  Chapel, 
St.  Jameses'' — a  charming  picture  it  was, 
representing  Mr.  Morphine  in  pulpit  costume 
and  attitude,  with  hands  gracefully  out- 
stretched, and  his  face  directed  upward  with 
a  heavenly  expression,  sugg^tmg  to  you 
the  possibility  that,  some  fine  day,  when  his 
bearers  least  expected  it,  he  might  gently 
rise  out  of  his  pulpit,  into  the  air,  like 
Stephen,  with  Heaven  open  before  him,  and 
be  no  more  t^£n  of  men!  Hsppy  is  i^  Peo- 
ple that  is  in  such  a  case ;  yea,  happy  is  that 
people  whose  minister  is  the  Rev.  Morphine 
Velvet! 

Four  or  five  carriages  had  to  set  down 
before  that  containing  we  Earl  of  Dreddlingc 
ton,  Lady  Cecilia,  and  Mr.  Titmouse,  could 
draw  up ;  by  which  time  there  had  accumu- 
lated as  many  in  its  rear,  so  eager  were  the 
pious  aristocrats  to  get  hito  this  holy  retreat. 
As  Titmouse,  holding  his  hat  and  cane  in 
one  hand,  while  with  the  other  he  arranged 
his  hair,  strutted  up  the  cen^e  isle,  follow- 
ing the  Earl  and  Lady  Cecilia,  he  could 
hardly  repress  the  exultation  with  which  he 
thought  of  a  former  visit  of  his  to  that  very 
chapel,  some  two  years  before.  Thtn^  on 
attempting  to  enter  the  body  of  the  chapel, 
the  verger  had  politely  but  finnly  repulsed 
him ;  on  which,  swelling  with  vexation,  he 
had  ascended  to  the  gSlery,  where,  after 
being  kept  standing  for  ten  minutes  at  least, 
he  had  been  beckoned  by  the  pew-opener 
towards^  and  squeezed  into,  the  furthermost 
pew,  close  at  the  back  of  the  organ,  and  in 
which  said  pew  were  only  four  footmen  be- 
sides himself;  and  if  he  was  disgusted  with 
his  mere  contiguity,  guess  ^bat  must  have 
been  bis  feelings  when  the  footman  nearest 
to  him  good-naturedly  forced  upon  him  a 
part  of  his  prayer-book,  which  Titmouse, 
ready  to  spit  in  his  face,  held  with  his  finger 
and  thumb,  as  though  it  had  been  the  tail 
of  a  snake.  Aoui,  how  changed  was  all ! 
He  had  become  an  azistocrat;  in  his  veins 


t^ir  rapacity !   Woald  that  some  of  them  |  gxaced  by  the  eoronet  which  King  H^mylL 

had  nlaced  upon  the  brow  of  the  founder  tf 
his  family,  some  seven  hundred  years  be- 
fore; and  a  tall  footman,  with  powdered 
h^,  glistening  silver  shoulder-knot,  and 
sky-blue  livery,  and  carrying  in  a  bag  the 
gilded  implements  of  devotion,  be  homblj 
mllowing  oebind  him !   What  a  remariobk 
and  vivid  contrast  between  his  present  asd 
his  former  circumstances,  was  present  at 
that  moment  to  his  reflecting  mind !   As  he 
stood,  his  hat  covering  his  face,  in^atti> 
tude  of  devotion — ^*  I  wonder,*'  thought  he, 
**  what  all  these  nobs  and  swells  would  hJi 
if  they  knew  how  I  had  worshipped  here  on 
the  last  time;'*  and  again — ^^  'ron  my  life, 
what  would  I  give  for— say  Huckaback— (e 
see  me  just  now !"     What  an  elegant  and 
fashionable    air    the    congregation    wore! 
Surely  there  must  be  something  in  religioa 
when  people  such  as  were  around  him  cane 
so  punctually  to  church,  and  behaved  so  a^ 
rioasly !  The  members  of  that  congregalios 
were,  indeed,  exemplary  in  their  strict  di^ 
charge  of  their   public    religious  duliea! 
Scarce  one  of  them  was  there  that  had  sM 
been  at  the  opera,  till  half-past  twelve  ofe^ 
night;  the  dulcet  notes  of  the  singers  stiH 
thnlling  in  their  ears,  the  graceful  atdtodfl 
of  the  dancers  still  present  to  their  eyes; 
every  previous  night  of  the  week  had  tkif 
1>een  engaged  in  me  brilliant  ball-room,  aad    I 
whirled  in  the  mazes  of  the  voluptsoai 
waltz,  or  glittering  in  the  picturesque  sple^ 
dour  of  fancy  dress,  till  three,  four,  and  in 
o'clock  in  the  morning;  yet  here  thcj  woe, 
in  spite  of  all  their  exhaustion,  testified  liy 
the  heavy  eye,  the  ill-suppressed  yawns,  the 
languor  and  ennui  visible  in  their  coaot^ 
nances,  prepared  to  accompany  their  gtntk 
pastor,  **with  a  pure  heart  and  humble  voiee,^ 
unto  the  throne  of  the  heavenly  gr^ce,  tr 
acknowledge,  with  lively  emotion,  that  tbn 
'*had  followed  too  much  the  devices  and 
desires  of  their  own  hearts  ;*'  praying  for 
"mercy  upon  them,  miserable  offendera," 
that  God  would  "  restore  them,  being  p(«- 
tent,'*  so  that  *'  they  might  thereafVer  letd  i 
godly,  righteous,  and  sober  life.*'     Heit 
mey  were,  punctual  to  their  time,  decoroue 
in  manners,  devout  in  spirit,  earnest  aid 
sincere  in  repentance  anii  good  resolottoai 
— ^knowing,  the  while,  how  would  be  speA 
the  remaiiuier  of  ti)e  season  of  their  Hvet; 
and  yet  resolving  to  attend  to  the  afieetio» 
ate  entreaties  of  Mr.  Velvet,  to  be  ^  not 
hearers  only,  but  doers  of  the  word." 

Generally,  I  should  say  that  the  state  of 
mind  of  most,  if  not  all  of  those  present,  wai 
analogous  to  that  of  persons  who  go  and  «t 


i%e  naa  veootae  an  ansiocrav ,  in  nis  toihb    analogous  lo  uai.  oi  ycrsouB  wau  go  aaa  m» 
raa  some  of  the  richest  and  oldest  \Aoo^Vxk\m  ^<b  '^v'ooLV-toomt  to  drink  the  Bath  «    1; 
^  country  i  big  brow  miKV^t  eie  \oii^  \M\OV<^xu^'»a.^^r^\«s%%    "^^^^sc^VAx  did  iki    li 
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tiling ;  ftnd  aaeh  hoped  that,  while  sit- 
ting  in  his  pew,  what  he  heard  would,  like 
what  he  drank  at  the  pamp-room,  in  some 
•ncret  mode  of  operation,  insensibly  benefit 
the  hearer,  without  subjecting  him  to  any 
unpleasant  restraint  or  discipline— without 
requiring  active  exertion,  or  inconvenience,  or 
nerifice.  This  will  five  you  a  pretty  accurate 
notion  of  Lord  Dreddlington's  state  of  mind 
apon  the  present  occasion.  With  his  gold 
glassee  on,  he  followed  with  his  eye,  and 
also,  with  his  voice,  every  word  of  the  pray- 
BTS,  with  rigid  accuracy  and  unwavering 
Bamestness;  but  us  soon  as  Mr.  Velvet  had 
qnounted  his  pulpit,  and  risen  to  deliver  his 
disoourse,  the  earl  quietly  folded  his  arms, 
closed  his  eyes,  and,  in  an  attentive  posture, 
Domposed  himself  to  sleep.  Lady  Cecilia 
Bate  beside  him  perfectly  motionless  during 
the  whole  sermon,  her  eyes  fixed  languidly 
apon  the  preacher.  As  for  Titmouse,  he 
bore  it  pretty  well  for  about  five  minutes ; 
then  he  pulled  his  gloves  off  and  on  at  least 
twenty  times ;  then  he  twisted  bis  handker- 
chief round  his  fingers;  then  he  looked  with 
m  vexed  air  at  his  watch ;  then  he  stuck  his 
glass  in  his  eye,  and  stared  about  him.  By 
ue  time  that  Mr.  Velvet  had  ceased,  Tit^ 
mouse  had  conceived  a  very  great  dislike  to 
him*  and  was  indeed  in  a  fretful  humour. 
But  when  the  organ  struck  up,  and  they  rose 
to  go;  when  he  mingled  with  the  soft, 
esniraing,  fluttering,  rustling,  satin-clad 
khron^^nodding  to  one^  bowing  to  another, 
lad  snaking  hands  with  a  third,  he  felt 
**  himself  again.'*  The  only  difference  be- 
tween him  and  those  around  him  was  that 
(hey  had  learned  to  bear  with  calm  fortitude 
wii^i  had  so  severely  tried  his  temper.  All 
irere  glad  to  get  out;  the  crash  of  carriages 
It  the  door  was  music  in  their  ears— -die 
Ihrong  of  servants  delightful  objects  to  their 
ajes— they  were,  in  short,  in  the  dear  world 
i|^n,  and  breathed  as  freely  as  ev^. 

Mr.  Titmouse  took  l^ve  of  the  Earl  and 
Lady  Cecilia  at  their  csurriage-door,  having 
Mdered  his  cab  to  be  in  waiting*— as  it  was ; 
sad  entering  it,  he  drove  about  leisurely  till 
•t  was  time  to  think  of  dressing  for  dinner. 
He  hsid  accepted  an  invitation  to  dine  with 
a  party  of  officers  in  the  Guards,  and  a  merry 
lime  they  had  on't.  Titmouse  in  due  time 
got  blind  drunk;  and  then  one  of  bis  oom- 
panions,  rapidly  advancing  towards  the 
^ame  happy  state,  seized  the  opportunity, 
with  a  burned  cork,  to  blacken  poor  Tit- 
aoose^s  face  all  over— who,  therefore,  was 
piooounced  to  bear  a  very  close  resemblance 
to  one  of  the  black  boys  belonging  to  the 
land  of  the  regiment,  and  thus  afforded  as 
laach  fun  to  his  friends  when  dead  drunk  an 
^hen  sober.    As  he  was  quite  incapahie  of 


taking  eaie  of  himself,  they  put  a  servan* 
with  him  into  his  cab,  (judging  his  litde 
tiger  to  be  unequal  to  the  responsibility.) 

Titmouse  passed  a  sad  night,  but  got  bet* 
ter  towards  the  middle  of  the  ensuing  day ; 
when  he  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  re- 
ceive two  visiters.  One  of  tliam  was  young 
Lord  Frederic  Feather,  ^accompanied  by-  a 
friendO  both  of  whom  hau  dioed  in  company 
with  Titmouse  overnight ;  and  his  loraship 
it  was,  who,  having  decorated  Titmouse's 
countenance  in  the  way  1  have  described— 
so  as  to  throw  his  valet  almost  into  fits  on 
seeing  him  brought  home— imagining  it 
might  possibly  come  to  his  ears  who  it  was 
that  had  done  him  such  a  favour,  had  come 
to  acknowledge  and  apologize  for  it  frankly 
and  promptly.  When,  however,  he  per- 
ceived what  a  fool  he  had  got  to  deal  with, 
he  suddenly  changed  his  course — declared 
that  Titmouse,  had  not  only  done  it  himself, 
but  had  there  presumed  to  act  similarly  to- 
wards his  lordship,  whose  friend  corrobo- 
rated the  charge — and  they  had  called  to  re- 
ceive, in  private,  an  apology.  Titmouse's 
breath  seemed  taken  away  on  first  hearing 
this  astounding  version  of  the  affair.  He 
swore  he  had  done  nothing  of  the  sort,  but 
had  suffered  a  good  deal ;  then,  dropping  a  • 
little  on  observing  the  stem  looks  of  his 
companions,  protested  *^he  did  not  recol- 
lect*' any  thing  of  the  sort;  on  which  they 
smiled  good-naturedly,  and  said  that  that 
was  very  possible.  Then  Titmouse  made 
the  requisite  apology ;  and  thus  this  awk- 
ward affair  ended. 

Lord  Frederic  continued  for  some  time 
with  Titmouse  in  pleasant  chat;  for  he  fore- 
saw that,  '^  hard-up"  as  he  frequently  was, 
Mr.  Titmouse  was  a  friend  who  might  be 
exceedingly  serviceable.  In  factv poor  Lord 
Frederic  could,  on  that  very  occasion,  have 
almost  gone  on  his  knees  for  a  check  of  Mr. 
Titmouse  upon  his  bankers,  for  three  or  four 
hundred  pounds.  Oh,  thought  Lord  Frede- 
ric, what  would  he  have  given  to  be  in  Tit- 
mouse's position,  with  his  twenty  thousand 
a  year,  and  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  of 
hard  cash !  But,  as  the  reader  well  knows, 
poor  Titmouse's  resources,  ample  as  they 
were,  were  upon  a  far  less  splendid  scale 
than  was  supposed.  Partly  from  inclina- 
tion, and  part^  through  a  temnorary  sense 
of  embarrassment,  occasioned  oy  the  want 
of  ready  money.  Titmouse  did  not  «pend  a 
tenth  part  of  the  sum  which  it  had  been  eveir- 
where  supposed  he  could  disburse  freely 
on  all  hands,  which  occasioned  him  to  oe 
given  credit  for  possessing  all  that  ramonr 
assigned  to  him;  and,  moredrer,  for  a  dit 
position  not  to  acrasndet  Sx.  '^^  >ca^  ^ 
several  occaaiona  neon  Vui^aiM^  >»  >x)  >e^ 
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liBiid  at  Msarte,  rouge  et  noir,  and  hazard ; 
and  had,  on  the  first  occasion  or  two,  been 
a  little  hurried  a  way  through  deference  to 
his  distinguished  associates,  and  bled  rather 
freely;  but  when  he  found  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  business — that  he  must  /Miy— and 
felt  his  purse  growing  fighter,  and  his 
pocket^ook,  in  which  he  kept  his  bank- 
notes, rapidly  shrinking  in  dimensions  as 
the  OTening  wore  on,  he  experienced  viTid 
alarm  and  disgust,  and  an  increasing  disin- 
clination to  be  vietimiaed ;  and  his  ayersion 
to  play  was  infinitely  strengthened  by  the 
frequent  cautions  of  the  Earl  of  Dred- 
dlington. 

fiut  there  was  one  step  in  Mr.  Titmouse's 
upward  progress  which  he  presently  took, 
and  which  is  worthy  of  special  mention ;  I 
mean  his  presentation  at  court  by  the  EUirl 
of  Dreddlington.  The  necessity  for  such  a 
step  was  explained  to  Titmouse,  by  his  il- 
lustrious kinsman,  a  day  or  two  afVer  the 
appearance  of  the  ordinary  official  announce- 
ment of  the  next  levee.  This  momentous 
affiiir  was  broached  by  the  earl,  one  day  after 
dinner,  with  an  air  o  deep  anxiety  and  in- 
terest Indeed,  had  that  stately  and  solemn ' 
old  simpleton  been  instructing  his  gaping 
protege  in  the  minutely  a^diil  etiouette 
requisite  for  the  due  discharge  of  his  duties 
as  an  ambassador  sent  upon  a  delicate  and 
embarrassing  mission  to  the  court  of  his 
Sacred  Majesty,  the  Kingof  Sulk3rpunctilio, 
he  could  not  ha/e  appeared  more  penetrated 
by  a  sense  of  the  responsibility  he  was  in- 
curring. He  commenced  by  giTrngHtmouse 
BTery  long  history  of  the  origin  and  progress 
of  such  ceremonies,  and  a  minute  account 
of  the  practical  manner  of  their  obserranoe, 

'  all  of  which,  howeyer,  was  to  Titmouse 
only  like  breathing  upon  a  mirror — ^passing 
as  quickly  out  of  one  ear  as  it  had  entered 
into  the  other.  When,  howeyer,  the  earl 
came  to  the  point  of  dress.  Titmouse  was, 
indeed,  **  a  thing  all  ear,  all  eye,*'  his  facul- 
ties being  stimulated  to  their  utmost.  The 
next  morning  he  hurried  off  to  his  tailor,  to 
order  a  court  dress.  When  it  had  been 
brought  to  his  rooms,  and  he  had  put  it  on, 
upon  returning  to  his  room  in  his  new  and 
imposing  costume,  and  glancing  at  his  figure 
in  the  glass,  his  face  fell ;  he  felt  infimtely 
disappoint^.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that 
he  had  not  on  lace  ruffles  at  his  coat-cuffs, 
nor  on  his  shirt  front  After  gazing  at  him- 
self for  a  few  momenls  in  silence,  he  sud- 
denly snapped  his  fingers,  and  exclaimed 
to  the  tailor,  who,  with  the  yalet,  was  stand- 
ing beside  mm,  **  Corse  me  if  I  like  this 
thin^  at  all !" 
^  "Not  Ike  it,  eirV'  exclaimed  'NIt.CW^ 

olose.  with  astonishmeTit. 


<«No,  I  don\  dernme!  UAu%m 
dress  t  It's  a  quaker*8  made  into  a  Im 
man's!  'Pon  my  soal«  I  look  the  en 
iraa{>e  of  a  footman ;  and  a  derilisk  yal^ 
one,  too !"  The  two  indiyidiiala  beside  hi 
turned  suddenly  away  from  him,  and  6ii 
one  another,  aiid  from  their  noses  tbsrs  i 
sued  the  sounds  of  ill-snppreeeed  laogkls 

'*  Oh,  sir— I  beg  a  thousand  pardons !"« 

Juickly  exclaimed  Mr.  Clipeloee,  *^bate 
haye  been  thinking  about  I    There's  1i 
sword— we'ye  quite  rbrpfot  it  !** 

<*Ah — ^'pon  my  life,  f  thought  tbenvi 
mrmething  wrong !"  quoth  Titmouse,  as  M 
Clipclose,  haying  brought  the  sword  fia 

the  other  end  of  tne  room«  where 

it  upon  entering,  buckled  it  oiu 

'"  I  flatter  myself  that  now^  sir- 
menced  he. 

(« Yap-as— Quite  the  coireet  thing!  'JVi 
my  soul,  most  uncommon  striking  r—» 
claimed  Titmouse,  glancing  at  his  ^^mk 
the  glass  with  a  triumphant  smile.  *^lah 
it  odd,  now,  that  this  sword  shoold  nh 
all  the  difference  between  me  and  a  fbols^ 
by  Joye !"  Here  his  two  companioM  mi 
seized  with  a  simultaneous  fit  c^  eoogiay 

«<Ah,  ha— it's  se^  a'n't  itV  eooM 
Titmouse,  his  eyes  ^lued  to  the  glass. 

*^  Certainly,  sir :  it  nndoubtedtj  gii»- 
what  shall  I  call  iti  a  grace— a  misM 
sort  of  commanding— especially  to'afijli* 
that  becomes  it"— 3ie  continued,  with  vA 
assurance,  obserying  that  the  'n\ti$vA^ 
stood  him.  ♦•  But— may  I,  sir,  take  so  p* 
a  liberty!  If  you  are  not  accustonwjj 
wear  a  sword— as  I  think  you  said  yw  ijj 
not  been  at  court  before— I  beg  to  v0d 
you  that  it  will  require  particular  ea»ij 
manage  it,  and  prevent  it  frooi  gvttiaf  w 
tween "  _^^ 

"Demme,  sir!"  excliamed  '^*"*JJ 
starting  aside  with  an  offended  ^^'"'^^ 
think  I  don't  know  how  to  manage  «»^ 
By  all  that's  tremendous'^^-and  pla»*j 
the  taper  weapon  out  of  its  ecabbuMj 
waved  it  over  his  head,  and  tl»^^"!f^ 
self  into  the  firat  position— be  had  WJ; 
paid  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  tepwy* 
and,  with  rather  an  excited  air,  went  awV 
several  of  the  preliminary  ""^^fS 
•Twas  a  subject  for  a  painter,  and  eiww» 
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a  very  striking  spectacle— as  ^t^ 
of  power  silently  concentrated,  >""  W 
to  be  put  forth  upon  an  adequate  o«** 
The  tailor  and  the  valet,  who  stood  sW 
from  each  other,  and  at  a  safe  and  '^Pj 
distance  from  Mr.  Titmouse,  g««*  ** 


silent  admiration  at  him.  ^.  ..^ 

When  the  great  day  airiyed-'njjj^ 
[VxKnsv^  ^wi5gRX <if  scarce  any  tbinir*' 
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ndless  questions  and  ehildtsh  ob- 

6n  the  subjeet— he  drore  up,  at 
ited  hour,  to  the  Earl  of  Died- 
t  whose  carriage,  with  an  appear- 
Miter  state  than  usual  about  it,  was 
t  the  door. 

bting  from  his  eab,  he  skipped  so 
stairs,  that  he  could  not  have  had 
>8enre  the  amusement  which  his 
asion^  even  to  the  well-disci- 
rants  of  the  Earl  of  Dieddlington. 
•wanoe  ought  to  haTe  been  made 

Think  of  Mr.  Titmouse's  little 
hes,  white  silks,  silver  shoe- 
hirt-rufSes  and  fiills,  coat,  bag, 
;  and  his  hair,  plastered  up  wiur 
ise,  parted  down  the  middle  of  his 
curling  out  boldly  over  each  tem- 
his  open  countenance  irradiated 
dued  smile  of  triumph  and  excite- 
n  entering  the  drawing-room,  he 
sally  striking  object— -me  eari  in 
ome,  wearing  his  general's  uni- 
all  his  glistening  oraiers,  standinff 
8  to. set  o£f,  and  holding  in  his  hand 
th  its  snowy  plume.  His  posture 
ce  easy  and  eommanding.  Had 
anding  tp  Sir  ThomaJs  Lawrence, 
ot  haye  disposed  himself  more  ef> 

Lady  Cecilia  was  sitting  on  the 
Off  back,  and  languidly  tiUking  to 

from  the  start  they  both  gave  on 
B  entrance,  it  was  plain  that  they 
[laTe  calculated  upon  the  extraoi^ 
ismogrification  he  must  haye  un- 
a  assuming  court  costume.    For 

or  two,  each  was  as  sererely 
i  when  his  absurd  figure  had  first 
itself  in  that  drawinff-room.  **  Oh , 

murmured  Lady  Cecilia;  while 
eemed  struck  dumb  by  the  ap- 
figure  of  Titmouse.  Tlmtsentle- 
ever,  was  totally  changed  fVom 
ise  of  a  former  day.  He  had  now 
due  sense  of  his  personal  import- 
t  confidence  in  himself.  Greatness 
B  former  petrifying  influence  over 
I,  as  for  his  appearance  on  the 
nsion,  lie  had  grown  so  familiar 
I  reflected  in  bis  g^ass,  that  it 
irred  to  him  as  being  different 
rs  who  beheld  him  for  the  first 
ihe  same  time,  that  candour  upon 
^e  myself,  urges  me  to  state. 
Titmouse  beheld  the  military  air 
b  eauipments  of  the  earl — not- 
ng  tiiat  Titmouse,  too,  wore  a 
I  felt  himself  done.  He  advanced, 
»r^ty  confidently— bobbing  about, 
ly  Cecilia,  and  then  to  the  earl ; 
a  hasty  salutatioi^— ** 'Pon  my 
erd,  J  hope  it's  no  osffi^nesy  bat 


your  lordship  ioe$  look  mottparHeufar  fine.** . 
The  earl  made  no  reply,  but  inclined  toward* 
,him  magnificently^-^not  seeing  the  meaning 
and  intention  of  Titmouse,  but  affrcmted  by 
his  words. 

**  May  I  ask  what  your  lordship  thinks  of 
me?  First  time  I  erer  appeared  in  this 
kind  of  thing,  my  lord — ha!  ha,  your  lord* 
ship  sees!''-— As  he  spoke,  his  look  woA  ' 
voice  betrayed  the  oyerawing  effects  of 
the  earl's  splendid  appearance— which  was 
rapidly  freezing  up  tne  springs  of  familiari« 
ty,  if  not  indeed  of  flippancy,  which  wevs 
bubbling  up  within  the  little  bosom  of  Til- 
mouse,  on  his  entering  the  room.  His 
manner  became  inyoluntarily  subdued  and 
reyerential.  The  Earl  of  Dreddlington  ia. 
plain  clothes,  and  in  full  court  costumSf 
were  two  very  different  persons ;  though  his 
lordship  would  have  been  mortally  affronted 
if  he  had  known  that  any  one  thought  so. 
However  he  now  regretted  hating  offered 
to  take  Titmouse  to  the  levee,  there  was  na 
escape  from  the  calamity ;  so,  after  a  few 
minutes'  pause,  he  rang  the  bell,  and  an* 
nounoed  his  reaidiness  to  set  off.  Followed 
by  Mr.  Titmouse,  his  lordship  slowly  de- 
scended the  stair ;  and  Irhen  he  was  within 
two  or  three  steps  of  the  hall  floor,  it  dis- 
tresses me  to  relate,  that  he  fell  nearly  flat 
upon  his  &ce,  and,  but  for  his  servants' 
rushing  up,  would  have  been  seriously  hurt. 
Poor  Titmouse  had  been  the  occasion  of 
this  disaster ;  for  his  sword  getting  betweea 
his  legs,  down  he  went  against  the  eari« 
who  went  naturally  down  upon  the  floor,  as 
I  have  mentioned.  Titmouee  was  not  much 
hurt,  but  terribly  frightened,  and  went  as  pale 
as  death  when  he  looked  at  the  ear),  who 
appeared  a  little  agitated,  but,  not  havinff 
been  really  injured,  soon  recovered  his  self 
possession,  r refuse  were  poor  Titmouse's 
apologies,  as  may  be  supposed  ;  but  mudi 
as  he  was  distressed  at  what  had  ^aksn 
place,  a  glance  at  the  angry  countenances 
with  which  the  servants  regarded  him,  as  if 
Inwardly  cursing  his  stupidity  and  clumsi- 
ness, stirred  up  his  spirit  a  little,  and  re- 
stored him  to  a  measure  of  self-pos8essi%]i« 
He  would  have  given  a  hundred  pounds  to 
have  been  able  to  discharge  every  one  of 
them  on  the  spot. 

«» Sir— enough  has  been  said,"  quoth  ths 
earl,  rather  coldly  and  haughtily,  tired  at  the 
multiplied  apologies  and  excuses  of  Tit- 
mouse. *^  I  thank  God,  sir,  that  I  am  not 
hurt,  though,  at  my  time  of  life,  a  fall  is  not 
a  sligljt  matter.  Sir,"  eontiniied  the  earl^ 
bitterly,  *^you  aie  not  so  much  to  blame  as 
your  tailor;  he  should  have  explained  to 
you  how  to  weai  yow  wwor\V^  x^V^^Cmlv 
having  cut  TitmouM  \o  iifc«  ^«n  ^>s^^^ft^ 
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jarl  motioned  him  towards  tlie  door :  tiiey 
soon  entered  the  carriage;  the  door  was 
closed ;  and,  with  a  brace  of  footmen  be- 
hind, away  roiled  these  two  truly  distin- 
gnished  subjects  to  pay  their  homage  to 
majesty — ^which  might  well  be  proud  of 
such  homage.  They  both  sate  in  silence  for 
some  time.  At  length-*-**  Beg  your  lord- 
ship's pardon,**  quoth  Titmouse,  with  some 
energy;  **but  I  wish  your  lordship  only 
knew  how  I  hate  this  cursed  skewer  that's 
pinned  to  me ;" — and  he  looked  at  his  sword, 
as  if  he  could  have  snapped  it  into  halves, 
and  thrown  them  through  the  window. 

**  Sir,  I  can  appreciate  your  feelings.  The 
sword  was  not  to  blame ;  and  you  have  my 
IbrgiTeness,*'  replied  the  still  ruffled  earl. 

**  Much  obliged  to  your  lordship,"  replied 
Titmouse,  in  a  somewhat  different  totoe 
from  any  in  which  he  had  ever  ventured  Ip 
address  his  august  companion ;  for  he  was 
beginning  to  leel  confoundedly  nettled  at 
the  bitter  contemptuous  maimer  -which  the 
earl  observed  towards  him.  He  was  also 
not  a  little  enraged  with  himself;  for  he 
knew  he  had  been  in  fault,  and  thought  of 
the  neglected  advice  of  his  tailor.  So  hjjs 
natural  insolence,  like  a  reptile  just  begin- 
ning to  recover  from  its  long  torpor,  made  a 
finint  struggle  to  show  itseB— but  in  vain ; 
he  was  quite  cowed  and  overpowered  by 
the  presence  in  which  he  was,  and  he  wish- 
ed heartily  that  he  could  have  recalled  even 
the  few  last  words  he  had  ventured  to  utter. 
The  earl  had  observed  it,  though  without 
appearing  to  do  so.  He  was  accustomed  to 
control  his  feelings;  and  on  the  present  oc- 
casion he  exerted  himself  to  do  so,  for  fear 
of  alienating  Titmouse  from  him  by  any 
display  of  offended  dignity. 

**  Sir,  it  is  a  very  fine  day,"  he  observed, 
in  a  kind  manner,  after  a  stem  silence  of  at 
least  five  minutes. 

**  Remarkably  fine,  my  lord.  I  was  just 
g^ng  to  say  so,"  replied  Titmouse,  greaUy 
relieved ;  and  presently  they  fell  into  their 
usual  strain  of  conversation.  ^ 

**  We  must  learn  to  bear  these  little  an- 
noyances calmly,"  said  the  earl,  ^rraciously, 
on  Titmouse's  a^in  alluding  to  his  mishap : 
—  **  as  for  me,  sir,  a  person  m  the  station  to 
which  it  has  pleased  Heaven  to  call  me,  for 
purposes  of  its  own,  has  his  peculiar  and 
very  grave  anxieties— substantial  and" — 

He  ceased  suddenly.  The  carriage  of  his 
old  rival,  llie  Karl  of  Fit*- Warren,  passed 
him ;  the  latter  waved  his  hand  courteously ; 
ihe  former,  with  a  bitter  smile,  was  forced 
to  do  the  same ;  and  then  relapsing  into 
Btlence^  fihowcd  that  the  iion  vras  entering 


making  to  Titmouse.  Soon,  ham 
had  entered  the  scene  of  splendid 
which  at  once  occupied  aLiid  exi 
their  minds.  Without  was  the  ea^ 
gazing  with  admiration  ajxl  aw 
equipage,  with  its  brilliant  occof 
dashed  past  them :— then  the  life-{ 
in  glittering  and  formidable  an 
long  ^leamiag  swords  and  polishc 
glancing  and  lashing  in  the  sunlig 
m,  were  the  tall  yeomen  of  the 
velvet  caps  and  scarlet  uniforms, 
ponderous  partisans,  linin(|r  each  a 
staircase— and  who,  being  in 
military  costume  of  the  time  of  ] 
Eighth,  forcibly  recalled  those  day 
and  pageantry  to  the  well-infomie 
Mr.  Titmouse. 

In  short,  there  'were  all  the 
state,  and  ceremony  that  fence  in 
approaches  to  majesty.  Fovtuna 
mouse  was  infinitely  too  much  b 
and  flustered  by  the  novel  splendo 
him,  to  be  aware  of  the  ill-conceal 
ter  which  his  appearance  excit 
hands.  In  due  course  be  was  boi 
issued  in  due  form  into  the  presei 
ber — ^into  the  immediate  presence  o 
His  heart  palpitated :  his  daazled  e 
a  hasty  gumpse  of  a  tall,  magnific 
standing  before  a  throne.  Adi 
scarce  aware  whether  on  his  bo 
heels— he  reverently  paid  his  I 
then  rising,  was  promptly  ush 
through  a  different  door;  with  m 
impression  of  any  thing  that  he  hac 
— 'twas  all  a  dazzling  blaze  of  i 
dim  vision  of  awe! 

Little  was  he  aware,  poor  souJ, 
king  had  required  him  to  be  poii 
upon  his  approach,  having  heaii 
celebrity  in  society,  and  mat  be  1 
distinguished  honour  of  ocemm 
majesty  a  very  great  effort  to  keep  itt 
tenance.  It  was  not  till  after  he  had  ( 
the  palace  for  some  time,  that  be  to 
freeij  again.  Then  he  be^  toke^ 
vast  change  had  been  efiectNi  in  bi 
some  mysterious  and  awful  agency 
he  was  penetrated  and  pervaded,  as  it 
by  tlie  subtle  essence  of  royalty— lib 
that  had  experienced  the  saddeOfitr 
thrilling,  potent,  influence  of  el«tr 
He  imagined  that  now  the  stamp  «( 
ness  bad  been  impressed  upon  wm 
pretensions  ratified  by  the  higheataaj* 
upon  earth.  "Twas  as  if  wine  bjj 
poured  into  a  stream,  intoxicatiogtwi 
haU  swimming  about  in  it.  Ai /» 
seriously  speaking,  I  question  wbeta 
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lould  be  sorry  to  cite  against 
lority,  couched  in  a  language 
[  have  reason  to  beliere  he  was 
acquainted,  I  cannot  help  think 
loe  must  haye  had  in  his  eye  a 
louse,  when  he  penned  those 


raperboi  anbulet  peennU 

Dft  aon  mutat  g«iiiu. 

>n«  Bacnm  OBeticnte  M  Vlam 

bit  ter  ulDaram  tog  4, 

rerUt  taae  et  hue  eoDtiuB, 

rtmaindiCDatioY 

OS  fl^flllU  hie  trluiDTlriJUMia 

>d1i  ad  faitidlam, 

ilerni  mille  AiDdl  Jvcara, 

»plam  mannia  taritl"* 

mouse  was  making  this  sj^le^ 
I  the  upper  regions  of  socie^, 
there  eyery  hour  new  and  bnl- 
ons  and  associations— in  a  per^ 
[pleasure  from  morning  to  ni|^ht 
t  unfipratefullj  manif<A|t  a  total 
of  ue  amiable''  persons  with 
;d  been  so  familiar,  and  from 
received  bo  many  good  offices 
days  and  humbler  circumstan- 
not,  howeyer — ^to  give  the  deyil 
n  for  Gammon,  (who  was  eyer 
ike  a  mysterious  pilot,  secretly 
little  bark  amidst  the  strange, 
dangerous  seas  which  it  had 
Lte,)  Tfear  that,  with  Titmouse, 
been— out  of  sight  out  of  mind. 
I,  ever  watchful  oyer  the  real 
iiB  charge,  and  also  delighted 
B  medium  of  conferring  fayours 
conye^ed,  from  time  to  time,  to 
^  faniilY  of  the  Tagrags,  spe- 
'  Mr.  Titmouse's  courtesy  and 
Lt  one  time,  a  haunch  of  doe 
d  find  its  way  to  Mr.  Tagrag, 
mmon  justly  considered  that 
>n  between  buck  and  doe  was 
i  another  a  fine  work-box  and  a 
•ound  Bible  found  its  way  to 
grag ;  and,  lastly,  a  gay  guitar 
ig,  who  forthwith  began  twang- 
i«tang  tang-it,  from  momine  to 
ig  with  ecstasy  of  its  dear  dis- 
xior ;  who,  together  with  Mr. 
d,  some  time  afterwards,  the 
gratification,  on  occasion  of 
ovited  to  dine  at  Satin  Lodge, 
Br  perfonn  the  following  ex- 
)8ition,  for  both  the  words  and 
she  had  been  indebted  to  her 
,  a  youth  with  black  mustaches, 
air  parted  on  his  head,  shirt 
'yron,  and  eyes  full  of  inspira- 
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TO  BIH  I  LOTS. 

I. 

Ah  owl  I  feel  the  emart 
Of  Cupid's  cruel  dart 
Qalverlag  in  aiy  bean, 

Helgho,ahl  wbewt 

n. 

with  him  1  loye 
Swiftly  time  wovM  moye  t 
With  hie  cigar, 
▲nd  mv  guitar. 
We'd  emoke  and  pla/ 
The  IWetong  day. 

Merrily,  merrily  I 

Pnir-puff— pulf, 
Tftog-a,  tang,  tang  I 

m.      ^ 

When  he*e  not  near  me, 
O!  of  life  I'm  weary— 
The  world  ii  dreary— 
Myetic  epirlie  of  enngt 
Wreathed  with  cypreae,  come  alOBf  I 
And  hear  me !  hear  me  t 
Singing, 

Heigho,  helfho^ 
Tootle,  tootle,  too, 
A— lackadsy  1 

Such  were  the  tender  and  melting  strains 
which  this  fair  creature  (her  yoice  a  little 
reedy  and  squeakingjto  be  sure)  poured  into 
the  sensitiye  ear  of  Titmouse ;  and  such  are 
the  strains  by  means  of  which,  many  and 
many  a  Miss  Tkgrag  has  captiyated  many 
and  many  a  Titmouse ;  so  that  sentimental 
compositions  of  this  sort  are  deservedly  po- 
pular, and  do  honour  to  our  musical  and  poeti* 
cal  character  as  a  nation.  I  said  that  it  was 
on  the  occasion  of  a  dinner  at  Satin  Lodge,  • 
^at  Mr.  Titmouse  and  Mr.  Gammon  were 
fayonred  hj  hearing  Miss  Tagra?*s  yoice, 
accompanying  her  guitar;  for  when  Mr. 
Tagrag  had  sounded  Mr.  Gammon,  and 
found  that  both  he  and  Titmouse  would  be 
only  too  proud  and  happy  to  partake  of  his 
hospitality,  they  were  invited.  A  very  crack 
affair  it  was,  (though  I  have  not  time  to  de- 
scribe it)---eiyen  on  a  more  splendid  scale 
ihan  Mr.  l^grag  had  ever  ventured  upon 
before.  He  brought  a  bottle  of  champagne 
all  the  way  from  town  with  his  own  hands, 
and  kept  it  nice  and  cool  in  the  kitchen 
cistern  for  three  days  beforehand ;  and  there 
was  fish,  soup,  roast  mutton,  and  roast  ducks, 
roast  fowls,  peas,  cabbage,  caolifiowers,  po- 
tatoes, vegetable  marrows;  there  was  an 
apple-pie,  a  plum-pudding,  custards,  creams, 
jelly,  and  a  man  to  wait,  hired  from  the 
tavern  at  the  comer  of  the  hill.  It  had  not 
occurred  to  them  to  provide  themselves  with 
champagne  glasses,  so  they  managed  as 
well  as  they  could  with  the  common  ones— > 
all  but  Titmouse,  who,  with  a  sort  of  fashion- 
able recklessness,  to  show  how  little  he 
thought  of  it|  powT^di  oaV  V\&  tStAXK^^T^A 
into  nis  tamb\ei« w\d!dL\iA  two^Qua^  t&«^ 
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And  drank  it  ofTat  a  dnofflil^  ICr.  Tagrag  try- 
ing to  disguise  the  inwaid  spasm  it  occasion- 
ed him,  by  a  grievous  smile.  He  and  Mrs. 
Tagrag  exchanged  anxious  looks ;  the  whole 
III  their  sole  boltle  of  champagne  was  gone 
already— «lmost  as  soon  as  it  had  been 
q>ened!  « 

**I  always  drink  champiupse  out  of  a 
tombler;  I  do«-'p<»  my  lite,**  said  Tit- 
mouse carelessly ;  **  it's  a  devilish  deal  move 
pleasant" 

"  Ye-e-6 — of  course  it  is,  sir,"  said  Mr. 
Tagrag,  rather  faintly.  Shortly  afterwards, 
Titmouse  offered  to  take  a  glass  of  cham- 
pagne with  Miss  Tasrag: — Her  father's 
face  flushed ;  and  at  length,  with  a  bold 
effort,  ♦*  Why,  Mr.  Titmouse,"  said  he,  try- 
ing desperately  to  look  unconcerned — ^  the 
—the  tact  is,  I  never  keep  more  than  a 
dozen  or  so  in  my  cellar — and  most  unfortu- 
nately I  found  this  afternoon  that  six  bottles 
had--burst-*I  assure  you." 

^'  'Pon  my  soul,  sorry  to  hear  it,"  quoth 
Titmouse,  **must  send  you  a  dozen  of  my 
own— I  always  keep  about  fifty  or  a  hundred 
dozen.    Oh,  I'll  t*end  you  half-a-dozen !" 

Tagrag  scarcely  knew,  for  a  moment, 
whether  he  felt  pleased  or  mortified  at  this 
stroke  of  delicate  grenerosity.  Thus  it  was 
that  Titmouse  evinced  a  disposition  to 
shower  marks  of  his  favour  and  attachment 
upon  the  Ta^rags,  in  obedience  to  the  in- 
junctions ot  Gammon,  who  assnred  him 
that  it  was  of  very  great  importance  for  him 
to  secure  the  good  graces  oi  Mr.  Tagrag. 

So  Mr.  Titmouse  now  drove  up  to  Satin 
Lodge  in  his  cab,  and  then  rode  thither,  fol- 
lowed by  bis  stylish  groom ;  and  on  one  oc- 
casion, artful  little  scamp!  happening  to 
find  no  one  at  home  but  Miss  Tagrag,  he 
nevertheless  aliffhted,  and  stayed  for  nearly 
ten  minutes,  behaving  precisely  in  tho 
manner  of  an  accepted  suitor,  aware  that  he 
might  do  so  with  impunity,  since  there  was 
no  witness  present;  a  litUe  matter  which 
had  been  sug^ted  to  him  by  Mr.  Gammon. 
Poor  Miss  Tagrag's  cheek  he  kissed  with 
every  appearance  of  ardour,  protesting  that 
she  was  a  monstrous  lovely  creature ;  and 
he  left  her  in  a  state  of  delighted  excitement, 
imagining  herself  the  fat^  mistress  of  ten 
thousand  a  year,  and  the  blooming^ bride  of 
tlie  gay  and  fashionable  Mr.  Titmouse^- 
When  her  excellent  parents  heard  of  what 
had  that  day  occurred  between  Mr.  Titmouse 
and  their  daughter,  they  also  looked  upon 
the  thing  as  quite  settled.  In  the  mean 
while,  the  stream  of  prosperity  flowed  steadi* 
ly  in  upon  Mr.  Tagrag^  his  shop  continuing 
crowded ;  his  shopmen  doubleo  in  number ; 
*-in  fact,  he  at  length  actaai\y  TQC(iVi«^>\xi- 
u  aad  of  giving  pay  meat,  foi  auoVvn^^oioxi^ 


men  to  serve  a  short  time  in  so  eeldhvsl^ 
an  establishment,  in  order  that  they  vijf^ 
learn  the  first-rate  style  of  doing  busiBflpL 
and  when  established  on  their  own  acco^ 
write  up  over  their  doors— ^  Peter  Ti^ 
laU/rom  Tagrag  §-  Cb.y  Oaford  Sererf." 

Determine  to  make  hay  while  the  m 
shone,  he  resorted  to  several  little  devim 
for  thftt  purpose,  such  as  a  shirt  front  with 
frills  in  the  shape  of  a  oapital  ^  T,"  as^ 
of  which,  under  the  name  of  ^T^tSa,**  k 
sold  immense  numbers  anaongat  the  infem 
swells  of  London.    At  Ieii^[th  it  oocemi 
to  Gammon  to  snegest  to  Titmouse  a  mok 
of  conferrii\guponhis  old  friend  aiid  muto 
a  mark  of  permanent,  pnblic,  and  subfitat* 
tial  distinction;  and  this  was,  the  obtai]UB{ 
for  him,  throu|^  the  Earl  of  Dieddlingtoi, 
an  appointment  as  one  of  tiie  royal  tra^ 
m£n->namely,  draper  and  hosier  to  the  kiif 
When  Mr.  Tagrag's  disinterested  and  iai»> 
fatigable  benefactor,  <xammon,  called  om 
day  in  Oxford  Street,  and,  catling  him  fbrt 
moment  out  of  the  bustle  of  his  crowid 
shop,  mentioned  the  honour  which  Mr.  "ni* 
mouse  was  bent  upon  doing  his  utmost,  if 
Mr.  Gammon's  instance,  to  procure  for  it 
Tagrag,  that  respectable  person  was  quite itt 
loss  for  terms  in  which  adequately  to  expiw 
his  gratitude.    Titmouse  readily  coosesirf 
to  name  the  thing  to  the  great  man,  asd  mp 
it  in  the  best  waj  he  could ;  and  be  m* 
form^  his  promise.    The  earl  listeoMa 
his  application  with  an    air    of  mvnth 
'*  SnT,**  said  he,  «*  the  world  is  wcqtmA 
with  my  reluctance  to  ask  faroure  of  dMS 
in  office.    When  I  was  in  office  mjst^i 
felt  the  incohvenienoe  of  such  applieata 
abundantly.    Besides^  the  appointmeot  jii 
have  named,  happens  to  be  one  of  cobs^  I  f" 
rable  importance,  aiy!  requiring  gredt  ii*  " "" 
flnence  to  procure  it.     Consider,  sirt  ^ 
immense  number  of  tradesmen  tbeis  tni 
every  description,  of  whom  drapers  tai 
hosiera  (according  to  the  last  retana^M 
before  nariiament  at  ^e  instance  of  wf 
friend,  Lord  Goose)  are  by  far  the  mort*- 
inerous.    ^  of  them  are  natuiaUy  a^ 
tious  of  so  high  a  distinction :  jd^  ^ 
observe,  that  there  is  only  one  king  vd  nf 
royal  family  to  serve.    My  lord  chaa*^ 
lam  is,  I  have  no  doubt,  harassed  hjtfl^ 
cants  for  such  honoura  as  yoa  ianw» 
tioned.'*  ■  *-  - 

Hereat  Titmouse  |:ot  startled  tiiheatt'tj^  ^ 

pected  magnitude  or  the  favour  ^^flT^^^ery 

plied  for;  and,  declaring  that  '••JK'?/^^ 
care  a  curse  for  Tagrag,  begged  to wtt*»|  ^^S[q^ 

his   application.     But  the  ««^J*  Ik!**^ 

mighty  fine  air,  interrupted  him-'**')*  I  ^,  i^ 

\axaitfit  in  the  least  presnmiitf  "P"  J|v   •dijj 
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'Amte  did  influence  I  may  kappen-— in 
ort,  air,  I  will  make  it  my  buaineaa  to  aee 
f  Lord  Ko-Too  this  very  day,  and  sound 
tn  upon  the  subject.** 
The  same  day  an  intenriew  took  place 
tween  the  tiyo  distiiMfuished  noblemen, 
jrd  Dreddlington  and  Lord  Ko-too.  Each 
proached  the  other  upon  stilts.  After  a  dis- 
\j  of  the  most  delicate  tact  on  the  part  of 
>rd  Dreddlington,  Lord  K»4oo,  who  made 
mighty  piece  of  work  of  it,  promised  to 
Qsider  ox  the  application.  * 

Within  a  day  or  two  afbrwards  Mr. 
igrag  received  a  letter  from  the  loni 
amberlain*8  office,  notifying  that  his  Ma- 
lty had  been  graciously  pleased  to  ap- 
int  him  draper  and  hosier  to  his  Majesty ! 
oecasioned  nim  similar  feelings  of  tumult* 
us  pride  and  pleasure  to  that  with  which 
3  Earl  of  Dreddlington  would  haye  receiyed 
Ings  of  his  loDff-coyeted  marquisaie  hav- 
f  been  conferred  upon  him.  He  started 
,  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afler  the  re- 
Ipt  of  the  letter,'  to  a  earyer  and  gilder  a 
r  doors  off,  and  gaye  orders  for  the  imme- 
ite  preparation  (?  a  firsVrate  cast,  gilded, 
Ibe  royal  arms ;  which,  in  about  a  week's 
ie,  might  be  seen*,  a  truly  resplendent 
ject,  dazzlingly  conspicuous  oyer  the  cen- 
1  door  of  Mr.  Taffrag's  establishment,  in- 
ning awe  into  the  minds  of  passers-by, 
1  enyy  into  Mr.  Tagrag*s  neighbours  and 
als.  He  immediately  sent  off  letters  of 
ititnd»  to  Mr.  Titmoase,  and  to  ^  the 
g^t  Honourable,  the  Most  Noble  the 
xi  of  Dreddlington  ;*'  to  the  latter  person- 
am at  the  same  time,  forwarding  a  most 
lendid  crimson  satin  flowered  dressinff- 
im,  as  '*  an  humble  token  of  his  gratitude 
'  his  lordship's  mark  of  condescension.^' 
Both  the  letter  and  the  dressing-gown 
te  great  satisfkction  to  the  earl's  valet, 
Imn  whom  they  never  got  any  further,) 
kd  who,  having  tried  on  the  dressing- 
»wn,  forthwith  sate  down  and  wrote  a  fine 
ply,  in  his  lordship's  name,  to  the  note 
iiich  had  accompanied  it,  taking  an  oppor- 
Uttty  to  satisfy  his  conscience,  by  stating 
ithe  earl  the  next 'morning  that  a  Mr.  Tag- 
il^ had  **ealled*y  to. express  his  humble 
kanks  for  his  lordship's  goodness.  He 
^t  moreover,  so  well  satisfied  with  this 
|>eeimen  of  Mr.  Tagrag's  articles,  that  he 
vthwith  opened  an  account  with  him,  and 
mt  a  very  liberal  order  to  start  witli.  The 
une  thing  ooeunred  with  several  of  the 
tbordioate  functionaries  at  the  palace ;  and 
•to  let  my  reader,  a  little  prematurely 
»wever,  into  a  seeret— this  was  the  extent 
^^  additional  custom  which  Mr.  Tag^- 
r  *  ^pointment  secured  him ;  and,  even 
'  <*tese  supplies,  II  never  heard  of  his  get- 


ting paid.    But  it  did  wonders  with  him  it 
the  estimatian  of  the  world.    'Twas  evideac 
that  he  was  in  a  fair  way  of  becoming  the 
head  liouse  in  the  trade.    His  appointment 
caused  no  little  ferment  in  that  nook  of  the 
city  with  which  he  was  connected.    The 
worshipful  Company  of  Squirtraakers  elect- 
ed him  a  member ;  and  on  a  vacancy  sud- 
denly occurring  in  the  ward  to  which  he 
belonged,  he  was  made  a  common  council* 
man.     Mr.  Tagrag[  soon  made  a  great,  stir 
as  a  champion  of  civiKand  relioious  liberty. 
As  fbr  church  and  county  rat£,  in  particu- 
Itf,  he  demonstrated  the  gross  injustice  of 
callinff  upon  on^ho  had  no  personal  occa- 
sion for  the  use  pf  a^hurch,  of  a  county 
bridge,  a  county  jail,  or  a  lunatic  asylum, 
to  be  called  upon  to  Contribute  to  the  sup* 
port  of  them.    A  few  sprites  in  this  stram 
attracted  so  much  attention  to  him,  thai 
several  leading  men  in  the^  ward  (a  very 
Miberal"  one)  intimated  {^  him  that  hd 
stood  the  best  chance  of  succeeding  to  the 
honour  of  alderman  on  the  liC^t  vacancy ; 
and  when  he  and  Mrs.  Tagrl(g  >vere  alone 
together,  he  would  start  the  sublet  of  the 
expenses  of  the  mayoralty  wim^no  little 
anxiety.     He  went  to  the  chapefj^o  longer 
OB  foot,  but  in  a  stylish  sort  of  co^red  efig, 
with  a  kind    of  coal-scuttle-shape^    box 
screwed  on  behind,  into  which  was  squeezed 
his  footboy,  (who,  by  the  way,  had  aihin 
stripe  of  crimson  let  into  each  leg  of  his 
trousers,  on  Mr.  Tagrag's  appointment  to 
an  office  under  the  crown ;)  he  was  also  a 
trifle  later  in  arriving  at  the  chapel  than  he 
had  been  accustomed  to  be.     He  had  a 
crimson  velvet  cushion  running  along  the 
front  of  his  pew,  and  the  bibles  and  hymn- 
bo<^  very  smartly  gilded.     He  was  pre- 
sently advanced  to  the  honoured  post  of  Chief 
Deacon ;  and  on  one  occasion,  in  the  unex- 
pected absence  of  the  central  luminary  of 
the  system,  was  asked  to  occupy  the  chair 
at  a  **  great  meeting"  for  the  Frevention  of 
Civil  and  Jieligious  Discord;  when  he  took 
the  opportunity  of  declaring  his  opinion, 
which  was  enthusiastically  cheered,  that  the 
principles  of  free  trade  ought  to  be  applied 
to  religion ;  and  that  the  voluntary  system 
was  that  which  was  designed  by  God,  to 
secure  the  free  blessings  of  com  petition. 
As  for  Satin  Lodge,  he  stuck  two  little  * 
wines  to  it;  and  haid  one  of  the  portraits  of 
Tittlebat  Titmouse  (as  Tippetiwink)  hung 
over  his  drawing-room  mantelpiece,  splen- 
didly framed  and  glazed. 

Some  little  time  afler  Tagra^  had  ob- 
tained the  royal  appointment  which  I  haw 
been  so  particular  m  recording.  Gammon, 
happemne  to  be  passinsVvva  %&^^^%\fis^^^n\. 
in,  and  ob%emii4  ^t.  T^kigca^^^f^rj  ^w^v 
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ally  gfreeted  him;  and  then,  as  if  it  had 
been  a  thought  of  the  moment  only,  without 
taking  him  m>ra  the  shop,  intimated  that  he 
had  been  westward  engaged  in  completing 
the  formal  details  of  a  re-arrangement  of  the 
greater  portion  of  Mr.  Titmouse's  estates, 
ilpon  which  that  gentleman  had  recently 
detertnined,  and  the  sight  of  Mr.  Tagrag's 
establishment  had  suggested  to  Mr.  Gram- 
mon,  that  possibly  Mr.  Tagra^  would  feel 
gratified  at  being  made  a  formal  party  to  the 
transaction ;  as  Mr.  Gammon  was  sure  that 
Mr.  Titmouse  would  feel  delighted  at  hay- 
ing associated  with  the  Earl  of  Dreddling- 
ton,  and  one  or  two  other  persons  of  distinc- 
tion, in  the  meditated  arrangement,  the 
name  of  so  early  and  sincere  a  mend  as  Mr. 
Tagrag;  "  one  who,  moreover"— here  Gam- 
mon paused,  and  gave  a  smile  of  inexpres- 
sible significance,  **  but  it  was  not  for  Arm 
to  hint  his  suspicions*'— 

•*Sir — ^I — l-^will  you  come  into  my 
room  t"  interrupted  Tagrag,  rather  eagerly, 
anxious  to  haTe  a  more  definite  indication 
of  Mr.  Gammon's  opinion ;  but  that  gentle- 
man, looking  at  his  watch,  pleaded  want  of 
time,  and  suddenly  shaking  Mr.  Tagrag  by 
.  the  hand,  moved  towards  the  door. 

**  You  were  talking  of  signing,  sir — ^Is  it 
with  you  %  I'll  sign  any  thing ! — any  thing 
for  Mr.  Titmouse ;  only  too  proud — it's  an 
honour  to  be  in  any  way  connected  with 
him !"  Gammon,  on  hearing  this,  felt  in 
his  pockets,  as  if  he  supposed  that  he  should 
And  there  what  he  perfectly  well  knew  had 
been  lying  ready,  cut  and  dried,  in  his  safe 
at  Saffron  Hill  for  months. 

**  I  find  I  haven't  got  the  little  document 
with  me,"  said  he  carelessly  \  **  I  suppose 
it's  lying  about  with  other  loose  papers  at 
the  office,  or  I  may  have  left  it  at  the 
earl's" — if  Gammon  meant  here  to  allude 
to  the  Earl  of  Dreddlington,  I  think  it  only 
fair  to  say,  that  he  had  never  been,  for  one 
instant  in  his  life,  in  that  great  man's  pre- 
sence. 

"  I'll  tell  you  what,  Mr.  Grammon,"  said 
Tafrrag,  considering — "Your  office  is  at 
Saffron  Hilll  Well,  I  shall  be  passing 
your  way  to-morrow,  about  noon,  and  will 
look  in  and  do  all  you  wish." 
>^**  Could  you  arrange  to  meet  the  earl 
there! — or,  as  his  lordship's  movements 
are— ah,  ha ! — not  very — " 

•'  Should  be  most  proud  to  meet  his  lord- 
ship, sir,  to  express  my  personal  grati- 
tude"— 

"  Oh,  the  earl  never  likes  to  be  reminded, 
Mr.  Tagrag,  of  any  little  courtesy  or  kind- 
ne»9  he  may  have  conferred !     But  if  you 
will  be  with  us  about  twelve,  we  cwti  n»«\V 
a  littJe  while:  and  if  his  \ord«Y\\v  f\iotLU\Mwirf^— ^^\^  «««Xft  x«ifi(«^  va.  tbs  tm 


net  be  ponotual,  we  mast  e^en  kt  yon  «|i 
first,  ah,  ha!— ^sjod  explain  it  to  his  lordAip 
on  his  arrival,  for  I  loaow  your  time's  toj 
precious,  Mr.  Tagrag!  Gradoos!  Ml 
Tagrag,  what  a  constant  stream  of  costonea 
you  have !— I  heard  it  said,  the  other  daj, 
that  you  were  rapidly  absorbing  all  it 
leadmg  bnsiness  in  your  line  in  OxU 
street.*' 

*•  You're  very  polite,  Mr.  Gammon !  C» 
tainly  I've  no  reason  to  complain.  I  alwin 
(eep  the  best  of  every,  thing,  and  sell  at  m 
lowest  prices,  and  spare  no  pains  to  plesae; 
and  it's  hard  if  "— 

**  How  do  you  dot"  qooth  Gammon,  aod 
denly  starting,  and  bowing  to  some  one«i 
the  other  side  of  the  way,  whom  he  did  «l 
see.  «'Well,  good-day,  Mr.  Tagrtft- 
good-day!  To-morrow,  at  twelve,  by  ik 
way  1" 

**  I'm  youTB  to  command,  Mr.  Gammoa,* 
replied  Tagrag :  and  so  they  parted.  Jort 
about  twelve  o'clock  the  next  day,  the  lai* 
ter,  in  a  great  bustle,  saying  he  had  66j 
place  to  call  at  in  the  city,  made  his  appen- 
ance  at  Saffron  Hill. 

*«His  lordship  mVt  here,  I  sappose? 
quoth  he,  after  shaking  hands  with  Mt 
Qnirk  and  Mr.*  Gammon.  The  latter  geatl*' 
man  pulled  out  his  watch,  and,  shmpm 
his  snonldera,  said  with  a  smile,  ^No- 
we'll  give  him  half-4in-hoQr'a  grace." 

*'  Half-an-honr,  my  dear  sir !"  exclainij 
T^rag,  <«  I  couldn't  stay  so  long  if  tbo 
were  half^a-doxen  lords  coming.  I  ub  i 
man  of  business,  he  isn't :  first  come  fint 
served,  you  know,  ehl  All  fair  thii?* 
There  were  a  good  many  recently  engrosiei 
parchments  sm  writings  scattered  orer  tin 
table,  and  from  among  3iem  Grammon,  afte 
tossing  them  about  for  some  time,  at  lesftb 
drew  out  a  sheet  of  foolscap.  It  w« 
stamped,  and  there  was  writing  upon  tkf 
first  and  second  pages. 

**Now,  |rentlemen,  quick's  the  wori— 
time's  precious!"  said  Tagrag,  taking  apt 
pen,  and  dipping  it  into  the  inkstand.  Gaa- 
mon,  with  an  unconcerned  air,  placed  befon 
him  the  document  he  had  been  looking  for. 
**  Ah,  how  well  I  know  the  signature!  Tbit 
flourish  of  his — a  sort  of  boldness  aboatiti 
a'n't  there  t"  said  Tagrag,  observh^  tkf 
signature  of  Titmouse  immediately  tbofi 
the  spot  on  which  he  was  going  to  place  Us 
own ;  there  being  written  m  pencil,  xxadeh 
neath,  the  word  **  Dreddlington,"  evidendy 
for  the  intended  signatore  of  the  earl.  **Ti 
between  two  good  ones  at  any  rate,  eh!* 
said  l^grag.  Gammon  or  Quirk  md 
something  about  a  **  tpm>  to  attend  the  is 
V^ivXnxMCfir — «*  trustee    of  an   ontstuidiiV 


\^ 


_\ 


TXN*TH0n8Alli>  A  TEAR. 


805 


99 


*ioQ  graat  power  to  be  put  in  the 
hands  of  tfiiy  but  thoee  of  the  highest 
honour.** 

**  Stay!'*  quoth  Gammon,  linging  his  little 
hand  bell— i^*  nothing  like  reffuSirity,  even  in 
trifles.**  He  was  answeiea  by  one  of  the 
elerkSy  a  rery  dasbing  penon— ^*  We  oidy 
wish  you  to  witness  a  signoature,**  said  Gram- 
mon.  ^  Now  we  shall  release  you,  Bfr.  Tsg^ 
ngy  in  a  moment.  Say,  *  I  deliver  this  as 
my  act  and  deed*— putting  your  finger  on 
the  little  wafer  there." 

So  said  and  so  aid  Mr.  Tagiag  as  he  had 
been  directed,  the  clerk  wrote  hia  name 
under  the  witnessing  clause,  **  Abominable 
Amminadab  ;*'  and  Awn  that  moment  Mr. 
TVgrag  had  uncoiipciously  acquired  an  in- 
terest in  the  future  stability  oY  Mr.  Tit^ 
fnouse*s  fortunes,  to  tiisf  extent  of  some 

TWKHTT  TROOSAND  FOVftDS. 

**  Now  J  gentlemen,  joull  msb)  my  com* 

rlhnents  to  his  lordship,  and  if  he  asks  how 
came  to  sum  before  him,  explain  the  huny 
I  was  in.  Time  and  tide  wait  for  no  man. 
Good  morning,  gentlemen;  ffood  morning; 
beet  regards  to  our  friend,  Mr..  Titmouse.** 
Gammon  attended  him  to  ^  door,  cordially 
shaking  him  by  the  hand,  and  presently  re- 
tamed  to  the  room  he  had  Just  quitted, 
where  he  found  Mr.  Quirk  holding  in  his 
hand  the  document  just  signed  by  Tagrag;. 
srhidi  was,  in  faet,  a  joint  and  ssTeral  uoim, 
Doyiditioned  in  a  penalty  of  for^  tiiousand 
pc>aiids,*for  the  due  repayment,  by  Titmouse, 
of  twenty  thousand  pounds  and  interest, 
■bout  to  be  advaneea  to  him  on  morteage 
of  a  portion  of  ^  Yatton  property.  (Sun- 
mon  sitting  down,  gently  took  the  instru- 
ment  from  Mr.  Quirk,  amd  with  a  bit  of 
India-rubber  calmly  efiaced  tiie  pencilled 
fligpoature  df  Dreddlington. 

**  You*re  a  da  clever  fellow.  Gam- 
mon!** exclaimed  Mr.  Quirk,  presently, 
Yniti  a  sort  of  sigh.  Gammon  made  no 
veply.  His  face  was  slightly  pale,  and  wore 
an  anxious  expreesion.  ^  It  will  do  now^** 
eontinued  Mr.  Quirk,  rubbinj^  his  hands,  ^jpd 
with  a  gleeful  expression  ofoountenaace. 

**  That  remaim  to  be  seen,**  replied  Gam- 
mon, in  a  low  tone. 

**Eh^  What!  Does  any  Uiing  occur— 
sh  t     By  Jove,  no  screw  loose,  I  hope  !** 

**  No---but  we're  in  very  deep  water  now, 
Mr.  Quirk**— 

**  Well— derU  only  cSirBS,  so  long  as  you 
leep  a  sharp  look-out.  Gammon.  1*11  trust 
ilebelmtoyou.*** 

As  Gammon  did  not  seem  in  a  talkatiTe 
^ood,  Quirk  shortly  afterwards  left  him. 

ffcfWf  though  lllu>.  Tagrag  is  no^i(ouiite 
>f  mine,  1  hma  to  feel  a  ffoiod  deal  of  anx- 
iety ctt  hj#  !^eLeI£    I  wmhbe  bad  not  been 
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in  so  fut  a  **  hnnr,**  in  a  matter  whidi  re- 
quired such  grsTc  aeliberation,  as  ^*  signin^t 
sealing,  and  de^TBring  "  When  a  man  is 
called  on  4o  go  through  so  serious  a  oer^ 
mony,  it  would  be  weU  if  he  could  be  ap- 
prised of  te  significance  of  the  formica— **i 
deUter iki$ a» my aei and deedJ^  Thushath 
expressed  himself,  upon  this  point,  a  great 
authority  in  the  law,  old  Master  Plowden. 
*Tis  a  pastf^^  somewhat  quaint  in  form,  but 
not  the  less  forcible  and  unportant  in  sub^ 


**  Words  sre  oft  noien  unadTisedly,  and 
pass  from  men  ligfauy  and  inconsideratel][ : 
out,  when  the  agreement  is  by  deed^  there  is 
more  time  for  deliberation;  for  when  a  man 
passes  a  thing  by  deed,  first,  there  is  the  de- 
terminatioQ  of  the  mind  to  do  it,  and  upon 
that  he  causes-it  to  be  written^  which  is  one 
part  of  deliberation;  and,  afterwards,  he 
putekieeealioitiWidch  is  another  part  of 
deliberation;  and,  lastly,  he  deUoere  the 
wriimg  a»  hie  deedf  which  is  the  consumma- 
tion ofhis  resolution.  So'  that  there  is  great 
delibefation  used  in  the  making  of  deeds,  for 
which  reason  they  are  receiTcd  as  a  Hen. 
finsl  to  the  party,  and  are  adjudged  to  bind 
J&iB  party,  without  examining  upon  what 
cause  or  oonsidMation  they  were  made.*'* 

Possibly  some  one  now  readiuf^  these 
pages  ham  had  most  dismal  experience  in 
ihe  matter  aboye-mentioned ;  and  I  hope 
that  such  dismsl  experience,  a  due  reflection 
will  avert  from  many  a  reader.  As  for  Tag- 
rag,  it  may  turn  out  that  our  fears  for  him 
are  groundless :  nerertheless,  one  hates  to  eee 
men  do  imfortaed  (hinge  in  a  hurry  f  snd, 
as  we  shall  not  see  him  again  for  some  time, 
there  can  be  no  harm  in  wishing  him  well 
out  of  what  he  has  dons. 


*•  If  *tw«re  iew*  wben  *tii 
Tkem  twen  w«U  *twtre  doat  fnkUy"--     ^ 

and  not  otherwise. 

The  London  season  was  now  adTancing 
towards  its  close.  Fine  ladies  were  getting 
sated  and  exhausted  with  operas,  concerts, 
balls,  routs,  soireee,  assemblies,  basaars, 
ffites,  and  the  Park.  Their  lords  were  get- 
ting tired  of  theb  clubs  during  the  day,  and 
hurried  dinners,  late  hours,  foul  air,  long 
speeches,  at  the  two  Houses ;  where,  how* 
erer  thay  might  doze  away  the  time^  they 
could  seldom  get  the  luxury  of  a  downright 
nap  fixr  more  than  an  hour  or  two  togetheF— 
always  waking,  and  fancying  themMlyee  in 
te  tower  of  Babel,  and  that  it  was  on  firs, 
so  stiange  and  startling  were  the  ligjbLta  ac4. 
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the  liubbnb !  The  Tery  whippen-in  w«e 
looking  jaded  and  done— like  a  Smillifield 
drorer's  dog.  on  a  Monday  nifflit,  thai  at 
liengUi  can  neither  bark  nor  bite  in  Tetuin 
for  a  kick  or  a  blow ;  and,  hoane  and 


Tied,  falls  aaleep  on  his  way  home— a  regular 
somnambulist.  Where  the  Barl  of  Dred- 
dlmgton  and  Lady  Cedlia  were  to  nam  their 
autumn,  was  a  question  whieh  they  weie 
beginning  to  discuss  rather  annoaaly.  Any 
one  fflancinff  orer  their  fUmriehing  HsI  of 
residences  m  England,  Scotland,  Wales, 
end  Ireland,  whicn  were  paraded  in  the 
Pelrages  and  Court  Guides,  wovH  haye 
supposed  that  they  had  an  ample  ehoiee  be- 
fore them ;  but  the  reader  or  ihi»  history 
knows  better.  The  mortifying  ezyteiation 
— mortifying  to  the  poor  eail---hating  been 
once  given  by  me,  I  shall  nol  min  do  so. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  Poppleton  Hall,  Hert- 
fordshire, had  Its  disadyantaffes ;  there  they 
must  keep  up  a  full  establisnment,  and  r^ 
ceive  county  company  and  other  yisilerB— ^ 
owing,  as  they  did,  much  hospitality.  "Twas 
expensive  work,  also,  at  the  watering- 
places,  and  eipensive  and  also  troublesome 
to  ffo  abroad  at  the  earths  adyaneed  period 
of  life.  Pensiyely  ruminating  en  these 
matters  one  evening,  tiiey  were  interropted 
by  a  servant  bringing  in  a  iioto»  whidi, 
proved  to  be  from  litmouse-^nviting  them, 
m  terms  of  profoand  courtesy  and  great  cor- 
diality, to  honour  Yatton,  by  making  a  stay 
there  durin?  as  great  a  portion  of  the  autumn 
«s  they  could  not  better  occupy.  Mr.  Tit- 
monser  franldy  added,  that  he  oould  not 
avoid  acknowledging  some  little  degree  of 
selfishness  in  giving  9ie  invitatioD— nnmely , 
in  expressing  a  hope  that  tiie  eerl*s  presence 
would  afford  him,  if  so  disposed,  an  oppor- 
tunity of  introducing  him — ^Titmoose*-4o 
any  of  the  leading  members  of  the  eooaty 
who  mi^ht  be  honotired  by  the  earl's  ac- 
quaintance ;  that,  aitoatsd  as  Titmouse  was, 
he  felt  an.  increasing  anxie^  on  that  point. 
-  He  added,  that  he  trustea  the  Ean  and 
Lady  Cecilia  would  consider  Yatton,  while 
thej  were  there,  as  in  all  respects  their  own 
residence,  and  that  he.  Titmouse,  would 
spare  no  exertion  to  render  their  stay  as 
aneeable  as  possible.  The  humble  appeal 
*of  Titmouse  prevailed  with  his  ^reat  lans- 
man,  who,  on  the  next  day,  s^nt  him  a  letter, 
saying  that  his  lordship  roily  recognised  the 
claims  which  Mr.  Titmouse  had  upon  1dm  as 
'  the  head  of  the  family,  and  that  his  lordship 
should  feel  very  glad  in  availinfif  hiitfself  of 
the  opportum^  whi^h  offered  itself  of 
placing  Mr,  Titmouse  on  a  proper  footing 

of  iDtCTCOUTSe  with  the  people  of  1^  QQKQYiVi  %  >  ^mn  qi  um  oio^  louigv   uuft 

Tbmij  hr  thm  frarpcMi  hia  lo^aVa^  iABuvA^Y^\&Tifrn^^^  v^Sa^all  his 
ieelfoe  any  invitatioiiB  they  udi^t  i«iMm\iKriiB)A\sk^^^(UKf^fi5A  <& 


to  pass  their  aotugm  eUe  wtow,  lie.  fcc  kiu 
In  plain  English,  they  jumped  at  the  lafilip 
tion.  It  had  emanated  originaDy  from  GaM- 
mon,  who,  from  motiyea  of  bis  own,  hsd 
ioggeoted   it  to  Titmouse,  bade  him  art 
upon  it,  and  drew  up  the  letter  eooveymgii. 
I  say,  from  motiyes  of  liie  own,  Gasraiaa 
was   bent  upon  becomtngr  personally  aD> 
quatnted  with  the  earl,  and  fixtnff  himself 
if  possible,  thoroughly  in  his  lordraip*s  cos- 
fidenee.  He  had  contrived  to  asccortain  froa 
Titmouse,  without  that  gentleaiaB's  being, 
however,  aware  of  it,  that  the  few  oocasicsi 
on  which  his  (Oammon'e)  name  had  \tem 
mentioned  by  the  earl,  it  had  been  aecoB- 
panied  by  slighting  expreBfliane-— by  indict- 
tions  of  dislike  and  susmeioD.  Give  him,  bow* 
■ever,  thought  he,  but  toe  opportunity,  and  Iw 
ooold  very  soon  chanse  the  nmturs  of  Ai 
earPs  feelings  towards  hina.  As  soon,  theia- 
fove^  as  the  earrs  aceeptanoe  of  the  intiii- 
tioD  had  been  eommunicaied  to  GamB«i 
he  resohred  to  be  one  of  the  guests  at  Yti- 
ton  during  the  time  of  the  earl's  stay-« 
step,  into  the  propriety  of  which  he  esiilj 
brought  Mr,  Quinc  to  eater,  but  whieh  W 
did  not,  for  tiie  present,  communieati  e 
Titmouse,  lest  he  should,  by  prematsniy 
disclosing  it  to  the  earl,  raise  any  obstaek 
arising  out  of  an  objection  on  die  part  of  ki 
lordship,  who,  if  he  but  Ibnnd  GamBoaa^ 
tnally  tkere^  must  submit  .to  the  kuOkfim 
with  what  mce  he  mi^U     In  due  times 
was  notified  on  the  part  of  the  earl,  by  hi 
man  of  bosiBess,  to  Mr.  Titmouse,  (who  N 
gone  down  to  Yatton,)  through  J^wu^ 
SoMaess,  that  the  earl,  and  a  foraiiW 
portion  of  his  establishment,  would  mb 
their  appearance  at  Yatton  by  a  named  ^ 
The  ean  had  diosen  to  extend  theisvitate 
to  Miss  Macsplenchan,  and  alsor  to  as  lanf 
attendants  as  he  thought  fit  to  take  wi^ 
him,  instead  of  lettiB|[  diem  consnine  tkir 
boaid<^wagee  in  entire  idleness  in  towaortf 
Poppleton.  Heayens!  what  aooomsMdatis 
was  required,  for  the  earl,  for  the  Lad?  O 
cilia,  each  of  their   peraonal   stteadaig 
Miss    Macsplenchan,  and   &w  aenrv*- 
Then  there  were  two  other  guests  hM. 
in  order  to  form  company  and  amonn^ 
for  the  eaii— the  Marquis  Ganta-Jasafli  ^ 
MiUefleurs  and  a  Mr.  Tuft     Aoeanaidb' 
tion  must  be  had  for  these ;  and  toseeavsiti 
BIr.  Titmouse  and  Mr.  Gammon  wen  i^ 
to  almost  the  extremities  of  the  hone^  Ffltf 
servants,  in  a  sort  of 
ceded  the  arrival  of  thtf  eail\nd 
cilia  by  a  day  or  two,  in  order  to 
every  thiuff;*'  and,  somdiow  er  tt*^!    ^^ 
one  of  tiie  first  ^'ings  that  was  daev* 


a^fc.'Ciimp^i^ 


TEN  THOUSAND  A  YEAR. 


907 


fBntt,  Trbo,  It  was  suggested,  should  en- 
iToor  to  make  themselyes  as  oomfortable 
they  could  in  some  little  unfhrnished 
ms  OTOT  the  stables! 
^d,  in  a  word,  before  Mr.  "Htmouse's 
ind  guests  had  been*at  the  hall  four-^and- 
enty  hours,  there  was  established*  there 
I  same  freezing  state  and  solemn  cere- 
my  which  prerailed  in  the  cbiVb  own 
cablishroeiit.  Down  came  at  length, 
mdering  through  the  yillafi^e,  the  earrs 
sty  trarelUng-carriaffe  and  rour;  himself, 
idy  Cecilia,  and  Miss  Macspleuchan, 
thin,  his  valet  and  Lady  Cecilia's  maid 
bind :  presently  it  wound  round  the  park 


id,  crashing  and  flashing   through  the  ~C0htempt  they  have  not  power  or  manliness 


ivel,  and  rattlin?  under  the  old  gateway, 
d  at  length  stood  before  the  hall  door*^ 
3  reekinff  horses  pulled  up  with  a  sudden 
k,  whi^  almost  threw  tnem  upon  ^eir 
nnches.  Mr.  Titmouse  was  in  readiness 
receive  his  distinguished  visiters;  the 
rriage-door  was  opened^iown  went  the 
»ps— 4nd  in  a  few  moments*  time  the 
rad  old  Earl  of  Dreddlington  and  his 
oud  daughter,  having  entered  the  hall, 
d  become  the  guests  of  its  flustered  and 
ibitious  little  proprietor.  While  all  the 
ests  are  occupied  m  their  dressing-rooms, 
covering  themselves  from  the  eramp  and 
igiie  of  a  long  jonraey,  and  are  preparing 
make  their  appearance  at  dinner,  let  me 
ce  the  opportunity  to  give  you  a  sketch  of 
I  only  one  of  the  guests  to  whom  you  are 
present  a  stranger :  I  mean  Mr.  Tun— Mr. 
BifOM  Turr. 

Oft  hath  an  inezperienoed  mushveom- 
nter,  dec^ved  at  a  distance*  run  up  to 
ther  what  seemed  to  be  a  fine  cluster  of 
ishrooms,  growing  under  the  shade  of  a 
itely  tree,  but  which,  on  stooping  down  to 
ther  them,  he  discovers  witn  disappoinl- 
snt  and  disgust  to  be  no  mushrooms  at  all, 
it  vile,  unwholesome*«even  poisonous 
Qguses,  which,  to  prevent  their  similarly 
luding  others,  he  lucks  up  and  crushes 
ider  foot.  And  is  not  this  a  type  of  what 
ten  happens  in  society  t  Under  the  **  oold 
ade  of  aristocracy,*'  how  often  is  to  be 
Bt  with — the  sycophant  t — Mr.  Venom 
ift  was  one  of  them.  His  character  was 
ritten  in  his  face.  Disagreeable  to  look 
— tlvouj^h  he  thought  far  otherwise — ^he 
it  contrived  to  make  himself  pleasant  to  be 
rtened  to,  by  the  languid  kdA  ennuyeed 
shionable.    He  spoke  ever— 


gentleness  about  them  at  all  times,  but  espe- 
cially while  labouring  in  his  vocation.  He 
had  the  art  of  administering  delicate  and  ap 
pronriate  flattery  by  a  look  only,  deferentuil 
and  insinuating^-«8  well  as  by  words.  He 
had  always  at  command  a  copious  store  of 
gossip,  highly  seasoned  with  scandal ;  whieh 
he  collected  and  prepared  with  industry  and 
judgment  Clever  toadies  are  generally 
bitter  ones.  With  sense  enough  to  per- 
ceive, but  not  spirit  enough  to  abandon  tneir 
odious  propensities,  they  are  aware  of  the 
ignominious  spectacle  they  exhibit  before 
the  eyes  of  men  of  the  least  d^p-ee  of  inde- 
pendence and  discernment,  and^ whose  open 


MTItli  baud  tecath  rad  whtopering  humi 


In  a  Umij^g  keVt 

mUeneM. 


•» 


pera(At  WBV  at  once  eflfbminate  and 
i;  his  gi^stare  and  address  were  cring- 
f    ii^nt  wsm aaintoUnble  nfmaoro and 


enengh'  to  resent.  Then  their  smothered 
rage  ^kes  an  inward  turn;  it  tends  to,  ai^d 
centierin  tfie  tongue,  frpm  which  it  falls  in 
drops  of  scaldinff  virus;  and  thus  it  is,  that 
the  functions  oi  sycophant  and  slanderer 
are  so  often  found  united  in  the  same  mise- 
rable individual.  Does  a.  sycophant  fancy 
that  his  patron — if  one  may  use  such  a  term 
-^is  not  aware  of  his  character  and  position  t 
Woidd  that  he  codd  but  hear  himself  spo- 
ken of  by  those  to  whom  he  has  been  eot*  ^ 
toning!  If  he  could  but  for  one  moment 
"  see  tiimself  as  others  see  him'*— surely  he 
would  instantly  wriggle  out  of  the  sight  of 
man !  But  rfr.  Tuft  was  not  an  every-day 
toady.  Beinff  a  clever  man,  it  occurred  to 
him  as  calcuJ&ted  infinitely  to  enhance  the 
value  of  his  attentions,  if  he  could  get  them 
to  be  regarded  as  those  of  a  man  of  some 
ability  and  reputation.  So  reasonable  a 
wish,  as  thus  to  rise  to  eminence  in  the 
calling  in  life  to  which  he  had  devoted  him- 
self—-viz.  toadyism — stimulated  him  to  con 
siderable  exertion,  which  was  in  time  re- 
warded by  a  measure  of  success;  for  he 
began  to  be  looked  on  as  tameihing  of  a 
literary  man.  Then  he  would  spend  his 
mornings  in  reading  up,  in  those  quarters 
whence  he  might  ciul  materials  for  dbplay 
in  society,  at  a  later  p^od  of  the  day,  when 
he  could  watch  his  opportunity,  or,  if  none 
presented  itself,  make  one,  by  diverting  the 
current  of  conversation  into  the  channel  on 
which  was  the  ga^^  and  varied  bordering  of 
his  recent  aequSitions. 

All  his  knowledge  was  of  this  gossipping 
pro  hde  ffiee  character.  He  was  very  skil- 
nil  in  administering  his  flattery.  Did  he 
dine  with  his  sTsce,  or  his  lordship,  whose 
speech  in  the  House  appeared  in  mat  or  the 
preceding  day's  newspapers  t  Mr.  Tuft  got 
it  up  carefully,  and  also  the  speech  in  an- 
swer to  it,  with  a  double  view— to  show 
himself  at  home  in 'the  ^«&ti^TL\  vd&  ^^«ql 
to  diflfet  a  Ut&eivVdi  ^oft  ^g»c%QtVv%\^- 
riiip^  in  ox4«  \o  \>ft  TtwwDflfitJ '"^    ^" 
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them,  and  oonvinced  by  them !  Or  when 
eonyeiBatioii  turned  upon  the  topics  which 
had,  OTenught,  called  up  his  gpnice  or  his 
lordship  onnis  legs,  Mr.  Tuft  would  break 
in  by  obserring  tluit  such  and  such  a  point 
had  Deen  **  put  in  the  Rebate  with  admirable 
point  and  force  by  aomt  one  of  the  speakers 
•—he  did  not  recoUect  whom  ;**  and  on  being 
apprized,  and  receiying  a  courteous  bow 
from  the  great  man  entitled  to  the  unde- 
signed compliment,  look  to  surprised — 
almost,  ihdeed,  piqued!  Carefully,  how- 
eyer,  as  he  managed  matters,  he  was  soon 
found  out  by  mm,  and  compelled  to  betake 
himself,  with  tenfold  ardour,  to  the  women, 
with  whom  he  lasted  a  little  longer,  they 
considered  him  a  great  literary  man ;  for  he 
could  quote  and  criticise  a  ffreat  deal  of 
poetiy ,  and  a  good  many  noyels.  He  could 
show  that  what  eyeiybody  else  admired 
was  full  of  &ults ;  what  all  condenmed  was 
admirable:  so  that  the  fair  creatures  were 
forced  to  distrust  their  own  judgment  in 
proportion  as  they  deferred  to  his.  He 
would  allow  no  one  to  be  entitled  to  the 
praise  of  literary  excellence  except  undiyi- 
duals  of  i^k,  and  one  or  two  men  of  estar 
blished  literary  reputation,  who  had  not 
thought  it  worth  tneir  while  to  repel  his 
obsequious  adyancea,  or  conyenient  not  to 
do  so.  Tlien  he  would  polish  the  poetry  of 
fine  ladies,  touch  up  their  little  tales,  and 
secure  their  insertion  in  fashionable  periodic 
cab*  On  these  accounts,  and  of  his  piquant 
tittle-tattle,  no  soiree  or  conyersazione  was 
complete  without  him,  any  more  than  with- 
out tea,  coffee,  ice,  ojr  lemonade.  All 
toadies  hate  one  another ;  but  his  brethren 
l^oth  hated  and  feared  Mr.  Tuft;  for  he  was 
not  only  so  successful  himself,  but  poft- 
aessed  and  used  such  engines  for  dqpnmng 

Mr.  Tufl  had  hoped  to  succeed  in  being 
popped  in  by  one  ot  his  patrons  for  a  snug 
little  Whig  Dorough,  (for  Tuft  happened  to 
be  a  Whig--though,  for  thiat  matter,  he 
might  haye  been,  more  adyantageously,  a 
Tory ;)  but  the  great  man  got  tirni  of  mm, 
and  turned  him  off,  though  the  ladies  of  the 
family  still  secured  him  access  to  the  dinner 
table.  He  did  not,  howeyer,  make  a  yery 
mteful  return  for  such  good-natured  con- 
aescenaons.^  Ugljrandungamlyashewas, 
ha  yet  imagjined  himself  possessed  of  pep 
sonal  attractions  for  th6  ladies,  and  conyerted 
their  innocent  and  unsuspecting  familiari'^ 
lies,  which  had  emanated  firom  those  confi- 
dent m  t^eir  purity  and  their  greatness,  into 
tokam  of  the  ascendency  he  had  gamed 
erertbem;  and  of  which,  with  eqo^etufiltyt 


eyer,  to  be  soq^ected  and  disci)yend,lfr 
Tuft  yisited  a  good  many  leadinff  boons  is 
town,  and  spent  no  inconsideraSle  portioi 
of  each  autumn  at  some  one  or  other  of  tki 
country  mansions  of  his  patrons— fica 
whose  «« castles,*'  ••halls,^  ^'abbeyi," 
*' priories,**  and  **  seats,"  he  took  gtm 
pnde  in  dating  Iris  letters  to  his  firiendk  1 
must  not  forget  to  mention  that  he  kntt 
book,  yery  gorgeoualy  bound  and  eny* 
lished,  with  silyer-gilt  clasps,  and  besriig 
on  th^  back  the  words— **  Book  of  Aato* 
graphs;*'  but  I  should  haye  written  ii- 
''  Trcmhies  of  Toadyism.**  This  book  cos- 
tained  autograph  notes  of  the  leading  » 
bility,  addressed  fiuniliaxly  to  himself- 
thus :— - 

««The  Duke  of  Walyrorth  presems  \k 
compliments  to  Mr.  Toft,  and  felt  psrtict* 
larly  obliged  by,**  dec. 

"  The  Duchess  of  Diamond  bo|M  Mr 

Tuft  will  n6t  forget  to  bring  with  him  Aii 

f  •  ft  ■  • 

eyemng,"  «c« 


««The  Marqnia  of  M has  te 

to  assuxe  Mr.  Tuft,  that,**  dee. 


*«  Dear  Toft, 

*<  Why  were  you  not  at Hoase  hn 

night  t    We  were  dreadfully  dull  wiihaS 
you !    X—  so  stupid**— 

This  was  from  a  Terj  pretty  and 
able  countess,  wliose  initials  itboie. 


««If  BIr.  Tuft  is  dead.  Lady  Doldttr 
requests  to  be  informed  when  his  foenl 
will  take  place,  as  die,  togetha  with  t  hen 
of  mourners,  intend  to  show  him  a  last  mfc 
of  their  respect.** 

"^DearTuft, 

**The  poodle  you  brought  me  has  got  Ai 
manfte,  or  some  horrid  complaint  or  ocbe^ 
which  is  making  all  hia  hair  611  oC  Do 
come  and  tell  me  what  is  to  be  done.  Wboe 
can  I  send  the  sweet  suffering  aagdl— 
Yours,  •*  AkabsuTd ." 

This  was  from  tfie. eldest  and  loreW 
daughter  of  a  yery  great  duke. 

^  Tlie  Lord  Chancellor  presents  kit  ooB' 
pliments,  and  begs  to  acknowledge  the » 
oeipt  of  Bfr.  Venom  Tuft*s  obliging  preeMt 
of  his  little  *B$$ajfon  Grtaimitu.^^ 

These  are  samples,  taken  al  nntaitf 


iU/fy  and  piespmption,  he  eonli  a£taiw«Aft  ySbft  co&\cBfta^t£1A;x.^^ 
hout  ftetty  fi«elT*    Till  t^  eai&A^\im-\«^iv^inra%^itaioft^ 
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laer  upon  whieh  ha  liv«d  with  the 
and  it  was  ecsteaj  to  him,  to  see 
Bering  record  of  his  triumphs  glanoed 
the  enTious  admiriag  eyes  ^  those 
wn  station  in  society.  How  he  de> 
to  be  asked  about  tne  sayings  wad 
of  the  ezdnsiTe  ciielee !  How  eon- 
could  he  intimate  the  desperate 
m  0^  a  sick  peer — an  ezpe6ted  ickrir^ 
li  of  some  iiBahionable  foUy  and 
•or  a  moTe  to  be  made  in  the  House 
suing:  poofvToft  little  sospectinff 
lo  snog  in  his  shell  of  self^^mceit} 
qnently  he  fell,  on  these  occasions, 
the  Philistittes— 4md  was,  nneoiH 
r  to  himself^  being  trotted  out  by  a 


oahn  saieastie  hypocrite,  for  die  amnsement 
of  thestandeis-b^,  lost  as  a  little  monkey  is 
poked  with  a  stick  to  get  np  and  exhibit 
nimselfand  his  tricks.  Snch  was  Mr.  Toft, 
a  great  friend  and  admirer  of*'  the  marquis,** 
throogh  whose  infloenoe  he  had  ]>rocaied 
the  inntation  from  Titmonse,  in  Tirtae  of 
which  he  was  now  dressing  im  a  nice  little 
room  at  the  back  of  the  Hall,  orerlookiiy 
the  stables;  befaig  bent  upon  improTing  his 
already  tolerably  mmiliar  acauaintance  with 
the  Earl  of  Preddlington  ana  Lady  Cecilia, 
and  also  extracting  from  the  men  whose 
hospitality  he  was  enjoying,  materials  for 
merriment  among  his  great  friends  against 
the  next  season. 


CHAPTER  XX. 


Wbkh  Hm  pHty  had  MttcetBd  in  tiM 
toWiiig^>rcxnBf  m  raadkieet  Ibr  dinner,  yon 
iniglit  haya  seen  Mr.  Toft  in  Minest  oon- 
▼ematlon  with  the  Ledy  Cedlia;  Mr.  Gan^ 
mon  etandinff  talking  to  Mias  Maeepleoelian, 
wi&  an  air  of  coarleoas  ease  and  franknoaa 
haviiMf  obsenred  her  aittiag  neglected  by 
ererybod J ;  the  earl  conyeraing  now  with 
&e  marquis,  then  with  Titmoope,  and  anon 
with  Tim,  with  whom  he  appeared  to  be 
particularly  pleased.  Happening  at  length 
to  •  be  standing  near  Crammon — a  eaun, 
gentlemanlike  person,  of  whom  he  knew 
nothinpr,  nor  suspected  that  his  keen  eye 
had  taken  in  his  lordthip's  true  character 
and  cwacity  at  a  glance ;  that*he  would,  in 
a  few  nours*  time,  acquire  as  complete  a 
mastery  oyer  his  said  lordship,  as  eyer  the 
present  femous  hippodromUt  at  Windsor,  by 
touching  the  nerye  in  the  mouth  ot  a  horse, 
reduces  him  to  helpless  docility  and  sub- 
mission— the  earl  and  he  fell  mto  casual 
eonyersation  for  a  moment  or  two.  The  air 
of  deference  with  which  Gammon  receiyed 
the  sli^t  adyances  of  the  great  man,  was 
exquisite  and  indescribable.  It  g^ye  him 
clearly  to  understand  that  his  lofty  preten- 
sions were  known  to,  and  profounaly  ap- 
preciated by  the  indiyidual  he  was  address- 
ing. Gammon  said  but  little;  that  little, 
howeyer,  how  significant  and  decisiye! 
He  know  that  the  earl  would  presently  in- 
quire of  Titmouse  who  the  unlmown  yisiter 
was ;  and  that  on  being  told  in  the  conceited 
and  probably  disparaging  manner  which 
Gammon  knew  Titmouse  would  adopt,  if 
he  supposed  it  would  please  the  earl,  that 
'*  it  was  only  Mr.  Grammon  one  of  his  soli- 
citors,'* he  would  sink  at  once  and  foreyer 
beneath  the  notice  of  the  earl.  He  resoWed, 
therefore,  to  anticipate^to  contriye  that  it 
should  ooze  out  easily  and  adyantageously 
from  himself,  so  that  he  could  see  the  effect 
it  had  upon  the  earl,  and  regulate  his  moye- 
ments  accordingly.  Gammon  sate  down 
before  the  fortress  of  the  earl's  pride,  re- 
soWed that,  for  all  it  appeared  so  inacces- 
sible and  impregnable,  it  should  fall,  how- 
eyer his  skHl  and  patience  might  be  taxed 
in  the  ^ege.  Till  he  had  cast  his  piercing 
eye  upon  the  earl.  Gammon  had  felt  k  little 
0f  the  nerroomeas  which  one  may  imagine 


of  nut)e«ty  to  giye  a  •poeinaMi  of  his  M 
upon  an  animal  oonoealed  from  him  rf 
whose  name  and  qoalitiea  he  was  tgwnsl 
— «honld  summon  all  his  terrora  iato  kii 
eye,  and  string  his  moscles  to  their  higkni 
tension :  and,  onihe  dooi^>an^  opened,  tm 
with  milin^  scom— if  not  indignatka 
from  a  sucking  pig,  a  call^  an  aas,  or  i 
chicken. 

Something  similar  were  the  feeUngs  €■• 
perienced  by  Gammon,  as  soon  as  Iw  W 
scanned  the  countenance  and  figure  of  tki 
EarlofDreddlington.  He  quickly  peiesivii 
that  the  dash  of  awe  which  he  had  thnvi 
into  his  manner,  was  prodacing  its  te 
effect  upon  that  most  magnificent  simpleloai 
Watching  his  opportunity,  he  gently  iali»> 
duced  the  topic  of  the  recent  change  cf 
ownership  which  Yatton  had  nndeimi; 
and  In  speaking  of  the  manner  in  whica  Ml 
Titmouse  had  ^me  hia  sudden  prospefitf— 
**  Yes,  my  lord,"  continued  Gammoot  wiA 
apparent  carelessness,  **  I  recollect  nttkof 
some  such  obsenration  to  him,  and  he  repW 
*  yeiT  true,  Mr.  OammofL' "  Ganuafli 
finished  his  sentence  calmly ;  but  he  p» 
ceiyed  that  the  earl  had  instanUy  withdnwi 
himself  into  his  earldom.  '  He  had  giyast 
yery  slight  start;  a  yery  little  eoloor  kid 
mounted  into  his  cheek ;  a  aensible  kaaMr 
had  been  assumed ;  and  by  the  time  Atf 
Gammon  had  done  speaking,  the  spaee  k^ 
tween  them  had  been---as  Lmd  EhneddiiagM 
imagined,  unobsenredly — increased  by  tet 
or  three  inches.  Gammon  was  a  man— a 
able  and  a  proud  man— and  he  felt  gilM; 
but,  **  let  it  pass,"  he  presently  reflwled- 
**let  it  pass,  you  pompous  old  idiot;  I 
will  one  day  repay  it  with  interest."  IV 
earl  separated  fin>m  him,  Ghonmon  regirinf 
him  asa  gaudy  craft  sheering  off  for  a  wlaUi 
but  doomed  to  be  soon  sunk.  Mr.  T^A 
(who  was  the  son  of  a  highly  respeddbii 
retired  tobacconist  in  the  north,)  hayings*' 
certained  that  Gammon  waa  only  Bfr.  ill- 
mouse's  attorney,  conducted  himself  for  t 
while  as  though  there  were  no  such  pstsos 
in  the  room ;  but  being  a  quick  obseryerfV' 
eatchingr  once  or  twice  the  faint  aaimw 
smile  with  which  Bir.  Gammon's  eje  vai 
settled  on  him,  he  experienced  a  yeiy  giU* 
ing  and  uneasy  conacioiimieea  of  lui  pi^ 


would  be  experienced  by  Van  AmWi^Xaeofi^    TVv<^  Tnaxqjiis's  superior  tact  w^ 
n^no,  on  being  summoned  into  the  piea«UM\'^«itMY^^n^^^^^^^'^*=^'^^^^ 
SIO 
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own  ^(Biy  diflmstljr— -wiA  a  deferenee  nd 
nmety  to  please  him,  which  Gammon  mi- 
dentood  thoroughly — ^in  facst,  he  and  the 
BBaraois  had  many  qualities  in  common, 
but  Uammon  was  Uie  man  of  power.  During 
dinner  he  safe  beside  Miss  Macspleuchan, 
md  was  almost  the  only  person  who  spoke 
to  hpr— in  fact,  he  said  but  little  to  any  one 
sise.  He  took  wine  with  Titmoose  with  a 
RMtfked  but  guaided  air  of  amJUknee,  The 
marquis  took  wine  with  Gammon  with  an 
MK  m  studied  courtesy.  The  earl's  attention 
waa  almost  entireljr  engrossed  by  Mr.  Tuft, 
who  was  next  to  him,  chattering  in  his  ear 
like  a  little  magpie  perched  upon  hia 
ikealder.  The  nuirquis  sate  next  to  the 
Lady  Cecilia ;  for  whose  amusement,  as  far 
IS  hu  oantiona  tact  would  allow  him,  he 
bom  time  to  time  drew  out  their  little  host. 
At  len^,  in  answer  to  a  question  by  the 
Dsaninis,  the  earl  let  fall  some  pompous  ob- 
Mnration,  which  the  marquis,  who  was 
jsldng  Teiy  ttred  of  the  rapid  monotony 
which  pervaded  the  table,  Tentured  to  diffisr 
Brom  pretty  deciairely.  Tuft  instantly  sided 
srith  the  earl,  and  spoke  with  infinite  fluency 
Tor  some  minutes :  Gammon  saw  in  a  mo- 
nept  that  he  was  an  absurd  pretender;  and 
vatehing  his  opportunity,  for  the  first  time 
hat  be  had  int^iehaa^  a  syllable  with  himi| 
■rith  one  word  exposing  a  palpable  historical 
ilonder  of  poor  Tuft's,  overthrew  him  as 
KKnpletely  as  a  bullet  from  a  crossbow  dis- 
lodges a  tomtit  from  the  wall  on  which  he 
m  hoppinff  about^  unconscious  of  his  danger. 
Twas  a  mint  that  there  could  be  no  mis* 
ttke  about  whatever. 

^  That's  a  mtthr,  Toft,"  said  the  marquis, 
ifter  a  pause:  Tuft  gulped  down  a  glass  of 
pine:  and  presently,  with  the  slighuy  stag- 
med  earl,  became  a  silent  listener  to  the 
tkenssion  into  which  the  marquis  and 
Baramon  had  entered.  Obtuse  as  was  the 
Mri,  Gammon  contrived  to  let  him  see  how 
Actually  he  was  supporting  his  lordship's 
ipinion,  which  Mr.  Tufl  had  so  ridiculously 
ailed  in.  The  marquis  got  sligfaUy  the 
rorst  of  the  encounter  with  Gammon,  whose 
Ibjeot  be  saw,  and  whose  tact  he  admired; 
nid  with  much  judgment  permitted  Gam- 
non  to  appear  to  the  earl  as  his  successful 
idender,  m  order  that  he  might  himself 
Bake  a  friend  of  Gammon.  Moreover,  he 
vas  not  at  all  annoyed  at  witnessing  the 
wmplete  and  unexpected  discomfiture  of 
KMV  Tuft,  whom,  for  all  his  intinuusy  with 
hat  gentleman,  the  marqnia  thoroughly 
leapiaed. 

If  owersr  it  might  possibly  be  that  his 
l^rand  ^oesta  enjoyed  tnemselves,  it  was  far 
rtherwiae  with  Mr.  Titmouse ;  who  being 
iM—paikid  to  ]uep  tohetf  wa§  quite  misera- 


ble. None  of  those  around  hiitt  were  drinh* 
ing  men :— and  the  consequence  was,  that 
he  would  retire  early  to  his  bed-room,  and 
amass  himself  with  brandy  and  water,  and 
cigars,  whije  his  guests  amused  themselves 
with  cards;  billiimia,  or  otherwise,  as  best 
thej  mi^t.  He  did,  indeed,  '*  stand  lilM 
a  cipher  m  the  great  account  ^'  instead  of 
feelmg  himself  the  Earl  of  Dieddlington's 
host,  he  felt  himself  as  one  of  his  lordship's, 
^ests,  struggling  in  vain  against  the  free»« 
inff  state  aim  etiquette  which  the  earl  caih 
ried  with  ham  wherever  he  went,  Jike  a  sort 
of  atmosphere.  In  this  extremity  he  secretly 
dung  to  Gammon,  and  reposed  upon  his 
powerful  support  and  svmpathy  mora  im- 
plicitly than  ever  he  had  done  before.  As 
the  shooting  season  had  commenced,  anA  ^ 
game  was  plentiful  at  Yatton,  the  marquis  ' 
and  Tttf^  found  fbll  occupation  during  the 
day,  as  occasionally  did  Mr.  Gammon.  Mr. 
Titmouse  once  accompanied  them;  but  hav-t 
ing  contrived  once  or  twice  very  nearly  to 
blow  his  own  hand  off,  and  also  to  blow  out 
the^eyes  of  the  marquis,  they  intimated  that 
he  had  bettar^io  out  alone  for  the  future— as 
he  did  once  ot  twice,  bat  soon  got  tired  of  such, 
solitary  sport.  Besides^hares,  pheasants, 
partridges  old  and  young,  cock  or  hen— r 
Hwas  i3l  one— none  of  them  seemed  to  care 
one  straw  for  him  or  his  gun,  let  him  pop  and 
blaie  awspf  as  loud  and  as  long,  as  near  or  as 
far  off^  ashe  liked.  The  onhr  thing  he  hi^~ 
and  that  plump— was  one  of'^his  unfortunate 
dogs,  which  he  killed  on  the  spot;  and  then 
coming  up  with  it,  stamped  upon  the  poor 
creature's  bleeding  carcase,  saying,  with  a 
furious  oath— '*  Why  didn't  yoil  keep  out 
of  the  way,  you  brute  1" 

The  earl  was  really  anxious  to  perform 
his  promise  of  introducing,  or  procuring 
Titmouse  to  be  introduced,  to  the  leading 
nobility  and  gentry  of  the  county ;  but  it 
proved  a  more  difiicult  task  than  his  lord- 
ship had  anticipated — ^for  Titmouse's  early 
doings  at  Yatton  had  not  yet  been  forgotten : 
some  of  the  haughty  whig  gentry  joined 
with  their  tory  neighbours  in  manifesting^ 
their  open  contempt,  and  dislike,  for  one 
who  could  so  disgrace  the  name  and  station 
to  which  he  had  been  elevated  in  the  county ; 
and  the  earl  had  to  encounter  one  or  two 
somewhat  mortifying  rebuffs,  in  the  course 
of  the  efforts  which  he  was  making  for  the 
establishment  of  his  young  kinsman. 

'niere  were  some,  however,  whom  mere 
political  considerations— some  whom  defer 
ence  for  the  earrs  rank,  and  unwillingness 
to  hurt  his  feelin|[s,  and  others  from  con- 
siderations of  politiad  inteiett— induced  to 
receive  the  new  squire  of  \^\m»i  qtw^  ^<;^v 
ing  of  foimaV  Vn^dmait^  «xA  w^^\v^\v;^ 
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not  entirely  neetess.  The  whdle  peitjr  at 
the  Hall  attended  the  earl  to  chureb  on  the 
Sundays—entirely  filling  the  aqnire's  pew 
and  the  adjoining  one ;  this  deeorona  eon- 
dojt  presenting  a  yery  edifying  spectacle 
to»  the  homble  congreeationy  and  saggest- 
ing  a  striking  contrast  oetween  the  present 
aira  the  former  risiteis  at  the  Hall.  Worthy 
Doctor  Tatham  was  asked  scTeral  times  to 
dinner,  at  the  earl's  instance,  who  treated 
him  on  such  occasions  with  great  though 
statdy  coortesy.  The  only  persons  with 
whom  the  little  doctor  felt  at  his  ease,  were 
Bfr.  Gammon  and  Miss  Macspleochan,  who 
treated  him  with  the  ntmost  cordiality  and 
veapeet.    What  became  daring  the  day  of 

,  Hie  two  ladies,  I  hardly  know.  There  was 
no  instmment  at  Yatton:  bagatelle4>oanl, 
and  novels  fiom  a  cirealating  library  at 
York,  frequent  rides  and  driTes  through  the 
grounds  uid  about  the  country,  aod  oc- 
casional visits  to  and  from  one  or  two 
fiunilies  with  whom  Lady  Cecilia  had  a 
town  acquaintance,  occupied  their  day;  and 
in  the  evening,  a  rubber  at  whist,  or  crib- 
bage,  or  ecart^,  with  the  eail— -sometimes, 
too,  with  the  marquis  and  Mr.  Tuft,  bodi  of 
whom  lost  no  opportunity  of  paying  marked 
attention  to  Lady  Cecilia,  with  a  view  of 
dissipating  as  far  as  possible  the  inevitable 
ennm  of  her  situation— would  wMle  away 
the  short  evenings,  very  early  hours  being 
now  kept  at  the  Hall.  Tvras  wonderful 
that  two  such  men  as  the  marquis  and  Mr. 
Tuft  could  stay  so  long  as  thev  did  at  so 

very  dull  a  place,  and  with  such  dull  people. 

Inwardly,  tney  both  voted  the  earl  an  in- 
suflferabfe  ola  twaddler:    his  daughter  a 

Eiece  of  languid  insipidity ;  and  one  would 
ave  thought  it  daily  more  irksome  for  them 
to  keep  up.  their  courtly  attentions.  They 
had,  however,  as  may  presently  be  seen, 
their  objects  in  view. 

As  Gammon,  a  little  to  the  earl*s  sur- 
prise, continued  apparently  a  permanent 
guest  at  the  Hall,  wliere  he  seemed  ever 
engaged  in  superintending  and  getting  into 
order  the  important  affairs  of  Mr.  Titmouse, 
it  could  hardly  be  but  that  he  and  tiie  earl 
should  be  occasionally  thrown  together ;  for 
4S  the  earl  did  not  shoot,  and  never  read 
books,  even  had  th«%re  been  any  to  read,  he 
had  little  to  do  when  no;  engaged  upon  the 
expeditions  I  have  alluded  to,  but  saunter 
about  the  house  and  grounds,  and  enter  into 
conversation  with  almost  any  one  he  met. 
l^e  assistance  which  Gammon  had  rendered 
the  earl  en  the  occasion  of  their  first  meet- 
ing at  dinneTf  had  not  been  forgotten  by  his 


for  him.  Gammon  ateadfly  kapt  m  ^ 
background,  resolved  that  all  advanesi 
ahould  come  from  the  earl.  Wlien,QBes « 
twice,  hia  lordship  inqotxed,  witii  whtf 
CJammon  saw  to  be  only  an  affected  ea^ 
lessness,  into  the  state  of  Mr.  Titmoasi^ 
affiidrs,  Mr.  Gammon  evinced  a  conneosi 
readineaa  to  give  him  general  infonMtioa; 
but  vnth  an  evident  caution  and  anxiety  an 
unduly  to  expose,  even  to  the  earl,  Mr.  Ti^ 
mouse's  distrnguished  kinsman,  the  stale  ef 
his  property.  He  would,  however,  diaekai 
sufiScient  to  satisfy  the  earl  of  Mr.  Gssh 
mon*s  seal  and  ability  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Tr^ 
mouse's  interests,  his  conaommate  qualifi- 
cations aa  a  man  of  business ;  amdfiomtiBi 
to  time  perceived  that  his  display  was  ast 
lost  upon  the  earl.  Mr.  Gammon^  anxiety, 
in  particular,  to  prevent  the  botongh  of  Yal> 
ton  from  be^^  a  second  time  wrested  oil 
of  the  hands  of  its  proprietor,  and  relniniBf, 
hy  a  corrupt  and  profligate  anangeaeal 
with  ministers,  a  tory  to  parliament,  gan 
the  earl  peculiar  satiafaction.  He  was  lei 
into  a  long  conversation  with  Mr.  Gaauaoa 
upon  political  matters;  and,  at  ita  dose, 
vras  ^[leatly  struck  with  the  aonndness  ef 
his  views,  the  strength  of  his  liberal  piinoi- 
ples,  and  the  vigour  and  acutenfsa  widi 
which  he  had  throughout  agreed  with  evny 
thing  the  earl  had  said,  aiM  fortified  etoy 
position  he  had  taken;  eyinotng,  at  m 
same  time,  a  profound  appreciation  of  ha 
lordship's  luminous  exposition  of  potitiaii 

Erinciples.  The  earl  waa  forced  to  owa  n 
imseif,  that  he  had  never  betbie  met  vilk 
a  man  of  Mr.  Crammon's  strength  of  iatol- 
lect,  whose  views  and  opinions  had  si  iati- 
mately  and  entirely  coincided— were,  w 
deed,  identical  with  hia  own.  INw 
delightful  to  listen  to  them  upon  these  oe> 
casions-r-to  observe  the  air  of  revefeaee  sai 
admiration  with  which  Gammon  Kstened  ti 
the  leasons  of  political  wisdom  that  ftU, 
with  increasing  length  and  frequency,  from 
the  lips  of  his  fordship. 

To«  icai  oiro  yXtMviK  iicXiro;  I'XiMrcMr  ptn  ctA*.** 

Nor  was  it  only  when  tiiey  were  akne 
together,  that  Gammon  would  thus  sit  st 
the  feet  of  Gramaliel :  he  was  not  ashaaed 
to  de  so  openly  at  the  diniier*table;  bs^ 
ah !  how  delicately  and  dexteronsly  did  he 
conceal  from  the  spectators  the  game  he  w» 
playing— more  difficult  to  do  so  thougk  it 
daily  became— because  the  more  wiUib; 
Gammon  was  to  receive,  the  more  eager  liie 
earl  was  to  communicate  instnictioa !  K 
on  any  of  these  occasions,  oppressed  by  the 
multifariousness  of  his  knowledge,  sad  in 


lordship^  bat  had  served  to  take  df  the  eAw^V  «oi\^«ii  ^ec^wacine  cot^enee,  he  woaM 
^om  bia  precoDceiyed  contemptaonftdW^&a\^6anaA\l)L^^TIa&*.^^lKe^ 
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tapeetf  Oamrnon  wodd.  be  at  haad^  to 
!•  in  milT  and  finish  whift  tha  earl  had 

r,  oQt  of  the  earPa  own  ample  ^late* 
of  which  Ganunon  had  caught  a 
iiqpee«  and  only  worked  out  the  earl's 
Mf  somewhat  numerous,  half-formed  illus- 
tions.  Th^  marquis  and  Mr.  Tuft  began, 
vever,  at  length  to  feel  a  little  impatient 
obaenring  the  waj  Gammon  was  making 
th  the  earl ;  but  of  what  use  was  it  for 
im  to  interfere  1  Gammon  was  an  ex- 
idingly  awkward  person  to  meddle  with ; 
having  oilce  got  fair  play,  hj  gaining 
I  earl*8  eai^  his  accuracy,  readmess,  ez- 
t  of  information  upon  political  topics,  and 
niiable.  temper,  told  very  powerfhllY 
linst  his  two  opponents,  who  at  lengtn. 
wrfered  less  and  kss  wi$h  him;  the  mar^ 
m  otdjfuHng  pique,  but  Tuft  also  ahow^ 
;  it.  Had  it  *been  otherwise,  indeed,  it 
old  have  been  odd ;  for  Gammon  seemed 
bel  a  peculiar  pleasure  in  demcdishing 

rhe  marquis,  however,  once  resolved  to 
KW  Gammon  how  distinctly  he  perceived 
plan  of  operations,  by  wuting  till  he  and 
poor  earl  had  reached  a  climax  of  abenr- 
y,  and  then,  with  his  eye  on  Gammon, 
vting  into  laughter.  Seldom  had  Gam-> 
Bi  b^n*  more  ruffled  than  by  that  well- 
h0d  laugh ;  for  he  felt/ounef  out !  When 
I  earl  and  Ue  wods  alone,  he  would  listen 
til  lively  interest,  over  and  over  again, 
rer  wearied,  to  the  earl's  magnificent  ao- 
u&ts  of  what  he  had  iniiten4ea,  to  do,  had 
only  continued  in  office,  id  the  impmtant 
wtment  over  which  he  had  presided,  vis. 
».Board  of  Green  Cloth;  and  more  than 
M  put  his  lordship  into  a  soft  flutter  of 
satement,  by  hinting  at  rumours  which,  he 
d,  were  rife— that,  in  the  event  of  a 
u^  of  ministers,  which  was  looked  for, 
\  lordship  was  to  be  President  of  the 
mncil.  •'Sir,"  the  earl  would  say,  ''I 
said  not  shrixik  from  the  performance  of 
r  duty  to  my  sovereign,  to  whatever  post 
might  be  pleased  to  call  me.  The  one 
B  mention,  sir,  has  its  peculiar  difficulties, 
1  if  I  know  any  thing  of  myself,  sir,  it 
one  for  which — ^I  should  say,  I  am  pecu- 
jAj  qualified.  Sir,  the  duty  of  presiding 
ir  the  deliberations  of  powerful  minds, 
{aires  signal  discretion  and  dignity,  be- 
I0e,  in  short,  especially  in  affiiirs  oi  state 
Oo  yon  comprehend  me,  Mr.  Gammon  V 
f  I  understand  yoUr  lordship  to  say,  that 
i^re  the  occasion  is  one  of  such  magni- 
tey  and  the  disturbing  forces  are  upon  so 
It  a  scale,  to  moderate  and  guide  conflict- 
^  interests  and  opinions"-—— 
*  81^1  it  M  so,  tanU»  eomponere  Hie$^  hit 
9r,  4oe  opuMf^^  interrupted  the  earl,  with  a 
pemte  attempt  to  Sab  up  a  iiagment  or 

9D 


two  of  his  early  sdMlaiship;  snd  hk  foa 
tares  woie  for  a  moment  a  solemn  command* 
ing  ezpressioiit  which  satisfied  Gammon  of 
the  sway  which  his  lordship  would  have 
had  when  presiding  at  the  council-board* 
Gammon  would  also  occasionally  introduce 
the  subject  of  heraldry,  asking  questioBS 
concerning  that  science,  and  also  concern- 
ing the  g^ieslogies  of  leading  members  of 
the  peerage,  with  which  be  suely  presumed 
that  the  earl  would  be,  as  also  he  provedt 
perfectly  fiimiliar;  and  his  lordship  would 
go  on  for  an  hour  at  ono^  upon  these  inter* 
eating  and  vividly-exciting  subjects. 

Sl]^rtly  after  iuncheon  one  day,  of  which 
only  Gammon,  the  earl,  and  the  two  ladies, 
were  in  the  hall  to  partake,  Mr.  Crammon 
had  occasion  to  enter  the  drawing-room* 
where  he  found  the  earl  sitting  upon  the 
sofa,  with  his  heavy  gold  spectacles  on,- 
leaning  over  the  table,  engaged  in  the  peiu- 
sal  of  a  portion  of  a  work  then  in  course  ef 

Seriodical  publication,  which  had  only  thai 
ay  been  delivered  at  the  Hall.  The  earl 
asked  Gammon  if  \A  bad  seen  it,  and  was 
answered  in  the  negative. 

«« Sir,"  said  the  eari,  rising  and  removing 
his  glasses,  "  it  is  a  remarkably  interesting^ 

{rabucation,  showing  d6nsiderable  kno#- 
edge  of  a  very  diflfoult  and  all-importsttt 
subject,  and  one,  in  respect  of  which  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people-^nay,  I  lament 
to  be  obliged  to  add,  the  great  bulk  of  the 
middle  classes  also,  are  wofully  deficient— ^ 
I  mean  heraldry,  and  the  history  of  the  origin^ 
progress,  and  present  state  of  the  fiunilies 
of  uie  old  nobility  and  gentry  of  this  eom^ 
try."  The  work  which  had  been  so  fortunate 
as  thus  to  meet  with  the  apprdbation  of  the 
earl,  was  the  last  monthfy  number  of^^L^ 
History  of  the  Countv  of  York,  and  of/ 
which  work,  as  yet,  only  thirty-«ight  seiei^,^ 
and-sixpenny  quarto  numbers  had  ,  made 
their   appearance.     'Twaa    an  admirable 
work,  every  number  of  which  had  oentain- 
ed  a  glorification  of  some  difierent  York- 
shire tamily.  The  discriminating  patronage 
of  Mr.  Titmouse  for  this  inestimable  per-^ 
forraance,  had  been    secured  by  almost, 
obsequious  letter  from  the  learned  editor- 
but  more  espeeialfy  by  a  device  of  his  in  the 
last  number,  which  it  would  have  been 
strange  indeed  if  it  could  have  failed  to 
catch  the  eye,  and  interest  tiie  feelings  of 
the  new  ariatocratical  owner  of  Yatton* 
Opposite  to  an  engraving  of  the  Hall,  was  ^ 
placed  a  magnificent  genealogical  tree,  sur- 
mounted by  a  many-ouartered  shield  of  al>* 
monal  bearings,  both  of  which  purported 
to  be  an  accurate  record  of  the  ancestral 
glories  of  the  bouie  ol  ^'Yvr»wa«a   ^ 
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deleeted  ihaX  the  leooil  ffioht  of  T^tmieej 
whidi  were  perched  on  the  iower  bnnchee 
of  this  impoein^  pedigree,  bore  nearly  as 
■mall  a  proportion  to  the  long  array  of 
Ghiyalrons  Drelinoourts  and  Dreddlingtons 
which  constituted  the  massy  trunk,  as  did 
the  paternal  c^t*  (to  which  the  profound 
research  and  ingenul^  of  Sir  Goaonous 
T^RTAOK,  the  — -—  king^t-anns,  had  suc- 
ceeded in    demonstrating  the    inalienable 
right  of  Tittlebat)  to  the  mterminable  series 
(ff  Quarterings  derired  from  the  «une  sonioe, 
which  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  es- 
eocheon.    At  these  mirsteriously  significant 
symbols,  however,  Mr.  Titmouse,  though 
willing  to  believe  that  they  indicated  some 
just  canse  or  other  of  family  pride,  had  look- 
ed with  the  same  appreciating  intelli^nce 
which  you  mvf  fancjf  yon  see  a  chioken 
displaying,  while  hesitatingly  clapping  its 
foot  upon,  and  quaintly  cockmg  its  eye  at, 
a  slip  of  paper  lying  in  a  yard,  coTered  over 
with  aJgebraic  characters  and  calculations. 
Far  otherwise,  howcTer,  was  it  with  the  earl, 
in  whose  eyes  the  complex  and  recondite 
character  of  the  production  infinitely  en- 
hanced its  value,  and  struck  in  his  bosom 
several  deep  chords  of  genealogical  feeling, 
as  he  proceeded,    in   answer   to  various 
anxious  inquiries  of  Gammon,  to  give  him 
a  very  full  and  minute  account  of  the  un- 
rivalled splendour   and    antiquity  of  his 
Icrdship^s  ancestry.   Now  Gammon— while 
prosecutiiig  the  reaearehes  which  had  pre- 
ceded the  elevation  of  Mr.  Titmouse  to  that 
rank  and  fortune  of  which  the  united  voice  of 
the  ftshionable  world  had  now  pronounced 
htm  so  eminently  worthy— had  made  him- 
self pretty  w6ll  acquainted  with  the  pre- 
Tious  history  and  connexions  of  that  ancient 
and  illustrious  house,  of  which  the  Earl  of 
Dieddlington  was  the  head;  and  his  fa- 
miliarity with  this  lopic,  though  it  did  'not 
mtirpriat  the  earl,  because  he  conceived  it  to 
be  every  one's  duty  to  acquaint  himself  with 
such  momentous  matters,  rapidly  raised  him 
in  tiie  good  opinion  of  the  earl,  to  whom,  at 
length,  it  occurred  to  view  him  in  quits  a 
new  light ;  viz.  as  the  chosen  instrument 
by  whose  means  (under  Providence)  the  per> 
verse   and    self-willed  Aubrey  had    been 
righteously  cast  down  from  that  high  place 
which  his  rebellious  opposition  to  the  wishes 
and  political  views  ol  his  liege  lord,  had 
rendered  him  unworthy  to  occupy ;  while  a 

*  Ttx  bend  Ermine  and  Pean,  two  llona  rampant 
eombatant,  counurchang ed ;  armed  and  languid 
Oaiea,  auranottDied  by  three  bendleta  nndee  Arcent, 
each  three  fleurt- de-lie  Aaure ;  on  a  chief  Or, 
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more  loyal  branelr  had  been  nised  fttMi  i^ 
seurity  to  his  forfeited  rank  uid  estates.  1i 
feict,  Uie  eari  began  to  look  upon  GamB« 
as  one  whose  just  regard  for  his  lordihifV 
transcendent  position  in  the  ariatocniey  tf 
Enffland,  had  led  him  even  to  anttdpatekii 
lordship's  possible  wishes ;  and  proeeeM 
accordingly  to  rivet  this  spontaneous  att^ 
fiianee,  by  discoursing  with  the  most  eos- 
aescendinga£fability  on  the  successive  ooUe 
and  princely  alliances  which  had«  duriai  t 
long  series  of  generationa,  refine^  the  aDOOf 
blood  of  the  Drelincourta  into  the  sort  a(, 
soper-sublimatdd  ifihtt  which    at  prfiefll 
flowed  in  his  own  veins.  'Mr.  Gamsas 
marked  tiie  progress  of  the  earl's  fediaii 
with  the  greatest  interest,  percetvinr  m 
inoreasing  ^ctent  to  which  respect  forhii^- 
Gammon— was  minfflin^  witti  his  sobliBi 
self«atisfaction ;  and,  watching  his  oppd^ 
tnnity,  struck  a  sp^rk  into  the  dry  tiiKMr  if 
his  vain  imagination— blew  it  gently— mI 
saw  that  it  caught,  and  spread.     ConfidHl 
in  his  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  enh 
feelings,  and  that  his  lordship  had  readal 
the  highest  point  Of  credulity,  GaauMi 
intimatod,  in  a.  hesitating  but  yet  mpm 
sive  manner,  his  impression  thst  the  leort 
fiiilnre  in  the  male  line  of   the  prineelf 
house  of  HocH-SrirpKLHAUBKif  IVaku^ 
STBiN  DuMsaLBmaiBO*  had  placed  his  M 
ship,  in  right  of  the  marriage  of  one  of  fail 
ancestors,  during  the  thir^^  years*  War,«ii 
a  princess  of  that  augnst  fine,  in  a  sitostidi 
to  claim,  if  such  were  his  lordship's  jk^ 
sifre,  the  dormant  honours   and  safeid|i 
rank  attached  to  the  possession  of  that  m 
portant  principality.    The  earl  appeared  fti 
a  few  moments  transfixed  with  awe. 

The  bare  possibility  of  such  sn  enrt 
seemed  too  much  for  him  to  realize;  W 
when  ihrther  conversation  with  GtiolHi 
had  familiarised  his  lordship  with  thenelioi^ 
his  mind's  eye  glanoed  to  his  old  rivid,  te 
Earl  of  Fitawarren:  what  would  Ar  sayH 
all  thlst  How  would  his  little 
pale  beside  the  splendours  of  his 
Highness  the  Prince  of 
Narrenslein  Dumerlefaiberg!  He 
sorry  when  Mr.  Gammon  soon  afWiaudi 
left  hhn  to  follow  out,  unrestrained  by  te 
swelling  current  of  his  thoughts,  and  yieM 
himself  up  to  the  transporting  ecstasies  of 
anticipated  sovereignty.  To  such  a  ]M 
did  his  excitement  carry  him,  that  he  v^  I 
shortly  afterwards  have  been  seen  waling  I 
up  and  down  the  Elm  Avenne,  with  thi 
feelings  and  the  air  of  an  old  Kiiie. 

*  I  vehemently  entpect  mjreelf  ruilty  of  a 
anachroniam  here ;  thia  ancient  and  tthmuriw* 
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Notaadifiedfbo^evar,  with  the  sneeeM 
•f  his  daring  experimeDt  upon  the  credulity 
and  inflammable  imagination  of  the  aspiring 
old  nobleman — whom  his  suggestion  had  set 
upon  instituting  extensive  inquiries  into  the 
position  of  his  family  with  reference  to  the  for- 
oign  alliances  which  it  had  formed  in  times 
jiast,  and  of  which  so  dazzling  an  incident 
might  really  be  in  existence-*it  occurred  to 
Mr.  Ganunon,  on  another  occasion  of  his 
being  left  alone  with  the  earl,  and  who  he 
saw  was  growing  manifestiy  more  pleased 
with  the  frequent  recurrence  of  tnem«  to 
sink  a  shaft  into  a  new  mine.  He,  there- 
fore«  on  mere  speculation,  introduced  as  a 
,  tuhject  of  casual  conversation,  the  impru- 
^  dence  of  persons  of  rank  and  lar^  fortune 
.  devolving  the  management  of  their  pecuni- 
ary affairs  so  entirely  upon  others — and  thus 
leaving  themselves  exposed  to  all  the  seri- 
ous consequences  of  employing  incompe- 
tent, indolent,  or. mercenary  agents.  Mr. 
Gunjnon  proceeded  to  observe  tiiat  ha  had 
recall  T  known  an  instance  of  a  distinguish- 
ed nobleman,  (whose  name  he  for  very  ob- 
Tious  reasons  suppressed,)  who,  having  oo- 
easion  to  raise  a  large  sum  of  money  by 
way  of  mortgage,  left  the,  sole  negotiation 
of  the  affair  to  an  agent,  who  was  afler- 
ygrtrdB  proved  to  have  been  in  league  with 
the  lender,  (the  mortgagee,]  and  permitted 
his  employer  to  pajr,  for  ten  or  twelve 
jears,  an  excess  of  interest  over  what  he 
might,  with  a  litUe  exertion,  have  obtained 
mone^  for,  which  actually  made  a  difier- 
ance  in  his  income  of  a  thousand  a  year. 

Here,  looking  out  of  the  northeast  comer 
of  his  eve,  the  placid  speaker,  continuing 
unmovea,  d)8erved  the  earl  start  ^  littie 
g^Dce  somewhat  anxiously  at'  him,  but  in 
silence,  and  slightiy  auicken  the  pace  at 
which  he  had  b^n  walking.  Gammon  pre- 
sently added,  in  a  careless  sort  of  way,  that 
accident  had  brought  him  into  professional 
intercourse  with  that  nobleman — Oh  Gam- 
mon !  Gammon ! — whom  he  was  ultimately 
instramental  ip  saving  from  the  annual  rob- 
bery that  was  being  inflicted  upon  him.    It 
was  enough ;  Gammon  saw  that  what  he  had 
been  saying  had  sunk  like  lead  into  the 
mind  of  his  companion,  who,  for  the  rest  of 
the  day,  seemed  burdened  and  oppressed 
with  it— or  some  other  cause  of  anxiety; 
and,  from  an  occasional  uneasy  and  wistful 
%je  which  the  earl  fixed  unonhimat  dinner, 
he  felt  conscious  that  not  long  would  elapsa, 
before  he  should  hear  something  from  the 
oaii  connecte.  i^rith  the  topic  in  question— 
and  he  was  not  mistaken.    The  very  next 
dajr  they  met  in  the  park;  and,  after  one  or 
SMTO  casual  observaUons,  the  earl  remarked 
b J  the  way,  with  Tefereace  to  tbmr  yes- 


teiday^s  oonyenatioo,  it  *^did  m  A^j^ws**** 
very  singularly-— that  the  earl  haoa  friend 
who  waa'placed  in  a  situation  very  similat 
to  that  which  had  been  mentioned  by  Mr, 
Gammon  tp  the  earl ;  a  very  intimate  friend 
— and  the  earl  would  like  to  hear  what  was 
Mr.  Gammon's  opinion  of  the  case.  Gan> 
mon  was  scarcely  able  to  refrain  from  a 
smile,  as  the  earl  went  on,  evincing  every 
moment  a  more  vivid  interest  in  behalf  of 
his  mysterious  friend,  who  at  last  stood  sud- 
denly confessed  as  the  Earl  ofDreddlington; 
for,  in  answer  to  a  question  of  Mr.  Gammon, 
his  lordship  unwittingly  spoke  in  tiie  first 
person.  On  perceiving  this,  he  got  much 
confused,  but  Gammon  passed  it  off  very 
easily;  and  by  his  earnest,  confidential  toua 
and  manner,  soon  soothed  and  reconciled 
the  earl  to  the  vexatious  disclosure  he  had 
made— vexatious  only  because  the  earl  had 
thought  fit,  so  very  unnecessarily,  tg  make 
a  mystery  of  an  everyday  matter. 

He  rather  loftily  enjoined  Mr.  Gamaion 
to  secrecy  upon  the  subject,  to  which  Gam* 
mon  readily  pledged  himself,  and  then  they 
entered  upon  an  unrestrained  discussion  of 
the  matter.  Suflice  it  to  say,  tiiat  in  the  end 
Gammon  assured  the  earl  that  he  would 
without  any  difiUculty  undertake  to  procure 
a  transfer  of  the  mortgage  at  present  exist- 
ing on  his  lordship's  property,  which  should 
lower  his  annual  payments  by  at  least  ons- 
and-a-half  per  cent;  and  which,  on  a  rough 
calculation,  would  make  a  difference  of  very 
nearly  five  hundred  a  year  in  the  earl's  tit" 
your!  But  Gammon  expliciU^  infprmed 
the  earl,  that  he  was  not  to  suppose  that  his 
interests  had  been  in  apy  way  neglected,  oi 
he  overreached,  in  the  original  transaction; 
that  it  had  been  conducted  on  his  lordship's 
behalf,  by  his  solicitor,  Mr.  Pounce,  one  of 
the  most  respectable  men  in  the  profession; 
and  that  a  few  years  made  all  thedifferenpe 
in  matters  of  tnis  description ;  and  before 
he,  Mr.  Gammon,  would  interfere  any  fur- 
ther in  the  business,  he  requested  his  lord- 
ship to  write  to  Mr.  Pounce,  enclosing  a 
draft  of  the  arrangement  proposed  by  Sb. 
Gammon,  and  desiring  Mr.  Pounce  to  ssy 
what  he  Uioueht  of  it.  This  the  earl  did ; 
and  in  a  few  days'  time  received  an  answer 
from  Mr.  Pounce,  to  the  eff*ect  that  he  was 
happy  that  there  was  a  prospect  of  so  £i 
vourable  an  arrangement  as  that  proposed, 
to  which  he  could  see  no  objection  what- 
ever; and  would  co-operate  with  Mr.  Gam- 
mon in  any  way,  ana  at  any  time,  which 
his  lordship  might  point  out.  Mr.  Gam- 
mon was,  in  fact,  rendering  here  a  real  and 
very  important  service  to  the  earl ;  being  an 
able,  acute,  and  eoei^tift tDaiv<^l\^>a»a<aMfc 
while  Mi,  Poonca  viaa  '^cii  ^we«i^^  %\jL^^«a. 
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•miiimted,— had  grown  rich  and  indolent, 
no  longer  attending  to  business  with  his 
pristine  energy,  but  pottering  and  dozing 
orer  it,  as  it  were,  from  day  to  day;  anable, 
from  his  antiquated  style  of  doing  business, 
and  the  constantly  narrowing  circle  of  his 
connexions,  to  avail  himself  of  those  re- 
sources which  were  open  to  younger  and 
more  energetic  practitioners,  with  more  va- 
ned  resources. 

Thus,  though  money  was  now  much  more 
plentiful,  and  consequently  to  be  got  for  a 
less  sum  than  when,  some  ten  years  before, 
the  earl  had  been  compelled  to  borrow  a 
larffe  sum  upon  mortgage,  old  Mr.  Pounce 
had  suffered  matters  to  remain  all  the  while 
as  they  were,  and  so  they  would  hare  re- 
mained all  the  while  as  uiey  were,  but  for 
Gammon^s  accidental  interference;  for  the 
earl  was  not  a  man  of  business— could  not 
bear  to  talk  to  any  one  about  the  fact  of  his 
propehy  being  mortgaged— 4id  not  like  even 
to  tnink  of  it;  and  concluded  that  good  old 
Mr.  Pounce  kept  a  sufficiently  sharp  eye 
upon  his  noble  client's  interest  The  earl 
gave  Mr.  Pounce's  letter  to  Mr.  Gammon, 
and  requested  him  to  lose  fto  time  in  putting 
himself  into  communication  witn  Mr. 
Pounce,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the 
suggested  transfer.  This  Grammon  under- 
took to  do ;  and  perceiving  that  he  had  for- 
tunately made  so  strong  a  lodgment  in  the 
earl's  ffood  opinion,*  whose  interests  now 
bound  him,  in  a  measure,  to  Mr.  Gammon, 
he  thought  that  he  might  safely  quit  Yatton 
and  return  to  town,  in  order  to  attend  to  di- 
vers matters  of  pressing  exigency.  Before 
his  departure,  however,  he  had  a  very  long 
'  interview  with  Titmouse,  in  the  course  or 
which  he  gave  that  now  submissive  person- 
am a  few  simple,  perspicuous,  and  decisive 
directions,  as  to  the  line  of  conduct  he  was 
to  pursue,  which  alone  could  conduce  to  his 
permanent  interests,  and  which  he  enjoined 
him  to  parsue,  on  terror  of  the  consequences 
of  failing  to  do  so. 

The  Earl  of  Dreddlin?ton,  in  takin^leave 
of  Mr.  Gammon,  evinced  the  utmost  degree 
of  cordiality  that  was  consistent  with  the 
stateliness  of  his  demeanour.  He  felt  real 
regret  at  parting  with  a  man  of  such  supe- 
rior intellect,  such  a  fascinating  deference 
towards  himself,  (the  earl,)  and  it  elanced 
across  his  mind,  that  he  would  be  the  very 
fittest  man  that  could  be  thought  of,  in  re- 
spect of  tact,  energy,  and  knowledge,  to  be- 
oome  prime  minister  to— his  Serene  High- 
ness the  Prince  of  Hoch-Stiffelhausen'Nar- 


— ike  more  he  was  stniekwith  ittbsarilii 
and  the  oftener  thcry  presented  thenselfN 
to  his  mind's  eye,  tne  more  vivid  and  po«» 
ful  became  his  regrets  at  the  splitdng  oCds 
family  interests  which  had  eo  long  existoi, 
and  his  desire  to  take  advantage  of  wtal 
seemed  almost  an    opportunity  speoDj 
afforded  by  Providence  for  re-nnith]^  tha. 
As  the  earl  took  his  solitary  wuki,]M 
thought  with  deep  amnety  of  Ms  owa  t^ 
vanced  age,  and  sensihlj  inereMng  feeUt* 
ness.    Tke  position  of  his  afiairs  was  sa 
satisfoctory.    Then  he  left  behind  him  si 
only  child— -and  that  a  dan^ter— on  wka 
would  devolve  the  splendid  ^responsibifilf 
of  sustaining,  alone,  ttie  honoars  of  her » 
cient  family.    Then  there  was  his  nevljr 
discovered  kinsman,  Mr.  'Htmonse,  soIssh 
unembarrassed  proprietor  of  tiiis  fine  di 
family  proper^;  simple-minded,  and  ep» 
fiding,  with  a  truly  reverential  feeUng  t^ 
wards  them,  the  heads  of  the  frmily;  ito 
the  undoubted,  undisputed  proprietor  of  tkt 
borough  of  Yatton;  who  entertained  isi 
avow^  the  same  liberal   and  enlightesal 
political  oninions,  which  the  eari  had  sfv 
maintainea  with  dignified  csonsisteney  isi 
determination ;  and  who,  by  a  rare  coDJiV' 
tion  of  personal  merit,  and  of  circumstaatti 
had  been  elevated  to  the  highest  ^ikskd 
popularity  in  the  highest  regions  of  sodilf; 
and  who  was,  moreover,  already  next  ■ 
succession,  after  himself  and  the  Lady  (V 
cilia,  to  the  ancient  barony  of  Drelineosit 
and  the  estates  annexed  to  it.     How  liidi 
was  there,  in  realitjr,  to  set  against  all  As! 
An  eccentricity  of  manner,  for  wkick  » 
ture  only,  if  any  one,  was  to  blame;  at» 
dency  to  extreme  modishness  in  dress,  nd 
a  slight  deficiency  in  the  knowled^  of  Ai 
etiquette  of  society — but  which  daily  exi^ 
rience  and  intercourse  were  rapidly  snpfh- 
ing;  and  a  slight  disposition  towards  iw 
pleasures  of  ihe   table,  which  no  dodbl 
would  disappear  on  the  instant  of  his  h^ 
ving  an  object  of  permanent  and  elefstiil 
attachment.    Such  was  Titmouse.   Heks^ 
as  yet,  undoubtedly,  made  no  advances  II 
Lady  Cecilia,  nor  evinced  any  dispootiflB 
to  do  so;  numerous  and  favourable  kd 
been,  and  continued  to  be,  the  opportaaitiBi 
for  his  doing  so.    Might  not  this,  howefar* 
be  set  down  entirely  to  the  score  of  hit  a- 
cessive  diffidence— -distrust  of  his  preC» 
sions  to  aspire  after  so  august  an  ailiflMt 
as  with  the  Lady  Cecilia  1 — Yet  thcie  eff- 
tainly  was  anodier  way  of  accounting  ftr 
his  conduct:  had  he  got  already  entangiai 
with  an  attachment  elsewhere  1 — ^Ran  tAs 
society,  as  he  had  been, 


m 


ma 


renstein  Dumerleinberg! 

77ie  ionger  that  the  earl  continued  at  Yat- 
ton— ID  which    he  could  not  have  moT^\  VAaXVf  \ixi^T«K»i«ated  during  his  very  6a^ 
ihoraas^hly  established  Idnwetf  U  he  \mA  Vn\  attsvwir--\a>^  \aa  ^^"^quesia  \i«B^  eawi 
i^  ordianry  wzj  engaged  it  Cot  t^aanXxmua\^^^ 
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m  tfie  eari  dwelt  upon  this  dismal 
Llity,  if  it  were  when  he  was  lying 
in  bed,  he  would  be  seized  with  a  fit 
lerable  restlessness, — and  gettinj^up, 
himself  «in  his  dressing-gown,  and 
is  chamber  for  an  hour  together,  run- 
ryer,  in  his  mind,  the  names  of  all  the 
Q  he  knew  who  would  be  likely  to  lay 
for  Titmouse,  in  order  to  secure  him 
laughter.  Then  there  was  the  Lady 
»-3)nt  she,  he  knew,  would  not  run 
nr  to  his  wishes,  and  he  had  therefore 
Siculty  to  apprehend  on  thai  score, 
ad  ever  been  calmly  submissive  to  his 
had  the  same  loAy  sense  of  family 
y  that  he  enjoyed ;  and  had  often  con-. 
.  in  his  deep  re^ts  on  account  of  the 
ition  of  the  family  interests.  She  was 
omarried — and  yet,  on  her  fiither's  de- 
would  be  a  peeress  in  her  own  right, 
ossessed  ef  the  family  estates.  Tlie 
iQusness  which  alcne,  thought  the 
had  kept  her  hitherto  single,  would 
e  felt  pereuaded,  be  allowed  by  her  t(t 
sre  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  so 
ent  a  family  arrangement  as  would  be 
)d  bj^her  union  with  Titmouse.  Once 
m1— -and  he  having  secured  for  her 
1e  settlements  from  THtmouse-^-if 
should  prove  to  be  any  incompatibili- 
temper  or  discrepancy  of  disposition, 
tiie  worst  to  the  woret,  there  was  the 
r  of  a  separation,  and  separata  main- 
9e  to  look  to ;  a  thing  which  was  be- 
g  of  daily  occurrence— which  implied 
»roaeh  to  either  party— and  left  them 
s  at  liberty  to  return  to  each  other's 
y  when  so  disposed.  And  as  for  the 
and  mannera  of  'Htmouse,  granting 
to  be  a  little  extravagant,  would  not, 
probability,  a  word  from  her  suffice 
uee  him*  or  elevate  him  into  a  gentle- 
Thus  thought  her  fond  and  enlight- 
parent,  and  thus  thought  also  she; 
which  it  is  evident,  ttiat  Titmouse 
brought  to  the  point — made  sensible 
I  his  duty  and  hts  privilege  converged 
rould  be  a  straightforward  plain-sail- 
isiness.  To  brmg  about  so  desirable 
B  of  things  as  this — to  give  the  young 
9  an  opportunity  of  thoroughly  know- 
le  another,  and  endearing  themselves 
tch  other,  were  among  the  objects 
i  the  earl  had  proposed  to  himself,  in 
ting  the  invitation  to  Yattom 
ae  was  wearing  on,  however,  and  yet 
nsive  step  had  been  taken.  Lady  Ce- 
I  icy  coolness — her  petrifying  indiffer- 
of  manner,  her  phlegmatic  tempera- 
and  lofty  pride,  were  qualities,  all  of 
I  were  calculated  rather  to  check  tiian 
ng^  ihe  ^vad^ea  of  a  miitor,  esp^ 
9d9  ' 


cially  such  a  one  as  Titmouse ;  but,  thoagk 
the  earl  did  not  know  it,  there  were  othera 
whose  ardour  and  impatience  to  jpossesa 
themselves  of  such  superior  loveliness  could 
not  be  similarly  restrained  or  discouraged. 
Would  the  reader  believe,  that  Mr.  Venom 
Tuft,  having  been  long  on  the  look-out  for 
an  aristocratic  wife,  had  conceived  it  not 
impossible  to  engage  the  affections  of  Lady 
Cecilia — to  fascinate  her  by  the  display  of 
his  brilliant  acauirements ;  and  that  the 
comparative  seclusion  of  Yatton  would 
afford  him  the  reauisite  opportunity  for 
effecting  his  wishes  \  Yet  even  so  it  really 
was:  intoxicated  with  vanity,  which  led 
him  to  believe  himself  peculiarly  ftgreeable 
to  women,  he  at  length  had  the  inconceiva- 
ble folly  and  presumption,  on  the  morning 
after  an  evenii^f  in  which  he  fancied  that  he 
had  displayed  peculiar  brilliance,  to  intimate 
to  her  that  his  affections  were  n<s  longer  un- 
der his  own  control,  having  been  taken  cap- 
tive by  her  irresistible  charms.  Vain 
thought!  as  well  might  a  cock-spanow 
have  sought  to  mate  himself  with  tl^e  state- 
ly swan  r  It  was  for  some  time  rather  dif- 
ficult for  the  Lady  Cecilia  to  understand 
that  he  was  seriously  making  her  a  propo- 
sal. At  lei^^t  however,  he  succeeded; 
and  as  much  astonishment  as  her  drooping 
eyelids  and  languid  hauteur  of  manner  would 
permit  the  display  of,  she  evinced.  When 
poor  Mr.  Tuft  found  that  such  was  the  case, 
nis  face  bumfd  like  fire. 

"You  havenU  mistaken  me  for  Miss 
Macspleuchan,  Mr.  Tuft,  have  you  V^  said 
she,  with  a  faint  sly  smile.  **  You  and  Mr. 
Titmouse,  and  the  marquis,  I  hear,  sate 
much  longer  after  dinner  last  night  than 
usual!"  Tuft  was.  utterly  confounded. 
Was  her  ladyship  insinuating  that  he  was 
under  the  influence  of  wine?  He  was 
speechless. 

"I  assure  you,  Lady  Cecilia'* ^he  stam- 
mered. 

"  Oh — now  I  underatand ! — ^You  are  re- 
hearaingfor  Lady  Caudle's  private  theatri* 
calsl  Do  you  , play  there  next  month  t 
Well,  I  dare  say  you'll  make  a  delicioos 
Romeo."  Here  this  earl  happened  to  enter, 
Lady  Cecilia,  with  a  languid  smile,  apprised 
him  that  Mr.  Tuft  had  been  reheaning,  tb 
admiration,  a  love-scene  which  he  was  stu- 
dying against  Lady  Caudle's  theatricals; 
on  which  the  earl,  with  a  good-natured 
smile,  said  that  he  should  like  to  witness  it, 
unless  it  were  tog  much  trouble.  If  Mr* 
Tuft  could  have  crent  up  the  chimney  with- 
out being  observed,  he  could  have  employed 
the  firat  moment  of  repose  and  security  in 
praying  that  tlia  Lad^  OefC;)^  TX£i!^\\itai4^ 
heraelf  to  beVveve,  i^^X.  \a  Vj^  wfi^-^^fwr^ 
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doing  wbat  at  present  he  feared  she  only 
affected  to  believe.  He  resolved  to  outstay 
the  earl,  who,  indeed,  withdrew  in  a  few 
minutes*  time,  having  entered  only  for  the 
purpose  of  askin?  Lady  Cecilia  a  question ; 
and  on  her  ladyship  and  her  would-be  lover 
beinff  a?ain  alon^— 

•*  If  1  have  been  guilty  of  presumption. 
Lady  Cecilia" — he  commenced  with  trem- 
olood  earnestness,  looking  a  truly  piteous 
"object. 

•'Not  the  least,  Mr.  Tuft,**  said  she, 
«almly  smiling;  "or,  even  if  you  have,  I'll 
forgive  it  on  one  condition'*— 

'*Y  out  ladyship  has  ortly  to  intimate" 

«•  That  you  will  go  through  it  all  with 
Miss  Macspleuchan ;  or,  couldn't  we  get 
up  a  sweet  scene  with  my  maid  t  Annette 
is  a  pretty  little  thing,  and  her  broken  En- 
glish'*-— 

"  Your  ladyship  is  nleased  to  be  exceed- 
ingly severe;  but  I  feel  that  I  deserve  it. 
Still,  knowing  your  ladyship's  good-nature, 
I  will  venture  to  ask  one  great  favour, 
which,  if  you  refuse,  I  will  within  an  hour 
quit  Yatton;  that  your  ladyship  will,  in 
mercy  to  my  feelings,  mention  this  litUe 
scene  to  no  one.*' 

•'  If  you  wish  it,  Mr.  Tuft,  I  will  preserve 
your  secret,"  she  replied  in  a  kinder  and 
mbre  serious  manner  than  he  had  ever  wit- 
nessed in  her ;  and,  when  he  had  escaped 
into  solitude,  he  could  hardly  tell  whom  he 
hated  most— himself  or  the  Lady  Cecilia. 

Several  days  aflenvards,  the  Marquis 
Gants-Jaunes  de  Milleflenrs,  purposing  to 
quit  Yatton  on  his  waj  northwara,  sought 
a  favourable  opportunity  to  lay  himself — 
the  brilliant,  irresistible  marquis — at  the 
feet  of  the  all-conquering  Lady  Cecilia,  the 
future  Lady  Drelincourt,  peeress  in  her  own 
riffht,  and  mistress  of  the  family  estates. 
He  had  done  the  same  kind  of  thin?  half-«- 
dozen  times  to  as  many  women — ^allof  them 
of  ample  fortime,  and  most  of  them,  also,  of 
rank.  His  manner  was  exouisitely  delicate 
and  winning;  but  Lady  Cecilia,  with  a 
slight  blush,  ^for  she  was  really  pleased,) 
calmly  reftisea  him.  He  saw  it  was  utterly 
in  vain ;  for  a  few  moments  he  felt  in  an  un- 
^itterably  foolish  position,  but  quickly  re- 
covering himself,  assumed  an  air  of  deli- 
cate raillery,  and  put  her  into  such  good 
humour,  that,  forgetful  in  the  moment  of  her 
premise  to.  poor  Tuft,  she,  in  the  strictest 
cor/idence  in  the  world,  communicayKi  to 
the  marauis  the  offer  w4iich  Mr.  Tuft  had 
been  befi>rehand  with  him  in  making  her! 
The  marquis's  cheek  flushed  and  tingled  ; 
andf  without  be\Dg  able  to  %|\aV\xe  vvVi^l 
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andf  without  being  able  to  ^wxe  vjlk^vyot  nw  purpose,  sound  ntin< 
passed  through  his  mind,  the  Tesu\XN«»,wv\%\:^iV^X.  yVwi  \B\>wi.V>k%  i 
latolenble  feeUng,  as  if  be  and  Tu^  Nf  wc  ^\«6ift  wi\i\«i\r-.''«^  '^^  ^sax 


couple  of  sneaking  adrentuvert,  and  wom 
—of  exposed  adventurers.  For  almost  tb 
first  time  in  his  life,  he  felt  an  embarrassoMBt 
amid  the  momentary  conflictof  histboogim 
and  feelinfTS,  which  kept  mm  silent  At 
len^h,  *'  I  presume.  Lady  Cecilia,"  mi 
he  m  a  low  tone,  with  an  air  of  distreH, 
and  a  glance  that  did  more  in  his  bebilf 
with  Lady  Cecilia  than  a  thousand  of  kii 
most  flattering  and  eloquent  speechei,*'! 
shall,  in  like  manner,  have  afforded  amo» 
ment  to  your  ladyship  and  Mr.  Tuft!" 

"Sir," said  she,  haughtilTf  and  colo» 
ing, — Mr.  Tuft  and  the  Marquis  Gaolh 
Jaunes  de  Millefleurs,  are  two  veiy  differaiC 
persons ;  I  am  surprised.  Monsieur  le  Mih 
quis,  that  you  shoujd  have  made  sudi  u 
observation.*! 

He  felt  greatiy  consoled,  and  periedy 
secure  agamst  being  expoeed  to  Taft,ii 
Tuft  had  oeen  exposed  to  him.  Yet  bew« 
mistaken.  How  can  the  reader  torgiii 
Lady  Cecilia  for  her  doubla  breach  of  f» 
mise,  when  he  is  informed  that  a  day  or  tn 
afterwards,  Tuft  and  she  being  thrown  !»• 
gether,  partly  out  of  pity  to  her /ejected  ad 
bitterly-mortified  suitor,  and  party  froaii  , 
impulse  of  womanly  vanity,  and  partly  hm 
a  sort  of  glimpse  of  even-handed  justice, » 
quiring  such  a  step  as  a  kind  of'^repaaiia 
to  Tuft  for  the  exposure  of  him  to  the  ■l^ 

?|uis — she,  in  the  strictest  confidence,  i» 
ormed  him  that  his  example  had  been  &!• 
lowed  by  the  marauis,  forgetful  of  thit  Or 
cellent  maxim,  '*  oegin  nothing  of  vUek  { 
you  have  not  well  considered  the  end." 

It  had  not  occurred  to  her  ladyship  ■ 
being  a  thing  almost  certain  to  ensue  opoi 
her  breach  of  faith,  that  Tufl  should  ask  ki 
whether  she  had  violated  A£f  cbnfidem 
He  did  so ;  she  blushed  scarlet— and  tboofh, 
like  her  papa,  she  could  have  equivocan 
when  she  could  not  have  lied,  here  shews 
in  a  dilemma  from  which  nothing  butt  ft 
could  possibly  extricate  her;  and  in  a  c» 
fidexft  tone,  but  with  a  burning  cheek,  ill 
siihply  told  a  falsehood,  and  had  the  piit 
of  being  conscious,  by  Mr.  Tuft's  look,tiitf 
he  scarcely  believed  her.  Nothing  coiU 
exceed  the  comical  air  of  embarrassmoitif 
the  marquis  and  Mr.  Tuf^  whatever,  afte 
this,  they  were  alone  together  I  To  reliii» 
however,  to  the  Earl  of  I)reddlington,(wte 
was  really  in  ignorance  of  the  MarqaiB  ui 
Mr.  Tuit^s  proposals  to  Lady  Cecilia,]  Ai 
difficulty  which  at  present  harassed  bis  m- 
ship  was,  how  he  could^  without  conoid 
mieing  his  own  dignity,  or  injuring  his  a^ 
ling  scheme  by  a  premature  devuopeMit 
of  nis  purpose,  sound  Titmouse  upon  tki 
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MhB  ead  torned  oyer  and  oYet  again  in  his 
mind.  Now  be  it  obseired,  that  when  a 
aoddle-headed  man  is  called  upon  at  length 
to  &et,  howejer  long  beforehand  he  may 
bave  had  notice  of  it— howeyer  assured  of 
the  neeeasity  there  will  be  (or  eyentually 
taking  one  course  or  another,  and  conse- 


kani 


ne  course 
qaently  enjoying  an  ample  opportunity  for 
eon8ideration,.he  remains  cohtused  and  ir- 
lesolute  up  to  the  yeir  last  tm/ant— -when 
he  acts,  alter  all,  merely  as  the  creature  of 
caprice  and  impulse, — 'twas  thus  with  Lord 
Dreddlington.  He  had  thought  of  half-a- 
dooen  dilerent  ways  of  commencing  with 
Titmouse,  and  decided  upon  adopting  each; 
Yet,  when  the  anzioaslv-looked  tor  moment 
had  arrived,  he  lost  sight  of  them  all,  in  his 
inward  floster  and  narrowness. 

*Twas  noon,  and  Titmouse,  smoking  a  ci- 
LT,  was  walking  slowly  up  and  down,  his 
inds  stuck  into  his  surtout  pockets,  and 
lestang  on  his  hips,  in  the  fir-tree  walk  at 
the  eiM  of  the  garden— the  spot  to  which  he 
•eemed,  during  the  stay  of  his  mnd  guests, 
to  haye  been  tacitly  restricted  lor  the  enjoy- 
ment of  that  luxury.  When  the  earl  saw 
1h^X  Titmouse  was  aware  that  his  lordship 
had  observed  him,  and  tossed  aside  his  ci- 
gar, the  earl  ^'begged"  he  would  go  on,  and 
tried  to  calm  and  steady  himself,  by  a  mo- 
laent's  reflection  upon  his  overwhelming 
auperiority  over  Titmouse  in  every  respect; 
but  it  was  in  vain. 

Now  what  anxiety  and  embarrassment 
would  the  earl  have  been  spared  had  he  been 
aware  of  one  little  fact,  that  Mr.  Gammon 
was  unconsciously,  secretly,  and  potently 
^his  lordship's  friend  in  the  great  matter 
which  lay  so  near  to  his  Heart  1  For  so  it 
in  truth.  He  had  used  all  the  art  he 
master  of,  and  availed  himself  of  all 
mysterious  p9wer  over  Titmouse,  to  get 
him  at  all  events  to  make  an  advance  to  his 
distinguished  kinswoman.  Considering, 
iMiwever,  how  necessary  it  was  "  to  be  on 
with  the  old  love  before  he  was  on  with  the 
new,'*  he  had  commenced  operations  by  satis- 
fying  Titmouse  how  vain  and  hopeless,  and, 
indeed,  unworthy  of  him,  was  his  passion 
is^  poor  Miss  Aubrey.  Here,  however. 
Gammon  had  n<h  so  much  difficulty  to  con* 
tend  with  as  he  had  anticipated ;  for  Miss  Au- 
brey's image  had  been  long  agojostled  out  of 
his  recollection,  by  the  innumerable  brilliant 
aiMl  fashionable  women  among  whom  he 
had  been  latteriy  thrown.  Vnien,  there- 
foe.  Gammon  informed  him  that  Miss  Au- 
biey  had  fallen  into  a  decline ;  and  that, 
sioieover,  when  he  (Gammon)  had  accord- 
ing to  his  promise  to  Titmouse,  taken-  an 
opportunity  of  pressing  hia  wishes  upon 
insr,  aft«  bid  acomfally  scouted  the  b«re  na- 


tion of  such  a  thing;  all  of  which  was,  of 
course,  Mr.  Gammon's  pure  invention. 

**  »Pon-rmy  soul!  The— devil— she 
did !"  said  Titmouse,  with  an  air  of  inso- 
lent astonishment.  ^'The  gal's  a  devilish 
pretty  jgal, no  doubt,**  he  presently  continued, 
blocking  the  ashes  off  his  cigar  with  an  in- 
different air ;  «*  but-r-it's  too  good  a  joke— 
•pon  my  souHt  is;  but  d'ye  think,  Gand- 
mon,  she  ever  supposed  I  meant  marriage  ¥ 
By  Jove!"  Here  he  winked  his  eye  at 
Gammon,  and  then  slowly  expelled  a 
mouthful  of  smoke.    Gammon  haa  grown 

f»ale  with  the  conflict  excited  within,  by  the 
ast  words  of  the  execrable  little  miscreant. 
He  controlled  his  feelings,  however,  and 
succeeded  in  preserving  BUence. 

"Ah — ^well!"  continued  Titmouse  after 
another  whiff  or  two,' with  an  air  of  com- 
miseration, "  if  the  poor  gal's  6ooAe<2— eh  ! 
it's  no  use ;  there's  no  harm  done.  Devilish 
poor,  all  of  'em,  I  hear !  It's  d— d  hard, 
by  ^e  way.  Gammon,  that  the  prettiest 
gals  are  always  the  soonest  picked  off.'* 

As  soon  as  Gammon  had  completely  mas- 
tered his  feelings,  he  proceeded  to  excite 
the  pride  and  ambition  of  Titmouse,  by  re- 
presentations of  the  splendour  of  an  alli- 
ance with  the  last  representative  of  so  an- 
cient and  illustrious  a  house;  in  fact,  when 
Gammon  came,  he  said,  to  think  of  it,  he 
found  that  it  was  too  grand  a  stroke,  and 
that  she  would  not  entertain  the  notion  for 
a  moment ;  that  she  had  refused  crowds  of 
young  lords ;  thmhe  would  be  a  peeress  of 
the  realm  in  her  own  right,  with  an  ind^ 
pendent  income  of  JE5000  a  year ;  mansions, 
seats,  and  castles,  in  each  of  the  four  quai^ 
ffts.pf  the  kincfdom : — topics  such  as  these 
excited  and  indated  him  to  the  full  extent 
desired  by  Mr.  Gammon,  who,  moreover— 
that  was  the  great  topic  of  his  last  interview  ' 
with  Titmouse,  befbre  leaving  Yatton,  as  I 
have  already  apprised  the  reader — with 
great  solemnly  of  manner,  gave  him  dis 
tinctly  to  undferstand,  that  on  his  being 
able  to  effect  an  alliance  with  the  lady  Ce- 
cilia, absolutely  depended  his  continuance 
in,  or  expulsion  from  the  possession  of  the 
whole  Yatton  property.  Thus  it  came  to 
pass,  that  Titmouse  was  penetrated  by  a  far 
keener  desire  to  ally  himself  to  the  Lady 
Cecilia,  than  ever  the  earl  had  experienced 
to  bring  about  such  an  auspicious  event 
and  at  the  very  moment  of  Titmouse's 
catching  sight  of  the  earl,  while  pacing  up 
and  down  the  fir-tree  walk,  inhaling  the 
soothing  influence  of  his  cigar — as  I  a  short 
time  ago  presented  him  to  the  reader— he 
was  tormenting  himself  with  a3^T^Ys«c«^Vstdk 
that  such  a  miie  'w^a  \»o  «^cma^  ^ot  Vvm 
,  to  draw,  and  %a)uxi^\i\iKMM.>X»  -^^svb^ks^^ 
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leeuning  question,  how,  in  the  name  of  all 
that  was  fiinny,  could  he  set  the  thinff  a 
going  t-<-When  Greek  met  Greek,  then 
came— it  waa  said— -the  tog  of  war :  and 
when  the  Earl  of  Dreddlington  and  Tit- 
mouse—a great  fool  and  a  little  fooL— came 
to  encounter  each  other— each  impelled  by 
the  same  wishes,  and  restrained  by  similar 
apprehensions— it  was  like  the  encounter  of 
two  wily  diplomatists,  sitting  down  with 
the  intention  of  outwitting  each  other,  in  ob- 
taining an  object,  in  respect  to  which  their 
aim  was,  unsnown  to  each  other  in  fact, 
precisely  coincident,  this  hidden  coincidence 
being  the  exact  point  which  their  exquisite 
manoBuvres  had  succeeded  in  reciprocally 
masking,  it  being  ouite  possible  for  Talley- 
rand and  Pozzo  di  Borgo,  pitted  against 
each  other,  under  similar  circumstances,  to 
separate,  after  a  dozen  long  conferences, 
each  having  &iied  to  secure  their  common 
object— peace. 

**^elj,  Mr.  THUnouse"— commenced  the 
earl,  blandly,  springing  at  once,  with  grace- 
ful boldness,  out  ofthe  mist,  confusion,  and 
perplexity  which  prevailed  amonffst  his  lord- 
ship's ideas— >HirXa<  are  you  thifudng  abo^uP 
For  you  seem  to  be  thinking  !'*  ana  a  cour- 
teous little  laugh  accompanied  the  last 
words. 

**  'Pon— *pon  my  life— I— &eg  your  lord- 
ship's pardon— hut  it's— 4nonstrous  odd 
your  lordship  should  have  known  it" — 
stanmiered  Titmouse;   his  face  suddenly 

Sew  of  a  scarlet  colour.  *' Sir,"  replied 
e  earl,  with  greater  skill  than  he  had  ever 
evinced  in  his  whole  life  before— such  is 
the  effect  of  any  one's  being  intensely  in 
earnest—^*  it  is  not  at  all  od^  when  it  hap- 
pens that— the  probability  is — that— we 
are,  perhaps— mind,  sir,  I  mean  possibly — 
thinking  about  the  same  thing !"  Titmouse 
grew  more  and  more  confined,  gazing  in 
silence,  with  a  strange  simpering  stare  at 
his  noble  companion,  who,  with  nis  hands 
Joined  behind  him,  was  walking  slowly 
along,  with  Titmouse. 

**  Sir,"  continued  the  earl,  in  a  low  tone 
— breaking  a  very  awkvrard  pause— *<  it 
gives  mb  sincere  satisfaction  to  asssure  you, 
3iat  I  can  fully  appreciate  the  delicate 
embarrassment  which  I  perceive  you  are 
now" — —  » 

^  My  lord — your  lordship's  most  tmeon*- 
mon  polite"— quoth  Titmouse,  suddenly 
taking  off  his  hat,  and  bowing  very  low. 
The  earl  moved  his  hat  also,  and  slightly 
bowed,  with  a  proudly  gradfied  air;  and 
a|rain  occurred  a  little  pause,  which  was 
broken  by  Tjlmonse* 


^  Sir,  I  hAve  the  honoor  to  aMsn  j«, 
tha^  as  far  as  /  am  oonoemed,  1  «e  » 
obst " 

^Yes — but  excuse  me,  my  lord— «w 
lordship  sees— I  mean — my  iord,  your  loii 
ship  sees        " 

«<  Sir,  I  think— nay,  T  believe  I  i2o,'*-«- 
terrupted  the  earl,  wishing[  to  relieve  tti 
evident  embarrassment  of  his  eompanlioa- 
(« but— I  see  nothing  that  should  alarm  yos.* 

How  interesting  to  w^tch  the  mvstBiM 
process  by  which  these  two  powerml  mail 
were  gradually  approximating  towards  »> 
derstandin^^  each  other  f  Twas  a  soft  of 
equation  with  an  unlqiown  quantity,  io  km 
course  of  evolution ! 

**  Doesn't  your  lordship,  indeed  f  m 
quired  Titmouse,  rather  briskly. 

'*  Sir,  it  was  a  saying  of  one  of  the  mt 
—I  mean,  sir,  it  is— you  mast  often  uw 
heard,  sir — in  short,  nothing  venture^  » 
thing  haveJ*^ 

**  rd  venture  a  precions  deal,  my  loid,  if 
I  only  thought  I  could  eret  what  Pm  after!* 

*' Sir  1"  exclaimed  the  eari,  condenesl 
ingly. 

•  **  If  your  lordship  would  only  be  so  p« 
ticular — so  uncommon  kind — as  to  msi 
the  thinff  to  her  ladyship— by  way  6f~^ 
my  lord!  A  sort  of  breaking  the  ice,  ai 
all  that ^ 

'*  Sir,  I  feel,  and  have  a  jast  pride  ia  » 
suring  you,  that  the  Lady  Cecilia  is  a  yonf 
lady  of  that  superior  deUcacy  of- — 

^^Doa  your  lordship  really  think  Pfit 
ghoit  of  a  chance  t"  mtermpted  TitnooHb 
anxiously.  **Sht  must  have  named  di 
thing  to  your  lordship,  no  doubt-«h,Bf 
lord!"  I 

This  queer  notidn  of  the  young  ladfi 
delicacy  a  little  staggered  her  distingniM 
father  for  a  moment  or  two.  What  ms  la 
to  say  1  She  and  hehadteally  oftenasMi 
the  thing  to  each  other;  and  here  the qp» 
tion  was  put  to  hini  plumply.  The  Md  ' 
scorned  a  flat  lie,  and  never  eondesccodii 
to  equivocation  except  when  it  was  afas»' 
lutely  necessary. 

<«Sir,"  he  said,  hesitatingly;  *^^sMi^ 
edly— if  I  were  to  say — that  now  and  thfls, 
when  your  attentions  have  been  so  foak 
ed" 

•«  'Pon  my  life,  my  lord,  I  never  mesat  it; 
if  your  lordship  will  only  believe  me,"  ii 
tempted  Titmouse,  earnestly;  ^I  bc|  t 
thousand  pardons— I  meant  no  hana,  sf 
lord." 

"  Sir,  ^ere  is  no  harm  done,"  ssid  A* 
eari  kindly.    ^Sir,  I  know  hunnn  Ml«* 
too  well,  or  I  have  lived  thua  long  to  M 
*«77ieD  jonr  lordship  ihui2kBU'w\!l\^oV^W\a:vKM^T»A.  ^  be  aware  that  we  us  M 
i^  in^oirM  raiy  ^eepisUyt  Wt  «icdo\u^3.\^'«v]^\sftaKet  ^^mx  ^^uMiSs^** 
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«TlHi^«  cneilT  it,  mj  lord! 
bat  jovr  lonMiip^s  hit  tho  thing! 

M  Do  not  imagine,  Mr.  TitmoiiBe,  that  I 
dunk  yoor  attentions  may  have  hoen  fff»- 
pkammt  to  tho  Lady  Cecilia— by  no  means; 
I  eannot,  with  troth,  say  any  snch  thing!** 

**Oh,  my  lord!**  exclaimed  Tltmoase, 
taking  oflf  his  hat,  bowing,  and  placing  hia 
hand  upon  hia  breast,  where  his  little  heart 
was  palpitating  with  anosoal  f(»ce  and  dis- 
tinctness. 

M  FaifU  keartj  says  the  proreib,  Mr.  Tit- 
mouso  ah,  ha  !**  qooth  the  earl,  with  gentle 
gaye^. 

^  Yes,  my  lord,  1t^  enoogh  to  make  one 
(hint,  indeed!  Now,  if  your  lordship— 
,  (Pm  not  need  to  the  sort  of  thing,  my  loni !) 
-vwouldjost  make  a-sort  of  beginning  for 
me,  my  lord,  with  the  Lady  Cicely— to  set 
«s  goinff,  mT  lord— -the  least  shore  woald 
do,  my  lord.'* 

«•  Well,  Mr.  Tltmonse,**  said  the  earl, 
with  a  gracious  smile,  **  since  your  modesty 
is  so  orerpowering— 1*11  tnr-— to-^eoome 

{oar  ambassador  to  the  Lady  Cecilia.  If, 
Ir.  Titmouse,**  his  lordship  presently  add- 
ed, in  a  serious  tone,  *'yoa  are  fortunate 
MMogh  to  succeed  in  engagiikgr  the  affec- 
tions of  the  Lady  Cecilia,  you  will  disooTor 
dkat  you  have  secured  indeed  an  invaluable 
prize." 

*«  To  be  sure,  my  lord !  And  consider,  too, 
ber  ladyship's  uncommon  high  rank— -it's 
sc  particular  condescending.— By  the  way, 
nsT  lord,  will  she»-*if  she  and  1  can  hit  it 
M,  so  as  to  marry  one  anoAer—be  called 
JI&9.  Titmou9e^  or  shall  I  be  called  Lord 
JUmou$e  ?  I  wonder  how  that  will  be,  my 
»loidt  TisonlTr  your  lordship  understands, 
on  Lady  Ciceiy*8  account,  1  ask,  because 
it's,  in  eomse,  all  one  to  me  when  once 
we're  married.** 

The  earl  was  gazing  at  him  as  hs  went 
on,  with  an  expression  of  mingled  sornrise 
and  concern :  presently,  however,  he  added 
with  calm  seriousness,  ^8ir,  it  is  not  an 
anreasonable  question,  though  I  should 
bare  imagined  that  you  con]d  hardly  have 
been— 4>ut— in  short  the  Lady  Ceciha  will 
retain  her  rank,  and  become  the  Lady  Ced- 
Itt  Titmouse— that  is,  daring  my  lira :  but, 
on  my  demise,  she  succeeds  to  the  barony 
'.  of  Drelinooort,  and  then  will  bo  called,  of 
eoarse.  Lady  Drelincourt.*' 

M  And  what  ahall  /  be  then,  my  lord  !*' 
inqoired  Titmouse,  eagerly. 

••  Sir,  yoa  will  of  oomse  continue  Mr.  Ti^ 


me,mylofd,bq^itdo^4  soQudat  all  Ilhs 
man  «nd  wifo**— — 

**  Sir,  ao  it  always  has  been,  and  will  be, 
and  so  it  ever  ought  to  be,**  rsplied  ths  eaf  1 


^:^- 


•««Pon  my  lile,my  lord-«hall  I  indeed  !*" 

1^  intermptsd,  with  a  crest-lhllen  air,  '*  Mr. 

and  Lady  Dnlineonrtl    Excuse 


gU  bpit,  my  loid,  (excuse  me,  my 
lord  V— but  mamase  is  «  very  serioos  thing, 
my  lord,  your  loruhip  knows." 

'*It  is^  sir,  indeed,**  replied  the  eari, 
gloom  visibly  ovdrspreadin^  his  features* 

«« Suppose,*'  oontmoed  Titmouse,  ^  htudf 
Cic^y  should  die  before  me.** 

The  Mil  remaining- silent,  fixed-on  Tit- 
mouse the  e^e  ef  a  Father— a  father,  though, 
js  very  foolish  one;  aiid  presently,  wiUp^ 
sensible  tremor  in  his  voice,  replied,  **lSir, 
these  are  raAer  singular  questions  but,  in 
such  a  mournful  contingency  as  the  one  yqu 
have  fainted  at*'— 

*'  Oh,  n^  lord !  I  humbly  beg  pardoih— 
of  comae,  I  should  h^  *poa  my  soul,  my 
lord,  most  uncommon  spnry**— -intemipted 
Titmouse,  with^a  litllo  al|inn  in  his  manner. 

**  I  was  saying,  sir — ^that  insueh  an  evSnt, 
if  Lady  Drelinoourt  left  no  issue,  you  would 
succeed  to  the  basony ;  but,  should  she  leave 
issu^  ikuBj  will  be  oalled  Itonoarable**- 

«« What !— *  the  Honourable  Tittlebat  Tit- 
mouse,' }£  it's  a  boy,  and  ^the  HonoaT^le 
Cecilia  Titmoosef  if  it's  a  girl!" 

**Sir,  it  will  w  so— unless  you  should 
choose,  to  ta^e  the  name  and  arma  of  Drsd- 
dlington,  on  marrying  the  sole  heiiess"*-^ 

««0h!  indeed,  mv  Idvdt  'Pen  my  life, 
my  lord,  that's  worth  considering"— beomise 
I  a*n*t  over  and  above  pleased  wHh  my  own 
name.  What  will  it  cost  to^diange  it  now, 
myloidr* 

«« Sir,**  said  the  eari,  struck  with  the  idea, 
*<  that  is  reallj  a  matter  worth  considering. 
In  a  matter  of  that  magnitude,  sir,  I  presume 
that  expense  would  not  be  a  matter  of  as- 
rious  consideration.** 

After  aome  further  eonvsraation,  the  earl 
cam^plnmp  upon  the  great  pivot  upon 
whim  the  whde  anangement  was  to  torn 
— eettleinents  and  Jointurss  oh,  as  to  fAtm, 
Titmouse,  who  was  recovering  from  the 
shock  of  ths  discovery  that  his  marriage, 
however  it  might  degrade  the  Lady  Cedfia, 
would  not  emiobio  him— promised  even 
thing— would  leave  eveir  thing  in  the  hands 
ofhis  lordship.  Soon  afterwards  they  s<ipft- 
rated;  the  earl  suggesting  to  him«  that  pro- 
bably in  a  matter  of  infinite  delieac^,  like 
that  on  which  they  had  been  ostoversmg,  he 
would  keep  his  own  counsel^^to  which  also 
Titnoose  pledged  bunself.  Sboa  after- 
wards,  and  before  seeing  his  daqghler,  wil^^ 
an  anxious,  but  not  an  excited  air,  be  orde^ 
ed  his  hone  «ni  took!  a.  \»D%  Mft^^MT^n^iw^ 
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tflbd  cnhr  If!  kk  gnoiii9  aiiA  if  anrtr  m  his 
wbols  life  he  had  attempled  sttiaus  iixrLaG- 
Tioir,  itwmt  oatke  oecMion«f  thit  same 
Jong!,  alow,  and  aoUlaiif  lide ;  tbea,  ht  the 
first  time,  he  forgot  his  peerage,  and  thought 
«dj  olthe  mmT  md^taafailheir. 

Battowbatpupeae?    SlKirtlyalki  hia 

return,  he  sought  the  Lady  Cceilia,  and  per- 

.fonaod  his  pnwiise,  bj  prejiaring  her  to  re- 

ceiTe,  probablj  on  thamaaing  day,  the  pra- 

poaah  o(  Tittlsbajt  Titmoosb. 

The  desired  opportanhy  occaited  the  next 
day.  Titmouse  had  atept  like  a  top  all 
night,  aAersoaeking  in.  his  bed-room  a  mat 
many  cigara,  and  drinkng  two  or  ourae 
tnmblera  of  biaady  aad  water;  but  Ladv 
Caoilia  bad  passed  a  Tsry  naoasy»  and  al- 
laoataalaeplaaB  niffht,  and  did  net  make  her 
appearance  at  .the  Dreakfest4able*  Under- 
attoiding,  however,  that  h»  ladyship  was 
m  the  diawing-room  and  aloae^  aoont  iioon» 
Tltmouaa,  who  had  bestowed  duiinf[!  the  in- 
tsrral  mom  than  usual  pains  anon  his  dross^ 
gentfy  opened  the  door,  and  ooaemng  that 
she  was  alone,  reeliaag  on  the  aofbi  with  a 
andden  boating  of  the  heart,  closed  Iha  doer 
and  approaebra  her,  bowing  profoundly.-^ 
Poor  Lady  Ceoiiia  immediately  sate  iip» 
Tsry  jwle  and  tremblings 

^  (jrood-moning,  good  momTngi  La^ 
Cieely,**  ooasaMneeJ  Titmooae,  taking  a 
ehair  and  sitting  down  in  it,  plump  oppo- 
site to  her. 


««Said  haM  break  te^  iaa  MmC 
Hera^enautd  another  pause.  **  E?wy  baiy 
nmst  have  a  beginnings  jo«  kasar,  *P(a 
my  aolenm  honouor,  all  Iw  aasd  abaatHsb 
:  quile  tnie.^'  ProfiMiadiy  m  waa  Lsdy  (V 
cilia  depieased*  tUxe  loaKed  up  at  TiSBoni 
Ibra  moment  with  eridentaiivpiiai.  *^How, 
Lady  Cicely,  }ost  aa  bat  wean  fnead^diii^ 
he  teU  you  aomething  very  partieolar 
m09  DidnH  haf  Ehr'  She  madi 
no  answer. 

**  I  dare  ear.  Lady  Cioaly*  though  ^ 
how  yea  look  aad  enoogh,.  you  a*»'t  wmd 
to  see  me  beret  Eh?  'Diere'smaojmi 
many  a  woman  m  Landon  that  wonld--hi 
it'a  no  use  new.  'Pow  my  aonl  1  lera  jrw, 
I  do^  Lady  Cicely  ;*'  afaa  arenibled  Ttdaody, 
for  he  waa  drawing  hiB  ohair  nearer  Is  ha. 
She  lelt  siok— siek  abaoat  to  daath. 

**  1  know  ilf  a— it^a  »  aaoiiatatoua  onpht- 
sant  piece  of— I  mean  it*8  an.  awkn 
tiling  to  do;  but  I  hope  yoa  lore  flie»  htij 
Ci^y^  eht  a  litdar*  Her  head  ftaiy 
down,  and  »  veiy  aei^ding'  tear  ooaad  as 
and  trickled  down  bar  ehaek.  ^  Hope  fsi 
ar'n't  sonryy  dear  Lady  Cicely  1  iSa  aaa 
ttneommo»  proud  and  happyl  Cami,!*' 
dy  Cieely.'^  Ha  took  the  thin  wbHe  W 
that  waa  naaveat  him,  and  laiaed  it  ti  fee 
llpa:  had  hia  Mosptioa  been  mdy  t  ttii 
keener,  he  could  not  have  failed  to  peraia 
a  feint  tfaiill  panrada  Lad  j  Cecilia  at  k 
performed  diiaaot  of  ^aUanWy,  aad  aa «• 


<*  You  arenU  well  thia  morasag,  ate  you,  [  pmasion  of  featnrea  which  looked  laiysd 
Lady  Cieely  t'*aaid  ha,  obsenring  how  paiie 
aha  looked,  and  that  she  did  not  aeem  dis- 
posed to  apeait* 

**  I  am  quite  well,*'  she  replied  In  a  low 
tone;  and  then  eadiwaa  aitent. 

^  It'a  beginnii^  to  look  like  winter  a  lit- 
tle, 9hf  Lady  Cieelyt"  aaid  ha,  aAet  an 
ambarrassinff  pause,  looking  through  the 
windows,  ^fwas  an  oTereaatdi^  and.  a 
strong  wind  waa  atripping  the  aere  and  yel- 
low leaTea  in  great  numbers  fiom  the  l&hn 
tveeswhioh  were  not  for  distant,  and  which 
gave  forth  a  nmhrnoholy  raahtng  moaning 
sound ;  and  another  paaae  eoaaeSL 

•^Certainly  it  in  getting  mthar  chaciiess," 
lepliad  Laoy  Cenlia.  Titmoiiaa  tamed 
pale;  and^twirting  hia  luageraiiBhiahair, 
fixed  moB  heraato^  and  neat  eaabairaaa- 
ing  loolE,  under  which  her  efea  foU  towards 
the  giouad,  and  ramaiaad  lookaBg  in  that 


Ml^I-Oiopa  hia  lordabip'b  beeaaning 
a  good  word  for  ma^  LadT  CeoUial" 

•*BfT  fofther  mantionsd  year  namato  me 
yaataidayt'*  aha  npliad^  tnmbli«g 

«*'FoQ  layaoolt  monMwiwilniAr  aiii 


like  disgust  He  had  aaaa  love 
the  stam^  fiequantly,  and,  «s  ha  had  m 
lovara  do  there,  he  now  dvopped  down  ai 
one  knee,  stttl  holdin|^  Lady  Cecilia's  hmi 
in  his,  and  proasiag  itaaeeood  timetoyi 
lips. 

*«If  your  ladyahip  will  only  flaaks 
so  happy— as  to  be— mr  w^H-^p«-  ^ 
Itfo,  you're  welcome  to  dl  I  base;  and  yoi 
may  consider  tins  plaea  eatinly  yov  oea! 
Do  yott  undewtand  ma,  deaiest 
Coaae!  *Pom  my  li£»^'na  unite 
«-deyon  love  me.  Lady  CioJy  1  Oaiy  m 
ttie^word*"  A  foin»— a  very  foint.  aoaai 
iaauad  foom  her  lin»— «twaa ''  Yea."  Oh, 
poor  Lady  Csciliat 

^^-Hien,  as  true  aa  6od'»  in  heaven,  d« 
,;al,  I  love  IFoo,"  aaid  ha,  with  ardoeraai 
enaify;.  and  naing  ftoaa  hia  Imse,  beaHi 
down  beside  her  upon  the  sofi^— plsceim 
arm  rooad  her  waist,,  and  with  Ids  ochft 
band  grasped  hers— and— imprintsd  a  kin 
upon,  the  paia  oheek  which  had  beea  » 
haughtily  withdrawn  from  the 
cue  adwmoss  of  the  MaoRyda  de 
and  from  aome  haif<d< 
ti  w'Wxgol  wem  aaen  of  lii^  naol 


\' 
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aoeomplidinieiitB— >of  intelleet^of  con- 
•ideraole  foitnne— of  good  fiunily;  but 
in  her  opinion,  and  that  of  the  eim,  her 
fiither,  not  of  family  good  etiffufk^  nor  foi^ 
tune  eonaiderable  entn^gh^  to  entitle  them  to 
an  alliance  with  her. 

**  *Pon  my  lifot  Lady  Cicely,  yon  are  a 
moat  lanAj  gal,**  (juoth  Titmouae,  with  in- 
cwaaingeneigy  end  usiyit  you're  aU  ray 
oim!  Thoani  I  am  only  plain  Mr.  Tit- 
raonaefandyoull  be  Lady  Cicely  aiiih  ru 
make  voa  a  good  haaband  !*'  and  again  he 
praaed  her  mund  and  kiaaed  her  cold  cheek. 
But  riow  and  duU  aa  wece  the  Lady  Ceei- 
lift'a  feeUnga,  they  weve  becoming  too  moch 
eseiled  to  admit  of  her  contiaoiBg  much 
longer  In  the  room. 

«<rm  amn'  yoa'U  eionae  mai  Mr.  TLi* 
neuee,**  aaid  ahe^  itsing  and  apealiing 
qoidci/  and  MtiAj.  when  ahe  had  re- 
gaiOMi  har  roooi,  ana  wept  biMeriylbr  up* 
wwda  of  an  hour;  and  MiflftMaaaMeoehtn, 
wile  knew  ML  weU  the  eame  ot  it,  knew 
liM  how  ID  ooMsIa  one  who  had  ao 
tmtlf  pnatndad  hamlf  befim^tht  Ud 


little  Inittpa  of  Maiomeip;  who,  in  degradiiig 
heraelf,  'had  alao— and  Miaa  Macaplen- 
chan*a  boaom  awelled  with  wounded  pride 
and  indignation  at  the  thought— -degnded 
her  whole  aex.  In  due  time,  however,  the 
JkifofOt  d  morning  foahionable  London 
newapafier,  thua  announced  to  the  publie 
the  auaptoioQa  e^ent  which  1  have  ao  iaith 
fallv,  feelkig  much  pain  the  while,  deaci^bed 
to  the  reader: 

*<It ianuMnied  that  Mr.  Titmouae^  who 
80  lalttly  leooTered  thereiy  large' estates  of 
Yatt(m,  ifli.Yorkahire,  and  whose  appear- 
UBce  in  the  fashionable  worid  has  created 
so  great  a  sensation;  and  who  is  already 
oonaected,  br  eoManguinitv,rWith  the  an- 
cient and  neble  family  of  Dreddlington,  ia 
aboal  to  foima.cloaer  alliance  with  it,  and 
i»  new  iheuacoepiad  suitor  of  the  tovely.  and 
aoeompUshed  Lady  Cecilia  Philippe  Loch 
peldimi  Plantagei^  ade  daumiter  and 
tieiMaof  th«]£(ght  HoiL  thoBaH  ofDred* 
dlii^gtoB,  and  neat  in  succession  to  the 
banny  of  Drelineourt,  the  moat  ancient,  we 
bolinve^  in  the  kingdom.** 


/ 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


Behold  now,  patient  and  refieetinff  read* 
er — ^for  in  yodr  eyes  it  is  anxbusly  desired 
that  this  history  (however  imperfeetlj 
fliven)  may  find  raroar — the  dreadfal — the 
de8)>erate  reTeree  in  Mr.  Aubrey^s  cireuin- 
stances.  He  has  suddenlj  fallen  from  a 
▼ery  comnfandingr  position  m  society:  from 
that  of  a  high-bom  £nglif)h  gentleman,  pos- 
sessed of  a  fine  unencumbeied  hieome,  and 
til  of  luxury  and  splendour,  and  of  opportu- 
nity for  gratifying  a  disposition  of  noble 
munificence,  that  it  can  securfr-^md  whose 
quaJifibations  and  prospe<its  justified  him  in 
aspiring  to  the  highest  senatorial  distinc- 
tion :— -behold  him,  I  say,  with  his  beloved 
and  helpless  family,  sunk — Slower  tiian  into 
straitened  circumstances  —  beneath  even 
pOYerty — into  ddU — and  that  of  a  hopeless 
description ! — seeincr  that  no  one  can  be  so 
secure,  but  that  all  wis,  or  something  of  the 
like  kind,  may  one  day  or  other  happen  to 
him,  'tis  hoped  that  it  will  be  found  neither 
uninteresting  nor  uninstructiye  to  watch 
carefully  and  closely  the  present  condition 
and  conduct  of  the  Aubreys. 

Bound  hand  and  foot— so  to  speak— as 
Mr.  Aubrey  felt  himself,  and  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  Mr.  Titmouse  and  his  solicitors, 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  what 
eould  he  but  submit  to  almost  any  terms  on 
which  they  chose  to  insist  t — ^It  will  be  re- 
eollected  that  Mr.  Gammon*s  proposal  was, 
that  Mr.  Aubrey  should  forthwith  discharge, 
witiiont  scrutiny,  tiieir  bill  of  £3946,  14f. 
M;  giro  sufiicient  security  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sum  of  J8l0,000  to  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse, within  twelve  or  eighteen  montiis' 
time,  and  two  promissory  notes  for  tiie  sum 
of  £5000  each,  payable  at  some  future  pe- 
riod, as  to  which  he  had  to  rely  solely  on 
the  sincerity  and  forbearance  of  Mr.  Gam- 
mon, and  the  ratification  of  his  acts  by  Mr. 
Titmouse.  This  proposal  was  duhr  com- 
municated by  tiie  unfortunate  Aubrey  to 
Messrs.  Runnington,  who  obtained  a  fort- 
night's time  in  which  to  deliberate  upon  it; 
at  the  end  of  which  period,  he  was  adrised 
by  them  to  accept  the  proposed  terms  as  un- 
questionably fair,  and,  unaer  circumstances, 
much  more  lenient  than  could  hayebeen  ez- 


ISf.,  the  latter  to  £75af     And  how 
Mr.  Aubrey  and  his  fiunily  to  Mve  in  the 
meanwhile,  and  how,  nuH-eoyer,  were  to 
be  met  the  expenses  of  his  logal  edses- 
tiont    As  was  intimated  in  a  fomer  put 
of  this  history,  all  that  Mr.  Aubrey  had,  m 
settling   in   London,   was    £3000  stock 
(equal  to  £9640  of  money)  and  £423  is 
his  banker's  hands; — so  that  all  his  cadi 
in  hand  was  £3063 ;  and  if  he  were  to  d»> 
^rote  the  whole  of  it  to  the  discharge  of  ^ 
three  attorneys'  bills,  which  he  owed,b 
would  still  leayea  gross  babmoe  nnpiM 
of  £3310,  6t.  6d. !    And  yet  for  kirn  to 
talk  of  gwing^  ucurity  for  the  payment  of 
£10,000  withm  eighteen  months,  aad  hii 
own  notes  of  hand  for  £]0/N)0  move!   It 
was  really  almost  maddening  to  sit  dova 
and  coptemplate  all  this.    Bat  he  could  aol 
fold  his  arms  in  impotence  and  de^aii^' 
he  must  look  his  difinculties  straight  in  thsj 
face,  and  do  the  best  that  was  in  hispovsr./ 
He  resolyed  to  deyote  eyenr  &rthing  is 
had,  except  £200,  to  the  fiquidatioB  of 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Ganmion,  and  Snap's  a^ 
count,  and  (in  smaller  proportion)  or  tboM 
also  of  Messrs.  Runnington  and  BCr.  Pto^ 
kinson :  if  necessary  he  resolTed,  thoiisk 
his   heart  thrilled  with   ansruish  at  ns 
thought,  to  sell  his  books,  and  the  renunni 
of  old  family  plate  that  he  had  preserrd. 
Then  he  would  strain  eyery  nenre  to  cos- 
tribute  towards  the  support  of  himself  voi 
of  his  family— -poor  oppressed  sool !— by  Iw 
literary  exertions,  in  every  moment  tiiat  k 
could  spare  from  his  legal  stodies ;  and  pne- 
tise  the  seyerest  economy  that  was  consistnc 
with  health  and  the  preseryation  of  a  reapeel' 
able  exterior.     He  resolyed  also,  tiiosgk 
with  a  shudder,  to  commit  himself  to  Gao^ 
mon  and  Titmouse's  mercy,  by  handing  to 
them  (thoug^  a  fearful  farce  it  seemed)  hii 
two  notes  (?  hand  for  £10,000    paymt  m 
demand^ar  such  Gammon  intimated  vai 
usual  in  such  a  case,  and  would  beieqain' 
in  the  present  one.    But  whither  was  he  to 
look  for  security  for  the  payment  of  £lO^ 
within  eighteen  months'  timet    Hus  «ai 
a  matter  Siat  indeed  staggered  him,  and  al- 
most prostrated  his  energies  wheneyer  bs 
directed  them  to  the  subject;  it  occasioned 
him  inexpressible  agitation  and  aoffoish- 
Indiyiduals  there   were,   he  belie?ed— te 


pected.  This  miglit  be  so;  but  yet  how  dis- 

ms/iflor  and  hopeless  to  Am  the  idea  of  him 

atrryia^jtintoeflTect!  How^indMi^vHuiiio 

ie  donet  First  of  all,  how  wereMeMTa.Uun-\Vik««~>NiVLtk  nv^xM.  ^.^eerfully  enter  into  tlis 
tungtotM*  and  Mr.  Parldnson'a  UUa  to\»\^«at«^  «w«^tvN3  wi\«» 
for  rid  o£-tiie  fomier  mmoan^nK  to  ft\^oAtD«iV«rj— wv^viA  Vsk^^vsqin  ^«^^ 
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•1o  he  uked  to  secure  hU  pBjmeiit  of  the 
•iim  at  tlie  ttine  nMsntioned,  was,  in  effect, 
palpably  asking  them  to  pay  the  money  for 
nim«  and  in  that  light  they  could  not  bnt 
Tiew  such  an  application.  The  reader  will 
easily  uoderatand  the  potency  of  such  con- 
siderations upon  so  8en8iti?e  and  high- 
minded  a  person  as  Aubrey.  While  re- 
volving these  distracting  and  harassing 
topics  in  his  mind,  the  name  of  Lord  De 
la  Zoueh  always  presented  itself  to  him. 
Had  he  not  solemnly — repeatedly— ^/ee^gec^ 
himself  to  communicate  with  that  kind  and 
wealthy  and  generous  nobleman,  in  such  an 
emergency  as  the  presenti  His  lordship's 
income  was  at  least  eighty  or  a  hundred 
thousand  nounds  a  year;,  his  habits  were 
simple  and  unostentatious,  though  he  was 
of  a  truly  munificent  disposition;  and  he 
had  not  a  large  and  expensive  family— his 
only  child  b^ing  Mr.  Delamere.  He  had 
AVer  professed,  and,  as  far  as  he  had  hitherto 
had  an  opportunity,  proved  himself  to  be  a 
devoted,  a  most  affectionate  friepd  to  Mr. 
Ap&MPejr:— did  not  Providence,  then,  seem 
to  point  him  out  distinctly  as  one  who 
should  be  applied  to,  to  rescue  from  destruc- 
tion a  fallen  friend !  And  why  should  Au- 
hrey  conjure  up  an  array  of  imaginary  ob- 
stacles, arising  out  of  excessive  and  morbid 
fastidiousness  t  And  whom  were  such 
scruples  reducing  to  destitution  along  with 
liimf — ^his  wife,  his  children,  his  devoted 
and  noble-minded  sister!  But,  alas,  the 
thought  of  sweet  Kate  suggested  another 
source  of  exquisite  pain  andembarrassment 
to  Aubrey,  who  well  knew  the  ardent  and 
inextinguishable  passion  for  her  entertain- 
ed by  ^oun^  Delamere.  'Twas  true,  that 
to  pacify  his  father,  and  also  not  to  grieve 
or  harass  Miss  Aubrey  by  the  constant  at- 
tentions, with  which  he  would  have  other-' 
wise  followed  her,  he  had  consented  to  de- 
vote himself  with  great  assiduity  and 
ardour  to  his  last  year^  studies  at  Oxford ; 
yet  was  he  by  no  means  an  infrequent  visi- 
ter at  Vivian  Street,  resolutely  regardless 
of  the  earnest  entreaties  of  Miss  Aubrey, 
and  even  of  her  brother.  Not  that  there 
was  any  thing  indelicate  or  obtrusive  in  his 
attentions ;  how  could  it  be  %  Alas  I  Kale 
really  loved  him,  and  it  required  no  very 
grest  aenteness  in  Delamere  to  discover  it. 
He  was  as  fine,  handsome  a  young  fellow  as 
you  could  see  anywhere;  frank,  high-spirit> 
ed,  accomplished,  with  an  exceedingly 
elegant  deportment,  and  simple,  winmiig 
maimers— and  could  she  bnt  be  touched 
with  a  lively  sense  of  the  noble  disinterest- 
edness of  his  attachment  to  her !  I  declare 
that  Kate  wrote  him  several  lettters  in  dis- 
sossiao  of  his  addietteSf  that  wore  such  a 
geBifiae  Mod  detenaiaed  air  of  jep 

SB 
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would  have  staggered  most  men;  but  youtiB 
Delamere  qired  not  one  straw  for  any  of 
them:  let  Kate  vary  her  tone  as  she 
pleased,  he  simply  told  her  that  he  had 
sent  them  to  his  mother,  who  said  they 
were  very  good  letters  indeed ;  so  he  woald 
mak^  a  point  of  reading  all  she  would  send 
him,  and  so  forth. 

When  Kate  with  too  solemn  an  emphs- 
sis  to  be  mistaken  or  encountered  with 
raillery,  assured  him  that  nothing  upon 
earth  should  prevail  upon  her  to  quit  her 
present  station  in  her  brother's  family,  at 
all  events  until  he  had  completely  sqiw 
mounted  all  his  troubles,  Delamere,  with 
looks  of  fond  admiration,  would  reply  thst 
it  signified  nothing,  as  he  was  prepared  to 
wait  her  pleasure,  and  submit  to  any  ca- 

firioe  or  unkindness  #hich  her  heart  wouU 
et  her  exhibit.  I  must  own  that  po6r  Kate 
was,  on  more  than  one  occasion  of  his  exhi- 
biting traits  of  delicate  generosity  towards 
her  brother,  so  moved  and  melted  towards 
her  lover,  that  she  could— shall  I  say  it!— . 
have  sunk  into  his  arms  in  silent  and  pas^ 
sionate  aoqnieseence;  for  her  heart  had, 
indeed,  long  been  really  his.  Now,  I  say, 
when  Mr.  Aubrey  adverted  for  a  moment  to 
this  state  of  things,  was  it  not  calculated  a 
thousand-fold  to^ihancethe  difilcnlty  of  his 
applying  to  the  father  of  Delamere  7  So  in* 
deed  it  was;  and,  torn  with  confiictinf 
emotions  and  considerations  of  this  kino, 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  fortnight  granted  to 
him  lot  ddiberation  had  elapsed,  before  he 
could  make  up'  his  mind  to  apply  to  Lord 
DelaZonch.  At  length,  however,  he  detef> 
mined  to  do  so )  and  when  he  had  dropped 
into  the  post-offiee  his  letter— one  in  every 
line  of  which  the  noble  and  generous  person 
to  whom  it  was  addressed  might  easily  d^ 
tect  the  writhings  of  its  writer^s  wounded 
spirit  and  broken  heart— he  looked  indeed  a 
melanchdy  object.  The  instant  that,  by 
droppinff  his  letter  into  the  box,  he  had  irre> 
coverabfy  parted  with  all  the  control  over  it, 
and  to  Ix>ra  De  la  Zooch  it  must  go,  Aubrey 
felt  at  if  he  would  have  given  the  world  to 
re^l  it.  Never  had  he  heaved  so  many 
profound  sighs,  and  felt  so  utterly  miserable 
and  destitute  as  during  his  vralk  homeward 
U^at  afternoon.  There  they  did  not  know  of 
the  step  he  had  intended  to  take,  nor  did  he 
tell  them  that  he  had  taken  it.  When  he  saw 
his  sister  he  felt  sick  at  heart;  and  durins 
the  whole  of  the  evening  was  so  oppressed 
and  subdued,  that  the  faint  anxious  raillery  ' 
of  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Kate,  and  the  uneon> 
seious  sportiveness  of  his  children,  served 
only  to  deepen  the  gloom  that  was  ato^^A 
hn  nirit.  He  iaj\  T«q^«Mi  \iRst^  \^\k 
Zoaohlo  addtesa  \»3a«B«w«i\o  V&ss^^  -^"^ 
Temple; 
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•Mr.  Ashwy  found  ^rinff  oo  Mb  dMk,  on 
fethtng  the  Temple  in  uie  morBin|f,  a  let- 
ter addreesed  ^Chariee  Aabsey,  &q.,  at 
«-i^- Weasel'fl,  Eea^  No.  3,  Pomemnate 
OonrtfTemple,  London;"  and  franked,  ^  Da 
Ui  Zquob." 

«*Iehrilietampie8en^,*'8aidIlftr.  Au- 
brey to  the  cleik,  with  as  muehealraneasas 
•he  oonld  asanme,  having  pat  the  letter  into 
bis  pocket,  resolTing  to  |[o  into  the  Temple 
Ijmena  and  there  Temi  it,  where  any  emo- 
tumi  which  it  might  excite  woold  be  nn- 
lObienred.  Having  a;t  length  seated  himself 
«na  bench,  under  one  of  the  old  trees  near 
the  river,  with  a  somewliat  tremnloos  hand 
he  took  out  and  opened  the  letter,  and  read 
m  follows  : 

•«FoUMr<Bgliui  OmUi.  Iflth  Jair,  1»-. 
**  Mt  Very  dear  Aubrey, 

**  if  you  really  value  vow  frienddiip,  never 
najnnjy  feeUngs  again  by  expressions  of 
lustnist  as  to  the  issus  of  otiy  application  of 
Toujs  to  me,  such  as  an  eontauied  in  your 
letter  now  lyinff  before  me.  Has  any  ming 
that  has  ever  hitherto  passed  between  us 
justified  themt  For  Heaven's  sake  tell 
your  attorneys  not  to  lose  a  moment  in  pro- 
•orinj^  the  neoessaiy  instruments,  and  for- 
warding them  tome  through  Meseis.  Fram^ 
Ungham,  my  lawyers;  I  will  then  execute 
tbmi  immediately,  and  return  Aem  to  you 
by  the  next  post  or  mail.  If  you  will  but  at 
once  set  about  tins  in  a  husiiiess4ike  way, 
I  will  forgive  and  forget  all  the  absurd  and 
uMnd  scruples  witti  which  your  letter 
abounds.  Since  yon  would  properly  make 
a  miffhty  stir  about  it,  I  shall  not  at  present 
dweU  upon  the  inexpreuUde  pkaaur^  it 
would  give  me  to  tie  allowed  to  exonerate 
you  at  <Nioe  from  the  vulgar  and  grasping 
vietohee  who  are  now  hurassing  you,  my 
very  dear  Aubrey,  and  to  constitute  myself 
your  creditor  instead  of  them.  But,  on  fo^ 
ther  consideration,  I  8iq>pose  yon  would 
distress  yourself  on  <he  ^una  of  my  re- 
t/triikd  meam  rendering  it  so  much  more 
diflKcult  for  me  than  for  them  to  give  you 
time  for  the  payment  of  your  deu ! !  Or. 
will  you  play  the  man,  and  ast  at  once  in 
the  way  m  which,  I  assure  yon,  upon  my 
honour,  I  would  act  by  you,  on  a  similar  so- 
licitation, were  our  situations  reversed  t  By 
the  way,  I  intend  to  insist  on  being  your 
MoU  miretjfi  unless,  indeed,  your  creditors 
doubt  my  solvedcy,  in  which  case  I  hope  we 
shall  be  able,  amongst  our  common  friends, 
to  find  a  sufiLAent  co-eur<y. 

^  And  now,  dear  Aubrey,  how  get  you  on 
miib  law  I    Does  she  snule  or  soowl  tnj^n 


is  the  gentleman  whom  you  am  TBifil| 
witfi!  He  certainly  has  ndwr  a  eanssi 
name !  Well,  my  dear  Aubrey,  Heaven  ii 
its  own  good  time  crown  your  viitaeuei^ 
foits— your  uncoiMjuerable  veeolutiou  m'Hk 
success !  Won*t  it  be  odd  if,  when  I  ae 
dead  and  rone,  and  my  son  is  ouenpyiatsiy 
present  placs  on  the  benches,  yon  shoiud  Is 
sitting  on  the  woolsack  t  More  unlikfliv 
things  ihxa  this  have  eome  to  pass:  loot 
at— >!  How  are  dear  Mrs.  Anbnytsl 
Miss  Aubrey,  and  your  little  ones  ?  Tboagb 
we  are  going  in  a  fortnigbt's  time  to  fill  tui 

old  place,  (the s,  the ,  sad  the 

.■s,  and  others,  are  eoming,)  woskaHbi 
till  then  quite  deserted,  and  so  after  they  eie 
gone.  Would  that  we  eould  insist  on  all  ef 
you  taking  up  your  abode  with  as!    Hive 


you  seen  Oeoimy  lately  1^  He  tells  nethsl 
he  is  wofkingr  very  hani  indeed  at  Oxfoid; 
and  so  Miys  his  tutor.  It  is  mors  thsn  efw 
I  did.  Pray  write  by  return.  I  am  tif% 
my  dear  Aubrey,  yours,  foathfnlly  sad  af 
fectionatsly, 

•«  DS  LA  ZOVCB. 

^Ohamjcs  Aobbst,  Esq. 

^  P.  S.  On  further  consideration,  let  ynr 
people  send  the  deeds,  dec*,  at  once  on  tojsi^ 
direct  from  themselves;  —'tis  a  prinU 
matter,  which  is  of  no  consequence  to  nf 
one  but  ourselves.  No  one,  indeed,  exoift 
ourselves,  your  own  solicitors,  snd  Tosrup* 
ponents,  need  know  any  thing  shout  iL 
Neither  Lady  de  la  Zouch  nor  my  son  vfl) 
have  the  least  inkling  of  the  matter.^ 

No  language  of  mine-can  do  joatiee  tete 
foelings  with  which  Mr.  Aubrey,  after  muf 
pauses,  occasioned  by  irrepressible  ens 
tion,  perused  the  foregoing  letter.  Ite  gea» 
rosi^ was  infiaitelyenhanoed  by  its  defr 
cacy;  and  both  were  most  exqidsitely  if* 
preciated  by  a  man  of  his  sosoeptibility,  tsi 
In  his  circumstaaces.  His  eyes— -his  hesrt 
overflowed  with  unutterable  gratitude  %> 
wards  the  Almighty,  and  the  noUeiuBSS' 
mentofhis  mercy.  He  would  havellowi 
on  the  wings  of  (he  wind  to  the  dear  bemfi 
in  Vivian  istreet,  with  ioyons  fooe  and  li|^ 
elastio  step,  to  make  uiem  partieipaton  is 
his  joy.  He  rose  and  walked  to  and  frebf 
the  river  side  with  most  exhilarated  spiiiia 
l^e  sky  was  clondless ;  the  sun  shone  l^ifl* 
liantly;  and  innumerable  brisk  and  biar 
craft  were  moving  to  and  fro  upon  the  fiweli* 
ing  bosom  of  uie  magnificent  llisniis. 
Gladness  was  in  his  soul.  The  fi^twid»- 
out  wss  typical  of  that  within.  Setenl 
times  he  was  on  the  point  of  starting  effle 
Vivian  Street;  but,  on  eossideratiott,  be  le* 


fou  t  I  wonder  why  you  did  not  ^  In  ikMsV  «ic\y«^  \o  ^  \^  ^^sa^t^  ^^umington,  sal 
ioammiihhea/l,  and  becomo  at  once  n  n«oHL\i«^^*«cn  V«to  \^^eteiX  tsniBssii»k«i&i^V^ 
mynz  ikkitdt  the  Attmief  ^QonsiA.  .Nv\iD\¥LelMM«  %q^^^  ^^^ibosmk  vh^  ^ca^^ 


rxj9  THOvaAKB  A  year; 


m  Iwrniff  bean  mX  im  imu  MiSvi 
lest  poMme  settlemeDty  Mr.  Aubrey 
ed  to  ehtmberSt  bat  quitted  tbem  to 
earlier  than  asoal,  to  br^bten  tbe 
inancea  of  tboee  he  lored  by  the  joy* 
atelliffenee  he  bore.  But  he  found 
ley  alao  had  cheering  news  to  com- 
ate;  to  that  this  was  indeed  a  ineni»- 
iay  to  them. 
Lady  Stratton,  an  early  and  bosom 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Aubieyt  had,  it  may 
bs  believed,  nerer  ceased  to  take  a 
interest  in  the  fortunes  of  the  unhappy 
ys.  She  was  now  so  far  advaaDed 
lis;  and  though  ^le  enjoyed  an  ample 
6,  derive  frnn  the  liberality  of  ner 
nd.  Sir  Beryl  Stratton,  baronet,  who 
ied  some  twenty  or  thirty  years  before; 
aving  no  children,  and  seeing  no  ne- 
f  for  saving*  money,  she  had  followed 
>ble  example  of  her  deceased  friend 
Aubrey,  wad  bestowed  annually  all 
Tphis  moome  in  the  most  liberal  and 
aatie  charity.  Many  years  before, 
rer,  she  had  resolved  upon  making  a 
ion  for  Miss  Aubrey,  whom  she  lov^ 
he  had  been  her  mother;  andtheezpe- 
ihe  had  resorted  to  (quite  unknown  to 
ibrey  s)  was  to  insure  her  life  for  the  sum 
S,odo,  the  whole  of  which  sum  she  had 
ed  to  bequeath  to  Miss  Aubrey. 
>  premiums  on  so  large  an  insurance 
I  were  heavy  annual  drains  upon  her 
;  and,  wi^  her  long^continuea  (^ari« 
nd  the  expenditure  necesssry  to  sup* 
er  station,  left  her  but  stinted  means 
ntributixiff  to  the  relief  of  the  mined 

rs.  Wim  some  difficulty,  however, 
lady,  in  one  way  or  another,  princi- 
by  effecting  a  loan  from  the  insurance 
iny  upon  her  policy,  had  contrived  to 
s  sum  of  £2000;  and  Miss  Aubrey 
at  morning  received  a  letter  from  her 
r  tenderness,  be^gin?  her  to  present 
m  in  question  (for  which  Lady  Strat- 
d  lodged  a  credit  with  her  bankers  in 
ii)  to  her  brother  Mr.  Aubrey,  to  dis- 
f  as  he  pleased — trustinsr  thatitmi^ht 
ctual  in  relieving  him  nom  the  diffi- 
I  which  were  more  immediately  press- 
ion  him.  Never  had  they  spent  so 
an  evening  together  sinoe  they  had 
1  Yatton.  In  the  excitement  of  the 
sven  Aubrey  felt  foe  a  while  as  if  they 
aw  their  way  through  all  their  etn- 
sments  and  dangers.  Can  the  reader 
«  what  must  oayb  been  the  feelings 
ts  Aubrey  whei^  she  first  heard  of,  and 
ards  redected  upon,  the  princely  mo- 
ice  of  Lord  De  la  Zouch  1  If  he  can, 
fell— 4t  is  mere  thaa  L  an  eqnal  to 
t>JV'  7%o/  kept  ber  awake  jbom 
ilftbenight;  bm  wbfm  ^  apyjirpct 


at  bmkibst,  her  fafMbar*s  qunk:«y«  da- 
tected  in  her  countenance  the  feraoes  of  a 
severe  conflict  of  feeiii«a. 

With  him  also  mu£  of  the  «xctlsaient 
occasioned  by  the  two  oocurreoces  abovs 
mentioned,  had  disappeared  by  the  time 
that  he  took  his  seat  m  his  little  study  at 
his  usual  early  hour.  First  of  all,  he  fiilt 
very  uneasy  in  rooetvmg  so  large  a  soa 
fiom  Lady  Stratton,  whom  he  knew  not  to 
be  rioh^-at  all  eventa,  not  rich  enough  to 
part  with  so  considerable  a  sum  without  in- 
convenience ;  and  he  resolved  not  to  accept 
of  her  profiRsred  kindness,  unless  shs  would 
allow  iiim  to  transmit  to  her  his  bond  foar 
the  amount,  together  with  interest.  Surely 
this  was  an  unnecessary  step;  yet  where  is 
t^  a(bn  who,  on  all  occasions,  acts  pre- 
cisely as  a  calm  and  reflecting  observer  of 
his  condu<A  long  tflertoardi^  could  have 
wished  him  to  act  1  One  must  make  allow- 
ance for  the  feelings  which  prompted  him-^ 
those  of  a  highly  honourable  and  indepen- 
dent and  over-seositive  man,  who  felt  him- 
self oppressed  already  by  the  weight  of 
pecumaiy  obligation  which  he  had  incurred, 
and  sought  for  the  semblance  of  relief  to  hia 
feeling,  by  receiving  that  as  a  loan  only 
which  had  been  nobly  proffered  as  a  gift; 
and  thus,  as  it  were,  in  point  of  fact  destroy- 
ing all  the  grace  and  courtqpy  of  the  bene- 
factions; but  it  is  useless  discussing  the 
matter.  I  regret  that  Mr.  Aubrey  snould 
have  allowed  himself  to  be  influenced  by 
such  considerations:  but  so  it  was— and 
poor  old  Lady  Stratton  was  informed  by 
mm  in  a  letter  certainly  abounding  in  ex- 
pressions of  heartfelt  gratitude  and  affec- 
tion, that  he  had  avaued  himself  of  her 
generous  assistance,  but  only  on  the  terms 
of  his  being  allowed  to  deposit  his  bond  for 
the  repayment  of  it,  with  interest,  with  her 
solicitors;  earnestly  trusting  that,  ere  long, 
he  should  be  enabled  to  fulfil  his  engage- 
ments to  all  who  had  assisted  himT 

This  seasonable  assistance  enabled  him 
to  make  the  following  arrangement  for  liqui- 
dating the  sums  due  on  account  of  the  tre- 
mendous attorneys'  bills : 

Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and 

Snap's  bill  was,  -  -  JB3946  14  6 
Messrs.  Runningtons*  -  1670  IS  0 
Mr.  Parkinson's,        •       •         756    0  0 

These  were  his  liabilities.  Then  his 
assets  were : 


Money  in  the  funds,  - 
Money  at  his  banker's. 
Advanced  by  Lady  Stratton, 


-     X:9640 

43a 


IJ^S^ 


Am  sons  m  \k\  buMl  mte  ^!^a%.ivM^^ 


TKN  THOUSAND  Jl  YEAR. 


BtatemeBt  on  a  slip  of  paper  eaily  in  the 
mofning  in  his  stady,  he  averted  his  eye 
from  it  for  a  moment  with  a  sort  of  cold 
fliiiidder.  Were  he  to  devote  every  farthing 
of  assets  that  he  had,  he  still  could  not  come 
witiiin  JBl3iO  odd  of  his  mere  attorneys' 
bills.  What  was  he  to  do  t  The  result  of 
a  long  and  anxious  morning's  calculation 
and  scheming  was  to  appropriate  dS4000  of 
his  assets  thus— (if  he  could  prevail  upon 
his  creditors,  to  be  for  the  present  content 
with  it:) 

To MessrA.  Quirk,  Gammon&Snap,  £2500 
Messrs.  Runnington,  -  -  -  1000 
Mr.  Parkinson,  -       -        -       -         500 

^64000 

If  this  arraneement  could  be  effected,  then 
he  would  be  able  to  reserve  in  his  own  hands 
£1063 f  and  retain  liabilities  as  under: 

Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and 

Snap's  (balance,)         -        Jei446  14  6 

Messrs.  Runnington's  (ditto,)       670  13  0 

Mr.  Parkinson's  (ditto,)       -        356  0  0 

je3373  6  6 

Heavy  was  his  heart  at  beholding  this  re- 
sult of  even  the  most  favourable  mode  of 
putting  his  case :  but  he  placed  the  memo- 
randa in  his  pocket-book,  and  repaired  to 
his  dressing-room;  and  having  completed 
his  toilet,  appeared  at  breakfast  with  as 
cheerful  a  countenance  as  he  could  assume. 
Each  of  the  three  assembled,  perceived, 
however,  that  the  others,  were  striving  to 
appear  gay  and  happy.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  wiSiin  a  week's  time,  Messrs.  Run- 
nihgton  received  the  necessary  security  from 
Loni  De  la  Zouch,  who  had  thereby  bound 
himself  in  the  penal  sum  of  JS20,000  that 
Mr.  Aubrey  should,  on  or  before  the  34th 
day  of  Januanr,  18-— ,(that  is,  in  eighteen 
months'  time  m>m  the  date  of  the  bond,) 
pay  the  principal  sum  of  dS  10,000,  with  in- 
terest at  5  per  cent. ;  and  this  instrument, 
together  with  Mr.  Aubrey's  two  promissoiy 
notes  for  J65000  each,  and  also  cash  to  the 
amount  of  J82500  in  part  payment  of  their 
billy  having  been  delivered  to  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon  and  Snap— who,  after  a  great  deal 
of  reluctance  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Quirk, 
finally  consented  tr  allow  the  balance  of 
£l  446 14f .  6c{.  to  sWnd  over — they  delivered 
to  him  first  a  receipt  for  so  much  on  account 
of  their  own  bill ;  and  secondly,  an  instru- 


mhustrators,  all  bther  dininda  wtetsMW, 
(t.  e.  other  than  the  said  sum  of  £2Q^m) 
By  this  arrangement,  Mr*  Aubrey  was  t^ 
lutely  exonerated  from  the  sum  of  MAQ^Mi, 
in  which  he  stood  indubitably  indebted  to 
Mr.  Titmouse,  and  so  far  he  had  just  caw 
for  congratulation.  But  was  not  his  shil 
tion  still  one  calculated  to  depress  and  alans 
him  more  and  more  every  time  that  he  cot* 
templated  it!  Where  was  he  to  find  int 
sum  requisite  to  release  Lord  De  Is  Zomk 
from  any  part  of  his  d readful  1  iabiliiy  t  F« 
with  such  a  surety  in  their  power  as  tbi 
great  and  opulent  peer,  was  it  likely  tbtt 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  SnaptWosU 
be  otherwise  than  peremptory  and  infleiiUe 
when  the  day  of  payment  arrived  !  And  i 
so,  with  what  feelings  must  Mr.  Aubrej  m 
his  noble  and  generous  friend  called  opti 
to  pay  down  nearly  ^1 1 ,000  for  him !  Ad 
was  he  not  liable  at  any  noonient  upon  Ui 
own  two  notes  for  dS5000  each  1  And  voi 
they  tiot  likely  to  insist  speedily  on  the  dii- 
charge  of  their  own  serioos  balaaes  of 
jei446  oddst  How  likely  that  penos 
s^ch  as  they  and  their  client  were  rep*' 
sented  to  be,  would,  as  soon  as  they  deeody 
Cpuld,  proceed  to  extiemities  with  him,ii 
the  confidence  that  the  sight  and  -the  mmi 
of  his  agonies  would  call  in  poweifoi  ni 
affluent  friends  to  his  assistance  % 

Still  pressed,  as  indeed  he  was,  his  wpA 
had  by  no  means  lost  its  elasticity,  up* 
ported  as  he  was  by  a  powerfol,  an  oao» 
querable  will  and  also  by  a  devout  rehasei 
uponthe  protection  of  Providence.  TV*^ 
law  is  indeed  an  exhansting,  an  abs«taf 
study,  and  it  was  pursued  by  Mr.  Anfct^ 
with  unflagging  energy,  yet  he  found  tiai 
(those  who  choose  may  find  time  eaoagli 
for  every  thing^  to  contribute  sensibly  H 
the  support  or  nimself  and  his  faroilj  \ff 
literary  labours,  expended  principally  «f«B 
compositions  of  an  historical  and  poliuni 
character,  and  which  were  forwarded  hm 
time  to  time  to  the  distinguished  Retifv 
which  has  been  already  mentioned.  Ti 
produce,  as  he  produced,  articles  o{f^^ 
scription— of  considerable  lenirth  and  fi» 
que^cy-requirine  readv,  ^ttensife,  i«l 
accurate  knowledge,  and  careful  compos 
tion;  original  and  vigorous  in  their  o» 
ceptions  and  their  execution,  and  By  ihv 
intrinsic  merit  arresting,  inunediately  <* 
their  appearance,  the  attention  of  the  po^ 
lie;  I  sa^,  to  do  all  this,  and  only  in  tte 
precious  intervals  which  ought  to  have  bett 
given  to  the  relaxation  of  his  strained  bt^ 
ties  and  physical  powers— -and  nndsr  ds 
pressure  too  of  such  overpowering  anxii^ 


mmtt  by  which  Tittlebat  Titmoosa^  for  the 

cnnsidentioiM  therein  expTeB8ed,AvAT«mVBi6^V%&Ni«»  \tt»r- wsgoaA.  «oxely  the 
•eieaso,and  for  ever  quit  claim,  unto  C\i»x\«a\otiaaVTK\ft«5«R^^s»-4&'%.^^^ 
Aabrejf  him  hete,  esooaum^  and  c^ChiBS  aJiAxai^V^tMR^xiiaaa. 
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I  this  while,  moreover,  he  contrived  to 
fve  an  unruffled  temper — which,  with 
n  of  such  sensihilites  as  his,  alTorded 
d  a  signal  instance  of  self-control; 
in^  short,  on  all  these  ^rounds,  Mr. 
ej  appears  entitled  to  the  sympathy 
respect  of  all  reflecting  persons.  I 
3  of  his  anxieties.  Suppose,  thoucht 
ealth  should  fail  him,  what  was  to  be- 
of  him,  and  ofthose  absolutely  depen- 
upon  himt  Suppose  illness  should 
le  the  dear  members  of  his  family, 
was  in  prospect  but  destitution— or 
ndering  tnem  up— bitter  and  heart- 
ing contingency! — ^to  the  precarious 
ty  of  others  1  What  would  avail  all 
uiaustin?  labours  in  the  acquisition  of 
ssional  Knowlege,  while  his  liberty 
entirely  at  the  command  of  Mr.  Tit- 
e,  and  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and 
,  who  might,  at  any  moment,  actuated 
lercenary  motives,  or  impelled  by  ca- 
,  blight  all  his  prospects,  and  incarco- 
lim  in  a  prison  I  Yet,  under  this  bur- 
-to  adopt  the  language  of  Sir  Henry 
nan  on  an  analogous  occasion,  **  fion 
item  solum^  ted  perpeiuit  humerU  msti- 
tm*^ — Mr.  Aubrey  stood  firmly.  He 
lat  he  was  called  upon  to  endure  it;  a 
ed  spirit,  ever,  as  it  were,  beside  him, 
pering  the  consolatory  assurance,  that 
lis  was  ordered  and  designed  by  the 
;me  Disposer  of  events,  as  a  trial  of 
instancy  and  of  his  faith,  and  that  the 
was  witfi  him.  It  is  mercifully  or- 
d,  that  «*hope  springs  eternal  in  the 
in  breast,"  and  that,  too,  in  every  turn 
irariety  of  mortal  misery.  It  was  so 
Aubrey.  So  long  as  he  felt  his  health 
paired,  and  his  mental  energies  in  full 
ir  he  looked  on  these  blessings  as  a  sort 
arantee-from  Heaven  that  he  should  be 
to  carry  on  a  successful,  though  it 
t  be  a  long  and  wearisome  struggle 
adverse  circumstances.  Still  it  cost 
a  venr  painful  effort  to  assume  and 
rve  that  exterior  of  tranquillity  which 
Id  calm  and  assure  the  beloved  beings 
lated  with  him  in  this  hour  of  peril  and 
ring ;  and  oftener  than  they  chose  to  let 
enow  of  it,  did  the  keen  eyes  of  a  vnfe's 
lister's  love  detect  the  gloom  and  op- 
'ion  which  darkened  his  countenance 
saddened  his  manner, 
leirs  was  after  all,  with  all  that  I  have 
a  happy  little  home.  He  was  almost 
ys  punctual  to  his  dinner  hour,  to  a  mi- 
,  knowing  how  a  thousand  fears  on  his 
uAt  would  otherwise  assail  the  fond  be- 
who  were  counting  the  minutes  till  his 
"al.  When  ihey  had  once  thus  fP'>t, 
never  aepnnted  till  hed'time,  Som&- 
Mi8B  Aubrey  woald  n't  down  to  her 
3m  9 


piano,  and  accompany  herself  in  some  song 
or  air,  which  equally,  whether  meriy  or 
mournful,  revived  innumerable  touchinff 
and  tender  recollections  of  former  days,  ana 
she  often  erased,  tremulously  and  in  tears, 
in  which  she  was  not  unfrequently  joined  by 
both  of  those  who  had  been  listening  to  her. 
Then  he  would  betake  himself  to  his  labours 
for  the  rest  of  the  evening,  (not  quitting  the 
room)  they  either  assisting  him — fair  and 
eager  amanuenses !  or  themselves  reading, 
or  engaged  at  needle-iiiroTk.  Oh!  it  was 
ecstasy,  too,  to  that  poor  oppressed  fatiier 
to  enter  into  the  wild  sports  and  Qrambols  of 
his  light-hearted  little  ones,  Charles  and 
Agnes,  who  always  made  their  appearance 
for  about  a  couple  of  hours  after  dinner,  to 
tell  them  '<  stories,**  to  listen  to  theirs,  to 
show  them  pictures,  to  hear  Charles  read, 
and  to  join  neartily  in  their  frolics,  rollinjjr 
about  even  on  the  floor  with  them.  But 
when  he  paused  fbr  a  moment,  and  his  wif% 
and  Kate  succeeded  him  as  their  playmates, 
for  a  short  interval,  when  his  eye  followed 
their  movements,  what  sudden  and  sharp 
pangs  would  pass  through  his  heart,  as  hd  ^ 
thought  of  the  future  and  what  was  to  be^, 
come  of  them ! — And  when  their  maid  ai^ 
rived  at  the  appointed  hour,  causing  all  furi 
instantly  to  cease,  and  longing  looks  to  be 
directed  to  papa  and  mamma,  saying  as 
plainly  as  could  be  said,  •*  only  a  few  mi- 
nutes more,"  how  fondly  would  he  fold 
them  in  his  arms !  and  when  he  felt  theit 
little  arms  clasping  his  neck  and  caressing 
him,  and  their  kisses  "  all  over*'  his  face, 
feelings  were  excited  within  him,  which 
were  too  deep  for  utterance— which  defy 
description. 

^s  said,  I  believe,  of  Robespierre,  or 
some  other  tyrant,  as  an  instance  of  his  fea> 
ful  refinement  in  cruelty,  that  a  person  of 
distinction  who  had  become  obnoxious  to 
him,  he  formally  condemned  to  death,  but 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  torturing,  the  ex- 
cruciating presence  of  his  lovely  family;  he 
and  they  aware,  all  the  while,  that  his  doom 
was  irrevoeahlei  inevitable,  a;nd  he  momen- 
tarily liable  to  the  summons  to  the  guillo- 
tine, and  which  in  fact  came  at  length,  when 
they  were-  all  seated  together  one  day,  at 
the  hreakfast  table !  Oh,  the  feelings  w^ith 
which  that  unfortunate  person  must  have 
daily  regarded  the  countenance  of  those 
around  him !  How  applicable  to  his  condi- 
tion the  heart-breaking  strams  of  Medea— 

Tf  vpoffytXSrt  riv  irarfiffraroK.  vlXwr ; 
A7,  «7,  ri  iaiav ;  Viopiim  Y^oiX*r*h     ^ 

The  above  paa»^<&  Ni'aa  ooa  ^^  "*«^ 
frequency ^  on  \)kift  ow»a\oTv\  Vvi^  i^^^wA 
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tot  ooonned  to  the  mind  of  Bfr.  Aohrey ;  for 
he  felt  himself  indeed  every  moment  at  the 
meroT  of  those  to  whom  he  owed  such  tre- 
mendous sums  of  money,  and  for  which  he 
was  liable  to  be,  at  any  moment  that  might 
be  selected  by  malice  or  rapacity,  plucked 
from  his  little  home,  and  cast  into  prison ! 

Oh,  happy  ye,  now  leadmg  these  pages, 
penned  by  one  who  has  seen  much  trouble 
in  his  time,— -oh,  happy  ye,  <<  unto  whom  the 
lines  are  fallen  in  pleaaani  places^  yea^  who 
June  a  goodly  heritage  ;*'  who  IIto  as  it  were 
in  a  '*  hpd  flowing  with  milk  and  honey  ;** 
with  whom  life  glides  away  like  a  tranquil 
and  pleasant  dream;  who  are  not  sternly 
bidden  '^/o  eat  your  bread  with  quaking, 
and  drink  your  water  with  trembUng  and 
with  earefiuneis,***  nor  '^  in  vain  to  nee  up 
early,  to  sit  up  late,  to  eat  the  bread  of  wr- 
TOfwe  {"  who  have,  indeed,  '*  no  thought  for 
Ike  morrow  /"—oh,  ye  who  have  leisure 
and  ample  means  to  pursue  the  objects  of 
an  honourable  ambition,  undisturbed  by 
daily  fears  for  daily  bread — by  terror,  lest 
implacable  creditors  should  at  length  frus- 
trate all  your  efforts,  drive  you  from  your 
position  in  society,  and  precipitate  you  and 
yours  into  ruin;— •!  say,  oh  ye!  do  I  appeal 
to  you  in  vaint  Do  you  torn  from  this 
painful  portion  of  my  narrative  with  indiffe- 
rence, or  contempt,  or  wearisomenessl  If 
the  mere  descripticMi,  brief  though  it  may 
be,  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Aubreys  be  trying 
and  disagreeable  to  you,  what  must  have 
been  to  them  the  actual  tnduranu7 

Poor  Aubrey!  as  he  walked  along  the 
crowded  thoroughfares,  morning  and  eve- 
ning, between  the  Temple  and  Vivian 
Street,  what  a  disheartening  consciousness 
he  felt  of  his  personal  insi^inoance !  Which 
of  the  passengers,  patrician  or  plebeian, 
that  met  or  passed  him,  cared  one  straw 
for  him,  or  would  have  cared  a  straw  for 
him,  had  they  even  known  the  load  of 
misery  and  misfortune  with  which  he  stag- 
gered past  them.  Every  time  that  he  thus 
passed  between  the  scene  of  his  absorbing 
labours  at  the  Temple,  and  that  green  spot 
—-his  house  in  Vivian  Street— in  the  world's 
wide  desert,  where  only  his  heart  was  re- 
freshed by  the  never-failing  spring  of  do- 
mestic love  and  tenderness,  he  felt,  as  it 
were,  but  a  prisoner  out  upon  parole !  It  is 
easy  to  understand  that  when  a  man  w^ks 
•  along  the  streete  of  London,  depresseti  m 
spirit,  and  alarmed  by  the  consc*  jusness 
of  increasing  pecuniary  embarrassment,  his 
temper  is  likely  to  become  irritable,  his 
deportment  forbidding,  nis  spirit  stem  and 
foared,  particularly  against  thuse  who  ap- 
ptml  to  MB  eb&jityy  which,  then,  Indoe^^  V^ 

•  JBaefc.  itt.  M. 


feels  bittoily— ^o  Aenis  ol  Aome.  IlwwMl 
80,  however,  with  Aubrey,  whose  oqhM 
feeling  Wf»—'Haud  ignartiM  nuU^  «MNr| 
eueeurere  dueof  and  tkouffh  it  nray  «fpMt1 
small^tl^ng  to  mentioiiL,  i  feel  gratincifia 
in  recordmg  of  him,  thai  desperate  as  wn 
his  circumstanees,  infinitMy  enhanred  i 
him  as  was  the  value  of  money,  he  wii 
seldom  unprovided  with  the  means  of  n 
lieving  the  humbler  mpplieants  for  chadt 
whom  he  passed  in  the  etreets— of  droppb 
some  small  token  of  his  love  and  pity  ill 
the  trembling  and  feeble  liand  of  teonM 
those  whose  necessities  he  felt  to  begrest 
even  than  his  own. 

Never,  indeed,  did  the  timid  eye  of  4 
most  tottered,  starved f  and  emaciatod  obja 
that  is  suffered  to  crawl  along  the  stnel 
cateh  that  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  wiuont  makii 
his  heart  acknowledge  uua  secret  bond  i 
misery  which  bound  uiem  together— Ihatl 
beheld  a  brother  in  bondage,  and  on  whs 
he  cheerfully  bestowed  the  humble  pitnai 
which  he  believed  that  Providenee  nadyi 
left  at  his  disposal.  Prosperity  and  adva 
sity  have  equally  the  effect  jufcsik  an  idedi 
mind  and  heart,  of  generating  ae^tkm 
The  one  encourages,  the  other  wtom  k 
Misery  is  apt  to  think  ito  own  mif&nafl 
greater  than  those  of  any  one  else  ui 
natorally.  The  eye,  as  it  were,  is  fiW 
with  the  object;  distress  and  danger-^ 
is  nearest — that  is  in  such  fearful  contiga^ 
obscuring  from  view  all  remoter  objeeti^  a 
once  scaring  away  presence  of  miod,  td 
centering  its  hopes  and  fears  npos  uf 
Not  so,  however,  is  it  when  a  noble  latm 
is  the  sufferer — and  more  especiall/vftg' 
that  nature  is  strengthened  and  biiiMd 
by  the  support  and  consolation  denill 
from  philosophy— and,  above  all,  leli^  ^ 
To  many  a  strong  spirit,  destitute  ohm 
assistance,  alas !  how  oflen,  under  liflii 
circumstances,  have  come— ghasti/ dj 
tents ! — Despair  ani  Madneu,  with  m^ 
hideous  attendant  Suiciob,  to  do  thetrMl 
dingi  But  a  Christian  will  pass  tfaran 
the  most  fearful  storms,  with  anuD^'^PJ^ 
calmness  and  sense  of  security,  wif 
would  have  become  of  the  three  J<^, 
cast  into  the  burnii:^  fiery  furnace,  bat  if  ^^ 
the  presence  of  that  fourtk  awful  B«i|' 
the  sight  of  whom  confounded  and  affnpl^ 
ed  Nebuchadnezzar,  but,  acoompanieijt 
whom,  his  intended  victims  walked  uikia 
and  undismayed  amidst  the  fumaa  Ml 
one  seven  times  more  than  it  was  woni  tt  9 
heated?  Though  a  spectacle  so  tenUl 
and  sublime  .^s  not  now  vouchsaied  i| 
mankind,  the  memorial  of  it  is  dedgw  , 
\A  V*^"!^  ^<(^  \^  effect.    The  endeidi| 
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okuidi.  An  oecatioiiil  teniion  was  peMli- 
ad  onft  eveniiig  by  ft  strtnger,  from  iIm 
woidk,  •^(TImi^  A«  f%  «Mv  yd  wiUIimd 
im  Am,''  on  belmlf  of  a  neigtiboaiuig  dte- 
penauy.  Mr«  Anbrey  waa  aoon  atrack  by 
tin  oniiaaal  ati«n|fth  and  baautr  of  tha  aer* 
mon  in  point  af  oompoaition.  Ita  laa^aM 
waa  at  onoe  ^walat  nointed^and  foiciblai 
ka  veaaonin;  olaar  ana  oomt;  Hi  tllaain* 
tion  apt  and  vivid;  ita  parooa  gannina.  Am 
ha  wanton,  Mr.  Aubrey  baeama  mon  and 
]|iore«onvinead  tbathehad  aaen  at  beaid 
the  meaoher  bafoia;  and  on  tnqniring after* 
waida  hianaano,  hia  impiaariona  proved  t» 
baeonaeti— ^Aepreacborbad  been  at  Ox 
ford,  at  thft  vary  aama  ooHese  witk  bia^ 
aad  tfaia  waa  the  fiiat  time  that  ih^  bad 
aifioeoema  within  aiffht  of  eadibthor.  Ms. 
Aubrey  at  onoe  introdiieed  himself,  and  waa 
raeogniaed,  and  tiiey  renewed  thcnr  early 
fiiendiiup.  Mr.  NeviUe,  poor  eoal,  had 
notfik^  upon  earth  to  aappert^himaelf  with 
bat  an  afternoon  laotaieahip  in  one  of  the 
oilv  ehoiohea,  ftam  whieh  he  derived  abont 
75la  year;  and  on  thia awn  alone  he  had 
centiived,  for  the  laat  aix  or  eight  yeaia,  to 
aopport  both  himaelf  and  hia  wtfe<--a  vary 
flMniaUe  and  fond  woanaa.  Fovtanatelyth^ 
had  no  children;  bat  they  had  seen  mnoif 
•that  eoold  haidiy  nil  to  into-  afflietlon,  ea^  of  them  being  in  bnt  mid* 
who  obaerred  them.  Two  dling  health,  and  a  great  part  of  hie  little  in* 
Bt  and  iovdy  weoiaD,  daeaaed  in  come  waa,  conaeqaently,  devoted  to  doe* 
f4neunkinfr*4ie  of  aaUn,  gentle-  torn'  bills.  He  waa  an  admirable  acholar 
Miers^aa  in|eUectaal,ooanlenanoe,  a  man  of  very  powerfill  nndemtanding,  ana 
adowed  wiiii  deep  aeiioaanesa,  if  deeply  read  in  metaphyslca  and  divini^, 
^oly— <aa,  iadaeo,  waa  the  ease  Yet  this  waa  all  he  coald  pioeore  for  hia 
hole  of  the  little  ffroup,  eaceepl  the  anppoit ;  and  very  pinefatng  work  for  them, 
hild,  Charlea*  ff  their  meae  ap-  poor  aoals,  it  waa  to  *«  mAe  enda  meet.** 
thua  caleabled  to  interaat  They  lived  in  very  small  bat  creditable 


ili  ftUh,  hfaii,  aaiiUsI  par- 
danger,  a  voice  before  him,  aid" 
I  riMB  witkpaUmu  the  root  ikmi 
htta^  and  he  Joaowa  that  in  dne 
i  reach  the  goejL    AnUaated  by 
loh  as  theset^he  needa  not  have 
ch  aeoondaiy  eouspea  of  oanaola- 
comparison  of  hia  own  with  A» 
ednffaof  otheia;  it  i»  enough  jfer 
s  Master  willaliim  to  endm^v 
e  mi    and,  while  thinkuig  ^na, 
sh  vigoor  infaaed  into  hia^ftant- 

^ubrqr  tiia  Sabbath  waa  indeed 
dajr  for  perfomilng  the  pablio 
reliflion,  but  alao  a  ^ay  of  nal 
le  labours  of  lifii.  kwaanaloDe 
miitanieal  flioom  or  ascilement, 
vne,  cbeerfm,  (iorvent,  enlightened 
It  would  have  been  to  this  read- 
not  an  unittteieatii^  eight  to  be* 
mfortunate  and  hapiaaed  lluaily 
They  toofcalmoat  the<aly  pew 
scant  in  the  galleiy— in  adraich 
tsnt  form  Vivian  etreet— «  pew 
sff  themaelvea  and  little  Chaxlea, 
I  UMiraiiival  in  town,  had  hef;an 
my  them  to  the  morning  aarvioa. : 
Borndthiog  in  their  ap_ 
s  they  WMs  to  monung  and  are* 


nd,  who  beheld  them  ao  panctnal 
ttendanoe,  how  mneh  would  that 
ve  been  increaaed  had  the  behold- 
m1  an  inkling  of  their  aingttlar  and 
jr  history  1  ileie  were  mdividn- 
>  condition  waa  teating  the  reality 
(^ationa  of  religion,  euibitinff  hn- 
iffnation,  faith,  a  deep  deliffht  in 
the  house  of  Him  who  had  per- 
b  dmadfal  diaaateia  tobefall  tbeuK, 
will  it  yet  seemed  to  be  tiiat  they 
rs  through  deeper  sufferings  than 
vet  experienced.  Hia  temple 
ideed,  to  them  a  refuge  and  ahel- 
le  storm.  To  Mr.  Aubrey  every 
the  church  service  waa  precious, 
itjr,  its  simplicity,  ita  aolemnity, 
,  Ita  truly  seriptwal  chaiaetar,  its 
toevery 


]  of  eiicomalance,  indeed  **to  all 
ooaditiona  of  men.*'  Tlien  waa 
mmataaoe,  fini^ght  with  mnoh  in- 
ck  0ommed  to  them  Aariij  alter 


lodffinga  ;  and  amid  all  their  privations,  and 
with  all  the  gloom  of  the  future  before  themt 
they  were  aa  cheerful  a  little  oonple  as  the 
world  over  saw.  They  dearly  loved,  and 
would  have  sacrificed  every  thing  ior  ^ch 
other;  and  so  long  as  they  could  but  keep 
their  chins  riieve  water,  they  cared  not  for 
their  exclusion  from  moot  of  the  comfoim 
of  life.  Th^  were,  both  of  them,  entirelT 
resigned  to  the  will  of  Heaven  aa  to  thefr 
position — nar,  in  all  things.  She  general* 
ly  accompamed  him  whitheraoever  he  went  | 
bnt  on  the  pmsent  occaeion  the  littie  eraa* 
tore  was  lying  at  heme  in  bed,  enduring 
great  suffering :  ^nd  the  thought  of  it  made 
the  preacher*8  heart  very  heavy,  and  hia 
voice  to  falter  a  little,  seveml  times,  during 
bis  sermon.    He  was  perfectly  delighted 


ie  conditiott  of  when  Mr.  Aubrey  introduced  hunself ;  and 

when  the  Utter  had  heard  all  hia  friend'a 

little  history— for  Vvf>  Vi%^  \tA«A  ^  ^^ 
like  aimpUeltf  «n4  tt^TvVnwa,  %sA  x^^  w^ 
Anbvey  avery  lShlii«  ^  >mmw  ^w*^^  >^«^ 
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•ril^lie  wraBff  his  hand  with  great  emo- 
tion—-alsiott  too  great  for  expression.  It 
aeeroed  that  a  bishop,  before  whom  -poor 
Neville  had  accidentsdlT  preached  seven 
yemts  before,  had  sent  for  him,  and  expressed 
such  a  very  high  opinion  of  his  sennon, 
as  led  him  reasonably  to  look  for  some  little 
jneferment  at  his  lordship's  hands,  but  in 
Tain.  Poor  Neville  hadnopowerfulfriends, 
and  the  bishop  was  overwhelmed  with  ap- 
plicants for  every  thing^  he  had  to  give 
away ;  so  it  is  not  much  to  be  wonderM  at 
that  in  time  he  totally  lost  sight  of  Mr.  Ne- 
ville, and  of  the  hopes  which  had  .blossomed 
but  to  be  blighted.  What  touched  Mr. 
Anbrey  to  the  soul,  viras  the  unaffected 
cheerfulness  with  which  poor  Mr.  Ne- 
ville—>now  in  his  fortieth  year— reconciled 
himself  to  Ms  unpromising  oireumstanses, 
the  calmness  with  which  he  witnessed  the 
door  of  preferment  evidently  shut  upon  him 
for  ever.  Mr.  Aubrey  obtained  from  him 
his  address;  and  resolved  that,  though  for 
reasons  long  ago  mentioned  he  had  with- 
drawn from  almost  every  (f^  of  his  former 
friends  and  associates,  yet  with  this  poor, 
this  neglected  but  happy  clergyman,  he 
would  endeavour  to  renew  and  cement 
firmly  their  early-formed  but  lon^  suspend- 
ed friendship.  And  when  on  his  return  to 
Vivian  Stieet,  (whither  Mra.  and  Miss  Au- 
brey had  proceeded  alone,  tt  his  request, 
while  the  walked  on  with  Mr.  Neville,)  he 
told  them  the  little  history  which  I  have 
above  indicated  to  the  reader,  how  the 
hearts  of  all  of  them  went  forth  towards 
one  who  was  in  many  resneotsa  fellow-euf- 
ferer  with  themselves,  and,  praeHnng  what 
ke  preached^  was  really  a  pattern  of  resigna- 
tion to  the  will  of  God;  of  humble  but 
heartjT  faith  in  His  mercy  and  loving-kind- 


Mr.  Aubrey  was  not  lonff  in  paying  his 

eomised  visit  to  Mr.  Neville,  accompanied 
'  Mrs.  Aubrey.  Twas  a  long  and  not 
very  agreeable  walk  for  them,  towards  St 
George's  in  the  East;  and  on  reaching  a 
small  row  of  neat  houses,  only  one  story 
high,  and  being  shown  into  Mr.  Neville's 
very  little  sitting-room,  they  found  Mre. 
Neville  lying  on  a  sofa  near  the  fire,  look- 
ing v«7  ill,  and  Mr.  Neville  sitting  before 
her  with  a  number  of  books  on  the  table. 


and  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  with  which  he  was 
occupied  preparing  his  next  Sunday's  ser- 
non;  but  there  was  also  a  slip  of  paper  on 
the  table  x>f  a  different  description,  and 
which  had  occasioned  both  of  them  great 
distress;  viz.,  a  rather  peremptory  note 
ik>m  their  medical  man,  touching  the  pav- 


had  alteiidy  almoelf^eprfvei  Ihta 
necessary  food  an^  ciothinfr,  to  et 
to  discharge  another  account,  and 
demand  oi  an  old  tslaim  had  ind 
ously  disquieted  them.  They  sa 
about  it  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aabrey, 
made  themselves  lit  home,  and  b] 
affected  simplicity  and  eordiali 
ner,  relieved  their  humble  host 
anxiety.  They  partook  of  tea, 
ciently  homely  and  firngal  style; 
they  rose  to  go  they  exacted  - 
that,  as  soon  as  Mre.  Neville  si 
recovered,  they  would  both  coine 
a  long  day  in  Vivian  Street.  H 
became  very  intimate ;  and  Mm 
health  at  length  being  such  as  t 
her  from  ^attending  at  all  to  her  i 
reader,  will  probably  think  none  \ 
Miss  Aubrey  and  Mre.  Aubrey 
heare  that  they  insisted  on  takin| 
upon  themselves,  (a  matter  in  vi 
were  becoming  somewhat  expert, 
ny  and  many  an  hour  did  these  t% 
ing  women  spend,  both  in  Vivian 
at  Mra.  Neville's,  in  relieving  hei 
labours— particulariy  in  preparing 
ter  clothing. 

And  now  that  I  am  on  this  pa 
as  well  mention  another  not  lea 
trait  in  Kate;  that,  hearing  of  agii 
about  to  be  founded  in  connectioi 
chureh  which  they  attended,  and  i 
of  which  several  ladies  had  nndc 
prepare  variolas  little  matters,  soe 
oreidery,  lace,  pictnres,  and  artide 
cy  and  ornament,  Kate  also  set  tow 
her  pencil  and  brashes.  She  wa 
tasteful  draughtswoman;  and prodo 
or  five  such  delicate  and  beautifblsi 
in  water  colour,  of  scenes  in  and  thi 
ton,  as  made  her  a  very  distinguish 
tributor  to  the  undertaking;  etek 
sketches  producing  upwards  of  twot 
She  also  drew  a  remarkably  spiritM 
sketch  of  the  pretty  little  head  of  Cin 
who  accompanied  her  to  the  piiM 
her  contributions  were  deposited*  i 
livered  it  in  with  his  own  hand.  'Hui 
this  sweet  and  amiable  fnmiW  tip* 
cenciling  themselves  to  their  altered  < 
stances— taking  real  pleasure  in  t) 
scenes  which  surrounded  them,aDd  th 
duties  devolving  upon  them ;  tw^  < 
feelings  became  calmer,  they  felt,  li 
it  is  that  happiness  in  this  worid  < 
not  merely  upon  external  circumitai 
upon  THE iiiXD— which,  contented! 
regulated,  can  turn  every  thiii|;[  • 
into  a  source  of  enjoyment  and  t 
Tv«a%^-«nSiiTv^  indeed    the  wiMe 


ment  ofhin  "  trifling  aocount^^  of  £\4 

When  poor  Neville  was  to  obtain  «u«i\ia\\Aoc>m%xA\Jtf!saeas.'»'iB«. 
•cm,  neithfir  ha  nor  luft  ^\Sa  ktnew  •.  iiia«:j\    'tVie^Ya^x  xaj^..*M*farA\ 


AS 
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fKmdenee  with  good  old  Doctor 
ho,  jadeingr  from  the  frequency 
1^  of  his  letters,  which  were 
h  a  truly  old-fashioned  distinct- 
iformity  of  character,  mast  hare 
te  pleasure  in  his  task.  So  also 
Kate  who,  if  she  had  erer  been 
her  lover, — nay,  between  our- 
t  Would  Delamere  have  given  to 
ddressed  to  himself  one  of  the 
,  crossed  down  to  the  very  post- 
f  sparkling  delicacy,  gooa  na- 
od  sense,  which  so  often  found 
)  the  '•  Rer.  Dr.  Tatham,  Yat- 
g[e,  Yorkshire  V  They  were 
d  of  every  thing  of  moment  that 
t  Yatton,  to  which  their  feelings 
inalienable  afifection.  Dr.  Tat- 
B  had  indeed  almost  always  a 
ee  of  interest  attached  to  them, 
irequent  mention  of  Mr.  Gam- 
— and  almost  equally /ovottro- 
!nt— it  appeared  that  hepossesft- 
scendancy  over  Mr.  Titmouse, 
lienever  he  was  at  Yatton,  in  a 
noving  spirit.  The  Doctor  re- 
itmouse  as  a  truly  wretched  erea- 
9  more  sense  of  religion  than  a 
[ually  silly,  selfish,  and  vulgar 
and  tyrannical  wherever  he  had 
dty  of  exhibiting  his  real  cha- 

tely  pained  them,  moreover,  to 
iistinct  indications  of  a  sterner 
rule  being  apparent  at  Yatton, 
sr  been  known  there  before,  so 
snants  and  villagers  were  con- 
'nts  were  now  required  to  be 
le  utmost  punctuality;  many  of 
aised,  and  harsher  terms  intro- 
;heir  agreements.  In  Mr.  Au* 
a  distress  or  an  action  for  rent 
r  a  thing  unheard  of  in  any  part 
e;  but  nearly  a  dozen  had  oc- 
the  accession  of  Mr.  Titmouse. 

at  the  instance  of  the  ruling 
vammon,  he  certainly  got  none 
I  of  the  proceeding,  every  letter 
a  resort  to  those  extreme  pro- 
tng  expressly  authorized  by  Mr. 
rsonally;  Mr.  Gammon,  on  most 
^sions,  putting  in  a  faint  word 
vour  of  the  tenant,  but  ineffeo- 
legal  prdceediiigs  were  always 
1  the  name  of  ^'Bloodsuck  and 
e  town  agents  were,  "Quirk, 
nd  Snap ;"  but  /A«tr  names  never 

ihe  eye  of  the  defendants !  No 

I  the  poor  villagers,  and  poorer 
kon  on  their  former  assistance 

II  in  the  hour  of  sickness  and 
irtfj/y  wine,  eamht  wine,  el- 
9^  if  amdef  were  eoasmnied  ki 


Ae  Hall.  In  abort,  there  was  a  discontina* 
ance  of  all  those  innumerable  iittle  endear- 
ing  courtesies  and  charities,  and  hospitali- 
ties, which  render  a  good  old  country  man- 
sion the  very  heart  of  the  neighbourhood. 
The  doctor,  in  one  of  his  letters  intimatedt 
with  a  sort  of  agony,  that  he  had  heard  it 
mentioned  by  the  people  at  the  Hall,  ae  pro- 
bable that  Mr.  Titmouse— the  little  Golh-^ 
would  pull  down  that  noble  old  relic,  th« 
east  turreted  gateway ;  but  that  Mr.  Gam* 
mon  was  vehemently  opposed  to  sqch  a 
measure ;  and  that  if  it  were  preserved  after 
all,  it  would  be  entirely  owing  to  the  tasts 
and  the  influence  of  that  gentleman.  Had 
Dr.  Tatham  chosen,  he  could  have  added  a 
fact  that  would  indeed  have  saddened  hit 
friends — ^viz.,  that  the  old  sycamore,  whiok 
had  been  preserved  at  the  fond  entreaties 
of  Kate,  and  which  was  hallowed  by  so 
many  sad  and  tender  associations,  had  been 
long  ago  removed  as  a  sort  of  eyesore ; 
Mr.  Gammon  had,  in  fact,  directed  it  to  be 
done ;  but  he  repeatedly  expressed  to  Dr. 
Tatham,  confidentially,  his  regret  at  suck 
an  act  on  the  part  of  Titmouse.  He  could 
also  have  told  them  that  there  had  been  s 
dog-fight  in  the  village,  at  which  Mr.  Ti^ 
mouse  was  present !  Persons  were  begin- 
ning to  make  their  appearance  in  the  vil* 
lage,  of  a  very  different  description  from 
any  that  had  been  seen  there  in  the  time  of 
the  Aubreys — ^persons,  now  and  then,  of 
loose,  and  wilu,  and  reckless  characters; 
Mr.  Titmouse  would  often  get  up  a  fight  in 
the  village,  and  reward  the  victor  with  Hve 
or  ten  shillings !  Th^n  the  sriug  and  quiet 
little  "Anbrey  Anns''  Was  metamorphosec 
into  the  "Titmouse  Arras;'*  and  another  set 
up  in  opposition  to  it,  and  called  •*  The  Top- 
per's Arms ;"  and  it  was  really  painful  to 
see  the  increasing  trade  driven  by  each  of 
them.  They  were  both  full  every  night, 
and  often  during  the  day  also ;  and  the  vigi- 
lant, and  affectionate,  and  grieved  e^e  of  < 
the  good  vicar  noticed  several  seats  m  the 
church,  which  had  formerly  been  occupied 
every  Sundsiv  morning  and  afternoon,  to  be 
— empty !  in  his  letters,  he  considerately 
sunk  the  grosser  features  of  Titmouse's 
conduct^  which  would  have  only  uselessly 
grieved  and  disgusted  his  beloved  corres-" 
pondents.  He  informed,  them,  however,  • 
from  time  to  time  of  the  different  visiters 
at  the  Hall,  particularly  of  the  arrival  > 
and  movements  of  their  magnificent  kins- 
folk, the  Earl  of  Dreddlington-  and  Lady 
Cecilia,  the  Marquis  Gants  Jannes  de  - 
Millefleursand  MhTuft — the  novel  state  and 
ceremony  which  had  been  suddenly  intro 
d  uced  thereT-at  w^xcVi  \Vv%^  i\\  t^^swA.  ^tfe^K « 
ing  for  a  momenX %xA\asi^%^^^^  >wtfy«r^^ 
the  ohMSClBf  oi  \iOi^\>t«Wi^t»(^n^ 
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At  leng;tls msi*  Mimdflnbk  ^metitm 
Mr.  Tltmouie.'s  ipaad  vlntera  had  been  at 
the  Hall,  thano  euM  a  letter  firom  Dr.  Tat- 
ham,  sent  hy  a  piitate  hand,  and  not  reaeb- 
kg  Vivian  Street  tiil  ihe  eTening,.  when 
they  were  aittiBg  together,  afler  dinner  ae 
naaal,  and  whidieoiSuned  intelligenoetfaat 
waa  seoeived  in  atidden  ailenee^  and  with 
looke  of  aatoniBbment^  via. :  that  Mr.  TU' 
mourn  had  heeomn  ihe  mktmwledgid  mUiot 
if  the  Lady  (MUa! !  Mr.  Aubrey,  aAer  a 
monieBtV  pauae,  laugiied  more  heartily  than 
they  had  heard  him  ror  many  montha-— get- 
tiofiT  ^P«  ^^  ^  9%mid  time*  and  walking  one 
«r  twice  aeioae  the  rooai--^lr8.  Aohr^  and 
Miaa  Aubvej  gaaed  at  each  other  for  »  few 
momenta  without  meakinga^w<Mrd;  aadyoo 
eoaJd  not  have  told  whether  their  fair  coon*' 
tenancea  ahowed  mwe  of  amnaement  or  of 
diagoBt  at  the  inteUigenoe.  ^«  Well!  it  ia 
aa  I  have  often  told  yoa»  Kate,?*  oommenoed 
Mr.  Aubrey,  after  a  wliile,  reauming  hia 
aeat,  and  Mdieaaing  hia  aiater  with  an  air 
of  good-hnmooied  raiilery;  ^^-you've  loat 
Youf  chance— yoa*ve  held  yonv  head  ao 
nigh*  Ah,  *tia  all  over  now  and  our  fm 
•ouain  ia  miatreaa  <^  Yatton!** 

^  Indeed,  Charlea,"  qnoth  Kate,  eameatp 
ly ,  ^  I  do  think  it'a  too  painful  k  aabject  for 
a  joke." 

"•Why,  KatB*.— Yon  mnai  bear  it  aa 
well" 

**  Pho,  pho— Qonaenae,  Chaika !    To  be 
»--4id  von 


yon  ever  hear  any  thing  ao 
•hocking  aa  pe" 

M  Do  yon  mean  to  tell  me,  Kate,"  eoo^ 
■lenoed  her  brodier,  aaaaming  anddeniy 
audi  a  aeriona  air  aa  for  a  moment  impoeed 
ott  hie  aiater,  **that  to  beoome  miatreaa  of 
dear-old  Yatton— whioh  waa  eftni  to  yon, 
'you  know*— yon  woald  not  have  conaenled, 
when  it  came  to  tfie  point,  to  beoome— Mca. 
7\immmr^  For  an  inatant,  Kate  looked 
aa  if  ahe  would  have  made,  in  the  eye  of  the 
atatuary,  an  exqoiaite  model  of  Maotifvd 
diadain— provdbed  by  the  bare  idea  even, 
aiA  put  forward,  aa  ahe  knew,  in  laflleiy 
cnly.  **  YoQ  know,  Charlea,"  aaid  ahe  at 
length,  calmly,  her  foatoiea  relaxing  into  a 
•mile,  ««Thaiif  aueh  a  wretch  had  tan  tfaoo- 
aand  Yattona,  I  would,  rather  than  many 
him— oh !"— «heahttddeied— *«^ring  foom 
Dover  diff  into  the  aea !" 

<<  Ah,  Kate,  Kate!"  exclaimed  her  bio- 
Hmt,  with  a  look  of  infinite  pride  andfond- 
JN^e.  **  Even  aoppoaing  for  a  mementthat 
you  had  no  prav"— — 

^^CoBie,  Charlea,  no  mora  nonaenae," 
•aid  Kate^  patting  his  cheek,  and  ali^^ 
tfrlomJog. 
«'laaj,  thateveniT* 
^OwHjJtMSf^^^  imermfle^  Kate^  '^  La3»f 

1    lane  \mk  Moia 


WelU  I  i^vtoat.  it  ia 
aufierable;  I  could  not  have 
there  waa  a  woman  in  the  whole  ira 
why"— «he  panaed,  and  added  laogbi 
««how  Id^uld  like  to  see  tlieir  com 
dence!** 

4«  What  I"  aaid  Mrs^  Anbrev,  with 
emile,^  foat  al  her  husband,  and  tiiea  at 
'*  aa  a  model  for  a  certain  olier  oorii 
denoe  that  I  can  imagine— eh^  Kale? 

^  Nonaenae,  nonsenset  Agneal— « 
provokmg  humour  ^u  are  both  in  thi 
ning,?*  intBRUDted  JCate,  wi^  a  aM 
tiahnesa ;.  **  what  weVe  heard  nw 
melancholy  enough,  I  assure  you!^ 

*^  I  adppose  that  about  tbe  sametxm 
Lady  Cecilia  Titmoose  goea  to  coot^^ 
her  brother^  *<so  will  the  HoaonmUe 
Dela" 

*<^Ifwacfaoeseiotease  me,  Chuf 
oouael  cannot  help  iC*  qncMfa  Kali 
louring  atift  more  ;•  out  it  ve(|uired  no 
gmataenteaeaa  to  detect  that  the  topk 
pot  axoesaivelfy  ofiensire. 

••Mra^Be?* 

«« Hav0doBS^  Charles  T*  said  ahe,  i 
and,»  putting  her  arm  roond  hia  ned 
pseaasdher  lair  hand  on  bis  mouth;  f 
puaiMd  itaaidr  lanj^upgly* 

•«Mfa».  It»— Dela^Dclaaien,"  hi 
timed. 

««I  will  finish  it  for  yon,  Chaifea,' 
Mrs*  Anbisy,.  ^ths  iionounble  lb 
Mia.  Delamem," 

^What!  dottow^  turn  against  me^ 
iaanirad  Kata^  laughing  verj  gpod^ 

*^I  wonder  wiiat  her  stately  Iad|i 
fflnlings  TTtnr"  vaid  Aubrey,  airier  a| 
.M  tbsfiist  time  that  her  elegant  snd  a 
plished  lowr  tsAftoTher !  !^ 

«>  fio^  I"  exclaimed  both  Kale  and 
Afdniey,  in  a  breath,  and  with  a  alma 
oua  abudder  of  diagusC 

««I  dsie  aay^  poor  old  Load  Dfad 
toa^anetion  ia,  that  thia  will  be  a  ii 
poilnmty  fov  bringing  about  hm  &v 
ashame  of  raiMdMg  UufmmHn  B 
jave  tile  oaarkl"  aaid  Mr.  Aubrey,  ia 
.thstwapennypostman^s  knoi^ac  tu 
was  hnid;  and  widun  a  fow  aoa 
tame  the  servant  brought  n^  ataiiaa 
.addiesBsd.  to  Mir.  Aubrey.  The  VM| 
rianse  at  its  oontonts  eaq>eUed  Ihei 
nmn  his  esanlensnca,  and  tiie  celoar 
his  shsek.;  he  tsmsd,  in  foot,  so  pak 
MvBi  Aubrey  uid  Kataalao  tkaut^  c 
—and  came  and  stood,  vri^  beatii^  I 
and  anddenW  suapsnded  breath  m 
eadi  aide  of  him,  looking  over  the 
^^^  ba  ^waa  wad^  iu  As  I  b 
Vi  \ic^  ^.  viB^^  tIL  ^  haftn 
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«,  i4i&oh  win  mikeit  a]>pMi  tluU  Ihls 
may  be  compared  to  a  shell  thrown 
pMcefu]  lifeUe  citadel,:  by  a  f4tilliil, 
ki  distant  and   uaseea  angiDCcr-^in 
I  mean  Mi.  Gammon, 
fl  astute  and  detenooined  person  had 
been  bent  upon  securing  one  object, 
y— aooess   to  Mr.  Aabrey*s  family 
»  for  reasons  which  have  been  already 
uaicated  to  the  reader.    Hiat   Mr. 
ly  was,  at  all  efcnts,  by  no  means 
M  for  such  a  favour,  had  been  long 
\  abundantly  manifest   to  GamoKm, 
ret  not  in  a  way  to  give  him  any  le- 
ite  or  flocusabfe  grounds  of  offence, 
lubrejra  had^  he  acknowledged,  and 
lally  in  their  present  ciicnmstancea, 
questionable  right  to  receive  or  reject, 
ey  thouffht  fit,  any  overtares  to  ae- 
tance.    Nothing,  he  felt,   conM   be 
unexceptioDahly  coorteoas  than  Mr. 
)y'B  demeanottr;  yet  h.  had  been  such 
satisfy  him,  that  uiless  he  resorted  to 
means  of  unasoal  efficacy,  he  never 
get  upon  idsiting  tenns  with  the  An^ 
.  The  impNssioR  w4iich  Miss  AmVnsy 
originally  pfodtuced  in  hia  mindy  »- 
id  as  dislkist  and  rivid  as  ever.    Her 
T,  fasf  eraee,  her  elevaM  eharacteCi 
iiich  he  nad  heard  much  on  all  handa,) 
iccomplbhments,  her  high  Urth— all 
exoniaitely  appreciated  by  him^  and 
Atea  to  oooslitute  a  prize,  for  tbe  gain*> 
if  which,  he  deemed  no  exertion  too 
^no  ento^Hae  too  haxardooa;  He  had, 
iver,  other  meet  important  objects  hn 
,  to  which  a  union  with  Miss  Aubrey, 
in  fict,  essential.    She  was,  again, 
mly  pesont  Ihe  sight  of  whom  had 
f  moasaie  given  vitelity  to  his  marble 
,  ezAitiog  totally  new  thoughts  and 
M,  such  as  stimuhkted  him  to  a  fierce 
nflMubla  dateomination  to  aucceed  in 
•lurpooes.    He  wsa,  in  short,  prepared 
ike  almoBt  any  sacrifice,  to  wait  any 
h  of  tioM,  to  do  or  snfifer  any  thing 
man  could  da  or  suffer,  whether  dero- 
y  to  his  pereonal  honour  or  not—in 
either  to  secure  the  affections  of  Miss 
ey,  or,  at  all  events,  her  consent  to  a 
I  with  him.  ■  Having  early  discovered 
ipot  where  Mr.  Aubrey  had  fixed  his 
ence,  Mr.  Gammon  had  made  a  point 
ing  in  wait  on  a  Sunday  morning,  for 
wpoae  of  discovering  the  churdi  to 
h  they  went;  and  havinjr  socceeded, 
wcame  a  constant,  an   impassioned, 
;h  an  unseen  observer  of  Miss  Aubrey; 
whom  he  seldom  removed  his  eyes 
ig  the  service.    But  this  was  to  him  a 
ly  nnsatisfiictogy  state  of  things:  he 
ksd,  in  foct,  not  to  have  made,  nor  to 
lUf  to  makg,  the  ImM  progiwa  to> 


wards  the  adeoaiplidbnBnt  of  his 
tfiottgh  much  time  had  already  nass^ 
away.  He  was  so  deeply  engroesed  with 
the  affairs  of  Titmouse— which  required  his 
presenee  very  firequently  at  Yatton,  and  a 
great  4eal  of  his  attention  in  town — as  to 
prevent  his  taking  any  decisive  steps  fin 
some  time  in  the  matter  nearest  his  neait.  •» 
At  length,  not  having  seen  or  heard  any 
thing  of  Mr.  Aubrey  for  some  weeks, 
during  which  h»— Gammon — had  been  in 
tbWn,  he  resolved  on  a  new  stroke  of  policy. 

*^Mr.  Quirk,*''  said  he  one  day  to  nis  ex- 
cellent senior  paitn«r,  **I  fancy  you  wfll 
say  that  I  am  come  to  flatter  you;  but, 
Heaven  knows!  if  there  u  a  man  on  the 
earth  with  whom  Hay  aside  disguise,  that 
man  is  my  friend  Mr.  Quirk.  ReaHy  h 
does  seem^  and  mortifying  enough  it  is  to 
own  it,  as  if  events  invanably  showed  that 
ymi  am  light*— and  I  wrong,*^— (Here  Mr. 
Quirk's  appearance  might  have  suggested 
the  ideaof  a  great  old  tomcat  who  is  rubbed 
down  ihe  ridit  way  of  the  fur,  and  does 
every  thing  he  can  to  testify  the  delight  it 
gives  him  by  pressing  against  the  person 
who  afibrda  mm  such  gr&tificat!on,}---><ea- 
pectally  in  fhiancial  matters"—- 

*'  Ah,  Gammon,  Gammon !  you're  really 
past  finding'  oiit!---Somettmes,  non  I  de- 
clare I  fancy  yon  the  very  keenest  dog  9Ding 
in  sneh  nattera,  and  at  other  times,  en  f— 
not  particuhrlv  brilliant.  When  you've 
seen  as  much  of  tfiis  world's  villany,  Gam- 
mon, as  I  hare,  you'll  find  it  as  necessary 
as  I  have  found  it,  to  lay  aside  one's— one^ 
—I  say,  to  lay  aside  all  acrup — ^that  is<— I 
nieanr-*one's?ln«/(!«lmft,  ana  so  forth :  yon 
understand,  Ciammont'^ 

"Perfectly,  Mr.  Quirk" 

"  Well — and  may  I  ask.  Gammon,  what 
i»the  paitioalar  occasion  of  that  screwed-up 
forehead   of  yourel     Something   in  th^ 

"  Only  thia,  Mr.  Quirk — ^I  begin  to  muh 
pact  that  I  did  very  wrong  in  recommending 
you  to  give  an  indefinite  time  to  that  Ifr. 
Aubrey  for  payment  of  the  heavy  balance  ha 
owes  us — by  heavens !— see  how  coolly  ha 
treats  us!'* 

**  Indeed,  Gammon,  I  think  so ! — ^Besidea^ 
— '/tf  an  uncommon  heavy  balance  to  owe 
ao  long,  ell  t— Fifleen  hundred  pounda.  or 
thereaboutsi— 'Gad!  it's  that,  at  least r'— 
Grammon  shrugged  his  shouIdere,and  bowed, 
aa  resigned  to  any  ate))  which  Mr.  Quirit 
might  Slink  proper  to  take. 

"  He's  a  villanous  proud  fellow  that  An- 
brey,  ehl — ^Yomr  swell  debtora  generally 
are,  though — ^when  they've  got  a  bit  of  • 
hardship  to  harp  upon** 

**  CertuxAy  we  qki^V  ^Vwi  '^^VaiiiXfls^ 
in  OTx  ^w«r^< 
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''Ah! — ^D^ye  TMoUeet,  Gunmonl  the 
tkitmbaerevo  ?  eh  1  irhose  fault  was  it  that  it 
wasn't  put  on?  ehl  Tell  me  that,  friend 
Gammon!  Are  you  coming  round  to  old 
Caleb  Quirk's  matter-of-fact  way  of  doing 
business  1  Depend  on*t  the  old  boy  has 
got  a  trick  or  two  left  in  him  yet,  gray  as 
his  hair's  grown.*' 

**I  bow,  my  dear  sir,— I  own  myself 
worsted, — and  all  through  that  absurd  weak- 
ness I  have,  which  some  choose  to  call——" 

**0h  Lord,  Gammon!  Bubble,  bubble 
and  botheration,  ah,  ha! — Come,  there's 
nobody  here  but  you  and  me— and— eh! 
old  Bogy  perhaps-— sq  why  that  little  bit  of 
blarney  1'* 

*'  Oh,  my  dear  Mr.  Qnirk,  spate  me  that 
cutting  irony  of  yours.  S urel^  when  1  have; 
made  the  sincere  and  humiliating  submis- 
sion to  which  you  have  been  listening,— but 
to  return  to  business.  '  I  assure  you  that  L 
think  we  ought  to  lose  not  a  moment  in  get* 
ting  in  our  balance,  or  at  least  coming  to 
some  satisfactory  and  definite  arrangement 
concerning  it.  Only  pinch  him,  aiul  he'll 
bleed  freely,  depend  on  it.'* 

'<Ah,  ha!  Pmch  him,  and  hell  bleed! 
That's  my  thunder,  Ganmion,  ah, ha,  ha! — 
By  Jove !  that's  it  to  a  T !— I  always  Uiought 
the  fellow  had  blood  enough  in  him  if  we 
only  saueezed  him  a  little— so  let  Snap  be 
off  ana  have  a  writ  out  against  Master 
Aubrey." 

"Forgive  me,  my  dear  Mr.  Quirk," ^in- 
terrupted Gammon,  blandly—^*  we  must  so 
very  cautiously  to  work,  or  we  shall  ordy 
injure  ourselves,  and  prejudice  our  most  im- 
portant—and permantni  interest.  We  must 
take  care  not  to  drive  him  desperate,  poor 
devil,  or  he  may  take  the  benefit  of  the  act, 
and" 

*<What  a  cursed*  scamp  he  would  be 
to" 

*< Certainly;  but  vjt  should  suffer  more 
than  he" 

"  Surely,  Gammon,  they'd  remand  him ! 
Eighteen  months  at  the  very  least." 

"  Not  an  hour — ^not  a  minute,  Mr.  Quirk," 
said  Gammon,  very  earnestly. 

"The  dense  they  wouldn't!  Well! 
Law's  come  to  a  pretty  point!  And  so 
lenient  as  we've  been !" 

*'  What  occurs  to  me  as  the  best  method 
of  procedure,"  said  Gammon,  after  musing 
for  a  moment^"  is  for  you  to  writ#  a  let- 
ter to  him  immediately — civil  but  peremp* 
tory — just  one  of  those  letters  of  yours,  my 
dear  sir,  in  which  no  man  living  can  excel 
rou — suaviUr  in  modo,  forUter  in  re,  Mr. 
Ouirk." 

«« Gammon,  you're  a  gentlemum  <^^«t^ 


a  hand  at  a  letter  of  that  sort,  too!  Aai 
you  have  managed  these  people  hitherto; 
why  not  go  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter!** 

"  Mr.  Qmrk,  I  look  upon  this  letter  h 
rather  an  important  one— ^t  oaght  to  eoon 
from  the  head  of  the  firm,  and  to  be  deci- 
sively and  skilfully  expressed,  so  asatooes 
to  oht  But  vou  know  exacdy  aim 
ought  to  be  done.'* 

"  Well — ^leave  it  to  me,^ — leave  it  to  dm, 
Gammon :  I  think  I  do  know  how  to  diaw 
up  a  teazer— egad !  Yon  can  j  net  cast  jtm 
eye  over  it  as  soon  as** 

"If  I  return  in  time  from  Clerkenwell,! 
will,  Mr.  Quirk,*'  replied  Gammon,  who 
had,  however,  determined  not  to  disakk 
himself  from  sajring  with  literal  truth  tbt 
he  had  not  seen  one  line  of  the  letter  which 
might  be  sent !  and,  moreoTer,  resolving  ti 
make  his  appearance  at  Mr.  Aubrey's  almoa 
immediately  after  he  should,  in  the  coom 
of  the  post,  havA  receiyed  Mr.  Qnirk'e  ki* 
ter— with  every  appearance  and  txpremm 
of  distress,  agitation,  and  even  disgust;  vt 
dignantly  assuring  Mr.  Aabrey  that  lb 
letter  had  been  sent  without  Mr.  Gamaioa^ 
knowledge---against  his  will— and  was  » 
tirely  repudiate  by  him;  and  that  hewoeU 
take  care,  at  all  hazards  to  himself  to  fi«- 
trate  any  designs  on  the  part  of  liis  eoam 
and  haid-hearted  senior  partner  to  hazm 
or  oppress  Mr.  Aubrey.  With  this  expl^ 
nation  of  precedent  circumstances,  I  proeeed 
to  lay  before  the  reader  an  exact  copj  of 
that  old  cat's-paw,  Mr.  Qmrk*s  letter  to  Ml 
Aubrey,  the  arrival  of  which  had  prodoeei 
the  sensation  already  intimated. 

••  Safflron  Hill,  90tli  SepcoBbw, !»-% 

"Si»— We  trust  yon  will  exeose  oarit> 
minding  you  of  the  very  large  balasoi 
(JSU46, 14f.  ^d^  still  remaining  due  npoB 
our  account— and  which  we  understood,  it 
the  time  when  the  very  favoarable  arraafe 
ment  to  you,  with  respect  to  Mr.  TitmooMi 
was  made,  was  to  have  been  long  beloie 
this  liquidated.  Whatever  allowaneesw 
might  have  felt  disposed,  on  account  of  voir 
peculiar  situation,  to  have  made,  (and  wtnek 
we  hme  made,)  we  cannot  bat  feel  a  htdt 
surprised  at  your  having  aUowed  sevail 
months  to  elapse  without  making  any  alle- 
sion  thereto.  We  are  aatisfied,  bowem* 
that  you  require  only  to  be  reminded  thuwl^ 
to  have  your  immediate  attention  direcsMd 
thereto,  and  to  act  in  that  way  that  will  eon- 
duce  to  liquidate  our  very  heavy  balanet 
against  you.  We  are  sorry  to  have  to  pfe« 
you ;  but  being  much  pressed  ourselves  wttk 
serious  outlays,  we  are  obliged  to  throw 
o^xn^Wsa  (however  relnctanUy)  upoa 


Mh  of  jou— you  are,  npon  my  aou\\    lA\i«ao\itc«a\  voi\  \\.  ^^^ss^'q]^  -^Ustaoie  to  i^ 
^hen  is  one  thing  in  whi^h  !•— 4)\iX||(nCrt\\Asiv^XA;dDAX  i^vk  ma.^   t^r^  ^^^  "^om^Xk^ 
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Idm'wHh  a  Boiiof  frantic  enai|Dr 
**Wd*re  very  miserabie,  Charles — ari  not 
we !  It's  very  hard  to  bear  indeed,** — ako 
contimied,  sazing  with  agonixiiig  inteimity 
on  his  troubled  featniet.  Mrs^  Aubrey  we|^t 
in  silence. 

^  Are  you  living  vay,  my  bra^e  Kate, 
with  this  sudden  and  momentary  gust  on 
the  midnight  sea  of  our  trouble  V*  inquired 
her  brother,  proudly  but  kind[y  gazinff  at 
her,  and  with  his  hand  gently  pushing  nom 
her  pale  cheeks  her  disordered  hair. 

^*  Human  nature,  C  harks,  roust  not  be 
tried  too  far^^ook  at  Agnes,  the  darling 
little  loves'* — 

**  I  am  not  likely  to  conmilt  their  inte- 
rests, Kate,  by  yielding  to  unmanly  emo- 
tion,— am  I,  sweet  Agnes  t**  She  made  him 
no  reply,  but  riiook  her  head,  sobbing  bit- 
terly. 

*'  Pray  what  do  yon  think,  Gharleev  of 
your  friend  JUr.  Gwnmon^  now  V  inqoiied 
Kate,  suddenly  and  acomfully.  «<  Oh,  tbo 
smooth-tongued  villain !  I've  idwaya  hated 
him!" 

<*  I  must  say  there's  sometiiing  about 
eye  that  is  any  thing  but  pleasmg," 


loae  arrangements  tiiat  will  adroit  of 
imediate  attention  to  our  overdue 
,  and  that  will  render  unnecessary 
nrting  to  hoetile  and  compulsory  pro- 
a  of  that  extremely  painful  deserip-* 
t  we  haye  always  felt  extremely  re- 
to,  particularly  with  those  gentlemen 
fild  feel  it  very  disagreeable.  We 
at  in  a  week'6  time  we  shall  hear 
Du  to  that  effect  that  will  render  on- 
ry  our  proeeedinsr  to  extremities 
you,  wtiicfa  would  be  extremely 
to  na.  I  remain,  sir,  yours,  most 
itly,  **  Caleb  Quirk. 

ARLES  AUBRCT,  Esq. 

S. — We  should  have  no  objection, 
)old  materially  relieve  you,  to  take 
te  of  hand  for  the  aforesaid  balance 
I  14s.  Gd,)  at  two  months,  with  in- 
ind  good  security.  Or  say,  JS800 
1  two  months,  and  a  warrant  of  atior' 
the  remainder,  at  two  months  more.*' 

jon  as  all  tiiree  of  them  had  finished 
the  above  letter,  in  the  way  I  harve 
ad,  Mrs.  Aubrey  threw  her  arms 
her  silent  and  oppressed  husband's 
nd  Kate,  her  bosom  heaying  with 
n,  returned  to  hir  seat,  without  ut« 
I  word. 

'darling  Charles!" faltered  Mrs.  Au- 
[id  wept. 

ver  mind,  Charles— 'let  us  hope  that 
1  get  through  ^yen  /Aw,"  commenced 
when  her  emotion  prevented  her  pro- 
>  Mr.  Aubrey  appeared  to  cast  his 
in,  but  mechanioSuly  only,  over  the 
il,  heart-breaking  letter, 
n't  distress  yourself,  my  Agnes," 
3,  tenderly,  placing  her  beside  him, 
s  arm  round  her— -^*  it  is  only  reason- 
it  these  people  should  ask  for  what 
own;  and  if  their  manner  is  a  little 

,  I'ye  no  patience,  Charles !— It's 
er  of  a  vuAgar,  hard-hearted  fellow," 
Mrs.  Aubrey. 

a— they  are  wretches  !^^nruel  har- 
quoth  Kate,  passionately  wiping  her 
'^  they  know  that  you  haye  almost 
sd  yourself  to  payoffby  fartheereat- 
of  their  abominable  bill ;  and  that 
slaving  day  and  night  to  enable  you 
-here  her  agitation  was  so  excessive 
re  vent  her  nttering  another  word, 
lost  write  and.  tell  them,"  said  Au- 
Imly,  but  with  a  countenance  laden 
oom — ^*  it  is  all  I  can  do— but  if  they 
vepaiienee  Ufilh  mi,  I  will  pay  than 

t,  they'll  put  you  in  prison,  Charles,  I "  we've  certainlY  VvA-vcrj  ^«^  NVa\\«tiK^Ji^ 
r,'»— 4»id  Kate  passionately ;  and  ri-  isb  \&te.''    TVia  ««V!raD^  isa  %  Vwi  '^^^^^ 

9  F  i^ 


Mrs.  Aubrey;  **aiid  so  I  thought  wheal 
saw  him  at  York  for  a  jaoment." 

*<He's  a  hypocrite,  Chatle»— depend 
upon  it;  and  in  this  letter  be  has  thrown 
off  the  mask"— interrupted  Kate. 

««/« it  Am  letter  1  How  do  we  know  Aat 
he  has  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it!"  in- 
quired her  brother,  admit—**  It  is  mnoh 
more  probable  that  it  is  the  production  of 
old  Mr.  Quirk  alone,  for  whom  Mr.  Gani- 
mon  has,  I  know«  a  profound  'contempt. 
The  handwriting  is  Mr.  Oniric's ;  the  a^le 
is  assuredly  not  Mr.  Gammon's,  and  the 
whole  tone  of  the  letter  is  such  as  makoa 
me  confident  that  neither  was  thO  composi- 
tion of  the  letter,  nor  the  idea  of  sending  it* 
his ;  besides,  he  faaa  really  shown  on  avsr^ 
occasion  a  straightforward  and  disinteiSBl 
ed" 

««0h,  Charies,  it  is  yery  weak  of  yon.lo 
be  taken  with  aaoh  a  man ;  he's  a  horrid 
fellow— I  can't  bear  to  think  of  htm !  One 
of  ^ese  days,  Charles,  you'll  be  of  my 
opinion!"— whilst  she  thus  »poke»  and 
whilst  Mrs.  Aubrey  was,  with  a  trembling 
hand,  prepi^g  t6a,a  double  knock  was 
heard  at  the  street  door. 

«*  Gracious,  Charies!  who  can  that  possi- 
bly be,  and  at  this  time  of  night  ?"  eiolaimed 
Katf,  with  alanp0«d  eneigy. 

ji  really  caimot  cbsjectare,?*  m)liod  M^. 
Auorey,  with  no  little  agitation  of  maunsr, 
which  he  found  it  impiQfMiblo  to  c^noeal«4|^ 
"  we've  certainlY  \i\A  "vcrj  ^«^  NVa\\«tiK^«i^ 


TJBN  THOUSAND  A  Y15AJI. 


tlMm  nearly  equal  alarm  and  aialatement,  [  panibii  (who  fdi  that  lie  vas) 
by  laying  Jown  on  the  table  a  card  bearing 
the  iMme  of  Mb.  Gammoit. 

*«  Mr.  Gammon !"  exclaimed  all  three  in 
a  breathy  looking  apprehfe^aitely  at  each 
other — ^*l8  he  alone  7*^  inquired  Mr.  Au- 
biey,  with  forced  ealnmeaa 

"Yea,  air." 

*^Show  him  into  the  parlour,  then,'*  re- 

Bied  Mr.  Aobrey,  **  and  aay  I  will  be  with 
m  in  a  few  momenta*  time.** 

**  Dear  Charles,  don't,  dearest,  think  of 
going  down,**  said  his  wife  and  sister  with 
flzeeasife  alarm  and  agitation ;  desire  him 
to  send  up  his  message.** 

*'  No,  I  shall  ffo  and  see  him,  add  at 
once,**  replied  Mr.  Aubrey,  taking  one  of 
the  candles. 

*^  For  heaTen*8  sake,  Charles,  mind  what 
yon  say  to  the  maa;  he  will  watch  every 
word  you  utter.  And,  dearest,  don*t  stay 
long;  consider  what  tortures  we  siiall  be 
in  !**  said  poor  Mrs.  Aubrey,  accompanying 
him  to  the  door. 

**  Rely  on  my  prudence,  and  also  that  I 
shall  not  stop  long,*'  he  rq>lied ;  and  de- 
•eendingr  the  stairs,  he  entered  the  study. 
'In  a  diair  near  the  little  book-strewn  table 
sat  his  dreaded  yisiter,  who  instantly,  on 
seeing  Mr.  Aubrey,  rose,  with  distress  and 
agitation  yisible  in  his  countenance  and  de- 
portment Mr.  Aubrey,  with  calmness  and 
dignity,  begged  him  to  resume  his  seat; 
aiM  when  he  had  done  so,  sat  down  oppo- 
site to  him,  with  a  sternly  inquisitiTe  look, 
awaiting  his  yisiter*s  errand,  who  did  not 
keep  him  loner  in  suspense.  For — **0h, 
Mr.  Aubrey  !*°  commenced  Mr.  Gammon, 
with  a  somewhat  tremulous  voice,  **  I  per- 
eeiye,  from  your  manner,  Aat  my  fears  are 
Justified,  and  that  I  am  an  intruder-— «  dis- 
hmourable  and  hypocritical  one  I  must  in- 
deed appeal ;  but,  as  one  gentleman  with 
anetiier,  I  request  you  to  hear  me.  This 
yisit  appears  indeed  unreasonable;  but, 
late  this  afternoon,  I  made  a  discovery 
whidi  has  ahocked  me  severely,  nay,  I  may 
aay,  disgusted  me  beyond  expression.  Am 
I  nght,  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  supposing  that  this 
eycniing  you  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Quirk,  and  about  the  balance  due  on  our  ae- 
eountt*' 

•*  Yes,  sir,"  replied  Mr.  Aubrey,  coldly. 

"I  thought  as  much,** muttered  Gam- 
BMm,  with  suppressed  vehemence-^*^  exe- 
enble,  heartless,  sordid  old — And  he  Am«ii;,** 
continued  Gammon,  addressing  Mr.  Au- 
tt<)y  in  an  indignant  tone,  ^  that  my  word 
was  pledged  to  you  that  it  should  be  lonj: 
'hehre  j<m  were  troubled  about  the  bosi- 


^  I  hara  Bottitiig  to  ecympVam  of ^  itt^^  V« 
•iMi  Mr.  Aiibrej,  eyeing  \m  m|^ta\ad  «Qair\ 


"  But!  have,  Mr.  Aubrey,'*  Aaid  Gssbbm 
haughtily.  "  My  senior  partner  has  hnkii 
faith  with  me.  Sir,  yoa  have  already  paid 
more  than  will  cover  what  is  justly  doe  ti 
us ;  and  I  recommend  yoo,  af^  dii8,lo  Aai 
the  bill  taxed.  I  do,  sir,  and  ther^y  j«i 
will  get  rid  of  every  farthing  of  the  balun 
now  demanded.**  Notwithstanding  the  m 
of  sincerity  with  which  this  was  uttered,! 
cold  thrill  of  appreheosion  and  sotpiet« 
passed  through  Mr.  Aubrey's  heart,  aad  ke 
felt  confident  that  some  subtle  and  daof^ 
rous  manceuvre  was  being  practised  opoi 
him — some  hostile  step  urged  upon  him.  for 
instance— which  would  be  onsocceasfol, 
and  yet  afford  a  pretext  to  Messrs.  Qoiik, 
Gammon,  and  Snap  to  treat  him  at  oat 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith,  wai  vamit 
Uiem  in  proceeding  to  extremities. 

**  I  have  no  intention,  sir,  to  do  any  tbii| 
of  the  kind,**  said  he—-"  the  original  zgrtn- 
ment  between  us  vras,  that  your  bill  shod^ 
not  be  taxed.  I  adhere  to  it ;  and  wfaalem 
course  you  may  feel  dispoaed  to  take,  I M 
take  no  steps  whatever  of  the  kind  m 
mention.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  otteif 
impossible  for  me  to  pay"»- 

"Mr.  Aubrey!"  mtemipted  Gtauna, 
imploringly. 

"  And  what  you  intend  to  do,  for  Hei- 
ven*s  sake,  sir,  do  quickly,  and  do  not  kfcp 
me  in  suspense.** 

"  I  perceive,  Mr.  Aubrey,  that  I  am  dii 
trusted,**  said  Gammon,  with  a  somevhi' 
proud  and  peremptory  tone  and  mam, 
"I  excuse  it;  you  are  justly  irritated, isi 
have  been  insulted :  so  have  I,  too,  sir;  isi 
I  choose  to  tell  you,  upon  my  sacred  wod 
of  honour  as  a  gentleman,  that  I  entirrir  i 
disown  and  scout  this  whole  procedot;  I  ' 
that  I  never  knew  any  thing  about  it  tiB,  / 
accidentally,  I  discovered  lying  oa  Mr- 
Quirk's  desk,  afler  his  departure  this  e«i> 
nin^  from  ther  office,  a  roogh  draft  of^lettff 
which  I  presumed  you  bad  received,  etft- 
cially  as,  on  a  strict  in<}uiry  of  the  clerio*! 
found  that  a  letter  had  hfeen  put  into  the  pcsti 
addressed  to  you.  Nay,  more ;  Mr.  Qm 
whose  rapacity  inereaBes,  I  am  ahocked  a 
own-— inversely  with  his  3rears— has  bea' 
for  many  weeks  haraasing  noe  about  tlusd^ 
testable  business,  and  urging  roe  to  eof 
sent,  but  in  vain,  to  such  an  applicatios* 
he  baa  now  meanly  made  behind  my  bael* 
regardless  of  the  injory  it  was  cakalalfd 
to  do  my  feelings,  and,  indeed,  the  ddk 
it  must  throw  over  my  sincerity  and  k^ 
nour.  Only  a  fortnight  ago,  he  aofeHslf 
pledged  himself  never  to  mention  the  wtk 
yist  Xn  «i^tsc  me  or  yon  again,  for  at  ktft 
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fjo  lia^e  received  is  a  transeript  of  the  rough 
«aft  which  I  have  read,  it  is  a  vulgrar,  an- 
feelin?  letter,  and  contains  two  or  three 
wilfully  false  statements.    I  therefore  feel 
it  due  to  myself  to  disavow  all  participation 
in  this  truly  unworthy  affair;  and  if  you 
ttill  distrust  me,  I  can  only  regret  it,  but 
■hall  not  presume  to  find  fault  with  you  for 
it.    I  am  half  disposed,  on  account  of  this, 
and  one  or  two  other  things  which  have 
happened,  to  close  my  connection  with  Mr. 
Quirk  from  this  day*-for  ever.    He  and  I 
have  nothing  in  common ;  and  the  kind  of 
business  which  he  prefers  is  perfectly  odious 
to  me.   But  if  I  should  continue  in  the  firm, 
I  will  undertake  to  supply  you  with  one 
pretty  conclusive  evidence  of  my  sincerity 
and  truth  in  what  I  have  been  saying  to 
you — namely,  that  on  the  faith  and  honour 
of  a  gentleman,  you  may  depend  upon  hear-^ 
mg  no  more  on  this  matter  from  any  mem- 
ber of  our  firm.    Let  the  everd^  Mr.  Aubrey, 
speak  for   itself.**— While  Gammon  was 
speaking,  with  OTeat  earnestness  and  fer- 
vour, he  had  felt  Mr.  Aubrey^s  eye  fixed  on 
him  with  an  expression  of  stem  increduli^ 
which,  however,  he  at  length  perceived, 
with  infinite  inward  relief  and  pleasure,  to 
be  giving  way  as  he  went  on. 

"Certainly,  Mr.  Gammon**— said    Mr. 

Aubrey,  when  Gammon  had  ceased — ^*  the 

letter  yon  have  mentioned,  has  occasioned 

me— and  my  family— 'Very  great  distress: 

for  it  is  utterlv  out  of  my  power  to  comply 

with  its  requisitions :  and  if  it  be  intended 

to  be  reaily^acted  on,  and  followed  up**— 

he  paosed,  anOfuccessfully  concealea  his 

emption,  ^*  all  my  little  plans  are  for  ever 

ftnstrated — and  I  am  at  your  mercy  to  goto 

Jirison,  if  yon  choose,  and  there  end  my 

4aj8.** — I^  paused — ^his  lips  trembled,  and 

bis  eyes  were  for  a  moment  obscured  with 

vtarting  tears.    So  also  was  it  with  Mr. 

CSammon.  **  But,**— resumed  Mr.  Aubrey-— 

««  afler  the  explicit  and  voluntary  assurance 

which  you  have  given  me,  I  feel  it  impossi- 

i>le    not   to  believe  you   entirely.    I  can 

isn&gine   no   motive   for  what  would   be 

otfserwise  such  elaborate  deception.** 

**  Moiive,  Mr.  Aubrey  ?  The  only  motive 
I  am  conscious  of  is,  one  resting  on  pro- 
Iband  sympathy  for  your  misfortunes— -ad- 
■uiation  or  your  character— 4ind  aiming,  at 
yoor  speedy  extrication  from  your  very 
•Srioos  embarrassment.  I  am  in  the  habit, 
Mr.  Aubrsy,**  he  continued,  in  a  lower  tone, 
^  of  eoneealing  and  checking  my  feelings— 
b«it  there  are  occasions*'— he  paused,  and 
added  with  a  somewhat  faltering  voice — 
^  Mr.  Aubrey,  it  pains  me  inexpressibly  to 
observe  that  your  anxieties— yoor  severe 
SKerfloiis— J  mat  in  God  I  majr  not  rightly 
sdd,  jrour  j»-niafiotu^~are  teUiitg  on  your 


appearance.  You  are  esrtainly  mnoh  thin 
ner.**  It  was  impossible  any  longer  ts  dis-^ 
trust  the  sincerity  of  Mr.  Gammon— to  with- 
stand the  arts  of  this  consummate  actor. 
Mr.  Aubrey  held  out  long,  but  at  len^  • 
snrrendexed  entirely,  and  yielded  implicit 
credence  to  all  that  Gammon  had  said- 
entertaining,  moreover,  commensurate  fil- 
ings of  gratitude  towards  one  yrho  had  done 
so  much  to  protect  him  firom  rapacious  ava- 
rice, and  ihe  ruin  into  which  it  would  have 
precipitated  him;  and  of  respect  for  one 
who  nad  evinced  such  an  anxious,  scrupu- 
lous, and  sensitive  jealousy  for  his  own 
honour  and  reputation,  and  resolute  deter- 
mination to  vindicate  it  against  suspicion. 
Subsequent  conversation  served  to  strength- 
en  his  favourable  disposition  towards  Gam^ 
mon,  and  the  same  effect  was  also  produced 
when  he  adverted  to  his  previous  and  un- 
warrantable distrust  and  disbelief  of  that 
gentleman.  He  looked  fatigued  and  harass- 
ed ;  it  was  growing  late ;  he  had  come  en 
his  errand  of  courtesy  and  kindness,  a  great 
distance :  why  should  not  Mr.  Aubrey  ask  ^ 
him  up  stairs,  to  join  them  at  teal  To  be 
sure  Mr.  Aubrey  had  hitherto  felt  a  disin-' 
clination-4ie  scarce  knew  whjr-— to  hava 
any  more  than  mere  business  intercousse 
with  Mr.  Gammon,  a  member  of  such  a 
firm  as  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap— and, 
moreover,  Mr.  Runnington  had  more  than 
once  let  fkll  expressions  indicative  of  vehe- 
ment distrust  of  Mr.  Gammon;  so  had  the 
attorney-general ;  but  what  had  Gammon's 
conduct  been  1  Had  it  not  practically  given 
the  lie  to  such  insinuations  and  distrust, 
unless  Mr.  Aubrey  was  to  own  himself 
incapable  of  foiming  a  judgment  on  a  man's 
line  of  conduct  which  had  been  so  closely 
watched  as  that  of  Gammon  bv  himself, 
Aubrey!  Then  Miss  Aubrey  had  overhand 
especially  that  venr  evening— ^pressed-a 
vehement  dislike  of  Mr.  Gammon— avowed, 
also,  her  early  and  uniform  di8trust^-*twould 
be  extremely  embarrassing  to  her,  suddenly 
to  introduce  into  h^r  presence  such  an  inr 
dividual  as  Gammon:  again,  he  had  pro- 
mised to  return  auickly,  in  order  to  relieve 
their  anxietr :  wn^r  should  he  not  have  the 
inexpressible  gratification  of  letting  Mr. 
Gammon  himself,  in  his  own  pointed  and 
impressive  manner,  dispel  all  their  fears! 
He  would,  probably,  not  stay  long. 

^  Mr.  Gammon,*' said  he,  having  balanced 
for  some  minutes  thiMe  conflicting  conside- 
rations in  his  mind — ^*  there  are  only  Mn. 
Aubrey  and  my  sister  up  stain.  I  am  sore 
they  will  be  happy  to  see  me  return  to  them 
in  time  for  tea,  accompanied  by  the  bsaaw 
of  ^n^  amea>Aa  lai\ui%%  "»*  ^«qxi^%  ^^ 

Mr.  QaWaVMtet.Xo  \»  ^^'^'^^•'^^j. 
wben  in  iheVi  i^t«i«D«^  «iA  n«^  ^  i«»^ 
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it  together,  tnd  were  dreadftilly  distoibed 
at  its  contents.'*  AfWr  a  &int  show  of  re- 
luctance to  trespass  on  the  ladies  so  sudden- 
Lt  and  at  so  late  an  hour,  Mr.  Gammon 
slipped  off  his  ffreat-coat,  and  with  secret 
but  suppressed  feelings  of  exultation  at  the 
success  of  his  scheme,  followed  Mr.  Aubrey 
up  stairs.  He  felt  not  a  little  fluttered  on 
entering  the  room  and  catching  a  first  glimpse 
of  the  two  loTely  women-^and  one  of  them 
Mi$$^ubrey-^-eiitin\^  in  it,  their  faces  turned 
with  eager  interest  and  anxiety  towards  the 
door  as  he  made  his  appearance.  He  ob- 
served that  both  of  them  started  and  turned 
exceedingly  pale. 

*^  Let  me  tntrodace  to  you,''  said  Mr.  Au- 
Vrej,  quickly,  and  with  a  bright  assuring 
smile,  **  a  gendeman  who  has  kindly  called 
to  relieve  us  all  from  great  anxiety— Mr. 
G^ammon:  Mr.  Gammon,  Mrs.  Aubrej— 
Miss  Aubr^."  He  bowed  with  an  air  of 
deep  deference,  but  easy  self-possession; 
kb  soul  thrilling  within  him  at  the  sight  of 
her  whose  image  had  never  been  from  before 
bb  eves  since  3iey  had  first  seen  her. 

**  I  shall  trespass  on  you  for  only  a  few 
minutes,  ladies,'*  said  he,  approaching  the 
diab  towards  which  he  was  motioned.  ^*  I 
could  not  resist  the  opportunity  so  politely 
afforded  me  by  Bfr.  Aubrey  of  pc^ying  my 
eompliments  here,  and  personally  assuring 
yon  of  my  utter  abhorrence  of  the  mercenary 
and  oppressive  conduct  of  a  gentleman  with 
whom,  alas!  I  am  closely  connected  in 
business,  and  whose  letter  to  you  of  this 
•vening  I  only  casually  became  acquainted 
with  a  few  moments  before  starting  off 
hither.  Forg^et  it,  ladies;  I  pledge  mv 
honour  that  it  shaQ  never  be  adea  onr^ 
This  he  said  with  a  fervour  of  manner  that 
could  not  but  make  an  impression  on  those 
whom  he  addressed.  ' 

^^Fm  sure  we're  happy  to  see  you,  Mr. 
Gammon,  and  very  much  obli^  to  you, 
indeed,"  said  Mrs.  Aubrey,  with  a  sweet 
imile,  and  a  face  firom  which  alarm  was 
vanishini^  fast.  Miss  Aubrey  said 'nothing : 
her  brilliant  eyes  glanced  with  piercing 
anxiety,  now  at  her  brother,  then  at  his 
companion.  Gammon  felt  that  he  was  dis- 
trusted Nothinff  could  be  more  preposses- 
sing. 4nore  bland  and  insinuating,  without 
a  traoe  of  liilsomeness,  than  Mr.  Gammon's 
manner  and  address,  as  he  took  his  seat  be- 
tween Mre.  Aubrey  and  Miss  Aubrey,  whose 
|)alenes8  rather  suddenly  gave  way  to  a 
vivid  and  beautiful  flush;  and  her  eyes  pre- 
sently sparkled  with  deli^rhted  surprise  on 
jperoeiving  the  reiiefed  air  of  her  orother. 


severity  conceniing  him  tint  veiy 
and  of  which  he  now  appeared  so  and* 
ving,  it  threw  into  her  manner  towards 
a  sort  of  delicate  ^nd  charming  embana» 
roent.    Her  ear  drank  in  eageriy  every  wod 
he  uttered— eo  pointed,  so  significant,  •» 
full  of  earnest  good-will  towards  her  bnh 
ther.    His  manner  was  that  of  a  gentlenna, 
his  countenance  and  conversation  that  of  i 
man  of  intellect,— -was  this  the  keeo  uA 
cruel  pettifogger  whom  she  had  learned  tt 
once  to  dread  and  to  despise  1    lliej  and 
he  were,  in  a  word,  completely  at  their 
ease  with  one  another,  within  a  fewminutei 
afler  he  had  taken  his  seat  at  the  tea-table. 
Miss  Aubrey's  beauty  shone  that  e^eniai 
with  even  unwonted  lustre,  and  appeared  y 
if  it  had  not  been  in  the  least  impaired  \j 
the  anguish  of  mind  which  she  had  so  loig 
suffer^.    Tis  quite  impossible  for  me  ti 
do  justice  to  the  expression  of  bco*  full  bloca- 
ing  blue  eyes — an  expression  of  miofM 
passion  and  intellect— of  blended  sdbMi 
and  spirit,  that,  especially  in  conjuiielka 
with  tne  rich  tones  of  her  voice,  shed  som* 
thing  like  madness  into  the  breast  of  Ga»> 
mon.    She,  as  well  as  her  lovely  aOBh 
in-law  was  dressed  in   monming,  wlidk 
infinitely  set  off  her  daxiling  coaqpteiioi^ 
and,  simple  and  elegant  in  its  drapeiy,  dis- 
played her  exouisite    proportions   to  thi 
greatest  possible   advantage.      **  Oh,  sf 
God !"  thought  Gammon,  wiUi  a  momenoij 
thrill  of  disgust  and  horror;  *^and  thisittis 
transcendent  creature  of  whom  that  Htsk 
miscreant.  Titmouse,  spoke  to  me  in  toai 
of  Such  presumptuous  and  revolting  lieeMdT 
What  would  he  not  have  given  to  kiwthi 
fair  and  delicate  white  hand  that  passed  id 
him  his  tea-cup !    Then  G  ammoo's  tfaoi^ 
turned  for  a  moment  inward — toAy,  tdMi 
teoundrel  was  he  !    At  that  instant  he  wi% 
as  it  were,  reeking  with  his  recent  lis.   Bi 
was  there  on  cruel,  false  pretences,  whidi 
alone  had  secured  him  access  into  that  tiflh 
drawing-room,  and  brought  him  into  em^ 
guity  with  the  dazzling  beau^  beside  boa^ 
pure  and  innocent  as  beautiful ;— he  wnt 
fiend  beside  an  angel.    What  an  exeeaUi 
hypocrite  was  he ! 

He  caught  on  that  memorable  ocessioB,t 
sudden  glimpse  even  of  his  own  vokai 
SELFISHNESS— -a  sight  that  gavehimacoU 
shudder.  Then,  was  he  not  in  the  pitsws 
of  his  victims  .2— -of  those  whom  he  was  ii$ 
pressing  on  to  the  verge  of  destmctieD-^ 
whom  he  was,  at  that  moment,  medita&i| 
profound  and  subtle  schemes  of  misdm 
At  length  they  all  got  into  acimated  ooofS; 
sation.  He  was  infinitely  «trpck  a5«d  «li|ioiM 


snd  the  apparent  cordiality  and  aUvcerity  of  ,     .  . 

3fr.  Gamiqoo.    When  the  ieftec\Ai\^moT^W«  ^^  ^xaSic^^ 
^feif  on  her  ozpressions  of  haiaVrnfiiss  mA^A ^^ax TnaanBCv^^\!«^ V^'^xia i yd  fMs 
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fbl  eonscioasness  of  not  having  made  the 
least  way  wUh  them;  though  physically 
near  to  them,  he  seemed  yet  really  at  an  un- 
approachable distance  from  them,  and  par- 
ticularly from  Miss  Aubrey.     He  felt  that 
the  courtesy  bestowed  upon  him  was  acci- 
dental, the  result  merely  of  his  present  posi- 
tion, and  of  the  iiitelligenoe  wnich  he  had 
eome  to  communicate ;  it  was  not  personal 
^-^twas    nothing  to   Gqmmon   himaejft  it 
would  never  be  renewed,  unless  he  should 
lenew  his  device.    There  was  not  the  faint- 
est semblance  of  Bympalhy  between  them 
mnd  him.    Fallen  as  tney  were  into  a  lower 
sphere,  they  had  yet  about  them,  so  to  speak, 
m  certain  atmosphere  of  conscious  j>ersonal 
eonsequence,  derived  from  high  birth  and 
breeding—from  superior  feeling^s  and  asso- 
ciations—from  a  native  frankness  and  dig- 
nity ef  character,  which  was  indestnictible 
and  inalienable,  which  chilled  and  checked 
undue  advances  of  any  sort.    The^  were 
ttili  the  Aubreys  of  Yatton,  and  he,  m  their 
presence,  still  Mr.  Gammon  of  the  firm  of 
Qaiilt,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  of  Saffron  Hill 
--«nd  all  this  on  the  part  of  the  Aubreys 
without  the  least  effort,  the  least  intention, 
or  consciousness.    No,  there  had  not  been 
exhibited  towards  him  the  faintest  indica- 
tion of  hauteur.     On  the  contrary,  he  had 
been  treated  with   perfect   cordiality  and 
frankness.    Yet,  dissatisfaction  and  vexa- 
tion were,  he  scarce  knew  at  the,  moment 
why,  completely ^oo(i«n^  him.    Had  he  ac- 
earately   analjrxed    his    own  feeliil^  he 
would  have  discovered  the  real  cause  to 
Ittve  been — kU  own  unreasonable^  uniustifi' 
mbk  wishes  and  intentions.    They  talked  of 
Titmouse,  and  his  mode  of  life  and  conduct 
•—of  his  expected  alliance  with  the  Lady 
Cecilia,  at  the  mention  of  which  Gammon's^ 
^uick  eye  detected  a  pasfiing  smile  of  scorn 
OQ   Miss  Aubrey*s  countenance,  that  was 
death  to  all  his  own  fond  and  ambitious  hopes. 
After  he  had  been  sitting  with  them  for 
•eareely  an  hour,  he  detected  Miss  Aubrey 
stealthily  glancing  at  her  watch,  and  at  once 
mrose  to  take  his  departure,  with  a  very  easy 
and  graceful  air,  expressing  an  apprehen- 
sion that  he  had  trespassed  upon  their  kind- 
ness.    He  was  cordially  assured  to  the 
eontrary,  but  invited,  neither  to  prolong  his 
stay,  nor  renew  his  visit.  Miss  Aubrey  made 
btm,  he  thought,  as  he  inclined  towards  her, 
rather  a  formal  courtesy ;  and  the  tone  of 
voice— «oft  and  silvery— in  which  she  said 
«*  good-night,  Mr.  Gammon,'*  fell  on  his 
eager  ear,  and  sunk  into  his  vexed  heart, 
Bke  moeio.    On  quitting  the  house^a  deep 
iigh  of  disappointment  escaped  him.    As 
he  ffssed  for  a  moment  with  longing  e?es 
Atf  wiadowt  of  tbo  room  in  which  Miss 
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Aubrey  wm  sitting,  he  fdt  proibond  de» 
preesion  of  spirit;  he  had  altogether/oiiledr 
and  he  had  a  sort  of  cursed  consciousness 
that  b^  deserved  to  fail,  on  every  account* 
Her  image  was  before  bis  mind's  eve  every 
moment  while  he  was  threading  his  way- 
back  to  his  chambers  at  Thavies'  Inn ;  he 
sat  for  an  hour  or  two  before  the  remhanTof 
bis  fire,  lost  in  a  revery ;  and  sleep  came 
not  to  his  eyes  till  a  late  hour  in  the  morn* 
inff.    Just  as  his  tortuous  mind  was  losing 
hdd  of  its  sinister  puVpose  in  sleep,  Mr* 
Aubrey  might  have  been  ^eea  taking  his 
seat  in  his  Uttle  study,  having  spent  a  rest- 
less night.    *Twa8  little  mdre  thah  half^ 
past  four  o'clock  when  he  entered,  candle 
in  hand,  the  scene  of  his  early  and  cheerful 
labours,  and  took  his  seat  befi>re  bis  table 
covered  with  loose  manuscripts  and  books. 
His  face  was  certainly  overcast  with  anxie- 
ty, but  his  soul  was  calm  and  resolute.  Ha- 
ving lit  his  fire,  he  placed  his  candle  on  the 
table,  and  leaning  hack  for  a  moment  in  his 
chair,  while  the  flickering  increasing  light  of 
his  crackling  fire  and  candle,  revealed  to 
him,  with  a  sense  of  snugness,  his  shelves 
crammed  with  books,  and  the  window  cover- 
ed with  an  ample  crimson  curtain,  effectually 
excluding  the  chill  morning  air— be  reflect- 
ed with  a  heavy  sigh  upon  the  precarious 
tenure  by  which  he  held  the  little  comforts 
that  were  yet  led  to  him.     Oh!— thought 
he— if  Heaven  were  but  to  relieve  me  from 
the    frightful    pressure  of  liability  under 
which  I  am  bound  to  the  earth,  what  la- 
bour, what  privation  would  I  repine  att 
What  gladness  would  not  spring  up  in  my 
heart  t    But  rousing   himself  from   vain 
thoughts  of  this  kind,  he  began  to  arrange 
his    manuscripts,  when  his  ear  caught  a 
sound  on  the  stair— 'twas  the  light  step  of 
his  sister,  coming  down  to  perform  her  pro* 
mised  undertaking — not  an  unusual  one  by 
any  means-^to  transcribe  for  the  press  the 
manuscript  he  was  about  completing  that 
morning.    **  My  sweet  Kate,"  said  he  ten- 
derly, as  she  entered  with  her  little  chamber 
light,  which  she  extinguished  as  she  enter*- 
ed— -**I  am  realjy  grieved  to  see  you  stir* 
ring  So  early — go  back  to  bed."    But  she 
kissed   his   cheek  affectionately,  and  re* 
fused  to  do  any  such  thing;  and  telling 
him  of  the  restless  night  she  had  passed,  of 
which  indeed  her  pale  and  depressed  fea/» 
tures  ^ore  but  too  legible  evidence,  she  sat 
herself  down    in    her  accustomed  place, 
neariy  opposite  to  him,  cleared  aivay  space 
enough  lor  her  little  desk,  and  then  opening 
it,  was  presently  engaged  in  her  delightful 
task— for  to  her  it  tuos  indeed  dialv^^lv^^-^ 
of  copying  onV\iQt\ito'Caiek^%  ^(WK^^fi^^'^^ 
Thua  the  mX,  vS^o^  a^  Sa^*i&a^v»aap^ 
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floaroe  opening  her  lips,  except  to  ask  him 
to  explain  an  illegible  word  or  so,  till  the 
hoar  had  arrifed— «ight  oVlock — ^for  the 
^ose  of  their  morning  toil.  The  reader 
will  be  pleased  to  hear  Uiat  the  article  on 
which  thej  had  been  engaged-— and  which 
was  OB  a  Question  of  foreign  politics,  of 
great  difficulty  and  importance— produced 
him  a  cheque  for  sixty  guineas,  and  excited 
▼ery  general  attention  and  admiration.  Oh, 
how  precious  was  this  reward  of  his  honour- 
able and  severe  toil !  How  it  cheered  him 
who  had  earned  it,  and  those  who  were. 


upon  the  subject,  that  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  kit 
alas !  entirely  dependent  upon  his  noble  ex-  ^faUen  fortunes,  was  heartlessly  forgotten  or 
ertions!    And  how  sensibly  it  augmented   neglected  by  the  distinguished  fiieodsaod 


their  little  means !  Grateful,  indeed,  were 
all  of  them  for  the  success  which  had  at- 
tended his  labours ! 

As  I  do  not  intend  to  occupy  the  reader 
with  any  details  relating  to  Mr.  Aubrey's 
Temple  avocations,  I  shall  content  myself 
with  saying,  that  the  more  Mr.  Weasel  and 
Mr.  Aubrey  came  to  know  of  each  other,  the 
more  Aubrey  respected  his  lecral  knowledge 
and  ability,  and  he,  Aubrey°s  intellectual 
energy  and  successful  applicaUon,  which, 
indeed,  consciously  brought  home  to  Aubrey 
its  own  reward,  in  the  daily  acquisition  of 
solid  learning,  and  increasing  facility  in  the 
use  of  it.  HLb  mind  was  formed  for  things, 
and  was  not  apt  to  occupy  itself  with  mere 
words,  or  technicalities.  He  was  ever  in 
qnest  of  the  principles  of  law,  its  reason, 
and  spirit.  He  quickly  began  to  appreciate 
the  sound  practical  good  sense  on  wnich  al- 
most all  the  rules  of  law  a^e  founded,  and 
the  effectual  manner  in  which  they  are  ac- 
commodated to  the  innumerable  and  ever- 
varying  exigrencies  of  human  affairs.  The 
mere  forms  and  technicalities  of  the  law, 
Mr.  Aubrey  often  compared  to  short-hand, 
whose  characters  to  the  uninitiated  appear 
quaint  and  useless,  but  are  perfectly  invalu- 
able to  him  who  has  seen  the  object,  and 
patiently  acquired  the  use  of  them. 

Whatever  Mr.  Aubrey's  hand  found  to 
do,  while  studying  the  law,  he  did  it,  in- 
deed, with  his  mi^t— which  is  the  grand 
secret  of  the  difference  in  the  success  of  dif- 
feront  persons  addressing  themselves  to  le- 
gal studies.  Great  or  small,  easy  or  difil- 
eolt,  simple  or  complicated,  interesting  or 
uninteresting,  he  made  a  point  of  mastering 
U  thoroughly,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  by  Am 
tfwndForUt  which  generated  early  a. habit 
of  kelf-reltance  which  no  one  better  than  he 
knew  the  value  of-«how  inestimable,  how 
indispensable  not  to  the  lawyer  merely,  but 
to  any  one  entrusted  with  the  responsible 
ntana^etienl  of  affaire*    In  sVioil,  VieYi^ii  ^\ 


frequently  surprised  Mr.  Weasel  widi  fbe 
exactm^  and  extent  of  his  legal  informa- 
tion—his acuteness,  clear-heaoedoess,  aad 
tenacity  in  dealing  with  matters  of  down- 
right difficulty-r^ind  Mr.  Weasel  had  aere- 
nd  times,  in  consultation,  an  opportunitjrof 
expressing  his  very  flattering  opinion  co»> 
corning  Mr.  Aubrey  to  the  attomej-geoB- 
ral.  The  mention  of  that  eminent  person 
reminds  me  of  an  observation  which  1  in- 
tended to  have  made  some  time  ago.  Tht 
reader  is  not  to^  imagine,  from  my  silean 


associates  of  former  and  more  prosperoos 
days.  It  was  not  they  that  withdrew  from 
him,  but  he  that  withdrew  from  them ;  and 
that,  too,  of  set  purpose,  resolutely  adhered 
to,  on  the  ground  that  it  could  not  be  otho- 
wLse,  without  seriously  interfering  with  the 
due  prosecution  of  those  plans  of  lifeot 
which  were  dependent  not  only  his  all,  and 
that  of  those  connected  with  him — bat  his 
fond  hopes  of  yet  extricating  himself,  br  hia 
own  personal  exertions,  from  the  direful  diA 
ficulties  and  dangers  which  at  present  ea^ 
vironed  him — of  achieving,  with  his  ova 
right  hand,  independence. 

The  attorney-general  frequently  calkd 
to  inquire  how  he  was  getting  on ;  and,  Ut 
me  not  forget  here  to  state  a  fact  which  I 
conceive  infinitely  to  redound  to  poor  Aa- 
brey's  honour— viz.:  that  he  thrice  refaaed 
offers  i#ade  him  from  very  hlghquarteii,of 
considerable  ^ineeurts^  t,  t,  handsome  nia* 
ries  for  purely  nominal  services — which  he 
was  earnesUy  and  repeatedly  remindei 
would  at  once  afford  him  a  liberal  maiDt^ 
nance,  and  leave  the  whole  of  his  timt»  at  his 
own  disposal,  to  follow  any  pursuit  orpr»> 
fession  which  he  chose.  Mr.  Aubrey  josdy 
considered  that  it  was  very  difficult,  if  not 
indeed  impossible,  for  any  honourable  aad 
high-minded  man  to  be  a  sinecurist.  He 
that  holds  a  sinecure,  in  ray  opinioo,  ii 
plundering  the  public;  and  how  it  ia  kai 
contrary  to  the  oictates  of  honour  and  j«^ 
tice,  deliberately  to  defraud  an  individnl 
than  deliberately  and  openly  to  de&aud  thai 
collection  of  individuals  called  the  poblki 
let  casuists  determine. 

As  for  Mr.  Aubrey,  he  saw  stretching  be 
fore  him  the  clear,  straight,  bright  line  d 
honour,  and  he  resolved  to  follow  it,  with 
out  faltering  or  wavering,  oome  what  coat 
might  He  resolved,  with  the  blessing  c^ 
Providence,  that  his  own  exertions  aboild 
procure^his  bread,  and  if  such  was  the  wS 
q(  HQA.ven^lead  him  to  distinction  aouii^ 


UiB  tfoceess  which  b  sure  to  nUeiid  lOhe  ex-\  icox^vxA.  '^^a  \a^  V«:(&si^  vhis  delenn: 
^tions  9faman  ofsaMnoraenseaxviaiB^nM^'^^^^i^^^^  i«vX^^  \a  nr^s^  ^^  ^afer- 
-ho  is  ja  earnest  in  what  he  U  «iM»i    Bb\i»^«  >»  Y^*^  '^^  *^^^  ^•x^V^^n^'^ 


TSN  THOU^ANO  A  TBAR 


ttt 


ft  Ilie  etngi^e.  Such  m  tpiiit  muit  cotv 
■CTv  wbatever  is  oppoted  to  it.  What  is 
ifietiUy?  Only  a  word  indTcstiDg  the 
egree  of  stmi^  requisite   for  acoom- 


plishing  partieolar  odjeets;  a  mere  nottee^ 
of  the  aeeessity  for  exertion;  a  bugbear  to 
children  and  fools ;  only  a  mere  stimulus  to 


men. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 


Mb.  Gammok  felt  very  little  di^culty  in 
pattini^  off  Mr.  Qtlirk  from  his  purpose  of 
Bnfoicingr  the  pajrment  by  Mr.  Auorey  of 
Uie  balanc^  of  his  account ;  in  demonstrating 
to  him  the  policy  of  waiting  a  little  lon^r. 
He  pledged  himself^  when  the  proper  time 
came^  to  adopt  measures  of  nnooubted  efii- 
eacy, — assonng  his  sullen  senior  in  a  low 
tone,  that  since  his  letter  had  reached  Mr. 
Aabroy,  eiicumstanees  had  ocenrred  which 
would  render  it  in  the  last  degree  dangerous 
to  press  the  gentleman  upon  the  subject. 
What  that  was  which  haa  happened,  Mr. 
Gammon,  as  nsnal,  refused  to  state.  This 
was  a  eonsidetable  souree  of  yexation  to 
the  old  gentleman ;  but  he  had  a  far  greater 
SMy  in  the  decisive  and  final  overthrow  of 
hia  fondlv  cheijshed  hopes  concerning  hie 
dsnffhter*8  alliance  with  Titmouse. 
'  The  paragraph  in  the  "Aurora,"  an- 
nouncing &fr.  ntmonse*s  engagement  to 
lus  brilliant  relative,  the  Lady  Cecilia,  had 
emanated  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Gammon, 
who  had  had  several  objects  in  view  in 
living  early  publicity  to  the  event  he  an- 
•oan^  in  such  courtly  terms.  Happening 
HI  the  morning  on  which  it  appeared,  to  be 
glancing  over  the  fascinating  columns  of 
the  Aurora^  at  a  public  office,  (the  paper 
taken  In  at  their  own  establishment  nemg 
the  Morning  Growls)  he  made  a  point  of 
purchasing  that  day^s  Aurora  f  and  on  re- 
tnminflr  to  Saffron  Hill,  he  inauired  whe- 
ther Mr.  Quirk  were  at  home.  Hearing  that 
he  was  sitting  alone,  in  his  room,— in  rush- 
ed ^  Mr.  Gammon,  breathless  widi  surprise 
sod  hasto,  plocldng  the  paper  out  or  his 
pocket,  "By  heavens,  Mr.  Quirk!"— he 
almost  gasped,  as  he  doubled  down  the 
paper  to  the  place  where  stood  the  an- 
nonncement  in  question,  and  put  it  into  Mr. 
Qairk*s  hands, — "this  young  fellow's  given 
you  the  slip,  after  all !  See  f— The  moment 
that  my  back  is  tamed**—— 

Mr.  Quirk  having  with  a  little  trepidation 
adloated  his  spectacles,  perused  the  para^ 
^gnfb  W9ib  a  tomewhat  aaab&d  Ace.    He 


had,  in  fact,  for  seme  time  had  grievous 
misgivings  on  the  subject  of  his  chance  of 
becoming  the  father-in-law  of  his  dietin- 
ffuished  client,  Mr.  Titmouse ;  but  now  Ms 
mintest  glimmering  of  hope  was  suddenly 
and  completely  extinguished,  and  the  old 
gentleman  feltqnito  desolate.  He  looked 
up,  on  finishing  the  paragraph,  and  gazed 
rather  ruefully  at  his  udignant  and  sympa- 
thizing companion. 

**It  seems  all  up,  Gammon,  certainly— 
don't  itt"  said  he,  with  a  flustered  air. 

"  Indeed,  my  dear  sir,  it  does !  You  have 
my  sincerest"-*— — 

**Now,  come,  t'other  end  of  the  tiling. 
Gammon!  You  know  every  promise  m 
marriage  has  two  ends— one  joins  the  heart, 
and  t'other  the  pocket;  out  heart,  in  pocket 
•^eo  have  at  him,  by  Jove!"  He  rose  up 
and  rubbed  his  hands  as  he  stood  beforei 
the  &Te,  *«  Breach  of  promise— thundering 
damaees — devilish  deep  purse— special  iury 
— ^broken  heart,  and  all  that !  I  wish  he'd 
written  her  more  lettere !  Adad,  I'll  hare 
a  shot  at  him  by  next  assizes — a  writ  on 
the  file  this  very  day!  What  d'ye  think 
on't,  friend  Gammon,  between  ourselves  1** 
•  •*  Why,  my  dear  sii^-to  tell  you  the  truth 
— am't  you  really  well  out  of  it?  He'^ia 
miserable  little  upstart— he'd  have  made  a 
wretohed  hnsbanfl  for  so  superior  a  girl  as 
Miss  Quirk."  t 

^Ah— ay!  ay!  She  is  a  good  giri, 
Gammoii--there  you're  right;  would  have 
made  the  best  of  wires — my  eyes,  (between 
ouTselres!)  how  that'll  go  to  the  jury! 
Gad,  I  fancy  I  see  'em — perhaps  all  of 'em* 
dan^tere  of  their  own." 

''Looking  at  the  thing  calmly,  Mr. 
Quirk,"  said  Gammon  gravely — apprehen- 
sive of  Mr.  Quirk's  carrying  too  far  so  vexr 
absurd  an  affair—**  where's  the  evidence  of 
the  promise  1  Because,  you  know,  there*e 
certainly  wmetMng  depends  on  that— eh  f* 

^  Evidence  f    Dience  take  you,  Gammoa ! 
where  are  yo\iT  w\\a^    "^'A^«««»\   Vss^s— ' 
lots  of  k\    AmHib«»\-^«il3!e&«v\    K\^\ 


^ 


TISff  THOUBikND  A^YEAM. 


<'YM8ir,«ll  three;  viid  Hie  eoidiiitt 
the  door,  too.  Niek j  Crewbar's  to  bt  if 
at  three,  mt**— - 

ul  see— I  kBOfir^'m  raify,**  nfM 
Mr.  Quirk,  who  was  presently  seated  b  tbi 
coach  with  three  gentlemen,  to  whoa  ht 
minutely  explained  the  person  of  Mr.  Nicky 
Crowbar,  and  the  place  at  which  i^  wm 
quite  certain  that  Mr.  Crowbar  cooki  itf 
have  been  at  half-past  eight  o*cloek  m 
Tuesday  the  9th  ot  July,  seeing  that  b 
happened  at  that  precise  time  to  be  el» 
where,  in  company  with  these  three  gesti^ 
men— >tp  wit,  at  Chelsea,  and  noi  at  Ck^ 
homm 

ThoQgh  Mr.  Gammon  tfios  tympatUBl 

with  one  of  the  gentle  beings  who  had  b«i 

**  rifled  of  all  their  sweetness,**  I  giieftto 

say  that  the  other.  Miss  Tagrag,  nerer  occk 

pied  his  thoughts  for  one  momeoL    S 

at  a  pinch — and  in  a  matter  neither  knew  nor  cared  whether  or  notib 

about  his  daughter !    Ah,  how  oflen  you've  was  apprised  of  the  destjuclion  of  tU  hff 

feen  'em  togeuier — ^walking,  talking,  laugh-  rfond  hopes,  by  the  paragraph  which  hi 


la  eompetent  witness  1  Wait  and  see  old 
Qaleb  Quirk  cret  into  the  box.  Til  settle 
^  hash  in  h  Jf  a  minute.*' 

*  Yes — if  you're  believed,  perhaps.'* 

"  Believe  be !    Who's  to  be  belie? ed , 

if  her  own  father  isn't!" 

**Why,  you  may  be  too  much  swayed  by 
your  feelings !" 

^^ Feelings  be !    It's  past  all  that; 

he  has  none — so  he  must  pay,  for  he  has 
cash !  He  ought  to  be  made  an  example 
of!" 

^*  Still,  to  come  to  the  point,  Mr.  Quirk, 
I  TOW  it  quite  teases  me— this  matter  of  the 
eridence" 

^* Evidence!  Why,  Lord  bless  my  soul, 
Cammon,"  quoth  Quirk,  testily,  **  haven't 
you  had  your  eyes  and  ears  open  all  this 
whilst  Gad,  what  a  crack  witness  you'd 
make!  A  inan  of  your — ^your  intellect- 
serve  a  friend  at  a  pinch — and 


ing,  dancing,  riding— writ  in  her  album-^ 
made  her  presents,  and  she  him.  Evidence  9, 
Oceans  of  it,  and  to  spare !  Secure  Subtler^' 
and  I  wouldn't  take  £5000  for  my  verdict !" 

**  Why,  you  see,  Mr.  Quirk,"  said  Gam- 
mon, very  seriously — *^  though  I've  striven 
my  utmost  these  six  monOis  to  bring  it 
about,  the  artful  little  scamp  has  never  given 
me  the  least  thing  that  I  could  lay  hold  of, 
and  swear  to." 

**  Oh,  you'll  reeolket  enough,  in  due  time, 
friend  Gammon,  if  you'll  only  turn  your 
attention  to  it;  and  if  you'll  bear  in  mind 
it's  life  and  death  to  my  poor  girl.  Oh 
liOrd !  I  must  get  my  sister  to  break  it  to 
her,  and  I'll  send  sealed  instructions  to  Mr. 
— —  Weasel,  shall  we  say  1  or  Lynx  1  ay. 
Lynx ;  for  he'll  then  have  to  fight  for  his 
own  pleadings ;  and  can't  turn  round  at  the 
trial  and  say,  *this  is  not  right*'  and  *  that's 
wrong,'  and,  *why  didn't  you  have  such 
and  such  evidence?'  Lynx  is  the  man; 
and  I'll  lay  the  venue  in  Yorkshire,  for  Tit- 
mouse is  devilish  disliked  down  there ;  and 
a  special  jury  wHl  be  only  too  glad  to  cive 
him  a  desperate  slap  in  the  chops !  We'll 
lay  the  damages  at  twenty  thousancrponnds ! 
Ah,  ha!  I'll  teach  the  young  villain  to 
break  the  hearts  of  an  old  man  and  his 
daughter.  But,  egad,"  he  pulled  out  his 
watch,  ^half-past  two;  and  Nicky  Crow- 
bar sure  to  be  put  up  at  three !  iSj  Jove ! 
it  won't  do  to  be  o;it  of  the  way :  he's  head 
of  the  gang,  and  they  always  come  down 
yeiy  liberal  when  they're  in  trouble.  Snap ! 
Amminadab!  hollo!  who's  there t  Brat 
tbfim  allf  why  don't  they  speak  V    The  old 


appeared  in  the  Jktrarom    In  met  he£^tbl 
he  had  really  done  enough,  on  the  put  if 
Mr.  Titmouse,  for  his  early  fneui  and  p 
tron,  Mr.  Tagrag,  on  whom  the  stieui  if 
fortune  had  set  in  strong  and  steady;  ai 
in  short,  Mr    Gammoa  anew  that  HhM 
Tagrag  had  received  a  substsntial  menflli 
of  his  connection  with  Tittlebat  TitaxMn 
In  fact,  how  truly  disinterested  a  mas  wm 
Mr.  Gsmmon  towards  all  with  whoi  ki 
clone  in  contact!     What  had  he  nocdcai^ 
as  I  have  been  sayingr,  for  the  TBgiafil 
What  for  Mr.  Titmouse?     What  for  ib 
EariofDreddlingtonI  What  for  Mr.  (hi^ 
and  even  Suap  ?    As  for  Mr.  Qnii^  badii 
not  been  put  in  possession  of  his  long  is im' 
bond  for  £10,0001  of  whieh,by  thewvrtki 
allotted  j810Q0  only  to  the  man— Mr.uw 
mon— by  whose  unwearying  exertioDi  ui 
consummate  ability  he  obtained  so  spkaii 
a  prize,  and  dS300  to  Mr.  Snap.    Thie8,M 
not  Mr.  Quirk  also  been  paid  his  bill  afiiai 
Titnojouse   of  £5000   and    upwardi,  aii 
£2500  by  Mr.  Aubrey  t    And,  ^orereedhf 
the  articles  of. their  partnership,  wbtt 
lion's  half  of  this  spoil  had  not  been  ippi^ 
priated  to  the  respectable  old  head  oitbi 
firm  1    Mr.  Gammon  did  undoubtedly  eoa- 
plain  indignantly  of  the  triffing  porttootlki* 
ted  to  him,  but  he  was  encountered  bj  iMk 
a  desperate  pertinaci^  on  the  part  of  lb. 
Quirk  as  baffled  him  entirely,  and  esand 
him  to  abandon  his  further  claim  in  ditp^ 
and  despair.    Thus,  the  £20,000  obtcmid 
by  Mr.  Titisouse,  on  mortgage  of  the  Ytf» 
ton  property,  was  redjioed  at  once  to  At 
sum  of  £5000;— but  out  of  tins  hasdittoi 


gentleman  was  soon,  nowevex,  aXUinded  \o«\\)i!l^xvR«  V^  ^%\.  tAXKimet  first,  £808 viA 
**ATe  they  hereV*  he  inquixed  ^  liLi A\xA»re»v»  ^^  ^» '^t. ^^aB&L  Vsi  viiiaiBWi 
Ammixiadal!  entered.  \iiiSiT»i  ^^^w^  \ft\i>A  v^nwjj.\  w*»fcv 
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MKIdae  to  Mr.  Soap,  for  moneys  alieeed  to 
.▼e  been  also  lefAt  bj  him  tohia  friend  Tii- 
9086  at  different  times,  in  the  manner  that 
a  been  already  explained  to  the  reader— 
lap's  demand  for  repayment  being  accom- 
niied  by  verbatim  copies  of  between  forty 
•d  fifty  memoranda,— many  of  them  in 
ncil, — notes  of  hand,  receipts,  I.  O.  U.*s 
:.,  in  whose  handwriting  the  figures  re* 
esenting  the  iunu  -/eni,  and  the  times  when, 
uld  not  be  ascertained,  and  did  not  signi- 
:  it  being,  in  point  of  law,  good  prima 
\eie  evidence  tot  Snap,  in  the  event  of  a 
al,  simply  to  produce  the  documents  and 
ove  the  signature  of  hi^  friend  Mr.  Tit- 
Mise.  Titmouse  discharged  a  Tolley  of 
iprecations  at  Snap's  hes^,  on  receiving 
is  unexpected  claim,  and  referred  it  to 
r.  Gammon;  who,  af^r  subjecting  it  to  a 
nd  Jide  and  very  rigorous  examinattfSli, 
md  it  in  vain  to  attempt  to  resist,  or  even 
minish  it;  such  perfect  method  and  accu- 
(y  had  Snap  observed  in  his  accoontji, 
It  they  secured  him  a  clear  gain  of  JS350 ; 
I  difference  between  that  sum  and  dS500, 
ing  the  amount  actually  and  bond  fide  ad- 
(K^  by  him  to  Titmouse.  Deducting, 
nrefore,  i&1300,  (the  amount  of  the  two 
nor  demands  of  j8800  and  €500  above 
scified,)  there  remained  to  Mr.  Titmouse 
i  of  the  J8d0,000  the  sum  of  JS3700 ;  and 
ought  to  have  been  thankful;  for  he 
gpfti  have  got  iM^'n^ ,-r7oreven  have  been 
Might  in  debtor  to  Messrs.  Qairk,  6am- 
iii«  and  Snap.  I  say  that  Mr.  Gammon 
Nild  seem,  from  the  above  statement  of 
counts,  not  to  have  been  dealt  with  in  any 
nree  adequately  to  his  merits.  He  felt  it 
robi^soon  reconciled  himself  to  it,  occu- 
k1  as  lie  was  with  arduous  and  extensive 
•culations,  amidst  all  the  complication  of 
bich  he  never  for  a  moment  lost  sight  of 

0  object,  viz.— >Atiiuejf.  His  schemes 
nre  boldly  conceived,  and  he  went  about 
e  accomplishment  of  them  with  equal  pa- 
^e  and  aagacity.  Almost  every  thmg 
as  going  as  he  could  wish.  He  had  con- 
ived  to  place  himself  in  a  very  convenient 
iV-and-looee  sort  of  position  with  reference 
^his  fellow-partners— one  which  admitted 

his  easily  disengaging  himself  from  them, 
benever  Uie  proper  time  arrived  for  taking 
ch  a  step.  He  was  absolute  and  para- 
ount  over  Titmouse,  and  could  always  se- 
18  his  instant  submission,  by  virtue  c^ 
e  fearful  and  mysterious  talisman  which 

1  erver  and  anon  dashed  before  his  startled 
«8.  He  had  acquired  great  influence, 
lo,  ever  the  Earl  <m  Dreddlington— 4m  in- 
lence  which  was  constantly  on  the  in* 
iase ;  and  had  seen  come  to  pass  an  event 
jieli  he  Judged  to  he  ofgn^t  importance 


Titmouse  flind  the  Lady  Cecilia.  Yetwafe 
there  one  object  which  he  had  proposed  to 
himself  as  incalculably  valuable  and  su- 
premely desirable— as  the  consummation  of 
all  his  designs  and  wishes ;— I  mean  the 
obtsining  the  hand  of  Miss  Aubrey — and  in 
which  he  had  yet  a  fearful  misgiving  of 
failure.  But  he  was  a  roan  whose  couragt^ 
rose  with  every  obstacle;  and  he  fixedly 
resolved  within  himself  to  succeed,  l,  any 
cost.  *Twas  not  alone  his  exqultite  appre- 
ciation of  her  personal  beauty,  her  grace, 
her  accomplishments,  her  lovely  temper,  her 
lofty  spint,  her  high  birth— objects  all  of 
them  dazzling  enough  to^a  man  of  such  a 
powerful  and  ambitious  mind,  and  placed  in 
such  circumstances  in  life  as  Gammon. 
There  were  certain  othar  considerations,  in- 
timately involved  in  all  his  calculations, 
which  rendered  success  in  this  affair  a  mat- 
ter of  capital  importance— >nay  indispensa- 
ble. Knowing,  as  I  do,  what  had  passed, 
at  different  tiroes,  between  that  proud  and 
determined  girl,  and  her  constant  and  en- 
thusiastic lover,  Mr.  Delamere,  I  am  as  cer- 
tain as  a  man  can  be  of  any  thing  that  has 
not  actually  happened,  that,  though  she 
may  possibly  not  be  fated  to  become  Mrs. 
Delamere,  she  will  certaifily  never  be- 
come—Mrs. Gammon.  Loving  Kate  as  I 
do,  and  being  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gammon,  I  feel  deep  interest  in  his  move- 
ments, and  am  watching  them  with  great 
apprehension  :—«he,  lovely,  innocent,  un- 
suspicious; he,  subtle,  selfish,  unscrupu- 
lous, desperate !  And  he  has  great  power 
in  his  hands:  is  he  not  silently  surround- 
ing his  destined  prey  with  unperceived  but 
inevitable  meshes  ?  God  guard  thee,  my 
Kate,  and  reward  thy  noble  devotion  to  thy 
brother  and  his  fallen  fortunes!  Do  we 
chide  thee  for  clinging  to  them  with  fond 
tenacity  in  their  extremity,  when  thou  art 
daily  importuned  to  enter  into  that  station 
which  thou  wouldst  so  adorn  t 

Gammon^s  reception  by  the  Aubreys,  in 
Vivian  Street— kind  and  courteous  though 
it  had  surely  been— had  ever  since  rankled 
in  his  heart.  Their  abstaining  from  a  re- 
quest to  him  to  prolong  his  stay,  or  to  re- 
new his  visit,  he  had  noted  at  the  time,  and 
had  ever  since  reflected  upon  with  pique 
and  discouragement.  Nevertheless  he  was 
resolved,  at  all  hazards,  to  become  at  least 
an  occasional  visiter  in  Vivian  Street. 
When  a  fortni^t  had  elapsed  without  any 
further  intimation  to  Mr.  Aubrey  concerning 
the  dreaded  balance  due  to  the  firm.  Gam- 
mon ventured  to  call  in,  for  the  purpose  of 
assuring  Mr.  Aubrey  that  it  was  no  mere 
temporary  \\jS\",  \3tvaX  \l^  m\^x  ^vs«ix\i\% 
mind  of  a\\  >MiiBajaVxw»%  oxi  ^^^  «v3^s^«X\  jwiSk 


ikifl^— oune/f,  the  engagement  between  [of  ttking  ^Yiethcs  Va  ^5j^tcixsL<»^>Q»^ 
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lold  Mr.  Aubrey  tnxl3rthat  he  both  could, 
and  would  restrain  the  hand  of  Mr,  Qnirk. 
Could  Mr.  Aubrey  be  otherwise  than  grate- 
ful for  such  active  and  manifestly  disint^ 
rested  kindness  1 

Again  Grammon  made  his  appearance  at 
Mrs.  Aubrey*8  tea-table— and  was  again  r»- 
eeived  with  all  the  sweetness  and  frank- 
ness of  manner  which  he  had  formeriy  ex- 
perienced from  her  and  Miss  Aubrey. 
Again  he  called,  on  some  adroit  pretext 
or  another — and  once  heard  Miss  Aubrey's 
rich  voice  and  exquisite  performance  on 
the  piano.  HoiMcame  subject  to  emotions 
and  impulses  of  a  sort  that  he  had  never 
before  experienced :  yet,  whenever  he  reti- 
red from  their  fascinating  society,  he  felt 
an  aching  void,  as  it  were,  within — ^he 
perceived  the  absence  of  all  sympathy 
towards  him;  he  felt  indignant-4)ut  that 
did  not  quench  the  ardour  of  his  aspirations. 
*Tis  hardly  necessary  to  say,  that  on  every 
occasion  Gammon  enectually  concealed  the 
profound  and  agitating  feelings  which  the 
sight  of  Miss  Aubrey  called  forth  in  'him ; 
and  what  a  tax  was  this  upon  his  powers  of 
concealment  and  self-control !  How  he  laid 
himself  out  to  amuse  and  interest  them  all ! 
With  what  racy  humour  would  he  describe 
the  vulgar  absurdities  of  Titmouse— the 
stately  eccentricities  of  the  Dreddlingtons ! 
With  what  eager  and  breathless  interest 
was  he  listened  to !-  No  man  could  make 
himself  more  unexceptionably  agreeable 
than  Gammon ;  and  the  ladies  really  took 
pleasure  in  his  society ;  Kate  about  as  far 
from  any  notion  of  the  real  state  of  his  feel- 
ings as  of  what  was  at  that  moment  going 
on  at  the  antipodes.  Her  reserve  towards 
him  sensibly  lessened ;  why,  indeed,  should 
she  feel  it,  towards  one  of  whom  Dr.Tatham 
spoke  so  highly,  and  who  appeared  to  war- 
rant iti 

Moreover,-Mr.  Gammon  took  special  care 
to  speak  in  the  most  unreserved  and  unquali- 
fied manner  of  the  mean  and  mercenary  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Quirk— of  the  miserable  style 
of  business  in  which  he,  Mr.  Gammon,  was 
compelled,  for  only  a  short  time  longer,  he 
trusted,  to  participate,  and  which  was  really 
revolting  to  his  own  feelings ;  in  short,  he 
did  his  best  to  cause  himself  to  appear  a 
sensitive  and  high-minded  man,  whose  un- 
happy fate  it  had  been  to  be  yoked  with 
those  who  were  the  reverse.  Mr.  Aubrey 
regardf  d  him  from  time  to  time  with  silent 
anxiety  and  interest,  as  one  who  had  it  in 


his  powen  at  any  instant  he  might  choose, 

to  cause  the  suspended  sword  to  fall  upon 

him ;  at  whose  will  and  p\eMnT«  he  confd- 

Qned  in  the  onjoyment  of  h\a  preBenXdciiMft- 

ttc  happiness,  instead  of  bwng  VncMCfet^X  .^J^J^^ 

in  ori6on«  but  who  had  ^iheiUi  «vuMMd%\^.u. 


^sposition  of  signal  forbearance,  ibeai 
good-natore,  and  disinterestednen.  IVy 
often  used  to  speak  of  him,  and  compare  the 
impression  which  his  person  and  condiet 
had  produced  in  their  minds;  and  is  tvo 
points  they  agreed — ^tfaat  he  exhibited  a■xi^ 
ty  to  render  himself  agreeable;  and  ta 
there  was  a  certain  something  about  his  e^ 
which  none  of  them  liked.  It  seemed  « 
though  he  had  in  a  manner  two  natora; 
and  mat  one  of  them  was  watching  the  ft 
forts  made  by  the  other  to  begaile! 

While,  however,  the  Fates  thus  frownJ 
upon  the  aspiring  attempts  of  Gamnra 
towards  Miss  Aubrey,  they  smiled  ben^ 
nantly  enocgh  upon  Titmouse,  and  his  nt 
with  the  Lady  Cecilia.  The  first  shod 
over — ^which  no  lively  sensibilities  or  sxnt^ 
feelings  of  her  ladyship  tended  to  protract, 
she  began  insensibly  to  get  famUiar  wii 
the  person,  manners,  and  character  of  la 
future  lord,  and  reconciled  to  her  fatb— 
**When  people  understood  that  xbeymtd 
live  together,"  said  a  very  great  man,  **  tiny 
learn  to  soften,  by  mntnal  accommcdatioiv 
that  yoke  which  they  know  that  they  caosBl 
shake  off;  they  become  good  husbands  ni 
wives,  ^om  the  necessity  of  remaining  Inf 
bands  and  wives,  for  necessity  is  a  poweiM 
master  in  teaching  the  duties  which  it  Wr 
poses."*  The  serene  intelligence  of  Laif 
Cecilia  having  satisfied  her  that  ^  it  was  ha 
fate"  to  be  married  to  Titmouse^  sheTesi|t> 
ed  herself  to  it  tranquilly,  calling  in  to  ha 
assistance  divers  co-operatiTO  reasons  ftr 
the  step  she  had  agreed  to  take.  She  eooU 
thereby  accomplish  at  all  events  one  darinf 
object  of  her  papa's— the  re-onion  of  Ai 
long  and  unhappily-severed  family  imefeHL 
Then  Yatton  was  certainly  a  delightfol  •» 
tate  to  be  mistress  of — a  charming  residcm^ 
and  one  which  she  might  in  all  pnjiah^ 
calculate  on  having  pretty  nearly*  to  hersal 
His  rent-roll  was  large  and  nnencumbeni 
and  would  admit  of  a  handsome  joiiM 
On  her  accession  to  her  own  indepeodfltf 
rank,  the  odious  name  ofTitmonae  would  fr 
appear  in  the  noble  one  of  Lady  DTeiinooo^ 
peeress  in  her  own  ri^ht,  and  represenltfnt 
of  the  oldest  barony  m  the  kindgom.  fkt 
husband  would  then  become  a  mere  ciphtf 
—no  one  would  ever  hear  of  him,  or  ia^ 
after  him,  or  think  or  care  about  faiia-(« 
mere  mote  in  the  sunbeam  of  her  own  tfktt 
dour.  But  above  all,  thank  Heaven!  thfll 
were  many  ways  in  which  a  ttpiu^im 
might  be  brought  about— never  mind  h^ 
soon  after  marriage — a  step  which  was  h^ 
coming  one  quite  of  course,  and  mfSd 
nothing  derogatory  to  the  chararier,  or  i«^ 
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ming^  to  the  peraona]  eonse^^iieiiee  of  the 
ndy— who  indeed  was  almost,  as  of  coarse, 
wognised  as  an  object  of  sympathy,  rather 
lan  of  suspicion  or  scorn. 

These  were  powerfol  forces,  all  impelling 
flr  in  one  direction— end  irresistibly.  How 
oald  it  be  otherwise  with  a  mere  creature 
•foireumstance  like  her  t  Notwithstanding 
U  this,  howcTer,  there  were  occasions  w)ien 
ntmouse  was  presented  to  her  in  a  some- 
rhat  startling  and  sickening  aspect.  Itsome- 
tmes  almost  choked  her  to  see  him— ridi- 
^aloas  object !— in  the  company  of  gentle- 
Ben— -to  witness  their  treatment  of  him, 
lad  then  reflect  that  he  was  about  to  be- 
lome  her—- lord  and  master.  One  day,  for 
aetance,  she  accompanied  the  Earl  in  the 
Hurriage  to  witness  the  hounds  throw  off, 
lot  rar  from  Yatton,  and  where  a  very 
irtlliant  field  was  expected.  There  were, 
a  fact,  about  two  hundred  of  the  leading 
BBBllemen  of  the  county  assembled— and, 
lear  reader,  fancy  the  figure  Titmouse  must 
MiTe  presented  among  them,— -his  (^uizzing- 
riftss  screwed  into  his  eye,  and  clad  m  his  lit- 
Ae  pink  and  leathers  !•— Whata  seat  was  his  \ 
Sow  many  significant  and  scornful  smiles, 
lod  winks,  sm  shrugs  of  the.  shoulders  did 
lis  appearance  occasion  among  his  bold 
lad  h^h  bred  companions!  And  only 
iboot  four  or  five  minutes  after  they  had 
rime  away — ^this  unhappy  little  devil  was 
boionghly  found  out  by  the  noble  animal 
•  rode;  and  who  equsUIy  well  knew  his 
wn  btmness^  and  what  he  had  on.  In  try- 
l|^  to  take  a  dwarf  wall,  on  the  opposite 
\de  of  an  old  green  horse-pond  by  the  road- 
kle*  he  urged  his  horse  with  that  weak  and 
Mlecisive  impulse  which  only  disgusted 
Im ;  so  he  suddenly  drew  back  at  the 
»rgin  of  the  pond,— over  head  and  heels 
B^ir  Titmouse,  and  descended  plump  on 
is  head  into  the  deep  mud,  wihere  he  re- 
lained  for  a  moment  or  two,  up  to  his 
iftCMilders,  liis  little  legs  kicking  about  in 
le  air— 

^  Who's  that  V*  cried  one— and  another 
—and  another— without  stopping,  any 
tore  than  the  Life  Guards  would  have 
iMped  for  a  sudden  individual  casualty 
a  uie  midst  of  their  tremendous  charge  at 
Vaterloo, — till  the  very  last  of  them,  who 
appened  to  be  no  less  a  person  than  Lord 
le  la  Zouch,  seeing,  as  ho  came  up,  the 
asperate  eondition  of  the  fallen  rider,  rein- 
6  up,  dismounted,  and  with  much  effort 
ad  inconvenience  aided  in  extricating  Tit- 
Kimse  from  his  fearful  yet  ludicrous  posi- 
bsi«-— and  thus  preserved  to  society  one  of 
a  brightest  ornaments.  As  soon  as  he 
rm9  safe— a  dismal  spectacle  to  gods  and 
MB,— Jii#  prwerrer,  not  diapcBed,  by  dis- 
fTfiioff  wbo  TitauHue  was^  to  siiperecoga* 


tory*  courtesy,  mounted  his  hone,  leaving 
Titmouse  in  the  care  of  an  old  woman 
whose  cottage  was  not  far  off,  and  where 
Tltmouse^having  had  a  good  deal  of  the 
filth  detached  from  him,  remounted  his 
horse  and  turned  its  liead  homewards — ^heap- 
tily  disposed,  had  he  but  dand^  cmeUy  to 
spur,  and  kidc,  and  flog  it;  aiid  in  this 
pickle— stupid,  and  sullen,  and  crestfallen 
—he  was  overtaken  and  recognised  by 
Lord  Dreddlington  and  Lady  Cecilia,  re- 
turning from  the  field ! 
This  was  her  future  husband— > 
Then  again— poor  Lhdy  Cecilia !— what 
thought  you  of  the  following,  which  wa* 
one  of  the  letters  he  addressed  to  you  1— 
Well  mlfirht  Miss  Aubrey  exclaim, "  how 
I  should  like  to  see  their  correspondence  !^— ^ 

**Th«  Altanjr,  Pkadllly,  London,  \%h  Oct.,  IS-. 

"  Mv  Dkar  Cecilia, 

"I  take  Up  My  pen  To  Inform  you  of 
Arriving  safe  Here,  where  Am  sorry  howr. 
To  say  'Hiere  Is  Nojpne  One  knows  except 
Tradespeople  Going  About  And  so  Dull  on 
Acct.  of  Customers  Out  of  Town,  Dearest 
love  You  Are  the  Girl  of  My  Heart  As  I 
am  Of  Your's  and  am  particular  Lonely 
Alone  Here  and  wish  to  be  There  where  she 
la  how  J  Long  to  Fold  My  dearest  girl  in 
My  Arms  hope  You  Don't  Forget  Me  As 
soon  As  I  am  Absent  do  You  often  Think. 
of  me  wh.  I  do  indeed  of  you.  and  looking 
Forward  to  The  Happy  Days  When  We 
are  United  in  the  Happy  bonds  of  Hym-^^ 
men,  never  To  part  Again  dearest  I  Was 
Driving  yesterday  In  my  New  Cabb  In  the . 

Sark,  where  whom  Shd.  I  Meet  but  That 
liss  Aubrey  Wh.  they  say  (Between  you 
And  Me  and  The  post)  is  Truly  in  a  ual- 
lopping  Consumption  on  Acct.  Of  my  Not 
Having  Her  A  likely  thing  indeed  That  I 
Ever  car'd  for  Such  an  indiridule  whh. 
Never  Did  Only  of  you.  Dearest  What 
shall  I  Send  you  As  A  Gift  Shall  it  Be  In 
The  cloathing  Line,  For  there .  Is  a  Won- 
derful Fine  and  Choice  Assortmt*  of  Caish- 
mere  Shawlii  and  Most  Remarkable  Hand- 
some Cloaks,  All  Newly  arrivM  fr.  Paris,  , 
Never  Tliink  Of  The  price  wh.  Between 
Lovers  Goes  for  Nothing.  However  Large 
the  Fi^re  Only  Say  what  You  Shall  have 
and  Down  It  Shall  Come  And  Now  dearest 
Girl  Adieu. 

"  *TboM  Can't  meet  Again  vho  Never  Part.*. 
*^  dearest  Your^s  to  command  till  death. 

"  T.  TiTMOUSl.'' 

"  P.  T.  O.— Love  and  Duty  To  My  Lord 
(of  Course^  wVioma\ia\\Y«fi\  oiJv^'^wiVa.^ 
py  to  CaU  My  Ya3i3Kv«^-\nAiWi,Vaft  ^^woi^ 

The  b^Un.'' 
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When  poor'  Lady  Oodlia,  received  this  |  begin  to  mend.    In  abort,  the  ehlighmBl 


etter,  and  had  xead  over  only  half-a-dosen 
lines  of  it,  she  flung  it  on  the  floor,  and 
thmw  herself  down  on  the  soik,  in  her 
dressing-room,  ai^d  remained  nlent  and 
motionless  for  more  than  jan  hour;  and 
*4rhen  she  heard  Miss  Macspleuchan  knock 
at  her  door  for  admittance.  Lady  Cecilia 
wtarted  up,  took  the  letter  froiQ  the  floor,  and 

Eut  it  into  her  dressing-box,  before  admitting 
er  humble  companion. 
A  succession  of  such  letters  as  the  above 
might  have  had  the  effect  upon  Lady  Ce- 
eilia^a  ^^attachmetU"  to  Titmouse,  which 
the  repeated  affusion  of  cold  water  would 
have  upon  the  thermometer ;  but  the  Fates 
favoured  Mr.  'Htmouse,  b^  investing  him 
with  a  character,  and  placing  him  in  «  po- 
sition calculated  to  give  him  personal  dig- 
nity, and  thereby  r^eem  and  elevate  him 
in  the  estimation  of  his  fastidious  mistress 
—I  mean  that  of  candidate  for  a  seat  in 
parliament,  for  the  representation  of  a  bo- 
rough in  which  he  had  a,  commanding  influ- 
ence. 

'  After  a  national  commotion  commensurate 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  boon  that  was 
•ought  for,  the  great  bill  for  givino  every 
BODY  EVERY  THING  had  passed  int6  a  law, 
and  the  people  were  frantic  with  joy.  Its 
first  fruits  were  of  a  sort  that  satisfied  the 
publio  expectation,  viz. :  three  or  four  earls 
were  turned  into  marquises,  and  two  or 
three  marquises  into  dukes,  and  deservedly ; 
for  these  great  men  had  far  higher  titles  to 
the  gratitude  and  admiration  of  the  country, 
in  exacting  this  second  Magna  Charta  from 
King ,  than  the  stem  old  barons  in  ex- 
torting the  first  from  King  John — namely, 
they  parted  with  vast  substantial  political 
power,  for  only  a  nominal  quid  pro  quo^  in 
the  shape  of  a  bit  of  ribandf  or  a  strawberry 
leaf.  Its  next  immediate  effect  was  to 
cleanse  the  Augean  stable  of  the  House  of 
.Commons,  by  opening  upon  it  the  floodgates 
of  popuhir  will  and  popular  opinion;  and 
having  utterly  expelled  the  herd  of  ignorant 
and  mercenary  wretches  that  had  so  long 
occupied  and  defiled  it,  their  places  were  to 
be  supplied  by  a  band  of  patriots  and  states- 
men, as  gifted  as  disinterested— the  people^s 
own  enlightened,  unbiassed,  and  deliberate 
choice.  Once  put  the  government  of  the 
country — the  administration  of  affairs— into 
hands  such  as  these,  and  the  inevitable  re- 
sult would  be,  the  immediate  regeneration 
*f  society,  and  the  securing  the  greatest 
happiness  to  the  greatest  number.  It  was 
feaift'Ay  apparent  that,  under  the  old  sys- 


changre  effected  by  the  new  act  M 
considerably  added  to  the  roll  of  eled* 
it  had  not  given  ground  for  serious  ipf^ 
hension  as  to  the  security  of  the  seat  of  ih 
owner  of  the  Yatton  property.  After  t  fwy 
long  and  private  interview  between  Ot^ 
mon  and   Titmouse,  in  which  somrttol 
transpired  which  maybe  referred  to  ^ 
afVer,  it  was  agreed  that — (the  newwrti 
having  issued  within  one  week  i^"! 
calmed  and  sobered  new  <t>nstituenH«f  *■ 
tern,  ve  had  sank  into  iTTedeem^iVAe  totv- 1  Wfj^v   or^nfzed — which  again  htd  fc* 
tempt  abroad,  and  weie  on  the  \eT^  nw^X  vi\%e\^   ^^««uei^  ^wV^c&xv  %  week  j**  ^ 
ofmin  a  nd  anarchy  at  .home.    So  tme  N»  \X-i  WtVet  ^^  'v^^sm^  ^^  ^^^  ^r!Cv->*c\!^5«^* 
^«  when  things  come  to  the  'woi%X,^«^\%\io«\^  VtuJasfiCi^  %r«ssi'««v^^^»»P 


and  enlarged  constitoeiiciea  beiran  fortbvi& 
to  look  out  for  fit  objects  of  their  ehoies-^ 
for  the  best  men ;  men  of  independent  kh 
tune ;  of  deep  stake  in  the  wdfere  of  Ac 
conAtry ;  of  spotless  private  and  contisteit 
public  character ;  who,  hsTing  had  adecpnn 
leisure,  opportunity,  inclination,  and  cn^ 
city,  had  fitted  themselves  to  undenau^ 
with  advantage  to  the  country,  the  pan 
responsibilitiesof  statesmen  and  legisiatoiik 
Such  candidatesi^erefbre,  as  Mr.  'Htib 
bat  Titmouse  became  naturally  in  univtfal 
request;  and  the  consequence  waSfSedii 
prodigious  flight  of  Titmice  into  the  Hem 
of  Commons — ^but  whither  am  I  wandertaf ! 
I  have  to  do  with  only  one  little  borongfb— 
that  of  Yatton,  in  Yorkshire.    The  gial 
charter  operated  upon  it,  by  extendiiv  ia 
boundary  ^Grilston,  and  one  or  two  of  Ai 
adjacent  places  being  incorporated  intothi 
new  borough.    I  have  ascertained  fraai 
very  high  quarter,  in  fact,  from  a  deeemd 
cabinet  minister — a  carioos  and  impoilal 
fact;  that  had  Mr.  Titmouse  failed  ii  » 
covering  the  Yatton  property,  or  beei  d 
different   political    opinions,  in  eitherif 
these  cases,  the   little    borough  of  Yi^ 
ton  was   doomed    to    otter    extinctioBri  V 
circumstance  which  shows  the  signal  ?►  1 1 
gilance,  the  accurate  and    coraprebeaan  1 1 
knowledge  of  local  interests  and  canMfr 
ties  evinced  by  these  great  and  good  ■■ 
who  were  remodelling  the  representatioiif 
the  country.  And  litne  did  my  hero  soipMl 
that  his  political  opinions,  as  newly  nm 
led  owner  of  Yatton,  formed  a  topie  d 
anxious  discussion  at  more  than  one  ttit 
net  meeting,  previous  to  the  passing  of  Ai 
Great  Bill !  As  its  boundary  was  extenM 
so  the  constituency  of  Yatton  was  enluKvii 
the  invaluable  elective  franchise  beinggfi 
to  those  moUt  in  need  of  the  advantaffei  il 
could  immediately  procure ;  and  the  flMf 
nature  of  whose  interest,  natnially  eali» 
ced  their  desire  to  consult  the  interesti  if 
those  who  had  a  permanent  and  deep  itdi 
its    welfare.    Thougrh,    therefore,  A* 
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ik^  hj  annonneiiig  his  dstermination  to 
trt  for  the  borough.  As  soon  as  iftis  was 
own,  a  deputation  from  the  new  electors 
Grilston  waited  upon  Mr.  Titmouse— to 
»pose  the  terms  on  whidi  their  support 
IS  to  be  obtained.  Titmouse  was  ssttie- 
lat  startled — but  Gammon  saw  in«it4.the 
(itimate  working  of  the  new  system ;  and 
nothing  was  ever  better  managed— «obo- 
in  any  mischievous  secret— no  one  com- 
mised;  but  the  result  was,  that  one  hnn- 
)d  and  nine  plumpers  were  secured  in 
ilston  alone  lor  Mr.  Titmouse.  Then 
onmon  appointed  Messrs.  Bloodsuck  and 
n  the  lo^  agents  of  Titmouse;  for  whom 
wrote  an  address  to  the  electors-— and, 
tmouse  promising  to  hare  it  printed 
thwith,  Mr.  Gammon  returned  to  town 

a  day  or  two.  Nothing  could  have 
m  more  skilful  than  the  addreto  which 
had  prepared— terse,  and  eomprehen- 
e,  and  showy,  meaning  erery  tning  o? 
hing— (tio/oMM  9emper  venahir  in  ffene- 
ffriM,  was  an  obserration  of  Lord  Coke's, 
which  Gammon  kept  his  eye  fixed  in 
wing  up  his  ^  address.*')  Yet  it  came 
>a98  that  on  the  evening  of  the  day  of 
mmon's  departure,  a  Mr.  PhelimO'Doo- 
,  a  splendid  bilhard  player,  and  also  one 
the  nrst  members  returned— only  a  few 
rs  before— for  an  Irish  b'>roiiffh  in  the 
»eral  interest,  chanced  to  take  Yatton  in 
way  to  Scotland  from  London;  and  be- 

intimate  with  Mr.  Titmouse,  from 
om  he  had  borrowed  a  little  money  a 
r  months  before,  to  enable  him  to  pre* 
tt  himself  to  his  constituency— they  sate 
im  to  canvass  the  merits  of  the  address 
ich  the  astute  but  abaeni  Gammon  had 
ipaied  for  Titmouse.  They  pronounced 
devilish  dull  and  tame;**  Mr.  0*Doodle 
nparing  it  to  toddy,  with  the  whitkey 
itledf  and  availing  himself  of  Gam- 
111*8  draft  as  far  as  he  approved  of  it,  he 
)w  up  the  following  address,  which  put 
tmouse  into  an  ecstasy ;  and  he  sent  it 
'  the  very  next  momin?  for  insertion  in 
)  Yorkshire  Stingo.  Here  is  an  exact 
py  of  that  judicious  and  able  perfonnance. 

'o  the  vorthy  tnd  independent  eleetora  of  Yfttton. 

'*  Gentlemen,— His  Majesty  having  been 
^sed  to  dissolve  the  late  Parliament  under 

2f  remarkable  and  exciting  circumstances, 
«  in  the  midst  of  the  transports  of  en- 
osiasm  arisinGf  out  of  the  passing  of  that 
Bond  Great  Charter  of  our  Liberties,  the 
^f(»  Ginng  Every  body  Every  Hung,  to 
■  ,apon  Tou  to  exercise  immediately  the 
rh  and  glorious  privilege  of  choosing  your 
^i^esentstive  in  the  New  Parliament,  I  beg 
^e  to  annoonce  mjaelfaa  a  candidate  for 
^,  difittngmabed  honour.     Gentlemen,, 


long  before  I  succeeded  in  establishing  my 
right  to  reside  amon^  you  in  my  present 
capacity,  I  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  tenants  of  the  property,  and  especially  / 
of  thoseHfesiding  in  the  parts  adjacent,  and 
who  are  now  so  happily  mtioduced  into  the 
constituency  of  this  ancient  and  loyal  bo- 
rough. I  trust  that  the  circumstance  of  my 
ancestors  having  resided  for  ages  Within 
this  borough,  will  not  indispose  you  to  a 
favourable  reception  of  their  descendant  and 
Representative.  Gentlemen,  my  political 
opinions  are  those  which  led  to  the  passinff 
of  the  Great  Measure  I  have  alluded  to,  and 
which  are  bound  up  in  it.  Without  going 
into  details,  which  are  too  multifarious  for 
the  limilB  of  such  an  address  as  the  present, 
let  me  assure  you,  that  though  firmly  re- 
solved to  uphold  the  agricultural  interests 
of  this  mat  country,  I  am  equally  anxious 
to  sustam  the  commercial  and  mannfactu- 
ring  interests ;  and  whenever  they  are  in 
comlieS  Tith  each  other,  I  shall  be  found  at 
my  post,  zealously  supporting  both,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  ability.  Though  a  sincere 
and  firm  member  and  friend  of  the  £sta-> 
blished  Church,  I  am  not  insensible  to  the 
fearfhl  abuses  which  at  present  prevail  in 
it ;  and  I  am  bent  upon  securing  the  utmost 
possible  latitude  to  every  species  of  Dissent. 
While  I  am  resolved  to  uphold  the  interests 
of  Protestantism,  I  think  1  best  do  so,  by 
seeking  to  mmove  all  restrictions  from  the 
Catholics,  whom  I  am  persuaded  will  sa« 
eredly  abstain  from  endevouring  to  promote 
their  own  interests  at  the  expense  of  ours. 
**  Gentlemen,  the  established  religion  is 
most  likely  to  flourish  when  surrounded  by 
danger,  and  threatened  by  persecution;  it 
has  an  inherent  vitality  which  will  defy,  in 
the  long  run,  all  competition.  Gentlemen, 
I  am  for  Peace,  Retrenchment,  and  Reform, 
which  are  in  fact  the  Three  Polar  Stars  of 
my  political  conduct.  I  am  an  advocate 
for  quarterly  Parliaments,  convinced  that  we 
cannot  too  often  be  summoned  to  give  an 
account  of  our  stewardship, — and  tiiat  the 
frequency  of  elections  will  occasion  a  "whole- 
some  agitation,  and  stimulus  to  trade.  I 
am  for  extending  the  elective  franchise  to 
all,  except  those  who  are  actually  the  in^ 
mates  or  a  prison  or  a  poor-house  on  the 
day  of  election.  I  am  an  uncompromising 
advocate  of  civil  and  religions  liberty  all 
over  the  globe;  and,  in  short,  of  giving  the 
^eatest  happiness  to  the  greatest  number. 
Gentlemen,  before  concluding,  I  wish  to 
state  explicitly,  as  the  result  of  long  and 
deep  inquiry  and  reflection,  that  every  con* 
stitoency  is  entitled,  nay  bound,  to  exact 
from  a  candidate  fot  \\a  woSLx%^«ft<V»\sv»ft» 
strict  zxA  mVittOe  \\©A^  %a  \o\v\%Kvs^s»* 
condjici  iaT?2Lt\\»n«n3u\A  eN«>j  \sav«»>^^ 
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flt  tmalU  tbat  can  totiub  before  it;  in  order 
to  preyent  his  judgment  being  influenced 
and  warped  by  the  dangerous  sophistriee 
and  fallacies  which  are  broached  in  Parlia- 
lnent»  and  his  integritjr  from  the  Itose,  sinis- 
ter, and  corrupting  influences  which  are 
in? ariably  brought  to  bear  on  public  men. 
I  am  ready,  therefore,  to  pledge  myself  to 
anything  that  may  be  required  of  me  by 
any  elector  who  may  honour  me  with  his 
support.  Gentlemen,  such  are  my  political 
principles,  and  I  humbly  hope*  that  they 
will  prove  to  be  those  of  the  electors  of  this 
ancient  and  loyal  borough,  so  as  to  warrant 
the  legislature  in  having  preserved  it  in  ex- 
istence amidst  the  wholesale  havoc  which  it 
has  just  made  in  property  of  this  deMription. 
Though  it  is  not  probable  that  we  shall  be 
harassed  by  a  contest,  I  shall  make  a  point 
of  waiting  upon  you  all  personally,  and 
humbly  answering  all  questions  that  may 
be  put  to  me :  and  should  I  be  returned,  rely 
upon  it,  that  I  will  never  give  you  occasion 
to  regret  your  display  of  so  signal  an  evi- 
dence of  your  conndence  in  me. — ^I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  Grentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  humble  servant, 

T.TlTMOUfc. 
**  TftttoB,  Sd  Decembtr,  18—.' 

••  Upon  my  soul,  if  that  don't  carry  the 
election  hollow,*'  said  Mr.  O' Doodle,  lavinjir 
down  his  nen,  and  mixing  himself  a  fresn 
tumbler  or  brandy  and  water,  ^*  you  may 
call  me  bog-trotter  to  the  end  of  my  days 
and  bo        to  me !" 

♦*  Why — a — ^ya — as !  'pon  my  life  it's 
quite  a  superior  article,"  auoth  Titmouse; 
"but — eh  i  d'ye  think  they'll  ever  belieVe  I 
writ  it  all  t  Effad,  my  fine  fellow,  to  com- 
pose a  piece  of  composition  like  that — ^and 
suppose  those  dear  fellows  begin  asking 
roe  all  sorts  of  thingembobs,  eh?  You 
eouldfiH  stay  and  go  about  with  one  a  bit?" 

"Faith,  Titty,  an'  your  mighty  wide 
awake  to  the  way  of  doing  business,  ah,  ha! 
Murder  and  thieves !  what  does  it  signify 
what  you  choose  to  say  or  write  to  them? 
they're  only  pisintry ;  and — the  real  point 
to  be  looked  at  is  this — all  those  that  you 
command,  of  course  yon  will,  or  send  'em 
to  the  rightabout;  and  these  that  you  can't 
—that's  the  new  blackguards  round  about — 
iruy,  if  it's  necessary,  faith" 

"It's !— .it  tf,  'pon  my  soul!'*  whis- 
pered Titmouse. 

"  Oh  ?  Is  it  in  earnest  you  are  ?  Then 
you're  M.  P.  for  the  borough ;  and  on  the 
strength  of  it  I'll  replenish !''  and  so  be  did, 
fallowed  by  Titmouse;  and  in  a  pretty 
0tete  they,  tome  houi  or  two  afVerRvc^ 


Gammon  tm  Meiiig  the  addma  mliekW 
been  stkfostitated  m  that  which  he  kadf» 
pared,  with^o  much  caatioB  and  taet:  hi 
the  thing  was  done,  and  he  was  obG^H 
submit.  The  Address,  duly  appcsued  ai  tk 
Yorkshire  SUngOy  and  was  also  ^aeudd 
liberally  all  over  the  4>erougfa,  ud  ditt^ 
boled  about,  and  excited  a  ^xmI  deal  dw 
terest,  and  also  nuieh  approbation  lanf 
the  new  electors.  It  was  thought,  ho*- 
ever,  that^'it  was  a  piere  of  snpererogatia, 
inasmuch  as  there  could  be  no  posdbii 
doubt  that  Mr.  Titmouse  would  waik  om 
tke  couru. 

In  this,  however,  it  presently  pro? ed  te 
the  ^uidnmKM  of  Yatton  were  very  giMiy 
mistaken.  A  copy  of  the  Yorkshire  StMfi, 
containing  the  forwoing  ^*  Address,"  v« 
sent,  on  me  day  or  its  publication,  bj  Dt 
Tatham  to  Mr.  Aubrey,  who  had  reidii 
aloud,  with  feelings  of  naingrled  sorrow  ni 
contempt,  on  the  evening  of  its  arrival,  ii 
the  presence  of  Mrs.  Aubrey,  Miss  Asbn^ 
and,  by  no  means  an  unfreqaent  viflU^ 
Mr.  Delamere.  The  Aubreys  weie  ai 
enough;  and  he  endearoured  to  diasiptf 
the  gloom  that  hung  over  them,  by  iidi» 
ling,  very  bitterly  and.  humorously,  the  p 
tensions  of  the  would-he  niember  for  Yads 
— ^the  presumed  writer  (who,  however,  Eii 
protested,  without  giving  her  reasons, oobU 
never  have  been  ^lr.  Titmouse)  of  tke  i» 
cious  "  Address.''  He  partially  sacceeMi 
Both  Aubrey  and  he  laughed  heartiljs 
they  went  more  deliberately  over  it;  bs 
Kate  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  spoke  very  giaicif 
and' indignantly  about  that  part  of  itwkfli 
related  to  the  Established  Chuich  andth 
Protestant  religion. 

"Oh  dear,  dear!"  quoth  Kate,  at Icsfii 
with  a  sudden  burst  of  impetuosity,  aihri 
considerable  and  rather  melancholy  psae 
in  the  conversation ;  "  only  to  think  Ait 
such  an  odious  little  wretch  is  to  repnait 
the  dear  old— ^  What  would  I  not  gin  to 
see  him  defeated  ?" 

"  Pho,  Kate,"  replied*  her  brother,  ntle 
sadly,  **  who  is  there  to  oppose  him  ?  Pkk* 
ering  told  me,  you  know,  that  he  should  f^ 
go  into  the  House  again ;  and  even  if  be  ftk 
disposed  to  contest  Yatton,  what  disnoe 
could  he  have  against  Mr.  Tttmouse^  is* 
flnence?" 

"Oh,  I'm  sure  all  the  old  tenaots  ki«i 
the  little  monkey,  tof'aman." 

"That  may  be,  Kate,  but  diey  mast fflk 
for  him,  or  be  turned  out  of^ 

"Oh,  I've  no  paiience^  Charles, to k«i 
of  such  things !"  interrupted  his 
not  a  litde  petulence  in  ner  manner. 


^\^«i  ^w.  xaftau  to  say,  that  yoa 
were  cond  octed  to  th^r  a^paxtmaivXa.  \>^«i  Na  uka  '^.tvt^  %>k^.\a  ^ntasiifi^^mr 

It  is  difficult  to  deacnhe  ^ba  xafa  ^  \<A)iVa»4^^\'^^\.^'\\\astfM«i>rw 
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Mj.  Delaniera,  wh^had  been  listening  to  the 
-fsfreffoiii^  brief  colloquy  in  silence,  his  eyes 
#Xed  with  eager  delight  on  the  animated 
end  beautifol  coontenanoe  of  Miss  Aubrdy. 

^* Indeed  I  thoald,  Mr.  Delamere,'*  dried 
Kste  ea^ly:  adding,  howevW,  witk  a 
Midden  sigh,  looking  at  her  brother;  **but 
•—heigh-ho !— as  Charles  says,  how  absurd 
it  is  to  fret  one^s-eelf  aboat  it-^bout  a  thing 
we  can't  help— and— a  pljice  one's  no  more 
mmy  concern  with  1"  As  she  said  this,  her 
▼oice  fell  a  little,  and  her  eyes  filled  with 
toars.  But  her  little  sally  had  been  attend- 
ed with  consequences  she  had  little  dream- 
ad  of.  Mr.  Delamere  took  leare  of  them 
shortly  afterwards,  without  communicating 
a  word  of  any  intentions  he  might  have 
conceiTed  upon  the  subject  to  any  of  them. 
Bat  the  first  place  he- went  to,  in  the  moni- 
ing,  was  a  great  baidcer's,  who  had  been 
appointed  the  principal  acting  executor  of 
the  Marquis  of  Fallowfield,  a  yery  recently 
deceased  uncle  of  Delamere's,  whom  his 
Lordship  had  left  a  legacy  of  dS5000 ;  and 
Hwas  to  get  at  this  same  legacy  that  was  the 
abject  orDelamere's  visit  to  Sir  Omnium 
Bullion's.  Forsome  time  the  worthy  baro- 
Mt  who  had  not  then  even  proved  the  will 
—would  not  listen  to  the  entreaties  of  the 
■e^r  young  legatee :  but  the  moment  that 
he  heard  of  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
wanted,  Sir  Omnium  being  a  very  fierce 
Tory,  and  who  had  toil  his  own  snug  bo- 
loagh  by  the  Bill  for  (living  Evefyhody 
Bwary  2n«n^,  instantly  relent^.  ** There, 
my  fine  fellow,  sign  ihat^^^  said  Sir  Omni- 
■m,  toasing  to  him  an  «•  I.  O.  U.  ;£50(M)," 
and  drawing  him  a  check  for  the  amount : 
wishing  him,  with  all  imaginable  seal  and 
anergr,  good  speed.  His  eager  excitement 
would  not  allow  him  to  wait  till  the  eve- 
aing,  for  the  mail ;  so,  within  a  couple  of 
hours'  time  of  effecting  this  delightful 
amnffement  with  Sir  Omnium,  he  was 
aeated  in  a  post-«habe  and  four,  rattling  at 
top  speed  on  his  way  to  Yorkshire.  Suflli- 
eiently  astonished  were  Lord  and  Lady  de 
la  Zouch,  when  he  presented  himself  to 
them  at  Fotheringham.  Infinitely  mor»so, 
when  he  named  the  object  of  his  coming 
down,  and  with  irresistible  entreaties  sought 
his  father's  sanction  for  the  enterprise. 

Twas  very  hard  for  Lord  de  la  Zouch  to 
deny  any  thing  to  one  on  whom  he  doated 
ae  ho  did  upon  his  son.  Moreover,  his  lord- 
ship was  one  ot  the  keenest  politicians 
living;  and  as  tor  elections,  he  was  an  old 
eampaigner,  and  had  stood  several  decorate 
eontests,  and  spent  immense  sums  upon 
tiieoi.  And  here  ¥ras  his  son,  to  use  a  well- 
koown  phrase,  indeed  o  e^»  oJTt&e  o/tf  6/beik  ,* 
I«ord  de  la  Zoocbf  in  tihoTt,  really  felt  a  ae^ 
pk/oBun  ia  eoniemphting  the  reaem- 


blani  9  to  his  early  seif-^nd  after  a  Httle 
demur  he  began  to  give  way.  He  shook 
his  head,  however,  disoouragingly ,  spoke 
of  Delamere  s  youth— barely  two-and-twen-  , 
ty ;  the  certainty  of  defeat,  and  the  annoy- 
ance of  beinff  beaten  by  auch  a  creature  as 
Titmouse ;  Uie  suddenness  and  lateness  of ' 
the  move---and  so  forth. 

More  and  more  impetuous,  howeviJir,  be* 
came  his  son. 

«'  I'll  tell  you  what,  sir,"  said  Lord  De 
la  Zouch,*** it  strikes  me,  that  this  extraor- 
dinary, and  expensive,  and  hopeless  scheme 
of  yours,  is  all  the  result  of— eh?  I  see  1 
understand.  It's  done  to  please— Pray, 
sir,  how  long,  before  you  left  town,  had 
you  seen  Mips"    ■ 

**  I  pledge  my  word,  sir,  that  neither 
Miss  Aubrey,  nor  Mr.  nor  Mrs.  Aubrey— 
whom,  however,  I  certainly  saw  the  very 
night  before  I  started,  and  conversed  with 
on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Titmouse's  address— 
haa  interchanged  one  sellable  with  me  on 
the  subject  of  my  starting  for  the  borough  i 
and  I  believe  them  to  be  at  this  moment  as 
ignorant  of  what  I  am  about  as  you  were 
Uie  moment  before  you  saw  me  here." 

**It  is  enough,"  said  his  father,  who 
knew  that  his  son,  equally  with  himself, 
had  a  rigorous  regard  for  truth  on  all  ocea- 
sidns,  great  and  small. 

•*  Well — I — ^I— certainly,  we  shall  be 
laughed  at  for  our  pains;  ifs  really  a' mad- 
cap sort  of  business,  Geoffry ;  but"— Lord 
De  la  Zouch  had  given  way — **  I  should  not 
like  to  have  been  thwarted  by  my  father  on 
an  occasion  like  the  present;  so,  let  it  be 
done,  as  you've  set  your  heart  upon  it. 
Aiid,"  he  added,  with  a  smile,  «*  pray  sir, 
have  you  considered  what  I  shall  have  to 
pay  for  your  sport  1" 

•*  Not  one  penny,  sir !" 

"  Ay !"  exclaimed  his  lordship  briskly — 
"How's  that,  sir?" 

Then  Delamere  told  him  what  he  had# 
done;  at  which  Lord  De  la  Zouch  firsC 
looked  serious,  and  then  burst  into  laughter 
at  the  eagerness  of  old  Sir  Omnium  to  aid 
the  affiur.  *«No,  no,"  said  his  lordship, 
**  that  roust  not  stand ;  I  won't  have  any 
risk  of  Sir  Omnium's  getting  into  a  scrape, 
and  shall  write  off  to  request  him  to  annul 
the  transaction— with  many  thanks  for 
what  he  has  done — and  I'll  try  whether  1 
have  credit  enough  with  my  bankers—eh, 
Geoffry  1" 

**  You  are  very  kind  to  me,  sir,  but  really 
I  would  rather" 

**  Pho,  pho— let  it  be  as  I  say ;  and  now, 
go  and  dress  for  dhmer,  and,  wtv  that,  the 
sodner  you  get  ahoal  >|out  *kA&w«f  *  '^asi 
1  better.    Letm^aoa^^T^Sl^J^'^^  ^^**«^'^ 
I  it  i«  litiisYwd.    \AV^i-^^^di2aa«i^V«^ 
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for  immediately  from  GnUtton,  to  see  how 
the  land  lies ;  and,  in  short,  if  we  <29  go 
into  the  thinff,  let  us  push  into  it  with  spi- 
rit. And  harK*ee,  sir— «s  to  that  address  of 
yoar*s,  Fli  have  no  despicable  trimming', 
and  tr3rinff  to  eatch  votes,  by  vague  and 
flatten  ng'^—— 

«*  Trust  me,  sir !  Mine  shall  be,  at  all 
events,  a  contrast  to  that  of  my— ^onouroi/e 
opponent,^* 

**Go  straight  a-head,  sir;  nail  your  co- 
lours to  the  mast.  Speak,  out  in  a  plain, 
manly  way,  so  that  no  one  can  misunder- 
•tsnd  you.  Pd  rather  a  thousand  times 
over  see  yon  l^eaten  out  of  the  field<^lose 
the  election  like  a  gentlemaiv— than  win  it 
by  any  soit  of  trickert,  especially  as  hi 
as  the  profession  of  ^our  political  senti- 
ments and  opinions  is  concerned.  Bear 
yourself  so,  Ueofiry,  in  this  your  maiden 
•tmggle,  that  when  it  is  over,  you  may  be 
able  to  lay  your  hand  on  your  heart,  and 
say 9  *I  have  toon  honourably'— ^  I  have 
hat  honourably.'  So  long  as  you  can  feel 
and  say  thu,  laugh  at  election  bills — at  the 
long  faces  of  your  friends — ^the  ezultinff 
faces  of  your  enemies.  Will  you  bear  aU 
this  in  mind,  Geoffry  V*  added  Lord  De  la 
Zooch. 

"I  will,  I  will,  sir,"  replied  his  eager 
son;  and  added,  with  an  excited  air, 
"  Won't*  it  come  on  them  like" 

**  Do  you  hear  that  bell,  sir!"  said  Lord 
De  la  Zouch,  moving  away.  Delamere 
bowed,  and  with  a  bnsk  step,  a  flushed 
cheek,  and  an  elated  air,  betook  himself 
to  his  dressing-roonn  to  prepare  for  dinner. 
'  Shoiily  after  dinner,  Mr.  Parkinson 
made  his  appearance,  and,  to  his  infinite 
amazement,'  was  invested  instantly  with 
the  character  of  a^ent  for  Mr.  Delamere, 
as  candidate  for  Uie  borough!  After  he 
and  the  earl  had  heard  the  following  ad- 
dress read  by  Delamere,  they  very  heartily 
*feipproved  of  it.  Mr.  Parkinson  took  it 
mnne  with  him;  it  was  in  the  printer's 
hands  that  very  night,  and  by  seven  o'closck 
in  the  morning,  was  being  stock  up  plenti- 
fiilly  on  all  die  walls  in  Grilston,  And,  in 
fact,  all  over  the  borough  :— 


**To  tha  Independent  Electon  oftlie  Borpufh  of 
Yatton. 

"  Gentlemen, 
*I  hope  you  will  not  consider  me  pre- 
sumptuous, in  venturing  to  offer  myself  to 
your  notice  as  a  candidate  for  the  honour  of 
representing  you  in  parliament.  In  point 
of  years,  I  am,  I  acknowledge,  even  young- 
er than  the  fentleman  whom  I  have  come 


before  oonteatinflr  wifii  him  iIm 
tion  of  a  borou^  on  which  he  has 
tionably  certain  legitimate  claims.  T^ 
moment,  however,  that  I  rt-ad  his  Addisi^ 
I  resolved  to  come  forward  and  oppose  Inn. 
Gentlemen,  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  giond 
on  which  I  come  forward  is,  that  I  disi^ 
prove  of  the  tone  and  spirit  of  that  Addren, 
and  hold  opinions  entirely  opposed  to  all 
those  which  it  expreaeee,  and  which  I  e» 
sider  to  be  unworthy  of  any  one  seekiag  lo 
grave  a  trust  as  that  of  your  member  of  ¥» 
liament.  As  for  my  own  opinions,  they  » 
in  all  essential  respects  identical  with  tboM 
of  the  gentlemen  who  hare  during  a  kif 
series  of  years,  represented  yoo,  and  eip 
cially  with  those  of  my  highly  honoured  ni 
^ftied.  friend  Mr.  Aubrey.  '  Gentlemen,  ny 
own  family  is  not  unknown  to  you,  nor  an 
the  opinions  and  principles  which  for  cut 
turies  they  have  oonsiatentiy  sapparted,aBd 
which  are  also  mine. 

**  I  am  an  affectionate  and  nnconpnai- 
sing  friend  of  our  gloriooa  and  veatakk 
Established  Church,  and  of  its  nnioe  wilk 
the  State ;  which  it  is  my  inflexible  dei» 
mination  to  support  by  every  means  in  Wf 
power,  as  the  most  effectual  mode  of  met 
ring  civil  and  religious  liberty.^  I  am  ^ 
poMd  to  resist  any  further  conceaaionBeilkf 
to  Roman  Cathohcs  or  Dissenters,  beesoi 
I  think  that  they  cannot  be  made  safi^s 
adyantageonsly.  Gentlemen,  there  »  i 
point  at  which  toleration  becomes  anantiy; 
and  I  am  desirous  to  keep  as  fiir  from  dm 
point  as  possible. 

•*  I  earnestly  deprecate  putting  our  A|^ 
cultural  or  Commercial  and  Manufacdinf 
interests  into  eompetiHan  with  each  ate 
as  needless  and  mischieroua.  Both  m 
essential  elements  in  the  national  vel^ 
both  should  be  upheld  to  the  utmost:  bat 
if  circumstances  should  unhappily  brar 
them  into  ineyitable  conflict,  I  avowajai 
heart  and  soul  a  friend  to  the  Agriculnal 
interest.  Gentlemen,  I  know  not  whcdNr 
it  would  be  more  derc^atory  to  your  da^ 
racter,  or  to  mine,  to  exact  or  give  fki^ 
as  fo  my  conduct  on  any  particular  ■» 
sure,  great  or  small,  which  may  come  b^ 
fore  Parliament.  It  appears  to  me  botkt^ 
surd  and  ignominioua,  and  tnconsisteBt  witk 
every  trae  principle  of  representation.  Om« 
however/'I  willingly  give  you — that  I  w3l 
endeavour  to  do  my  doty,  by  consoldif 
your  interests  as  a  part  of  the  general  ivM- 
ests  of  the  nation.  1  trust  that  I  never  aU 
be  found  uncourteous  or  inacofssible;  asd 
I  am  confident  that  none  of  you  will  esieh 
tain  unreasonable  expectations  conceniaf 


iorward  to  oppose.    But,  m^ee^^  foi  i^«YGcv^'^cr9i«tAA%&tvQ  you  individually  cr  eat- 

facr  of  his  being  peiaonally  acoin^TiTa.>x^Q>A«:^r(^';. 

•toiigTer  to  you,  I  should  Uave  i^uae^  \^tv%\    ^  OiwsAKnwa^  VtEnsi!^  vi^ew^  * 


TKN  TROUBiLND  A  ITS  AIL 


^Tpltdpmjrtilttofi^titimttotfie 

last;  aod,  if  I  faiUta  retire  with  good-lra- 
MOiir.  My  fneodt  and  I  will  keep  a  Tigi- 
Jwit  eye  on  anj  attempts  which  mky  ee 
-loade  to  resort  to  ^nMiae  inflaenoe  or  coer- 
aion;  which,  howerer,  I  cannot  suppose 
will  be  the  case. 

**  Qentiemen,  this  is  the  best  account  I 
can  give  you,  within  the  limits  of  such  an 
Address  as  the  present,  of  my  political 
.^ypinions,  and  of  the  motiyes  which  h&ve  in- 
dnced  me  to  come  forward;  and  I  shall 
within  a  day  or  two  proceed  to  call  upon 
yoa  personally;  and  in  the  meanwhile  I 


**  GenUemen, 

'    ^  Yonr  faithful  semunt, 

**  Giorrmr  Lotcl  Dklambre. 

''FotlMrlarlwiB  CuUe, 
7ih  Dee.  IS-." 

Two  or  three  days  afterwards,  there  ar- 
riTed  at  Mr.  Aubrey's, in  Vivian  Street, two 
.  krse  packef s,  franked  *«  Dc  la  Zouch,*' 
and  addressed  to  Mr.  Aubrey,  containing 
four  copies  of  the  foregoing  *«  Address,^ 
aocompanied  by  the  following  hurried 
note:— 

•*  Mr  DsAR  AuBRBT,— What  think  you 
«f  this  sudden  and  somewhat  Quixotic  en- 
terprise of  my  soni  I  fear  it  is  quite  hope- 
less—but there  was  no  resisting  his  impor- 
tunities. I  must  say  he  is  going  into  the 
affair,  ^which  has  already  made  a  prodi- 

S'ous  stir  down  here,)  in  a  very  fine  spirit. 
is  Jddren  is  good,  is  it  noti  T^e  only 
thing  I  regret  is,  his  enterin?  the  lists  wim 
such  a  little  miscreant  as  that  fellow  Tit- 
mo— c  and,  moreover,  being  batten  by 
bim«  Youra  ever  faithfully  and  affection- 
ately, ««  De  LA  ZoucH. 

"P.  S.— You  should  only  see  little  Dr. 
Tatham  since  he  has  heard  of  it.  He  spins 
mhout  the  village  like  a  humming-top.  I 
hope  that,  as  far  as  his  worldly  interests  are 
eoncemed,  he  is  not  acting  imprudently. 
Oor  dear  love  to  the  ladies.     (In  great 

•*  Fotheringham*  Slh  Dee.  18—/* 

This  letter  was  read  with  almost  suspend- 
ed breath  by  Mr.  Aubrey,  and  then  by  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Aubrey.  With  still  greater  emo- 
tion were  the  printed  enclosures  opened  and 
read.  Each  was  held  in  a  trembling  hand, 
and  with  colour  coming  and  going.  Miss 
Aubrey *s  heart  beat  faster  and  faster ;  she 
turned  very  pale— but  with  a  strong  effort 
recovered  herself.  Then  taking  the  candle, 
she  withdrew  with  a  hasty  and  excited  air, 
taking  her  copy  of  the  Address  with  her  to 
Iter  own  loam;  Mad  (here  bmdt  into  tears. 


and  wispt  fbr  some  time.  SIhB  'fhit  tiir 
heait  dissolvhdg  in  tenderness  towardsEI»- 
lamere :  it  was  some  time  before  she  ooekft 
summon  resolution  enough  to  return.  When 
she  did,  Mre.  Aubrey  made  a  faint  effort  to 
rally  J^er ;  but  each,  on  observing  the  traesi 
of  each  other*s  recent  and  strong  emotion,* 
was  silent,  and  with  difficulty  refrained 
from  bursting  again  into  teare. 

Equallir  stronv  emotions,  bat  of  a  very 
different  description,  were  excited  in  the 
bosoms  of  certain  pereons  at  Yatton  Hall, 
by  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Delamere*s  ad- 
dress. ^Twas  Mr.  Barnabas  Bloodsudt, 
(junior)— a  middle-sixed,  square-set  young 
man,  of  about  thirty,  with  a  broad  race,  a 
very  flat  nose,  light  frizzly  hair,  and  de^ 
set  gray  eyes— «i  bustling,  confident,  hard- 
mouthed  fellow,— who,  happening  to  be 
stirring  in  the  main  street  or  Grilston  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  8th  Dec.,  18 — ,  be- 
held a  man  in  the  act  of  sticking  up  Mr.  De- 
lamere's  Address  against  a  wall.  Having  ' 
prevailed  on  the  man  to  part  with  one,  Mr. 
Bloodsuck  was  within  a  Quarter  of  an  hoar 
on  horseback,  ^Hoping  aown  to  Yatton-— 
almost  imagimng  nimself  to  be  carrying 
with  him  a  sort  of  hand-grenade,  wmen 
might  explode  in  his  pocket  as  he  went  on. 
He  was  ushered  into  the  breakibst  room, 
where  sate  Mr.  Gammon  and  Mr.  Titmoost, 
just  finishing  breakfast. 

^  My  stars — good  morning !  ?entsy-4>ut 
here's  a  kettle  of  fish  !*'  iqooth  Mr.  Blood- 
suck,  with  an  excited  air,  wiping  Ae  per- 
spiration from  his  foreheao;  and  tJien 
plueking  out  of  his  pocket  the  damp  and 
crumpl^  Address  of  Mr.  Delaroere,  Ae  Mud- 
ed  it  to  Mr.  Gammon,  who  changed  colour 
on  seeing  it,  and  read  it  over  in  silence.  Mr. 
Titmouse  looked  at  him  with  a  disturbed 
air;  and  having  finished  his  mixture  ef,  ten 
and  brandy,  "Eh— e— eh.  Gammon!— I— 
say*'— hestammered-^Hvhat's  in  the  wind! 
*Pon  my  soul,  you  look— eh  t" 

"  Nothing  but  a  piece  of  good  fortune,  fn 
which  3fou  are  indebted  to  your  dtstingiiiah- 
ed  friend,  Mr.  Phelim  O'Something,**  re- 
plied  Gammon,  bitterly,  "whose  Addreie 
has  called  forth  an  opponent  whom  you 
would  not  otherwise  have  had.*' 

"  Hang  Mr.  O'Doodle !"  exclaimed  Tit- 
mouse: "I,  'bon  my  precious  soul,  I  al- 
ways tnought  nim  a  fool,  and  a  knave.  Ill 
make  him  pay  me  the  money  he  owes  me  !** 
and  he  strode  up  and  down  the  room,  with 
his  hai^ds  thrust  furiously  into  his  pockets. 

"  You  had  perhaps  better  read  this  Ad* 
dress,"  quoth  Mr.  Gammon,  irith  a  biigfal- 
ing  smile,  "  as  it  slightly  concerns  yoa  ;* 
and  handing  ittoT\tEELO>a»ft^>2ti^V«>d«Et  ipiiii^ 
down  to  o\)«y  Voia. 

**ThaLt  coc^  ^cmH  «i^x>  ^wx*^  ^^ 


TEN  THOUSAND  IL  VBAK. 


la^irfwi  lift  BlooJtotteh  m  htfraMmedliw 
Mit  after  belpina  himMlf  lo  an  enonums 
■Ike  of  €014  beefat  the  fide  table. 

**l  think  it  will,'*  leplied  GaBmon. 
dieoglitfnUy;  and  pTeaently  ooAtiinied,  af- 
ter a  (Niiiae»  ^it  ie  oeeleee  lo  eay  mwf  thiiy 
about  the  hau^^  intolerant  toiyiem  it 
•diaplijs;  that  ia  all  fair ;  but  it  it  not  hard, 
Mr.  Bloodeuek  that  when  I  had  written 
aM  Addieea  which  woold  have  efieetiial- 

ir 

MMr.  Phelim  O^Doodle  owes  ne  three 

handred  ponnda,  Gammont  and   I   h(^ 

Ton'll  get  It  for  me  at  once;  *pon  my  aoul, 

he'a  a  moet  euaed  eoamp,"  quoth  Titmouse 

Ibfioiialy,  looking  np  with  an  air  of  deepe- 

tata  eluicj^nt  on  hearing  Gammon*8  last 

words.    That  gentleman^  however,  took  no 

aotioe  of  him,  and  proceeded,  addressing 

Mr.  BloodsQck-- >*I  have  weighed  eTeiy 

word  in  that  Address;  it  means  misdiief. 

It*b  eridently  been  well  considered;  it  is 

ddm  and  determined—and  we  shall  have  a 

desperate  eenteat,  or  I  am  grisYously  nus- 

taken." 

**E  e  eh!  E— 4i1  What, Gammon V* 
iaquired  Titmouse,  who,  though  his  eyei  ai>- 
neared  to  have  been  tiaTelling  over  the  all- 
important  document  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  had  been  listening  with  trembling 
snidety  to  what  was  sskI  by  his  compa- 
nions. 

^laaythatwe  are  to  have  a  contested 
alsotkm  for  the  borough ;  jou  wonU  walk 
aver  &e  oourae  aa  yon  might  have  done. 
Here^a  a  daagerons  opponent  started." 

M  What  I  Ton  mr  soul— for  aqf.bo- 
Mi|4il    ForYattonr 

«Ores,  and  one  who  will  flght  you  tooth 


»f 


«**Pon— my— preeioius  aouU  What  a 
«arsad  asamp!  What  a  moat  infernal 
hhok ^WhoiaitV 

«•  No  frladfe^fiforil,  sir,"  intarranted  Gam- 
mon, very  sternly ;  ^  bot--a  genUeman  eve- 
ry way  equal  to  vouradif,"  he  added,  with  a 
end  smi&B^  ^tne  Honourable  Mr.  Dela- 
tha  son  and  heir  of  Losd  Da  k 


•f 


Mj^jiagD*  yoadoBU  aay.ao!    Why, 


I 


i 


he'a  a  haadted  thouaaad  a  year,"**  iilHlii^ 
ed  Titmouse,  turning*  Teiy  pale. 

•«  Oh,  Ma<  he  has,  at  leaat,**  tntoMi 
Mr.^Bk>odsook,  who  had  nearty  finisM  t 
tremendous  bieakiast;  »*mnd  two  each  hi^ 
ter  Toriea  yon  never  aaw  or  heai4  of  Vdm 
— ^for  like  father,  like  aon.** 

««Egad!  is  it  1"  inquired  TltaKwae,eoB- 
pletelycresUallen.  ^  Wdl !  and  whst  i^ 
eh.  Gammon  1  IsnH  It!** 

^•It  is  a  very  senoua  buafamaa,**  qaodi 
Gammon. 

•«  By  Jove— isn*t  it  a  cursed  piees  €f- 
impuoenee!  What!  Come  into  mjf  W 
roughf  He  might  as  well  come  into  mj 
house!  Isn't  one  as  mm^  mine  is  tk 
other  !  Ifs  as  bad  aa  liouae-breakiiig^-bst 
we're  beforehand  with  him  with  thoee  print 

chaps  at  Gr ."    Mr.  B1oodsuck*s  le«i^ 

chattered;  *he  glanced  towards  the  door; 
and  Gammon  gave  Titaaosae  a  look  Ito 
almost  paralysed  him. 

>«  They'll  bleed  freely  !**  aaid  Bloodsod. 
with  a  desperate  effott  to  look  conesnni- 
whereas  he  was  in  a  aeeret  eostaay. 

*^  Lord  Db  la  Zooch  coald  not  hafs  m-  I 
tered  into  this  thing  if  he  had  not  aosM  m^  | 
in  view  which  he  conaidera  attainable— sii 
as  for  meney**«— 

**  Oh,  as  for  that,  ten  thoaaand  poaaditB 
him  is  a  mere  drop  in  a  bucket.** 

•«OLoid!  Otord!  aadmuai/s^ 
money  too!"  inquired  Titmouse,  wni 
look  of  ludicrous  alam. 

*«  We  must  talk  thia  matter 
Mr.  Bloodsuck,**  aa 

--^^shall  we  go  to  GrilKton^  or  will  jm 
fetch  your  fat&r  hither!*! 

*«  'Fon  my  aoul.  Gammon,  thoss  tmd 
Aubreys,  you  may  depend  on*t,  are  tt  lb 
bottom  of  all  tbia'^ — 
'  »  Th4d  there's  not  the  leaat  doobt  A** 
quoth  Bloodsuck,  aa  he  huttoned  np  ^ 
coat  with  a  mattei^f-fect  air :  but  thsvori* 
of  Titmouse  canaecf  Gammon  snddmljt^ 
look  first  at  one,  and  then  at  the  odaiil 
them,  with  a  keen  penatraliag  glanee;  s' 
presendy  hisezpreaalTe  oooatenaBsdMeii 
that  niiTirue  had  been  aoeeeeded  bv  ftofl9 
thoughtfulneaa^ 


Gammon,  annosdy 


CHAPTER  XVm. 


Tbkrk  had  not  been  a  contested  election 
tt  Yatton,  till  the  pieeent  one  between  Mr, 
pelamere  and  Mr.  Titmonaey  for  upwards 
of  twenty-foar  years ;  its  two  members  har- 
in^  been,  till  then,  owing  to  the  smallness 
orthe  constituency,  their  comparatiTe  nna- 
nimi^  of  political  sentiment,  and  the  domi- 
nant toflaenee  of  the  Yatton  family,  returned 
pretty  nearly  as  a  matter  of  course.  When, 
therefore,  quiet  little  Yatton  (for  such  it 
was,  albeit  somewhat  enlarged  by  the  new 
Act)  became  the  scene  of  so  sadden  and  hot 
a  contest  as  that  which  I  am  going  to  de- 
scribe, and  under  such  novel  and  exciting 
circnmstances,  it  seemed  in  a  manner,  unite 
beside  itself.  The  walls  were  ererywiiere 
eorered  with  staring,  glarin|r,  placards-* 
red,  blue,  green,  yellow,  white,  purple^- 
judiciously  desi^poed  to  stimulate  the  elec- 
tors into  a  calm  and  intelliaent  exercise  of 
ihe  important  functions,  mre  are  a  few  of 
them :— » 

«*  Vote  for  Tttmodss,  the  Mah  of  the 
PkopLK  !**  Titmousi  and  CmL  and  Bb- 
uoions  LiBKRTT  !**  **  Titmousi  and  Pmu- 
TT  of  EucTioK  !**  **  TiTMonsK  and  Nboko 
Emakcipation  !**  *'  Titmouse  and  Crkap 
Au  !**  M  Vote  for  Titmousi  and  No  Mis- 
TAKK  !**  **  Titmouse  and  QuABTiRLt  Paa- 
LiAMEMTs,  Vote  bt  Ball^^  and  Uiotbb- 
SAL  SurPKAoiB  !^ 

'Twas  thus  that  the  name  of  my  little 
firiend,  like  that  of  many  others  of  his  spe- 
cies, was  attached  to  great  public  questions, 
after  the  manner  of  a  kettle  tied  to  a  dog's 
tail;  and  a  pretty  clatter  it  made! 

i|Bnt  there  were  others  of  a  more  elaborate 
mid  impreasive  character. 

•«  Electors  ofYatton ! !  Be  not  deceiTed ! ! ! 
Ilie  eniemy  is  among  you!  Do  jouwidi 
to  reap  the  full  fruits  of  the  glorious  boon 
lately  eonfened  on  you  %  Rush  to  the  poll, 
and  Vote  for  Titmouse.  Do  tou  wish  to 
see  them  torn  from  your  msp  by  a  selfish 
and  beastly  aristocricyf  Oit  a  pair  (f 
handeuffkt  ind  go  and  vote  for  Mr.  Dela- 
MESE  ?!!!•» 

**  QujBBB.  If  a  eertain  Bonmghmonger^ 
ing  Peer  should  command  his  son  to  vote 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  great  Bill  which  en- 
franchised the  inhabitants  of  Grilston,  Suc- 
eombe,  and  Warkleigh — ^would  not  that  son 
obey  blm  1    Btrw  is  /Aw,  Mr.  Dblamere  t** 

'Twaa  not,  to  give  the  devil  his  due,  Mr. 
TEtaaonsesV  &uH  thai  hu  pltcud  did  not 


contain  many  rulgar  and  prssumptaons  per* 
sonalities  asainst  his  opponent;  but  it  was 
entirely  owmg  to  Mr.  Gammon's  want  of 
the  requisite  wit  and  spirit.  He  ielt  in  fact 
that  such  a  candidate  as  Mr.  Delamere,  af- 
forded but  few  salient  points  of  attack.  In 
respect  either  of  his  person,  his  position  in 
society,  or  his  conduct.  He,  also,  had  his 
placards. — *'  Vote  for  Delamere  V*  **  De- 
LAMERE  and  Indepenpekce  !**  **  Vote  for 
Delamere, thctFARMER'aFaiEHn!*'  •'De- 
lamere, and  the  Comstitutioii  us  Church 
Aim  State  !'* 

Both  the  caiuiidates  established  their 
head-quarters  at  Grilston ;  Mr.  Delamere  at 
the  •Wre  and  Hounds*^  Inn,  Mr.  Titmouse 
at  the  ^  WbodUfusc**  Over  the  bow-win« 
dow  of  the  fbrmei,  streamed  a  noble  blue 
banner,*  with  an  emblazonment  of  the  Bible 
and  Crown,  and  the  words,  •*Cburcr, 
KiKo,  and  Coll8TITUTIOl^— Old  Evolamd 
For  EfER  !**  Over  the  latter  hung  an  im- 
mense yellow  banner,  with  three  stars, 


n>eing  the  •«  Three  Polar  Staia**  ailbken  of 
m  Mr.  Titmouse's  Address,)  and  toe  words 
— '•Peace!  RETREHCtaMSHT! !  Reporm  !  !!** 
in  immense  gilt  letters.  Hie  walls  and 
windows  of  each  were,  moreoTer,  covered 
with  Tarious  coloured  placaida— but  I  shall 
not  weary  the  reader  by  attempting  to  de- 
scribe in  detail  Uie  humours  of  a  country 
election,  which  have  employed  already 
thousands  of  able  and  gmphic  pens  and  pen- 
cila.  Surely  what  efie  are  they  than  tte 
sttcloB  and  stzaws  that  float  along  the  eddy- 
ing and  roughened  suiftce?  The  whole 
mass  of  water  is  moripg  along ;  and  oar 
object  ahould  be  rather  to  oiseorer  ili  depth, 
its  force,  and  direction.  Principles  are  in 
conflict ;  the  fate  of  the  nation  is  invdlped 
in  a  popular  election.  Such  matters  as  I 
hapa  alluded  to,  are  but  ibe  bughable  de» 
vices  resorted  to,  in  order  to  delu£  the  grin 
ning  vulgar,  and  disguise  the  movements  of 
those  caun  and  calcuatinff  pWons  who  art 
playhag  the  deep  game  oi  p^^rics.  Und«c 
cover  of  %  lud\ciaQ»\n^tib>'n&l^^^^ 
eerved,  te  VsMim  ><fc&»Y«aL^twiwo^j- 
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sobjeet  to  certain  petty  local  distuibing 
forces— a  deadly  struggle  for  ascendency 
between  the  monarchicn^and  thedempcrati- 
eal  principle ;  between  rampant  innovation 
and  obstinate  immobility;  between  the 
wealthy  few  and  the  poor  many. ;  between 
property  and  ability.  If  any  thing  like  this 
were  the  case,  how  many  of  the  electors — 
new  or  old — of  Yatton — ^(who  may  perhaps 
be  compared  to  chess-men  in  the  hands  of 
long-headed  players) — knew  any  more 
about  the  matter  than  a  private  soldier  a( 
Waterloo  thought  of,  comprehended,  or 
appreciated,  the  complicate  and  mighty 
schemes  of  a  Weill  ng[t on  or  Napoleon, 
whose  bidding  he  was  doincr,  or  of  the  prodi- 
gious consequences  attacbea  to  the  success  or 
failure  of  either!  Some  people  taUc  vehe- 
mently about  the  ^*  paramount  necessity  for 
educating  the  lower  cl&ses.'?  It  is,  indeed,of 
incedcol^le  importance  that  they  should  be 
instructed ;  but  is  it  not  of  still  higher  import- 
ance that  the  ucpbr  classes  should  be  in- 
structed, if  only  on  the  account  of  their  being 
the  holders  of  that  propcbtt  ,  in  greater  or  less 
proportions,  with  its  inseparable  power  and' 
influence,  whbh,  directly  or  indirectly,  de-' 
termines  all  th&^novements  of  the  state  T 
Could  such  a  state  of  things  as  universal 
euffrase  be  supposed  to  exist  consistently 
with  the  preservation  of  social  order— of  so- 
ciety—it  would  still  be  impossible  to  extir- 
pate >or  effectually  to  counteract  th^influence 
of  property,  m  whose  hands  dbever  it  may 
be  placed.  Plaok  out  the  vilest  of  the  bel- 
lowing bullies  surrodnding  the  hustings, 
him  (of  course  a  non-elector)  most  coq^pi- 
eaona  ioi  his  insolence  and  brutality ;  sup- 
pose him  suddenly  or  gradually  become  the 
owner  of  a  great,  or  small  property,  with 
the  influence  it  gives  bim  byr  customers, 
tenants,  and  dependents:  d(ryou  suppose 
that  he  will  not  at  once,  either  gently  or 
roughly,  according  to  his  temper,  begin  to 
exercise  his  power,  Tthat  which  is  so  dear 
to  the  heart  of  man,)  byjdictating  the  exer- 
cise of  the  elective  franchise  in  favour  of 
those  political  opinions  which  he  may  hap- 
pen to  favor  %  Is  not  this  the  man  to  in- 
struct, and  the  better  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  his  real  influence!  Except  in 
those  ^ef  and  hdrrid  intervals  of  social 

convulsion,    in   which   ium  ««   wawra  vaAty 

cTprrcTOi— "however  popularized  and  extend- 
ed may  apparently  be  the  system  of  electing 
parliamentary  representatives,  those  who 
really  relum  members,  to  Parliament  will — 
whether  themselves  actually  electors  or  not, 
iwd  whethe^;4^^^^^y  ^^  indirectly— 4>d  the 
holden  of  Plppe^y*  ix^  villages,  in  towns, 


may  split  their  beads  in  rain,  and  dntlH 
till  the  arrival  of  the  Greek  kalends;  abott 
extending  fiirther  and  farther  the  electivi 
franchise,  shortening  Parliaments,  and  vo- 
ting by  ballot.  Whether  it  ought  to  be  so, 
sigmfies  htUe,  when  we  know  that  it  it, 
and  will  he  so : — but  now  it  is  time  to  re- 
turn to  Yatton ;  and  if  I  be  bat  this  osce 
forgiven,  I  will  not  diverge  again  in  a  huny 
&om  the  main  course  of  events. 

Lord  De  la  Zouch,  who  resided  some 
eight  or  ten  miles  from  Yatton,  soon  dis- 
covered, as  also  did  sundry  other  very  able 
and  experienced  electioneeriDg  friends,  ta- 
king an  interest  in  his  eon^s  succes^  that 
the  movements  of  the  enemv  were  directed 
by  a  strong  and  skilful  hand;  which  coaU 
never  be  that  of  Mr.  Titmouse.  Howera 
slight  and  faint  may  be  the  hopes  of  soc- 
cess  with  which  a  man  enters  into  an  iste- 
resting  and  important,  undertaking,  tkey 
very  soon  begin  to  increase  and  brightei 
with  eager  action;  and  it  was  so  widi 
Lord  De  la  Zouch.  He  was  not  long  ta 
tracing  tl%  powerful  but  cautiously  con^ 
ed  agendy  of  our  friend  Mr.-  Grammon. 

One  or  two  such  dangerous  and  aitfd 
snares  were  detected  by  the  watchful  aai 
prs^ctised  eyes  of  hi^  lordship  and  bis 
friends,  just  in*  time  to  prevent  Delamen 
from  being  seriously  comproimsed,as  9» 
fled  them  that  good  Mr.  Parkinson,  witli 
al]  his  bustle,  energy,  an4  heartiness,  wii 
dreadfully  overmatcned  by  his  astute  opp^ 
nent,  Mr.  Gammon ;  and  that  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Parkinson,  the  contest  would  be- 
come, as  far  as  Delamere  was  concenei 
a  painful  and  ridiculous  farce.  A  coondl 
of  war,  therefore,  was  called  at  Fotberia^ 
ham  Castle:  the  result  of  which  was  a 
express  being  sent  oS  to  London,  to  biiaf 
down  immediately  a  first-rate  electioneeraf 
agent — Ma.  Crafty — and  place  in  lis 
hands  the  entire  management  of  Mr.  IMi* 
mere's  cause.  Mr'^£rafky  was  betw^ 
forty  'ind  forty-five  jAirs  old.  His  figsRi 
of  middle  height,  was  very  spare.  He  w«i 
always  dres^  in  a  plain  suit  of  bb^ 
with  white  neck-kerchief,  and  no  cdlaa: 
yet  no  one  that  knew  the  world,  C4>ald  ni^ 
take  him  for  a  dissenting  minister !^Ss 
was  very  calm  and  phlegmatic  in  his  mia> 
ner  and  movements— there  was  not  a  paii 
cle  of  passion  or  feeling  in  hid  composm* 
He  was  a  mere  ihirildnt;  madunt^  in  f^ 
site  order.     He    was  of  marvellous  ss 

Sords.  His  face  was  thin  and  angalft 
is  chin  and  temples  formed  an  isombi 
triangle;  his  chin  being  very  peaked, bit 
forehead  very  broad.     His  hair  was  iA 


in  eitiMj  ia  ooroughs  and  coaiv\!\Qa.  TV^WA  ^wx-^xc^^^i  an  close  aa  that  of  t^ 
iQHueace  of  property  is  inevita\Afe  aa  i&v^X  ol\^^^v«— *c\\  ^\V\\^<^<^;i3^\gS^  lofiv 
grmritation:  and  losing  Bi6\itotxhia,^%o^^^\\i^a  ^wss^KisaMj^  ^tjx  ^t^^wkms^-"  -" 
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^vdnl  and  uimflected,  which,  onoe  ob- 
•enred  was  Dot  likely  soon  to  be  forgotten. 
His  eye  was  blue,  and  intensely  offi  aad 
brig^hU-his  complexion  fresh;  he  had  no 
whiskers ;  there  was  a  touch  of  sarcasm 
about  the  corners  of  his  mouth.  Every 
thing  aboat  him  bespoke  a  man  cold,  cau- 
tious, acute,  matter-of-fact.  ««^u«tfiew'* 
was  written  all  o?e^  his  face.  He  had 
deroted  himself  to  electioneering  tactics; 
end  he  might  be  said  to  have  reduced  them, 
indeed,  to  a  science.  No  one  couM  say 
whether  he  was  of  Whig  or  Tory  politics  : 
ny  impression  is,  that  he  cared  not  a 
straw  for  either.  'Phis  was  the  man  who 
was  to  be  pitted  against  Gammon:  and 


perieneed  skill  |  and  one  inom|M  e«rij^|M 
caught  a  glimpse  of  Mr.  Cratcy,  (wijth 
whose  name  and  fame  he  vns  familiar)^^ 
and  retume4  home  ^ith  a  gt^re  consoions- 
ness  that  the  contest  had  oecome  ene  ex- 
ceedingly serious:  that— so  to  speak— ihe 
must  instantly  spread  out  every  stitch  of 
canvass.  In  short,  be  made  up  his  mind 
for  mischief,  as  soon  as  he  gave  Lord  De  la 
Zouch  credit  for  being  ruoGed  to  winj  and 
felt  the  necessity  for  acting  with  equal  cau- 
tion and.deciaion.  During  that  day  he  ob- 
tained, an  advance  ffx)m  a  neighbouring 
bankei  of  two  thousand  pounds,  on  the 
Security  of  a  deposit  of  a  portion  of  the 
title  deeds  of  the  Yatton  property.  He  had. 


these  two  gentlemen  may  l#e  perhaps  look-  indeed,  occasion  for  great  resources,  pers»- 


ed  upon  as  the  real  players^  whose  hacken 
were— Delamere  ana  Titmouse. 

Mr.  Crafty  soon  made  his  appearance  at 
Yatton ;  and  seemed,  in  a  manner,  to  have 
dropped  into  Mr.  Delamere's  committee- 
foom  from  the  clouds.  His  presence  did 
not  appear  ^ut/e  unexpected ;  jfi\  no  one 
•eemcKl  to  know  w.hy,  whence,  or  at  whose 
iastance  he  had  come.  He  never  went 
near*  Fotheringham,  nop  ever  mentioned  the 
name  of  its  noble  owner,  who  (between  our- 
mIvm^  contemplated  the  accession  of  Craf- 
ty wTtn  feelings  of  calm  exultation  andcon- 
Mfinoe.  Mr.  Delamere^s  *«  committee**  was 
instantly  disbanded,  and  no  new  one  named. 
In  fiict,  tkere  wastohe  none  at  allf  and  Mr. 
Tltnaouse's  friends  were,  for  a  while,  led  to 
believe  that  tlie  enemy  were  already  begin- 
ning to  beat  a  retreat.  A  quiet  banker  at 
Gruslxm,  and  a  hard-hearted  land-surveyor 
and  agent  of  the  same'  place,  were  aloiie  ap. 

Ercnuy  taken  into  Mr.  Crafty 's  confidence, 
r.  Parkinson^  ereti,  was  sent  to  the  right 
about ;  *and  his  risinin^ique  and  anger  were 
•oddenly  quelled  by  the  stead  fast  and  signi- 
ficant look  with  which  Mr.  Cra%  observed 
in  dismissing  him — **  It  wanU  do" 

Adjoining,  and  opeaing  into  the  larne  room 
in  whieh,  till  Mr.  Craf\y*s  arrival,  Mf.Dela- 
mere^s  <^(uai»ittee  had  sate,  was  a  very  small 
one;  and  in  it  Mr.  Crafly  established  his  head- 
qoarters.  Hecame,accompanied — though  no 
•ne  for  a  while  knew  it— by  three  of  his 
fiuniltars;  right  trusty  persons,  in  sooth. 
One  of  them  always  sate  on  a  chair,  at  the 
outside  of  the  door  leading  into  Mr.  CrafVy's 
foom,  over  which  he  kept  guard  as  a  senti- 
nel* The  other  two  disposed  themselves 
aacording  to  orders.  Mr.  Gammon  soon 
Uk  die  presence  of  his  secret  and  formida- 
Ue  opponent,  in  the  total  change— the  quiet 
aystevn— that  beea'me  all  of  a  sadden  appa- 
lent  in  the  enemy's  tactics:  his  watchful 
eya  and  qnick  perception,  det^ted«  here 
jud  tbare,  the  funt  vanishing  traces  <^  a 


nal  as  \veU  as  pecuniary ;  for  ix^staneid— 4ie 
had  reason  to  believa  that  the  enemy  had 
already  penetiffted  to  his  strong  hold,  the 
QuAUiT  Ulub  at  Grilston,  (for  that  was  the 
name  of  the  club  into  which  the  one  bun-  " 
dred  and  nine  new  voters  had  formed  them- 
selves.) 

Though  Gammon  had  agreed,  after  much 
negotiation,  to  buy  them  at  the  very  liberal 
sum  of  ten  pounds  a-head.  he  had  reason, 
shortly  afler  the  arrival%f  Mr.  Craffy,  to 
believe  that  they  had  been  tampered  with ; 
for  as  he  was  late  one  evening  moodily 
walking  up  to  the  Hall,  in  the  park,  he 
overtook  a  man  whose  person  he  did  not  at 
first  recdgnise  in^the  darkness,  but  whose 
fearfully  significant  motions  soon  ensured 
hin.  recognition.  It  was,  ^n  fact,  the  man 
who  had  hitherto  treated  with  him  on  h^ 
half  of  the  Quaint  Club;  one  Benjamin 
Bran,  (commonly  called  JBen  Branf)  a 
sqaat  bow-ltgged  baker  of  Grilston,  He 
uttered  not  a  word,  nor  did  Mr.  Gammon ; 
biit,  on  bein0  recognised,  simply  held  up  to 
Mr.  Gammon  his  two  outstretched  hands, 
twice,  with  a  significant  and  inquiring  look. 
Gaipmon  gazed  at  him  for  a  moment  with 
fury ;  and  muttering—**  to-morrow — here— 
the  same  hour  !*'  hurried  on  to  the  Hall  in 
the  utmost  perplexity  and  alarm. 

The  dilemma  in  which  he  felt  himself, 
kept  him  awake  half  the  night.  When 
once  yon  come  to  t/u*  tort  of  work,  yon  are 
apt  to  give  your  opponent  credit  for  ddener 
manoeuvring  than  you  can  at  the  time  fully 
appreciate ;  and  the  fate  of  the  battle  may 
soon  be  rendered  really  doubtful,  llien, 
every  thing^nclasive  of  serious  conse- 
quences, extending  far  beyond  the  mere  re- 
sult of  the  election— depends  upon  theijcilU 
temper,  and  experience  of  the  real  and  re- 
sponsible directors  of  the  election.  Was 
Ben  Bran*s  appearance  a  more  on  the  part 
of  CiafVj  \  tlad.  ^^X  tK!cC\fs«BcvGk  \k^:iii<^ 
him  oyai  ami  coii^wsi\«£\MaVsjNft^w% — 


S^99d utealtbj ibo^^'4hQ  evideiioeaof  ax-lwaa  benxm  i^Va^Va^  i^,M»^«t\    V^^ 
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tte  pHTtfilK  TKlmoiise  to  Be  fton^  Jftfe  mea!^ 
MtM  against  that  of  Lard  De  la  Zoueh  t 
Thai  wotUd  be  dretu^l!  Gammon  felt  (to 
eompare  him  foran^oment  k>  an  animal 
with  whom  he  had  some  kindred  qaaHtiet) 
mneh  like  a  cat  on  a  rery  high  riass  wall, 
afhid  to  stir  in  any  direction,  aim  yet  ana- 
ble  to  eontinne  where  he  was ;  while  the 
two  candidates,  attended  by  Uieir  sounding 
bands,  and  ciyil  and  smiling  friends,  were 
making  their  pnblic  demonstrations  and 
canyassin^  the  electors,  as  if  thereby  they 
exercised  the  slightest  possible  influence 
oyer  one  single  elector  on  either  side ! 

Aslhaye  already  intimated,  ihe  battle 
was  being  fonght  by  two  calm  and  craity 
heads,  in  two  snue  and  quiet  little  rooms  in 
Orilston— one  at  Sie  Hare  and  Hounds,  the 
other  at  the  Woodloose  Inn ;  of  course,  I 
mean  Mr.  CraAy  and  Mr.  Gammon.  The 
former  within  a  yery  few  hours  saw  that 
the  issue  of  the  struggle  lay  with  ibe 
Quaint  Club ;  and  from  one  of  his  trusty 
enftssaries — a  man  whom  no  one  eyer  saw 
^  in  communication  with  him,  who  was  a 
mere  stranger  in  Chrilston,  indifferent  as  to 
the  result  of  the  election,  but  delighting  in 
its  frolics,  who  was  peculiarly  apt  to  get 
sooner  drunk  than  any  one  he  drank  with — • 
Mr.  Crafty  ascertained,  that  though  the  en- 
lightened members  of  the  Quaint  Club  had 
certainly  formed  a  predilection  for  the  prin- 
ciples of  Mr.  Titmouse,  yet  they  possessed  a 
candour  which  disposed  them  to  hear  all 
that  might  be  adyanced  in  fkyour  of  the 
principles  of  his  opponent 

Mr.  Crafty's  first  step  was  to  ascertain 
what  had  hsen  already  done  or  attempted 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Delamere,  and  also  of  Mr. 
Titmouse;  then  the  exact  number  of  the 
yoters,  whom  he  carefully  clissified.  He 
found  that  there  were  exactly  four  hundred 
who  might  be  expected  to  poll;  the  new 
electors  amounting  in  number  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty,  the  old  ones  to  two  hundred 
and  forty,  and  principally  scot-and-lot  yo- 
ters. In  due  time  he  ascertained,  that  of 
the  former  class  only  ihiriy^ix  could  be  re- 
lied upon  for  Mr.  Delamere.  The  tenants 
of  tbe  Yatton  property  within  the  borough 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen.  They 
had  beefi  canvassed  by  Mr.  Delamere  and 
his  friends  with  great  delicacy ;  and  twen- 
ty-three of  them  had  voluntarily  pledged 
themselves  to  vote  for  him,  and  risk  all  con- 
sequences; intimating  that  they  hated  and 
despised  their  new  landlord,  as  much  as 
they  had  loved  their  old  one,  whose  princi- 
ples &ey  understood  to  be  those  of  Mr. 
Delamere.    Then  there  remained  «l  c\^b» 


sons  pHndpally  resident  in  and  near  Ti^ 
ion,  subject  nndoubtedly  to  stroiMr  naA  £- 
rect  JMuenoe  on  the  part  of  Mr.  TUmosa^ 
but  still  not  absolutely  at  his-  eonmnnd. 
Of  these  no  fewer  than  seventy  had  pledgsd 
themselves  in  favonr  of  Mr.  Delanwie; 
and,  in  short,  thus  stood  Mr.  Ctalty*8  ctl- 
culations  as  to  the  probable  force  oa  bo6 
sides : 


DKLAMblS. 

TfTMOVnU 

New  ynt«n,       -    16 

NewTMw*-. 

Yattoa  TmmU  •   » 

Q«Mte<cfa*.     m 

AeceuiMet,        -   70 

OUiers.       .         tl 

US       Ttum 


Now,  of  the  class  of  aeeemhk^  twenty  rs- 
mained  yet  unpledged,  and  open  to  eonvie- 
tion ;  and,  moreover,  both  parties  ^ad  mi 
ground  for  believing  that  they  would  m  ht 
convinced  one  way^^,  e.  towards  eiUMr 
Mr.  Titmouse  or  Mr.  Delamere.  Now,iftk 
Quaint  Club  could  be  in  any  way  deCncM 
from  Mr.  Titmouse,  it  would  leave  him  wtti 
a  majority  of  MOffi/dm  only  oyer  Mr.  Del^ 
mere ;  and  then,  if  by  any  means  the  twrn- 
ty  accessibles  could  be  secured  for  Mi.  Dl^ 
lamete,  he  would  be  placed  in  a  majority  dT 
three  over  his  opponent.  "Whichever  wif 
they  went,  however,  it  was  plain  dmt  tb 
Quaint  Club  held  the  election  in  their  ewi 
hands,  and  intended  to  keep  it  so.  C^b- 
mon*s  calculations  diflered  but  sKgMy 
from  those  of  Crafty;  and  Ihenceforth  bodi 
directed  tiieir  best  enerffiea  towards  iM 
same  point,'  the  Quaint  Club — ^oing  on  al 
the  while  with  undiminished  vigour  aad 
assidui^  with  their  cahv^,  as  the  M 
mode  of  diverting  attention  from  their  as* 
portant  movements,  and  satisfying  the  pcb- 
lic  that  the  only  Weapons  with  which  thi 
fight  was  to  be  won  were— bows,  smiki^ 
civil  speeches,  placaids,  sqnibs,  baanan, 
and  bAnds  of  music.  Mr.  Crafty  had  i»> 
ceived  a  splendid  sum  for  his  seryiees  froii 
Lord  de  la  Zouch ;  but  on  receiving  tefinl 
distinct  and  peremptory  intimation  from  Ml 
iordship,  tiirongh  Mr.  Delamere,  that  that 
was  to  oe  bondjidej  no  bribery — and  that  Ai 
only  funds  placed  at  his  disposal  were  thosi 
sufficient  for  the  leeitifnaie  expenses  of  tfv 
election — ^be  smileu  rather  bit^ly,  and  sail 
off  a  secret  expre8»^to  Fotheringhani,  toa^ 
certain  for  what  his  aervices  liad  bfeo  m- 
tfaged — ^for  what  was  the  use  of  going  H 
Waterloo  without  powder  f^ — the  amrwer  te 
received  was  labonie  e&oogh,  and  '  "' 
aa  follows :        | 


of  **aecembtes^^^  (to  adont  \Vie  wot\^cm\\\  ^^'^^  \T*«8i\^'o?ws«i\  t»  tna^ng;  m  W» 
i^ngnzge  of  Mr.  Crafty,)  in  Ti\imV>«T  wfe\Vj«tH\  tww«ji\>Tt 'wa  ^iS^V^^^  — ^  — 
MSed  and  twenty^ye.    TVeae  w«w  v«-Va(aiwkKtk*f«u3wi»i|^^UaBiA 
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Ills  doif  of  die  poll  m«7  not  be  the  doM  of 

the  election,  nor  the  yictor  theie  the  aittiog 
membtf*** 

To  the  novel,  aiduovie,  and  cheerless 
doty,  defined  by  this  despatch  from  head- 
qnarters,  Mr.  Crafty  immediately  addressed 
all  his  energies;  and,  after  carefully  recon- 
noitring his  position,  nnpromisinfl  as  itwas» 
he  did  not  despair  of  success.  All  his  own 
Yoters  had  been  gained,  upon  the  whole, 
fairly.  The  thirty-six  new  yotsis  had  been 
undoubtedly  under  considerable  influenee^ 
of  an  almost  ineritable  kind  indeedE-4nas» 
much  as  they  consisted  of  persons  prind* 
pally  employed  in  the  way  of  business  hj 
Lord  de  la  Zouch,  and  by  many  of  his 
friends  and  neighbours,  all  c^  whom  were 
of  his  lordship's  way  of  political  thinking. 
ETcry  one  of  the  twenty-three  tenants  had 
given  a  spontaneous  and  cordial  promise; 
and  the  seventy  **  aocessibles"  hid  been 
gained,  after  a  very  earnest  and  peraeverinff 
canvass,  by  Mr.  Delamere,  in  companv  with 
othera  who  had  a  pretty  decisive  and  legiti- 
naate  influence  over  them.  The  remaining 
twenty  might,  possibly,  though  not  proba- 
bly, be  secured  by  eaually  unobjectionable 
means.  Thai  being  the  state  of  thines  with 
DelaoiBre,  how  stood  matters  with  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse 1  First  and  foremost,  the  Quftint 
Club  had  been  bought  at  ten  pounds  a-head, 
by  Gammon — ^that  was  all  certain.  GrafW 
wdOd  also  have  bought  them  like  a  flock 
of  sfteep,  had  he  been  allowed,  and  would 
have  managed  matters  most'efiectoally  and 
•ecicily;  yet  not  mors  so  than  he  found 
Mr.  Gpnmon  had  succeeded  in  doing:  at 
all  evenis,  as  far  as  he  himself  personally 

>  was  concerned.  In  fact,  he  had  foiled  Mr. 
Craffy,  when  that  gentleman  looked  about 
in  search  of  legal  evidence  of  what  had  been 
done.  StiU,  however,  he  did  not  despair 
of  being  able  to  perform  a  series  of  manoeo- 
vies  which  should  secure  one  of  the  ends  he 
most  wished,  in  respect  ^ven  of  the  Quaint 
Club. 

With  equal  good  iqtendons,  but  actuated 
by  a  zeal  thai  wa$  not  according  to  know^ 
Mf  e,  some  of  Mr.  Gammon's  coadjutors 
hod  not  imitated  his  circumspection.  Quite 
unknown  to  him,  one  or  two  of  them  h|ul 
most  fearfully  committed  him,  themselves, , 
and  Mc.  Titmouse;  giving  kim  such  ac- 
counts of  their  doings  as  should  serve  only 
to  secure  his  applause  fq^ their  tact  and  suc- 
seas.  Before  Mr,  Crafty  thsT  stood  detected 
as  blundering  novices  in  me  art  of  deo- 
tioneering.  Asmtil  tinker  and  brazier  at 
Werkl^gh  had  received,  with  a  wink,  ten 

'AoiHKls  from  a  member  of  Mr.  TitnKmse*s 
CiMiimittee,  in  payn^nt  of  an  old  outstand- 

jM|eweo*!jit — Heaven  Bare  the  mark  I— <de- 

im^  iabj  him  Ioimt  y«ifs  befoie,  fair 


itoiding  petit  kettles,  and  sanmpani,  in 
the  time  of-^F4he  Aubrsya !  The  wife  of  a 
tailor  at  Grilstoo  reo^ved  the  saoM  sum  lef 
a  ^JM  tom-eat^  which  waa  a  natiural  sarioik* 
ty,  since  U  could  wink  each  eyeseparat^y« 
A  third  worthy  and  independlent  voter  waa 
reminded  that  he  had  lent  the  applicant  for 
his  vote  ten  poundsseveral  yean  before,  aid 
which  that  gentleman  now  took  i^ame  to 
himself^  aa  he  paid  the  amount,  for  having 
so  long  allowed  it^  to  remain  unpaid,  J^* 
Barnabas  Bloodsuck,  with  superior  astute- 
ness, gave  three  pounds  a-pisce  te  three  lit- 
tle boys,  seQM>t  a  voter,  whose  worksho|i 
overlooked  Messrs.  Bloodsuck's  back  ot 
flees,  on  condition  that  they  would  desiiC 
from  their  trick  of  standing  and  puttiJ^ 
their  thumbe  to  thmr  noeea  at  him,  a*  'he 
sate  m  his  office,  and  which  had  rsaliy  be- 
come an  insupportable  nuisanoe.  Hev^ 
was,  therefore,  a  valuable  consideration  for 
the  payment,  and  bribory  waa  out  of  tiie 
question.  Such  are  samples  of  the  inge* 
nbus  devioea  which  had  been  resented  te, 
in  order  to  secure  some  thirty  or  forty  votes  t 
In  short,  Mr.  Crafiy  caught  them  tripping 
in  at  least  eleven  clear,  onanestionable  cases 
of  bribery,  each  anpportea  bj  unimpeacha- 
ble evidence,  and  each  sufficing  to  void  the 
election,  to  disqualify  Mr.  Titmouse  frosa 
sitting  in  that  Parliament  for  yatten, 
and  to  subject  both  him  and  his  agents 
to  a  ruinoua  amount  of  penalties. 

Then,  agaiji,  there  were  dear  indicatiena 
either  of  a  disposition  to  set  at  defiance  the 
stringent  provisions  ef  the  law  against 
treating,  or  of  an  ignorance  of  their  socr 
istence.  And  as  for  freedom  of  dectioo* 
scaieely  ten  of  his  tenants  gave  him  a  wiV 
ling  vote,  or  otherwise  than  upon  oompuli 
sion,  and  after  threats  of  raised  rents  or  es- 
puLrion  from  farms*  Tied  aa  were  Bli^ 
Crafty's  hands,  the  Quaint  Club  became  a 
perfect  eyeaoie  to  him.  He  found  meanSt 
nc^ever,  to  open  a  secret  and  confidential 
communication  with  them,  and  resQlved  t#  ^ 
hold  jMit  to  them  dazzling  but  Jndistjjici 
hopaairf  pwuniaiy  advantage  ^rom  tiie^aai 
giona  of  Fotheringhara  His  emissary  «mni. 
gotliohlDf  tlie  ifdoubliJih^  neBBim^yhft 

truth  to  sa^rlM^l^'nSr^''^^  <^  thelodc<<oQt 
for  indications  of  the  desired  sort  firom  the 
other  side.  As  Bnn  was  late  one  evening 
walking  slowly  along  the.faigh-nad  leading 
to>  Yon,  he  waa  accosted  by  a  genteeMook'^ 
ing  person,  who  spoke  in  a  low  tone,  and 
whom  Bran  now  recollected  tf  have  seeo^ 
or  spolqin  to,  before.  *'  Can  you  tell  me 
where. lies  the  gold  mine!**  said  the  atmar 
osH  *«.at_Fotheringhamor  YattonV*  and 
the  speakeTlook«iio\K!^^%Y^T3SGkeu^%^ 

lani  K>eii  g^  iB3ii>  w«^««3m«>.  ^^»^  '^ 
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ni7«leriM»fitraiig«r;  ^the  cottne  of  whiJl 
the  latter  threw  out,  in  a  Tory  mgnificaiit 
mnner,  that  **  a  certain  peer  coald  never  be 
Mppoeed  to  eend  a  eertain  near  relative  into 
the  field,  in  order  that  that  relatiye  might 
be  beaten,  •  •  •  and  espeeiallj  fer 
want  of  a  few  poinida;  and  besides,  my 
IHMod,  when  only—*  •— ^  T— •  •— <iie 
Mer  aide'' 

**  Why,  who  are  you  t  Wheie  do  yon 
eorae  from  V  inquired  Ben,  with  a  Tiolent 
sttrt 

*«  Dropfied  out  of  the— moofi,**  was  the 
tjaiet  and  smiling  answer.  ' 

**  Then  I  most  say  they  know  a  pieeious 
4eal,^  replied  Ben,  after  a  pause,  *'  up  there, 
of  what^s  going  on  down  here.^ 

**To  be  sure— erery  thing ;  ereiy  thing !" 
*        •        Here  the  stran|er  told  Ben  the 
meeise  sum  which  the  dub  had  leceired 
noro  Mr.  Gammon. 

««Ar6  we  both — gentlemen  V*  inquired 
the  stranger,  earnestly. 

A'MY— e— e— s,  1  hope  so,  sir^**  replied 
Ben,  hesitatingly. 

«^And  men  of  business— men  of  our 
wwdr 

•*  Honour  among  thieves  ay,  ay,**  an- 
swered Ben,  in  a  still  lower  tone,  and  very 
eagerly. 

M  Then  let  you  and  me  meet  mloru^  this 
time  to-morrow,  at  Darkling  ^ge;  and  by 
that  time,  do  you  see,  turn  3iis  over  in  your 
mind,*^  here  the  stranger  twi^  held  up  both 
bis  hands,  wHh  outstreiohed  thumbs  and 
fingers.  <*  Sure  we  understand  each  other?'* 
added  the  stranger.  Ben  nodded,  and  they 
were  presently  out  of  sight  of  each  other. 
The  stranger  gentleman  pulled  off  his  green 
flpectacleft,  and  also  a  pair  of  gray  yrhiskers, 
and  pot  beth  of  them  into  his  pocket.  If 
any  one  attempted  to  dog  him,'  he  must 
have  been  led  a  pretty  round !  *Twas  in 
eonsequenee  of  this  mterview  that  Ben 
mede  the  application  to  Gammon,  which 
had  so  disturbed  him,  and  which  has  been 
already  described.  And  to  return  to  our 
fiiend :  what  was  he  to  dot  On  returning 
to  th^  Hall,  he  opened  a  secret  drawer  in 
his  desk,  and  took  out  a  thin  slip  of  paper 
Which  he  had  deposited  there  that  morning, 
it  having  been  then  received  by  him  from 
town,  marked  ••  /VtMrfe  and  QnMefUial,'' 
and  franked  ««  Blossom  and  Bex.'* — ^'Twas 
but  a  line,  and  written  in  a  boM  hand,  but 
in  evident  rjaste;  for  it  had  in  fact  been 
penned  by  Lord  Blossom  and  Box  while 
be  vras  sitting  in  the  Court  of  Cfianeery, 
■|?parentiy  listening  to  an  abstruse  argu- 


hear  from  E— by  this  post.    Dtm^wttm 
any  note  to  me. 

**B.  andB.** 

With  this  great  nmn^  f^rd  CbsncdWl 
Blossom  and  Box,  when  plain  Mr.  Quiek* 
silver,  Mr.  Gammon  had  had  a  pretty  fimi- 
liar  acquaintance,  as  the  reader  may  tm&j 
suppose ;  and  had  a  natural  desire  to  aeqim 
himself  creJitably  in  the  eyes  of  so  dtsliii' 
guished  and  powerful  a  personage.  Gasi- 
mon  had  volunteered  an  assurance  toliii 
lordship,  shortly  before  leaving  town,  lint 
the  election  was  safe,  and  in  his,  Gamiaeii*^ 
hands ;  guess  then  bis  chagrin  and  furj  tf 
finding  me  systematic  and  determined  of- 
position  which  had  suddenly  spnniv  if 
against  him ;  and  the  intensity  of  his  d«siv 
to  defeat  it.  And  the  more  anxioiis  he  w» 
en  this  score,  the  more  vividly  he  peronve^ 
the  neeessity  of  acting  with  ^  caution  winel 
should  insure  real  aramate  aueoees,  instni 
of  a  mere  noisy  and  temporary  tnoinph, 
which  should  be  afierwarde  eonverted  inti 
most  galling,  disgraceful,  and  public  deAsL 

The  more  that  Gammon  reflected  on  iki 
sudden  but  determined  manner  m  wluBh 
Lord  De  la  Zouch  had  entered  into  the  «» 
test,  the  more  confident  he  became  that  yi 
lordship  had  an  important  nltimate  oibjeetti 
secure;  and  that  be  had  at  oommaBdifr 
Biense  means  of  every  deemptton,  Gannsi 
but  too  well  knew,  in  eommon  with^  ii 
world.  Was,  for  instance,  Mr.  Crafty  bisi|fel 
down,  at  an  enormous  expense,  for  DoUin|f 
What   the  deuce  were  the  Qmdnt  CM 
about  1    Was  there  ever  any  thing  so  ■» 
strous  heard  of— ten  pounds  a  man  leoeifil 
—the  bargain  finally  struck — and  now  Mr 
original  demand  suddenly  and  peremptoif 
doubled  %  -  Venal  miscreants !      Wai  lis 
other  side  realty  outbidding  him,  or  Itjiif 
a  deep  plan  for  entrapping  him  into  ta  id 
of  wholesale  bribery  1     In  short,  weisAi 
Quaint  Club  now  actuated  by  avarioi^tt 
by  treachery  1 — A^rain  and  again  did  befl 
over  his  list  of  promises ;  having  muM 
the  fawfurable^  *ho8iik^  netdrmi^  dmd^ 
from  a  table  as  accurately  compiled  wd 
classified  as  that  of  Mr.  Craf^.    Likslii 
wily  and  practised  opponent,  also,  GaaMaM 
entrusted  his  principal  movement  to  acflW 
a  soul  of  those  who  were  engaged  wtA  hilK 
fearing,  indeed,  though  then  withnodeiais 
grounds,  that  Mes&re.  Mudflint,  ¥bodb«^ 
Centipede,  Bloodsuck,  and   Going  G«ai^ 
were  already  too  deep  in  the  secrets  cf  Ai 
election.     According    to  his  cakalatiM 
supposing  all  his  promises  to  stand,  Hi' 
mouse  was,  independently   of  tl^ 


jDent,  to  which  he  had  ptepsied  ^e  \ud^ 

JDent  which  he  was  within  a  da.^  ot  vs v%\  Ci\^^  «v\  vsba  V^s^gK^^itA^yir 
fISie  to  deliver.    This  is  a  cop^  <s«  \f.—     VwVoiiv  V^  %«\  \«^xfc.  ^%a^  ^  \» 
**Ths  elestian  mmd  U  wm.   ^«L^iiiSL\cji2Ll  hiisia>|fnfe ^tefci%^  ^ 


M 
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or  a  ditCmnoe  of  tight  only  iiet«r«tii 
uculalion  and  that  of  Crafty.  Of 
y  therefore,  that  cursed  Quaint  Club 
all  their  own  waT ;  and  how  to  jockey 
xras  a  problem  that  wellnigh  split  his 

He  Rdire  Lord  De  la  &uch  credit 
ing  all  that  he-— Gammon — could  do, 
n  the  election^  and  believed  him, 
>re,  capable  of  buyinff  over  any  mem- 
'  the. club,  to  turn  Kina's  evidence 
it  tlieir  orieinal  benefactor.  The 
mcks  assured  him  that  the  Club  were 
od  men  and  true— stanch — game  to 
ickbone ;  but  Gammon  had  obtained 
lation  as  to  the  poi)itical  sentiments  of 
1  of  the  members,  before  they  had  ac- 
tbe  new  franchise,  and  became  band- 
I  so  sudden  and  formidable  a  confede- 
which  led  him  to  speculate  rather  ap- 
isively  on  the  effects  which  o^ght  foi- 
ny  bold  and  skilful  scheme  which 
bie  resoi^  to  by  his  enemieSf 
XT,  as  far  as  the  club  were  concerned, 
mbers  were  all  quiet  respectable  men, 
lade  the  afifair  a  dry  matter  of  t)usines8^ 
justly  looked  on  each  of  the  candi- 
as  eaually  worthy  of  the  honour  they 
d  01  representing  the  borough,  and 
lered  that  they  would  always  go  on 
it  head-quarters — t.  e.  that  the  country 

be  properly  governed — without  the 
"eference  to  the  quality  or  complexion 
House  of  Commons.  They  saw  the 
rate  and  unceasing  fight  goinff  on 
( their  betters  for  the  loaves  and  fishes ; 
oitated  their  example,  with  reference 
t  crumbs  and  fragments.  First  they 
d  themselves,  as  near  as  their  number 

admit  of,  into  tens,  giving  one  to  the 
^,  equally  with  each  body  of  ten, 
IDS  produced^  a  body  of  elex^n  rej)re- 
ives.  These  eleven,  again,  in  the^ 
ice  of  the  whole  club,  chose  five  of  their 
er  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  thd 
iations  between  the  club- and  tbe  two 
lates:  and  these  five  again  selected 
f  themselves — Ben  -Bran— to  be  the 

medium  of  conirounication :  the'ao-' 
tate  of  the  market  never  went  beyond 
St  body  of  eleven ;  and  in  the  exercise 
exquisite  dexterity,  Mr.  Crafty  had 
ved  to  inspire  these  eleven,  through 
d  3puty  and  mouthpiece.  Bran,  with  a 
aination  to  exact  ^ten  pounds  per 
nore  from  Titmouse,  before  recording 
rotes  in  his  favour:  and, this  untowara 
)f  things  was  duly  intimated  to  Gam- 
y  Ben  Bran,  by  silently  outstretching 
lands  and  then  one  hand.  That  would 
a  total  of  tmo  thousand  seven  hundred 
wenty-fitte  pound*  disbursed  among 
Kiuised  Quaint  Club  alone!— -thought 
lOUf  with  a  shudder:  aofl  taoDose 
9H  "^^ 


they  ahoold  eveA  their  toto  tail  upon  him, 
seduced  by  the  splendid  temptatioiMi  of 
Lord  De  la  Zouch  1  Just  to  eorceive  the 
possibility,  for  one  moment,  of  Mr.  Benjfk- 
min  Bran  having  been  bought  over  to  be* 
tray  all  his  companions,  and  Gammon  and 
his  party  also,  into  the  hands  of  Lord  De 
la  Zouch !    Saith  the  impiortal  author  of 

**  Ah  n«,  tb«  perflf  thtt  enTimn, 
TIm  man  ttet  m»fid\€9  witli  eold  itan  t" 

But  I  shall  make  an  exclamation  of  my 
own— 

*'  What  pen  kU  troablet  •hall  d«»eriba, 
Who  Toteri  ooce  begiria  to  bribe  V* 

*^  Oh  !**  thought  Mr.  Gammon,  a  thousand 
times,  ^that  cursed  Quaint  Club!  That 
cursed  Crafty  V 

The  very  first  person  on  whom  Delamen 
waited,  in  order  to  solicit  his  support,  was 
little  Dr.  Tatham,  who,  I  need  hardly  say, 
gaye  it  promptly  and'  cordially;  but  bo 
added,  shahing  his  head,  that  he  knew  he 
was  giving  huge  oflfence  to  the  people  at  the 
Hall,  who  had  already  been  se;rera)  times 
very  urgent  indeed  with  him.  V  Well,  ra- 
ther, sir,  than  sow  dissension  between  you 
and  Mr.  Titmouse,  your  neighbour,*'  said 
Dekunere,  spiritedly,  **  I  at  once  release  you 
from  your  promise.'' 

««Ah!  indeed!"  cried  Dr. Tatham, brisk- 
ly— »  Do  you  t  Can  you  1  Ou^ht  you  to 
do  so !  I  look,  upon  the  exarcise  of  my 
.franchise  to  be'  a  ^saondd  duty,  and  I  shall 
discharge  it  as  readily  and  eontctentioiisly 
as  any  other  dutjr,  come  what  may."  Del»> 
m^  looked  at  him,  and  thought  how  often 
he  had  heard  Miss  Aubrey  talk  of  him  with 
afirectionate^nthusiasm,aiiid  he  believed  the 
litUe  doctor  to  be  every  way  worthy  of  it. 
*'For  myself,"  continued  Dr.  T&tham,  ««1 
care  little ;  but  I  have  reason  greatly  to  af>- 
prehend  the  effects  of  his  displeasure'*upon 
those  who  are  disposed— as  such  I  know 
there  are— to  go  counter  to  his  wishes. 
He'll  noAke  them  rue  the  day" 

««Ay1— Lethunl"  exclaimed  Mr.  Dela> 
mere,  with  an  eye  of  bright  defiance;  but  it 
kindled  only  a  faint  momentary  spark  of 
consolation  in  the  breast  of  Dr.  Tatham. 

The  rivals,  Mr.  Delamere  and  Bir.  Tit- 
mouse, encountered  one  another,  as  it  were 
in  full  state,  on  the  second  day  of  the  for- 
mer'i^  canvass.  'Twas  in  the  street.  Mr. 
J)elamere  was  attended  by  Mr.  ParktneoB, 
Sir  Percival  Pickering,  Mr.  St.  Ai^yn,  Mr« 
Ay  1  ward  Efvet,  Mr.  Gold,  and  one  or  two 
others.  Mr.  Delameve  looked  certainly 
very  handsome.  About  his  person,  conn, 
tenance,  and  ca(rTiaf|a>\!bi<^\«N«^%  v&  ^  ^ 
manly  framVikesa^  Te&iiwi«tiV  ^jA  wdb^^ 
dW ;  ft^d  a  tt\wata  ^V\%  aMAoRsaJMi^^^^  •*^ 
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fiMtnres,  told  700  tbata  eertain  latent  ten- 
dency to  baateur  was  kept  in  check  by  ain- 
cere  good-nature^  He  was  tall  and  well 
proportioned,  and  hia  motiona  bad  a  natural 
ease  and  grace;  and  aa  for  bis  dresa,  it 
combined  a  rigid  aimplicity  widi  an  an- 
doubted  fasbion  and  elpjganoe.  Tbongb 
the  air  was  very  cold  and  frosty,  be  wore 
only  a  plain  dark-coloured  sortont,  buttoned. 

'*  Delamere!  Delamere  !*'  whispered  with 
a  amile  Mr.  St.  Anbyn,  Qone  of  the' former 
members  for  the  borough,)  on  first  catching 
sight  of  the  enemy  approaching  them  on  the 
•ame  side  of  the  street,  at  about  twenty 
yards*  distance—^  Here  comes  your  oppo- 
nent :  he's  a  beauty,  eh  V^ 

Mr.  Titmouse  walked  fast,  dressed  in  a 
fine  drab-coloured  great<oat,  with'TeWet 
collar  of  the  same  hue,  and  sable  near  a  foot 
4eep  at  hia  wrists.  It  was  buttoned  tightly 
loand  a  pinched-in  waist,  and  a  white  cam- 
bric handkerchief  peeped  out  of  a  pocket  in 
.^thebusmt^  He  had  a  red  and  green  plaid 
waistcoat,  and  a  full  satin  stock,  glistening 
with  little  pins  and  chains.  His  trousers 
were  sky-blue,  and  Tery  tight,  and  covefed 
almost  th^  whole  of  his  boot ;  so  that  it  was 
a  wonder  to  the  vulgar  how  he  erer  got  into 
or  out  of  them.  The  little  that  was  seen  of 
his  boots  shone  wmdeHnlly;  and  he  wore 
spurs  at  his  heels  His  spannriew  glossy 
hat  was  perched  abiant  on  his  bushy  hair; 
be  wore  lemon-^wloured  kia  gloves,  and  a 
delicate  little  ebony  cane.  •  Following  this 
pretty  little  figure  were— -the  sallow  insolent** 
looking ''  Bttferend*'  Smirk  Mudflint^  (such 
was  the  title  he  assumed,)  Mr.  Centipede, 
Mr.  Gfogram,  Mr.  Bloodsuck,  junior,  (who 
had  approached  as  near,  in  point  of  peraonal 
appesjanoe,  to  his  illustrious  dient,  as  he 
laiew*how,S  and — Mr.  Gammon. 

Aa  the  hostile  companies  neaied  each 
other,  that  of  Delamere  observed  some  one 
hastily  whisper  to  Titmouse,  who  instantly 
stuck  his  chased  gold  eyeglass  into  his 
aye,  and  atared  very  vulgarly  at  Mr.  Dela- 
merf^— who,  on  passing  him,  with  the 
eottrtesy  he  conceived  due  to  an  opponent, 
look  off  his  hat,  and  bowed  with  politeness 
and'  grace,  his  example  being  followed  by 
all  his  party.  Titmouse,  however,  look  not 
the  least  notice  of  the  compliment;  but, 
without  removing  his  glass  firom  his  eye, 
throwing  an  odi  mu  sneer  into  his  face, 
•tared  steadily  at  Mr.  Delamere,  and  so 
passed  on.  Mr.  Barnabas  Bloodsuck  ably 
seconded  him.  Modfiint,  wi^  a  bitter 
amirk,  touched  his  hat  aligbdy^  Centipede 
•fTected  td   look  another  way;^  Grogram 
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took  off  bis  hat,  and  with  an  exprssikiBi 
very  anxiona  aiid  pointed  politeness,  eade 
voured  to  satiafy  Mr.  Delamere  sad  U 
party,  that  there  was  at  all  events  tm  i 
the  train  of  Tttmovae,  who  bad  sonefs 
tensions  to  the  character  of  a  gendeuoiL 

««Wfao  can  that  last  man  be!  He^i 
gentleman,*'  inquired  Sir  Pereival,  wnfca 
air  of  much  aurprise. 

^  Mr.  Gammon — a  man  who  is  lofrffi^ 
mount  at  the  Hall,**  replied  one. 

«« Gammon !— Is  tkatUr.^ 

lamere,  with  much  interest ;  and  as  be  mi 
round  to  look  at  Gammon,  ohserfediv 
Gammon  was  doing  the  same;  cm  ffti 
botl^  haatil^  turned  away. 

As  the  miportant  dky  approaclMd,  fli 
party  prrfesud  complete  confidenee  »l 
the  result.  The  Yarktkire  Stingo  6tM 
that  it  had  authority  for  stating  dot  1 
Titmouse's  maiority  would  oe  at  lesst  AM 
to  one  over  Mr.  Delamere— and  tint,  S| 
in  glorious  defiance  of  the  most  ItvAk^ 
bery  and  corruption,  the  most  tyrantf 
intimidation,  that  had  ever  disgm  tf 
annals  of  electioneering.  In  hex,  it  ss 
presumption  in  Mr.  Delamere  to  ^i^'if^ 
foist  himself  upon  a  borough  with  wWW 
had  no  connection,  and  done  widi  a  viii 
^nd  malieioatf  doMnination  to  oc^bJ* 
pense*  and  annoyance' *to  Mr.  Tha^ 
'rhe  YorkTrmi  Blm*^^  the  eortjfc 
assured  its  readers  that  -Mr.  D^am 
prospects  were  of  the  brightest  de«^ 
— and  though  by  perhaps  a  small 
vet  be  was  sure  of  bis  election, 
been  everywhere  bailed  with  the 
enthusiasm.  Many  of  even  Mr.  H  ^ 
tenantry  had  nobly  Volunteered  th« 

f>ort  to  Mr.  Delamere ;  and  at  Orif^ 
ong  regarded  as  the  very  focus  and 
of  democracy,  his  success  had 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  bis 
and  so  forth.    Then  there  waa  a 
mischievous  cantion  to  theclecton, 
be  led  away  by  the  ingenious  and 
sophistries  which  midit  be  expn 
Mr.  Titmouse  "at  the  hustings,  00 
of  nomination ! !    All  this  niffht 
well  for  the  papers,  and  probahly 
its  impression  upon  those  who,  at 
tance,  are  in  the  habit  of  relying  upos 
But  as  for  Ae  actors— the  parties 
—Mr.  Delamere  waa  repeatedly  1 
Mr.  Crafty  that  a  decent  minoritr* 
very  utmost  that  coidd  be  cxjiectpdj 
Titmouse  and  his  friends,  on  tne  other 
were  in  a  very  painful  state  of  0 
as  to  the  issue:  only  Craromon, 
and  perhaps  one  or  two^othera, 
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I4tt9hedf  and  bowed  aa  to  bis  verf^best 

oostomer.    Mr.  Gamnum  cisna  \aa\\  %iA\^vvT\\)^^V^>S&Ritxneaourc6  0Jf 
t^rsfing  with  diagnat  at  tb©  TOW^^oiv  ^v«fi\vR^^\^^\^v^\V^^ 
«c  Mr.  Delamaie,  coloowA  aSl  o^«  am  Ytfb\cli^Qai^^xa«!)X^v*i. 
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ned  the  day  which  wm  to 
ar  Yaiton  was  worthy  or 
hoon  whieh  had  bem  ooih 
the  gioriooa  Bill  for  ^▼ihj^ 
^in|f— whieh  waa  to  wit- 
contest  between  the  two 
>f  the  noble  and  ancient 
iington  and  De  hi  Zonch— 
to  be  aseeitained  wliether 
I  bongrht  and  sold,  like  any 
kerohandise,  by  a  bitter  old 
or  to  siffnalize  itself  by  its 
Midence,  in  returning  one 
1  woald  support,  the  noble 
seenred  the  passing  of  the 
has  been  so  o(Ven  allnded 

o,  Mr.  Titmonse,  it  gives 
(o  record — making  eren  all 
'  the  excitement  occasioned 
^  an  occasion — ^that  there 
d  hoars  to  the  dsT  during 
e  considered  as  sober.  He 
I  bed  abont  eleren  o'clock 
aboot  two  o'clock  reached 
om — ^there  he  called  for  a 
soda  water,  with  brandy ; 
ed,  set  oot  en  his  canvass, 
d  an  invitation  to  take  a 
)  at  the  houses  which  he 
fhe  m\  business  of  the 
lis  own  tme  position  and 
non  never  once  deigned  to 
ct  him;  but  had  confined 
reparation  of  a  very  short 
ih,  to  be  delivered  by  Tit- 
e,  from  the  hustings,  and 
nade  Titmouse  copy  oot 
1  promise  that  he  would 
n  oflT  by  heart  He  might 
mpted  to  walk  up  the  out- 
nent 

tie  bells  of  Grilston  church, 
iear,  the  Reverend  Oideon 
vas  a  stanch  Titmonsits, 
t  a  sort  of  sheep's  eye  uik 
Vatton;  for  he  was  nearly 
nger  than  its  present  pos- 
E^tham.  What  a  bustle 
town  by  eight  o'clock  in 
Ui  business  was  to  be  sns- 
ay.  Great  numbers  from 
nt  b^ran  to  pour  into  ths 
hnar.  It  was  soon  seen 
i/sr 


colours  wenyelhwf  for  wherever  you  went^ 
yellow  cockades,  rosettes,  and  button-ties 
for  tiie*  men,  and  yellow  ribands  for  the 
girls,  yellow  flags  and  yellow  plaeardi 
with  "TrrMorai  voa  YATTOii!"met  the 
eye.  Mr.  Delamere's  colours  were  a  deep 
blue,  but  were  worn,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  by 
only  one  in  four  or  five  of  those  who  were 
stirring  aboot;  and  who,  moreover,  how« 
ever  respectable,  and  in  appea*iince  superior 
to  the  acJherents  of  Titmouse,  yet  wors  no 
socb  look  of  confidence  and  cheedblness  as* 
thev.  From  the  bow-window  of  the  Hars 
ana  Hounds,  Mr.  Delamere's  head-ouarters,' 
streamed  an  ample  and  very  rich  blue  silk 
banner,  on  whieh  was  wmed,  in  white 
silk,  the  figure  of  a  Bible,  Crown,  and 
Sceptre,  and  the  words  «*Delameie  for 
Yatton."  This  would  have  probably  se-' 
cured  some  little  favoarable  notice  from  his' 
sullen  and  bitter  opponents,  had  they  knowir 
that  it  had  been  the  worknianship  of  fifteea* 
of  as  sweet  beautiful  girls  as  could  have 
been  picked  out  of  the  whole  oounty  uif 
York ;  and,  by  the  way,  *tis  a  singular  and 
melancholy  sign  of  the  times,  that  l>ea«itjr, 
innocence,  and  accomplishment,  are  tn 
England  to  be  found  r  unifonaly  vrmjed^ 
on  the  side  of  tyranny  and  corruption, 
against  the  people.  Then  Mr.  Delamere's 
band  ^as  eq  ual  to  threto  such  as  that  of  his  op* 
ponent— playing  with  equal  precision  and 
power;  and,  what  was  more,  they  played 
very  bold  enlivening  tuttss  as  they  paraded 
the  town. 

There  was  one  (hatare  of  the  early  pro- 
ceedings of  the  day,  that  was  rather  singn** 
lar  and  signifieant;  via.,  that  tbongh  ail* 
the  members  of  the  formidable  Qvaint' 
Club  were  stirring  about,  not  one  of  them- 
wore  the  colours  %f  either  partfff  though  (b^ 
tween  ourselves)  eaoh  man  had  the  ooloarsr 
of  both  parties  in  his  pocket.  They  appear- 
ed studiously  to  abstain  from  a  display  of 
party  feeling — though  several  of  them  could 
not  resist  a  leering  wink  of  the  eye  when 
the  yellow  band  went  clashing  past  them. 
They  had,  moreover,  a  band  of  their  own^ 
which  went  about  the  town,  preceded  by 
their  own  standard-^a  very  broad  sheet  of 
sky-blue,  stretched  between  two  polee,  eu^ 
potted  by  two  men :  and  the  droll  device  it 
bore,  waa— (&n  ei»icmo\»  tswm?  ^  \^«K'm'^ 
an  intense  aomiav  «»A  vw^  >kwAv^v^  ^^ 
I  Ihttinba  of  ewAi  w*Cbi%  f»^fiD^  t««»^«i\^ 
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in  rerj  anenyisible  and  qaecr  eonti^l 
an  establishment  of  a  very  qocKSoB^ 
character — in  fact,  adjoining  it.  Aintf 
the  upper  part  of  the  chapel  haavaievii 
calculated  to  arrest,  as  it  did  arrest,  wm- 
sal  attention  and  admiration— riL,ai» 
oeiieef  copy  of  the  New  Testament;  ofcrj^ 
the  fi^rore  of  a  church  turned  upside  dof^ 
with  the  poist  of  its  steeple  rMtkf  tali 
word  ^KeTelatiou;*'  and  upon  the  rf» 
said  church  stood  proudly  ereet  u  «Ml 
representation  of  Mr.  Smirk  Mndfliot'sdb 
peX  over  which  were  the  words-^M 
DOM  or  OpiHioir!  and  Tiotr  Tmm 
Airr!"  But  I  do  not  know  wketfas* 
other  dence,  worked  by  Miss  Modfii^ 
a  skinny,  tallow-faced,  and  flint]r*liafld 
youn^  lady  of  five  and  twenty— «« ^ 
still  more  strikingr  and  original ;  m^t 
Triangle,  and  an  Eye  with  rays^iM  il 
words—"  TUmousef  Truth .'Feaeerilm 
cheers  for  Mr.  MudAint  w^  gifn  M 
and  Mr.  Mudflint  bowed  all  roand  wifts 
air  of  proud  excitementp— feeliagi  idom0 
an  intense  desire  to  stop  the  prooesnoaB 
make  a  speech  while  opposite  to  Ui  M 
little  dunghill.  First  m  tbe  pneMit 
matched  a  bi^  fellow,  with  one  e]r«,liR 
ing  a  flag,  with  a  red  cap  onapiksi* 
the  words,  in  large  black  chaiaslei»-   ' 


fingers  spread  out  toward)i  the  beholder.    It 

Sroducea — as  it  seemed  designed  to  pro- 
uce-— shouts  of  laughter  wherever  it  made 
its  appearance.  Evenr  member  of  the  Quaint 
Club  wore  a  grave  face ;  as  if  they  were 
the  only  persons  who  appreciated  the  na- 
ture of  the  exalted  functions  which  they 
were  about  to  exercise.  No  one  could  tell 
which  way  they  intended  to  TOte,  though  all 
flxpeded  that  they  were  to  come  in  at  the  last, 
and  place  the  yellows  in  a  triumphant  majori-^ 
tf  of  a  hundred,  at  least.  Though  it  had  been, 
a  matter  of  notoriety  that  they  were  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse's men,  before  Mr.  Delamere  appear- 
ed in  the  field ;  yet,  nnee  then,  they  had 
suddenly  exhibited  a  politic  and  perseve- 
ring silence  and  reserve,  even  among' their 
personal  friends  and  acquaintance. 

The  yellow  band  performed  one  feat 
which  was  greatly  applauded  by  the  yeU 
low  crowd  which  attended  them,  and  evi- 
denced the  delicacy  by  which  those  \i'ho 
guided  their  movements  were  actuated : 
▼IS.,  they  frequently  passed  and  repassed 
Mr.  Delamere*s  committee-room,  playing 
that  truly  inspiriting  air,  "The  Rogue's 
March.*'  Then  the  y^lows  dressed  up  a 
poor  old  donkey  in  Mr.  Delamere's  colours, 
which  were  plentifully  attached  to  the  ani- 
mal's ears  and  tail,  and  paraded  him  with 
great  cheering  before  the  door  of  the  Hare 
and  Hounds,  and  Mr.  Delamere's  principal 
fiiends  and  adherents.  Nay— one  of  the 
more  vivacious  of  the  crowd  threw  a  stone 
at  a  little  comer  window  of  the  blue  com- 
mittee-room, through  which  it  went  smash- 
ing on  its  way,  till  it  hit  npon  the  inkstand 
of  calm  Mr.  Crafty,  who  sat  alone  in  the 
little  room,  busy  at  work,  with  pen,  ink 
and  naper.  He  lodked  up  for  a  moment, 
oallea  for  a  fresh  inkstand,  and  presently 
leeuned  his  pen  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. 

The  hustings  were  erected  upon  a  very 
convenient  aim  commodious  green,  at  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  town ;  and  thither 
might  be  seen,  first  on  its  way,  a  little  afler 
eleven  o'clock,  the  procession  of  the  popu- 
lar candidate— Mr.  Titmouse.  Here  and 
there  might  be  heard,  as  he  passed,  the 
startling  sounds  of  mimic  ordnance,  fired 
by  little  boys  from  house-tops.  As  they 
fMLssed  the  church,  its  bells  rung  their  mer- 
riest peal ;  and  at  a  little  distance  further 
on,  the  little  boys  of  Mr.  Hie  H«c  Hoc, 
esoh  with  a  small  rosette  tied  to  his  jacket, 
struck  up  a  squeaking  and  enthusiastic 
•♦  hurrah !"  while  from  the  upper  Endows, 
the  young  ladies  f  three  in  nunr/»«r)  of  Mrs. 

Hk  time  Hoe's  "fiStabliBhment"  waved   ^    ____^__ 

Ihmr   iittle    white  pocket  Yk%fidVexeVv«&HAV«fcTi  Y^\>i^  ^Mlii^addddio^ 

Sext  on  their  way*  they  passed  \5cwe  ^  Rese-X  ^«m^  Xft  i«w«ft  ^  ^"w^^  ^  y  ?^S! 
"  fimffk  Mudflinl's  «bmpe\,  N«Yk\rii  Niis\>i«ett«»%  ^^  ism»»»«^^^^iw«'^ 
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««7VrM008B  0«  DSATH 

Let  TnuLRTS  TssMSLi!  H  r* 

Then  came  the  band ;  and  neit  to  is 
walked — ^rnrwiSAT  Tmioiiai,  &J|»JjJ 
ed  exactly  as  he  was,  whenheeiicoailijl 
in  their  canvass,  the  party  of  his  opjwg 
as  I  have  already  described— only  wHJ 
wore  a  yellow  rosette,  attached  to  i  *■» 
hole  on  the  left  side  of  his  drabgnijjj 
His  protoberant  light-blue  25*2 
with  delight,  and  his  face  was  ikaWJ 
excitement.  His  hat  was  off  sfld  <»2 
moment,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  ■g 
sal  salutations  which  greew*  ^ 
which  so  occupied  him  that  he.  ^S 
to  use  his  eye-glass.  Oa  his  j^S 
walked,  wrapped  op  in  a  rfain  J**JJ 
great-coat,  a  somewhat  dinerent  S^j 
Mr.  Gammon.  The  expressisa  ^"g 
fctttnies  wore  was  one  of  intense  "g 
and  any  tolerably  close  obsertf^ 
have  detected  the  mortiflfcation  sad  < 
with  which  his  eye  occasioDsHT 
at  and  was  suddenly  withdra'J' 
fignie  of  the  grinning  idiot  bt^wyj^^ 
I^Tjo  do  you  think,  reader,  w»J 
Mr.  Titmouse's  riffht-handsid^^ 
away   Rotgwt   Wildfire,  BaOTTC 
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I  all  mikiiidlT  FBOollMlion  of  Mr. 
3e*s  gross  conduct  on  a  former  occa- 
^T  having  received,  Uirough  the  roe- 
Mr.  Bloodsock,  senior,  as  a  eom- 
snd,  a  satisfactory  apology.  Next 
Mr.  Titmoase*s  mover  and  second- 
*♦  BeverefuT*  Mr.  Mndflint,  and  Go- 
ne, «*U«oi«trc."  Then  came  Mr. 
«ie  and  Mr.  Woodlpuse,  Mr.  Grog- 
1  Mr.  Ginblossom ;  Mr.  Gargle  Glis- 
1  Mr.  Barnabas  Bloodsuck;  and 
»f  the  leading  friends  of  Mr.  Tit- 
followed  by  some  two  hundred 
Vwo  and  two. 

passed  along  the  main  street  of 
I,  in  splendid  array,  what  might  too 
^ve  been  called  the  triumpktd  pro- 
of the  popular  candidate;  his  pro- 
ving accompanied  by  the  enlivening 
>f  his  band,  the  repeated  acclama- 
the  excited  and  intelligent  crowd, 
'\nv  of  banners  and  flags  below,  and 
nchiefs,  and  scarfs  from  tlie  ladies  at 
idows,  and  desperate  stnigglings 
ne  to  time,  on  the  part  of  the  crowd, 
L  a  glimpse  of  Mr.  Titmouse.  Mr. 
^fWi  had  tli'b  day  before  ^^  hired  ten 
worth  tfmbb'*^ — a  device  alone  suf- 
to  have  made  Mr.  Titmouse  the 
eandidatie,  and  it  now  told  excel- 
for  the  aforesaid  ten  pounds'  worth 
d  itscif  in  truly  admirable  oider,  in 
r  the  hustings, — and,  on  Mr.  Tit- 
making  his  appearance  there,  set  up 
m  and  enthusiastic  shout,  which  rent 
and  was  calculated  to  strike  dismay 
^  heart  of  the  enemy. 
Htmouse,  on  gaining  the  hustings, 
i  colour  visibly,  and,  coming  in  front, 
his  glossy  hat,  and  bow^repeat- 
^  all  directions.  Mr.  Delamere's 
OTi  was  of  a  vastly  superior  descrip- 
^  too  palpably  that  of  the  unpopular 
^e — every  member  of  it,  from  first  to 
^ng  made  up  his  mind  to  encounter 
y^  and  even  insult,  however  really 
to  avoid  the  slightest  occasion  for 
^  band  was  numerous,  and  played 
ly.  There  was  a  profusion  of  gay 
^some  flags  and  banners.  Mr.  De^ 
•^Talked  next  to  the  band,  with  a  gal- 
ling, a  gay  and  cheerful  smile,  yet 
^ned  by  anxiety  as  he  perceived  in- 
i «  symptoms  of  a  disppsition  to  rough 
tfet  on  tne  part  of  the  crowd.  On  his 
^nd  side  walked  Mr.  St.  Aubyn;  on 
->  Sir  Pcrcival  Pickering,  the  late 
t'  for  the  borough.  Following  them 
(  r.  Gold,  the  banker,  and  Mr.  Miln- 
«n  extensive  and  highly  respectable 
^etor — these  being  Mr.  Delamere's 
^nd  seconder;  ana  theywere  foJlow- 
^^  ieatt  three  handnd  oCliem,  two  and 
Sti9 


two,  all  of  substaMtial  and  ratpectaUe  it»- 
pearance,  and  most  resolute  air  to  boot.  N» 
amount  of  mob  that  day  m  Grilston  would 
have  ventured  an  attack,  in  passing,  upon 
that  stout-hearted  body  of  yeomen. 

A  great  many  white  handkerchiefs  were 
waved  from  the  windows,  as  Delaroers 
passed  along — waved  by  the  hands  of  hun- 
dreds of  fair  creatures,  whose  hearts  throb- 
bed with  fond  fears  lest  an  unoffending  gen- 
tleman  should  be  maltreated  by  the  mob. 
When  Mr.  Delamere  approached  a  large 
bow  window,  opposite  to  the  town-hall,  his 
heart  began  to  beat  quickly.  There  wars 
four  as  beautiful  and  high-born  young  wo- 
men as  England  could  have  prod  uee£— all 
gazing  down  upon  him  with  eager  and 
anxious  looks,  it  was  not  they,  however, 
who  occasioned  Mr.  Delamere  s  emotion. 
He  knew  that  in  that  room  was  Lady  de  la 
Zouch— ^M  mother  i  and  he  grew  silent  and 
excited  as  he  approached  it.  One  of  the 
loveliest  of  the  four,  as  he  stopped  and  with 
respectful  bow  looked  up  for  an  instant- 
Lady  Alethea  Larymer — suddenly  and  c|uita 
unexpectedly  stepped  aside ;  and  there  stood 
revealed  the  figure  of  Lady  de  la  Zoiich 
She  would  have  waved  her  handkerchief, 
but  that  she  required  it  to  conceal  her  emo» 
tion.  The  lips  of  neither  mother  nor  son 
moved;  but  their  hearts  uttered  reciprocal 
benedictions— and  Delamere  passed  on.  As 
he  neared  the  church,  I  regret  to  have  it  to 

Sttt  on  recoid,  but,  at  the  bidding  of  tho 
teverend  Gideon  Fleshpot,  the  bells  toiled 
aafar  a  funeral!  ! 

Could  any  thin^  have  been  more  lamen- 
table and  disgusting  1  If  the  sudden  and 
unexpected  sight  of  his  mother  had  been  in 
any  degree  calculated  to  subdue,  for  a  mo* 
ment,  his  feelings,  what  ensued  within  a 
minute  or  two  afterwards  was  sufl[icient  to 
excite  his  sternest  mood;  for  as  soon  as 
ever  the  head  of  his  procession  became  visi- 
ble to  the  crowd  on  the  green,  tliere  arose  a 
tremendous  storm  of  yelling,  hooting,  hiss- 
ing, and  groaning:  and  when  Mr.  Dela- 
mere lazaQ  his  appearance  in  front  of  tho 
hustings,  you  might  have  imagined  that  yon 
were  witnessing  the  reception  given  to  soma 
loathsome  miscreant  mounting  the  gallowa 
to  expiate  with  his  life  a  dreadful  crime* 
He  advanced,  nevertheless,  with  a  smile  of 
cheerful  resolution  and  good-humour,  thougti 
he  changed  colour  a  little;  and,  taking  olf 
his  hat,  bowed  in  all  directions.  Gracious 
heaven!  what  a  contrast  he  presented  to 
his  popular  rival,  Mr.  Titmouse,  who  stood 
grinning  and  winking  to  the  wretches  im- 
mediately underneath,  evidently  with  a  spite- 
ful gratification  al\h«  \x«^tcfAT\Vcvv«i\v>a^ 
opponent  w»  ex^emtvcAxv^t.  Ktpj  c«oa  5ik 
the  hun^Agt  QT  Wiebia^crv«4Vtt4^BR.^fc-^^^ 
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Ml  <«ThfM  olMer»  fJt  Mr.  TitmoM^r^  to 
be  instantly  obeyed;  then** Three  groom 
Hk  the  youtt^  bonmghmon^er  !'*  weie  re- 
eponded  to  with  amaaing  Tehemenoe  and 
rafect. 

Viewed  from  a  distanee  seffieient  to  pqre- 
▼eniyour  obeenrin^  the  farione  faeea  of  the 
dense  mob,  and  hearing  the  opprobrious 
epithets  which  wpre  leTelled  against  the 
unpopular  candidate,  the  scene  appeared 
both  interesting  and  ezcitingr.  On  the  out* 
skirts  of  the  crowd  were  to  be  seen  a  great 
number  of  carria^,  both  close  and  open, 
principally  occupied  by  ladies— and  I  need 
nsidly  say  who  was  the  faTourite  in  ihote 
Quarters.  Then  the  rival  bands  moTed  con- 
Qnually  about,  playing  well  known  national 
airs ;  while  the  banners  and  flags,  blue  and 
yrilow,  heightened  the  exhilarating  and 
picturesque  effect  of  the  whole.  The  hust- 
ings were  strong  and  commodious;  Mr. 
Titmouse  and  his  friends  stood  on  the  right, 
Mr.  Delamere  and  his  friends  on  the  left 
side.  He  was  dressed  in  a  simple  dark  blue 
aurtout  and  plain  black  stock.  He  was 
tall,  elegant,  and  easy  in  his  person,  appear- 
ance, and  gestures;  his  countenance  Was 
prepossessing,  and  bespoke  a  little  excite* 
ment,  which  did  not,  however,  obscure  its 
good-nature.  And  beside  him  stood  hiS' 
mover  and  seconder,  Mr.  Gold  and  Mr. 
Milnthorpe;  the  two  late  members;  and 
about  twenty  or  thirty  other  gentlemen— the 
whole  party  forming  such  a  strong  contrast 
to  their  opponents,  as  must  have  challenged 
anyone's  observation  in  an  instant. 

'ntmottse  stood  in  the  centre,  leaning  (as 
he  supposed)  gracefully  against  the  Trent 
bar ;  on  his  right  stood  the  burly,  slovenly 
figure  of  Sir  Harkaway  Rotgut  Wildfire, 
with  his  big,  bloated,  blotchy  face :  on  Mr. 
Titmouse^s  left  stood  his  proposer,  the  ^^Re- 
verend'*  Mr.  Smirk  Mud  flint.  His  lean, 
•allow  face  wore  a  very  disagreeable  and 
bitter  expression,  which  was  aggravated  by 
a  sinister  cast  of  one  of  his  eyes.  He  was 
dressed  in  black,  with  a  white  neck-kt,fchief 
and  no  shirt  collars.  Next  to  him  stood 
€roing  Gone,  Esq.,  Mr.  Titmouse's  seconder, 
with  a  ruddy  complexion,  light  hair,  a  droll 
eye,  and  an  expression  of  coarse  but  by  no 
means  ill-natured  energy.  Gammon  stood 
immediately  behind  Titmouse,  into  whose 
ear  he  whispered  frequently  and  anxiously. 
There  were  also  the  Reverend  Gideon  Flesh- 
pot,  (though  he  evidently  did  not  wish  to 
make  himself  conspicuous,)  Mr.  Glister, 
Mr.  Grogram,  Mr.  Woodlouse,  Mr.  Genti- 
|Mde,  Mr.  Ginblossoro,  Mr.  Hie  Umo  Hoe, 
Ae  MeBtn.  Bloodauck^  Cather  and  son. 

The  batiseaa  of  the  dvf  \i»nii^>M«n 


aatimHled  milifchiit  tofnmwiinrlhif  iy 
were  EngUshmeOt  and  to  give  belk  pnhp 
fair  pUy,  allowkig  eyeij  one  who  mqi^lp 
drees  them  firooa.  the  hustiBga,  to  be  bail 
without  serious  intermptiofk  It  had  hm 
arranged  betweea  the  two  connnitlMsiM 
Mr.  Titraottse  shottld  be  first  proposed;  mi 
the  moment,  therefore^  tbat  w  retureiwj^ 
fleer  o^ised  speaking,  the  **  Reverend'^  A 
Mudflint  took  oft  his  hmi  and  prepared  toa4» 
dress  the  ^electors;'*  bat  be  had  to  wutfti 
at  least  a  nunute  in  order  that  the  appbHi 
with  which  he  had  been  greeted  might  Hb 
side,  during  which  little  anxious  istml 
he  could  not  help  directing  towards  his  Oh 
ponent  a  look  of  bitter  exultation.  Hi 
spoke  with  the  aetf-poeeession,  floeaej^ 
and  precisioa  of  a  piaetiBed  public  tpedat 
If  the  day's  prooeedingB  were  to  ttio  tiw 
tone  from  that  of  the  opening  speech,  'tea 
a  thousand  pities  that  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  At 
«•  Reverend*^  Mr.  Mudflint  to  deliver  it  Hi 
h^d  so  clear  a  vdoe,  spoke  vrith  such  £» 
tiactness  and  deliberatioB,  and  aaudst  uA 
silence,  that  every  word  he  uttered  wis  w 
dible  all  oyer  the  crowd;  and  any  tUif 
more  unchristian,  uneooiteous,  uonir  It 
wards  his  opponents,  and  oalcnlated  tstt* 
cito  tovrards  tnem  the  hatred  of  the  ciosi 
could  hardly  have  becoi  coAceived. 

In  what  offensive  and  indeoeat  terns  b 
spoke  of  the  Established  Chnich  asd  m 
ministera !  of  the  aristocnic^,  (^«  those  silr 
ral  tyrants,*'  he  said,)  and  iiideed  of  aHii 
best  and  time4iallowed  institntiQiis  of  dis 
glorious  old  England— -which  might  i4 
blush  to  own  suchacieatnre  as  he»aiflBi 
entitled  by  birth  to  call  himscdf  one  of  iv 
sons!  How  he  hailed  the  appraaobBt 
downfall  of  priestorafl  and  kinff-cnft^-^L 
new  light,"  he  said,  ^*  was  diffusing  \IkM 


over  benighted  mankind— *twas  tbejHli 
and  steady  light  of  RxiLSoir,  and  all  flly 
things  were  flying  from  before  it,**  (tt 
mense  cheers  followed  the  BiinoiiiM<wi< 
of  so  important  and  interesting  a  heL)  Bi 
said,  '<  tne  Bible  was  a  book  of  csMhH 
common  sense;  and  nothing  but  viflsasa 
priestorafl  had  attempted  to  toftois  wi 
dislocate  it  into  all  sorts  of  &ntestie  ip 
tories,  which  led  to  rank  idolatry  aadlfc 
phemy,  equally  revolting  to  God  and  wm^ 
(Perceiving  that  this  was  going  a  JittlrIB 
rapidly  ahead,  from  the  coolness  with  «tt# 
it  .was  received,  he  dropped  that  isM 
alto^ther,  and  soon  regained  the  ear  oTlii 


audience,  by  descanting  in  yery 
and  inflammatory  terms  upon  the . 
victory  which  the  people  had  reoendy  friMl 
in  the  glorious  Bill  for  giving  SnmNf 
lE»^w:faSa«^{A  •« They  had  burst thdrtepp 


with  the  ordinary  fmnpYTtirirhi  ^«Wv^%t«£v«^  ^<si\\\s^  <^i^  ^S&aiai 

mundhg  oAeir»  1m  eunMtlf  bsMisf^^dEUb\\»^  9S«i^l  ^«%<cH^M^^^^B^Mai.  ^wv'^Aii^ 
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r-ifaair  idTMrtigVy  and  naver  4top|i«d  clmrt 
crushio^  a  heartleM  uid  tjrraniiical  and 
itolent  oligmichy ;  unless  the  people  were 
ow  true  to  tkemsehree,  and  returned  to  the 
Louse  of  Commons  ^ood  men  and  true,  to 
ratch  over  the  energies  of  reyiving  liberty* 
tat  they  should  be  strangled  in  their  wa^— 
the  remainder  of  the  sentence  was  inaudible 
I  the  storm  of  applause  which  it  excited.) 
fnder  these  eircumstanoes  Providence  it- 
slf  had  pointed  out  an  individual  whom  he 
ras  proud  and  happy  to  propose  to  their 
^ce—- (here  he  turned  and  bowed  to  Mr. 
itmouse,  who,  plucking  off  his  hat,  bobbed 
I  letum,  and  blushed,  amidst  the  deafening 
laers  of  all  before  thcim,  to  whom  also  he 
ywed  rq>eatedly.)  A  gentleman  who 
0ined— -as  it  were— made  for  them ;  who, 

bis  own  person,  might  be  said  to  afford 
lively  illuatration  of  the  regeneration  of 
Qxety — ^who,  to  borrow  for  a  moment  an 
rnari  word  from  his  opponents,  had  by  s 
rt  of  mirack  (with  what  an  infernal  em- 
lasis  he  pronounced  this  word!)  been 
K^ed  where  he  was,  in  his  present  proud 
mtion;  who  had  totally  and  happily 
EBUged  the  whole  aspect  of  affairs  in  the 
agfibourhood,  which  had  already  become 
e  acene  of  his  profuse  and  jet  discrimi- 
\Xiug  generosity  and  hospitality;  who 
Dcxl  in  bright  and  held  relief  from  out  a 
wkg  gioomy  line  of  ancestors,  all  of  whom 
id  lived  and  died  in  enmity  to  the  people 
»«l8o  who  had  distinguished  themselves 
w  nothing  ezcef^t  their  i>igotry  and  hatred 
r  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

*«  Mr.  Titmouse  was  the  first  of  his  an- 
iant  fkmily  to  claim  the  proud  title  of— 
^|ie  Man  of  the  People.  (Here  a  voice 
imed  out,  *' three  cheers  for  Mr.  Tit- 
iooae!** — ^which  were  given  spontaneous- 
f^  and  most  effectively.^  His  ^addrei$* 
ras  worthy  of  him— it  did  equal  honour  to 
SB  head  and  bis  heart,  (it  is  impossible' to 
l(B0oribe  the  smile  which  here  just  glanced 
irer  Utie  countenance  of  Mr.  Gammon)— 
ouching  nothing  that  it  did  not  adorn— at 
ipoe  bold,  comprehensive,  uncompromising! 
<-.He  had  had  the  felicity  of  enjoying  the 
loquaintance,  he  mij^^ht  venture,  perhaps, 
^  say  the  friendship,  of  Mr.  Titmouse, 
diice  he  had  taken  up  his  abode  at  the 
liome  of  his  ancestors,  and  very  nroud  he 
iraa  to  be  able  to  say  so.  He  could  assure 
lie  electors,  from  his  own  personal  know- 
ledge of  Mr.  Titmouse,  that  they  would 
fepve  cause  to-be  proud  of  their  future  repre- 
MDtative— of  the  choice  which  they  were 
ll^oat  to  make.  (Here  the  worthy  speaker 
bmd  some  sudden  misgivings  as  to  the  dis- 

Sy  likely  to  be  made  by  Titmoase,  when 
■aoie  to  his  turn  to  address  the  eleetort:— 
H^  he  added  in  raiJUr  a  vahdv^i  tone  (—It 


trae  Ikar  they  might  not  hafis,  iti  Mr.  . 
Titmouse,  a  magpie  in  the  House,  {Umfrjk' 
/eri)  a  mere  chatterer— nuich  cry  and  little 
wool ;  they  had  had  enough  of  mere  speech* 
iiiers  at  St  Stephen^a— but  they  would 
have  a  good  workin|[  member,  (cAcers;) 
one  always  at  his  post  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
(e^MV;)  a  good  committee-man,  and  one 
whose  princely  fortune  rendered  him  inde- 
pendent of  party  and  of  the  blandishments 
of  power.  In  Uie  language  of  the  ancient 
fod  (/)  Mr.  Mudflint  would  exclaim  on 
such  an  occasion,  *  /hcto,  wm  verbm  qumro^* 
(greai  cheering.)  And  now  a  word  for  his 
opponent,  {groane,)  He  was  a  mere  pup- 
pet, held  in  ikne  hands  of  some  one  out  of 
sight,  (kutghler)'^i  might  be  of  a  base  old 
borougnmonger,  (^roont,)  who  sought  to 
make  Yatton  a  rotten  borough,  (Aitsef,)  a 
steppins-stone  to  ascendency  in  the  eoun^, 
(ones  of  ^  Will  he,  though,  lad,  eh  VM  who 
would  buy  and  sell  them  like  slaves, 
(Aoset,)  and  would  never  rest  satisfied  until 
be  had  restored  the  intolerable  old  vassalage 
of  feudalism,  (groans  and  hisses  here  burst 
forth  from  that  enlightened  assemblage,  at 
the  idea  of  any  thing  so  frightful.)  He 
meant  nothing  personally  offensive  to  the 
honourable  canoidate— but  vmu  he  wortliy 
of  a  moment's  serious  notice  1  (greai  laugh" 
ter,)  Had  he  an  opinion  of  his  ownl  (ivwd 
laughter.)  Had  he  not  better,  to  use  the 
language  of  a  book  that  was  much  misun- 
derstood, iarrff  at  Jtrtutdem  (/  /  /)  till  hi$ 
beard  wae  groumf  Was  he  not,  in  fact,  a 
nonentity,  unworthy  of  a  reasonable  man^s 
serious  notice  1  Was  he  not  reeking  from 
Oxford,  {graane)  that  hot-bed  of  p^antic 
ignorance  and  venerable  bigotry*  (hooHng9,'\ 
surrounded  by  a  dismal  and  Innid  halo  or 
superstition  !" 

Finer  and  finer  was  Mr.  Mndflint  beco* 
ming  every  moment  as  he  warmed  with  hia 
subject— but  unfortunately  his  audience  was 
beginning  very  unequivocally  to  intimate 
that  they  were  ouite  satisfi^  vrith  what 
they  had  alreadyheard.  A  cry  for  instance 
was  heard — ^^*Tbe  rest  of  my  discourse 
nelll  Sundav  !*'— for  the  crowd  knew  tha; 
they  were  kept  all  this  while  from  one  of 
their  greatest  favorites,  Mr.  Going  Gone, 
who  had  also  himself  been  latterly  rather 
frequently  and  significantly  winking  hit 
eye  and  shrugging  his  shoulders.  Mr. 
Mudflint,  theietore,  with  feelings  of  vivid 
vexation,  pique,  and  envy,  concluded  rather 
abruptly  by  proposing  TiTTLKSAr  Tw^ 
MOUSE,  Esquire,  of  Yattoit,  aa  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  represent  them  in  Parlia> 
inent.  Up  went  nate  into  the  air,  aiiH 
shottte  of  the  moat  joyous  and  enthusitBtki 
daecTiptioYii«v^t^««^  toawi«s^TS!K«Q»«^* 
'rhfia  Ux>lr  ofE  \i^  \iiix  1^  \q\^1  V^^^«% 
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some  sort  or  another  was  €iui^  Kt  Ihi 
though  it  missed  him ;  and  then  the  Tell» 
ing  officer  adrised  him  to  desist  frooi  Ki 
attempts,  lest  mischief  should  eosae;  m- 
which  he  shouted  at  the  top  of  his  voite, 
^*I  second  Mr.  Delamere!**  and  amidst  i» 
mense  sproanin^  and  hissing  replaced  Ui 
hat  on  his  head,  thereby  owning  hifimV 
vanquished,  which  the  mob  also  peroeiTii^ 
they  barst  into  lood  and  long-contiBipi 
laughter. 

««Now,  Mr.  Titmoose,'*  said  the  retn- 
ing  officer,  on  hearing  whose  words  fe 
gentleman  he  addressed  tomed  as  while  n 
a  sheet  of  paper,  and  felt  rery  much  d^ 
posed  to  be  sick.     He  palled  out  of  Ui 
coat-pocket  a  well-worn  little  roll  of  pips, 
on  which  was  the  speech  which  Mr.  Gs»> 
mon  had  prepared  for  him,  as  I  hsTe  alrei^ 
intimated ;  and  with  a  shaking  haod  ut 
rolled  it,  casting  at  its  contents  a  gUoe^ 
momentary    and  despairing.     What  te 
would  that  little  fool  naTe  giyen  for  dks^ 
rr,  voice,  and  manner  enongh  to  ^spok 
the   speech  that   had  been  set  domi  ft 
him !"    He  cast  a  dismal  look  oier  Is 
shoulder  at  Mr.  Grammon,  and  took  off  Is 
hat— Sir  Harkaway  clapping  him  os  it 
back,  exclaiming,  *^Now  for*t,  lad— tan 
at  'em  and  away— never  fear !"    The  ■► 
ment  that  he  stood  bareheaded,  and  p 
pared  to  address  the  writhing  mass  offMS 
before  him,  he  was  greeted  with  a  prodi^ 
shout— hats,  some  wared,  others  flung  ul^ 
the  air— and  it  was  two  or  three  minoiesUI 
fore  the  uproar  abated  in  the  least    WiA 
fearful  rapidity,  howerer,  erery  speeieiQf 
noise  and  interruption  ceased— and  t  p» 
feet  silence  prevailed.     T^e  sea  of  eefs 
excited  faces— 4II  tamed  towards  Ai»- 
was  a  spectacle  that  might  for  a  mosMl 
have  shaken  the  nenres  of  even  a  «••• 
had    he   been    **  anaccaatomed    to  pnUs 
speaking.''   The  speech,  which — brief  ad 
simple  as  it  was — ^he  had  never  been  sfeb 
to  make  his  own,  even  afier  eopytng  it  stf 
half«a-dozen  times,  and  trying  to  lean  it  sf 
for  an  hour  or  two  daily  dannff  the  pnss* 
ding  fortnight,  he  had  now  ntteny  forfoOff* 
and  he  woi\ld  hai^  giren  a  hundred  poesii 
to  retire  at  once  from  the  contest,  or  mk 
nnperoeived  under  the  floor  of  the  hosdifa 

^'Beorin!    Begin!"  whispered  GamaM 
earnestly. 

»« Ya    a    a-  0    but — ^what  shall  I  mjf 
— stammered  Titmouse. 

**  Your  speech,"  answered  GaiteUNi,i» 
patiently. 

w  1—1— .»pon  my— eoul — ^I've— fofgolf^ 
ery  word  of  it!" 

«'Then  mM^it,"  said  Gammon,  iat*- 


Gons— a  signal  for  roars  of  laoghter,  and 
oriss  of  coarse  and  droll  welcome,  in  ex- 
pectancy of  fan.  Nor  were  they  disap- 
pointed. He  kept  them  in  good  homour 
and  fits  of  laughter  during  the  whole  of  his 
*' address;"  and  though  destitute  of  any 
pretence  to  refinement,  I  must  say  that  I 
could  not  detect  any  traces  of  real  ill-nature 
in  it.  He  concluded  bj  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Titmouse,  amidst  tu- 
multuous cheers ;  and,  after  waiting  for  some 
few  minutes  in  order  that  they  might  sub- 
side, Mr.  Gold  took  off  his  hat,  and  essayed 
to  address  the  crowd.  Now  he  was  really 
what  he  looked,  an  old  man  of  unaffected 
and  very  gfreat  good  humour  and  benevo- 
lence, and  that,  too,  was  extensive  and  ^s- 
lematic.  He  had  only  the  week  before  dis- 
tributed soup,  blankets,  coals,  and  potatoes 
V>  two  hundred  poor  families  in  the  borough, 
even  as  he  had  done  at  that  period  of  the 
year  for  many  years  before.  No  tale  of 
distress  was  ever  told  him  in  vain,  unless 
palpably  fictitious  and  fraudulent.  The 
moment  that  his  bare  head,  scantily  covered 
with  gray  hairs,  was  visible,  there  arose,  at 
a  given  -signal  from  Mr.  Barnabas  Blood- 
suck,  a  drmdfbl  hissing  and  hooting  from 
all  parts  of  the  crowd.  If  he  appeared  dis- 
posed to  persevere  in  addressing  the  two  or 
three  immediately  around  him,  Siat  only  in- 
furiated the  mob  against  he  poor  old  man, 
who  bore  it  all,  however,  with  great  good 
humour  and  fortitude.  Bkit  it  was  in  vain. 
AfVer  some  twenty  minutes  spent  in  useless 
efforts  to  make  himself  aodible,  he  con- 
cluded, in  mere  dumb  show,  by  proposing 
the  Honourable  Geoffry  Level  Delamere, 
at  the  mention  of  whose  name  there  again 
arose  a  perfect  tempest  of  howling,  hissii^, 
groaning,  and  hooting. 
.  Then  Mr.  Milnthorpe  came  forvrard,  de- 
tMrmined  net  to  be  *^nut  doumJ*  He  was 
a  very  tall  and  powerrally-built  man;  bold 
and  determined,  with  a  prodigious  power 
of  voice,  and  the  heart  of  a  lion.  **  Now, 
lads,  I'm  ready  to  try  which  can  tire  the 
other  out  first !"  he  roared,  in  a  truly  sten- 
torian voice,  that  was  heaid  over  all  tllbir 
uproar,  which  it  redoubled.  How  vain  the 
attempt !  How>  ridiculous  the  challenge ! 
Confident  of  his  lungs,  he  smiled  gtm- 
humouredly  at  ,the  hissing  and  bellowing 
mass  before  him,  and  for  half  an  hour  per- 
severed in  his  attempts  to  make  himself 
Heard.  At  length,  however,  without  his 
having  in  the  slightest  dejfree  succeeded, 
his  pertinacity  began  to  imtate  the  crowd, 
who,  in  fact.  f«!t  themselves  being  hulUed, 
$nd  that  no  ciowd  that  ever  t  saw  or  heard 
0fcan  beat  for  one  instant;  «nd  loKot  it  one 

«<atW  90  many  9    HanATsAm  oi  fiifc^  w«t%Vn»\»  -wVxw^^— s*-  ^ts«A<i^l  ^oulf Mi^  I 
•aid  up  and  sliaken  at  bun.    Kiitt»X'&c^\wk^^aRfcV««^T».'^\^^  ^^ 
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'4a  yoa  fceaj  t*— lie  ajded,  ahnost  gtiafthing 
fiis  teeth. 

Matters  having  come  to  this  fearful  issae, 
'•*  Gentlemen,"  he  commenced  faintly 

••Hear,  him!  Hear,  hear !— Hush  Ts! 
— Ts  !'*  cried  the  impatient  and  expectant 
erowd. 

Now,  I  happen  to  have  a  short-hand  wri- 
ter's notes  of  every  word  uttered  by  Tit- 
moose,  together  with  an  account  of  the  re- 
ception it  met  with :  and  I  shall  give  the 
reader,  first,  Mr.  Titmouse's  real^  and 
secondly,  Mr.  Titmouse's  supposed  speech, 
as  it  appeared  two  or  three  days  afterwards 
in  the  columns  of  the  TorksMre  Stingo, 

>  Mr.  TV^ummin'i  adual  Spteek* 

•GiirrLiMCN — ^Most  uncommon,  oirae- 
enstomed  as  I  am,  {Aters)  happy*-memo- 
rahlfr— prondest— ^igh  honour — ^unworthy, 
(theering) — day  of  my  life — ^important  crl- 
^s,  (cA^»)— day  gone  by,  ana  arrived— 
"too  late  (cAeerfng).— civil  and  reliffions  li- 
berty all  over  the  world,  {immenst  dteering^ 
kdoffby  Mir.  ifud/lint.)  Yes,  gentlemen — 
I  eoaki  observe— It  is  unnecessary  to  say- 
passing  of  that  truly  glorious  Bill— charter 
Britons  never  shall  b^  slaves,  (enthusiastte 
cAesrt^'^Gentlemen,  unaccustomed  as  I  am 
to  address  an  assembly  of  this— 4ihem, 
{hear!  hear!  hear!  and  cheers)  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty  all  over  the  world,  (cheers)-^ 
y^t  the  tongue  can  feel  where  the  neart  can- 
*Bot  express  the  (cA«cr»)— universal  suffrage 
snd  cheap  and  enlightened  equality  {ertes 
of  thaCs  it^  lad)  which  can  never  fear  to  see 
established  in  this  country  {cheers) — if  only 
true  to— industrious  classes  and  corn-laws 
—yes,  gentlemen,  I  say  corn-laws  for  I  am 
of  op— — (^iiM  /  hear  him  !  silence .')  work- 
ing out  the  principles  which  conduced  to 
the  establishment  a — a->^— civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty  of  the  press !  {lAeers)  and  the 
working  classes,  (hush  !) — Gentlemen,  un- 
accastomed  as  I  am — ^well— «t  any  rate — 
will  you — I  say — will  you  1  {vehement  cries 
ef  No!  No!  Never!)  unless  you  are  true  to 
yourselves  ?  Gentlemen,  without  going  in- 
to—Vote  by  Ballot  {eh^s)  and  quarterly 
Parliaments,  {Umd  cheering) — three  polar 
Mars  of  my  public  conduct — Hiere  the  great 
central  banner  waved  to  and  fro,  amidst  en- 
thvisiastic  cheering)  —  and  reducing  (he 
overgrown  Church  Establishment  to  tt— 
difference  between  me  and  my  honourable 
oppcnrjent,  {loud  cheers  and  groans) — ^I  live 
among  you,  (cAefrs)— money  in  the  bo- 
rough, {cheersS — no  business  to  ceme  here, 
iNo^  fio/)— nght  about,  close  borough, 
fMset)— patient  attention,  whictl  I  will  not 
r-  fiirthisr  tmpass  xtpon,  (hear  /  hear  !  and  loud 
Mam'ttg')^ikU  aeplanatiirth^nuih  early  td 


the-4yase,  bloody,  and  tiraia1(e]l^ff i)—p(]A , 
triumphant— extinguish  for  ever,  (c  Xeets) — 
Gentlemen,  these  are  my  sentiments — wisli 
you  many  happy — ^re — hem  ?  ahem — ^afid  by 
early  displaying  a  determination  to — ;(er£^ 
of  •  we  will,  we  ii;///,')— eyes  of  the  trhole 
country  upon  you^^sis  of  out  national 
representation  —  patient  attention — latesft 
day  of  my  life.** 

Mir,  Titmous^s  reported  Speech, 

••  Silence  being  restored,  Mr.  Titmooaa 
said,  that  he  ftei^  it  Watt  bflt  Vb6  «<H4eiit 
fhatt  he  was  imaccustomed  to  scenes  so  exci- 
ting as  (he  ptesent  oAe^-^that  wa*  oike 
soureo  of  Ms  tfmbertassnieM ;  bnl  the 
greatest  Was,  the  enfhasiasl^c  reeef>ti0ii 
with  which  he  was  honoured,  and  of  wfiidli 
he  owned  himself  quite  imworthy,  (^Acieft.) 
He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  who  had 
proposed  him  in  so  Very  able  atwT  rtowerful 
a  speech,  {i^e/tts^)  Hmt  we  had  afnved  ki  k 
crisis  in  oar  national  hwtoty,  (eheeringy-i' 
a  point  at  Which  it  would  be  ruin  to  fo 
back,  while  to  staikd  still  was  impossib^, 
(^ersi)  and,  thei^fons,  there  itas  )(kothilfi[# 
tor  it  but  to  g*  fbtward,  {great  cheering!) 
He  looked  upon  the  passin?  of  the  BilT  fo^ 
giving  Everybody  Everything,  as  estabHslh 
mg  an  entirely  new  order' of  tmngffl^,  {ehe&s) 
in  which  the  people  hild  beeh  roui^  to  4 
sense  of  thetr  beinff  the  only'  legitinMIs 
source  of  power,  (Sl^e&ifig.)  They  Katf, 
like  Samson,  thengh  weakeni^d  by 'the  crtK 
elfyand  torture  of  his  tyrants,  hound  down 
and  broken  into  pieces  the  gloomy  fi^ril^  6f 
aristocracy,  'ftie  Wbi^a  •Civil  artd  Rel^ 
gious  Liberty*  were  no'W  no  longer  a  by^ 
word  and  a  reproael^  {cheers  {)  bwt  as  was 
finely  observed  by  the  gentlemen  who  sb 
eloquently  proposed  him  to  tfteir  notice 
the  glorious  trtith  had  gone  fot^  to  theenA 
of  the  earth,  that  no  man  Was  under'  any  i^ 
sponsibility  for  his  opiniontoj'hiff  belief,  tmf 
more  than  for  the  shape  of  his  T^ose,  (ibutf 
cheers.)  A  spirit  of  tolerance,  artrel iotatiori, 
and  renovation  was  now  abroad,  activefy^eii- 
^ged  in  re|>airing  onr  defective  and  dilapi- 
dated constitution,  the  lelic  of  abtobarotti 
age— wifli  some  traceflf  of  modettt  beauty, 
but  more  of  ancient  ignorance  atid  ortsigfit- 
liness,  (cheers,)  The  great  Bin  he  alluded 
to,  had  roused  the  thasses  into  politic!^}  bi^ 
irtg,  and  made  them  sensible  of  the  necei- 
sity  of  keeping  down  a  rapadou^  and  doml- 
neerfng  oligatchy.  Was  not  the  Ifter^  of 
the  ptesb  placed  iloW  rtpon  an  fntelligible 
atid  imperishablo  basis  t^^Alr^dy  wers 
it*  purifying  and  hrngoratirtg  Wifroeneas 
perceptibTe,  (jAeWng'^-^^tsd  ^^^  .'\x^^*<*j^. 
(that  \i  N9d\A^  ti'CTfSt  cw^^  S»  ?&JWRX^      g 
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ftavj  xoniiaiQff  hmnen  to  ike  impTOTe- 
ment  of  mankind,  (eheen,)  The  corn-laws 
BQSt  be  repealed,  the  taxes  must  be  low- 
ered, the  army  and  nav^  reduced ;  vote  by 
!>aIlot  and  oniTersal  suffragfe  conceded,  and 
tJie^iuartarlT  meeting  of  Parliament  secured. 

iHe  loond  tnal  there  were  three  words  on  his 
anner,  which  were  worth  a  thousand 
gpeeches— -Peoee,  Eetrenehmeni^  Reform, 
—which  bad  been  happily  obserred  by 
the  ffentleman  who  had  so  ably  proposed 
him" 

*.  And  to  <m  for  a  column  more,  in  the 
coarse  of  which  there  were  so  many  flat- 
tering; allusions  to  tl\e  op^iing  speech  of 
the  piopoeer  of  Titmouse,  that  it  has  of- 
Itn  oeciirred  to  me  as  probable,  that  the 
**Reveie»d"  Mr.  Mudmnt  had  supplied 
itbe  aboTC  r^oit  of  Mr.  Titmouse's  speech. 

With  this  Mr.  Titmouse  made  a^mber 
pf  pfofound  bows,  and  replaced  his  hat  up- 
on his  head,  amidst  prolonged  and  enthusi- 
astic cheering,  which,  on  Mr.  Delamere's 
essaying  to  address  the  crowd,  was  sud- 
denly converted  into  a  perfect  hurricane  of 
hissmg ;  like  as  we  now  and  then  find  a 
shower  of  rain  suddenly  change  into  hail. 
Mr.  Delameie  stood  the  pitiless  pelting  of 
tho  storm  with  calmness,  resolution  and 
good  humour.  Ten  minutes  had  elapsed, 
and  he  had  not  been  allowed  to  utter  one 
syllable  andible  to  any  one  beyond  four  or 
fire  feet  from  him.  £very  fresh  effort  he 
made  to  speak  caused  a  renewal  of  the  up- 
foar,  and  many  Teiy  offensive  and  oppro- 
brious epithets  were  applied  to  him.  Sure- 
iy  this  was  disgraceful,  disgusting  I  What 
liad  he  done  to  deserve  such  treatment? 
Had  he  been  guilty  of  offering  some  gross 
indigni^  and  outrage  to  every  person  pre- 
sent, individiially,  could  he  have  fared 
worse  than  he  did  1  He  had  conducted  his 
canvass  with  scrupulous  and  exemplary 
honour  and  inte^ty-^with  the  utmoet  cour- 
tesy to  all  parties,  whether  adverse  or  fa- 
Tounbls.  He  was  surely  not  deficient  in 
those  qualities  of  head  and  of  heart— of  per- 
sonal appearance,  even,  which  usually  se- 
cure man  &vour  with  his  fellows.  Who 
could  lav  any  thing  to  his  charge— except 
that  he  bad  ventured  to  solicit  the  suffra^ 
of  the  electors  of  Yatton,  in  competition  with 
Mr.  Titmoiise  1  If  men  of  a  determined  cha- 
racter and  of  princely  means  have  to  calcu- 
•ht^  upon  such  brutal  usage  as  this,  can 
those  who  sanction  or  perpetrate  it  wonder 
4it  bribery  and  other  undue  means  being  le- 
^jQited  fo,  in  absolute  self-defence  1  Is  it 
tineant  to  deter  any  one  fiom  couan^  Iot- 
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Shame  T— shame,  jAoaie, 
\\\«GCken*' — he    exclaimed    Tehemi«lif^ 
ward  tbac  ha^  not  k  forehead  ot  >»t«»^«d^\^^V«c«  \%  '^<tx  ^xx^xs^ttv^  ^auKfesatl  k 


terofanhoorkad 

out  Mr.  Delamere*s  having  been 

to  utter  two  ooosQcntive  sentences,  thifji 

he  stood  up  against  it  patiently  and  pi- 

lantly,  the  returning  officer^  who  had  om 

appealed  to  them  in  vain,  earnestly  besoagte 

Mr.  Titmouse  to  use  his  influence  with  tk 

crowd,  ia  order  to  secure  Mr.  DeUmsR  • 

moment's  hearing. 

"  'Pon  my  life— I— «fa  V^  qaoth  Titmom. 
«A  likely  thing !  HeM  do  it  for  tnc,  wcuU'it 
he  %  Every  roan  for  himself^ — all  £ur  at  s 
election,  eh,  Gammon  V^ 

^^  Do  it,  sir !"  whispered  Gammon,  isdif- 
nantly — <'do  it,  and  instantly— or  you  m 
not  worthy  of  the  name  of  gentlentftsr 
Titmouse,  on  this,  took  oflf  his  hat,  wiik  a 
VCTV  bad  grace,  and  addi^aaing  the  crovi 
said,  »•  I— I — suppose  yoa*ll  hear  what  lie'j 

got  to  say  for  himself,  gents^' Bolai 

was  in  vain :  «  Off!  off!     No !— Go  haml 

—ah !— «h !    a  ■  a    a— h ! St!— SlU 

Get  away  home  with  vou,  yoa  young  U 
roughmonger!— e— a — hV^  came  in  Mv 
and  fiercer  tones  from  the  mob.  Yet  Ik 
Delamere  did  not  like  to  give  op  witiNt 
another  and  desperate  effort  to  catch  the« 
of  the  mob ;  but  while  he  was  in  the  act  if 
raising  his  right  hand,  and  exclairaiii*' 
'^  Gentlemen,  only  a  word  or  two«-I  pMf 
ro^  honour  that  I  will  not  keep  you  tioB 
minutes"— .some  barbarous  miscfeant,  6w 
the  body  of  the  crowd,  aimed  at  lua  i 
stone,  not  a  very  ha^  one  to  be  sore,  ]« 
flung  with  very  considerable  force,  mi  ks 
him  just  about  the  centre  of  the  upper  ^ 
which  it  cut  open.  He  instantly  umii 
pale,  and  applied  to  it  his  white  pochS- 
handkerchiet,  which  was  speedily  ^tuad 
with  blood  which  issued  copiously  fnmfc 
wound,  and  must  have  greatly  gratiJM  # 
crowd.  Still  the  gallant  young'  fellov  ami 
his  ffround  with  firmness,  and  the  mk 
which  he  endeavoured  to  assume  aa 
enoujrh  to  have  brought  teara  into  one'icfi 
to  Witness.  The  instant  that  Gamnwa  fad 
seen  the  stone  take  effect,  he  rushed  m 
towards  where  Mr.  Delamere  stood  aoriii 
bis  a^tated  friends,  who  were  disMidsi  I  J 
him  from  persevering  in  his  attenftlow  i  i 
dress  the  crowd.  " 

"You  are  severely  hurt,  8ir!"eicbM 
Gammon,  with  much  agitation,  takiif  d 
his  hat  with  an  air  of  eameat  and  ntfM 
sympathy.  Then  he  tamed  with  as  airtf 
excitement  towards  the  crowd,  who  mad 
shocked  into  silence  by  the  incident  afaii 
had  taken  place,  and  were  uttering  inenaiv 
cries  of  "  shame !  shame  !** 
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igiijtul  to  MdmM  Yoa  kinMelf,  I 
ooDjue  jovL  to  secure  that  abominable  ruf- 
fin,  and  let  him  be  brought  to  Janice !  If 
aoC,  Mr.  'Htnioaee  protests  solemnly  that 
he  will  withdraw  from  the  election.'' 
-  «*BraTo,  Titmoote!  bra?o!  Spoke  like 
»  man  I"  ezolaimed  several  voices.  A'dea- 
perate  struggle  was  soon  perceived  about 
that  quarter  where  the  man  who  flung  the 
stone  must  have  been  standing;  he  had 
been  seised,  and  being  in  a  trice  most  se- 
▼erelj  handled,  a  couple  of  men  almost 
throtUed  him  with  the  tightness  of  their 
gia^  round  his  neck— these  two  the  very 
men  who  had  encoura^ped  him  to  perpetrate 
the  outrage !— 4md,  amidst  a  shower  of  kicks 
and  blows,  he  was  hauled  off,  and  deposited, 
half  dead,  in  the  cage. 

*«  Three  oheers  for  Delamere!"  cried  a 
voice  from  the  crowd;  and  never  had  a 
more  vehement  shout  issued  from  them 
than  in  responsato  that  summons, 

**Delamerei  Delamere !— Hear  him!— 
Speak  ottt!^«DelameTe!"  cried  a  great 
iiiunber  of  voices,  of  people  growing  more 
and  more  excited  as  tbej  beheld  his  hand- 
kerchief becoming  auffused  with  blood. 
But  he  was  not  in  a  condition  then  to  re- 
(ppond  to  their  calL  He  was  auffering 
raally  not  a  little  pain;  and  moreover,  his 
feelings  had  ibr  a  moment— 4ust  for  a  mo- 
ment fpyen  way,  when  he  adverted  to  the 
possibility  that  Lady  De  la  Zouch  mig^t 
Bare  witnessed  the  outrage,  or  receiTod  ezp 
•ggerated  accounts  of  It.  Mr.  St.  Aubyn, 
KowsTer,  stood  forward  in  Mr.  Delamere's 
stead— and  in  a  very  feeling  and  Judicious 
hat  brief  address^  roused  the  feelings  of  the 
crowd  to  a  high  piteh  of  sympathy  for  Mr. 
0elamerB,  who  stood  beside  him,  hat  in 
hand— Tehemently,  and  at  length  sucoess- 
(blly,  struggling  to  repress  his  rising  emo- 
lioas.  If  only  one  out  of  a  hundred  of  those 
present  had  had  a  vote,  this  little  incident 
muj^t  have  changed  the  fate  of  the  election. 

The  returning  officer  then  proceeded  to 
call  for  a  show  of  hands,  on  which  a  very 

Seat  number  were  held  up  in  favour  of 
r.  Tittaumse;  but  when  Mr.  Ddamere's 
jname  was  called,  it  really  seemed  as  if 
avOT  one  present  had  extended  both  his 
hsiws  there  could  be  no  mistake,  no  room 
ior  doubt.  Titmouse  turned  as  pale  as  a 
sheet,  and  gazed  with  an  expression  of  In- 
jdicrous  consternation  at  Gammon,  who  also 
looked,  in  common  indeed  with  his  whole 
fiMriff  not  a  little  disconcerted.  The  re- 
jtmnmng  officer,  having  procuied  nlence, 
declared  that  the  choice  of  the  electora  had 
6Jlen  upon  Mr.  Delameie,  on  which  a 
tremendous  cheering  followed,  which  last- 
f •d  ioT  several  minutes ;  and^  Inckilv  rseol- 
ieeting  the  otter  mdlitj  of  a  show  of  hands 


as  a  test  or  evfdsiiesi;  eidiar'wayi  of  'the  isr 
suit  of  the  electaoo,*  Mr.  GaUMBon  diieoted 
Mudflint  ibrmally  to  demand  a  poll  in  bs- 
hdf  of  Mr.  Titmouse;  oa  which  the  return^ 
ing  officer  announoed  tha^  the  poll  would 
take  place  at  eight  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing: and  thereupon  the  day's  prooeediitfB 
closed.  Mr.  Delamero,  in  a  very  few  words, 
returned  thanks  to  the  electors  for  the  ho- 
nour they  had  conferred  upon  him,  and 
entreated  them  to  go  early  to  the  poll.  He 
and  his  friends  then  left  the  hustings.  His 
procession  quickly  formed ;  his  baiui  struck 
up  with  extraordinary  energy  and  spirit— 
^^Su  the  conqaering  kero  eomes!*^  but  the 
rolling  of  the  drums,  the  elashinff  of  eyas* 
bals,  the  rich  deep  tones  of  the  bassoons, 
trombones,  and  Frent^  horns,  and  clear  and 
lively  tones  of  flute  and  darionette,  were 

auite  overpowered  by  the  aeclamations  of 
ie  crowd  which  attended  them  to  Mr.  P^ 
lamere's  oommittee-roooL 

Sir  Percival  Pickering,  throwing  open 
the  bow-window  of  the  committee^roooif 
addressed  a  word  or  two  to  the  immense 
crowd,  and  then,  having  given  three  lus^ 
cheers,  they  withdrew.  A  fliass  of  weak 
wine  and  water  quickly  refreshed  the  spirits 
of  Mr.  Delamere,  and  a  snrgeon  having 
arrived,  found  it  necessary  only  to  direct 
that  a  little  piece  of  court  [Master  should  be 
applied  to  the  upper  lip»  assuring  him  that 
by  the  mominff  no  disfiguring  traces  of  the 
accidenjt  would  be  visible.  As  for  Mr. 
Crafry,  as  soon  as  he  heard  what  had  taken 
place,  he  ottered,  as  he  felt  bound  to  do,  a  £&w 
casusl  expressions  of  sympatfiy ;  bat  what 
passed  throuffh  his  ihougkUy  as  he  resomod 
his  seat  before  his  papers,  was-*-^*  What 
a  pi^  that  all  tiiose  fellows  had  not  had 
votes,  and  that  the  poll  had  not  commenced 
iruUmter  /"  The  truly  unexpeetea  issue  of 
the  day's  proceedings,  while  it  elevated  the 
spirits  of  all  Mr.  fielamere's  friends,  pro- 
duced only  one  effect  upon  the  impertunu^ 
ble  Mr.  Crafty ;  he  strongly  suspected  that 
the  other  side  would  probably  be  resortiyag 
during  the  night  to  measures  of  a  desperate 
and  unscrupulous  description,  in  oraer  to 
counteract  tne  unfavourable  inrnression  oa)* 
culated  to  b^  effected  by  the  defeat  of  Mr. 
Titmouse  at  the  show  of  hands.  As  fiir 
that  gentleman,  by  the  way,  he  became 
very  insolent  towards  Ganuno^  on  reaehlw 
the  committee-room,  and  protested,  with 
fury  in  his  face,  that  it  had  all  been  bras|^t 
about  by  the  **  cursed  officious  meddling 
with  Mr.  Titmouse's  name  before  the  msb 
afWr  the  stone  had  been  thrown;*'  on  heai- 
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get  drank  if  yon  blioMw,*^  said  C^nm- 
neiiy  bittdrtjr  and  perein|ytoftly;  •^I  shall 
Miniili  here  all  mght  Powerfiil  as  are 
yotir  ener^ea,  they  reqoire  relazation  after 
ihe  Ihtigiiee  of  the  day!'*  and  'with  a  teiy 
dbemve,  b«t  not  Solent  degree  of  force, 
Titmouse  was  ia  a  twinkling  in  the  ooter 
oonmittee-rooni.  Mr.  Gammon  had,  indeed, 
as  mveh  seHoos  work  befinr&  him  that  night 
as  IVf  r.  Crafty,  and  prepared  for  secret  and  ' 
deoisive  aetion  every  whit  as  calndy  and 
effhetfvely  as  he.  Mr.  Crafty'*  arranffe- 
menta  were  admirable.  During  the  day  ne 
h»i  pareelled  out  the  boroagh  mto  a  nnm- 
ber  of 'Small  departments,  each  of  which  he 
oommiUed  to  s^me  steady  and  resolute 
fHend  of  Mr.  Delanere,  who  was  to  look 
after  erery  elector  In  his  division  about 
whom  there  was  tl^d  least  ibar,  in  respect 
either  of  apprehended  violent  abdnetion,  or 
of  treachery*  These  gentlemen  were  to  be 
fsHered  at  intervals;  and  from  one  to  the 
other  of  them,  nerpetaally,  were  the  jiersomil 
agents  <€  CraRy  to  wo  their  rounds,  in  order 
Is  see  that  all  was.  nght,  and  cany  any  in- 
taUicenee  to  head-qaarters. 

T^en  others  were  in^sted  with  the  tick- 
ttih  and  tiresome  duty  of  watohing  the 
movements  of  tfie  enemy  in  quarters  where 
Crafty  had  sure  inibrmatiott  of  intended 
operations  during  the  night.  Complete  ar- 
Tangeraents  had  neen  made«  also,  for  bring- 
ing  up  Toters  to  the  poll  at  tile  exact  times, 
vm:  m  the  numbers^  and  in  tfie  manner, 
which  might  on  the  morrow  bo  dbtermrned 
on  by  ^u*.  Crafty.  Nam^'were  noted 
down  of  those  to  whom  the  bribery  oath 
was  to  be  administered.  Prudent  as  were 
these  precautions,  they  did  not  ehtirery  pre- 
vent tne  mischief  ajfainst  which  they  were 
lerelled.  As  ^  ni^t  wore  on,  evidence 
was,  from  time  to  tnne  brought  in  to  Mr. 
Crafly  that  the  enemy  were  at  work— at 
^eir  expected  tricks. 

« Jacob  Joliife  is  missmg,  Wifb  mw 
Ae  knows  nothing  about  hti^.    Enquire, 

«*8end  ai  lemt  a^mti^of  men  to  watch 
'Peter  Jiergins,  or  hVtt  be  out  of  the  way 
wiien  he*s  wanted." 

^  Haste— haste.  0.  Atkina  and  Adam 
Hutlon,  botl^  safb  ten  minutea  ago,  are  off; 
enticed  out  into  a  p08tK;haise^-^ne  towards 
York.— (H«^f  past  eleven.**)^ 

•<Send  some  one  to  the  Jolly  fifcoba  to 
'imrfeh  the  treating  going  on.-— JsMf  ^mpor- 
tenl.    Mr.  Titmouse  has  been  there,  and 
Arvmk  a  glass  of  rum  with  tiMmi.'* 

?liieii  more  mysteiionw  missives  made 
their  ^ppeannce  from  Mr.  Crafty*s  own 
niiiif  Hars. 


Qoafait  Cteb   itfll  k6lda 

o»dock.") 

«Q.  c.  G.  ?r.~f  p.  !.••— Ct.«.  «ni 

Qaaiat-Club  are  going  ^orong. — Hafffsff 
one  o'clock.)    .      ^^ 
"  S.  B.;  6.  O.  IMP 

KH.  i  to  2.** — I.  f .  *•  I  have  aeea 
ion  offera  ten  pounds,  in  additioB  ti 
the  ten  pounds  already  given. — They  hM- 
tate.— A  quarter  to  two  o'clock.*) 

^     ^  &  B.  &  M.  w.  B.  a 


1  have  seen  Braa 
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Q.  C.  13— 3.*^— 1.  e.  "Three  of  onrpeopb 
have  Just  overheard  and  teen  Bloodsuekmi 
Mudflint,  witii  Bran,  offering  the  QuabI 
Club  fwehe  pounds. — Three  ^c^ock.**) 

"Q.C.G.R.w.F.AC.T.Ty.lf:&Z 
— i.^^i.  e.  *«The  Quaint  Clnb  are  gettny 
restive  vritii  vou,  and  ccmAnf^  to  tenns  win 
Titmouse.  Vou  must  stir  instantly.— Fo« 
o'clock.") 

**AA  Wf^  ^^  ™'  *•** — 'TTiew  tBJ«l»' 
rious  s^n^bols  caused  Mr.  Craf^  instmf 
to  bestir  himself.  He  ehanged  coloora 
lUikf  and  went  fnto  tiie  adjoining 
The  meaning  of  the  eommonieatioa 
Oretd  ioneer  to  both  pariieo. 

In  the  aojofqing  room,  where 
were  burning  down  in  their  very  sofba^ 
and  tiie  fire  neariy  out,  were  some  fan  9 
fire  trustv  fHends  of  Mr.  PdanHJc  fH 
tiemen  who  had  placed  tiremsdves  eDimly 
at  Mr.  Crafty's  service  thrY>nghont  thed^ 
When  he  entered,  they*  were  all  naij 
asleep,  or  at  least  dozing.— -Be^ronfaigtat 
of  them  into  his  own  room,  he  instracfei  4ll 
of  them  to  m  and  plant  kimaelf  openljiSi 
conspicuously  aa  possible^  near  tiie  docrtf 
Mr.  Titmouse's  comnuttee^room,  so  as  SBt 
to  fhfl  of  bel^  recognised  by  any  one  leavfaf 
or  entering  it,  as  a  well-kiiown  fnead  «f 
Bfr.  Delamere's;  in  fact,  they  were  to  ^ 
cover  that   their  motiona  were  walehel 
The  other  he  instructed  to  act  sirallariy  «|^ 
posite  tile  door  of  a  small  house,  in  a  aanov 
court— the  residence,  in  fiitct,  of  Ben  Jhm, 
where  all  the  night's  negotiaitiovB  wilhte 
Quaint  Club  had  been  carried  on.    Ina^ 
diately  aflerwards  Mr.  Crafly  fbK  k  Ml 
duty,  as  between  man  and  fnan,  to  wan 
Ms  opponent  of  the  mortal  peri!  in  wkkl 
he  was  placed;  and  fbnnd  mean»to  conny 
the  following  note  inta  Uie  eommitlefrfiNa 
v^here  Mr.  Gammon  and  one  or  two  oifcM 
were  sitting: 

"Take  caret!  Yon  are  dMSivedT  W 
trayed !  Q.  C.  ia  sold  ent  and  out  t»  Ai 
Bius  f  I  And  part  of  the  bargain,  tint  E  % 
shi^ll  betray  you  into  bribery  tn  tiieiwiSMM 
W^iK:vA«ses— no^  one  man  of  tfaeeMn^; 


vt^n^^hAW^w 


"i 


r 


TEN  THOUaANO  A  VSaIL 


«H 


«f  ihmtu  Fntt  m  well-wMini^  (Hend,  bat 
iMMed  to  vote  (agunst  his  eomoienoe) 
Imt  Uie  Bines. 

M  p.  S^— Lord  D.  in  the  town  with  lots 
«li4r  trntdM^huA  daimg  bimoete  ehnplj.^ 
.  While  Mr,  Gammon  wni  hia  eomfMinioBB 
.ireSB  canvaeeing  this  letter,  ia  came  the 
two  gentlemea  who  had  been  waSohed,  in 
(he  way  I  have  itated,  from  Ben  Brands 
house  lo  Mr.  Titmoiiee*a  eommittee^room, 

C6  and  agitated,  with  intelligenoe' of  that 
L  Thooffh  bmaC  Gammon's  Aploor  de- 
Mrted  bis  eneek,  he  affeeted  fo  treat  the 
aiatter  rerw  lightly,  and  laagbed  at  ^e  idea 
of  being  4ielaaed  by  soda  boy's  play.  If 
Losd  De  la  Zooeh  had  hired  Crafty  only  to 


play  tricks  Vtkeihae^he  thhpit  as  weTI  hav^ 
saved  the  troohle  and  expense/  f{ere  a 
slight  bnstle  was  heard  at  the  "door;  and 
ttie  ostler  made  his  appearance,  say  in?  that 
a  man  had  jivBt  givenl^im  what  he  nrodaeed 
to  Mr.  Gammoh;  wiio,  taking  from  thb 
ostler  a  dirty  and  iH-Folded  paper,  read'  as 
follows: 

•*  To  S<juiTe  Titmoas.  you  Are  All^^rong;. 
the  blues  ts  wide  A\^ake  All  Night  and  noi 
all.  Lord  Dillysoush  about  wiUi  One  hun- 
dred Spies;  And  look  Oul  for  traitors  in 
the  Camp.  A  friend  or  Eupmy  aa  you 
Will,  but  loYing  Fair  Play." 

**Pohr'  excudmed  Gammon,  flioghig  h 
on  die  table  contempto^osly. 


CHAPTER  XX 


Now,  I  may  as  well  mention  here,  diat 
albont  nine  o*elock  in  the  OTening,  Mr.  Par- 
kinson brought  to  Crafty  ture  mtelligpnee 
that  m  ?eiy  ^ealovs  a^  inHuential  fellow. 
Who  waa  entirely  in  the  eoniidence  of  the 
•nemyv  had  come  to  him  a  little  while  be- 
Ibr8,and  eandidly  disclosed  the  very  melan- 
ehohr  posttiop  of  his  financial  affairs ;  and 
Mr.  nifcinson  hi^pened  to  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  veriff  the  truth  of  the  man's  state- 
netnt,  that  there  was  a  writ  out^gainst  him 
§oat  dS9M,^nd  unless  he  could  meet  it  he 
would  have  «to  quit  the  county  before  day- 
braak,  and  his  rm.  promising  prospects  in 
httslneos  would-be  utterly  ruined.  Mr. 
Parkinson  happened  to  know  these  mattere 
profeaaionally;  and,  in  short.  Crafty  was 

E'  on  to  undeiatand  that  so  disgusted  was 
.  M'Do'em  with  Whig  principles  (his 
hsexorable  creditor  being  a  Whig)  and  prac- 
tioea  snch  as  the  bribery,  treating,  and  cor- 
niplB>n  at  that  momtait  goin?  on,  that^^his 
conscience  pricked  him— an£— ahem ! — ^^e 
poor  penitent  was  ready  to  make  all  ^e 
amenos  in  his  power  by  discovering  Tillany 
fo  its  intended  yictlms.  Crafty  haying  felt 
the  gronnd  pretty  safe  underneath  him,  took 
opon  ftdmself  to  say,  that  Mr.  M«Do*em 
need  be  under  no  further  apprehension  as 
to  his  pecmiiaty  liabilities;  but,  in  the  mean 
whtle»  he  would  certainly  wish  for  a  little 
iMenee  of  iie  honiflia  of  his  present 
conAueL 

-  Como,'*qtMtk  M^o  ett,  after  recaiing 


a  pregnant  wink  fbm  Mr.  Crafty— •*Be^ 
some  one  whom  you  can  rely  u^on  with  me 
immediatdy,  to  do  as  1  bid  him-^and  Ul 
iiim  tell  you." 

No  -sooner  said  than  done.  A  trusty 
managing  cletk  of  Mr.  Parkinson's  forth- 
with accompanied  M*Do'em  on  a  secret  ex- 
pedition. •  •  •  Theystoo4 
at  a  window,  with  a  broken  pane,  ^was 
a  small  ill-famished  kitchen*  and  In  the 
comer,  close  to  the  fire,  sate  smoking  a 
middle-aged  man,  in  a  paper  cap.  Oppo» 
site  to  him  sate  two  persona,  in  very  earnest 
convereation  with  him.  They  were  Mr. 
Mndflint  and  Mr.  Blood  suck,  Janior. 

•«  Come,  come,  ihaf§  decidedly  unreason- 
able,** quoth  the  former. 

'« No,  Sir,  it  anU.  It  quite  cut  me  to  the 
heart;  t  'sure  you,  sir,  to  see  Master  Delft- 
mere  so  dreadrally  used — my  good  missus, 
that's  in  bed,  says  to  me— says  she" 

*«Bat  what  had  Mr.  Titmouse  to  do  wiUi 
it,  you  know  1"  said  Mudflint,  taking  out 
of  his  pocket  a  bit  of  crumpled  paper,  at 
which  ttie  man  he  addressed  gazed  listless- 
ly, and  exclaimed,  **  Ab,  U  uxmU  <&;"-^» 
He  didn't  desarve  such  treatment,  poo 
young  gentleman."  (Here  Bloodsuck  and 
Mudflint  whispered— and  the  latter,  with  a 
very  bad  grace,  produced  a  second  bit  of 
crumpled  paper.) 
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fihV*  inqiiired  ModiHiit,  Tery  a&xioosly,  and 
somewhat  sollonly. 

**  Vm  a  man  of  ray  word-^no  one  can  say 
I  erer  broke  it  in  earnest;  and  as  for  a 
Straightforward  bit  o*  business  like  this, 
I  say,  I'm  your  man— so  berets  my  hand.^ 

M  Don't  thai  look  rather  like  basineas  t'* 
inqniredM'Do'em,  in  a  whisper,  after  they 
had  lightly  stepped  away«-— ^^Bat  come 
Slong?*  ♦         •         •         •        • 

After  another  similar  scene,  the  two  re- 
turned to  the  Hare  and  Hounds,  and  the 
matter  was  satisfiictorily  settled  between 
CuafW  and  M'Do'em^— <me  hundred  down, 
and  the  rest  on  the  morning  aflerthe  elec- 
tion. He  was  to  poll  for  7V/fiuMi«e,and  that, 
too,  early  in  the  day ;  and  be  as  conspicu- 
ons  and  active  as  possible  in  his  exertions 
in  behdf  of  that  gentieman — to  appear,  in 
short,  one  of  his  most  stanch  and  conndential 
supporters.  Whether  Lord  de  la  Zouch  or 
his  son  would  hsYe  sanctioned  such  con- 
duet  as  this,  had  tney  had  an  inkling  of  it,  I 
leaye  to  the  reader  to  conjecture ;  but  Carfty 
was  easy  about  the  matter — ^*twa8  only  ma- 
meuTring :  and  all  weapons  are  fair  against 
a  buTj^ar  or  highwayman;  all  derices  affainst 
a  swindler.  M'Do'em  ffave  Crafty  a  list  of 
nine  Toters  at  Grilston  who  had  received  five 
pounds  a-pieoe ;  and  enabled  him  to  disco- 
ver a  case  of  wholesale  treating^  brouffht 
home  to  one  of  the  leading  members  of  Mr. 
Titmouse's  committee. 
■  Well,  this  worthy  capped  all  his  honoura- 
ble services,  by  hurrying  in  to  Gammon, 
some  quarter  of  an  hour  after  he  had  re- 
ceived the  second  anonymous  letter,  and 
with  a  perfect  appearance  of  consternation, 
after  earefully  shutting  the  door,  and  eyeing 
the  window,  faltered  that  all  was  going 
wrong-— traitors  were  in  the  camp;— that 
Lord  de  la  Zouch  had  bought  every  man  of 
the  Quaint  Club  two  days  brfore  at  thirty 
pounds  a-head!  half  already  paid  down,  tfaie 
rest  to  be  paid  down  on  the  morning  of  the 
JVteenth  aay  trfler  Parliament  htiui  me^— 
(M'Do'em  said  he  did  not  know  what  that 
meant ;  but  Gammon  was  more  influenced 
and  alarmed  by  it  than  any  thing  else  that 
had  happened ;)  that  Ben  bran  wa$  playing 
falut  havini;  received  a  large  sum — though 
how  much  M'Do'em  had  not  yet  learned-^ 
as  head-money  from  Lord  de  la  Zouch ;  and 
that,  if  one  single  farthing  were  after  that 
moment  paid  or  promised  to  any  single 
.member  of  the  club,  either  by  Mr.  TiV- 
mouse,  or  any  one  on  his  behalf,  they  were 
all  delivered,  bound  hand  and  foot,  into  the 
power  of  Lord  de  la  Zouch,  and  at  his  mer- 
cy.   Tliat  so  daring  and  artful  w^ls  Lord  de 


Moreover,  he  knew  m  ffli]ow< 
would,  despite  all  his  pronaiMa  totlwUbtnl 
candidate,  poll  for  Deiamere :  bvl  nolhiB| 
should  induce  him-^^^Do'eDs^-lo  disdost 
the  name  of  that  penon,  on  aoeonsl  cf  tki 
peculiar  way  in  which  ho  M^Po'em  had 
come  to  know  tiie  fiict.  On  hearing  aU  IImi, 
Gammon  ealmy  made  up  him  waM  U»  Ihi 
worst ;  and  immediately  reaolved  to  dots 
all  further  negotiation  with  the  QnaiBtClab. 
To  have  aeted  otherwiMf  woald  have  htm 
mere  madness,  and  eovvting  destmetioa. 
The  more  he  reflected  on  the  exotbitant  ^ 
mand  of  the  Quaint  Club— and  so  sudM^ 
exorbitant,  and  enforced  by  siicli  aninsoleii  I 
sort  of  quiet  pertinacity,  tho  more  he  sawn 
corroborate--had  that  occurred  to  him  si 
necessary — the  alarming  intelligenos  of 
M'Do'em. 

Mr.  Gammon  concealed  much  of  hif 
emotion ;  but  he  ground  his  teeth  togethtr 
with  the  efibrt.  Towards  six  o'clock,  then 
was  a  room  full  of  the  friends  uod  ageali 
of  Titmouse;  to  whom  Gammon,  daqsn 
all  that  had  happened,  and  whidi  wai 
known  to  only  four  or  five  of  those  preseat, 
save  a  highly  encouraging  account  of  iIn 
day's  prospects,  but  impressed  upon  thai 
alf,  with  infinite  energv,  the  necessity  ftr 
caution  and  activity.  A  ffieat  «S<nt  wai  to 
be  made  to  head  the  poll  from  the  fiist.  is 
order  at  once  to  do  away  witii  the  orcd^ 
of  the  show  of  hands;  and  the  ^^fnendsof 
Mr.  Titmouse,"  (i.  e.the  ten  poands'wndi 
of  mob,^  were  to  be  in  attendance  round  lb 
polling-booth  at  ^ven  o'clock,  an^  icmni 
there  uie  rest  of  the  day,  in  order,  by  thni 
presence,  to  encourage  and  protect  (I)  &• 
voters  of  Mr.  Titmouse.  This  and  ads  a 
two  other  matters,  having  bdta  thus  » 
ranged,  Mr.  Gammcm,  who  was  conpletrif 
exhausted  with  his  long  labour,  retired  t»s 
bed-room,  and  directed  that  he  shoold  with* 
out  fail  be  called  in  one  hoar's  ttwH*  is 
he  threw  himself  on  the  bed,  with  Ui 
clothes  on,  and  extinguished  the  candle,  In 
had  at  least  the  cons(dation  of  reflectii^ 
that  nine  of  the  enemy 'a  voters  wen  safe^ 
stowed  away,  (as  he  imagined,)  and  tksi 
seven  or  eight  of  the  oceemfrks,  pledged  U 
Mr.  Deiamere,  had  pmmisod  to  rfirifsniihr 
the  matter. 

If  Gammon  had  taken  the  precautioB  of 
packing  the  front  of  the  polling-booth  iaikf 
way  I  have  mentioned,  Mr.^afty  had  sot 
overlooked  theneceasi^  of  secaringeflie^i* 
protection  for  his  voters ;  and  between  se- 
ven and  eight  o'clock  no  fewer  than  bs> 
tween  four  and  five  hundred  atovt  yeosMV 
tenants  of  Lord  de  la  Zooch  and  oth«s«f 


ia  Zonehf  that  his  agents  had  aUempVe^  \a V^^  vQxt^>^xi^\Tv%  \tf:kV)\\vt7i  ^nd  ^ntrr,  a 
fimper  with  even  KiM,M*Do'em\  Wl  %oaa\^«a  "«Vvw^Tw»fcfe\Tk  ^%  ^Ks«^^^sjs.^M 
to  nffoti  uim  not  the  least  hoUoI  iii«iu\vA  ^i«sB«^^t(^  *>»^«^  ^^  t^ 
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rvowd;  many  of  IliMi)  howsver,  t^ 
iugf  at  large,  at  the  command  of  Mr. 
inere*8  committee,  in  order,  when  ne> 
ry,  to  aeeitTe  sal^  access  to  the  poll  for 

who  mi^t  xeqoirs  such  assistance. 
18  ttrongly  m^ged  npon  Mr.  Ozafty  to 
'  up  a  strong  body  of  voters  at  the  com- 
ement,  in  order  to  bead  the  polling  at 
nd  of  tiie  firsif  boor, 
^ot  the  least  occasion  for  it,^*  said 
y,  quietly—**!  don*t  care  a  straw  for 
i  a  small  borough  noend  canbe  gained, 
» the  Toters  are  so  few  in  nnm&r  that 

man^s  yote  b  seenred  long  before- 

to  a  dead  certainty.  TlMre's  no 
'^  to  be  eained  or  snppoited.  No. 
^^pjlntin  the  diMant  and  moat  mi- 
n  Totere— the  timid,  the  feeble,  the 
ring;  secure  them  eariy  while  yon 
dme  and  opportunity.  Ag]un,  for  the 
Bw  hours  poll  languidly ;  it  may  ren* 
e  enemy  over  easT*  Yon  may  perhaps 
a  sham  nisA  of  about  twenty  or  thiity 
ten  twelve  and  on^  o'clock,  to  give  them 
lea  that  yon  are  doing  your  very  best 
&II  off,  poll  a  man  now  and  then  only, 
lee  what  fAejf  will  do,  how  iA^  are 
Iff  off  their  men.  If  you  can  nang 
oil  late  in  the  day,  then  diieet,  very 
ly  and  cautionsly,  the  bribery  oath 
le  anestions  to  be  put  to  each  of  their 
s  tiiey  come  np ;  and,  while  you  are 
licking  their  men  off,  pour  in  your  own 
they  are  aware  of  your  game,  and  the 
for  closing  the  poll  nuw  perhaps  ai^ 
'htle  some  dozen  or  so  oftheir  men  are 
ed.  But  above  all,  gentlemen,**  said 
r,  ^  every  one  to  bis  own  work  only, 
ihing  at  a  time  throughout  the  day, 

is  quite  long  enough  tor  all  you  have 
Don't  try  to  bnne  up  several  at 
if  you  have  one  ready,  take  him  op 
eand  have  done  with  him.  Don't  give 
(Ives  the  least  concern  about  ascer- 
^  the  numbeie  that  have  polled,  but 
Dose  that  have yttto  ht  polled :  the 
1 1  will  look  after.  Let  those  stand 
t  tiie  check-clerks,  who  are  best  ac- 
ed  with  the  names,  persons,  and  cir- 
uices  of  the  voters  who  come  up,  and 
tect  imposture  of  any  sort  befbre  the 
I  recorded  and  the  nmehirfdone.  The 
Irel  may  be  thus  easily  /etpt  off  the 
x>ks,  whom  it  may  cost  you  a  thou- 
)ounds  hereafter  to  attempt  to  remove. 


1.' 


I  day  was  bripht  And  frosty;  and 
before  eight  o'clock  tftie  little  town 

II  alive  with  music,  flags,  cheering, 
owda  passing  to  and  fro.  The  pofl-^ 
oth  was  exceedingly  commodious 
rell  eonatructedf  with  a  view  to  the 
ipid 


ten.  By  eight  o'clock  tfMre  wero  more 
than  a  thousand  persons  ooUeeted  befoie 
the  booth;  and,  significant  evidence  of  th^ 
trensient  nature  6£  yesterday's  exoitemeBl, 
the  yellow  colours  appeared  as  five  to  one. 
Just  before  eiglit  o'clock  up  drove  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse in  a  dog-cart,  from  which  he  jumped 
out  amidst  the  cheen  of  almost  all  nresent^ 
and  sk»ped  on  to  the  bench  behind  msowa 
check-cleik,  with  the  intention  of  remain* 
ing  there  all  day  to  aduiewledge  the  votsil 
given  for  him.  But  Mr.  Delamere,  with  a 
just  delicacy  and  pride,  avoided  making  hft 
appearance  either  at  or  near  the  booth,  at 
all  events  till  the  voting  was  over.  The 
fiist  vote  given  was  that  of  Obadiah  Hdt, 
the  gigaatio  landlord  of  the  Haie  and 
Hounds,  and  for  Mr.  Delamere,  the  event 
being  announced  by  a  tremendo«s  groan) 
but  no  one  ventured  any  personal  indvility 
to  the  laughinff  giant  that  passed  tluNm^ 
them.  A  loud  cheer,  as  well  ae  e  sudden 
bobbing  of  the  head  on  the  part  of  Tftmonse^ 
announced  that  the  second  vote  had  been 
recorded  fer  him;  mid,  Indeed,  during  th^ 
next  twenty  minutes  he  polled  fifteen  fee 
Delamere's  eight  At  tdnc  o'clock  tiie  poll 
stood  thna— 


Titmouse, 
Delamere,    ' 

Majovi^t    - 


31 
18 

ii 


Steadily  adhering  to  Mr.  Crafty^  tyrtenu 
at  ten  o'cl  ock  the  poll  stood— 
THmouse,      •       •       •       •       5S 
Delamers,  '       *       #       * 


Majori^,    • 

- 

94 

At  eleven  o'clock*- 
Titmouse, 
Delamere, 

^ 

^ 

•       89 

•    41 

Majority^    • 

48 

At  Hoehte  o'dodt— 
Titmouse, 
Delamere, 

^ 

^ 

84 
.    60 

Ma|ority,    • 

-       34 

At  one  o'clock-^ 
Titmouse, 
Delamere, 

• 

m 

-      188 

-    84 

Majority,    • 

• 

- 

46 

At  this  point  they  remained  siationarf 
for  aomft  tiiiift\  Wx  \^«tt«tfe\»ii  'V^^Sl 
all  \dB  wont  vtrt»,TvVK«i«i%i^c«tf«xi^N» 


ciea,  wim  a  view  u>  ine  iUimatoomvQtea)  v\in«w»»  ^w»j« 
and  departure  of  <he  yo- 1  beift.  TteWttetVitt^nVBAtfe^^tM^n 


\ 
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lapoff  in  r9Mn«,  in4ep6i9deiit]y  of  th^ 
Qaaint  CUib^  and  tlia  still  neutral  iweni^ 
l^ecessibles;  while  Delamere  had  yet»  pro- 
Tided  bis  promises  stood  firoif  and  none  of 
hiB  men  were  boeuased  or  kidnapped*  fi^i^y- 
£▼6  ^[opd  men  and  true^*«nd  some  faint 
^pes»  also,  of  tbe  aforesaid  twenty  accessi- 
kles«  For  a  K|uarter  pf  an  hour*  i»ot  one  man 
irame  np  for  either  parW ;  but  at  length  two 
i>f  Delain^e^s  leading  friends  came  up,  with 
fyee$  fgjl  of  anxiety*  and  recorded  their 
votai  for  Delamere*  amidst  |oud  laughter. 
About  half-past  one  o'clock«  a  prodigious-*- 
imd  I  protest  that  it  was  both  to  I^rd  De 
Ig  ^uph  and  Mr.  Delamere  a  totally  uneK- 
pected-urush  vasf  made  on  behalf  oC  Dels* 
mere,  eonsistini^  of  the  twenty  aeumbluj 
who,  in  the  midst  oif  yelling*  ^d  biasings 
pnd  yioleni  abuse*  voted  one  after  another 
for  Delamsre*  Whether  or  not  a  strong 
pressure  had  been  resort  to  by  some  awal* 
ous  and  powerful  gentlemen  in  their  neigh* 
bourhood,  but  entirely  independent  of  Sir, 
][>elameff ,  I  kn^w  not ;  but  the  fbet  was  as 
I  have  slated.  AX  imo  p'eloek  the  poil 
stood  thos-f- 


Titmouse* 
Delameie* 

Majority*    • 


145 
-  134 


Thus  Titmouse  had  then  polled  if  ithin 
one  of  his, positive  reserve*  and  yet  was 
cpiiy  elevefi  above  Delamere*  who  had  still 
fiAoen'  men  tacame  up ! 

**  Whern  is  the  Quaint  Club  t**  began  to 
beoQore  and  more  frequently  and  earnestly 
asked  among*the  crowd :  but  no  one  could 
give  a  satistactory  answei ;  and  more  than 
one  conjecture  was  hazarded,  as  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  their  coming  up  under  hiue  co- 
louia.  'Q^U'-viherewtretUey?  Watching 
ther  state  of  the  poll,  and  und^  marchmg 
orders  for  the  moment  when  the  enemy 
aheuld  be  at  its.  extremity  !  JBetween  two 
oVlock  and  a  quarter  past,  not  one  vote  was 
polled  on  either  side ;  and  the  crowd,  wea* 
ried  with  their  long  labours  of  )iissing,  and 
sheuting,  locked  dispirited*  listless, exhaost- 
ed..  By-and-by  Mr.  Gammon,  and  Messrs. 
Bloodsuck*  (senior  and  junior,)  Miidfiint, 
Centipede,  Ginblossom,  Goin^  Gone,  and 
others,  made  their  appearance  in  the  booth, 
arovnd  Titmouse.  They  all  looked  sour, 
and  depiessed,  and  fatigued.  Their  faces 
were  indeed  enough  to  sadden  and  silence  the 
erowd.  Were  Mr.  Titmouse^s  forces  ex- 
hausted t—"  Where's  the  Quaint  Club!" 
jnaiad  out  t  mmi  la  tibe  ciovrd^tiddteaein^ 


•fotfuqfpst^  i  h«t1i9  bad  anatfiii;  lovfci 

bad  teceived  information  that  withiaa  ilMil 
time  Dr«  Tatham*  and  also  fourtaea  of  4i 
Yattoa  taDantrTi  wera  romiag  ap  te  ibi 
poll. 

Mr*  Gammom  aocordl^ly,  had  aotstooi 
there  more  than  4ve  minutea*  befom  asa^ 
den  hissing  and  groaaijsg  aonouneed  tbi 
approach  of  a  blu»— ia  fact,  it  proved  to  W 
litti^B  Dr,  Taiham,  wb«  had  been  prercalH 
from  earlier  ooming  up,  through  atleadlan 
on  one  or  two  sick  parishioners.  It  cost  tbi 
quiet  stout-hearted  old  maa  bo  little  efibiv 
and  oeoasioned  him  a  little  diacompossii, 
elbowed,  and  jolted*  and  iaauHed  as  hewn; 
but  at  knffth  there  he  stood  before  the  po& 
clerks*— who  did  aot  require  to  ask  bim  ks 
name  or  residence.  CSanuaoo  gaxed  at  \m 
with  folded  arms,  and  a  stem  and  mi 
countenance.  Presently,  inclining  sliglutj 
towards  Mudflint,  ha  aeemed  to  whi^  a 
that  gentleman's  ear;  and  *'  rVdmintiirr 
the  bribery  oath,"  said  he  to  the  mtua^i 
officer,  eagerly. 

**Sir!"  exclaimed  that  functionary  ni 
low  tone*  with  amaaement— .^^  Tlie  brilMif 
oath !  To  Dr.  Talfaam  I  Aro  joa  is  » 
aast?" 

''Do  yonr  duty* air V '  replied  Madfg^ 
in  a  bitter  insulting  tone. 

<«  J  regret  to  say,  sir,  that  I  am  reaMl 
to  administer  the  bribery  oath  to  yoa,"«ii 
the  returning  officer. 

''What]  What!  The  bdheiy  oiAl 
To  meV^  inquired  Dr.  Tatharo,  giriifa 
sudden  start*  and  fluahififf  violently:  H 
which  stringent  evidence  ofhis  gmlt— 

"Ahi  ha  ."'cried  those  of  the  cravi 
nearest  to  him— -"Come,  old  gantknial 
Thou  must  bolt  it  now  I" 

"  Is  it  pretended  to  be  believed,"  fidiv* 
ed  Dr.  Tatham,  with  visible  emotioa- 
"  that  lam  hribtdP'  But  at  thai  mooaK 
his  eye  happened  to  light  upon  the  exaJUH 
countenance  of  the  "  Bfiverend"  Mr.  Ma( 
flint.  It  calmed  him.  Kemovinff  bit  ^ 
he  took  the  Testament  into  ois  bni* 
while  the  crowd  ceased  hooting  for  a  bp* 
ment,  in  order  to  bear  the  oath  read;  idl 
with  dignitv  he  endured  the  indignity.  Hi 
then  recorded  his  vote  for  Mr.  OeUnen; 
and  aiVr  fixing  a  sorrowful  and  surprisii 
eye  on  Mr.  Gammon,  who  stood  with  Ui 
hat  slouched  a  good  deal  over  his  face,  aai 
looking  in  another  direction^  withdrea* 
and  as  he  turned  his  mild  and  veneiablt 
(ace  towards  the  crowd,  the  hissing  salb* 
sided. 

Shortly  afterwards  came  up,  amidst  fM 
uproar,  several  of  the  tenantry  of  Mi.  «b 


Ur.  Garoariont  who  smiled  ior«icKedl^  VtiWo\i«»— ^^^  ^c^oDLVonkiiou^aaif  t^ 
liiJ«!Q3e.     The  reason  of  h\»ap^fteaivn%\h«a\wim^\i^^Y^v%Ki^^  1 

U.  (be  |H>Uiag-boo^  wa»  c^riw^l  ^  ^jiMa\\sM«ax  V»^  wsass^'^axi.  nr,  «!^a|la>i^ 
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^dmiiYe  fhuxskite  in  A  lre«  country.    Gtm- 
AOQ  coloured  a  litUe,  took  out  his  pooket- 
book  and  peociU  &Qd  fixing  on  the  first  of 
Ihe  tenantry,  Mark  Hackett,  the  eye  ae  it 
vere  of  a  suddenljr-revi^ed  serpent,  wrote 
down  his  name  in  silence— biit  what  an  es- 
pxessioQ  was  in  his  faoe!    Thus  he  aeted 
i    towards  every  ana  of  those  unliappy  and 
i    doomed    persons;  leplaclng  his  pocket- 
hook  whence  he  had  taken  it,  as  soon  as 
i    the  1^  of  the  little  body  had  polled.    It 
was  now  a  quarter  to  three  o*dock,  (the 
poll  closing  finally  ^Sfomr^)  and  thus  stood 
the  nuabers  :— 


Delivnere, 
TitBftouse, 

Ms^ority,    - 


149 
-  146 


On  these  fignres  being  exhibited  by  an 
iger  nember  of  Mr.  Delamere*s  cofnmit- 
tee,  there  arose  a  tremendous  uproar  among 
the  crowd,  and  cnes  of  ^« Tear  it  down! 
Tear  it  down!    Ah!    Bribery  and  oorrup- 
tlon !    Three  groans  for  Oelanere !  O— h ! 
i>  ■    'h!  o        h !''  Matters  seemed,  indeed, 
getting  desperate  with  the  crowd ;  yet  they 
•eemed  to  feel  a  sort  of  comfort  in  gatiog  at 
the  stern,  determined,  yet  chagrin^  coun- 
tenance of  the  ruling  spirit  of  the  day,  M% 
Gammon.    He  was  a  *^deep  hand,'*— he 
kaew  \i\B  game;  and,  d^>end  upon  it,  he 
was  only  waiting  till  the  enemy  was  dean 
done,  and  then  he  would  pour  in  the  Quaint 
^ub,  and  crush   them   for  ever.    Thus 
thought  hundreds  in  the  crowd.    Not  a 
vote  was  ofiered  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour; 
fnd  the  poll  derks,  with  their  pens  behind 
their  ears,  employed  the  interval  in  munch* 
tnff  sandwiches,  and  drinking  sherry  out  of 
a  olack   bottle— the  crowd  cutting  many 
Jokes  npon  them  while  thus  pleasantly  en- 
gaged.   Symptoms  were  soon  visible,  in 
Uae  increasing  proportion  of  bhie  rosettes  in 
and  about  the  crowd,  that  this  promising 
Mi^  of  things  was  reviving  the  hopes  of 
Mr.  Delamere's  party,  while  it  as  plainly 
depressed   those   in  die   yellow  interest. 
Hot  for  one  moment,  during  the  whole  of 
lh»t  close  and  exciting  contest,  had  Mr. 
Crafty  quitted  his  little  inner  apartment, 
where  he  had  planned  the  battle,  and  eon- 
ilncted  it  to  its  present  point  of  success. 

Nor  had  his  phlegmatic  temperament 
ffofiered  the  least  excitement  or  disturbance ; 
cold  as  ice  though  his  heart  might  be,  bis 
haad  was  ever  clear  as  crystal.  Certainly 
liis*  strategy  had  been  admirable.  Vigilant, 
ciicuraepect,  equal  te  every  emergency,  he 
hftd  brought  up  his  forces  in  perfect  order 
lltfonghout  the  dtLv;  the  enemy  had  not 
eaagbt  the  least  nmUing  of  his  real  game. 

8i2 


By  his  inefeeaot,  faigenious,  and  syf  ma- 
nflBuvrio^,  he  hiid  kept  that  dreaded  body, 
the  Quaint  Club,  in  play  up  to  the  a4vanoed 
period  of  the  day— -in  a  state  of  exquisite 
embarrassment  and  irresolution,  balanctiu 
between  hopes  and  fears;  and  he  iiad, 
moreover,  rendered  a  temporary  reverse  on 
the  field  upon  which  he  then  fought,  of  little 
real  importance,  by  reason  of  the  measures 
he  had  taken  to  cut  off  the  enemy  entirely 
in  their  very  M^t  move.  He  was  now  left 
entirely  alone  in  his  little  room,  standing 
quietly  before  the  fire  with  his  hands  be- 
hind him,  with  real  composure,  feeling  that 
he  had  done  his  duty,  and  awaiting  the  issiie 
patiently.  The  hustings,  all  this  while,  ex- 
hibited an  exciting  spectacle.  Another 
quarter  of  an  hour  had  elapsed  without  a 
single  vote  being  added  to  the  poll.  The 
crowd  was  very  great,  and  evidently  expe- 
riencing no  litUe  of  the  agitation  and  sus- 
pense experienced  by  those  within  the  .booth 
—^except  Mr.  Titmouse,  whose  frequent 
potations  of  brandv  and  water  during  the 
day,  had  compoeed  him  at  len^  to  sleep 
— es  he  leaned,  absoluttfly  snoiing,  against 
the  corner  of  the  booth,  out  of  nght  of  the 
crowd.)  The  poll  clerks  were  laughing  and 
talking  unoonoemedly  together.  The  Imding 
Blues  mastered  strongly  in  their  part  of  the 
booth;  elated,  andoSi>tedly,  but  with  the 
feelings  of  msn  who  have  desperately 
fought  their  way,  inch  by  inch,  sword  to 
sword,  bayonet  to  bayeoet,  up  to  a  point 
where  they  expect,  nevertheless,  momen- 
tarily to  be  blown  into  the  air.  What  eouid 
have  become  of  the  Quaint  Club  >  thought 
they  also,  with  silent  astonishment  and 
apprehension.  Grammon  continued  stand 
ing,  motionless  and  silent,  with  folded  . 
arms— -his  dark  surtout  buttoned  carelessly 
at  the  top,  and  his  hat  slouched  over  hie 
eyes,  as  if  he  sought  to  conceal  their  rest* 
lessness  and  agitation.  Excitement— in- 
tense anxiety— phyeical  exhaustion— were 
visible  in  his  countenance.  He  seemed  in- 
disposed to  speak,  even  in  answer  to  any 
one  who  addressed  him. 

**  0  cursed  Quaint  Club !  O  cursed  Craf- 
ty! I  am  beaten — beaten  hollow— ridici^ 
lonsly.  How  the  miscreants  have  bubbled 
me!  Crafty  can  now  do  without  them,  and 
won't  endanger  the  election  by  polling  them! 
We  are  mined !  And  what  will  be  said  at 
head-quarters,  aftsr  what  I  have  led  them  to 
believe— bah  !"-^he  almost  stamped  with 
the  vehemence  of  his  emotions.  ^*  ThereV 
certainly  yet  a  resource;  nay,  but  that  also 
is  too  late— <a  rto(— a  nod,  a  breath  of  mine 
-—those  fine  fellows  there— down  with  hasA.« 
ings— poU-W>V%  ^«iattQi|«^«  '^^^xftN'VwS^ 
not  Vo  be  \)hoKU|fdX  fAr-Waife  >ixos?%  ^ipxA^j^*       i 
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the  poll  olomg  at  font.  **lt*8  passing 
•trange  !**  thought  Gammon,  as  be  looked 
at  his  watch ;  **  what  can  be  in  the  wind  t 
Not  a  man  of  them  come  up !  Perhaps, 
after  all.  Lord  De  la  Zoooh  may  not  haye 
come  np  to  their  mark,  and  may  now  be 
merely  standing  on  the  chance  of  our  being 
unable  to  come  to  terms  with  them.  Bat 
what  can  I  do,  without  certain  destruction, 
after  what  I  have  heard  t  It  will  be  simply 
jumping  down  into  the  pit." 

A  thouffht  struck  him ;  and  with  forced 
calmness  ne  slipped  away  from  the  polling- 
booth,  and,  with  an  aflSMtatiun  of  indiffer- 
ence, made  his  waj  to  a  house  where  a 
trusty  emissary  awaited  his  orders^  Twas 
a  Gnlston  man,  a  yellow  roter,  as  much  at 
Gammon's  beck  and  call  as  Ben  Bran  was 
represented  to  be  at  the  command  of  Lord 
De  la  Zoncb.  Gammon  despatched  him  on 
•this  enterprise— to  rush  alarmedly  among 
the  club,  who  knew  him,  but  not  his  dera- 
tion to  Gammon— to  tell  them  that  he  had 
iost  discovered,  by  mere  accident,  thefirigrht- 
ral  danger  in  which  the^  were  placed,  owing 
to  Mr.  Gammon's  beinff  enraged  against 
them  on  account  of  their  last  proposal — that 
he  had  now  made  up  his  mind  to  the  loss  of 
the  election,  and  also  to  commence  prosecu- 
tion for  bribery  andnst  SYerj  aingle  mem- 
ber of  the  dub;  &r  that,  baring  eariy  sus- 
pected foul  play,  he  was  in  a  position  ^*  to 
naii  every  man  of  them,"  without  fixing 
himself  on  Mr.  Titmouse.  If  he  suoceefied 
thus  far— viz.,  in  alarming  ^em — ^then,  after 
apparently  dire  perplexity,  he  was  sudden- 
ly to  suggest  one  mode  of  at  once  securing 
tnemselves,  and  foiling  their  bitter  enemTt 
Gammon ;  via.,  hasten  up  to  the  poll  with- 
out a  word  to  any  one,  and  by  placing  Tit- 
mouse at  the  lop  of  the  poll,  «Miroy  Gom' 
inen'f  motive  for  tommeneinj^  kU  pindietive 
proeeedingi,  and  so  take  him  in  his  own 
trap. 

Gammon  then  returned  to  the  polling- 
beoth,  (having  named  the  signal  by  which 
he  was  to  be  apprised  of  success,)  and  re- 
sinned his  former  position;  without  giving  to 
any  one  near  him  tlie  slightest  intimation 
cf  what  he  had  been  doing.  If  he  ima^ned 
that  any  movemum  of  m«,  at  so  critical  a 
moment,  had  not  been  watched,  he  was 
grievously  mistaken.  Hiere  were  three 
persons  whose  sole  business  it  had  been, 
during  tho  whole  of  that  day,  to  keep  al3rnx 
eye  upon  his  every  movement,  especially  as 
connected  with  the  Quaint  Club.  But  the 
eunning  emi^fsary  was  equal  to  the  emer- 
fpency;  and  having  (unseen)  reconnoitred 
t/i«>  street  for  a  few  moments,  he  imagined 


bacMC  window,  got  d<ywii  nm  er  ifi 
yards,  and  so  across  m  small  hidte 
which  enabled  him  to  slip,  vapism 
into  the  backHroom  of  the  noise  be  w 

"Ben!  Ben !"  he  gasped,  with  a 
consternation. 

**  Hallo,  man !  what  is'tl"  qaoA 

**  Done !  evenr  man  of  yea  soU 
Crsmmon  turned  taU  on  yon.  Jastb 
ed  to  hear  him  swear  a  solema  f 
Mr.  Mudflint,  that  before  four-an^ 
hours"    ♦     •     • 

"  Lord !— >yoa,  did  yoa  reafly  f 

^  So  help  me !**  exckainied  A 

aghast. 

'<What*s  to  be  donel**  oooth  B 
perspiration  bursting  out  all  over  bi 
neaa.  **We*ve  been  made  the  ei 
fools  of  by  some  one.  ^  Hang  me  if 
the  old  beast  at  Fothmngham,  or  the 
cub  either,  has  ever  meant"— ^ 

*«What  signifies  it?  It's  aO  b 
now." 

**  Is'nt  there  any  waj— eh  1  To  I 
I  own  I  thought  we  were  pitched  a  I 
high  with  Mr.  Gam** 

**But  he  has  yoa  ftotir,  vdiougb 

incamata 

tfathoui 

his  punli 

tell  yon  koi 


you'll  find  he's  a  devU 
stop,  I  see' 
suddenly  glanced 
alarmed  mind 


n 


exdatmedBea,! 


*  I'll 
him,  and  save  yourselves  jeL 

'« 0  Lord !— eh  1"  exdaunei 
lessly. 

"  But  are  they  all  together  1" 

<*0h,  ay!  In  five  minutes'  tii 
could  all  be  on  onr  way  to  the  booth 

^*  Then  don't  lose  a  minate— or  ail 
Don't  explain  to  them  the  fix  the 
till  it's  all  over — and  if  ever  you  t 
or  any  one,  the  bit  d  service  I've— 

**  Never,  Thomas,  so  help  me 
quoth  Ben,  grasping  his  compaaioa* 
as  in  a  vice. 

«« Off  all  of  you  to  the  booth,  and  p 
life  and  death,  for  TVimouse.'* 

**What1  Come— come,  Masta 
mas!" 

"  Ay,  ay— you  fool !  I>on'l  vw 
Make  him  win  the  election,  and  tl 
COUTH  Gammon's  no  cause  to  be  st 
he'll  have  got  all  he  wants." 

"My  eyes!"  exclaimed  Ben,  as  I 
denly  perceived  the  stroke  of  pdiej 
snapped  his  finger,  buttoned  his  coa 
ped  out  of  the  nouse— within  a  fe^ 
meats  he  was  in  the  midst  of  the  chil 
were  all  in  a  back  yard,  behind  a  an 
vem  which  they  firequented.  ^  New  I 


a 


he  exclaimed,  with  a  wink  of  his  eye 
he  detected  one,  if  not  \wo  »ig\aa^  W\C\Ti^\\A^>^^^^cr«  <«xAhVae  cidoors  oat 
jilN>ut.     He  therefore  aUpped  wax  oi  a.\ow\\waoiii\  ^R»2aTftt^'^ift>iN»%%ii^T!>cMiti 


TEN  THOUSAND  X  YEJlM. 


iBow:  •omatrieedidmfjronapnienW 

f(  one  nngle  qoeettoa  haTing  bMn  asked 
,  QeOv  in  whom  they  had  perfect  ooofi- 


Bf)t,  to  letam  to  Mr.  Gammon.  It 
a  moment  or  two  oaat  the  half  hoar — 
waa  soaroel  jT  hair  an  hour  more  before 
i#  election  moat  cloee.  The  mch  were 
mUng  aullen.  The  Qaaint  Club  were 
m^  asked  for— now  with  hi8sea«  then 
Hsiicheera. 

All  eyes  were  on  Gammon,  who  felt  that 
;  was  so.    His  face  bore  witness  to  the  in- 
of  his  emotions ;  he  did  not  even  at- 


'loipt  to  disgaise  his  desperate  disappoint- 
JMol.  His  nerves  were  strung  to  their 
Icheat  pitch  of  tension ;  and  his  eyes  glan- 
pa  ineessantly,  but  half-cloeed,  towards  a 
qcner  house  at  a  little  distance :  ah !  it  was 
tAdenly  lit  up,  as  it  were,  with  fire— never 
mm  anch  an  mstantaneous  change  seen  in 
'tipaim's  face  before. 

^  He  had  at  length  caught  the  appointed 

i|^nl;  a  man  appeared  at  a  window,  and 

jmfpd  a  little  stick  through  it.    A  mighty 

"iA  escaped  from  the  pent-up  bosom  of 

JiOimont  and  relieved  hmi  from  a  sense  of 

jITocation.    His  feelings  might  have  been 

'fmpared  to  those  excited  in  our  great  oom^ 

Jpnder^  when  the  Prussians  madel^eirap- 

Miaiice  at  Waterloo.  ^  The  battle  was 

ffa;   defeat  converted  into  triumph;  but 

VMUealy  recollecting  himself— « ware  that 

iwry  muscle  of  his  &ce  was  watched — ^he 

,lAlp8ed  into  his  former  gloom. 

«f  leeently  were  heard  the  approaching 

pmds  of  music— neafer  and  nearer  came 

:||l^olash  of  cymbals,  the  elangonr  of  trom- 

Si»  and  trumpet,  the  roll  of  the  drum  ^— 
the  crowd  turned  their  faces  towards  the 
ymrter  whence  the  sounds  came,  and  with- 
in » lew  seconds^  time  was  seen  turning  the 
r,  fiill  on  its  way  to  the  booth,  the 
of  the  Quaint  Club,  with  yellow  ro- 
streaming  from  the  top  of  each  pole 
•««yellow  ribands  on  every  one*s  breast. 
(v*  nopLc's  CAiTsi  BAn  TaiVMPHcn !  Their 
i|ipreesor8  were  prostrate!  A  wild  and 
ieafening  shout  of  triumph  burst  from  the 
wawd  as  if  they  had  been  one  man ;  and 
ositiiiiied  for  several  minotes  intermingling 
rith  the  inspiriting  sounds  of  the  noble 
Ifu— ^Rttle  Britannia!**  played  by  the  two 
S|iids,  ^that  of  Mr.  Titmouse  having  iip- 
iantly  joined  them.)  On  marched  the 
Ittb^  twe  and  two,  and  arm  in  arm,  with 
pfikd  Step ;  their  faoes  flushed  with  excite- 
nopt  and  exultation— their  hands  vehe- 
{»0iitiy  shaken  by  the  shouting  crowd,  who 
yeaed  a  broad  lane  for  them  up  to  the  poll- 
mg  booth.  Oh,  the  contrast  exhibited  in 
li^  taceB  of  those  Standing  there !  What 
t^9£Mta4  tfloomt  what  riwid  TexattOBt  rigid 


despair,  on  the  one  hand— #hat  signs  e£ 
frantic  excitement,  joy,  and  triumph  on  the 
other !  ^  Titmouse  !*'  cried  the  first  member 
of  the  club,  as  he  gave  his  vote;  *^ Tit- 
mouse T'  cried  the  second;  '^Tttmouse^** 
cried  the  third;  'STItmouse !'*  cried  the 
fourth.  The  battle  was  won.  Mr.  Tit-^ 
mouse  was  in  a  majority,  which  went  on 
increasing  every  minute  amidst  tremendoas 
cheering, 

Mr.  Gammon's  iace  and  figure  would  aS 
that  moment  have  afforded  a  study  for  a 
picture ;  the  strongly  repressed  feeling  of 
triumph  yet  indicating  its  swelling  influenee 
upon  his  marked  and  expressive  oountenaufs, 
where  an  accurate  eye  might  have  detected 
also  the  presence  of  anxiety.  Agrainaad  a^un 
were  his  hands  shaken  by  those  near  ninu 
— Bloodsuck,  Centipede,  Mudflint,  Going 
Gone,  Ginblossom,  as  they  enthusiastically 
gave  him  credit  for  the  transcendent  skill  hie* 
had  exhibited,  and  the  glorious  result  it  had 
secured.  As  the  church  clock  struck  four, 
the  books  were  dosed,  the  election  was  de- 
clared at  an  end,  with  eighteen  of  Mr.  Tit^ 
mouse's  voters  yet  unpolled.  Within  a  few . 
minutes  aAerwards  Mr.  Going  Gone  haatilyi 
chalked  up  on  the  board,  and  held  it  up  ax* 
tdtingly  to  the  crowd — 

Titmouse,      -        -        .        .       937 
Delamere,      -       -       -       -       149 

Majority,   -        -        •        -         881 

.^  Hurrah  !*-hurrah ! — hip,  hip,  hip,  hur* 
rail !"  pealed  from  the  crowd,  while  hands 
were  upraised  and  whirled  round,  hats  flung 
into  the  air,  and  every  other  mark  of  popu- 
lar excitement  exhibited.  ^' Titmouse  !^> 
Titmouse ! — Niks  tim cs  mifc/oa  Ma.  Tit- 
Mousc!'*  was  called  for,  and  responded  to 
with  thrilHng  and  overpowering  effect, 
l^e  newly  elected  member,  however,  couhi. 
not  he  pinched,  or  shaken,  or  roused,  out  of  * 
the  drunken  stupor,  into  which,  /rom  the 
combined  influence  of  liquor  and  excitement, 
he  had  sunk. 

To  enable  him  to  go  through  the  respon- 
sible duties  of  the  day — ^via.:  bobbing  his 
hcHBid  every  now  and  then  to  the  worthy  and 
independent  electors  who  came  to  invest 
him  with  the  proud  character  of  their  repre- 
sentative in  the  House  of  Commons— be 
had  brought  in  his  pocket  a  flask  of  brandy« 
which  had  been  thrice  replenished:  in  a 
word,  the  popular  idol  was  decidedly  not 
presentable ;  and  under  the  impulse  of  strong 
excitement,  Mr.  Gammon,  infinitely  to  the 
disgust  of  tlie  Reverend  Smirk  Mudflint^ 
who  waa  chax\|ai  xx^  Na  ^^  ^\^«x  V\^ 
combust\Vi\ama\Aei^a.xA  wa^l  n»  ^  ^''^  "^ 


TSN  rHOUSAND  A  YEAR. 


but  by  the  mnww  lie  will  bsve 
suffidfiBtly  to  pfee^at  bimeelf  beibie  tit 
feAww.)  Id  bis  naoM,  gendoBeiii  1  4 
irom  my  soul  thank  ybu  for  the  hmm 
which  yoo  have  eooiomd  upon. bin, «i 
aeeare  that  he  eoMtdem  any  past  mmm 
with  which  Prorideiioe  may  have  hkmd 
him  {hior^  hear,  hmr!)  aa  nothia^,  vfaa 
compared  with  the  iesae  of  this  ktf^ 
atniffgfle,  {duenng.)  Rely  npoo  it  that  lb 
conduct  in  Parliament  will  not  diagnei 
yoQ,  (fio,  fio,  fio/y  And  now,  geiitleaiHi|! 
moat  coDcloda,  trnaciBgr  that  with  Tielflj 
will  ceaae  animoaity,  and  that  there  wflllii 
an  iaunediate  decluratioa  of  thoee  fmliigi 
of  fiank  and  manly  cordiality,  and  gMi  I 
feeling,  which  ooght  to  diatingidah  five  ft- 


BMnovIng  bis  bat  was  TeeeiTed  with  several 
distinct  and  long  continued  rounds  of  ap- 
plause. Silence  having  been  at  length  par- 
tially restored-—  ' 

^*  Yea,  gentlemen,'*  be  commenced,  in  an 
ener^jetic  tone  and  widi  an  excited  and  de- 
termined air  and  asanner,  *^well  ma?  you 
utter  those  shouts  of  joy,  for  you  have  foqght 
a  noble  fight  and  won  a  giorioas  victory, 
{great  duering,)  Your  cause,  the  cause 
of  fVeedom  and  good  ^vemment,  is  tri- 
umphant over  all  opposition,  {immenaetheer' 
ing.)  The  hideous  fonns  of  bigotry  and 
tyranny  are  at  this  moment  lying  crushed 
aaA  writhing,  (vehement  cheering  rendered 
the  rest  of  the  sentence  inaudible.)  Gentle- 
men, troth  and  independence  have  this  day 
met  and  overthrown  falsehood  and  slavery, 
(eAs^rt,)  in  spite  of  the  monstrous  weapons 
with  which  they  came  into  the  field,  (  groans^ 
-—bribery,  (groans,)  corruption,  {groans,) 
ibtimidation,  (A»sset,)  coercion  and  treachery, 
(mingled  groana  and  hieees.)  But,  gentle- 
men, thank  God,  all  was  in  vain !  {enihun' 
adie  cheering.)  I  will  not  aay  diat  a  de- 
feated despot  is  at  this  moment  sitting  wi^ 
sollen  scowl  in  a  neighbouring  castle,  (he- 
mendous  9houi$^applauaef)9\\  his  schemes 
frustrated,  all  nis  gold  scattered  in  vain, 
and  trampled  under  foot  by  the  virtuous 
electors  whom  he  aought  first  to  corrupt,  and 
then  degrade  into  slaves,  (great  cheering.)* 
*«  Gentlemen,  let  us  laugh  at  his  defeat, 
(loud  and  prolonged  laughter  f)  but  let  us 
rejoice  like  men,  like  freemen,  that  the  de- 
graded and  execrable /aelum  to  which  he 
belong  is  defeated,  (cheering.y^enH^ 
men,  if  ever  there  was  a  contest  in  which 
public  spirit  and  principle  triumphed  over 
public  and  private  profligacy,  th^s  has  been 
It;  and  by  this  time  to-morrow,  hundreds 
of  constituencies  will  be  told,  as  their  own 
straggles  are  approaching,  to— -iM:  at  Vatton 
•—to  emulate  her  proud  and  noble  example ; 
and  England  will  soon  be  enabled  to  throw 
off  the  hateful  incubus  that  has  so  long  op- 
pressed her,  (imm^fiae  cheenng.^  But,  gen- 
tlemen, you  are  all  exhausted,  (No!  no! 
and  eehement  eheere  4)  we  are  all  exhausted, 
after  tiie  great  labour  and  excitement  of  this 
glorious  day,  and  need  repose,  in  order  that 
pa  the  morrow  we  may  meet  refreshed  to 
enioy  the  full  measure  of  our  triumph, 
(eh^ng.)  In  particular,  your  distinguished 
represenUtive,  Mr.  Titmouse,  worn  out  with 
the  excitement  of  the  day,  long  depressed 
by  the  adverse  aspect  of  the  poll,  was  so 
overpowered  with  the  sudden  and  glorious 
change  effected  by  that  band  of  patriots 
irho—— (the  reat   of  the   aeTi\«nM  Ni%a 

drowned  in  eheeiing.)  Q«nt\«men^  Vi«  \%V^tky,^%x  Ux.^vsA&n^^^s&adft  no  alhkMa* 
young,  and  anaocuBtoined  to  axwiVi  wtttajoi^v  v^^wtv^^  ^^  "^^^MdOv^^i^jiA^W^^ 
JMiry  and  eoDoi^g  •ceo»,  i^hemt^  he«r,hs«p  !^ W  -r— ^»ww«^  ^^  ^fcia  -^  — ^ 


low-citiaens,  and,  above  all,  is  sigByh 
characteristic  of  Bnglblmien,  (chetritfij 
Shake  bands,  gentlemen,  with  a  Iw 
enemy,  (toe  wiU,  toe  will!)  and  ibrgrit 
when  you  have  conquered,  that  yoa  ew 
fought  !*' 

With  these  words,  vttered  with  the  If 
vour  and  eloquenee  whieh  had  indeed  i^ 
tingoiabed  the  whole  of  his  brief  addMH 
he  resumed  his  hat,  amidst  **  thiee  tiw 
three  for  Mr.  Titmouse  !** — »*thres  iim 
three  for  Mr.  Ganunon!** — ^nm  tiss 
nine  grdans  for  Mr.  Delamere  !**— «Mi 
were  given  with  great  energy.  TbsM 
bands  apptoacbed;  the  nroeesaioa  fanA 
the  neariy  insensible  Titmouse,  his  fat 
pale,  and  hat  awry,  was  partly  wajfotld 
and  partly  dragged  along  between  111 
Gammon. and  Mr.  Going  (Sons;  and  toll 
inspiring  air  of  ^  See  the  CotN|oering  Bm 
comea,"  accompanied  by  the  ohealf 
crowd,  they  all  marched  in  piosesMsaf 
Mr.  Titmouse's  committee-room.  He  Ml 
hurried  up  staira;  then  led  into  a  bed-roos; 
and  there,  aoon,  alas !  experienced  tttb  si» 
mastering  power  of  si<^ness,  which  ^ 
stantly  obliterated  all  reeollectien  of  Mi 
triumph,  and  mads  him  utterly  uneosMis* 
of  the  brilliant  position  to  which  be  M 
just  been  elevated— equally  to  the  bcsiv 
of  himaelf  and  his  constiuieney,  who  Jsl% 
and  proudly  regarded 

^'TnTLKtAT  TiTMouss^,  Esq.,  BC  P/ 

as  the  glorious 'fifst-fniits  to  then  ef  Ai 
glorious  «•  Silljbr  giving  Everybedy  Smtf 
thingJ** 

At  a  late  hour  that  night,  an  intsrvisfirllil 
place  between  Ben  Bran  and  Mr.  GaooMi 
of  which  all  that  I  shall  say  at  present  is,  itf 
it  waa  equally  ooBfidential  and  astisfitfiol^ 
TVv«te  can  be  no  harm,  however,  in  ii 
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w  l^imftRWRl.  Ho  ssfnHod  Ben— And 
Afoagh  him  the  Qnsiiit  Clnb— thst  Lord 
Is  la  Zoiich*8  agents  Imd  been  only  d^In- 
Ifng  them,  arid  had  laid  a  deep  plan  for  en- 
taarin?  the  chxb-— which  Gammon  had  early 
MMn  throiigh,  and  endeayoured  to  defeat 

A  Httie  circumetance  which  happened 
lome  two  or  three  daya  afterwards,  seemed 
l»  corroborate  the  tmth  of  at  least  a  portion 
if  his  statements — riz.:  eight  prosecutions 
^  bribery  were  brooeht  against  some  mem- 
Mrs  of  the  Quaint  Club :  and  upon  theii 
testily  assembling  to  consult  upon  so  start- 
ing an  incident^  one  still  more  so  came  to 
ignt; — fiye  leading  members  were  not  to  be 
f^und.  Writs  in  actions  for  penalties  of 
BBOO  each,  were  on  the  same  day  serred 
i9on — Barnabas  Bloodsuck,  Smirk  Mud- 
lint,  ^otherwise  oaHed  the  Reverend  Smiric 
f  ndflmt,)  Cephas  Woodlouse,  and — ^woe 
»  me  that  I  should  haye  it  to  record!— 
^  Otlt  Gammon,  gentleman,  one  of  the  at- 
srneys  of  our  lord  the  kins|,  before  the  king 
tfanself,  at  Westminster/*  The  amount 
lafmed  from  him  m^as  dS4000;  from  Blood- 
ttck  £9000;  and  from  Mudflint  j£3500, 
rhich  would,  alas,  haye  alone  absorbed  all 
he  pew  rents  of  his  little  establishment  for 
ne  hundred  years  to  come,  if  his  system  of 
soral  teaching  should  so  long  liye.  What 
^as  the  consternation  of  these  gentlemen  to 
fiscoyer,  when  in  their  turn  mey  called  a 
viyate  meeting  of  their  leading  fhends,  that 
ne  of  them  also  was  missing,  yiz.:  Judtu 
W^Do'em  !  Moreoyer,  it  was  palpable  thai 
nkidst  an  ominous  silence  and  calmness  on 
he  other  side— eyen  on  the  nart  of  True 
9he — the  most  guarded  and  systematic 
Ad  perseyering  search  for  eyidence  was 
joing  on;  and  with  all  Gammon*s  self- 
lossession,  the  sudden  sight  of  Mr.  Crafty 
tealthily  quitting  the  house  of  an  hum- 
Hs  Yellow  yoter,  a  week  after  the  elec- 
tofi,  occasioned  him  somewhat  sickening 
ansations. 

C^ammon  was  not  unaccustomed  to  wade 
s  deep  waters ;  but  these  were  very  deep ! 
Ipweyer,  a  great  point  had  been  gained. 
f  r.  Titmouse  was  M.  P.  for  Yatton ;  and 
f  r.  Gammon  had  maintained  his  credit  in 
igh  <]LU9rters,  where  he  stood  pledged  as  to 
III  result  of  the  election;  haying  been  long 
efo^  assured  that  eyery  member  returned 
Ho  the  new  Parliament  was  worth  his 
rei^ht  in  gold.  Such  were  the  thoughts 
ttssing  through  the  acute  and  powerful 
lind  of  Gammon,  as  he  sate  late  one  night 
lone  at  Yatton,  Mr.  Titmouse  haying  re- 
fined to  his  bedroom  half  stupified  with 
iquoTj  and  anxious  to  complete  matters  by 
isokihg  himself  to  sleep. 

The  wind  whistled  oheerlestfj  round  the 
ngieofthe  Hall  in  which  was  situated  Uie 


room^  where  he  sate^  hi*  feef  resting  om  the 
fender,  his  arms  folded,  aiki  his  eyes  fixed 
on  the  fire.  Then  he  took  up  the  newspaper. 
fteently  arrfyed  from  town,  which  cofttained 
a  report  of  his  speech  to  the  electors  at  the 
close  of  the  poll ;  it  was  the  oresn  of  the 
Whig  partj— the  Mornine  Grotolf  and  its 
leading  articles  commented  in  yery  encomi- 
astie  terms  upon  his  address,  *^  given  in  an- 
other part  of  the  paper.**  His  son!  heayed 
with  disgust  at  the  ttioughts  of  his  own  dis- 
simulation ; — »*  Independence !"  *»  Purity  of 
Election !'*  •*  Public  Principle!**  "TVittm^ 
cf  Principle!^  "Ponular  Enthusiasm!**' 
**  Man  of  the  People  !**  Look,  thought  he — 
eugli — eU  JHtrmnue!  Is  represenMion  an 
utter  farc^— a  mere  imaginartf  privilege  of 
the  people  1  If  not,  what  but  public  swin- 
dlers are  we  who  procure  the  return  of  such 
idiots  as — fau|h !  Would  I  had  been  on 
the  other,** — He  rose,  sighed,  lit  his  cham- 
ber candle,  and  retired — to  bed,  but  not  to 
rest ;  for  he  spent  seyeral  hours  in  endea- 
yoring  to  retrace  every  step  which  he  had 
taken  in  the  election— with  a  view  to  ascer- 
taining how  far  it  could  be  proved  that  he 
had  le^Ily  implicated  himself.  The  po- 
sition m  which,  indeed,  he  and  those  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  the  elecdon  were  placed, 
was  one  which  required  his  most  anxious 
consideration,  with  a  view,  not  merely  to 
the  retention  of  the  seat  so  hardly  won,  hot 
to  the  tremendous  personal  liabilities  with 
which  it  was  sought  to  fix  him. 

The  inquiries  which  he  instituted  into  ^d 
practices  which  he  had  been  led  to  believe 
prevailed  openly  upon  the  other  side,  led  to 
no  satisfactory  results.  If  the  enemy  had 
bribed,  they  had  done  so  with  consummate  , 
skill  and  caution.  Yet  he  chose  to  assume 
the  air  of  one  who  thought  otherwise;  and 
gave  directions  for  writs  for  penalties  to  be 
forthwith  served  upon  Mr.  Parkinson,  Mr. 
Gold,  Mr.  St.  Aubyn,  and'Mr.  Milnthorpe 
— all  of  whom,  as  indeed  he  had  ei^ected, 
only  laughed  at  him.  But  it  was  wofully  dif-* 
ferent  as  reflrarded  himself  and  his  friends: 
for  before  Mr.  Crafty  took  his  departure 
from  Yatton,  he  had  collected  a  body  of 
eyidence  against  all  of  them,  of  the  most 
fearful  stringency  and  completeness.  In 
fact.  Lord  De  la  Zouch  had  determined  that, 
if  it  cost  him  ten  thousand  pounds  more,  he 
would  spare  no  effort,  as  well  to  secure  the 
seat  for  his  son,  as  to  punish  those  who  had 
been  guilty  of  the  atrocious  practices  which 
had  been  revealed  to  him. 

Need  I  say  with  what  intense  interest, 
with  what  absorbing  anxiety,  the  progress 
of  this  contest  ^ad  oeen  watched  by  the 
Aubreys  1    From  Lad^  \^  \*.  Tjwcl^  "^w^ 
,  other  fnenAa;W\mc{Wi  wswfetMiJ^^  VwwA^ 
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TVtie  BI1U9  and  iko  written  ffeqMnt  and 
fall  lettere,  they  had  leamad,  from  time  to 
time,  all  that  was  ffoinff  on.  Mr.  Aubrey 
had  prepared  them  for  the  adverse  iaeae  oif 
th^  affair ;  he  had  nerer  looked  for  any  thing 
else;  but  could  he  or  Any  of  them  feel  other- 
wise than  a  painful  and  indignant  sympathy 
with  the  little  Doctor,  on  reading  his  ac- 
count of  the  gross  insult  which  had  been 
offered  to  him  at  the  hustings  T  Kate,  be- 
fore she  had  read  half  of  it,  sprang  from  her 
chair,  threw  down  the  letter,  cried  bitterly, 
then  kissed  the^enerable  Doctor's  handwri- 
ting, and  walked  to  and  fro,  flashingli^htning 
from  her  eye;,  as  her  rivid  fancy  painted  to 
her  with  painful  distinctness  that  scene  of 
wantoti  and  brutal  outrage,  on  one  of  the 
most  gentle,  benevolent,  and  spotless  of 
God*s  creatures,  whose  name  was  associa- 
ted in  all  their  minds,  with  every  thing  that 
was  pious,  pure,  and  good— -indeed  they 
were  all  powerfully  affected. 

As  for  the  Rtttrend  Smirk  Mudflint — 
** Presumptuous  wretch!*'  quoth  Kate,  as 
her  flashing  eye  met  that  of  her  brother: 
and  he  felt  that  his  feelings,  like  her  own, 
could  not  be  expressed.  The  first  account 
she  received  of  the  outrage  perpetrated  oil 
Delamere  was  in  the  columns  of  the  Tnu 
Blue^  which  being  published  that  evening, 
had  been  instantly  forwarded  to  town  by  Dr. 
Tatham.  It  blanched  her  cheek ;  she  then 
felt  a  mist  coming  over  her  eyes-— a  numb- 
ness—4  faintness  ensued,  and  she  sank 
upon  the  sofa,  and  swooned.  It  was  a  long 
while  afVer  she  had  leeovered  before  a  flood 
of  tears  relieved  her  excitement. 

Twas  no  use  dibguising  matters,  even 
had  she  felt  so  disposed,  before  those  who 
felt  so  exquisite  and  vivid  a  sympathy  with 
her;  and  who  did  not  restrain  tneir  ardent 
and  enthusiastic  ^pressions  of  admiration 
at  the  spirited  and  noble  manner  in  which 
Delamere  had  commenced  and  carried  on 
his  adventnre.  At  whose  instance,  and  to 
please  whom,  had  it  been  really  undertaken? 
Kate's  heart  fluttered  intensely  at  the  bare 
notion  of  seeing  him  again  in  Vivian  Street 
He  would  come— «he  felt— with  a  sort  of 
tlaim  upon  her !  And  he  made  his  desired 
and  dreadful  appearance  some  days  after- 
wards, quite  unexpectedly.  Kate  was  play- 
ing on  the  piano,  and  had  not  heard  his 
knock ;  so  that  he  was  actually  in  the  draw- 
ings-room before  she  was  aware  of  his  being 
in  London,  or  had  formed  the  slightest  ex- 
pectation of  such  a  thing. 

^«  Heavens,  Mr.  Delamere!— Is  it  yout*' 
she  stammered,  risinr  from  the  piano,  her 
'ioe  having  suddenly  become  nale* 

^Aj,  sweet  Kate— otAeaa  1  am  Wuom^ 


fervently  in  his  owB,  and^  led  bflffla  Iks  idbi 

««  Don't— donH — Mr. .  Ddamece''— ani 
sl^e  £untly,  striviB|r  to  release  oee  of  he 
hands,  which  she  instantly  placed  befiois 
her  eyes  to  conceal  her  rismg  and  violm 
emotion.  Her  brother  said  Bl rs.  Aabnf 
considerately  came  to  her  relief,  by  ce- 
ga^ng  Delamere  in  cooversatkm.  He  siv 
their  ^jec.t;  and  releasing  Misa  Aubrey  fb 
the  present,  from  his  attentions,  snoa  M 
en|ered  into  a  long  and  yary  ^t>^m***^  a^ 
^unt  6f  all  his  Yatton  doings. 

In  spite  of  herself,  aa  it  were.  Kale  diev 
near  the  table,  and,  enffrossed  with  ioteratf, 
listened,  and  joined  in  Uie  conversation,  is  if 
it  had  not  been  actually  DBXJLMBaBwhowai 
sitting  beside  her.    He  made  very  light  ti 
the  little  accident  of  the  woonded  lip— ill 
as  he  went  on,  Kate  looked  another  way,iHi 
eyes  obstructed  with  tears,  and  her  vaj 
heart  yearning  towards  him.     ^Oh,  Ui 
Delamere!" — she  suddenly  and  vdiemeady 
exclaimed— i^*  what  wreteha  they  wen  S 
use  you  so  !"«-and  then  blushed  scarieL- 
Shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Aubrey  west  dost 
stairs  to  fetfsh  up  one  of  Dr,  Talham*i  1* 
ters  for  a  particular  purpose;   and— vltf 
will  my  lady  readers  sayl — ^I— I — iafri^ 
it  is  useless  mincing  matters^— Delias^ 
who  was  sitting  next  to  Kate,  thought  IhS 
no  time  was  fike  the  presents—she  mm 
looked  so  beautifuU^e  threw  his  MS 
round  her,  and  kissed  her  whits  fbraM 
half-a-dozen  tiroes         ^n»>^  ^-&  £JL>'^ 

''  fifi,.  fie,  Mr.  peU^reJ"  said  uSki 
brey,  sligHuy  colouring,  but  not  with  a  «} 
angry  air — '*  are  these  the  tricks  you  kn 
leaned  at  Yatton  V* 

«^  Pray,  Mr.  Ddamere— I  beg:— I  estail 
of  you--d(m V— ouoth  Kate,  striving  vik» 
mently  to  detach  his  arms  fVom  her  wtitk 
which  she  barely  succeeded  in  doing,  bete 
her  brother  re-entered  the  room.  Ine  te| 
of  all  three  of  them  burned  like  fim  m^ 
if  Aubrey  suspected  any  thing,  he  $mi  m 
thing,  but  was  soon  engaged  with  the  Isss 
he  had  gone  in  quest  ou 

'•  Well— see  if  I'm  not  M.  P.  for  YsSi* 
yet,"  said  Delamere,  with  a  eonfideat  m 
just  before  he  rose  to  ffo— *«  and  tl^a^t  Mm 
a  few  weeks,  too;  ana  lAen**— 

«•  Don't  be  too  sure  of  tkai^'^  said  AbM9 
gravely. 

*<  Surol  Fve  no  mors  doubt  of  it,**  »> 
plied  Delamere  briskly, «« than  I  hafs  of  ss 
now  being  in  Vivian  Street— if  then  bsii 
slightest  pretence  to  fidmess  in  aooaaitts 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  Why,  upa»J9 
honour,  we've  got  no  fowor  tosa  slfMS 
distinct,  unequivocal^ — 

^^\^  ^leation  eommitteea  are  to  W  6sflM 


•eime  one  dse,  as — f*e  rejected  rf  Yatteap— \ c^l  vox^^^^^  v^^ksibl  \a  }^f^  Um  ^ 
^  vppUsd  fondly,  aa  he  gcaavw^Yi«i\»iAa\\3ttiwA 
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Did,  howerer,  the  gaudy  flower  of  Ht- 
moase's  victory  at  Yatton  contain  the  seeds 
tf  inevitable  defeat  at  St.  Stephen's  1  *Twas 
•prely  a  grave  question;  and  had  to  be  de- 
cided by  a  tribunal,  the  constitution  of  which, 
however,  the  legfislature  hath  since  seen  fit 
altogether  to  alter.  With  matters,  therefore, 
A8  they  then  were— but  now  are  not— I  deal 
freely,  as  with  history. 

The  first  glance  which  John  Bull  caught 
af  his  new  HoVse  of  Commons,  under  the 
Bill  for  (riving^  Everybody  Everything^ 
almost  turned  his  stomach,  strong  as  it 
was,  inside  out ;  and  he  stood  for  some  time 
staring  with  feelings  of  alternate  disgust 
and  dismay.  Really,  as  far  at  least  as  out- 
ward appearances  and  behaviour  went, 
there  seemed  scarcely  fifty  gentlemen  among 
tfaem;  and  those  appeared  ashamed  and 
afraid  of  their  position.  ^Twas,  iadeed,  as 
Ifaottgh  the  scum  that  had  risen  to^the  sim- 
mering surface  of  the  caldron  placed  over 
the  fierce  fires  of  revolutionary  ardour,  had 
been  ladled  off*  and  flung  upon  the  floor  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  shocK  and 
mortification  produced  such  an  eflfect  upon 
Jphn,  that  he  took  for  some  time  to  his  bed, 
and  required  a  good  deal  of  severe  treatment, 
before  he  in  any  degree  recovered  himself. 
It  was,  indeed,  a  long  while  before  he  got 
quite  right  in  his  head ! — ^As  they  anticipa- 
ted a  gM)d  deal  of  embarrassment  from  the 
presidency  of  the  experienced  and  dignified 
person  who  had  for  many  years  filled  the 
<^ce  of  Speaker,  they  chose  a  new  one; 
and  then,  breathing  freely,  started  fair  for 
the  session. 

Some  fifty  seats  were  contested ;  and  one 
ef  the  very  earliest  duties  of  the  new  Speak- 
er, was  to  announce  the  receipt  of  "a  petition 
horn  certain  electors  of  the  borougli  of  Yat- 
tuD,  complaining  of  an  undue  return;  and 


praj^ing  the  House  to  appoint  a  time  for 
l^ng  the  same  into  its  consideration.^'  Mr. 
Titmouse,  at  that  moment  was  (nodestly 
ntting  immediately  behind  the  Treasury 
bench,  next  to  a  respectable  pork-butcher, 
who  iiad  been  returned  for  an  Irish  county, 
and  with  whom  Mr.  Titmouse  had  been 
dining  at  a  nei^bouring  tavern ;  where  he 
had  drunk  whiskey  an4  water  enough  to 
elevate  him  to  the  point  of  rising  to  present 
etyeral  petitions  from  his  constituents — 
Jjsrtl^  from  Smirk  Mudflint,  and  others,  for 
<^ning  the  universities  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 


and  abolishing  the  subscription  to  theThir* 
ty-Nine  Articles;  Mcone2/^^rrom  Mr.Hic  H«e 
Hoc,  prayingfor  a  commission  to  enquire  into- 
the  propriety  of  translating  the  Eton  Latin 
and  Greek  cnrammars  into  English ;  thirdly^ 
from  several  electors,  praying  the  House  to 
pass  an  act  for  exempting  members  of  tliat 
House  from  the  operation  of  tlie  Bankrupt- 
cy and  Insolvency  laws,  as  well  as  from 
arrest  on  mesne  and  final  process :  and  kuU 
lyj  from  several  electors,  praying  the  House 
to  issue  a  commission  to  enquire  into  the 
cause  of  the  Tick  in  sheep.  I  say  this  was 
the  auspicious  commencement  of  his  sena- 
torial career,  meditated  by  Mr.  Titmouse, 
when  his  ear  caught  the  above  startling 
words  uttered  by  the  Speaker,  which  so 
disconcerted  him — prepared  though  he  was 
for  some  such  move  on  the  part  of  his  ea^- 
mies,  that  he  resolved  to  postpone  the  pre- 
^ntation  of  the  petitions  of  his  enlightened 
constituents  till  the  ensuing  day.  iSler  sil- 
ting in  a  dreadful  stew  ior  some  twenty 
minutes  or  so,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  go  out 
and  calm  his  flurried  spirits  with  a  glass  of 
brandy  and  soda-water.  As  he  went  out,  a 
little  incident  happened  to  him  that  was  at- 
tended with  ver^  memorable  consequencesl 

**^  ^ord  with  you,  sir,"  whispered  a 
commanding  voice  in  his  ear,  as  he  felt 
himself  caught  hold  of  by  some  one  sitting 
at  the  comer  of  the  Treasury  Bench—"  rii 
follow  you  out — quietly,  mind." 

The  speaker  was  a  Mr«  Swindle  O^Gib* 
BET,  a  tall,  elderly,  and  somewhat  corpulent 

f»erson,  with  a  broad-brimmed  hat,  a  sloven* 
y  surtout,  and  vulgar  swaggering  carriage; 
a  ruddy  shining  face,  that  constantly  wore 
a  sort  of  greasy  smile;  and  an  unctuotie 
eye,  with  a  combined  expression  of  cttn« 
nmg,  cowardice,  and  ferocity.  He  spoke  ia 
a  rich  bro^e,  and  with  a  sort  of  confidential^ 
and  cringing  familiarity;  yet,  withal,  ^twas 
with  the  air  and  the  tone  of  a  man  conscioot 
of  possessing  peat  direct  influence  out  of 
doors,  and  indirect  influence  within  doors, 
*Twa8,  in  a  word,  at  once  insinuating  and 
peremptory — submissive  and  truculent--^- 
Several  things  had  concurred  to  give  Tit- 
mouse a  very  exalted  notion  of  Mr.  O'Glb- 
bet.  First,  a  noble  speech  of  his,  in  which 
he  showed  infinite  *^jp/uc&"  in  persevering 
against  shouts  of**  oraer"  from  all  parts  of 
the  House  for  an  hour  together;  seoondlf^ 


bridife  to  Dlaseaten  of  every  deootnination,  l  beside  \\\iU  Lowi  ^\svjn»w^  ^Oaa  V?^^^  ^ 
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the  House.  His  lordship  was  a  Whig;  and 
though,  as  surely  I  need  hardly  say,  there 
are  thousands  of  Whigs  every  whit  as  pure 
and  high-minded  as  their  Tory  rivals,  his 
lordship  was  a  very  bitfer  Whig.  The 
bloom  of  original  Whiggism,  however,  ri- 
pening fast  into  the  rottenness  of  Radical- 
ism, gave  out  at  length  an  odour  which 
was  so  effensive  to  many  of  his  own  early 
friends  that  they  were  forced  to  withdraw 
from  him.  But  personally,  he  was  a  gen- 
tleman, and  a  very  accomplished  scholar ; 
the  only  one  of  his  family  that  had  achieved 
persona]  distinction ;  and  enjoying  that  Par- 
liamentary influence  always  secured  by  the 
possessor  of  great  tact,  experience,  and  per- 
sonal respectability.  Now,  it  certainly  ar- 
giifid  some  resolution  in  Mr.  O'Gibbet  to 
preserve  an  air  of  swaggering  assurance 
and  fiimiliarity  beside  his  aristocratic  neigh- 
bour, whose  freezing  demeanour  towards 
him — for  his  lordship  evinced  even  a  sort 
of  shudder  of  disgust  when  addressed  by 
him— Mr.  O'Gibbet  felt  to  be  visible  to  all 
around.  Misery  makes  strange  bed-fellows^ 
but  surely  politics  stranger  still ;  and  there 
Oould  not  nave  been  a  more  striking  in- 
stance of  it  than  in  Lord  'Bulfinch  and  Mi9 
0*Gibbet  sitting  side  by  side— as  great  a 
contrast  in  their  persons  as  in  their  charac- 
ters. But  the  tnird  and  chief  ground  of 
Titmouse^s  admiration  of  Mr.  O'Gibbet, 
was  a  conversation — private  the  parties 
thought  it,  and  unheard,  in  the  lobby  of 
the  House ;  but  every  word  of  it  had  our  in- 
auisitive,  but  not  very  scrupulous,  little 
friend  contrived  to  overhear— l)etween  Mr. 
O'Gibbett  and  Mr.  Flummery,  a  smiling 
snpple  Lord  of  the  Treasuiy,  and  whipper- 
in  of  the  Ministry.  Though  generally  con- 
fident enough,  on  this  occasion  he  trembled, 
firowned,  and  looked  infinitely  distressed. 
Mr.  O^Gibbet  chucked  him  under  the  chin, 
confidently  and  good-hnmouredly,  and  said 
— "  Oh,  murther  and  Irish !  what^s  easier  ? 
But  it  lies  in  a  nutshell.  If  you  wont  do  it, 
I  can't  swim ;  and  if  I  can't,  t/ou  ntiA^-eve- 
ly  mother's  son  of  you.  Oh,  come,  com&— 
give  me  a  hit  of  a  push  at  this  pinch.** 

"That's  what  you've  said  so  often.** 

**  Fait,  an'  what  if  I  have  ?  And  look  at 
the  shoves  I  have  given  you,"  said  Mr. 
O'Gibbett,  with  sufficient  sternness. 

"But — a — a — ^really  we  shall  be  found 
Mit !  The  House  suspects  already  that  you 
tod  we" 

"Bah!  bother!  hubbabo!    Propose  you 

It;  I  get  up  and  oppose  iu~vehemeutly,  do 

you  mind — an'  the  blackguards  opposite 

wiU  cany  it  for  you,  out  of  love  for  me,  ah, 

lit ! — Aisj,  aisy — soflly  say  \\    l^iiCv  \)ttax\ 

the  way  to  get  along V*  and  Mi.  O^OxViVieV 

wixrlced  his  eye. 


*Mr.  Flammerj,  however,  looked 
py,  and  remained  silent  and  irresolute. 

"  Oh,  my  dear  sir— earporrt^£  fumUm! 
Get  along  wid  you,  yon  know  it's  for  yoir 
own  ^ooQ,"  said  Mr.  O'Gibbet;  and,  shov- 
ing him  on  good-humoured ly,  lefVthe  lobbj, 
while  Mr.  Flummery  passed  on,  with  i 
forced  smile,  to  bis  seat.  He  resiauied 
comparatively  silent,  and  very  wretcbfld, 
the  whole  night. 

Two  hours  before  the  House  hrokt  w, 
but  not  till  after  Lord  Bulfinch  had  will- 
drawn,  Mr.  Flummery,  seizing  his  cpports* 
iiity*  got  up  to  do  the  bidding,  and  tjenta- 
ally  fulfilled  the  prophecy  of  Mr.  O'Gibbet, 
amidst  bitter  and  incessant  jeers  and  la»gb- 
ter  from  the  opposition.  f 

"Another  such  victory  and  we're  nndoBS,* 
said  he,  with  a  furious  whisper,  soon  tSkh 
wards  to  Mr.  O'Gibbet. 

"Och,  go  to  Uie  ould  divil  wid  ye!"* 
plied  Mr.  O'Gibbet,  thrusting  his  toogv 
into  his  cheek,  and  moving  off. 

Now  Titmouse  had  contrived  to  overbes 
almost  every  word  of  the  above,  and  hd 
naturally  formed  a  prodigious  estimate  d 
Mr.  O'Gibbet  and  his  influence  in  the  hi{b* 
est  quarters.  But  to  proceed. — ^H^ithisi 
few  minutes*  time  might  have  been  ten 
Titmouse  and  O'Gibbet  earnestly  collTe^ 
sing  together,  remote  from  observation,  ii 
one  of  the  passages  leadirig  from  the  kibbj. 
Mr.  O'Gibbet  spoke  all  the  while  in  a  tosi 
which  at  once  solicited  and  commanded  i^ 
tention.  •*  Sir,  of  course  yon  know  yoo'n 
not  a  ghost  of  a  chance  of  keeping  yon 
seati  Pve  heard  all  about  it.  You'll  U 
beat,  dead  beat;  will  never  be  able  to  6l 
in  this  ;iar/tmtfi/,  sir,  for  your  own  borM»^ 
and  be  liable  to  no  end  o'  penalties  forlii- 
bery,  besides.  Oh,  my  dear  sir,  how  I  ihA 
I  had  been  at  your  elbow !  Tliis  woiM 
never  have  happened  !** 

"Oh,  sir!  'pon  my  soul — I — ^I**— «t»- 
mered  Titmouse,  quite  thunderstruck  at  Ik 
O'Gibbet's  words. 

"Hush — BU^ush^  wid  your  chatteM 
tongue,  sir,  or  we'll  be  overheard,  and  joat 
be  ruined,"  interrupted  Mr.  O'Gibbet,  loo^ 
ing  suspiciously  around. 

"  I— 1-T-beg  your  pardon,  sir,  but  Pll  ghs 
up  my  seat.  I'm  most  uncommon  sony 
that  ever— curse  me  if  I  care  about  beiiigt 
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"  Oh !  and  is  thai  the  way  you  spake  cf 
being  a  mimber  o'  paxjiminti  For  shaaMi 
'hr  shame,  not  to  feel  the  glory  of  your  pot- 
ion, sir!     There's  miUums  o'  giDtJemci 


for 
tion 

ivying  you,  just  now ! — Sir,  Tses  tks 
you're  likely  to  cut  a  figure  in  the  House." 
^^Bvjxbemng  pardon,  sir,  if  it  corfiisefc 
^  \.T^cvck>aa  AckXv"^  ^^\^?^-'^Vc^  I've  torn 
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mlrea^ly,      (juoth  Titmouse,  twisting  his 
hand  into  his  hair. 

"  An'  what  if  ye  have  ?  What's  that  to 
\  gintleman  o*  your  consequence  in  the 
country  1  It's,  moreover,  only  once  and  for 
mil ;  only  stick  in  now — and  you  sta  j  in  for 
seven  years,  and  come  in  for  nothing  next 
time;  and  now— d'ye  hear  me,  sirl  for  time 
presses — r«?tire,  and  give  the  seat  to  a  Tory, 
if  you  will — (what's  the  name  o*  the  black- 

fuard  1  Oh !  it's  young  Delamere) — and 
ave  your  own  borough  stink  under  your 
nose  all  your  days !  ,laut  can  you  keep  a 
secret  like  a  gintlemani  Judging  from 
your  appearance,  I  should  say  yes — sir — is 
It  80  V'  Titmouse  placed  his  "hand  over  his 
beating  heart,  and  with  a  great  oalh  solemn- 
ly declared  that  he  would  be  *^  mum  as 
death ;"  on  which  Mr.  O'Gibbet  lowered 
bis  tone  to  a  faint  whisper — **  You'll  dis- 
tinctly understand  I've  nothin?  to  do  with 
it  personally,  but  it's  impossible,  sir— d'ye 
bearl — to  fight  the  diva  except  with  his 
own  weapons — and  there  are  too  many  o' 
the  enemies  o'  the  people  in  the  House— a 
little  money y  sir — eh  1  Aisy,  aisy — softly 
say  I !  Isn't  that  the  way  to  get  along  1" 
added  Mr.  O'Gibbet,  with  a  rich  leer,  and 
pokinor  Titmouse  in  the  ribs. 

**  'Fon  my  life,  that'll  do— and — and 
what's  the  figure,  sir  t" 

"  Sir,  as  you're  a  young  mimber,  and  of 
liberal  principles,"  continued  Mr.  O'Gibbet, 
dropping  his  tone  still  lower,  *•  three  thou- 
sand pounds,"— —Titmouse  started  as  if  he 
had  been  shot.  **  Mind,  that  clean  you,  sir, 
d'ye  understand  1  Every  thing !  Out  and 
out,  no  reservation  at  all  at  all— divil  a  bit!" 
.  "  'Pon  my  life,  I  shall  be  ruined  between 
you  all  I"  gasped  Titmouse,  faintly. 

"  Sir,  you're  not  the  man  I  took  you  for," 
replied  O'Gibbet  impatiently  and  contemp- 
tuously. •*  Don't  you  see  a  barley-corn  be- 
fore your  nose  1  i  ou'll  be  heat  after  spend- 
insr  three  times  the  money  1  name,  and  be 
liable  to  ten  thousand  pounds  penalties  be- 
sides for  bribery" 

**  Oh,  'poR  my  life,  sir,  as  for  Mo/,"  said 
Titmouse,  briskly,  but  feeling  sick  at 
heart,  *^  I've  no  more  to  do  with  it  than— 
my  tiger" 

•'  Bah !  you're  a  baby,  I  see !"  quoth 
O'Gibbet,  testily.  "  What's  die  name  o' 
your  man  o'  busmess  t — ^there's  not  a  minute 
to  los&— it's  your  greatest  friend  I  mane  to 
be,  I  assure  ye— tut,  what's  his  name  1" 

**Mr.  Gammon,"  replied  Titmouse,  anx- 
iously- 

**  Let  him,  ^ir,  be  v^ih  me  at  my  house 
in  Rufiian  Row  by  nine  to-morrow  morning 
to  a  minute— and  alone,"  said  Mr.  O'Gib- 
bety  with  hia  Up  close  to  Titmouse's  ear — 
**and  oDce  more,  d'ye  hear,  sir— a  breath 
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about  this  ta  any  one,  an*  you're  a  rained 
man — you're  in  my  power  most  complate- 
ly  !»♦— with  this,  Mr.  O'Gibbet  and  Mr. 
Titmouse  parted — the  former  having  much 
other  similar  business  on  hand,  and  the  lat- 
ter determined  to  hurry  off  to  Mr.  Gammon 
forthwith*:  and  in  fact  fie  was  within  the  next 
five  minutes  in  his  cab,  on  his  way  to  Tha- 
vies'  Inn. 

Mr.  Gammon  was  at  Mr.  O'Gibbet's 
(of  whom  he  spoke  to  Titmouse  in  the 
most  earnest  and  unqualified  terms  of  ad- 
miration) at  the  appointed  hoar :  and  after 
an  hour's  private  conference  with  him,  they 
both  went  oflT  to  Mr.  Flummery's  officiad  re- 
sidence, in  Pillory  Place ;  but  what  passed 
there  I  never  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
with  suflicient  accuracy  to  warrant  uie  in 
layinff  it  before  the  reader. 

When  the  day  for  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  YaYton  Petition  had  arrived,- 
on  a  voice  callincr  out  at  the  door  of  ^e 
House,  "  Counsel  in  the  Yatton  petition !" 
— in  walked  forthwith  ei^ht  learned  gentle- 
men, four  being  of  counsel  for  the  petitioner, 
and  four  for  the  sitting  member, — attended 
by  their  respective  agents,  Who  stood  b»- 
hmd,  whilst  the  counsel  took  their  seats  at 
the  bar  of  a  very  crowded  and  excited  house* 
for  there  were  several  committees  to  be  ba 
loted  for  on  that  day.    The  door  of  the 
House  was  then  locked ;  and  thie  order  of 
the  day  was  read.    Titmouse  might  have 
been  seen  popping  up  and    down   about 
the  back  ministerial  benches,  like  a  parched 
pea.    On  the  front  treasury  bench  sate  Mr. 
O'Gibbet,  his  hat  slouched  over  his  fatfacS; , 
his  arms  folded.    On  the  table  stood  seve- 
ral glasses,  containing  little  rolls  of  paper, 
each  about  two  or  three  inches  long,  and 
with  the  name  of  every  member  of  the  Houss 
severally  inscribed  on  them.  These  glasses 
being  placed  before  the  Speaker,  the  clerk 
rose,  and  taking  them  out  presented  them  to 
the  Speaker,  who,  opening  each,  read  out 
aloud  the  name  inscribed ,to  me  House.  Now, 
the  object,  was  on  sUeh  occasions,  to  draw  out 
the  names  of  Ihirty'three  members  then  pr&> 
sent  in  the  House ;  which  were  afterwards 
to  be  reduced,  by  each  party  alternately 
strikin?  off  eleven  names,  to  klcvxit— who 
were  the  committee  charged  with  the  trial 
of  the  petition.  Now  the  astate  reader  wifl 
see  that,  imagining  the  House  to  be  divided 
into  two  great  classes,  viz. :  those/ovouroftyb 
and  those  opposed  to  the  petitioner — accord- 
ing to  whose  success  or  failure  a  vote  waS 
retained,  lost  or  gained  to  the  />tfr/y,— «nd 
as  the  number  of  thirty-three  cannot  be 
more  nearly  divided  than  into  seventeen 
and  sixteen  'tis  %%\4  Vs^  ^^sm^  ^^E^Tv«w»Jk 
in  sneYv  -nraLtXefc%^V)cv^\\T\  taa^^^^aKt^NXT*^ 
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mAj  woar  who  drew  theMvepkentk  name ; 
•eemg  that  each  party  having  eleveoLPames 
of  those  in  hia  opponent's  interest,  to  ex- 
Bonge  oat  of  the  tnirty-three,  he  who  lucki- 
iy  drew  this  prize  of  thesKYBNTSCNTBMAK, 
was  sure  to  have  six  good  men  and  true  on 
the  conunittee  agadnst  the  other's  f  ivjk*  And 
thus,  of  course  it  was,  in  the  case  of  a 
greater  or  less  proportion  of  farouoble  or 
advene  persons  answering  to  their  names. 
So  l^eenly  was  ail  this  ^It  and  appreciated 
hj  the  whole  House,  on  these  interesting,— « 
these  jo/enta,  these  deliberative^  and  judicial 
•occasions,— -that  on  every  name  being  call- 
ed, there  weie  sounds  heard  and  symptoms 
witnessed  indicative  of  eager  delight  orin- 
tedose  vexation.  Now,  on  the  present  occa- 
sioB,  it  would  at  first  have  appeared  as  if 
some  unfair  advantage  had  been  secured  by 
the  Opposition ;  since  five  of  ikeir  names 
weie  called,  to  two  of  those  of  their  oppo- 
nents :  but  then  only  one  of  the  five  answer*' 
edf  (it  so  happening  that  the  other  four  were 
jdieent,  disqualified  as  beinff  petitioned 
against,  or  exempt,^  while  bou  of  the  two 
mwered ! — You  should  have  seen  the  char 
.giined  faces,  and  heard  the  loud  exclama- 
tions of  "  Ts !— ts  I— ts !"  on  either  side  of 
the  House,  when  their « own  men's  names 
were  thus  abortively  called  over !  the  de- 
light visibleon the ^ther side ! — ^The  issue 
long  hung  in  susnense;  and  at  length  the 
fcales  were  evenly  poised,  and  the  House 


oidered  to  meet  the 
o'clock : — 


Jiiifnsicnoi§» 

(1.)  Sir  Shnper  Sillj. 
3.)  Noah  No-land. 
3.)  Phelim  O'Deodle. 
4.)  Micah  M^Sqnaslu 
6.)  Sir  Caleb  Calfl 
6.)  Oeh  Hubbahoo. 

OpoaaiUonm 
1.)  Castleton  rlume. 
|2.1  Charles  D'Eresby. 

3.^  Merton  Mortimer. 

4.1  Sir  Simon  Alkmond. 

,5.j  Lord  Frederick  Brackenboij. 


And  the  six,  of  course,  on  their 
chose  the  ekairnvm^  who  was  a  sorecaid-^ 
to  wit.  Sir  Caleb.  Calf,  Babt. 

Mr.  Delamere's  counsel  and  agents,  t»> 
gether  with  Mr.  Delamere  hiiuself,  metii 
consultation  that  evening,  all  with  the  de> 
pressed  air  of  men  who  are  going  on  in  uj 
undertaking  eonira  epem.  ^*Well,  vfaal 
think  you  of  our  committee  T'  enqniied  BCl 
Berrington,  the  eloquent,  acute,  and  ezpeii- 
enced  leading  counsel.  All  present  shrag^ 
ged  their  shoulders ;  but  at  length  sgnsi 
that  even  with  such  a  cqmmittee,  their 


was  an  overpowenn^  one;  no  committee 
could  dare  to  shut  their  eyes  to  such  an 


was  in  a  state  of  exquisite  anxiety ;  for;  ray  of  facts  as  were  here  collected ;  thi 


the  next  eligible  name  answered  to  would 
decide  whidii  side  was  to  gain  or  lose  a 


««&V  JEzekiel  7\<diitng<on"-^nied  the 
Speaker,  amidst  profound  and  agitated  si- 
lence. He  was  one  of  the  Opposition^-but 
answered  not;  he  was  absent.  **Ts!  ts! 
ts!"  cried  the  Opposition. 

^  Gabriei  GniM."— This  was  a  Ministe- 
lial  man,  who  rose,  and  said  he  was  serving 
4NII  another  ocHnmittee.  **  Ts !  ts!  ts !"  cried 
the  Ministerial  side. 

^^JBennei  BwrkyeonC^ — (Opposition)—- 
petitioned  against.  '*Ts !  ts !  ts !''  vehement 
Ijr  cried  the  Opposition. 

^  Phbuh  O'Doodlb"— — 

'*Here!"  exclaimed  that  honourable 
SMflnoef ,  spreading  triumph  over  the  minis- 
Isriat,  and  dismay  over  the  opposition  side 
9i  tiie  House;  and  the  thirty-thiee  namies 
having  been  thus  called  and  answered  to,  a 
loud  bttzx  arose  on  allsides— of  congntul»- 
tioB  or  despondency. 

The  &te  of  the  petition,  it  was  said,  was 
abeady  as  good  as  decided. — The  parties 
hmwiag  retiied  to  strike  the  committee,  r»- 
4S1IM  in  aboat  aa  houx'a  tuna^  axA  t^  loV 


clearest  case  of  agency  made  out— Mr.  B«^ 
rington  declared — that  he  had  ever  knows 
in  all  his  practice;  and  eleven  distiset 
cases  of  bribbrv,  supported  each  by  H 
least  three  unexceptionable  witnesses ;  t^ 
^[ether  with  half-^-dozen  cases  of  tueatois; 
m  fact,  their  case,  it  was  admitted,  hs< 
been  most  admirably  got  op,  under  tkt 
management  of  Mr.  Crafiy,  (who  was  pn* 
sent,)  and  they  muti  sueoeed. 

'« Of  course,  they'll  ^U  for  proof  d 
AGE5CT,  first,"  quoth  Mr.  Berrington,  eai** 
lessly  glancing  over  his  enormous  Imaf; 
'*and  we'll  at  once  fix  this — ^what's  kii 
name-*the  Unitarian  parson,  Mt;  MoiESi* 

''  Mudflintp-Smirk  Mudflint*' 

«'Ah,  ha!— We'll  begin  with  bim,aa' 
Bloodsttck,  and  Centipede.  Fix  tkem  <hn 
rest  all  follow,  and  they'll  strike,  in  ipia 
of  their  committee— -or— egad — we'll  haw 
a  shot  at  the  sitting  member  himself." 

By  eleven  o'clock  the  next  morning  thi 
committee  and  the  jyartiea  were  in  atteni 
ance— the  room  quite  erowded — such  a 
quantitjr  of  Yatton  faces! — ^There,  nnr 
the  chairman,  with  his  hat  perched  assssil 
QiiiViMkVraah:^  hair,  and  dressed  in  his  oid^ 


\' 


TSN  THQU8>LIID  A  TBilK 


I^Mtterawod  into  hk  eye»«iid  his  hBiidfl|eoittt  of  Mr.  T&taome;  dinetfdttt  gi^ 

•tack   into   his  hinder  coat-pockets,  and 

vesting   op   his   hips,   stood   the  sitting 

member,    Mr.  Titmouse;    and   after   the 

usual  preliminaries  had  been  gone  thnmffh, 

np  rose  Mr.  Berrington,  with  the  caun, 

conident  air  of  a  man   goinff  to  open  a 

winning  case;  and  an  oTerwhelming  d^e 

be  did  open^— the  chairman  glancing  gloom* 

ily  at  the  five  ministerials  on  his  right,  and 

then  inquisitively  at  the  five  opposition 

members  on  his  left.    The  statement  of 

counsel  was  luminous  and  powei&l.    As 

he  went  on,  he  disclosed  almost  as  minute 

and  accurate  a  knowledge  of  the  movements 

of  the  Yellows  at  Yatton,  as  Mr.  Gammon 

himself  could  have  supplied  him  with.  That 

Entleman  shared  in  the  dismay  felt  aiound 
n.  Twas  clear  that  there  hadbesn  infernal 
treachenr;  that  they  were  all  rained.  *«By 
Jove !  mere^s  no  standing  np  against  Mu, 
unless  we  break  them  down  at  tM  agency*— 
for  Berrington  don't  overstate  his  cases," 
whispered  Mr.  Granville,  the  leading  coon- 
^  for  the  sittii^  member,  to  one  of  his  ju- 
niors, and  to  Gammon,  who  sighed*  and 
said  notftiiiuf*    "With  all  his  expierience  in 
tfie  general  business  of  the  profession,  he 
knew  as  yet  litUe  pr  nothing  of  what  might 
be  expected  from  ^foMntmSU  eleeium  tomr 
mittu*    Stronger  and  stiongeTt  blacker  and 
blacker,  oloser  and  closer,  came  out  the  pe- 
titioner's case.    The  five  opposition  mem-' 
bers  paid  ptoibund  attention  to  Mr.  Ber- 
linf^ton,  and  took  notes ;  as  for  the  mini»> 
lenalsi  one  was  engaged  vidtb  Us  betting- 
book,  another  vmting  out  firanks,  (m  whidi 
he  dralt,)  a  third  conning  over  aaattom^'s 
letter,  and  two  were  quietly  playing  to* 
gether  at  « TU4aNo.^    As  waft  ex|)eeted, 
me  committee  oelled  }>eremptorilv  for  piObf 
of  AomcT ;  and  I  will  aaj*  onlv  that  if 
Skmirk  Mud/lipi^  B^mobOB  Bhodttusk^  and 
Stth   Centipede  were    not   fixed   as  the 
*A«XHTs'  of  the  sittinflr  member?— there  is 
no^  such  leUtion  as  that  of  principal  and 
agent  in  rerum  naiurd  /  there  never  was  in 
this  woiiJd  an  ^gent  that  h^d  a  piinoipali  or 
a  princq)al  that  had  an  agent.^IVJce  only* 
Ibi  instance,  the  case  of  Mudflint.   He  was 
pfoved  to  have  been  from  first  to  last  an  my 
live  member  of  Mr  Titmouse's  commttlee; 
mtttfodinf  daily,  hourly,  and  on  hundieds 
of  occasions  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Tit* 
mousey-canvassing  with  him— ^coneulting 
him — ^making  appointmenta  with  him  for 
calling  on  voters,  which  a|»pointments  he 
invariably  kept;  Icttere  in  his  handwrUing; 
lolating  to  the  election,  signed  some  by  Mr. 
Tifanouse,  some  by  Mr.  Gammon ;  cireulars 
iimilarly  signed,  and  distributed  by  Mud- 

imt,  and  the  nddresseo  in  his  handwritioo^  I  been  meDi\i»  emwoH^  mmK^  to^wp^p^ 
jtffwa/  eleedoa  billB  puid  by  hhn  on  ai>.\B\oo£ra^  vui  Ofraft^«^  ^  "^^  ^wi^nfi^ 


by  him  and  observed,  as  to  the  bringtiij^ii^ 
voters  to  the  p<^;  publicans'  bills  paid  ai 
the  committee-room,  in  the  preseaoe  of  Mf  . 
Titmouse— «nd,  in  short,  manv  other  sndit 
acts  as  these  were  establiriied  against  ill 
three  of  the  above  peisons*  Such  a  dread- 
ful effect  did  all  this  have  upon  Mr.  Blood- 
suck  and  Mr.  Centipede,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  go  out,  in  order  to  get  a  little  gin 
and  water ;  for  ^ey  were  imieed  in  a  s<vt 
of  death-sweat.  As  for  Mudfiint,  he  seemed 
to  get  sallower  and  sallower  every  minute; 
and  felt  almost  disposed  to  utter  an  inwald 
prayer,  had  he  thought  it  would  have  been 
of  the  sligliiest  use.  Mr.  Berrington's  wit- 
nesses were  fiereely  oross-examiMd,  but  no 
material  impression  was  produeed  upon 
them ;  and  when  Mr.  Gtaiiville,  on  behalf 
of  the  sitting  member,  confident  and  vohi- 
ble,  rose  .to  prove  to  the  ccmmittoe,  that  his 
learned  friend's  case  was  one  of  the  most 
trumpery  thai  had  ever  oome  before  a  com- 
mittee—a mere  bottle  of  smoke  ;F>-that  the 
tiiree  ffeudemen  in  queHion  hsd  been  no 
more  the  agents  «£  the  silting  member  than 
was  ho— 4he  counsel  then  on  hie  legs— the 
agent  of  the  SpedEsv  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  thst  every  one  of  thepetitioner'o 
witnesses  was  unworthy  of  belief— -in  &ct 
perjured^haw  suddenly  aiwske  to  the  in^ 
pottanoe  of  the  invesdgationi  became  the 
ministerial  membere!  They  never  took 
their  eyes  tfff  Mr.  Gta&vill^  eicept  to  take 
notes  of  his  pointed,  cogent,  unanswenblo 
observations!  Ekealkano  toitmmei*  M 
length  he  sat  down;  and  strengera  wesa 
ordered  to  withdrew— -and  'twas  wall  they, 
did:  for  such  sn  fltma»ng  npvoar  ensaed 
among  the  coomiittee,  as  soon  as  the  i^o 
opposition  membeis  diseovered*  to  their 
araasement  and  disgost,  that  there  was  tho 
least  doubt  amongst  their  opponents  as  to 
the  establishment  of  agency,  as  would  ne^ 
posnbly,  have  tended  to  raise  that  commit. 
tee,  as  a  Judicial  body*  m  miblic  estiination* 
After  an  hour  and  a  half 'is  absence,  stmn- 
gere  were  re-admittad.  Great  was  tho  nsh 
—for  the  fate  of  the  petition  hung  on  the  do* 
ciaion  to  bo  immediately  pronounced*  As 
soon  as  the  counsel  had  taken  their  sealS| 
and  Ihe  eager,  excited  erewd  be^  sabdoea 
into  something  like  silence,  the  ohairmaa. 
Sir  Caleb  CSf,  with  a  fiushed  face,  and  a 
very  uneasy  expreasion,  read  from  a  sheet 
of  foolsrap  peper,  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  as  follow!  :— 

M  Resolved— That  tho  Petitioner's  Count- 
sd  bo  diraeted  to  protmd  with  evidence  of 
AOKHOT,"  [f .  e.  the  committee  were  of  opi^ 
nion  that  no  aaffiewnt  fnvi«M»  ^»&^  ^ 
been  meni^  «MMoaa&  VLtwe^  ^^^A^aafc^ 
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•f  ^.  Tltmonge,  in  the  election  for  Tat- 
Un ! ! !]  The  five  opposition  members  sat 
with  stem  indiffoant  faoes,  all  with  their 
hacks  turned  towards  the  chairman;  and 
Bo^ng  bat  a  very  high  tone  of  feeling  and 
ehiTalrooa  sense  of  their  position,  as  mem- 
bers of  a  pnblic  committee  of  the  Hoase  of 
Commons,  preTented  their  repeating  in  pub- 
lie  their  fierce  protest  against  the  monstrons 
decision  at  which  the  committee,  through  the 
casting  voice  of  the  redoubtable  chairman,had 
arrived .  Their  decision  was  not  immed  iately 
understood  or  appreciated  by  ^e  majority 
of  those  present.  Af\er  a  pause  of  some 
moments,  and  amidst  profound  silence— 

**  Have  I  rightly  understood  the  resolu- 
tion  of  the  committee,  sir,**  enquired  Mr. 
Berrington  with  an  amazed  air,  ^*  that  the 
evidence  already  adduced  (•  not  auffictent  to 
satisfy  the  committee,  as  to  the  agency  of 
Messrs.  Mndflint,  Bioodsuck,  ana  Centi- 
pede 1*' 

**  The  committee  meant^  sir,  to  express 
■8  much,"  replied  the  chairman,  dryly,  and 
h0  sealed  a  letter,  with  affected  indifference : 
tjlfeeied^  indeed!  the  letter  being  one  ad^ 
£es8ed  to  a  friend,  to  desire  him  forthwith 
to  take  a  hostile  message  on  his— 4he  chair- 
man's behalf— to  Colonel  D*Eresby,  one  of 
the  committee,  who  had,  daring  the  discus- 
Mon  with  closed  doors,  spoken  his  mind 
pretty  freely  oonceming  the  condact  of  the 
afbresaid  chairman. 

**  Good  God  !**  exclaimed  Mr.  Berrington, 
(on  receiving  the  chairman's  answer,)  in  a 
tone  of  Toice  loud  enough  to  be  heard  all 
over  the  room,  *'  neither  would  they  beUeve 
ikimeh  one  roeefrom  the  deadJ*^ 

^  WeM  better  stake,*'  said  his  juniors. 

^I  thii^  so,  too,*'  said  Mr.  Berrington; 
adding,  as  he  tarned  towards  the  committee 
with  an  air  of  undis^ised  disgust,  **  I  pro- 
tost,  sir,  that  nerer  m  the  whole  course  of 
my  experience  before  election  committees, 
hate  I  been  so  attonnded  as  I  am  at  the  de* 
eision  to  which  th')  committee  has  just  come. 
Probably,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
eommittee  will  be  pleased  to  adjourn  till  the 
morning,  to  give  us  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering the  course  we  will  pursue."  (This 
produced  a  great  sensation.) 

"Certainly— let  it  be  so,"  replied  the 
diairman,  blandly,  yet  anxiously ;  and  the 
eommittee  broke  up.  Before  they  met  again 
three  shots  a-pieoe  had  been  exchanged  be- 
tween the  chairman  and  Colonel  D*Eresby 
— ««happUy  without  effect,'*  and  the  patties 
l<ift  tiie  ground  in  as  hostile  a  spirit  as  they 
iiad  readied  it.  I  will  say  for  the  Colonel, 
teat  he  was  a  plain,  ttraight-forwaxd  soldier, 
who  did  not  anderstand  iionMniaft^iioTQa^<^ 
lo/erato  eoqtzaldng  with  «n  oaAu 
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"  Of  course  the  petition  is  dropped  V*  tdi 
Mr.  Berrin^n,  bitterlj,  as  soon  as  all  woe 
assembled  m  the  evemng,  inconavltatioBir 
his  chambers. 

"Of  course,*'  was  the  answer,  in  a  sof 
ficiently  melancholy  tone. 

"So  help  me  Heaven !*•  aaid  Mr. 6e^ 
rington,  "  I  feel  disposed  to  say  I  will  never 
appear  again  before  a  committee.  This 
sort  of  thing  cannot  go  on  much  longer! 
To  think  tiiat  every  man  of  that  coromittK 
is  sworn  before  God  to  do  his  duty !  Ill 
take  care  to  strike  every  one  of  those  six 
men  off  from  any  future  list  that  i  may  hare 
to  do  with!" 

"  I  can  say  only,"  remarked  the  second 
counsel,  a  calm  ahd  experienced  lawyer, 
"  that,  in  my  opinion,  had  all  of  us  stts 
down  to  frame,  beforehand,  a  perfect  cut 
of  agency — ^with  facts  at  will — ^we  eovkk 
never  have  framed  one  stronger  than  the  om 
to^ay  declared4n8ufficient.'' 

"  I  have  been  in  seven  other  pelilioas,'* 
said  Mr.  Berrington,  "  this  very  week;  bst 
there  the  sittii^  members,  were  Tories: 
Gracious  Heaven!  what  facts  have  bees 
there  held  sufficient  proof  of  agency ! — He 
Barnard  Ckutle  committee  yesterday,  hetf 
that,  to  have  been  seen  onoe  shaking 
hands  in  a  pastrycook's  shop  with  tiie  li^ 
ting  member,  was  sufficient  evidence  o: 
agency — and  we've  lost  the  seat!  In  tk 
Cucumber  Committee,  a  man  who  by  ehaim 
stood  once  under  a  doorway  with  theatthif 
member,  in  a  sudden  shower  of  rain— wis 
held  thereby  to  have  become  his  agent;  ni 
we  there  also  lost  the  se^t ! — ^Faugh !  wkst 
would  foreigners  say  if  they  heasd  watk 
things  t" 

"It's  perfiaps  hardly  worth  mentionia^* 
said  Mr.  Parkinson;  "but  this  aflenooBi 
happened  to  see  Mr.  O' Gibbet  dining  wilk 
Mr.  O'Doodle,  Mr.  Hubbaboo,  and  Mr. 
M^Squash,  off  pork  and  greens,  at  the  JoUj 
Thieves*  Tavem,^  in  Dodge  Street— -l— 
I — they  were  talking  together  very  eag«- 
ly** 

"  The  less  we  say  about  ikat  the  better," 
replied  Mr.  Berrington ;  "  I  have  not  hii 
my  eyes  shut,  I  can  toll  yon !  It's  a  \aai 
case,  Mr.  Crafty;  but  after  all  yoorpsiBS, 
and  the  dreadful  ex|>ense  incurred,  it^  vt- 
verthdess  quito  farcical  to  thiiJcofgoii^ot 
with  a  committee  like  this** 

"  Of  coarse  the  petition  is  abandened," 
replied  Craf^. 

The  next  morning  they  again  appesisd 
before  the  committee. 

"  I  have  to  inform  the  comtnittee,"  e<«- 
menced  Mr.  Berrington,  with  saiBeiest 
%\erca^^»&^';''^<^lm^  learned  friends  and  I, 
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kmagified,  till  yesterday ,^  that  the  evidence 
^e  then  opened  was  ten  times  more  tliajt 
sufficient  to  establish  agency  before  any  Ic 
gal  tribunal" — 

**  Counsel  will  be  pleased  to  moderate 
their  excitement,  and  to  treat  the  committee 
with  due  respect,"  interrupted  the  chair- 
man, warml^^and  reddening  as  he  spoke; 
while  the  ministerial  members  lookeu  very 
fiercely  at  Mr.  Berrington,  and  one  or  two 
placed  their  arms  a-kimbo. 

— **  have  come  to  the  determination  to 
withdraw  the  petitioner's  case  from  before 
the  committee ;  as,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  utterly  absurd  to  at- 
tempt"  . 

•♦  Fait,  sir,  an'  you're  mighty  indacent 
—ye  are— an'  you'd  better  keep  a  civil  tongue 
in  your  head,''  said  Mr.  O'Doodle,  fiercely, 
«nd  with  an  insolent  look  at  Mr.  Berrington. 

•*Sir,"  said  the  latter,  addressing  Mr. 
O'Doodle,  with  a  bitter  smile— *' as  it  is 
possible  to  stand  where  I  do  without  ceas- 
ing to  be  a  gentlemaUf  so  it  is  possible— 
to  sit  there — without  becoming  one." 

"Sir — Misther  Chairman — I'll  only  Just 
ask  you,  sir — isn't  that  a  brache  of  pnve- 
lige" - 

**  Oh,  be  aisy — aisy  wid  ye — ^and  isn't  he 
hired  to  say  all  this  1"  whispered  Mr.  Hub- 
baboo  ;  and  the  indignant  senator  sat  down. 

"The  petition  is  withdrawn,  sir,"  said 
Mr.  Berrington  calmly. 

"Then,'' subjoined  his  opponent,  as  qui- 
etly rising  as  his  learned  friend  had  sate 
down,  "1  respectfully  apply  to  the  com- 
mittee to  vote  it  Frivolous  and  FexatiotuJ^ 

"  Possibly  the  committee  will  pause  be- 
fore going  thai  length,"  said  Mr.  Berring- 
ton, very  gravely;  but  he  was  mistaken. 
Strangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw ;  and, 
on  their  re-admission,  the  chairman  read 
the  resolution  of  the  committee,  that  "Tit- 
tlebat Titmouse,  Esq.,  had  been  and  was 
duly  elected,  to  serve  for  the  borough  of 
Yatton;  and  that  the  petition  against  his 
return  was  Frivolous  and  Vexatious  ;"  by 
which  decision,  all  the  costs  and  expenses 
incurred  by  Mr.  Titmouse  were  thrown  upon 
his  opponent  Mr.  Delamere— a  just  penalty 
for  his  wanton  and  presumptuous  attempt. 
This  decision  was  welcomed  by  the  crowd 
in  the  committee-room  with  clapping  of 
hands,  stamping  of  feet,  and  cheering.— 
Such  was  the  fate  of  the  Yattow  Peti- 
tion. Mr.  Titmouse,  on  entering  the  House 
that  evening,  was  received  with  loud  cheers 
^om  the  ministerial  benches :  and  within 
m  few  minutes  at^rwards,  Lord  Frederick 
Brackenbury,  to  ffive  the  House  and  the  pub- 
He  an  idea  of  uie  important  service  per- 
rbnned  by  the  committee,  rose  and  moved 
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that  the  emdenee  ihoM  U 
was  ordered. 

The  next  day  a  very  distinguished  patriot 
gathered  some  of  the  blooming  fruit  of  the 
Bill  for  Giving  Everybody  £very1hini^ 
not  for  himself  personafly,  however^  but  qm 
a  trustee  for  the  pubHe  i  sa,  at  least,  I  should 
infer  from  the  following  fact,  that  whereas, 
in  the  momihg,  his  balance  at  his  banker's 
was  exactly  £3^  iOs,  1^, — by  the  afiev- 
noon,  it  was  suddenly  augmented  to  J^003| 
104.  7i(/.«*-6hortly  expressed  thus  :— 

"£3:  iO:  7irf. -4-dB3000=:je3003: 

10:7irf." 

Thus  mi^ht  my  friend  Titmouse  exclaim^ 
"  Out  of  this  nettle  danger  Tve  plucked  the 
flower  M{^e/y./"  'Twas,  indeed,  fortunate 
for  the  country,  that  such,  and  so  early,  had 
been  the  termination  of  the  contest  for  the 
representation  of  Yatton;  for  it  enabled  Mr. 
Titmouse  at  once  to  enter,  with  all  the  en- 
ergy belonging  to  his  character,  upon  the 
discharge  of  his  legislatorial  functions.  The 
very  next  day  after  his  own  seat  had  beea 
secured  to  him  by  the  decision  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  was  balloted  for,  and  chosen  one 
of  the  members  of  a  eommittee,  of  whieh 
Swindle  O*  Gibbet^  Etquirey  was  chairmaii« 
for  trying  the  validity  of  the  return  of  twe 
Tory  impostors  for  an  Irish  county.  So 
marvellously  quick  an  insight  into  me  me> 
rits  of  the  case  did  he  and  hiS  brethrenin  the 
committee  obtain,  that  they  intimated,  on 
the  conclusion  of  the  petitioner's  counsel's 
opening  address,  that  it  would  be  quite  en* 
perfluous  for  him  to  call  witnesses  in  sap- 
port  of  a  statement  of  facts,  which  it  was 
presumed  the  sitting  members  coeld.  noc 
think  of  seriously  oontesting.  Against  this, 
the  sitting  member's  counsel  remonstrated 
with  indignant  energy,  on  which  the  com* 
mittee  thought  it  best  to  let  him  take  his 
own  course,  which  would  entail  its  own 
consequences;  viz.,  that  the  opposition  to 
the  petition  would  be  voted  frivoloos  and 
vexatious.  A  vast  deal  of  evidence  was 
then  adduced,  after  which,  as  might  ha^e 
been  expected,  thecommittee  reported  to  the 
House,  that  Lord  Beverly  de  Wynston 
(who  owned  half  the  county  for  wliich  he 
had  presumed  to  stand)  and  Sir  Harry  Ed- 
dington  fwho  owned  pretty  nearly  the  otiier 
half)  had  been  undnlv  returned;  that  two 
most  respectable  gentlemen,  Mr»  O'Shirt- 
less  and  Mr.  O'Toddy,  (the  one  a  discarded 
attorney's  clerk,  and  the  other  an  insolveni 
publican,  neither  of  whom  had  ever  been  in 
the  county  till  the  time  of  the  election,) 
ought  to  have  been  returned ;  and  the  eleric 
of  the  House  was  to  ameui  >3ba  tknox^  ^rp^ 
cordlngV^  •,  mA  V\v;k\.  ^^  «^yjwCmsol  n»  ^^^ 
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jMlHioii  had  been  fHreloas  and  Texatioas. 
Mr.  Titmoaee  after  this  fonned  an  intimate 
•  aeqnaintanee  with  the  two  gentlemen  whom, 
hmnitely  to  their  own  astonishment,  he  had 
Mped  to  seat  for  the  coun^r,  and  who  had 
many  qnditles  kindred  to  his  own,  princi- 
pally in  the  matter  of  dress  and  drink.  Very 
•shortly  afterwards,  he  was  elected  one  of  a 
committee  to  enqaire  into  the  state  of  the 
operation  of  the  Usary  Laws,  and  another, 
^a  still  more  important  character — ^viz.:  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  our  relations  with 
foreign  powers,  with  reference  to  free  trade 
and  the  permanent  preservation  of  peace. 
They  continaed  sitting  for  a  montn,  and 
thus  stated  the  luminous  result  of  their  en- 

fulry  and  deliberation,  in  their  report  to  the 
louse :— **That  the  only  effectual  mode  of 
■eouring  permanently  the  good-will  of  for- 
eign powers,  was  by  removing  all  restric- 
tions upon  their  imports  into  this  country, 
and  fanposinff  prohibitory  duties  upon  our 
exports  into  theirs ;  at  the  same  time  redu- 
cing our  naTal  and  military  establishments 
to  a  point  which  should  never  thereafter  oc- 
easion  uneasiness  to  any  foreign  power.** 
He  also  served  on  one  or  two  private  com- 
mittees, attended  by  counsel.  In  the  course 
of  their  enquiries  many  very  difficult  and 
complicated  ouestions  arose,  which  called 
Ibrth  great  aoility  on  the  part  of  counsel. 
On  one  occasion,  in  particular,  I  recollect 
that  Mr.  Dkfth,  one  of  the  most  dexterous 
and  subtle  reasoners  to  be  found  at  the 
English  bar,  havin?  started  the  great  ques- 
tion really  at  issue  between  the  parties,  ad- 
dressed a  long  and  most  masterly  arfirument 
to  the  committee.  He  found  himself,  after 
Some  time,  making  rapid  way  with  them ; 
and,  in  particular,  there  were  indications 
that  he  had  at  length  powerfully  arrested 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Titmouse,  who,  his 
chin  resting  on  his  open  hand,  and  his  el- 
bow on  the  table,  learned  forward  towards 
Mr.  Depth,  on  whom  he  fixed  his  eye  ap- 
parently with  deep  attention.  How  mista- 
ken, however,  was  Depth !  Titmouse  was 
thinking  all  the  while  of  two  Tery  different 
matters;  riz.,  whether  he  could  possibly 
•it  it  out  without  a  bottle  of  soda-water,  la- 
bcurinff,  as  he  was,  under  the  sickening  ef- 
fects of  excessive  potations  over  night ;  and 
also  whether  his  favourite  little  terrier,  Tit- 
tVf  would  win  or  lose  in  her  encounter  on 
ttie  morrow  with  fifty  rats — ^that  being  the 
mmiber  which  Mr.  Titmouse  had  bet  three 
to  one  she  would  kill  in  three  minutes* 
lime.  The  decision  to  which  that  commit- 
tee might  comoi  would  affect  interests  to 
ilie  aiDoant  of  nearly  a  miTWon  axetWu^^^ivd 


handsome  apartments  at  the  Albany.  Tot 
miffht  generally  have  seen  him,  about  la 
o*(»ock  in  the  morning,  (or  say  hodtc, 
when  his  attendance  was  not  required  upos 
committees,)  reclining  on  his  sofa,  eova* 
loped  in  a  yellow  figured  satin  dressiaf- 
gown,  smoking  an  enormous  hookah ;  wiSi 
a  little  table  before  him,  with  a  decanter  of 
^n,  cold  water,  and  a  tumbler  or  two  opoa 
It.  On  a  large  round  table  near  him  laj  t 
great  number  of  dinner  and  evening  caros, 
notes,  letters,  public  and  private,  vote-pa* 
pers  and  Parliamentary  reports.  Besida 
nim,  on  the  sofa,  lay  the  last  number  of  tha 
Sunday  Flash — ^to  which,  and  to  the  New 
gate  Calendar,  bis  reading  was,  in  fact,  al- 
most entirely  confined.  Over  his  maotd- 
piecewasalarge  hideous  oil-painting  of  tv« 
brawny  and  half-naked  ruflaans,  in  boxing 
attitude ;  opposite  was  a  very  large  pictun 
(for  which  ne  had  given  seventy  guinett) 
of  Lord  Scaramouches  dog  Nestor,  in  hit 
famous  encounter  with  two  hundred  xati, 
which  he  killed  in  the  astonishingly  sboit 
space  of  seven  minutes  and  fifteen  secondi. 
Opposite  to  the  door,  however,  was  thi 
great  j>pint  of  attraction;  viz.,  a  full-leDgth 
portrau  of  Titmouse  himself.  His  neck  wii 
oare,  his  ample  shirt-collars  beinf  throws 
down  over  his  shoulders,  and  his  race  look* 
ing  upwards.  The  artist  had  laboured  hard 
to  ^ve  it  that  fine  indignant  expression  witk 
which,  in  pictures  of  men  of  genius,  th^ 
are  firenerally  represented  as  looking  up  to* 
wards  the  moon ;  but  nature  was  too  stroof 
for  him — ^his  eye  too  accurate,  and  his  bruti 
too  obedient  to  his  eye;  so  that  theonljex- 
pression  he  could  bnng  out,  was  one  of  \tt 
nocent  and  stupid  wonder.  A  rick  greea 
mantle  enveloped  his  figiire;  and  amidst  Hi 
picturesque  folds,  was  visible  his  left  haod, 
holding  them  together,  and  with  a  glitteriiig 
ring  on  the  first  and  last  fingers.  In  out 
comer  of  the  roonl,  on  a  table,  were  a  pair 
of  foils;  and  on  the  ground  near  them,  threa 
or  four  pairs  of  boxitig-gloves.  On  anotbtf 
table  lay  a  guitar— on  another,  a  violio;  oa 
both  of  which  delightful  instruments  be  wai 
taking  almost  daily  lessons.  Though  tlia 
room  was  both  elegantly  and  expensivelj 
furnished,  (according  to  the  taste  of  iufa^ 
mer  occupant,)  it  was  now  rc^iolent— at 
were  Mr.  Titmouse's  clothes— of  the  odoon 
of  tobacco-smoke  and  grin  and  water.  Hera 
it  was  that  Mr.  Titmouse  would  ofVen  spend 
hour  after  hour  boxing  with  Billy  Bully,  tba 
celebrated  prize-fighter  and  pickpocket;  or, 
when  somewhat  far  crone  in  liquor,  plajiiC 
cribbage,  or  put,  wim  his  valet — an  ait^ 
impudent  fellow,  who  had  gained  great  if 


Ai^bl  or  might  not  occasion  a  monatroxjA  \iw-\^^«f»^  csH«t\v\\^« 
wmmoD  of  vested  rights!  \    ^^  ^«^,  ^^  >^js^«^-^^Aj»v^  VJfcfc  n:!^ 

He  still  contiDiiad  to  oocapi  \tt»  ^i«rj\«i»«t  ^"^  \A«a^>MJV{.  ^»x.'\\\Htf»»Nsa  x 
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:  t&ne  Terj  (|aiet  there.  He  saw  the 
««ity  of  attentively  watching  erery  thing 
paraed  aiound  him,  in  order  to  become 
tical]  J  famitiar  with  the  routine  of  bu- 
M,  before  he  ventured  to  step  forward 
action,  and  distinf^h  himself.  He 
not  been  long,  however,  thus  prudently 
ipied,  when  an  occasion  presented  it- 
of  which  he  availed  himself  with  all 
bold  felicitous  promptitude  of  genius — 
«e  prime  distinguishing  characteristic 
le  successful  seizure  of  opportunity.  He 
lenly  saw  that  he  should  be  able  to  bring 
play  an  early  accomplishment  of  his — 
locomplishment  of  which,  when  ncqni- 
it,  how  little  he  dreamed  of  the  signal 
to  which  it  miffbt  be  afterwards  tum- 
The  great  Lord  Coke  hath  somewhere 
to  the  legal  student,  that  there  is  no 
I  or  decree  of  knowledge  whatsoever, 
ppaienuy  vain  and  useless  that  it  shall 
if  remembered,  at  one  time  or  other 
e  his  purpose.  Thus  it  seemed  about 
9  with  Mr.  Titmouse,  to  whom  it  chan- 
in  this  wise.  In  early  life,  while  fol- 
n^  the  humble  calling  m  which  he  was 
pied  when  first  presented  to  the  reader, 
sed  to  amuse  himself,  in  his  long  jour- 
I  about  the  streets,  with  bundle  and 
-measure  under  his  arm,  by  imitating 
mes  of  cats,  the  crowing  oi  cocks,  the 
•aking  of  pigs,  the  braying  of  donkeys, 
the  yelping  of  curs;  in  which  matters 
ecame  at  length  so  great  a  proficient,  as 
;tract  the  admiring  attention  of  passers- 
and  to  afford  great  amusement  to  thecir- 
in  which  he  visited.  There  is  proba- 
no  man  living,  though  ever  so  great  a 
,  that  cannot  do  something  or  other  well ; 
Titmouse  became  a  surpnsingnroficient 
he  arts  I  have  alludea  to.  He  could 
ate  a  hhe^tottk  fly  buzzing  about  the 
iow,  and,  lighting  upon  it,  abruptly 
e  its  little  noise,  and,  anon  flying  &ff 
n,  as  suddenly  resume  it; — a  ehicAen, 
inff  its  way  cautiously  among  the  grow- 
cabbages; — a  eat,  at  midnight  on  the 
nlit  tiles,  pouring  forth  the  sorrows  of 
heart  on  account  of  the  absence  of  her 
nstant  mate ; — a  eoek,  suddenly  waking 
of  some  horrid  dream — ^it  may  be  the 
itmare— and,  in  the  ecstacy  of  its  fright, 
dng  as  though  it  would  split  at  once  its 
at  and  heart,  alarming  all  mankind ; — 
tie  eur,  yelping  with  mingled  fear  and 
,  at  the  same  time,  as  it  were,  advano- 
backwards,  in  view  of  a  fiendish  tom- 
with  high-curved  back,  flaming  eyes, 
spitting  fury. — I  only  wish  jrou  had 
"d  Mr.  Titmonse  on  these  occasions;  it 
ht,  perhaps,  even  have  reminded  you  of 
obMiTstion  of  Doctor  Johnson,  that  ge- 


nius is  great  natural  powers  accidental^ 
directed. 

Now  there  was,  on  a  certain  night,  about 
three  months  after  Titmouse  had  been  in  iht 
House,  a  kind  of  pitched  battle  between  thd 
Ministrt  and  their  formidable  opponents; 
in  which  Ihe  speakers  on  each  side  did  iheix 
best  to  prove  that  their  opponents  were  apos- 
tates ;  utterly  worthless ;  destitute  alike  of 
public  and  private  virtue;  unfit  to  govern; 
and  unworthy  of  the  copfidence  of  the  coun- 
try. My  Lord  Bulfinch  rose,  late  on  the 
tmrd  evening  of  the  debate — ^neverhad  been 
seen  so  full  a  House  during  the  sessioiw^ 
and  in  a  lone;  and  able  speech  contended^ 
(first,)  that  tne  opposite  side  were  selfish, 
ignorant,  and  dishonest;  and,  (secondly,) 
mat  Ministers  had  only  imitated  their  ex- 
ample. He  was  vehemently  cheered  firom 
time  to  time,  and  sate  dovm  amidst  a  tem- 
pest of  applause.  Up  then  rose  the  ex-min- 
ister and  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  in  a 
very  few  moments  there  was  scarce  a  sound 
to  he  heard,  except  ^at  of  the  delicioot 
voice-— at  once  clear,  harmonious,  distinct 
in  utterance,  and  varied  in  intonation— of 
incomparably  the  finest  Parliamentary  ora- 
tor of  the  day.  Ma.  Vivid.  The  hearts  of 
those  around  him,  who  centred  all  their 
hopes  in  him,  beat  with  anxious  pride.  He 
had  a  noble  cast  ofcountenance— a  brilliant 
eye— strongly  marked  and  most  expressive 
features— a  commanding  figure — a  graceful 
and  winning  address.  His  language,  re- 
fined, copious,  and  vigorous,  every  word  he 
uttered  told.  His  illustrations  were  as  rich 
and  apt  as  his  reasonings  were  close  and  co- 
gent ;  and  his  powera  of  ridicule  were  un- 
rivalled. On  the  present  occasion  he  was 
thoroughly  roused,  and  put  forth  all  his 
powers:  he  and  Lord  Bulfinch  had  been 
waiting  for  each  other  during  the  whole  de- 
bate; and  now  Mr.  Vivid  had  the  reply, 
and  truly  regarded  himself  as  ^he  mouth- 
piece of  a  great  and  grievously  slandered 
party  in  the  state,  whom  he  had  risen  to 
vindicate  from  the  elaborate  and  envenomed 
aspersions  of  Lord  Bulfinch,  who  sat,  speed  • 
ily  pierced  through  and  through  with  the 
arrows  of  poignant  sarcasm,  amidst  ths 
loud  laughter  of  even  his  own  side,  so  irrs* 
sistible  was  the  humoui  of  the  speaker. 
Even  Mr.  O'Gibbet,  who  had  been  from 
time  to  time  exclaiming,  half  aloud,  to  those 
around—'*  Och  the  pitiful  fellow!  The  stn* 
ped  baste ! — Nivir  mind  him — divil  a  word, 
my  lord  !^ — was  at  length  subdued  into  si- 
lence. In  fact,  the  whole  house  was  with 
the  brilliant  and  impassioned  speaker.  Evi^ 
]  ry  now  and  then  vehement  and  lumultnoos 
I  cheering  would  \mT«X  lat^lws«k^^^fV^f^ 
\  ntLon  as  fictu  one  ttaa,  %x«p««wA  V^  '^'^^ 
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hemcntand  detennined  cheering  from  the 
ministerial  benches;  but  you  could  not  fail 
to  observe  an  anxious  and  alarmed  expres- 
sion stealingr  over  the  faces  of  Lord  jBuI- 
finches  supporters.  His  lordship  sat  immo- 
vably, with  his  arms  folded,  ana  eyes  fixed 
on  his  opponent,  and  a  bitter  smile  on  his 
face,  g^lancing  frequently,  however,  witii 
increasing  anxiety  towards  Mb.  O'Squeal, 
the  only  ^^  great  gun,*'  he  had  lefU—that 
gentleman  having  undertaken  {infeUx  puer^ 
aiqut  impar  congretsus  jichilU .')  to  reply  Id 
Mr.  Vivid.  Poor  Mr.  O'Squeal  himself 
looked  pale  and  dispirited,  and  would 
probably  have  given  up  all  his  little  pros- 
pects to  be  able  to  sneak  away  from  the 
post  he  had  so  eagerly  occupied,  and  de- 
Tolve  upon  others  me  responsibility  of  re- 


plyi 
area 


ng  to  a  speech  looming  more  find  more 
idfu!  " 


IreadfuUy    upon  his    trembling    faculties 

eveij  moment,  as  infinitely  more  formida- 
ble m  all  points  of  view  than  any  thing  he 

had  anticipated.  The  speech  must  electrify 

the  public,  even  as  it  was  then  electrifying 

the  House.    He  held  a  sheet  of  paper  in 

one  hand,  resting  on  his  knee,  and  a  pen  in 

the  other,  with  which  he  incessantly  took 

notes— only  to  disguise  his  fright;  for  his 

mind  went  not  wiUi  his  pen — all  he  heard 

was  above  and  beyond  him ; — ^he  might  as 

well  think  of  whistling  down  a  whirlwind ; 

jet  there  was  no  escape  for  him.    Was  the 

mieasy  eye  of  Lord  Bulfinch,  more  and  more 

frequently  directed  towards  him,  calculated 

to  calm  or  encoura^  him  1  or  the  sight  of 

the  adroit,  sarcastic,  and  brilliant  debater 

sitting  opposite,  who  had  his  eye  on  Mr. 

O'Squesd,  and  was  evidently  to  rise  and 

reply  to  him?    Mr.  O'Squeal  began  to  feel 

cold  as  death,  and  at  length  burst  into  a 

cold  perspiration.  After  a  two  hours'  speech, 

of  uncommon  power  and  brilliance,  Mr. 

Vivid  wound  up  with  a  rapid  and  striking 

recapitulatlbn  of  the  leading  points  of  his 

policy  when  in  power,  whicji,  he  contend- 
ed, were  in  triumphant  contrast  with  those 

of  his  successors,  which  were  wavering,  in* 

consistent,  perilous  to  every  national  inte- 
rest, and  in  despicable  subservience  to  the 

Tilest  and  lowest  impulses.    **And  now, 

sir,"  Bi\d  Mr.  Vivid,  turning  to  the  Speaker, 

and  t^ien  directipg  a  bold  and  indignant 

glance  of  defiance  at  Lord  Bulfinch — ^^does 

the  noble  lord  opposite  pXli  of— «mpeacA- 

ment !    I  ask  him  in  the  face  of  this  House, 

and  of  the  vaole  country,  whose  eyes  are 

fixed  upon  It  with  anxiety  and  agitation — 

will  he  presimie  to  repeat  his  £reat?  or -    ^. 

will  any  one  on  his  behalf !"— (turning  a   interruption  similar  to  tliat  which  Mr.  VM 

glance  of  withering  scorn   towards    Mr.  I  bad  experienced.    He  was  nerrous  and  fi^ 

O'i^aea]) — "Sir,!  pause  ioiatcv'^^V^ — W«X^— ^a^eiU  he  might  be ;  and  would  malt 

And  he  did seyerai  aecoivda  e\aiavd^  \^\^a»M«A\^V'a?»^^oax^'^%.^^^ 

dead  silence,  which  was  pica«ii)i^,\LON«A\ixASJDaxTv\x^^^ 


ever,  broken  in  a  manner  that  to  per 
feotly  unprecedented,  and  moot  astounduf 
'Twas  a  reply  to  his  nueation ;  but  such  at, 
had  he  anticipated  it,  ne  would  never  ban 
put  the  question,  or  paused  for  its  answer. 
**  CackrOrdoodU'do-O'Q-o  !*^  issued,  with  i^ 
imitable  fidelity  of  tone  and  manner,  froa 
immediately  behind  Lord  Bulfinch,  who 
started  from  his  seat  as  if  he  had  been  shoe 
Every  one  started ;  Mr.  Vivid  recoiled  i 
pace  or  two  from  the  table— and  then  a  o» 
veisal  peal  of  laughter  echoed  from  all 

auarters  of  the  House,  not  excepting  era 
le  strangers'  gallery.  The  Speaker  v» 
convulsed,  and  could  not  rise  to  call  ^  order.^ 
Lord  Bulfinch  laughed  himself  almost  istt 
fits;  even  those  immediately  behind  Mr. 
Vivid  were  giving  way  to  uncontrdlabk 
laughter,  at  so  comical  and  monstrous  n 
issue.  He  himself  tried  for  a  moment  to 
join  in  the  laugh,  but  in  vain ;  he  was  teni- 
bly  disconcerted  and  confounded.  1^ 
frightful  and  disgusting  incident  had  dosi 
away  with  the  effect  of  his  whole  speech; 
and  in  twenty-four  hoars'  time,  the  occoh 
rence  would  be  exciting  laughter  and  dch- 
sion  in  every  corner  of  the  kingdom. 

**  Order !  order !  order !"  cri^  the  Sped* 
er,  his  face  red  and  swollen  with  scaiee 
subdued,  laughter.  Several  times  Mr.  Virii 
attempted  to  resume,  only,  however,  oea* 
sioning  renewed  laughter.  Still  he  pen^ 
vered ;  and,  with  much  presence  of  mini 
made  a  pointed  and  witty  allusion  to  Robo 
saved  by  the  cackling  of  a  goose.  Tm, 
however,  plainly  useless;  and  afWranh 
ment  or  two's  pause  of  irresolution,  hejieU- 
ed  to  his  fate,  with  visible  vexation  ahniflp 
ly  concluded  his  observations,  gathen^d  ht>> 
tily  together  his  papers,  and  resumed  fan  I 
seat  and  his  hat^— a  sigrnal  for  reoewei 
laughter  and  triumphant  cheering  from  thi 
ministerial  side  ot  the  House.  Up  thfl 
started  Mr.  O^Squeal — and,  despite  his  ^ 
surb  and  extravagant  gesticulation,  and  H^ 
fectly  frightful  tone  of  voice,  dashed  botdh 
off  at  one  or  two  of  the  weakest  points  wbki 
had  been  made  by  his  discomfited  adr»n- 
ry,  which  he  dealt  with  very  dexierooslj; 
and  then  threw  up  a  vast  number  of  rhefcod- 
cal  fireworks,  amidst  the  glitter  and  bias 
of  which  he  sat  down,  and  was  enthnsiasb- 
cally  cheered.  'Twas  my  friend  Mr.  TO 
mouse  Uiat  had  worked  this  wonder,  aa^ 
entirely  changed  the  fate  of  the  day.  Tp 
rose  Mr.  O'Squeal's  dreaded  opponent^-bal 
in  vain ;  he  was  quite  crestfallen ;  evideatlj 
in  momentary  a|pprehension  of  receiviitf  ai 
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difficulty)  lestniined  by  Lord  Bulfinch,  on 
the  ground  that  the  desired  effect  had  been 
produced)  and  would  be  only  impaired  by  a 
repetition.  The  debate  came  somewhat  ab- 
ruptly to  a  close,  and  th^  Opposition  were 
b^ten  by  a  majority  of  a  hundred  and  thirty^ 
which  looked  somethingr  like  a  working  ma- 
jority. 

This  happy  occurrence  at  once  brought 
Mr.  Titmouse  into  notice,  and  very  great 
favour  with  his  party; — well,  indeed,  it 
jnight,  for  he  had  become  a  most  powerful 
^axillary,  and  need  it  be  added  how  dreaded 
mnd  detested  he  was  by  their  opponents  ?— 
How  could  it  be  otherwise,  with  even  their 
leadingr  speakers,  who  could  scarce  ever  af- 
terwards venture  on  any  thing  a  little  out  of 
the  common  way — a  little  higher  flight  than 
usual — bein?  in  momentary  apprehension  of 
some  such  disgusting  and  ludicrous  inter- 
ruption as  the  one  1  have  mentioned,  indi- 
cating the  eflect  which  the  speaker  was 
producing  upon — a  cat,  a  donkey,  a  cock, 
or  a  puppy  t  Ah,  me !  what  a  sheepV  eye 
each  of  them  cast,  aa  he  went  on,  towards 
Titmouse  T  And  if  ever  he  was  observed 
to  be  absent,  there  was  a  sensible  improve- 
ment in  the  tone  and  spirit  of  the  Opposi-" 
tion  speakers.  The  ministerial  journals  all 
over  tne  country  worked  the  joke  well ;  and 
in  their  leadingr  articles  against  any  Of  Mr. 
Yivid's  speecTies,  would  '*sum  up  all  in 
one  memorable  word — •coc^-flKfoorf/c-doo  / ' " 

As  is  firenerally  the  case,  the  signal  suc- 
cess of  Mr.  Titmouse  brought  into  the  field 
a  host  of  imitators  in  the  House ;  and  their 
performances,  inferior  though  they  were, 
oecoming  more  and  more  frequent,  gave 

Snite  a  new  character  to  the  proceedings  of 
lat  diornified  deliberative  assembly.  At 
length,  however,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
pass  a  resolution  of  the  House  against  such 
practices ;  and  it  was  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals, that  thenceforth  no  honourable  mem- 
ber should  interrupt  business  by,  whistling, 
singincr,  or  imitating  the  sounds  of  animals, 
or  making  any  other  disgusting  noise  what- 
soever. 

The  political  importance  thus  acquired 
by  Mr^  Titmouse— and  which  he  enjoyed 
till  the  passing  of  the  above  resolution,  by 
i^hich  it  was  cut  up  root  and  branch — had 
naturally  a  very  elevating  eflect  upon  him ; 
as  you  might  have  perceived,  had  you  only 
once  seen  him  swaggering  along  the  House 
to  his  seat  behind  fie  front  Treasury  bench, 
dressed  in  his  usual  style  of  fashioii,  and 
with  hi«  Quizzing-glass  stuck  into  his  eye. 
Mr.  O'Giobet  invariably  greeted  him  with 
the  utmost  cordiality,  and  would  often,  at 
a  pinchin?  part  of  an  Opposition  speech, 
Cam  round  and  invoke  his  powers,  oy  the 
exclamation — ^'Now,  now,  Titty!'*     He 


dined,  in  due  course,  with  the  Speaker— as 
usual,  in  full  court-dress ;  and,  having  got 
a  little  champagne  in  his  head,  insisted  on 
going  through  his  leading  ^*  imitations,**  in- 
nnitely  to  the  amusement  of  some  half  dozen 
of  the  guests,  and  all  the  servants.  His  cir- 
cle of  acquaintance  was  extending  every 
day ;  he  became  a  very  welcome  guest,  m 
an  object  of  real  curiosity.  He  was  not  a 
man,  however,  to.  be  always  enioying  the 
hospitality  of  others,  without  at  least  offer- 
ing a  return ;  and,  at  the  suggestion  of  an 
experienced  friend  in  the  House,  he  com- 
menced a  series  of"  parliamentary  dinners*' 
Tpresumptuous  little  puppy!)  at  the  Glid- 
aington  Hotel.  They  went  off  with  much 
eclat,  and  were  duly  chronicled  in  the  daily 
journals,  as  thus : — 

"On  Saturday,  Mr.  Titmouse,  M.  P., 
entertained  (his  third  dinner  given  this  ses- 
sion) at  the  Gliddington  Hotel,  the  follow- 
ing (amongst  others)  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons :  Sir  Simp- 
son Silly,  Mr.  Flummery,  Mr.  0*Gibbet, 
Mr.  Outlaw,  Lord  Beetle,  Mr.  0*Shirtless, 
Sir  Too  Raladdy,  Mr.  Tripe,  Mr.  Scum, 
and  a  dozen  others." 

%  Mr.  Titmouse,  at  length,  thouorht  himself 
warranted  in  inviting  Lord  Bulnnch ! — and 
the  Spbakkr!  !— and  Lord  Firebrand,  (the 
Foreign  Secretary ;)  all  of  whom,  however, 
very  politely  declined,  pleading  previous 
enga^ments.  I  can  hardly,  however,  give 
Mr.  Titmouse  the  credit  of  these  latter  pro- 
ceedings ;  which  were,  in  fact,  suggested  to 
him,  in  the  first  instance,  by  two  or  three 
young  wags  in  the  House ;  who,  baning  a 
little  difference  in  the  way  of  bringing  up, 
were  every  whit  as  great  fools  and  cox- 
combs as  himself,  and  equally  entitled  to 
the  confidence  of  their  favoured  constitn- 
encies  and  of  the  country,  as  so  calculated 
for  the  purpose  of  practical  legislation,  and 
that  remodelling  of  the  constitutions  of 
thb  country  upon  which  the  new  House  of 
Commons  seemed  bent.  'Twas  truly  de- 
lightful to  see  the  tables  of  these  young 
gentlemen  groaning  under  daily  accumula- 
tions of  Parliamentary  documents,  contain- 
ing all  sorts  of  political  and  statistical  in- 
formation, collected  and  published  with 
vast  labour  and  expense,  for  the  purpose 
of  informin{^  their  powerful  intellects  upon 
the  business  of  the  country,  so  that  they 
might  come  duly  prepared  to  ^e  impor- 
tant discussions  in  the  House,  on  all  ques- 
tions of  domestic  and  foreign  policy.  As 
for  Mr.  Titmouse,  he  never  relished  the 
idea  of  perusing  and  studying  these  trouble 
some  and  repulsive  documents — page  a^^ 
page,  filled  with  long:  xowa  of  &^t^>V<AvVss^ 
of  prices^  ot  ^xcWw^e*^  ^jLc.^'i^^^tVA  ^^  "^^ 
I  evidence,  Dcrbolim  el  lUtT«X\m^  ^:^^^  >». 
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question  and  answer  before  every  commit- 1  of  which  he  had  the  satne  kind  and  dem 


tee  that  sat;  all  sorts  of  expensive  and  trou- 
blesome **  returns,'*  moyed  for  by  any  one 
that  chose;  he  rather  contented  himself  with 
attending  to  what  went  on  in  the  House ;  and 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  all  the  documents 
in  question  became  the  perquisite  of  Mr. 
Titmouse's  yalet,  who  got  a  good  round  sum 
for  them  (uncut)  as  waste  paper. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  the  plea- 
sure which  my  little  friend  experienccKl,  in 
dispensing  the  little  f&vours  and  courtesies 
of  orders  for  the  gallery,  and  franks,  to  those 
who  applied  for  them ;  for  all  his  show  of 
feeling  it  a  "  bore*^  to  be  asked.  Twas  these 
little  matters  which,  as  it  were,  brought 
home  to  him  a  sense  of  his  dignity,  and 
made  him  feel  the  possession  of  station  and 
authority.  I  know  not  but  the  following 
application  was  not  more  gratifying  to  him 
than  any  which  he  received : — 

*«T.  Tagraff*s  best  resnecte  to  T.  Tit- 
mouse, Esq.,  M.  P.,  and  begs  to  say  how 
greatly  he  will  account  y*  favour  of  obtain- 
ing an  order  to  be  Admitted  to  the  Gallery 
of  the  House  of  Commons  for  to-morrow 
night,  to  hear  the  debate  on  the  Bill  for  Do- 
in^  away  with  the  Nuisance  of  Dustmen's 
cries,  of  a  morning. 

•'  With  Mrs.  T.^s  &  daughter's  comp*"." 

"  T.  Titmouse,  Esq.,  M.  P." 

On  receivinor  this.  Titmouse  looked  out 
for  the  finest  sheet  of  glossy  extra-superfine 
gilt  Bath  post,  scented,  and  wrote  as  fol- 
lows:— 


"  Please  To  Admit  y  Barer  To  The  Gal- 
ery  of  the  House  of  Commons.— -T.  Tit- 
mouse.   Wednesday,  March  6th,  18—." 

But  the  reader,  who  must  have  been  high- 
ly gpratified  by  the  unexpectedly  rapid  pro- 
gress of  Mr.  Titmouse  in  Parliamentary 
life,  will  be,  doubtless,  as  much  interested 
by  hearing  that  corresponding  distinction 
awaited  him  in  the  regions  of  science  and 
literature ;  his  pioneer  Uiither  being  one  who 
had  long  enjoyed  a  very  distinguishing  emi- 
nence ;  successfully  combining  the  character 
and  pursuits  of  scholar  and  philosopher,  with  • 
those  of  a  man  of  fashion— -t  mean  a  Doctor 
DiABOLUs  Ganorr.  Though  upwards  of  six- 
ty, he  found  means  so  effectually  to  disguise 
his  age,  that  he  would  have  passed  for  bare- 
'v  forty.  He  had  himself  so  strong  a  pre- 
dilection for  dress,  that  the  moment  he  saw 
Titmouse,  he  conceived  a  certain  secret  re- 
ftpect  for  that  gentleman ;  and,  in  fact,  the  two 


of  knowledge  that  is  possessed  of  En^Uk 
literature  by  an  old  governess  who  has  speil 
her  life  in  going  over  the  first  part  of  UDi- 
ley  Murray's  English  Grammar  with  elul- 
dren.    Just  so  much  did  the  Doctoi  know 
of  the  scope,  the  object,  the  application,  of 
the  mathematics.    His  great  distinguisUBi 
mark  was,  the  capability  of  rendering  the 
most  abstruse  science,  ^^ popular";  t.  e.  Bt- 
terly  unintellig*ble  to  those  who  did  und^ 
stand  science,  and  very  exciting  and  esto* 
taining  to  those  who  did  not*     He  kadi 
knack  of  getting  hold  of  obscure  and  st» 
ving  men  of  genius  and  science,  and  secn^ 
ly  availing  himself  of  their  labours.   Hi 
would  pay  them  with  comparative  liberally 
to  write,  in  an  elegant  style,  on  subjects  of 
pure  and  mixed  science:  but  when  pubtti^ 
ed,  the  name  of  Diabolut  Gander  would  » 
pear  upon  the  title-page ;  and,  to  enable  tM 
doctor  to  do  this  with  Mome  comfort  to  \m 
conscience,  he  would  actually  copy  out  tb 
whole  of  the  manuscript,  and  makeafev 
alterations  in  it.  But,  alas!  omne  quodtdi' 
gitfa:davili  and  it  invariably  happened  tba 
these  were  the  very  macuUs  pitched  Bpa^ 
exposed,  and  ridiculed  by  reviewers.   Ni 
man  could  spread  his  small  stock  overi 
larger  surface  than  Doctor  Gander;  noiai 
be  more  successful  in  ingratiating  himidr 
with  those  persons  so  useful  to  an  eati^ 
prising  empiric — viz.,  wealthy  fools,   hi 
paid  constant  court  to  Titmouse,  from  di 
first  moment  he  saw  him ;  and  took  di 
liberty  of  calling — unasked — the  very  vsA 
day,  at  his  rooms  in  the  Albany.    He  so* 
satisfied  Titmouse  that  he-— Gaiuier— mt 
great  philosopher,  whom  it  was  an  adfUh 
ta^e    and  a  distinction   to   be  acqnaisMd 
with.    He  took  my  little  admiring  friei^ 
for  instance,  to  hear  him — Gander— delivs 
a  lecture  at  the  Hanover  Snuare  Rot'iDS,li 
a  crowd  of  fashionable  ladies  and  old  fp^ 
tlemen,  who  greatly  applauded  all  he  salt 
upon  a  subject  equally  abstruse,  interfSUK 
and  instructive ;  viz.,  the  occult  qualitift s 
Trianglei.    In  short,  he  paid  anxious  td 
successful  court  to  Titmonse,  and  wast 
very  frequent  guest  at  his  dinner  table,  ft 
gave  Titmouse,  on  one  of  these  occasioii^ 
an  amusing  account  of  the  distinction  W 
longing  to  a  member  of  any  of  the  gnU 
learned  societies;  and,  in  fact,  quite  ii> 
flamed  his  little  imagination  upon  the  sift 
ject — sounding  him  as  to  his  w  ish  to  b^ 
come  a  member  of  some  great  society,  ii 
common  with  half  the  dukes,  roarqoenaii 
earls,  and  barons  in  the  kingdom — io  psP* 


dressed  ^reiiy  nearly  inl\\esame%t>)\e.  TVv«U^<^M\aT  his  own  august  kinsman,  the  Eiriflf 
Doctor  passed  for  a  phWosonYvei  *\tv  %oc\eV^.\\^T«^^\'ev^xytvV\swM>v\, 
He  had  spent  most  of  hVs  Aa^aVn  ^n\\\tv^\    ^^V^Vi--^--^^«tv^^^x^,-?-  ^^"^ 
youth  in  the  elements  of  tiic  ma^i\ema^A!s»^\mwlafc,v^^\A^^  Nto^A.  ^>s^>A 
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of  cbamp^pne,  with  the  bland  ttiid 
roluble  doctor — *'I — I — shouldnH  much 
lislike  a  thingambob  or  two  at  the  end  of 
Eny  namer-wnat's  the  figdzet'* 

^  Certainly,  I  myaelf,  as  a  zealous  lorer 
of  sciencef  my  dear  sir,  consider  her  honoars 
ilwrays  well  bestowed  on  those  eminent  in 
rank  and  station :  thonffh  they  may  not  haya 
gone  through  the,  drudgery  of  scientific  de* 
tailsy  sir,  their  countenance  irradiaiea  the. 
pale  cheek  of  unobtrusive  science-——** 

*«Ya— a — s,  'pon  honour,  it  certainly 
ioes,*^  quoth  Titmouse,  not  exactly,  how- 
erer,  comprehending  the  ddctor*s  fine  figure 
of  speech. 

"  Now,  look  you,  Mr.  Titmouse,**  con- 
tinaed  the  doctor,/*  the  greatest  society  in  all 
England,  out  and  out,  is  the  CftsDnLovs 
SociBT7.  I  happen  to  have  «ome  l^le  in- 
ilaence  there,  through  which  I  have  been 
able,  I  am  happy  to  say,  to  introduce  seyeral 
noblemen.** 

•♦Ha?eyon,by  Jovet  What  the  deril  do 
tiiey<2o  there?** 

.  "Do,  my  dear  sir!  They  meet  for  the 
pnipoee  of— consider  the  distinguished  men 
that  are  fellows  of  that  society !  It  was  only 
the  other  day  that  the  Duke  of  Tadcaster  told 
me  ^the  very  day  after  I  had  succeeded  in 
'getting  his  grace  elected,)  that  he  was  as 
fttmd  of  the  letters  *  P.  C.  S.*  added  to  his 
inine,  as  he  was  of  his  dukedom  !** 
•  ««By  Jove!  —  No — but — *pon  honour 
btight--did  he  t  Can  you  get  me  into  it  1** 
faq aired  Titmouse,  eagerly. 

^I— oh — ^why— you  see,. my  rery  dear 
•fa",  you're  certainly  rather  young,*'  quoth 
lie  doctor,  gravely,  pausing  and  rubbing  his 
iftin ;  ^*  fff  it  could  be  managed,  it  would  be 
( npleiidtd  thing  for  you — eh?** 

••  By  jingo,  I  should  think  so  !**  replied 
ntmouse. 

^  I  think  I*ve  been  asked  by  at  least  a 
kyften  noblemen  for  my  influence,  but  Pve 
mt  felt  myself  warranted ^** 

**  Oh,  well !  then  in  course  there*s  an  end 
t  it,*'  interrupted  Titmouse,  with  an  air  of 
Snappointraent ;  '*and  curse  me  if  ever  1 
nred  a  pin  about  it— I  see  I've  not  the 
rfiost  of  a  chance.** 

**  I  don't  know  ihaf  either,**  replied  the 
ioetor,  musingly.  His  design  had  been  all 
ilong  to  confer  sofiicient  obligation  on  Tit- 
feiotlse,  to  induce  him  to  lend  the  doctor  a 
iain  of  four  or  five  hundred  pounds,  to  em- 
bark in  some  wild  scheme  or  other,  and  also 
10  make  Titmouse  useful  to  him  for  other 
purposes,  from  time  to  timo— **  As  you  are 
ma  young,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  necessary 
in  some  sort  of  w?.y  to  give  you  a  sort  of 
«eientlfic  pretension—ah,  by  Archimedes! 
%ii  I  have  it  * — I  havo  it !    You  see,  I*? e  a 


treatise  hi  die  press,  and  neaily  read^  for 
publication,  upon  a  particularly  profound 
subject — ^but,  you'll  understand  me,  ex^ 
plained  in  a  perfectly  popular  manner— in 
fact,  my  dear  sir,  it  is  a  pnind  discovery  of 
my  own,  which  will  m  future  ages  bo 
placed  side  by  side  of  that  of  Sir  Isaac 
N«wton *" 

**  Is  A«  a  member  of  it  too  1"  inquiiad 
Titmouse. 

**  No,  my  dear  sir !  not  bodily ;  bu^  his 
apirit  is  with  us !  We  feel  it  influencing 
all  our  deliberations ;  though  he  died  a  quar* 
ter.of  a  century  before  we  were  established  I 
But  to  return  to  the  di$eovery  I  was  men* 
tioning;  as  Sir  Isaac  discovered  the  principle 
of  GRAVITATION,  (otherwise  weight,  or  heavi- 
ness,) so,  Mr.  Titmouse,  I  have  discovered 
the  principle  of  liohtnkss  !'* 

**  Y  ou  don't  say  so !  'Pon  my  life,  amax- 
ing !"  exclaimed  Mr.  Titmouse. 

^And  equally  true,  as  amazing.  As 
soon  as  I  shall  have  indicated  its  tendencies 
and  results,  my  discovery  will  eflfect  a  revo« 
lotion  in  the  existing  system  of  physical 
science." 

«'Ah!  that's  what  they  talked  about  in 
the  House  last  night— rn^o/ufion.  *Pon  my 
soul,  I  don't  like  revolution,  though  !'*  ex- 
claimed Titmouse,  uneasily. 

*'  I  am  speaking  of  somethiiiff  quite  dif- 
ferent, my  dear  Titmouse,"  said  Dr.  Gander* 
with  a  8li|[ht  appearance  of  pique ;  *'  but*  to 

froceed  with  what  I  had  inteiided.  Sino« 
have  been  sitting  herst  my  dear  sir,  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that  I  have  an  excellent  op* 
portimity  of  evincing  my  sense  of  yo^r 
kindness  towards  me.  Sir,  I  intend  to 
dbpicatb  my  work  to  you !" 

**  Sir,  you're  amazing  kind— -most  uncom- 
mon polite !"  quoth  Titmouse,  who  had  not 
the  Slightest  notion,  of  what  a  ^*  dedication'* 
meant.  Within  a  week  or  two's  time,  sure 
enough,  appeared  a  handsome  octavo  vo- 
lume, beautifully  printed,  and  splendidly 
bound,  entitled, 

^*  Researches  into  Phyaieal  Sdenee,  with 
a  view  to  the  Establishment  of  a  New 
Principle— 

**  LlOHTKKSS* 
BT 

**DiABOLUS  Oandbb,  Esqijibb,  LL.  D.; 

F.C.S.;Q.U.  A.  K.;  G.  O.  S.;  Secre- 
tary of  the  Empirieal  Society  f  Corres- 
ponding Member  of  the  Leipzie  Lunaiie 
Society  t  Vice-President  of  the  Peripatetic 
Gastronomic  Association  f  and  Member  of 
Seventeen  American  Philosophical  and  Lite- 
rary Societies,  &c^  &c.,  ^. 

And\tbol«\^s^.to\\o^\xl^*^\it«^ta8l^^  — 
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^  To  Tittlebat  Titmovsb,  Esqvirb,  M.  P.« 

&c.,  &c.t  &C.f 
This  volame  is  respectfully  inscribed,  by 
bis  obedient,  obliged, 

faithful,  humble  servant, 

DUBOLUS  Gamder«'* 

The  woik  hein?  vi^roasly  pushed,  and 
•ystemstically  puned  in  all  directions,  of 
course  brought  the  honoured  name  of  Mr. 
Titmouse  a  good  deal  before  the  scientific 
public ;  and  about  three  weeks  afterwards 
might  have  been  seen  the  following  **  Tes- 
timonial,** suspended  against  the  screen  of 
the  public  room  of  the  Credulous  Society, 
in  support  of  Mr.  Titmouse*s  pretensions  to 
be  elected  into  it  :— 

*^  Testimonial. —  We,  Ihe  undersigned. 
Fellows  of  the  Credulous  Society,  hereby, 
certify  that,  from  our  knowledge  of  Tittlk- 
'BAT  Titmouse,  Esquire,  M.  F.,  we  belieye 
him  to  be  a  gentleman  greatly  attached,  to 
recondite  science,  and  desirous  of  promoting 
its  interests ;  and  as  such,  deserving  of  being 
fleeted  a  Fellow  of  the  Credulous  Society. 

*'  Dreddlington. 

**  Tantallan. 

**  Wooden  Spoon. 

"  Flimsy  Crotchet. 

**  DiABOLus  Gander. 

**  Periwinkle  Parallelooeam. 

*•  Placid  Noodle." 

The  above  distinguished  names  were  pro- 
eured  by  Dr.  Gander;  and  thereupon  the 
election  of  Mr.  Titniouse  became  almost  a 
matter  of  ^ertainty — especially  as,  on  the 
appointer*  liay,  Dr.  Gander  procured  the 
attendance  of  some  amiable  old  gentlemen, 
fellows  of  the  society,  who  believed  the 
doctor  to  be  all  he  pretended  to  be.  The 
above  testimonial  having  been  read  from 
the  chair,  Mr.  Titmouse  was  balloted  for, 
and  declared  elected  unanimously  a  Fellow" 
of  the  Credulous  Society.  He  was  pre- 
Tented  from  attending  on  the  ensuing  meet* 
iug  by  a  great  debate,  and  an  expected  early 
division ;  then,  by  sheer  intoxication ;  and 
afrain  by  his  being  unable  to  return  in  time 
from  Croydon,  where  he  had  been  attending 
a  grand  prize-fi^ht,  being  the  backer  of  one 
of  the  principal  ruffians,  Billy  Bully,  his 
boxing-master.  On  the  fouAh  '  evening, 
however,  having  dined  with  the  Earl  of 
Dreddlington,  he  drove  with  his  lordship  to 
the  society*s  apartments,  was  formally  in- 
troduced, and  solemnly  admitted;  from 
which  time  he  was  entitled  to  have  his  name 
stand  thus:— > 

^'TtZTLBBAT   Titmouse,  Esq.,  M.  P., 

F.  C.S^^' 


social  distinctioDybut  that  he  came  to  a  veif 

sudden  rupture  with  his   **  guide,  philoso 

Jiher,  and   friend,"  Dr.  Gander,  whp,  at 
ength  venturingto  make  his  long-meditated 
application  to  Titmouse  for  a  temporaxy 
loan,  to  enable  him.  Dr.  Gander,  to  pio- 
secute  some  extensive  philosophical  expoi- 
ments — [t.  e.,  inter  notj   on   public   cre- 
dulity]— was  unhesitatingly  refused  bjTSir 
mouse ;  who,  on  being  preyed  by  the  doctor, 
abused  him  in  no  very  choice  terms— and 
finally  ordered  him  out  of  the  room!  He 
quitted  the  presence  of  his  unjrrateful  pnv 
tege  with  dis^st,  and  in  despair — nor  wit^ 
out  reason ;  for  that  very  night  he  receiTed 
a  propulsion  towards  the  Fleet  Prison,  wkki 
suggested  to  his  philosophical  mind  sevenl 
ingenious  reflections  concerning  the  atir» 
Hon  of  rtjpulsion.    There   he  lay  for  tbm 
months,  till  he  sent  for  the  creditor  whoba^ 
deposited  him  there,  and  who  had  beoi  kii 
bookseller  and  publisher;  and  the  doctor  n 
dazzled  him  by  the  outline  of  a  certain  lii^ 
rary  speculation— to  be  called  The  Gaioii 
Gallery — ^that  his  credulous  credilorI^ 
lented,  and  set  his  ingenious  and  t36» 
prising  debtor  once  more  at  large. 

But  to  return  to  Mr.  Titmouse.    It  wy 
not  long  afler  his  election  into  the  Credoloai 
Society,  that  a  deputation  from  the  coonii^ 
tee  of  the  Society  for  the  promotion  <fGd 
and  Religious  Diteord  Wfdied  npon  himal 
his  apartments  in  the  Albany,  to  solicit  hia, 
in  terms  the  most  flattering  and  compli 
ary,  to  preside  at  their  next  aimual  m 
at  the  Stonemasons*  Hall ;  and,  after 
modest  expressions  of  distrust  as  to  hit  i^ 
ness  for  so  distinguished  a  post,  he  yielded 
to  their  anxious  entreaties.     He  ordered  iii 
while  they  were  with  him,  a  Tery  sabstM* 
tial  lunch,  of  which  they  partook  with  wtt 
nite  relish ;  and  having  done  ample  joitin 
to  his  wines  and  spirits,  the  worthy  ^end^ 
men  withdrew,  charmed  with  the  wfett* 
gence  and  affability  of  their  distini 
host,  and  anticipating  that  they  should  kaif 
in  Mr.  Titmouse,  one  of  the  most  iifli| 
young  men  in  the  liberal  line,  a  verr  efia^ 
ive  chairman,  and  who  would  make  tbi 
meeting  go  off  with  great  eclat.     How  11^ 
mouse  could  have  got  through  the  taakk 
had  undertaken,  the  reader  must  be  kia 
conjecture ;  seeing  that,  in  point  of  hO, 
i«  circumstances,  over  which  he  had  noeet 
troV'  prevented  him  from  fulfilling  his  pf» 
mise.    The  meeting  waited  for  him  at  w 
three-quarters  of  an  hour;  when,  finding  titf 
neither  he  nor  any  tidings  of  him  came,  th^ 
elected  some  one  else  into  the  chair,  fli 


ffot  on  as  well  as  they  could.  I  daie  ef  f  '  ^ 
^^  t«&dec  is  nuher  cunous  to  know  hotrm  1^ 
— Ado  heaven  knows  bow  mucYi  \i\^V<ei  V^\  ^v»  «aMkfc  \o  ^%aA\  -wA  \  (e«l  it  my  dorf "  I  ^T* 
might  not  have  mounted,  in  the  ataVe  oiXaXaXfcSJQfcWAQsilwiiaiwv  ^^^M^^ssisi^^r  ^ 
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wr 


he  day  before  that  on  which  he  had  pro- 
led  to  preside  at  Stonemasons*  Hall,  he 
ed  out  with  one  or  two  choice  spirits ; 
,  about  two  o*filock  in  the  morning,  they 
sallied  forth,  hot  a  bit  the  hetier  for  wine, 
[uest  of  adventures.  Mr.  Titmouse  gave 
le  excellent  imitations  of  donke^,  cats, 

pigs,  as  they  walked  along  arm  in  arm ; 

?ery  nearly  succeeded  in  tripping  ap  an 
watchman,  who  had  crawled  out  to  an- 
nce  ^e  hour.     Then  they  rong  every 

they  passed ;  and,  encouraged  by  im- 


ity,  proceeded  to  sport  of  a  still  more,  pounds.     After  paying  a  couple  of  pounds 


resting  and  exciting  description;  viz. 
sting  knockers  off  doors.  Titmouse  was 
far  the  most  drunk  of  the  party,  and 
inched  off  several  knockers  in  a  very 
)Iute  and  reckless  manner,  placing  them 
(^essively  in  his  pocket — where,  also,  his 
ipanions  contrived,  unknown  to  him,  to 
osit  ihtir  spoils — ^till  the  weight  was 
fi  as  seriously  to  increase  the  diffiQulty 
:eeping  his  balance.  When  tired  of  this 
rt.  It  was  agreed  that  they  should  extin- 
ih  every  lamp  theyjpassed.  No  sooner 
I  than  done ;  and  Titmouse  volunteered 
ommence.  Assisted  by  his  companions, 
slambered  up  a  lamp-post  at  the  comer 
ft.  Jamo8*s  street;  and  holding  with  one 
d  by  the  bar,  while  his  legs  tsuing  round 
iron  post,  with  the  other  hand  he  opened 
window  of  th6  lamp ;  and  while  m  the 
of  blowing  it  out,  •*  Watch !  watch !" 
d  the  voices  of  several  people  rushing 
ad  the  comer;  a  rattle  was  sprung; 
ty  scampered  his  comnanions  in  different 
actions ;  and  after  holding  on  where  he 
I  for  a  moment  or  two,  in  confusion  and 
m,  down  he  slid,  and  dropped  into  the 
IS  oSUiree  watchmen,  around  whom  was 
[lered  a  little  crowd  of  persons,  all  of 
:>m  had  been  roused  from  sleep  by  the 
ling  of  their  bells,  and  the  noise  made  in 
nching  off  their  knockers.  A  pretty 
sion  they  all  were  in,  shaking  their  lists 
Lhe  face  of  the  captured  delinquent,  and 
ompanyingrhim,  with  menacing  gestures, 
the  watch^ouse.  There  having  been 
;1y  lodged,  he  was  put  into  a  darx  cell, 
pre  he  presently  fell  asleep ;  nor  did  he 
ke  till  he  was  summoned  to  so  off  to  the 
ice  office.  There  he  found  a  host  of 
tims  of  his  overnight*^  exploits.  He 
atly  denied  having  been  coneerned  in 
tpoiling  a  single  door  of  its  knocker— on 
ich  a  breeches-maker  near  him  furiously 
ed  up  the  prisoner's  coat-tails,  and  ex- 
imed,  eagerly — "Your  worship,  your 
rship!  see,  he's  got  his  knocket  full  of 
ikers  !  he's  got  his  knocket  full  of  peckers 


the  speaker's  attention  to  the  little  transpo* 
sition  of  letters  which  he  had  made  in  niv 
headlong  haste  to  detect  the  falsehood  of  the 
delinc^uent;  who,  finding  the  dismt!  strait 
to  which  he  was  driven,  and  feelirg  really 
very  ill,  begged  for  mercy— which,  after  a 
very  severe  rebuke,  confronted  by  seven 
knockers  lying  before  him  in  a  row,  all  of 
them  having  been  taken  out  of  his  own 
pockets,  he  obtained,  on  condition  of  his 
making  compensation  to  the  injured  parties, 
who  compounded  with    him    for   twelve 


to  the  poor-box,  he  was  discharged ;  crawled 
into  a  coach,  and,  in  a  very  sad  condition, 
reached  his  rooms  about  one  o'clock,  and 
got  into  bed  in  a  truly  deplorable  state- 
never  once  recollecting  that,  at  that  precise 
hour,  he  ougrht  to  have  been  taking  the  chair 
of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  for  the  Promo- 
tion of  Civil  and  Religious  Discord.  As, 
however,  his  misfortunes  were,  in  the  news- 
papers, assigned,  not  to  "Tittlebat  Tit- 
mouse,*' but  to  one  ^^John  Smith,**  the  exact 
state  of  the  case  never  transpired  to  the 
worthy  gentlemen  who  had  been  so  unao- 
countably  deprived  of  his  services ;  and  who, 
on  inquiry,  were  told  by  his  fluent  valet, 
that  Mr.  Titmouse's  late  hours  at  the  House 
had  brought  on  a  slight  and  sudden  attack  of 
— jaundice;  on  hearing  which,  they  begged 
he  might  be  assured  of  their  respectful  sym« 
pathy,  wS^  hearty  wishes  for  his  restora- 
tion ;  and  tried  very  hard  to  sound  the  valet 
on  the  subject  of  his  master's  compensating 
for  his  absence  by  some  donation  or  sub- 
scription ;  but  the  fellow  was  very  obtuse 
and  they  were  compelled  to  depart  disap- 
pointed. 

I  should  have  thought  that  the  foregoing 
would  have  proved  a  lesson  to  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse, and  restrained  him  for  some  time 
from  jrielding  to  his  cursed  propensity  to 
drink.  Yet  was  it  otherwise — and  I  shall 
tell  the  matter  exactly  as  it  happened. 
Within  a  fortnight  after  the  mischance  which 
I  have  above  described,  Titmouse  dined  with 
the  members  of  a  sort  of  pugilistic  cXib, 
which  met  every  fortnight,  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  matters  connected  with  the 
"  ring."  Un  the  present  occasion  there  had 
been  a  full  muster,  for  they  had  to  settle  the 
preliminaries  for  a  grand  contest  for  the 
championship  of  England — ^to  which  Tit- 
mouse's master,  Mr.  billy  Bully,  aspired. 
Titmouse  had  scarcely  ever  enjoyed  himself 
more  than  on  that  exciting  occasion;  and* 
confident  of  his  man,  had  backed  his  fa- 
vourite pretty  freely.  Towards  eleven 
o'clock,  he  found  the  room  very  close— and 
it  was  not  to  be  wondered  ^\^  'vVnkcw  ^^sq^ 


ce  here,  your  worship." "  Whet  do 

I  mean,  sir, by  such  gibberish  ?"  inquired  1  consider^  l\ve  ^TeaiMvJX  t^-atv^vj  t}lV«s^  ^^\ 
magisttate,  in  ed  Btem  a  tone  as  drewlhaidet  poil  mive,  %xA.  '^«iti«cA  •^'tk. ta^ 
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r«  whieh  tiia  litUe  wieloh  had«wallowad 
sittiiig  down  to  dinner-— however, 
about  the  hour  I  hare  named,  he.  Sir  Pomp- 
kiii  Puppy,  and  one  or  two  others,  all  with 
cigars  m  their  mouths,  sallied  forth  to  walk 
about  town,  in  search  of  sport.  I  have 
hardly  patience  to  write  it— -out  positiyely 
they  had  not  got  halfway  down  the  Hav- 
market,  when  they  got  into  a  downright 
'*  roii^i*'  and,  egged  on  by  his  companions, 
and  especially  inwardly  impelled  by  the 
deril  himself,  the  miserable  Titmouse,  after 
grossly  insultinfir  a  little,  one-eyed,  one-leg- 
ffed,  bald-headed  old  waterman  attached  to 
w  coach-stand  there,  challenged  him  to 
fight,  and  forthwith  flung  away  his  cigar, 
and  threw  himself  'into  boxing  attitude, 
amidst  the  jeers  and  laughter  of  the  specta- 
tors—who, however,  formed  a  sort  of  ring, 
in  a  trice.  At  it  they  went,  ifutanier.  Tit- 
moose  squared  about  with  a  sort  of  disdain- 
ful showiness — in  the  midst  of  which  he 
suddenly  received  a  nasty  teaser  on  his  nose 
and  shoulder,  from  his  active,  hardy,  and 
experienced  antagonist,  which  brought  htm 
to  the  ground,  the  blood  gushing  from  his 
nose  in  a  copious  stream.  Sir  Pumpkin 
quickl^r  picked  him  up,  shook  him,  ana  set 
him  fairly  at  his  man  again.  Nearer  and 
nearer  stumped  the  old  fellow  to  the  devoted 
^*  swell,*'  who,  evidently  groggy,  squared  in 
the  most  absurd  way  imaginable  for  a  mo- 
ment or  two,  when  he  received  his  enemy's 
one  two  in  his  eye,  and  on  his  mouth,  and 
again  dropped  down. 

**  He's  drunk — he  can't  fight  no  more  than 
a  baby;  I  won't  stand  against  him  any 
more,"  quoth  t^e  fiiir  and  stout-hearted  old 
waterman.  **  It  wam't  any  o'  my  seeking ; 
but  if  he  thought  to  come  it  over  an  old 
cripple  like  me''— «- 

** Bravo!  bravo!"  cried  his  comrades; 
**come  along,  old  chap— come  along!" 
said  one ;  **  if^L  don't  give  you  a  jolly  quar- 
tern, may  I  stick  here  without  a  fare  all  this 
blessed  night;"  and  the  speaker  led  off  the 
victor  to  the  public-house  opposite,  while 
Titmouse's  friends  led  him  off,  nearly  in- 
sensible, to  a  tavern  a  few  doors  off.  Having 
given  directions  that  he  should  be  forthwith 
taken  to  a  bed-room  and  washed,  they  or- 
dered broiled  bones  and  mulled  claret  for 
themselves.  AAer  about  an  hour  and  a 
half's  nap.  Titmouse,  who  probably  bad 
benefited  rather  than  suffered  from  his 
bloodletting,  rejoined  his  friends,  and  called 
fur  a  cigar  and  a  glass  of  cold  brandy  and 
water;  having  had  which,  they  set  off 
lioioeward;  he  reaching  his  'rooms  about 
one  o'clock,  with  a  very  black  eye,  a  swd- 
J0I1  nose  and  mouth,  a  very  t]h\cV  aM  \iA\v 


hibited  to  hi»  valet,  who  tM  him, 
preparing  for  him  a  glass  of  brandy  aal 
soda-water,  that  no  fewer  than  five  meassn 
gers  had  been  at  his  rooms*  While  he  wai 
yet  speaking,  a  thundering  knock  was  had 
at  the  outer  door,  and  on  its  being  opened,  ii 
rushed,  lireathlessly,  Mr.  Phellm  0*Doo& 
** Titmouse! — ^Titmouse!  Och,  murther 
and  thunder,  where  are  ye  1  Where  ban 
ye  been,  wid  ye  t"  he  gasped-— 

Too-m  l^Adj — 

Too-ra-l«4-tai  -tetf^— 

drowsily  sung  Tittaionse— 4t  being  part  of  i 
song  he  had  heard  thrice  encored  that  eTBi> 
ing  after  dinner^— at  the  same  time  slagg» 
ing  towards  0'Dood]e« 

**  Och,  botheration  take  jour  too-ra-hd^l 
Come,  fait— by  Jasus!  clap  your  hat  on  n^ 
button  your  coat,  and  off  to  the  House— i» 
madiately— or  iCs  all  up  with  us,  an'  mi 
we  go  every  mother's  son  of  as—an'  (k 
bastely  tories  '11  be  in.  Come!  come! off 
wid  ve,  I  say !    I've  a  coach  at  the  to 

"I — (hiccup) — ^I  shaTnt — ean\'poiBy 

life" 

'« Och,  off  wid  ye !— isn^t  it  mad  that  Mr. 
O'Cibbetiswidyet" 

**  He's  one  eye— ah,  ha !— «iid  one  kf^ 
Too-ra-laddy,"  hiccupped  the  joung  88Bi> 
tor. 

**  Divil  bum  me  if  I  donU  tie  ye  hands' 
foot  together !"  cried  O'Doodle,  impetaMS- 
ly.  *«  What  the  divil  have  ye  beenabos 
wid  that  black  eye  o'  yours,  and — bat  n 
spake  about  it  m  the  coach.  Off  wii 
ye !  Isn't  time  worth  a  hundred  poonii  i 
minute"— 

Within  a  minute  or  two*8  time,  O'Doodi 
had  got  him  safely  into  the  coach,  anSl  dc«i 
to  St.  Stephen's  they  rattled  at  top  speed. 
There  was  gpin^  pn,  indeed,  a  despenn 
fi^ht---a  final  trial    of   strength   betwes 
mmisters  and  the  opposition,  on  a  vole  (d 
want  of  confidence ;  and  a  diTision  ezpeetti 
every  minute.    Prodigioas   had  beea  tti 
efforts  of  both  parties — the  whip  unpraee 
dented.    Lord  Bulfinch  had,  early  m  tti 
evening,  explicitly  stated    that  mfaMlBf 
would  resi^  unless  they  gained  anuijM' 
and,  to  their  infinite  vexation  and  a9toBi» 
ment,  three  of  their  staunch  adherents— lit' 
mouse  being  one— were  missing  Jtisttl^ 
critical  moment.     The  opposiuon  had  kts 
more  fortunate ;  eveir  man  of  theift  y 
come  up — and  were  shouting  tieaiSBdaai^ 
•« Divide!  divide!  divide !'\--while, os « 


other  hand,  ministers  were  putting  i^ 
one  after  another,  to  speak  against  tm 
thouffhnot  one  syllable  they  said  eocUk* 


jen  nose  ana  moam,  a  vary  uwca.  ann  viMu%-\\a.o\iea  no(  one  syiiaoie  tney  said  eocM  w 
ttoet  ipeeeh,  and  unsieady  ata^i  Va  ^\^Va\V««A^vacsi^  \Kk  ^^.^a.  chance  of  tbdrta 
•  mom  wone  pickle  than  Via  haii  aa'saXvL-^  \l)^a«x^^TB«cw  ^Rraas^^^^^  M^^aa^^M 
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inisten  would, be  extetlyeTen  with 
K>nents;  in  which  case  they  had 
to  resign.  Up  the  stairs  and  into 
came  5*Docdie,  breathlessly,  vrith 
• 
,  my  dear  0*Doodle! — ^Titmonse, 

drunken  divil,  <  where  have  ye 
omihenced  Mr.  O'Cibbet,  on  whom 
B  stumbled  suddenly, 
ik  heayen!  Good  God,  how  for- 
exelaimed  Mr.  f^lupimery,  both  he 
libbet  being  in  a  state  of  intense 
md  great  excitement, 
ith  him  !-^n  with  him !— by  Joye, 
;learine  the  gallery  !*'  gasped  Mr. 
ry,  whue  he  rusheq  into  the  House, 

the  way  clear  for  0*Doodle  and 
t,  who  were  literally  carrying  in 
e  between  them. 

-Mr.  Flummery!**  gasped  0*Doo- 
re  won't  forget  what  I've  done  to* 
ill  yel" 

no— -honour!    In  with  Tou!    In 
1 !  ^  A  moment,  and  alPs  lost.** 
ver,  thej'  reached  the  House  in 
iilr.  0*Gtbbet  waving  his  hand  in 

I 

je  droll  little  divil !  where  have  ye 
ingt"  he  hastily  whispered,  as  he 
d  him  on  the  nearest  bench,  and  sat 
im.  He  took  off  his  hat,  and  wiped 
n?  head  and  face.  Gracious  heavens, 
triumph ! — ^and  in  the  very  nick  of 
be  had  saved  the  ministry!  Tre- 
i  was  now  the  uproar  in  the  House, 
very  one  present  shouting,  **  Divide ! 

ngers,  withdraw,**  cried  the  speaker, 
they  went,  with  an  air  of  tumultuous 
•pressible  excitement;  but,  throuc^h 
le,  the  ministers  triumphed.  The 
I  were  a&nounced^^ 


Ayes,  301 
Noes,  300 


J  for  miniiterSy 


c^h  hurst  forth  immense  cheering  on 
listerial  side  of  the  House,  and 
nt  counter-cheering  on  the  opposition 
lich  lasted  for  several  minutes.  The 
ndeed,  was  so  prodigious,  that  it 
roused  Titmouse  from  the  sort  of 
Dto  which  he  had  sunk.  Mr.  0*Doo- 
>mpanied  him  home ;  and,  after  tak- 
couple  of  tumblers  of  whisky  and 
rith  him,  took  his  departure— caring 

that  he  had  lefl  Titmouse  on  the 
I  a  state  of  dangerous  insensibility ; 
hich,  however,  in  due  time,  he  re- 
,  but  was  confined  to  his  bed,  by  a 

bilious  attsd^,  foT  nearly  a  weak* 


Mr.  0*Doodle*s  servises  to  the  governmeBl 
were  not  forffotten.  A  few  days  afterwards 
be  vacated  his  seat,  having  received  the 
appointment  of  sub-inspector  of  political 
caricatures  in  Ireland,  with  a  salaiV  of  six 
hundred  pounds  a  year  for  life.  His  place 
in  the  House  was  immediately  filled  up  by 
his  brother,  Mr.  Trigger  O'Doodle.  Pro- 
fuse were  Phelim*s  thanks  to  Mr.  O'Glbbet* 
when  that  gentlepaan  announced  to  him  his 
good  fortune,  exclaiming,  at  the  same  time 
with  a  sly  smile — ^**  Ye  see  what  it  is  to 
rinder  service  to  the  state— 4h,  ha !  Aisy^ 
aisy ! — softly,  say  I.  Isn*t  that  the  'way  to 
get  along  V 

The  injuries  which  Titmouse  had  received 
in  his  encounter  with  the  waterman— >I  mean 
principally  his  black  eye— prevented  him 
nrom  makinff  his  apnearance  in  public,  or  at 
Lord  Dredolineton^s,  or  in  the  House,  for 
several  days  alter  he  had  recovered  fron 
the  bilious  attack  of  which  I  have  spoken. 
His  non-attendance  at  the  House,  however» 
signified  little,  since  both  parties  had  been 
so  thoroughly  exhausted  by  their  late  trial 
of  strengu,  as  to  require  for  some  time  xeet 
and  Quietness,  to  enable  them  to  resume  the 
public  business  of  the  country.  As  soon  as 
nis  eye  was  fairly  convalescent,  the  first 
place  to  which  he  ventured  out  was  his  new 
residence  in  Park  Lane,  which,  having  boon  ^ 
taken  for  him,  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  Earl  of  Dreddlington  and  Mr.  Gammon, 
some  month  or  t«ft)  before,  was  now  rapidly 
being  furnished,  in  order  to  be  in  readiness 
to  receive  liis  lady  an^  himself,  immediately 
after  his  marriaf^e— his  parliamentary  duties 
not  adinitting  of  a  prolonged  absence  from 
town.  His  marriage  with  the  Lady  Cecilia  * 
had,  as  usual,  been  already  prematurely  an- 
nounced in  the  newspapers  several  times,  aa 
on  the  eve  flf  taking  place.  Their  courtship 
went  on  very  easily  and  smoothlv.  Neither 
of  them  seemed  ofmotw  for  uie  othei^a 
society,  though  they  contrived  to  evince,  in 
the  presence  o^  others,  a  decent  deme  of  ^ 
gratification  at  meeting  each  other,  lie  did 
all  which  he  was  instructed  it  was  necessary 
for  a  man  of  fiishion  to  do.  He  attended 
her  and  the  earl  to  the  opera  repeatedly,  aa 
also  to  other  places  of  rashionable  resort : 
he  had  danced  with  her  occasionally ;  but, 
to  tell  the  truth,  it  was  onlv  at  the  vehement 
instance  of  the  eari,  her  father,  that  she  ever 
consented  to  stand  up  with  one  whose  pei^ 
son,  whose  carriage,  whose  motions,  were 
so  unutterably  vulgar  and  ridiculous  as 
those  of  Mr.  Titmouse,  who  was  yet  ber 
affianced  husband.  He  had  made  her  several 
times  rather  expensive  piesenta  of  jewellery* 
and  woald  have  purchased  foe  has  a.  5?:^ 
.  stock  ot  c\otbititt,  VI  %\m^  -v  w^^\fifi«^  Y«:«S&i" 
I  tad  it.    lUYtfXmowwax,\i«ww^^«o««^ 
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^est  at  the  earl's  table,  where  he  was 
ander  greater  restraint  than  any  where  else. 
Of  such  indiscretions  and  eccentricities  as  I 
nave  juf  fc  been  recording,  they  knew,  or 
were  f/foperly  supposed  to  know,  nothing. 
Twa<  not  for  them  to  have  their  eyes  upon 
hira  while  sowing  his  wild  oats — so  thought 
the  earl ;  who,  however,  had  frequent  oc- 
casion for  congratulating  himself  m  respect 
of  Mr.  Titmouse's  political  celebrity,  and 
also  of  the  marks  of  distinction,  conferred 
upon  him  in  the  literary  and  scientific  world, 
or  which  the  earl  was  himself  so  distinguish- 
ed an  ornament  Titmouse  had  presented 
copies,  gorgeously  bound,  of  Dr.  Gander's 
Treatise  on  Lightness,  both  to  the  earl  and 
the  Lady  Cecuia ;  and  the  very  flattering 
dedieaiion  to  Titmouse,  by  Dr.  Gander,  really 
operated  not  a  little  in  his  favour  with  his 
future  lady.  What  effect  mi?ht  have  been 
produced  upon  her  ladyship,  nad  she  been 
apprized  of  the  fact,  that  the  aforesaid  dedi- 
cation had  appeared  in  only  a  hundred 
copies,  having  been  cancelled  directly  Dr. 
Gander  had  ascertained  the  futility  of  his 
expectations  from  Titmouse,  I  do  not  know ; 
but  I  believe  she  never  was  apprised  of  the 
fact.  As  far  as  his  dress  went,  she  had 
contrived,  through  the  interference  of  the 
earl  and  of  Mr.  Gammon,  (for  whom  she  had 
conceived  a  sin^'lar  respect,)  to  abate  a 
litiie  of  its  fantastic  absurdity — its  execrable 
mlpirity.  Nothing,  however,  seemed  ca- 
pable of  effecting  any  material  change  in 
ike  man^  although  his  continued  intercourse 
with  refined  society  could  hardly  fail  to 
effect  an  advantageous  change  in  his  man" 
ners.  As  for  any  thing  further.  Tittlebat 
'  TitiHouse  remained  the  same  vulgar,  heart- 
less, presumptuous,  ignorant  creature  he  had 
ever  oeen.  Though  1  perceive  in  the  Lady 
Cecilia  no  qualities  to  excite  our  respect  or 
affection,  I  pity  her  from  my  very  soul 
when  I  contemplate  her  coming  union  with 
Titmouse.  One  thing  I  know,  that  as  soon 
as  ever  she  had  bound  herself  irrevocably  to 
Mr.  Titmouse,  I  she  began  to  think  of  at  least 
fifty  men  whom  she  had  ever  spumed,  but 
whom  now  she  would  have  welcomed  with 
all  the  ardour  and  affection  of  which  her 
cold  nature  was  susceptible.  As  she  had 
never  been  eonspiewjus  lor  animation,  vivaci- 
ty, or  energy,  the  gloom  which  more  and 
more  freouently  overshadowed  her,  when- 
ever hertnoughts  turned  towards  Titmouse, 
attracted  scarce  any  one's  attention.  There 
werf  those,  however,  who  could  have  spoken 
of  her  mental  disquietude  at  the  approach  of 
net  cheerless  nuptials — I  mean  ner  maid 
Annette  and  Miss  Mac8p\enchan.    To  say 


correct,  since  she  had  not  the  leqmttts 
strength  of  character ;  bat  she  conlempliSed 
her  future  lord  with  ming'led  feelings  of  ap> 
prehension,  dislike,  and  disgust.  She  geoe* 
rally  fled  for  support  to  the  comfortable  no* 
tion  of  '*/a/e,"  w{iich  bad  assigned  her  such 
a  husband.  Heaven  had  denied  poor  Ladj 
Cecilia  all  powers  of  contemplating  the 
future,  of  anticipating, consequences,  of  r^ 
Jlectine  upon  the  step  she  was  about  to  take. 
Miss  Macspleuchan,  however,  did  so  ft 
her;  but,  being  placed  in  a  situation  f 
great  delicacy  and  difficulty,  acted  «  i 
cautious  reserve  whenever  the  subject  w 
mentioned.  Lady  Cecilia  bad  not  voodh 
safed  to  consult  Ler  before  ber  ladyship  bad 
finally  committed  herself  to  Titmouse;  tad 
after  that,  interference  was  useless  and  ok 
warrantable. 

Lady  Cecilia  late  one  afVemoon  entered 
her  dressing-room,  pale  and  dispirited,  m 
had  been  latterly  her  wont ;  and,  with  a  diaep 
sigh,  sunk  into  her  easy  chair.  Annette, oi 
her  ladyship's  entrance,  was  leaning  agaiist 
the  window-frame,  reading  a  book,  vhidi 
she  immediately  closed  and  laid  doT& 
"What  are  you  reading  there V  inqoind 
Lady  Cecilia,  languidly. 

**  Oh,  nothing  particular,  my  lady !"  i^ 
plied  Annette,  colouring  a  litUe;  ^itwai 
only  the  prayer-book.  I  was  looking  at  tbt 
marriage-service,  my  lady.  I  wanted  to 
see  what  it  was  that  your  ladyship  hts  ift 
say" 

"  It's  not  very  amusing,  Annette,  /think 
it  very  dull  and  stupid." 

"  La,  m^  lady — ^now  /should  have  thongkt 
it  quite  intere^/inff,  if  /  had  been  in  jsm 
la'ship's  situation!" 

"  Well,  what  is  it  that  they  expect  me  to 
repeat?" 

*'  Oh !  ril  read  it,  my  lady— here  it  ii," 
replied  Annette,  and  read  as  follows : — 

**  Then  shall  the  priest  say  unto  the  tooaos 
*N,  wilt  thou  have  this  man  to  be  tkj 
wedded  husband,  to  live  together,  aAar 
God's  ordinance,  in  the  holy  state  of  matn* 
monyl  Wilt  thou  obey  him,  serve  liin, 
love,  honour,  and  keep  him,  in  sickooi 
and  in  health,  and,  forsaking  all  otiier,  \m 
thee  only  unto  him,  so  long  as  ye  both  shall 
liver 

**  T%e  woman  ahail  anatoer^  •  I  will." 

«« Well— -it's  only  a  form,  you  know, 
Annette— and  I  dare  say  no  one  ever  gi^ei 
it  a  thought,"  said  Lady  Cecilia,  strogglin 
to  suppress  a  sigh. 

"Then,"  continued  Annette,  **  jrour  b' 
ship  will  have  to  say  a  ^ood  d^  afler  tki 
parson — but  I  beg  your  la^ship's  pardoo 


fhat  she  hnUJied  the  bare  idea  o^  Vvct  \m\oxv\v?^  ^tvnq>\\  <s5^%e)  the  bishop.  Here  it  is:— 
iHth  Titmonse-i-of  his  person*  m«tviv«TS,^xv^\  A^'^  ^  xaJ*.^  'Oi^^i  ^^  \a  V^  \sk^  wttkfei 
ctharecter ^would  not  pcrtiap^  \j«  %x•ac^^\^\^i'^titvtv^^^x>V'^'s^^\A^aVOv.\^^\^^  \ 
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ftrward,  for  better  for  wone«  foi  richer  fbr 
poorer,  in  sicknefls  and  in  health  to  loTe, 
oherteh'*— 

*^Ye8,  yes— I  hear,*'  intermpted  Lad^ 
Cecilia,  faintly,  tumingrpale;  *'I  know  it 
aU-*that  will  do,  Annette"— 

•♦  There's  only  a  word^more,  my  lady" — 

**  *  And  obey,  till  death  us  do  part,  ac- 
cording to  God's  holy  ordinance ;  and  there- 
to I  give  thee  my  troth.'  All  this,  your  la'- 
ship  sees,  your  la'ship  says,  with  your  right 
hand  holding  Mr.  Titmouse's."  Here  a 
n^ble  tremor  passed  through  Lady  Ceci- 
ia.  *'  You  may  leave  me  alone,  Annette, 
a  little  while,"  said  she ;  **  I  don't  feel  quite 
well." 

*'La,  my  lady,  an't  your  la'ship  late 
already  1  Your  la'ship  knows  how  early 
her  ffrace  dines  ever  since  her  illness." 

*'  rheie's  plenty  of  time;  I'll  ring  for 
jou  when  I  want  you.  And—- atay — ^you 
may  as  well  leave  your  prayer-book  with 
me  for  a  moment— it  will  answer  me  to  look 
in  it,"  Annette  did  as  she  was  bid;  and 
the  next  moment  her  melancholy  mistress 
was  alone.  She  did  not,  however,  open  the 
book  she  had  asked  for,  bnt  fell  into  a  reve- 
ry,  which  was  disturbed  only  by  her  maid 
tapping  at  the  door ;  and  who,  on  entering, 
told  her  that  she  had  not  one  moment  to  lose ; 
that  his  lordship  had  been  dressed  for  some 
time.  On  this  ner  ladyship  rose,  and  com- 
menced her  toilet  with  a  very  deep  sigh. 

**  Your  la'ship,  I  suppose,  wears  your 
gpold-coloured  satin!  it  matches  so  well 
with  the  pearia,"  said  Annette,  going  to  the 
jewel<«ase« 

•*  I  sha'n't  wear  any  pearls  to-day." 

**  Oh !  my  lady !  not  that  beautiful  spray 
of  Mr.  Titmouse's!  your  la'ship  does  look 
•o  well  in  it."  • 

**  I  sha'n't  wear  any  thing  of  Mr.  Tit— I 
mean,"  she  added,  colouring;  **I  sha'n't 
wear  any  thing  in  my  hair  t^ay !" 

Many  and  anxious,  it  may  be  easily  be- 
lieved, had  been  the  conferences  and  nego- 
•  liations  between  the  earl,  Mr.  Titmouse, 
and  Mr.  Gammon,  with  reference  to  the 
state  of  his  proper^,  and  the  settlement  to 
be  tnade  on  Lady  Cecilia.  It  appeared 
that  the  extent  of  the  encumbrances  on  the 
Yatton  property  was  J635«000,  and  which 
Gammon  had  many  ways  of  accounting  for, 
without  disclosing  the  amount  of  plunder 
which  had  fallen  to  the  share  of  the  iirR»— 
or  rather  to  the  senior  partner.  The  interest 
on  this  sum  (j61,750)  would  reduce  Mr. 
Titmouse's  present  income  to  JB8,250  per 
annum ;  but  Grammon  pledged  himself  that 
the  rental  of  the  estates  could,  with  the 
greatest  ease,  be  raised  to  dS  12,000,  and  that 
measures,  in  fact,  were  already  in  progress 
taeSo0twodeBir9ble%  lesiilt*    Then  there 

.  9h% 


was  a  som  of  jeaO^OOO  due  to  Mr.  Titmmiee 
from  Mr.  Aubrey,  on  account  of  the  mesne 

Erofits,  iS  10,000  of  which  was  guarantied 
y  Lord  de  la  Zouch,  and  would  very  shoit- 
ly  beccnne  payable,  with,  interest ;.  and  the 
remaining  jB  1 0,000  could  be  at  any  time 
called  in.  The  sum  finally  determined 
upon,  as  a  settlement  upon  Lady  Cecilia, 
was  j£3,000  a  year^-nurely  a  very  sub- 
stantial ^^eonnderation^*  for  the  *^  faithful 
promM^  to  be,  by-and-by,  made  by  her  at 
the  altar— and  which,  moreover,  she  con- 
ceived she  had  a  prospect  of  having  entirely 
to  herself—- really  **  tor  her  teparaU  use, 
exempt  from  the  control,  debts,  and  ensage- 
ments  of  her  said  intended  husband/'  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  Lady  Cecilia  clung  to 
the  prospect  of  an  almost  immediate  9epa» 
ration  t  which,  she  learned  from  several 
confidential  friends,  some  of  whom  were 
qualified,  by  personal  experience,  to  oflfer 
an  opinion,  was  a  very  easy  matter,  becom- 
ing oaily  more  frequent,  on  the  ground  of  \ 
incompatibility  of  temper.  A  faint  hint  of  ' 
the  kind  which  she  had  once  dropped  to 
Miss  Macsplenchan,  was  received  in  such  a 
manner  as  prevented  her  from  ever  repeat- 
ing it.  As  for  the  earU  her  father,  I  cannot 
say  that  he  did  not  observe  a  depression  of 
spirits  in  his  daughter,  increasing  with 
the  increasing  proximity  of  her  marriage. 
Since,  however,  he  had  entirely  reconciled 
himteff  to  ilr— and  was  delighted  at  tiie 
approaching,  lohg-coveted  re-union  of  the 
family  interests— he  did  not  think  of  her 
having  any  real  objection  to  the  arrange- 
ments. As  for  her  lowness  of  spirits,  and 
nervousness,  doubtless  every  woman  on  the 
point  of  being  married  experienced  ^pUar 
feelings.  She  herself,  indeed,  seldom  if 
ever  named  the  matter  to  her  father  in  such 
a  way  as  to  occasion  him  uneasiness.  In 
short,  the  affair  seemed  to  be  going  on  Just 
as  it  ought  to  do ;  and  even  had  it  assumed 
an  untoward .  aspect,  circumstances  had 
arisen  which  would  have  prevented  the  earl 
from  giving  his  wonted  attention  to  what  in 
any  degree  concerned  his  daughter.  In  the 
first  place,  on  his  lordship's  party  coning 
into  power,  to  his  infinite  amazement  his 
old  post  of  lord  high  steward  ]pras  filled 
up  by  some  one  else!  So  also  was  the 
office  of  lord  president  of  the  council ;  and 
so,  moreover,  was  every  other  ofiice;  and 
that,  too,  without  any  apology  to  the  of- 
fended peer,  or  explanation  of  such  a  phe- 
nomenon as  his  entire  exclusion  from  omce. 
The  premier,  in  fact,  had  never  once  thought  , 
of  his  lordship  while  forming  his  adminis- 
tration ;  and  on  being  subsequently  lemon* 
strated  with  by  a  venerable  peer^  a  commas 
irwvA  oi  >)^  mKOAJst  «nt^  ^Qi\\\^\fi^^^!^ 
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exprefised  bis  regret  tfar<  Lord  Dreddlio^ton 
had  not  mven  him  notice  of  his  being  still 
— eren  in  his  adTaneed  years — disposed  to 
.hold  office ;  and  trusted  that  be  should  yet 
be  able,  and  before  any  Ion?  time  should 
haTe  elapsed,  to  avail  nimself  of  the  Tery 
valuable  services  "  of  my  Lord  Dreddling- 
ton.'*  This  was  all  that  he  could  get  from 
the  courteous  but  marble-hearted  premier; 
and,  for  a  long  while,  the  earl  could  think 
of  only  one  mode  of  soothing  his  wounded 
leelings — ^riz.  going  about  to  his  friends,  and 
demonstratinGr  that  the  new  lord  steward 
and  the  new  lord  president  were  every  day 
displaying  their  unfitness  for  office;  and 
that  the  only  error  committed  by  the  pre- 
mier, in  the  difficult  and  responsible  task 
of  forming  a'^^vemment,  was  that  of  select- 
ing two  such  individuals  as  he  had  appoint- 
ed to  those  distinguished  posts.  He  was 
also  greatly  comforted  and  supported,  at 
this  period  of  vexation  and  disappointment, 
by  the  manly  and  indimnant  sympathy  of — 
Mr.  Gammon,  whp  had  succeeded  in  ^n- 
ing  a  prodigious  ascendancy  over  the  earl, 
who,  on  the  sudden  death  of  his  own  soli- 
citor, old  Mr.  Pounce,  adopted  Gammon  in 
hb  stead ;  and  infinitely  rejoiced  his  lord- 
ship was,  to  have  thus  secured  the  services 
of  one  who  possessed  an  intellect  at  once 
80  practical,  masterly,  and  energetic;  who 
had  formed  so  high  an  estimate  of  his  lord- 
ship^s  powere ;  and  whom  his  lordship's  con- 
descending familiarity  never  for  one  moment 
caused  to  lose  sight  of  the  j^st  distance 
and  difference  between  them.  Reappeared, 
moreover,  to  act  between  Titmouse  and  the 
aari  with  the  scrupulous  candour  and  fideli- 
ty of  a  high-mind^  person,  consciously 
placed  in  a  situation  of  peculiar  delicacy 
and  responsibility.  At  the  least,  he  seemed 
exceedingly  anxious  to  secure  Lady  Ce- 
cilia's interests ;  and  varied — or  appeared  to 
vary — the  arrangements,  according  to  every 
an^^gestion  of  his  Iprdship.  The  eari  was 
satisfied  that  Gammon  was  disposed  to 
make  Titmonse  go  much  further  than  of  his 
own  accord  he  would  have  felt  disposed  to 

Sij  towards  meeting  the  earl's  wishes  in 
e  matter  of  the  settlements; — ^in  fact, 
Gammon  evinced  great  anxiety  to  place  her 
ladyship  in  that  position  to  which  her  high 
pretensions  so  justly  entitled  )ier. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  mode  by  which 
he  augmented  and  secured  his  influence  over 
the  weak  old  peer.  Not  only  had  Gam- 
mon, in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  a  pre- 
tiotns  portion  of  this  history,  diminished  the 
.  drain  upon  his  lordship's  income  which  had 
00  Johg  existed  in  the  shape  of  interest  upon 
money  lent  him  on  moit^ge^  ^axv^  nvVm^V 

•mbarraasmentt,  by  the  way  ^  Vad  ^\  mma V«ia»ra.^DM^^  ^«c^  >«'«t^  <^  Vasany  conaku^ 
69a  his  foolish  tUte  and «xtnivau|;iniM^^«a\QK\paAM^ 


lofd  high  stewatrd;)  not  only,  I  lay,  hii 
Gammon  donis  all  this,  bnt  infinitely  moia; 
— he  had  enabled  his  lordship,  as  it  wvrp, 
**to  strike  a  blow  in  a  new  hemisphere,"* 
^nd  at  once  evince  his  fitneas  for  the  eoa- 
duct  of  important  and  complicated  afTain 
of  business,  acquire  an  indefinite  augmenta- 
tion of  fortune,  aiid  also  great  influence  aid 
popularity. 

England,  about  Che  time  I  am  speakiaf 
of,  was  smitten  with  a  sort  of  mercantile 
madness — which  showed  itself  in  the  shape 
of  a  monatrous  passion  for  Joiirr-svorc 
CoMPANiis.  John  Bull  all  of  a  sudden  tool 
it  into  his  troubled  head,  that  no  comnm' 
cial  undertaking  of  the  least  importaaee 
could  any  longer  be  carried  on  by  means  of 
individual  energy,  capital,  and  enterprin 
A  glimmering  of  this  great  truth  he  dis- 
covered that  he  had  had  from  the  first  mo- 
ment that  a  private  parinenhip  bad  bees 
adopted ;  and  it  was  only  to  follow  out  the 
principle-— to  convert  a  private  into  a  psk- 
lic  partnership,  and  call  it  a  *'  Joini^tcek 
Company."  This  bright  idea  of  Joks^ 
produced  prompt  and  prodigious  resaltk-« 
hunOTed  yoifi/-t/oeAr  eompantet 

^  Roie  like  an  exhaUtion** 

in  the  metropolis  alone,  within  one  tw^lft- 
month's  time.  But  then  came  the  qoestMi, 
upon  what  were  these  ^nd  combined  fbmi 
to  tfperate  ?  Undertakinga  of  commensana 
magnitude  must  be  projected — and  ao  it ▼& 
It  really  mattered  not  a  straw  how  wildai 
ludicrously  impracticable  was  a  prcj«et^ 
had  but  to  be  started,  and  announced,  teed! 
forth  moneyed  people  amonfi^  all  ehwMifaO 
making  hasfe  to  he  rich — and  ready  to  baek 
the  speculation,  even  to  the  last  penay  thtr 
had  in  the  worid ;  pouring  out  their  capisi 
with  a  recklessness,  of  which  the  laoMai' 
able  reaulU  may  prevent  their  recarreitt- 
Any  voluble  visionary  who  was  unloektlT 
able  to  reach  the  ear  of  one  or  two  pcfsos 
in  tlie  city,  could  expand  his  crotchet  iiK 
a  Accompany"  withaa  little  effort  asanidiBi 
could  blow  out  a  aoap-bnbble.  For  s- 
stance :  one  wiseacre  (who  ought  nefsr  a 
have  been  at  large)  conceived  a  plaa  ftf 
creating  AannciAL  rar? ,  at  an  hour's  aoiiBei 
over  any  extent  of  country  short  of  tliw 
miles ;  a  second,  for  conveying  milk  to  enn 
house  in  the  metropolis  in  the  aame  waj  v 
water  is  at  present  conveyed,  via.,  by  pi^ 
supplied  by  an  immense  reeervoir  of  oiil^ 
to  be  establiahed  at  Islington,  and  into  wtnrii 
a  million  of  cows  were  to  be  milked  ai^ 
and  morning;  and  a  third  for  coavartBC 
eawduH  iniZ  9o!id  wood.  Within  thias  d^ 
ckl  «Aeh  of  these  hopeful  apecnlationi  bs9 
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10  eany  Aem  into  effeot.'  Snpeib  oflloes 
were  engaged  in  the  city ;  patrons,  presi- 
dents, Tioe-piesidents,  trustees,  chairmen,  di- 
lectors,  secretaries ;  auditors,  bankers,  stand- 
ing-counsel, enffineers,  surveyors,  and  soli- 
citors, appointed :  and  the  names  of  all  these 
functionaries  forthwith  blazed  in  dazzling 
anay  at  the  head  of  a  **  Prospectus,'*  which 
set  forth  the  advantages  of  the  undertaking 
with  such  seductive  eloquence  as  no  man 
could  resbt ;  and  within  a  week's  time  there 
was  not  a  share  to  be  had  in  the  market. 
Into  affaira  of  this  description,  Mr.  Gammon, 
who  soon  saw  the  profit  to  be  made  out  of 
them,  if  skilfully  worked,  plunged  with  the 
energy  and  excitement  of  a  gamester.  He 
drew  in  Mr.  Quirk  af^r  him ;  and,  as  they 
could  together  command  the  ears  of  several 
enterprismg  capitalists  in  the  city,  they  soon 
had  their  hands  full  of  business,  and 
launched  two  or  three  very  brilliant  specu- 
lations. Mr.  Gammon  himself  drew  up 
their  *^  ProspeetuseB,'**  and  in  a  style  whicn, 
must  have  tempted  the  very  devil  himself 
(h%d  he  seen  them)  into  venturing  half  his 
capital  in  the  undertaking !— One  was  a, 
scneme  for  providing  the  metropolis  with  a 
constant  su^mly  of  salt-water,  by  means  of 
a  canal  cut  trom  the  vicinity  of  the  Noie, 
and  carried  nearly  all  round  London,  so  as 
to  afford  the  citizens  throughout  the  year 
ihe  luxury  of  sea-bathing.  Another  was  of 
a  still  more  extraordinary  and  interesting 
<ie8eription*-for  carrying  into  effect  a  dis- 
eoYery,  by  means  of  which,  ships  of  all 
kinds  and  sizes  could  be  furnished  with  the 
means,  by  one  and  the  same  process— -and 
that  remarkabljT  simple,  cheap,  and  con- 
Tenient— of  obtaining  furefrm  water  from 
the  siA,  and  convertmg  the  salt  or  brine 
Ihrown  off  in  the  operation,  imtafUer  into 
mnpowder!  The  reality  of  this  amazing 
discovery  was  decisively  ascertained  by 
three  of  the  greatest  chemists  in  EIngland ; 
a  patent  wa^  taken  out,  and  a  company 
Ibnned  for  immediately  working  the  patent 
TUs  undertaking  was  the  first  that  Gam- 
mon brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Earl  of 
Dreddlin^on,  whom  he  so  complet^y  daz- 
sled  by  his  description,  both  or  the  signal 
service  to  be  conferred  upon  the  country,  and 
the  princely  revenue  to  be  derived  from  it  to 
those  early  entering  into  the  speculation, 
that  his  lordship  intimated  rather  an  anxious 
wish  to  be  connected  with  it. 

*^  Good  gracious,  sir !  to  what  a  pitch  is 
science  advancing !  When  will  human  in- 
genuity end  t  Sir,  I  doubt  not  that  one  of 
these  days  we  shall  find  a  mode  of  com- 
monicatinji^  with  the  moon  and  stars  !'* 

*«  Certamly — ^I  feel  the  full  force  of  your 
U>rd»hip's  very  striking  obaervationf''  le- 


plied  CJammon,  v^c  had  Hstened  to  him 

with  an  air  of  delighted  deference. 

**Sir,  this  is  a  truly  astonishing  die- 
covery !  Y6t  I  give  you  my  honoor,  sir,  I 
have  oflen  thought  that  something  of  the 
kind  was  very  desirable,  as  far  as  the  db- 
taining  fresh  water  from  salt  water  was  con- 
cerned, and  have  wondered  whether  it  could 
ever  be  practicable ;  but  I  protest  the  latter 
part  of  tne  discovery — ^the  conversion  of  the 
orine  into  gunpowder^s  is  sir,  1  say  it 
is — astounding :  it  is  more ;  it  is  very  inter- 
esting, in  a  picturesque  and  patriotic  point 
of  view.    Only  think^  sir,  of  our  vessels 

Sitherinff  gunpowder  and  fresh  water  from 
e  sea  tney  are  sailing  over !  Sir,  the  dis- 
coverer deserves  a  subsidy  !  This  must  in 
due  time  he  brought  before  parliament." 
His  loirdship  got  ^uite  excited ;  and  Gam^ 
mon,  watching  his  opportunity,  intimated 
the  pride  and  pleasure  it  would  ffive  him  to 
make  his  lordship  the  patron  of  Uie  gigantic 
undertaking. 

**  Sir— su^-^ou  do  me-— infinite  honour,'' 

2uoth  the  earl,  quite  flustered  by  the  sud- 
enness  of  the  ponoeal.  • 

***  As  there  will  be,  of  course,  your  lord- 
ship sees,  several  great  capitalists  concemeG; 
I  must,  for  form's  sake^  consult  them  hefore 
any  step  is  taken;  but  I  flatter  mjself^  my 
lord,  that  there  can  be  but  one  opimon,  when 
I  name  to  them  the  possibility  of  our  being 
honoured  with  your  lordship's  name  and  in- 
fluence." 

The  earl  received  this  with  a  stately  how 
and  a  gratified  smile ;  and  on  the  easuing 
day  received  a  formal  communieaticm  from 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  solicit- 
ing his  lordship  to  become  the  patron  of  the 
undertaking— which  he  most  ^^raciously 
acceded  to,  and  was  easily  prevailed  on  to 
secure  several  other  highly  distingaished 
names  among  hb  Mends,  who  were  pro- 
foundly ignorant  of  business  in  all  its  de- 
partments, but  delighted  to  figure  before  the 
Sublic  as  the  patrons  of  so  great  and  landa- 
le  an  enterprise.  Out  went  forthwith,  all 
over  the  country,  the  advertisements  and 
prospectuses  of  the  new  company,  and  whkk 
could  boast  such  commanding  names  as 
cast  most  of  its  sister  eorapanies  into  the 
shade :— «.  g>  *'  The  Right  Honourable  the 
Eaml  of  Drbddumoton,  Q.  C.  B.,  F.  R.  S., 
F.  A.  S.,  to.  &c."— •*«  The  Most  Noble  the 
Dune  of  Taittallam,  K.  T.^  to.  &o." — 
**The  Most  Honoomble  the  Mabqukss  of 
Marmaladi,  &0.  &c.  &o."  The  capital  to 
be  one  million,  in  ten  thousand  shares  of 
one  hundred  pounds  each.  Lord  Dreddling- 
ton  was  presented  with  a  hundred  shares, 
as  a  mark  of  respect  and  gratitude  firam  th^ 
leading  ilhixi^\4«m\  iMsiwst«i>\^  Vsi^ 
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Mp  took  two  liundied  shares  besides,  and 
pievailed  on  various  of  his  friends  to  do  the 
same.  *  In  )es^  than  three  weeks*  time  the 
shares  had  risen  to  £iO  preminin — ft.  e.  my 
lady  readers  will  understand,  each  share  for 
which  his  lordship  was  supposed  Us  have 
given,  or  to  be  liable  to  be  called  upon  for 
jSlOO,  he  could  at  any  moment  dispose  of 
for  ;£l40]*-and  then  Mr.  Gammon  so  re- 
presented matters  to  his  lordship,  as  to  in- 
duce him  to  part  with  his  shares,  which  he 
found  no  difficulty  in  doing—- and  thereby 
realized  a  clear  profit  of  dS12,000.  This 
seemed  to  the  earl  rather  the  effect  of  magic 
than  of  an  everyday  mercantile  adventure. 
flis  respect  for  Gammon  rose  with  every 
thing  he  heard  of  that  gentlemftn,  or  saw 
him  do;  and  his  lordship  allowed  himself 
to  be  implicitly  guided  by  him  in  all  things. 
Under  his  advice,  aocordingly,  the  eari  be- 
came interested  in  severd  other  similar 
speculations ;  all  which  exercises  so  occu- 
pied his  thoughts,  as  almost  to  obliterate  his 
sense  of  ministerial  injustice.  Several  of 
his  friends  cautioned  him,  now  and  then, 
against  committing  himself  to  such  noyel 
and  extensive  specnlations,  in  which  he 
might  incur,  he  was  reminded,  dangerous 
liaoilities ;  but  his  magnificent  reception  of 
tneh  interference  soon  caused  their  discon- 
iiAuance.  The  earl  felt  himself  safe  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Gammon ;  forming  an  ec^ually 
and  a  very  high  estimats  of  his  abili^  and 
integrity. 

His  lordship^s  attention  having  been  thus 
4inDCted  to  such  subjects-— to  the  mercantile 
interests  of  this  great  country— so  he  began 
to  take  a  great  interest  in  thd  discussion  of 
such  subjects  in  the  House,  greatly  to  the 
surprise  and  edification  of  many  of  his  bro- 
ther peers.  Absorbing,  however,  as  were 
these  and  similar  occupations,  they  were 
almost  altogether  suspended,  as  soon  as  a 
day— ^nd  that  not  a  distant  one— had  been 
fixed  upon  for  the  marriage  of  his  daughter 
witii  Mr.  TitmOQse.  From  that  moment, 
the  old  man  conM  scarcely  bear  her  out  of 
his  presence;  following  and  watching  all 
her  movements  with  a  peculiar,  though  still 
a  stately,  solicitude  and  tenderness.  Fre- 
quent, earnest,  and  dignified  were  his  inter- 
views with  Titmouse— his  representations 
as  to  the  invaluable  treasure  that  was  about 
to  be  intrusted  to  him  in  the  Lady  Ceoilia^-^ 
the  last  direct  representative  of  the  most  an- 
cient, noble  family  in  the  kingdom.  Innu- 
merable were  his  lordship's  directions  to 
him  concerning  his  future  conduct  both  in 
public  and  private  life;  intimating,  in  a 
manner  at  once  iiapiessive  and  affectionate, 
that  the  eyes  of  the  country  wo\i\dVift<!icveTvc«- 


over— pocketing  the  aflfront  he  had  leeeifel 
at  the  nands  of  the  ministry — made  a  raj 
strenuous  and  neariy  a  successful  effort  to 
procure  for  his  destined  son-in-law  avaeast 
lordship  of  the  treasury.  The  premier  wai 
really  considering  the  subject,  when  Mr. 
0*Gibbet  extinguished  all  the  aspiring  hopes 
of  Lord  Dreddlington,  by  applying  for  the 
vacant  office  for  a  friend  of  his,  Mr.  Och 
Hnbbaboo,  an  early  friend  of  Mr.  O'Gibbet; 
and  who,  having  failed  in  business  and 
llben  unable  to  re-establish  himself,  hil 
come  into  the  House  of  Commons  to  repair 
his  shattered  fortunes.  I  need  hardly  saj 
that,  within  a  day  or  two,  Mr.  HubbaW 
was  made  a  lord  of  the  treasury;  tai 
thereby  very  iwarly  alienated  from  ministos 
two  stanch  supporters— to  wit,  the  Ear)  d 
Dreddlington,  and  Mr.  Titmouse. 

Early  m  the  forenoon  of  Tuesday,  line  Irt 
of  April,  18—,  there  were  indications  in  tki 
neignbourhood  of  Lord  Dreddlington's  hooa 
in  Grosvenor  Square,  that  an  aristoeratiB 
wedding  was  about  to  be  celebrated.  Ladjr 
Cecilia^  bridesmaids,  and  one  or  two  otbff 
ladies,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  TuitsDa, 
and  a  few  others  who  were  to  accoB^af 
the  party  to  church,  made  their  appeanaei 
about  eleven  o'clock ;  and  shortly  anerwudi 
dashed  up  Mr.  Titmouse's  cab,  in  w\aA 
sat  that  gentleman,  enveloped  in  a  magnil* 
cent  green  cloak,  which  concealed  the  spks* 
dour  of  his  personal  appearance.  He  U 
been  engaged  at  his  toilet  since  ^:re  o'dock 
that  morning,  and  the  resalts  were  not  oa* 
worthy  of  the  pains  which  had  been  ttkct 
to  secure  them.  He  wore  a  light-blue  Mf 
coat,  with  velvet  collar ;  tisht  black  paM* 
loons  tying  round  his  ankles;  gossuaa 
white  silk  stockings,  and  dress-shoes  wiA 
small  gold  budcles.  His  shirt  was  of  asovj 
whiteness,  and  there  glittered  in  the  ecata 
of  it  a  very  superb  diamond  brooch.  He  bi 
two  waistcoats,  the  nnder  one  a  aky-Uit 
satin,  (only  the  roll  visible,^*  the  outer  ooi 
a  white  satin  waistcoat,  richly  ^nbroidefei 
He  wore  a  burnished  gold  guard-chain,  S^ 
posed  very  gracefully  over  3ie  outside  of  hv 
outer  waistcoat.  His  hair  was  parted  dovi 
the  middle,  and  curled  forward  towards  etA 
temple,  giving  his  countenance  a  very  boU 
and  striking  expression.  He  wc»e  wUtr 
kid  gloves,  a  glossy  new  hat,  and  hdd  ii 
his  hand  his  agate-headed  ebony  en^ 
Though  he  tried  to  look  at  his  ease,  nil  te 
was  rather  pale,  and  his  manner  a  Uttk 
flurried.  As  for  the  bride^— ahe  had  dcit 
scarcely  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  wbob 
night;  and  a  glimpse  at  her  countennxai 
in  the  glass,  convinced  her  of  the  neoeeitT 
Q^  ^\ft\dms  to  Annette's  suggestions,  aad 


/brwarvi  fixed  upon  luniy  as  soiMiAaiw  ot  iCBfcVtwi.^^O\>!^^,  '^^^  ^-^^  t<5d  of  the  de^ 
Kul  of  DieddliDgton*    His  \oida\a9^  maife-\\«6»  vsdA  ^^NaNfc^  tL!|^\  5^sft\»ji^^^«aikv^ 
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wfiife  diwsingf,  she  was  twice  foned  to 
drink  a  little  sal  Tolatile  and  water.    She 
was  eold,  and  trembled.    When  at  length 
she  had  completed  her  toilet,  what  a  flfi[uie 
did  her  cheval  jglass  present  to  her!    The 
dross    rich  white  satin— a  lone  and  beauti- 
fbl  blonde  lace  Teil— -and  a  delicate  wreath 
of  orange-blossoms,  was  that  of  a  bride,  cer- 
tainly;  but  was  the  countenance  that  of  a 
bride  ?    Miss  Macspleuchan  burst  into  tears. 
at  the  sight.   When,  attended  by  her  brides- 
maid, and  Miss  Macspleuchan,  she  made 
her  appearance  in  the  drawing-room,  the 
Earl  or  Dreddlington  approached  her,  and 
saluted  her  ih  silent  tenderness.    Then  Tit- 
mouse came  up,  with  a  would-be  familiar 
air—**  Hope  you're  quite  well,  dearest,  this 
happy  day,*'  said  he,  and  kissed  her  gloved 
hand.    She  made  him  no  reply ;  and  pre- 
sently the  carriages  were  announced  to  be  in 
Tsadiness.    The  earl  led  her  down,  followed 
by  her  two  bridesmaids,  and  entered  the 
iust  carriage,  which  then  drove  off  to  St. 
George's  Charch ;  Titmouse  and  the  rest  of 
the  party  immediately  following.   The  cere- 
mony was*  to*  be  performed  by  the  Bishop 
of  Barnard-Castle,  an  old  friend,  and  indeed 
ft  distant  relation  of  Lord  Dreddliogten's. 
Methinks  I  now  see  his  portly  and  com- 
manding fij^me,  stsndin^  before  the  altar, 
with  the  little  distinguished  party  before 
liim;  and  hear  his  dear,  sonorous  Yoice 
vsading  the  marriage  service.     Titmouse 
was  pue  and  flushed  by  turns,  and  looked 
ISriflhtened— behaving,  however,  with  more 
•eaateness  than  I  should  have  expected. 
Lady  Cecilia  leaned,  when  she  eould,  against 
the  rails;    and  repeated  her  few  allotted 
woids  in  a  voice  scarcely  audible.    When 
Titmouse  affixed  the  ring  upon  her  finder, 
■he  trembled  and  shed  tears— averting  ner 
eoontenance  from  him,  and  at  length  con- 
cealing it  entirely  in  her  pocket-handker^ 
ehtef.    She  looked^,  indeed^  the  image  of 
miserr.    The  Earl  of  Dreddlington  main* 
tained  a  countenance  of  rigid  solemnity.   At 
length  the  all-important  ceremony  came  to  a 
dose ;  the  necessary  entries  and  si^atures 
were  made  in  the  vestry,  to  which  they 
followed  the  bishop;  and  then  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse, taking  his  wife's  arm  within  his 
own,  led  her  nrom  the  vestry  to  the  private 
door,  where  stood  waiting  for  them  the 
call's  chariot    He  handed  her  into  it,  and 
popped  in  after  her— a  litde  crowd  standing 
round  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  bride  and 
bridegroom ;  and  Uiey  drove  rapidly  home- 
ward.   He  sat  in  one  comer,  and  she  in  the 
other;  each  so  occupied  with  their  own 
Ihooghts  that  they  uttered  scaioe  two  words 
«11  the  way. 

A  qilendid  iijewwr  dlafourehetk  was  i 
/iivpaiwd^  and  a  viBi7  brilliaiil  party  atcendod  ^ 


to  pay  tiieir  respects  to  the  bride  and  bride- 
groom, and  the  Earl  of  Dreddlingtop ;  and 
about  two  o'clock  the  Lady  Cecilia  with- 
drew to  prepare  for  her  loiumey,  which  was 
to  Poppleton  Hall,  her  rether's  residence  in 
Hertfordshire,  where  they  were  to  spend 
their  honeymoon.  She  had  never  shown  so 
much  emotion  in  her  life,  as  when  she  part- 
ed with  Miss  Macspleuchan  and  her  brides- 
maids— being  several  times  on  the«verge 
of  hysterics.  Mr.  Titmouse's  travelling 
chanot— a  handsome  chocolate-coloured  one, 
with  four  horses— stood  at  the  door,  her 
ladyship's  maid  and  his  valet  seat^  in  the 
rumble.  Some  hundred  people  stood  round 
to  see  the 

« Happy,  Iwpnr,  kapF7  pair," 

set  off  on  their  journey  of  happiness.  The 
earl  led  down  Lady  Ceeilia,  ibllowed  Irf 
Titmouse,  who  had  exehanged  his  hat  for  a 
gaudy  tmvelling  oap,  with  a  gold  bsnd 
round  it  Lady  Ceeilia,  with  a  drooping  ' 
head  and  feeble  step,  suffered  the  earl,  wnom 
she  kissed  ferventiy,  to  place  her  in  the 
chariot,  when  she  burnt  into  a  flood  of  tears. 
Then  Mr.  Titmouse  shook  hands  cordial- 
ly with  his  distingnished  father4ii-law—  » 
stepped  into  the  diariot-^tiie  stepa  wsio 
doubled  up— 4he  door  olooed-*me  sido 
blinds  were  drawn  down  W  Mr.  Titmoase; 
**  All's  right,"  cried  oneof^heserTants,aod 
away  rolled  the  oarriagfr<and-fiMir,  whieht 

2uickenin^  its  speed,  was  soon  out  of  sight 
isdy  Cecilia  rBmained  in  a  sort  of  stupor 
for  some  time,  and  sat  silent  and  motionless 
in  the  comer  of  the  chariot;  but  Titmonse 
had  now  become  lively  mough,  having  had 
the  benefit  of  some  dosen  glasses  of  cnaa^ 
pagne. 

**  Ah,  my  lovely  gal— dearest  gal  of  my 
heart!"  he  exclaimed,  fbndly,  at  the  same 
time  kissing  her  cold  eheeks,  and  puttiiur 
his  arm  round  her  waisi^-^  Now  you're  au 
my  own!  'Pon  my  soul,  isn't  it  Jolly f 
We're  man  and  wife !  By  Jove,  I  never 
loved  you  so  much  as  now,  ducky!  dil** 
Again  he  pressed  her  eold  eheek. 

'<  Don't^  don't,  1  beg,"  said  she,  ftmtly, 
*<I'm  not  well;"  and  she  feebly  tried  to  dm* 
engage  herself  from  his  rode  wd  boisteroos  . 
embhice ;  while  her  dreepinglkead  and  asl^ 
cheek  fitily  corrobomtea  the  truth  of  her 
statement.  In  this  state  she  continued  for 
tiie  whole  of  the  first  stage.  When  they 
stopped  to  change  horses,  says  •Titmouse, 
who  had  very  nearly  dropped  aslee»-— 
'*  Cicely,  as  yoa're  su  uncommon  ill,  had  n't 
yon  better  have  yoni  maid  in,  and  I'll  sit  oa 
tiieboxt" 

Mr.  TitBkfliwaV^  dbia  \«£tt^  ten!^^^  >^ 
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WBB  d<HiB  as  she  wished.  Titmoaee  en- 
Yeioped  himself  in  his  cloak;  and,  haTing 
lit  a  citgar«  mounted  the  box,  and  smoked 
all  the  way  till  they  leaehed  the  Hall. 

Gammon  was  one  of  those  who  had  seen 
them  set  crfT  on  their  aospieioiui  joomey. 


He  contemplated  them  with  deep  islefesi 
and  anxiety. 

'^Weli,*'  he  exclaimed,  walking  awaj 
with  a  deep  sigh,  when  the  eamaee  had  foi 
ont  of  siffht-***  So  Ikr,  wo  good*  Heaveni! 
the  plot  ttiickens,  and  tiie  game  is  bold!** 


y 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


ont  of  doors — in  ereiy  room  of  the  boue^ 
and  night  and  day.  To  say  nothing  of  bii 
personal  imperii nenoes  to  myself,  aad  in 
gross  gaueheries  in  the  presence  of  e/retj 
one  one  goes  to  see,  or  who  comes  to  Kt 
us^>-fancy  the  creature    carrying  a  mttf 

Eoeketroomb  eyerywhere,  and  combing  oH 
is  abominable  hair  in  the  carnage  whs 
we  go  oat  to  dinner.  I  have  even  seen  kin 
doing  it  in  the  drawingHToom  before  thi 
chimney  and  pier-glasses  !  What  #ill  yti 
think  of  the  vile  creature  when  you  bar 
what  happened  only  four  days  after  ov 
most  unfortunate  weddin?!  He  comes  of 
to  my  dressingwroem,  and  bursts  open  tb 
door  while  I  was  dressing,  and  *  Ah,  Ciceb, 
Cicely,*  (that  is  the  odious  way  he  pro* 
noonces  my  name,)  says  he,  holding  ap  i» 
me— -gracious  Heavens !  the  little  movoew 
collar  of  my  poor  dear  little  Ftdelio,  iH 
stained  with  blood,  so  that  I  was  mf 
nearly  fainting  outright-*^  what  do  jo* 
think?  We've  unrauzaled  and  let  kioM 
Fiend^^  (that's  a  monstrous  mastiff  d 
papa's,  chained  np  in  the  courtyard,  ud 
dreadfully  savage,  (*  and  we  set  him,  qaito 
in  fun,  at  your  little  Blenheim  Fid.;  aad 
curse  me  if  he  didn't  snap  his  head  off  !■ 
a  moment,  and  crush  him  to  pieces,  vd 
this  is  all  that's  left  of  him !'  The  bnM 
never  once  thought  of  Titmouse !  I  faiatidf 
and  recollect  nothing  more  till  Annette  vai 
sitting  by  my  bedside.  Talking  of  her,  by 
the  way,  the  other  day  she  gave  roe  wtn^ 
in^,  to  my  infinite  annoyance,  (for  she'i 
quite  a  treasure;)  and  when  I  ariced  her 
why,  she  blushed  a  good  deal,  and  said  it 
was  very  unpleasant  to  be  used  so  by  Mr. 
Titmouse.  *  What  do  yon  mean  I'  said  L 
I O,  my  lady,*  said  she,  *■  he's  always  wi^ 
ing  at  me,  or  chucking  me  nnder  the  dtia; 
and  once  he  tried  to  kiss  me— aad,  more  ibts 
gusting  to  me  as  he  can.  He  \a  vYi»  mmxVCKvtx^Tiv'f  V^^^  I'm  not  the  only  one  bedotf 
imovwit  fellow  in  the  WoAd,  «»&  ia  a\wic5«  yiiti^  a«n^%  nk>:  "V^a  ^vck^v  ^^StMaadnsbk 
minkiDg  and  raM^dng,  both  Va^o^tft  aai^^sv^X  V^m^  ^sw^x  >Mdi^  ^vt^saa^ «bm|^\ 


Were  yon,  0  unhappy  Lady  Cecilia! 
in  entering  into  this  ill-omened  union,  to  be 
more  pitied  or  despised  1  'TWAS  most  de- 
Uberaieh  done;  in  fact,  we  have  already 
had  laid  before  us  ample  means  of  detei^ 
minin?  the  question— but  'tis  a  delicate  and 
painiiu  one,  and  had  perhaps  be  better  left 
alone. 

They  spent  about  a  fortnight  at  Poppleton 
Hall,  and  then  went  on  to  Yatton ;  and  if 
the  reader  be  at  all  curious  to  know  how 
Mb.  aho  Ladt  Cecilia  Titmouse  com- 
menced their  matrimonial  career,  I  am  able, 
in  some  measure,  lo  gratify  faim,  by  the 
sight  of  a  letter,  addressed  by  the  Lady 
Cecilia,  some  time  afterwards,  to  one  of  her 
oonfidential  friends. 

**Tmnoii,  98lh  AptiT,  19—. 

**  You  may  well  ask,  my  dear  Blanche, 
what  has  become  of  me— and  why  I  have 
not  performed  my  promise.  I  have  not 
written,  only  beoaoae  I  had  not  courage  to 
do  so.  Indeed,  my  dear  friend,  I  am  the 
most  misemble  woman  In  the  world— and 
am  I  not  to  be  pitied  t  For  I  have  become 
aneh  purely  to  niease  papa — but  as  I  am 
fortunatriy  left  alone  this  evening,  (no  no- 
velty, by^fhe  way,)  Mr.  Titmouse  being 
gone  to  some  of  his  haunts  at  Grilaton,  or 
thereabouts,  I  am  resolved  to  write  you  a 
long  letter.  Whenever  he  is  away  I  feel  as 
if  r  were  rid  of  a  mischievous  and  odious 
animal«^m  ape,  or  an  otirang-outang,  or 
«  something  of  that  kind.  Why  did  he  not 
always  appeifr  to  me  the  same  that  he  does 
now,  that  I  am  so  dieadfully  committed  to 
him  1  Surely  he  is  the  most  vulvar,  horrid 
wretch  the  world  ever  saw;  and  I  feel  it 
will  be  quite  impossible  for  me  to  live  with 
him  without  going  mad,  for  you  never  heard 
of  such  tricks  and  habits  as  his ;  indeed  he 
0ru9f  I  do  beiiefo,  to  make  himself  as  dis- 
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myrifBltmnyowDMrmitfl  Wahsve 
•erund  times  gone  oot  to  dinner  since  we 
have  been  heroy  to  some  of  papa's  fmnds, 
(for  the  creature  knows  no  one  of  himself^) 
— «nd  heiias  mora  than  ones  got  quite  tipsy, 
and  lain  snoring  or  hiocuping ;  and  ono»*- 
^gfa!  And  as  for  the  company  he  keeps, 
itisairof  a  piece.  Fancy  me entertainmg 
a  Unitarian  parson,  an  auctioneer,  and  a  It^ 
tie  fat  apothecarr,  with  their  dowdy  wires ! 
He  says  it  is  to  keep  up  his  politioal'  inflo- 
eiioe,  (which  is  all  stun ;)  the  real  trath  is, 
he  is  so  despised,  no  decent  presentable  per- 
son will  come  near  Yatton.  I  often  see  the 
serrants  almost  bursting  with  laughter, 
while  waiting  at  dinner !  His  breath  and 
all  his  clothes  aie  full  of  the  filthy  odour 
of  tobacco ;  and  Annette  is  often  obliged  to 
4elutfe  my  shawls  and  pelisses,  &c.,  with 
eau-^e-cologne,  before  and  after  my  soinff 
anywhere  with  him,  lest  they  also  should 
SDiell  of  tobacco  smoke.  He  is  quite  hated 
by  all  the  tenants ;  he  is  the  most  insolent 
and  unkind  landlord,  and  is  going  to  *  screw 
Ihem  all  up  a  little  higher  (he  says)  in 
their  rents.  He  will  soon  not  hsTe  a  re- 
^MCtable  tenant  on  the  estate.  And  he  is 
umeh  a  little  liar,  that  not  the  least  reliance 
oaa  be  placed  on  any  thing  he  says.  The 
other  day  he  began  telling  me  how  bean- 
tiftil  Miss  Aubrey  was,  and  that  it  was 
no  fault  of  hen  that  she  was  not  now  Mrs. 
Titmouse,  and  that  he  has  a  good  many  let- 
ters from  her !  which  I  cannot  belieye;  but 
I  wish  he  had  married — howerer,  it  is  now 
too  late,  llien  he  ffoes  on  in  such  a  rude, 
odious  way  before  iJr.  Tatham,  (a  very  nice 
little  old  clerg3rman— -the  vicar  of  Yatton,) 
that  I  hare  no  doubt  he  will  give  up  risitinff 
us.  Mr.  Titmouse  has  no  more  sense  of 
leUgion  than  a  cat  or  a  dog ;  and  I  under- 
stand  has  left  a  great  many  of  his  election 
bills  unpaid:  and  positiyely  the  diamond 
spray  he  ffaTO  me,  turns  out  to  be  only 
ptg^Jf  What  do  yon  think  he  is  about  to- 
'mghtl  Why,  you  must  know  there  is  a 
litUe  school-room,  between  the  psrk  gate 
and  the  vicarase,  which  Dr.  Tatham  says 
Mr.  Aubrey  buut  for  his  sister  (by  the  way, 
you  cannot  imagine  how  beloTcd  they  are 
a^  by  ererybody)  to  educate  little  girls 
in ;  and  Titmouse,  to  spite  Dr.  Tatham,  and 
to  promote  his  own  political  interests,  he 
« says,  has  given  it  to  a  Mr.  Murkyflint,  (or 
some  such  name,)  a  Unitarian  parson,  who 
always  abuses  jthe  church  horridly.  Well, 
they  are  giving  Mr.  Titmouse  a  sort  of  pub- 
lic dinner  at  Grilston  to-day,  partly  to  cel^ 
brate  this  affair  of  the  chapel.  He  is  going 
to  run  up  a  long  shooting  gallery — and,  in 
sliort,  will  ruin  this  sweet  old  place,  (for 
apch  it  is  at  present.)  I  have  reason  to  be- 
M^wo  itat  he  kas  introduced  a  sad  set  into 


the  village;  in  diort,  he  wUI  ruin  every 
thing  about  him  before  long.  I  dare  say, 
dearest  B.,  you  will  be  heartily  sick  of 
reading  all  this,  and  yet  it  is  only  a  hun 
dredth  part  of  my  suffering.  Good  Hea- 
vens! where  were  my  wits  when  I  ever 
thought  of  uniting  myself  to  such  a  fellow  1 
Fancy  kirn  heir  to  ihe  barony !  I  hope  I 
shall  outlive  him :  in  ftct,  I  am  not  (be- 
tween ourselves)  quite  in  despair  on.  that 
head,  for  I  should  think— -[Ae  word*  first 
written  by  her  ladyship  was  plainly  *  Aope*! 
—his  constitution  eatmot  stand  such  conti- 
nual drinking.  However,  fate  brought  us  to* 
aether,  and  we  must  all  resi^  ourselves  to 
mte.  My  papa  knows  nothing  of  sll  this  . 
horrid  woric  as  yet-— at  least  fi^m  me ;  but 
I  soon  shall  tell  him  that  Mr.  Titmouse  sjid 
I  cannot  possibly  go  on  together  much 
lonser:  I  shall  die  if  we  do.  Of  course,  I 
shaVt  degrade  myself  by  getting  my  letter 
franked  by  Mr.  Titmouse,  so  I  direct,  under 
cover,  to  the  marquis.— By  the  way,  an- 
other piece  of  gross  impertinence  of  Mr. 
TitmouB^-when  I  came  down  one  morning 
to  breakfast,  I  found  that  the  little  brute  hal 
positively  opened  all  my  letters ! !  And  he 
says  it  is  all  one  between  us  now,  and  he 
has  a  light  to  do  it!  So  I  have  now  got  a 
letter-baff  of  my  own,  which  is  alwajfs 
delivered  in  my  dressing-room.  He  is 
everlastiagly  talking  about  the  women  he 
might  have  married!  But  I  must  eon- 
elude  alas  I  he  is  oome  home !  I  hear  his 
voice :  he  is  evidently  tipsy,  and  abusing 
some  one  in  the  hall.  What  is  to  become 
of  your  wretched  CsciLUt 

"The  Ladj  Blanche  da  Burgh." 

A  dull  and  phlegmatic  disposition,  like 
that  of  Lady  Cecilia,  must  have  been  roused 
and  stung,  indeed,  before  she  could  have  at* 
tained  to  such  strength  and  bitterness  of 
expression  as  aie  displayed  in  the  above 
communication.  Though  it  shadows  forth, 
with  painful  distinctness,  several  of  the 
more  disadvantageous  features  of  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse's character  and  conduct,  there  were 
far  darker  ones,  with  which  its  miserable 
writer  had  not  then  become  acquainted.  I 
shall  but  hastily  allude  to  one  of  them,  vis. 
that  he  was  at  that  moment  keeping  a  mis- 
tress in  town,  and  commencing  the  sedno^ 
tion  of  a  farmer's  daughter  in  the  ?ieighbour- 
hood  of  Yatton !  Execrable  little  miscre- 
ant!—why  should  I  defile  vaj  paper  I17 
further  specifyiii|[  his  gross  misdeeds,  or 
dwelling  upon  their  sickening  effects  on  the 
mind  and  feelings  of  the  weak  woman  who 
could  suffer  herself  to  be  betrayed  into 
such  a  union  t  Whatever  ma^  he  th*  «»»«- 
I  dental  «n^  uX^obo^a  «ii^T«Xi\»!se%^\^  ^vw^mx 


¥m 


rjSN  THOD4AMD  JL  TEAK. 


TMlised  by  a  womaniniofmiiiga  union  with 
9ne  who  would  be  otherwise  regaled  with 
iniiifl*erence,  or  dislike,  or  disgfust,  sh^  may 
rely  upon  it  tl||t  she  is  committinff  idi  act  of 
d^berate  untiSinesB^  which  will  be  attend- 
ed,  probably  for  the  rest  of  her  life*  with  oon- 
■eqnenees  of  unutterable  and  inevitable  mi- 
■eiy,  which  eyen  the  obtaining  of  her  pro- 
posed objects  will  not  compensate,  hot  only 
enhance.  It  is  equally  a  principle  of  our 
law,,  and  of  common  sense,  that  people  most 
be  understood  to  have  eontemplaied  me  natn- 
xal  and  necessary  consequences  of  th^r  own 
acts,  even  if  hastily--but  by  so  much  the 
more,  if  deliberately  done.  When,  there- 
fore, they  come  to  expeiienoe  those  conse- 
quences, let  them  not  complain,  A  marria^ 
of  this  description  is,  so  to  speak,  utter  d»- 
location  and  destruction  to  the  delicate  and 
beautiful  fabric  of  a  woman's  character.  It 
perverts,  it  dtjUdt  the  noblest  tendencies  of 
her  lovely  nature ;  it  utterly  decades  and 
corrupts  her;  she  sinks  irretriev&ly  into  an 
inferior  bein^ :  instead  of  her  native  simpli- 
ei^  and  punty,  are  to  be  seen  thenceforth 
onl^  heartlessoess  and  l^pocrisy.  Her  af- 
fections and  passions,  domed  their  legitimate 
objects  and  outlets,  according  to  their  origi- 
nal weakness  or  strength  of  development, 
either  disappear  and  wither— and  she  b  no 
longer  womam— or  impel  her  headlong  into 
coarse  sensuality,  pertiapa,  at  lenflrth,  open 
criminality ;  and  then  she  is  expelled  inaig^ 
nantly  and  forever  from  the  community  of 
her  sex.  It  is  not  the  mere  ring,  and  the 
orange  blossom,  that  constitute  the  differmce 
between  vmrui  and  vies. 

Had  Lady  (^ecilia  been  a  woman  of  aente 
perceptions,  or  lively  sensibilities,  she  must 
kave  fled  from  her  sufferings— she  must  have 

5 one  mad,  or  committed  suicide.  As  it  was, 
ull  as  was  her  temperament,  when  the  more 
odious  puinlfl  of  Titmouse's  ehftfaeter  and 
habits  were  forced  upon  hor  notice  by  the 
close  and  constant  conti^ity  of  daily  inter- 
course, the  reflection  that  such  must  be  the 
case /or  the  remainder  of  their  /inet,  became 
even  houriv  more  intolerable,  and  roused  into 
existence  feelings  of  active  hatred  and  dis- 
gust ;  she  became  hourly  more  alive  to  the 
real  horrors  of  her  position.  The  slender 
stay  she  had  sought  for  in  the  reflection  that 
she  had  incurred  all  by  a  duttfuksubmisston 
to  her  father's  wishes,  quickly  gave  way: 
the  knew  that  it  waa  fake!  As  forTitmonse, 
he  had  never  cared  one  straw  about  any  thing 
beyond  becoming  the  husband  of  the  future 
Baroness  of  Drelincourt,  not  merely  on  ac- 
oonnt  of  the  dignity  and  splendour  conferred 
opoD  him  by  such  an  alliance  with  the  last 
raoiaimng  member  of  the  elder  \>nncV  ot  Vaa* 


thai  it  was  it  somo  Hiynlviiuus  nay  i 
to  the  tenure  of  his  own  position.  Had  shsi 
instead  of  beiuji^  cold  and  uwnimata,  baa^iy 
even  to  repulsion  in  her  manner, and <tt|w- 
son  lean  and  uninviting,  been  of  (Wamtiaf 
manners,  affectionate  dispoeition,  of  briUiam 
accomplishments,  and  of  ripe  loveliness  «f 
person,  it  would,  I  am  penindedv  have  mads 
litde  or  no  difference  to  Bf  r.  Titmouse ;  siaM 
such  a  woman  would,  an  it  were,  stand  al- 
ways surrounded  by  the  invisible  but  t» 
passable  barrier  of  ri^^bMUMn^-^forever  fim 
oidding  commonion  and  sympathy.  As  itf 
Lady  Cecilia, Titmouseconld  seaicelvafad 
perceiving  how  she  despised  him,  and  avoid- 
ed his  company  on  every  possible  ooeaw»i 
No  person,  from  merely  seeing  them,  cooU 
have  dreamed  of  their  being  husband  and 
wife.  He  made  no  secret  at  all  (at  least  ia 
his  own  peculiar  visiting  circles)  ef  hh 
wishes  that  the  earl's  inereasing  age  and  is* 
firmitiesmifi[ht  quicken,  and  L^y  Ceeiha*f 
apparently  delicate  health  decline  apao»- 
and  thus  accelamte  the  aceession  of  Mr.'Rl* 
moose  to  the  barony  of  Drelincourt  and  tkt 
fortune  attached  to  it. 

**Ha,  ha!"  would  exclaim  his  dxaet 
boon  companions,  ^^  won't  it  be  eoniol. 
Tit,  to  see  you  take  your  seat  in  the  Dtps 
House  t" 

'*  'Pon  my  soul,  jolly,  ah,  ba !— Deman^ 
I'll  show  the  old  stagers  a  fiinny  trick  er 
two!" 

''  Capital !— ah,  ha,  ha !— Do  the  dM^? 
eh! — You'd,  make  the  ehanoellor's  wi| 
jomp  off  I" 

"« Ha,  ha,  ha  '—I'll  tickle  *em,  or  ny 
name  isn't  Tittlebat  Titmouse  !'*— By  all 
which  was  meant,  that  he  purposed  iatn* 
ducing  into  the  House  of  Lords  that  peeoIJB 
mode  of  debating  which  had  earned  km 
such  quick  distinction  in  the  House  of  Coii- 
mons! 

After  they  had  spent  about  a  nonth  rt 
Yatton,  his  oxjpnent  parliamentary  duties  it- 

auired  Mr.  Titmouse  to  tear  himself  itm 
lat  lovely  seclusion — that  <«  bower  of  bliM" 
— and  resume  his  ardooss  post  in  the  HooMi 
Though  Lady  Cecilia  would  have  vas^ 
prefeired  being  left  behind  at  Yatlon,  m* 
cency  seemed  to  require  that  the  bride  tad 
bridegroom  should  make  their  re-appeannoi 
in  t^  worid  jointly,  and  she  was  thente 
compelled  to  accompany  him  to  town;  tad 
they  were  very  soon  dulj  established  ia  kit 
new  residence  in  Park  Lane.  It  wa«  sps 
cious  and  elegant— indeed  it  was  funished 
with  great  splendour,  inasmuch  a*  fwli 
blanche  had  been  given  to  a  fashionable  ap- 
holsterer.  In  a  moment  they  were  both  m 
^<^  vKnX^^vtUn^  world  of  iashion.   IW 


tncient  family,  but  also  beoanae  xA  ilkie  \^^^VYyR4^Vi\^guc^  ^gi:9%  v^rscv^  ^^  ^Tsuai  x^aldm 
cod  repeated  assoxancea  oC  Mx.  Qanmotvc0a^tAx%iwovmX^<«^^^%^^ 
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ttngoiftlied  kttisfolk  aad  iiiends ;  and  in  due 
time  their  hospitalities  were  reUiroed  by 
Mr.  Titmouse.  His  first  dinner  party  went 
off  with  great  eeUU^  no  fewer  than  four  peera 
of  the  realm,  with  their  ladies,  being  among 
his  guests.  Mr.  Titmouse  led  down  to  din- 
ner the  gigantic  Duchess  of  Tantallan> 
blazing  in  diamonds^  being  preceded  by  his 
Grace  the  Duke  and  the  Ladv  Cecili9f---all 
of  which  was  dulv  announceo,  the  ensuing 
morning,  in  the  obsequious  columns  of  the 
Aurora.  For  some  Urns  Mr.  Titmouse  ocr 
cupied  bis  novel  and  dazzling  position  with 
becoming  decorum  and  self-denial;  but,  as 
be  became  familiar  with  it,  his  old  tastes 
reTived — and  Lady  Cecilia  and  her  friends 
were  gratined,  while  in  the  drawing-room 
afler  (nnner,  by  catching  occasional  sounds 
of  Mr.  Titmouse's  celebrated  imitations  of 
animals,  which,  once  or  twice,  when  con- 
siderably elevated,  be  insisted  upon  giving 
on  his  re-entering  the  drawing-room !  In- 
deed, ha  spared  no  pains  to  acquire  the 
power  of  pleasing  society  by  the  display  of 
xwe  accomplishments ;  for  which  purpose 
he  took  lessons  every  other  day  in  the  art  dio' 
boUe^^.  e.,  in  conjuring^,  in  which  he  soon 
became  an  ex]>ert  proficient,  and  could  play 
marvellous  tricks  upon  cards  and  with 
dioe,  eat  pocket-handkerchiefs»  cause  wine- 
glasses vuiibly  to  sink  through  solid  tables, 
and  perform  sundry  other  astounding  feats. 
Nor  was  he  long  in  collecting  round  him 
guests,  who  not  only  tolerated,  but  professed 
infinite  delight  in  such  entertainments — 
^  fit  audience  nor  few*'-— consisting  princi- 
pally of  those  adventurous  gentlemen  who 
nave  entered  parliament  in  a  devout  reliance 
on  Providence  to  find  them  dinners.  *Twas 
only  in  such  society  as  this  that  Titmouse 
could  feel  the  least  sense  of  enjoyment,  and 
from  which  Lady  Cecilia  altogether  ab- 
sented herself,  often  without  deigning  the 
•lightest  reason,  excuse,  or  apology.  In 
fact,  the  intemperate  habits  and  irregular 
hours  of  Titmouse  soon  rendered  it  neces- 
sary that  he  and  the  Lady  Cecilia  should 
pccupy  separate  sleeping  apartments;  for 
either  his  club,  the  House,  or  his  other  en- 
gagemenis,  kept  hin^  out  till  a  very  latt- 
er rather  early — ^hour  every  morning. 

It  was  about  half-past  eleven  o'clock  one 
day  towards  the  latter  end  of  June,  that 
Mr.  Titmouse,  having  finished  breakfast, 
(which  was  surely  very  early,  since  he  had 
not  got  to  bed  till  four  o'clock  that  morn^ 
ing,)  a  meal  to  which  he  invariably  sat 
down  alone,  often  not  catching  a  glimpse 
of  Lady  Cecilia,  except  on  a  chance  en- 
counter in  the  hall,  or  on  the  stairs,  or  when 
they  were  forced  to  go  out  to  dinner  to- 
gether^had  entered  his  library  to  enjoy 
ondiBturhedt  the  luxury  ofhia  hookah.  Th( 
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library  was  a  large  and  handsome  room,  all 
the  sides  of  whiSi  were  occupied  by  very 
curious  antique  carved  oak  bookcases,  which 
had  belonged  to  the  former  tasteful  occupant 
of  the  house,  and  from  whom  they  had  been 
purchased  by  Titmouse,  who  then  be- 
thought himself  of  procuring  a  library  to 
fill  them.  For  this  purpose,  it  luckily  oo^ 
curred  to  him,  on  seeing  an  advertisement 
of  a  library  for  sale  by  auction  one  day,  that 
it  would  be  a  good  speculation  to  be  before- 
hand with  the  expected  audience,  and  pnr^ 
chase  it  in  a  lump,  by  p^vate  contract.  He 
did  so— -and  at  a  remarkably  low  price; 
giving  directions  that  they  should  fortnwith 
be  carried  to  a  bookbinder,  named  by  the  ' 
obsequious  auctioneer— with  orders  to  bind 
them  all  in  elegant,  but  as  varied  bindings 
as  possible.  Certainly  the  works  were  of 
a  somewhat  miscellaneous  character  ;-M>ld 
directories;  poems  by  young  ladies  and 
gentlemen ;  ready  reckoners ;  Doddridge's* 
expositor;  hints  on  etiquette;  two  hundred 
Mmerva  press  novels;  triplicate  editions 
of  some  forty  books  on  cookery ;  the  art  of 
war;  chances;  books  of  travels;  bibles, 
dictionaries,  prayer-books,  plays,  adven- 
tures of  noted  highwaymen ;  the  classics ; 
moral  essays;  and  Bum's  ecclesiastical 
law.  If  these  respectable  works  had  had 
the  least  sense  of  tne  distinction  that  had 
been  so  unexpectedly  bestowed  upon  them, 
they  ought  not  to  have  murmured  at  neve 
afterwards  receiving  the  slightest  personal 
attention  firom  their  spirited  and  gitted  pro- 
prietor. The  room  was  lit  by  a  nxge  bow 
window,  which,  being  partially  open,  ad* 
mitted  the  pleasant1>reeze  which  was  stir- 
ring without,  while  the  strong  light  was 
roiuffated  by  the  half-drawn  blmds,  and  the 
ample  chintz  window  draperies.  On  the 
mantelpiece  stood  one  or  two  small  alabas- 
ter statues  and  vases,  and  a  very  splendid 
and  elaborately  ornamented  French  time- 
piece. The  only  unpleasantness  percepti- 
ble, was  the  sort  of  disagreeable  odour  pre- 
valent in  rooms  which,  as  in  the  present 
instance,  are  devoted  to  smoking.  To  this 
room  had  been  also  transferred  many  of  the 
articles  which  I  have  described  as  having 
been  visible  in  his  rooms  at  the  Albany. 
Over  the  mantelpiece  was  placed  the  pic- 
ture of  the  holers— that  of  Titmouse  being 
similarly  situated  in  the  dining-room.  Mr. 
Titmouse  was  in  a  fiill  crimson  dressing- 
gown,  with  yellow  slippers,  his  shirt-col- 
lar was  open  and  thrown  down  over  his 
shoulders— leaving  exposed  to  view  a  quan- 
tity of  sand-colouied  hair  under  his  throat. 
In  fact,  he4ooked  the  image  of  a  gentkmam 
(of  one  sort)  at  kU  ea»e»  tt^  Va?s  ^xl^^ 
sofa  w\\h  h\a\iooV«^\iL\jS»\eSx\vMA\TiKw. 
« him  ivaa  1^  teJtAe  csa  >«\avSix  iXa«^  "^"^ 
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with  the  ur  of  one  saflTering  fsooL 
Here  a  pause  of  some  momenta  easoed. 

*^  Can  we  haTa  aboat  half  an  hoar  to  o» 
aelyes,  uninterraptedly  1**  at  length  im^aak 
Mr.  Gammon. 

**A — a— why — my  8inging-ma8ter»ea» 
ing  here  a  litUe  after  twelre,*^  qaoUi  1^ 
mouse,  turning  himself  round  so  as  ti»  li 
able  to  look  at  the  clock  on  the  manteloini 

**  0,  probably  leas  tiian  that  period  vfl 
suffice,  if  we  shall  not  be  interrupted— of 
I  ring  the  bell,  and  ^vHll  yon  gire  odenS 
that  effect  t"  With  this  Gammon  nmf  h 
bell ;  and  on  the  semmt*8  appearing 

^*  I  say,  sir — do  you  hear,  dcmme  r  nM 
Titmouse,  *^  not  at  home— till  this  pill^ 
man's  gone/'  The  man  bowed,  and  vflk* 
drew ;  and  on  his  cloein^  the  door,  Gib> 
mon  softly  stepped  after  him  and  bolted  H; 
by  which  time  Titmouse,  somewhat  stvtU, 
withdrew  his  hookah  firom  his  moath,  o^ 
gazed  rather  anxiously  at  Gammoo,  aboa 
whose  appearance  he  then,  for  the  first  tiai, 
fancied  he  saw  something  unreasontbic 

"Ah,  how— how  monstrous  funny fb 
exclaimed,  and  began  to  smoke  rather  nai 
energetically  than  before,  with  his  eyr fini 
on  &e  grave  countenance  of  Mi.  Gta* 
mon. 

"  My  dear  Titmouse,**  commenced  }k 
visiter,  drawing  his  chair  near  to  'Hbncaa^ 
and  speaking  in  an  earnest  and  kbdl j  n» 
ner,. "  docs  it  never  astonish  you,  when  in 
reflect  on  the  stroke  of  fortune  whidiw 
elevated  you  to  your  present  point  of  spki* 
dour  and  distinction  1'* 

"  Most  amazing  ! — ^uncommon  !**  repSel 
Titmouse,  apprehensively. 

"  It  ii  /—marvellous !  unprecedented! ;« 
are  tbe  envy  of  hundreds  upon  hundreds  if 
thousands!  such  an  affair  as  yours  does itt 
happen  abqve  once  or  twice  m  a  couple  if 
centuries— 4f  so  often !  You  cannot  ima|iBi 
the  feelings  of  delist  with  which  I  rem 
all  this — this  brilliant  result  of  mj  kif 
labours,  and  untiring  devotion  to  your  li^ 
vice." — He  paused. 

*»0,  'pon  my  life,  yes;  it's  all  n^ 
true,"  replied  Titmouse,  with  a  little  trql- 
dation,  replenishing  the  bowl  of  hishoonk 
with  tobacco. 

"  May  I  continue  to  hope,  my  dear  Til^ 
mouse,  that  I  have  established  my  claim  is 
be  considered,  in  some  measure,  as  tbe  seb 
architect  of  your  extraordinary  fortaneft" 
your  earliest, — ^your  most  constant  fritfodT 

**  You  see,  as  Pve  often  said,  Mr.  Qm 
mon, — ^I*m  most  uncommon  obliged  to  jei 

for  all  favours-'So  help  roe !  aad  so 

TCLVStake^" — with  a  countenance  of  ineret^ 


Mirmng  Growl,  and  some  eight  or  ten  let- 
ters, only  one  or  two  of  which  had  as  yet 
been  opened.  He  had  Jast  leaned  back  his 
head,  and  with  anair  of  tranouil  enjoyment 
very  slowly  expelled  a  mouthful  of  smoke, 
when  a  servant  submissively  entered,  and 
amiounced  the  arrifal  of  a  visiter— Mr.  Gam- 
noon. 

«« How  d*ye  do.  Gammon !— early,  eh  t" 
eommenced  Titmottse,  without  stirring,  and 
with  infinite  composure  and  nonchslance. 
Mr.  Gammon  made  the  usual  reply,  and  pre- 
•sntly  sat  down  in  the  chair  placed  for  him 
by  the  servant,  nearly  opposite  to  Mr.  Tit- 
inottse— who,  had  he  been  accustomed  to  ob- 
servation, or  capable  of  it,  might  have  de- 
tected something  very  unusual  in  the  flushed 
fiioe,  the  anxious  and  restless  eye,  and  the 
forced  manner  of  his  visiter. 

**  Likely  to  be  devilish  hot  day — ^'pon  my 
•oul  !"«-exclaimed  Titnvouse,  after  again 
^mpt^fuff  his  mouth— -adding,  in  a  tolerably 
eonceited  manner — ^^  By  the  way — ^here's  a 
letter  from  Snap— just  opened  it!*-Dem 
him,  aaks  me  for  a  place  under  government; 
^Ah— a— what's  he  fit  for  !" 

**  For  what  he  it,  and  nothing  else,"  re- 
plied Gammon,  quietly  glancing  his  eye  sar- 
castically over  poor  Snap's  letter,  which  Tit- 
mouse handed  him,  though  marked  ^^strictly 
confidential,"— Gammon  being  undoubtedly 
tlie  very  last  man  Upon  earth  whom  Snap 
would  have  wished  to  know  of  his  applica- 
tion. 

**  Were  you  at  the  House  last  night  ? 
Thev  sat  very  late !  Lord  Bulfinoh  made,  I 
think,  a  very  powerful  speech — ^" 

^ Yes,  devilish  good;  i%ither  long,  though!" 
replied  Titmouse,  languidly. 

.He  had  by  this  time  turned  himself  to- 
wards Mr.  Gammon;— his  right  arm  and 
leg  hanging  carelessly  over  the  side  of  the 
sofa 

"Lady  Cecilia  is  well,!  hopel"— 

"Can't  say — ^not  seen  her  this  week," 
drawled  Titmouse.  "  I'll  ring  and  ask,  if 
you  wish,"  he  added,  with  an  affected 
■mile. 

"  Ah,  mv  dear  Titmouse,"  quoth  Gam- 
mon, blandly,  and  with  a  smile  of  delicious 
flattery, "  I  hope  you  don't  giro  her  ladyship 
Just  cause  for  jtalotuy  7 — ^Eh  1  You  must 
not  avail  yourself  of  your— your  acknow- 
ledeedpower  over  the  sex— ^mem !" 

Mr.  Titmouse,  half  closing  his  eyes,  silent- 
ly eipelled  a  mouthful  of  smoke,  while  an 
ineffable  smile  stole  over  his  features. 

•*  You  must  not  neglect  her  ladyship.  Tit- 
mouse," quoth  Gammon,  gently  shaking  his 
liead,  and  with  an  anxious\y  deteteitiXvaV  ^\t. 

"Ton  my  life,  1  don't  nftgXecX \i«i\ — \\Tv^^'aw\%TtfS8&\'wAV^ 
Pabljc  life,  you  know,"  repWed  T\\mo\s»«> AVwstvX.  ^^K«^^«^^'wA.  %aiXVv'^V\&\a0t.>3BsiiA^ 
jirly,  with  his  eyes  cloaed,  ai4  atj«stoa%\lx^Vi^rox^^^*^^5tt^^  ^ 
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*■  Ab  I  tm  not  in  the  habit,  nj  dear  Tit- 
moaae,  of  beating  about  the  boahf  let  me 
eKDTees  a  hope  that  yoa  consider  the  aerricea 
I  navf  rendered  you  not  unworthy  of  re- 
quital."— 

*'  Oy  yea — ^to  be  sure— certainly,''— 4|uoth 
Titmouse,  slightly  changing  colour-—**  any 
thing,  by  Jove,  that's  in  my  power*- bat,  it 
is  most  particular  unfortunate  that— -ahem ! 
— eo  deused  hard  up  iust  now— 4>ut— ah, 
*pon  my  soul,  1*11  speak  to  Lord  Bulfineh, 
or  some  of  those  people,  and  get  you  aome- 
thtng— though  I  8han*t  do  any  thing  of  the 
kind  for  ^ru^— -dem  him !  VouWe  no  idea 
how  devilish  thick  Lord  Bulfinph  and  I  are 
-^e  ahakes  hands  with  me  when  we  meet 
in  the  lobby— he  does,  *pon  my  life.** 

**  I  am  yery  much  obliged,  my  dear  Tit- 
mouae,  for  your  kind  of&i^--but  I  have  a 
Hiile  political  influence  myself,  when  I  think 
&t  to  exert  it,"  replied  Gammon,  jgrayely. 

**Well,  then,**  interrupted  Titmouse, 
s^georly— **  as  for  money— -if  that's  what— 
ij  jingo !  but  if  you  don't  know  how  jpre- 
dauM  hard  up  one  is  just  now        ** 

^  My  dear  sir,  the  subject  on  which  we 
ve  now  engaged  is  one  of  inexpressible 
interest  and  importance,  in  my  opinion,  to 
»ach  of  us ;  and  let  us  discuss  it  calmly. 
L  am  prepared  to  make  a  communication  to 
fOQ  immediately,  which  you  will  never  for- 
]rei  to  the  day  of  your  death.  Are  you  pre- 
^red  to  receive  it  1'* 

**  O,  yes  I — Never  so  wide  awake  in  my 
life!  O  Lord!  fire  away" — replied  Titr 
House ;  and  takinfir  the  ti])  of  his  hookah 
kom  his  lips,  and  holding  it  in  his  left  fin- 
{«rs,  he  lesmed  forward,  ataring  open-mouth- 
sd  at  Gammon. 

**  Well,  my  dear  Titmouse,  then  I  will 
proceed.  1  will  not  enjoin  yon  to  secrecy  ; 
I  ^nd  ^at  not  merely  because  I  have  full 
sonfidence  in  your  honour^— but  because 
foa  cannot  disclose  it  to  any  mortal  man, 
but  at  the  peril  of  immediate  and  utter  ruin.'* 

**  *Pon  my  soul,  most  amazing !  Demme, 
ICr.  Gammon,  you  frighten  me  out  of  my 
lenses  !*'  said  Titmouse,  turning  paler  and 

Ser,  as  his  recollection  became  more  and 
tinct  of  certain  mysterious  hints  of  Mr. 
Uammon's,  many  months  before,  at  Yatton, 
MS  to  his  power  over  Titmouse. 

**  Consider  for  a  moment.  You  are  now 
a  member  of  parliament;  the  unouestioned 
owner  of  a  fine  estate;  the  husband  of  a 
lady  of  very  high  rank — the  last  direct 
representative  of  one  of  the  proudest  and 
most  ancient  of  the  noble  families  of  Great 
Britain ;  you  yourself  are  next  but  one  in 
loooeesion  to  almost  the  oldest  baron  in  the 
dngdom  :  in  fact,  in  all  human  probability 
fOtt  are  the  next  Loud  DaxunrcouRT;  and 
i/  this  throuffh  mk.*'    He  paused. 


^  Well,'  I  excuse  me*  Mr.  Gammon— 4nil 
I  hear  ;-~4hough— ^em !  you're— {meaning 
no  offence)— Ican't  for  the  life  and  soul  of  me 
tell  what  the  devil  it  is  you're  drivmp^  at"— • 
said  Titmouse,  twisting  bis  fin^^er  into  his 
hair,  and  ming  at  Gammon  with  intense 
anxiety.  Tor  some  moments  Mr.  Gammon 
remained  looking  very  solemnly  and  in. 
ailence  at  Titmouse ;  and  then  proceeded. 

**  Yet  you  are  reaUy  no  more  entitled  to 
be  what  you  seem— what  you  are  thought— 
or  to  possess  what  you  at  present  possess 
—than — the  little  wretch  that  last  swept 
your  chimneys  hers !" 

The  hookah  dropped  out  of  Titmouse's 
hand  upon  the  floor,  and  he  made  no  effort 
to  pick  it  up,  but  sat  staring  at  Gammon, 
white  as  his  shirt,  and  in  bluik  dismay. 

**I  perceive  that  you  are  agitated,  Mr* 
Titmouse,"  said  Gammon,  kindly. 

**  By  Jove— I  should  think  so !"  replied 
Titmouse,  faintly ;  but  he  tried  to  assume 
an  incredulous  smile— in  vain,  however; 
and  to  such  a  pitch  had  his  a^tation  reach- 
ed, that  he  rose,  opened  a  cabinet  near  hinit 
and  taking  out  from  it  a  brandy-flask  and  a 
wine  glass,  poured  it  out  full,  and  drank  it 
off.  •' YouaVtjo/Etng,  Mr.Gammon,ehV* 
Again  he  attempted  a  sickly  smile. 

•'  God  forbid,  Mr.  Titmouse !" 

««  Well,— but— wA^  an't  I  entitled  to  . 
all !     Hasn't  the  law  given  it  to  me  1" 

*'  No  one  on  earth  knows  the  who  and  the 
why  of  this  matter  biK^y self;  and,  if  yon 
choose,  no  one  ever  sh^l ;  nay,  I  will  take' 
care,  if  you  come  this  morning  to  my  terms, 
to  deprive  even  myself  uf  all  means  of  pror 
ing  wbat  I  can  now  prove,  at  any  moment  i 
choose."— 

'*  Lord !"  ejaculated  Titmouse,  wiping 
his  forehead— >hi8  agitation  visibly  increas- 
ing. •'  What's  to  be  the  figure  1"  he  falter- 
ed, presently,  and  looked  as  if  he  dreaded 
to  hear  the  answer. 

'*If  you  mean,  what  are  my  /eran*— I 
will  at  once  tell  you :— they  are  terms  on 
which  I  shall  peremptorily  insist;  they 
have  been  long  fixed  m  my  own  mind ;  I 
am  quite  inflexible :  so  help  me  Heaven,  1 
will  not  vary  them  a  hair's-breadth  !  I  re- 
quire, first.  To  sit  in  pariiament  for  Yatton 
at  the  next  election ;  and  afterwards  alter- 
nately with  yourself;  and,  secondly.  That 
you  immediately  grant  roe  an  annuity  for 
my  life  of  two  thousand  pounds  a  year  on 
your—" 

Titmouse  sprung  from  the  sofa,  dashirg 
his  fist  on  the  table,  and  uttering  a  fright* 
ful  imprecation,  tie  stood  for  a  moment, 
and.  then  threw  himself  desperately  at  full 
length  on  the  aofa^  ai\i\teT\Ti4>JMi%'sssi'fe«»^ 
1  cration  iKaV  VvaA  titaX  SawttfA  Itwsv  ^s^'^^X^ 
1  Gammon  movedi  nov  ^  xwm«^»%^s«^»  to«A^  ^ 
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•teadfast  eye  on  Titmmise :  the  two  might 
have  been  compared  to  the  affrighted  rabbit, 
and  the  deadly  boa-constrictor. 

•*It'8  all  a  swindle! — a  d— -d  swin- 
dle!** at  length  he  exclaimed,  starting  np 
into  a  sitting  posture,  and  almost  jprinning 
defiance  at  Gammon.  *'  Yoa*re  a  swindler  !^ 
*4ie  exclaimed,  vehemently. 

**  Possibly-— but  yot*  are  a— bastard**— 
replied  Gammon,  calmly.  Titmonse  look- 
ed the  picture  of  horror,  and  trembled  in 
every  limb. 

^  It*8  a  lie !— It*8  all  a  lie  !**— he  gasped. 

**  Sir,  you  are  a  6as/ar(2**— lepeateS  Gam- 
mon, extending  his  forefinger  m  a  solemn 
manner  towaras  Titmouse.  "Wretched 
niaereantF^o  you  presume  to  tell  me  I  lie  f 
You  base-bom  cur!*'— a  lightning  fflanoe 
riiot  from  his  eye ;  bat  he  restrained  him- 
self. Titmouse  sat  at  length  as  if  petrified, 
while  Gammon,  in  a  low  and  solemn  tone, 
proceeded-^'  You  the  owner  of  Yatton  1 
You  the  next  Lord  Drelincourt  1  No  more 
than  the  helper  in  your  stables!  One 
breath  of  mine  blights  you  forever-— as  an 
impostor— a  mere  audacious  swindler — ^to 
be  spit  upon !  to  be  kicked  out  of  society— 
perhaps  to  be  transported  for  life.  Gracious 
Heaven !  what  wilt  the  Earl  of  Dreddlinff- 
ton  say  when  he  hears  that  bis  sole  daugh- 
ter and  heiress  is  married  to  a  It  will 
kill  him,  or  he  will  kill  you.'* 

**Two  can  play  at  that,"  whimpered  Tit- 
mouse, faintly — ^indeed  almost  inarticulate- 
ly.   There  was  nearly  a  moment's  pause. 

M  No— -but  if  it  all  true  ? — honour !"  in- 
quired Titmouse,  in  a  very  subdued  voice. 

**  As  God  is  my  witness  !'*  replied  Gam- 
mon. 

"Well,**  exclaimed  Titmouse,  after  a 
pTodigpious  sigh,  "  then,  at  any  rate  you're 
in  for  it  with  me ;  you  said  just  now  you'd 
dbne  it  all. — ^Ah,  ha!  I  recollect,  Mr. 
Gammon !— I  should  no  more  have  thought 
of  it  mystf^— Lord  !  than— what  d'ye  say  to 
Mo/,  Air.  Gammon  t" 

**  Alas,  sir !  it  will  not  avail  ^ou,**  re- 

flied  Gammon,  with  a  fearful  smild ;  "  for 
never  made  the  dreadful  discoveiy  of  your 
illegitimacy  till  it  was  too  late— till  at  least 
two  months  after  I  had  put  you  (whom  I 
believed  the  true  heir)  into  possession  of 
Yalton." 

•*  Ah— I  don't  know— bat  why  didn't  you 
tell  Lord  Dreddlin^n  t  Why  did  you  let 
me  marry  Ladv  Cicely  !  By  Jove,  but  it's 
you  he'll  kill,'*  quoth  Titmouse,  eagerly. 
^  Yes  !^Alas !  I  ought  to  have  done  so. 


99 


<*0,  tud!*'  ejaculated  Titmoasa,  b* 
voluntarily,  and  almost  nneonseioialy,  tl» 
ing  stupidly  at  Gammon,  who  eontinoel, 
with  a  renewed  sigh — **Ye8,  I  ougk  to 
have  told  his  lordship — bat  I  own— 1  vii 
led  away  by  feelings  of  pity — of  afledioi 
for  Tou— «nd  is  this  the  return  t**  Hi 
spoke  Ais  with  a  lodt  and  in  a  tone  of  •» 
rowful  reproach. 

^  Well,  you  diouldnU  have  come  dowaci 
one  so  suddenly— all  at  onoe— howcai 
man — eh  T    Such  horrid  news  !** 

**  It  has  cost  me,  sir,  greater  pain  to  id 
you,  than  it  has  cost  you  to  hear  it !" 

*•  By  the  living  Jove  !**  exclaimed  Ti^ 
mouse,  starting  up  with  a  sort  of  ieekle» 
ness,  and  pounnc^  out  and  tossing  off  a  laifi 
glassfol  ot  bran^— '*  it  ean^t  be  tnie— A 
all  a  dream!  I — I  an't— I  eanU  be  aba^^ 
perhaps  you're  all  this  while  the  troe  bdi^ 
Mr.  Gammon?"  he  added,  briskly,  ni 
snapped  his  fingers  at  his  companion. 

^  No,  sir,  I  am  not,"  replied  GamoM^ 
calmly ;  ^  but,  let  me  telfyou,  /  fanr 
where  he  ii  to  be  founds  Mr.  Titmoase !  d$ 
you  commission  me  to  go  in  search  of  his  1" 
he  inquired,  suddenly  fixing  his  bright 
penetrating  eye  upon  Titmouse,  wboih 
stantly  stammered  out— ^  O,  Ind !  By  Jon! 
no,  no !" 

Grammon  could  scarcely  suppress  a  ttte 
smile,  so  ludicrous  were  the  lock  and  tssi 
of  Titmouse.  -  ^ 

**  You  shouldn't  have  let  me  speaA  wtA 
a  lot  of  money,  if  it  wasn't  mine  all  di 
while" 

**  The  estate  was,  in  a  manner,  Mr.  11^ 
mouse,  in  my  gift ;  and  in  pitching  bm 
you,  sir,  out  of  several,  I  had  imagined  Ml 
I  had  chosen  a  fi;entl^man— a  man  gntdU 
and  honourable'*— 

^  'Pon  my  solemn  soul,  so  I  am  /**  isi» 
rupted  Titmouse. 

**  I  had  but  to  scrawl  a  line  or  two  wii 
my  pen,  the  very  first  day  that  I  saw  yH 
at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Tag-rag'— and  there,  m 
—or  in  some  similar  hole— you  wonld  htm 
been  at  this  moment!"  replied  GamnaBi 
with  a  sudden  sternness  that  quite  overtwai 
Titmouse,  but  totally  losing  sight  of  te 
very  different  account  of  the  matter  wbiel 
he  had  given  Titmouse  five  minutes  befeit; 
but  the  very  best  and  meet  experieneed  hut 
have  very  short  memories.  Here  it  WM» 
however,  Liar  v.  Ibol ;  and  the  latter  dM 
not  perceive  the  slip  made  by  his  advanuy 
— who,  however,  suddenly  became  avfli 
of  his  little  inconsistency,  and  coloured. 

»« You'll  excuse   me,  sir,**  quoth  Tl^ 


jvplied  Mr.  Gammon,  with  a  profound  sigh 

—adding,  abstractedly,  ^^llma^  iio\b^4oo I mouse^  presently;  but  with  an  air 
iate  to  make  his  lordahin  tome  am«ui^%.  \\^«^%\MA^^xx^Ts^ss(&ssQ&:ml7  mote  timid  asl 
may  save  his  title  from  decnjAaAoti.    IjoAX  ^<i\j^s.xlv\— ^''X^xiX  unJl^wi^W  -^^-^sa^^asXt 
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«t  dll  Btoaofle,  roa  know,  il  isaH  only 
Mwifi^  ^e  thing  that  will  do— you  know, 
fu.  Oammon.'^ 

«« Certainly-— certainly !  Yon  axe  quite 
ligfat,  Mr.  TitmouM !  Moihiiiff  mora  rea- 
Miable!  Your  earioeity  shall  be  patified. 
Aware  that  your  natural  aeuteneea,  my  dear 
•b,  would  in  all  probability  prompt  yoa  to 
make  the  Tory  observation  tou  have  now 
made,  I  have  prorided  myaeii  with  the  three 
principal  docoments,  and  yoa  shall  see 
them ;  though  I  doubt  whether  yon  will  at 
#iBt  right  understand  them,  or  appreciate 
their  importance ;  but,  if  you  desire  it,  I 
will  fully  explain  them  to  you.*' 

With  this  he  took  out  his  pocket4)ook, 
and  with  much  care  took  out  three  pieces 
of  ]>aper,  folded  u^,  which,  after  a  brief  pie- 
liminary  explanstion,  he  unfolded  and  read 
—Titmouse  looking  oyer  his  shoulder* 

""Do  I  ]pM>w  the  handwriting  t**  said  Tit- 
mouse. 

^  Probably  not,'*  replied  Gammon. 

^  It's  a  devilish  queer,  old-fashioned  sort 
of  writing.'' 

**Itf9;  and'when  you  consider''— 

''Are  all  three  ii^  the  same  handwrit- 
ing 1"  inquired  Titmouse,  taking  them  into 
fats  tremulous  hand;  while  Gammon  ob- 
•enred  that  his  countenance  indicated  the 
despair  which  had  taken  possession  of  him. 

**That  cursed  curtain  is  so  much  in  the 
light,"  .said  Titmouse,  looking  up,  and  eo- 
li^  towards  it,  as  if  to  draw  it  aside,  tie 
started  suddenly  away  from  Gammon,  and 
with  frenzied  gestures  tore  the  little  papere 
to  pieces  with  Inconceivable  rajpidi^,  and 
-fting  them  out  of  the  window,  where  a  brisk 
breese  instantly  took  them  up,  and  scattered 
them  abroad — ^the  glistening  fragments- 
Haver  to  be  again  re-united. 

Having  performed  this  astounding  feai, 
he  instantly  turned  round,  and  leaning  his 
tnck  against  the  window,  gazed  at  Gam- 
non  with  a  deepente  air  of  mingled  appre- 
hension and  triumph,  but  spoke  not  a  word. 
Not  did  (Gammon :  but,  O !  the  smile  with 
which  he  regarded  Titmouse  as  he  slowly 
approached  towards  him!  who,  stepping 
aside  as  Gammon  advsnoed,  reached  the 
esbinet,  and  with  desperate  rapidity  threw 
open  the  door,  and,  as  if  the  devil  had  been 
waiting  his  bidding,  in  a  moment  turned 
round  upon  Gammon  with  a  pistol. 

**  So  help  me  God,  I'll  fire !''  |[a8ped  Tit- 
mouso,  cockinfir  and  presenting  it— '^  I  will 
—I  will — one!— two ! — ^For  God's  sake  be 
off !— 4t's  loaded,  and  no  mistake!" 

^  Booby !  you  may  put  your  oistol  down, 
sir!"  said  Gammon, calmly  and  resolutely, 
a  contemptuous  smile  passing  over  his  pale 
intarea. 

9m2 


**Dsnaie!  dfatanoe  l~^Keep  your  di»> 
tance!" 

**  Ridiculoua  simpleton!  you  poor  rogue  !** 
said  Gammon,  laughingly.  There  was* 
however,  murder  in  his  smile;  and  Ti^ 
mouse  instinctively  perceived  it.  He  kept 
his  deadly  weapon  pointed  full  at  Gam- 
mon's breast. 

Gammon  stood  for  a  minute  or  twoi, 

¥izing  steadfastly,  and  without  moving,  at 
itmouse;  and  then,  shrugging  bis  shoulr 
ders,  with  a  hitler  smile,  returned  to  his 
chair,  and  resumed  his  seat.  Titmouse^ 
however,  refused  to  follow  his  examplo. 

**  So  help  me  Ciod,  sir !  I  will  not  hurt  m 
hair  of  ^our  hold,"  said  Gammon,  solemn- 
ly. Still  Titmouse  remained  at  the  win- 
dow, pistol  in  hand*  **  Why  should  I  hurt 
yout  What  have  you  to  fear,  you  little 
idiot  t"  iiu^uired  Uammon,  impatienUy* 
«« Do  yon  think  you  have  injured  me  1  Do 
you  Uiink  me  so  creat  a  fool,  my  little 
friend,  as  reallj  to  have  trusted  you  with 
the  preoioQS  onginals,  of  which  those  were 
only  the , copies  &— Copies  which  1  can  re- 
place in  a  minute  or  two's  time  ?  The  ori- 
ginals, believe  me,  are  far  away,  and  aaft 
mooorh  under  lock  and  key." 

Mfi^— .I-^on't  believe  you,"  gasped 
Titmouse,  dropping  the  hand  that  held  the 
pistol,  and  sp^ikinp^  in  a  truly  dismal  tone. 

**Tbat  does  not  signify,  my  worthy  little 
friend,"  said  Gammon,  with  a  bitter  smile, 
^  if  the /ad  be  so.  That  you  are  a  fool  you 
must  by  this  time  even  yourself  begin  to 
suspect;  and  you  canH  doubt  that  you  are 
an  arrant  little  rogue,  afker  what  has  Joat 
taken  place.  EhT  'Twas  a  bright  idea, 
truly— -well  conceived  and  boldly  executed. 
I  give  you  aU  the  credit  for  it;  and  it  is  only  * 
your  misfortune  that  it  was  not  successful. 
oo  let  us  now  return  to  business.  Uncock 
your  pistol,  replace  it  in  your  cabinet,  alid 
resume  your  seat,  or  in  one  minute's  time  I 
leave  you,  and  go  direct        " 

Titmouse,  after  a  moment  or  two's  panaa 
of  irresolution,  passively  obeyed*— very 
nearly  on  the  point  of  crying  aloud  with 
disappointment  and  impotent  rage ;  and  he 
and  Uammon  were  again  sittmg  opposite 
to  one  another. 

Gammon  was  cold  and  collected :  yet, 
must  it  not  have  cost  him  a  prodigious  ef- 
fort 1  Though  he  had  tofd 'Fitmouse  that 
they  were  eoput  only,  which  he  had  de- 
stroyed, they  were,  nevertheless,  the  oaiei- 
NALS,  which,  with  such  an  incredible  indis- 
cretion, he  had  trusted  into  the  hands  oi  Tit- 
mouse; they  were  the  oaioiVALs  which  Tii- 
mquse  had  just  scattered  to  the  winds,  and, 
in  so  doings  had  sadd^uJc^  Vu^VfiscLXn  v^^^^ 
\  the  wand  ot  \]bn  «iM&VaiSuisi  ^\l^  ^^^  Vsvi. 
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cxereiied  orer  bim  to  ajtfeeiioiu  and  de- 
spotic an  aathorit^.  How  comes  it,  that  we 
not  unfrequently  find  men  of  the  pnrofoandest 
eraft,  just  at  the  Teiy  eriais  of  their  fortunes, 
thus  unexpectedly  and  ineiedibly  commit 
ting  themselTes  1 

*' Are  you  now  satisfied,  Titmouse,  that 
you  are  completely  at  my  mercy,  and  at  the 
same  time  totally  undtoerring  <^  itV  said 
Gammon,  speaking  in  a  low  and  earnest 
tone,  and  with  much  of  his  former  kind- 
ness of  manner.  To  an  obsenrant  eye, 
howerer,  what  was  at  that  moment  the  real 
expression  in  that  of  Gammon's  1  Soothing 
•ad  gentle  as  was  his  voice,  he  felt  as  if 
ae  could  instantly  hare  destroyed  the  auda- 
eious  little  miscreant  before  him.  ^'Do 
not,  my  dear  Titmouse,  madly  make  me 
your  enemy— your  enemy  for  life;  but 
rather  your  mend— your  watchful  and  pow- 
erful friend,  whose  eveiy  interest  is  identi- 
fied with  your  own.  Biemember  all  that  I 
haTe  done  and  sacrificed  for  yon— how  I 
hsTe  racked  my  brain  for  you  day  and 
night,  always  relying  upon  your  ultimate 

Edtude.  0,  the  endless  schemiiur  I  have 
to  practise,  to  conceal  your  fiitu  secret, 
of  which  you  shall  eie  long  know  more. 
During  these  last  two  yeais  have  I  not  ruin- 
ously neglected  my  own  interests  to  look 
after  yours  t'* 

Gammon  paused,  and  abruotlj^  added, 
**  I  have  but  to  lift  my  finger,  ana  this  splen- 
did dressinMOwn  of  yours,  Titmouse,  is 
exchanged  for  a  prison  jacket.'' 

««0  Loid!  0  Lord!  O  Lord!"  sud- 
denly exclaimed  Titmouse,  with  a  shudder : 
**I  wish  I  were  dead  and  fi>rgotten!  O 
Lord !  what  shall  I  do  t  'Pon  m^  mu/" — 
he  struck  his  forehead  wiik.  some  violence— • 
•*  I'm  going  mad !" 

**  Consider,  Tkmouse,  calmly,  how  rea- 
sonable and  moderate  is  my  offer,"  pro- 
ceeded Gammon;  who  now  and  then  expe- 
rienced changes  of  colour,  on  the  sudden 
recurrence  of  a  sense  of  his  last  misfortune. 

<« Here's  Lady  Cicely  to  have  £Z000  a 
year." 

^*  Not  till  after  your  death,  my  dear  sir." 

*'Then  she  shall  have  it  directly;  for 
eurse  me  if  I  don't  kill  myself!" 

**  Then  she  would  never  have  a  farthing ; 
for  I  should  instantly  produce  the  rw 
heir." 

**  Yah !"  exclaimed  Titmouse,  uttering  a 
■onnd  like  the  sharp,  furious  bark  of  a  cur, 
lolled  at  all  noints.  He  threw  himself  on 
the  sofo,  and  folded  his  arms  on  his  breast, 
eompressing  them,  as  it  were,  with  con- 
FuJsive  vehemenoe. 

«« Do  not  «xeite  yoiiinc\i,'Nli.TvVBtf»M*. 


mfaie,  I  esB  imuie  mi!  Yea  will 
enjqjr  a  truly  splendid  income,  little 
of  mne  thousand  a  year ;  for  I  will  wukh 
take  to  raise  the  Y  atton  rental,  within  t 
year  or  two,  to  twelve  or  thirteen  thonwri 
a  jrear,  as  I  have  dften  told  yon.  I  have  «»• 
plained  to  you,  over  nnd  over  again,  ham 
absurdly  under  their  vmine  tiiey  were  letk 
the  time  of ^' 

^*  And  you've  peifaaps  forgotten  that  Ffi 
borrowed  nearly  fifty  thouSmd  pound*- 
that  costs  nothing,  I  suppose!" 

*<Well,  certainly,  yon  must  be  a  littb 
careful  for  a  year  or  two,  that*s  all." 

**  Demme,  sir !  I  must  give  up  my  ymddf 
exclaimed  Titmouse,  desperately,  saanni 
his  diumb  and  finger  yeneniently  at  (W 
mon. 

<«Yes,  or  Yatton,"  replied  Gamaois 
sternly.  *<  After  all,  what  more  shall  I U 
than  a  sort  of  steward  of  yours  t*' 

*'I  don't  want  one,"  interrupted  Ti^ 
mpuse ;  and,  starting  from  the  sola,  wiU 
to  the  window,  where  he  stood  with  kii 
back  turned  towards  Gammon,  and  dji^ 
Gammon  eyed  him  for  several  mimHeiB 
silence ;  and  then  slowly  approaehii^  )m, 
tapped  him  briskly  on  the  shoulder.  Ti^ 
mouse  started.  ^*Cooie«  air;  yon  bm 
now,  I  hope,  relieved  your  little  feeliigi) 
and  must  attend  to  me— and  be  proofL 
The  time  for  trifiing,  and  playing  the  babi 
or  the  girl,  is  gone.  Hark  you,  sir:  jial 
me  my  terms,  or  th^  very  day  I  splint  i 
mine  under  your  feet,  yon  little  villain,  v 
shall  blow  you  into  ten  thousand  atom,  ad 
scatter  them  widec  than  even  yon  scattM^ 

i'ust  now  those  bits  of  worthless  pap» 
>o  you  hear  thatl"  Aa  he  said  this,  hi 
took  hold  of  the  collar  of  Titmouse's  dn» 
bg  gpwn,  which  Titmooae  felt  to  be  gn» 
ed  by  a  hand,  tigl^tening  momentarily  wia 
the  vehement  emotion  of  Gammon.  1^ 
mouse  made  no  reply;  but  gazed  at  Out 
mon  with  a  countenance  full  of  distrasi  wd 
terror. 

**  Pause,  and  you  are  lost :  stripped  d 
this  gaudy  dress,  turned  6|it  of  this  spkaiil 
house  into  the  streets,  or  a  prison ! — ul  ^ 
this  room,  and  I  will  jaoX  wait  much  loafft 
without  your  plain  and  written  consent  toM 
terms,!  sliali  go  direct  to  my  Lord  D» 
dlington,  and  tell  him  the  obscure  and  hmt 
bom  impostor^at  has  crept        " 

^  O,  Mr.  Gfaflhnon — ^Mr.  Gammon !  hivi 
merejr  on  me !"  exclaimed  Titmoose,8hik- 
ing  like  an  aspen-leaf  at  length  realisim 
the  terrible  "Vxtent  of  danger  impfiiiin 
over  him. 

*<Have  merey.oii    yonnelf***  zsjdMi 


joo  aie  still  one  of  the  moat  tocUuDaXa  xmsclX    ^\Nr^\-^^^^  ^^^s^-vjab-lwifl^li 
vpon  earth,  to  have  fi^Wn  ViiV^\iiiiu^a>^toVD^^^iA--r*X^ 
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*  '  *  Fm  ^lad  to  bear  it  !^*  Mid  Gammon^  le- 
lazing  his  hold  of  Titmouse ;  and  in  a 
iroice  of  retarning  kindness,  adding—^*  0« 
Titmouse,  Titmouse !  how  fearful  would  be 
tiie  scene— when  your  noble  ihther-iii*law 
—yon  must  bare  quitted  the  country !  His 
lordship  would  have  instantly  diroroed  you 
from  the  Lady  Cecilia  !** 

**  Yon  can*t  think  bow  I  love  Lady  Ci- 
cely V  exclaimed  Titmouse,  in  a  broken 
voice. 

^  Ay— but  would  she  lore  ^ou,  if  she 
knew  who  and  wh^t  you  were  t" 

««0,  Loid!  O,  Loid!  I  love  Lady 
Cicely !  I  lore  Lady  Cicely  !•»      * 

^  Then  get  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  if  you 
would  not  lose  ner  forever  !*' 

'*Here  they  are,  Mr.  Gammon  P*  ex- 
claimed Titmouse,  hastily  stepping  to  his 
desk  which  lay  on  tbe  table,  and  wiih 
tremulous  eagerness  got  out  a  quire  of  writ- 
ing paper  ana  took  a  pen.  '^  Suppose  you 
write.  Air.  Gammon,*'  said  he,  suudenly— 
**  my  hand  trembles  so !  Lord,  I  feel  so 
■ick  !  I'll  sign  any  thing  you  like !" 

**  Perhaps  it  would  be  better,"  replied 
Gammon,  fitting  down,  and  dipping  his 
pen  into  the  inkstand ;  '*  it  may  save  time." 
He  commenced  writing ;  and,  as  he  went 
on,  said,  at  intervals — *'Yes,  Titmouse! 
Thank  God,  all  is  near  over !  It  shall  no 
longer  be  in  Lord  Dreddlington's  powers— 
BO,  nor  any  one's — ^to  beggar  you — to  trans- 
port you — ^to  take  your  noble  wite  from 
you.'*^ 

*«0, no, no!  Yon  know  Lady  Cicely's 
taken  me  for  better  for  worse,  for  richer  for 
poorer." 

**  Ah,  Titmouse !  But  she  did  not  know 
when  she  said  that,  that  she  was  speaking 
to  a " 

««What!  wouldn't  it  hold  goodl"  ex- 
claimed Titmouse,  perfectly  aghast. 

**  We  need  not  n>eculate  on  a  case  that 
easnot  arise,  my  dear  Titmouse,"  replied 
Gammon,  e^^eing  him  steadfastly,  and  ^en 
resuming  his  writing.^*  This  paper  be- 
eomes,  as  they  say  at  sea,  your  sheet-anchor! 
—Here  you  shall  remain — ^the  owner  of  Yat- 
ton— of  this  splendid  house— husband  of 
Lady  Cecilia-— a  member  of  parliament— 
and,  in  due  time,  as  my  Lord  Drelincourt, 
take  your  place  permanently  in  the  Upper 
Honse  of  Parliament.— Now,  Mr  .Titmouse, 
sign  your  name." 

Titmouse  eajreriy  took  the  pen,  and,  with 
a  very  trembling  hand,  affixed  his  signa- 
ture to  what  Gammon  had  written. 

•*  Youll  sign  it  too,  eh  1"  he  UM|uired, 
timidly. 

**  Certainly,  my  dear  Titmouse."-— Gam- 
non  affixed  his  rnnators^  a/ker  a  moment's 
totmidentnuL-^^rfow  we  are  both  boond 


-—we  are  friends  fixr  life!  Let  us  shake 
hands,  my  deai,  dear  Titmouse,  to  bind  tha 
bflogain.'' 

Tliey  did  so.  Gammon  cordially  taking 
into  his hands'each  handof  Titmouse, who, 
in  his  anxiety  and  excitement,  never  once 
thought  of  asking  Mr.  Gammon  to  allow 
him  to  read  over  what  he  had  signed. 

**0,  Lord!"  he  exclaimed,  heaving  a 
very  deep  sigh,  **l  begin  to  feel  wmeihin^ 
like  again !— It's  really  all  rightl" 

**  On  my  sacred  word  of  honour,"  replied 
Gammon,  laying  bis  hand  on  his  heart, 
**  provided  you  perform  the  engagement  into 
which  you  have  tiiis  day  entered." 

«« Never  fear!  honour  bright!"  said  Tit- 
mouse, placing  Am  on  his  heart,  with  aa 
solemn  a  look  as  he  could  assume. 

Mr.  Gammon,  having  folded  up  the  paper, 
put  it  into  his  pocket-book. 

^^  I  was  a  trifle  too  deep  for  you.  Tit- 
mouse, eht"  said  he,  good-humouredly* 
*^  How  could  you  suppose  me  green  enough 
to  bring  you  the  real  aocuments  t"  he  added, 
with  perfect  command  of  voice  and  feature. 

^*  Where  are  they  V  inquired  Titmouse, 
timidly. 

**  At  a  banker's,  in  a  double-iron  atrong 
box,  with  three  difierent  locks." 

**  Lord !— But,  in  amrae,  you'll  put  them 
into  the  fire  when  I've  performed  my  agree- 
ment, eh  1"       ^ 

Gammon  looked  at  him  for  a  moment, 
doubtful  what  answer  to  make  to  this  uxh 
expected  question. 

"  My  dear  Titmouse,"  said  he,  at  length, 
**  I  wiU  be  candid — ^I  must  preserve  them 
—but  no  human  eye  shall  ever  see  them 
except  my  own." 

**My  stare!— Excuse  me"— etaiumered 
Titmouse,  uneasily. 

*< Never  fear  my  honour.  Titmouse! 
Have  you  ever  had  reason  to  do  so  t" 

*«  No — ^never !  It's  quite  true !  And  why 
don't  you  trust  me^' 

*'  Have  you  forgotten !— Di  it  I  not  treat 
yon— -Off  yotf  MippoeMr'— quickly  subjoined 
Gammon,  positively  on  the  point  of  again 
committiBg  himself— *Hund  when  you  ftncied 
you  had  the  precious  doculiients  1" 

<«0!  well"— said  Titmouse,  his  faea 
flushing  all  over—**  but  that's  aU  past  and 
gone." 

**  You  wnut  rely  on  my  honom  and  I'll 
tell  you  why.  What  would  be  easier  than 
for  me  to  pretend  to  you  that  the  papen 
which  you  might  see  me  burn,  were  really 
the  originals-^nd  yet  be  no  such  thing  1" 

**In  course— ^yes;  I  see!"  replied  Tit* 
mouse— who,  however,  had  really  not  com* 
prehended  the  caaewhiclL  Q«mE&ssaV»A\^^ 
to  him.    **  VJ  c^V-AniVA  ik^— «UN»k  ^b». 
I  Ml.  Gamin0A^--^«KuiTL>ittcPiUM;^»K^^ 
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ly  letaming,  as  Gammon  imafined,  to  the  1  tke  wild  appiehenmon  with  whidi  it 


ebaripe-— ^*  but— jou  said  something  about 
the  real  heir.** 

M  Certainly.    There  i$  such  a  person.*' 

^  Well-^but  since  yoa  and  1,  you  know, 
have  made  it  up,  and  are  friends  for  life— - 
ehl  What*8  to  be  done  with  the  fellow? 
(betwixt  oorsatyes  !**) 

^  That  is  at  present  no  concern— nay,  it 
never  will  be  any  concern  of  yours  or  mine. 
Surely  it  is  enough  for  you,  that  you  are 
enjoying  the  rank  add  fortune  belonffing  to 
some  one  else  t  Good  gracious !  I  can't 
help  reminding  you-*&ncy  the  natural  son 
of  a  cobbler— figuring  away  as  the  Right 
Honoi^rable  LQitiDreUncouTtT-while  all  the 
while,  the  real  Lord  Drelincourt  is — ^nay, 
at  this  moment,  pining,  poor  soul !  in  poverty 
and  obscurity.*' 

'*  Well — I  dare  say  he's. used  to  it,  so  it 
•can't  hurt  him  much  !  But  I've  been  think- 
ing, Mr.  Gammon,  couldn't  get  him— 
pressed  T  or  enlisted  into  the  army  ?— He's 
a  deused  deal  better  out  of  the  way,  you 
Imow,  for  both  of  us." 

<<Sir,"  interrupted  Gammon,  speaking 
rery  seriously,  and  even  with  a  melancholy 
and  apprehensive  air— "leave  the  future  to 
me,  1  hare  made  all  requisite  arrange- 
ments; the  only  person  on  earth  besides 
myself  that  can  disturb  them,  is  yourself." 

Here  a  gentle  tapping  was  heard  at  the 
door. 

**  Be  off!"  shouted  Titmouse,  with  angry 
impatience;  but  Mr.  Gammon,  who  was 
janxious  himself  to  be  gone,  stepped  to  the 
door,  and  opening  it,  a  servant  entered— a 
tall,  graceful  footman,  with  powdeied  hair, 
shoulderknot,  and  blue  and  yellow  livery — 
and  who  obsequiously  intimated  to  Mr. 
Titmouse,  that  Signer  Sol-fa  had  been  in 
attendance  for  at  least  half-an-hour. 

**  A— a>  I  don't  sing  to-day — let  him 
come  to-morrow,"  said  Titmouse,  and  the 
servant  withdrew. 

^Farewell,  Mr.  Titmouse— I  hare  a 
moat  important  engagement  awaiting  me  at 
the  office— «o  I  must  take  my  leave.  Will 
you  execute  the  necessary  documents  as 
soon  as  they  are  ready  t  I  will  cause  them 
to  be  prepared  immediately." 

**  O!  yes :"  and  he  added  in  a  correc- 
tion— ^^'take  care,  Mr.  Gammon,  no  on^ 
knows  u;Ay." 

^*  Leave  that  to  me ! — Good  morning,  Mr. 
Titmouse,"  replied  Gammon,  buttoninflr  bis 
surtout,  and  taking  up  his  gloves  and  nat; 
and  having  shak^  Titmouse  by  the  band, 
he  was  the  next  moment  in  the  street,  where 
he  Jiaayed  a  prodigious  aiffh^  which,  how- 
evetf  only  momentarily  lelieve^  \i\a  ^xvv 


nearly  bursting.  Why,  what  a  sodden  ui 
serious  disaster  had  be/alien  him !  Wk« 
but  his  own  inconoeiyable  folly  had  oe» 
sioned  iti  •  His  own  puppet  had  beiloi 
him;  had  laid  hiqi  prostrate:  'twas  u 
though  Prospero  had  permitted  Calibsa  ti 
whe^le  him  out  of  his  wand ! — WhateooM 
Gammon  possibly  haye  been  thinking  about, 
when  he  trusted  the  originals  into  the  kaadi 
of  Titmouse!  As  Gammon  recognised m 
oyerruling  Providence,  he' was  complete 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  an  act  of  such  wst 
passing  thou^htlessneps  and  weaknen  « 
ne  had  committed ;  at  the  mere  recolledifli 
of  which,  as  he  walked  along,  he  gTooad 
his  teeth  together  with  the  vehemenee  of 
his  emotions.  After  a  while,  he  refleetod 
;  that  regrets  wen  Jdle  :  th^  fuloie,  not  ik 

Sast,  was  ta  be  considered;  apd  hov  k 
ad  to  deal  with  the  new^  stale  of  thinp 
whic)i  had  so  suddenly  been  brought  aboiL 
All  he  had  thenceforth  to  trust  to,  was  Ui 
masteiy  over  the  fear^  of  a  fooL  Bat  wn 
he  reaUy^  on  consideration,  in  a  worse  poi- 
tion  tham  before  1  Had  Titmouse  tamA 
restive  at  ai^  time  while  Gammon  p» 
sessed  j^  documents  in  Question,  ew 
Gammonbaye  had  more  enectual  coaire' 
over  him  than  he  still  had,  while  ha  kad 
succeedid  in  persuading  Titmousa  ikt 
such  documents  were  still  in  existeaoel 
Could  the  legality  of  the  transaction  which 
Gammon  sought  to  effect,  i>e  upheld  oai 
whit  the  more  in  the  one  case  than  ia  iki 
other,  if  Titmouse  took  it  into  his  headn* 
solutelytoresistt  Again, could anaITaq|^ 
ment  of  such  magnitude— could  so  senasii 
diminution  of  Titmouse's  income,  letntn 
long  concealed  from  his  father-in-law,  Uii 
Dreddlington,  who.  Gammon  knew,  vai 
every  now  and  then  indicating  some  aimctj 
on  the  subject  of  Titmouse's  Snanees  1  Wai 
it  possible  to  suppose  the  earl  disputed  ta 
acquiesoe,  in  any  event,  in  such  an  arcaif^ 
ment)  Suppose,  agaLn*  Titmouse,  in  nam 
moment  of^  caprice,  or  under  the  influcve 
of  wine,  should  disclose  to  the  earl  the  a^ 
rangement  which  would  haye  taken  place; 
and  that  either  sinkine,  or  revealing,  tin 
true  ^ound  oq  which  Mr.  Gammon  reslal 
a  claim  of  such  magnitude  1  GxaeaoM 
Heavens!  thought  Gammon:  &nej  Aa 
earl  really  made  acquainted  with  the  tm 
state  of  tJqe  case !  What  effect  wwM  to 
terrible  a  disclosure  produce  upon  himt 

Here  a  bold  stroke  occtvrred  to  Mr.  Gaa- 
mon :  what  if  he  were  himself,  as  it  wen, 
to  take  the  bull  by  the  horns — to  be  beCae' 
band  with  Titmouse,  and  apprise  the  flsl 
Q>i  ^M^  ^^tful  calamity  that -had  bdUks 


\ 


up  bosom  from  the  long-^m^piea^edi  ia^A\v\aivcw^>K\&^^>^^^i^^.    ^'^a;&saan's  whole 
the  mortifioatioih  tb«  vronnW  ^n^©,wA\^xwBkftx:^Ta.yb^.^\>^'^i».>^ 
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tfie  floenei  wbleh  would  pobd^ly  cMoe. 
Bat  what  was  the  practioal  use  to  be  made 
of  itt  The  first  shock  oTer,  if  the  old  man, 
indeed,  snrrWed  itp— woald  the  possession 
•f  such  a  seoiet  giro  Gammon  a  eomplete 
bold  apon  the  earU  and  rendei  him,  in  enect, 
obedient  to  his  wishes  t  Tbe  objects  which 
Gammon  had  ori^ally  proposed  to  him- 
•eiC^  and  unwavenngly  fixed  his  eye  upon 
amidst  all  the  maay  toituosities  of  his 
course,  sinee  ^ikinff  up  the  cause  of  Tittle- 
bat Titmouse,  was  his  own  permanent  esta- 
blishment in  the  upper  sphere  of  society ; 
abore  all,  conscious  that  could  he  but  once 
emer|re  into  political  life,  his  energies  would 
Insure  him  speedy  distinction.  With  an 
independent  income  of  J^SOOO  a  year,  he 
leit  that  he  should  be  standing  on  sure 

Sound.  But  even  abo?e  and  beyond  these, 
ere  was  one  dazzling  object  of  his  hopes 
and  wishes  which,  unattained,  would  ren- 
der all  others  comparatively  valueless— a 
union  with  Miss  Aubrey.  His  heart  flut- 
tered within  him  at  the  bare  notion  of  such 
an  event.  What  effect  would  be  produced 
upon  that  beautiful,  that  pure,  hiffh-minded, 
but  haughty  creature— for  haughty  to  him 
had  Kate  Aubrey  ever  appeared— by  a 
knowledge  that  he.  Gammon,  possessed  the 
means—Bah !  accursed  Titmouse!  thought 
Crammon,  his  cheek  suddenly  blanching  as 
he  recollected  that  throuffh  him  ihote  nuans 
no  longer  existed— «tay  £-Hinles6,  indeed-— 
which  would,  however,  be  all  but  iropossi- 
ble-»perilouB  in  the  extreme.  Absorbed 
with  these  reflections,  he  started  on  being 
accosted  by  the  footman  of  jthe  Earl  oy 
DreddlingCon;  who,  observing  Gammpn, 
had  ordered  his  carriage  to  draw  upVto 
enable  his  lordship  to  speak  to^Jiim.  It 
was  the  end  of  Oxford  street  nearest  to  the 
city. 

**j6ir — Mr.  Gammon— good  day,  sir!" 
eoinmenced  the  earl,  with  a  slight  appear- 
uce  of  disappointment^  and  even  displea- 
^re ;  *'  pra  v  has  any  thing  unfortunate  hap- 
pened  " 

^Unfortunate!  1  beg  your  lordship's 
pardon,"  interrupted  Gammon,  colouring 
visibly,  and  gazing  with  aurpiise  at  the 
earl. 

^^You  do  not  gentraUyf  Mr.  Gammon, 

Torget  your  appointments.  The  marquis,  I, 

and  t^te- gentlemen  of  the  Direction,  have 

been  ^Karons  for  you,  in  vain,  at  the  office, 

iM^wholenour. ' 

^  Good  Heavens !  my  lord — I  am  con- 
Ibonded !"  said  Gammon,  suddenly  recol- 
lecting the  engagement  he  had  made  with 
the  e^rl;  ^*I  have  forgotten  every  thbog  in 
n  sodden  fit  of  indispositioiiy  with  which  I 
bsnre  bem  seised  at  th»ioose  nf  a  client  at 


Bays#afw.     I  can  but  apologifie,  m§ 
lord——** 
**8ir,  say  no  men 


your  looks  are  nioro 
than  sufficient :  and  i  l!eg  that  yon  wUl  do 
me  the  honour  to  accept  a  aeat  in  m^  car- 
riage, and  tell  me  wnither  you*  will  be 
driven.  I*m  at  your  service,  Mr.  Gammon, 
for  at  leaat  an  hour :  longer  than  that  I  can- 
not say,  as  I  have  to  be  at  the  House ;  yon 
remember  our  two-bills  have  to  be  forvrardad 
a 'stage.*' 

Since  his  lordship  was  as  peremptoiy  as 
politeness  would  permit  Kim  to  be^  in  got 
Gammon,  and  named  The  GuMPownta  Aim 
FassHWATiB  Compant's  Offices,  in  Loth- 
bnry,  in  the  hopes  of  finding  yet  some  of 
the  ^tlemen  whom  he  had  so  sadly  din- 
appointed;  and  thither,  having  turned  lua 
horses'  heads,  xirove  the  coacbnian. 

^  Sir,"  said  the  earl,  after  much  inquiry 
into  the  nature  of  Gammon*s  recent  indis- 
position, *'  by  the  way,  what  can  be  the 
meaning  of  my  Lord  TVdpole's  onpositton 
tx>  the  second  readmg  of  our  bill,  No.  S  9*' 

**  We  offered  his  lordship  no  shares,  my 
lord :  that  is  the  secret,  i  saw  him  a  Um 
days  ago,  my  lord,  and  he  sounded  me  upon 
the  subject;  but — ^I'm  sure  your  lordmip 
will  understand—in  a  company  such  as 
ours,  my  lord—*' 

^  Sir,  I  quite  comprehend  you,  and  I  «p 
plaod  your  vigilant  discrimination;  Sir,  m 
affairs  of  this  description,  in  order  tOMUurt 
the  confidence  of  the  public,  it  is  a  mattei 
|of  the  last  impoitance  that  none  but  men  of 
/the  highest— by  ^e  way,  Mr*  Gammon, 
how  axe  th6  GmJitn  Eeo  ahaiesi  Wonld 
you  advise  me  to  sell  1" 

**Hold,  my  lord,  a  little  longnr.  We  aas 
going,  in  a  few  dajrs'  time,  to  publish  some 
important  information  concemmg  the  proo- 
pects  of  the  undertaking,  of  the  most  bril^- 
liant  charactor,  and  which  cannot  fail  tc 
raise  tfie  value  of  the  shares.  Has  yon. 
lordship  signed  the  deed  yet  1" 

**  Sir,  I  signed  it  last  Saturday,  in  com- 
pany with  my  Lord  Marmalade.  I  sbookl 
not  like  to  part  with  my  interest  in  the  comr 
pany,  you  8ee-»Mr.  Gammon/  hastily ; 
but  I  am  in  your  hands." 

**  My  lord,  I  am  ever  walehftd  of  yonr 
lordship's  interssts." 

**  By  the  way,  wfll  you  dine  wifth  me  to- 
morrow t  We  shall  be  quite  alone,  and  I 
am  very  anxious  to  obtain  an  acearate  ao- 
count  <n  the  present  state  of  Mr.  Titmoiise'a 
property;  for,  to  tell  yon  tbeiriith,  Lhave 
heard  cif  one  or  two  little  matten  that  oeon- 
sion  me  some  uneasiness." 

^  Can  any  thing  be  moie  unfortunate,  sy 
lofd  f    I  am  en^sund  QtQ\  V^  ^ybbdki  S»t<tt^ 
iie«t1i«»  dK5a,^,\nA«a\A  ifiDD^>M«^^«^ 
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twmgh  to  go  to  lay  of  thorn/*  said  Gam- 
mon, with  an  agitation  which  could  hvfe 
escaped  the  obserration  of  few  persona  ex- 
cept the  Bar!  of  Dreddlington. 

**  Sir,  I  exceedingly  regret  to  bear  it :  let 
me  trust  that  some  day  next  week  I  shall 
be  more  fortunate.  There  are  se^ral  mat- 
ters on  which  I  am  dj^siroos  of  consulting 
yoQ.  When  did  you  last  see  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse t** 

*^  Let  me  see,  my  lord---I  don't  think  Vre 
seen  him  since  Monday' last,  when  I  casu- 
ally met  him  in  one  of  the  committee-rooms 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  where,  by  the 
wmy,  he  seems  a  pretty  frequent  attendant.'* 

**  I'm  glad  to  hear  it,"  replied  the  earl, 
somewhat  graTcly ;  and,  as  Graimmon  ima- 
gined, with  a  slight  expression  of  surprise, 
or  eren.  distrust.  Gammon  therefore  fan- 
cied that  the  earl  had  received  recent  intel- 
ligence of  some  of  the  wild  pranks  of  his 
hopeful  son-in-law,  and  wished  to  make  in- 
qmries  concerning  them  of  Gammon. 

**  Will  you,  sir,  haTO  the  goodness  to 
write  off  to-day  to  General  Epaulette's 
solicitors,  and  tell  them  I  wish  to  pay  off 
immediately  JS13,000  of  his  mortgage! 
Oblige  me,  sir,  by  attending  to  this  matter 
to-day;  for  I  met  the  ^neral  the  other 


also  to  get  throng  a  considenble  aivni  if 

pMfessional  busmess,  and  to  write  sefcnil 

letters   on  the  priyate  business  of  Lorl 

Dreddlington,  and  of  Mr.  Titmouse— it 

spectiyely.  Nay,  he  had  one  or  two  still  man 

urgent  calls  upon  his  attention :  the  actios 

against  himself  for  JS4,0(K>  penalties,  for 

bribery,  arising  out  of  llie  Yattoo  dectioB, 

and  as  to  which  he  had  received,  that  after 

noon,  a  very  gloomy  opinion    from  Mr. 

Lynx,  who  was  advising  him  on  his  d^* 

fence.     Much  in  the   same  plight,  aka. 

were  Messrs.    Bloodsuck,    MuiUint,  vd 

Woodlouse,    for    whom    Messrs.    Qniriu 

Gammon,  and  Snap,  were  defending  siouhr 

actions;  and  who  were  worried  out  of  tbeir 

lives   by  daily  letters   from   their  tecroi- 

stricken  clients,  as  to  the  state,  progicM, 

and  prospects  of  the  several  causes  in  wkid 

they  were  so  deeply  interested.    All  tiieft 

actions  were  bein^  pressed  forward  by  tin 

plaintiffs  with  a  view  to  trial  at  the  ensizBf 

Yorkshire  Assiaes ;  had  been  made,  byife 

plaintifis,  special  juries;  and,  infinitdyto 

Grammon's  vexation    and   alarm,  he  bd 

found,  on  hurrying  to  retain  Mr.  Ssbtk 

that  he,  Mr.  Sterling,  and  Mr.  Crystal,  hd 

been  already  retained   for  the  plaintifi! 

Lastly,  he  was  dreadfully  teased  by  ta  a^ 

day  at  dinner— and — ^I  mfght  possibly  have  I  tion  of  seduction,  which  had,  a  few  6xp 

been  mistaken,  sii^— but  I  fancied  he  look-  before,  been  brought  a^nst  Mr.  Titmoov; 

ed  at  me  as  if  he  wished  me  to  feel  my- 


self his  debtor.  Do  you  understand  me, 
strt  It  annoyed  me;  and  I  wish  to  get 
oat  of  his  hands  as  soon  as  possible." 

^  Rely  upon  it,  my  lord,  it  shall  be  at- 
Imded  to  this  very  day,"  replied  Gammon, 
scarcely  able— troubled  though  he  was— to 
eappress  a  smile  at  the  increasing  symptoms 
of  purse-pride  in  the  earl,  whose  long-empty 
cofiers  were  being  so  rapidly  and  unex- 
pectedly replenished  by  the  various  enter- 
prises into  which,  under  Gammon's  aus- 
pices, his  lordship  had  entered  with  equal 
enersry  and  sagacity.    While  the  earl  was 
spesking,  the  carriage  drew  up  to  the  door 
of  the  company's  office,  and  Gammon  alight- 
ed.  The  .earl,  however,  finding  that  all  the 
gentlemen  whom  he  had  lett  there  had 
quitted,  drove  off  westward,  at  a  smart 
pace,  and  reached  the  House  in  time  for  the 
matters  which  he  h^d  mentioned  to  Mr. 
•Gammon.    ITiat  gea^man  soon  dropped 
Che  languid  demeanour  he  had  worn  in 
;  Lord  Dreddliiijgrton's  presence,  and  address- 
\  ed  himself  with  energy  and  decision  to  a 
!  gvsat  number  of  important  and  difficult  mat- 
tem   Teqnirinff  his   attention— principally 
connected  witn  several  of  the  public  com- 
pmles  tfi  which  he  was  interested — and 


and  which  Gammon,  noding  it  was  a  nq 
bad  case,  was  making  great  efforts  to  o(» 
promise.  To  each  and  every  of  these  nu^ 
ters,  he  gave  the  attention  that  was  das* 
and,  about  seven  o'clock,  having  fiaariid 
his  labours  for  the  day,  repaired,  a^gSod 
deal  exhausted,  to  his  chambers  at  Thari«i^ 
Inn.  After  a  slight  repast,  he  proceeded 
to  draw  up  confidential  ^  trnfmr/tm"  for 
Mr.  Frankpledge,  to  frame  the  deeds  b»> 
cessary  to  carry  into  effect  his  contemplani 
arrauffement  with  Titmoase,  That  did  aot 
take  him  Ion? ;  and  having  sealed  up  kis 
packet,  and  addressed  it,  he  threw  hixasrif 
Mown  on  the  sofa,  and  save  himself  op  id 
anxious  meditation,  for  lie  was  aware  thstj 
he  was  now,  as  it  were,  touching  the  veryl 
<;risis  of  his  fortunes.  Again,  a^in,  tat 
again  he  recurred  to  the  incident^  the  day 
— ^the  destruction  of  his  documents  by  Tit- 
mouse ;  and  cursed  his  own  stupidity,  eves 
aloud.  Yet  he  could  not  avoid  indalgtag 
at  the  same  time  in  secret  pride  and  exolta- 
tion  at  the  admirable  presence  of  miad 
which  he  had  displayed— die  snccesitfal 
skill  with  which  he  had  eacounlHed  so 
sudden,  singular,  and  serious  sn  muBh 
gency.  But  what  would  be  the  eflbetif 
the  destructioa  of  those  documents,  spos 
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GamiiKiD  great  perplexity  and  apprehension. 
Then,  as  to  Gammon^s  rent  charge  of  JS3,000 
yet  annum  on  the  Yatton  property — ^he  be- 
thought himself,  with  no  little  uneasiness, 
of  some  expressions  concerning  Titmouse's 
property,  let  fall  by  the  earl  that  day :  and 
if  his  lordship  should  perserexe  in  his  de- 
termination to  become  minutely  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  Titmouse's  property,  how 
eould  the  new  and  heavy  encumbrance  about 
to  be  laid  upon  it  possibly  escape  discoveryl 
and  if  it  did,  how  was  it  to  be  accounted 
(or,  or  supported  1  Confound  it!  It  seemed 
as  if  fate  were  bent  upon  urging  on  a  ca- 
tastrophe ! 

«'  Shall  V*  thought  Gammon, "  wait  till 
I  am  challenged  on  the  subject,  and  then 
fire  my  shot,  and  bring  his  lordship  down 
from  Uie  tight-rope?  Then,  howeyer,  I 
eannot  but  appear  to  hare  known  the  thing 
from  the  very  be^ning ;  and  God  knows 
what  liabilities,  civil  or  criminal— of  fraud 
or  conspiracy — ^may  be  attached  to  what  I 
have  done !  Shall  I  wait  for  a  convenient, 
though  early  opportunity,  and  rush,  with 
uismay  and  confusion,  into  the  earl's  pre- 
sence, as  with  a  discovery  only  just  made  t 
By  Heaven !  but  the  thing  wears  already  a 
Tery  ugly  appearance.  If  it  comes  out, 
what  an  uproar  will  be  in  the  world !  The 
lightning  will  fall  on  my  head  first,  unless 
I  take  care.  The  discovery  will  doubtless 
kUl  Lord  Dreddlington ;  and  as  for  his 
daughter,  it  may  overturn  the  litde  reason 
the  has!" 

Passing  from  Chis  subject,  Gammon  sur- 
veyed his  other  relations  with  the  earl, 
which  were  becoming  daily  more  involved 
and  critical.  He  had  seduced  his  lordship 
into  various  mercantile  speculations,  sucn 
as  had  already  placed  him  in  a  very  ques- 
tionable point  or  view,  as  taking  advantage 
of  the  raging  mania  for  bubble  companies. 
In  £ict,  Gammon  had,  by  his  skilrul  but 
not  very  scrupulous  manoeuvring,  already 
pot  into  Lord  Dreddlington's  pocket  some 
forty  thousand  pounds,  and  at  the  same 
time  involved  his  lordship  jn  liabilities 
which  he  never  dreamed  of,  and  even  Gam- 
mon himself  had  not  contemplated.  Then 
he  warmed  with  his  apparent  proximity  to 
Pariiament,  (to  that  part  of  Titmouse's  bar- 
gain Gammdn  resolved  to  hold  him  to  the 
very  letter,)  which  he  was  sure  of  entering 
on  the  very  next  election.  By  that  time  he 
would  have  realized  a  sum,  through  his 
connexion  with  the  various  companies, 
which,  even  independently  of  the  income 
to  be  derived  thereafter  from  the  Yatton 
property^  would  render  him  so  far  inde- 
pendent as  to  warrant  him  in  dissolving 
l^tftnership  with  Messrs.  Quirk  and  Snap, 
mad  quitting  at  least  the  practice  of  the  pro-  \ 


fession.  He  was  a  man  9(  rerr  powerfdl 
mind,  possessing  energies  of  the  highest 
order,  and  for  the  developementand  display 
of  which  he  felt,  and  fretted  nvhen  he  felt, 
his  present  position  in  society  afforded  him 
no  scope  wnatever,  till  at  least  he*  had  en- 
tered upon  that  series  of  bold  but  wetl-eon- 
ceived  plans  and  purposes  with  which  he 
has  been  represented  as  occupied  since  the 
time  when  he  first  became  the  secret  mas* 
ter  of  the  fortunes  of  Titmouse.  His  am- 
bition was  boundless,  and  he  felt  within 
himself  a  capacity  for  the  management  of 
political  affairs  of  no  ordinary  magnitude, 
could  he  but  force  himself  into  the  regions 
where  his  energies  and  qualifications  could 
be  discovered  and  appreciated.  Indeed,  I 
will  undertake  to  say,  that,  had  Gammon 
only  been  a  good  man,  he  would,  in  aC  ^ 
probability,  have  become  a  great  one.  But 
to  proceed  with  the  matters  which  were 
then  occupjring  his  busy  brain.  I'here  was 
yet  one  upon  which  all  his  thoughts  settled 
with  a  sort  of  agitatmg  interest— his  con- 
nexion with  the  Aubreys;  and  wh^iever 
that  name  occurred  to  his  thoughts,  one 
beauteous  image  rose  before  him  like  that 
of  an  angel — ^i  mean  Miss  Aubrey.  She 
was  the  first  object  that  overexcited  in  him 
the  passion  of  love — ^that  love,  I  mean, 
whicn  is  in  a  manner  purified  and  subli- 
mated from  all  grossness  or  sensuality  by 
a  due  appreciation  of  intellectual  and  moral 
excellence.  When  he  dwelt  upon  the  per- 
son and  character  of  Miss  Aubrey,  and  for 
a  moment  realized  the  possibility  of  a  union 
with  her,  he  felt,  as  it  were,  elevated  above 
himself.  Then  her  person  was  very  beauti- 
ful ;  and  there  was  a  certain  bewitching 
something  about  her  manners,  which  Gam- 
mon couJd  (mijfeelf  not  describe ;  in  short, 
his  passion  for'  ner  had  risen  to  a  most  ex- 
traordinary pitch  of  intensity,  and  become  a 
sort  of  infatuation.  In  spite  of  all  that  bad 
happened  at  Yatton,  be  had  contrived  to 
continue,  and  was  at  &at  moment,  on  terms 
ef  considerable  intimacy  with  the  Aubreys, 
and  had,  moreover,  been  all  the  while  so 
watchful  over  himself  as  to  have  given 
none  of  them  any  reason  to  suspect  the 
state  of  his  feelings  towards  Miss  Aubrey ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  nothing  had  ever 
transpired  to  give  him  the  slightest  mkling 
of  the  state  of  matters  between  Miss  Au- 
brey and  Delamere— with  the  exception  of 
one  solitary  circumstance  which  had  at  the 
moment  excited  his  suspicions— Mr.  Dels- 
mere's  contesting  the  borough  of  Yatton.' 
Though  he  had  watched  for  it,  however, 
nothing  had  afterwards  oecnrred  caleolalsft 
to  confirm  his  ausi^vcvonu  ^«  Vb.^  >aiajB^ 
Infinite  pwmi  Xo  \»e^  ^  ^g^A.  ^waBft  >afc. 
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Ivom  tifiEie  to  ti]|i0vl4«)  diilgiist  ior  tbe  con- 
coct and  chaTBcter  of  Titmoose,  and  the  le- 
Inctanee  with  which  he  discharged  his  duty 
towards  that^ntleman.  He  made  a  point 
of  alludio^  to  the  '^  gross  and  malignant 
iBSolt"  which  had  heen  offered  at  the  nast- 
iiifft  to  the  yeneiable  Vicar  of  Yatton,  and 
which,  he  4aid,  was  a  sadden  suggestion 
o£  Mr.  Titmouse's,  and  carried  into  effect 
by  **  the  vile  Unitarian  parson.  Mud  flint/' 
in  defiance  of  Mr.  Gammon's  wishes  to  the 
oontranr.  tie  Fspresented  himself  as  still 
haunted  by  the  mild,  reproachful,  sorrow- 
Ail,  indignant  look  with  which  Dr.  Tatham 
had  regarded  him,  as  though  he  had  been  the 
author  of  the  insult.  The  account  which  ap- 
peared in  the  JVue  Blue  of  his  indignant  inter- 
nMrence  on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Delamere's  be- 

S;  struck  on  the  hustings,  was  calculated,  as 
r.  Gammon  conceived,  to  corroborate  his 
lepiesentationa,  and  aid  the  impression  he 
was  so  anxious  to  produce.  For  the  same 
leaaon,  Mr.  Gammcm,  whenever  he  had  been 
at  Yatton,  had  acted  with  great  caution  and 
aeciecT,  so  as  to  give  no  cauae  of  oflfence  to 
Dr.  TaJtham;  to  whom  he  from  time  to 
time  complained,  in  confidence,  of  those 
fmj  acta  of  Mr.  Titmonsft  which  had  been 
dictated  to  hin^  by  Mr.  Gammon.  Thus 
reasoned  Mr.  Gammon;  but  it  would  in- 
deed have  been  singular  had  he  succeeded 
as  he  desired  and  expected.  He  lost  sicrht 
of  the  proverbial  *°^*y***<»  of  one's  wishes 
over  one's  belief.  In  imagining  that  he  had 
ooDoealed  from  the  Aubreys  all  the  unfa- 
vourable features  of  his  conduct,  was  he  not 
in  some  degree  exhibiting  the  folly  of  the 
bird  that  thrust  its  head  only  into  the  bush, 
and  imagined  that  it  had  thereby  concealed 
its  whole  body  1 

The  Aubreys  knew  ^JOfij  sufficient  to 
warrant  a  genaral  dislike  and  distrust  of 
Mr.  Gammon;  hut  there  existed  grave 
Ksaaons  for  avoiding  anv  line  of  conddct 
which  Gammon  might  cnoote  to  consider 
•flensive.  Mr.  Auh^  justly  regarded  him 
aa  standing,  at  present,  alone  between  him 
and  some  of  his  most  serioos  liabilities.  If 
Gammon,  to  aooomplish  objects  to  them 
andiscoverable,  woie  a  mask— why  chal- 
lenge his  enmite  by  attempting  to  tear  off 
that  maski  Mr.  Aubrey  governed  his 
movements,  therefore,  with  a  prudent  cau- 
tion ;  and  though  after  the  election  and  the 
infamous  decision  of  the  election  committee. 
Gammon  was  received  at  Vivian  Street — 
whither  he  went  with  no  litde  anxiety  and 
Ivepidation-— it  was  with  a  visibly  increased 
ooolneae  and  reserve,  but  still  with  studious 
0Mtrt€^i  and  beyond  that  distinct  but  deli- 
cate iina,  noiie  of  them  evei  ^^n^tvqi^  ^ 


he  felt  that  somethingf  mtiat  at  leng|di  hi 
done,  or  attempted,  to  carry  into  elteet  Ui 
fond  wishes  with  reference  to  Miss  Aubrey. 
Mouthy  had  elapsed,  and  their  relative  poa- 
tion  seemed  totally  unchanged  since  tbe 
first  evening  that  his  manoeuvre  had  pro- 
cured him  a  brief  introduction  to  Mrs.  Au- 
brey's drawin?-roora.     In  fact,  he  conside^ 
ed  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  maki]i| 
known,  in  some  way  or  other,  the  state  of 
his  feelings  to  Miss  Aubrey ;  and  after  Iod^ 
deliberation,  he  resolved  to  do  so  withosf 
loss  of  time,  and,  moreover,   personallv. 
He  had  a  heavy  misgiving  that  he  ahoefd 
be — ^at  all  events,  at  first — ansnceessfal; 
and  now  that,  having  taken  his  determiBt- 
tion,  he  passed  in  rapid  review  all  their 
intercourse,  he    perceived  less    and  lea 
ffround  for  being  sanguine ;  for  he  felt  thit 
Miss  Attbrev's  manner  towards  him  had 
been  throughout  more  cold  and  guarded 
than  that  of  either  Mr.  or  Mr8«  Aubrey.  LiJ» 
a  prudent  general  contemplating  the  cootie 
gencies  of  an  important  expedition,  tad 
calculating  his  means  of  encountering  them, 
Gammon  considered — joerMMmeo  failia^ 
what  means  of  compulsion  had  he!    m 
c.ame,  at  length,  finally  to  the  coneloaun, 
that  his  resources  were  at  that  momaL 
most  available ;  and  moreover,  ^at  his  ci^l 
cumstances  required  an  immediate  move.    » 
The  very  next  day,  ahout  ten  o'clock,  bt 
sallied  forth  from  his  chambers,  and  bent  hit 
steps  towards  Vivian  Street,  intendiof  to 
keep  watch  for  at  least  a  couple  of  hooit, 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  Mn. 
Aubrey's  going  out  alone  would  afford  him 
an  opportunitv  of  seeing  Miss  Aubrey,  alone 
and  undisturoed ;  reasonably  reckoning  on 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Aubrey  at  the  Temple, 
whither  he  knew  he  always  went  aboot 
half-past' nine  o'clock.  That  day,  howerer, 
Mr.  Gammon  watched  in  vain-— daring  the 
time  that  he  stayed,  only  the  servants  and 
the  children  quitted  the  door.     Tlie  next 
day  he  walked  deliberately  close  past  die 
house :  was  that  brilliant  and  tastefiil  pe^ 
formance  on  the  piano  hers  t    Again,  how- 
ever, he  was  unsuccessful.    The  next  day, 
from  a  safe  distance,  he  beheld  both  Mn. 
and  Miss  Aubrey,  accompanied  by  a  fenmle 
sen^t  and  the  children,  quit  the  hoofli 
and  walk  in  the  direction  of  the  Park, 
whither  he  followed  their  movements  with 
a  beating  heaT|.    The  next  time,  he  sav 
Miss  Auorey  leave  the  house  aceompanted 
only  by  little  Charles,  tnd  he  in^antlv     I 
turned  his  steps  despondingly  eastward 
How  little  did  either  of  thoae  fair  forot 
dream  of  the  strict  watch  that  was  thflf 
Vc^V  ^i^on  their  every  movement !    T*t 
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it  towards  him,  gazfaig  at  him  with  wmt^ 
cariosity. 

**  Ma^  I  venture  to  hope,  madam,  that  1 
am  not  mtniding  upoti  yoa,**  said  he,  seat- 
ing himself  in  the  cnair  nearest  to  him»  aad 
placing  his  hat  upon  the  ground. 

*^  Aiy  brother  always  (eaves  at  half-past 
nine ;  is  he  not  at  the  Temple  to-day,  mi. 
Gammon  V^  she  added,  a  little  eagerly — for 
the  first  time  observing  something  unususl 
in  the  expression  of  his  countenance. 

**  I — ^really  don't  know^n  fact,  I  hare 
not  been  there  to-day ;  I  thought  it  bettex, 
perhaps,'*— ^be  paused  (or  a  second. 

**  I  sincerely  trust,  Mr.  Gammon."  inter- 
rupted Miss  Aubrey,  slightly  cnanging 
colour,  and  looking  with  great  anxiety  at 
Mr.  Gammon,  **  that  nothing  unpleasant- 
unfortunate — has  happened :  do,  pray.  Mi. 
Gammon !"  she  continued,  earnestly,  turn- 
ing her  chair  flill  towards  him—"  for  Hea- 
ven's sake,  tell  me !" 

"  I  assure  you,  madam,  upon  my  honou^ 
that  nothing  whatever  has  happened,  that  f 
know  of,  since  last  we  met." 

"Odear!  I  was  getting  so  alarmed!** 

said  she,  with  a  faint  sigh,  hastily  putting 

Jback  the  curls  which  were  clustering  rather 

^ore  luxuriantly  than  usual  over  Eer  fair 

bheek. 

*^ Certainly,  madam;  I  have,  however, 
ah  errand— one  to  me,  at  least,  of  inex-       r 
^ressible  importance,"  he  commenced,  and^ 
m  a  lower  key  than  that  in  which  he  had 

{previously  spoken ;  and  there  was  a  peco-  ^ 
ianty  in  his  manner  which  quite  riveted  ,^ 
Miss  Aubrey's  eye  upon  his  expressive-— 
and  now,  she  saw,  plainly  agitated  countc^ 
nance.  What  can  possibly  be  the  matter? 
thought  she,  as  she  made  a  courteous  but 
somewhat  formal  inclination  towards  him, 
and  said  something  about  "  begging  him  to 
proceed." 

.  **  I  hope,  madam,  that  comparatively  few 
fis  have  oeen  my  opportunities  of  becoming 
acquainted  witn  it,  I  may  venture  to  ex* 
press  my  profound  appreciation  of  your  8U> 
perior  character."  • 

♦♦Really,  sir,"  interrupted  Miss  Aubrey, 
•(you  are  not  candid  with  me.    I  am  now 
cehain  that  you  have  some  unpleasant  com- 
munication to  make!   Do,  I  entreat  of  you, 
Mr.  Gammon,  give  me  credit  for  a  Httk  pre- 
sence of  mind  and  firmness :  let  me  know 
the  worst,  and  be  prepared  to  break  it  to  my 
brother  and  sister."    Gammon  seemed  un- 
able to  bear  her  bright  blue  eyes  fixed  upon       ^ 
his  own,  which  he  directed  to  the  floor, 
while  his  cheek  flushed.    Then  he  looked  -^. 
iffiain  at  her;  and  witti  an  eve  that  exijlalu-       > 
eS  a\\,  aiA  ^lo*^^  vwks  >ficv^"v^QWfiL\\^\sC^*^^  - 


eieten  o'clock,  he  behe  i  Mrs.  Aubrey,  ac- 
companied by  the  two  children,  quit  the 
house,  and  turn  towards  the  Payk.  Gam- 
mon's heart  began  to  beat  hard.  Though 
he  never  cared  much  for  dress,  his  appear- 
ance on  the  present  occasion  aflforded  mdi- 
*eation8  of  some  little  attention  to  it ;  and  he 
'appeared  simply  a  well-dressed  gentleman, 
in  a  dark-blue  buttoned  surtout,  with  velvet 
collar,  and  plain  black  stock,  as,  after  a 
moment's  somewhat  flurried  pause,  he 
knocked  and  rang  at  Mr.  Aubrey's  door. 

^Is  Mr.  Aubrey  within?"  he  inquired 
of  the  Very  pretty  and  respectable-looking 
maid-servant,  who  presently  answered  his 
summons. 

**  No,  sir;  he  is  never  here  after" 

•*  Perhaps  Mrs.  Aubrey" 

^♦N6,  sir ;  there  is  only  Miss  Aubrey  at 
home^  mj  mistress  and  the  children  are 
gone  out  mto  the  Park,  and  Miss  Aubrey  is 
writing  letters,  or  she  would  have  gone 
with  my  mistress." 

'♦Perhaps — I  could  see— Miss  Aubrey 
for  a  moment  1"  inquired  Gammon,  with  as, 
matter-of-fact  an  air  as  he  could  assume.  ( 
•  •*  Certainly,  sir — she  is  in  the  drawing-^ 
loom.  Will  you  walk  up  stairs  1"  said  the 
girl,  who  of  course  knew  him  well,  as  not 
an  unfrequent  visiter  at  the  bouse.  So  she 
led  the  way  up  stairs,  he  following,  and 
with  somewhat  fading  colour. 

^Mr.  Gammon!*^  he  presently  heard,  as 

he  stood  on  the  landing,  echoed  in  the  rich 

and  soft  voice  of  Miss  Aubrey,  who  seemed 

'  to  speak  in  a  tone  of  great  surprise,  in 

answer  to  the  servant's  announcement. 

♦♦  Why,  Fanny,  did  you  not  say  that 
neither  your  master  nor  mistress  was  at 
home  1'*  Gammon  next  heard  hastily  asked, 
in  a  lower  tone,  by  Miss  Aubrey,  and  his 
countenance  fell  a  little ;  for  there  was  a 
tone  of  displeasure,  or  chaCTin,  in  her  voice, 
especially  as  she  added,  ♦*  i  oo  should  have 
Bald  that  I  was  engaged!  Well,  show  him 
In,  Fanny;"  and  the  next  moment  Mr. 
Gammon  found  himself  bowing  his  way 
towards  Miss  Aubrey,  with  whom,  for  the 
first  time  in  his  life,  he  found  himself 
alone. 

She  was  sitting  writing  at  her  desk,  be-^ 
fore  which  stood,  in  a  small  flower-glass,  a 
beautiful  moss-rose.  There  was  a  little  air 
of  negligence  in  the  arrangement  of  her 
hair,  ana  her  light  morning  costume  dis- 
mayed her  flffure  to  infinite  advantage, 
l^ere  was  really  something  inexpressibly 
'ovely  in  her  whole  appearance,  seen, 
though  she  was,  at  that  moment,  by  Gam- 
mon, through  a  faint  mist  of  displeasure. 

*♦  Good-morning,    Mr.    Gammon,"    she  ,  -^  «.., «™  -.- ,  ^  ^ ,.  ~ , j.  , 

eanmenced,  risiog  a  little  from  her  chair  jV  Aubrey  a  c^vwJk^-s^xAe  \\  'ftVi^i  «<is<^^^<»- 
Mad  unking  again  into  it,  slightly  tarnedUoTamx>meii\^V«t\m»9&:^V 
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**  O,  forgiTO'  me  for  an  instant — for  one 
I  moment  oear with  me,  Miss  Aubrey!'*  con- 
I  tinned  Gammon,  in  a  roice  of  low  and  thrill- 
ing  pathos— **  this  intenriew  asitates  me 
I  almost  to  death;  it  is  that  wnich  for  a 
I  thoasand  hoars  of  intense,  absorbing,  ago- 
;  nizinff  donbts  and  fears,  I  have  been  look- 
'  ing  forward  to!**    Miss  Aubrey  sat  per- 
'  fectl^  silent  and  motionless,  gazin?  intently 
at  hun,  with  blanched  cheek:  he  might 
haTe  been  addressing  a  Grecian   statue. 
i  ^  And  now — ^no  w  that  it  has  at  last  arrived — 
when  I  feel  as  if  I  were  breathing  a  new — 
an  intoxicating  atmosphere,  occasioned  by 
jour  presence^-by  the  sight  of  your  sur- 
ipassing  loreliness— *' 
^  ** Gracious  mercy,  sir!  what  can  you 
inean  !**  at  length  interrupted  Miss  Aubrey, 
With  a  sliffht  start — at  the  same  time  slip- 
toing  her  chair  a  little  further  from  Mr.  Gam- 
mon.   ^'  I  declare,  sir,  I  do  not  in  the  least 
nnderstand  you,**  she  continued,  with  much 
energy;  but  her  increasing  paleness  showed 
the  enect  which  his  extraordinary  conduct 
tiad  produced  upon  her.   She  made  a  strong 
jBnd  successful  effort,  howeyer,  to  recover 
her  self-possession. 

**I  peroeire,  madam,  that  you  are  agi- 
tated.*' 

^I  am,  sir,  astonished! — shocked!  I 
eodd  not  have  imagined ^** 

'*  Madam !  madam !  at  the  risk  of  being 
deemed  unkind— cruel-^if  I  die  for  it,  I  can- 
not resist  telling  you  that  I  reverence— I 
love  you  to  a  degroo        ** 

**0,  Heavens!**  murmured  Miss  Au- 
brey, still  gazing  with  an  air  of  amazement 
,  at  him.  Several  times  the  thought  of  rising 
'r  to  ring  the  bell,  and  at  once  ^et  rid  of  so 
astounding  an  interruption  and  intrusion; 
but  for  several  reasons  she  abstained  from 
doinff  so  as  long  as  possible. 

*^  It  would  be  ridiculous,  sir,**  said  she,  at 
length,  with  sadden  spirit  and  dignit^r,  ^*  to 
affect  ifirnorance  of  your  meaning  and  inten- 
tions; but  may  I  venture  to  ask  what  con- 
duct of  mine— what  sin^rle  act  of  mine— or 
word,  or  look,  has  ever  induced  you  to  ima- 
gine, for  one  moment  to  believe        *' 

**Ala8,  madam,  that  which  you  could 
not  conceal  or  control — ^your  incomparable 
excellence— your  beauty — ^loveliness — Ma- 
dam !  madam  i  the  mere  sight  of  your  tran- 
scendent—my soul  sunk  prostrate  before 
you  the  first  moment  that  I  ever  saw  you**— - 

All  this  was  uttered  by  Gammon  in  a  very 

aow  tone,  and  with  passionate  fervour  of 

manner.    Miss  Aubrey  trembled  visibly, 

and  had  grown  very  cold.    A  little  vinai- 

gnUe  Biooi  beside  her,  and  \ta  atin^ng^ 


:  **  I  certaiiil|r  ongbt  to  feel  flattered,  sr,* 
said  she,  rapidly  recovering  herself--^  by 
the  high  terms  in  which  you  are  pleated  t» 
speak  of  me— of  one  who  has  not  the  slight- 
est claim  upon  your  good  opinion.  1  rnllj 
Pnot  conceive  what  conduct  of  mine  caa 
e  led  you  to  imagine  that  such  an  sn  ■ 
fjTp/tea/tofi— as  this  could  be  successful— 
^r  received  otherwise  than  with  astonish- 
S[ient — and,  if  persisted  in— <2upi^a>urc,  Ml 
Oammon.**  This  she  said  in  hernatonl 
fanner,  and  very  pointedly. 
I  *^  Miss  Aubrey — ^permit  me** — saidGaa- 
Inon,  passionately. 

\  '^  I  cannot,  sir — ^1  have  heard  already  too 
tnuch ;  and  I  am  sure  that  when  a  lady  m* 
quests  a  gentleman  to  desist  from  coBdad 
whVh  pains  and  shocks  her — sir,  I  beg  joo 
will  at  once  desist  from  addressing  me  ia 
so  yery  improper  a  strain  and  manner.** 

*f  Indulge  my  agonized  feelings  for  ou 
moment.  Miss  Aubrey,**  said  Gammon 
with  desperate  energy — *^  alas !  I  had  sa^ 
pected — ^1  had  feared — that  our  respectirt 
positions  in  society  would  lead  you  to  d» 
spise  so  comparatively  humble  aim  obscoa 
a  person,  in  point  of  station  and  dicaB* 
st^ces.*' 

«*5tr/**  exclaimed  Kate,  magnificeotly, 
drawing  up  her  figure  to  its  utmost  heigbu- 
her  manner  almost  petrifying  GamoKMi 
whose  last  words  she  had  most  unaccouBfe* 
ably  imagined,  at  the  moment,  to  amoatf 
to  a  bitter  sarcastic  allusion  to  their  fallca 
fortunes  and   diminished   personal  cooa^ 

auence  in  society ;  but  she  was  quicklyos* 
eceived,  as  he  proceeded,  ferveatly— *«  x  as, 
madam:  your  birth,  your  family  con- 
nexions, your    transcendent    mental  aai 

personal ^'* 

«( I_I— I  beg  your  pardon,  sir— I  misim- 
derstood  you,*°said  Kate,  discovering  bet 
error,  and  colouring  violently — '*  but  it  ia 
even  more  painful  to  me  to  listen  to  tha 
language  you  are  addressing  to  me.  Siaea 
you  urge  me  to  it,  I  beg  you  to  understand, 
sir,  that  if  by  what  you  liave  been  saying  ts 
me,  I  am  to  gather  that  you  are  m^inf 
me  an'  offer  of  your  addresses— I  decliaa 
them  at  once,  most  peremptorily,  as  a  thiof 
quite  out  of  the  question.**  IIm  tone  anl 
manner  in  which  this  was  said — the  deta^ 
mination  and  hauteur  perceptible  in  her 
striking  and  expressive  features,  blighted 
all  the  nascent  hopes  of  Gamifon;  vha 
turned  perfectly  pale,  and  looked  the  veiy 
image  of  misery  and  despair.  The  wofk* 
ings  of  bis  strongjly  marked  features  tdi 
of  the  agony  of  his  feelings.  Neither  of 
them  spoke  for  a  few  moments.    ^'Alaa! 


#tiffiiilating  powers  were  in&mUiV^  aem^^\m<^'^mr  ^N.\«ci^  Vl«  inquired,  in  a  treaa- 
able,aiid  at  length  enaUed  Yvei  Vi  in3akft\\Q\»^w»^^'MsxV  wa?^ 

d  aiming  li ArlUkAiriauA  {ecWnm.  XtnaXft  ^  Ssax— HJ[\i»2a.  \  ^ax^  V^a^A  ^s«v> 


d  against  her  robellious  fecikuigia* 


TBOUSAND  A  Y9AIL 


a» 


aytelf  eren— Ibat  I  am  too  lator-tkat  there 
•0  aofne  more  fortunate  *^  Miaa  Aubrey 
Mushed  scarlet. 

•*  Sir/*  said  she,  with  quick  indignant 
energy^  **  I  akould  certainly  consider  such 
inquiries  most  pruumptuou$~~'moBi  offen- 
siTe— most  unwarranted  by  any  thing  that 
has  ever  passed  between  us**— and  mdeed 
her  eye  quite  shone  with  indignation.  Gam- 
mon gazed  at  her  with  piercing  intensity^ 
and  spoke  not. 

**  You  cannot  but  be  aware,  air,  that  yon 
are  greatly  taxing  my  forbearance— -nay,  sir, 
I  feel  that  you  are  taking  a  very  great 
liberty  in  making  any  such  inauiries  or  sug^ 
gestions,'*  continued  Miss  Auorey,  proudly, 
but  more  calmly ;  *'  but,  as  your^  manner 
is  unobjectionable  and  respectful,  I  haye 
no  objection  to  say,  sir,  most  unhesitat- 
ingly, that  the  reason  you  hint  at  is  not  in 
the  least  concerned  in  the  answer  I  haye 
l^yen.  I  have  declined  your  proposals, 
sir,  simply  because  I  choose  to  decline 
them—because  I  have  not,  nor  ever  could 
have,  the  least  disposition  to  entertain 
them." 

Gammon  could  not,  at  the  moment,  de- 
termine whether  she  really  had  or  had  not  a 
pre-engagement. 

^'  Madam,  you  would  bear  with  me  did 
you  but  know  the  exouisite  suffering  your 
words  occasion  me !  Your  hopeless  tone 
and  manner  appear  to  my  soul  to  consign 
it  to  perdition— to  render  me  perfectly  care- 
less about  life,'*  said  Gammon,  with  irre- 
sistible pathos :  and  Miss  Aubrey,  as  she 
looked  and  listened,  pitied  him. — ^'  I  might, 
perhaps,  establish  iome  claim  to  your  favour, 
were  I  at  liberty  to  recount  to  you  my  long 
unwearied  exertions  to  shield  your  brother, 
nay,  all  of  you-— from  impending  trouble 
and  danger— to  avert  it  from  you.^ 

'*  We  are  indeed  deeply  sensible  of  your 
kindness  towards  us,  Mr.  Gammon,*'  re- 
plied Miss  Aubrey,  with  her  usual  sweet- 
ness and  fascinating  frankness  of  manner, 
which  now  he  could  not  bear  to  behold. 

'^  Suffer  me.  Miss  Aubrey,  but  one  word 
more,"  he  continued,  eagerly,  apprehensive 
that  she  was  about  to  cheek  him.  **  Were 
you  but  aware  of  the  ciicumstances  under 
which  I  come  to,  throw  myself  at  your  feet 
•^mvself,  and  all  I  have— nor  is  that  litUe, 
for  I  am  in  independent  circumstances — ^I 
shall  soon  be  in  the  House  of  Commons" 
^-Miss  Aabrey  exhibited  still  more  un- 
equivocal symptoms  of  impatience—"  and 
forever  have  abandoned  the  hateful  walk  in 
life  to  which,  for  the  last  few  years"— 

"I  suppose  I  muit  listen  to  you,  sir, 
fiowever  uselessly  to  yourself  and  dis- 
sgneable  and  painful  to  me.    I^  afUsr  all  1 


have  said,  you  ehoose  to  persevsiSt*'  teid 
Miss  Aubrey,  with  calm  displeasure- 
But  Gammon  persevered. — "  I  say.  Miss 
Aubrey,  that  could  you  but  catch  a  glimpss 
—one  momentary  gtimnse— of  the  troubles 
which  sunound  you  all— infinitely  greater 
tiian  any  which  you  have  even  yet  ex« 
nerienced,  severe  and  terrible  though  these 
have  been— which  are  every  day  coming 
nearer  and  nearer  to  you" 

"What  <2o  you  mean,  Mr.  Gammon t" 
interrupted  Miss  Aubrey,  alarmedb[. 

" — ^And  which,  eager  and  anxious  as 
may,  and  shall  be,  my  efiforts,  I  may  be  un- 
able any  longer  to  avert  from  you— you 
would  at  least  appreciate  the  pure  and  dis- 
interested motives  with  which  I  set  out 
upon  my  truly  disastrous  mission." 

"  Once  more,  Mr.  Gammon,  I  assure  you 
that  I  feel — that  we  all  of  us  feel — a  lively 
gratitude  towards  you  for  the  great  services 
you  have  rendered  us;  but  how  can  that 
possibly  vary  m][  resolution  1  Surely,  Mr. 
Ganunon,  you  will  not  require  me  to  enter 
again  upon  a  most  unpleasant"—  GasH 
mon  heaved  a  profound  siffh. — *^  With  re* 
gard  to  your  ihtimationof  me  danger  which 
menaces  us-— alas!  we  have  seen  mock 
trouble— and  Providence  may  design  us  to 
see  much  more— I  own,  Mr.  Gammon,  that 
I  am  disturbed  by  what  you  have  said  to 
me  on  that  subject." 

"I  have  but  one  word  more  to  say, 
madam,"  said  Gammon,  in  a  low,  impas- 
sioned tone,  evidently  preparing  to  sink 
upon  one  knee,  and  to  assume  an  imploring 
attitude. 

On  which  Miss  Aubrey  rose  from  hsr 
chair,  and,  stepping  back  a  pace  or  two, 
said,  with  great  resolution,  and  in  an 
mdignant  manner—"  If  you  do  not  instantly 
resuxne  your  seat,  sir,  I  shall  ring  the  bell ; 
for  you  are  beginning  to  take  Mmntage  of 
my  present  defenceless  position— yon  srs 
persecuting  me,  and  I  will  not  suffer  it-^ 
Sir,  resume  your  seat,  or  I  summon  the  sei^ 
vant  into  the  room — a  humiliation  I  could 
have  wished  to  spare  vou." 

Her  ?eh»  was  not  half  so  imperative  as 
was  her  eye.  He  felt  that  his  cause  was 
hopeless— he  bowed  profoundly,  and  said, 
in  a  low  tone—"  I  obey  you,  madam."      • 

Neither  of  them  spoke  for  sotoe  moments. 
At  length — ^*  I  am  sure,  sir,"  said  Miss 
Aubrey,  looking  at  her  watch,  "you  wUI 
forgive  me  for  reminding,  yon  that  when 
yon  entered  I  was  engaged  writing  lettera" 
—and  she  glanced  ather desk-— "for whidil 
purpose  alone  it  is  that  I  am  not  now  aecoA 
panyinjB^  my  sister  and  the  obildien." 

"I  feel  too  painfully ^^«d^»i9s^aD«xV 
\  iniiud\ng\  WvV  i^-^i^  vxsa 
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yodk  Ev^ety  one  infl  smmi  ^fiBot  oiHefiics^ 
tojpsas  thro^ugh  at  some  timo  or  other  of  his 
Mfe— and  I  have  this  instant  passed  through 
mine,*'  replied  Gammon,  gloomily.  **I 
wDl  not  say  that  the  bittemtn  of  tUeOk  it 
pa§t  t  bat  I  feel  that  lifb  has  henceforth* 
aii  far  as  I  am  conoemed,*  nothing  worth 
porsning.**-— Miss  Aubrey  remained  silent 
while  he  spoke. — ^**  Before  we  part,  Miss 
Aubrey,  and  close,  as  far  as  I— nay,  as  far. 
It  may  be,  as  both  of  us  are  concerned — a 
▼ery  memorable  interview,  I  have  yet  one 
eemmunication  to  make,  to  which  you  will 
listen  with  absorbing  interest.  It  will  be 
made  to  yon  in  such  confidence  as,  having 
heard  it,  you  may  consider  yourself  at 
liberty  conscientiously  to  keep  from  every 
person  upon  earth ;  and  I  shall  leave  it  to 
produce  such  effect  upon  you  as  it  may.^ 

*^  I  Shall  not  disguise  from  you,  sir,  that 
your  manner  and  your  langdage  alarm  me 
terribly,*'  said  Miss  Aubrey,  peculiarly 
•truck  by  the  sinister  expression  of  his  eye 
—one  quite  inconsistent  with  the  sad,  sub- 
dued, gentle  tone  and  manner  of  his  ad- 
dress. **  I  am  not  anxioiM  to  receive  so 
dark  and  mysterious  a  communication  as 

fou  hint  at;  and,  if  yon  choose  to  make  it, 
shall  use  my  own  discretion  as  to  keeping 
it  to  myself,  or  mentioning  it  to  any  one 
Whom  I  may  ohoose— of  Ihai  I  assure  you. 
You  see  that  I  am  agitated ;  I  own  it,'* 
•he  added,  dropping  her  voice,  and  pressing 
her  left  hand  against  her  side ;  *^  but  1  am 
prepared  to  hear  any  thing  you  may  choose 
Id  tell  me— that  I  aught  to  hear. — HaTe 
mercy,  sir,"  she  added,  in  a  melting  voice, 
"'on  a  woman  whose  nerves  yoU  have 
dveady  sufficiently  shaken !" 

Gammon  gazed  at  her  with  a  bright  and 
passionate  eye,  that  would  have  drunk  her 
very  soul.  A(Ver  a  moment's  pause-^ 
**  Madam,  it  is  this,"  said  he,  in  a  very 
low  tone :  '*  I  have  the  means— I  declare  in 
the  presence  of  Heaven,  and  on  the  word 
and  honour  of  a  man" — [O,  Gammon! 
Gkimmon!  Gammon!  have  you  forgotten 
what  occurred  between  you  and  your  friend 
Titmouse  one  short  week  ago  ?  Strange, 
infituatod  man!  what  can  you  meant 
What  if  she  should  take  you  at  your  word  1] 
— ''  of  reiorine  to  your  brothel  all  that  he 
kaa  hit — the  YArroif  propertt.  Miss  Au- 
brey— ^immediately— permanently— without 
fear  of  future  disturbance— by  due  process 
df  law — openly  and  most  honourably." 

**  You  are  trifling  with  me,  sir,"  gasped 
Miss  Aubrey,  ^ntlv,  very  faintlv— her 
elMsek  blanched,  and  her  eye  riveted  npon 
fibat  of  Gammon. 

'*  Before  Gody  madam^t  «^e^i&A  tc«^C 
9r piled  GammoDf  solomiAy. 
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ftetnally  to  heaTe  a  ^eep  sigh,  and  picMl 
both  hands  upon  her  leftside,  over  her  bent 

"You  are  ill,  very  ill.  Miss  Aubrey,* 
said  Gammon,  with  alarm,  rising  ^rsm  hit 
chair.  She  idso  toro,  rather  htstihf; 
turned  towards  tile  window,  and  wdl 
feeble,  trembling  hands  tried  to  op^  it,  il 
if  to  relieve  her  faintness  by  the  firesh  m. 
But  it  was  too  late ;  poor  Kate  had  beentt 
length  overpowered,  and  Gammon  xMrM 
her  just  in  time  to  receive  her  inanhoiii 
figure,  whidh  sunk  into  his  arms.  Aens 
in  his  life  had  he  been  cansrious  jf  tk 
feelings  he  that  moment  eTperienoed,  ai  ht 
felt  her  pressure  against  his  arm  and  knee, 
and  gazed  upon  her  l>eairtiful  but  deathliki 
features.  He  felt  as  thoagh  he  had  Us 
broocrht  into  momentary  contact  with,  ai 
angel.  Every  fibre  within  Itira  tkrilkd. 
She  moved,  she  breathed  noL  He  itni 
not  kiss  her  lip,  her  cheek,  her  forehead,  ImI 
raised  her  soft  white  hand  to  his  lips,  ai 
kissed  it  with  indescribable  tenderness  tal 
reverence.  Then,  after  a  moment's  pofli 
of  irresolution,  lie  gently  drew  her  to  Ai 
sofa,  and  laid  her  down,  supporting  hn 
head  and  applying  her  vinaigrette,  tiHi 
deep-drawn  sigh  evidenced  retoming  ei» 
sciousness.  Before  she  had  opened  kr 
eyes,  or  could  have  become  aware  of  Ai 
assistance  he  had  rendered  her,  be  U 
withdrawn  to  a  respectful  distance,  ad 
was  gazing  at  her  with  deep  anxietf. 
It  was  several  minutes  before  her  eoa* 
pleterestoratioi>— which,  however,  the  fieik 
air  entering  throuefa  the  windows,  irfaid 
Gammon  hastily  Uirew  open,  added  to  tbi 
incessant  use  of  her  vinaigrette,  greatly 
accelerated. 

*^  I  hardly  know,  sir,**  she  comineoeei 
in  a  very  low  and  ikint  tone  of  voice,  tsi 
looking  languidly  at  him,  *«  whetherireiOy 
heard  you  say,  or  only  dreamed  that  Ihetid 
you  say,  something  most  extraordiuiy 
about  Yatton." 

«*  I  pray  you,  madam,  to  wait  till  too  iis 
completely  restored ;  but  it  was  indoMl  wb 
dream — ^ll  was  my  voice  which  you  hewl 
utter  the  words  you  allude  to;  and  wtics 
you  can  bear  it,  I  am  ready  to  repeat  theai 
as  the  words,  indeed,  of  truth  and  sob9- 


ness. 
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yUam  AuImy  atteaifid  «U^fs|iui!(  \x«Sr\Ni«^toi«(BA 


•*  I  am  ready  now,  sir — ^I  beg  you  will 
say  quickly  what  you  have  to  say,"  replied 
Miss  Aubrey,  with  returning  ^tfnnea  d 
tone  and  calmness  of  manner ;  at  the  sual 
time  passing  her  snowy  handkerchief  fteblf 
over  her  forehead. 

He  repeated  what  he  had  said  bsfoiSb 
She  listened  with  increasinjg  excitement  d 
xn'axvMfi  \  hftt  emotions  at  rength  vm 
\et«\  \Mit^  «xA  ^<&  \yQctiX  vote  tflut, 
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Cfoonmm  giMd  tfi  ker  m  tileMe;  md 
then,  unable  to  b<Mr  the  eight  of  her  sitffer- 
iqgi,  torned  aside  his  bead,  and  gaaed  to« 
wards  the  opposite  comer  of  the  room. 
How  little  he  thought,  that  the  objeet  on 
which  his  eyes  aocidentall  j  setded,  a  meet 
splendid  harp,  had  been,  only  a  hw  days 
before,  presentsd  to  Miss  Aubrey  by  Mr. 
Delamere! 

•«  What  misery.  Miss  Aubitey,  has  the 
sight  of  your  distress  occasioned  me!" 
Said  Gammon,  at  length;  ^*aad  yet  why 
should  my  comaunioation  have  distressed 
your' 

**  I  cannot  doubt,  Mr.  Gammon,  the  truth 
of  what  yon  hate  so  solemnly  told  me," 
she  replied,  in  a  tremulous  Toice;  ''but 
will  you  not  tell  my  unfortunate,  my  high- 
minded,  my  almost  brokenF-bearted  brotherl" 
Again  she  burst  into  a  f^  of  weeping. 

*«  Must  I  say  it,  Miss  Aubrey  «**  present- 
ly inquired  Gammon,  in  a  broken  Toieej 
^  can  1  .say  it  without  occasioning  what  1 
dread  more  than  I  can  express— your  dis* 
pleasure  1  The  use  to  be  made  of  my 
power  reate  toith  you  «/one." 

She  shook  her  head  bitterly  and  despatr- 
iiirly«  and  hid  her  face  in  her  handkerchief 
Wfiile  he  proceeded. 

^  One  word— one  blessed  word  from  your 
lips— and  before  this  very  day  shall  hate 
passed  away,  I  strike  down  the  wretched 
puppet  that  at  present-— replace  your  noble- 
.minded  brother  at  Yatton— restore  you  all 
to. its  delicious  shades— O,  Miss  Aubrey, 
how  you  will  love  them !  A  thousand  times 
dearer  than  ever !  Every  trace  6f  the  wretch- 
ed idiot  now  there  shall  vanish ;  and  let 
all  this  come  to  pass  h^ort  I  presume  to 
daim" 

«'  It  ih  impossible,  sir,"  replied  Miss  Au- 
brey^  with  the  calmness  of  despair,  **  even 
Were  you  to  place  my  brother  on  the  throne 
of  England.  Is  it  not  cruel— shocking— 
that  if  you  know  my  brother  is  really  enti- 
tled—nay, it  is  monstrous  injustice.  What 
nay  be  the  means  at  your  command  I  know 
IK>U— I  shall  not  inquire ;  if  itis  tobepnrebas- 
ad  only  on  the  temis  tou  mention"— sh)9  in- 
Toluntarily  shuddered—*''  be  it  so— I  cannot 
help  it ;  and  if  my  brother  and  bis  family 
■inat  pine  because  I  reject  your  address- 
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•'  Say  not  that  word.  Miss  Aubrey !  Do 
Bot  shut  out  all  hop»— Recall  it!  For 
God*s  sake  consider  the  consequences  to 
your  brother— to  his  family !  I  tell  you 
ftet  malice  snd  npscity  are  at  this  mo- 
ment gleaming  like  wild  wolves  within  a 
finr  paces  of  you— ready  to  rush  ^upon 
yott.  Did  you  but  see  them  as  distinctly 
fts  I  do,  yon  would  indeed  shudder  and 

ibjink" 
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I  «*I  do,  sii';  but  we  fnist  in  a  merdful 
Providence,"  replied  Miss  Aubrey,  *'and 
resign  ourselves  to  the  will  of  Heaven.** 

**  may  not  Heaven  have  brought  about 
ihUmteting  between  us  as  a  mode  of" 

**  Monstrous !"  exclaimed  Miss  Aubrey, 
in  a  voice  and  with  a  look  that  for  a  mo- 
ment silenced  him.  \ 

*'  It  is  high  time  that  vou  should  leave 
me,  sir,"  presently  said  Miss  Aubrey,  de- 
terminedly. "  I  have  suffered  surely  suffi- 
ciently already ;  and  my  firet  answer  is  also 
my  last,  1  bag  now,  sir,  that  you  will 
retire." 

**  Madain,  you  are  obeyed,"  replied  Ganv 
mon,  rising,  and  speaking  in  a  tone  of  sor- 
rowful deference.  He  felt  that  his  fate  waa 
sealed.  '*  I  now  seem  fully  aware,  to  my- 
self even,  of  the  unwarrantable  liberty  I 
have  taken,  and  solicit  your  forgiveness.** 
—Miss  Aubrfy  bowed  to  him  loftily.— ^  I 
will  not  presume  to  solicit  your  silence  to 
Mr.  and  Mre.  Aubrey  concerning  the  visit 
I  have  paid  you?**  he  contbued,  yerj 
anxiously. 

**  I  am  not  in  the  habit,  sir,  of  concealing 
any  thing  from  my  brother  and  sister ;  but 
I  shall  freely  exercise  my  own  discretion  in 
the  matter.** 

••  Well,  madam,"  said  he,  preparing  to 
move  towards  tlie  door,  while  Miss  Aubrey 
raised  her  hand  to  the  bell — "in  taking 
leave  of  you,"  he  paused,— "let  me  hop<», 
not  for  ever— HH^eive  my  solemn  assurance, 
given  before  Heaven!  that,  haughtily  as 
you  have  repelled  my  advances  this  day,  I 
will  yet  eontinue  to  do  all  that  is  in  my 
power  to  avert  the  troubles  now  threatening 
your  brother— 'Which  I  fear,  however,  will 
be  but  of  little  avail !  Farewell,  farewell. 
Miss  Aubrey !"  he  exclaimed ;  and  was 
the  next  moment  rapidly  descending  the 
stain.  Miss  Aubrey,  banting  afresh  into 
tehrs,  threw  hereelf*^  again  upon  the  sofa, 
and  continued  long  in  a  state  of  excessive 
agitation.  Mr.  Gammon  walked  eastward 
at  a  rapii  pace,  and  in  a  state  of  mind 
which  cannot  be  described.  How  he  loathed 
the  sight  of  Saffron.Hill,  and  its  disgusting 
approaches!  He  merely  looked  into  the 
office  for  a  moment,  saying  that  he  felt  too 
much  indisposed  to  attend  to  business ;  and 
then  betook  himself  to  his  solitary  cham- 
bers—«  thousand  times  more  solitary  and 
cheerless  than  ever  they  had  appeared  be^ 
fore^-where  he  remained  in  a  sort  of  revery 
for  houre.  About  eleven  o'clock,  he  was 
ffuil^f  of  a  strange  piece  of  extravagance ; 
for,  his  fevered  soul  being  unable  to  find 
rest  anywhere,  he  set  off  for  Vivian  Street, 
and  paced  up  and  down  it^  w\iK  V.V%  v:^^ 

(he  8»w  \bfe\\^Yk%a  ^\a«vve«x^tsai.>iDfc  ^x«- 
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ing-TOom,  and  reappear  in  tiie  bed-rooms : 
them  also  he  watched  out— still  he  lingered 
'in  the  neighbourhood,  which  seemed  to 
bare  a  sort  of  fatal  fascination  about  it ; 
and  it  was  past  three  o'clock  before,  ex- 
hausted in  mind  and  body,  he  resained  his 
chamber,  and  throwing  himself  upon  the 
bed,  slept  from  mere  weariness. 

Let  me  now  tpm  to  a  man  of  a  reij 
different  description— Mr.  Aubrey.  He  had 
now  spent  nearly  a  year  in  the  real  study 
of  the  law ;  dunng  which  time  I  have  not 
the  least  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  had 
made— notwithstanding  all  his  dreadful 
drawbacks— -at  least  fiye  times  the  progress 
that  is  generally  made  by  even  vie  most 
successful  of  those  who  devote  themselves 
to  the  legal  profession.  He  had,  moreover, 
during  the  same  period,  produced  five  or 
six  very  brilliant  political  dissertations, 
and  several  contributions  to  historical  litera- 
ture ;  and  the  reader  will  not  be  surprised 
to  learn,  that  such  exertions  as  these,  and 
such  anxieties  as  were  his,  had  told  visibly 
on  him.  He  was  very  thin ;  his  cheek  had 
lost  its  colour ;  his  eye  was  oppressed  ;  his 
spirits  had  lost  their  buoyancy,  except  in 
the  few  intervals  which  he  was  permitted, 
by  his  harassing  labours,  of  domestic  enjoy- 
ment. He  still  Dore  up  against  his  troubles 
with  an  unyielding  resolution ;  feeling  that 
Providence  had  called  upon  him  to  do 
his  uttermost,  and  await  the  result  with 
patience  and  faith.  Nothing  had  occurred 
during  this  lon^  interval  to  brighten  his 
prospects — ^to  diminish  his  crushing  load 
of  liability  by  a  hair's  weight.  But  his 
well-disciplined  mind  now  stood  in  noble 
stead,  and  enabled  him  to  realize  a  daily 
consciousness  of  advancement  in  the  pur- 
suits to  which  he  had  devoted  himself. 

You  may  imagine  the  alarm  occasioned 
him,  on  his  return  from  the  Temple  on  the 
evenin^r  of  the  day  on  which  Gammon  had 
paid  his  remarkable  visit  to  Miss  Aubrey, 
which  I  have  been  describing,  by  the  sight 
of  the  troubled  countenances  of  his  wife  and 
sister.  Mrs.  Aubrey  had  returned  home 
within  about  half  an  hour  afVer  Gammon's 
leaving  Vivian  Street,  and  to  her  Miss  Au- 
brey instantly  communicated  the  extraor- 
dinary proposal  which  he  had  made  to  her; 
all,  in  ract,  that  had  passed  between  them 
— witn  the  exception  of  the  astounding  in- 
formation concerning  their  prbbable  restora- 
tion to  Yatton.  The  two  ladies  had,  indeed, 
determined  on  concealing  the  whole  matter 
from  Mr.  Aubrey — at  all  events,  for  the  pre- 
sent; but  their  perceptible  agitation  in- 
eieosing  as  he  questioned  them  concerning 
iJje  causa  of  it,  lendeied  conce^meoX  vcnr 


which  had  happened  in  bff 
amasement  was  succeeded  by  virid 
nation  in  Mr.  Anbiey,  as  soon  ts  In  hid 
heard  what  had  passed ;  and  kt  nfol 
hours  he,  was  exceBsirely  agitated,  livib 
they  tried  to  soothe  him ;  in  vaia^  M  Kili 
throw  her  arms  fondly  roand  him,  aod  i» 
plore  him,  for  all  their  sakes,  to  take  so  » 
rice  to  Mr.  Gammon  of  what  had  hapMsd; 
in  vain  did  she  protest  that  die  wodd  fia 
him  instant  intelligence  of  any  fiitDreattai|l 
by  Mr.  Gammon  to  renew  his  offer;  ia  us 
did  Uiev  both  remind  him,  with  neatest 
tion,  01  the  fearful  power  over  ui  of  tbm 
which  was  in  Mr.  Gammon^s  hands.  He  is 
peremptory  and  inflexible,  and,  moieosi; 
fiank  and  explicit ;  and  told  them,  os  fs^ 
ting  home  the  next  morning,  that,  tbofk 
they  misht  rely  on  his  discretion  tod  s» 
per,  he  ^d  resolyed  to  communicate  ^ 
day,  either  personally  or  by  letter,  vii 
Mr.  Gammon;  not  only  peremptoritj {» 
bidding  any  renewal  of  his  pro]M8BJi,ltf 
also  requesting  him  to  discontinue  hiiiiife 
in  Vivian  Street. 

(*  O,  Charles !  Charles !  be  poneld^ 
home  by  six  !'*  exclaimed  they,  as  bees 
braced  them  both  at  parting,  and  Mk 
bursting  afresh  into  tears,  ^  do  ooosder  Ai 
agony — the  dreadful  suspense  we  akdik 
in  all  day!" 

"I  will  return  by  six,  to  a  nuBrii! 
DonH  fear  for  me  .'**  he  replied,  withaisk 
—which,  however,  instantly' disappesei 
as  soon  as  he  had  quitted  their  preseaee. 

Old  Mr.  Quirk  was  the  next  nonii^ 
about  ten  o'clock,  orer  head  and  esn  a 
business  of  all  kinds—and  sadly  milled  it 
clear-headed  and  energetic  GammoBteii 
fearing  that  that  gentleman's  indtspadss 
most  still  continue,  inasmuch  as  there «« 
no  symptoms  of  his  coming  to  the  offinf 
usual,  he  took  off  his  spectacles,  leekedki 
room-door,  in  order  to  prevent  any  «■ 
by  any  possibility  looking  on  aoj  of  At 
numerous  letters  and  papers  lying  oe  Mi 
table ;  and  set  off  to  make  a  call  npoo  Ik 
GammoiH— whose  countenance,  flashed  nd 
harassed,  stronrly  corroborated  wbit,^ 
said  on  the  subject  of  his  indisposMs 
Still,  he  said,  he  could  attend  to  any  bss 
ness  which  Mr.  Quirk  was  prepaied  tbesi 
mention;  whereupon  Mr.  Quirk  tookfi^ 
his  pocket  a  piece  of  paper,  put  ea  10 
glasses,  and  put  questions  to  bin  fnsi  * 
number  of  memoranda  which  he  bad  wtif 
for  the  purpose.  Gammon's  answcf*  im0 
brief,  and  pointed,  and  explicit,  on  allsi^ 
ters  mentioned — as  might  have  bees  i^ 
pected  from  one  of  his  great  abili^  * 
«VA.tTY— but  his  muddle-headed 


tUe  causa  oi  ll,  leaueiea  conice»\ii\«ca  \vnr  \  «\wt^— 4ia»  nis  inuoaie-neaaea  ciwf*" 
possible,   and  they  Vo\d  Vsim  ^TanVX^  \^A^5JA.\i^«Kr^%:«^^'*.^sss4e  clear  ideis 
sinrnil^  fmA  most  Clnba^aa■M^L  Vnia^^nX\^\«x  XaA.  \««i  v.  52to«iv:^  >^>»:>^ 
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wtAoot  anowing  the  faet,  of  which  he  felt, 
howeTer,  a  painful  consciousness,  simplj 
detennfaied  to  do  nothing  that  he  could 
poesiblj  aToid  doing,  tiU  Mr.  Gammon 
made  his  reappearance  at  the  office,  and 
teduced  the  little  chaos  there  into  some- 
thing like  form  and  order. 
Before  he  quitted  Mr.  Gammon,  that  gen- 
r^  t|eman  quietly  and  easily  led  conversation 
::   towards  the  subject  of  the  Tarious  outstand- 
I    ing  debts  due  to  the  firm, 
r        **  Ah,  drat  it!"  quoth  the  old  gentleman, 
briskly — **  the  heaviest,  you  know,  is— eh  1 
-   —Suppose,    however,**  he  added,  appre- 
hensively,   and    scratching  his  head,  **I 
mnstn't  have  that — I  mean  that  fellow  Au- 
brey's account— without  coming  to  words.** 
*»  Why — stay !  stay  !'*  said  Rlr.  Gammon, 
with  a  gravely  thoughtful  air^^^I  don't 
.  tee  thaty  either,  Mr.  Qu^rk.    Forbearance 
has    its   limits.    It   may  be  abused,  Mr. 
Quirk.** 

««  Ecod!  I  should  think  so!**  quoth  Mr. 

Qnirk,  eagerly — *^  and  I  know  who's  abused 

aomehody^s  forbearance— eh.  Gammon  V* 

**  I  understand  you,  my  dear  sir,'*  replied 

.  Gammon,  with  a  sigh:   **I  fear  I  must 

plead    no   longer   for    him:  I  have  gone 

~  already,  perhaps,  much  further  than  my 

duty  to  the  firm  warranted." 
^  **  It's  a  heavy  balance.  Gammon,  a  very 
heaTT  balance,  £1446,  14<.  6<2.,  to  be  out- 
standing so  long.  He  agreed  to  pay  in- 
'  tsrest  on't,  didn't  he,  eht  But  really 
something  ought  to  be  done  in  it;  and — 
come,  G^mon !  as  you've  had  your  time 
•o  long,  now  comes  mine ! — ^Tum  him  over 
tonur* 

**  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  distress  him, 
poor  devil." 

^  Distress  him !   Our  bill  must  be  paid. 

]> ^n  him !  why  don't  he  pay  bis  debts  t 

1  pay  mine— you  pay  yours — he  must  pay 

•*  Certainly.  By  the  way,**  said  Gam- 
mon, suddenly,  **  if  you  were  to  take  bold 
mnd  decided  steps,  his  friends  would  un- 
lioubtedly  step  forward  and  relieve  him." 

•*Ay!  ay!    What  think  you  of  three 

^laysl    Give  him  three  days  to  turn  about 

in  1— There  he's  living  all  the  while  in  a 

^-        d  fine  house  at  the  West  End,  like  a 

irentleman— looks  down,  I'll  be  sworn,  on 

y/m  poor  attorneys  already,  beggar  as  be  is, 

bf^eanse  he's  coming  to  the  bar.  Now  mind. 

Gammon,  no    nonsense!     I  won't  stand 

your  coming  in  again  as  yon  did  before— if  I 

write— honour  between  thieves !  eh  1" 

M I  pledge  my  honour  to  you,  my  dear 
•ir,  that  I  will  interfere  no  more;  but  the 
law  most  take  its  course." 

M That's  it!"  said  Mr.  Quirk,  rubbing 
kh  handB  gleeful] J ;  **rn  tip  him  a  tickler 


Wore  he*s  a  day  older  that  shall  wake  him 
up— ah,  ha!" 

'*  You  will  do  me  one  favour,  Mr.  Quirk, 
I  am  sure,'*  said  Mr.  Gammon,  with  that 
civil  but  peremptory  manner  of  his,  which 
invariably  commanded  Quirk*s  assent  to 
his  sug^stions— "  y ou  will  insert  a  dis- 
claimer  in  the  letter  of  its  emanating  from 
me— or  being  with  my  consent*' 
"  0,  lud !  yes !  yes !  any  thing.** 
**Nay,  rather  again&t  my  tuish^  yon 
know,  eh  ?  Just  for  appearance's  sake — as 
I  have  always  appeared  so  infernally  civiJv 
to  the  man  till  now." 

"Will  you  draw  it  op  yourself!  And 
then,  so  as  the  other  matter  s  all  rigbt->nc 
flinching — stick  in  as  much  palaver,  Gam- 
mon!— ah  ha!— 4is  you  like,"  replied 
Quirk ;  who,  as  the  proposal  involved  only 
a  greater  measure  of  oiscpurtesy  on  his  part, 
without  any  sacrifice  of  bis  interest,  regarded 
it  with  perfect  indifference.  He  todc  his 
leave  of  Gammon  in  far  higher  spirits  than 
those  which  he  had  carried  with  him.  It 
having  been  thus  detenuined  on  by  the 
partners,  that  within  a  day  or  two's  time 
Mr.  Aubrey  should  be  required  to  pay  the 
whole  balance  under  penalty  of  an  arrest. 
Gammon,  on  being  left  alone,  folded  his 
arms  as  he  sat  beside  his  breakfast-table, 
and  meditated  on  the  probable  results  of  this 
his  first  hostile  move  against  Mr.  Aubrey. 
"  I  wonder  whether  she's  told  him,"  thought 
he,  with  a  slight  palpitation,  which  was 
somewhat  increased  by  a  pretty  sharp  knock 
at  his  outer  door.  The  colour  suddenly 
deserted  his  cheek  as  he  started  from  his 
seat,  scattering  on  the  floor  nearly  a  doz^n 
unopened  letters  which  had  been  lying  at 
his  elbow  on  the  table ;  and  he  stood  still 
for  a  moment  to  subdue  a  little  of  bis  agita- 
tion, so  as  to  enab}e  him  to  present  himself 
with  some  show  of  calmness  before  the 
visiter  whom  he  felt  perfectly  certain  that 
he  should  see  on  opening  the  ooor.  He  was 
right.  The  next  minute  beheld  him  usher- 
ing into  bis  room,  with  a  surprising  degree 
of  ^If-possession,  Mr.  Aubrey,  whose 
countenance  showed  embarrassment  and 
agitation. 

"  1  have  called  upon  you,  Mr.  Gammon,*' 
commenced  Aubrey,  taking  the  seat  to 
which  Mr.  Gammon,  with  great  courtesy, 
motioned  him,  and  then  resumed  his  own, 
**  in  consequence  of  your  visit  yesterday  in  « 
Vivian  street — of  your  surprising  interview 
with  my  sister — ^your  most  unexpected,  ex* 
traordinary  proposal  to  her." 

Mr.  Gammon  listened  respectfully,  with 
an  air  of  earnest  attention,  evidently  not  in 
tending  to  make  any  reply. 

**  It  caTmo\«wi^Tv«%  ^avx^%Yt^'^'«x\^^»^^ 
Vaye  Vieen  maA^  %it^ii^\«^MiS3iOk.''>x\si3aate^        . 
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diately  on  my  return  home  yesterday  even- 
ttig.  It  was  undoubtedl  /  my  sister*a  duly 
to  do  so ;  bat  she  did  it,  1  am  bound  to  ac- 
knowledge to  vou,  sir,  with  great  reluctance, 
M  a  matter  of  exquisitely  painful  delicacy. 
Sir,  she  has  told  me  ail  that  passed  between 
you." 

**  I  eannot  presume,  Mr.  Anbrey,  to  find 
fault  with  any  thing  Miss  Aubrey  may  have 
thought  proper  to  do ;  she  cannot  do  wrong,** 
replied  Gammon,  calmly,  though  Mr.  Au- 
brey*s  last  words  had  occasioned  him  lively 
anxiety  as  to  the  extent  of  Miss  Aubrey's 
communications  to  her  brother.  He  ob- 
served Mr.  Aubrey^s  eyes  fixed  upon  him 
steadfastly,  and  saw  that  he  was  labouring 
under  much  excitement.  **If  I  have  done 
any  thing  calculated  to  inflict  the  slightest 
pam  upon  a  lady  for  whom  I  have  so  pro- 
found''——he  saw  the  colour  mounting  into 
Mr.  Aubrey's  cheek,  and  a  sterner  expres- 
sion appearing  in  his  eye^**a  respect,  or 
upon  you,  or  any  of  your  family,  I  am  dis- 
tressed beyond  measure." 

**I  perfectly  appreciate,  Mr.  Gaufimon, 
the  position  in  which  we  stand  with  regard 
to  each  other.  Thouorh  I  am  fearfully 
chahgred  in  respect  of  fortune,  I  am  not 
a  wh  It  ch  an?ed — we  are  none  of  us  changed,'*^ 
he  continued,  proudly,  "  in  respect  of  per- 
sonal feelings  and  character." 

He  paused:  Gammon  spoke  not.  Pre- 
sently Mr.  Aubrey  resumed — ^*  I  am,  as  we 
are  all,  very  deeply  sensible  of  the  obliga- 
tion which  you  have  conferred  upon  us. 
We  all  feel  that  we  are,  to  a  great  extent, 
placed  at  your  mercy." 

"  Pray — I  beg,  Mr.  Aubrey,  that  you  will 
not  speak  in  a  strain  which  really  hurts  my 
feelings,"  interrupted  Gammon,  earnestly ; 
**and  which  nothing  on  my  part  has  justi- 
fied, nor  can  justify." 

**  Sir,  I  meant  nothing  in  the  least  calcu- 
lated to  wound  your  feelings,  but  merely  to 
express  my  own ;  and  let  me,  Mr.  Gam- 
mon, without  the  least  reserve  or  circumlo- 
cution, inform  you,  that  both  my  sistes  and 
I  have  felt  the  most  vivid  displeasure— dis- 
satisfaction—at  your  conduct  of  yesterday ; 
and  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  lose  no 
time  in  informing  you  that  your  proposals 
are  utterly  out  of  the  question,  and  can 
never  be  entertained,  under  any  ciicum- 
stances,  for  one  moment." 

Had  Aubrey  been,  instead  of  the  mere 
pauper  he  really  was,  and  in  the  presence 
of  one  whom  he  knew  to  be  able  to  cast 
liim  instantly  into  prison,  at  that  moment  in 
the  position  he  had  formerly  occupied  of 
weafth  and   greatness,  Vie  (:ou\d  noX  Wr^ 


**I  am  undbabtadTy  aware,  sir.  of  ^dl»> 
parity  between  Miss  Aubrey  and  ni3f9elf  ii 
point  of  position,'*  said  he,  coldly. 

**  1  have  said  nothinor  of  the  kind  thit  1 
am  aware  of,  nor  would  I,  on  any  accoom, 
say  any  thing  offensive  to  you,  Mr.  Gs» 
mon ;  but  it  is  my  datj  to  speak  expliddjf 
and  decisively.  I  therefore  now  beg  jai 
to  understand  that  your  overtures  most  imI^ 
in  any  shape,  or  at  any  time,  be  renewed; 
and  this  I  must  insist  upon  without  assp 
ing  or  suggesting  any  reason  whatever.^ 

Gammon  listened  attentively  and  silently. 

**  1  presume,  Mr.  Gammon,  that  I  eaasM 
be  misunderstood  V*  added  Mr.  Aobraj, 
with  a  very  perceptibly  increased  pereo^ 
toriness  of  manner. 

**  It  would  be  difTicolt  to  misundeistiii 
what  you  say,  sir,"  replied  Gammon;  ii 
whose  dark  bosom  Mr.  Aubrey's  words  bad, 
as  it  were,  stung  and  roused  the  seipOi 
PRIDE — ^which  might  have  been  seen  wii 
crest  erect,  and  glaring  eyes.  But  Mi. 
Gammon's  external  manner  was  cairn  ud 
subdued. 

«« It  gives  me  pain  to  be  forced  to  add, 
Mr.  Gammon,"  continued  Mr.  Aobiej, 
*'  that  after  what  has  taken  place,  we  all  a 
us  feel — that — ^it  will  be  better  for  yoQ  li 
discontinue  your  visits  at  my  house.  I  aa 
sure  your  own  delicacy  wi|l  appreciate  the 
necessity  which  exists  for  such  a  sngff^ 
tion  on  my  parti" 

"  I  perfectly  understand  you,  Mr.  it- 
brev,"  replied  Gammon,  in  the  same  gnu 
and  guaraed  manner  which  he  had  p^p•er^ 
ed  throughout  their  interview.  ^I  diaO 
offer  no  apology,  sir,  for  conduct  whidi  I 
do  not  feel  to  rec^uire  one.  I  conceire  tbal 
I  had  a  perfect  nght  to  make,  with  aU  dat 
deference  and  respect,  the  ofier  which  il 
appears  has  given  you  so  much  offecioe;ftr 
reasons,  it  may  be,  which  justify  yoa,W 
which  I  cannot  speculate  upon,  nor  4o  t 
wish  to  do  so.  It  is  impossible  ever  tow 
Miss  Aubrey  without  becoming  sensibis  if 
her  loveliness,  both  of  person  and  chaii^ 
ter.    I  have  paid  them   homage :  for  Ai 

rest,    the    issue    is    simply unfortooalBi 

While  I  may  not  feel  disposed,  even  if  i^ 
clined,  to  disregard  your  strict  and  soleaa 
injunctions,  I  take  leave  to  say,  that  ay 
feelings  towards  Miss  Aubrey  cannot  alter*, 
and  if  in  no  other  way  they  can  be  gratified  I 
there  is  yet  one  wliich" — here  he  loobd  I 
greatly  moved,  and  changed  colour—^  j^  I 
remains  open  to  me,  to  exhibit  my  re^  I 
for  her,  in  a  tenfold  anxiety  to  preserva  ht  I 
— to  preserve  all  of  you,  Mr.  Aubrey,  (im  I 
the  approach  of  difficulty  and  danger.  TM   | 


fl|>oken  with  an  air  of  more  dv^tA^e^  deXAx-XxnxiO^.  '^x^^  kx^^^isA.^  also  have  M^  I 
mination,  and  even  fcauteur,  y/\v\c;\v  Ci^xBr\^>^^^^^V'aX^^a»A\»v«w«i\i'^^^aa^^  I 
mon  perceived  and  fvil^y  appreciated.  \ Wi  ^•^>iafcdr-Atwa.  ^aa^'OkX^.'^.^Tjas^s^';^  > 
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t«  was  only  eeoMuiog  failiHtly  wlwClMr 
lieahimkl  6ndeaToar  to  aaoartaia  whether 
Hr.  Aubiey  had  been  ynft  by  bis  siBter  in 
pOMeeeion  of  his-— Ganunon*!— *la8t  oom- 
-munication  to  her ;  md  then,  bowerer  that 
nught  be,  whether  he  should  himself  break 
the  matter  to  Mr.  Aubrey.  Bat  he  decided 
both  ouestions  in  the  negative^  and  pro- 
ceeded, with  a  little  exeitement  of  manner, 
*^  There  ore  dangers  menaeing  yon,  I  grte?e 
to  saj,  Mr.  Aubrey,  of  the  most  serioos 
description,  which  I  may  possibly  be  un- 
able to  arert  from  you !  I  fear  I  am  losing 
that  hold  tipon  others  which  has  enabled  me 
hitherto  to  save  yon  fiom  rapacity  and  op- 
mnession !  I  regret  to  say  that  I  can  ontwer 
ihr  others  no  longer ;  but  all  that  man  can 
do,  still  will  I  do.  I  hsTO  been  most  bit- 
terly— most  fearfully  disappointed ;  but  you 
iliaJl  oTer  find  me  a  man  of  my  word---of 
as  high  and  rigid  honour,  pertiaps  even, 
Mr.  Aubrey,  as  yourself  **— he  paused,  and 
felt  that  he  had  made  an  impression  on  his 
sHent  auditor — **  and  I  hereoy  pledge  my 
myself,  in  the  presence  of  God,  that  so  far 
as  in  me  lies,  there  shall  not  a  hair  of  any 
of  your  heads  be  touched.*'  Again  he 
paused.  **  I  wish,  Mr.  Aubrey,  you  knew 
the  pressure  which  has  been  for  some  time 
upon  me— «ay,  eren  this  Tory  morning" 
he  cast  a  melancholy  and  reluctant 
eye  towards  the  letters  which  he  had 
gathered  up,  and  which  he  had  placed  be- 
side him  on  the  breakfast  table — ^^^I  have 
receiTcd  a  letter;  I  know  the  handwriting; 
f  almost  dread  to  open  it*'  Mr.  Aubrey 
chansed  colour. 

**  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  to  what,  in  par" 
Heuhr^  you  are  alluding,  Mr.  Gammon," 
he  interrupUd,  anxiously. 

**  I  will  not  at  present  say  more  on  the 
•abject;  I  deToutiy  hope  my  negotiations 
nctay  be  successful,  and  that  the  affair  may 
act  for  many  months,  or  even  years,  be 
forced  upon  your  attention !  Still,  were  I 
to  do  so,  one  effect,  at  least,  it  would  haye 
— ^to  satisfy  you  of  my  honourable  and  dis- 
interested motiyes  in  the  offer  which  I  pre- 
•amed  to  make  Miss  Aubrey." 

"  Well,  sir,"  replied  Mr.  Aubrey,  with  a 
laelancholy  air,  and  sighin?  deeply,  '^I 
ean  only  place  my  trust  in  Providence— 
»nd  I  do,  I  have  suffered  much  already ; 
9iid  if  it  be  the  will  of  Heaven  that  I  suffer 
in  ore,  I  hope  I  have  not  suffered  already— 
in  V  tin  /" 

'^  Kj,  Aubrey,"  said  Gammon,  gazing  at 
Mm  with  a  brightening  eye,  '*  my  very  soul 
owns  the  sublime  presence  of  virtux,  in 
yonr  person !  It  is  exalting — ^it  is  ennobling 
^^-merely  to  be  permittra  to  wituess  so 
heroic  an  example  of  oonsfancy  as  you  ex- 
lUJhsi /''——'  He  pamed^  and  for  some  mo- 


menta tiiere  was  silenee^-^*  Ton  do  not 
distrust  me,  Mr.  Aubrey  1"  said  GammoB» 
at  length,  with  a  confident  air. 

''  No,  Mr.  Gammon !"  replied  Mr.  A»< 
brey,  eyeing  him  steadfastly.  **  1  am  nol 
aware  that  I  ever  had  any  reason  for  doi^g 


so. 
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Shortly  afterwards  he  took  his  departure  | 
and  as  he  bent  his  steps  slowly,  and  with 
thoughtful  air,  towards  the  Temple,  he  saw 
one  or  two  things,  oq  his  own  part,  during 
his  interview  with  Gammon,  to  regret— his 
sternness  and  pride;  but  nothing  on  the 
part  of  Gammon  that  had  not  been  admirable. 
Could  Mr.  Aubrey,  however,  but  have  seen 
the  Satanic,  smile  which  settled  upon  Mf 
Ghimmon*s  features,  as  soon  as,  after  eor* 
dially  shaking  his  hand,  he  had  calmly 
shut  the  door  upon  Mr.  Aubrey,  it  might 
have  occasioned  some  few  miseivings  as  to 
that  gentleman's  sincerity.  Mr.  GammoA 
resumed  his  seat,  and  meditated  upon  their 
recent  interview.  Almost  the  ^rst  glance 
which  he  had  caught  of  Mr.  Aubrey's  ooun* 
tenance,  and  the  very  first  tones  of  hhi 
voice  which  he  had  caught,  had  inspired 
Gammon  with  a  deadly  animosity  towards 
poor  Aubrey,  whose  pride  Gammon  resolv- 
ed to  trample  upon  and  crush  into  the  dust* 
He  was  acquainted  with  the  state  of  An* 
brey's  little  finances,  almost  to  a  pound; 
for  Aubrey  had,  under  the  circumstancea, 
felt  it  even  a  duty  to  be  frank  with  him 
upon  that  subject.  He  turned  over  in  his 
mind,  with  great  anxiety,  the  matter  of  the 
two  promissory  notes  for  five  thousand 
pounas  each,  which  he  held  in  his  hands, 
and  which  would  be  the  best  mode  of  set- 
ting into  motion,  but  with  the  hands  of  an- 
other, those  two  dreadful  instruments  of 
torture  and  oppression — which,  judiciously 
applied,  might  have  the  effect  of  huiublins 
the  pride  and  breaking  the  determination  o? 
Aubrey  and  of  his  sister.  Long  he  con- 
sidered the  subject,  in  every  point  of  view; 
and  at  length — ^'Ay,  that  will  do!"  said 
he  to  himself,  aloud ;  sighed,  smiled,  and 
gently  tapped  his  finj;er8  upon  his  ample 
forehead.  Shortly  afterwards,  having  or- 
dered his  laundress  to  take  away  the  breal^ 
fast  things,  he  took  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
and  sketched  off  the  following  draught  of  a 
letter,  to  be  copied  by  Mr.  Quirk,  and 
signed  in  tKe  name  of  the  firm,  snd  sent. 
Gammon  finally  determined,  early  in  the 
ensuing  week :— > 

**  SirrBoK  Hill,  9th  Jmif,  18—. 

**  Dear  Sir, — Owing  to  a  most  serious 
and  unexpected  pecuniary  outlay  which  we 
are  called  upon  to  make,  we  feel  ourselvea 
compelled  to  avail  wktftfeVr«%  ^1  Vw\w«i 
resouxcea  \Va  wV^ww  o«t  \«M^^•   ^wv»% 
'  been  diaa^^ovnto^  Vu  a«v«n\  fi^^sftsss^^^ 
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are  obliged  to  Temind  joo  of  the  h&arj 
belance  we  have  affainat  yoa  of  JB1446, 
1 4f  •  6d.  Yoa  mast  be  aware  of  the  length 
of  time  during  which  it  has  been  standing; 
and  tinst  you  will  forgive  us  if  we  now 
apprize  you  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
lor  us  to  allow  of  any  more  delay.  Unless, 
therefore,  the  whole  of  the  above  balance, 
or  at  least  dSlOOO  of  it,  be  paid  within 
three  days  of  the  date  hereof,  we  regret  to 
inform  yon  we  haTe^nally  made  up  our 
minds  to  let  the  law  lake  its  usual  course. 
We  feel  the  less  hesitation  in  saying  thus 
much,  because  we  are  persuaded  that,  with 
a  little  caution,  you  mifht  long  ago  hare 
liquidated  this  heavy  buance,  or  the  great- 
er part  thereof."  (Mr.  Gammon  wrote  as 
neariy  in  the  peculiar  style  of  Mr.  Quirk  a^ 
he  could.) 

**Ia  writing  thus,  Messrs.  Quirk  and 
Snap  feel  it  only  due  tor  their  partner,  Mr. 
Gammon,  to  add  that  he  is  no  party  to  this 
application.  Messrs.  Q.  and  S.  have  felt, 
however,  in  making  it,  that  the  interest  of 
the  firm  have  alreaay  suffered  long  enough, 
through  their  deference  to  the  personal 
wishes  and  feelings  of  one  of  the  members 
of  Uie  firm ;  and  but  for  whom,  their  heavy 
balance  would  have  been  called  for  iong 
ago,  and,  no  doubt,  in  due  course  discharged. 

*•  We  regret  being  unable  to  vary  or  de- 
part from  the  determination  above  express- 
ed ;  and  most  sincerely  hope  your  resources 
are  of  that  nature  that  we  shall  be  spared 
the  unpleasantness  of  letting  the  law  take 
its  usual  course. 

**  And  we  remain, 
**  Dear  sir, 

"  Yours  most  respectfully, 
**  Quirk,  Gammon  &  Snap. 
^  Charles  Aubrey,  Esquire, 
"  Vivian  Street." 

Exactly  on  the  seventh  day  from  that  on 
which  Air.  Gammon  had  made  his  ill- 
omened  advances  towards  Miss  Aubrey, 
did  the  above  dreadful  and  heartless  letter 
reach  its  destination-— being  delivered  into 
Mr.  Aubrey*s  hands  while  lie  was  intently 
perusing  a  very  heavy  set  of  papers,  which, 
at  his  request,  Mr.  Weasel  had  allowed 
him  to  take  home.  The  painful  scene 
which  ensued  I  shall  spare  the  reader — 
only  mentioning  that  poor  Miss  Aubrey  be- 
came almost  frantic,  treating  herself  as  the 
sole  occasion  of  this  disaster.  That  very 
morning,  at  breakfast,  had  he  been  talking 
of  selling  out,  of  their  precious  remnant  in 
the  funds,  the  sum  of  J6105,  to  enable  him 
U)  become  a  pupil  with  Mr.  Crystal — at  the 
Mtgeation  of  toe  Atloniay-Gensn^. 

mefgenrj, 


conseBttnfftoan  immedfeste  aale  ef  ilii 
plate,  bodca,  and  fnnutnre.  TVeir 
tion,  indeed,  knew  bo  bouiida.  Efca  Ik 
Aubrey,  though  finr  a  long  time  he  bonip 
heroically,  was  atlenfrth  ovemone  by  As 
agonies  of  the  dear  beinqgrs  wooae  niavis 
involved  in  his  own. 

Had  not  Gammon  been  prompt  ia  )m 
veoffeancet    So  thoo^i  they  all. 

What  wa»  to  be  done  I  A  word  wi 
suffice  to  explain  Mr.  AnlHrey^s  poMi 
fully.  It  will  be  lecolleeted,  that  ihm 
a  twelvemonth  before,  he  had  bera  lefih 
possession  of  a  balance  of  Jgl063,  afis 
paying  the  sum  of  JS4000  to  Meesis.  Qui, 
Griunmon,  and  Snap,  Measra.  Riumiaffioa 
and  Mr.  Parkinson,  in  the  way  wbidi  ha 
been  already  mentioned.  Sinee  thea,  bf 
his  incessant  exertioDS,  he  had  mU 
the  sum  of  iSlSO  by.  his  oontribatioof  a 
literary  journals ;  and«  By  means  of  a  sevsi 
and  systematic  economy,  thia  snm,  toge&t 
with  about  dS200  taken  from  his  slon  if 
Jgioaa,  had  sufiioed  to  coyer  their  wMi 
year's  expenditure.  *Twa8  impooibie  a 
carry  economy  further  than  they  did,  wttr 
out,  poor  souls,  positive  injury  to  M 
health,  and  stinting  the  little  childim,  a 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  often  said  to  eM^ 
other,  when  alone,  with  tears  and  sigbtil 
anguish. 

Alas!  misfortune  followed  him  likeablot^ 
hound,  let  him  turn  his  steps  whitherMeia 
he  might !  Naturally  anxious  to  mtkeii 
most  of  his  little  store  of  dSl063,  so  loi^  a 
any  considerable  portion  of  it  could  be  ipaii 
from  th6ir  inunediate  personal  neoesite 
he  looked  about  in  all  directions  for  sosi 
safe  and  profitable  investment,  which  BB|kl 
produce  him  a  little  more  income  than  ecaU 
be  derived  from  the  funds.  He  caatioailf 
avoided  having  the  sUflrhtest  connexioo  via 
any  of  the  innumerable  jointatoek  speeih- 
tions  then  afloat,  and  of  which  he  aaw  distiaa> 
ly  the  mischievous  and  rui  noos  tendency;  ui 
this,  moreover,  in  spite  of  the  artful  ooettaoa' 
al  representations  of  Mr.  Ganmion.  Htritf 
consulted  his  banker,  and  also  a  membcra 
the  House  of  Commons— one  of  the  dO 
members — a  man  of  immense  weslth,  asi 
great  mercantile  experience  and  sagaeitv, 
and  witfi  whom  he  had  been  intimate  vbut 
in  the  House— confirmed  by  their  appfova^ 
and  also  that  of  Mr.  Weasel  and  Mean. 
Runnington,  all  of  whom  poor  Aabivf 
anxiously  consulted  concerning  thedispool 
of  this  his  little  all  ;  about  six  weeks  afhr 
the  period  of  his  settlement  with 


Quirk,  Gammon,  and  8na^,  he  'mn^ 

fiv^  hundred  pnunda  in  the  purchsssflfA 

'Y^t^^W  focei^  stock.    Safe  and  pioa^ 

to  be  done  \n  t)b\a  i«Kdx:\W%  aa  \\  ^\«6s«^^  Vssr«t^^  at  the  fsff 

Ikone  of  UvBA  kniQriv---«uys^x\\aMsyi»xVaeikNx^ 
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\  ^Hh  cftpitalitti  of  all  descripttons,  both  at 
kome  and  abroad— -froni  acaree  any  aaaign- 
able  raaaon,  bat  for  one  of  the  many  unao- 
CDuntable  inatancea  of  fluctuation  to  which 

Sroperty  of  that  kind  is  proverbially  liable, 
Lubrey  had  hardly  held  hia  acrip  for  a 
month,  when— alaa !— to  hia  dismay,  he 
Ibund  it  falling — foUinpr-^fallin^— down, 
down,  down  it  went,  till  his  acnp  was  so 
nueh  waste  paper!  Hia  loea  was  irre- 
trievable. This  wealthy  member  whom  he 
had  consulted,  lost  nearly  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  pounds,  and  was  driven  to 
die  very  yerge  of  ruin.  Mr.  Weasel,  even, 
osQtion  personiiied,  in  dealing  with  the  lit- 
tle accumolation  of  his  hard  earnlnga,  lost 
upwards  of  a  thousand  pounds ;  and  Mr. 
Runnington,  about  double  that  aum.  It 
required  a  great  stretch  of  fortitude  on  the 
port  of  Mr.  Aubrey  to  sustain  this  severe 
and  sudden  blow  with  any  thing  like  cqua- 
xiimityi  You  should  have  seen  and  heard 
Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Miss  Aubrey,  on  that 
occasion,  in  order  fully  to  appreciate  tlie 

,  lieh  and  melting  tendemeas  of  woman*s 
sympathy ! 

This  left  him  only  a  sum  of  about  JS350 
In  the  funda,  and  in  hia  banker^s  hands  a 
little  balance  of  aome  fifty  or  sixtjr  pounds 

,  to  meet  his  current  expenses.  The  above 
•am,  at  the  time  when  Messrs.  Quirk.  Gam- 
mon, and  Snap's  letter  reached  him,  had 

I  been  necessarily  diminished  to  about  dg290 ; 
lliia  was  all  the  money  he  had  in  the  world 
to  save  himself,  and  those  dependent  on 
him,  from  absolute  destitution.  Yet  he 
was  now  peremptorily  called  upon,  within 
three  days'  time,  to  pay  the  sum  of  j6l446, 

He  hurried  off,  early  the  next  morning,  in 
donstornation,  to  Messrs.  Runningtons.  Mr. 
Runnington,  with  a  heavy  heart  and  a  gloomy 
.  countenance,  aet  off  instantly  alone,  to  the 
office  of  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap. 
He  saw  Mr.  Gammon,  who  told  him,  with  a 
wdl-dtssembled  air  of  diagust,  to  go  in  to 
Mr.  Quirk,  or  Mr.  Snap,  lie  did  so,  and 
(band  them  inexorable.  Mr.  Quirk  dogged- 
ly told  Mr.  Runnington  that  he  had  been 
OQt  of  pocket  long  enough,  and  would  not 
be  fooled  by  one  of  his  own  partners  any 
longer.  Air.  Runnington  quitted  them, 
fiftiny  at  his  wits'  end ;  and,  on  his  retuhi, 
told  Mr.  Aubrey,  whom  he  had  left  at  his 
<fioe,  that  he  had  done,  and  could  do,  '*no- 
tfldng  with  the  vultures  of  Saffron  Hill." 
M;r«  Runnington  felt  thai  his  unhappy  client, 
Mr.  Aubrey,  was  far  too  critically  situated 
with  respect  to  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon, 
•ad  Snap,  to  admit  of  his  threatening,  on 
Mr.  Aubrey's  behalf,  to  refer  their  exorbitant 
and  monstrous  bill  to  taxation.  He  knew 
mat,  in  Aetf  what  suggestion  to  offer— -what 


scheme  to  devise— to  extricate  Mr.  Aabray 
from  his  present  dreadful  dilemma.  As 
for  applying  for  pecuniary  assistance  from 
frienda,  Mr.  Aubrey's  soul  revolted  at 
the  bare  thought.  'What— borrow !  Over- 
whelmed as  he  already  was,  it  would  be 
grossly  unprincipled.  Was  not  one  alive 
of  his  frenerous  friends  at  that  moment  uiw 
der  a  uability  on  his  behalf  of  more  than 
ten  thousand  pounds  1  No:  with  gloomy 
composure  he  felt  that,  at  last,  his  hour  toss 
eome ;  that  a  prison  wall  must  soon  inter- 
vene between  him — poor,  broken-hearted 
soul ! — and  the  dear,  beloved  beings  from 
whom,  as  yet,  he  had  never  been  once  sepa- 
rated— no !  not  for  one  moment  deprived  of 
blessed  intercourse  and  communion  with 
them-*his  wife— Kate— -his  unconscious 
little  children 

Kate,  however,  got  desperate ;  and,  u»> 
kiiown  to  her  brother,  though  vnth  the  ful. 
privity  of  his  Weepinff  wife,  wrote  off  a 
long — a  heart-rending  letter  to  good  old 
Lady  Stratton,  whose  god-daughter  she 
was,  telling  her  every  thing.  Kate  was  up 
half  the  night  writing  that  letter,  and  tt 
was  blistered  with  her  tears.  She  took  it 
very  early  in  the  morning,  herself,  to  the 
post-office,  and  she  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  await- 
ed the  issue  with  the  most  trembling  and 
fearful  solicitude. 

I  have  hardly  heart  to  recount  the  events 
which  followed  upon  poor  Kate's  adventure ; 
but  they  form  a  strikinj^  exemplification  of 
the  mysterious  manner  in  which  frequently 
Providence,  for  its  own  awful  and  wise  pur- 
poses, sees  fit  to  laccumulate  troubles  and 
sorrows  upon  the  virtuous. 

Old  Lady  Stratton  had  been  for  some 
months  in  very  feeble  health,  and  the  re- 
ceipt of  Kate's  letter  occasioned  her  infinite 
'distress.  It  will  be  remembered  that  she 
had  long  before  effected  a  policy  of  insu- 
rance upon  her  life  for  dSl5,000,  always  in- 
tending to  bequeath  it  as  a  little  portion  to 
poor  Kate.  She  had  many  months — in 
(act,  nearly  a  year  and  a  half  before— j^ven 
the  necessary  instructions  to  her  solicitor, 
good  Mr.  Parkinson,  of  Grilston,  for  making 
her  will,  so  as  to  carry  into  effect  her  kind 
intentions  towards  Kate ;  bequeathing,  also, 
legacies  of  iS500  apiece  to  each  of  Mr.  Au- 
brey's little  children.  How  it  came  to 
pass,  however,  I  scarcely  know,  except  by 
referring  it  to  that  sad  superstitious  weak- 
ness which  makes  people  oflen  procrasti- 
nate the  execution  of  so  all-important  an 
instrument  as  a  will :  but,  at  the  time  when 
Kate's  letter  arrived,  her  ladyship's  will 
had  not  been  executed,  but  still  lay,  merely 
in  draft,  at  Mr.  Paikiuaou'%  o^^j^.  ^^i& 
ing  gTeal\^  uv^VvDoai^^^  \^c^««^^\^  ifiws<^ 
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«he  sent  off  an  ekpTcss  to  Mr.  ParkuMon  to 

attend  with  her  will ;  and,  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  her  attendants  found  it  neces- 
sary to  send  off  another  express  for  her 
physician,  Dr.  Goddart.  Betbre  drawing  a 
eheck  for  the  sum  of  JB700  or  JS800,  which 
ahe  intended  instantly  to  place  at  Mr.  Au- 
brey^s  disposal,  she  awaited  Mr.  Parkin- 
son s  return,  that  he— who  managed  all  her 
affair^ — might  inform  her  of  the  exact 
hfdance  then  at  her  banker's.  He  was  ab- 
sent from  Grilston  when  the  express  arrived, 
but  he  was  followed,  and  about  seven 
#'clock  that  evening  entered  Lady  Stratton*s 
residence,  carrying  with  him  the  draft  of 
her  will,  ready  prepared  for  execution. 
His  chief  clerk  also  accompanied  him,  lest, 
by  any  possibility,  a  witness  should  be 
wanting.  The  countenances  of  the  domes- 
tics warned  him  that  there  was  not  one  mo- 
ment to  be  lost ;  and  he  hastened  at  once 
Ifito  Lady  Stratton's  bed-chamber.  There 
she  lay,  venerable  old  lady,  partially  prop- 
ped up^  by  pillows,  her  long  white  hair 
partially  visible  from  under  ner  cap.  A 
hasty  whisper  from  Dr.  Goddart  apprized 
him  of  the  very  critical  situation  of  Lady 
Stratton.  Writing  luaterials  stood  ready 
prepared  in  the  room  against  IVf  r.  Parkin- 
son's arrival.  She  recognised  him,  on  his 
passing  the  foot  of  the  bed,  and  in  a  feeble 
voice  whispered,  "Ji^  ti»7//— my  twZ//" 

[0,  hasten !  delay  not  an  instant,  Mr. 
Parkinson !  If  you  did  but  know  what  de- 
pends on  your  movements ;  could  you  but  at 
this  instant— O  me !— «ould  you  but  catch 
a  fflinipse  of  the  scene  this  instant  passing 
in  Vivian  Street  !—>Give  her  the  pen,  Mr. 
Parkinson — guide  her  hand— place  it  upon 
the  paper.] 

But  it  was  too  late !  Before  the  pen 
oould  be  placed  within  her  fingers,  those' 
fingers  had  become  incapable  of  holding 
it;  for  Lady  Stratton  at  that  moment  ex- 
perienced the  paralytic  seizure  which  Dr. 
Goddart  had  been  dreading  for  three  or  four 
honrs  before.  'Twas  useless:  pen,  ink, 
and  paper  were  removed.  She  lingered  till 
about  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when, 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Parkinson,  who  had 
not  quitted  the  ro6m  for  one  instant,  death 
I8«eased  the  venerable  sufferer.  She  had 
Uius  died  inte$tate  t  and  all  her  personal 
property— Lady  Stratton  had  none  other 
—became  the  property  of  her  ladyship's 
next  of  kin.  Had  this  event  happened  but 
tvo  years  before,  that  next  of  kin  would  | 


havB  been— Mr.  Aubrey ;  bat  bqv— vffl 
the  reader  have  patience  to  read  itl— ihst 
next  of  kin  was — Tittlkbat  Titmor! 
Alas !  there  could  be  no  question  aboat  ths 
matter ;  and  it  was  the  knowledce  of  tkit 
continsency  that  had  diatiacted  Mr.  Pa^ 
inson  trom  the  moment  that  he  reeeived  kit 
last  ineffectual  sammoiia  to  the  bedside  d 
Lady  Stratton.  Yes,  Mr.  Titmouse  id 
now  become  entitled  to  all  the  goods,  cbat> 
tels,  credits,  and  eflects  which  were  of  ds 
late  Lady  Stratton ;  and  before  she  hd 
been  laid  in  Yatton  churchyard,  not  ftr 
from  her  beloved  friend,  who  had  pveeeM 
her  by  a  few  months  only — Mrs.  Aabiey- 
Mr.  Parkinson  received  a  letter  km 
Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  ss  tb 
solicitors  of  Mr.  Titmouse,  giving  ba 
formal  notice  of  the  title  of  their  cUeBt,aod 
requesting  Mr.  Parkmson  to  lose  no  time  ii 
making  an  inventory  of  the  effeets  of  hv 
ladyship,  to  whom  Mr.  Titmouse  inteaW 
to  administer  immediately.  Mr.  GanuMi 
himself  went  down,  ana  aiiived  tbe^ 
after  the  funeral.  Guess  his  excitement « 
discovering  the  windfall  which  canie  toks 
client,  Mr.  Titmouse,  in  the  policj  fa 
JS15,000,  the  existence  of  which  they  Id, 
of  course,  never  dreamed  of  !n 

But  there  was  another  discovery,  wUdi 
occasioned  him  not  a  little  excitencnt,  s 
his  flushed  cheek  and  suspended  brask 
testified — alas  !  poor  Aubrey's  bokp  k 
£2000,  wilh  iniertst  ui  Jive  per  C£nl./-fi 
instrument  which  poor  Lady  Stratton,  bi^ 
ing  always  intended  to  destroy,  Itite^ 
imagined  that  she  had  actually  done  soi  s 
had,  however,  got  accidentally  miitW 
with  other  papers,  which  had  found  ww 
way,  in  the  ordinary  course,  to  Mr.  Pi4- 
inson,  and  who  was  himself  ignorant  of  is 
existence,  since  it  lay  folded  m  a  letter  i^ 
dressed  to  Lady  Stratton,  till  it  turee^  if 
while  he  was  sorting  the  papers,  in  oke 
dience  to  the  instructions  of  Messrs.  Quit 
Gammon,  and  Snap.  He  turned  fade  asi 
red  by  turns— did  Mr.  Parkinson— «•  kf 
held  die  accursed  document  in  his  iaip»» 
and — but  his  sense  of  duty  prevailed.  Of 
course  the  obligee  of  the  ^nd,  and,  si 
such,  entitled  to  the  principal  moo^  ••* 
cured  by  it,  together  with  all  arrean  d 
interest  which  might  be  due  upon  it,  wm 
Mr.  Tittlebat  Titmousx. 

Surely  it  is  hard  to  imagine  a  mocedisBil  / 
and  wanton  freak  of  fortune  than  thin   y 
far,  at  least,  as  conoemed  poor  Kate  AvKre^' 
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CHAPTER  XXnL 


«FLT!F1j!-^€rGod*s  take  fly!  Lo«e 
aot  one  moment  of  the  precious  respite 
which,  by  incredible  efforts,  I  hare  con- 
trived to  seeare  you-'-a  respite  of  but  a  few 
hours— and  wiang  from  heartlessness  and 
lapacity.  In  Jusuoe,  much  injored  man! 
to  yourself— to  all  you  hold  dear  upon  earth 
— <o  the  precioas- interests  intrusted  to 
yow  keeping,  and  inTolved  in  your  destiny 
— affain  I  say,  Fiy  !  Quit  the  eountr?,  if  it 
be  but  for  never  so  short  a  time,  till  you 
or  your  friends  shall  have  succeeded  in 
airanffing  your  disordered  afiairs.  Regard 
this  nasty  and  perhaps  incoherent  note,  in 
what  light  you  please — bat  I  tell  yon  it 
comes,  in  aaered  e^nJUeneej  from  a  firm  and 
inalienable  fiiend,  whose  present  desperate 
exertiofis  in  your  behalf  you  will  one  day 
oerhaps  be  able  to  appreciate.  Once  more, 
1  conjure  you  to  fiv !— /«ee  the  Toekprepar* 
ingfor  ^tfu/^^WiU  you  stay  to  be  tortured? 
— «nd,  m  the  presence  of  the  incomparable 
beings— my  feelings  overpower  me!  In- 
deed, Mr.  Aubrey,  if  you  disregard  this  note, 
through  weak  fears  as  to  its  writer's  since- 
rity, or  a  far  weaker  and  a  wild  notion  of 
Quixotic  honear  and -heroism— remember, 
in  the  moment  of  bein^  overwhelmed,  this 
fiofe— and  then  do  Justice  to  its  writer.— 
Your  faithful,  unhappy,  dittnuted  friend, 
O.  G. 

M  P.  8. — For  God's  sake,  bom  or  other- 
wise destroy  this  note,  as  soon  as  you 
shall  have  read  it." 

.  8ueh  was  the  letter  which  found  its  way 
into  Mr.  Aubrey's  hands,  just  as  the  time 
which  had  been  fixed  by  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap,  for  payment  of  their 
bill,  was  expiring,  and  which  occasioned 
him,  as  may  be  easily  imaigined,  dreadful 
disquietude.  It  had  found  him  in  a  state 
of  the  deepest  depression— but  yet  vigor- 
ously striving  to  preserve,  in  the  presence 
of  his  wife  and  sister,  a  semblance  of  com- 
posure and  cheerfulness.  More  to  pacify 
them  than  to  satisfy  himself,  he  had  walked 
about  town  duryig  the  two  preceding  days, 
till  ready  to  drop  with  exhaustion,  in  fruit^ 
leas  quest  of  those  who  misht  be  dis- 
peeed  to  advance  htm  a  thousana  pounds  on 
nis  own  personal  securi^,  and  on  terms  he 
•earce  cared  how  exorbitant,  to  free  him, 
at  all  events,  at  least  for  a  while,  from  his 
fntent  exigeoey.    All  had  been,  however^ 
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in  vain ;  indeed,  he  had  no  hopes  ixvm  the 
first  And  what  was  then  to  be  done  t  Hta 
sou!  seemed  dying  away  within  him.  At 
times  he  almost  lost  all  consciousness  of . 
his  situation,  and  of  what  was  passing 
around  him.  It  appeared  to  be  the  will  or 
Heaven  that  his  misfortunes  should  press 
him  down,  as  it  were,  by  inches  into  the 
dust,  and  crush  him.  Those  there  were,  he 
well  knew,  who  needed  bat  to  be  apprized 
of  his  circumstances,  to  step  forward  and 
generously  relieve  him  from  his  difficulties 
But  where  was  all  that  to  end  ?  What  feal 
good  could  it  serve  1  Awfully  involved  as 
ho  was  already— one,  alone,  of  his  friends 
being  at  that  moment  under  a  liability, 
which  must  be  discharged  within  three 
months,  of  nearly  eleeen  wnuand  fmftndt^ 
was  he  to  place  others  in  a  similar  situation  f 
What  earthly  prospect  had  he  of  ever  re- 
pairing them  1  Lamentable  as  was  his  poi;^ 
sition,  his  soul  recoiled  from  the  bars 
thought  But  then  came  before  hia  an* 
guished  eye,  his  wife— 4kis  sister-^hischild- 
ren ;  and  he  flung  himself,  in  an  ecstasy, 
on  his  knees,  remaining  long  pirostiato 
and,  for  a  while,  the  heaven  that  toot  over  hiw 
headieemed  to  he  Atom,  and  the  earth  that  wa$ 
under  Atm,  iron.  His  heart  might  be 
wrung,  however,  and  his  spirit  heavy  and 
darkened ;  but  no  extent  or  depth  of  misery 
could  cause  him  to  forget  these  principles 
of  honour  and  integrity  by  which  all  his 
life  had  been  regulated.  He  rMolved, 
tiierefore,  to  submit  to  the  impending  stroke 
with  calmness,  as  to  inevitable  ruin,  and 
would  not  hear  of  any  further  applications 
to  his  friends,  which,  indeed,  he  ielt*  would 
be  only  enconrag^teent  to  those  who  held 
him  in  thraldom  to  renew  their  exactions, 
when  they  found  each  succeeding  pressure 
successful.  Poor  Kate  had  toM  htm,  a« 
soon  as  her  letter  had  been  put  into  the 
post,  of  her  application  to  Lady  Stratton^ . 
and  told  him  with  trembling  apprehension 
as  to  the  consequences ;  but  did  tfhe  think 
her  fond,  brokenhearted  brother  could  chide 
her  1  He  looked  at  her  for  a  moment,  wltb 
quivering  lip,  and  eyes  blinded  with  teai* 
-—and  then  wrung  her  hands,  simply  ex- 
pressing a  hope,  tiiat,  since  the  step  hat 
been  taken^  h  might  WcU  m  vrba  -uMwaoa^ 
al\eaal,«uM«H^«  \  ' 
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intimated,  filled  Mr.  Aubrey  with  inexpiee- 
lible  alarm.  Apiin  and  a^fain  he  read  it 
OTOT  with  increasing  agitation,  and  at  the 
tame  time  uncertain  aa  to  its  true  character 
and  import— as  to  the  real  motive  and  ob- 
ject of  its  writer.  Was  he  guilty  of  the 
duplicity  which  Mrs.  Aubrey  aad  iCole  so 
Tehemently  imputed  to  him  f  Was  he  ac- 
tuated by  revenue  1  Or  was  he,  as  repre- 
sented l^y  Mr.  Quirks  fetter,  orerpowered 
bjr.  his  partners,  and  etill  sincere  in  his 
Irishes  to  shield  Mr.  Aubrey  firom  their 
rapacity  1  Or  was  Mr.  Gammon  suggesting 
fiighi  only  as  a  snare  1  Wi^  he  to  be  se- 
auced  into  an  act  warranting  them  in  pro- 
ceeding to  instant  extremities  against  him! 
What  could  be  the  other  matters  so  darkly 
alluded  to  in  the  lett^il  Were  they  the 
two  promissory  notes  of  five  thousand 
Doands  aach,  which  he  had  deposited  with 
Mr.  Gammon,  who  at  length  was  peremp- 
torily re^niied  by  Mi.  Titmouse  to  surren- 
der them  up,  aad  permit  them  to  be  put  in 
Sttitt  They  were  payable  «n  demand — he 
shuddered!  Might  it  be,  that  Titmouse 
was  desperately  in  want  of  money,  and 
had  therefore  oY^powered  the  scruples  of 
Gapnmon,  and  disregarded  the  sacred  pledge 
with  wiiich  he  assured  Titmouse  tlie  notes 
had  been  given!  Mr.  Aubrey  rejoiced 
llaat  Mr.  Gammon's  letter  had  been  placed 
in  his  bands  by  the  servant  #hen  alone  in  his 
study,  whither  he  had  gone  to  write  a  note 
to  Mr.  Runnington ;  and  resolved  not  to  apo 
priae  Mrs,  Aubrey  and  Kale  of  its  arrival. 
The  fourth  day  aAer  the  receipt  of  Mesers. 
Quill  and  Snap's  letter  had  now  elapsed. 
Mr.  Aubrey  did  not  venture  to  quit  the 
house,  all  of  them  being,  as  may  be  well 
imagined,  in  a  state  of  pitiable  distress,  and 
agitation,  and  suspense.  Thus  also  passed 
^%  fifth  day— still  the  blow  descended  not ; 
was  the  arm  extended  to  inflict  it  held  back 
still  by  Mr.  Gammon  continuing  fhus  the 
**inermble  ^orki**  spoken  of  in  his  note? 
The  Mixth  mofninff  dawneA  on  the  wretched 
ftoaily.  They  lul  rose  al  a  somewhat 
sailier  hour  than  usual.  They  eoulu  scarce 
touch  the  spaie  and  simple  breakfast  spread 
before  them»  nor  enjoy— aay,  they  could 
hardly  bear— the  prattle  and  gambols  of 
the  lively  little  ones,  Charies  aad  Agnes, 
whom  at  length  they  despatehed  oack 
ayaia  to  the  nursery :  for  they  were,  in  the 
highest  possible  state  of  excitement  and 
•azieqr*  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  post- 
man; this  being  the  first  monung  on  which 
they  cosJd,  in  ttie  ordiaaty  course,  leceive 
a  letter  Orom  Lady  Stratton  in  answer  to 


expected  rcf-fol  of  tfie  poatmaa  a  ftv  dsM 
down  the  street,  Mrs.  Anbiey  aad  Kali 
started  to  the  window.  Their  hearts  bert 
violently  when  their  eye  caught  sight  d 
him,  with  his  arm  full  of  letters,  knockni| 
at  the  door  oppoeite.  How  long  Uiey  wen 
in  answering  his  summons,  and  in  payisf 
the  postage!  Then  he  stood  for  nenlyi 
minute  laughing  with  a  aerrant  ia  the  a^ 
joining  area :— 4aiolerahla  v^aa  all  ifaistethi 
a^tated  beings  who  were  thus  paaoagfa 
his  arrival :— then  he  glaaoed  at W  Ismbh, 
and  crossed  the  street,  making  for  ihar 
door. 

•'Heavea!  He kas  a  letter  !**  cried  Mis 
Aubrey,  gleefully— ^  I  aka^aH  wait  fa 
Fanny!"  and,  flying  to  tha  fiont 
plucked  it  open  the  inatant  after  the  . 
nad  knocked.  He  touched  his  hat  oa 
iog  the  beautifol  but  agitated  lady,  who 
stretched  forth  her  hand,  exclaimia|, 
'*  Fanny  will  pay  you"— but  ia  aa  insias^ 
her  cheek  was  blaaehed,  and  alie  neariy  M 
to  the  floor,  at  sight  of  the  black  border  asi 
the  black  seal,  and  the  strange  bandwritiBf. 
For  a  moment  or  two  ahe  aeeoied  to  htsm 
lost  the  power  of  speech  or  notioa ;  bat 
presently  bent  her  trembling  steps  ialo  th 
pariour.  ^  O I  Charies— Agnes  I M  ai 
if  I  were  going  todie-^ook'^— she  ialloH 
sinking  into  ttke  neaieat  chair,  while  Mr. 
Aubrey,  with  mash  agitatioB,  took  ikB 
ominous-lookingleller  which  she  exteaiti 
towards  him.  ^Twasfirana  Mr.  ParidaMa; 
and  told  the  news  of  Lady  Strattoa's  death, 
and  the  lamentable  ciroumstaness  stieadisf 
it ;  that  she  hsd  died  intestate ;  sad  thrt 
Mr.  Titmouse  had,  as  aext  of  kia^  beeaaa 
entitled  to  all  she  had  kit  behiad  her.  Afl 
this  disastrous  intelligence  was  coavevei 
in  a  very  few  hurried  tinea.  **  Mj  God ! 
exelaimed  Mr.  Aubrey,  on  hsviag  glaasii 
over  them.  His  colour  fled,  and  Re  premei 
his  hand  against  his  forehead.  ^She  ii 
dead !"  said  he,  in  a  low  tone,  at  the  sasM 
time  giving  Kate  the  letter,  and  baattaed  is 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  who  seemed  neariy  friacnif. 
Each  had  uttered  a  faint  scream  on  hearisf 
his  words.  Mrs.  Aubrey  had  swooned  ia 
his  anna;  and  Kate  sat  like  a  statse,  with- 
out even  glancing  at  the  &tal  letter  whidi 
she  held  in  her  Imnd,  but  gaaing  ia  a  sort 
of  stupor  at  her  brother.  She  was  oaaUe 
to  rise  to  Mrs.  Aubrey's  sssistsaee— of 
whose  stste,  indeed,  she  appeared,  fremktf 
vacant  eye,  to  be  hardly  aware.  At  iMfih 
a  slight  sigh  simonneed  the  retaraiag  e»> 
sdousaess  of  Mrs.  Aabrey;  aad  at  the 
same  time  Miss  Aubrey,  with  a 


AatofKate.    Twaa  now  aUittlai^  tea.  r  desperate  eflfort,  regained  tier 

71m  hioakfitft  things  bad  bean  leowve^A vdA  ^^^  ^Sbdaak  whits  aa  the  Isiaar  ihi 

lod  oo  iiaaiiiig  tha  agitaidi^  iiMfa^\aa«\^«^VMi^aB%^wa^\\w«ia. 


Tfi^ir  T»OIJVAll9  A^  TE^Aft. 


10  forsaking  us !"  at  length  she  moroiiifed) 
fMiag  Wofiilly  M  her  brother  tod  eist^r. 

**  Say  not  eo— bnt  nthet  Qod*8  wiH  be 
done,**  faltered  Mr.  Aubrey,  his  TOtee  and 
hie  eo^menanee  evincing  the  depth  of  hie 
afliictton.  *•  God  help  us  1"  he  added,  in  % 
tone  which,  at  length,  thrilling  through  the 
ofTtrehartfed  heart  of  his  sister,  caused  her 
to  weep  Ditterly ;  and  if  ever  there  waa  a 
Bioanuul  scene,  it  was  that  which  ensued, 
eie  this  doomed  family,  slowly  recoTerii^ 
from  the  first  atnmiing  eflfocts  of  the  shook 
which  they  had  just  received,  had  become 
aware  of  the  full  extent  of  their  misery. 
Tliey  had  ever  felt  towards  Ladv  Stratum — 
who,  as  has  been  already  ssid,  had  been 
poor  Kate's  godmother— as  towards  a 
parent ;  and  their  affection  had  been  doubled 
after  the  death  of  Mn.  Aubrey.  Now  she 
was  gone  i  she  who  would  hare  stdod  for 
at  leasl  a  little  while  between  them  and 
rain,  was  gone  t  And  by  an  inserutable  sad 
awful-  PioTidettce,  that  which  she  had 
secretly  destined  to  them  •«- and  which 
would  hwre  eiactually  shidded  them  from 
the  cruelty  and  rapaci^  of  their  enemies- 
had  been  diverted  from  them,  into  the 
eefoa  of  llie  most  selfi^  and  worthless  of 
naakind,  who  seemed,  indeed,  as  if  he  had 
been  called  into  existence  only  to  effect 
Ikeir  fain;  even,  aa  it  were,  <Ae  mettenger 
if  Saimn  to  h^et  tkem  !  At  length,  howcTer, 
the  first  natural  transports  of  their  grief 
havine  subsided,  their  stricken  hearts  re- 
tomed  to  their  allegiance  towards  HeaTca; 
and  Mr.  Aubrey,  whose  noble  constancy  at 
once  stremrthened  and  encoanged  his  partp 
nere  in  afifiction,  with  many  just  and  piona 
ndeetione,  reminded  them  that  their  were 
in  the  hands  of  God,  who  intended  all 
earthly  suffering-— howerer  harsh  and  ap* 
parently  uadeeenred  its  inflietionp— to  con- 
tahute  jnfallihly  to  the  ultimate  benefit  of 
^la  children.  And  he  reminded  th«n,  on' 
that  melancholy  occasion,  of  the  exam|4e 
aflTMded  by  one  whose  sufferinffs  had  tran- 
auended  their»"-the  patriarch  J<m ;  on  whom 
were  suddenly— and  to  him  apparently 
without  any  reason  or  motiTe,  excent  the 
infiictton  of^suffering— accumulated  almost 
enry  species  of  evil  that  can  befall  hu- 
manity. Hie  sudden  and  total  loss  of  his 
•nhslanoe,  and  of  all  his  servants,  he 
appean  to  have  borne  with  fortitade.  At 
Mftfa^  however,  was  announced  to  him 
^  leaa  of  all  his  sons  and  danghtere : 

Then  M  arom,  and  rent  hie  matUU^  and 
dhnerf  kU  Aead^  and  fell  down  iifon  iko 
ffvmnd  and  worikifptJf 

Jaifwirf,  Nakedcamo  loui  ofm^  moHkerU 
andnakod  tkaUInktmikiik&tt  l&e 


XenI  goK^  ani'iho  fmt  XiH  ioAm'  amy  r 
bknodbetkenameof  iktLord^ 

InatttkiiM  mnmdmi^mr  charged  €hd 
fooUMy. 

Out  of  reepeet  to  the  memoiy  of  their  dear, 
venerable,  departed  friend,  they  drew  down 
all  the  hlinds  of  theb  litde  house,  thereby 
8preadin|[  areund  them  a  gloom  simiiar  to 
that  witmn.  A  sad,  a  mounfiil  little  srovp 
ther  looked!  This  last  sorrow  seemea  for  a 
while  to  divert  their  thoag^ls  from  tfaepeiil 
which  momentarily  menaced  them,  xhey 
talked  with  freouent  emciion,  and  with 
menr  tears,  of  their  lato  viend ;  lecdling 
fondly  inaumerahle  little  tmits  of  her  gentle 
andbemgaaatdiaiaeter.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  day,  their  souls -Were  subdoed  intovs- 
siffnation  to  the  will  of  tiie  alkwise  IMspoesr 
of  events:  tlMy  had^  in  some  measure, 
realised  the  consoktloiia  of  an  eidightened 
and  scriptural  piety. 

They  met  thie  nextmoniaf  ,  athreakfiist, 
with  a  melaneholy  composure*  The  Uinda 
being  .drawn  down,  prevcDted  the  bright . 
sumnine  oat  of  deon  frem  entering  into 
the  little  room  whan  their  firujral  brrakfast 
was  spread,  and  whsie  pvsvaued  a  fl[)oem 
more  m  mnson  with  thelrssddened  feminga. 
To  all  who  ast  ronod  the  table,  eieenf 
little  Ghariea,  the  repast  was  slight  indeed :  ^ 
he  had  shortly  before  begun  to  breafctet 
down  atatrs,  instead  of  hi  tae  nursery ;  and, 
merry  little  being  !-^l  aneonscious  of  the 
desttthtion  to  wnieh,  in  all  human  pr6b»* 
bilij^,  he  i^aa.  desfined,  and  of  the  miserf 
whicli  oppressed  and  was  crushing  h» 
parentB— -he  wav  nttling  away  cheiBnully, 
as  if  nothing  esold  disturb  or  mtormpt  the 
light  heartedness  of  childhood.  They  all 
started  en  heaiiag  the  itoespeeted  khoek  of 
the  general  postmsn.  He  had  hronglit  them 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Tathamr  who,  it  seemed, 
was  aware  of  the  letter  which  had  been  the 
day  before  desnatdied  to  them  by  Mr.  Park* 
inson.  The  little  doctor's  letter  Was  eoit- 
ceeding^y  totaehing  and  beautifhl;  and  it 
waii  a  good  while  before  they  could  com- 
plete its  perusal,  owing  to  ^e  emotion*' 
which  it  occasioned  tiiMi.  *Twas  indeed 
full  of  tender  sympathy«-of  inslractive  in* 
centives  to  vesignatioB  to  the  will  of  Ood. 

*•  Is  not  thai  indeed  the  hmguage  of  a 
devout  and  veaei^le  miwler  of  God  !'* 
said  Mr.  Aubrey-—**  vrfiose.  figure  is  dsyy 
bii^tsning  with  the  glory  vSleelsd  from 
the  heaven  which  he  is  se  rapidly  approaeh- 
ingt  In  the  order  of  natme,  n  few  short 
yeare  must  see  him,  alee,  removed  ffcom  na.** 

**Then  we  shall  indeed  be  desolatsf** 
said  Miss  Anbiey,  shedding  teait. 

**  Heaven  is  aneakuML^  ^an^tossa^wsA 
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silent  for  soms  ttoaente,  Mr.  AuWer  r^ 
perasUiff  the  Imtm  amd  doiibl«  viitten  fetter 
of  which  he  had  been  speaking.  Praaently 
he  heard  a  knoek  «t  the,  eiieet  doer— «n 
oidinary  tingle  knocks  epeh  a«  was  hj  bo 
means  nnnsi^  at  that  period  of  the  morning; 
yet—he  soaroe  knew  why— it  diseoooerted 
him.  He  kept,  however,  his  eye  upon  the 
letter,  while  he  heard  Fannj  opening  the 
doOT — thi:n  a  word  or  two  whispered— «fter 
which  the  parlour  door  was  hastilv  opened, 
and  Fanny  stood  there,  pale  as  death,  and  un- 
able, evidently  from  friglit,  to  speak :  a  heavy 
step  was  heard  in  the  passage,  and  then 
there  stood  behind  the  terroiHitricken  g[irl  a 
tall,  stout  man,  in  a  drab  gieafe-ooat,  with  a 
alouched  hat,  and  a  thbk-walking  attek  in 
his  hand,  looking  overher  shoulder  into  the 
parlour,  whoso  dismayed  ooonpants  soon 
shared  in  the  panic  of  poor  Fanny. 

^  Bef  yonr  pardon,  sur,''  said  he,  civilly, 
advancing  into  the  room,  and  removing  his 
ha^-^*  is  your  name  Charles  Aubrey  r* 

«*  It  is,  sir,"  said  Mr.  Aubray,  rising  from 
his  chair;  by  which  time  nseoona  man 
was  standing  at  the  door. 

**  You*re  my  prisoner,  sir,"  said  the  man, 
simping  close  up  to  the  wretched  Aubrey, 
and  touching  him  on  the  shoulder,  at  the 
same  time  holdittjjr  out  a  thin  slip  of  paper— 
the  wamnt  by  virtue  of  which  he  was  then 
aeting.  The  moment  that  he  advanced  tcy 
wards  Mr*  Aubrey,  a  dreadful  shriek  burst 
from  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Kate,  who  sprung 
Ibrward,  and  threw  their  arms  wUdly  round 
him.  He  implored  them  to  restrain  their 
feelings,  though  evidently  greatly  agitated 
himself. 

**  Will  yon  let  me  look  at  your  warrant  1" 
said  he,  mildly,  to  the  man  wh3  had  arrested 
him,  and. remained  standing  close  beside 
him.  Mr.  Aubrey,  glancing  over  the  war- 
rant, aaw  that  he  was  arrested  for  fourteen 
hundred  pounds  and  upwards,  at  the  suit 
of  Messra.  Quiik,  Gammon,  and  Snap. 

**  You  see,  sir,  it's  only  my  duty  to  do 
this  here,"  said  the  officer,  respectfully, 
evidently  touched  by  the  agony  of  the  two 
beaotifol  women,  who  stul  clung  wildly 
round  one  about  to  be  torn  ruthlessly  from 
tU^pir  arms;— »•  don't  take  on  so,  ladies— 
there's  no  great  harm  done  yet." 

^For  mercy's  sake,  Agnes!— Kate!  as 
yo«  love  me  ! — ^becalm !  You  afflict  me  b^ 
yood  measure,"  said  Mr.  Aubrey,  who, 
dwugh  he  had  grown  very  pale,  yet  pre- 
serv«l  under  the  circumstances  a  remarka- 
ble degree  of  self-possession.  Twas,  how- 
ever, a  scene  ^hioh  he  hajibenii«ndeia.voufw 
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nave  nierey  on  him  !■ 
Mn.  Aubrey  and  Kkta. 

^'O,  good  men!  Idnd  men!— hire 
mercy !"  cried  Kate,  despeFately— ^  What 
are  you  going  to  do  with  nim  1" 

**  No  harm,  miss,  yon  naay  depead  ouH; 
only  he  mwi  go  with  ns,  seeing  we*re  iU^ 
gttUd  to  take  him." 

**For  Heaven's  sake,  don't— dont,  ibr 
mennr's sake!" cried  Kate,  taming  hera^ 
riiaed  face  towards  the  man — her  hair  p«> 
tially  dishevelled,  and  her  arms  sdll  elaspisg 
her  brother  with  frantic  energy.  Mn.  Anbnv 
had  swooned,  and  lay  insensible  inherbos^ 
band's  arms,  supportad  by  his  knee ;  whils 
Fanny,  hereelf  half  distracted,  was  stiiviBf 
to  restore  her  by  rubbing  her  ccAd  haniii 

**  Lord,  ladies !  Don't— don't  take  on  tUi 
wav— you're  only  a-hurtinff  of  yoosdvat, 
■  and  you  don't  do  the  gentlemaa  any  ra4, 
you  laiow-«>'oause,  in  coarse,  he's  aU  ihi 
sorrier  for  going,"  said,  the  second  sna^ 
,who  had  by  this  time  entered  the  room,  mi 
stood  looking  on  concernedly.  But  Wm 
Aubrey  repeated  her  inauiiiee  with  wiki 
and  frantic  impetuosity,  tor  eome  lime  art 
aware  that  Mrs.  Aubrey  lay  insensible  b^  • 
side  her. 

**  Jemmy,  run  and  fetch  the  lady  a  glai 
of  water  from  the  kitchen;  she'a  rar 
clean  dead ;  run,  my  man !"  said  the  o&Mr 
to  his  follower,  who  immediately  obeyeJ 
him,  and  presently  returned  with  a  ghn  of 
water;  by  which  time,  both  Kate,  and  her 
brother,  and  Fanny  were  endeavosriag^ 
with  great  agitation,  to  restore  Mn.  Aq^bvej, 
whose  proloMed  swoon  alarmed  them,  om 
in  whose  suflSrings  tii$  sense  qf  thstf  ova 
seemed  for  a  while  absorbed.  TV  tm 
men  stood  by,  grasping  their  huge  walkii^ 
sticks,  and  their  hats,  in  suenee.  At 
length  Mrs.  Aubrey  showed  symptoom  of 
recovery— uttering  a  long,  deep  sigh. 

*'I  say,  master,"  at  length  whinew< 
the  follower,  **tliis  here  seems  a  bod  Vm* 
ness,  don't  it!" 

«* Jemmy,  Jemmy!  Yon  a'n't  got  bail 
the  pluck  of  a  bum  /—There's  nothiag  ia 
all,  this,  when  one's  used  to  it,  as  I  am^ 

**  P'r'aps  the  gemman  don't  ligfatiy  owe 
the  money,  after  all  f " 

«'  Don't  he  ?  eh  f  And  iAey*ve  swore  hi 
doe$.  —  No  chaffing.  The  sooner  (Vm 
thinking)  we  have  htm  off  from  all  this  Kit 
blubbering,  the  better." 

^^Bless'd  if  ever  I  see'd  two  such  bms- 
tifiil  women  afore.  I  don't  half  like  h;  I 
wish  we'd  nabbed  him  in  the  street  ssd" 
—he  lowered  his  whisper  —  •'if  tbsiv^ 
much  o'  this  here  sort  o^  work  to  be  desl^ 


iag  to  realise  to  IdmaeU,  and  i^t«paxa  totXY^^  >n^  «itfsa^V  <&€  being  a  bam  titmif* 

d«y,  if  not  hourly,  fat  the  \»t  wwk.        WAV  w^  \Mi^>L\Axn.^\ir-'- '-  •^^— 

**  O,  meroy  I  meicy  *.— te  Ond?a  wainA'\^*>»^^ 
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««M7  good  men  !^  said  Rate,  approwh- 
ing  them,  and  speaking  with  foroea  calm* 
neaa*  pushing  aside  her  disordered  hair 
from  her  pale  oheeks,  **  Can't  joa  leave 
him  here— ^nly  a  day  longer  V^ 

^  Can't,  miss ;  it's  quite  wnpossible ;  it's 
not  to  be  done  for  no  money  short  of  debt 
and  costs,"  said  the  officer,  respectfully,  but 
lather  doggedly,  as  if  he  were  getting 
tired  of  the  scene ;  **  one  would  thmk  we 
were  a-goin'  to  murder  the  gemman! 
Once  for  all,  if  so  be  as  he  will  only  go  as 
a  gemman  should,  to  my  little  place  in 
Chancery  Lane — ^my  name's  Grab,  misa, 
at  your  serrice,  ana  there  a'n't  a  better  con- 
ducted lock-up  nor  mine  in  London,  1  as- 
sure you,  nor  where  debtors  is  more  com- 
fortably looked  arter) — he's  no  need  to  he 
there  aboye  a  day  or  two— it  may  be  less; 
and  of  coarse  his  friends  will  come  and 
bail  him  out,  so  donU  be  a-going  on  so 
when  it's  no  manner  o'  use !" 

** Charles!  My  love!"  murmured  Mrs. 

Aubrey,  faintly — '*  they  surely  will  not  se- 

^  parate  us !  O !  let  us  go  together ;  I  don't 

care  where  we  go  to,  so  long  as  I  am  with 


yo-i." 

^  Do  not  ask  it,  my  darling !  my  heart's 
loye !"  replied  Mr,  Aubrey,  tenderly,  as  he 
supported  hfr  in  his  arm,  and  against  his 
knee— and  a  tear  fell  from  his  eye  upon  her 
cheek ;  V I  shall  be  exposed  to  but  little  in- 
eonyenienoe,  I  am  certain ;  there  can  be  no 
Tiolenoe  or  insult  offered  me^so  long  as  I 
am  submissivB ;  and  I  shall  soon,  ploase 
God,  be  back !" 

**  Q,  Charles !  I  shall  die— I  shall  neyer 
aunriye  seeing  you  carried  away !"  she  was 
becoming  increasingly  vehement 

**  Agnes,  Affnes !"  said  her  husband,  re- 
provingly, **  toe  mother  must  not  desert  her 
children;  my  heart  will  ache  every  mo* 
ment  that  1  am  absent,  if  I  think  that  my 
dear  little  ones  have  not  a  mother's  protec- 
tion,'' 

**  Kate  will  take  care  of  them,  love !" 
■aid  Mrs.  Aubrey,  faintly ;  and  her  husband 
tenderly  kissed  her  forehead.  While  this 
hurried  colloquy  between  the  wretched 
couple  was  proceedingr,  Kate  was  talking 
in  low  but  impassioned  tones  to  the  two  o& 
licers,  who  listened  to  her  respectfully,  but 
shook  their  heads. 

**'No,  miss — it  can'/ be;  it  can't,  indeed." 

**But  you  shall  have  every  ^ng^— -i 
have  still  a  good  many  handsome  dresses ; 
Jewels,  all — all;  surely  they  will  fetch 
9omellUngi  and  then  there's  plate,  and 
books,  and  furniture — ^you  can't  think  Mr. 
Aobrey  is  going  basely  to  run  away." 

«*  if  as  how,  miss,  (you  see,)  it  was 
snly  omaelyes  that  yoa  bad  to  do  with*— 
Qtatf  Lotd  lore  yoa,  miss  I  we're  only  o€*) 
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ieen,  sod  has  cnr  ds^to  do,  ^ai  rnxM  do 
it  \) — ^why,  we'd  go  a  little  outof  our  way  for 
to  obliges  Isdyi  bsl  to.  people  yod  nausi 
go  to  is  thegemmen  whose  names  is  hersi" 
pointing  to  the  wafrant;  ^^they'is  Ihs 
people  as  the  money's  owing  to— Qsiik,— 
Gamm"— 

**  Don't  name  them ! .  They  are  fiends ! 
They  are  villains!  They  are  robbing, 
then  ruining,  my  wretched  brother !"  ex- 
claimsd  Miss  Aubrsy,  with  dreadful  yshs- 
menoe. 

•'  Kate,  Kate !"  cried  Mr.  AubR^,  kindly 
but  peremptorily— **  in  mercy  to  me,  be 
silent !  Restrain  your  feelings,  or  reaUy  I 
must  hasten  my  depaitsre." 

«'  O,  Charles  1"  faltered  Miss  Anbicy* 
sinking  down  on  a  ohair  exhausted,  ami 
burying  her  face  in  her  handkerchief. 

**•  Now,  sir^f  you  please,"  commenced 
Grab,  turning  to  Mr..  Aubrey,  **  we  most  be 
thinking  of  going,  seeing  I  expect  I've 
another  job  on  hand  to-oisy;  would  you 
prefer  coaching  or  walking  itt  Excoas 
me  sir— I've  seen  many  such  things  as  this ; 
and  I  know  it's  only  a  ha^grawatiag  of 
your  feelings  to  be  stopping  here— the 
longer  the  worse.'  What  must  be,  had 
better  be  done  at  once,  and  got  over  with* 
I've  been  a-telling  this  here  young  lady  a 
manjf  times,  that  it*s  no  use  fretting;  and 
that  in  course  you'll  be  soon  baek  again, 
when  you've  done  what's  needful ;  so  hadn% 
my  man  here  better  go  and  set  a  coach  t'* 

**  It  IS  so,  indeed !"  exclaimed  Mr.  Att» 
brey,  with  a  profound  sigh;  and  endei^ 
voured,  for  some  time,  by  all  the  means  in 
his  power,  to  sooths  and  pacify  his  wictehsd 
companions. 

*'  Can  I  speak  s  woid  with  you  alone 
before  I  go  1"  he  presently  inquired  of  ths 
officer. 

.  *Mo  course,  sir,"  replied  Grab;  and, 
promising  to  return  within  a  minute  ctf 
two's  time,  Mr.  Aubrey  euitted  the  room^ 
with  Grab  close  at  his  hfels ;  and  presently 
they  were  both  standing  in  his  litue  atody. 

**  Betwixt  ourselves,  sir,"  quoth  Grsb* 
in  a  confidential  tone,  **  you've  rtUktr  kmm 
hands  to  deal  with;"  here  he  laid  hia  fingct 
alonff  his  nose,  and  winked  his  eye— *^  snd 
you'll  lose  no  time  in  turning  yourself 
about.    You  underetand,  sir  1" 

'*  Perfectly,"  replied  Mr.  Aubrey,  with  s 
sigh.  **  Who  gaye  yon  your  instructions  m 
this  matter  t" 

**Mr.  Snap,  the  junior  partner;  it  was 
him  that^  brought  this   hem   warrant  t» 


me 


**  Are  yoa  sure  1    Was  it  not  Mr.  Gaa . 
mont" 

Il09sl%^hsf.    \fcx.Q«mss«w«[fi^»A.^^ieit^ 
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^  I  thoopfat  «o,'**latBrnipled  Mr.  Anbrsyi 
qniekly,  his  face  flashing,  and  feeling  le- 
uered  horn  a  Tast  pressure. 

**  Ay,"  eontinaed  Grab,  phlegmatieallT, 
^i&eV/  see  yoa  donH  come  to  much  hann  in 
this  matter" 

*«  What  do  yoa  mean  f "  inqaired  Mr.  Au- 
brey, surprisedly. 

**Lord!  I  ooold  tell  by  his  way.  He 
called  to  say  .that,  since  they  had  resoWed 
to  go  again  you,  be  hoped  weM  show  you 
erery  attention,  and  deal  easy  by  you."— 

«' Indeed!" 

'*  At — indeed  \  And  I  thhsk  be  said  it  was 
ft  erael  business— 4»y,  Pm  $wrt  he  did ;  and 
tint,  as  for  him,  he  washed  his  hands  on't !" 
Mr.  Attbiey  seconed  confounded. 

**I  don*t  somehow  think  him  and  his 
partners  are  on  the  best  of  terms  together — 
but  that's  no  business  of  mine,  you  know, 
sir!  And  now,  sir,  excuse  me,  but  we 
most  be  jogging." 

**  But,  my  friend,  is  there  really  no  way," 
iftquired  Mr.  Aubrey,  with  manifest  per- 
torbation,  **  by  which  I  can  delay  accom- 
panying yon  for  a  few  hours" 

«*0!  can't,  sir;  impossible!" 

^  You  can  remain  in  possession  here — ^I 
will  be  in  your  custody — I  have  a  little 
plate,  books,  and  fumiture,  which  would 
•arely  stand  sufficient  security"-— 

*^  It's  no  use,  sir;  go  ^ou  must — and  that 
without  much  longer  shilly-shallying.  It's 
mouse!" 

Aubrey  seemed  for  a  moment  oyer- 
poweied  by  his  emotioas. 

**  I  fear,  myself,  that  there  is  no  alterna- 
tire,"  said  he;  **bnt  it  will  almost  break 
the  hearts  of  those  ladies— one  of  whom  is 
my  wife" — His  yoice  faltered. 

**  You  take  my  advice,  sir !  Let  my  man 
slait  off  for  a  coach;  you  have  a  shirt  or 
two  put  up,  and  an  amusing  book — or  a  bit 
oi  a  cribbage-board,  or  a  pack  of  cards,  if 
they're  at  hand— «nd  giye  'em  the  slip;  I 
assure  you  it's  much  the  best  way;  and 
when  you're  once  out  o'  the  house,  thej'U 
some  to,  and  make  up  their  minds  to  it— 
aeyer  fear  'em." 

^8end,  then,  for  a  coach;  delay,  I  see, 
is  worse  than  useless,"  said  he,  hastily, 
hearing  steps  approaching  the  study  door, 
whieh  was  thn»t  open,  and  Mrs.  Aubrey 
and  Miss  Aubrey  entered,  unable  an^ 
Wnger  to  endure  his  absence— and  as  if 

fcanul  lest,  in  mercy  to  them,  he  should  Charles !  He  says  there  is  no  harm  in  the 
be  contriying  to  leave  them  secretly.  Grab,  world  in  going  with  you  in  the  coach— aa^ 
hmag  despatched  bit  foWowet  fot^^oi^Vv^  .indeed^  we  may  have  rooms  to  oorselresf^ 

t  Mr.  Aubrey's  eftmest  tequeal  \o  \j^  \«i^\    ^*''V^i  vwvftX  K»«»r . 

»Um»  for  a  few  mloatea^  w\\iidt«w  \  WxX    *^ W^— \  wU  ^ -«S!^  ^t»i^t?w««Ll 


window — ^tbe  chimney — nnd  tfien,  Isniii 
close(f  the  door,  stood  outside,  in  a  pcshioa 
which  commanded  both  door  zmiA  windov. 
**  Now,  my  own  Ag^es !  my  swert  Kate  f 
commenced  Aubrey,  in  a  low,  earnest  toss, 
haying  bolted  the  door  to  secnre  themselTn 
from  mterraption  daring  the  few  preeicoi 
moments  which  remained  to  them  beion 
the  arrival  of  the  ooach^-^  I  must,  withia 
a  very  few  minutes,  leare  jou !  Remember 
—remember,  loves !— I  am  unfortunate,  bst 
I  am  not  disgraced ! — ^1  look  on  this  as  i 
dispensation  of  Proyidencei— a  wise  aai 
good  Providence ; — ^let  us  all  learn  submt>> 
sion — ^resignation!  Whether  or  notwesis 
really  the  victims  of  treachery  and  hypo* 
crisy,  I  am  unable  at  present  to  tell ;  bst 
let  us  learn  to  bear  this  last  frowning  in* 
dignity  with  the  fortitude  of  Christians !« 
relying  on  it  that  God  will  overrule  tha 
most  trying  and  disastrous  events  for  oar 
good ! — Kneel  down.  Liet  us  bow  before  tbs 
tnrone  of  Heaven,  and  Rupplicate  its  ble» 
ing  and  support,  in  this  our  greatest  extr^ 
mity !"  He  said  this  calmly,  bat  his  to 
was  deadly  pale,  and  his  yoice  Altered; 
while  they  clung  round  him  and  hearei 
convulsive  sobs,  as  they  balf>unconsei<Nisly 
sunk  on  their  knees  with  him.  Then  thej 
rose ;  and  certainly  a  gracious  Provideoei 
had  not  listened  in  rain  to  the  earnest 
heartfelt  cries  that  were  uttered  by  tboss 
persecuted  and  heartbroken  beinss;  for 
they  felt  a  sense  of  composure  stealing  over 
their  troubled  bosoms,  as  if  they  had  smb 
for  a  moment  a  bright  light  glancing  throo^ 
the  gloom  of  their  sorrows.  Yet  poor  natuit 
was  wrung,  wrung  indeed !  Mr.  Aabrey 
proceeded  to  make  some  preparations  for 
his  departure,  putting  a  five  pound  note  into 
his  pocket,  and  leaving  but  little  more  be- 
hind him ;  and  the  servant  being  summoairf 
into  the  room,  was  despatched  to  put  ap  i 
change  of  linen  for  him.  He  then  implotel 
and  conjured  them,  as  they  loved  hiai,  t6 
straggle  agrainst  their  feelings ; — and  to  idj 
upon  nis  pledge  to  send  them,  within  taa 
hours  at  the  farthest,  intelligence  of  bis 
movements — assuring  them  of  his  cooi- 
dent  belief,  that  in  less  than  twenty-fboF 
hours  he  should  have  returned  to  thea. 
While  he  was  speaking  in  this  strain,  Hn» 
Aubrey  suddenly  quitted  Uie  room,  an! 
afler  a  moment's  absence  returned,  her 
pallid,  agitated  countenance  overspread  with 
a  wild  smile  of  delight,  as  she  exeUia* 
ed,  breathlessly — ** There,  love!  Deuest 
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jOQ  Hi  fte  ddor  of  thd  place  you  are  going 
to  !*'  ft  was  in  vain  for  Mr.  Aubrey  to  pro- 
test— as  he*  did,  both  earnestly  and  Vehe- 
mently;—  her  impassioned  importunities 
were  irresistible,  and  she  rushed  breath- 
lessly up  stairs  to  prepare  her  dress  to  ac- 
toompany  him  on  his  brief  but  melancholy 
Journey.  Within  a  rery  few  minutes  She 
returned,  just  as  tfie  sound  of  the  coach 
wheels  approachiner  the  door  was  heard. 
Mr.  Aubrey  and  Kate  perceived  the  dan- 

ferous  excitement  under  which  she  was  la- 
ourin?,  and  dreaded  its  effects ;  yet  what 
could  be  done!  He  could  not  prolong  his 
stay ;  and  it  would  be  infiniteljr  more  dan- 
gerous to  leave  her  behind,  now  thai  she 
Bad  set  her  heart  upon  accompanying  him, 
than  to  permit  her  to  go  with  them.  She 
carried  down  little  Agnes  in  her  arms,  and 
had  been  suffocating  her  and  little  Charles, 
who  walked  after  her,  with  kisses  and  con- 
Tulsire  embraces.  Both  the  children  were 
crying  bitterly ;  and  as  soon  as  Mrs.  Aubrey 
had  reached  the  parlour  door,  and  heard 
the  coach  steps  letting  down,  she  fell  into 
iriolent  hysterics. 

**  ril  tell  you  what,  sir,"  said  Grab,  as 
be  stood  close  beside  Mr.  Aubrey,  who  was 
supporting  Mrs.  Aubrey ;  **  it  wouldn't  be 
^mtss  if  1  was  to  say  you  should  come 
tilong  with  me  at  once,  while  this  poor 

lady^s  insensible — and  then*' 

««0!  for  .God's  sake— for  God's  sake! 
Remember  your  promise !"  cried  Aubrey, 
and  in  a  voice  which  nearly  reached  the  of- 
ficer's heart.  As  it  was,  he  simply  shrug- 
ged his  shoulders,  and  awaited  the  issue 
with  no  little  impatience,  but  in  silence. 
^Twas  in  the  miast  of  this  heart-rending 
teene,  which  ensued  during  the  next  half 
hour,  that  Kate  displayed  the  strength  of 
character  which  so  remarkably  distinguish- 
ed her ;  and  completely  mastering  her  own 
agitated  feelings,  she  essentiall^r  contributed 
towards  Mrs.  Aubrey's  restoration  to  a  state 
whisli  would  admit  of  her  at  length  setting 
ofL  Tlie  children  had  been  removed — Mr. 
Aubrey  havmg  bid  them  an  agonizing  adieu ; 
for  he  knew  not  what  accident  or  contri- 
vance might  occur  to  prevent  his  return  to 
them— and  after  embracing  his  weeping 
iister,  he  supported  Mrs.  Aubrey,  Grab 
dosely  following  them,  into  the  coach.  All 
three  having  got  in,  **  Jem,"  as  he  was 
called,  shut  up  the  door,  and  jumping  up 
on  the  coach-box,  they  drove  away.  Poor 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  on  taking  her  seat,  drew  from 
before  her  agitated  yet  beautiful  counte- 
amnce  Uie  long  dark  veil  which  she  had 
drawn  down  while  passing  from  the  house 
into  the  coach,  and  gazed  at  Mr.  Aubrey 
with  such  aa  expression  of  mingled  tender- 
mm  sod  agoaj,  aa  waa  almoit  snfficittit  to 


have  broken  even  the  stony  heart  of  Gra^ 
She  also  held  her  husband's  hand  convi4r 
iively  grasped  within  her  own— «s  thoush 
fearful  of  their  being  even  yet  violenuj 
Separated  from  each  other.  As  they  wMu 
alonji^i  in  answer  to  Aubrey's  anxious  in- 
quines  concerning  the  nature  of  the  scenes 
which  awaited  him,  Mr.  Grab  told  bun  that 
his — Grab's — lock-up  was  In  Chaooery 
Lane,  and  would  be  found  as  comfortable  ^ 
place  as  need  be.  He  informed  his  prisonei^ 
further,  that  he  might  have  his  choice— 
whether  to  occupy  a  private  room,  with  k 
bed-room  opening  into  it— or  go  into  the 

Sublic  room,  where  would  be  also  some 
ozen  other  debtors — and  in  which  case,  of 
course,  Mrs.  Aubrey  must  letiim  home 
alone.  Mr.  Aubrey  incjuired  what  would 
be  the  expense  of  the  private  room,  and  wae 
horrified  on  hearing — two  guineas  and  t 
half  a  dav,  paid  in  advance !— exclusive  of 
board  and  attendance,which  doubtless  would 
be  charged  for  on  a  commensurate  scale* 
The  prisoner  and  his  wife  gazed  at  each 
other  in  silence,  and  felt  sick  at  heart. 

**  The  smallest  room — at  the  very  to^  of 
the  house—would  suffice  for  both  a  sittmg- 
room  and  bed-room,"  said  Aubrey ;  **  and 
we  do  not  care  a  straw  for  furniture." 

^  The  room  I  told  you  of,  or  the  publio 
room,  is  all  Fveto  offer  you,"  replied  Grab» 
somewhat  doggedly ;  **  and  you  needn'l 
cry  out  before  you're  hurt;  for  it  may  be 
your  friends  will  bail  you  out  before  the 
night — ^before  much  harm's  done !"  Sick 
at  heart,  his  wretched  companions  continued 
silent  the  remainder  of  the  journey,  till  the 
coach  drew  up  opposite  the  door  of  the 
house  of  which  they  had  been  speaking.  It 
was  kbout  halfway  up  Chancery  Lane,  oa 
the  riffhtrhand  side  as  you  entered  from  the 
Strand.  Twas  a  small,  narrow,  dinar- 
looking  house,  at  the  corner  of  a  miserabJe 
court  The  solitary  window,  level  with  the 
door,  was  strongly  secured  within  by  thick 
perpendicular  iron  bars.  The  outer  door« 
at  tne  top  of  a  flight  of  about  a  dozen  well** 
worn  steps,  stood  open,  leaving  exposed  to 
view  an  inner  door,  at  about  a  couple  ot 
yards'  distance  from  the  outer  one ;  aind  on 
this  inner  door  was  a  brass  plate  beariqg 
the  terrifying  name— 

GRAB. 

The  upper  part  of  the  door  was  of  glafla« 
and  secured  from  within,  like  the  window,, 
by  stronjg:  iron  bars.— Aubrey's  soul  suiul 
witliin  him  as  his  eye  took  in  these  various 
points  of  the  dismal  building  he  was  thiie 
compelled  to  ^iv\fc\,  t^^  %S\«^«t^N53w^  ^^ 
diateVy  on  Wife  xowSr.  ^tvw\»s^  \i:^>  Y^^g^ 


\ 


<^ 


TVN  TpO^iSAND  A  YfAl|» 


boase,  knocked  at  the  uoner  door,  and  hnr- 

Sfing  back,  opened  the  coach  door  and  let 
own  the  steps. 

•*  Now,  Jarvcy,  whaOs  the  damage  t" 
inqaired  Grab,  before  any  of  them  got  oat 

••Six  shillings,  your  honour.*' 

••  You  must  tip,  sir,"  qnoth  Grab  to  Mr. 
Anbrey ;  who  thereupon  counted  out  all  the 
siWer  he  had,  except  one  solitary  sixpence, 
and  they  descended,  followed  up  the  steps 
of  the  house  closely  by  Grab.  Their  hearts 
felled  them  as  they  heard  the  sound  of  hea^y 
Jinfling  keys  from  within  opening  the  door; 
and  the  next  moment  they  stood  within  a 
short,  narrow,  and  dark  passage— the  sal- 
low, ill-looking  man  who  had  opened  the 
door,  instantly  closing,  barring,  and  locking 
it  upon  them. 

••This  here's  the  public  room,"  quoth 
Grab,  witii  the  confident  air  6f  a  man  who 
Ibels  in  his  own  house ;  and,  half  opening  a 
door  on  his  left,  they  caught  a  glimpse  of  a 
number  of  men,  some  smoking,  others  sit- 
ting with  their  feet  on  the  table,  reading  the 
newspapers ;  others  playinfr  at  cards ;  and 
almost  all  of  them  dnnkmg,  and^  either 
laughing,  talking,  or  singing. 

••Now,  sir,  does  this  nere  suit  your 
hncj !"  inquired  Grab  rather  sharply.  Mr. 
Aubrey  felt  his  wife  leaning  heavily  on 
his  arm.  ••Mercy!  I  shall  faint!  1  feel 
choked !"  she  whimpered. 

*•  Show  us  instantly  up  stairs  to  your  pri- 
vate room,  cost  what  it  may,"  said  Mr.  Au- 
brey, hastily. 

♦•  It's  only  fair  to  tell  you,  sir,  you  pay 
in  advance,  and  for  the  whole  day,  though 
rou  should  be  out  again  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's  time :  it's  the  rule  of  the  house." 

••  Show  us  up  stairs,  sir,  without  delay," 
•aid  Mr.  Aubrey,  peremptorily. 

••Jemmy,  show  'em  up!"  exclaimed 
Grab,  briskly :  on  which  Jem  went  forward, 
followed  by  Mr.  Aubrey,  almost  entirely 
supporting  Mrs.  Aubrey,  who  appeared  very 
faint,  up  the  narrow  and  angular  staircase. 
Hiis  led  them  into  a  tolerably  well-fur- 
nished room;  and  Mrs.  Aubrey,  on  enter- 
ing it,  sunk  exhausted  on  the  sofa. — Here, 
again,  the  two  windows  were  strongly  se- 
cured with  iron  bars,  which  gave  a  pecu- 
liarly miserable  appearance  to  the  room. 
The  unhappy  couple  gazed  around  them  for 
a  moment  in  silence. 

••  Beg  your  pardon,  sir,"  said  Grab,  en- 


^•The  lady  woald«  fMrbmps,.Iiksa^Mi 
of  n»zus  ?"  inquirad  Grab.' 

••  Certainly;  bring  up  innnediatelj  • 
glass  of  cold  sherry  and  water,"  replied  Ni 
AubrjBT. 

••That  will  be  \nsi  /iro,  >be,  s£x  to bxial 
back — shall  have  it  directly,  air,  change  sbi 
ail.  Here's  your  bed-roona,  air,"  he  added, 
opening  a  small  door  opposite  the  window, 
and  then  withdrew  by  that  through  whkl 
they  had  entered.  When  he  had  withdravi 
leaving  them  alone,  Aubrey  fended  bis  amu 
tenderly  around  his  wife,  and  kiased  ha 
cold  pale  cheek,  and  then  helped  her  to  le- 
move  her  bonnet,  which,  with  its  hesfj 
black  veil,  evidentljj^  oppressed  her.  Her 
rich,  dark  hair  fell  disordered  over  her  tip- 

f»et;  and,  with  her  flushed  cheek  andiRS^ 
ess  eye,  would  have  given  the  beholden 
*  vivid  picture  of  beauty  and  virtue  ia  Jit- 
Cress. 

••Do  nromise  nie,  Charles!"  said  she, 
looking  fondly  at  him,  ••  that  I  may  go  witk 
you,  wherever  they  will  allow  you  to  tab 
me." 
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1100,  twelve^  six;  always  pay  in  advance, aa 
1  told  you  a-coming."  • 

Anbrey,  involuntarily  shuddering,  took 
<Ait  his  pocket-book—Mrs.  Aubrey  burst- 
into  tears — and  handed  \o  Qi^  i^^ 


'  ••  I  trust,  Affnes,  that  I  ahall  be  at  hvfi 
again  before  Jong.  This  is  really  a  eo»> 
fortable  room,"  he  added,  evading  hm 
question. 

••  If  only  Kate  and  the  children  wot 
here,"  she  replied,  trenkuloiisly.  ••?<» 
things !  I  wonoer  what  Uiey  are  dofag  Jan 
now !  Kate  will  break  her  heart,  poorgiri, 
if  we  don't  return  soon !" 

••  Never  fear,  Agnes !  But  let  os  look 
what  kind  of  a  bed-room  they  have  givea 
us.  I  hope  we  shall  have  no  oocasioa. 
however,  to  occupy  it.    Come,  let  us  see!* 

Twas  very  small  and  close,  to  be  sore,  ud 
had  but  one  narrow  window,  secured,  Ukt 
all  the  others,  by  strong  iron  bars.  It  ove^ 
loeked  a  little  flagged  yard,  about  fourteoi 
feet  square,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  hifjt 
walls,  portions  of  adjoining  houses.  It  wis 
here  that  the  prisoners  ••  took  the  oiV,"  uA 
their  escape  was  effectually  prevented  by 
close  and  strong  bars  of  iron  passing  frott 
side  to  side,  at  about  ten  fe«t  aiatanop  frosi 
the  ground.  They  looked  down,  and  he- 
•held  two  or  three  men  setting  and  atandiag 
beneath,  who  looked  more  like  aniaials 
caged  in  a  menagerie  than  mere  human  be* 
ings.  'Twas  to  Aubrey  a  sickening  sight, 
and  he  turned  from  the  window,  and  they 
both  re-entered  the  front  room  as  Grab  re- 


Cering  the  room— ••  but  must  trouble  you  for  -turned  with  the  aherry  and  wajer,  and  the 


change,  which  he  told  down  on  the  table. 
He  then  asked  what  they  would  like  to  kava 
for  dinner— cutlets,  steaks,  or  chops— -as  be 
wished  to  know  before  Mra.  Grab  went  osl 
\OQ^\\VAhQu«e  dinner.**  They 


mi  J  money  he  had,  \^M  E^e  pg\aiAIlO\a,l^\Vt>^«^«^^a\^».^^^^\\^».^^a^i^^      a 
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taU*  host :  AuBny  ,canie«tl j  bagginff  him 
to  send  oiT  a  message  iostantlj,  vdm  hia 
caid,  to  Mr.  RuDoingtoii. 

**  A  couple  of  shilUngs  for  the  man,  air,** 
said  Grab;  and  having  receiTod  it,  "with- 
drew,  leaving  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  to 
themaelvea  for  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half; 
at  the  end  of  which  period,  their  hearts 
leaped  for  Joy  to  see  Mr.  Runninflrton  enter 
the  room,  with  a  conntenance  fiul  of  con- 
eem  and  sympathy. 

**  Well,  but  yott  shall  not  be  much  lonoer 
fai  ^ia  hateful  hole,  at  any  rate,'*  said  he, 
after  some  half  bourns  anxious  conveisation  | 
with  them ;  and,  ringing  the  bell,  tlirected  | 
the  man  to  send  Grab  up  staira,  and  to  fetch 

Sm,  ink,  and  paper.— tn  a  few  minutes 
rab  appeared.—*'  YouVe  no  objection,  I 
snppose,  Grab,  to  discharge  Mr.  Aubrey  on 
my  undertaking!*' 

**  In  course  not,  sir,**  replied  Grab,  rea- 
dily ;  but  he  was  a  good  deal  disappointed 
at  80  abrupt  a  close  to  hb  exactions.  Mr. 
Kunnington  sat  down  and  began  to  write. 
**  You  had  better  send  off  to  the  office,  and 
•ee  if  there's  any  thinff  else  Uiere,*'  he  add- 
«d,  (meaning  that  Grab  should  search,  as  he 
ifras  bound  to  do,  for  any  ofher  writs  against 
Mr«  Aubrey  which  misht  be  lodged  with 
the  sherifl;  before  discharging  hia  prisoner 
oot  of  custody.) 

^  You  don*t  apprehend  any  thing  ihertf 
do  you  !**  inquired  Mr.  Runmngton,  rather 
■eriously,  without  taking  his  eye  from  tlie 
paper  on  which  he  was  writing. 

**HeaTen  only  knows!  But  I  think 
not,**  replied  Aubrey. 

The  following  was  the  undertaking  giyen 
by  Mr.  Runniagton,  and  which  operated  as 
an  instant  release  of  his  oppressed  and  tnily 
peraeeuted  client:— 

**  Anbrey  aU,  Quirk  and  others. 
**  We  hereby  undertake  to  procure  the 
axeention  of  a  good  and  sufficient  bail-bond 
berein,  for  the  aboye-named  defendant,  in 
doe  time. 

**  RuiTNINOTON  &  Co. 

**  Defendant's  Attomeya. 
•«  To  Mr.  Grab, 

^  Officer  to  the  Sheriff  of  Middleaex.** 


With  this  document  lying  befoia  them, 
and  awaiting  the  messengers  return  from 
the  sheriff's  office,  Mr.  Runnington  and 
Mr.  Aubrey  conyersed  together  anxiously 
on  the  subject  of  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon, 
and  Snap  s  bill.  .Mr.  Aubrey  was  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  the  general  course 
of  practice  to  be  aware,  that  beyond  requiem 
ing  him  to  put  in  bail  to  the  action,  (sp^ 
dal  bail,  aa  it  is  called,)  no  effectiye  step 
tfraA/  be  taken  agaiaat  bim  for  aevaiai* 


monlhs  to  oome;  ••  e.  till  liGchaelmas  tens 
in  the  ensuing  Novemher^^  howef er  eager 
and  actiye  the  plaintiffs  might  be :  so  that 
he  had  an  interval  of  at  least  four  months 
in  which,  ifs  the  phrase  is,  ^*  to  turn  him* 
self  aboot,"  and  endeayour  to  discover  soma 
mode  of  Extricating  himself  from  his  pieseat 
serious  dilemma.«-After  reminding  Mr. 
Aubrey  that  neither  a  peer  of  the  realm, 
nor  a  member  of  pari  lament,  nor  an  attor- 
ney, could  become  bail  for  him,  Mr.  Rua- 
nington  reouested  the  names  of  two  or  three 
Confidential  friends  to  whom  he  might  ap- 
ply to  become  security  for  Mr.  Anbiey ;  and 
as  he  ahould  be  at  any  time  able  to  exone- 
rate them  from  liability,  by  surrendering  his 
person  to  their  creditors,  he  felt  no  hesita 
tion  in  appl]ring  to  them  to  perform  for  him 
this  act  or  kindness.  **  By  the  way,'^  said 
Mr.  Runnington,  in  the  oourae  of  their  conp 
yersation,  and  with  apparent  carelessness, 
«« could  I  say  a  word  or  two  to  you  on  a  lit- 
tle matter  of  busineas?  And  will  Mrs.  Au- 
brey excuse  ns  for  a  moment?"  turning  to- 
wards her.— She  bowed,  and  they  withdrew 
for  a  moment  into  the  adjoining  bed-room* 

*^  Put  this  into  year  pocket,"  said  Mr. 
Runnington,  taking  out  the  day's  newspa- 
per; "and  when  you  have  an  opportunity, 
read  tlie  account  of  what  took  place  yeater^ 
day  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench.  It 
startled  me  not  a  little,  I  can  tell  you ;  and' 
the  reason  of  my  not  having  been  at  the  of- 
fice when  your  messenger  arrived  was,  that 
I  had  not  returned  from  Vivian  Street, 
whither,  and  to  the  Temple,  1  had  gone  in 
aeaich  of  you.  For  heaven*s  sake,  don't 
alarm ^rs.  Aubrey,  or  Miss  Aubrey;  but, 
if  any  thing  occurs  to  you,  do  not  lose  one 
moment  in  putting  yourself  into  communi- 
cation with  us.  If  possible,  1  will  call  at 
Vivian  Stieet  thia  evening."  With  thia 
they  returned  to  the  aitting-room,  nothing  in 
their  appearance  calculated  to  alarm  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  or  even  attract  her  attention. 

Shortly  afterwards  Grab  entered  the  rCom. 
**A11  right,  air,"  said  he  to  Mr.  Running- 
ton;  and  added,  turning  to  Mr.  Aubrey, 
M  You're  no  longer  in  my  custody,  sir,  and 
I  hope  you'll  never  be  again." 

••  0,  Charlea !  thank  God !— Let  us  not 
stay  another  moment!"  exclaimed  Mrs. 
Aoorey,  joyously  starting  up,  and  puttinjp 
on  her  bonnet.  **  0,  let  us  get  once  more 
into  the  open  street!— 4he  sweet  fresh  air! 
Kate  will  ffo  wild  with  joy  to  see  us  again! 
O,  dear  Mr.  Runntnff ton !  how  can  we  su^ 
ficiently  thank  you  Y"  she  added,  turning  * 
towards  him  enthusiaatically.  Within  a 
few  minutes'  time  tiiey  had  quitted  that  di^ 

•  Tbt  anpT(vt«%«Wni\  t%%AM\*\^<<^xxR%^'CwxjB^ 
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Mai  Mene;  t!iey  were  agAin  sppar^ntly 
free.  On  first  stepping  into  the  bright, 
eheering  sijinUght,  and  bustling,  noisy  street, 
it  had  a  sort  of  freshnesa— of  novelty  to 
:liem.  Now  they  were  free  to  et>  whiUier- 
•oever  ^ey  chose ! — O,  blessed  Libbrtt  ! 
let  an  Engfishman  lose  thee  for  but  an  hour, 
to  beeome  aware  of  thy  value ! — ^It  seemed 
to  the  Aubreys,  as  if  ten  times  the  real  in- 
terval had  elapsed  between  their  entering 
and  quitting  the  soene  of  his  incarceration. 
With  what  exhilarated  spirits  they  hastened 
iMmeward !  as  if  a  millstone  were  no  longer 
suspended  from  their  necks.  But  Mr.  Au- 
brey suddenly  bethought  himself  of  the 
newspaper  ^ven  him  by  Mr.  Runnington ; 
and  it  cost  him,  indeed,  a  great  effort  to  as- 
sume a  cheerfulness  so  fbr^gn  to  his  feel- 

••^hile,  however.  ther«.tho,w.lki„, 
homeward,  intending,  in  the  event  of  Mrs. 
Aubrey  becoming  fatigued,  to  take  a  shil- 
ling drive  on  their  way,  let  me,  in  order  to 
sntmle  the  reader  to  appreciate  the  para- 
'graph  to  which  Mr.  Runnington  had  called 
Aubrey's  attention,  turn  for  a  while  from 
the  virtuous  and  afflicted  couple,  to  trace 
the  leading  movements  of  that  master  ^irit 
of  evil,  Mr.  Gammon;  for  which  purpose  it 
will  be  necessary  to  take  up  (he  history  from 
the  evening  of  the  day  in  which  Mr.  Aubrey 
had  called  at  Mr.  Gammon's  chambers,  to 
forbid  him  visiting  any  longer  at  Vivian 
Street.  By  that  time,  Mr.  Gammon  had 
thoroughly  thought  out  his  plan  of  opera- 
tions. What  had  passed  between  him  and 
Miss  Aubrey  and  her  brother,  had  satisfied 
him  that  the  time  for  calling  into  aetion  all 
iiis  forces  had  arrived ;  and  the  exact  end 
he  proposed  to  himself  was,  to  plunge  Mr. 
Auorey  at  onoe  into  apparently  inextricable 
and  hopeless  difficulty— into  total  ruin— so 
as  to  render  them  all  more  accessible  to  Mr. 
Gammon's  advances,  and  to  force  Miss  Au- 
brey into  entertaining  his  addresses,  as  the 
sole  means  of  effecting  her  brother's  libera- 
tion. For  this  purpose,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  make  him  debtor  to  so  large  an 
amount  as  would  preclude  the  interference 
of  even  the  mopi  liberally  disposed  of  his 
IHends.  They  might  very  probably  go  as 
Ht  as  fifteen  hundred  pounds  on  his  behalf, 
who  could  not  be  brought  to  think  of  nearly 
twelve  thousand  pounds — ^it  being  borne  in 
nuad,  that  one  ^alone  of  Mr.  Aubrey's 
friends.  Lord  de  Itt  Zouch,  was  already  lia- 
ble, \>tt  his  behalf,^to  some  eleven  thousand 
pounds,  which  Would  become  payable  on 
the  ensuing  24th  of  January.  But  the 
Mwk  was  not  yet  to  be  tVvTowiv  fM\  Gam- 


Terjr  proceedings  wlueh  be  was  til  tii 
while,  with  secret  skill  and  vigour,  wt^S^ 
on  agamst  him.  fle  determined,  theim[ 
to  recall  Titmouse's  attention  to  ttkfttn 
promissory  notes  for  5000/.  each ;  to  p^ 
tend  reluctance  to  allow  them  to  be  pvtfc 
suit,  and  yet  give  him  clearly  to  undenmi 
that  he  might  do  so  "witlioat  giving  moM 
offence  to  Gammon. 

At  the  moment  of  the  reader's  beisfl^ 
introduced. to  Mr.  Ganunon,  that  gentksi 
was  sitting^,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  e«» 
ing,  at  his  chambers,  beside  a  table,  • 
which  were  placed  a  lastroos  lamp,  aw 
ber  of  papers,  and  coffee.  In  one  htai  b 
held  the  rough  draft  of  his  rent-dnai 
which  had  that  day  been  sent  to  him  ■ 
Mr.  Frankpledge,  and  he  was  occasioidl| 
making  pencil  memoranda  on  the  maigiBS 
he  went  along.  He  would  sometimes  pas 
in  his  task,  as  if  his  thoughts  wandemfe 
other  subjects ;  his  countenance  looked  li» 
rassed,  his  ample  brow  seemed  Udeaiil 
anxiety.  Certainly,  great  as  was  his«| 
gy,  clear  as  was  his  head,  aqd  accustos^ 
as  he  was  to  the  despatch  of  basiMMl 
even  the  most  difficult  and  varied  dexi^ 
tion,  all  his  powers  were  at  that  maai$ 
taxed  to  their  very  uttermost  stretch,  al^ 
hasty  glance  round  the  room  will  nM 
the  reader.  On  the  sofa  lay  se?eral  pill 
of  loose  papers.  First,  there  were  the  dnit 
briefs— and  voluminous  they  were— «M 
he  was  now  preparing,  or  rather  settlut^l 
the  following  actions  for  bribery  peoahm 
coming  on  for  trial 'at  the  eosning  Ysl' 
shire  Assizes  :•— 


•*  WlOLlT   V.  GARTMOlf,  (51  /.)*• 

Same  v.  Mupflint,  (S.  /.)" 
Same  v.  Blooosuck,  (5L  J.y 
Same     v.  Woodix>usb,  (&  /.)' 


u 
u 

M 


All  these  serious  actions  were  beaf 
pushed  forward  with  great  vigour,  at  M 
instance  of  Lord  de  la  Zouch,  who  hii 
moreover,  directed  them  all  to  be  made  tf^ 
cial  jury  causes. 

Secondly,  a  monstrous  mass  of  pap^ 
also  lying  on  the  sofa,  conta'oed  the  UMfi 
ffeneons  elements,  out  of  which  it  reqoini* 
head  as  clear  as  Gammon's  todiavi^a 
brief  for  the  defence  in  a  very  complieilrf 
case  of  eompiracy — "  The  Kikg  v.  Mifr 
DLXTOir,  8nakx,  and  Othkrs,^— and  whMl 
coming  on  for  trial   at  the 


was 


King^s  Bench  sittings  for  London ;  ithaiiH 
been  removed,  on  account  of  its  greater 
culty  and  importance,  by  eertiotari  from  At 
Old  Bailey.    It  ought  to  havelieen  by  tk 


mon  resolved  to*  appear  tVve  fiim  ^^a^ioi^.  ot Vteft  ^^^^^^N  'H^^    Mr.  Garomoa  hk 
Mr.  Aubrey  to  the  \aal;  de^Teca>\iv«^^V^W^'K«i^  «H«^Vsi(^^'«\<^^^^y8ev^^bfl«^ 
ntly,  and  striving  to  «vart  ixom^tti^^v  ^^  wid:vx  ^l  ^^\i  t2RS»»  -wm^  ^^^sjatv^ 
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ftm  OMe  had  attneteo  a  large  aliaie  of  pub- 
1^  attention. 

Thirdly,  there  were  scattered  about  com- 
plete maases  of  papers  connected  with  the 
▼arious  joint-stock  companies  in  which  Mr. 
Gammon  was  concerned,  either  openly  or 
•ecretly— either   professionally,    or   aa   a 
ahareholder ;  the  management  of  many  of 
them  requiring  infinite  vigilance  and  tact 
These  matters,  however,  and  many  others 
which  had  accumulated  upon  him,  till  the 
bare  thoughts  of  them  oppressed  and  dis- 
tracted him,  he  had  altogether  neglected, 
Occupied  as  he  was  by  the  absorbing  pur- 
suit of  Miss  Aubrey,  and  the  consumma- 
tton  of  his  schemes  and  purposes  respecting 
Titmouse  and  the  Yatton  property.    As  if 
in  this  had  not  been  sufficient,  Uiere  was 
yet  another  of  a  totally  different  description. 
Gammon  was  writing  a  series  of  very  popu- 
lar and  powerful  attacks   in  the  ^Sunday 
i^ZojA,  upon  a  certain  Tory  ex-Minister — in 
pkct^  endeavours  to  write  him  down — aud 
this  with  the  privity,  and  even  occasional 
assistance,  of  one  whom  Gammon  intended. 
In  due  time,  to  make  great  use  of,  as  soon 
mm   his  lordship  should    have  sufficiently 
Qpmmitted  himself:  via.  my  Lord  Blossom 
said  Box.    Now,  Gammon  had,  for  three 
ireeks  ninning,  disappointed  the  numerous 
leaders  of  the  Sunday  Flashy  during  which 
period,  also,  he  had  been  almost  baited  to 
4eath  upon  the  subject  by  old  Quirk,  the 
ehief  proprietor  of  the  paper;  and  that  very 
ersning,  the  odioua  viper,  its  editor,  had 
fceon  there  badgering  him,  till  he  had  given 
a    positive    pledge    to  prepare  an  article 
sgainat  the  ensuing  Saturday.    All  these 
llui^  put  together,  were  enough  for  one 
strong-headed  man  to  bear  up  against,  and 
G^ammon  felt  very  nearly  overwhelmed ;  and 
fhs  reader  will  think  it  very  excusable  in 
Mr.  Gammon,  that  he  felt  such  difficulty  in 
commanding  his  thoughts  even  to  the  in- 
fsresting  task  of  settling  the  draft  of  his 

5rn  rent^har^  on  the  Yatton  property 
6  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  way  m 
which  Frankpledge  had  tinkered  up  the 
•^  eonndcraiion'*  shadowed  forth  in  Gam- 
mon*8  instructions,  and  was  just  sketching 
flff  one  compounded  of  a  ^^^^rtain  sum  of 
Ave  thousand  pounds  of  food  and  lawful 

Soney  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  aforesaid 
ily  Gammon,  at  or  before  the  execution 
of  these  presents,  paid  to  the  said  Tittlebat 
Titmoose,  and  the  receipt  whereof  the  said 
Titmouse  acknowledged,  and  from  the  aame 
isd  every  part  thereof,  releaaed  and  dis- 
charged the  said  Oily  Gammon,  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns**  (!!!) 


OB  behalf  of  fte  said  Tittlebat  Tltmoii8e»  is 
the  recovery  of  the  Yatton  property,**  &e. 

I  say  he  had  just  finished  off  this  little 
matter,  and  was  varying  one  or  two  of  the 
expressions,  when  a  sharp  knock  at  hie 
door  announced  the  anival  of  the  intelligesl 
grantor  of  the  aforesaid  annuity,  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse himself,  whose  stylish  cab  was  ai 
that  moment  standing  opposite  to  the  e»- 
trance  to  Thavies*  Inn,  in  Holbom,  having 
brought  him  direct  from  the  House  of  Cooh 
mons,  whither,  however,  he  was  to  return 
by  eleven  o*clock,  till  which  time  he  had 
paired  off,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  com^ 
and  consult  Mr.  Gammon  on  one  or  two  im- 
portant matters.     Poor  Titmouse  had  con- 
ceived, since  his  memorable  interview  with 
Gammon  formerly  related,  a  violent  hatred 
of  Mr.  Gammon;  but  which  was  almoel 
absorbed  in  his  dread  of  that  gentleman, 
who  had  such  unlimited  power  over  him. 
The  sudden  and  serious  diminution  of  his 
income  by  Gammon*8  rentrcharge,  almoel 
turned  his  head  upside-down,  and  occa- 
sioned a  pother  in  his  little  bosom,  which 
was  all  the  greater  for  his  being  unable  to 
admit  any  sympathiaing  friend  into  his  confi- 
dence. He  had  become  fidgetty  and  irritable 
to  a  degree;  bis  countenance  and  demeanor 
troubl^  and  depressed :  from  all  which,  the 
more  intimate  among  his  brother  senators 
naturally  inferred  that  he  had  lost  large  sums 
at  play,  or  was  harassed  by  bis  election  ex- 
penses; or  had  quarrelled  with  his  mie^ 
tress,  or  had  been  found  out  by  his  wife ;  or 
been  kicked,  and  dare  not  call  out  the  ag- 
gressor; or  that  some  other  such  accident 
as  fieouently  happens  to  young  ffentlemea 
of  fashion  had  befallen  him.     Now,  to  be 
candid  with  the  reader.  Titmouse  certainly 
was  getting*  into  rather  deep  water.     Foiw 
midable  creditors  were  beginning  to  look 
somewhat  sternly  after  him  from  various 
quarters;  his  upholsterer   was    becoming 
troublesome ;  his  wine-merchant  insisted  ou 
at  least  four  hundred  pounds  on  account; 
Messrs.  Jewel  and  Nioknark  were  surprised 
at  having  received  no  payment  for  sundry 
expensive  articles  of  jewellery  and  virtiu 
His  coachmaker,  his  tailor,  a  host  of  house- 
hold creditors,  were  getting  very  restless^ 
he  had  a  running  account  of  some  six  or 
eight  hundred  pounds  at  the  GUddinrUm^  is 
respect  of  his  parliamentary  and  other  din- 
ners at  that  fashionable  establishment ;  his 
yacht  was  a  dreadful  drain  upon  him ;  he 
bad  been  unfortunate  in  his  sporting  specu^ 
lations :  in  short,  if  Gammon  had  his  anxi- 
eties, so  had  Titmouse  his.     He  felt  him- 

, , ^       ^   ^   self  getting  terribly  out  at  elbows ;  so  muck 

4iid  '*  of  the  great  skill,  and  exertion,  and  so,  that  he  could  no  Vyos^x  ^^«  ^"^^^  c^\aiBk 
ri&cea  of  the  said  Oily  Gammoiii  for  and  I  and  undivided  a^X«auoa^o^s£^'«^^^s^^'^^^ 
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duties,  which  his  enlightened  constituents  *  &  beggar— squeezed  dry — nothing  numflM 
had  a  right  to  expect  at  his  hands ;  and,  in  be  got  oat  of  him  !**  he  exclaimed,  vift 
riiort,  the  sole  occasion  of  his  callingl^  :  mingled  chagrin  and  conteihpL  **AVl 
Gammon,  was  to  see  if  that  gentleman  t  worth  powder  and  shot !  Blood  fiv>B  t 
eottld  devise  some  mode  of  once  more  re-  stone — ^won*t  haTo  any  thing  worth  tilu| 


plenishing  his  empty  coffers  —  a  farther 
mortgage  on  the  Yatton  property  being  the 
exact  mode  of  doing  so  which  he  was. about 
to  propose  to  Gammon.  It  required  some 
tact,  however,  as  he  felt,  to  broach  that  sub- 
lect,  in  the  present  position  of  affairs;  so 
he  avowed  that  he  had  called  to  see  if  Mr. 
QammorCi  deedt  were  ready  for  iigning^^ 
•s  he.  Titmouse,  was  anxious  to  get  it  off* 
his  mind.  Time  was  very  precious  with 
Mr.  Gammon :  he,  therefore,  lost  not  a  mo- 
ment in  plucking  aside  the  thin  disguise  of 
Titmouse,  and  discovering  the  real  (H>ject  of 
his  irisit.  Mr.  Gammon  looked  ver^  serious, 
indeed ,  on  hearing  the  account  of  Titmouse's 
prodigal  expenditure,  and  remonstrated  witir 
nim  earnestly,  and  even  authoritatively ;  but  • 
it  instantly  occurred  to  him— could  there 
possibly  be  a  better  opportunity  for  broach- 
mg  the  subject  of  the  two  promissory 
notes! 

'*  Mt  dear  Titmoase,**  said  he,  with 
mat  kindness  of  manner,  **  notwithstand- 
mg  all  1  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  say,  I  do 
sincerely  wish  it  were  in  my  epwer  to  serve 
you  in  this  emergency.  But  we  really 
must  spare  old  Yatton  for  a  little;  youVe 
sadly  burdened  her  already;  we  shall  be 
killing  the  goose  to  get  at  the  golden  eggy 
if  we  don't  mind  what  we're  about !" 

**— -!  But  what  the  devU^s  to  be  done, 
Mr.  Gammon!  For,  'pon  my  soul,  I'm 
most  partieular  hard  up,  and  sometliing 
must  b«  done." 

**  VI  e  must  bethink  oarselves  of  our  other 


resources,  my  dear  sir — let  us  see"-^he 
paused,  with  his  hand  resting  on  his  fore- 
head for  a  few  moments,^*'  O !  by  the  way 
— <5ertainly,"-  he  added,  suddenly — "but, 
no!  it's  a  thousand  pities;  but  my  word  is 
pled^." 

'^Eh!  what!  does  any  thing  strike  you, 
Gammon !^'Pon  my  life,  what  is  it!''  in- 
quired Titmouse,  pricking  up  his  ears. 

**  Why,  yes,  certainly,"  rr»jilied  Gam- 
mon, musingrly— adding,  as  if  he  did  not 
intend  Titmouse  to  hear  him,  **  to  be  sure, 
it  would  put  ten  thousand — nay,  with  the 
mterest,  nearly  eleven" 

*•  The  d»>vil  it  would !  What  would  !  My 
Stars,  Mr.  Gammon !"  exclaimed  Titmouse, 
eagerijr — ^*  Do  let  us  know  what  it  is !" 

**  W  hy,  I  was  certainly  tiiinking,  at  the 
"  replied  Gammon,  with  a  sigh. 


these  ten  years  to  coaie  !** 

'*  Poor  fellow  !'*  quoth  Gammoo. 

*'  'Pon  my  sool.  Gammon,  it's  me  jh 
may  say  that  of,  I  rather  think !" 

"  Why,"  said  Gammon,  glancing  ntk 
keenly  at  Titmoase,  ^  my  first  and  gmM 
duty  on  earth,  my  dear  Titmouse,  is  to  jm 
— to  look  after,  to  secare  your  intereilil 
and  candour  compels  me  to  say,  that,  wb^ 
ever  may  be  my  feelinsr  towards  that  oiifi» 
tunate  person,  still,  I  think,  you've  onljS 
squeeze  him  pretty  hard,  and  Mood  wodi 
come  from  other  ^people.  Eh !  yoa  m 
derstand  !" 

«« By  Jove !— Indeed  ! — No  I  Bot  woM 
it,  really! 
and  be 


How  !«— Squeeze  away,  tJM^ 
*  Please  brmg  an  action  Hfrai 


the  fellow,  the  first  thin?  in  the  momiif! 
Put  him  in  Jail,  and  he'll  get  the  moi^, 
I'll  warrant  him !  Dem  the  fellow !  wn 
don't  he  pay  his  debte  I  It's  deviiisi  W 
on  me,  a'n't  it !  Didn't  I  forgive  him  fsHf 
thousand  pounds  !  By  the  way,  I'd  fafi 
there's  the  other  ten  thousand  that  Loiiili 
la  Zouch  is  security  fo/— when  do  wetesA 
thatr* 

•«  O !  we've  taken  a  bond  for  Iftsf,  wM 
will  not  Mi  due  before^— let  me  we  "^k 
34th  of  next  Janaary." 

•*'Pon  my  soul,  what  a  cursed  M 
But  can't  one  do  any  thing  with  it  Wte 
then!" 

«•  What !  sue  on  it  before  it*s  daef* 

**  No— egad !  1  meam,  raise  the  wiaim 
it     Surely    Lord  de  la    Zouch's  stfi 
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••Whew!"  thought  Gammon,  ^M 
stroke  certainly  had  never  ocenrred  to  wd 
Ay,  he's  right,  the  little  fool !  OM  Pflf 
will  advance  8000/.  or  9000/.  or  moie, 


moment. 

**of  that  poor  devil  Xwbre^'a  tvro  notes  for 

5000/.  apiece,  and  inteTeaO^  _ 

Titmouse's   face  auddetiVf    ^f\\.     "'OAwwXVxV^xMtKXtiV^xsaflixK^x^ —     - 
Lord  I  is  that  aU  t  Han^  ^e  fe\\o^-^'%\    ^^^\  ''Y»^  m^\\W\\.\Mi\:r  ^^*2^ 


—I'll  see  to  it,  by  Jove !"  Then  he  wH 
>  aload — •*  It  may  be  possible,  eertaiBly,  if 
dear  Titmouse;  but  I  see  yery  great  dr 
stades  in  the  way." 
••  Some  cussed  law  point— «h  ?" 
*•  Yes ;  but  I  assure  you  I  will  tuni  if 
best  attention  to  it,"  he  added ;  aad  ff^ 
ceeded  to  bring  back  Titmouse  to  the  poii 
at  which  he  had  started  oflf.  ^  And,  tpei^ 
ing  of  poor  Aubrey — it's  certainly  trm 
that  yon  have  been,  I  may  say,  exliai» 
gantly  liberal  to  him— forbearing  beyisd 
example ;  and  I  can't  think  that  asy  Mi 
can  be  expected,  when  he  knows  a  wavsff 
his  hand  will  put  some  eleven  thosMii 
yyKcs\%Sxi\AV\a  pocket,  to  stand  by  iUsi^ 
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■idle  out  irhether  QIpiiiiiiod  iolended  to 
IsToar  or  diaeourage  the  nelion  of  imni»> 
4ielel  J  prooeeding  affainst  Aubrey ;  whieh 
OuunonobeerTipgfheerDDeaded:  ^  At  all 
enentet  I  should  saj,  tnal  if  joa  oonudcur 
lliat  your  own  neeeaeities" 

**D8miiie!  I  should  think  so!**  inters 
poeed  Titmouse. 

**  Required  it — and,  as  you  yery  properly 
ebeerred,  yoi*  are  the  best  judse:  oer- 
tainly'*— he  oaused — sorely  Titmouse 

fw  saw  his  drift! 

^  Yes— 'pob  my  sod  !*'  eielaimed  Tit- 


•«*Why,  in  that  case,  it  is  only  due  to 
Sijself  to  ssT  /  can  be  no  party  to  it ;  I 
hmre  had  to  bear  enough  dready  that  was 
dne  to  others ;  and  sinoe  I  have  solemnly 
'  my  word  of  honour  to  Mr.* 


'^u 


*^What  the  deril  do  you  meant  Gammon  1 
Omm  me  if  I  can  make  yyu  out  a  bit  !'*  in- 
laiTuiited  Titmouse,  snappishly. 

**  You  misunderstand  me,  my  dear  Tit- 
■wvse !  Once  for  all,  I  say,  if  yon  want  the 
money,  you  must  at  ones  sue  on  the  bill 
wiles ;  and  my  opinion  is,  yoa*ll  get  the 
money;  only,  I  mutt  ftot  apptat  inii^  you 
know  !  But,  if  yon  choose  tofmploy  some 
9lher  scriicitor— tbere*s  that  Mr.  Spitfire, 
for  instance— to  compel  me  to  give  up  the 
myies**-^— - 

•«OLoni!  Honour!  No, no!— So  bless 
me  heaven !  1  didn*t  mean  any  thing  of  the 
kind,**  cried  Titmouse,  alarroedly,  fearful  of 
eifending  Gammon,  who  could  scarcely  coi>> 
eenl  his  impatience  and  disgust  at  the  stu- 
pidi^  of  'ntmouse. 

**  i  cannot  make  you  understand  me,  Tlt^ 
■Muse !  What  I  mean  is,  it  is  my  duty  not 
lo  let  my  feelings  interfere  with  your  in- 
lorest.  I  now,  therefore,  advise  you  imme- 
diately to  put  yourself  into  the  hands — as 
for  as.this  4ltt]e  business  is  concerned-— of 
same  othei^solicitor,  my  Mr.  Spitfire,  in 
fiteorpio^  Court;  and  whatererhe  tells  you 
l»  idOf  4(f  without  hesitation.  You  will 
pffoh^bly  tell  him  that,  if  he  demands 
ttlto  two  notes  on  your  behalf,  I  may,  for 
fbrmV  sake,  resbt;  but  I  know  I  shall  be 
srdeled  to  give  tl^em  up !  Well,  1  can't 
Wphr 

**  H#pour  now,  Gammon !  May  I  do  as  I 
like  1  * '  inquired  l^tmouse. 

♦•Honour!" 
.  *«ABd   you  won*t   be  angry  1     Not  a 

Wt?   ehV* 

«•  On  my  sacred  word  of  honour  !**  replied 

Gnmmon,  solemnly,  placing  his  hanii  on 

Un  breast* 

^•Tben  fire  away,  Flannagan!**  cried 

fltmouse,  joyfully,  snapping  his  fiaeers. 

:r.  By  Uf9f  Jbem  goml    Harass  fot  a  Jolly 


■qiMeie!  Ak,ha!  Tm  Ihemand  dropa  of 
blood!— by  Jove,  he*li  bleed  to  death  1 
But,  by  the  way,  what  will  Mr.  Quirk 
myl** 

*^ Curse  Mr.  Quirk!**  cried  Gammon^ 
impatiently ; «« you  know  the  eoursey  ou  are  to 
pursue :  you  are  your  own  master,  surely  I 
What  has  Mr.  Quirk  to  do  with  you,  when 
I  allow  you  to  act  in  this  way  1** 

'« To  be  sure !  Well,  here's  a  go !  Wasn*t 
it  a  lucky  thought  of  mine  to  come  here  to- 
night) But  don't  you  forget  the  other  ten 
thousand— the  two  makes  twentv  thousand, 
by  Jove !  l*m  set  up  again — ah,  ha !  And 
as  soon  as  ever  the  House  is  up,  if  I  don*l 
cut  away  in  my  span-new  yacht,  with  a 
lot  of  jolly  chaps,  to  the  East  Indies,  or 
Some  oOuT  place  that'll  take  us  a  good  six 
weeks,  or  so,  to  go  and  come  back  in! 
Hollo!  Is  that  eleven  o*clock  striking  1**  he 
inquired,  with  a  start,  taking  out  his  watch ; 
**  it  is,  by  Jove !  and  nay  pair's  up ;  they*U 
be  dividing — I'm  off !  Good-night." 

^  You  remember  where  Mr.  Spitfire  livmt 
In  Scorpion  Court,  Strand.  1  most  my, 
he's  one  of  the  most  respectable  men  in  the 
profession;  and m> quick!"     . 

*^  Ab-*I  remember !  I'd  be  with  him  the 
moment  after  breakfast !"  replied  Titmouw ; 
Gammon  sh<yk  him  by  the  hand ;  feeling, 
wlien  he  had  shut  both  his  doors,  as  if  he 
had  been  playing  with  an  ape.  '*  0  thott 
undefinable  and  undiscoverable  principle  re- 
gulating human  affairaj"  thought  he,  fall-/ 
mg  into  ^  revery,  a  bitter  scowl  settling  on 
his  strongly  marked  features,  **  of  what  na« 
ture  soever  thou  art,  and  if  any  such  there 
really  be,  what  conceivable  purpose  canst 
thou  have  had  in  view  in  placing  this  exe* 
crable  idiot  and  mb  in  our  relative  posi- 
tional" He  pursued  this  line  of  reflection 
for  some  time,  till  he  bad  got  into  a  far 
more  melancholy  and  misanthropical  hu- 
mour than  he  had  ever  before  (alien  into; 
till,  recollecting  himself,  and  with  a  deep 
sigh,  he  rang  for  a  fresh  supply  of  coffee 
from  his  drowsy  laundress;  and  then  ex- 
erted himself  vigorously  till  nearly  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  which  hour  he 
got,  exhausted,  into  bed. 

During  the  ensuing  day,  sure  enough,  he 
recei?ed  a  letter  signed  **  Simeon  Spilfirt^^ 
and  dated  from  ^*  Scorpion  Court^*^  informing 
him  that  its  respectable  writer  **was  in- 
structed to  apply  to  him,  on  the  part  of  Mr 
Titmouse,  for  the  immediate  delivery  up  of 
two  promissory  notes  for  5000/.  eaih,  givea 
by  one  Charles  Aubrey  to  the  aforesaid  Tit- 
mouse," and  begging  **  Mr.  Gammon's  im- 
mediate attention  /Aereto."  Gammon  im- 
mediately copied  out  and  sent  a  letter  ^bicbk. 
he  ^ad  pwnaitA  \ifettQiw3tL^.Tv^^  >adkv»%  '^^ei 
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eoartghig  adminioqi  of  the  driot  legal  rigliC 
of  Mr.  Spitfire's  elient.  'Twas,  in  ohort,  ft 
lovely  letter,  obowliig  its  wi4ter  fo  be  one 
of  the  most  fastidiously  hifirh-minded  men 
living;  but  producing  not  tne  least  ftToor- 
able  effect  upon  the  mind  of  Mr.  Spitfire, 
who  instantly  ibrwaided  a  formal  and  pe- 
remptory demand  of  the  two  documents  in 
Suestion.  Gammon  wrote  a  second  fetter, 
llttdinflr  to  an  unguarded  admission  made 
in  his  firmer  letter,  which  he  most  devoudy 
hoped  would  not  be  ased  against  him ;  and 
in  terms  of  touching  and  energetic  elo* 
"^  ouence,  reasserted  that,  though  the  letter  of 
the  law  might  be  against  him,  he  conceived 
that,  in  point  of  honour,  and,  indeed,  of  jus- 
tice, he  was  warranted  in  adhering  to  the 
solemn  promise  he  had  made  to  a  gentle- 
man for  whom  he  entertained  the  most  pro- 
found respect;  and,  in  short,  he  flatly  re- 
fused to  give  up  the  instruments  demanded. 
Inconceivable  was  the  exultation  of  Mr. 
Spitfire,  on  finding  himself  gettinff  so  much 
the  better  of  so  astute  a  person  as  Mr.  Gam- 
mon; he  took  an  opportunity  of  showing  to 
tfferj  one  who  came  to  the  office,  how  5f  r. 
Gammon  had  .laid  himself  open  to  the  supe- 
rior tactics  of  Mr.  Spitfire.  He  then  wrote 
a  fine  flourishing  letter  to  wind  up  the  cor- 
respondence, and  stick  into  a§  affidavit,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  apprized  Mr.  Gram- 
mon  that  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  woold 
be  immediately  applied  to  for  a  rule  calling 
upon  him  forthwith  to  deliver  up  the  docu- 
ments in  question.  On  this^  Mr.  Gammon 
drew  up  an  imposing  and  admirable  affida- 
vit, setting  forth  all  the  correspondence; 
and,  as  soon  as  he  hau  been  served  with 
the  rule  nm,  he  instructed  the  attorney- 
general,  Mr.  Sterling,  and  Mr.  Crystal,  to 
**Mhow  eatue*^  against  it ;  knowing,  of  course, 
as  well  as  counsel,'' with  whom  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  hold  a  consultation, 
(for  fear  they  should  press  him  to  give  up 
tiie  notes  without  showing  cause,)  that 
there  was  no  earthly  chance  of  successfully 
resisting  the  rule.  'When  he  took  his  seat 
under  the  attorney-general,  just  before  that 
learned  person  rose  to  show  cause  against 
.the  rule,  he  touched  Mr.  Gammon  on  the 
shoulder,  and  very  warmlv  complimented 
him  on  the  highly  hoi\^orable  and  friendly 
feeling  which  he  had  manifested  towards 
the  unfortunate  Mr.  Aubrey ;  but  he  feared 
'  that  the  case,  as  far  as  the  legal  means 
went,  was  too  plain  for  argument:  but  he 
had  looked  with  unusual  care  over  the  affi- 
davits on  Which  the  rule  had  been  obtained, 
and  at  the  form  of  the  rule  itself,  and  re- 


9  1m  Bot  kssny 
Gsmmon  so  wsll  «s  we  do.  The  mukA 
now  hi  a  posilisB  to  spprMste  ths  fdkm 
ittg  ranortof  what  took  ^aoe;  sod  (■!» 
fiof)  which  said  raoort  md  hem,  4iw&m^ 
for  ths  Mining  Ofmai,  by  Mc 
himself. 


**  CoutT  OF  KiifG*s  Bhkch. 

Yesterday. 

(In  Banco,') 

Ex  parte  Titmousc. 

•«  Tliis  was  m  mla,  obtmined  by.Mi^  Sa^ 
TLE,  on  a  previous  day  of  the  term,  osM^ 
upon  Mr«  Gammon,  of  tbo  ftrm  of  Qdd. 
Gammon,  and  Snap,  to  show  esass  wkj  ki 
should  not  forthwith  doliTer  op  td  lir.  11^ 
mouse,  M.  P.  for  Yatton,  two  proiainf 
notes,  each  for  the  paymeDt,  osi  demma^W 
that  flentieresD,  of  SOOOiL,  with  inleicfl,  W 
Chanes  Aubrey..  The  attomey-gnMil 
Mr.  Stkrlino,  and  Mr.  Crtstali,  nov  tf 
peered  to  show  oaooe,  and  took  a  pnii» 
naryobieotiontotheiomiof  therale.  M§m 
a  very  long  discusskm,  the  Court  djiW 
that  the  rule  miffht  be  mooMed  sAur 
meet  the  facts  of  tiie  case,  and  dimirt 
cause  to  be  shown  on  the  merits. 

^•From  the  affidavits  filed  ia  aasvcrU 
the  rule,  it  appeared  that  shortly  afUr# 
termination  or  the  late  important  ease  of  As 
dem,  TV/moMje  v.  Jubrejf^  (in  which, it  wf 
be  recollected,  the  lessor  socceeded  ia  «rt» 
blishin^  his  risht  to  very  laree  estatsiii 
Yorkshire,)  Mr.  Gammon  haa  been  wiy 
active  in  endeavouring  to  eflTect  aa  aaiwyr 
arrangement  concerning  the  mesne  praftM 
and,  afler  great  exertions,  had  persnsM  Hi 
client,  Mr.  Titmouse,  to  enter  into  as  i^ 
rangement  highly  advantsgeons  to  Mr.  1» 
brey,  who  was  to  be  released,  fas  we  osii^ 
stood,)  from  no  less  a  som  man  €0/Mit 
due  in  respect  to  the  mesne  profits,  on  fji^ 
ing  the  two  promissory  notes  which  inH 
the  subject  or  the  present  applicatioBi  1 
further  appeared,  that  on  obtainiag  lb 
Aubray^s  signature  to  these  piuuii— f 
notes,  Mr.  Uammon  had  expticitty  and  W* 
peatedly  assured  him  that  be  need  be  afti 
no  apprehension  of  being  sidled  oa  ferfig^ 
ment  for  several  yeare;  but  that  theasai 
shosld  remain  in  the  handsel  Mr.GsmMi^ 
and  should  not  be  put  in  soit  till  atet 
twelvemonth^s  notice  had  been  gbrea  talk 
Aubrev.  It  did  not  distiaetly  appear  vhi» 
ther  Nir.  Titmouse  was  ever  made  awiis# 
this  nnderstanding  between  Mr.  GaoflM 
and  Mr.  Aubrey ;  at  all  evsnts,  aotfaisff  M 
ever  passed  in  writing  upon  the 
Vlt.  ^^^xBsaea^  on  the 


Jofoed  to  say,  he  felt  confident  that  he 
ibonld  be  able  to  dlichai^  t3ha  txA^^  Vv^ 
eosts:  at  which  Mr.  Gaxnxaoik  ^nra»i  wA- Vnso^ftni Nx  \a \a  yab\iL^^aaa&>' 
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rs  tunettdertiig  so  gpreat  &  plnim  mioit 
Aubrey,  that  the  sum  secured  by  the 
gKO  promissory  notes  was  to  have  been  be- 
tpue  this  time  liquidated.  There  was  no 
affidavit  made  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Au- 
bocev.  It  also  appeared  that  Mr.  Titmouse 
kimd  not  hitherto  received  any  portion  of  the 
large  amount,  20,000/.,  yet  due  in  respect 
of  the  mesne  profits.  Tiie  affidavits  read 
by  the  Attorney-General  set  forth  a  correa* 
Dondence  which  had  taken  place  between 
Mr.  Titmouse*8  solicitor  and  Mr.  Gammon, 
in  which  tlie  latter  insisted,  in  the  most 
flttrenuotts  terms*  upon  the  honourable  en- 
gagement under  which  he  conceived  himself 
to  oa  to  i\Ir.  Aubrey,  and  solemnly  declared 
hia  oelief  that  Mr.,  Aubrey  was  under  a 
similar  impression ;  at  the  same  time,  there 
ifera  expressions  in  Mr.  Gammon^s  letters, 
from  which  it  was  plain  that  he  admitted 
the  right,  in  point  or  strict  law,  of  Mr.JTit- 
mouse  to  the  documents  in  question.  It 
ilao  appeared  from  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  Tit- 
mouae,  and  was  not  denied  by  those  of  Mr. 
Gammon,  that  the  former  had  repeatedly 
trged  the  latter  to  deliver  up  the  notes,  or 
HMncnence  proceedings  against  Mr.  Au- 
iiey ;  but  that  Mr.  Gammon  had,  on  all 
tucn  occasions  previous  to  the  present  one, 
ttooeeded  in  dissuading  him  from  his  pur- 
iO0e«  It  had,  moreover,  been  alleged  on  be- 
jklf  of  Mr.  Titmouse,  that  Mr.  Gammon 
f3ft  acting  in  collusion  with  Mr.  Aubrey, 
»  defeat  the  just  claim  of  Mr.  Titmouse; 
pit  this  the  Attorney-General  indignantly 
jwclaimed  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Gaomion, 
rhose  conduct  throughout  showed  the  nicest 
^nse  of  honour,  and  the  utmost  possible 
luuety  to  interfere  between  an  unfortunate 
gentleman  and  utter  ruin.    But, 

*^  The  Court,  without  callin^jr  on  Mr. 
SoBTLE,  Twith  whom  were  Mr.  Goosk,  and 
ifx.  Mud,)  said,  tlie  rule  must  clearly  be 
Bade  absolute.  The  legal  right  of  Mr.  Tit- 
oouse  to  the  notes  was  Emitted  by  Mr. 
^(mmmon^s  own  affidavit;  and  there  was  no 
iretence  for  holding,  that,  as  against  Mr. 
[^tmouse,  Mr.  Gammon,  who  was  only  one 
»f  that  gentleman^s  attomejrs,  had  any  riffht 
o  withhold  the  documents  in  question.  No 
M&thority  from  .Mr.  Titmouse  to  Mr.  Gam- 
maa  to  make  the  alleged  representations  to 
Mr.  Aubrey  had  been  shown,  and  consa- 
Buenlly  that  gentleman  could  in  no  way  be 
Doand  by  them.  He  was  not  even  shown 
to  have  been  aware  of  them.  It  was  not 
pretended  that  Mr.  Gammon,  or  any  of  his 
pirtners,  had  any  Utn  on  the  notes,  which 
niaat  be  therefore  given  up  to  Mr.,Titmou8e. 
With  respect  to  the  imputation  against  Mr. 
ffanamon,  of  being  in  collusion  with  Mr. 
^ibrey.  Lord  Widdrington  added,  that  from 
r|ial  hia  Jordthip  bLnaelfknew  of  Mu  Au- 


bieyy  itwaain)Posul^ef»araoaieBl  to  iin*^ 
gine  him  oapable  of  any  thing  inoonsisteat 
with  the  strictest  honour;  and  that  Mr. 
Gammon^s  conduct  showed  tbs^  though, 
mistaken  as  to  the  extent  of  his  power  over 
the  notes  intrusted  to  him,  he  had  acted 
from  the  purest  motives,  and  evinced  an 
honourable  anxiety  to  serve  the  interest  of 
one  whom  he  behoved  to  be  unfortunate. 
The  rule  was  then  made  absolute ;  bat  on 
Mr.  Subtle  applying  (or  the  costs,  the  re- 
mainder of  tne  day  was  oc;;opie4  in  aa 
elaborate  discussion  upon  the  question-* 
which,  however,  wa^eventually  referred  tOv 
the  master.'* 

Nor  was  this  all.  The  intelligent  editor 
of  the  Morning  Growl,  happened  to  cast, 
his  eye  over  the  above,  while  lying  in  proofs, 
made  it  the  subject  of  an  eloquent  leading 
article,  in  which  were  contained  many.jnat 
and  striking  reflections  on  the  frequent  in- 
consistency  between  law  and  justice;  o{ 
which  the  present,  he  said,  was  a  glarinff 
instance,  it  was  truly  lamentable  to  find 
truth,  and  honour,  generosity,  and  justice, 
all  sacrificed  to  tlie  wretched  technicalities, 
the  petty  quirks  and  quibbles  of  the  law> 
which  required  a  radical  reform.  Indeed, 
the  whole  system  of  our  jurisprudenoa 
called  for  the  most  searching  revision, 
which,  he  hopVd,  would  ere  long  take  place.»- 
Then  followed  some  powerful  animadver- 
sions upon  the  conduct  of  Lord  Widdring- 
ton, in  giving  effect  to  such  pettifog^ng 
subterfuges  as  had  that  day  served  plamly 
to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice ;  and  the  ar- 
ticle concluded  by  calling  upon  his  lordship 
to  resign  his  seat  on  the  bench,  and  make 
way  for  a  more  liberal  and  enlightened  soe- 
cessor,  who  would  decide  every  cause  that 
came  before  him,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  natural  equity  and  common  sense,  with- 
out being  trammeled  by  such  considerations 
as  at  present  fettered  and  impeded  the  dua 
administration  of  justice.  Itdid  so  happen*^ 
that  this  same  incompetent  Lord  Widdnn^- 
ton  had  called  down  upon  himself  and  his  ^ 
court  the  foregoing  philippic,  by  having  inf 
posed  a  smart  fine  upoo  the  publisher  of 
the  Morning  OrowU  and  superadded  a. 
twelvemonth's  imprisonment,  for  a  veiy 
grrosa  and  infamous  libel  upon  an  amiable 
and  dignified  ecclesiastic;  and  thia,  too, 
his  lordship  had  done,  after  overruling  an 
almost  interminable  seriea  of  frivolooa  and 
vexatious  technical  objections  to  the  pro- 
ceedings, urged  by  the  defendant's  counsel, 
in  conformity  with  his  urgent  instruction 
to  take  every  possible  advantage. 

At  the  earliest  moment  at  which  Mr.  An- 
brey  could,  without  suspicion,  extricata 
himself  ftom  \ha  auvVt^d^  ol  V\%  wer^^-^^ 
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VHiui  Street,  he  withdrew  to  hiiT  etady,  in 
order  to  despatch  some  letters,  but  princi- 
pally, as  the  reader  may  easily  imagine,  to 
peruse  the  paper  given  him  by  Mr.  Run- 
ntngton  with  such  ominous  significance. 
His  eye  soon  caught  the  words,  '*  Ex  porta 
Titmouse  ;**  and  he  read  through  the  above 
report  of  the  proceedings  with  exceeding 
agitation.  He  read  it  over  twice  or  thrice, 
and  felt  really  sick  at  heart. 

^O,  unfathomable  Gammon!**   he  ex- 
etaimed,  at  lenf^h,  aloud,  laying  down  the 

rftper,  and  sinking  into  his  chair.  Surely 
am  the  weakest,  or  yon  the  subtlest  of 
mankind  !^*  He  turned  over  in  his  thoughts 
every  thing  that  he  could  recollect  of  Gam- 
mon*8  conduct,  from  the  first  moment  that 
they  had  met.  He  felt  completely  bafiied 
and  bewildered — and  again  perused  the  re- 
port of  the  proceedings  in  the  King^s  Bench 
—and  would  have  again  relapsed  into 
thought,  but  his  eye  happened  to  alight  on 
t#o  or  three  notes  lying  on  his  table,  where 
they  had  been  placed  by  Fanny,  having 
come  in  his  absence.  He  opened  the  first 
listlessly,  not  knowing  the  handwriting ; 
but,  on  unfolding  it,  he  started  violently  on 
recognising  the  handwriting  of.  Gammon 
vrithih';  and  with  mingled  wonder  and  fear, 
read  as  follows  :— 

'*TluivfM'Iiin. 
** Dear  Sir; — God  only  knows  when  <ft 
where  these  hasty  lines  will  find  you.  I 
am  forced  to  address  them  to  Vivian  Street, 
being  in  total  ignorance  of  your  intended 
movements.  If  you  have  not  taken  my 
advice,  and  withdrawn  from  the  kingdom,' 
I  know  net  what  grievous  indignity  may 
not  have  befallen  you.  You  may  have 
been  torn  from  your  family,  and  now  incar- 
cerated in  prison,  the  victim  of  a  most  cruel 
and  inveterate  rapacity.  My  conscience 
beers  me  witness  that  I  can  say — I  can  do 
-—DO  more  on  your  behalf.  I  am  grossly 
misrepresented — I  am  insulted,  by  having 
base  and  sinister  motives  attributed  to  me, 
for  my  conduct  -towards  you— for  my 
anxious  and  repeated  interference  in  your 
behalf.  In  the  Morning  Growl  of  to-day 
yon  will  probably  see— if  you  have  not  al- 
ready seen — the  report  of  some  proceedings 
against  me,  yesterday,  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench.  It  may  apprize  you  of  the 
lati  desperate  stand  I  have  made  in  your  be- 
half. It  is  with  bitter  regret — it  is  with  a 
feeling  of  deep  indignation,  (that  I  tell  you 
I  am  unable  to  fulfil  my  solemn,  my  deli- 
berate, my  repeated  promise  to  you  con- 
cerning the  two  promissory  notes  which  you 
deposited  with  me,  in  im^Vvc\X  ifW^n^  otv 


mj  honour.    Alas  I  you  mViat 


«An>  woFBt!    Mr.  Tiimouae  wA 


adviser  ean  here,  of  eonrie,  bat  aee  tipd 
in  requiring  the  surrender  of  the  two  pi» 
missory  notes,  which  I  have  alresdy  htm 
compelled  to  give  up,  ander  peril  of  tan* 
tachment  for  contenopt  of  court  I  \am 
strained,  God  knows,  eTery  nerve  on  yw 
behalf— have  all  but  fatally  quarrelled  irA 
Mr.  Titmouse,  and  with  my  partnen;  wi 
I  stand  in  some  measure  compromised,  bj 
the  recent  proceedings,  before  tne  prDfeaiiai 
and  the  puolic,  and  aii  in  vain!  Yet,<ias 
more :  it  you  are  not  blinded  and  infatmlrf 
beyond  all  example  or  belief,  I  implore  joi, 
in  the  name  of  Heaveo-^by  every  eocaid» 
ation  that  should  inflaence  a  man  of  bossa 
or  of  feeling,  fly !  lose  not  a  weosni  lia 
reading  these  lines,  (which  I  entreat  yotti 
destroy  when  read,)  or  tJkai  9€eond  vdxj'w 
volve  your  ruin,  and  the  ruin  of  all  e» 
nected  with  you !  Believe  roe,  your  dii* 
tresa^d-^your  unalterable  friend,    0.  G.* 

Mr.  Aubrey  laid  down  this  letter;  ad, 
sinking  back  again  into  his  chair,  yiddri 
for  some  moments  to  an  impulse  very  dcoIt 
akin  to  despair.    '*  O  God  V*  he  exclaini 

Eressing  his  hand  against  his  aching  fiw> 
ead,  «*  to  what  hast  thou  destined  as,  A7 
wretched  creatures  t  I  am  forbidden  toW- 
lieve— I  cannot,  1  will  not,  believe  thitiki 
hast  made  us  only  to  ^rment  us ;  yet,  iM 
my  spirit  is  at  length  drooping  under  tlifli 
accumulated  evils! — O  God!  O  God!  I 
am  blind !  Give  me  sight  to  discera  Ay 
will  concerning  me !  O,  give  me  not  op  to 
despair!  Break  not  the  hr\n*edrttd!  Qaad 
not  the  smoking Jlax! — ^What  is  to  beeoaf 
of  me  t  Is  this  man  thy  messenger  of  evi 
to  met  h  he  the  subtle  and  viodicoit 
fiend  I  fear  him  to  be  1  What  ean  be  \» 
object^his  motive,  for  resorting  to  wk 
tortuous  and  complicated  scheming  aguail 
us  as  must  be  his,  (^  he  be  playing  the  hf* 
pocriteT  Or  is  he  really  what  he  represeii 
himself  1  And  am  I  ^ilty  of  groandka 
distrust,  of  gross  infijatitude  ? — What  skd 
I  think!  what  can  Idol  OmjiioAXj^ 
serve  my  senses  to  me — my  uncerstaDdiaf ! 
My  brain  seems  reeling !  My  peicepti<si 
are  becoming  disturbed !  Perhaps  this  ray 
night  the  frightful  scene  of  the  morning  nay 
be  acted  over  again!  asain  my  blmiif 
heart  be  torn  firom  those  it  loves-p-to  wiioa 
thou  hast  united  it.**  A  deep  sigh',  or  ralker 
groan,  burst  from  him ;  and  leaning  ovcf 
the  table,  he  buried  his  face  in  bis  haadi, 
and  remained  for  some  time  in  that  postom 
**  What  am  I  to  dot'*  he  presently  in^ 
ed,  rising,  and  walking  to  and  fro.  *^Pis% 
he  says!  Were  I  weak  and  unpriaciplsd 
t%\\^ii<o&  oTv\«cit^w\^  tA  do  so,  should  1  not,  in  all  hvasa 
^xe^^i^  ^otX^iv^w^xVj^l^JXxx^Ji^^^^eK^        bt  !■• 
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vllt  not!  Nerer!  netw!  Those  dmr, 
Aoee  precious  beings  in  yonder  room**— 
bis  heert  thriHed  within  him — **  nnj  weep 
lor  me,  but  shall  never  blosr  for  me ! 

**  Why,  how  horrid  is  my  position !  Ten — 
ten  thousand  poands  and  upwards,  mast 
either  1  pay,  or  Lord  de  la  jtouch  for  me, 
within  a  few  months:  here  is  a  second  ten 
thousand  pounds,  with  nearly  five  hundred 
pounds  of  interest;  I  am  tonday  arrested  for 
nearly  fifVeen  bundled  pounds;  and  this  man 
Titmouse  holds  my  bond  for  two  thousand 
pounds  more,  and  interest !  Is  it,  then,  thy 
will,  O  God !  that  I  am  to  sink  beneath  my 
troubles  t  Am  I  to  oerish  from  thy  siffht— 
to  be  crushed  beneatn  thy  displeasure!  Or, 
merciful  Father!  wilt  'niou  save  me,  u>hen 
Hurt  is  none  other  to  help  T^ 

Calmness  seemed  stealing  insensibly 
over  his  troubled  spirit;  his  agritated  feel- 
ings sank  gradually  into  an  indesoribable 
and  wonderful  repftse;  in  that  dismal  mo- 
ment of  extreme  suffering,  his  soul  became 
blessedly  sensible  of  its  relationship  to 
God ;— that  he  was  not  the  miserable  vio- 
tim  of  chance^  as  the  busy  spirit  of  darkness 
incessantly  whispered  in  his  ear;  but  in  the 
hands  of  the  Flutker  tftke  mriie  ofailjlah^ 
who  listened,  in  his  behalf,  to  the  pleading 
of  One  touched  with  the  feeitng  of  our  in/h" 
mitie9'-^who  woe  in  altftointe  templed^  even 
me  toe  are.  His  fainting  soul  felt  sustained 
as  by  the  grace  for  which  it  had  sought;  the 
mI  and  balm  of  a  sound  scriptural  consolation 
were  poured  into  his  wounds.  Before  his 
quickened  eye  arose  many  bright  figures  of 
Ihose  who  had  gloriously  overcome  the 
Hercest  assaults  of  the  Evil  One,  resisting 
oven  unto  death.  He  felt  for  a  moment 
eompaaaed  tdnnU  by  a  great  cloud  if  vntneeaee 
lo  the  mercy  and  goodness  of  God.  O,  in 
that  moment,  how  wonderfully  little  seemed 
the  sorrows  which  had  before  appeared  so 
great !  He  felt,  in  a  manner,  at  once  hum- 
bled and  exalted.  Invisible  support  clung 
to  his  confident  soul,  as  it  were  the  arm  of 
Him  who  wilt  not  Buffer  ue  to  be  tempted 
mbtMve  what  we  are  able ,-  but  wilU  with  the 
iemptaiion^  alao  mahe  a  ww  to  eeeape^  that 
woe  may  tie  able  to  bear  it.  He  sank  silently 
upon  his  knees,  and  with  clasped  hands, 
and  his  face  raised  towards  heaven,  with 
profound  contrition  of  spirit,  yet  with  firm 
faith,  besought  the  mercy  which  God  has 
promised  to  those  who  thus  will  ask  for  it. 
Thbs  occupied,  he  did  not  perceive  the  door 
gently  opened,  and  by  Mrs.  Aubrey,  who, 
closing  it  hastily  after  her,  flung  her  arm 
round  his  neck,  sinking  down  mide  him, 
and  in  a  low,  fond  voioi\  exclaimed,  ^*  0,  my 
own  love!  My  own  Oharles!  My  poor, 
oppressed,  persecuted,  bearb-broken  haa- 
kand!  Pn/forme — me  also!**   He  gently 
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rstaned  her  embraoe,  looking  «t  her  ntti 
terablo  thinn;  and  alW  they  had  remainei 
thus  for  a  few  moments,  they  arose*  Mo 
gased  at  her  with  unspeakable  tendpmsns, 
and  a  countenance  full  of  serenity  and  resi|^ 
nation.  Ho  gently  soothed  her  agitatSl 
feelings,  and  succeeded  in  oommunicattngto 
her  a  measure  of  the  composure  Which  beeK- 
perienced  himself.  Before  they  had  quittei 
that  little  room,  he  had  even  apprixed  iiort 
faithfully,  of  the  peril  which  momentarily 
menaced  them— and  again  the  cold  waten 
gushsd  over  her  soul.  At  length,  howeror, 
she  had  recovered  her  self-possession  suffi* 
cientiy  to  return  to  the  room  she  had  quit* 
ted,  and  instantly  blanched  Mi«  Aubrey's 
cheek  by  communicating  the  new  tenors 
which  threatened  them. 

Just  as  they  were  finishing  dinner  a 
mere  mockery,  however,  of  a  meal*-a  doo« 
ble  knock  at  the  door  occasioned  them  alt 
not  a  liule  agitation;  but.  as  ths  event 
proved,  needlessly,  since  it  announced  tlio 
arrival  of  only  their  kind,  experienced  friendf 
Mr.  Runnington,  who  evidently  felt  infi- 
nitely relievml  at  finding  that  IVlrs.  Aubrey 
and  Miss  Aubrey  had  been  made  aoquaintsd 
by  Mr.  Aubrey  with  the  additional  somos 
of  apjprehension  afiforded  by  the  report  of 
the  king's  Bench  proceeding's.  Mr.  Run- 
nington felt  aMured  that  within  twen^- 
four  hours*  time' proceedings  would  be  taiwi 
against  Mr.  Aubrey;  whom,  however,  bo 
reminded,  that  as  in  the  former,  so  in  the. 
anticipated  case,  the  eitent  of  his  immedi* 
ate  anxiety  would  be  the  finding  bail  for  so 
very  serious  an  amount:  but  that  difficulty 
surmounted,  he  would  be  safe  from  personal 
annoyance  and  apprehension  till  the  ensuing 
November.  Mr.  Aubi^y'then  pniceedcd  lo 
apprize  Mr.  Runnington  of  the  death  of  old 
Lady  Stratton,  and  the  grievous  events  con- 
nected with  it,  amidst  the  tears  and  sobs  of 
Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Kate.  Though  ho  said 
but  little,  his  countenance  show«l  how  truly 
shocked  he  was  at  the  intelligence.  ^  No- 
ver  in  my  experience,**  at  length  ho  ob- 
served, *^a  thirty-six  years*  experience  in 
the  profession,  have  I  heard  of,  or  met  with* 
such  a  case  of  complicated  misfortune  at 
yours !  *  But  it  is,*  as  the  old  proverb  has 
It,  *  a  long  lane  that  has  no  turning.^ — ^Wo '. 
must  trust,  my  dear  sir,  to  the  chapter  of  I* 
accidents.** 

«*  O,  Mr.  Runnington  !**  interrupted  An- 
brey,  with  animation,  **  there  is  no  sucli 
thing.  It  is  the  or</er  ^ /'roeMfefier.**  ThojT 
then  entered  into  a  long  convorsstion;  in 
the  course  of  which— **  If  our  fears,  onr 
worst  fears,  be  confirmed,**  observed  Run- 
nington,- **  and  they  ventnfe  Ui  ^mv  in^  wtas^ 
these  Vwo  noVsa^^ook  ^iswi  ^n^Vw^'ftwwr 
\do^a  liift  «»n!CLfiU    VYl  >aawk  \\  ^\\ 
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HtUf^ho  knawbug'yvfnt  tamj  tvtn  up  when 
^  iff^tome  to  eloae  qouiBrt.  First  and  fbre- 
'  Uiosl,  PIl  tax  away  every  farthingf  of  the 
r'ttllWNl  *1iaiaiioe'  of  their  mon^troils  bill : 
^,  VW  stake  my  repatation  on  it*  that  1 
^Itove  them  not  a  shilling;  but*  on  the  con- 
*^tfafy,  prove  diet  you  have  already  greatly 
•ttvefpaid  them.** 

^  ^Alas!  hare  I  not,  however,  pledged 
'Myself  to  Mr.  Gammon  niitf  to  do  so?"  in- 
'terrapted  Aobrey. 

** Pshaw!     Forgive  me;  bnt  diis  isab- 
•HRfrd.    Indeed,  Mr.  AiibrMr,  it  is  really  ont- 
tieroding  Herod  !   All  is  fair  against  adver- 
saries sueh  as  these.    Besides,  if  you  mast 
he   so   scmpuloos  and  fastidious— and  I 
^lionoar  jou  for  it— there's  another  way  of 
putting  It,  which  I  fancy  setdes  the  matter. 
Bv  Mr.  Tltmonse  putting  these  bills  in  suit, 
<Meesrs.  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap's  pro- 
'uise  to  you  is  not  performed ;  it  is  broken ; 
-and  so  there  is  an  end  of  yours,  which  is 
'  dkspendent  upon  the  performance  of  theirs.'* 
**That  is  only  on  the  supposition  that 
Ihej  are  playing  me  false:  whereas  the 
'.proeeedings  yesterdav  in  court,  especially 
when  coupled  with  Mr.  Gammon's  letters 

to  me" 

«'  All  hollow !  hollow !"  implied  Mr.  Ron- 
Hington,  shaking  his  head.     «*  False  and 
liypooritical !    Who  could  trust  to  Oam- 
**mon  f    'V\i\»  fellow  Titmouse,  whom  they 
•re  doubtless  fleecing  daily,  is  in  all  proba- 
biliVjr  desperately  driven;  and  they  have 
allowed  hira  to  ^et  hold  of  these  two  bills, 
tfter  a  sham  resistance  on  the  part  of  Gam- 
▼mon,  in  order  to  call  forward  your  friends 
^to  the  rescue— that's  their  game,  depend 
tipon  it**    Mr.  Aubrey  fired  at  the  bare 
'  thought    **  Yet  I  must  own  I  am  at  a  loss 
io  discover  what  motive  or  object  Mr.  Gam- 
mon can  have  for  goin^  so  far  but  of  his  way 
'to secure  your  gomi  opinion,  or  for  wrapping 
^  himself  in  so  impenetrable  a  disguise.    He 
'is  a  very,  very  deep  devil,  that  Gammon ; 
and,'  depend  upon  it,  has  some  sinister  pur- 
*Me-te  eflndet,  which  you  will  by  and  by 
^ttiseover.** 

Mr.  Aubrey  dien,  for  the  first  time,  ac- 
'^Hairited  Mr.  Runnington  with  Gammon*S 
'fecent  proposals  to  Miss  Aubrey;  at  which 
^Mr.  Ronnuigton  seemed  for  some  moments 
^Muek  dumb  with  astonishment.    **  I  pre- 
sume,'* at  length  said  he,  turning  with  a 
%rief  kod  sad  smile  towards  Miss  Aub.ey, 
'whoM  reddening  cheek  betokened  the  in- 
''lerest  she  felt  in  the  conversation,  **I  pre- 
'^^me.  Miss  Aubrey,  there  is  no  chance  of 
"iUTBeeingTeu  pass  into— ^Mrs.  Gammon  V 
^I  should  rather  think,  not^  Mr.  Run- 
'  Jtfn  jton,*»  the  leplM,  w\^  vofiLdeoX  \<s>^i- 


to  eooseivtt  wImI  ooald  pwtfilyhsi»:|< 
such  a  thinff  intoliis  bead." 

•«  Ceruinly,  Mr.  Roiuiingften,"  stiii  ib> 
brey,  *^I  oan  undertake  to  say  that  nyi^ 
ter  never  gave  him  any  enooaragerasBft.*' 

^  Encouragement  1-- Horrid  maa!**  » 
claimed  Miss  Aubrey,  with  ^[reat  vitaci^. 
**  I  could  never  bear  him — jtm  kaov  it, 
Charles— so  do  yea,  Airnee !"  Mr.  R» 
nington  made  no  further  ohservatioa  oa  tb 
subject,  though  his  thoughts  were  iviy 
busy;  be  was  satisfied  thai  be  was  bffi» 
ning  to  discover  a  clue  to  msch  of  Ga» 
men's  conduct:  for,  that  that  gvatieaa 
was  acting  with  profound  daplicity.  Ml 
Runnington  entertained  no  doubt  whattwr, 
and  he  resolved  to  wateh  bis  eve«^  noss 
connected  with  Mr.  Aubrey*  closely. 

•«  What  will  be  the  eaiiiest  period,"  t» 
quired  Mr.  Aubrey,  *«  at  which  Mr.  Tit* 
mooae,  if  so  disposed,  can  put  ia  tntti^ 
bond  given  to  the  late  Lady  Stratlofir* 

*«  As  soon  as  he  has  obtained  thefari 
of  letters  of  admbistration,  which  CMaoi 
take  place  till  the  end  of  fourteen  iip 
from  her  ladyship's  death — that  bekf  m 
difference,  as  you  are  aware,  betweta  iki 
powers  of  an  executor  and  an  Hm'^** 
tor." 


Mr.  Aobrey  sif^i^d,  and  made  ao  lefiH:  I 
while  Mr.  Runnington  looked  st  bin  v  | 
some  moments  in  ailenee,  as  if  dosbdiy 
whether  to  mentioii  acmietfainer  which  baio^ 
curred  to  him.  At  length— >«~Of  coarse,  Mr. 
Aubrey,"  he  commenced,  **ooe  dees  sil 
like  to  raise  groundless  hopes  or  feats;  ^ 
do  yon  know,  I  am  b^  no  means  Irw  frai 
doubts  as  to  the  reality  of  Lady  Smitifls'i 
intestacy— whether  the  draught  of  bersp' 
posed  will,  brought  to  her  by  Mr.  Paf&s* 
son,  could  not  hp  admitted  to  piehsir. 
Very — very  nice  questions,  as  you  bms|  h 
aware,  ofien  arise  out  of  cases  like  their! 
Since  seeing  you  this  morning,  1  have  wiii- 
ten  off  to  Mr.  Parkinson  for  full  and  prifss 
information  on  the  point;  andif  Igrtt 
satisfactory  answer,  with  your  cooMal  I 
,  will  certainlv  lodge  a  caveai  against  iki 
grant  of  titles  of  administration.  IVt 
would  bdeed  chedunate  themi  B^I 
have  very  slight  hopes,  indeed,  of  weeim 
such  an  answer  as  one  eoold  wish,"  Mm 
Mr.  Ruimington,  fearful  of  excitiiv  fiaidtfi 
expectations.  Shortly  afVerwardsMiss  At> 
brey,  who  had  appeared  for  some  litlls  tia* 
labouring  under  considetable  rTiitifiit 
addressing  her  brother,  said,  with  eiidiil 
embarrassmenv— *^  Charlea,  I  am  vciy 
iooS  to  mention.someth]ng  that  has  on 
to  me  of  a  very  aingular  nature,  if  yon 
\\%m  %\  \\\MKtv  to  do  ao :  and  I  shaQ  W 


fr^onfjfis^p^^  ^flA^. 


m 


im  MM-«i*qa«nteiioet,  rat  comd«r  se«B* 

tti4»d  to  disclose  what  I  allude  to/* 

'•Kato!  Kate!  what  iatbial  What  do 
i]foa  moant  You  quite  alarm  jne!*^  in- 
^^niied  ber  brother,  with  an  amaaed  air. 

**  Suppose  Mr.  Gammon^  on  the  ooeaaion 
i«f  bis  callvif^  upon  me,  which  has  been 
,l0O9i>tlj  mentioned,  Tolunteered  a  statement 
.of  a  very,  very  extiaordinaij  deecription— 
one  that  baa  .ever  since  cjuite  hautdtd  me, 
.day  and  nigbL  Mind,  Charles,  I  say  that, 
4li  the  first  instance,  be  vnhkntmtU  it,  only 
,«3q>ressing  aa  earnest  wish  that  I  should 
jnention  it  to  no  ope;  on  which  I  said  I 
:Sbottld  make  no  promise,  but  act  as  I  might 
itbink  proper;  and  after  my  savinf  this,  ne 
the  communication  lalluae  to.  Should 


I  be  at  liberty,'*  continued  Miss  Aubrey, 
eagerly  and  anxiously,  **now  to  disclose 
;wu4  he  told  mel  Lam  dying  to  do  it,  if  I 
i^may  honourably.'* 

^  My  dear  Rate,  I  leally  fear  you  are 
iPrandering— that  yon  ass  ov^l^came  with  the 
-mfferings  yon  have  gone  throu^jh  to-day,** 
iMud  ber  bn)th6rrte9M&rly,,aad  with  infij^te 
^epoeem« 

«*  Indeed,  Charles,  I  am  not,**  she  ai»- 
twrered,  with  great  eameetness. 

**Tben  I  am  of  opinion  that  yon  may 
^most  certainly  mention  any  thinff  so  com- 
.  mnnicated  to  you.  I  have  no  doubt,  Kate^'* 

•«  Nor  I,  Miss  Aubmy,**  added  Mr.  Run- 
.aiiigton,  eagerly ;  **  nay,  I  go  further :  with 
t  A  man  like  bimt  I  think  it  is  your  duty  to 

-  dUaolose  any  thing  be  jnay  have  said  to  you.** 

Miss  Anbiey  paused  a  few  moments,,  and 
I  (hen  mentioned  the  singular  circumstance 
( with  which  the  reader  is  already  acouainted, 
.  Bamely,  Mr.  Gammon*s  distinct  and  solemn 
^nssttianoe  to  ber,  that  he  possessed  the 
t  pewer  of  restoring  her  brother  to  the  pos- 
.aepaion  of  Yatton ;  and  that,  too,  bjr  legal 
and  honourable  means;  and  that,  if  Sie 
,  would  but  promise  to  receive  bim  as.  her 
snitor,  be  would  pledge  himself  to  replace 
;  them  ell  at  Yatton  before  claiming  the  per- 
.  fonnance  of  ber  nromise. 

Mr.  Aubrey,  Mrs.  Aubrey,  and  Mr.  Ran- 
;  BingtoOf  all  liatened  to  this  strange  story  in 
Mlenoe,  and  gaaed  in  astonishment  at  Miss 
iAobrey. 

*'  Forgive  me,  dear  madam,*^  said  Mr. 

rBwuMngtonf  at  length,  ezebangiiignn  incre* 

.  dulons  glan^  with  her  brother,  ^  if  I-*I— • 

express  a  doubt  whether  yon  are  not  laboor- 

-  log  nnder  a  eomplete  mtsconteption.*' 

'•Tis*uimossible,  Kate!**  added  her  bro* 

-  tlier;  bat  be  knew,  at  the  same  time,  his 
i  sistM's  stronj^  sense ;  and  .all  doubt  vanished 

.l»pth  from  bis  mind  and  that  of  Mr.  Run* 

Bington  on  ber  calmly  and  distinctly  re- 

«f  fHattng  what  aba  bad  Just  said  ;  giving  even 

^ibtffv^iccjMsasiooj  mfde  oae  of  by  Mr. 


Qa]iim«o«.»iid  .wbiobf^fbe  m^%  they  mMt 
easily  believe  had  made  a  very  deep  im- 
pr98sipn  on>ber  mind. 

**It*s  inconceivable!**  fxclaimed  hf 
brother,  afler  a  long  pause. 

**It*s  an  audacious  and. cruel  falsebpod, 
in  my  opinion,**  said  Mr.  Runiiington ;  %dA 
all  again  were  sUent  Then  he  hastily  rail 
his  eye  over  the  main  points  in  the  late  pro* 
ceediogs  by  which  Mr.  Aubrey  had  been 
ejected^ from  Yatton.  "Esther,**  he  con 
tinned,  after  a  pause,  **  he  is  a  gross  liar,  or 
is  labouring  under  insanitjr— -or  there  has 
been  shockmg,  atrocious  villany  practised 
against  you.  lif  he  be  in  his  senses,  and 
be  speaiting  the  truth-— gradous  Heaven! 
he  must  have  brought  forward  a  series  of 
perjured  witnesses  at  the  trial.** 

*^Did  be  drop  ai\y  hint,. Kate,. aa  to  the 
means  by  which  he  could  bring  about  sucb 
a  result  1**  inquired  her  brother,  after  a  long 

Sause,  during  which  he  too  had  been,  like 
fr.  Runnington,  rejecting  on. the  course 
of  proof  by  which  the  ease.of  lltmouse 
baa  been  suppoi^. 

**  No— not  the  remptost ;  of  that  I  amber* 
tain.  I  observed  that  particular;  though, 
shortly  afterwards,  I  was  so  overcome  oy 
what  he  had  said,  and  also  b v.  the  mannsr 
in  which  ^e  said  it,  that  I  fainted.  Mr. 
Gammon  must  have  carried  me  to. the  sofa; 
for  when  I  came  to  myself  I  was  lying 
there ;  though,  when  I  felt  mjf self  losiiig 
m^  consciousness,  I  was  standing  near  the 
window,  which  I  had  risen  to  open.** 

**It*s  the  most  amazing  thing  I  ever 
beard  |amy  life,  I  protest  T  exclaimed  Mr. 
Runnington,  thoughtfully :  while  Mr.  Au- 
brey rose  from  his  chair,  and  walked  a  ibw 
steps  to  and  fro,  obviously  labouring  under 
much  excitement. 

•«Kate,  Kate!**  said  he,  rather  vehe- 
mently, **you  should  have  told  me  th|8 
the  instant  that  you  next  saw  me  !** 

**  For  Heaven*8  sake,  be  calm,  dearest 
Charles  !**  cried  Mrs.  Aubrey,  herself  not 
a  little  a^tated  by  the  extraordinary  intel- 
ligence just  communicated  by  KatOy  for 
i&  first  time,  oven  to  Acr.  Poor  Miss  An- 
brey,  on  seeing .  tiie  way  in  wbich  her  com- 
munication had  been  received,  heartily  re- 
gretted having  mentioned  the  matter. 

*'  This  willrequire  very  great  conslderSi* 
tion,  Mr.  Aubrejr«  to  know  bow  to  de^l 
with  it,  and  with  Gammon,**  said  Mr 
Runnington.  **Iam  inclined  to  think,  at 
present,  thathe  would  hardly  have  ventur^ 
upon  so  outrageous  a  piece  of  fpHy*  ■• 
making  such  a  representation  as  this,  had 
there  been  no  foundation  for  it  in  fact;  aod 
yet,  I  am  quite  astonished  that  a  maskii^ 
acutiSt  so  «^giia\Vi  %(^l-^ww»a^%  ^^«^ 
1  luiVtt  10  qQifttPAuA  Va!maiB&  V  V^  TKM^^a^. 
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been  nnder  tome  great  exeitement  at  the 
moment.'* 

**  He  pertainly  was,  or  at  least  teemed 
a  good  d^  agitated  while  he  was  with  me/* 
quoth  Kate,  colouring  a  little. 

**  That  is  highly  probable,  Miss  Aubrey/* 
replied  Mry  Runnington,  with  a  faiHl  smile. 
**  It  must  hare  appeared  to  him  as  one  of 
the  most  likely  occurrences,  that  Miss  Au- 
brey should  mention  to  you,  Mr.  Aubrey, 
so  extraordinary  a  circumstai^ce !  It  is  very, 
very  difficult  to  imagine  Mr.  Gammon 
thrown  off  his  guard,  on  any  occasion." 
Then  ensued  an  anxious  and  prolonged  con- 
Tersation  on  the  subject,  in  which  many 
conjectures  were  made,  but  without  lead- 
ing to  any  satisfactory  issue ;  quite  a  new 
light  seemed  now  thrown  upon  all  his  past 
acts,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct. 
They  read  over  his  last  two  notes  with  new 
and  deep  interest,  on  the  supposition  that, 
while  writing  them,  he  was  conscious  of 
possessing  the  power  which  he  had  repre- 
sented. All  was  mystery.  Then  was  dis- 
cussed the  question,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
either  Mr.  Kunnington  or  Mr.  Auorey  ap- 
plying to  Mr.  Gammon  upon  the  subject — a 
step  which  was,  however,  postponed  for 
future  and  more  mature  consideration. 
Another  thina^  suggested  itself  to  Mr.  Au- 
brey, but  he  kept  it  to  himself: — should  he 
at  once  apprize  Mr.  Gammon  of  the  fact 
that  Kate  was  in  a  manner  unquestionably 
etagaffed  to  Mr.  Delamere,  and  so,  at  once 
and  forereT,  extinguish  all  hope  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Gammon  1 

The  evening,  however,  was  now  advanc- 
ing, and  Mr.  Runninston  pressed  upon 
Mr.  Aubrey  the  object  ne  had  chiefly  had 
in  view  in  calling.  It  was  to  prevail  on 
Mrs.  Aubrey  and  himself  to  accompany 
kim  that  evening  to  his  country-house, 
which  lay  in  the  direction  of  Richmond,  at 
about  six  miles*  distance  from  town,  and 
where,  for  a  brief  interval,  they  might  en- 
loy  a  respite  from  the  frightful  suspense  and 
danfirer  to  which  they  were  at  present  exposed 
in  Vivian  Street  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Kate 
most  earnestly  seconded  the  kind  importu- 
nities of  Mr.  Runnin^n ;  and,  after  con- 
siderable hesitation,  Mr.  Aubrey  consented 
It  was  accordingrly  arransed,  that.  Mi. 
Runnington*s  camajre  not  being  in  town, 
ha  should  return  within  an  hour  with  a 

f  lass-coach ;  and  that,  during  the  ensuing 
ay,  Mrs.  Runnington  should  drive  to  town 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  back  with  her 
Miss  Aubrey,  and  little  Charles  and  Agnes. 
This  having  been  determined  upon;  Mr. 
i2*f nnjngton  quitted  them,  "Ototmsvtv^  to  te-  ^ 

turn  within  an  hour,  whenna  Vvo^«5  \o  ^tk^\\o  v^'^tiX'wl  «ir».^, 
hem  ready  to  start,  mud  w\u\yv^  ^ot  %\    *^VKit^^Vs^^\:K.>^w«,56^^fc,a.tdL\ifs 
Neral  days*  ftojoam.    Ab  soon  aft  V^  >aL^ii\tiAssk>M>r  ^<^  ¥i^  ^^wmmha^^^^ 


left  the  house,  Mr.  Anbrej**  stfujifas  %•• 

S\n  to  revive :  it  appeared   to  hia,  fkn 
ongh  it  might  be  for  a  short  time  onlj, 
still  It  was,  in  effect,  an  abseoodinfr  km 
his  creditors ;  and  there  is  no  knowMj^  Wl 
t^iat  his  fastidious   scruples,  his  ddmM 
sense  of  rectitude,  might  have  led  him  siWi 
all  to  send  off  Mrs.  Aabrey  alone,  wlua, 
poor  soul !  he  was  spared   the  trial  bT  as 
incident  which  occurred  about  half  as  wm 
after  Mr.  Runnington'*   depaitsre.    Mn. 
Aubrey  was  sitting  in   the  parioor  b  ii»> 
veiling  dress,  fondling   little  Agnes,  wti 
talking  earnestly  to  Kate  about  the  mssags* 
ment  of  the  two  child n  o,  and  other  raatten; 
while  Mr.  Aubrey,  also  ready  to  sivt,  wai 
in  the  study,  selecting  a  book  or  two  to  tab 
with  him,  when  a  heavy  single  knock  at  tb 
door,   unaccompanied    by    the  soiuid  «f 
coach-wheels,  nearly  paralysed  all  thrae  «f 
them.    Suffice  it  to  say,  that  within  a  fev 
minutes*  time   the  wretched  sod  alaioil 
heart»broken  Aubrey  was  a  secood  tine  fai 
custody,  and  at  the  suit  of  'rittlebst  1^^ 
mouse,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  for  the  priocipsl  mm 
of  ten  thousand  pounds,  and  intereH  fm 
twelve  months,  at  the  rate  of  five  possdi 
per  centum  per  afmum*     The   agodtiif 
scene  which  ensued  I  shall  leave  esiireiy 
to  the  reader's  imagination— -observing  oaly, 
that  the  two  minions  of  the  law  into  vImnb 
hands  Aubrey  had  now  fallen,  seemed  to> 
tally  indifferent  to  the  anguish  they  wi^ 
nessed.     The    chief  was    a    weil-kaovs 
sheriff's  officer— one  Vice;  short,  ^  bloil> 
ed;    deeply  pitted    with  the    smaH-poi; 
close-cut  blacK  hair,  almost  as  cosrsa  ai 
that  of  a  hog;  while  the  expression  of  hii 
featares  was  at  once  callous  and  insoloA 
Aubrey  perceived  at  a  glance  that  hebd 
no  constaeration  or  mercy  to  expect  at  dv 
hands  of  such  a  man  as  this ;  and  the  Ibl- 
low  er  very  much  resembled  his  master. 

"  You're  my  prisoner,  sir,"  said  Via, 
walking  up  to  Aubrey,  and  with  an  air  if 
matterK>f-fact  brutality  taking  hold  of  hii 
collar  with  one  hand,  while  in  the  other  b 
h*»ld  his  warrsnt.  *^  If  von  like  to  dap  t 
peat-coat  on,  as  it's  getting  late,  you  waj; 
but  the  sooner  you're  off  out  of  the  way  «f 
all  this  here  noise,  the  better-— I  shocdJ 
say." 

«•  For  God's  sake,  wait  for  a  few  missM 
— I  have  a  friend  coming,**  said  Asbey, 
-his  wife  clinging  to  hb  arm* 

•«  D— d  if  1  wait  a  moment,  tfai^'s  Ustf* 

auoth  Vice,  glancing  at  the  two  boxes  a 
\e  passa((e,  and  guessine  from  them,  wd 
the  travelling  dress  of  Mrs.  Aubrpy,  iksl 
he  hsd  arrived  just  at  tlie  very  nick  of  i ' 
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k^f  her  hands—  bnt  the  might  as  well  have  t 
UddivBsed  a  blaeksmith^s  aoTil  as  either  of 
Ihe  men  who  were  now   masters  of  her 
ioom**d  brother^s  person. 

**^ris  useless,  Kate*-*tis  in  Tain,  my 
lore  !**  Said  he,  with  a  melancholy  air;  and 
turning  to  Vice,  who,  with  his  compa- 
nion, stood  at  only  a  few  inches*  distance 
l^om  him — ^'  perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to 
write  down  the  address  of  the  place  you  are 
•akme  Rie  tol**  he  inquired,  somewhat 
«temW. 

**  Write  away  then,  and  make  baste;  for, 
write  or  no  write,  you're  off  !•• 

Mr.  Aubrey  hastily  wrote  down  in  pencil, 
tot  Mr.  Runniogton,  ''Vice — Squeezum 
Court,  Gary  street,  LincolnVInn  Fields;'* 
and  then,  having  hastily  drawn  on  his  great 
Mat — without  taking  with  him  even  a 
•hange  of  linen— (for  Vice  would  seem  to 
bsTe  got  the  idea  of  a  rescue  into  his  head, 
•nd  was,  besides,  anxious  to  run  not  the 
least  risk  with  a  ten  thtfunand  pound$  debtor) 
—tore  himself  from  the  frenzied  embrace  of 
his  wife  and  sister,  *and  quitted  the  house. 
Viee  had  refused  even  to  let  his  man  go 
in  quest  of  a  hackney-coach,  or  to  wait 
while  Kanny  ran  for  one ;  and  the  moment 
tihey  had  got  into  the  street,  the  criea  of 
Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Kate  yet  ringinor  in  Mr. 
Aubrey's  ears.  Vice  put  his  arm  with  rough 
Ihmiliarity  into  that  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  direct- 
ing his  follower  to  do  the  same,  and  in  this 
•tyle  they  hurried  Mr.  Aubrey  along  the 
whole  of  the  distance  between  ViTian  Street 
and  Squeesum  Court ;  he  uttering  not  one 
dngle  word — but  his  heart  almost  bursting. 
Vice  had  recei?ed  his  instructions  from  Mr. 
Spitfire,  who  was  a  very  dashing  prac- 
titioner, and  perf«H)tly  well  knowing  the 
Talue  c^  every  day  towards  the  close  of 
term,  had  got  his  affidavit  of  debt  prepared 
and  ready  sworn,  and  every  thing  m  leadi- 
aeas,  even  before  the  nile  had  been  made 
absolute  against  Mr.  Gammon.  As  the 
two  eaptore  and  their  prize— a  gentleman 
between  two  ruffians— passed  at  a  smart 
race  along  the  streets,  they  attracted  consi- 
derable attention;  now  and  then,  oven  a 
little  crowd  would  follow  them  for  half  the 
length  of  the  street.  Once  Mr.  Aubrey 
eaught  the  words — **  Poor  fellow !  Forgery, 
ae  doubt— he*s  a  dead  man  in  a  month  !** 

yioe*a  lock-up  was,  though  similar  in  Its 

Eneral  appearance,  yet  of  a  much  inferior 
seription  to  that  of  Grab,  h  was  smaller 
iiid  meaneT.  They  reached  it  a  little  aiVer 
eight  o*cloek. 

*\  Are  yon  for  the  parlour,  or  the  common 
nxMnV*  inquired  Vice,  as  soon  as  they  had 
anlered  the  hoase. 

••Which  yon  pleaaei**  replied  Aubrey, 
faiekif  nad  gloomily* 


**  PV*«»a.  yon*4  belter  ahew  the  gemmaa 
up-stairs,**  said  the  follower,  hesitatingly, 
to  his  master. 

**  You  pay  extra  up-atairs,'*  qaoth  Viee  | 
««  which  shall  it  be  r* 

«*  1  have  no  money,  sir,  to  spare— I  know 
your  extortionating** 

**  O,  come  along  then  !**  replied  Vice,  ia* 
solently ;  and  in  a  minute  or  two  Mr.  Aa> 
brey  found  himself  in  a  tolerably  large,  bm 
low  room,  at  the  back  of  the  house,  lit  by 
three  or  four  candles.  There  were  some 
ten  or  twelve  persons  in  it,  who  were  smol^ 
ing,  drinking,  reading  the  newspapeit, 
playing  at  cards,  dice,  pitch-farthing,  and 
so  forth.  All  seeme^in  good  spirits,  and 
suspended  for  a  moment  their  various  occa* 
pations  to  scrutinize  the  new  comer— on 
whom  the  door  was  in  a  twinkling  closed 
and  locked. 

**  Now,  sir.  Just  in  time  to  cut  in,**  said 
a  thin,  pale  man,  stepping  briskly  up  to  him 
from  a  table  at  which  he  and  two  othera  had 
just  began  to  play  a  rubber.  *'  Now,  air,** 
he  continued,  m  a  confident  tone,  working 
the  edges  of  the  cards  rapidly  through  hS 
fingers  with  the  air  of  an  adept,  and  thaa 
proffering  the  pack  to  Mr.  Aubrey. 

'*  1  do  not  play,**  replied  Aubrey,  in  a 
low  tone. 

**  Better  take  a  card— drive  dull  can 
away :  yoo*ll  be  deviliah  dull  here  withouf 
play  of  aome  sort.** 

*«  I  do  not  plav,  sir— I  certainly  ahal* 
not,**  repeated  Mr.  Aubrey,  somewhat  pe 
reraptorily. 

*'0n1y    half-crown   points— can*t    hurt 
ou,**  he  continued,  witn  a  flippant  air;  wad 

r.  Aubrey  walked  from  him  with  an  aJt 
of  disgust  towards  another  partof  the  room. 

•«  You*re  a  liar!**  said  one  of  two  men 
playing  at  drafts,  to  the  other,  a  dispoir 
having  arisen  about  the  game  aa  Mr.  An 
brey  passed  them. 

**  You*re  a  cheat!**  was  the  answer;  on 
which  the  man  so  addressed  suddenly  and 
violently  flung  a  half-empty  tambler  of 
brandy  and  water  at  the  other :  it  took  effect 
on  the  forehead  of  his  companion,  who  fblU 
stunned,  from  his  chair;  on  which  theT» 
was  a  general  rush  towards  the  spot.  In. 
the  mi<&t  of  this  sickening  scene  the  doof 
was  opened  by  Vice— 

«« Hollo— what's  the  matter  1**  aaid  he 
locking  tlie  door  after  him,  and  coming  of 
to  the  ffroup  round  the  (alien  and  miseffable 
man  wno  had  been  struck. 

•'Who  did  it?**  cried  he,  fieioely,  as 
catchinf^  nsht  of  the  prostrate  man. 

**  I  did,*^answered  the  perpetrator  ef  Um 
outrage ;  •*  he  called  me  a.  ch«^v.** 

**  You  did  r  <v^olXiNVQfa,%xA^W!^i  ^»a 
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Kffiht;  ahfl'  fofc!h?l)!m,  despite 'his  atrug- 
^fingf  down  to  w  tioor,  when  he  put  one 
knee  on  his  breast,  and  then  shook  nim  till 
M  began  to  get  black  in  the  face. 

M  D ^n  it.  Vice,  don't  murder  hiqa,** 

CfirM  one  of  the  byatanders— all  of  whom 
•eemed  disposed  to  interfere;  but  at  this 
voint,  the  man  who  had  been  struck,  and 
had  been  lying  for  some  minutes  motion- 
lees,  suddenly  began  to  dash  about  his  arms 
9Ad  leffs  convulsively ;  for  he  had  fallen  into 
i  fit  of  epilepsy,  llie  attention  of  all  pre- 
sent was  now  ahaorbed  by  this  one  dreadful 
figure ;  and  the  man  whom  Vice  had  quit^ 
Ira,  rose  flushed  and  breathless  from  the 
lk>or,  and  looked  with  a  fkce  of  horror  upon 
the  victim  of  his  ungovernable  passions. 

•*  I  must  get  a  doctor,"  quoth  Vice, "  pre- 
iently,**  approaching  the  door;  and  in  pass- 
ing Mr.  Aubrey,  who  sat  down,  looking 
exceedingly  agitated — •'  O,  here  you  are !" 


iaid  he;  '^come  along  with  me.** 

**  r  hope  this  poor  man  wiH  be  properly 
attended  to.** 

"That's  my  look-oiit,  not  yours,**  replied 
Vice,  rudely :  "come  you  along  with  me  :** 
ind,  unlocking  the  door,  he  motioned  out 
Mr.  Aubrey,  and,  after  sending  off*  a  man 
§oi  a  surgeon,  led  Mr.  Aubrey  into  a  kind 
of  office,  where  he  was  instantly  clasped  by 
l6e  hands  by  Mr.  Runnington,  who  had 
been  there  some  five  minutes.  He  looked 
like  an  angel  in  the  eyes  of  Mr.  Aubrey, 
who  returned  his  cordial  pressure  with  con- 
vulsive energy,  but  in  silence;  for  his 
shocked  and  overcharged  feelings  forbade 
Bim  utterance.  Mr.  Runnington  looked 
botfi  annoyed  and  distressed ;  Tor  Vice  had 
i^sed  to  discharge  his  prisoner  on  Mr. 
Runidngton's  undertaking,  telling  him,  the 
0om  was  a  trifle  too  large  for  running  any 
liftk ;  akid,  in  short,  he  peremptorily  refused 
to  do  it  without  a  written  authority  from  the 
under-sheriff*;  and  added,  he  knew  it  was 
useless  for  Mr.  Runnington  to  make  the  ap- 
plicadon ;  for  they  had  only  a  few  montns 
Defore  been  **Iet  in"  for  800/.  in  that  same 
Way;  *<8o  that  Mr.  Runnington  had  better," 
•aid  Vice, "  be  looking  aner  a  good  bail- 
bond.**  In  a  word,  Vice  wa$  inexorable ; 
and  a  Mnt  of  the  possibility  of  Mr.  Aubrey's 
ttght  to  the  continent,  dropped  by  Mr.  Spit- 
fire to  the  under-sheriflT,  had  caused  tnat 
functionary  to  advise  Vice  "to  look  sharp 
ifter  his  bird." 

^  At  all  events,  let  Mr.  Aubrey  be  shown 
into  yourps^our.  Vice,"  said  Mr.  Running- 
tan,  ^  ana  I  will  settle  with  you  when  I  re- 
tora.  I  am  just  going  to  the  office,  to  see 
irhat  I  can  do  with  Mr.  RvdVe^ ."  ^    .  %  ^^^t*  «.* 

**It*a  no  manner  of  uacvatvd,  W\^c^\^\V  ^^^ 

t^  ten  to  one  you  don*l  caicYvVAiux  W^Vwerj^ 

f«iie  to  Clapham  b^  "^  ^^^  "*  --***  ^iwAtv^.^ 


looking  up  at  the  duskj  Dotrh  fAockvm 
the  fireplace.  But  Mr.  Runmngton  wn 
not  to  be  so  easily  discouraged*  and  8tail4 
off  on  his  friendly  errand  ;  on  which  Vin 
led  Mr.  Aubrey  up-staira  into  bis  **  pariou,* 
telling  him,  as  they  went  up-stairs,  thai 
there  were  only  two  other  **gentleawa" 
there,  and  so,  **■  them  three  cwiud  make  il 
comfortable  to  one  another  if  they  liked** 
Vice  added,  that  as  he  had  only  one  double 
beddfid  room  at  liberty,  they  must  agm 
among  themselves  which  should  sleep  ca 
the  sofa— or  perhaps  take  it  by  tarns. 

On  entering  the  parloar,  two  figures  wm 
visible;  one,  that  of  a  tall,  paU^  emaciate^ 
gendemanl  V  person  of  about  forty,  who  Ity 
on  the  80»,  languidly  smoking  a  cifsii 
more,  apparently,  to  assuage  pain  than  kg 
the  purpose  of  mere  indulgence.  The  oAm 
was  a  portly  ffray-haired  man,  appamii| 
about  fifW,  ana  also  of  gentlemanly  appeu* 
anoe.  He  was  standing  with  his  back  M 
the  fireplace,  one  hand  thrust  into  his  witi^ 
coat,  and  the  other  huldins  a  tumbler,  wkkh 
he  raised  to  his  lips  aa  v  ice  entered,  ssi 
having  drained  it,  requested  him  to  r^leaiA 
it.  *Twas  the  third  tumbler  of  strung  bfi» 
dy  and  water  that  eveninff  that  he  hM  jaU 
despatched ;  and  his  reaUesa  and  animiM 
eye  and  voluble  utterance,  testified  to  tki 
influence  of  what  he  had  been  drinking.  Oi 
Vice's  retiring,  this  gentleman  he^fUi  toad* 
dress.  Mr.  Aubrey  in  a  rapid  and  SumevlNl 
incoherent  strain,  telling  him  of  the  aeei* 
dent  which  had  that  morning  be&lleo  hiiad 
for  that  Vice  had  laid  his  rough  hand  sM 
him  just  as  he  was  embarking  in  an  India- 
man,  off  Black  wall,  to  bid  farewell  to  tbif 
**  cursed  country"  forever.  This  man  bad 
been  a  great  merchant  in  the  city,  and  for  t 
series  of  ^ears  universally  respected.  Ht 
had  mamed  a  fashionable  wi&,  and  their 
ambition  and  absurd  extravagance,  coa* 
bined  with  losses  unquestionably  origtaatii{| 
in  a  want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  im 
mercantile  connections,  oocasiooed  soldy 
by  his  ostentation,  irregularitiea,  and  iaal^ 
tention  to  buainess,  drove  him  to  gaodUiai 
speculations.  Unfortunate  there,  be  looE 
to  courses  of  downright  diahooeety;  svnl- 
ing  himself  of  his  character  and  power  ai 
trastee,  executor,  and  otherwise,  to  dn^^ 
out  of  the  funds,  from  time  to  tina,  rm 
large  sums  of  money,  to  the  ntler  mta  cf 
some  twenty  or  thirty  uufortunale  fiuailiaib 
whose  deceased  relativfas  had  <|aitted  Kii 
with  implicit  confidence  in  his  integtilj* 


The  jguilty  splendour  thoa    secured  hM 
lasted  for  some  few  yeaia,  when  aa 


dent  set  him  suddenly  wronr.     A  beaaliM 


to  one  you  don*l  caicYvVAmx  WaVww^  WicATv^^^niV^siRi^^cw^^ 
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to  for  tlie  immediate  eettltxMBt  of  ber 
iroperty.  The  vkxi  morning  he  had  stop- 
ml  payment;  Mincing  Lane  was  in  a  fei^ 
uent — aatonishment  prevailed  at  the  Ex- 
ibange.  **Who  could  have  thought  it!" 
aid  e?eTybody.  He  was  nowhere  to  be 
leen  or  heard  of.  But  at  length  intelligence 
if  hia  moYemeots  having  been  obtained  by 
HIS  of  hia  numerous  distracted  victimst  led 
K>  his  apprehension  in  the  way  that  has 
Men  already  mentioned.  Of  all  this,  Mr* 
iubrey,  of  course,  could  know  nothing;  but, 
ftSTerthelesst  he  was  somewbat  struck  with 
Ihe  man*8  countenance  and  manner:  but 
irith  what  awful  interest  would  Mr.  Aubrey 
^▼e  regarded  him,  had  he  known  that  the 
niserabie  being  before  him  had  determined 
npon  self-destruction,  and  that  within  ten 
jays*  time  he  would  actually  accomplish 
l^is  frightful  purpose !— For  he  was  found  in 
tied,  a  ffhastJy  object,  with  his  bead  almost 
^▼eredfrom  his  hody. 

In  the  other— a  ruined  i^ou^Mr.  Aubrey 
iras  infiniteW  shocked  at  presently  recog- 
lising  the  raatures  of  one  whom  he  hui 
ilighuy  known  at  Oxford.  This  was  a 
member  of  an  ancient  and  honourable  fa- 
nilT,  and  born  to  a  priiicely  fortune,  which 
^0  bad  totallv  dissipated  in  every  conceiTa- 
ble  mode  of  extravagance  and  profligacy, 
^th  at  home  and  abroad,  and  with  it  had 
Uso  ruined  his  constitution.  He  had  taken 
honours  at  Oxford,  and  was  expected  to 
bave  been  very  eminent  in  Parliament. 
But  at  college  his  tendency  to  profligacy 
capidly  developed  itself.  He  became  noto- 
rious tor  his  debaucheries,  and  made  osten- 
totion  of  his  in&delity.  He  had  returned 
Brom  France  only  a  few  dajrs  before,  in  an 
idvanced  stage  of  consumption;  and,  having 
been  pounced  upon  br  one  of  his  numerous 
ijifuriate  creditors,  hither  he  had  been 
ktrottght  the  evenilBg  before,  and  would  be, 
Ibe  next  morning,  lodged  in  the  Fleet,  as 
be  eould  procure  no  bail;  and  there  he 
might,  possibly,  live  till  he  could  apply  to 
lake  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  act  f  He 
at  len^h  recognised  Mr.  Aubrey ;  and  rais^ 
iog  himself  up  on  the  sofa,  extended  his 
wasted  hand  to  Mr.  Aubrey,  who  shook  it 
kindly,  much  shocked  at  his  appearance. 
What  a  marvellous  difference  between  the 
qhanctera  of  these  two  men  I 

Aller  about  half-an-hour*s  absence,  Mr. 
Rannington  returned,  mnch  dispirited.  Mr. 
Ridley  was  not  to  be  found;  and,  conse- 
ipientTy,  Mr.  Aobr^  must  remain  in  his 
wretched  quartern  all  night,  and  till  proba- 
bly an  advanced  period  of  the  ensuing  day 
•7^11,  in  short,  Mr.  Runnington  bad  obtain- 
ii  yesponsible  sureties  for  bis  putting  in  bail 
lo  the  action.  Having  whispered  a  few 
mnh  to  Mf'Aiibmjm  Ibo  Myoiniog  ioom« 


and  slipped  a  five-pooiid  onto  iaio  Ub  kaad^ 
Mr.  Runnington  took  his  leave,  pledging 
himself  to  lose  not  one  moment  in  proevring 
his  release;  and  charged  with  innamMabJ^ 
fond  expressions  to  Mjb.  Anbrey,  to.Kals^ 
and  to  bis  children,  to  whom  Mr.  Roimin^ 
ton  promised  to  go  that  night. 

**  This  is  almoat  the  bitterest  moment  ofi 
my  life,''  faltered  poor  Aubrey ;  **  it  is;  veiyk  ^ 
bard  to  bear  !'*  ana  he  wrung  Mr.  Runnings 
ton's  hand,  that  gentleman  being  almoat  ati 
much  aflfected  as  his  truly  unfortuaate  clh 
ent;  who,  however,  on  hieing  left  by  Mr* 
Runnington,  felt  grateful  inoeed  to  tho  Al^ 
mighty  for  so  powerful  and  invaluable,  ai 
friend. 

Neither  Mr.  Aubrey  nor  B&.  Sogaeralle 
«-that  was  the  name  of  his  early  acquainlU 
ance-— quitted  the  sitting-room  during  thi^ 
whole  of  the  night;  but  as  their  eompaaioqi 
retired  early  to  the  adjoining  reom,  and-  tm^ 
mediately  fell  into  a  heavy  sleep,  they  al 
length  entered  into  conversation  togetbei— • 
convenation  of  a  melancholy,  but  deeplyr 
interesting,  and,  I  may  even  add,instnictivair 
character.  Mr.  Aubr^'s  notes  of  it  are  byk 
me;  but  I  will  not  nsk  fatimung  the  tn^ 
dulgent  resder's  attention.  When,  the  cbiilv 
gray  morning  broke,  it  found  the  two  pri<^ 
Sonera  still  in  eameat  conversation;  bni 
shortly  afterwards  nature  yielded,  and  thej^ 
both  rell  asleep ;  Mr.  Aubrey  with  an  bum- 
ble and  fervent  inward  prayer,  commending, 
those  dear  beings  who  were  absent,  to  tmt 
protection  of  Heaven,  and  imploring  it  alai^ 
for  himself. 

Immediately  on  quitting  Mr.  Aubrey,  Mi* 
Runnington,  according  to  his  promise,  weni 
direct  to  Vivian  Street  and  the  scene  wiiiek 
he  had  endeavpiired  to  prepare  (at  coeonn«i 
tering,  on  their  finding  him  return  nnaccooH 
panied  by  Mr.  Aubrey,  was  indeed  mosft 
overpowerinff  to  his  feelinffs,  and  heaiV 
rending.  Alas !  how  confidently  had  tbe|i 
reckoned  upon  an  issue  similar  to  thai 
which  had  so  happily  occurred  in  the  mom^ 
ing.  Twas  the  fint  time*-lhe  very  flrsl 
time  since  their  troubles,  that  Mr.  aoA 
Mn.  Aubrey  had  been  separated  fov  oag 
single  night.  And  he  was  now  the  inmate 
pf  a  prison !  Mra.  Aubrey  and  Kale  sat  u|i 
the  livelong  nighl^-a  memorable  and  miaap^ 
nble  night  to  them-— counting  hour  aft«« 
hour,  whose  flight  waa  announced  by  tb«k 
neighbouring  chureh  dock.  Thair  eyeft 
were  awollen  with  weeping,  and  tb^ 
Uurobbbg  temples  ached,  as,  at  the  fira^ 
glimpse  of  dull  daybreak,  thef  drew  &wii| 
uie  parlour  cuitain  and  threw  open  the  wian 
dow.  Tbey  were,  iadeed,  with  aooit  tS* 
old,  weary  tf  wa/db'ng. 

Ho^  ViuXe  \\vn  >9Bkw\^v-^^^\<^a^^«»lk 
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Kad  hmn  in  the  iUHp[hboQrhood  frora  ta 
curly  ho«r  in  the  e^enin^  till  a  late  hour  of 
Ike  night!  Mr.  Runnington  had  twice 
feaeed  him  without  obaerratien ;  and  Gam- 
aoB  having  witneaaed,  from  a  little  die- 
lanoe,  the  eruel  indignity  which  had  been 
inflicted  upon  Aubrey,  by  dragging  him, 
nice  a  felon,  along  the  streeta,  walked  to 
nnd  fro  in  the  adjoining  atreeta  till  long  after 
Mr.  Ronnington'a  final  departure,  unable  to 
Muater  reaolution  enough  to  call  at  the  houae, 
though  he  had  once  or  twice  paueed  oppo* 
■ite  the  door.  His  heart  failed  him,  how- 
tver,  altogether,  and,  finally  abandoning  his 
InteNtion,  he  returned  to  hia  chambera,  dia- 
•ppointed  and  haraaeed. 

About  midday,  thanka  to  the  energetic 
Iriendahip  of  fi(r.  Runnington,  and  the 
jpromptitode  of  thoae  whose  names  had  been 
given  to  him  by  Mr.  Aubrey,  he  made  hia 
appearance  in  Vivian  Street  He  aaw  Mra. 
Aubrey  and  Kate  aa  he  passed,  sitting  at 
Ihe  window,  anxiously  on  the  lookout. 
They  also  aaw  htm,  sprang  to  the  door,  and 
•pening  it  while  he  was  in  the  act  of  knock- 

Sf  they  were  inatantly  locked  in  each 
er*a  embrace.  He  looked  pale  and  ha- 
laaaed,  certainly ;  but  Hwas  he,  the  beloved 
linabaiid  and  brother :  Providence  had  per- 
mitted them  once  more  to  meet!  All  tneir 
weent  panga  were  for  a  moment  forgotten 
•od  drowned  in  the  overflowing  joy  of  such 
•  reunion.  He  was  already  sufficiently 
Mbdued ;  but  when  he  heard  tlie  footsteps 
ef  his  ishildren  pattering  rapidly  down- 
■taira.  and  heard  tneir  little  voicea  continu- 
ally, and  in  eager  accents  exclaim,  ^  Papa ! 
■ly  papa!  where  iapapa!^  and  when  they 
nui  up  to  him,  and  he  felt  their  little  arma 
voaMl  bis  neck,  then  he  waa  overpowered ; 
Ida  lip  i|oivered  convulsively,  and  he  could 
sot  remni  from  burating  into  teara.  O, 
Hwaa  HOMB,  poor  oppresseid  soul !  after  all, 
Id  which  Providence  had  permitted  him  to 
pelnm,  and  where  he  aaw  himaelf  aoddenly 
Mrrounded  by  thoae  precious  objects  of  hia 
Madivided  and  unutterable  love!  Indeed, 
^Mne  he  was  thankfiil ;  hia  heart— «11  their 
llearta,  overflowed  with  gratitude. 

Towaida  the  evening,  they  received  a 
Tiait  from  Mr.  and  Mra.  Neville,  who  were 
faifinitely  ahocked  on  hearing  of  the  eventa 
flf  the  laal  few  daya,  and  of  which  they  bad 
aal  had  the  alightest  intimation,  living,  aa 
tkey  did,  at  ao  great  a  distance,  and  not 
iMivtng  teen  their  frienda  the  Aobreya  for 
•averal  weeka.  Poor  aoula !  they  aiao  had 
Aeir  troubles:  'twas  wonderful  how  they 
•ontrived  to  exist  upon  the  paltry  pittance- 
ibcainad  by  hia  mtniaterial  duttea;  but  they 
tame  ever  with  c\ieeTMiwa»— «mSSM.\»^ 
nd  nheMng  eheuColiiesa:  \Xia^  tif««  \iV\T«i»s«% 


life  aeemed  deatined  Co  vrovetothea^ltf 
had  alm'aya  •  comfot  table  word  (or  thdr 
weaiy  feflow-pilgrima.  What  a  hum 
evening  they  paaaed  together!  Poor li» 
ville  waa  in  high  apirita ;  for  an  article  «f 
hia,  full  of  profound  reaearchea  and  dehaa 
criticiam,  which  had  cost  him  a  great dni 
of  labour  to  [Prepare,  had  at  length  beea  i^ 
copied  by  the  eaitor  of  a  claaaical  and  eedr 
siastical  Review,  who  had  forwarded  toUa 
a  check  for  ten  guineaa.  Mr.  Anbrey  e«U 
scarce  refrain  from  leara,  when  the  sio^ 
minded  and  generoua  Neville  prcsasd  om 
him  the  acceptance  of,  at  least,  the  hall  of 
theae,  the  unexpected  proceedaof  his  sefai 
toil.  While  they  were  thua  aitting  togelka, 
in  eager  and  delightful  eonveraation,  tkat 
came  a  knock  to  &e  door,  whieh,  as  naj  h 
eaaily  believed,  a  little  disturbed  themaH: 
but  it  proved  to  be  a  gentlenian  wbo  adkd 
for  Miss  Aubrey ;  and  on  her  reauesttn;  Ua 
to  come  forward,  who  ahonld  it  be  bat  it 
*'  gentleman**  of  my  Lord  de  la  Zooph;  «4 
while  the  colour  mounted  into  her  cheit 
and  her  heart  fluttered ,  he  placed  ia  im 
hands  a  packet,  which  had  just 
the  Continent. 

They  all  inaiated  on  having  it 
then  and  there;  and  in  a  few  minntei*  M^ 
behold,  their  eager,  admiring  eyes  wmi 
fastened  by  the  sight  of  a  moat  superb  d» 
mond  necklace— and  at  the  bottom  of  it 
case  was  a  small  card— which  Kate,blaib^ 
ing  violently,  thniat  into  her  boeooi,  ii 
»ptte  of  all  Mra.  Aubrey^a  eflBarta.  TIm» 
was  a  lonff  letter,  addreaaed  to  Mj.  Aabift. 
from  Lord  de  la  Zouch,  who,  with  IMf 
de  la  Zouch,  had  been,  for  aome  weeks,  il 
Paria— and  one  firom  her  ladyship  to  Kali; 
and,  from  its  bulky  appearance,  *twas  ev^ 
dent  either  that  Lady  de  la  Zooch  BMrt 
have  written  her  a  prodigiooaly  long  leCM^ 
or  encloaed  one  to  her  from  9ome  one  dht 
They  aaw  Kate's   uneasineas  aboat  tkii 


letter,  and  considerately  forbore  to  rally  hv 
upon  it.  Poor  girl !— she  burst  Into  IMI 
when  she  lookf^  at  the  gliitering  titika 
which  had  been  presented  to  her— «if  i» 
fleeted  that  its  cost  would  probably  be  bmio 
than  would  sufllce  to  aupport  her  biodar 
and  hia  family  for  a  oonple  of  years.  Bm 
heart  yearned  towarda  them,  and  she  loagoi 
to  convert  her  ^lendid  preaent  Into  a  fbia 
that  ahould  minister  to  their  necesHtiM. 
While  touching  upon  thia  part  of  my  tea* 
tory — ^which  I  alwaya  approach  with  d^ 
dent  reluctance,  aa  matter  too  delicalstobo 
handled  before  the  pablie— I  most  aov» 
theleaa  pauae  for  a  moment,  and  apprito  ftr 
reader  of  one  or  two  little  rlrrumifiaiii 
\M^Qi%t«lbQA«ia^to  the  main  coaiaaaf  Ai 


Tiff  THOQSAMII  A   FKAIt 


>,  in  th^  coarse  of  making  Um  mnal 
tonr  of  Kurope,  and  wai  not  f^zpected  4o  le- 
JWD  to  England  for  tome  months-^porhapa 
«w  a  year.  But. before  qaitting  England 
he  bad  laid  eloee  aiege  to  Kate  Aabiey ; 
•nd  bad,  indeed,  obtained  from  her  a  pn>- 
Biiae,  that  if  ever  ahe  became  any  one'a 
"Wife,  it  should  be  his.  That  their  engage- 
■Mnt  was  sanctioned  moat  cordiaUy  by  Lord 
•nd  Lady  de  la  Zouch — two  persona  of  aa 

Sneroas  and  noble  a  spirit  as  broatbed  in 
9  world— muat  have  been  long  ago  abun- 
dantly manifest  to  the  reader;  and  they  did 
■ot  tlie  less  appieciate  the  value  of  the  prize 
Mcured  by  their  son,  beeause  of  the  prbud 
nd  delicate  aenae  Miss  Aubrey  manifeated 
«  the  peculiarly  trying  position  in  which 
neatood  with  relation  to  them.    Kate's 
own  notion  upon  the  subject  waa  somewhat 
indefinite,  ahe  having  resolved  not  to  listen 
to  any  proposal  for  a  union  with  Delameie, 
nntil  her  unfortunate  brother's  affaire  had 
••wmed  a  more  cheering  and  aatisfactory 
aapect;  and  that  might  not  be  for  some 
ysara  to  come.    If  she  replied  to  the  letter 
ftom  Delamere,  encloaed  by  Lady  de  la 
^ch,  and  reply  she  must,  to  acknowledge 
ma  brilliant  present,  it  would  be  the  firat 
latter  ahe  had  ever  written  to  him,  which 
will  account,  in  a  meaaore,  for  her  erabar- 
««Mment.    And  though  all  of  them  kept  up 
•  correspondence  with  Loid  and  Lady  de  la 
SSooch — ^from  obvious  conaiderattona  of  ho- 
nourable delicacy  and  pride,  they  never  gave 
the  slightest  intimation  of  the  dreadful  praa- 


thooglit  it  woith  while,  to  anawer— d  Ut 
leisure.  Gueaa  the  emotiona  of  lively  n^ 
titude,  of  deep  reapeet,  with  which  he  m» 
ruaed  the  following;-- 

Lincoln*!  Ina. 

^Mt  dkar   sir:— You  have   once  or 
twice,  lately,  been  so  kind  as  to  ezpieaa 
yourself  obliged  by  the  little  professional 
services  which  I  have  recently  rendered 
you   in  the  ordinary  course  of  practice. 
Permit  me,  in  my  turn,  then,  to  ask  a  great 
fevour  of  you ;  and,  knowing  your  refined 
and  exquisite  sensibility,  1  make  the  request 
with  some  little  apprehension,  h^i  I  should 
in  any  way  wound  it    1  earnestly  beg  that 
vou  will  accept  a  trifling  loan  of  jesOO,  to 
be  repaid  as  soon  as  you  may  be  enabled  to 
do  so  with  ocrfect  convenience  to  yourself. 
If,  unhappily  for  yourself,  \h^i  time  should 
never  arrive,  believe  me,  you  will  not  occa- 
sion me  the  slightest  imaginable  inconve- 
nience; for  a  long  and  successful  practice 
has  made  me  long  since  independent  of  my 
profession,  and  of  the  world ;  as  will,  I  am 
confident,  be  the  case  with  vou,  should 
Providence  spare  your  life.    I  hr.ppen  to 
have  been  aware  that,  but  for  recent  oc- 
currences, it  was  vcur  intentinn,  about  this 
time,  to  have  conunenced  a  second  year's 
study   with   either  Mr.   Crystal,  or  Mi. 
Mansfield,  the   conveyancer.      You  wii 
now,  I  trust,  cany  your  intention  into  ef- 
fect, without  delay.    I  should  venture  t4» 
suggest^  that  at  thia  period  of  the  year, 


luiuBuon  oi  me  oreaarui  pn»>  ""^s'^'"'  *"«•  «»-  ""•  pcnou  oi   me  year, 

•are  they  were  beginning  daily  to  ezpe-  ^    °  ^^®  gentlemen  of  the  common-law 

fience.    Lord  de  la  Zouch  remained  under  H? '  *1"*^  ^^"  ^^'  **»e  circuit,  [as  will  be 

tbe  impreaaion  that  Mr.  Aubrey  waa  atroir-  5®  *^*^  yviihiD  a  few  weeks  with  Mr. 


£ing,  It  might  be  slowly,  but  still  aucceas- 
lly,  with  his  difl^culty ;  and  had  made  up 
■18  mind,  when  called  upon,  to  pav  the 
■mount  of  the  bond  into  which  he  hail  en- 


Crystal,]  it  would  hardly  answer  yom 
purpoae  to  enter  the  chambera  of  a  gentlo* 
man  In  that  department ;  but  that,  as  eo»- 
veyancen  remam  in  town,  you  will  find  it 


mi  ot  the  bond  into  which  he  had  en-  '*y«'w^«  remam  m  town,  you  will  find  it 
IWBd  in  Aubrey's  behalf,  al moat  aa  a  matter  *""'^®r  yo"f  purpoae  immediately  to  enter 
of  coiiree.     As  Aubrey  desired,  evidently,    "»®  chambers  of  Mr.  Mansfield,  and  reoc- 

to  maintain  a  reaerve  upon  the  subject  df  his 
pnvate  aflfaire,  Lojrd  de  la  Zouch,  whatev« 


cupy  your  mind  with  those  invigorating 
and  invaluable  studies  in  which  you  hav9 
already  made,  as  1  hear,  ao  great  a  progres*. 
and    which    will    serve    to    divert    your 


night  be  his  feara  and  suspiciona,  forebore 

to  press  his  inqntriea.  How  little,  there-  7"  *»"icn  wm  serve  to  divert  your 
fore,  wereeitherLord  and  Lady  de  la  Zouch,  r"???"^  ^'®*"  ^*>ose  wretched  objects  on 
•r  their  son,  aware  of  the  position  in  which   T    »    <»^«'^*«o  tl»ey  will  be  too  apt  to 

tfieir  miAlr»i- wntil<l  fim^  tk^  a..u^.>i  dwell. 

"  You  will  find  that  I  have  this  day  paid 
in  to  your  credit,  at  your  bankera,  ;he  sum 
of  £300.  And  believe  me  to  remain,  rov 
dear  air, 

"Ever  your  moat  aincere  and  faithful 

**  P.  S. — ^Do  not  give  yourself  one  mo* 
ment  s  concern  about  the  expense  of  the 
recent  proceedinga,  which  is,  I  assure  you. 
very  trifling."  ^^ 


position  .„ 

Iheir  packet  would  find  the  Auhreya! 

Within  a  few  daya,  Mr.  Runnington,  bf 
«qly  completing  apecial  bail  in  the  two  ac 
ttona  of  Quirk  and  Othen  v.  .tf«*wy,  anc 
Tttrntmne  v.  JMtrey,  had  relieved  Mr.  Au 
brey  from  all  greonda  of  immediate  personal 
apprehension  for  several  montha  to  com»- 
for  at  Imt  half  a  year;  and  on  quitting 
Vivian  Street,  one  evening,  after  announe 
iBg  thia  aattaiaetory  reault  of  hie  laboora* 
be  slipped  into  Mr.  Aubrey'a  hand,  aa  he 


4»  rfMfof  Mi.  AujOT  to  KMd,  aad  if  b.  l«ltktJ»itfAh  f^x»to,  W  vsw^^^-*** 


«ft 


TEH    THOVSUfcHD   M  TEAR. 


mM4  Ib^tidiMimeM  lo  Inteffbre  with  his 
4etonninatioB  to  tTail  bimtelf  of  the  ffone- 
rttts  and  opportune  aMistance  of  Mr.  Kon- 
ninffton;  and  ne  retolTed,  moTOOTier«  to 
pront  by  his  y*ry  Jndicious^uggestions  as 
to  the  course  of  his  study,  an()  to  commence, 
as  soon  as  possible,  his  attendance  at  the 
chambers  or  Mr.  Mansfield.  Thus,  sudden- 
ly relieved,  for  a  considerable  and  a  definite 
interval,  from  the  tremendous  pressure  to 
which  he  had  been  latterly  subject,  he,  and 
indeed  all  of  them,  experienced  great  buoy- 
ancy and  exhilaration  of  spirits.  Could, 
however,  their  sense  of  tranquillity  and  se- 
curity be  otherwise  than  shortlived  t  What 
sort  of  a  prospect  was  that  before  them? 
Ff  rrifyincr  and  hopeless  indeed.  As  daily 
melted  away  the  precious  interval  between 
the  present  time  and  the  dreadful  month  of 
November,  midst  whose  gloomy  haze  was 
visible  to  his  shuddering  eyes  the  dismal 

{^orch  of  a  prison,  where  he  must  be  either 
mmured  for  his  life,  or  its  greater  portion, 
or  avail  himself  of  the  bitter,  iniominious 
immunity  afforded  by  the  insolvent  laws, 
the  hearts  of  all  of  them  sunk  to  their  foi^ 
mer  depth  of  oppression.  Still  he  resolved* 
to  work  while  it  ^'as  day;  and  he  addressed 
himself  to  his  studies  with  redoubled  energy, 
and  of  course  made  proportionate  advances. 
But  all  this  suffering,  amid  all  this  exer- 
tion, mental  and  physical,  began  to  leave 
visible  traces  in  his  worn  and  emaciated 
appearance;  and  I  grieve  to  add,  that  the 
same  cause  not  a  little  impaired  the  beauty 
and  injured  the  spirits  ot  the  devoted  and 
incomparable  women  whom  Heaven  had 
given  to  him  like  angels  for  his  companions. 
Such  being  the  footinjr  upon  which  mat- 
ters stood  between  Mr.  Delamere  and  Kate 
Aubrey,  what  chance  had  Mr.  Gammon  of 
obtaining  the  bri^rbt  object  upon  which  he 
had  set  his  d^rk  and  baleful  eye,  and  to  se- 
cure which  he  was  racking  his  brain,  and 
devising  such  intricate  schemes  of  delibe- 
rate and  cruel  villanyt  As  well  might 
Gammon  have  sighed  afler  the  planet  Ve- 
nus— sweet  star  of  eve! — as  sought  to  gel 
Knte  Aubrey  into  his  arms.  Yet  fult  be- 
fore his  mind*s  eye  stood  ever  her  image, 
though  one  would  have  thought  that  there 
was  sufficient  in  his  own  circumstances  to 
occupy  every  spare  thought  and  feeling. 
Suppose  the  action  of  penalties  went  against 
him.  and  he  should  be  at  once  fixed  with  a 
Hability  for  some  five  thousand  pounds,  in- 
cludintr  debts  and  costs  t  And  more  than 
(hat  sum  he  had  recently  lost  in  a  specu- 
lau^n  in  forriirn  stock,  besides  standing  in 
a  ver^  precirious  posliton  vfkh  Tested  to 
eertiiin  of  the  many  specu\a\\otA  \ii  ^\i\<^\«kariiv4^^V^>»^^Mftn7eeB  Mim  An^^ 

kf^  liad  launched  both  V\\mife\f  a.nA  <j«^«%A^ir ^ 

Under  these  eircmnsUnc«;\lb««me\i«iAi\    ^^  V  4&  lawsm  t«^  ^^v  *^aOk>^ 


of  gwter  hnportaiice  to  faim  to 
annuity  of  9000A  oo  the  Yatton  piuytfi, 
whieb  he  had  with  mieh  difficulty  esiHiii 
froftt  Titmoaee.  He  lesolved,  meraoti^ 
to  try  die  experiment  of  imning  nioeej  • 
the  bond  of  Lord  de  la  Zoueh  ;  and  it  thi 
oeoorred  to  him  aa  poaaible,  that,  even  if  la 
shoold  fail  in  the  main  object  wfaiefa  hebii 
proposed  to  himself,  in  his  art&i  and  npftm 
aive  prooeedings  against  Aobrey,  yet  rksf 
might  be  the  meana  of  brinfns^  fonwi 
frioids  to  extricate  hina  firom  his  dtlBcoltiM^ 
by  disoliarging  the  aoma  for  whieh  he  wn 
liable.  It  was,  therefore,  not  tilK  he  bd 
set  into  train  the  Tarioua  matters  wksk 
have  been  laid  before  the  reader  in  the  pi» 
sent  portion  of  this  hiitorr,  that  hs  set  of 
on  a  hurried  vieit  to  Yorkshire,  in  ofdarH 
aaoertain  the  state  of  Lady  Stratton's  aflUn ; 
to  make  arrangements  for  eolleetiDg  eia 
dence  against  the  impending  triala  fw  b» 
bery ;  and  carry  into  efiect  aome  prefis^ 
nary  measures  for  augmenting  the  wholt'«( 
the  Yatton  rent-roll,  by  nearly  90001,  a  jna 
Hb  first  interview  with  Mr.  ParkttM 
apprized  him  distinctly  of  the  eueedingH 
piecarioos  nature  of  the  alleged  intestacy  « 
Lady  Stratton.  Good  Mr.  Parfcinsna  ai 
no  match  for  Mr.  Gammon,  but  weald  km 
been  much  more  nearW  so  if  be  cooid  hfii 
done  but  one  xYdag^^ield  kiM  tongme:  kSf 
he  waa  a  good-natiued,  oasy-tempmd  elo^ 
terer,  and  Gammon  alwaya  extraeisd  fnd 
him,  in  a  few  momenta,  whateT^r  he  kaiS 
upon  any  subject.  Twas  thus  that  he  ese* 
ceeded  in  obtaining  oonchiaiTe  evideaetel 
the  mtestaey ;  for  Gammon  diaeovered  tM 
the  unexecuted  draft  of  the  intended  wB 
had  never  been  seen  by  Lady  Strattoa,  «i 
read  over  to  her;  but  had  been  dimara  apbf. 
Mr.  Parkinson  himself,  a  day  or  two  afta 
reoeiving  her  ladyahip'a  inatraettoos;  te 
those  instruetiona,  moreoTsr,  bad  beesflMff*^ 
ly  oral. 

^1t  ia  one  of  the  most  melancholy  cattft 
ever  met  with  !*^  exclaimed  Gammoa,  wii^ 
a  sigh ;  *'  I  suppose  Hie  rpveraea  of  the  Asi 
brey  family  frequently  fonned  a  aubjcd  of 
her  ladyship's  conversation  V* 

'« O,  she  has  talked  with  me  for  hoBis  - 
pther,  and  even  very  abortly  before  ber  I  -I 
illneas.'* 

**  It  is,  methnika,  enough  to  raiae  the  ftm 
old  lady  from  her  grave,  to  find  her  property! 
diverted  thus  to  one  who  does  not  waat  i^ 
and  who  was  a  total  atranger.'* 

"Ay.itiamdeed!" 

•«  I  am  a  little  aorp.Haed^  to  tell  yoste 
truth,  that,  under  the  cireamatanree,  ktf 
ladyahip  should  not  haTetboaghtofathsil 


Tift  TlMirri^lfD  A  TITAS 


«« Thiit  will  do,'*  ^hottdit  hit  wi«y  omih 
piKion;  ««thaiilt  God,  flSiii*8  tAtm^  tWc»- 
Me,  then,  for  Farkin8o»*8  dmft  dOM  not  con- 
Mitft^bet  kui  wiH  and  tflttsmfOU-llial  will 
db-'.^atik  yoo,  my  honest  friond!'*  This 
¥ta^hat  was  passing  thrbugfar  Gammon's 
•idfind,  while  a  eympathiiinff  expression  wa« 
oStoii  his  faoe,  and  be  shook  his  head,  and^ 
4s|»lored  the  untoward  evmt  which  had  baihr 
ptokied,  in  Tery  pathetie  terms  NMleed.  On 
quitting  Mr.  Parkinson,  G^ammonthas  pnr-^ 
sted  the  train  of  his  thoa|rht8  :— 

**  What  if  I  shoald  allow  this  paper  to  W 


spitted  to  probate  I    Let  me  see    it  will   lordship,  therefore,  suggested  the  immediate 


glfto  Miss  Aubrey  some  fiflBen  thonsand 
pbonds :— ^rone  might  take  out  adVninistra* 
tinn  in  faToar  of  Titmouse, and  then  suggest 
tocher  that  I  had  the  means  of  nnlliffing  the 
ph>oeeding,  and  earring  into  effect  Lady 


formation  of  a  company  to  purchase  the  Isle 
of  Dogs^  and  work  the  mines.  His  lord- 
ship **  begged  to  be  favoured  with'*  Mr. 
Gammon's  views  on  this  subjectr  by  return 
of  post.     In  a  postscript,  his  lordship  in- 


Siritton's  intentions-— the  letter  msy  be  re- .  formed  Gammon,  that  he  had  Just  parted 
Aiahd  at  any  time.— Stay,  1iowe¥er.    It  is.]  with  all  his  Golden  Egg  shares,  at  a  consi- 


Vf  no  means  impossible,  that  when  Parkin- 
sbtt  comes  to  communicate  with  Aubrey,  or 
tSat  deen  old  fellow,  Ronnington,  they  may ' 
IIHnk  of  lod^ng  a  eaveai  against  our  letter  of 
Mninistration, but theyllfail ;  fbr  Pavkin- 
Mk  must  speak  conclusirely  on  fktU  point. 
Ah  p^aps,  the  bettiir  way  will  be,  to  take 
dUf  administration  in  the  usual  way,  and  see 
#%rit  Uixf  will  do.  Thettv  theiiB's  Aubrey's 
bond — poor  devil ! — is  it  not  unfortunate  for 
kknl  But  that  shall  be  reaerved;  let  ns 
see  the  eflec;  of  the  Qthers  first" 

When  Mr.  Gammon  returned  to  Yatton 
finsm  the  late  Lady  Stratton's  residence,  he 
found  several  letters,  awaiting  his  arrival. 
One  was  from  Mr.  Quirk — poor  muddle- 
headed  old  soul ! — all  went  wrong  with  him, 
the  moment  that  he  missed  Gammon  from 
bssider  him.     He  wrote  letters  every  day, 
thai  were  a  faithful  type  of  the  confusion 
that  always  prevailed  in  his  thoughts;  for 
tbooffh  he  was  ^  up  to"  the  ordinary  cri- 
minal business  of  the  office,  in  which  he 
had  some  forty  yeare'  experience,  their  ge- 
aeml  business  had  latterly  become  so  ex- 
tsoded,  and,  to  Quirk,  complicated,  that 
kiis  head,  as  iv  were,  spun  round  from  mom- 
kkg  to  night,  And  all  he  could  do  was  to  put 
himself,  and  everybody  about  him,  into  a 
bfMtle  and  fever.    So  he  told  Gammon,  in 
Ihln  his  last  letter,  that  every  thing  was 
^Foing  wrong,  and  would  do  ao  till  **  good 
f^tend  Gammon  returned ;"  and,  moreover, 
nhm  old  ^ntleman  complained  that  Snap 
'WWB  getting  very  careless  and  irre^lar  in 
^10  attendance ;  and,  in  fact,  he.  Quirk,  had 
iMMsething  very  particular  to  say  to  Gammon, 
'^rkflo  thpy  met,  about  the  aforesaid  Snap— 
^boot  this  the  reader  sl^l  hear  in  due  time. 


dlinglon,  mafked  **pfivtUe  mni  eonfimiHal^" 
coflitaining  a  most  important  osmmunioatisiif 
to  the  effect  that  his  lordshin  had  that  day 
granted  an  audience  to  a  scientific  gentle 
man  of  great  eminenee^  and  particulariy 
well  skilled  in  geology ;  and  he  had  satis* 
fied  the  earl  of  a  fiiot  which  the  aforeaaid 
seientifio  eentleman  told  his  loidship  he  hsd 
discovered^  af^  a  very  close  geological  soiw* 
vey  of  the  superficial  strata  of  the  Isle  of 
Dogs— viz.,  that  at  a  very  little  depth  from' 
the  snrfiMse,  there  ran,  in  parallel  strata,' 
very  rich  beds  of  copper  and  lead  alter- 
nately, such  as  could  not  possibly  fail  of 
making  a  quick  and  enormous  return.    His 


demble  profit;  and  that  the  Gunpowder  and 
Freeh  Water  Company's  shares  were  ris* 
in^  daily,  on  account  of  the  increasing  pro- 
banility  of  a  universal  war.    Gammon  did 
not  think  it  worth  while  to  send  any  answer 
to  the  letter  of  his  senior  partner,  but  wrote 
off  a  very  polite  and  confidential  letter  to- 
the  earU  begging  his  lordship  would  do: 
iHm  the  honour  of  taking  no  steps  in  thoi* 
matter  till  Mr.  Gammon  could  have  tim^ 
honourW  waiting  upon  his  lordship  in  towiu 
This  letter  over.  Gammon  wrote  off  a  letter 
to  the  secretary  of  the  Vultusk  IirsuRANCt 
CoMPAirv,  giving  them  notice  of  the  death 
of  Lady  Stratton,  who  was  insured  in  a 
policy  to  the  amount  of  15,000/.,  which, 
ner   ladyship    having  died  intestate,  the 
writer's  client.  Tittlebat  Titmouse,  Esq., 
M.  P.  for  Yatton,  had  become  entitled  to 
as  only  next  of  kin :— ThM  Mr.  Titmouse 
intended  to  administer  forthwith,  and  formal 
evidence  would  be  furnished  to  the  company, 
in  due  time,  of  the  completion  of  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse's legal  title  to  the  policy. 

But  here  the  skittish,  frolicsome,  and 
malicioys  jade.  Fortune,  afVer  petting  and 
fondling  Titmouse,  and  overwhelming  him 
with  her  &vours,  suddenly  turned  round  and 
hit  him  a  severe  slap  in  the  face,  without 
the  least  provocation  on  his  part,  or  rhyme 
or  reason  on  hers.  And  it  happened  in  this 
wise.  DAPf sa  Sbiuo,  Esq.,  tne  secretary, 
wrote  by  return  of  post,  saying  that  he 
had  laid  Mr.  Crammon's  letter  before  the 
directors ;  and  as  soon  as  he  should  have 
learned  their  pleasure  on  the  subject,  he 
would  write  to  Mr.  Gammon  again*  And 
so  he  did — to  re^^uest  that  ^^.^tVeoAxw  >i^ 
communVcate  Vvi^iNUnw^^^^tt^  %sA^.t^ 


; 


esin^  Mltterfrun  the  JBul  of  Died- 1  pany ,  the  Com^aik^^%  v^\^^»vA« 


TCN  THOII9Alt:0  JL  TBAK. 


Oammon  did*  and  ia  doe  time  Teooived  a 
latter  to  the  aatounding  purport  and  effect 
following^:  that  ia  lo  aaj«  tbat  they  had 
carefully  eonaidered  the  eaae,  and  re||;retted 
ainoerely  that  they  eould  not  leel  it  their 
dut^  to  recommend  the  direetois  to  pay  the 
policy,  llie  directora  had  a  duty,  aoni»* 
tunea  a  ▼err  painful  one,  to  perform  to  the 
public ;  ancl,  in  abort,  it  waa  plain  that  they 
intended  to  resist  the  claim  altogether. 
Gammon  wrote  in  aatoniahment  to  know 
the  grounda  of  their  refoaal ;  and  at  length 
diacovered  that  they  eonaidered  themaelrea 
in  poaaeaaion  of  decisive  evidence  to  show 
that  the  policy  waa  vitiatod  through  the 
concealment  of  a  material  fact  on  the  part  of 
the  Lady  Stratton — poaathly  unintentioiially 
— via.,  that  ahe  waa  aubject  to  the  eouT» 
Gammon  made  anzioua  inquiriea  of  the 
aenranta,  and  of  Dr.  Goddart,  and  of  othera, 
who  expreaaed  infinite  aatoniahment,  dei 
ebring  that  ahe  had  never  once  exhibited 
the  alighteat  aymptome  of  the  complaint, 
Meaara.  Screw,  howevei^  were  politelv}  in- 
flexible; they  declared  that  they  had  the 
poaitive  teattmony  of  aeveral  witneaaea, 
one  of  them  an  eminent  physician,  to  the 
fact  that,  during  the  very  week  in  which 
the  policy  had  oeen  executed,  ahe  had  ex- 

Srienced  an  attack  of  gout  which  had  con- 
ed her  to  the  ao&  for  three  days.  [The 
fcct  was«  that  her  ladyahip  had  about  that 
IUbb  been  confined  to  the  ao&y  bat  manly 


(rooi  h«  liiaMwviB^  Imbb  galtad  a  Bftfelf 
a  Ugbt  ahoe.]  They^  moreover,  mm  lo  Ml 
Ganimen  the  full  male  of  the  oflieBr  ■ 
whoae  name  the  eoanpttpy  aued— 4he  afc» 
aaid  Dapper  Smog;  and  rp^neatad  Ma 
Gammon  to  aend.  prooew  to  tliem  ia  tb 
uaual  way.  Gammon,  on  inquiry,  Icaiaii 
the  character  of  the  eompany,  and  almat 
gnaahed.hia  teeth  in  rage  and  deapair;.* 
at  it  th^  went— TiTMoyaB  {Mww.}  » 
Smuo  ;  a  deelamtion  as  long,  aa  my  am; 
pleaa  to  match  it;  then  a  commissimii 
examine  witneaaea  abroad,  pnncapaUj  s 
Dr.  PodaflSf  who  had  aettled.  in  CUau 
then  a  hill  of  diacoverj  filed  in  behalf  iT 
the  company;  a  crqea  bill  filed. b|  Mt 
'fitmoaae  against  the  company.  Hn% 
in  abort,  was,  in  Uuth,  ^«  a  mightj  ps^ 
quarrel.'*  The  atake  waa  ad^natr;  i 
compamr  rich ;  Mr.  Titmoase  eager ;  Ga»> 
mon  infuriate ;  and  there  waa  not  the  km 
chance  of  the  thing  being  decided  tt  «l 
for  three  or  four  yeaia  to  oome ;  and  pm 
Titroooae  waa  thua  not  only  kept  out  a  ft 
comfortable,  round  sum  'of  money,  hi 
waa  obliged  to  carry  on  all  the  wbik* 
expenaive  and  harassing  litigatioa.  Ik 
waa  not  for  insuring  with  a  coropaoy  tki 
looka  so  sharply  after  the' interest  of  ft 
ak&nkokUn,  But  as  far  as  Titmome  td 
Gammon  wera  eoncemed,  it  seemMi  a  Aafr 
/odk,  and  at  a  somewhat  criueal 
turn  too. 


y 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


Tvt  «iidden  and  vnexpMtod  nlwff  6ii- 
Mmitered  by  Mr.  Gammon,  in  the  VnlUirB 
Insiiranoe  Company^s  refaaal  to  pay  the 
policy  on  the  late  Ladf  Stratton*8  life,  was 
ealeulated  aerioosly  to  ^mbarraaii  hia  com- 
plicated morementa.  He  foreaaw  the  pro- 
tracted and  haraaainff  oeorae  of  litifarion 
into  which  he  ahould  be  driven,  before  he 
eoold  compel  them  to  lianidate  ao  heavy  a 
daim;  and  a  glimpae  or  Which,  by  way  of 
,^  anticipation,  waa  afforded  to  the  reader  in 
I  the  laat  part  of  this  hiatory ;  bat  with  all  his 
long^headedneas— hia  habitoal  oontempla- 

Ition  of  the  probable  and  poeaible  effeeta  and 
eonaequencea  of  whatever  event  happened 
to  him-— this  lefbaal  of  the  diraetora  to  fiay 
the  policy  waa  attended  with  reaoUs  which 
defied  bia  ealealationa— veaalta  of  auoh  a 
deacription,  and  of  toch  aignal  importance. 
mm  will,  nerfaapa,  anrpiiae  the  Tmer,  and 
aerve  to  illoatrate,  in  a  striking  manner,  the 
aontrolUng  agency  which  ia  at  work  in  the 
conduct  of  human  affatrB;  an  agency  to 
^rhich  the  principlea  of  Mr.  Gammon  de- 
nied an  exietence.  Nor  waa  this  the  only 
trouble,  the  only  revert^,  that  about  thia  pe- 
riod occurred  to  him ;  and  not  a  little  per- 
plexed was  he  to  account  for  such  a  audden 
confluence  of  adverse  cireumstancea  aa  he 
by-and-by  experienced,  when  he  foond  the 
tmth  of  Shakspeare'a  obaervatioi^— 

**  Wlwn  Mnrowi  eoma,  tbey  come  sot  tlafto  tpieo, 
Btft  in  aATTAi.ioiit." JBmmUt. 

On  applying  at  Doetor*a  Commons,  in 
Ae  ordinary  way,  for  a  ^nt  to  Mr.  Tit- 
moiiae  of  letters  of  administration  to  Lady 
Stratton,  Mr.  Gammon  disooTeied  the  exist- 
ence of  a  little  document,  for  which  he  cer- 
tainly was  not  entirely  unprepared,  but 
which,  nevertheless,  somewhat  disconcerted 
him ;  principally  on  account  of  the  addi- 
tional plea  it  would  afford  the  Vulture  Com- 
fany  for  resisting  payment  of  the  policy. 
fow,  indeed,  could  they  be  expected  to 
pay  a  aum  of  auch  magnitade  to  a  pereon 
whose  title  to  receive  it  was  disputed  %f 
another  claimant  t  The  document  alladed 
t6  waa  a  catiat,  and  ran  thoa  ^— 

**Let  nothing  be  done  in  the  gooda-of 
IHme  Mary  Stratton,  late  of  Warklsigh,  in 
Ihe  parish  of  Warkleigh«  in  the  county  of 
YoTK,  unknown  to  Obadiah  Peanec,  proc- 
torloTjukn  TfUtmas  having  inlafa^^' 

Sa9 


Now,  the  caadetwiU  ohaerre  that  this 
'^John  7%ojnac'*  ia.  Ilka  the  ''JbiAn  /W^oC 
thecommon  Uwyeca,^  meie.man  of  jBtraxj 
80  that  thia  pecamptory^  bul  .myateiiooA. 
mandate,  would  afibidad  inquirer  bo  infoar 
mation  aa  t3  either  the  jiaaa^  of  the  party 
iotandinff  to  vpfVf*  ^^fci>  fffimv  ^.  adminiatnip 
tion,  or  the  gvounda  of  auch  Joeiatanea> 
Mr.  Crampon,  aiwrevefi  aery.  natovaUy  flen* 
eluded  that  the  noie  wae  madejoatbeu|»» 
half  of  Mr«  Aubrey,  and  that  tbe.gnMuul^l 
hia  4»ppoaitiett  wee  the  alleged  will  .of 
Lady*  8tmtten.  To  be  piepaMd.  (or  aofik 
an  eneounlar, .  when  -  the  time  anivad»  he 
noted  down  very  earefully  the  importanl 
admiaaiona  whidi  had  been  made  to  him 
hj  Mr..  Parkinaon ;  and  having,  for  a  whiloi 
diaposed  of  ihia  afiair,..  be.  betook  himaeif  to 
the  great  eofi^Vocy  tau^  which  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned ;  and,  m  bringing  which 
to  a  auccesaful  iaaoat  he  unqueauonably  cxf 
hibited  great  «bility«  and  deaerved  the  com- 
pliments paid  him  on  the  occaaion  by  the 
counael,  whoae  labours  he  had,  b^  hia  lucid 
arrangement,  materially  abbreviated  and 
lightened., .Thia  matter  alao  over,  and  fairly 
off  hia  mind,  he  addreaaed  himself  to  an 
affair  then  pending,  of  great  importance  to 
himaelf  peraonallya  vis.  a  certain  cauae  of 
Wigky  V.  Gamnumt  which,  together  with 
the  three  other  apecial  jury  cauaea  ia  which 
the  aame  penon  waa  plaintiff,  waa  to  come 
on  for  trial  at  York  early  in  the  aeeond 
week  of  the  aaaizea,  which  were  to  com- 
mence  in  a  few  day  a*  time.  Aa  already  in- 
timated, Mr.  Subtle  had  been  retained  for 
the  plaintiff  in  all  the  actions,  together  with 
Mr.  Sterling  and  Mr.  Cryatal;  and,a8  Mr. 
Quickailver  had  become  Lord  Bloaaora  and 
Box,  Mr.  Gammon  waa  aorely  perplexed 
for  a  leader;  hia  junior*  of  courae,  beins 
Mr.  Lynx.  He  haid  retained  a  Mr.  WiU 
mington  to  lead  for  the  other  three  defend- 
ante— -a  roan  of  unquestionable  ability,  ex- 
perienced, acute,  dexterona,  witty,  and  elo* 
quent,  and  exceedingly  well  qualified  to 
conduct  auch  a  caae  aa  Mr.  Gammon*e;  but 
that  gentleman  got  exceedingly  nervoua 
^out  the  matter  aa  the  day  of  battle  drew 
near;  and,  at  length,  reaolved  on  taking 
down  apecial  the  Attorney-General.  Touch- 
ing the  aame  practice  of  taking  down  coun- 
sel special,  by  the  way^  note  one  or  twn 
matteca.    To  a«^  fiov\v\tv^  q>1  ^^  «wj\\ssss^^ 


TEN  THOUSAND  A  TBAR. 


N«e  DdM  bittnk,  nisi  dlfnw  vIsdlM  moiwm, 
mmj  be  adrerted  to;  namely,  the  Jary  and 
the  judgre  are  apt  to  imagine,  thai  &e  party 
taking  tliia  extraordinary  step  is  conscioiis 
cff  havinff  some  very  great  difficulty  to  con- 
tend with  in  his  case.  They.ars  apt-^ 
at  least,  the  jury«-4o  conceire  a  prejudice 
and  suspicion  against  the  formidable  stran- 

Ser,  who,  they  may  imagine,  is  ooning 
own  to  mislead  and  overpower  them :  to 
penrert  and  distort  facts  by  the  mene  foice 
of  professional  skill  and  mental  < power, 
which  he  will  be  sure  adequately  to  exert 
on  behalf  of  his  enterprising  client.  A  no- 
tion  of  this  sort  is  calculated  to  pot  every 
man  of  the  jury  on  his  guard  against. this 
Yery  spe^i  Mruger.  %ien,  ft  may  be 
also  easily  imagined,  that  they  may  enter- 
tain a  little  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  lead- 
ers of  the  circuit  thus  neglected  and  onder- 
Yalned ;  men,  with  whose  names,  charac- 
ters, and  pejsons,  they  have  been  long  fami- 
liar; and  who  have  acquired  that  sort  of 
Irnowledge  of  the  jury  which  enables  them 
io  catch  their  tone— to  hit  their  humour. 
'Unless,  therefore,  the  case  be  one  palpably 
and  notoriously  of  extraordinary  difficulty, 
of  great  public  interest  and  importance,  or 
the  stake  of  great  magnitude,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  thpse,  or  any  one  of  them,  there  be 
plainly  a  deficiency  of  counsel  fit  to  con- 
duct die  case,  unengaged,  do  not  be  in  a 
hurry  to  take  down  counsel  special,  who, 
every  one  will  believe,  is  come  to  exert 
himself  desperately  in  a  desperate  case. 
Now,  I  do  not  see  why  Mr.  Gammon,  for 
instance,  should  have  thought  it  necessary, 
in  his  own  case,  to  go  to  the  enormous  ex- 
pense of  bringing  down  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral :  but,  however,  down  went  that  eminent 
personage.  Their  consultation  was  gloomy ; 
the  Attorney-General  acknowledging  that 
he  felt  great  apprehension  as  to  the  result, 
from  the  witnesses  that  were  likely  to  be 
produced  on  the  other  side. 

**It^s  a  pity  that  we  havenH  the  Yatton 
riection  committee  to  deal  with,  Mr.  Gam- 
mon !'*  said  the  Attorney-General,  with  a 
sly,  sarcastic  smile.  ^  WeVe  rather  a  dif- 
ferent tribunal  to  go  before  now— «h  !** 

Mr.  Gammon  smiled,  shook  his  head,  and 
thrugged  his  shoulders.  *'  We  manage 
tnese  matters  rather  differently  in  a  court 
of  law  !*'  continued  the  Attorney-General. 

When  the  important  morning  of  the  trial 
arrived,  there  was  a  speeial  jury  sworn, 
three-fou>ths  of  whom  were  given  credit- 
how  truly  I  know  not— for  a  strong  political 
bias  against  what  were  called  '*  liberal  prin- 
ciples?* Mr.  Subtle  o^tened  a  shoekingly 
clear  and  strong  ease,  to  be  «iit«\  i»4  ii\ax 


Attomey-Genera]  felt  hin  oppooatfa  m» 
to  be  impregnable ;  and,  in  spite  ef  levenl 
brilliant*  cross-examinations,  and  a  raasttdy 
speech,  the  stem  and  upright  jud^  wki 
tried  the  case,  summed  up  dead  against  tbi 
defimdant^  ^th  many  neTere  remarks  la 
the  profligate  and  syatematic  maanrr  ■ 
whicn  the  offences  had  been  coounitlii 
After  m  bri^  o^MuUetioo,  the  jory  retaipai 
into  eourt  with  .a  verdict,  for  the  pUioiiiEjp 
the  tumaf  i&OO/,;  that  is,  for  fivepra^ 
tietof  ^OO/J  A  similar  result  ensued  » 
the  twoifoUowiug' eases  of  WigUjf  v.  ih^ 
fiimt^  mi  Wig^  J.  ^hodm^ki  bodijT 
whom,  seemed  eempletely  stouefied  at  a  » 
suit  so  tQlally  difisr#ot  to  what  they  W 
been  led  to. expect  firom  the  very  diMH 
view  ,«f  thijM(S  taken  by  the  election  tmr 
miilee.  Astor.'MudfliBt,  from  whatqoaili 
under  heaiveB !  h»  was  to >  gpet  the  meaasflf 
•satisfying  that* monstrous. verdict,  he  ooiy 
notcof^eeUuevrSiidbis  0uw  became  scvsnl 
shades  tsallissrer  as  soon  as  he  had  hmi 
his  doom  pronoiuMed ;  but  Blou^rock,  vhi  | 
had  turned  quite  white,  whiq^eiped  ia  lii 
ear,  that  of,  eenrscJdr.  Titmouse  wool  *  -m 
them  harmless. 

«« O  Lord  1"  how«veiv  mutteied  Hik^ 
in  a  cold  jpempiration,  **  I  should  like  |i 
hear  Mr.  Gammon  recommending  bmli 
do  so,  mmdat  tirtum§imnoe»  /** 

Poor  Woodlouse  was  more  fortaaili: 
somehow  or  another  he  contrived  to  oMf 
aad  wriggle  out  of  the  danger.  Whclhf 
from  his  atler  tnsignificanee,  or  from  Ai 
destructive  verdicts  against  Gammon,  Utk 
flint,  and  Bloodauek  huring  sattated  th 
avenger,  I  knew  sot;  but  the  case  waaaH 
pressed-very  strongly  aifsinst  him,  and  tki 
jury  took  a  most  merciful  view  of  the  ft^ 
dence.  But,  alas !  what  a  shock  this  giM 
to  the  liberal  cause  in  Yatton !  How  wm 
the  mb^hty  feUen !  As  soon  a(i»  this  mtt 
lancholy  result  as  Messrs.  Mudflint  jii 
Bloodsuek  had  recover^  their  prennM  rf 
mind  sofliciently  to  disouaa  the  mattsil^ 
gethery  they  were  clearly  of  ofiniou--MP 
Uiose  brethren  in  distress— 4hat  Mr.  Vk' 
mouse  was  boimd,  both  in  Law  and  honi^i 
to  indemnify  them  against  the  eooaoQueseii 
of  acts  done  solely  on  his  behali^  and  atUi 
implied  request.  They  made  the  lWi| 
very  dear,  indeed,  to  Mr.  Gammon,  u^ 
listened  to  them  with  marked  interest  ttd 
attention,  and  undertook  **  to  sndesvooi'li 
satiafy''  Mr.  Titmouse  of  the  justies^^ 
their  olaias ;  secretly  resolying,  alao,  P^ 
to  lose  sight  of  his  own:  nay,  in  facl,ki 
made  suie  of  satisfying  Mr.  l^tmouss  ta 
(Aslseom.  But  the  peraonal  liability  wUl^ 
ah^Sea^ksI  instance,  he  had  thus  ^ 


clear  and  strong  ease,  to  be  «ui«\  i»4  '«\AX\vck>3Eiib  %Kii  tnstance,  he  had  thus  ii 
was  worse,  he  oroved  ix,  ui«\  «o  %a  Vi  tani\>n«BL«iMA.«S.>Q^«ia^^  VMOt^su 
aoft  victioa  16  tte  miadt  «C  «^  ^  «w^ '^^\^^'^>^  ^  ^^  ^^^ 
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QlmuAfoattf  the  onto  df  MnHunoiMs, 
Wat  not  the  onl^  onfortirasle  oenMqiieaee 
of  Uitesertoot  misearriace.  <SiicliaTeniMt 
■m  had  pnesed  against  Mr.  GanuDon^'plaeea 
«  man  in  a  very  awkward-  and  «Mu/y  poai- 
•tion  before  the  public,  and  renders  it  rather, 
-dtflicult  for  him  to  set  himaelf  right  again. 
*Ti8  really  a  aeriooa  thing  to  stand  con- 
'Tieted  of  the  oflence  of  bril^iy ;  it  makes  ^ 
*nian  look  rery  sheepish,  indeed,  ever  after, 
eepecially  in  Doiitioal  liie*  *Tis  soeh  n 
.'beam  in  a  man's  own  eye,  to  be  polled  oa^ 
1»efore  he  ean  see  the  mete  in  nis  neigh- 
bour's !— -and  Mr.  Gammon  felt  this.  Then, 
Jigasn,  lie  had  reoeived  a  pledge  from  a  very 


moo's  arrival  at  Yatton,  on  the  pihenral  «^ 
easion,  aetions  for  rent,  and  other  matlsiti 
were  actually  pending  acrainst  ftmrteen  «f 
the  poorer  tenants!!  *TwaB  all  op  wilb 
them  as  soon  as  the  Messrs.  Bloodsusk 
were  fiurly  fastened  upon  them.  Let  them 
be  a  day  or  two  in  arrear  with  their  rent,  a 
eofffunnif  oi  wmranicf  aitometf^  for  the  take 
of  the  costs  it  jprodttced,  was  instantly  pre* 
posed ;  and,  it  the  expensive  security  wen 
demurred  to  by  the  poor  souls,  by  thai 
night's  post  went  up  instructions  to  town 
for  writs  to  be  sent  down  by  return.  If 
•some  of  the  more  resolute  questioned  dm 
prepriety  of  a  distress  made  upon  them  with 


eminent  member  of  the  goveroment,  to  be  cruel  prscipitancy,  they  found  themselves 


peHEbrmed  in  the  event  of  his  being  able  to 
•eenre  the  seat  for  Yatton  on  a  generel  elec- 
tion, (which  was  considered  not  unlikely  to 
liappen  within  a  few  months;)  but  tliis  ao- 
enraed  verdict  was  likdy  to  prove  a  most 
nerions  obstacle  in  the  way  or  bis  sdvanoe- 
aent;  and  his  chagrin  and  veuition  may 
be  easily  imagined.  He  conceived  a  won- 
derful hatred  of  the  snppoeed  instigator  of 
Ihew  unprincipled  and  vtndhHive  proceed- 
ings, Lora  de  la  Zoueh,  who  seemea  to  have 
pat  them  up  like' four  birds  to  be  shot  at, 
and  brought  down,  one  by  one,  as  his  lord- 
ship chose.  As  soon  as  these  four  mela&- 
«holy  causes,  above  mentioned,  were  over, 
Ciammon,  considering  himself  bound,  on  the 
•core. of  bare  decency,  to  remain  till  his  fel- 
low-sttflferera  bad  been  disposed  of,  he  went 
off  to  Yatton,  to  see  how  mattere  were  go- 
\mg  on  there. 

Alas!  what  a  state  of  tiitngs  existed 
there !  Good  old  Yatton  and  all  about  it 
seemed  wofnlly  chapged  for  the  worse, 
•inoe  the  de;>arture  of  the  excellent  Aubreys 
and  the  accession  of  Mr.  Titmoase.  The  < 
local  superintendence  of  his  interests  had 
been  intrusted  by  Gammon  tothe  Messra. 
Bloodsuck,  who  had  found  their  business, 
In  consequence,  so  bmch  increasing,  as  to 
require  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Barnabas 
Bloodsuck  at  Yatton,  while  his  father  re- 
maiaed  at  Grilston;  th<dr  partnerehip,  how- 
ever, continuing.  He  had,  accoraingly, 
nm  up  a  thin  slip  of  a  place  at  the  end  of 
the  village  iartheat  from  the  park  gates,  and 
within  a  few  yards  of  tkie  house  in  which 
M  Blind  Bess  had  ended  her  days.  He 
was  the  ftret  attorney  that  had  ever  lived  in 
Yatton.  There  was  a  particnlariy  impu- 
dent and  priggish  air  aoout  his  residence. 
The  door  was  painted  a  staring  mahogaiiT 
eoloar,  and  bore  a  bright  braaa  plate,  with 
the  words,  '*  Messrs.  Bloodsuck  &  8ov, 
Arroairirs  and  Soucitors,"  words  that 
■hel  terror  into  the  heart  of  many  a  passer 
n7,  sMpeeially  the  tenants  of  Mr.Titmooae. 
lbs  sMOMn^  ibr  jastanot^  «f  Mr.  QiBH 


tmnieotately  involved  in  a  repiemn  mtiif 
from  whose  expensive  intricacies  they  wsm 
at  length  glad  to  escape,  terrified,  on  utf 
terms.  Then  actions  of  trespass,  and  ab 
forth,  were  commenced  upon  the  most  Ai- 
volous  pretests.  Old  and  convenient  rights 
of  way  were  saddeoly  disputed,  and  made 
the  subjects  of  expeiMive  lawsuits.  Mamr 
of  the  former  uuiet  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lage had  been  (oreed  out  of  it,  their  plasos 
being  supplied  by  penons  of  a  very  diffei^ 
ent  description;  and  a  bad  state  of  feeiiBA 
chiefly  arising  out  of  political  rancour,  had, 
for  instance,  just  given  rise  to  three  actioas 
—two  of  auaiUt  and  one  of  tAnK/er^— frsm 
that  once  peaceful  little  village,  and  whtch 
had  been  tried  at  tlioae  very  assiaea ' 

Poor  Miss  Aubrey's  village  school,  alasi 
had  been  tiansmogrifi^ed  into  a  chapellbr 
Mr.  Mudfiint,  wheie  he  rallied  round  him 
every  Sunday  an  excited  throng  of  ignorant 
and  disaffected  people,  and  regaled  them 
with  seditions  and  blasphemous  harangues. 
*Twould  have  made  your  hair  stand  on  end 
to  hear  the  language  in  which  he  spoke  eC 
the  sacred  mysleries  of  the  Christian  reli* 
.rion:  it  would  have  filled  you  with  disgust 
jEnd  indignation  to  hear  his  attacka  upon  the 
Church  of  England  and  /ts  ministere,  and, 
in  particular,  upon  dear  little,  exemplary^ 
unoffending  old  Dr.  Tathanu  whom  he  de» 
aeribed  as  **  fattening  upon  eant,  hypocrisy^ 
and  extortion.** 

Strange  and  melancholy  to  ftiate,  thia 
mode  oTprocedure  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Mud* 
flint  for  a  while  succeeded.  In  vain  did  the 
white-haired  little  vicar  preach  his  vufj 
best  sermons,  and  in  bis  very  beat  mannerx 
he  beheld  his  church  thinninsr,  while  the 
ohapel  of  Mr.  Mudflint  was  mled.  And, 
whUehewaa  about  the  village  in  the  xeal^ 
ous,  and  vigilant,  and  affectionate  dischaige 
of  his  pastoral  duties,  he  pereeived  aym^ 
toms,  now  snd  then,  of  a  grievooaly. altered 
manner  towarda  hiro^  on  the  ^tt  q€  thflM^ 
who  Viad  uEttcaVtSLfj^Vv^  %\f^«M^  'wA.Nb^ 
iiuittMiaS&oM  ^aVtiEk  a.>uaA 
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fwm  and  cordiality.    Mndfliht  had  altos  in  |  iMn^  m  town,  he  lost  no  tfne  b 

Inrtherance  of  his  paqtose  of  bitter  ho8tiHty« 
in  concert  with  his  worth j  coadjutors,  the 
Bloodsucks,  stirred  up  two  or  three  persons 
In  the  parish  to  resist  the  doctor's  claim  to 
tithe,  and  to  offer  harassing  obstructions  to 
tbecoliectingrofiu  Injustice  to  the  church, 
and  to  his  successors,  he  could  not  permit 
his  rights  to  be  thus  questioned  and  denied 
with  impunity ;  and  thus,  to  his  sore  grief, 
the  worthy  old  yioar  found  himself,  for  the 
Urst  time  in  his  life,  involTed  in  a  couple 
of  lawsuits,  which  he  feared,  eren  if  he  won 
them,  would  ruin  him. 

It  may  be  imagined  that  Mud  flint's  dis- 
eomfiture  at  the  assizes  was  calculated  to 
send  him,  like  a  scotched  snake,  writhing, 
hiseing,  and  snapping,  through  the  village, 
•I  all  that  came  m  his  way.  It  is  possible 
that  Mr.  Gammon  was  not  so  fully  apprized 
•f  all  these  doings,  as  is  now  the  reader : 
yet  he  saw  and  heard  enough  to  lead  him 
to  snspect  tliat  things  were  going  a  little 
too  far.  He  took,  noweyer,  no  steps  to- 
waids  effecting  an  abatement  or  discontinu- 
•Boe  of  them.  Just  at  present,  moreover, 
mb  was  peculiarly  reluctant  to  interfere  with 
any  of  tne  proceedings  of  the  Messrs.  Blood- 
SZ'SK,  and  confinea  himself  to  receiTing 
Vmr  report  as  to  some  arrangements  whicn 
00  nad  desired  them  to  carry  into  effect.  In 
the  first  place,  he  did  not  disclose  the  ex- 
istence Of  nis  heavy  and  newly  created  rent- 
enarffe,  but  gave  them  to  understand  that 
Mr.  Titmouse's  circumstances  were  such 
wm  %u  make  it  requisite  to  extract  as  much 
IViMB  the  property  as  could  possibly  be  ob- 
Ifttned,  by  raising  the  rents,  by  effecting  a 
tether  mortgage  upon  the  proper^,  and  bv 
a  tale  of  all  the  timber  that  was  fit  for  fell- 
faig.  It  waft  found  necessary  to  look  out 
for  new  tenants  to  one  or  two  of  the  largest 
tems  on  the  estate,  as  the  old  tenants  de- 
elared  themselves  unable  to  sustain  the  ex- 
orbitant rents  they  were  called  upon  to  pay : 
to,  orders  were  given  to  advertise  for 
•enanta  in  the  county  and  other  newspapers. 
Then  Mr.  Gammon  went  all  over  the  estate, 
to  view  the  condition  of  the  timber,  attended 
by  the  sullen  and  reluctant  wood-bailiff*, 
who,  though  he  retained  his  situation  on 
the  estate,  mortally  hated  his  new  master, 
md  all  connected  with  him.  Very  little 
timber  was,  according  to  Atj  account,  fit  for 
foiling. 

Having  looked  into  these  various  mat* 
tart,  Mr.  Gammon  took  his  departure  for 
town,  glad  to  escape,  though  for  never  so 
brief  an  interval,  the  importunities  of 
Meters.  Mudflint  and  Bioodsuck,  on  the 


npon  the  great  man  to  whom  he  lookti  hi 
the  politi^  advancement  after  whiek  Iti 
sool  pined.  He  was  received  with  bb» 
feet  coolness,  evidently  ooeamoned  by  At 
position  in  which  he  nad  been  pland  b| 
the  verdict  in  the  action  for  the  bribery  p 
nalties.  What  the  great  roan  objeclpd  ta, 
was  not  Mr.  Gainmon^s  having  bribed,  kit 
having  done  it  in  sach  a  way  as  to  aiai 
of  detection :  but  on  solemnly  assariag  \m 
patron  that  the  verdict  w^t  entirely  ugaiaa 
evidence,  and  that,  the  Attomey-Geoml 
was,  in  the  next  term,  going  tQ  moveisrt 
rule  to  set  aside  the  verdict  on.  that  gFOssd, 
and  also  on  sevQial  other  gioundt,  and  ths^ 
by  tuch  meana,  the  cauiee  conld  b«,  ■!  lb 
very  least,  **hang  up**  for  heaven  nalj 
knew  how  long  to  come-— till,  iaahort,  pe» 
pie  had  forgotten  all  ahoat  it— theckMi 
alowly  disappeared  from  the  gnat  bmb% 
brow,  especially  on  his  being  assored  tte 
Gammon's  return  for  YaUon  on  the  aatt 
vacancy,  was  a  matter  of  abeolnle  ceitiai^ 
Then  he  gave  Mr.  Gammon  certaia  sm 
ranees  which  flushed  his  cheek  wilkddigk 
and  triumph— delight  and  triumph iaspini 
b^  a  conviction  that  his  dfrply  fniilanh— 
hia,  comprehensive  plans,  were^  eesptis<« 
few  minor  and  temporary  cfaecka  and  it 
versesr  being  crowned  with  soccef^^  h 
was  true,  that  his  advance  towardaMis 
Aubrey  appeared  to  hare  b<^n  hopekHh 
repelled ;  but  be  resolved  to  wait  till  IbeiuM 
should  have  aimed  lor  bringing  ouierir 
served  forces  into  the  field — by  the  maa 
which,  he  yet  hoped  to  make  an  eqesllf 
unexpected  and  decisive  demoastrstiaai 

The  more  immediate  object  of  his  sazi^ 
ties,  was  to  conceal  as  far  aa  poseihic  kh 
connexion  with  the  various  jiwntrsttTfk  «^ 
culations  into  which  he  had  eatered  with  t 
wild  and  feverish  anxiety  to  resalise  a  rapid 
fortune.  He  had  already  withdrawa  (nm 
one  or  two  with  which  he  bad  been  oaly 
for  a  bne^  time,  and  aecretly,  connected— 
but  not  until  he  had  realized  no  inconsidc^ 
able  sum  by  his  judicious  hot  somevktf 
unscrupulous  operationa.  He  was  alit 
anxious,  if  practicable,  to  extrtcale  Laid 
Drsddlington,  at  the  proper  coniunetoss^ 
with  as  little  damage  aa  poesible  to  hm 
lordship's  fortune  or  character:  for  kci 
lordship's  countenance  and  good  offices  vfis 
becoming  of  greater  consequence  to  Ut» 
Gammon  than  ever.  It  waa  true  that  b$ 
posseased  information — I  mean  that  ei» 
eeming  Titmouse's  birth  and  tree  positifli 
— ^which  he  considered  would,  whenever  hi 
thought  fit  to  avail  himself  of  it,  give  kia 
tahject  of  the  late  verdicts  a^auoX  >3^«mA%XLMAVQL>a^TGAaver^  over  the  unhappy^ 
which  he  pledged  h\mae\t  io  tev^«a«fi\\ lot  ^iaa  wiXtA  \^v^  \jS»\\wx\»,  ^5l  ikilil 


^  a  proper  way  to  Mi. 


TBN  TKOV&AtiJy  A  YJBAB. 


4m 


'  bai  wot  to  be  attempted  bnt  in  the  very  last 
resort.  He  would  sometimes  gaxe  at  the 
uneonsoiotts  earl,  and  soeculate  in  a  sort  of 

«  rsrery  upon  the  possible  effects  attending 
the  dreaaed  di^losure,  till  he  would  giro  a 
sort  of  inward  start  as  he  realised  the  fear- 
liil  and  irretrieTable  extent  to  which  he  had 
eommitted  himself.  He  shuddered  also  Ut 
think  that  he  was,  moreover,  in  a  measure, 
at  the  mercy  of  Titmonse  himself— who. 
In  some  mad  moment  of  drunkenness  or  des- 
peration, or  pique,  or  reTenge,  might  dis- 
close the  fatal  secret,  and  precipitate  upon 
him,  when  least  prepared  for  them,  all  its 
long-dreaded  eonseqaences.  The  elender 
faeulties  of  Lord  Dreddlington  had  been 
for  months  in  a  state  of  novel  and  grateful 
excitement,  through  the  occupation  afforded 
them  by  his  connexion  with  the  fashionable 
modes  of  commercial  enterprise— joint-stock 
eompantes— the  fortunate  members  of  which 
got  nch,  they  scarce! j  knew  how.  It  seem- 
ed as  though  certain  persons  had  but  to  ac- 
quire a  nominal  connexion  vrith  some  great 
enterprise  of  this  description,  to  find  it 
pouring  wealth  into  their  coffers  as  if  by 
magic;  and  it  was  thus  that  Lord  Dred- 
dlington, amongst  others,  found  himself 


from  which  he  looked  fbrward  to  realltli^, 
at  no  very  distant  day,  the  most  resplendent 
results.  Never  had  one  man  obtained  over 
aifbther  a  more  complete  mastery,  than  had 
Mr.  Gammon  over  the  Earl  of  Dreddling- 
ton, at  whose  exclusive  table  he  was  a  fre- 
quent guest,  and  thereby  obtained  oppoi^ 
tunities  of  acquiring  the  good-will  of  one  or 
I  two  other  persons  of  the  earPs  status  and 
calibre. 

His  lordship  was  iitting  in  his  libraiT 
(his  table  covered  with  letters  and  papers) 
one  morning,  with  a  newspaper — the  Afbrfi- 
ing  Orowl — lying  in  his  lap,  and  a  certain 
portion  of  the  aforesaid  newspaper  he  had 
read  over  several  times  with  exquisite  s»- 
tisfaction.  He  had,  late  on  the  preceding 
evening,  returned  from  hts  seat  ((oppleton 
Hall)  m  Hertfordshire,  whither  he  haa  been 
suddenly  called  on  business  early  in  tiio 
morning;  so  that  it  was  not  until  the  time 
at  which  he  is  now  presented  to  the  reader, 
that  his  lordship  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
perusing  what  was  now  affording  him  su^ 
^ratification,  viz.  a  brief,  but  highly  flattei^* 
mg  report  of  a  splendid  white-bait  dinnelr 
which  had  been  given  to  him  the  dav  be- 
fore at  Blackwall,  by  a  party  of  some  thirty 


qni^ly  realizing  very  considerable  sums  of  gentlemen,  who  were,  inier  noa^  most  adroit 


money,  without  apparent  risk  or  exertion- 


Gammon,  and  one  or  two  others,  who, 
while  they  treated  him  as  a  mere  instrument 
to  aid  in  effecting  their  own  putposes  in  de- 
luding the  publie,  yet  contrived  to  impress 


and  successful  traders  upon  the  credulity 


his  movements  bemg  skilfully  guided  by    of  the  public,  as  founders,  managers,  and 


and  became  productive  to  its  originators  1^| 
Many  attempts  were  made  by  his  brother 
peers,  and  those  who  once  had  considerable 
influence  over  him,  to  open  his  eyes  to  the 
ver^  questionable  nature  of  the  conoems  to 
which  he  was  so  freely  lending  the  sanction 
of  his  name  and  personal  intenerence ;  but 
his  pride  and  obstinacy  caused  him  to  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  their  suggestions;  and  the 
skilful  and  delicious  flatteries  of  Mr.  Gam- 
mon and  others,  seconded  by  the  substan- 
tial 'fruits  of  his  various  speculations,  urged 
htm  on  from  step  to  step,  till  he  became 


directors    of  various    popular  Joint-stock 

companies ;  and  the  progress  of*^  which,  in 

public  estimation,  had  been  materiallj  ao-  - 

celerated  by  the  countenance  of  so  distin- 


him  with  the  flattering  notion  tiiat  he  was  <  guished  a  nobleman  as  the  Right  Hon.  the 
most  My  guiding  their  movements,  and  Earl  of  Dreddlington,  K.  G.  &c.  &c.  &e. 
richly  entitled  to  their  deference  and  grati-  When  his  lordship's  carriage  —  contain- 
tnde.  Twas,  indeed,  ecstasy  to  poor  old  ing.himself,  in  evening  dress,  and  wearing 
Lord  Dreddlin^n  to  liehold  his  name,  his  star  and  red  riband,  and  also  his  son-in- 
fiom  time  to  time,  glittering  in  the  vain—  law,  the  member  for  Yatton,  who  was 
himself  figuring  away  as  a  chief  patron,  a^  dressed  in  the  highest  style  of  fashionable 
prime  mover,  m  some  vast  and  lucrative,, elegance— drew  up,  opposite  the  door- way 
Undertaking,  which,  almost  from  the  first,  of  the  hotel,  he  was  received,  on  alighting, 
moment  oi  its  projection,  attracted  the  no-  by  several  of  tiiose  who  had  assembled  to 
tice  and  confidence  of  the  moneyed  classes^  do  him  honour,  in  the  same  sort  of  flattering 


and  reverential  manner  which  you  may 
conceive  would  be  exhibited  bv  a  party  of 
great  East  India  directors,  on  the  occasion 
of  their  giving  a  banquet  to  a  newly-ap- 
pointed governor-general  of  India !  Covert 
nad  been  laid  for  thirty-five ;  and  the  enter- 
tainment was  in  all  respects  of  the  most 
sumptuous  description — every  way  worthy 
of  the  entertainers  and  their  distingoished 
guest.  Not  far  from  tiie  earl  sat  Mr.  Cram- 
mon— methinks  I  see  now  his  gentlemanly 
figure— his  dark-blue  coat,  white  waistcoat, 
and  simple  black  stock— his  calm  smile,  his 


one  of  the  most  active  and  constant  in  his   keen  watchful  eye,  his  well-developed  fore* 
interference  with  the  concern  of  one  or  two,  head,  sug^Uns  tc^  xt^^^tw^^^N:)  tjl  "^m^ 
greet  specnlstions,  such  as  have  been  men- « liV^esxVivnd  of  vtiXiwX«fcXNX«\ 'wici^^^  ^""^^st^ 
aaogdla  a  former  put  oi  this  hiitorj,  a«id^  ivaB  si  «vSb4iM^  f^«ei\t^»ttaa\sLXfi&^«AiSEBA^ 


^w^ 


TBN  THOUSAND  A   YRAR- 


winbli  was  bland  apd  fraoinatixiff  aa  ey«r ; 

and  towaida  the  neat  man  of  the  day,  he 

exhibited  a  marked  air  of  deference  that  was 

Indeed,  to  the  object  of  it,  moat  delicious 

and  sedactive.     The  earl  soon  mounted 

.into  the  seventh  heaven  of  delight ;  he  had   share  he  was  takinj^  In  directin^^  the 

never  experienced  any  thing  of  this  sort  be-,  mercial  enterprise  of  the  oonntry  inu>pn>p« 

fore;  he  felt  aLORirrED-— for  such  qualities  quarters,  and  tp  proper  objects ;  and,  mon^ 

:ir«re  attributed  to  him  in  the  after  dinner,  over,  while  he  was    thus  benefiting  kui 


such  oppoitonilias*  Wbmt  pxaeliail  tapt 
and  judffment  he  felt  cofwciona  of  exbiU^ 
ingt  whUe  directing  the  experienced  eB» 

B'ea  of  mercantile   men    and  capitalists!, 
ow  proud  and  delighted  was  be  at  iIm 


speeches,  as  even  he  had  not  before  imagined 
tne  existence  of  in^mself;  his  ears  were. 


lavished  with  the  sound  of  his  own  praises,   the  House  of  Lords,  also,  he  displayed  a 
Me  was  infinitely  more  intoxicated  by  the'  wonderful    energy,    and    manifested  auF 


magnificent  compliments  which  he  received, 
than  by  the  veiy  unusual  Quantity  of  cham-. 
pagne  which  he  had  half  unconsciously 


taken  during  dinner;  the  combined  effect,  lordships,  to  inquire  iaio  the  best  mode  of 


oi  them  being  to  produce  a  state  of  delight- 
ful excitement  which  he  had  never  known^ 
before.  Mr.  Titmouse,  M.  P.,  also  came 
in  for  his  share  of  laudation,  and  made— - 


said  the  report  in  the  Morning  Grotn/— a,  mlttee 

brief  but  very  spirited  speech,  in  return  for       ** 

his  health  lieing  proposed.     At  length,  it 

being  time  to  thinx  of  returning  to  town^  that  the  declining  health  of  Sir  Misenlkk 


his  lordship  withdrew.  Sir  Sharper  Bubble^^ 
(the  chairman,)  and  others,  attending  him 
bareheaded  to  his  carriajne,  which  his  lord- 
ship and  Titmouse  having  entered,  drove 
off  amidst  the  bows  and  courteous  inclina-. 
tions  of  the  gentlemen  standing  on  and^ 
around  the  steps.  Titmouse  almost  imme-, 
diately  fell  asleep,  overpowered  by  the  pro- 


of a  more  directly  buaioeas  charaotsr,  hif 
lordship  was  taking  active  measures  -!> 
wards  organizing  a  company  for  the.p8^ 
chase  of  me  Isle  of  Doga,  and  workiag  tki 
invaluable  mines  of  copper,  lead,  and  eod, 
which  lay  underneath,  llieae  and  other 
matters  fully  occppied  his  lordship^s  atiea» 
tion,  and  kept  him  from  inoming  to  aigkt 
in  a  pleasorable  atate  of  excitement  and  a^ 
tivity.  Still  he  had  hia  drawbacks  Tbe 
inexorable  premier  continued  to  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  all  hia  solicitations  (or  a  marquisale^ 
till  lie  bejjan  to  entertain  the  notion  of  traa^- 
ferring  his  support  to  the  Oopoaition ;  and, 
in  fact,  he  resolved  upon  doing  so,  if  s^ 
other  session  elapaed  without  hia  receiTiM 
the  legitimate  reward  of  his  stead&st  i» 
herence  to  the  Libezal  cause.  Thea  agiis 
he  became  more  and  moce  arnsihlff  *'^ 
Lady  Cecilia  was  iK>t  happy  in  her  saiiai 
with  Mr.  Titmouse,  and  tnai  his  c^pjaei 
was  not  calculated  to  make  her  so;  is  htd^ 
his  lordship  began  to  susnect  that  there  wai 
a  total  incompatability  ot  tempers  anddi^ 
positions,  which  would  inevitably  focoe  m 
a  separation— under  existing  dxcumstaaaM 
BrmeB  commentarate  wlih  ihe  alA9<biMA«aV^^^^>^«^»^^%&d  emineotij  Mnadtisibkv 
vhioh  called  for  th«r  diii^\a^--^in«^Ek«a\  A^%\Qic^&\\^^\)^\&ia5s^3k\aaii^ — '**• 
wlucbiiad  Long  laia  doimaa^  ioi'wa  Ql\Q«GQsas»k^^A'^%^a3Jtk^viL^i&; 


.which  he  had  tadcen,  and  thus  left  the  earl, 
who  was  himself  in  a  much  more  buoyant 
humour  than  was  usual  with  him,  to  revel 
JB  the  recollection  of  the  homage  which  he 
had  been  rec^ving.  Now,  tnia  was  Uie 
affair,  of  which  a  very  flourishing  though, 
brief  account  (privately  paid  for  by  the  gen- 
tlemen who  sent  it)  appeared  in  the  Jmnp- 
ing  Growly  with  a  most  magnificent  speech 
ef  his  lordship*s  about  free  trade,  and  the 
expansive  principles  of  commercial  enter- 
nnse,  and  so  forth :  *twas  true,  that  the  earl  ^ 
bad  no  recollection  of  having  either  medi- 
tated the  delivery  of  any  such  speech,  or  ao- 
loally  delivered  it— but  he  might  have  done 
80,  for  all  that,  and  probably  did.  He  read 
over  the  whole  account  half-e^dozen  tiroes 
at  least,  as  I  have  already  said ;  and  at  the 
moment  of  his  being  presented  to  the  reader, 
sitting  in  his  easy-chair,  and  with  the 
newsn^Mr  on  his  lao,  he  was  in  a  very  de- 
lighttui  state  of  feeling.  He  secretly 
ewned  to  himself  that  he  was  not  entirely 
wndeserving  of  the  compliments  which  had 
been  paid  to  him.  Considerably  advanced 
thoagh  he  was  in  life,  he  was  developing 


country,  he  was  also  sensibly  augmontiaf 
his  own  private  revenue.     In  his  place  ii 


prising  interest  in  all  mercantile  qoestiooi 
started  there.  He  was,  consequently,  oosih 
nated  one  of  a  coounittae  appointed  by  tlicii 


extending  the  operation  of  joint-stock  coia> 
panies ;  and  asked  at  least  four  timet  ai 
many  questions  of  the  witnesses  called  Up 
fore  them  as  any  other  member  of  the  oofe* 


He  also  began  to  feel  still  loftier  atpiis* 
tions.    His  lordship  was  not  without  howi 


Muddle,  the  president  of  the  Board  ofTradti 
would  soon  open  a  proapect  for  his  lor** 
ship*8  accession  to  office,  as  the  suocesiai 
of  that  enlightened  statesman ;  feeling  cfi» 
scious  that  the  mercantile  part  of  the  eo» 
munity  would  look  with  great  approbatka 
upon  so  satisfactory  an  appouitment,  ui 
that  thereby  the  king's  government  woali 


digious  quantity  of  champagne  and  claret  ,  be  materially  strengthened.     As  for  matui 


TIN*  T  HOOKAHS  AYEJJL 


4n 


lory,  aiKi  (»  anv  one  of  eUarer  head  tbaa 
Ills  lordsbip  would  have  aeen)  most  incoD* 
iivtent  anaweiB.    Mr.  Titmonae's  extiaY»> 

Sint  eipenditure  waa  a  matter  4f  notorietf ; 
e  earl  himaelf  had  been  once  or  twice 
eompelled  to  come  forwatd,  fn  order  to  aa- 
abt  m  relieting  hia  aott-iif-taw^a  lioiiae£roiB 
execations ;  and  he  repeatedly  reasoned  and 
rsmonatiated  with  Mr.  Titmoose  on  the  im* 
propriety  of  many  ports  of  hia  coDdoctp— 
Titmouae  generally  acknowledging*  with 
much  appearance  of  companction  and  ain- 
eeiity,  tnat  the  earl  had  too  much  ground 
for  complaint*  and  proteatinff  that  he  meant 
to  change  altogether  one  of  Uieae  days.  In- 
deed, matters  would  aoon  have  been  brought 
to  a  crisis  between  the  earl  and  Titmouse, 
had  the  earl  not  been  so  constantly  immer- 
«ad  in  business  as  to  prevent  hie  mind  from 
dwelling  upon  the  Tarious  instances  of  Tit- 
tnooae^a  mtscondoet,  which  from  time  to 
time  came  under  hia  notice.  The  condition 
of  Lady  Cedltar  waa  one  which  gave  the 
«nrl  anxiety  and  interest.  Shewaaenctenie; 
«nd  the  proepect  winch  thia  affbnled  tiie 
eaii  of  the  family  faonoura  oontinotng  in  a 
e6nrse  of  direct  deacent,  gaTo  him  nnapeak* 
able  sadafaction.  Thua  u  it,  in  abort,  that 
no  one*8  onp  is  destitute  of  some  iosredienta 
of  bittemeas ;  that  the  wheat  and  ttie  tare^ 
bappineaa  and  anxiety  grow  np  togedier. 
The  above  will  aoifice  to  Indicate  the  course 
taken  by  his  lordship's  thoughts  on  the  pre* 
aeiit  ooeaalon.  He  aot  back  in  hia  chair  in 
a  sort  of  revery;  having  laid  down  hia  pa^ 
par,  aind  placeu  his  giAa  apeotaelea  on  the 
little  atand  beside  him,  wbere  lay  also  his 
maaaivB  old  gold  repeater.  The  Manming 
Onwl  of  that  mominq^  waa  very  late,  owing 
to  the  arrival  of  foreign  newa;  bat  it  waa 
brought  in  to  his  lordship  just  as  he  waa 
begpinninff  to  open  hia  letteis.  Theae  hia 
ioraahip  laid  aside  for  a  moment,  in  order 
to  akim  over  the  contents  of  his  paper;  on 
which  he  had  not  been  long  enffagea,  before 
hia  eye  lit  upon  .a  paragraph  that  cave  him 
n  dnadful  ahock,  blanchmg  hia  cheek,  and 
throwing  him  into  a  univereal  tremoc  He 
send  it  over  aeveral  timea,  idmoat  doubtbff 
whether  he  could  be  reading  correctly,  fi 
la  posafliie  that  the  experienced  reader  may 
qct  be  taken  as  much  by  aurpriae  aa  waa 
ikm  Eail  of  Dveddlinffton;  but  the  inteUi- 
^snee  eanveyed  bjr  the  paragraph  in  qnea* 
tton  waa  aimply  thia — ^thkt  the  AsTirioiAL 
SUu  CoMPAinr  had,  ao  to  apeak,  suddenly 
evaporated !  and  that  thia  reault  had  been 
pnc^italed  by  the  aatoimding  diacovery  in 
the  ett]r,  in  the  preceding  aftenioon,  that  the 
managing  director  of  the  company  had  boUed 
with  all  tha  avaiiabie  funds  of  Che  aoeiety : 
atnl  whoMbmdi  tUs  be^  bnl  the  gantlenma 


#lNr  hdd  inraaidedaoably'llie  evenbiir  bo- 
Ibie.  over  the  Bladcwall  dinner  to  bia  lord- 
aUfl,  vts.  Sir  8aiwm  ButaLa ! ! !  Tho 
pbmi  fact  waa,  that  that  worthy  had,  at  thai 
very  time,  oompleted  all  anranjgements  no- 
oeaaiiy  fiw  taking  the  very  decisive  atep  tm 
which  he  had  determined ;  and,  within  aa 
honr'a  time  of  handing  the  Eail  of  Dred* 
dlington  to  his  carriaffe,  in  the  way  that  baa 
baen  deaeribed,  hadilipped  into  a  boM 
moored  by  the  water  ^e,  and  got  aafely  on 
board  a  fine  brig  bound  for  America,  just  aa 
she  waa  hauling  up  anchor,  and  spreading 
forth  hex  canvaaa  befbre  a  atrong,  ateady 
east  wind,  vHiich  waa  at  that  moment  bear* 
ing  him,  under  the  name  of  Mr.  Snooka^ 
npid^  awmy  firom  the  artificial  and  nna^tia* 
frctory  atata  of  tftiinga  which  prevailed  in  the 
old  worid,  to  a  new  one,  where,  he  hoped, 
there  would  not  exiat  saeh  impedimenta  in 
the  way  of  extended  commereial  enterprise 
As  aoon  as  the  earl  iiad  a  little  recovered 
from  the  agitation  into  which  this  announce- 
ment Ind  thrown  him,  he  haatily  rang  hi* 
bell,  and  ordered  hia  caanage  to  be  got  inr 
atanify  in  readtneia.  Having  pnt  the  news* 
paper  into  hitf  packet,  ho  waa  aoon  on  hia 
way,  at  a  great  speed,  towarda  the  Poultry, 
in  tlie  city,  where  was  the  office  of  the  coi»*  ' 
pany,  wiui  the  £unteat  gHauner  of  a  hm 
tliat  there  might  be  aome  miatake  about  tno 
mattar.  Orderiilff  hia  servant  to  let  him 
out  tfao  inatant  that  the  carriage  drew  u^, 
die  earl,  not  allowing  hia  aervant  to  antics* 
pate  him,  got  down  and  renff  the  bell,  the 
oatar  door  being  oloaed,  although  it  waa 
now  twelve  o'iSock.  The  woi3a  ^'Aari'' 
noiAL  Railr  Compmit**  atill  ahone,  in  ph 
lattin  Imlf  a  foot  long^  on  the  green  bhn4 
of  the  wiialow  on  Che  groond  floor.  All 
8till--4ieeerted--Hiry  aa  Gideon^a  fleece! 
An  old  Woman  praaeutly  anawered  hia  sun»> 
nuHfta.  She  md  atie  believed  the  buaineaa 
waa  given  np;  and  there  had  been  a  good 

nmany  gentlemen  inquirinff  about  it — that  ho 
waa  welcome  to  go  in— %Bt  there  waa  no- 
body in  except  her  and  a  little  child.  With 
an  aiff  of  inconoef  vable  agitation,  hia  lord- 
ahip  went  into  the  officea  on  the  ground 
floor*  All  waa  silent:  no  elerka,  no  aer* 
vanta,  no  portaa  .er  raeaeengera ;  no  hooka, 
or  proapeetaaea,  or  writing  materials.  '^Pva 
jnat  given  every  thing  a  gpod  duating,  sir,** 
said  she  to  the  earl,  at  the  aame  time  wiping 
off  a  littiedfletwith  theeoinerof  her  apron, 
and  which  had  eacaped  her.  Then  thecal) 
went  np  atain  into  the  ^  Board  Room.* 
Thera^  ^ao,  all  waa  silent  and  deserted| 
and  very  dean  and  in  good  order.  Thert 
waa  tlie  green  baiie  covered  table,  at  whicli 
he  had  oftea  «a.V  ^ns&iivmi  «^«^  *^^  «^ 


7SK  TttOiraAlfD  A.  TBAB. 


to  HgktB.  Mr.  GrammOB  had  not  litfli  thj 
earljr  that  moniio^.  The  eaxl  sat  dowi, 
having  lemoyed  his  hat ;  and  in  placiog  it 
upon  the  table,  hia  eye  IM  upon  an  ijkfaA 
that  aoggaated  to  him  a  new  aooree  of 
amaaement  and  alarm*  It  waa  a  newly 
executed  parchment  coviTeyance,  folded  of 
in  the  usual  way,  about  a  fool  aqoare  is 
sire;  and  as  the  earl  aat  down,  hit  ejt 
could  scarcely  fail  to  read  the  superKiip- 
tion,  in  round  large  hand,  which  wastmae^ 
full  towards  him,  and,  in  short,  ran  thes  >^ 


**TlTTLBBAT  TiTHOUtB,  E«g. 
M.P. 

To 
Oily  GamnoD,  CTtaL 


Rbut    Cmutm 
on    EfllaiM  M 

Yattoii.         if 


i 


«*They  say  it*s  a  blow  up,  air,*^  quelh 
the  old  woman.  *'  But  I  should  think  it^s 
rather  sudden!  There's  been  acTeral  hers 
has  looked  as  much  atmckaayon,  airT* 

This  recalled  the  earl  to  his  senses,  and, 
without  uttering  a  word,  he  desoended  the 
•taiiB. 

**  Beg  pardon,  sir — ^but  could  yon  tell  me 
who  I'm  to  look  to  for  taking  care  of  the 
place  T  I  can*t  find  out  the  gentleman  as 
•ent  for  me*'- w 

"My  good  woman,**  replied  the  earl, 
&intly,  hastening  from  the  horrid  scene, 
**I  know  nothing  about  it;**  and,  stepping 
into  his  carriage,  he  ordered  it  to  drive  on 
to  Lombard  Street,  to  the  late  company's 
bankers.  As  soon  aa  he  had,  with  a  little 
indistinctness  arising  from  his  a^tatlon, 
Bwntioned  the  words  **  Artificial  Ram" — 

"  Account  closed  !'*  was  the  brief,  natter- 
ef-fact  answer,  given  in  a  business-like  and 
peremptory  tone^  the  apeaker  immediately 
attendmg  to  some  one  else.  The  eari  was 
too  much  agitated  to  obserre  a  knowing 
wink  interchanged  among  the  clerks  be- 
hind, as  soon  as  they  had  caught  the  words 
**  Artificial  Rain  Companjr.'* 
^^^x'^'The  eari,  with  increasing  agitation,  re- 
entered his  carriage  and  cvdered  it  to  be 
driven  to  the  office  of  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gam- 
mon, and  Snap.  There  he  arrived  in  a 
trice;  but,  being  informed  that  Mr.  Gam- 
mon had  not  yet  come,  and  would  probably 
be  found  at  his  chambers  in  Thavies'  Inn, 
the  horses*  heads  were  forthwith  turned, 
and  within  a  few  minutes'  time  the  carriage 
had  drawn  up  opposite  to  the  entrance  to 
Thavies*  Inn,  where  the  earl  had  never  been 
before.  WiUiout  sending  his  servant  on 
beforehand  to  inquire,  his  lordship  immedi- 
ately alighted,  aim  soon  found  out  the  stair* 
ease  where  were  Mr.  Gammon's  chambera, 
on  the  first  floor.  The  words,  **  Mr.  Gam- 
MOK,"  were  painted  in  white  lettere  over  the 
door,  the  outer  one  being  open.  His  lord- 
ship's rather  hasty  summons  was  answered 
by  Mr.  Gammon's  laundress,  a  tidy,  middle- 
aged  weman,  who  lived  in  the  chambers, 
and  informed  the  earl,  that  if  he  wished  to 
see  Mr.  Gammon,  he  had  better  step  in  and 
wait  for  a  minute  or  two,  aa  Mr.  Gammon 
had  onlj  just  gone  to  the  stationer's,  a  little 
way  off,  and  said  he  ahould  be  back  in  a 
minute  or  two. 

In  went  the  earl,  and  sat  down  in  Mr. 
Gammon's  sittfaig-room.  It  was  a  fair- 
aised  room,  neatly  furnished,  more  for  nee 
than  show.  A  plain  deal  book-case,  stretch- 
ing over  the  whole  of  one  side  of  the  room, 

WB8  filled  with  hooka,  and  VMind.^  \V  vod  l^uumeu  wo  ean,  m  a  Yaiienng 
^posite  to  Uie  fireplsce,  wan  ^«  ^oot  QlV^NvXi'^v  \&  ^%  \sA»fi\ti^of  thatr*  poisii^ 
Mr.  Gammon's  heS-room,  -wYkvoV,  W\n!feWv^^\x«aw^fi^^n^  Na  ^<^,  t^^ 
•pan,  eppeared  M  if  nol  b%T\l^t^w{al^ w^^  ^Vm^^^^ 


This*  almost  stopped  the  Eari's  brealk 
With  trembling  hands  he  put  on  his  spt^ 
tedes,  to  assure  himself  that  he  read  coh 
rectly;  and  with  a  face  overspread  wilk 
dismay,  was  gaaing  intently  at  the  writo^ 
holding  the  parchment  in  his  hands;  mk 
while  Uius  absorbed,  Mr.  Gammon  eatoei 
having  shot  across  the  inn  and  sprung  i^ 
stairs  with  lightning  speed,  the  instsnt  in 
his  eye  had  caught  Lo^  DreddlingtoaY 
equipage  standing  opposite  to  the  inn.  Hi 
had  instantly  recollected  haTinff  left  on  fti 
table  the  deed  in  questioo,  whieh  had  htm 
executed  by  Titmouse  only  the  eveaiag  b^ 
fore;  and  little  anticipated  that,  of  all  ps- 
sons  upon  earth,  Lora  Dreddlingten  wooU 
be  the  first  whose  eye  woold  light  upon  \L 
'Twas,  perhaps,  somewhat  indisciett  H 
leave  it  there;  but  it  was  in  Gaauaoa'i 
own  private  reaidence— where  he  had  vnj 
few  viaitors,  especially  at  that  time  of  ikf 
day;  and  he  had  intoided  only  i  momcai 
ary  absence,  having  gone  out  on  the  ia- 
pulse  of  a  sudden  suggestion.  See  thi 
result! 

««My  Lord  Dreddlinffton !"  exebhwl 
Gammon,  breathless  with  4iasle  and  agil^ 
tion,  the  instent  he  saw  hia  worst  appn^ 
hensions  fulfilled.  The  eari  looked  ap  tf 
him,  aa  it  were  mechanically,  over  \m 
glasses,  vrithout  moving,  or  attemptiiy  It 
speak. 

."  I— -I-ybeg  your  lord^p*s  pardon !"  b 
added,  quickfy  and  atemly,  advaneii^  l» 
wards  Lord  Dreddlineton.  «*  Paidoa  m$t 
but  surely  your  lordship  cannot  be  awM 
of  the  liberty  you  are  taking — my  pnfan 
papers !"— end  with  an  eager  and  not 
ceremonious  hand,  he  took  the  convi 
out  of  the  unresisting  grasp  of  hit 
visiter. 

«>Sir — Mr.  Gammon  !"--«t  length  c» 
claimed  the  earl,  in  a  falteri 
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**  Whtd  ii  iif  A  pritate— a  strietly  pri- 
rmta  document  of  mine,  my  lord*^ — replied 
Gammon,  with  breathlese  impetuosity,  hie 
eye  flashinfir  fury,  and  hie  face  haying  be- 
come deadly  pale—'*  one  with  which  your 
Jordehip  has  no  more  concern  than  your 
footman— one  which  I  surely  might  naye 
fancied  safe  from  intrusive  eyes  in  my  own 
priwiU  rendenee — one  which  I  am  confound- 
ed ;  3^s,  confounded !  my  lord,  finding  that 
yon  could  for  an  instant  allow  yourself—- 
consider  yourself  warranted  in  even  look- 
ing at— pryinff  into— and  much  less  pre- 
•oming  to  ask  questions  concerning  it.*' 
He  held  the  parchment  all  this  while  tight- 
ly msped  in  his  hands;  his  appearance 
and  manner  might  have  overpowered  a  man 
of  stronger  nerves  than  the  Earl  of  Dred- 
dlington.  On  him,  however,  it  appeared  to 
produce  no  impression ;  his  faculties  seem- 
ing (]uite  absorbed  with  the  discovery  he 
hM  just  made,  and  he  simply  inquired, 
without  moving  from  his  chair — *«I8  it  a 
lact,  sir,  that  you  have  obtained  a  rent- 
bhaiffe  of  two  thousand  a  year  upon  my 
•on-in-law*s  property  at  Yatton  T* 

"I  deny  peremptorily  your  lordship's 
tight  to  ask  me  a  single  question  arising 
out  of  information  obtained  in  such  a  dis — 
I  mean  such  an  unprecedented  manner  !'* 
answered  Gammon,  vehemently. 

**Two  thousand  a  year,  sirf  out  of  my 
ton-in-law's  property  r*  repeated  the  earl, 
with  a  kind  of  bewildered  incredulity. 

^I  cannot  comprehend  your  lordship's 
conduct  in  attempting  neither  to  Justify 
what  you  have  done,  nor  apologize  for  it," 
•aid  Gammon,  endeavouring  to  speak  calm- 
ly; and  at  the  same  time  depositing  the 
conveyance  in  a  large  iron  safe,  and  then 
locking  the  door  of  it.  Lord  Dreddlington, 
the  while,  eyeing  hie  movements  in  si- 
lence. 

**Mr.  Gammon,  I  must  and  will  have 
this  matter  explained;  depend  upon  it,  I 
will  have  it  looked  into  and  thoroughly 
iifted,"  at  length  said  Lord  Dreddlington,' 
with  returning  self-possession,  as  Gammon 
observed: 

^  Can  your  lordship  derive  any  right  to 
iofbrmation  from  me,  out  of  an  act  of  your 
lordship's  which  no  honourable  mind— nay, 
If  your  lordship  insists  on  ray  making  my- 
self understooa  :  I  will  say,  an  act  which 

no  gentleman  would  resort  to,  unless" 

The  earl  rose  from  his  chair  with  calmness 
and  dignity. 

^A^at  your  notions  of  honourable  or 
gentlemanly  conduct  m&y  happen  to  be, 
air,**  aaid  the  old  peer,  drawing  himself  up 
to  his  full  height,  and  speaking  with  hia 
n#iia>  delibenuonf  **  it  may  not  be  worth 


my  while  to  inquhc;  but  Im  meiell  yon, 
sir"^— 

**  My  lord,  I  beg  your  forgiveness ;  I  hum 
certainly  been  hurried  by  my  excitement 
into  expressions  which  I  would  gladly  witH- 
draw.'' 

**  Hear  me,  sir,"  replied  the  eari,  with  a 
composure  which,  under  the  circumstances, 
was  wonderful ;  ^  it  is  the  first  time  in  my 
life  that  any  one  has  oreeumed  to  speak  to 
me  in  such  a  manner,  and  to  use  such  lan- 
guage ;  and  I  Will  neither  forget  it,  sir,  nclr 
forgive  it" 

•^Then,  my  lord,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
reasserting  what  I  had  withdrawn,"  salil 
Gammon,  nis  blood  tingling  in  all  his  vein*. 
He  had  never  given  Lord  Dreddlington 
credit  for  being  able  to  exhibit  the  spirit 
and  self-command  which  he  was  then  dii- 
playing.  The  earl  bowed  loAily  as  Gam- 
mon spoke ;  and  when  he  had  concluded-—  - 

'*When  I -entered  your  room,  sir,  that 
document  caught  my  eye  accidentally ;  and 
on  seeing  upon  the  outside  of  it— for  no 
further  have  I  looked — ^the  name  of  my  own 
son-in-law,  it  was  but  natural  that  1  should 
suppose  there  could  be  no  objection  to  my 
looking  further,  at  the  outside.  That  was  my 
opinion,  sir ;  that  is  my  opinion ;  your  prfr> 
sumptuous  expressions,  sir,  cannot  change 
my  opinion,  nor  make  me  forget  our  rela- 
tive positions,"  he  added,  haughtily ;  **  and 
I  once  more  demand, sit,  what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  that  extraordinary  documf  nt1" 

Mr.  Gammon  was  taken  quite  by  surpiia^ 
by  this  calmqess  and  resolution  on  the  palt 
of  the  earl ;  and  while  his  lordship  spoke, 
and  for  some  mometiis  aAer,  gazed  at  him 
sternly,  yet  irresolutely,  his  faculties  strain- 
ed to  their  utmost  to  determine  upon  the 
course  he  should  take  in  so  totally  unexpec^ 
ed  an  emergency.  He  was  not  long,  now- 
ever,  in  deciding. 

**  Since  your  lordship  desires  information 
from  me,  let  me  request  you  to  be  seated,** 
said  he,  in  a  tone  and  with  an  air  of  pro- 
found courtesy,  such  as,  in  its  turn,  took 
his  noble  compAnton  by  surprise ;  and  he 
slowly  resumed  his  seat,  Gammon  also  sil- 
tiujg  down  nearly  opposite  to  him.  **  May 
I,  in  the  first  plaee,  ask  to  what  circum- 
stance I  am  indebted  for  the  honour  of  this 
visit!"  he  inquired. 

**  O,  sir— sir — by  the  way— indeed  yon 
may  well  ask — ^yeu  most  have  heard,"  sud^ 
denly  and  vehemently  interrupted  the  earl, 
whose  mind  could  hold  but  one  important 
matter  at  a  time. 

*' To  what  does  your  lordship  allude  T* 
inquired  Gammon,  who  knew  perfectly  well 
ailthewVkWe.    'tt%V\tK^\\%\  VV\\5\'^^\saa.' 
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inttrfUBent  giving  you,  giaciuui  HoBfca !  t 
charge  of  two  thousand  poanda  m  yeai  apn 
my  8on-in-law*8  estate  1  Sir,  onee  for  aO, 
I  peremptorily  inuat  on  an  answer  bdbie  I 
leave  your  chambers ;  and,  if  I  do  not  oblab 
it,  I  shall  iDBtantlv  cause  a  rigorous  isqaiiy 
to  be  set  on  foot.'^ 

[**Yoii  drivelling,  obstinate  old  Cool  f* 
thought  Grammon,  looking  the  while  wiA 
mild  anxiety  at  the  earl,  *'*  if  you  weiei0^ 
doum  dettd  at  myfttt^  now,  ai  this  BMnoii^ 
what  vexation  vou  would  save  me!  M 
it  ever  before  fall  to  the  lot  of  mortal  nai 
to  have  to  deal  with  two  such  idiots  ai 
you  and  Titmouse  V] 

**  Well,  then,  my  lord,  since  your  lordahip 
is  so  pertinacious  on  the  jpoint*-ieCaiiiii| 
my  atroDg  opinion  concenung  the  vefy  i» 
warrantable  means  which  enable  yoatopic 
the  question  to  me— I  disdain  e^uivoeaM 
or  further  concealment,^*  he  conUnued,  wiifc 
forced  composure,  '*  and  distinctly  admit thil 
the  document  which  was  lately  ta  jm 
lordship^s  hands,  it  an  instrument  haw 
tlie  effect  which  it  professes  to  have.  B 
gives  me,  my  lord,  a  reot-eharve  for  thi 
term  of  mv  life,  of  two  thousand  poapdi  i 
year  upon  Mr.  Titmouse's  eetste  of  Vattds.** 

•«  Good  God,  sir  !'*  exclaimed  the  esd, 
gazing  at  Grammon,  as  if  thunderatnMl 
with  an  answer  which  he  <M>uld  not  but  kan 
calculated  upon,  and  which  was,  iadsed, 
inevitable. 

«*  That  is  the  fact,  my  lord,  undoobtedl/,* 
said  Gammon,  w*th  the  air  of  a  man  who 
has  made  up  his  mind  to  eneounttf  sons^ 
thinsr  very  serious  and  unpleasant. 

^*  Fhere  never  was  such  a  thing  heard  a( 
sir !  Two  thousand  pounds  a  year  gim 
to  his  solicitor  by  my  son-in-law.  nky 
he  is  a  mere  boy"— 

^*  He  was  old  enouprh  to  marry  the  Lady 
Cecilia,  my  lord,*'  interrupted  GarasMH^ 
calmlv,  but  very  bitterly. 

^'That  may  be,  sir,''  replied  the  eadt 
his  face  faintly  flushing ;  *<  but  he  is  ign^ 
rant  of  business,  sir— of  the  world;  or  j« 
must  have  taken  advantage  of  him  wbeslv 
was  intoxicated." 

(*  Nothing — nothing  of  the  kind,  my  loid. 
Never  was  Mr.  Htmouse  mors  sober;  sewf 
in  fuller  possession  of  his  faculties ;  d0v« 
did  he  do  any  thing  more  delihentelj,tbai 
when  he  signed  that  conveyance." 

*«  Why,  have  you  purchased  it,  sir  I  gifM 
consideration  for  it  1"  inquired  the  eari,  «it| 
a  perplexed  air. 

**  vVhy  did  not  your  lordship  ask  that 
question  before  t  You  felt  yourself  at  lib«^ 
to  make  the  harsh  and  injurious 
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Bein  fHompany,  htf  had  eontiived  to  erem 
out  of  it,  by  selling  such  shares  as  he  held, 
M  a  Utile  lessi  oertainly ;  and  he  would  have 
'done  the  sasie  for  the  earl  had  it  been  prae- 
K^able;  but  his  lordship's  sudden  ioumey 
into  Hertfordshire  had  prevented  his  eom- 
isnnicatinff  with  his  lomsbip,  till  the  time 
|br  actbg  had  passed.  Now,  therefore,  he 
issolved  to  be  taken  by  soiprise. 

^  To  what  do  I  allude,  sir !"  echoed  the 
aarl,  with  much  agilbtion,  taking  the  news- 
paper ifom  his  pocket:  »*The  Artificial 
Rain  Company,  sir" 

*  "Well,  my  lord !"-— — ezelaimed  Gam- 
inon,  impatiently. 

*'Sir,  it  is  gone!  Blown  up— entiiely 
disappeared,  sir !" 

"Crone!  blown  np!  The  Artificial  Rain 
CampaayT  Oh,  my  lord,  it's  impossi- 
ble!'' cried  Gammon,  with  well-feigned 
amazement. 

"Sir — it  is  clean  gone,  •  Sir  Sharper 
Bubble  has  absconded  T" 

His  lordship  handed  the  paper  to  Mr. 
Qammon,  who  read  the  parafirraph  ^which 
he  had  read  some  hour  or  two  before  in  bed, 
where  his  own  copy  of  the  Morning  Orowl 
was  at  that  moment  lying)  with  every  ap- 
pearance of  horror,  and  the  paper  quite 
shook  in  his  trembling  hands. 

"  It  cannot— it  eannoi  be  trae,  my  lord !" 
said  he. 

"  Sir,  it  u.  I  have  been  myself  to  the 
Company's  office :  it  is  quite  closed ;  shut 
up ;  there  is  only  an  old  woman  there,  sir ! 
And,  at  the  banker's,  the  only  answer  is— 

*  Account  closed  I' " 

"  Then  1  am  nearly  a  couple  of  thousand 
nsonds  poorer— my  Uod !  what  shall  I  do  t 
Do,  ray  lord,  let  ns  drive  off  instantly  to 
Sir  Sharper  Bubble's  house,  and  see  if  he 
he  really  0oae*  It  may  be  a  villanoos  fa- 
brication altogether;  I  never  will  believe 
4h»t  such  a  man— How  miserable,  that  both 
your  lordship  and  I  should  have  been  out 
of  town  yesterday!" 

Thus  Gammon  went  on,  with  great  eager- 
ness, hoping  to  occupy  Lord  Dreddlington'a 
thoughts  exclusively  with  the  matter ;  but 
he  was  mistaken.  The  earl,  afler  a  little 
pause,  reverted  to  the  previous  topic,  and 
repeated  his  inquiry  as  to  the  rent^harge, 
with  an  air  of  such  serious  determination  as 
soon  satisfied  Gammon  that  there  was  no 
snuling  the  crisis  which  had  so  suddenly 
arisen.  With  the  topic,  his  lordship  also 
unconsciously  changed  his  manner,  which 
was  now  one  of  offended  majesty. 

'*Sir,"  said  he,  with  stately  deliberation, 
f  what  you  haye  aald  to  myaeU  ^i^onaU^^ 
oaonot  he  unsaid;  but  I  deaua  ^  v\^Tk  ^vVi^^q^V^^^' 
•WW,  Mr.  Gammon,  to  a  pUm  ane^^iu   \%\    ''''  ^\^lw>^  wiA^  \i«  «s^«fi*Svtje:^ 
the  dooumsal  which  1  \\ad  Ui  m^  \i^«A, ssi\    ''^^o,m^V«^A>iT«XHr>^\aV.vw\ 
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iltfM  gi  ran  TBloe  for  it-— fiill  Ttlae}  and  Mr. 
Titmouse,  if  you  ask  kirn,  will  lell  you  so,'' 
The  earl  paused. 

**AjDd  is  the  considaiatioB  ncoided  in 
the  deed,  sir  1** 

*<  It  is,  my  lord,  and  truly.*' 

'*  I  must  ask  you,  sir,  do  vou  mean  to  tell 
me  that  you  have  given  Aul  ralue  for  this 
rent-charge  1*' 

**  Full  value,  my  lord." 

*'  Then,  why  all  this  mystery,  Mr.  Gam- 
mon 1" 

**  Let  me  ask,  in  my  turn,  my  lord,  why 
all  these  questions  about  a  matter  with  which 
you  have  nothing  to  do  1  ^onld  it  not  be 
much  better  for  your  lonlship  to  attsnd  to 
pour  own  affairs,  Just  now,  after  the  rety 
alarming"——— 

«*  Sir— -sir — ^I— I— that  is— niy  oonoezn," 
stammered  the  earl,  veiy  nearly  thrust  out 
of  his  course  by  this  stroke  of  Grammon*s; 
but  he  soon  recovered  himself;  for  the 
topic  they  were  discussing  had  taken  a 
thorough  hold  of  his  mind. 

*'Did  you  give  a  pecuniary  eoBsidemp 
tion,  Mr.  Gammon  V 

**  1  gave  a  large  sum  in  ready  money ; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  consideration  is 
expressed  to  be,  my  long  and  arduous  ser- 
vioes  to  Mr.  Htmouse,  in  putting  him  into 
possession  of  his  property." 

^*  Will  yon,  then,  favour  me  with  a  copy 
of  this  deed,  that  1  may  examine  it,  and 
submit  it  to  competent"— « 

^  No,  my  IcM'd,  I  will  do  no  such  thing," 
replied  Gammon,  peremptorily. 

**  You  will  not,  sir  1"  repeated  the  earl, 
after  a  pause,  bis  cold  blue  eye  fixed  stead- 
£istly  upon  that  of  Gammon,  and  his  face 
full  or  stem  and  haughty  defiance. 

*'  No,  my  lord,  I  will  not.  Probably  <Aa< 
answer  is  explicit  enough !"  replied  Gam- 
mon, returning  Lord  Dreddlington's  look 
with  unwavering  steadfastness*  There 
was  a  pause. 

**  But  one  conclusion  can  be  drawn,  then, 
from  your  refusal,  sir— one  highly  disad- 
vantageous to  you,  sir.  No  one  can  avoid 
the  conclusion  that  there  kas  been  foul 
play,  and  fraud"— - 

*«  You  are  a  peer  of  the  realm.  Lord 
Dreddlington ;  try  to  be  a  gentUman^^^ 
■aid  Gammon,  who  had  tomed  deadly  pale. 
1^  earl's  eye  continued  fixed  on  Gam- 
mon, and  his  lip  slightly  quivered.  He 
seemed  amaxed  at  Gammon's  audacity. 
**  Ijet  me  recommend  your  lordship  to  be 
more  cautious  and  measured  in  your  Ian- 
gnaffs,"  said  Gammon,  visibly  struggling  to 
speak  with  calmness;  **espectuly  con- 
eMrninff  matters  on  which  yon  ars  utteriy 
—-profoundly  ^gnomot"— *• 

**  t  will  not  long  remain  so,  Mt.  Gaain 


men;  you  msy  rely  npon  it,"  replied  the 
earl,  with  sustained  finnness  and  nauteur. 

[«•  Shall  n  shall  It  thaU  I  proetrats 
you,  insolent  old  fool!  soul  and  body^'* 
UuNmht  GammoB.] 

»« I  will  instantly  seek  out  Mr.  Tftmouse,** 
continued  the  earl,  **  and  will  soon  get  siC 
the  bottom  of  this— this-^mnstrous  trans- 
action*" 

*«  I  cannot,  of  course,  control  your  lord- 
ship's motions,  if  3ron  do  apply  to  Mr. 
Titmouse,  ton  will  in  all  probability  rs* 
ceive  the  inmrmation  yon  sedc  for — ^that  is, 
if  Mr.  Titmouse  tftore,  without  first  consist- 
ing me'*— 

'« If— Mr.— Titmouse— dbre,  sir!"  echoed 
the  earl. 

**Yes,  dart!^  furiously  retorted  Gam- 
mon, his  eye,  as  it  were,  momentarily  flash- 
ing fire. 

«« Sir,  this  is  very  highly  amusing !"  said 
Lord  Dreddlington,  tr^ng  to  smile ;  but  it 
was  impossible.  His  hands  trembled  so 
muck  that  he  could  not  drew  on  his  glov« 
without  great  effort 

**  To  »ie»  my  lord,  it  is  very,  very  pain- 
ful," replied  Gammon,  with  an  agitation 
which  he  could  not  conceal ;  **  not  painful 
on  my  own  account,  but  your  lord-^ 
ship's'^ 

'*  Sir,  I  thank  you  for  your  sympathy," 
interrupted  Lord  Dreddlington,  with  a  faint  * 
smile.  *<  bi  the  mean  wbue,  you  may  de- 
pend upon  my  taking  steps  forthwidi  of  a 
somewhat  decisive  character.  We  shall 
see,  sir,  how  long  transactions  of  this  sot* 
can  be  concealed." 

At  this  point,  Gammon  bad  finally  de-^ 
termined  upon  making  bis  long-dreaded 
disclosure  to  the  fiarl  of  Dreddlington,  one 
that  would  instantly  topple  him  down  head- 
long over  the  battlements  of  his  lofty  and 
unapproachable  pride,  as  though  he  had 
been  struck  by  lightning.  Gammon  fell 
himself  getting  colder  every  minute,  hit 
agitation  driving  the  blood  from  his  ex- 
tremities back  upon  his  heart 

**  Your  lordship  has  spoken  of  eonctai* 
meni^'**  he  commenced,  with  visible  emo- 
tion.' ^'  Your  lordshi p's  offensive  and  most 
uncalled-for  observations  upon  my  motives 
and  conduct,  irritated  me  for  the  moment-* 
but  that  is  gone  by.  They  have,  however, 
worked  my  feelings  up  to^  point  whidi 
will  enable  me,  peniaps,  better  than  on  any 
future  occasion,  to  make  a  disclosure  to 
your  lordship  of  a  secret  that,  ever  since  it 
has  come  to  my  knowledge,  so  help  me 
Heaven !  has  made  me  the  most  miserable 
of  men."  There  was  something  in  Gam- 
mon's mannet  Wml  «<sck^^«^^^  «^^  ^^ 
ait  down  amivVciiaii^c^VKCt  \wswv^\!SsS«^^ 
had  nann,  «i4  ^iiVm»  \«  vsasto^  i^gatofL 
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h)  wondering  ^eaee  at  Gaminon,  who  pro* 
eeeded : — *«  It  is  a  diBcloRure  whicfar  will 
require  all  ^our  lordship's  strength  of  mind 
to  prevent  its  overpowering  you 

*«  Gracious  God,  sir,  what  do  yon  meant 
What  do  you  mean,  Mr.  Gammon  1  Go 
on !"  said  the  earl,  turning  verr  pale. 

**I  would  even  now,  my  lord,  shrink 
from  the  precipice  which  I  have  approach- 
ed, and  leave  your  lordship  in  ignorance  of 
that  which  no  earthly  power  can  remedy ; 
but  your  lordship's  singular  discovery  of 
the  rent^harge,  which  we  have  talked 
a^out  so  long  and  anxiously,  and  determina- 
tion to  become  fully  ac(^uainted  with  the 
circumstances  out  of  which  it  has  arisen, 
leave  me  no  option." 

^  Sir,  I  desire,  that  without  so  much  cir- 
cumlocution, you  will  come  to  the  point.  I 
cannot  divine  what  you  are  talking  about, 
what  you  meditate  telling  me;  but  I  be^ 
of  you,  sir,  to  tell  me  what  you  know^  and 
leave  me  to  bear  it  as  best  I  can." 

**.Your  lordship  shall  be  obeyed,  then. 
I  said,  some  little  time  ago,  that  the  instru- 
ment granting  me  the  rent-charge  upon  the 
Yatton  property,  recited,  as  a  part  of  the 
consideration,  my  arduous,  ana  longKx>n- 
tinued,  and  successful  exertions  to  place 
Mr.  Titmouse  in  possession  of  that  fine 
estate.  It  w^  I,  my  lord,  that  searched  for 
•him  till  I  found  him ;  the  rightful  heir  to 
tho  Yatton  estates,  the  possible  successor 
to  your  lordship*8  estates  and  honours. 
Night  and  day  I  have  toiled  for  him,  have 
overcome  all  obstacles,  and  at  length  placed 
him  in  the  splendid  position  which  he  now 
occupies.  He  is  not,  my  lord,  naturally 
of  a  generous  or  grateful  disposition,  as, 
perhaps,  your  lordship  also  may  be  aware 
of;  and  had  I  not  insisted  on  an  adequate 
return  for  mv  services,  he  would  have  given 
me  none.  Therefore,  1  required  him,  nay, 
I  extorted  from  him  the  instrument  in  ques- 
tion."   He  paused. 

**  Well,  sir.  Go  on !  I  hear  you,"  said 
the  earl,  somewhat  sternly;  on  which 
Gammon  resumed. 

**  How  I  first  acquired  a  knowledge  that 
Mr.  Aubrey  was  wrongfolly  enjoying  the 
Yatton  estates,  does  not  at  all  concern  your 
Iprdship ;  but  one  thing  dot»  concern  your 
lordship  to  know,  and  me  to  be  believed  by 
your  lordship  in  telling  you— that,  so  help 
me  Heaven  f  at  the  time  that  I  discoyered 
Mr.  Titmouse  behind  the  counter  of  Mr. 
Tagrag,  in  Oxford  street,  and  up  till  within 
a  couple  of  months  ago,  I  had  no  more 
doubt  about  his  beuAg  really  entitled,  as  heir- 
at-law"—*-    The  eaxl  gKve  ^  vidden  ataic 
**My  lord,  I  would  even  now  V«^  ^w«\%\aV%\  ^ 
umlship  to  let  me  take  •ou»  o>)Kei  o^v^i->^ai^^' 
UinitT,  when  we  eie  batk  tetHMK?^  "^   ""^ 


**Go  on,  sir,**  said  the  emrl,  .firmly,  biC 
in  a  lower  tone  of  voice  than  he  had  hdm 
spoken  in,  and  sitting  with  his  eyes  rivfUi 
on  those  of  Mr.  Gammon,  who,  notvil^ 
standing  his  lordship's  observatiovu  wm 
compelled  by  hie  own  sickening  Wtttioa 
to^ pause  for  a  moment  or  t#o.  Inen  ht 
resumed.  **I  was  saying,  that  till  ^»oil 
two  months  ago,  I  had  no  more  doubt  tfas 
I  have  of  your  lordship's  now  sitting  bdoi 
me,  that  Mr.  Titmonse  was  the  legitiiaali 
descendant  of  the  person  entitled  to  a^ 
the  Yatton  estates  in  preference  to  Mr.  Au- 
brey. His  pedigree  was  subjected  to  tfat 
severest  scrutiny  that  the  law  of  Eaglaad 
can    devise,  and   was    pronounced  co» 

plete" Gammon    beheld    Lord    Dred- 

dlington  quivering  all  over;  **bot  to  wf 
horror— only  /  know  it,  except  Mr.  Til- 
mouse,  to  whom  I  told  it — I  have  diaeof» 
ed,  by  a  most  extraordinary  accident,  Ibt 
we  were,  and  are,  all  mistaken."  Loid 
Dreddlington  had  grown  deadly  pale,  isJ 
his  lips  seemed  to  open  unoonscioodj, 
while ne inclined  towards  Gammon;  '^ud, 
I  may  as  well  tell  your  lordship  at  once  lb 
worst,  this  young  man,  Titmoose,  ts  onlji 
natural  son,  and,  what  is  worse,  of  t  sih 
man  who  had  a  former  husband  living"— 

Lord  Dreddlington  started  op  from  \m 
chair,  and  stagaered  away  from  it,  his  am 
moving  to  anoi  fro,  bis  face  the  very  pidon 
of  honror.  It  was  ghastly  to  look  at.  Hii 
lips  moved,  but  he  uttered  no  sound. 

/«0, my  lord!  For  God's  sake  be caha!" 
cried  out  Gammon,  dreadfully  shocksl, 
rushing  towards  the  earl,  who  kept  star 
gering  back,  his  hands  stretched  out  tsn 
to  keep  off  some  approaching  object  ^Ifj 
lord !  Lord  Dreddlington,  hear  me !  For 
Heaven's  sake,  let  me  bring  you  ba^  to 
your  chair!  It's  only  a  litUe  faintneas." 
He  put  his  arm  round  the  earl,  endeavo■^ 
ing  to  draw  him  back  towards  the  esij 
chair;  but  he  felt  his  lordship  slippiif 
down  on  the  floor,  his  le&rs  Tielding  under 
him ;  ihea  his  head  suddenly  sank  on  tm 
side,  and  the  next  moment  he  lay,  ts  it 
were  collapsed,  upon  the  floor,  partly  tap- 
ported  by  Gammon,  who,  in  a  fearful  tttte 
of  agitadoD,  shouted  out  for  thd  hoa- 
dress. 

«« Untie  his  neck  handkerchief,  sir;  loott 
his  shirt-collar!"  cried  the  woman,  tai 
stooping  down,while  Gammon  supported  hii 
head,she  removed  the  pressure  from  his  neck. 
He  was  breathing  heavily. '» For  God's  stke, 
run  off  for  a  doctor — any  one— the  nesrett 
you  can  find,"  gasped  Gamnnm.  »Tlt 
carriage  standing  before  the  inn  is  bis  Icid- 
V«\w\^%\  lw^^%»^Vi\%€(Mtman,teIiyaiiii 
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IIm  laundrMt,  nearly  ^  much  agitated 
18  her  master,  started  off  as  she  had  been 
>rdered.  Grammon,  finding  no  signs  of 
retunuQ?  consciousness,  with  a  great  eflfort 
managed  to  get  his  lordship  into  the  bed- 
room ;  and  had  just  laid  him  down  on  the 
i>ed  when  the  footman  burst  into  the  obahi- 
l>er  in  a  terrible  fright.  He  almost  jumped 
>ff  the  floor  on  catching  sight  of  the  pros- 
trate and  inanimate  figure  of  his  master ; 
ind  was  for  a  few  moments  so  stupefied 
iiat  he  could  not  hear  Gammon  ordering  him 
x>  start  off  in  quest  of  a  doctor,  which  at 
engrth,  however,  he  did,  leaving  Gammon 
ilone  with  his  victim.  For  a  few  frightful 
noments,  he  felt  as  if  he  had  muraered 
Lord  Dreddlington,  and  must  fly  for  it. 
fie  pressed  his  hands  to  his  foreh^,  as  if 
o  recall  his  scattered  faculties. 

*«  What  is  to  be  done  V*  thou|^ht  he. «« Is 
lus  apoplexy  1  paralysis  1  epilepsy!  or 
irhatt  Will  he  recover?  Will  it  affect 
lis  reason  1  Will  he  recover  ?  If  so,  how 
Leal  with  the  damning  discovery  he  has 
nade?  Will  he  have  sense  enough  to  keep 
lis  own  counsel  1  If  he  recover,  and  pre- 
lerve  his  reason,  all  is  rigrht,  every  thing 
iQCceeds.  I  am  his  master  to  the  end  of 
lis  days !  What  a  horrid  while  they  are ! 
l^urse  those  doctors!  The  wretches!  never 
o  be  found  when  they  are  wanted.  He's 
lying  before  my  very  eyes !  How  shall  I 
tay  wis  happened  1  A  fit,  brought  on  by 
igitation  occasioned— (ay,  that  will  do) — 
ly  the  failure  of  the  company.  And  there's 
he  newspaper  he  brought  with  him,  and 
lut  into  my  hands,"  he  thought,  as  his  eye 
{[lanced  at  the  newspaper  lying  on  the  table 
n  the  adjoining  room,  '*This  will  give 
iolouT  to  my  version  of  the  affair  !*'  With 
his,  he  hastily  seized  the  paper  in  question, 
md  thrust  it  into  one  of  the  coat  pockets 
>f  Lord  Dreddlington ;  and  the  moment 
Lfter,  in  came  the  laundress,  foUowed^bv 
he  medical  man  she  had  gone  in  quest  of; 
he  door  hardly  having  been  closed  before 
i  thundering  knock  announced  the  arrival 
)f  the  footman  with  another  doctor;  to  both 
»f  whom  Gammon  with  haste  and  agitation 
^ve  the  account  of  his  lordship's  seizure 
irhich  he  had  previously  determined  upon 
(iving  to  all  inquirers.  ^*  A  decided  case 
if  apoplexy,"  said  the  fat,  bald-headed  old 
^ntleman  brought  in  by  the  laundress*  and 
Krho  had  been  forty  years  in  practice ;  and 
16  proceeded  hastily  to  raise  the  earl  into  a 
learly  sitting  posture,  directing  the  win- 
lows  to  be  thrown  open  as  widely  as 
KMsible.  **  Cleariy  paralysis,"  said  the 
ipectacled  younff  gentleman  brought  in  by 
he  footman,  and  who  had  been  established 
n  practice  only  a  fortnight,  and  was  hot 
mm  the  bospitaU,  and  had  opened  a  little 
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wtgerj  nearly  opposite  to  that  of  the  old 
gentlonan. 

"  It  tm'/,  sir,  it's  apoplexy." 

•*  Sir,  it's  nearer  epilepsy" — 

**  Listen  to  his  hreaihing^  sir,"  said  tbs 
old  gentleman,  scornfully. 

**  For  God's  sake,  gentlemen,  do  some- 
thing!" interposed  Gammon,  furiously. 
*«  Good  God !  would  you  have  his  lordship 
die  before  your  eyesl" 

**  Put  his  feet  into  hot  water  insta 

S\X  mustard  plasters  ready,"  comm 
e  old  grentleman  in  a  mighty  bustle, 
ing  up  his  coat  sleeves,  and  getting  out 
lancets;  while  the  young  gentleman,  with 
a  very  indignant  air,  still  resolved  to  give 
the  distinguished  patient  the  advantage  of 
the    newest    improvements    in    medical 
science,  whipped  out  a  stethoscope,  and 
was  screwing  it  together,  when  the  old 
gentleman,  in  a  ra^  cried,  **  Pish !"  and 
knocked  it  out  of  his  hand. 

**  0  my  God  !"  cried  Gammon,  and  ad- 
dressing the  footman,  **  set  off  for  Doctor 
Bailey  instantly ;  these  fools  will  let  him 
die  before  their  eyes!"  Off  sprang  ths 
man,  and  was  out  of  sight  in  a  twinkling. 
'Twas  very  natural  (though,  I  must  own, 
somewhat  inconvenient  and  unseemly)  for 
these  worthy  jrivals  to  behave  in  this  way, 
seeing  it  was  the  first  time  in  his  life,  that 
either  had  been  called  in  to  a  nobleman, 
and  very  pVobably  it  would  be  the  last,  at 
least,  it  ought  to  be ;  and  each  wished  to 
cure  or  kill  the  distinguished  patient  in  his 
own  way.  Twas  also  the  conflict  between 
the  old  and  the  new  systems  of  medical 
science;  between  old  practice,  and  young 
speculation ;  and  between  these  two  stools 
was  his  lordship  falling  to  the  ground  in- 
deed. One  felt  the  pulse,  the  other  insisted 
on  applying  the  stethoscope  to  his  heart; 
one^  remarked  on  the  colaness  of  the  ex- 
tremities; the  other  said  the  pupils  were 
fixed  and  dilated.  One  was  for  bleeding 
at  the  arm,  the  other  for  opening  the  jug^ 
lar  vein :  one  for  cupping  at  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  the  other  on  the  temple ;  one  spoke 
of  electricity,  'twould  stimulate  the  nervous 
system  to  throw  off  the  blood  from  the 
vein;  the  other  said  stimulate  the  whole 
surface,  wrap  him  in  a  mustard  plaster  from 
head  to  foot;  and  shave  and  blister  the 
head.  One  verily  believed  his  lordship 
was  dying;  the  other  declared  he  was  dead 
already,  uirough  Att  mode  of  treatment  not 
having  been  adopted.  Each  would  have 
given  twenty  guineas  to  have  been  the  only 
one  called  in.  All  their  horrid  foolery  oc- 
cupied far  less  time  than  is  requisite  to  de* 
scribe  it-— scarce  a  mluutA  ot  VM<^^  v^  W 
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to  a  porter  in  the  iim  to  start  off  for  anoHier 

doctor,  which  brought  the  two  to  their 

aenses,.  such  as  they  were.    Suffice  it  to 

say,  that  the  iagular  Tein  was  opened  in  a 

trtoe;  mustara  piasters  and  hot  water  ap- 
plied as  quickly  as  they  could  be  proeurea ; 

and  a  cupping  case  haying  been  sent  for, 

blood  was  taken  pretty  freely  from  the  nape 

of  the  neck ;  ana  these  two  bloodlettings 

saved  Lord  Dreddlington*s  life,  whether  to 

Gammon's    delight  or    disappointment  I 

shall  not  take  upon  me  to  say.    By  the 

time  that  the  greftt  man,  the  experienced 

and  skilful  kingV  physician.  Dr.  Bailey, 

had  arrived,  the  earl  was  beginning  to  ei- 

hibit  slight  symptoms  of  returning  consci- 
ousness, and  was  recovering  from  an  attack 

of  partial  apoplexy.     Dr.  Bailr  remained 

with  his  lordship  for  nearly  half  an  hour; 

and,  on  leaving,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that, 

provided  no  fresh  seizure  occurred  during 

the  ensuing  two  hours,  it  would  be  praeti- 

eable,  as  it  was,  of  course,  very  desirable, 

to  remove  his  lordship  to  his  own  house. 

The  period  named  having  elapsed  without 

any  relapse,  it  was  determined  on  removin? 

his  lordship,  who  was  to  be  accompanied 

by  one  of  the  medical  men;  both  would  fain 

have  gone  had  the  chariot  admitted  of  it ; 

but  Gammon  soon  settled  the  matter  by 

naming  the  elder  practitioner,  and  dismiss- 
ing the  younger  with  a  couple  of  guineas. 

Then  Gammon  himself  set  off  in  a  hack- 
ney-coach, about  an  hour  before  the  carriage 

started,  in  order  to  prepare  the  household  of 

the  earl,  and  secure  a  safe  communication 

of  the  alarming  event  to  the  Lady  Cecilia. 

On  reaching  the  earl*s  house,  to  Gammon's 

surprise  a  hackney-coach  was  driving  off 

from  before  the  door;  and,  on  entering  the 

house,  guess  his  amazement  at  hearing 

from  the  agitated  porter  that  Lady  Cecilia 

had  Just  gone  up-stairs  in  terrible  trouble. 

Gammon  dartea  up-stairs,  unable  to  ima- 
gine by  what  means  Lady  Cecilia  could 

nave  been  apprized  of  the  event.  He  found 

her,  in  out-door  costyme,  sitting  sobbing  on 

the  sofa,  attended  anxiously  by  Miss  Mao- 

spleuchan.    The  plain  fact  was,  that  she 

bad  just  been  driven  out  of  her  own  house 

by  a  couple  of  executions,  put  in  that  morn- 
ing by  two  creditors  of  Titmouse,  by  whom 

they  had  been  treated,  the  evening  before, 

very  inisolently.  ^  Mr.  Gammon*s  agitated 

appearance  alarmed  Miss  Macspleuchan, 

but  was  not  noticed  by  her  more  distressed 

companion ;  and,  as  soon  as  Mr.  Gammon 

fbunH  the  means  of  doing  it  unobserved,  he 

made  a  si^n  to  Miss  Macspleuchan  that  he 

hud  something  of  great  \mpoTXMie«  \a  com-  I  the  sig^t  blanched  his  cheeks.  LetViif 
inunicate  to  her.  Lcav\t\g  \\v^  li'^Ai  ^«jrN^w  X^-V^v^  '"w^  ^S^»  Hands  of  Miss  Um> 
wlia,  a  short  4lme  afteiwaida,  vu  i3t«i  ca»\%'^\i^Vwi^?iTA\«!i  ^^^]»A%«^a.>^^slSfV•rf 
9f  her  maid,  Mis»  MacspVwxc^wn  io\V>^^\^»J«i  ^i»  wiV%  \^^w«s^\  -«Ai.^««wx^^ 


Mr.  Gammon  down-stairs  tula  His  HUii^ 
and  was  in  a  few  hurried  words  appniii 
of  the  illness  of  the  ear),  of  the  cause  tf 
it,  (viz.,  the  sudden  failure  of  an  iaiponM 
speculation  in  which  the  earl  was  tolaai- 
ed,)  and  that  his  Icmiship  would  bebrasfli* 
home  in  about  an  hour*8  time  or  so,  is  eQ» 
pany  with  a  medical  man.    Miss  Bl^ 
spleuchan  was  for  a  monoent  vefv  narif 
overcome,  even  to  fainting;  but,beiBft 
woman  of  superior  atreng^  of  chaneiB, 
she  soon  rallied,  and  imniMiately  addiesHi 
herself  to  the  neoeeaity  of  warding  off  whj 
sudden  and  violent  shock  from  LadyO^ 
cilia,  especially  with  reference  to  berdd^ 
cate  state  of  health.     It  was  abselotelj  wt 
cessary,  however,  that  her  ladyship  shmM 
he  promptly  apprized  of  the  painful  oeat 
rence,  lest  an  infinitely  greater  shock  sbaBii 
be  iDdflicted  on  her  oy  the  earPs  aninL 
Gently  and  gradually  aa  Mks  Mac8p]» 
ehan  broke  Uie  inteflijrenoe  to  Ladj  O 
cilia,  it  occasioned  her  falling  into  s  siroes; 
for  it  will  be  borne  in  miod  that  her  aena 
had  been  before  sufficientlr  shaken.   Ol 
recovering,  she  requested  Mr.  Gammos  k 
be  sent  for,  and  wi4i  considerable  agiti^ 
inquired  into  the  occasion  and  raanMr  i 
the  earPs  illness.     As  soon  as  he  had  d» 
tioned  that  it  was  a  paragraph  in  the  ixft 
paper  that  first  occasioned  m  the  ^  lb 
sgttation  which  had  induced  such  team 
conseonencef^— — 

«*^hat!  in  the  papers  already?  hi 
about  that  fellow  Titroouae  V*  abe  inqisnii 
with  a  languid  air  of  disgust. 

•«  No  indeed.  Lady  Cecilia,  Mr.  "ntaiosM 
has  nothinsr  to  do  with  it,**  replied  GamiDBi^ 
with  a  slight  inward  spasm ;  and,  just  aihi 
had  succeeded  in  giving  her  to  undefsnai 
the  cause  to  which  he  choae  to  reifer  At 
eari*s  illness,  carriage  wheels  were  had, 
followed  in  a  second  or  two  by  a  Uiisw 
dous  thundering  at  the  door,  which  mdi 
even  Gammon  almost  start  firom  his  Mi, 
and  threw  Lady  Cecilia  into  a  second  svoa. 
It  was  providential,  perhaps,  that  it  bad  ital 
effect;  for,  had  she  ^ne  to  thewindowi^ 
and  seen  her  insensible  father,  with  em 
and  difficulty,  lifted  out  of  his  carriage:  kit 
shirt-collar,  and  a  white  neck  handkercki^ 
thrown  round  his  shoulders,  partially  cfio- 
soned ;  and  in  that  way,  amid  a  little  aowi 

fathered  around,  carried  into  the  houscwisi 
ome  up-stairs  to  his  bedchamber;  it  m^ 
have  had  a  very  serious  effect,  indeed,  sfM 
her  ladyship.  Gammon  stepped  ki  M 
instant  to  the  window :  he  saw  the  potr 
Qld  peer  in  the  state  I  have  described,  flii 
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1,  ipiiie  4|fiarlw  of  ui  how  alWv- 
at  iodinff,  that  thoi»rh  the  earl  waa 
Bzhausted  with  the  ntigua  of  remo- 
I  waa  in  a  much  moie  siataafaotory 
laa  coald  have  been  aotieipatad.  At 
dahip*8  own  phyaician  (who  had 
immoned  instantly  on  the  earl'a  ar- 
ome)  intimated  that  a  little  lepoee 
eential  to  hii  lordabip,  and  that  no 
oald  remain  in  the  room  whose  ser- 
rere  not  indispenaabloy  Gammon  took 
>artiire,  after  an  anxiona  inquiry «« 
|r  Cecilia ;  intending  to  return  before 
Ktrsonally  to  make  his  inquiries  con- 
r  the  esrl  and  her  ladyship, 
ighty  sigh  escaped  from  the  oppiess- 
mt  m  Gammen,  as  soon  as,  nartng 
the  house,  he  found  himself  in  the 
ilone.  He  walked  for  some  minutee 
t  on,  irresolttte  as  to  whither  to  direct 
»9-*to  his  own  chambers,  t<^  the  office 
ton  Garden,  or  to  Mr.  Titmouse's 
ce  in  Park  Lane.  At  length  he  de» 
id  on  returning,  in  tbe  first  instances 
own  tfaambera,  and  cfaangsd  hia 
ttocordinffiy;  his  mind  so  absorbed 
ght  that  he  sosroely  saw  any  one  he 
passed.    Here  was  a  stats  of  things 


■mee^-for  he  had  not  qnilted  his  ebambeii 
more  than  five  minutes'  before  he  had  r»* 
entered  thehn,  finding  tbe  Earl  of  Dn^ddling* 
ton  there— of  all  persons  in  tbe  woild  tha 
▼ery  last  whom  Gammon  would  haVe  wiab* 
'  ed  to  be  aware  of  the  existence  of  such  an 
inatrument*  Who  could  have  imagined— 
calculated  on  such  an  oocurrencel  Never  be* 
i<Kre  had  the  earl  visited  him  at  hia  own  pri« 
vate  residence ;  and  to  come  just  precisely  at 
the  very  moment — and  yet,  thought  Gam* 
mon,  almost  starting  baclTa  step  or  two,wheii 
one  came  to  think  of  il^wbat  was  mort 
likely  than  that,  on  seeing  the  paragraph  in 
the  morning  paper,  his  lorashio  should  have 
done  the  very  thing  be  did,  ana  driven  down 
to  Mr.  Gammon  for  an  explanation  1  Bah  I 
thought  Mr.  GammiMB,  and  stamped  his  foot 
on  the  pavement. 


t 


ht  be— that  be  had  brought  about f  ^sufficiently  to  recollect  what  has  happened  1 


at  must  be  his  own  course  nowl 
Doment  or  two  he  was  in  a  atate  of 
which  we  may  compare  to  that  of  a 
who,  with  ignorant  cariosity,  has 
motion  the  machinery  of  some  prodi- 
ngine,  whidi  it  reautred  but  a  touch 
St— and  then  atands  suddenly  para- 
■hewildered  confoanded  at  the  com- 
I  movements  going  on  all  aroond 
id  perhaps  the  alarming  noises  ac- 
lyinff  theo>—not  daring  to  move  a 
breadth  in  any  direction  for  fear  of 
tion.  He  aoon,  however,  recovered 
',  and  be^^an  very  seriously  to  eon- 
«  the  penious  position  in  which  he 
snd  himself  placed. 
>  was  Lord  Dreddlington,  in  the  first 
nvolved  to  a  most  alarmini^  extent 
ility  in  respect  of  his'oonnexion  with 
the  bubble  companies,  into  a  oon> 
vrith  which  it  had  been  Gammon 
idueed  him.  But  he  quickly  lost 
f  that,  as  a  very  light  matter  eom- 
rith  what  had  subsequently  happen* 
I  the  prodi^ons  consequences  to 
it  might  possibly  lead ;  and  that,  too, 
lately. 

crisis  had  been  precipitated  by  ^ 
it;  an  occurrence  which  he  felt  that 
.  could  have  foreseen.  Certainly  it 
ill  be  traced  to  his  own  oversight  in 
'  the  conveyance  of  his  rsni-Miaige 
ll*impbrtant  a  doooment— upon  hit 


feed,  which  yon  had  played  this  acuta 


[Ay,  Satan,  it  wa$  a  very  slippery  trick 
indeed,  which  jt     ' 
friend  of  yours.] 

^  But  tbe  thing  is  done ;  and  what  am  1 
now  to  del  What  can  Idol  First  of  all, 
there's  Titmouse— where  is  that  little  mit^ 
creant  at  this  moment  f  Will  be  follow  hk 
wife  te  Grosvenor  Square  T .  will  the  earl 
have  recovered,  before  I  can  see  Titmouse^ 


Will  they  allow  him  to  be  admitted  int» 
the  stok-chamher  t  Supnose  his  presenooi 
should  remind  the  earl  ot  what  he  has  this 
day  beard  f  Suppose  he  should  recover  hit 
sensee.*-wbat  course  will  he  take  t.  Will 
he  acquaint  his  daughter  that  she  is  married 
to  a  vulgar  bastard  f  O,  frightful !— she  and 
he  ths  two  proudest  persons,  periiaps,: 
livinff!—* WMl  they  spam  him  from,  them 
withloathing  and  horror !— expose  the  littlt 
impostor  to  the  world  1  — anid  take,  Grod 
knows  what  steps  against  me,  for  tbe  share 
I  have  had  in  the  matter  1 — O^impossible  ! 
—inconceivable !  They  can  never  blaxon 
their  own  degradation  to  the  world !  Or 
will  Lord  Dreddlington  have  discretion  and. 
aelf«eommand  auffieient  to  keep  the  blight* 
ing  secret  to  himself  f  Will  he  rest  satis- 
fied vrith  my  statement,  or  insist  on  conclo* 
sive  proof  and  corroboration  1  Will  he  call 
for  vouchers— ah !"  here  he  ground  his 
teeth  together,  fer  ^  recoUectea  the  trick 
which  Titmoosahad  played  biro  in  destroy* 
inji^  the  precious  documents  already  spoken 
ofT  **  It  the  little  wretch  do  not  hear  of 
what  has  happened  from  any  one  else,  shall 
I  tell  him  that  I  have  cofuuiunicated  hit 
secret  to  Lord  Dreddlington  1  Fancy  him 
and' bis  wife  meeting  after  they  know  all ! 
—or  him  and  the  earl ! .  Sirppose  the  earl 
should  f£i'e— and  without  having  disclosed 
this  secret  to  any  one  \  O^  O I  '^Vc^x-k^^'* 
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ttiis  momingr  !^f  I  had  but  salTered  those 
two  boobies  to  wrangrle  together  till  it  was 
too  iate!*^ — A  Uttk  colour  came  into  Mr. 
Gammon's  cheek  at  thi»  ipoint— 4i8  if  he 
Mt  that  perhaps  he  was  then  going  a  little 
too  hr,  in  entertaining  such  wishes  and  re- 
grets; still  he  could  not  dismiss  the  reflec- 
tion ;  nay,  what  was  more  probable  than 
that  so  desperate  a  shock,  suffered  by  a  man 
of  his  advanced  years,  might  be  only  the 
precursor  of  the  second  and  fatal  fit  of  apo- 
plexy 1—**  Doctor  Bailey  expressed  some 
fears  of  that  sort  tS-day.*' 

If  Mr.  Gammon  had  seen  the  watchful 
eyes  at  that  moment  settled  upon  him,  by 
two  persons  who  were  approaching  him, 
and  who  passed  him,  unobserved ;  and 
could  hare  dreamed  of  the  errand  which 
had  brought  these  two  persons  into  that  part 
of  the  town — it  might  have  set  his  busy 
brain  upon  quite  a  new  track  of  harassing 
conjecture  and  apprehension.  But  he  was 
far  too  intently  occupied  with  his  thoughts 
to  see  any  one,  as  he  walked  slowly  down 
Holbom ;  and  some  five  minutes  afterwards, 
having  got  to  within  a  hundred  yards  of 
Saffiron  Hill,  he  was  startled  out  of  his 
meditations  by  hearing  a  voice  calling  out 
his  name— and  looking  towards  the  middle 
of  the  street,  whence  the  sound  cafne,  be* 
hold  Mr.  Titmouse,  calling  and  beokoning 
to  him  eagerly,  out  of  a  hackney-coach, 
which  was  slowly  driving  up  Holbom,  and 
St  Titmouse's  bidding  drew  up  to  the  curb- 
stone. 

**0— I  say!— -Mr.  Ghimmon! — here*$  a 
precious  mess  !>-such  a  devil  of  a  row !" 
commenced  Titmouse,  alarmedly,  speaking 
in  a  low  voice  through  the  coach  wmdow. 

**  What,  sir  1"  inquired  Gammon,  sternly. 

«« Why,  eh  1  heard  of  it)  Lady  Cice- 
ly"  

**  I  have  heard  of  it,  sir,"  replied  Gam- 
mon, flrloomily,  ^  and  I  have,  in  my  turn, 
•omelhing  oi  &r  greater  consequence  to 
tell  you.  Let  the  coachman  turn  back 
and  drivo  you  to  my  chambers,  "where  I 
will  meet  you  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour's 
time.'* 

«« O  Lord !  Won*tyou  get  in  and  tell  me 
now  ?    D%  Mr.  Gam" 

**No,  sir!"  replied  Gammon,  sternly, 
Hnd  walked  away,  leaving  Titmouse  in  a 
pretty  fright. 

«« Now,  shall  I  tell  him,  or  not  1"  thought 
Gammon :  and  afWr  some  minutes'  anxious 
consideration,  determined  on  doing  so,  and 
on  threatening  him,  that  if  be  did  not  change 
his  courses,  so  &r  as  money  went,  he.  Gam- 


mon knew  not,  nor  was  be  awisre  of  tfis 
fact,  that  Titmouse  was  at  that 
getting  into  the  hands  of  swindling 
lenders.  In  point  of  dress  and  raanoM, 
Titmouse  was  the  same  that  he  had  mm 
been,  since  fortune  had  giren  him  thenesB 
of  dressing  according  to  bis  fancy,  and  As 
fiishion ;  but  any  one  looking  at  his  fiue, 
could  see  in  the  slightly  bloodshot  eye,  ik 
jaded  expression,  and  the  puffy  appeaiaaei 
of  his  fiice,  the  results  of  systemauc  eiSBii 
and  debauchery.  When  Gammon  jdaai 
him  at  his  chambers,  and  told  bin  At 
events  of  the  day,  Tttinouse  exhibited  a^ 
fright,  that  to  any  other  beholder  thaa  osi 
so  troubled  as  Gaminon,  would  haTe» 
peaied  ludicrous ;  but  as  that  sentlcniaii 
object  was  to  subdue  and  terri^  bis  cfli* 
panion  into  an  implicit  submission  to  kit 
will,  he  dismissed  him  for  the  day,  nspiy 
enjoining  nim  to  keep  away  from  Untfma 
square  and  Park  Lane  till  an  early  boor  ii 
the  ensoinff  morning,  by  which  time  ef«li^ 
which  mi|^t  have  happened  in  the  intcmii 
might  determine  the  course  which  GaauMi 
shmild  dictate  to  Titmouse.  At  that  liai 
Gammon  was  strongly  inclined  to  insiitti 
Titmouse's  going  to  the  Continent  fcr  i 
little  while,  to  be  out  of  harm's  way ;  hst, 
in  fact,  be  felt  dreadfully  embarrassed* 
know  how  to  dispose  of  Titmoose-^refii^ 
in^  him  with  feelings  s^miewhat,  pc^bM 
akin  to  those  with  which  Frankensteia  m>' 
held  his  monster. 

But  to  return  to  Lord  Dreddlingtoa.  TIb 
remedies  resorted  to  so  speedily  af^  kit 
seisure  at  Mr.  Gammon^s  chambers,  kii 
most  materially  counteracted  the  e^selisf 
the  terrible  shock  which  he  had  mgaiad 
and  which,  but  for  such  interference,  woatt 
in  all  probability  have  proved  fiital 
conssquences.  Shortly  af>«'  his 
to  his  own  house,  he  sank  into  tnaqsi 
and  safe  sleep,  which  contianed,  widi 
a  few  interruptions,  for  several  bonis,  d» 
ing  which  his  brain  mcoveiBd  itself,  is  i 
considerable  measure,  from  the  sadc'eawd 
temporary  pressure  which  had  been  spsa 
it.  Towards  seven  o'clock  in  the  evesisft 
there  were  sitting,  on  one  side  of  thsW 
Miss  Maespleuchan,  oa  the  other  Ladf 
Cecilia,  who  also  had  rallied  from  i* 
shock  which  she  had  sustained,  and  ut9% 
occasionally  shedding  tears,  sat  gaxiag  ii 
melancholy  silence  at  the  countenaaossf 
her  father.  Most  certainly  a  nuHvaMi 
yoyng  woman  was  Lady  Cecilia ;  igaansl 
though  she  might  be  of  the  real  extent  <f 
disaster  consequent  upon  her  allianos  wi/k 
Titmouse,  whom  she  had  long  haled  «d 


i 


\ 


aiOD,  would  instantly  blast  bioi^  by  expo- 
sure of  his  real  charaStor  and  c\iQ^m%\anffiea\  ^tw^vM^^  tj^.^\\.tMc«aions  avoi^nghis 
to  the  whole  world.    What  m\^t  Vjft  i^X^^ani.    '\:v«sv\  ^^mmx  \j*a^  v«3  — 
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Aip*«  physician  hoA  quitted  tlw  dimte 
ftr  •  few  minutes^  to  make  anangeaMnts  for 
eontiiivuiiff  with  him  dariii|f  the  niffht;  and 
neither  Mtsa  Macepleuohan  nor  Lady  Ce- 
cilia had  spoken  for  some  tin^e.  At  length 
the  earl,  who  had  beeome  rather  reetleea, 
feintly  matteied  at  interrala  to  hlmaelf  ihe 
words, 

^  BubM^--^11ain— Blackwair 

**  You  see,"  whispered  Miss  Macanleo- 
dian,  **  what  he*s  thinking  of.  He  ained 
with  those  people,  yon  know,"  Lady  Ge- 
eflia  nodded  m  ailenee.  Presently  his  loni- 
ahip  resamed — 

^^JSeeouni  eloud.'—^OM  on  Mr.  Gammon 
-—It  Mr.  Gammon  at  home  f        ** 

Tlie  enrrent  of  his  recollections  had  now 
brought  him  to  the  point  of  danser;  and 
tiler  pausing  for  a  moment,  a  troubled  ex- 
pression came  orer  bis  face.  He  was  eri- 
dentlT  realizing  the  oommenoement  of  the 
^rrible  scene  m  Mr.  €>ammon's  room- 
then  he  seemed  to  hsTe  lost  the  train  of  his 
thoughts  for  a  while,  as  his  ieaturas  slowly 
resumed  their  preyious  placidity ;  but  the 
aoubled  expression  presently  leturaed :  his 
lips  were  suddenly  oompressed,  and  his 
brow  corrugated,  aslf  with  the  emotion  of 
nnger  or  inoignation. 

** Monstrous!  7\ifo  thotitand  poundaT^ 
He  spoke  these  words  in  a  much  stronger 
Toice  than  those  preceding. 

^0,  dear! — I  should  have  thought  his 
lordsMp  had  lost  much  more  than  Mo^,'* 
whispered  Miss  Macspleuchan,  in  a  low 
tone. 

"  Insist !  —  Titmouse  -—Titmoose"— his 
lips  slightly  quivered,  and  he  paused  for  a 
while. 

^  Shocking !  What  toill  she**— *^  ex- 
pression of  agony  came  oyer  his  face. 

**Poorj>apa!  He*s  eridentlT  heard  it 
all  !**  whispered  Lady  Cecilia,  faintly. 

**  Hush  !**  exclaimed  Miss  Macspleuchan, 
caising  her  finger  to  her  lips— adding,  pre- 
sently, **if  he  goes  on  in  this  way,  I  shall 
go  and  fetch  Dr.  Whittington  in.** 

**  Cecilia !  Cecilia,**  continued  the  earl ; 
and  suddenly  opening  his  eyes,  gaxed  for^ 
ward,  and  then  on  each  side  with  a  dull 
esnftised  stare.  Then  he  closed  them,  mut- 
tering :  ^  I  certainly  thought  Mr.  Gammon 
was  here  !**  Shortly  afterwards  he  opened 
them  agun;  and  his  head  being  inclined 
towards  the  side  where  Lady  Cecilia  was 
sittiner,  they  fell  upon,  and  seemed  to  be  ar- 
rested by  her  countenance.  After  gaxing 
at  her  for  some  moments  with  a  yery,  yerj 
sorrowful  expression,  he  again  closed  his 
sjes,  murmuring:  **  Poor  Cecilia!** 

'^I  really  think,  my  dear,  yon*d  better 
lasyn  the  room,**  Altered  Miss  Mscspleo- 
Im^nifljp,  AoB  the  stals  of  her  oWB 


feelings,  Ihat  those  oC  Lady  Cedlla  woqM 
be  overpowering  her ;  for  nothing  oould  bs 
more  soul-touehing  than  the  tone  in  whish 
the  earl  had  last  spoken. 

**No;  he*s  asleep  amin,**  replied  Lady 
Cecilia,  ealmly;  and  for  a  quarter  of  an 
4ioar  all  was  again  silent.  The  earl  sighed  s 
and,  opening  his  eyes,  looked  full  at  Tiady 
Cecilia,  ana  with  a  mote  natural  expres* 
sion. 

**  Kiss  me,  Cecilia,**  said  he,  gently ;  and 
raisinff  both  his  arms  a  little,  while  she 
leaned  forward  and  lilssed  his  forehead,  he 
yery  feebly  placed  them  round  her,  but  they 
almost  immediately  sank  on  ths  bed  again, 
ab  if  he  had  not  strength  to  keep  them  ex* 
tended. 

**  We  will  liye  together,  Cecilia,  agam,*^ 
murmured  the  earl. 

**  Dear  panu,  don*t  distress  yourself;  if 
yon  do,  I  really  must  go  away  from  you.** 

**  No,  no ;  you  must  not,  Cecilia,'*  mui^ 
mured  the  earl,  sadly  and  faintly,and  shak  • 
ing  his  head. 

^  Haye  you  seen  him  to^ay  1**  he  pre> 
sently  asked,  with  a  little  more  energy,  as  if 
he  were  becoming  more  and  more  thorough- 
ly awake,  and  aware  of  his  position ;  and 
there  was  a  marked  difference  in  the  ex- 

f^ression  of  his  eye— partly  perplexed,  part- 
y  alamed: 

**  No,  paps:— I  left  the  moment  it  hap- 
pened, and  came  here ;  and  have  been  here 
oyer  since.  Do,  dear,  papa,  be  calm!** 
added  Lady  Cecilia,  witn  perfect  compo- 
sure. 

** There! — ^1  am  gone  blind agmn,**  sak^ 
the  earl,  suddenly,  and  niaed  his  trembling 
hands  to  his  eyes. 

^  So  you  know  it  all  ?**  said  he,  presently, 
tremulously  removing  his  hands,  and  look- 
ing up,  as  if  the  momentary  obscuration  of 
his  sight  had  ceased. 

**  0,  yes,  papa,  of  course !  How  could 
I  help  it?  Try  to  go  to  sleep  again,  dear 
papa.**  There  was  a  faint  dash  of  petn* 
lance  in  her  manner. 

They  were  at  terrible  cross  pniposes. 

His  eyes  remained  fixed  steadily  on  that 
of  his  daughter.  **  Is  it  not  homble,  C»* 
cilia  t**  said  he,  with  a  shudder. 

**Dear  papa,  I  don*t  know  what  yon 
mean,*'  replied  Cecilia,  unite  startled  by 
the  tone  of  his  Toioe,  and  the  expression 
of  his  eye.  There  was  nothing  wild  or 
unnatural  about  it.  The  eye  seemed  that 
of  a  man  in  his  full  senses,  but  horrified  by 
komo  frightful  recollection  or  other. 

««I  thought  it  would  haye  killed  her,*'  he 
muttered^  closing  his  eyes,  while  a  feint 
flush  came  over  hiafacie,h^t\h».\^l\jM^ 
CeeiVin  VBroftAi  d«ad\^  ^*« 

^  Dotf X  nV«^  «|?M»»  ^««t;^    ^i^sMB^jWR^ 
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Mi08  Mttecpirae&tti,  fmmkf  a  fitde  vIvOed 
by  the  earl's  manner— ^  he's  wandeiing  a 
'«ttde ;  he'll  ^o  to  sleep  presently." 

**  Yes,  in  my  grare,  madam^"  repfied  the 
earl,  grayely,  and  speaking  in  a  stron|gner 
^ce  than  he  had  yet  spoken  hi ;  at  tne 
same  time  turning  towaitu  Miss  MacsplevK 
ehan  an  eye  that  suddenly  blanehed  her 
faoe.  She  gaaed  at  him  in  sileoos,  aad  ap* 
prehensively.  ^ 

There  ensaed  a  pause  of  a  miante  or 
two.  V 

**■  O,  Cecilia,"  said  the  earl,  presently, 
shaking  his  head,  and  looking  at  her  with 
the  same  terrible  expression  that  bad  wo, 
startled  her  before— -<«  that  I  had  first  fol- 
lowed you  to  your  grave!" 

**  My  dear  papa,  you  aie  only  dream- 
ing!" 

**No,  I  am   not.     O!   how  ean  yeu, 

Cecilia,  be  so  calm  here,  when  you  know 
that  you  have  married  a" 

Lady  Cecilia  glaaeed  hurriedly  at  Miss 
Macspleuchan,  who,  haying  risen  a  litlle 
firom  her  chair,  was  leaning  forward  m  an 
agitated  manner,  and  straining  her  ear  to 
catch  erery  word — **  What  are  you  talking 
about,  papal"  gasped  Lady  Cecilia,  while 
her  fkce  became  or  a  deadly  whiteness. 

*«  Why,  I  thought  you  knew  it  aU,"  said 
the  earl,  sustained  and  stimulated  by  the 
intensity  of  his  feelings-^'*  that  this  Tit- 
mouse— ^is — Mr.  Gammon  has  acknow- 
ledged all — an  infamous  impostor-— an  ille- 
gitimate"  

Miss  Macspleuchan,  with  a  faint  shriek, 
#ang  the  bell  at  the  bed-head  violently ;  but 
before  she  or  any  one  else  could  reach  her. 
Lady  Cecilia  had  fallen  heavily  on  the 
floor,  where  she  lay  insensible,  her  maid 
falling  down  over  her  as  she  rushed  into 
the  room,  alarmed  by  the  audden  violent 
ringing  of  the  bell.  All  was  confusion  and 
horror.  Lady  Cecilia  was  instantly  car- 
ried out  insensible ;  the  earl  was  found  to 
have  been  seized  with  a  second  fit  of  apo 
plexy.  Dr.  Bailey  was  outckly  in  attend- 
ance, followed  soon  afVer  oy  an  eminent  ac- 
coucheur, whom  it  had  been  found  necessa- 
ry to  send  for.  Lady  Cecilia's  illness  having 
assumed  the  most  alarming  character  eon^ 
eeivable.  When  Miss  Macspleuchan  had 
in  some  measure  recovered  from  her  dis- 
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sa  of  the  esri  tlwn  ia  honicn^ 
dnke  being  his  broClie»4i»-lsw)-— wen,«ii|i 
in  half  an  kear»  at  Lord  Dreddlbstfl^ 
aad  made  aoanaiiDted  with  the  fearfj  occa- 
sion of  what  had  ba|^peoed.  Tbedakeasd 
duchess'  were  quite  as  proud  and  haaflb9 
people  as  Lord  Dreddlington ;  bnt  the  dab 
was  a  li(£(i^  the  earl's  aaperior  in  paint  of  ai^ 
derstandttig.  Whea  first  told  of  the  saiTt 
diaeloeaffe,  he  was  told  it  ma  if  it  wers  «i 
ascertained  fact;  aad  his  horror  kaewss 
bonnda.  Bnt  when  he  canae  to  inquire  iaa 
the  matter,  and  found  that  it  rested  ooao 
eCfeMt  foundaiioB  thaa  the  distempered  vat- 
derines  6(  a  man  whoae  braia  was  at  As 
time  mboariag  under  the  effeets  of  an  ipo- 
pleetic  aeiaore,  he  began  ta  (eel  a  gml 
relief;  eSpeeiidly  when  Miae  Macaplescbm 
GOttld  RKntfon  BO  single  eircumstancs  e» 
Tobatory  of  so  aasnaiag  aad  frightful  a  » 
piesentatioB.  At  her  atiggeation,  the  ddu^ 
Who  eoold  be  of  na  aenrice  to  the  eail,  vb 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  phyaiciaaa,  karmi 
home  affaiB,  and  sent  off  a  special  msiwi 
ger  to  Mr.  Gaaunoa,  whose  address  Mia 
Macaplsuchsa  had  givea  him*  with  the  kif 
lowia^note: 

«'  The  Duke  of  Tantallan  presents  til 
compliments  to  Mr.  Gammon,  and  moa 
earnestly  begs  that  he  will,  without  a  mh 
menCs  delay,  favour  the  dnke  with  a  call  ii 
Portman  square,  on  busineae  of  the  kn 
importance. 

'*  PortBMB  Sqvmre, 


the  instant  attendance  of  the  Duke  and 

Duchess  of  TSntallan,  unable  to  bear' the 

overwhelming  horror  occasioned  to  her  by 

the  statement  of  the  Earl  of  Dreddlington ; 

and  Which,  whether   so   astounding  and 

frightful  a  statement  was  founded  in  lust  or 

not,  and  only  a  de\ua\on  ot  ii»  wA^%>'wa>  .      ^^     .       ^       ^      ^    , 

likely  to  have  gi^an  the  xkntwtoi»a\6\iwilVaA>MW«5^ 

C?ecilim  her  deaJLbWw-  W5sqw^^Masa.>a>a\aa^B^^ 


A  huge  servant  of  the  duke's — wiA  psa- 
dered  hair,  ailver  epaakta,  dark  cnasoa 
coat,  and  white  breeches,  haying  altof^kv 
a  most  splendid  appearance— created  tmf 
thin?  iiiEe  a  ssnsetion  in  the  immeMi 
nsighboorbood  of  Thavies'  Inn,  by  iam 
ing,  with  a  vei^  ironatient  and  excitedSR» 
for  ''Thaviea' Ian,''  and  ^^agentiemiait 
the  name  of  Gammofk,'*^  vrbo  was  veiy  arts 
rdly  supposed  to  be  honoared  bysom^s^ 
cial  and  direet  oonununication  ham  da 
hia|f,  or  at  least  some  member  of  the  mj4 
family*  Gammon  himself — who  was  b  M 
aet  of  opening  his  door  to  go  out  and  nsb 
his  promised  call  of  inqnirj  in  Grosvea* 
traction,  ahe  despatched  a  aervant  to  implore  L  Square— waa  fioatered  for  a  momeat,  • 


finding  himself  stepping  into  the  annsff 
aoch  an  imposing  personage ;  who  sskltSi 
he  gave  him  the  letter,  on  finding  him  tokl 
Mr.  Gammon — ^*  From  the  Dnke  of  te 
taUan,  air.  Hia  grace,  I  beiieye»  aipfli 
you  inmiediately,  air." 

>Kt«  Qtvnmioa  haatilT  apeaed  the  UUft 
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Bim  iinimdtatoly«'*  «ud  he.— The 
Ithdrew,  and  Gammon  retnrnedi  into 
mbec,  and  sat  for  a  few  momeBtt  in 
knees ;  he  having  Jusi  before  pat  ooi 
ip.  He  barst  into  a  cold  sweat— 
t's  in  the  wind  now?*'  said  he  to 
r.  •«  Ah !  whT  did  I  not  aslc  the  fel- 
and,  starting  uom  his  seat,  he  rushed 
itairs,  and  socoeeded  in  calling  back 
ke's  serraot,  j  net  as  he  was  tuniing 
the  inn.  **  Do  yea  happen  to  haye 
ito  Groavenor  Sqaare  to-dav  1  And 
1:now  how  the  Earl  of  Dread lington 
iquired  Gammon,  anxiously. 
ts,  sir;  bis.  lordship,  and  the  Lady 
;  Titmouse,  his  daughter,  are  both 
9us]y  ill.  I  bdiere  his  lordship,  sir, 
i  a  stroke— thev  sst  it*s  the  second 
d  to-day— and  her  ladyship  is  taken 
tar,  and  is  in  a  shocking  bad  wa^, 
he  duke  and  duchess  were  sent  for 
ladfal  hurry  about  an  hour  ago.** 
ar!  I'm  sorry  to  hear  it!  Thank 
replied  Grammon,  hastily,  turning 
,  face  that  he  felt  muat  hare  gone  of 
ly  palenees. 

nay  be  only  to  fnauire  about  the  Ar- 
Rain  Company,''  said  Gammon  to 
',  as,  having  procured  a  light,  he 
himself  out  a  small  glass  of  brandy 
Kok  it  off,  to  overcome  a  little  sense 
tness  which  he  felt  coming  rapidly 
m.    *^The  duke  it  a  shareholaer)  I 

Not  at  all  unlikely! — ^And  as  for 
/ecilia's  illness — nothing  so  eztraor* 
aboiit  it— when  one  considers  her 
m,  and  the  shook  occasioned  bv  the 
udden  and  alarming  illness.  But  I 
ake  a  decided  course^  one  way  or 
',  with  the  duke.— Suppose  the  earl 
iciosed  the  affair  to  Lady  Cecilia, 
las  got  to  the  duke's  ears  ?  Good 
low  is  one  to  deal  with  itT  Sup- 
were  to  affect  total  ignorance  of  the 
md  swear  that  it  is  altogether  a  de- 
>n  the  nart  of  the  earl  1 — ^That  would 
n  a  bold  stroke,  too ! — Suppose  the 
die  of  this  bottt— there's  an  end  of 
ng,  and  all's  well,  provided  I  eas 
>  Titmouse.— >A  second  fit  of  spo- 
within  twelve  hours — humph!— If 
i  has  mentioned  the  thing,  and  di0- 
and  intelligibly,  haw  rar  has  he 
-Did  he  name  the  rent  ohar^t— 
nrell,  and  suppose  he  did  t  IPV  hat's 
fcban  also  to  deny  thiU  altogether  1 
>pose  Titmouse  should  be  tampered 
id  pieesed  about  the  busineseT  Per- 
— all  is  lost  !~Yet  they  would  hardly 

defy  me,  and  trumpet  the  thing 
(— liien  there's  the  other  eonrse — 
It  I  am  is  peaeeMloD  of  the  fiitil  aa* 


erst— Ibat  I  becaoie  so  only  leoently,  and 
avow  the  reason  of  my  taking  the  rent- 
char^;  and  insist  upon  retaining  it,  as  the 
condition  of  my  secrecy  t  That  also  is  a 
bold  stroke:  both  are  bold! — ^Yet  one  of 
them  I  must  choose.— -Then,  suppose  the 
earl  to  recover :  he  will  never  be  tne  same 
man  he  was-— that  I  find  is  always  the  case 
— ^his  mind,  such  as  it  is,  will  go  nearly  al- 
together ! — But  if  he  recovers  a  glimmer- 
ing of  sense— egad !  'twill  require  a  little 
nerve,  too,  to  deny  the  thing  to  his  face,  and 
swear  that  the  whole  thing  is  a  delusion  of 
a  brain  disordered  by  previous  friffht !— And 
suppose  Lady  Cecilia  dies  1— And  leaves  no 
issue?— And  then  Lord  Dreddlington  fol- 
lows her — by  heavens,  this  little  devil  be 
eome»  Lord  Drelineourt  at  onee  f  /" 

This  waa  the  way  that  Mr.  Gammon 
turned  the  thing  over  in  his  mind,  as  he  r«* 
pidly  walked  towards  Portman  Square; 
and  by  the  time  that  he  luid  reached  the 
duke's  house  he  had  finally  determined  on 
the  course  he  should  pursue:  and  though 
his  fece  wae  rather  pale,  he  was  perfiecUy 
self-^oesessed  and  firm,  at  the  moment  ef 
hie  beipg  shown  into  the  library,  where  the 
dttke  was  walking  about,  impatient  for  bin 
arrival. 

**  Gracious  God,  sirf  commenced  the 
duke,  in  a  low  tone,  with  much  agitation 
of  manner,  the  moment  that  the  servant  had 
closed  the  door  behind  him — ^*  what  is  all 
tills  horrible  news  we  hear  about  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse!" 

^Borribk  news— about  Mr.  Titmouse  f* 
echoed  Gammon,  amasedly — ^**  pardon  me ; 
I  don't  underatand  your  grace!  If  you 
allude  to  the  two  executions,  which  IV 
sorry  to  hear — ^" 

**Pho,  sir!  you  ate  trifling!  Believe 
me,  this  is  a  very  awful  montent  to  all  pei^ 
sons  involved  in  what  has  taken  place!" 
replied  the  duke^  his  voice  quivering  with 
emotiom 

**  Your  grace  will  excuse  me,  but  I  rtidijf, 
cannot  comprehend  you  P' 

'^Vou  soon  shtll,  sir!  I  tell  you,  it 
may  be  a  matter  of  infinite  moment  to  yotni* 
self  personally,  Mr.  Gammon!" 

^  What  doa  your  grace  mean  1"  inquirsd 
Gammon,  respectfully,  but  firmly,  and 
throwing  an  exf^reesion  of  still  greater 
amaaement  into  liia  face. 

**Mean,  sirt  Bv  — !  that  you've 
killed  my  Lord  Dreddlington  and  the  Lady 
Cecilia,"  cried  the  duke,  in  a  very  violent 
manner. 

**  I  wait  to  hear  as  soon  as  voor  grae» 
may  oondeaoeDd  to  explain,"  said  Gammon* 
calmly. 


\ 


iW 


T£N  THOUSAND  A  YEAR. 


Idd  »Ad  explained  ererj  thing;!**  xepUed 
he  choleric  duke«  who  imagined  that  he 
lealiy  had  done  so. 

^  Your  grace  has  told — has  explained 
nothing  whatever,"  said  Gammon. 

M  WnjTf  sir,  I  mean,  what's  this  horrible 
•tory  you've  been  telling  my  Lord  Dred- 
dlington  about  Mr.  Titmouse  being— in 
plain  Englbh,  sir— a  bastard  V 

Lf  the  duke  had  struck  at  Gammon,  the 
latter  could  not  have  started  back  more  sud- 
denly and  violently  than  he  did  on  hearing 
his  graoe  utter  the  last  word;  and  he  re- 
mained gasinff  at  the  duke  with  a  face  full 
of  horror  and  bewilderment.  The  spectacle 
which  he  presented  arrested  the  duke's  in- 
creasing excitement.  The  duke  stared 
with  amazement.  **Why,  sir,  are  we 
both — ailB  we  all— mad?  or  dreaming?  or 
what  has  come  to  us  ?" 

**  I  think,"  replied  Gammon,  a  little  re- 
oorerinff  from  the  sort  of  stupor  into  which 
the  duke's  words  had  apparently  thrown 
him,  "  it  is  I  who  have  a  better  title  than 

J  oar  grace  to  ask  the  question.-— I  tell  Lord 
^reddlington  that  Mr.  Titmouse  is  a  bas- 
lard !  Why,  I  can  hardly  credit  my  ears ! 
Does  my  Lord  Dreddlington  say  that  I  have 
told  him  so  ?" 

**  He  does,  sir !"  replied  the  duke, 
fiercely. 

**  And  what  else  may  his  lordship  have 
said  concerning  m^?"  inauired  Gammon, 
with  a  sort  of  hopeless  smile. 

^  fiy  heaven,  sir,  you  mustn't  treat  this 
itiatter  lightly!'*  said  the  duke,  impetu- 
ously. 

**  May  I  ask  jour  graoe  whether  this  is 
the  matter  mentioned  in  your  grace's  note, 
as  of  the—" 

**  It  ft,  sir !  it  is !  and  it's  killed  my  Lord 
Dreddlington,  and  also  the  Lady  Cecilia !" 

*«Wbat!"  cried  Gammon,  starting  and 
exhibiting  increasing  amazement,  **does 
her  ladySUp^  too,  say  that  I  have  told  her 
so?" 

**  Yes,  sir;  she  does  !'* 

•'What!  Lady  Cecilit!"  echoed  Gam- 
mon, really  confounded. 

**  Well,  sir— I  think  she  did—" 

**  THtJc!  your  grace!"  interrupted  Gam- 
mon, rather  bitterly. 

*•  Well,  sir,  certainly— the  fact  is,  I  may 
be  mistaken  as  to  thai  matter.  I  was  not 
present;  but,  at  all  events,  my  Lord  Dred- 
dlington certainty  says  you  told  him^  and 
te's  told  Lady  Cecilia — and  it's  killing 
her— it  is,  sir !  By  heavens,  sir,  I  expeet 
hourly  to  hear  of  both  their  deaths ! — ^And 
1  beg  to  ask  you,  sir,  once  Cot  alU  have  yon 
ever  made  any  such  sXatemfiiiX  \a  m^  \i«c^ 
DnddlingtonV* 


**Noia  sylkble— iMiTer  m  brasdi  of  lb 
sort  in  all  my  life!**  replied  GaouMs, 
boldly,  and  rather  sharply,  as  if  indigHsl 
at  bemg  pressed  about  so  absurd  a  mans. 

^  What !— nothing  of  the  sort  ?— or  tote 
effect?" 

**  Certainly— «ertainl  J  not !  But  let  m 
ask,  in  my  turn,  is  the  faet  sol  Does  jm 
grace  mean  to  say  that — ** 

•*  No,  sir,"  interrupted  the  duke,  hot  irt 
speaking  in  his  former  coofideiit  tone:  •*bit 
my  Lord  Dreddlingtsn  does !" 

^  O,  impossible  !  impossible !"  end 
Gammon,  with  an  incredulous  air:  '*aaiy 
consider  for  one  moment— 4iow  coaU  fhe 
fact  possibly  be  so  and  I  not  know  iit 
Why,  I  know  every  step  of  his  pedigres!* 
The  duke  drummed  vc»)emently  with  1b 
finger  on  the  table,  and  stared  at  Gaoma 
wiUi  'the  air  of  a  man  suddenly  and  ea» 
pletely  nonplussed. 

**why,  Mr.  Grammon,  then  my  hd 
Dreddlington  most  have  completely  ka 
his  senses !  He  declares  that  you  toMUi 
that  such  was  the  fact !  When  and  whsi^ 
may  Task,  did  you  first  see  him  tcndayr 

**•  About  half-past  eleven  or  twelve  o'ckdL 
to-day,  when  he  called  at  my  ehambens 
a  state  of  the  greatest  agitation  and  eid*' 
ment,  occasioned  by  the  announceoMSi  ii 
this  morning's  paper  of  the  sudden  blov-if 
of  the  Artificial—" 

«« Good  heaven !  why,  is  thtd  goner  is 
terrupted  his  grace,  eagerly  and  alamwdlr 
««When?  why?  howl — By  hea?en,  in 
enough  to  turn  any  one*8  head  !" 

*«uideed  it  is,  your  graee.  My  Loit 
Dreddlington  was  the  first  from  wkoiB  I 
heard  any  thing  on  the  subject." 

^  It's  very  odd  I  didn't  see  the  parafnpk! 
Where  was  it?    In  the  Morning  Grpidl^ 

«*  It  was,  your,  grace — it  stated  that  Sr 
Sharper  Bubble  had  suddenly  absoooM, 
with  all  the  funds  of** 

«*0,.the  villain!  Why  do  yoa  mb 
such  people  chairmen,  tihd  treasoreis,  mi 
so  forth  f  How  must  the  loss  be  ns'i 
good  ?  You  really  don*t  look  sharp  enoafli 
after  people  whom  you  put  into  such  ttt^ 
tions !  Who  the  dense  is  this  fellow,  iftii 
Sir  Bubble  Sharper,  or  Sir  Sharper  Bli^ 
ble?" 

«•  He  was  gieatlY  respected  in  tiie  d^f 
or  would  not  have  been  m  the  sitnalioB  ii 
was.    Who  could  have  suspeeled  it?** 

**  And  is  the  thing  quite  blown  up?  il 
gone?" 

««Ye8,  I  fear  it  is,  mdeed!**  wfM 
Gammon,  shrugging  hk  shouldeit  tti 
sighing. 

^^  Q\  ^noEiMTiA  one  can  be  made  lisUil 


\ 
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Ihe  dttlce,  ferj  anxiously,  **  beyond  4ie 
amount  of  ha  aharea  T  How'a  that,  Mr. 
Crammont'* 

**  I  deToudy  trust  not !  Your  grraoe  sees 
h  depends  a  good  deal  on  the  prominence 
which  any  one  takes  in  the  affair.*' 

**  Etfad !  is  that  the  principle  1  I  assure 
you,  Mr.  Gammon,  1  haye  not,  for  my  part, 
taken  the  least  public  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings'*  

^  I  am  Terr  happy  to  hear  it,  your  grace ! 
Nor  have  1— but  I  yerymuch  fear  that 
my  Lord  Dreddlington  may  haye  gone  fuj^ 
tfaer  a  good  deal"— -^ 

M  Fye  seyeral  times  warned  him  on  the 
subject,  I  assure  you !  By-the-way,  there's 
that  other  affair,  Mr.  Gammon.  I  hope— 
eh  I — that  the  Gunpowder  and  Fresh  Wa- 
ter"  

**  Good  heayens,  your  grace !  I  hope  all 
is  right  (We,  or  I,  for  one,  am  a  ruined 
man!"  replied  Gammon,  quickly. 

«« I — I — hope  so  too,  sir.  6o  Lord  Dred- 
^dlington  was  a  good  deal  shocked,  eh,  this 
morning  1" 

**  Yes,  indeed,  he  was— nay,  most  alarm- 
ingly excited !  I  was  greatly  alarmed  on  his 
account,  directly  I  saw  him." 

**And  is  this  Mr.  Titmouse— eh  1—>in* 
yolyed  in  the  thing  t"« 

^  I  really  can't  tell,  your  grace,  his  moye- 
ments  are  somewhat  eccentric;  it's  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  discoTor  or  account  for 
them !  By-the-way,  I  recollect  now  tliat  I 
did  mention  Ids  name  to  Lord  Dreddling- 
ton." 

•«Ah,  indeed!  What  about!"  inter- 
mpted  his  grace,  briskly. 

'•  Why,  f  just  heard  that  early  this  morn- 
ing there  would  be  one'  or  two  executions 
nut  into  his  house,  he'i  been  gn<  jg  on  late- 
ly in  a  yery  wild  way." 

*«0,  he's  a  monstrous  liNie— but  was 
that  all  that  passed  betwe^u  you  and  my 
LOTd  Dreddlington  about  him  !" 

.*«I  will  undertake  to  say,"  replied  Gam- 
mon, pausing,  putting  liis  finger  to  bis  lips, 
and  trying  to  recollect,  ^  that  that  was  the 
.  only  mention  made  of  his  name,  for  soon  after 
''  his  lordship  was  seized  with  a  fit,"  and 
Mr.  Gammon  proceeded  to  ^ye  the  duke  a 
yery  viyid  and  feeling  deecnption  of  it. 

**  What  a  singular  nallucination  his  lord- 
ship must  b^  labouring  under,  to  make  such 
%n  assertion  concerning  me  as  he  appears  to 
«Bye  made,"  presently  obseryed  Gammon. 
<•  Very !"  replied  the  duke,  g^yely,  still 
Ming  serious fiaisgiyings  on  thfe  subject; 
%at  what  could  he  say  or  do  further,  after 
he  solemn,  the  explicit,  and  repeated  de- 
nials of  Mr.  Gammon!  His  grace  then 
gaye  him  an  account  of  what  lis  liad  heard 
MM  to  the  mode  of  Lord  Dioddlioffton's  Stts- 
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urs,  and  that  of  Lady  Csellfai;  nd  as  ha 
went  on,  Gammon  <^myered  ftom  lop  to  toe, 
and  it  required  all  his  extraordinary  powers 
of  self-command  to  conceal  ids  exoeesiyo 
agitation  from  the  duke. 

**  By-the->yay,  where  is  Mr.  Titmouse!" 
inquired  the  diuce,  as  he  rose,  after  mmg 
that  he  was  going  on  immediately  to  Gros-' 
yenor  Square.  « **  I  haye  sent  to  rark  Lane, 
and  find  that  he  has  not  been  then  since  the 
morning." 

**  I  rmly  don't  know,  I  assufo  your  grace. 
I  haTO  not  seen  him  for  seyeral  daya !  ff 
kii  affairs  are  as  seriously  inyolved  as  your 
ffrace  woujd  intimate,  he  may  probably  be 
keeping  out  of  the  way." 

*«  Do  let  me  beg  of  you  to  take  the  trouble 
of  inquiring  after  him  to-morrow  morning, 
Mr.  Gammon.  He  most  be  yeiy  much 
shocked  to  hear  of  the  lamentable  condition 
of  Lady  Cecilia !" 

^Indeed  I  will,  I  assure  your  grace!  I 
only  hope  be  may  not  haye  gone  over  to  the 
Continent" 

•*God  bless  my  soul,  but  I  hope  not!" 
interrupted  the  duke,  earnestly;  and  added, 
after  one  or  two  other  observatbns,  **  then 
I  understand  you  as  stating,  Mr.  Gammon, 
that  there  is  not  the  least  pretence  or  foun- 
dation, in  point  of  fact,  for  the  representa- 
tion whi(m  my  Lord  Dreddlington  has 
made  ^Mnoeming  yon, |irith  reference  to  Mr. 
Titmouse— excuse  m»^is  it  so^  upon  yo^ 
word  of  honour  !" 

**  Upon  my  sacred  word  of  honour !"  re- 
plied Gammon,  steadfastly;  and  bowing  to 
the  duke,  took  his  leaye,  promising  to  call 
on  his  grace  early  on  the  morrow,  and  to 
m^e  eyeiy  exertion  to  sec  Mr.  Titmouse, 
whom  Mr.  Grammon  was  now,  indeed,  de- 
yooringly  anxious  to  see,  and  would  haye 
made  almost  any  sacrifice  to  be  enabled  to 
fall  in  with  him  that  yery  night.  Good 
heayens!  how  much  now  depended  on 
Titmouse!  on  the  manner  in  which  he 
would  deal  with  such  questions  as  would 
infallibly  be  ssked  of  him  by  the  duke^ 
and  by  any  one  else  who  might  nave  heard 
of  the  rumour!  In  ^ort.  Gammon  was 
quite  distracted  by  doubts  and  fears,  as  he 
bent  his  way  back  to  his  chambers,  not 
yenturing,  after  what  he  had  heard,  to  4^1 
■in  Grosyenor  Square  that  evening,  lest  he 
should  hear  fatal  news  of  either  fie  earl  or  ' 
Lady  Cecilia — ^that  is,  of  either  or  both  of 
his  victims !  The  next  morning  the  follow- 
ing announcement  of  the  earl's  illness  ap- 
peared in  most  of  the  morning  papers,  and 
created  quite  a  sensation  in  society :— » 
**  Sudden   and   alasmino   iLurcss   or 

THB    EaeL    or    DaCDOUK^KQit^  kSR^  \^v&^ 
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teiniv «f  ^iliosr deriiKia  natine,  and  wki()h ,  >  {teU^ved  from  the  imme^aU  pr^v^  ^idifl    i 
but  for  Ihe  mofti  prompt  and  decisive  tne^li-  i  had,  as  it  were,  forced  him  dowu  into^ 
eal  treatmenty  mast  bare  proved  immediate-  [  very  dust,  poor  Aubrey *s  pious  and  ^^ 

diseipUned  mind  was  not  long  in  reconnB^ 
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]v  falaL  His  lordship  rallied  a  little  duriog 
the  course  of  the  day,  bat  in  the  evening 
expcneoced  a  second  and  still  more  alarm- 
ing fit,  and  oontinues  in  a  state  which -is 
calculated  to  excite  the  greatest  apprehe»- 
sioii.  We  regret  also  to  add,  that  Lady 
Cecilia  Titmoosev  his  lordship's  only  daugh- 
ter, happening  to  be  with  his  lordship  at 
the  momenf  en  his  sudden  seizure,  was  im- 
mediatety  seized  with  illness,  which,  in  her 
lady^ip's  critical  state  of  health,  may  be 
attendee  with  most  serious  consequences." 

In  the  evening  rMapers,  it  was  stated  that 
the  Earl  pf  Dreddlington  still  continued  in 
a  piecorioas  condition,  and  that  Lady  Ce- 
cilia was  net  expected  to  survive  the  night; 
and  the  instant  that  Mr.  Gammon  laid  his 
hands  on  the  next  mominff's  paper,  he  turned 
with  eagemess  and  trepidation  to  a  particu- 
lar gloomy  comer  of  it— and  a  faint  mo- 
mentary mist  came  over  his  eyes,  while  he 
read  aa  follows : — 

**  Yesterday,  in  Grosvenor  Square,  in  her 
d9th  year,  after  giving  premature  birth  to  a 
son,  still-bom.  Lady  Cecilia  Titmouse,  the 
lady  of  TiUlebat  Titmouse,  Esq.,  M.  P., 
and  only  daughter  and  hciresi  of  the  Right 
Honoarable  the  Earl  of  Dreddlington.** 
Mr.  Gammon  laid  ^own  the  paper,  and  for 
some  moments  felt  overcome  with  a  deadly 
.faintness.  Having,  however,  recovered 
himself  a  little,  in'  casting  a  hasty,  appre- 
hensive g)ance  over  the  paper  for  intelli- 
gence of  the  Earl  of  Dreddlmgton,  he  read 
as  follows : — > 

**The  Earl  of  Dreddlington  continues 
alarmingly  ill.  Drs.  Bailey  and  Whittington 
are  in  constant  attendance  upon  his  lord- 
ship. Our  readers  will  see,  in  another 
part  of  our  paper,  the  melancholy  announce- 
ment of  the  death  of  his  lordship's  lovely 
and  accomplished  daughter.  Lady  Cecilia 
Titmouse,  after  giving  premature  birth  to  a 
son,  stiti-bom.  We  regret  to  hear  it  ra- 
moured,  that  the  illness  of  his  lordship  ori- 
ginated in  a  shock  occasioned  by  circum- 
stances of  a  very  painful  nature;  but  this 
report,  we  trust,  will  turn  oat  to  be  un- 
founded. In  the  event  of  his  lordship's 
demise,  he  is  succeeded  in  his  titles  and 
estates  by  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Titmoase, 
M.  P.  for  Yatton.*' 

It  will  surely  be  a  relief  to  one*8  feel- 
ings to  pass  away,  for  a  while  at  least,  from 
^  contemplation  of  these  events  of  un- 
toward and  disastroas  issue,  to  persons  and 
to  incidents  of  a  very  d\ffei«nt  character. 

T^im,  lliefefore,  Idnd  and  yaVAsikV  i«ii«\WTiWkYswiisM^mY«^^  and  inooL^ 
▼our  eye  to  that  lettoax  ot  \<jci^\>Sfcrait\^^^^  \\0k^ 
▼irtUB  WhiBh  is  to  be  CoTOi\iiNw\»ika>x«\^^^  w^vwsawjt^^  ^>a^%V^ isir^v 


that  tone  of  confident  reliance  .up<A  %» 
goodness  and  mercy  of  God  which  tiai 
God  had  seen  fit  so  severely  to  liy;  asd 
such  he  now  permitted  Aubrey  to  see  ha^ 
been  his  object.  He  and  his  lovelj— Isi 
beloved  wife  and  sister  Boon  recovered  • 
considerable  measure  of  composure,  lad 
even  cheerfulness;  yet  felt  they  2l\  inh 
deep  tauten.  The  \  generous  and  timelj  io> 
terference  of  Mr.  I^unnington  had  senud 
them,  indeed,  a  few  moments'  respite  fron 
the  harassing  and  tormenting  attacks  itf 
those  who  seemed  bent  upon  uieir  destnr- 
tion;  but  what  was  to  become  of  them  all 
when  the  arrival  of  the  next  term  sbo&U 
have  dgain  set  into  motion  against  then  tk 
dismal  machinery  of  the  law  1  Nooe  d 
them  could  foresee  any  mode  of  exit  bm 
their  troublee;  speculatipn  was  idle;  j« 
loet  they  not  an  hunible  but  trembling  bfll 
that  Providence  would  yet  make  a  waj Is 
their  escape. 

The  one  of  all  the  recent  occurreBCS 
which  had  mo8>  shocked  and  dishetrtead 
Mr.  Aubrey,  and  driven  him  nearest  to  tk 
verge  of  downright  despair,  was  thit  d 
Lady  Stratton*i»  death,  and  lu  afflifldif 
ooncoroitaats.  How  powerfully  and  pe 
severingly  did  the  arch-enemy  of  mu!ad 
represent  this  cireametance  to  him-cy 
.cially  in  those  moods  of  depressioo  whiek 
are  incident  to  all  of  us  in  this  fluctnliig 
scene  of  trial  and  sufTeriiig — %m  proof  tbt 
he  was  the  sport  of  chance,  the  victia<f 
evil  destiny  \  What  had  he,  his  wiii,  jui 
sister,  done  to  dk»erve  it  1  But,  thank  God ! 
in  vain  were  these  suggestions  £om  iMsaitb : 
totally  ineffectual 

-  To  flhakt  ht«  tnitt  in  Ood  !* 

Certainly,  the  4»vent  alluded  to  htflW 
all  his  calculations,  long,  and  deeplj*  ^ 
anxiously  as  he  reflected  upon  it,  in  all  iv 
bearings ;  and  his  only  t&Lmv^  lay  ia  ^ 
simple  reference  of  it  to  the  iSl-wise  pnm* 
dence  of  God.  O,  foolish  fiend !  and  diU 
thou  really  think  this  little  matter  atf  ^ 
sufficient  to  make  him  doubt  or  deny  GoTt 
moral  government  of  the  world  1  FaroibO' 
wise,  indeed,  was  it  with  htm,  enliflblNii 
by  intelligence  from  on  high;  ana  wkki 
satisfied  Aubrey,  that  it  was  but  reasoadhk 
to  expect,  while  there  was  so  mudi  tkat 
was  utterly  incomprehensible  and  'lua^ 
cable  in  God's  own  character,  in  his  pk^ 
cal  and  natoral  government  of  the  wm 
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>!  glimptes  iatcr  the  oiie,  as  well  aa  iato  the 
oUmf;  and  thejr  should  satiafvuaof  the  reali- 
ty of  tbe  subhoie  and  awful  system  which 
is  ia  existence  around  us.  What  know 
we  of  the  ultimate  scope  and  end  of  His 
working  1  What  seeming  good  shall  we 
be  sure  will  not  produce  evil  f  What  seem- 
ing eril  shall  we  be  sure  will  not  produce^ 
ai^  is  not  designed  to  produce,  go<xi  ?  And 
may  not  our  iterance  in  these  respects  he 
specially  ordained  to  test  the  faith  of  man— 
10  check  presumptuous  confidence— to  repel 
palsying  despair ;  in  a  word,  to  make  man 
walk  humbly  with  his  God^  in  constant  and 
bnplicit  confidence  upon  Him  1  0,  blessed 
is  the  man  of  true  devoutness  of  mind,  and 
protected  from  innumerable  troubles  and 
perils  Uiat  assail  and  overpower  those  who 
choose  to  live  without  God  in  the  world! — 
TbfMB  was  it  that  Aubrey,  as  he  had  not  pre- 
eumed  in  his  prosperity,  so  despaired  not  in 
iris  adTeraity. 

He  had  commenced  a  sedulous  attend- 
Smoe  at  the  chambers  of  Mr.  Mansfield, 
within  a  few  days  afVer  the  delicate  kind- 
ness of  Mr.  Runnington  had  afforded  him 
the  means  of  doing  so.  He  already  knew 
•oficieBt  to  charm  him  with  the  intricate 
b«t  exqaisite  system  of  tlie  law  of  real 
property ;  and  the  immediate  practical  ope- 
ration of  its  principles,  which  he  witnessed 
ia  his  new  scene  of  study,  served  to  enhance 
his  estimate  of  its  importance  and  value. 
Mr.  Mansfield  had  recommended  him  to  ad- 
dress bis  early  and  close  attention  to  the  in-> 
comparable  essav  of  Mr.  Feame,  upon  Om- 
SingttU  Rtmaiffien,  He  did  so,  and  was 
•con  enchantea  with  the  simplicity,  subtle- 

2,  and  comprehensiveness  of  the  system 
veloped  in  that  masterly  performance.  In 
addition  to  his  absorbing  professional  la- 
bouis^  he  continued  his  occasional  contribu- 
tioiis  to  substantial  literature;  but  Mr. 
Riinnington*s  generosity  had  enabled  him 

.to  dispense  with  that  severe  and  incessant 
exertion  to  which  he  had  been  till  then  ac- 
customed, and  enabled  him  to  address  him- 
self to  his  difficult  yet  delightful  studies 
with  unimpaired  energy. 

Some  short  time  af&r  he  had  commenced 
hie  attendance  at  Mr.  Mansfield's  cham- 

*  bers,  Mr.  Aubrey  was,  one  morning  about 
tan  o'clock,  on  his  way  down  to  Lincoln's 
Ian,  and  when  about  to  cross  Oxford  Street, 
paused  to  let  pass  him  a  dusty  po6t<chaise 
and  four;  and  as  it  went  close  and  rapidly 
by  him,  he  quite  started  with  astonishment, 
for,  onless  his  eye  had  extraordhiarily  de- 
ceived him,  he  had  seen  in  the  chaise  no 
other  than  Lord  de  la  Zouch,  who,  however, 
if  it  were  he,  had  not  appeared  to  see  Mr. 
Aabfsy,  and  probabJj  iiad  really  not  ob- 


*»  Why,  how  can  this  be  V  thought  An* 
brey,  standing  and  gazing  for  a  moment  ui 
astonishment  after  the  post-diaise.  **  The 
letter  which  Agnes  had  the  other  day  {Vom  , 
Lady  de  la  Zouch,  did  not  sayaword  aoout 
Lord  de  la  Zouch's  intention  to  return  to 
England !  And  alone !  And  in  a  post-  • 
ch^se ;  and  travelling  all  nisfht,  as  he  evi- 
dently has,  from  Dover!  'Tis  strange  J 
What  can  be  the  matter  1" — And  he  stood 
for  a  moment  irresolute  whether  or  not  he 
should  retrace  his  steps,  and  satisfy  his  cu- 
riosity by  calling  at  the  house  of  Lord  de 
la  Zouch,  in  Dover  street.  On  considera- 
tion, however,  he  determined  not  to  do  so. 
He  might  be  mistaken ;  but  if  not,  Lord  de 
la  Zouch  might  have  been  called  back  to 
England  on  a  matter  of  spedal  urgency, 
and  possibly  deem  a  call  from  any  one,  ex- 
cept those  he  expected  to  see,  intrusive. 
Aubrey,  therefore,  continued  his  way  on  to 
Lincotn's  Inn ;  and  was  very  soon  engrossed 
with  the  matters  there  requiring  his  atten- 
tion. But  it  really  was  Lord  de  la  Zouck 
whom  he  had  seen ;  and  it  was  solely  on 
Aubrey's  own  account  that  hia  lordsnip, 
leaving  Lady  de  la  Zouch  at'  Paris,  had 
taken  mis  sudden  journey  to  Ensknd-^-not 
intending  Aubrey,  however,  at  all  events  at 
present,  to  be  apprized  of  the  fact.  Twas 
entirely  owing  to  the  unconscious  Gammon 
that  iJord  de  la  Zoucli  thus  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  England ;  6)r,  had  that  gentle- 
man not  taken  such  special  pains  to  have 
inserted  in  the  Morning  Grow)  the  full  and 
accurate  account  of  the  proceedings  which 
he  had  caused  to  be  instituted  against  him- 
self, which  the  reader  has  had  laid  before 
him,  and  which  his  lordship  in  due  course 
read  at  Paris,  with  infinite  anxiety  and  alarm 
on  the  source  of  its  possible  bearing  upon 
Mr.  Aubrey,  his  lordship  would  in  all  proba- 
bility have  continued  at  Paris  for  several 
months  longer,  in  total  ignorance  of  the 
thraldom  orthe  unfortunate  Aubreys.  The 
moment  that  his  lordship  read  over  the  re- 
port in  question,  he  wrote  ofl*  to  Mr.  .Run- 
nington a  strictly  confidential  letter,  begging 
an  immediate  answer,  with  as  full  and  exact 
an  account  of  Mr.  Aubrey's  circumstances 
as  Mr.  Runnington  oould  give.  By  the  very 
next  post,  that  gentleman  wrote  off  to  his 
lordship  a  lonjr  letter,  acquainting  him  with 
what  had  beiallen  the  persecuted  Aubiey, 
viz.,  his  double  arrest,  and  in  respect  of  so 
terrible  a  liability.  Mr.  Runnington  spoke, 
in  very  glowing  and  feeling  terms,  of  the 
manly  fortitude  of  Mr.  Aubrey  under  his  a<h 
cumdated  misfortunes;  and,  in  short, drew 
so*moving  a  picture  of  the  deplorable  cir- 
cumstances in  whicK  Mi«  k^W^^  ys(A\&9^ 
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C0119  in  confidenoe,  that  he  might  expect  to 
see  his  lordship  in  London  within  a  day  or 
two— for  that  he  was  c6ming  orer  solely  on 
the  affairs  of  the  Aubreys— and  was,  in  tact, 
resoWed  upon  bringing  about,  x^ost  what  it 
mi^ht,  either  alone,  or  in  conjunction  with 
such  other  friends  of  Mr.  Aubrey  as  his 
lordship  might  think  proper  to  take  into  fiis 
counsels,  a  complete  and  final  settlement  of 
Mr.  Aubrey's  affairs,  and  so  place  him  at 
once  and  forever  out  of  the  reach  of  all  his 
enemies ;  to  set  him  once  more  straight  and 
free  in  the  world,  and  give  him  a  fair  chance 
of  securing,  by  the  successful  practice  of  the 
profession  of  the  bar,  that  independence,  af- 
fluence, and  distinction,  to  which  his  great 
talents,  learning,  industry,  and  unconquera- 
ble energy  warr^ted  him  in  aspiring  to. 
As  soon  as  his  lordship  had  recovered  from 
the  &tigue8  of  his  journey,  he  sent  off  a 
servant  to  request  the  immediate  attend- 
ance of  Mr.  Runnington— who  was  over- 
Joyed  at  receiving  the  summons,  and  could 
nardly  refrain  from  stepping  over  to  Mr. 
Mansfield's,  in  order  to  apprise  Mr.  Au- 
brey of  the  arrival  of  Lord  de  la  Zonch. 
He  abstained,  however,  from  doing  so,  on 
recollecting  the  strict  injunctions  of  Lord 
de  la  Zouch ;  and  immediately  set  off  for 
Dover  Street  But  before  thej  met,  let  me 
take  (he  ^opportunity  of  mentioning  one  or 
two  little  matters,  connected  with  the  pre- 
vious movements  of  Mr.  Runnington.  He 
was  a  very  able  man ;  clear-headed,  cau- 
tious, experienced,  and  singulariy  prompt 
and  determined,  when  once  he  had  resolved 
on  any  course  of  proceeding:  in  short,  he 
was  quite  capable  of  contending  against 
even  such  a  formidable  opponent  as  Gam- 
mon, Subtle,  tortuous,  and  unscrupulous  as 
he  might  be.  **  Let  me  once  get  hold  of 
Master  Gammon — that's  all!" — thought, 
very  frequently,  Mr.  Runnington.  Now,' 
the  astound infi[  avowal  which  .Miss  Aubrey 
represented  Mr.  Gammon  as  having  made 
to  her,  in  his  insane  attempt  to  prevail  upon 
her  to  entertain  his  addresses— -viz.  that  he 
possessed  the  power  of  immediately,  and 
by  legal  means,  displacing  Mr.  Titmouscj 
and  repossessing  Mr.  Aubrey  of  Yattoit— 
had  made  a  profound  impression  on  the 
mind  of  Mr.  Runnington. 
^  The  more  that  he  reflected  upon  the  in- 
cident, and  upon  the  character  or  Mr.  Gam- 
mon, the  stronger  became  his  conviction 
that  Mr.  Gammon  had  been  in  earnest  in 
what  he  had  said ;  that  there  was  a  foun- 
dation in  fact  for  his  assertion ;  and  that  if 


mind,  to  ike  mcamtttaooe  of  Mr.  * 
exercising  soch  a  coiMtaat  ioterferenee  aiA 
control    over    Titmoose,  mod  all  msttai 
connected  with  Yalloii.     Mr.  RanniBglaa 
many  and  many  m  time    pondend  thfl» 
things  in  his  mind*  bat  was,  afier  ail«  €€» 
pletely  at  a  loss  to  know  what  steps  Ib 
take,  and  how  to  deal  with  the  aiair  as  ll 
stood.    Then  again,  with  refmeiios  to  tk 
death  of  Lady  Stratton,  and  the  melanebolf 
circumstances  attending  it,  Mr.  Ramm» 
ton  had  entered  into  a  correopondenes  wia 
Mr.  Parkinson,  with  a  view  to  aaeertamuf 
the  chances  there  were  of  pfoeaiing  kii 
draft  of  Lady  Stratton's  will,  to  be  admilMd 
to  probate,  and  laid  the  eorrespondeDce,  m 
the  shape  of  a  case,  before  aAeminflit  pi» 
titioner  in  the  eocleslastical  eoiut.    lit 
opinion  he  thus  obtained,  was,  bowevBi 
adverse ;  mainlv,  on  the  snmnd  that  tkm 
was  clearly  evidence  to  snow  a  ■ubaw^il 
essential  alteration  of  intention  <»  the  piil 
of  Lady  Stratton,  to  say  nothing  of  ciM 
other  mfficjiUies  which  were  auggaslBd  ir 
the  opinion.    Mr.  Runnington  was  BMik 
chagrined  at  this  lesolt;  and,  of  eounii 
abandoned  his  Intention  of  aerionsly  e» 
testing  Mr.  Tltmouse^s  claim  to  Ti^wr^*"**^ 
tion.    It  could,  however,  he  thooght,  do» 
harm,  if  he  was  just  to  lodge  a  caveat  ef« 
if  he  there  left  the  matter.     It  mifkt  km 
the  effect  of  interpoeing  some  doay,  a^ 
staving^  off  any  contemplated  ^nwwifwf 
upon  me  bond  of  Mr.  Aubrey.    Tins  itfi 
therefore,  he  took,  and  was  gready  i^ti^ 
ed  in  finding,  some  Bhatt  time  wntnmh, 
that  the  Vulture  Company  wans  bcnl  • 
pursuing  their  ordinary  oonne  ineMfes«f 
policies  which  rendered  it  worth  their  «kilt« 
viz.  not  paying  till  tiiej  were  fovosd  tp  do 
so :  and  the  'company,  in  their  tma,  wm 
delighted  to  find  that  there  was  a  ttas 
of  a  protracted  dispnte  conoecning  tfis  Mf 
to  the  policy.  Nrrt  irntiiifind  with  fliii   mi 

haunted  by  Mr.  Gammon^s  _^  ^ 

ment  to  Miss  Aubrey — it  all  at  ones 
red  to  Mr.  Runnington,  in  the  eonrss  of  1b 
many  meditations  upon  the  snbjeet,  to  ^i 
an  oppoftunity  of  discussing  the  affair,  itlB 
its  bearings,  with  the  Attoraey-Owirii 
whose  penetrating,  practical  8agad^«ski» 
ened  by  his  zeal  and  sympathy,  aufi^  m 
upon  something  or  other  undisteiwihk  > 
Mr.  Runnington.  Withoat  haviiw  irtiai 
ted  his  intentions  to  Mr.  AnbreyVllr. Bm 
nington,  shortly  after  having  lodfsdlii 
caveat,  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  inlem* 
with  the  Attorney iQeneral,  expresstir^ 
a  view  of  talking  over  the  afiDurs  of  ttfri 
fortunate  Mr.  Aubrey. 


so,  some  scheme  6f  profound  and  infernal 

wickedness  must  have  beenYvad  let^oTiT^  V)> 

in  order  to  dispMScaa  "Nit.  K\^t«^  olX'aX-X    ^''^^  W^as^  \sx^  «jnl  V*  cried  the 

ton,  and  place  Tilmoxiae  tiiftte  HxiV\a  «X«^.W3;^wi^^^\\w  ^  \wofc  ^^t9Qib9^<« 

Then  Mr.  Runninglon  aA^r«ite^,  VnViva  wii\^a^x.^>ais«««^\s^TsaRi^^ 
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meat  of  Mr.  Gammon  to  Miss  Anbief  « and 
Jie  cireumBtances  aocompanyingr  it.  In 
short,  it  was  clear  that  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral was  erery  whit  as  much  struck  with  the 
circumstance  as  had  been  Mr.  Runnington; 
and  for  some  minutes  after  Mr.  Runnington 
had  named  it,  seemed  lost  in  thought.  A 
eonsideiable  pause  here  ensued  in  their  con- 
versation; and  Mr.  Runnington  was  quite 
delighted  to  soo  his  distinguished  compa- 
nion evidently  encaffed  in  turning  about  the 
fiMSts  of  the  case  m  his  clear  ana  powerful 
understanding;  viewing  them  from  eyerr 
point  in  which  they  could  be  contBmplated» 
and  in  all  their  beanngs.    • 

**  It's  Terr  likely,  I  am  disposed  to  think, 
that  the  fellow  was  in  earnest,*'  at  length 
said  the  Attorney-General ;  ^*  at  all  events, 
that  he  beUtvcd  ne  possessed  the  power  he 
professed  to  possess ;  and  that  he  was  hur- 
ried away  a  little  into  prematurely  dis- 
elosing  it.  Egad«  he's  a  nice  person,  that 
Gammon,  too,  oy  the  way,  to  think  of  his 
^Drooosing  to  sweet,  preuy  Misb  Aubrejr — 
ah,  nah,'^  added  the  Attorney-General,  with 
a  faint  but  contemptuous  smile;  and  pre- 
sently added,  in  a  musing  sort  of  way— ^ 
^  }'ve  got  the  general  facts  that  came  out  at 
the  trial  still  pretty  fresh  in  my  mind,  and 
I've  been  just  running  over  the  links  in  his 
chain  of  proof.  'Gad !  we  could  .  hardly 
have  failed  to  detect  a  hitch,  if  there  had 
been  one!  link  by  link;  we  were  long 
enough  about  it,  at  any  rate !  I  can  con- 
ceive, too,  that  in  a  case  of  that  sort  there 
was  room  for  a  little  bit  of  perjury,  if  it 
Were  cleverly  managed ;  and  Mr.  Gammon 
sff  ft  ektier  man !  By  the  way,  I'm  actually 
gmng  down  special  for  him  to  York,  in  that 
Erib^  case,  ah,  hah. — Ay,"  he  presently 
]«0umed,  ^*  I  suspect  that  one  or  two  of  thp 
links  in  that  chain  of  bis  must  have  been 
of  base  metal.  Devil  take  him !  he  must 
have  done  it  well  too !"  He  smiled  bitterly. 

**  If  that's  your  impression,  Mr.  Attorney, 
what  do  you  think  of  having  a  shot  at  them 
<— a  Second  ejectment." 

^O,  by  heaven !  ihaCa  an  awful  affair!" 
replied  the  Attorney-General,  shrugging  his 
ahoulders;  *«  besides,  what  he's  done  once, 
he  mav  do  again." 

**  A 1,  but  we  know  all  his  witnesses  now 
beforenand !  Then  we  fought  him  in  the 
dark;  but  now — ^" 

**Ay,  there's  something  in  ihat^  cer- 
tainlv,"  said  the  Attom^v-General,  mu- 
atogly ;  ^  bat  then  'tis  such  a  frightful  ex- 
pense; and  Where's  poor  Aubrey  to  get  the 
means  1" 

^0,  never  mind  that,  Mr.  Attorney!" 
replied  ^r.  Runnington,  but  at  the  same 
UM  rather  aenoaaHy ;  bat  thinking  of  Lord 
d0  la  Zauebf  he  added^  rather  bridkhr.  *«  ooli 
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yoQ  intimate  an  opimoa  iavomrable  towards 
venturing  the  experiment,  and  I'll  undertake 
that  funds  shall  be  fortheoming." 

While  Mr.  Runnington  was  saying  this, 
the  Attorney-General  sat  leaning  back  m 
his  chair,  his  head  inclined  on  one  side,  the 
fingers  of  one  hand  playing  mechanically 
wiUi  his  chain ;  in  fact,  he  was  deeply  eiw 
gaged  in  thought,  and  Mr.  Runnington'  did 
not  interra||(t  him. 

<*Ah,"  he  presently  exclaimed,  with  a 
sort  of  sigh,  looking  with  much  vivacity  at 
his  companion — *'I  have  it — ^I  have  it-4 
see  a  way  out  of  the  wood !  Well,  if  you 
can  only  get  ammunition,  it's  my  advice  to 
you  to  fiffht  the  battle  over  again,  but  on 
quite  a  different  field." 

''Indeec^,  Mr.  Attorney!  What— hi  a 
court  of  eq  lity  !"  I 

**  O,  phi. !  no. — You  say  you  hace  en- 
tered a  caveat  against  the  grsnt  of  Letters 
of  Admimstration  V 

**  Yes,  certainly,"  replied  Hr.  Runnings 
ton,  a  little  disappointed ;  **  but,  as  I  ex- 
plained, there's  no  chance  ofeslujblishing  a 
will.'' 

«•  Never  mind  that.  Throw  the  will  to 
the  dogs.  I'll  show  yon  a  wrinkle  worth  a 
hundrM  wills !  When  you're  called  on  to 
support  your  caveat,  do  so  on  the  ground 
that  Mr,  Juhrey  it  niarkr  or  Kill  to  Ladjt 
Stratton  than  thi$  fellow  7Y//»miM~-that  will 
make  it  necessary  for  'Htmouse,  yon  know* 
to  set  forth  his  pedisree  wjth  the  greatest 
minuteness;  yctf  will  have  a  commission 
go  down  to  the  spot  where  all  the  witnesses 
are;  and  those  fellows,  the  proctors,  yon 
know,  are  as  keen  as  bugles." 

«« O,  Mr.  Attorney !  I— I  see  it  all !  0, 
admirable !" 

**To  be  sure!"  continued  the  Attome}- 
General,  with  much  interest.  '*  Their  case 
will  be,  as  it  were,  laid  on  the  rack,  when 
the  process  of  the  ecclesiastical  couift  is  ap- 
plied to  it.  You  have  an  examiner  on  the 
spot:  all  secret  and  mysterious:  proctoit 
ferreting  out  all  sorts  of  old  registers  and 
musty  documents,  that  we  should  nevsr 
thuik  of.  Tis  quite  in  their  line-^irthsy 
deaths, 
nected 
flaw, 

**  O,  Mr.  Attorney !"  cried  Mr.  Running- 
ton,  with  grateful  glee,  '^yoor  hint  is  worUi 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  pounds." 

**  If  it  only  nroduces  Ten  Thotuand  m 
Fear— ah,  hsh !''  interrupted  the  Attemey- 
General,  langhing  good  naturedly;  and 
very  soon  afterwards  Afr.  Rannington  quit- 
ted his  chaxi^ber,  charmed  and  excited  by 
the  maatecl^  ^«N^«tfi<(sck  ^1  ^^  ^k9^ssc(»s\ 

\UK,  uui  «M  il^v  vs«w^  ^Y«^  ^  ^^*^ 
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x  or.  '^iis  quite  m  tneir  iinfr-^-DirtASv 
Lbs,  and  marriages,  and  every  thing  con- 
ted  with  them.  By  Jove !  tf  there's  a 
r,  you'll  hit  it  in  ^Au  way!" 
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wMi,  'snd  get  a  land  of  general  notimi  of  the 
^process  which  he  thought  of  commencing. 
You  might,  \v4thin  an  hour's  time  after  his 
t|Qitting  tiie  chambers  of  the  Attomej'Gene- 
TalyhaTe  seen  Mr.Runnington  closeted  with 
his  proctor — ^the  proctor  always  employed 
by  his  firm — Mr.  Obadiah  Pounce — a  man 
W h^e  took  told  you  he  was  made  for  pene- 
tretmg  into  and  pokin?  about  in  any  thing 
musty,  or  obscure.  He  was,  Indeed,  tho^ 
roughly  up  to  his  business — not  an  abler  or 
more  experienced  proctor  was  to  be  found 
in  Doctor's  Commons.  As  Mr.  Pounce 
not  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
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facts,  inasmuch  as  he  had  drawn  up  the  case 
which  had  been  submitted  to  Dr.  Flare  for 
his  opinicn  as  to  the  admissibility  of  Mr. 
Parkmson's  drail  of  Lady  Stratton's  in- 
tended will,  to  probate — it  did  not  take  Ion? 
to  put  him  in  possession  of  the  wishes  and 
intentions  of  Mr.  Runnington. 

**  Let  us  ^me  away  to  Dr.  Flare  at  onoe,'* 

?iuoth  Pounce,  putting  his  watch  into  his 
ob.  •*  Youll  catch  him  in  just  now,  I 
know,  and  perhaps  in  good  humour ;  and  a 
short  consultation  with  Atm  will  be  worth 
half  a  dozen  wrhten  opinions.'* 

So  they  set  off  for  the  chambers  of  Dr. 
Flare,  which  were  at  only  a  few  yards' dis- 
tance. Dr.  Flare  was  a  very  great  man  in 
Ihe  ecclesiastical  court;  in  fact,  by  far  the 
most  eminent  practitioner  there.  He  was 
thoroughly  rersed  in  ecclesiastical  law,  aqd 
every  species  of  learning  connected  with  it; 
in  fact,  he  had  for  the  last\hirty  years  been 
concerned  in  every  case  of  the  least  import- 
ance which  had  com^  before  that  solemn, 
quaint,  and  mysterious  tribunal.  He  was 
possessed  of  great  acuteness  and  powers  of 
arrangement,  of  wonderful  industry,  but  his 
capital  quality  was  that  of  thoroughly  identi- 
fying himself  with  his  cause.  Into  every 
ease  in  which  he  was  employed,  he  entered 
with  all  the  keenness  and  vivacity  which  he 
Could  have  displayed  in  one  of  vital  personal 
consequence  to  hi  msel  f.  The  moment  he  had 
possessed  himself  of  the  facts  of  his  case,  he 
was  really  convinced,  to  the  end  of  the  chap- 
ter, that  he  was  on  the  right  side ;  that  the 
legal  and  moral  merits  were  with  his  client ; 
and  tiiat  he  ought  to  win^  But,  to  be  sure, 
such  a  temper  was  his !  So  fierce  and  fiery, 
that  it  scorched  everybody  that  came  into  con- 
tact with  him.  He  was  like  an  angry  dog, 
who,  if  be  has  nothing  else  to  snap  at,  will 
sna^  tjt  his  own  tail ;  and  Dr.  Flare,  when  he 
had  no  one  else  to  get  into  a  passion  with, 
would  get  into  one  with  himself.  His  own 
quickness  of  perception  was  calculated  to 
render  him  impatient  and  \Tnla\>\^  ^ti^«t  v?«iv 


ft^mittm.    In  spite  of  considerable  impclB^ 
sihr  of  temper,  he  was  a  kind,  an  hotumf' 
able,  and  high-minded  man ;  and  wkeo  ool 
in  actual  conflict,  lived  on  very  good  tani 
with  the  solemn,  sleepy,  old  gentleman,  ta 
whom  he  was  sometimes  opposed.    In  po^ 
son,  he  was  short  and  spare ;  his  slight  grey 
whiskers  looked  as  if  they  had  beeneoimrf 
by  his  cheeks,  which,  though  thin,  were  of 
a  florid  red  colour ;  his  forehead  was  kw 
pie ;  and  there  was  an  expression  about  hit 
piercing  grey  eyes  which  seemed  to  ask, 
with  a  curse,  of  any  one  entering,  "Why 
d'ye  interrupt  mel"     When  Mr.  Poooei 
and  Mr.  Runnthgton   entered  his  room— 
which  was  covered  with  papers  ^nd  open 
books — ^the  Doctor  was  settling  in  Jymrty 
articles  extending  over  many  hundrea  foHos, 
against  an  unhappy  curate,  floarishbg  oa 
forty  pounds  a  year  in  Rutlandshire,  ^(onci* 
ing  and  concerning  his  touTa  healthy  and  tk 
lawful  correction  and  reformation  tf  fuM  Mm> 
ner»  and  excencB^  fsuch  was  the  soleon 
and  affectionate  strain  in  which  the  rrre* 
rend  delinquent  was  addressed,)  in  hsTin* 
refused  to  baptize  a  child  by  the  name  «f 
"  Judas  IscA riot" — ^that  being  the  name 
sired  to  oe  given  to  his  infant  by  a  li  • 
Radical  cobbler,  a  chattering  infidel,  > 
sou?ht,'by  that  means,  to  ennce  his  hatici 
of  th6/0hristian  religion.     Now  Dr.  Fl«f 
was  himself  an  ardent  friend  of  the  chaich, 
add  a  sincere  Christian :  but  he  had  hwaffA 
himself  to  look  upon  this  poor  clergynai 
as  guilty  of  a  most  flagrant  piece  of  wkM* 
ness ;  and  was  forging,  eon  amort,  the  bol| 
to  be  presently  levelled  at  so  enornaoiis  si 
offender.     But  a  few  minutes  before  theft 
arrival,  an  incident  had  occurred  to  theDobi 
tor  which  had  roused  him  into  a  kind  of 
fever:  he  had  been  interrupted  b/anappB' 
cant  to  be  sworo  to  some  matter  or  cKto, 
for  which  the  Doctor  was  entitled  to  ^ 
usual  fee  of  one  shilling.     The  deponesi 
had  only  half-a-crown ;  so  the  Doctor  bsi 
to  take  out  his  purse,  and  give  him  the  di^ 
ference,  (eighteenpence,)  with  a  muttefsl 
curse :  and  you  may  guess  the  scene  Uat 
ensued  on  the  deponent's  presently  letnis- 
ing,    and    requesting    that    the    sixpeoM 
which  the  Doctor  had  given  him  might  bt 
changed,  being  a  bad  one  / — Mr.  Rnnaiif* 
ton  .was  prepared  to  go  fully  into  his  cast 
before    Doctor    Flare;    but    on    catcliiaf 
sight  of  him,  he  looked  so  startling  a  eoa- 
trast  to  the  calm  and  affable  Attorney-Gen^ 
ral,  that  his  heart  suddenly  failed  hln; 
and  after  observing,  that  instead  of  ntt^ 
rupting  the  Doctor  at  that  time,  he  wM' 
vnvRi^ately  lay  a  written  ease  be^foi?  liM^ 


the  clearest  and  briefest  statcuv^tvl  o^  ^  <i7i»fe\Vft  -wA  "^^.^Kycavia^. \!cn%sSl<^  ^4dt  evcapc  ktf 

that  could  be  addressed  to  \utiv.    Uft^^\^^^«vw,^t.WKt\^^^ 

m  a  manner,  the  TWtitn  f^i  \\\s  ti^^u  o«naw\^  tfl^v^tm\t«^>  ^-^^  ^T.^^tRs*.  ^ 
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disd  with  lav  j^htm.  But  it  •ccmred  to  Mr. 
Romunglony  titat  in  the  present  step  of  the 

.botiness,  Mr.  Poanee  was  just  as  satisfiio- 
j^rj  an  adviser  as  Dr.  Flare  conld  be ;  and 
he  determined  apon  betn^  guided  by  Mr, 
Pounce,  whom  he  immediately  instructed 
to  retain  Dr.  Flare;'  and  then  talked  over 
the  whole  case,  in  all  its  bearings :  the  le- 
•olt  being,  that  Mr.  Poanee  entirely  cor- 
toberated  the  view  taken  by  the  attomey- 
feneral,  and  pointed  out  so  clearly  and  for- 
cibly the  peculiar  advantagfcs  attending  the 
contemplated  mode  of  procedure,  that  Mr. 
Rttnnington  nearly  made  up  his  mind  on 
the  spot,  to  venture  on  the  experiment ;  but 
at  all  events,  undertook  to  ffive  his  final  de- 
cision within  twenty-four  hours*  time.  The 
next  momin?,  however,  he  received  infor- 
mation from  Mr.  Poun6e,  which  was  <^ca- 
laied  to  quicken  his  motions ;  viz.  that  Mr. 
Titmouse  was  moving,  a|td  had  just  **  warn' 
ed  tke  caoeat,^^  with  a  view  to  disdovering 
who  bis  opponent  was,  and  what  was  the 
ground  of  hie  opposition.  Now,  this  chanced 
to  occur  on  the  very  day  of  Lord  de  la 
Zoudi^s  arrival  in  London;  hie  servant 
calling  at  Mr.  Runnington*s  office  with  a 
note  requesting  his  attendance  in  Dover 
Street,  within  a  few  hours  of  Mr.  Running- 
teo'e  receivingintelligence  of  the  move- 
ment of  Mr,  lltmouse.    The  result  of  a 

.  wery  long  and  animated  discussion  between 
Mr.  Runniagton  and  Lord  de  la  Zouch  was, 
that  hie  loraship  acquiesced  in  the  expe- 
diency of  the  course  suggested  to  him, 
nemeiy,  to  suspend  for  a  month  or  two  ear- 
ring mto  effect  the  scheme  ijrhieh  he  had 
formed  for  extricating  Mr.  Aubrey  from  all 
his  liabilities, — since  the  proceedings  about 
to  be  instituted  in  the  ecclesiastM^  court 
might  possibly  render  unnecessary  the  very 
large  pecuniary  sacrifice  contemplated  by 
his  lordship,  by  disentitling  Mr.  Titmouse 
to  receive  any  part  of  the  demand  he  was 
at  present  enforchig  against  Mr.  Aubrey. 
Hie  lordship  then  gave  a  carte  blanche  to 
Mr.  Runnington,  and  authorized  him  in- 
standy  to  commence,  and  most  vigorously 
proeeeote  every  proceeding  that  might  be 
nec^hsary— -to  spare  no  expense  or  exertion 
-— lo  give  and  take  no  quarter;  for  Lord  de 
la  Zf^h  expressed  the  warmest  indignation 
at  the  whole  conduct  of  Mr.  Gammon,  par- 
ticularly his  presumptuous  advances  to- 
wards Miss  Aubrey,  and  the  audacious 
measures  he  had  resorted  y>  for  the  pm> 
poee  of  securing  her  favour.  His  lordship 
tj^o  felt  in  common  with  the  attorney-gene- 
fil^^and  Mr.  Runnington,  that  Mr.  Gam- 
iiioii%  avowal  to  Miss  Aubrey  of  his  abso- 
Ktte  Control  over  the  eniovment  of  the  Yat* 
too  property,  warranted  the  suspicion  that 

d^rigipoaapwcmdiagM^bcnt  to  bainstip 


tnled  wDold  lead  to  the  most  ie^ortant 
results.  Thus  fortified,  Mr.  Runnington  ioH 
mediately  gave  instructions  to  Mr.  Pounce 
to  proceed ;  and  that  person  at  once  entered 
formally  into  battle  with  his  brdther  proctor, 
Mr.  Quod,  who  was  acting  for  Mr.  Titmouse. 
Supposing  it  to  be  all  a  very  simple,  straightr 
forward  afiair  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Titmouse, 
Mr.  Quod  did  not  give  himself  any  partiouf 
lar  concern  about  the  step  taken  by  Mr. 
Pounce,  and  with  which  he  did  not  aequaint 
Mr.  Gammon,  till  that  gentleman  called  to 
inquire  in  what  state  the  proceedings  were; 
and  when  he  found  the  ground  taken  by  Mr. 
Aubrey,  and  that  it  woald  compel  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse to  prove  over  a^ain  ever^  link  in  the 
chain  which  connected  him  with  the  elder 
-branch  of  the  Auorey  family,  he  was  not  a 
little  agitated,  though  he  made  ajrreat  effort 
to  conceal  it,  while  listening  to  Mr.  Quod's 
account  of  the  process  ali^ut  te  be  com- 
menced. Eadi  party,  it  seemed,  would 
have  to  give  in  to  the  court  *'  ^n  alUga* 
tion,^*  or  statement  of  the  pedigree  he  In- 
tended to  establish,  and  which  would  be 
lodfired  at  the  regristry.  Each  would  then, 
in  due  course,  obtain  a  copy  of  his  oppo- 
nent's allegation,  in  order  to  guide  him  ia 
framing  his  own  proof  and  interrogatories. 
A  ooMMissioir  would  then  be  sent  by  the 
court  into  the  county  where  the  witnesses 
resided,  to  examine  them;  the  examiner 
being  an  officer  of  the  court,  a  proctor ;  and 
representing  the  court  in  the  proceeding. 
This  officer  having;  been  furnished  by  the 
parties  with  a  copy  of  the  two  allegations, 
the  names  of  the  witnesses,  and  the  inter- 
ro^tories,  would  proceed  to  examine  the 
witnesses ;  but  in  a  maimer  ybiy  difiereat 
from  any  adopted  by  the  courts  of  law,  viz. 
one  by  one,  alone,  secretly,  and  in  the  moat 
searching  and  thorough  manner;  and  hav- 
ing griven  hid  or  her  evidence,  the  witness 
would  be  formally  threatened  with  the 
terrors  of  the  ecclesiastical  court,  if  he  or 
she  should  nresume  to  disclose  to  anj  per- 
son, mucb  less  the  parties,  the  evid^aee 
that  had  been  extracted  by  the  examiner. 
When  the  whole  of  the  evidence  had  been 
in  this  mysterious  way  collected,  it  could 
be  lodged  in  the  proper  office  of  the  court ; 
and  till  the  arrival  of  the  proper  time  for 
'*  publication  passing,"  t .  <.,  peiinitting  both 
parties  to  take  copies  of  the  evidenoe-^they 
would  be  in  total  ignorance  as  to  the  exact 
nature  of  the  evidence  wfaicKhad  been  given 
by  even  their  own  witnesses.  Mr  Quod 
added,  that  the  briefs  which  had  been  used 
at  the  trial  of  the  action  of  ejectment,  would 
of  themselves  furnish  almost  the  entire  **  ht 
legationa^''  and  ^pe^^  i%j»^\»Mb<«a^^Kff^^ 
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go  down  beforeh<Aiid  to  the  spot  wli«re  tho 
oommisuon  is  to  be  held  ?** 

**  O,  yes,  both  parti^es,  of  coarse— Pounce 
sod  I  shall  be  both  at  work  down  there, 
rammaging  registers,  records,  churchyards 
—brushing ap  OYery  man,  woman,  and  child 
Uiai*s  got  a  word  to  say  on  the  subject- 
warm  work,  warm  work,  Mr.  Gammon! 
We  sha*nU  leaTe  a  stone  unturned  on  either 
side,"  said  Mr.  Quod,  rubbing  bis  hands, 
with  a  pleased  and  confident  air  that 
strangely  contrasted  with  the  reserred  and 
disconcerted  manner  of  his  companion, 
who,'  in  fact,  had  been  thrown  into  a  cold 
perspiration  by  wha^he  had  heard. 

**  Founce  is  a  keen  hand,  but  I  know  one 
that  is  not  afraid  of  him.  any  day !  But 
Vm  sorry  they've  secured  Dr.  Flare,  I 
own**— 

*'Ah,  well,  that  can't  be  helped  now, 
yon  knowr  Good-day,  Mr.  Quod,**  said 
Gammon,  with  a  sickly  smile ;  ^  I  shall  be 
with  you  about  this  time  to-morrow,  to 
make  arrangements.*'  And  with  this  be 
withdrew.  ^ 

**  Curse  Lady  Stratton — her  will — her 
policy-— every  thing  connected  with  the  old 
creature,"  said  Gammon  to  himself,  vehe- 
mently, as  he  sat  that  evening  alone,  in  his 
chamber,  meditating  upon  this  most  unex- 
pected torn  which  the  thing  had  taken; 
**  nothing  but  vexation,  and  disappointment, 
and  danger^  by  Heaven! — attends  every 
move  I  make  in  her  accursed  aflfairs !  Was 
there  ever  such  a  twist,  for  instance,  as 
this)  Who  could  have  dreamed  of  it! 
What  may  it  not  lead  to?*'  Here  he  got  up 
hastily,  and  walked  for  some  minutes  to 
and  fro.  ^  By  Heavens,  it  won't  do !  We 
must  give  it  up  without  a  contest  Yet 
that*s  throwing  away  a  clear  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds,  too !  And  Titmouse  will  be 
kicking,  too,  at  that !  But  1*11  onickly 
silence  Arm/**  Another  pause.  **Stay — 
stay — that  won*t  do  either !  O,  murder,  no ! 
—not  for  a  moment?  What  will  they  not 
conclude  from  our  sodden  striking?  Of 
oourse,  that  our  case  isretien— that  we  dare 
not  bring  Titmouse*s  pedigree  a^n  into 
the  light;  and,  besides,  by  relinquishing  to 
them  so  large  a  sum,  shall  we  not  be  putting 
weapons  into  their  hands  against  ourselves  ? 
Ay,  to  besure !  So,  by— ,  here  we  are  in 
for  it,  whether  we  will  or  not— and  no  e»- 
cape!'*  The  latter  words  he  uttered  aloud, 
at  the  same  time  snapping  his  fingera  with 
a  desperate  air;  and  then,  throwing  himself 
down  npon  the  sofa,  he  continued  ror  a  long 
fime  in  a  state  of  most  direful  perplexity 
and  alarau    Then  viothor  iiho\L^xcoQi<siTed 

fo  him :  *«  Suppose  that  one  ^«cq  Xa  i0QEcA\\a^Q(iV%\AiS.\ailViivt^  the  Attoimji  Gtm 
Aubrey  or  Runninglon  on\h«k««L\>y«X,«a^\T?\>\^  'ti^  t^ 

teJltliem«iatlha^vi«T«S3^w^'*^^'^^  ^       ^^ — 


to  withdraw  bis  olafan  to  adwiiisiw,  k 
consideration  of  the  monl  certainty.  tiMa 
is  that  Lady  Stratton  intended  ikey  ahodU 
have  her  properiy.  Bah !  tJ^  won't  4i! 
They*d  never  believe  ns!  Bnt  who  tb 
dense  is  finding  the  funds  for  such  a  seiisM 
coDtertMthiH  Runningt«nh««*,A 
got  some  of  Aubrey*8  frieods  to  eooM  foh 
ward  and  make  a  last  expeiuneat  on  \k 
behalf.  But  why  take  this  particskr 
move  ?**  He  drew  a  long  breath,  and  enef 
particle  of  colour  fled  from  his  eiieik. 
**  Alas!  alas!  I  now  see  it  all.  Mist  Ai- 
brey  has  betrayed  me  !  She  has  told  lokr 
brother— to  RunningtOB^-wfaat,  inmyai^ 
ness,  I  mentioned  to  her !  That  expfan 
all.  Yes,  you  beantifbl  fiend,  it  ii  vat 
hand  that  has  commenced  the  work  oi  d^ 
structir  H,  as  you  suppose  T* 

Neither  Lord  de  u  Zo>och  nor  Mr.  Ra» 
nington  saw  any  nepeseity  for  hesitatiBf  n 
apprize  Mr.  Aubrey  of  the  steps  they  m$St 
tated  taking  on  his  behalf  as  soon  as  tkqr 
had  (Some  to  the  determination  above  » 
cited,  and  which,  of  course,  it 
cessary  that  he  shonld  distinctly 
During  the  course,  therefore,  of  the  dav  tte 
that  on  which  their  determination  bad  bM 
taken,  at  Lord  de  la  2joueh*8  desire,  Ml 
Rnnnington  undertook  to  make'the  iispAi^ 
ant  communication  to  Mr.  Aubrey.  F«a 
while  he  seemed  to  stagger  under  Iki 
weight  of  intelligence  of  such  msgnitsdi; 
and  it  was  some  time  before  he  recofcnl 
calmness  of  feeling  sufiicient  to  appremn 
the  nature  and  consequences  of  the  medium 
ed  step,  viz.,  a  direct  and  immediate  attelfl 
to  replace  him  in  the  possession  of  Iki 
estates  from  which  he  had  been  some  tti 
years  before  displaced.  Bnt  all  other  ««► 
siderations  were  speedily  absorbed  in  eai 
which  niost  profoundly  affected  him,  Ihi 
princely  conduct  of  his  fiiend.  Lord  de  h 
Zouch.  Mr.  Aubrey  said  searoe  any  thim 
upon  this  topic  for  some  time;  bet  Ml 
Rnnnington  perceived  how  poweifeUjUi 
feelings  were  excited.  And  will  it  mxttm 
surprise  when  I  say,  that  this  feehK  ^ 
gratitude  towards  the  ersatore-— towanfilbi 
noble  instrument— was  presently  ittdf 
roersed  into  another,^  that  of  gratitoA^  !► 
wards  God,  whose  mysterious  and  luisii 
cent  purpose  coneeming  him  he  CBnr<i 
plated  with  a  holy  awe  1  Mr.  RunaiiglM 
was  himself  greatly  moved  hy  the  %peel^ 
de  before  him  i  but,  deslRms  of  reUevisg 
the  increasing  excitement  nnder  wbieb  Is 
perceived  Mr.  Aubrey  labooring,  he  huStt 
turned  the  conversation  towards  the  prarf 
oal  details,  and  apprized  him  of  the 
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^implod  theviiliie  of  the  adminbk  mug' 

mdoo  upon  which  they  were  acting.  But 
Lord  ie  la  Zooch  bad,  with  a  mogt  delicate 
eontideratioD,  pereroptorilj;  enjoined  Mr. 
Ruimington  not  to  acquaint  Mr.  Aubrey 
with  the  circumstance  either  of  his  lord- 
ship's having  come  over  from  France  solely 


both  of  them,  ^d  was  moie  etpa^allj 
Mr.  Aubrey,  than  when  he  had  last  seen 
them !  And  the  mourning  which  they  wors 
for  Lady  Straiten  made  their  delicate  figures 
appear  slighter  than  even  they  really  were. 
Their  countenances,  also,  bore  the  traces 
of  sonow  and  suffering;  but  the  expretaion 


OD  his  affairs,  or  of  his  meditated  project   was,  if  possible,  lovelier  than  ever.    The 


of  summarily  releasing  Mr.  Aubrey  from  all 
hi%  embarrassments.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Rui^ 
Dington  had  informed  Mr.  Aubrey  that  lie 
would  find  his  lordship  then  at  Dover  street, 
aad  in  readiness  to  receive  him,  that  closed 
their  interview ;  and  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  a  state 
of  extraordinary  exhilaration  of  spirits,  in- 
stantly set  off  to  see  his  munificent  bene- 
factor, and  pour  out  before  him  the  homage 
of  a  long  oppressed  and  grateful  heart. 
After  a  long  interview,  the  character  of 
which  the  r^er  may  easily  imagine.  Lord 
de  la  Zouch  insisted  on  setting  out  for  Vi- 
Tian  street,  for  he  declared  he  could  not  let 
another  hoar  pass  without  seeing  those  in 
whose  welfare  he  felt  so  tender  an  interest: 
iOi  arm  in  ann,  they  walked  towards  Vi- 


fire  and  spirit  of  Kate*s  blue  eyes  was  sub* 
dued  into  an  exquisite  expression  of  se- 
renity and  pensiveness ;  but  on  the  present 
occasion  her .  bosom  was  agitated  by  to 
many  conflicting  feelings,  she  felt  conscious 
that  the  very  sense  of  embarrassment  was  a 
delicious  one,  as  gave  a  surprising  variety 
of  expression  to  her  features.  Lord  de  la 
Zouch*s  heart  melted  within  him,  as  he 
looked  at  them,  and  reflected  on  the  suffer^ 
ings  through  which  they  had  passed,  and 
felt  a  delighted  consciousness  of  the  plea- 
sure which  his  appearance  occs^yoned  that 
virtuous  but  long  oppressed  ana  harassed 
family ;  and  in  the  scene  of  their  gracefiil 
and  honourable  poverty:  and  devout  and 
earnest  were  his  wish  and  his  hope,  that 


vian  street;  and  it  would  have  made  any   Providence  would  be  pleased  to  crown  with 


one's  heart  thrill  with  satisfaction  to  see 
the  brightened  countenance  of  poor  Aubrey, 
as  he  walked  along,  full  of  joyful  excite- 
ment, which  was  visible  even  in  the  elasti- 
city and  vigour  of  his  slep.  It  seemed  as 
though  a  millstone  had  been  taken  from  his 
neck;  for  though  he  was,  indeed,  of  a 
somewhat  sanguine  temperament,  yet  had 
he  not,  in  what  hod  happened,  solid  ground 
to  sustain  the  strongest  and  brightest  hopes  ? 
Whether  he  was  right,  or  whether  he  was 
wrong,  still  he  entertained  a  confidence 
that  it  was  God's  good  providence  to  which 
lis  was  indebted  for  what  Had  happened ; 
and  that  He  would  bring  it  to  a  successful 
Issne. 

They  agreed  together,  as  they  neared 
Vivian  street,  to  be  ^ided  by  circum- 
stances, in  communicating  or  withholding 
information  of  the  glorious  interference  in 
their  favour  which  was  at  that  moment  in 
active  operation.  Mr.  Aubrey's  knock — so 
Tastly  snarper  and  more  energetic  than  was 


success  his  interference  in  their  behalf. 
His  lordship  would  not  be  denied  on  one 
matter,  upon  which  he  declared  that  he  had 
made  up  his  mind,  that  they  should  all  of 
them  return  with  him  to  dinner  in  Dover 
street;  and,  to  be  sure,  the  sight  of  his.car- 
riage,  which  he  had  ordered  to  follow  him 
wiuiin  an  hour's  time,  gave  them  to  under- 
stand that  he  really  was  in  earnest ;  and  they 
both  hastened  up  to  dress,  O,  with  what 
bounding  hearts,  and  elastic  steps !  Lord 
de  la  Zouch  felt,  as  they  all  sat  together  in 
his  carriage,  as  though  he  were  a  fond  fa- 
ther restored  to  the  presence  of  long  afflict- 
ed children;  and  his  courtesy  was  touched 
with  an  exquisite  tenderness.  When  they 
entered  the  spacious  and  lofly  drawing-* 
rooms,  which,  though  then  wearing  the 
deserted  appearance  incident  to  the  season, 
reminded  them  of  many  former  hours  of 
splendid  enjoyment,  thev  felt  a  flutter  of 
spirits,  which  it  required  a  little  effort  to 
overcome.    The    drawing-room    and    the 


his  wont— brought  two  fair  faces  to  the  dining-room  struck  them  as  quite  prodigi- 
window  in  a  trice,  and  faces  pale  with  ap-  j  ous,  irom  their  contrast  lo  the  little  rooms 
prehension ;  but  who  shall  tell  the  agitation  t  to  which  they  had  been  so  long  accustomed 
they  experienced  on  seeing  Lord  de  la|in  Vivian  street:  and  several  other  little 
Zouch  and  Mr.  Aubrey  1     'Twas  an  affect-   incidents  revived  recollections  and  associa- 


ing  interview ;  here  was  their  princely  de- 
liverer, the  very  soul  of  delicacy  and  gene- 
rosity ;  for  as  such,  indeed,  they  regarded 
him,  though  as  yet  ignorant  of  his  last 
noble  act  of  munificence !  His  lordship's 
quick  and  affectionate  eye  detected,  with 


tions  of  a  painfully  interesting  nature :  but 
as  their  spirits  grew  more  exhilarated,  they 
felt  a  sense  of  real  enjoyment  to  wl)ich  an 
of  them  had  long  been  strangers.  One  or 
two  sly  allusions  made  by  h^s  lordship  to 
the  probable  future  occupants  of  the  hoosst 


much  pain,  on  first  seeing  them,  the  ravages  ]  and  the  more  modem  air  the^  cni^^^Vncfti^ 
of  the  cankering  anxiety  which  had  been^pciVia^^  \o  ^n«  \\^>>\q\x^^\  ^Vcv^^^ 
ppUmg  their  lot;  how  much  thinnsv  w««*b\ocy<\  VnXo  m\aa  KxAi^^^%  ^s^  ^^^msm^*^^ 


^ 
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^er  had  mantled  there!  When  they  had 
fetufned  home,  it  was  impossible  to  tliink 
of  6«(/,  all  of  them  had  so  much  to  say,  and 
were  in  so  joyous  an  excitement;  and  be- 
fore they  had  parted  for  the  ni^ht,  Aubrey, 
miable  any  longer  to  keep  to  hifnself  the 
true  source  of  his  enjoyment,  electrified 
them  by  a  frank  and  full  disclosure  of  the 
great  event  of  the  day  ! 
-  A  day  or  two  afterwards.  Lord  de  la 
Zouch,  haTingr  accomplished  his  benevolent 
purposes,  returned  to  the  Continent,  havingr 
pledored  Mr.  Aubrey  to  communicate  with 
him  frequently,  and  particularly  with  refer- 
ence to  the  progress  of  the  important  pro- 
ceedinors  which  he  had  caused  to  be  set  on 
foot.  The  splendid  chance  which  how  ex- 
isted of  retrievinjT  his  former  position,  was 
not  allowed  by  Mr.  Aubrey  to  interfere  with 
his  close  attention  to  his  professional  studies, 
to  which  \^  mipfht  yet  have  to  look  for  the 
only  source  of  his  future  subsistence ;  and 


Dreddlington,  and  the  antiiiiely  tefliy 
Lady  Cecilia.    The  Aubreys  had  OQfliif 
intimation'of  those  events  bat  sueh  at  ih^ 
derived  fronv  th*  public  papers,  from  wUch 
it  appeared  that  his  loruship^s  iUaen  M 
occasioned  the  fright  inrhich  had  eiiMii 
so  sad  a  catastrophe  with  Lady  Ceciha; 
and  that  bis  lordship^a  illness  had  oci» 
nated  in  agitation  and  distress  oceasioDed Ij 
the  failure  of  extensive  mercantile  w^eGt 
Idlions  into  which  he  had  allowed  hiaisiif 
to  be  betrayed  by  deai^ing*  persons,   h 
passing  down  Park  Lane,  Mr.  and  Mri.  At- 
brey,  and  Kate,  saw  a  hatchment  suspfHl- 
ed  from  the  honse  of  Mr.  Titmouse;  sad, 
some  short  time  aflerwards«  they  saw  tfail 
gentleman  himself,  in  the  park,  drivio^  t 
beautiful  dark  blue  cab,  his  tiger  and  he 
both  in  mourning.     Black  grreatly  channH 
most  people^s  appearance ;  bul  it  eff«^ 
a  peculiar  change  in    Mr.  Titmouse;  ik 
fact    being    that,    desirous    of   exbibitiBg 


he  continued  his  attendance  at  Mr.  Man*-;  even  extra  marks  of  re?pect  for  the 
field's  chambers  with  exemplary  punctual-'  ,mory  of  the  deceased.  Lady  Cecilia,  W 
ity  and  energy.  It  was  not  long  after  Lord,  had  put  his  sandy  mustaches  and  impeiif 
de  la  Zouch^s  return  to  the  Continent,  that  into  mourning,  by  carefully  dressing  tka 
the  melancholy  events  occurred  which  have  with  Indian  ink,  which  gave  a  very  toufi* 
been  narrated  m  the  present  part  of  this  his-  ing  and  peniiive  character  to  bis  i» 
tory->-I  mean  the  serious  illness  of  Lord^  tures. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


Whili  Mr.  Pounce  and  Mr.  Quod,  after 
their  own  quaint  fashion,  are  doing  decisive 
battle  with  each  other,  as  it  were,  in  a  re- 
mote corner  of  the  field  of  action ;  w^hile, 
to  change  the  figure,  Mr.  Titmouse's  pedi- 
gree is  being  subjected  to  the  gloomy,  silent, 
and.mysterious  inquisition  of  die  Ecclesias- 
tical Court,  let  us  turn  for  a  moment  to  con- 
template a  pitiable  figure,  a  victim  of  the 
infernal  machinations  of  Mr.  Grammon — I 
mean  the  poor  old  Earl  of  Dreddlington. 
He  was  yet,  a  month  after  the  death  of  his 
unhappy  daughter.  Lady  Cecilia,  stagger- 
ing under  the  awful  shock  which  he  had 
experienced.  Before  he  had  been  in  any 
degree  restored  to  consciousness,  she  had 
l»een  biiried  for  nearly  three  weeks;  and. 
the  earliest  notification  to  him  of  the  melan- 
cjioly  occurrence,  was  l\Ae  Acvip  tuomtww^ 


as  to  the  cause  of  her  death,  he  could  f* 
no  other  account  of  it,  either  from  Mm 
Macspleuchan,  his  physicians,  or  the  Dib 
of  TantaUan,  than  that  it  was  occasiowd 
by  the  shock  of  suddenly  seeing  his  lonJ- 
ship  brought  home  seriously  ill,  she  bei«, 
moreover,  in  a  very  critical  state  of  heiltk 
When,  at  length,  he  pressed  Miss  M** 
spleuciian  upon  the  matter,  and  challen^ 
her  as  to  the  real  cause  of  what  had  trap 
nened,  viz.,  the  bli^ting  discovery  of  Mr. 
Titmouse's  illegitimacy;  she  resoloirfy 
maintained  that  he  was  labourincr  altoge- 
ther under  a  delusion,  indeed  a  doDUe 
delusion ;  first,  as  to  his  imaginary  cos* 
versation  with  Mr.  Gammon,  and,  secoadly, 
as  to  his  supposed  eommunicatien  of  it  to 
Lady  Cecilial  Her  heart  was  smittra. 
however,  by  the  steadfast  look  of  moujM 


habilimenU  of  Miss   Haca^\c\ic\v^,  >«i\voV\Tv^\t\v\\\:^  yvjcv  n»V\<;.\v  the  eaij  regiHii 
scarcely  ever  nutlXed  \\\s  WAsVA^.    '^V^tvAV^t  ^x^ttv  <\m^  Vx  >oxcv^.\  -w^.^^-^iev'w.  " 
in  a  feeble  .md  tremuloua  voxce^YieVii^xiu^^N^V^  xc^t«w»ti«\  V««fc\V  \v.  • 
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4llf 


Aaild  sIm  WW  pitcdrng  opcm  tli«  detohte 
SBd  bToken-hearted  old  man.  The  duke, 
howerer,  seconded  bj  the  physician,  was 
perattiptory  on  the  point,  belieTin^  that 
•therwiae  the  earl's  reoovery  was  impos- 
sible: and  as  his  grace  invariably  joined 
Miss  Macsplenchan  in  scouting  the  meie 
mention  of  the  matter  as  but  the  figment  of 
a  diaordefed  brain,  the  earl  was  at  length 
siienoed,  if  not  convinced.  He  peremptori- 
ly prohibited  Mr.  Titmouse,  howeret,  firom 
entering  his  house,  much  more  from  appear- 
ing in  his  presence;  and  there  was  little 
diffioulty  in  eausing  him  to  am>^  satisfied 
that  the  sole  cause  of  his  exclusion  was  his 
crneltjand  profligacy  towards  the  late  Lady 
Geeilia :  whereas,  with  a  sickening  inward 
shudder,  he  was  apprized  of  the  real  reason 
by  Mr.  Gammon.  Very  shortly  after  the 
earl's  illness,  the  Duke  of  Tantallan  had 
SfMit  for  Mr,  Titmouse  to  interrogate  him 
upon  the  subject  of  his  lordship's  represent- 
aliaBs;  but  Mr.  Gammon  had  been  before- 
hand with  the  duke,  and  thoroughly  tutored 
Titmouse,  dull  and  weak  though  he  was, 
in  th0  part  he  was  to  play,  and  which  Mr. 
Gammon  made  as  easy  to  him  as  possible. 
He  started  with  well-feigned  astonishment, 
indignation,  and  disgust,  as  soon  as  the 
duke  had  mentioned  th^  matter,  and  said 
vtery  IHtle,  ^sach  were  Gammon's  peremp- 
tary  injancuons,)  and  that  little  only  in  ex-' 
piBBston  of  amazement,  that  any  one  could 
attach  the  hlightest  importance  to  the  mere 
wnnderings  of  a  disordered  brain.  'TWas 
certainly  a  ticklish  matter,  the  duke  felt,  to 
preno  too  far,  or  to  think  of  intrusting  it  to 
third  parties*  His  grace  very  naturally 
ooneluded,  that  what  bis  own  superior  tact 
and  activity  had  failed  in  eliciting,  could 
be  detected  by  no  one  else.  He  frequently 
pveaoed  Mr.  Gammon,  however,  upon  the 
subject;  but  that  gentleman  maintained  the 
same  calm  front  he  had  exhibited  when 
first  challenged  upon  the  subject;  givino^ 
the  same  account  of  all  he  knew  of  Tit- 
noose's  pedigree,  and  clenching  the  matter 
by  sending  to  his  grace  a  copy  of  the  brief, 
and  ef  the  short-hand  writer's  notes  of  the- 
trial,  challenging,  at  the  same  time,  the 
most  rigorous  investigation  into  the  matter. 
It  was  very  natural  for  the  duke,  under 
these  eireumstancee,  to  yield  at  length,  and 
feel  satisfied  that  the  whole  affair  rested  on 
no  other  basis  than  the  distempered  brain 
of  bis  suflering  kinlman.  Nothing  shook 
htm  more,  however,  than  the  sight  of  Tit- 
mouse :  for  he  looked,  verily,  one  whom  it 
was  exeee^gly  difficult  to  suppose  pos- 
sessed of  one  drop  of  aristocratic  blood  I — 
Misn  Macspleuchan,  a  woman  of  superior 
aentsness,  was  iniimtely  more  difficult  to 
mthfjr  upon  the  pubfeei  than  the  -dgke; 


and  though  she  und  little,  her  manner 
showed  that  she  was  satisfied  cf  the  exist* 
eace  of  some  dreadful  mystery  or  other, 
connected  with  Mr.  Titmouse,  of  which 
Mr.  Gammon  was  master,  and  the  prema- 
ture discovery  of  which  had  produced  the 
deplorable  effects  upon  the  earl  under 
which  he  was  at  that  moment  suflfering. 
The  earl,  when  alone  with  her,  and  uncon^ 
scions  of  her  presence,  talked  to  himself 
constantly  in  the  same  strain;  and  when' 
conversing  with  her,  ir  his  intervals  of 
consciousness,  repeated  over  and  over  again, 
without  the  slightest  variation,  facts  which 
seemed  as  it  were  to  have  been  burned  in 
upon  his  brain.  Miss  Macspleuchan  had, 
to  conceal  nothing  from  the  reader,  begun 
to  cherish  very  warm  feelings  of  personal 
attachment  to  Mr.  Gammon;  whose  strik- 
ing person,  fascinating  conversation,  and 
flattering  attention  to  herself,  a  thing  quite 
unusual  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  earl's 
visiters,  were  well  calculated  to  conduce  to 
such  a  result.  But  from  the  moment  of 
Lord  Dreddlington's  having  made  the  state- 
ment which  bad  been  attended  by  such 
dreadful  consequences,  her  feelings  towards 
Mr.  Gammon  nad  })een  completely  chilled 
and  alienated.  Her  demeanoiir,' on  the  few- 
occasions  of  their  meeting,  was  constrained 
and  distant ;  her  ceuntmiance  clouded  with 
suspicion,  her  manners  frozen  with  reserve 
and  hauteur. 

Mr.  Gammon's  first  interview  with  the 
e^rl,  after  his  illness  and  bereavement,  had 
become  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity,  and 
was  at  his  lordship's  instance;  his  wishes 
being  conveyed  through  the  Duke  of  Tan- 
tallan, who  had  tntiihated  to  him  that  it  was 
indeed  indispensable,  if  only  to  settle  some 
matters  of  business,  of  pressing  exigency, 
connected  with  the  failure  of  the  Artificial 
Rain  Company.  The  duke  was  \iith  his 
noble  kinsman  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Gammon's 
callinjT,  having  intended  to  be  present  at  the 
interview.  They  awaited  his  arrival  in  the 
earl's  library.  It  is  very  difficult  to  describe 
tlie  feelings  with  which  Mr.  Gammon  an- 
ticipated and  prepared  for  the  appointed 
interview  with  the  man  on  whom  he  had 
inflicted  such  frightful  evil,  towards  whom 
he  felt  that  he  had  acted  the  part  of  a  fiend. 
How  had  he  dealt  with  the  absolute  and 
unrestrainod  confidence  whieh  the  earl  had 
reposed  in  him !  The  main  prop  and  pillar 
of  the  earl's  existence,  family  pride,  he. 
Gammon,  had  snapped  asunder  beneatli 
him ;  and  as  for  fortune,  Gammon  knew 
that  the  earl  was  absolutely  ruined.  Nnt« 
however,  that  Gammon  really  felt  any  com- 
miseration for  Kvft  NVcXV^cvx  V\A  "Kwti^  ^"^v 
\  oii\y  aa  io  \vow  \ifj  %Vo\x\4  <hT\iv«^Nfc  V\ss«^«.  ^ 
\  {torn  Viab\\Y\^  \v.  T^^e^X  ^^  ^N-     Ksw^^^^^  '  ■ 
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**Yoa  eumot  but  be  awtn,  Mc 
man,  of  the  8ab|eei  to  which  mj  IM 
Dreddiingfton  is  aUiidiiig«**  said  the  daki^ 
in  a  low  tone. 

''Oh  r  exclaimed  Gammiiii,  widitrii|)i 
shrug  of  his  shonldera,  and  a  sigh,  **i i» 


dera^tfid  that  jfour  lofdabip  is  ulndiBr  H 

^poss  M 


yea,"  gaspad  ths  csd, 


some  conTenation  which  yoo  sapi 

passed  between  \ 

mouse.*' 

''Sir,  sir,  jes! 
gasiiur  at  him  intently. 

"  Well,  ray  lord,  I  faaTB  heard  that  701 
suppose  I  told  your  lordship  that  hs  an 

"Ay,**  said  the  earl,  with  tnomloai  e» 


not  eaose  for  shuddering  in  approichinffi     **  h  U  huei  mr  P*     , 

the  earl  on  that  occasion,  to  be  interrogated   gelher  disregMing  GrammooTs  atlai^  m 

concerning  Titmouse,  to  look  the  eiui  in 

the  ^ccand  deny  what  had  passed  between 

them ;  and  that,  too,  when  the  rigid  iuTes- 

^gation  was  pending  which  might  within  a 

tew  short  weeks  convict  and  expose  him  to 

the  scorn,  the  indignation  of  society,  as  a 

monster  of  fraud  and  falsehood  1 

The  earl  sat  in  his  library,  dressed  in 
d^ep  black,  which  hung  upon  his  shrunk, 
attenuated  figure,  as  upon  an  old  skeleton. 
He  looked  twenty  years  older  then  he  had 
8ppeare4  two  short  months  ago.  His  hair, 
white  afb  snow,  his  pallid,  emaciated  cheek, 
his  weak  and  wandering  eye,  and  a  slight 
tremulous  motion  about  his  head  and  shoul- 
der, all  showed  the  mere  wreck  of  a  man 
that  he  had  become,  and  would  have  shock- 
ed and  subdued  the  feelings  of  any  beholder. 
What  a  contrast  he  presented  to  the  portly 
and  commanding  figure  of  the  Duke  ol  Tan- 
tallan,  who  sat  beside  him,  with  a  brow 
,  clouded  bv  anxiety  and  apprehension !  At 
length,  "  Mr.  Gammon,  my  lord,**  said  the 
servant,  in  a  low  tone,  after  gently  opening 
the4oor. 

"Show  him  in,*'  sai4  Uie  duke,  rather 
nervously,  adding  to  the  earl,  in  a  hurried 
whispor,  "  now  be  calm,  my  dear^  Dred- 
dlipgton,  be  calm,  it  will  be  over  in  a  few 
minutes*  time.**  The  earl's  lips  ouivered 
a  little,  his  thin  white  hands  trembled,  and 
his  eyes  were  directed  to  the  door  with  a 
look  of  most  mournful  apprehension,  as  the 
fiend  entered.  Mr.  Gammon  was  pale,  and 
evidently  nervous  and  excited ;  but  his  ha- 
bitual self-command  would  have  concealed 
it  from  any  but  a  practised  observed.  What 
a  glance  was  that  with  which  he  first  saw 
tlie  earl !  "  It  gives  me  deep  concern,  my 
lord,**  said  he,  m  a  low  tone,  slowly  ad- 
vancing, with  an  air  of  profound  deference 
and  sympathy,  "  to  se^  tnat  you  liave  been 
so  great  a  sufferer  !** 

"Will  you  take  a  chair,  sirT**  said  the 
duke,  pointing  to  one  which  tlie  servant  had 
brought  for  him,  and  in  which  Gammon  sat 
down,  with  a  courteous  inclination  towards 
the  duke ;  and  observing  that  Lord  Dredd- 
Un^ton*8  face  had  become  suddenly  flushed^ 
while  his  lips  moved  as  if  he  were  speak- 
ing, "  You  see,**  said  his  grace,  "that  my 
Lord  Dreddlington  is  but  slowly  recover- 
ing !**  Gaomion  sighed,  and  gazed  at  the 
ean  with  an  expression  of  infinite  concern. 

"  Is  it  true,  sirl**  inquired  the  earl,  after 

moment's  interval  of  silence,  evidently 


Oh,  my  lord,  yoa  are  really  laho8iii| 
under  as  complete  a  d^nsion  as  em? 
commenced  Gammon,  with  a  niinlisAdy 
smile. 

"  Sir— Mr.  Ganunoii,  do  yoa  beliefs  Ihtf 
there  is  no  GodI  that  Ha  does  not  kmt 
the-^e— **  intermpted  the  earl,  batessfli^ 
apparently  overpowered  by  his  mni^^"^ 
Gammon  looked  in  appealing  sileaes  stiki 
duke. 

"  What  makes  yoa  imagine,  sir,  ibl  I 
am  bereft  of  reason  and  meoiory  ?**  pressi^ 
ly  inquired  the  earl,  with  a  strength  if 
voice  and  manner  which  alarmed 'GasHOk 

"  I  cannot  aocoant,  my  lord,  for  ths  » 
traordinanr  hallncinatioo  which  soomi*— 

"And  I  suppose,  sir,  I  am  also  iaad^ 
lusion  concerning  the  rent-charge  for  tm 
thousand  a  year,  which  yoa  have  got  si 
the  Yatton  pro—" 

"  Oh,  panion,  pardon  me,  my  lord !  Al 
pure,  absolute  delusion  !*'  interrupted  Gm- 
mon,  with  a  confident  amile,  a  look,  wi  a 
tone  of  voice,  that  would  have  staggsii 
the  most  incredulous. 

The  earl  raised  his  thin,  white,  troshliv 
hand,  and  pressed  it  againat  Ida  funihMs 
for  a  moment;  and  then  8aid,^tomiiftsthi 
duke,  "  He  would  deny  thai  he  is  nov  is 
our  presence  !** 

"My  dear  JXreddlington,  don*t,fbr  Gs^ 

sake,  excite  yourself,*^  said  the  daks,  as^ 

iousty ;  adding,  after  a  pause, "  I  am  se  pa^ 

suaded,  as  I  am  of  niy  existeiite,  thatyssHi 

under  a  complete  deldston !    Recollest  yea 

serious  illness;  every  4ne  Is  sabjeettsl^ 

lusions  of  some  soft  or  other  whsa  ht^ 

a  moment's  interval  of  silence,  evidently  been  so  ill  as  yoa  have  !** 

with  a  desperate  effort    Gammon  felt  both       "Oh, Tantallan !  Tsntallaa Jlkapliad  Ai 

of  his  companions  eyeVna  VAm  vntently^  as  I  earl,  moimiAiIly  shaking  his  Mu,  "I  nkt 

he  answered,  calmly,  "iaaa\  ^ow\oi^%\a^Y*q^  v^  ^M«ia  Viaw  ihia  manis  Ijipf^ 

of  course  ailudet  to  thav  xud^v^vI  ^o^\^^  ^x^ia  ^^^wi««Sr^as8a^^  v. 

IMUIT.*'  ^  ^  " 
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hi&  had  gone  mAMij  ptlo,  «m1  was  in  the 
tet  of  minff  from  hb  enair. 

**  Pray*  Mr.  Gammon,**  eommenoed  the 
duke,  imploringly. 

^'I  can  make  very  ^leat  allowanee,  I  aa- 
•oie  TOur  grace,  for  hia  lordahip*8  aitnation ; 
hat  there  are  boanda  which  I  will  allow  no 
man  living  to  overatep  with  impunity/'  aaid 
Gammon,  calmly,  but  reaolutely ;  overjoyed 
at  obtaining  auch  a  pretext  for  abruptly  ter^ 
minatmgr  the  embarraasing  interview,  **  and 
onleaa  hia  lordahip  chooeea  inatantly  to  re- 
tract what  he  baa  aaid,  and  apologize  for  it, 
I  wiU  never  enter  hia  preaence  again !" 

**  O,  he  had  better  go  !'*  aaid  the  earl. 


feebly,    addreasinff   the   duke,   evidently   great  depth  indeed  before  they  come  to  the 
averting  hia  face  from  Gunmen  with  dia-i  copper."    The  duke  looked  puazled,  but 


gust  and  horror. 

**  Mr.  Gammon,  jfray^  reaume  your  aeat,** 
aaid  the  duke,  aignificantly  ;  **  I  will  ynder^ 
Cake  to  warrant  you  in  regarding  the  woida 
as  not  having  been  apoken.*' 

^I  thank  your  ffrace,**  rq)lied  Gammon, 
determinately,  **  F reouire  an  explicit  letrao- 
iatlon.  I  entertain  a  aeep  deference  towarda 
your  grace,  but  am  alao  aware  of  what  ia 
due  to  myaelf.  My  lord,"  he  added,  aa  if 
at  a  audden  impulae,  addreaainff  the  eavl, 
**  do  permit  me  to  requeat  vour  lordahip  to 

withdraw  and  apologise  for" But  the 

eaCrl  turned  hia  iace  aside,  and  extended  his 
hand  towarda  Gammon,  feebly  motioning 
him  away ;  on  which,  with  a  low  bow  to 
the  Duke  of  Tantallan,  Gammon  took  his 
hat  aad  moved  towarda  the  door. 

**  Sir^— Mr.  Gammon,  you  muH  not  go," 
aaid  the  duke,  earnestly;  '*you  are  here  on 
boaineaa  of  preaaing  importance,  all  ihu 
muat  paaa  away  and  he  forgotten." 

**  s  our  grace  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
attend  at  any  time,  and  anywhere ;  but  this 
room  I  quit  instantly." 

«*Then,  air,  have  the  ffoodness  to  walk 
into  the  next  room,"  aaid  the  duke,  aome- 
what  imperiously,  **  and  I  will  come  to  you 
preaently."  Mr.  Grammon  bowed,  and  with- 
drew. 

**  O  God !  how  atroctous  ia  the  conduct 
of  that  man !"  aaid  the  earl,  when  they 
were  left  alone. 

**  Really,  Dreddlington,  you  muat  get  rid 
of  theae — ^theae— absurd  notions." 

^*  Let  me  never  see  hia  &ce  again  !*'  re- 
plied the  earl,  feebly.  **  I  have  but  a  short 
time  to  live,  and  that  time  the  eight  of  Atm, 
I  feel,  makes  still  8h6rter!"  The  duke  look- 
ed both  vexed  and  embarraased. 

**  Come,  come,  now  he*s  here,  and  on  a 
▼ery  iitipertant  errand;  let  ua  have  done 
Wf&  him.  Let  us  have  him  back,  and  Til 
tell  him  you  withdraw"——— 

"Withdraw?  He  is  withdrawn,"  said 
'be  ear^  otmfuwedlym 

«T 


"What  d*ya  mean,  ray  dear  Dnddlk^ 
tont  I  aay,  let  me  tell  him" 

"  I  mean,  it  was  at  hia  chambers,  ia  Hoi* 
bom,  I  pledge  my  Imnour,  I  recollect  it  aa 
if  it  were  yeater*'— 

"  Pho,  pho !"  cried  the  duke,  rather  im- 
patiently, "  it  muat  be  done !  He's  come 
on  mattera  of  the  very  laat  importance,  the 
thing*a  been  put  off  to  the  very  lateat  mo- 
ment on  vour  account;  that  cursed  com- 
pany!" The  earl  looked  up  at  hia  eom- 
pamon,  and  a  faint  smile  flitted  over  his 
wasted  featurea. 

"Ah,  I'm  now  aatiafied,"  aaid  he,  ahak- 
ing  his  head,  "  that  they  must  aig  a  very 


aaid,  hastily,  "That'a  right !  Til  have  him 
back,  and  you'll  allow  me  to  aay  it'a  ail  a 
miatake?" 

"  Certainly,  I  am  aatisfied  of  it." 

"Tliat  will  do,  my  dear  Dreddlington, 
that'a  the  way  such  nonsense  should  be  put 
an  end  to,"  said  the  duke,  and,  ringing  the 
bell,  ordered  the  servant  to  reouest  Mr. 
Gammon  to  return.  Ailer  a  brier  interval, 
that  gentleman  re-entered  the  library,  but 
with  aome  atemneas  and  reluctance  of 
manner. 

"  Mr.  Gammon,"  replied  the  duke,  a  little 
quickly,  "my  Locd  Dreddlington.  owna  he 
waa  miataken— he,  .of  course,  withdrawa 
the  expression ;  so  we  had  better  at  once  to 
buainess"—  * 

"Ay,  certainly!  certainly!  Have  you 
the  papera  with  you,  Mr.  Gammon  1"  in- 
quired the  earl,  while  his  trembling  Angers 
were  on  his  gold  spectacles.  Mr.  Gammon 
bowed  rather  haughtily,  and,  resuming  the 
chair  he  had  quitted,  drew  it  to  the  tabic, 
and  opened  a  little  packet  of  papers. 

"  It  was  a  ridiculous  affair,  I  am  afraid* 
air,"  said  the  earl,  addreaaing  Mr.  Gam- 
mon, who  felt  a  little  surprised  at  the  alter- 
ed look  and  tone  of  the  earl. 

"  I  fear  it  waa  extremely  unfortunate^  my 
lord,  in  ita  issue,"  he  replied,  gravely,  ar- 
ranging his  papers. 

"The  thing  did  not  look  so  absurd  at 
flrstr  Tantallan,  I  assure  you !"  said  the 
earl,  addressing  the  duke,  who  waa  eyeing 
Mr.  Gammon's  movements  with  much  anx- 
iety ;  for  he  had  come  prepared  to  atate  the 
final  result  of  long  negotiations  between  the 
creditors  and  the  directors  and  shareholders 
of  the  Artificial  Rain  Company. 

"These  thin^  never  do,  at  first,"  hia 
grace  replied,  with  a  sort  of  sigh. 

"  Just  show  us,  Mr.  Gammon,  if  you 
please,  the  diagrama  and  the  sections  of  the 

strata" 

.     "TVie  v)hal  T''  *\w^v«!^  \»fc  ^n5«a>  xjw^ 
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Gammon,  and  for  a  moment  ceised  arrang- 
ing his  papers.  Both  tbe  duke  and  he 
turned  ]  ale,  and  gazed  in  silent  dianay  at 
their  companion.  Gammon  felt  moOienta* 
rily  sick  at  heart.  It  was  evident  that 
Lord  Dreddlington's  mind  had  gently  given 
way.  There  ¥ras  a  smile  of  indescribable 
weakn388  flickering  about  the  raoulh ;  the 
eyes  "were  unsteady ;  all  sternness  had  ts* 
nished  from  his  brow;  and  his  manner  was 
calm,  with  even  an  approach  towards  cheer- 
fulness. Gammon  glanced  with  horror  at 
the  duke,  who,  without  removing  his  eyes 
from  Loul  Dreddlington,  unconsciously  ex- 
claimed, "  O  my  God !" 

"  Is  it  your  lordship's  pleasure"— fal- 
tered Gammon,lii8  hands  trembling  visibly. 

•*  You  are  right,  Tantallan,"  said  Lord 
DreddUngton,  as  if  suddenly  struck  by  the 
peculiar  look  with  which  the  duke  con- 
tinued to  regard  him.  ^Y<>u  shall  hear 
all ;  but  we  must  bo  alone.  Sir,  you  may 
retire,  and  be  in  attendance  another  day, 
he  added,  abruptly,  addressing  Gammon 
with  all  his  former  stateliness  of  manner, 
but  with  a  feeble  voice.  Mr.  Gammon, 
very  greatly'  agitated,  hastily  put  together 
the  documents  he  had  partially  arranged  on 
the  table,  and,  with  a  profound  bow,  with- 
drew. 

*•  At  nine  this  evening,  in  Portman 
Square,  sir,  if  you  please,"  said  the  duke, 
in  an  agitated  manner. 

**  1  will  attend  your  gface,"  said  Gam- 
mon, and  with  not  a  little  trepidation  closed 
the  door  after  him ;  on  whicfi  the  earl  pro- 
ceeded, in  a  very  anxious  manner,  to  inti- 
mate tiie  existence  of  a  conspiracy  on  the 
part  of  the  lOarl  of  Fitzclaret  and  others,  to 
prevent  his,  Lord  Dreddlington'Sf  obtaining 
a  marquisate,  on  the  OTOund  that  he  had 
been  connected  with  Sir  Sharper  Bubble  in 
a  swindling  company ;  and  his  lordship  had 
good  grounds  for  believing  that  "Sh,  Gam- 
mon was  secretly  lending  his  assistance  to 
the  undertaking,  and  his  coming  there  that 
morning  with  the  papers  relating  to  the  in- 
tended purchase  of  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  was 
in  furtherance  of  his  treacherous  objects ! 
The  duke  listened  in  silent  dismay  to  this 
rambling  account  of  the  iiqaginary  conspi- 
racy, and  had  just  determined  upon  quietly 
sending  for  Miss  Macspleuchan,  when  the 
earl  abruptly  paused,  and  after  a  confused 
stare  at  his  companion,  pressed  his  hand  to 
his  forehead,  and  said,  with  hesitation  and 
embarrasment,  "Pray,  Tantallan,  don't 
think  any  thinr  more  about  what  I  h^tve 
been  saying!  1 — I  feel  that  I  have  bean 
talking  nonsense,  incoherently.  Surely,  it 
must  have  struck  uoua^l  \S\x,Tasi\2\\wiV 


ieg;ai4od  lus  oompmBion,  tlAt  tlw  diAaft 
a  moment  could  not  reply  to  kis.  At 
leligthf '^  My  dear  Dxeddlington,"  salk, 
gently  grasping  his  hand,  **•  you  sre,  « 
present,  only  a  little  exeited,  you  will  am 
recover  yourself.  I^bX  us  ask  Miss  Ma^^ 
snlenchan  to  }oin  ns,  aa  ahe  is  sittisf  »I! 
alone  up-stairs." 

^*  Not  just  now,  Tantallan ;  I  feel  I  havi 
wandered  a  little,  but  all  is  now  right  aeaii. 
He  is  ^one,  is  hat"  The  duke  no£lei 
*^Tbe  sight  of  thai  man  was  at  first  t«t 
much  for  me ;  I  felt  oppressed  and  coafosad, 
but  I  thought  it  right  to  struggle  agaiai( 
it !  He  denied  it  all !  Is  not  that  eoos^ 
to  drive  a  man  out  of  his  aeoaes  1'^ 

*'My  dear  DreddUngton,  we  abatl  get 
wrong  again,  let  us  quit  the  subject,"  mi 
the  duke,  anxioualy. 

^  No,"  replied  theear),languidIy,^ioiiit 
fear  me ;  I  feel  quite  myself  again !  Icanoilj 
repeat  to  you,  that  that  noian's  coming 

tion  with  nse  about-— aboat" he  sbmUo- 

ed,  *^  as  certainly  happened,  as  the  hesTCfli 
are  above  us !"  The  earl  had  really,  itaB 
events,  for  the  present,  recovered'  fron  ik 
tempolrary  confusion  into  which  his  thotgks 
had  fiallen;  and  proceeded,  with  as  ind 
ener^  as  his  shattered  condition  wobU 
admit  of,  to  give  the  duke,  as  he  had  o6b 
done  before,  a  distinct  and  consistett » 
count  of  all  that  had  taken  plaee  at  Ml 
Gammon's  charabi^rs:  and  as  heweotei. 
it  all  of  a  sudden  oecurred  to  his  grace,  fff 
the  firs^  time,  how  improbable  is  U  ibii 
Lord  DreddUngton  should  have  itmttikii 
scene,  which  he  has  uniformly  descnbed  ii 
almost  the  same  words  T  What  bat  trai 
and  reality  could  enable  him  to  preaent 
such  a  consistency  in  a  scene  desciM 
with  such  a  minute  circumstaaiiakty! 
Having  once  looked  at  the  matter  is  tkii 
new  light,  every  succeeding  momeitf  nv 
him  more  and  more  satisfied  that  such  vs 
the  true  view  of  it ;  and  before  ht  hi 
quitted  bis  unfortunate  kinsman,  he  hd 
pretty  nearly  convinced  himself  of  tto* 
things ;  first,  that  Mr.  Titmouse  vai  i 
hideous,  little,  base-bom  miscieaat  mi 
impostor;  secondly,  that  IVIr.  GanuDOB 
must  be  the  proioundeet  scoundrel  ii*- 
ing;  and,  lastly,  that  it  was  very  tir^ 
that  he,  the  duke,  had  been  so  long  is  a^ 
riving  at  such  a  conclusion.  But,  tlMB,it 
subsequently  oecurred  to  the  sagadoosMt, 
how  was  be  to  act?  What  positioavtf 
he  to  assume  with  Mr.  Gammon,  wImb  hi 
came  in  the  evening,  in  obedience  ta  hf 
grace's  own  appointment  1  What  num 
could  he  assign  for  his  sadden  cho^  f^ 


y«V«^^^^^    NqUuh^  new  had  occarrad:  wti 
There  wtia  aometViuo   ^o  \«vV«<eCk^  ^xA\V^^^x.^\\>2^^  «cv^7aT%ft»(A^%a«^ 
miberabW  ia  the  \ook  wiVlhviVafeVvxiv^  «K\\V^^w\\\s^7&\^\a«v^^^^>i^^ 
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%ad  nt  length  tak«ii  a  diflfetent  view  of  Ihe 
*act6  !  At  all  events,  he  determiued  to  put 
Uie. brief  of  Mr.  Titmouse^s  case,  used  at 
the  trial,  and  which  Mr.  Gammon  bad  some 
time  before  forwarded  to  his  grace^s  house, 
ioto  the  hands  of  some  eminent  lawyer,  for 
a  candid  and  confidential  opinion. 

Mr.  Gammon,  on  quitting  Lord  Dred- 
dUngtoii^s  housie,  quickly  recovered  from  the 
momentary  shock  which  he  had  suilbred  in 
the  earPs  presence ;  and,  shall  I  record  the 
fact? — all  other  feelings  were  merged  in 
one  of  delight  and  exultation  at  the  awful 
calamity  which  had  befallen  Lord  Dred- 
dlington :  no  one,  Mr.  Gammon  considered, 
would  thenceforth  think  of  attaching  the 
least  importance  to  any  tiling  the  earl  might 
say,  or  had  said,  which  was  doubtless  ,the 
mere  creation  of  a  disordered  brain.  Then 
all  th^t  would  be  necessary,  would  be^the 
silencing  TitmouseJ^no  difficult  matter,  smce 
even  he  could  comprehend  that  secrecy  was 
.to  him  a  matter  of  salvation  or  destruction ! 
But  then,  again,  like  a  criminars  chance 
glance  at  the  hideous  guillotine  in  the  dis- 
tance— a  recollection  of  tlie  ecclesiastical 
inquiry  at  that  instant  in  vigorous  action, 
blanched  the  cheek  of  Mr.  Gammon,  and 
dashed  all  his  new  hopes  to  the  ground. 
If.  those  infernal  inquisitors  should  discover 
all,  and  thereoy  demonstrate  Titmouse^s  il- 
legitimacy, how  perfectly  frightful  would  be 
the  position  of  ^^^.  Gammon  1  What  would 
then  avail  him  the  insanity  of  Lord  Dred- 
dlington  I  .Would  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  be 
then  attributed  to  the  right  cause,  Ihe  atro- 
cious cruelty  and  villany  which  had  been 
practised  upon  him?  How  irretrievably 
W9s^. Gammon  committed  by  bis  repeated 
aod'  solemn  asseverations  to  Miss  Mac- 
u|lauchan  and  the  Earl  of  Dreddlingtoni 
^e  evidence  which  sufficed  to  entitle  Mr. 
Aubrey  to  administer  to  Lady  8tratton, 
would  also  suffice  to  entitle  him  to  an  im- 
mediate  restoration  to  the  Yatton  property ! 
And  would  the  matter  rest  there]  Would 
no  steps  be  taken,  in  such  an  event,  to  fix 
him^  Gammon,  as  a  partner,  of  a  prime 
mover,  in  the  fraud  and  conspiracy  by  which 
alone,  it  would  then  be  alleged.  Titmouse 
iiad  been  enabled  to  recover  Uie  property  1 
Absorbed  by  these  pleasant  contemplations, 
'  lie  was  so  lost  to  all  around  him,  that  he 
was  within  an  ace  of  being  crushed  to 
<leath  under  Uie  wheels  of  an  enormous 
coal-waggon,  which  he  had  not  seen  ap- 
proaching, as  he  crossed  the  street.  It 
lAight,  perhaps,  have  been  well ;  it  would 
certainly  have,  saved  him  from  a  ^^  sea  of 
iroubks,''''  on  which  he  may  be  tossed  for 
•  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  chief  object  of  Mr.  Gammon*s  inter- 
new  with  the  Earl  o£  Dreddlingtoni  had 


been  la  oommnnicate  to  his  lordship  u 
mation  concerning  the  very  alarming  posi- 
tion in  which  he  stood  with  referenc<»  to  the 
defunct  Artificial  Rain  Company.  The  very 
prominent  and  active  part  which  his  lord- 
ship had  been  seduced  into  taking,  in  the 
patronage  and  management  of  that  com- 
pany, had  very  reasonably  marked  him  out 
as  the  fittest  object  of  attack  to  the  creditors. 
The  company  held  no  act  of  Parliament, 
nor  charter,  nor  deed  of  settlement ;  it  was 
simply  a  huge,  unwieldy  partnership^  con- 
si  stmg  of  all  such  persons  as  could  be 
shown  to  be  interested,  or  to  have  held 
themselves  out  as  interested,  iif  it;  and, 
consequently,  whether  individually  known 
or  not,  liable  to  the  public,  who  had  deal  t 
with  the  company,  and  given  credit  to  it, 
on  tile  very  obvious*  principle  of  equity, 
that  all  who  would  seek  to  share  the  profils 
of  the  speculation  must  be  responsible  for 
its  liabilities.  '  In  the  present  instance,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  circumstance  of  there 
beihg  a'  considerable  number  of  weak,  in- 
experienced, but  responiiible  adventurers, 
who,  by  entering  into  the  speculation,  had 
become  liable  to  share  Lord  Dreddlington's 
burden  of  liability,  his  lordship  must  have 
been  totally  ruined  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. As  soon  as  Sir  Sharper  Bubble's 
absconding  had  openf.d  the  eyes  of  the 
public,  and  of  the  shareholders,  it  became 
necessary  to  take  instant  measures '  for  as- 
certaining the  exact  state  of  affairs,  and  the 
liabilities  which  had  been  contracted  on  be- 
half of  the  company.  Heavens !  what  a 
frightful  array  of  creditors  now  made  their 
appearance  against  the  Artificial  Rain  Com- 
pany !  It  was  inconceivable  how  so  many, 
arid  to  so  immense  an  amount,  could  have' 
arisen  during  the  short  period  of  the  cooop 
pany^s  being  in  existence;  but  the  feet  is, 
that  there  are  always  thousands  of  persons 
who,  as  soon  as  they  once  see  individuals 
of  undoubted  responsibility  fairly  committed 
to  a  company  of  this  sort,  will  give  almost 
unlimited  credit,  and  supply  any  thing  that 
may  be  ordered  on  be  hall  or  for  the  purposes 
of  the  company.  This  company  had  origi- 
nated in  a  supposed  grand  discovery  of  Doc- 
tor Diabolus  Gander,  that  there  were  certain 
modes  of  operating  upon  the  atmosphere, 
by  means  of  electrical  agency,  whieh  would 
insure  an  abundant  supply  of  rain  in  seasons 
of  the  greatee^  drought.  Now<> first  and 
foremost  among  the  creditors  of  the  com 
pany,  was  that  distinguished  philosopher 
.himself;  who,  to  constitute  himself  effect 
ually  a  creditor,  had  declined  to  take  any 
shares  in  the  concern.  He  now  claimed 
jSnOO  for  a  series  of  **  preliminarY  e»^ 
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aforesaid  experimeDta ; — and,  in  oider  to 
pat  the  question  of  liability  beyond  all 
doubt,  the  do<jtor  had  taken  care,  from  time 
to  time,  to  invite  the  more  distinguished  and 
wealthy  of  the  shareholders  to  come  and 
witness  his  experiments — always  carefully 
noting  down  their  names,  and  the  names 
also  of  ihosp  witnesses  who  could  prove 
their  attendance — the  interest  they  took  in 
the  experiments — their  observations  as  to 
the  success  of  the  company,  &c.,  &c.,  and 
their  repeated  acknowledgments  of  the  uni- 
form courtesy  of  the  worthy  doctor,  who 
thought  no  pains  too  great  to  explain  the 
nature  of  his  sujrprising  operations.  Then, 
a^n,  he  had  entered  into  an  agreement, 
signed  by  Lord  Dreddlington,  and  one  or 
two  others  on  behal/  of  th^  company,  by 
which  he  was  appointed  *' permanent  scien- 
tiiic  director'*  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  at  a 
salary  of  dSlOOO  a  year,  over  and  above  the 
sums  agreed  to  be  paid  him  for  *'  collateral 
and  supplementary  services."  This  latter 
clanse,  however,  the  doctor  rery  generously 
offered  to  compromise,  in  consideration  of 
the  exhalation  of  the  company,  on  payment 
of  four  thousand  pounds  down.  Then  came 
a  demand  amounting  to  little  short  of 
J^5,000  for  an  inconceivable  quantity  of 
copper  wire,  which  had  been  purchased  for 
the  purpose  of  being  used  in  all  the  cities 
and  towns  which  chose  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  services  of  the  company,  in  the  fol- 
lowing way — ^viz. :  a  complete  circle  of 
electric  communication  was  to  be  obtained, 
by  attaching  wires  to  the  summita  of  all 
the  church  steeples,  and  it  was  necessary 
that  the  wires  should  be  of  considerable 
strength  and  thickness,  to  prevent  tl^ir 
beinff  broken  by  birds  flyin?  against,  and 
perching  upon  them :  (But,  Dr.  Uander  de- 
clared that  he  had  discovered  a  mode  of 
chargring  the  wires,  which  would  cause  any 
bird  which  came  into  contact  with  them 
immediately  to  fall  down  dead.)  Then 
there  were  fearful  charges  for  at  least  nine 
miles*  length  of  leaden  pipes  and  hose,  and 
for  steam-engines,  and  electrical  machines, 
and  so  forth ;  particularly  an  item  of  eight 
thousand  pounds  for  the  expenses  of  trying 
the  expenment  in  a  village  in  the  extremity 
of  Cornwall,  and  which  was  very  nearly 
completed,  when  the  unfortunate  event  oc- 
curred which  occasioned  the  sudden  break- 
up of  the  company.  This  will  suffice  to 
give  the  uninitiated  reader  a  glimpse  of  the 
real  nature  of  the  liabilities  incurred  by 
those  who  had  bedOme  partners  in  this 
splendid  undertaking.  Dr.  Gander  had  two 
actions  commenced  the  veTv  day  after  the' 


his  agrsemeot  for  ten  yeais^  semes;  ai 
writs  came  fluttering^  in  almost  daily;  il 
which  rendered  it  necessary  to  take  n» 
sures  for  coming  to  an  amicable  coape 
mise.  After  very  p^reat  exertions,  19^  ii> 
tending  many  meetinga,  Mr.  Gammoaa^ 
ceeded  in  proyision^ly  extricating  had 
Dreddlington,  on  his  paying  down,  wi^ 
twelve  months,  the  sum  of  JS18,0(M);  tbi 
Duke  of  Tantallan  was  in  for  some  £390^ 
the  Marquis  of  Marmalade  for  iSSOOO;  wi 
those  two  peers  made  the  mc^t  solemn  ?o«f 
never  to  have  any  thing  to  do  again  will 
joint-stock  companies:  though  it  ouiith 
owned,  that  they  had  been,  as  the  phraie  ii, 
**  let  off  easily.'*  But  I  must  not  diam 
from  the  reader  that  the  Artificial  8a 
Company  was  not  the  only  one  with  wl^ 
these  diatlnffuished  indiyiduals,  toge^ 
with  Lord  Dreddlington,  bad  become  cat 
nected — there  was  the  Gunpowder  a^ 
Fresh  Water  Company,  of  which  MeHn. 
Quirk,  Gammon^  and  Snap,  were  the  S^ 
licitors — but  ntffidentfor  the  day  istkitii 
thereof  i  and  let  U  suffice,  for  the  prwi^ 
to  say,  that  some  sbort  |ime  afterwanls  Ai 
Duke  of  Tantallan,  on  the  part  of  the  U 
of  Dreddlington,  paid  down  the  sum  of 
J^l  0,000  on  account  of  the  abovemeatiased 
sum  of  dSl8,000,  the  Temaii|^er  of  wkid 
was  to~be  called  for  in  six  months*  tia^ 


Mr.  Gammon,  however,  could  not  think  of 
the  possibili^  of  the  Gunpowder  Cob- 
pany*s  explosion  without  a  shudder,  os  »> 
count  of  the  dreadful  extent  to  which  Loi^ 
Dreddlington  was  implicated,  and  fam, 
which  Gammon  feared  that  there  really  wa 
no  means  of  extricating  him.  What  vimU 
he  nave  given  never  to  have  seduced  ik 
earl  into  embarking  into  any  such  specdi- 
tions  1  Nay,  what  woo^d  be  not  have  givei, 
never  to  have  set  eyes  upon  eitba  tis 
earl  of  Dreddlington  or  the  Xady  Cectfi^ 
What  advantage  had  he  ever  gained,  aflff 
all,  by  his  desperate  grasp  after  aristoeoi 
connexion  t  If,  however,  the  earl^shodU 
prove  really  and  permanently  insane,  vw 
a  God-setid  would  such  an  event  be,  inMf 
point  of  view,  to  Gammon--^ireDdarB 
ever  the  chief  sufferer — and  8avii^g^yl» 
mon  from  all  the  endless  ve^^QiaLJ^ 
anxieties  arising  out  of  persofiAl  e^tai; 
tions  and  collisions  with  the  oaa  «KS 
he  had  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  ^ecaoOT 
ruin — from,  in  short,  a  world  of  repfoaiiiS* 
and  exterations.  I 

As  for  Mr.  Titmouse,  the /orf«iM<f  (0  I 
possessor  of  ten  thousand  a  year — as  Hba^  I 
sands,  with  a  sigh  of  envy,  regarded  hha*  I 
those  of  the  publip  who  hajd  an  opponanit; 
Q^  N«7iNii^\&.^V\a  public  motions,  gaw  Ms 


departure  of  Sir  SViarpet  n\i\>\A^^  ^^vcoX  ^ 

mx  of  the  principal  8haroVvo\deTa,\Tv  x^a^^Oy^c^^^N.  \a\  \«2^5|^  x^x^  \^«^'^ 
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hi  the  lots  of  the  Lady  C^illa ;  but  thooe  |  nose  pulled  in  public,  and  once  beenliorse- 


Aore  iniintately  acquainted  with  his  family 
circumstances,  could  not  help  lemarking 
one  liitle  ingredient  of  pleasure  in  his  recent 
cup  of  bitterness ;  viz.  that  as  Lady  Cecilia 
bad  left  no  offspring — ^no  dear  pledge  of 
affectioiv^Mr.  Titmouse  was  not  only 
saved  a  vast  deal  of  anxiety  as  to  the 
bringing  up  of  the  child,  but  had  become 
himselfheir  apparent  to  the  barony  of  Dre- 
lineourt  on  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Dr^l- 
dlingion';  who,'  whatever  might  be  the 
effect  of  his  whispered  misfortunes  in  his 
pecuniary  speculations,  had  not  the  power, 
being  merely  tenant  for  life  under  the  entail, 
of  injuring  the  fortune  annexed  to  the  title. 
Though  Mr.  Gammon  loathed  the  very  sight, 
the  very  thought,  of  Titmouse,  he  was  yet 
the  centre  of  prodigious  anxiety  to  Gam- 
mon, who  felt  that  he  had,  at  all  events  at 
present,  a  deep  stake  in  the  upholding  to 
the  world  Mr»  Titmouse's  position  and 
credit.  He  had  been  frightened  by  Gam- 
mon into  a  state  of  the  most  abject  submis- 
sion to  all  his  requirements-— one  of  which 
was,  the  preservation  of  that  external  de- 
corum, when  in  public,  which  had  produced 
the  very  favourable  impression  already  ad- 
Terted  to.  The  other  was,  a  vast  contrac- 
tion of  his  "expenditure.  Mr.  Gammon  in- 
sisted upon  his  disposing  of  his  house  in 
Park  Lanfr— which  had,  indeed,  been  for 
months  almost  destitute  of  furniture,  that 
having  fallen  a  prey  to  divers  of  his  exe- 
cution creditors— -but  engaged  for  him  a 
suite  of  handsome  furnished  apartments  in 
Chapel  Street,  May  Fair,  allowing  him 
the  attendance  of  a  valet,  as  usual ;  and  also 
hiring  for  him  a  cab,  tiger,  groom,  and  a 
couple  of  saddle-horses,  wini  which  Mr. 
Titmouse  contrived  to  make  an  appearance, 
before  so  much  of  the  world  as  was  left  in 
London  during  the  autumn,  suitable  to  his 
station.  Some  of  the  more  clamorous  of 
his  creditors,  Mr.  GaiAmon  had  contrived 
to  pacify  by  considerable  payments  on  ac- 
count, and  a  solemn  assurance  that  every 
one  of  Mr.  Titmouse's  debts  was  in  train 
for-rapid  liquidation.  Could  his  creditors, 
indeedr— Gammon  asked— fail  to  see  and 
judge  for  themselves,  what  an  altered  man, 
m  bis  person  and  habits,  Mr.  Titmouse  had 
become,  since  the  shock  he  had  received  on 
the  death,  of  Lady  Cecilia  t  Had,  indeed, 
Mr.  Titmouse  felt  never  so  disposed  to  re- 
enter the  scenes  o^gay  and  expensive  pro- 
^tgacy— in  which  he  had  revelled  so  madly 
during  the  first  eighteen  months  after  his 
extraordinary  exaltation-— there  was  a  se- 
rious obstacle  to  his  doing  so,  in  his  having 
neglected  to  pay  divers  heavy  ^^  debts  of 


whipped.  The  gates  of  the  sporting  world 
were  thus  finally  closed  against  him,  and 
thus  one  source  of  profligate  expenditure 
shut  out.  Though,  nowe?ier,  he  was  free 
to  ride  or  drive  whithersoever  he  chose-7- 
and  that,  too,  as  became  a  man  of  fashion, 
in  respect  of  appearance  and  equipment- 
he  felt  but  a  pnsoner  at  targe,  and  depended 
entirely  upon  the  will  and  pleasure  of  Mr. 
Gammon  for  his  very  means  of  subsistence. 
Most  of  his  evenings  were  spent  in  such  of 
the  theatres  as  were  open,  while  his  nights 
were  often  passed  amidst  scenes  which 
were  very  strange  ones  indeed  for  a  young 
widower  to  be  seen  in !  Though  be  was  a 
frequent  visiter  at  Brookes',  I  must,  never- 
theless, do  that  respectable  club  the  justice 
of  saying,  that  its  members  were  not  very 
anxious  for  the  presence  or  company  of  Mr. 
Htmouse.  In  fact,  but  for  the  continued 
countenance  afforded  to  him,  for  reasons  best 
known  to  that  gentleman,  by  Mr.  O^Gibbet, 
my  friend  would  have  been  some  time  ago 
unceremoniously  expelled  from  the  club, 
where  he  had  ihade,  certainly^  one  or  two 
exceedingly  disagreeable  exhibitions.  Li- 
quor was  made  for  fools  to  get  drunk  with, 
and  so  shorten  their  encumbering  existence 
upon  the  earth ;  and  as  for  Titmouse,  I  really 
do  not  think  he  ever  went  to  bed  completely 
sober;  and  he  avowed,  that  ^* whenever 
he  was  alone,  he  felt  so  miserable ;"  and 
there  was  only  one  way,  he  said,  which  he 
knew  of  to  **  "drive  dull  care  away." 
Though  aware  of  it  in  point  of  fact.  Tit- 
mouse had  neither  sense  nor  sensibility 
enough  to  appreciate  the  fearful  frailty  of 
fhat  tenure  by  which  he  held  his  present 
advantages  of  statiot>— 4iever  reflecting  that 
he  was  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  precipi- 
tated down  from  his  present  elevation,  far 
deeper  into  obscurity  and  poverty  than  he 
had  ever  emer^d  from !  He  had  no  powei 
of  enhancing  his  ertjoyment  of  the  present, 
either  by  vivid  contrast  with  the  past,  or 
with  the  possible  reverses  of  the  future.  A 
wealthy  and  profligate  fool  is  by  no  means 
the  enviable  person  he  may  appear  to  silly 
lookers-on;  but  what  must  he  be  when 
placed  in  the  circumstances  of  Titmouse 
He  found  town,  at  a  dull-  season— the  fait 
of  the  year— to  be  sure,  become  dail^  duller, 
the  sphere  of  his  enjoyments  having  become 
so  miserably  contracted.  Mr.  Gammon  was 
becoming  more  and  more  stem  and  gloomy ; 
in  fact,  Titmouse  always  dreaded  to  go  nea^ 
him,  for  he  enjoined  on  him,  whenever  they 
met,  a  circumspection  which  was  new  aiul 
intolerable.  He  was  refused  admission  at 
Lord  Diedd\vcv^xC%\  1iE«i\i\^l»^\.^'«s!^s^ 


bonoiir/' as  they  are  strangely  callcMl ;  foT\\an?BYvadax«^Tio\\^o  XkR^x^,  H^\«^^^^'^^    M 
which  deUnqaeaciea  he  had  twice  had  ld»\  patVi,  to  m«\  xYwa  ««\'^  «2toAsA^^  tMKsss^  ^ 
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object,  indeed,  to  hki— diivki^  tAawly  akmg 
— ^  in  deep  mourning— the  place  of  Lady 
Cecilia  occupied  now  bv  Miss  Macspleu- 
eh«nv  and  tjie  shattered  old  white*haired 
man  beside  bef,  taking  evidently  no  notice 
of  any  thing  about  him;  if  Titmouse  caught 
Miss  Macspleucbaa's  eye,  it  was  instantly 
temoved,  as  from  a  disagreeable  object.  He 
never  met  that  carriage  without  a  shudder, 
and  a  violent  one,  at  thought  of  the  frightful 
fraud  of  which  he  had  been  at  first  the  un- 
conscious instrument,  but  to  which  he  was 
now  a  consenting  party.  He  had  earnestly 
besought  Mr.  Uammon  to  allow  him  to 
spend  a  few>roonths  on  the  Continent,  and 
provide  him  with  funds  toxloso ;  but  on  due 
consideration,  Mr.  Gammon  refused  in  the 
very  critical  conjuncture  of  existing  cir- 
cumstances—at all  events  till  he  uiould 
have  been  furnished  with  some  clue  to  the 
^course  which  the  pending  investigation  was 
taking.  But  Mr.  Gammon  consented  to  his 
ffoing  down  to  Yatton ;  so  down  he  went, 
.but  to  encounter  onl^  sullen  faces ;  servants 
whose  wages  were  m  arrear ;  tenants  whom 
his  exactions  were  ruining;  the  friends  of 
Mudflint  and  Bloodsuck,  indignant  at  his 
not  coming  forward  to  rescue  them  from 
impending  destruction ;  and  his  constituency 
furious  at  the  number  of  bills  remaining  un- 
paid ;  at  his  total  disre^d  of  their  interests 
in  Parliament;  and  his  contemptible  and 
ridiculous  conduct  and  appearance  there. 
As  for  any  of  the  nobility  or  gentry  of  the 
naghbourhood,  of  course  their  notice  of  him 
was  quite  out  of  the  question.  From  good 
little  Dr.  Tatbam,  even,  he  could  ^t  no- 
thing more  than  a  cold  and  guarded  civility; 
in  fact,  Mr.  Titmouse  was  fifty  times  mose 
miserable  at  Yatton  than  he  had  been  in 
London;  and,  moreover,  the  old  hall  had 
been  completely  stripped  of  the  handsome 
furniture  that  had  been  put  into  it  on  his 
coming  into  possession,  by  his  voracious 
execution-creo iters;  and  all  he  oould  do 
nere  to  enjoy  existence,  was  to  smoke,  and 
drink  brandy  and  water.  He  felt  an  im- 
postor; that  he  had  no  right  to  be  there; 
no  claim  to  the  respect  or  attention  of  any 
one.  Through  the  noble  grounds  of  Yatton, 
amidst  the  soft,  melanchcSy  sunshine  of  Oc- 
tober, he  walked,  frightened  and  alone ;  a 
falling  leaf  alighting  on  him  would  make 
him  start  with  apprehension,  and  almost 
drop  his  cigar.  While  such  was  the  dreary 
aspect  of  Uiings  at  Yatton,  what  was  the 
condition  of.  Mr.  Gammon  in  London  1 

It  is  not  possible  that  any  one  who  be- 
takes himself  to  tortuous  modes  of  efkctr 
iag  ^is  purposea,  and  secuiVn^  \k^  oVi^mu 


a»  id  W6tfe«  ev«r  writikinff  upom  &-M  of  l« 
ture.    To  feel  oiie*s-selT/ntl»f»^,imapilsil 
deeply-laid,  desperate,  and   dtsbonoanMe 
schemes  (or  aeettiiiiig  success,  is  sirkfMf 
and  miserable  indeed  !     Such  a  one  Mi 
that  the  bittemeba  of  disappointment  viB 
not  be  mitigated  or  assuaged  by  a  coasei 
ousnaes  of  the  sympathy  and  respect  d 
those  who  have  witnessed  the  nssuceeiilii! 
attempts,  a  tbou^t  which  is  deadeoisg  It 
the  soul;  and  Gammon  felt  himself  asMg 
the  most  missrable  of  mankind.    All  culm 
anxieties  were,  however,  at  present  abeo^ 
ed  in  one,  that  concerDing  the  issse  of  ik 
inquiry  then  vending;   and   which,  at  it 
were,  darkened  his  spirit  within  him,  asi 
hunjr  round  his  neck  like  a  millstone.   If 
the  issue  of  that  inquiry  should  be  advem, 
he  had  absolutely  nothing  for  it  but  imtasl 
flight  from  universsd  scorn  and  exerrate 
Ofwhat  avail  would  then  be  all  hit  pi» 
digious  anjdeties,  sacrifices,  and  eaeitiMi, 
his  deep4aid  and  complicated  plana  mi 
purposes  1     He  would  have   inetritaaUj 
damned  himseli^  for  what  %     To  allow  tkii 
wretch.  Titmouse,  to  revel,  for  a  ssiios,  ii 
unbounded  luxury  and  profligacy !    Wks 
single  personal  advantage   had  Mr.  Gt» 
mon  hitherto  obtained  for  himself,  taxed  s 
their  utmost  as  had  been  his  powerful  es» 
gies  for  the  lapohree  years  1     First  of  ili 
as  to  Miss  Aubiey,  the  lovely  object  of  hii 
intense  desires;  what  advance  hid  he  laa^ 
towards  the  aeoomplishnieat  of  his  objeei^ 
af\er  all  his  profound  and  cruel  treseher?  H 
htf  brother  1    Not  a  hair^a  breadth.    N^ 
on  the  contraqr«  the  slight  footing  of  ini* 
macy  which  he  had  contrived,  in  the  Im 
instance,  to  secure,  he  had  now  lost  (at 
ever.    Could  they  have  failed  to  peieafi^ 
in  spite  of  all  his  devices,  his  hand  in  titt 
recent  persecution  of  IVlr.  Aubrey!    Thi 
stem  deportment  of  Mr.  Bunnington,  wl» 
had  expressly  prohibited,  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Aubrey,  all  communication  with  thu 
eentleman  on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Qiiiik» 
Gammon,  and  Snap,  except  throngh  kiat 
self,  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Runningtoo,  spohi 
volumes.     Moreover,    Mr.   Gammon  hd 
chanced  to  be  prowling  about  Vivian  stmi 
on  the  very  evening  on  which  Lord  dt  It 
Zooch  made   his  unexpected  appeaiaaei 
with  Mr.  Aubrey,  as  already  described; 
and  Gammon  had  seen  Mr.  Auhfey,  Mm 
Aubrev,  and  Miss  Aubrey,  followed  by  kit 
lordship,  enter  his  canHiige,  in  disneM^ 
tume ;  and  he  thought  with  a  violeot  pasf 
of  one  Mr.  Delamere!     He  had  also  ve&h 
tained  how  suddenly  his  lordship  hsd  coal 
over  from  Paris,  jnst  at  that  crisis  is  tki 
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yirhich  a  keen  ambition  may  Viava  ^to\i«»«^\^ax»QsnitanAMA  ^  >)&^  Ahsihrevs; 

to  him»can  be  Aonptf.  T\Leip«i¥«teM\^wfc^\\[t^i^\%^^\\W\^^  1 
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|ffO«e^rag«  of  the  eccl6«hilitioal  ^tfttf  jo<raldbel$r(mg:lit  tda  ttidoessful  issue;  to 
And  sofpose  th^  result  of  these  proceed-  'say  nothing  of  any  disastrous  occurrenee 


ing«  should  he,  to  detect  the  imposition  hy 
means  of  which  Titmouse  had  heen  en- 
ahled  to  Oust  Mr.  Aubrey  from  Yatten,  what 
must  the^  what  must  they  all,  think  of  Mr. 
Gammon,  after  his  ayowal  to  Miss  Aubrey  ? 
IbeTitably,  that  he  had  either  originally 
oontrived^  or  was  now  conniving  at,  the 
•mpostnre!  And  what  ifshe  really  were  now 
dl  the  while  enffa^ed  to  the  future  Lord  de 
la  Zouch?  And  if  the  present  Lord  de  la 
Zouch,  with  his  immense  revenues,  were 
resolved  to  bear  Mr.  Aubrey  through  all  hi^ 
difficulties  and  troubles  with  a  high  hand  I 
Had  not  Gammon  already  felt  the  heavy 
hand  of  Lord  de  la  Zouoh  in  the  late  ac- 
outsed  bribery  actions  t  And  suppose  him 
admulated  to  set  on  foot  the  penain|;  pro- 
ocAdhigs,  by  the  communicattohs  of  Miss 
Atibrey,  conceming  Mr.  Gam'mon*s  own 
admissions  to  her,  was  his  Ictdship  likely  to 
iMher  in  his  purposes  1 

Look  again  at  the  flnandal  difficulties 
-ifbich  were  thickiening  aiotind  him.  Be- 
tWiMA  siit^and  seventy^fhousand  pounds 
had  been  aireadv  raised  on  mortgage  of  the 
Yatton  estates!  and  not  a  shilling  more 
cofild  now  be  raised  Without  additional  ailid 
-cQilateral  security,  which  Gamimon  coiiM 
«ol  procure.  Then  there  was  the  interest 
payable  hah^yearly  on  these  mortgages, 
Wnich  afone  swallowed  up  Some  three  thou- 
simd  five  hundred  pounds  annually.  In 
•ddition  to  this.  Titmouse  was  over  head- 
and-ears  in  debt ;  and  he  most  be  supported 
ajil  the  while  in  a  manner  suitable  to  his 
station ;  and  an  establishment  must  be  kept 
xxf  ar  Yatton.  How,  with  all  this,  was  * 
Mr.  Gammon's  own  dearly  bought  rent- 
charge  to  be  realited  ?  The  already  ever-' 
btrrdened  property  was  totally  unequal  to 
bear  this  additional  pressure.  Again,  if  his >^ 
motion  which  was  to  be  made  in  the  ensu- 
ing term  for  a  new  trial  in  the  case  of  Wig- 
ley  V.  Gamm&n  should  fail,  there  he  was' 
left  at  tiie  mercy  of  the  plaintiff  for  a  sum 
very  nearly  amounting  to  four  thousand 
poinads,  (including  the  heavy  costs,)  and 
capable  of  being  immediately  entorced  by 
tttcaroeration  of  his  person,  or  seizure  of  his 
gooda !  Mr.  Gammon,  moreover,  had  been 
uafortunate  in  some  gambling  speculations 
in  the  funds,  by  which  means  the  money 
ha  hid  so  quickly  made,  had  been  as  quick- 
ly lost.  It  was  true,  there  were  the  proba- 
bla  proceeds*  of  the  two  promissory  notes 
now  put  in  suit  against  Mr.  Aubrej,  and^ 
ijao  the  bond  of  Lord  de  la  Zouch  himself, 
hi  all  amountiner  to  twenty  thousand  pounds 
with  interest :  but  months  must  necessaiily 
elapM  heforef  even  in  the  ordinary  course, 


which  Gammon  could  just  conceive  the 
possibility  of,  and  which  might  have  thii 
effect  of  fktally  impugning  the  right  of  ac- 
tion of  Mr.  Titmouse.  Gammon  had  re- 
peatedly turned  in  his  mind  the  propriet]^ 
of  raising  money  by  assignment  of  ^e  bond 
of  Lord  de  la  Zouch,  but  for  seteral  reasons 
had  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  venture  upon 
such  a  step.  For  instance,  the  bond  would 
be  due  within  a  month  or  two;  and  who 
would  advance  any  serious  sum  on  so  large 
a  security,  without  rigorous  inquiries  into 
the  Validity  of  the  bond  in  point  of  exac- 
tion, and  the  right  of  the  obligee  to  put  it 
in  suit  t  Supposing  the  issue  of  the  eccle- 
siastical inquiry  to  bo  adverse,  and  Tit- 
mouSe^s  title  to  the  Yatton  property  to  be 
destro3^d ;  Would  not  that  at  once  invalidate 
his  claims  upon  the  bond,  and  also  upon  the  ' 
two  promissory  notes  ?  Lastly,  his  hopes 
of  political  advancement,  to  which  he  clung 
wi%  incredfble  tenacitjr,  full  blooming' 
thoifgh  they  had  been  to  the  moment  of  hir 
beb^  strCa  for  tho  bribery  penalties,  Were* 
all  m  danget  of  being  blighted  foitever, 
unleSi  he  cotild  succeed  in  def&atipg  the 
verdict  during  the  enafuing  term,  of  Which 
he  entertained  Efearce  any  hope  at  all. 
But  even  supposing  him  successful  there, 
what  Was  to  become  of  him  if  the  issue 
of  the  pending  ecclesiastical  proceedings 
should  brand  him  as  abetting  imposture  of 
the  inosl  gross  and  gflaring  description; 
nay,  as  being,  in  fact,  its  originator  t 

Thus,  success  or  failure  in  the  ecclesias- 
tical suit,  was  in  fact  the  p(vot  upon  which 
eferv  Aing  turned  with  Mr.  Gammon:  it 
woutd  be  either  his  salvation,  or  his  de- 
struction ;  and  the  bought  of  it  kept  hiin 
in  a  state  of  fevensh  tre^dation  and  excite^ ' 
ment,  from  morning  to  night;  rendering- 
him  almost  wholly  mcaplable  of  attending 
to  his  professional  business.    He  had  gonC' 
down  several  times,  accompanied  by  Mr.' 
Quod,  to  ascertain,  as  fair  as  was  practica- 
ble, the  course  which  thin^  were  taking. 
Mr.  Quod  was  very  sanguine  indeed  as  tc^ 
the  issue;   but,  alas!   Gammon  had  not* 
ventured  to  tell  him  the  true  state  of  the 
case :  so  that  Quod  naturally  confined  him-' 
self  to  the  substantiating  of  Mr.  Titmouse  V 
pedigree,  aa  it  had  been  propounded,  and 
with  success,  at  the  trial  or  ejectment.  Mr. 
Gammon  trembled  at  the  systematic  and| 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  cause  on  thej 
part  of  Mr.  Aubrey ;  what  might  It  not 
elicit  1    Regardless  of  the  consequences', 
he  had  several  times  tried  to  ascertain  from, 
those  who  Vi'a^^^eieck  «»xMsw^^^'5^fe  ^««a:%^ 
of  \n<vwy  ^\vViV  \i%^>iewjL  y^®^^***^ 


eiapaa  oetoref  even  tn  tne  oroinary  course,  |0i  \n<v^\Ty  "Wtvvwi  tt-w^^  w»w  v^^r^^^  , 
d»0  eetioim  Ar  the  reearery  of  these  susM  \  the  cviAeii^b  w\Aft\i\rti^>3«««^  ^3W^sta!Rft^\!t»«^ 
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them,  but  in  Tain:  some  of  the  witneoies 
were  in  a  station  of  society  which  repelled 
his  advances ;  and  others  were  effectually 
deterred  from  communicatiyeness  by  the 
im  unctions  of  the  commissioner.  Thnt 
Mr.  Gammon  could  ascertain  nothing;  and 
was  left  to  await,  in  fearful  suspense,  the 
legitimate  issue  of  this  tantalizing  and 
mysterious  process,  till  the  day  when 
** publication '  should  ''pass,**  and  both 
parties  be  put  in  possession  of  all  the  evi- 
dence which  had  been  obtained. 

The  prospects  of  the  Aubreys,  brightened 
tho)igh  they  had  been  by  the  sudden  inter- 
ference of  Lord  de  la  Zouch,  at  the  very 
moment  of  their  deepest  gloom,  did  not  dis- 
turb that  calm  and  peaceful  course  c^  life 
which  they  had  maintained  through  all  their 
troubles.  Oh,  how  animated  and  happy, 
however,  was  now  that  little  family ! — and 
that  not  through  any  overweening  confidence 
as  to  the  result  of  Lord  de  la  Zouch^s  opera- 
tions on  their  behalf,  but  from  a  pious  and 
cheerful' persuasion  that  they  were  not  for- 
saken of  Heaven,  which  had  given  this 
token  of  its  remembrance.  The  beautiful 
bloom  began  to  reappear  on  the  cheeks  both 
of  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Kate,  and  the  eye  of 
Mr.  Aubrey  was  no  longer  laden  with  gloom 
and  anxiety.  He  pursued  the  study  of  the 
law  with  steadfast  energy  till  the  period  of 
Mr.  Mansfield^s  quitting  town,  and  his 
chambers  being  closed  till  the  beginning 
of  November.  The  Aubreys,  poor  so^dsl 
secretly  pined  for  a  glimpse,  however  brief, 
of  the  pleasures  of  uie  country ;  and  about 
the  middle  of  September,  they,  sure  enough, 
received  a  very  pressing  invitation  from 
Lord  and  Lady  de  la  Zouch,  for  all  o(  them 
to  join  them  in  France,  by  way  of  a  total/ 
and  enlivening  change  of  scene.  Mrs.  A.ur 
brey  and  Kate  bad  all  but  persuaded  Mr. 
Aubrey  into  an  acceptance  of  the  kind  invi- 
tation, when  he  suddenly  thought  of  what 
he  deemed  an  insuperable  obstacle.  It  will 
be  borne  in  mind  that  Mr.  Aubrey  had  given 
bail  to  a  very  large  arooupt,  nearly  sixteen 
thousand  pounds,  in  the  two  actions  at  the 
suit  of  Mr.  Titmouse  and  of  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap ;  and,  on  inquiry,  two 
of  the  friends  who  had  become  bail  for  him 
were  abroad,  and  could  not  be  communicated 
with;  so  Mr.  ^ubrey  peremptorily  refused, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  quit  the  coun- 
txy,'  though  for  ever  so  brief  an  interval. 
On  seriously  assuring  Lord  de  la  Zouch 
that  there  existed  insuperable  objections  to 
his  Just  then  leaving  England,  the  ever- 
active  kindness  of  his  noble  friend  prompted 
a  fresh  proposal,  ^Viat  the^  b^ou\^  vi\>^\ii^ 


Priory,  where  they  wonld  find  evrj  <liii| 
fully  prepared  for  their  reception,  aM  what 
they  were  earnestly  entreated  to  remain  til 
they  should  be  joined  by  their  host  and  hos^ 
ess  from  France,  aboat  the  latter  end  o£ 
October,  ^fis  quite  impoesible  for  meto 
describe  the  exhilaration  of  spirits  witk 
which,  the  invitation  having  been  dm 
gratefully  accepted  by  Mr.  Aubrey,  the)  ^ 
prepared  for  their  little  journey.  Mr.  kt- 
orey  had  made  arrangements  for  their  goa^ 
down  by  One  of  the  coaches,  which  wot 
within  a  couple  of  miles  of  the  Priory;  but 
here  again  the  thoughtful  delicaty  and  idni- 
ness  of  his  lordship  was  manifest;  furik 
evening  before  they  set  off,  one  of  tbn  ao- 
▼ants  firom  Dover  Street  came  to  ask  at 
what  hour  they  would  wish  the  oarriage  to 
call  for  them,  and  the  van  for  their  luggage 
such  bein^  the  orders  which  had  come  ma 
his  lordship ;  and  further,  that  the  cairiapi 
was  to  remain  at  their  comn&and  during  thi 
whole  of  their  stay  at  the  Prioiy.  BoA 
Mre.  Aubrey  and  Kate,  in  their  excitniieit, 
buret  into  t^urs  on  hearing  of  this  additiood 
trait  of  anxious  and  considerate  kimhieaa. 
Oh !  it  would  have  cheered  your  heart,  gt)d 
reader,  to  see  the  blithe  faces,  and  bouiidiaff 
spirits  with  which  that  little  family  setoi 
on  the  ensuing  morning  on  their  Uttle  cxpe' 
dition.  Oh !  how  refreshing  was  the  cons* 
try  air!  how  enlivening  and  beaatifal  tb 
country  scenery  amid  the  gentle  soDtifki 
of  September!  Twas  a  little  paradise tf 
a  place,  and  as  day  afier  day  glided  awaj, 
they  felt  a  sense  of  the  enjoyment  d'exBl' 
«nce,  such  as  they  had  never  experieooei 
before! 

Though  it  is  not  a  very  pleasant  traaB- 
tion,  the  order  of  events  requires  us  to  » 
tum  to  town,  and  to  no  very  pleasant  part 
of  town,  viz.  Thavies'  Inn.  'Twas  abosi 
eight  o'clock  in  the  erening,  towards  tht 
close  of  October,  and  Mr.  Gammon  was 
walking  to  and  fro  about  his  room,  whiek 
was  cheerful  with  the  light  of  a  lamp  aai 
the  warmth  of  a  fire.  He  himself^  howevOi 
was  very  far  from  cheerful ;  he  was  is  a 
state  of  exquisite  anxiety  and  suspeaae; 
and  well  he  might  he,  for  he  was  m  mo- 
mentary expectation  of  receiving  aeopjof 
the  evidence  which  had  been  taken  ca  dn 
part  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  the  ecclesiastical 
suit,  publication  havir^  passed  the  day  bf' 
fore.  He  muttered  blighting  cuises  at  ^ 
intolerable  delay  of  old  Mr.  Quod,  who.  Mi 
Gammon  was  assured,  might  have  proeara^ 
a  copy  of  the  evidence  several  hoarabefcR, 
with  only  moderate  exertion.  Twice.  M 
Nlt«0^.vamon*8  messenger  been  despatcfo^ 


week's  time,  all  of  thein,^X  o^  lot  «.\Qisc\^  \\ti  ^%ai\  ^^sA  Vsv  >«^^  \w<^'<«(  '^\$«ent  on  the 
residence  of  his  loidaYvip^a  *\n  ISi^^iex,  sottv^X ^kJsivx^  «tobA  xa^^.^vx^^  ^^%s!c^(«se^  k  ' 
Eileen  miles  from  %ovu,  ciWed  T>am\a;^\\\w^C^^^-^'Mifflk^^^ 
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Mieeiidllngf  the  atairs ;  he  knew  it,  atid,  dart- 
ing to  the  door,  opened  it  just  as  his  mes- 
senger had  reaohea  the  landing  with  a  balky 
white  packet  onder  his  arm.  sealed,  and  tied 
with  red  tape. 

^«Ah!  that  will  do.  Thank  yon,  thank 
you !  call  to-morrow  morning,'*  said  Gam- 
mon, hastily,  almost  snatching  the  packet 
out  of  the  man's  hand. 

"  Mrs.  Brown,  don't  let  me  be  disturbed 
to-night  by  any  one,  on  any  consideration," 
aaid  he  to  his  laundress;  and,  having  order- 
ed her  to  close  the  outer  door,  he  re-entered 
his  sitting-room,  and  with  a  beating  heart 
burst  open  the  seals,  tape,  and  eartridge- 
paper,  and  fastened  in  an  instant  with  de- 
vouring eyes  upon  the  pregnant  enclosure. 
Over  page  after  page  his  eye  glanced  with 
lightning  speed,  his  breathing  unconscious- 
ly accelerated  the  while.  When  he  had 
^t  to  about  the  middle  of  it,  his  breath 
was  for  a  minute  or  so  suspended,  while 
Ms  affrighted  eye  travelled  down  a  couple 
of  pageSf  which  told  him  all — all  he  had 
feared  to  see,  and  more — more  than  he  had 
known  himself.  "Ah, perdition;  thegamtf 
is  np !"  he  faintly  exclaimed,  and,  rising 
from  his  chair,  threw  himself  down  upon 
the  sofa,  in  a  state  of  dismay  and  bewilder- 
ment which  no  words  of  mine  are  powerful 
enough  to  describe. 

Quite  as  much  anxiety  had  been  felt  on 
the  same  subiect  in  a  different  quarter,  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  day,  at  the  Priory ; 
where  were  still  the  Aubreys,  who  had 
been  joined  a  week  before  by  Lord  and 
Lady  de  la  Zouch,  and  Mr.  Delnmere,  for 
he  had  come  over  with  them  from  the  Con- 
tinent. Mr.  Runnington  had  written  to  as- 
sure Mr.  Aubrey,  that  the  first  moment  of 
kis  being  able  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  evi- 
dence, he  would  come  down  poet  with  it« 
As,  however,  nine  o*clock  elapsed  without 
his  having  made  his  appearance,  Mr.  Dela- 
mere  slipped  out,  and,  without  announcing 
his  intention,  ordered  his  groom  to  have  his 
horses  in  readiness,  instantly;  and  within 
a  quarter  of  an  hour's  time  he  was  on  his 
way  to  town,  having  left  a  hasty  verbal 
message,  acquaiirting  Lord  and  Lady  de  la 
Zouch  of  the  object  of  his  sudden  move. 
"W hen  he  reached  Mr.  Runnington's  offices 
be  found  no  one  there,  to  his  infinite  disap- 
pointment* Having  slept  in  Dover  Street, 
he  reappeared  at  Mr.  Runnington's  about 
ten-o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  found  a 
ehaise  and  four  at  the  door,  into  which  Mr. 
RumiingtoB,  with  a  large  packet  under  his 
arm,  was  in  the  very  act  of  entering,  to  drive 
down  to  the  Priory. 

'•  How  is  it,  for  God's  sake  1"  said  Mr. 
Dehmeref  raBhiog  forward  to  Mr.  Roimliig- 


ton,  who  was  sufficiently  surpnsea  at  se^ 
ing  him. 

"  Oh,  thank  God !    The  battle's  ours!^ 
replied  M/.  Runnington,  with  delighted  ex- 
citement.  "The  murder's  out!    I'll  piedgo 
;  my  existence  that  within  six  months*  tin^ 
we  have  them  all  bacl^  at  Yatton !" 

"  You're  off,  are  not  you?"  inquired" De- 
lamere,  as  excited  as  himself.  ' 

**  To  be  sure,  won't  you  come  with  me  ?*• 
replied  Mr.  Runnington. 

•*  Rattle  away,  my  lads  I"  cried  out  Dela- 
mere  to  the  post-boys,  and  the  next  moment 
they  were  on  their  way,  and  at  indeed  a 
rattling  pace.  In  somewhere  about  an  how 
and  a  quarter's  time,  the  reekin?  horses 
and  dustv  chaise  dashed  up  to  the  nail  door 
of  the  rriory;  and,  as  Delamere  caught 
one  or  two  figures  standing  at  the  windows, 
he  waved  his  white  handkerchief  in  triumph 
through  the  chaise  window.  That  brought 
Lord  and  Lady  de  la  2iOuch,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Aubrev,  breathless  to  the  door;  out 
jumped  Delamere,  without  waiting  for  the 
steps  to  be  let  down,  and,  grasping  the  hands 
of  all  four,  exclaimed  with  enthusiasm, 
**  Victory !  Victory  !  but  where  is  she  1" 

"Somewhere  in  the  grounds,  sir,""  re- 
plied a  servant. 

"  Mr.  Runnington  will  tell  you  all'*— 
said  Delamere;  and,  sprin^ng  off  the  step, 
Vas  out  of  sight  in  a  twinkling,  in  quest  of 
Miss  Aubrey — burning  to  be  the  first  with 
the  joyful  news.^  He  soon  caught  sight  of 
her  graceful  fig^ire— she  was  standing  with 
her  back  towards  him,  apparently  in  a 
musing  posture,  gazing  at  the  bubbling 
rivulet.  Hearing  his  bounding  steps,  she 
turned  round,  and  startled  at  seeing  him. 

"  Oh,  Miss  Aubrey— Kate,  Kate !"— he 
stammered,  breathlessly  —  "By  heavens, 
we've  won!" — Miss  Aubrey  turned  very 
pale. 

"Ob,  Mr.  Delamere— yon  cannot  be— 
I  hffpe  you  are  not  mistaken" — said  she, 
faintly. 

"  On  my  sacred  word  of  honour,  I  have 
seen — ^I  have  read  it  all  myself!  ^Tis  as 
sure  as  that  the  sun  is  shining — 'Tis  all  up 
with  the  villains!"  Miss  Aubrey  made 
him  no  answer;  her  cheek  continued  white  ^ 
as  that  of  a  Statue ;  and  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  he  should  put  his  arm  round 
her, — if  he  had  not,  she  wohld  have  fallen. 

"  Come  ! — Come !  My  sweet,  my  lovely 
Kate !  Rouse  yourself !"  cried  he,  with  fond 
anxiety,  and  pressed  his  lips  gently  on  her 
forehead — a  liberty  of  which  she  was  pro- 
bably not  conscious,  for  she  made  no  show 
of  resistance.  Presently  she  heaved  a  deep 
sigh,  her  e^ea  o^xl'W^^^xA^^ccl^^s^JC^^^^*'^ 
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.iflbrt  to  disengage  henelf,  but  in  vain.  He 
^ras  supporting  her  on  one  knee— for  there 
was  no  i)ench  or  seat  within  view.  She 
burst  into  tears,  and  they  soon  rdiieYed  her 
pent-up  bosom  of  its  excitement. 

•(  Dearest  Kate— it's  gloriouanews,  and 
I  have  been  too  hasty  with  it." 

*»No— no— Mr.  Uelamere!  I  am  only 
overpowered  with  joy  and  with  gratitude ! 
•Oh,  Mr.  Delamere,  I  could  sink  out  of  your 
sight !" 

**  Poh !  my  own  an^el ! — Don*t  make  me 
^niserable  by  talking  m  that  strain.** 

**  Well,  what  snail  I  say  t**  cried  she, 
passionately,  bursting  a^n  into  tears,  and 
taming  her  face  from  him,  feeling  that  it 
was  reddening. 

**  Say^  Kate  1  That  you  will  let  me  love 
^ou,  and  will  love  me  in  return !  Come, 
my  own  Kate !  Heaven  smiles  on  you — 
ismile  you  on  hk/'*  She  spoke  not^— but 
sobbed,  her  face  still  averted  from  him. 

**  I  kiiow  you  wonH  say  me  nay,  Kate, 
if  it's  only  for  th^  newt  Tve  brought  you 
express"— said  Delamere,  ardenSy,  and 
imprinted  a  passionate  kiss  on  her  unre- 
sisting lips. 

*^My  sweet  Kate !  how  I  have  thought 
of  you  in  every  part  of  the  world  in  which 
IVe  been*'— commenced  Delamere,  after 
having  a  second,  and  a  third,  and  a  fourth 
time  imprinted  his  lips  upon  the  ripe  and 
rosy  lips  of  his  beautiful  mistress — ^and 
Heaven  only  knows  what  other  absurdities 
he  might  have  been  guilty  of,  when,  to 
Kate*s  inconceivable  embarrassment,  be- 
nold  a  sudden  turn  broujzht  them  full  in 
view  of  Lord  and  Lady  de  la  Zouch  and 
Mr.  Runnington. 

^'My  dear  Miss  Aubrey,**  cried  Lord  de 
la  Zouch,  **  we  have  come  to  congratulate 
vou  on  this  great  event  !'*  and  he  grasped 
her  affectionately  by  the  hands,  and  then 
Lady  de  la  Zouch  embraced  her  future 
daughter-in*law,  whose  cheeks  burned  like 
fire,  while  those  of  Mr.  Delamere  tingled  a 
little.  ^ 

**>  Upon  my  honour,  sir,  you  seem  to  have 
been  making  hay  while  the  sun  shines,** 
said  bis  lordship,  in  a  low  tone,  and  laugh- 
Ine,  having  left  Miss  Aubrey  and  Lady  de 
lalZouch  together  for  a  few  moments. 

**  Dearest  Lady  de  la  Zouch,  how  did 
my  brother  bear  it?'*  inquired  Miss  Aubrey. 

*^  He  bore  it  with  calmness,  though  he 
turned  very  pale;  but  poor  Mrs.  Aubrey 
was  very  painfully  excited — it  was  really 
i  most  affecting  scene.  But  she  is  much 
better  now— «hall  we  return  to  the  house  I 


Pmt  Im 


talking  nonMote   to    yoo.** 
blushed  deeply,  and  burst  into 

That  was  a  happy  day,  and  Mr.  Ria- 
nington,  havin?  been  compelled  to  staj  H 
dinner,  returned  home  at  a  late  hoar,feeui| 
already  richly  repaid  for  all  bis  exertien. 
Miss  Aubrey  sat  up  till  a  late  hour  in  ha 
own  room,  writing,  according  to  a  pr»> 
mise  she  had  given,  a  very  lon^  letter  to 
Dr.  Tatham,  in  which  she  g^^^  oim  as  faO 
an  account  as  she  coald  of  the  surprisiif 
and  decisive  event  which  had  happenel 
*Twas  quite  the  letter  of  a  daughter  to  • 
fond  father — full  of  ardent  affectioa,  aoi 
joyous  anticipations  of  seeing  him  aeiis; 
but  as  to  the  other  little  ineideiit  of  tb 
day,  which  concerned  heraelf  persooalij, 
Kate  paused — laid  down  her  pen  nsmmd 
it — blushed — ^hesitated — and  at  length  «► 
tinguished  her  taper  and  retired  to  rest,  af- 
ing  to  herself  that  she  would  Ikink  of  k, 
and  make  up  her  mind  by  the  morning. 

The  letter  went  off,  however,  after  aQ, 
without  the  slightest  allusion  to  the  poai> 
bility  of  its  lovely  writer  beoonung  a  iittaii 
Lady  de  la  Zouch. 

But  it  is  now  high  time  that  the  reads 
should  be  put  into  possession  of  the  impoi^ 
ant  disclosures  produced  by  the  ecelesi»> 
tical  inquiry :  and  we  must  lor  a  while  loM 
sight  of  the  happy  Aubreys,  and  the  gloooy, 
discomfited  Gammon,  in  order  to  beeooe 
acquainted  with  the  exact  state  of  BkH 
which  had  called  forth  such  violent  and  o^ 
posite  emotions. 

The  reader  may  possiblv  bear  in 
that  Mr.  Titmouse  had  established  hie 
to  succeed  to  the  Yatton  property,  then 
')oyed  by  Mr.  Aubrey,  by  nvaking  oottotht 
satisfaction  of  the  jury,  on  the  trial  at  Yoik, 
that  he,  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Titmouse,  w« 
descended  from  an  elder  branch  of  tht 
Aubrey  family :  that  there  had  existed  m 
unsaspected  ^male  descendant  of  Stepliea 
Dreddlington,  the  elder  brother  of  Geoffir^ 
Dreddlin^n,  through  whom  Mr.  Aobr^ 
derived  his  claim  to  the  successton;  aod 
that  this  obsoure  female  descendant  haid  ki 
issue  equally  obscure  and  unsuspeetedr-> 
viz.  Gabriel  Tittlebat  Titmouse, — ^to  wbou 
our  friend  Titmouse  vras  shown  to  be  beii* 
at-law.  In  ^t,  it  had  been  shown  iaopM 
court,  by  clear  and  satisfactory  evidesee, 
FHrsi,  that  the  aforesaid  Gabriel  Tittlelst 
Titmouse  was  the  direct  deseeadant  of 
Stephen  Dreddlington;  &eofi^,  the.i 
riage  of  Gabriel  Tittlebat  Titnaonse ;  7^ 
^,  the  birth  of  Tittlebat  Titmouse,  the  fiiH, 
and,  indeed,  the  only  issue  of  tluit  manitgs. 
All  these  were  not  only  proYed,  bat  QnqB» 


^ 


—By  the  way,"  added  sb^  ^j\%y  "now 

JpUTO  come  inio  your/ortunc^aa^viiti^HXii^ 
,  Kate— I— I  suppose  Ge<^TO^  \v!ja  V^Vx^ww^^'i^'^  ^^  ^T»asicifi(\^  x^  ^T^ 
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iliaiiae  U  thil  of  Aubrey,  resulltd  at  an  m> 
e? itable  inference,  and  the  verdict  went  ac- 
cordingly. But,  as  soon  as,  accordinff  to 
the  happy  and  invaluable  su^giestion  of  the 
Attorney-General,  a  rigid  inquiry  had  been 
instituted  on  ike  spot^  whence  the  oral  and 
docomentary  evidence  had  been  obtained  by 
Mr.  Gammon,  an  inquiry  conducted  by  per- 
sons infinitely  more  familiar  with  such  mat- 
ters than  common  lawyers,  those  acute  and 
indefatigable  inquisitors  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing the  following  remarkable  discovery.  It 
was  found  that  Uie  two  old  witnesses  who 
had  been  called  to  prove  that  part  of  the 
case,  on  the  trial,  had  since  died— one  of 
them  very  recently.  But  in  pushing  their 
inquiries,  one  or  two  other  old  witnesses 
were  met  with  who  had  not  been  called  by 
Mr.  Gammon,  even  if  he  had  been  aware 
of  their  enstence ;  and  one  of  these,  an  old 
man,  while  being  closely  interrogated  upon 
another  matter,  happened  to  let  fell  some 
ezpressioos  which  startled  the  person  mak- 
ing minutes  of  the  evidence ;  for  he  sp<^e 
of  Mr.  Titmouse's  mother  under  three  dif- 
ferent names,  (rrnhbimi  Oakiey^  sod  Johnson. 
Now,  the  proof  of  the  trial  had  been  simply 
the  marriage  of  Gabriel  Tittlebat  Titmouse, 
by  bans,  to  Janet  Johnson,  spintikr^  Either, 
thea,  both  the  witnesses  must  be  mistaken 
as  to  her  having  had  other  names,  or  there 
must  be  some  strange  mystery  at  the  bottom 
of  it—and  so  it  at  length  turned  out.  This 
woman's  maiden  name  had  been  Gubbins ; 
then  she  had  married  a  ropemaker,  of  the 
nuae  of  Oakley,  in  Staffordshire,  but  had 
separated  from  him,  after  two  or  three  years' 
quarrelsome  cohabitatioa,  and  gone  into 
Yorkshire,  where  she  had  resided  for  some 
time  with  an  aunt — in  fact,  no  other  a  per- 
son than  old  Blind  Bess.  Afterwards,  she 
had  beeome  aoquairited  with  Gabriel  Tittle- 
bat Titmouse ;  and,  to  conceal  the  fact  of 
her  previous  marriage,— .her  husband  being 
alive  at  the  time,--6ne  was  married  to  Gik 
briel  Titmouse^  under  the  name  of  **  John- 
son." Two  years  afterwards,  this  exem- 
plary female  died,  leaving  an  only  child, 
Tittlebat  Titmouse.  Shortly  afterwards, 
his  fethercame  up  to  London,  bringing  with 
him  his  little  son;  and  some  five  years 
afterwards  died,  leaving  a  few  hundred 
pounds  behind  him  for  the  bringing  up  of 
Tittlebat  decently<«Ba  dn^  undertaken  by  a 
distant  relative  of  his  father,  and  who  had 
been  dead  some  years.  Of  course.  Tit- 
moose,  at  the  time  when  he  was  first  pre- 
settled  to  the  reader,  knew  no  more  than  the 
d^d  of  his  •bein^  in  any  way  connected 
with  the  distinguished  family  of  the  Au- 
bieys  in  Yorksnire;  nor  of  the  very  un- 
pleasant eiroujBstsoces  attending  his  mo- 
thsr'e  ammag^p  with  which  the   reader 


has  just  been  made  a^uainled.  Nothing 
can  be  easier  than  to  conceive  how  Mr 
Gammon  might  have  been  able,  even  if  ac- 
quainted with  the  true  state  of  the  facts,  to 
produce  an  impregpable  case  in  court  by 
calling,  with  judgment,  only  that  evidence 
which  was  requisite  to  show  the  marriage 
of  Titmouse's  father  with  Janet  Johnson, 
vis.  an  examined  copy  of  an  entry  in  the 
parish  register  of  Griiston,  of  the  fact  of  the 
marriage  under  the  names  apecified,  and 
some  other  slight  evidence  of  the  identity  ^ 
of  the  parties.  How  was  the  Attorney- 
General,  or  any  one  advising  him,  to  have 
got  at  the  mystery  attending  the  name  of 
*^  Johnson,"  in  the  absence  of  suspicion 
pointed  precisely  at  that  circumstance  1 
The  defendant,  in  enaction  of  ejectment,  is 
necessarily  in  a  great  measure  in  the  dark, 
as  to  the  evidence  which  will  be  adduced 
against  him,  and  must  fi^tthe  evidence  as 
it  is  presented  to  bim  in  court;  and  the 
plahitiff's  attorney  is  generally  better  ad- 
vised than  to  bring  into  court  witnesses  who 
may  be  able,  if  pressed,  to  disclose  more 
tbsn  is  necessary  or  desirable ! 

The  way  in  which  Mr.  Gammon  beoamai 
acquainteci  wi^h  the  true  state  of  the  cas6 
was  singular.  While  engaged  in  obtainixur 
and  arranf^ing  the  evidence  in  support  of 
the  plaintiff's  case,  under  the  guidance  of 
Mr.  Lynx's  opinion,  Mx.  Gammon  stumbled 
upon  a  witness  who  dropped  one  or  two 
expressions,  which  suddenly  reminded  him 
of  two  like  documents  which  had  been 
some  time  before  put  into  his  possession, 
without  his  thfn  attaching  the  least  import- 
ance to  thera.  He  vras  so  disturbed  at  the 
coincidence,  that  he  returned  to  town  that 
very  night  to  inspect  the  papers  in  questioiu 
They  had  been  obtained  by  Snap  irom  old 
Blind  Bess:  in  fact,  {inter  not,)  he  had 
purloined  them  from  her  on  one  of  the  oc- 
casions of  his  being  with  her  in  the  manner 
long  ago  described,  having  found  them  in 
an  old  Bible,  which  was  in  a  still  older 
canvass  bag;  and  they  consisted  of,  first,  a 
lett^  from  one  James  Oakley  to  his  wife, 
informing  her  thst  he  was  dyin^,  and  that, 
having  heard  she  was  living  with  another 
man,  he  exhorted  her  to  leave  her  wicked 
courses  before  the  died ;  secondly,  a  letter 
from  one  Gabriel  Titmouse  to  his  wife,  re- 
proaching her  with  drunkenness  and  loose 
conduct,  and  saving  that  she  knew  as  well 
as  he  did,  that  he  could  transport  her  any 
day  he  liked;  therefore,  she  had  better 
mind  what  she  was  about%  This  letter  was 
written  in  the  eoniit^  jail,  where  he  had 
been  sent  for  some  oflence  sgainst  the  game-' 
laws.  Old  Blind  Bess  had  beetv  T«r$  WW 
\  wheiv  Yvet  tii%c^  «MOftX»\«^  ^\^\>sr.\  ^»^n 
I  thon^  aw^xa  oI>b«  ^v]A^>»  ^acs^^^^«i^>»« 
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neret  dreamed  of  the  coimexion  between 
the  mat  family  at  the  Hall  and  her  nieoe*8 
child.  These  were  the  two  docoments 
which  Mr.  Titmoase  had  destroyed,  on 
Gammon's  haTing  intrusted  them  for  a 
moment  into  his  hands.  Thoagh  I  do  not. 
attach  so  much  importance  to  them  as  Mr. 
Gammon  did,  since  1  cannot  see  how  they 
could  haTe  been  made  ayailable  evidence 
for  any  purpose  contemplated  by  Gammon^ 
I  am  not  surprised  at  his  doin?  so.  They 
were  infinitely  too  dangerous  documents  to 
admit  of  his  taking  the  opinion  of  counsel 
upon;  he  therefore  kept  them  entirely  to 
hmiself,  as  also  thediseorery  to  which  they 
led,  not  trusting  his  secret  e?en  to  either  of 
his  partners.  Before  the  case  had  come 
into  court,  Mr.  Gammon  had  been  in  pos- 
session of  the  faets  now  laid  for  the  first 
lime  before  the  reader ;  contemplating,  from 

,  the  first,  the  use  to  be  thereafter  made  of 
the  prodigious  power  he  should  have  be- 
come possessed  of,  in  aid  of  his  own  per- 
sonal advancement.    Tims  was  Titmouse 

'base-bom  indeed,  in  fact,  doubly  illegiti- 


aware  of  her  harinff  done  so.  On  her  relB» 
ing,  and  informing  mm  of  what  riie  had  doB, 
it  roused  htm  from  his  lethargy,  and,  mat 
from  the  sofa,  he  desired  her  to  go  bai^ttl 
request  the  medical  man  not  to  come,  u  it 
was  unnecessary.  HeaTing  profound  siglH, 
he  proceeded  to  bis  dressing-roooi,  got 
through  his  toilet,  and  then  sat  down  to  ti» 
breakfast  table,  and  for  the  first  tnae  ma^ 
a  very  powerful  effort  to  address  his  vaai 
to  the  awful  nature  of  the  emergency  into 
which  he  was  driven.  Mr.  Quod  soon  tfur 
made  his  appearance. 

*'This  is  a  very — ttery  u^fy  huthm, 
Mr.  Gammon !"  quoth  he,  with  a  gioomy 
countenance,  as  he  sA  down ;  ^  I  lode  spot 
it  there's  an  end  to  the  suit— eh  ?** 

**  It  is  not  likely  that  we  shall  stir  fbrth^, 
certainly,"  replied  Mr.  Gammon,  with  i 
desperate  efiort  to  speak  calmly  :  then  tboe 
was  a  pause. 

**  Aud  I  should  think  the  matter  eao*t  ed 
kere;^^  |>fesently  added  Mr.  Quod.  ^WiA 
•such  evidence  as  this,  of  conne,  tbejH 
attack  Yatton  !** 


mate;  for,  first,  his  mother  was  guilty  of  <      **Then  I  am  prepared  to  reaiat  thea," 


bigamy  in  marrying  his  father;  and,  se- 
condly, had  that  not  been  so,  her  marrying 
under  a  Tifilse  name  was  sufficient  to  make 
the  marriage  utterly  void,  and  equally,  of 
course,  to  bastardize  her  issue. 

Sudi,  then,  wks  the  damning  discovery 
effected  by  the  ecclesiastical  coram ission, 
and  which  would  by-and-by  blaaon  to  the 
whole  world  the  astounding  fact,  that  this 
doubly  base-bom  little  miscreant  had  been 
enabled,  by  the  profound  machinations  of 
Mr.  Gammon,  not  only  to  deprive  Mr.  Au- 
brey of  the  Yatton  estates,  but  also  to  in- 
termarry with  the  Lady  Cecilia,  the  last  of 
the  direct  line  of  the  noble  Dreddlingtons 
and  Drelincourts,  to  defile  the  blood,  andir 

blight  the  honour,  of  perhaps  the  oldest  andr  any  more  in  the  cause  I     Becaoae  we 

the  pioudest  of  the  nobility  of  England/  decide  at  once,  it's  no  use,  I  should  sij, 


Upon  Mr.  Gammon,  it  lit  like  a  thunder- 
holu  For  many  hovirs  he  seemed  to  have 
been  utterly  crushed  and  blasted  by  it.  His 
faculties  appeared  paralyzed.  He  was  to- 
tally incapable  of  realizing  his  position,  of 
contemplating  the  prodigious  and  appalling 
consequences  whioh  must  inevitably  and 

almost  immediately  ensue.  Helavnponthe  .couree  he  ought  to  pursne.     He  had 

S0&  the  whole  night  without  closing  his   truly,  to  do  so,  for  he  yery  shortly  fbos^ 
eyes,  or  having  moved  a  muscle  since  he  had   ^^-^*^-  "^-^  --  ^--»  - -•^  .    *- 

thrown  himself  dovm  upon  it.  His  laundress , 
came  in  with  his  bed-candle,  trimmed  the 
lamp,  stirred  the  fire,  and  withdrew,  suppos- 


.said  Gammon;  conyinoed  in  his  own 
that  the  sole  object  of  Mr.  Quod's  visit  w» 
.to  see  after  the  payment  of  his  bill ;  a  res- 
sonable  anxiety,  surely,  eonaideriiBg  Ihi 
J  untoward  issue  of  the  proceedings. 

**  How  could  all  this  haye  escaped  a^ 

in  getting  up  the  case  for  the  trial  I"  mU 

Gammon,  after  a  pause,  darting  aa 

<and  furtive  glance  at  his  companion. 

**  Ay,  I  hope  this  will  teach  yos 
mon-law  fellows,  that  there's  a  triek  or  two 
worth  knowing  at  Doctors'  CoBunoss!* 
replied  Mr.  Quod.  ^  D*ye  remeoiber  wkat 
I  told  you  at  starting  ?     How  was  it,  d^ft 


say,  you  couldn't  find  it  out  I  No  one  eoaM, 
till  we  did !    But,  by-the-way,  do  we  %kt 


going  to  the  expense  of  a  heariag"- 

^^  I  will  give  you  an  answer  in  the  coune 
of  the  day,  Mr.  Quod,"  repli^  Gammoa; 
and  succeeded  in  getting  riid  of  bis  visiter, 
for  the  present:  and  then  r»erused  the 
whole  of  the  evidence,  and  considered  witk> 
in  himself,  as  well  as  he  was  able,  wktt 


that  he  had  to  deal  with  an  enemy  in  Mr. 

Runnington,unoomproroising'and  unreietf- 

ing,  whose  movements  were  eqnally  prompl, 

,     , .         vigorous,  and  skilful.     That    geatlenMs, 

ing  him  asleep.  The  fire  went  out,  then  the  foflowing  np  his  blow,  and  acting  ante 


lamp,andwhen,abouteigbto'clock  the  next  [the  advice  of  the  Attomey^Genoral,  vbs 

morning,  his  laundress  reappeared,  be  still  had  just  returned  to  town  for  the< 

iay  on  the  sofa;  and  a  gVimpaa  oi  \i\a  ^^^Wnox  tSl  >inA  \»nl  year^  via.  Michaehns 


iJid  haggard  face  alanned  \ieT  fw»J^3  ^  ^oA. V^wm,  tox  ^  ^  ^^*.  ^QGKMsK.^'^Bsictsi^  lit 
•lie  w«Dt  for  a  medical  m^V^eioxaYAHi^a'^^wffls^  ^\^  \is*5fis«»i».  \^ - 
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it  for  a^minUtratiofi ;  but  found  tlmt 
emy  in  that  <)uarter  bad  struck ;  Mr. 
formally  notified  bis  abandonment  of 
ition  on  tbe  part  of  Mr.  Titmouse. 
r  80  good.  Mr.  Runnington'a  next 
W3S  to  go  down  into  Staflbrdsbire 
orksnim,  accompanied  by  Mr.Poance, 
^  his  own  experieneed  confidential 
in  order  to  ascertain  stilJ  more  dis- 
r  and  conclusively  the  nature  of  the 
ice  which  was  in  existence  irapeach- 
e  legitimacy  of  Mr.  Titmouse.  His 
ies  were  so  satisfactory,  that,  within 
k  of  his  return  to  town,  he  had  caused 
ion  of  ejectment  to  be  brought  for  tbe 
try  of  the  whole  of  the  Yatton  pro- 
;^nd  copies  of  the  **  declaration*^  to 
rved  on  Mr.  Titmouse,  and  on  every 
;  in  possession  upon  the  estate.  Then 
ised  notices  to  be  served  on  every  one 
)  tenants,  calling  upon  them  not  to 
mt  in  future  to  any  one  except  Charles 
y,  Esquire,  or  bis  agents  by  him  law- 
appointed  ;  and  caused  a  formal  de- 
of  the  title-deeds  of  the  estate  to  be 
rith  ^t^erved  upon  Mr.  Titmouse, 
-s.  Bloodsucjc  and  Son,  and  Messrs. 
,  Gammon,  and  Snap;  and  also  ad- 
unents  to  be  inserted  in  the  newspa- 
0  caution  all  persons  against  advancing 
f  on  mortgage  or  on  other  security  ot 
atton  property,  **  formerly  in  posses- 
)f,  and  now  claimed  by,  Charles  Au- 
Esq.t  but  at  present  wrongfully  held 
ittlebat  Titmouse,  Esq.,  M.  r.,  and 
e  recovery  of  which  an  action  has 
commenced,  and  is  now  pending;** 
Iso  from  advancing  money  **on  the 
or  security  of  a  certain  bond  condi- 
.  in  the  penalty  of  j020,000  for  the 
Bnt  to  Tittlebat  Titmouse  of  Jgl0,000, 
interest,  on  or  before  the  24  th  day  of 
ry  next,  and  dated  the  26th  July,  18 — , 
gned  by  Lord  de  la  Zouch  and  Charles 
ly,  Esq.,  the  same  having  been  obtain- 
undue  means,  and  on  fraudulent  pre- 
«f  money  being  due  from  the  said 
es  Aubrey,  Esq.,  to  tbe  aforesaid 
bat  Titmouse.** 

ise  advertisements,  and  certain  para- 
s  relating  to  the  same  matter,  which 
their  way  into  the  newspapers,  to  the 
irnauon  of  Gammon,  came  under  the 
r  the  Duke  of  Tantallan,  and  struck 
iumb  with  dismay  and  horror  at  so 
ve  and  public  a  corroboration  of  his 
fears.  A  similar  effect  it  produced 
Miss  Macspleuchan,  who,  however, 
eded  in  keeping  them  for  some  time 
he  observation  of  the  unfortunate  Eafl 
reddlington.  But  tliere  were  certain 
persons  in  whom  these  announcements 
d  an  amazimr  degree  of  excitament  and 

at 


affitation;  viz.,  three  Jewish  gtentlemen, 
MoRDKCAi  Grips,  Mephibosheth  Mahar* 

SHALAI^BASH-BAZ,  and   ISRABL  FaNO,  who 

were  at  present  the  depositaries  of  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse's title-deeds,  with  a  lien  upon  them, 
as  they  had  fondly  imagined,  to  the  extent 
of  nearly  seventy  thousand  pounds,  that 
being  the  amount  of  money  they  had  ad- 
vanc^,  in  hard  cash,  to  Mr.  Titmouse, 
upon  mortgage  of  his  Yatton  estates.  The 
last  of  these  unfortunate  gentlemen,  old  Mr. 
Fang,  had  advanced  no  less  a  sum  than 
thirty  thousand  pounds.  He  had  been  the 
first  applied  to,  and  had  most  fortunately 
taken  a  collateral  security  for  the  whole 
sum  advanced ;  viz.,  a  bond,  tbe  bond  of 
our  old  friend,,** Thomas  Tao-rag,  draper 
and  mercer,  of  No.  375,  Oxford  Street,  and 
Satin  Lodge,  Claphaiu,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex.'*  As  soon  as  ever  the  dismayed 
Israelite,  by  his  attorney,  had  ascertained, 
by  inquiry  at  the  office  of  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap,  where  all  was  confu- 
sion, that  there  really  was  a  claim  set  up 
to  the  whole  of  the  estates,  on  behalf  of 
him  who  had  been  so  recently  and  suddenly 
dispossessed  of  tliem,  he  exclaimed  in  an 
ecstasy,  **  Oh,  ma  Got !  oh,  ma  dety  Got ! 
Shoo  Tag-rag !  Shoo  on  the  bond !  Looshe 

no  time** and  he  was  obeyed.   'I*errible 

to  tell,  two  big  bum-bailiffs  the  next  day 
walked  straight  into  the  shop  of  Mr.  Tag- 
rag,  who  was  sitting  in  his  little  closet  at 
the  further  end,  with  his  pen  in  his  hand, 
busily  checking  some  bills  just  made  out, 
and  without  the  least  ceremony  or  hesita- 
tion hauled  bim'oflf,  hardly  giving  him  time 
to  put  his  hat  on,  but  gruffly  uttering  in  his 
ear  some  such  astounding  words  as  **  Thirty 
thousand  pounds  !**  He  resisted  desperate- 
ly, shouting  out  for  help,  on  which  all  the 
young  men  jumped  over  the  coanters,  and 
seemed  to  be  coming  to  the  rescue !  while 
one  or  two  female  customers  rushed  affrighU 
ed  out  of  the  shop.  In  sKt^tt,  there  was  a 
perfect  panic  in  the  shop ;  though  the  youne 
men  merely  crowded  round,  and  clamoured 
loudly,  without  venturing  upon  a  cq^fiflict 
with  the  two  burly  myrmidons  of  the  law, 
who  clapped  their  prize  into  a  coach  that 
was  standing  opposite,  Mr.  Tag-rag,  froth- 
ing at  the  mouth,  and  with  impassioned 
gesticulation,  protesting  that  he  would  have 
them  both  transported  to  Botany  Bay  on 
the  morrow*  They  laughed  at  him  good 
humouredly, and  indue  time  depositea  him 
safely  in  the  lock-up  of  Mr.  Vice,  who,  on 
seeing  that  he  was  disposed  to  be  trouble* 
some,  thrust  him  unceremoniously  into  the 
large  room  in  which^  it  may  be  recollected 
Mr.  Aubrey  had  been  f<«  ^  feni  \&\ClK^ft^ 
.  incaiceiuUid,  ^t\^  \e.^  \a\sixM^\v»%^^>5Si.  V^ 
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iimied  far  aldoff  while  in  a  state  bi>rderine 
OD  freiizy.  Inoeed,  he  must  haye  fancied 
that  the  devil  had  made  it,  just  then,  bis 
pamcular  business  to  worry  and  ruin  him  f 
tor  what  do  you  think  had  happened  to  biro 
only  two  days  before  ?  an  event  which  had 
convulsed  Clapham  to  its  centre ;  so  much, 
at  least,  of  Clapham  as  knew  of  the  exist-* 
ence  of  the  Ta^-rass  and  the  Reverend  Dis- 
mal Horror,  his  chapel,  and.  congreeration. 
That  young  shepherd  of  feithful  souls  hav- 
ing long  cherished  feelings  of  ardent  fond- 
ness towards  one  gentle  lamb  in  his  flock 
in  particular,  viz.,  Tabitha  Tag-rag,  who 
was  the  only  child  of  the  wealthiest  mem- 
ber of  his  little  church,  took  upon  himself 
to  lead  her,  nothing  loath,  a  very  long  and 

Sleasant  ramble;  in  plain  English,  Mr. 
dismal  Horror  had  eloped  with  the  daugh- 
ter of  his  head  deacon,  to  the  infinite  scan- 
dal and  disgust  of  his  congregation,  who 
forthwith  met  and  deposed  him  from  his 
pulpit;  after  which  his  father-in-law  so- 
lemnly made  his  will,  bequeathing  every 
thing  be  had  to  a  newly-established  Dis- 
senters* college;  and  the  next  day,  beinff 
just  about  the  time  that  the  grim  priest  of 
Gretna  was  forging  the  bonds  of  Hymen 
for  the  happy  and  lovely  couple  before  him, 
Mr.  Tag-rag  was  hauled  off  in  the  way  that 
I  have  mentioned ;  which  two  occurrences 
would  have  the  effect  of  enabling  Mr.  Dis- 
mal Horror  to  prove  the  disinterestedness 
of  his  attachment ;  an  opportunity  for  which 
he  vowed  that  he  panted,  inasmuch  as  he 
and  she  had  become,  indeed,  all  the  world 
to  each  other.  He  must  now  go  into  some 
other  line  of  business,  in  order  to  support 
his  fond  and  lovely  wife;  and,  as  for  Tag- 
rag,  his  pious  purposes  were  frustrated  sil- 
together.  There  was  no  impeaching  the 
validity  of  the  bond  held  by  the  infuriate 
and  inexorable  Jew  who  had  arrested  him, 
and  who  dhzilY  had  been  no  party  to  any 
fraud  by  whicn^Mf  any,  the  signature  of 
Mr.  Tag-rag  had  been  procured  to  the  bond. 
Mr.  Tag-rag's  attorney,  Mr.  Snout,  instant- 
ly call^  upon  Messrs.  Quirk,  Gammon, 
and  Snap,  to  inquire  into  the  particulars  of 
the  astounding  transaction  by  which  his 
client  had  been  drawn  into  so  ruinous  a 
liability,  but  wi^s  very  cavalierly  treated ; 
for  he  was  informed  that  Mr.  Tag^-rag  must, 
in  their  opinion,  have  lost  his  senses,  at  all 
events  his  memory ;  for  that  he  had  most 
deliberately  executed  the  bond,  after  its  na- 
ture had  been  fully  explained  to  him  by  Mr. 
Gammon,  and  his  signature  was  witnessed 
and  attested  in  the  usual  way  by  a  clerk  in 
the  office,  and  also  in  vVie  ^t^aeti^^  o^  ^Vl  the 


was,  that  he  had  been  called  in  smdilbli 
see  Mr.  Tag«niff  execute  the  boDd,aaiBi 
seen  and  heara  him  deliberately  ngi  «i 
say  he  delivered  it  as  hie  act  and  deed, ft. 
Snout  hurried  back  to  his  firenxted  cBhh, 
and  endeavoured,  for  a  long  while,  vift 
praiseworthy  patience,  to  reason  with  bis, 
explaining  to  nim  the  glaring  improlnh% 
of  his  version  of  the  affair.  Tbit  M  a 
verr  high  words  indeed  between  theiB,ai 
at  length  Mr.  Tag-ra^  actually  spit  is  lii 
face:  and  Mr.  Snout,  being  a  very  Itfi 
man,  and  unable  to  reeent  the  insult  efieli> 
ally,  instantly  quitted  the  room,  exprenif 
his  firm  belier  that  Mr.  Tag-rtg  wv  i 
swindler,  and  he  would  no  more  be  en* 
cemed  for  a  person  of  that  descrtptian.  K. 
Tag-rag  could  not  get  bail  for  so  frigMii 
an  amount;  so  he  committed  an  tettf 
bankruptcy,  by  remaining  in  prison  k 
three  weeks.  Down,  then,  came  s9  lii< 
creditors  upon  him  in  a  heap,  espeddij 
the  Jew;  a  rattling  bankruptcy  enssri; 
the  upshot  of  the  whole  being,  to  laiiei- 
pate,  however,  a  little,  that  a  first  sod  id 
dividend  was  declared  of  three  farthbgik 
the  pound ;  for  it  turned  out  that  be  M 
been  apeculaiins  a  great  deal  more  te 
any  one  had  baa  the  least  idea  of.  I  oi{^ 
however,  to  have  mentioned  that,  it  im 
as  Mr.  Tag-rag  had  become  bankrupt,  ai 
his  assignees  had  been  appointed,  ib^ 
caused  an  indictment  to  be  preferred  aMtf 
Mr.  Titmouse,  and  Messrs.  Quirk,  u» 
mon,  and  Snap,  for  fraud  and  conspharji 
obtaining  the  oond  from  Mr.  Tag-ra^;  fli 
on  the  same  grounds,  made  an  apphciiiflb 
fortified  by  strong  aflldavits,  to  the  Lai 
Chancellor,  to  strike  them  all  off  tbe  rrik 
In  addition  to  all  this,  the  two  other  oafo- 
tunate  mortgagees,  Mordecai  Gripe,  oi 
Mephibosheth  Alahar-shalal-hash-bai,  vk 
had  no  security  at  all  for  their  adnsea 
except  the  title-deeds  of  the  estate,  tod  di 
personal  covenant  of  Mr.  Titmouse,  botf 
the  office  in  Saffron  Hill  from  momis;  1 
night,  like  a  couple  of  frantic  fiends,  flri 
nearly  drove  poor  old  Mr.  Quirk  out  of  H 
senses.  Mr.  Snap  was  peremptory  aod  » 
Solent;  while  Gammon  seldom  made  ha 
appearance,  and  would  see  no  one  it  Ml 
private  residence,  pleading  serious  iofi» 
position. 

After  anxious  reflection,  Mr.  Gammon ii 
not  absolutely  despair  of  extricating  bi» 
self  from  the  perils  with  which  he  wssm^ 
sonally  environed.  As  for  certain  ni 
hopes  of  |)olitical  advancement,  afierwblA 
inaeed,  his  soul  pined,  he  did  not  despil 
of  prevailing  on  his  friend  at  head-qoaniiii 


three  partners.    On  heaniv^  «\\  \\vw  ^xA\\A^V^\^V^\«.\N«Aa^VitedlY  rendefedi 
examining    Mr.    ATOitvadab,   v»\vo  «»x«AA%\^«t7\Jv<i'^^\vsssi^  ^^:^«^RSfe!^«^^.T«:i>«sal^^   \ 
iHthout  imy  hesiUtioii,  aa^kve  ^aicit  \u^r^Mvs^o^faV^a  ^x«iv^^  Si«.  -wsx^^^ii^ 
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hMA  hefaHan  him«  in  the  advefse  verdict  for 
^le  bribery  penalties,  even  should  he  fail  in 
his  motion  to  defeat  that  yerdict  in  the  en- 
suing term.  He  had  had  a  distinct  intima- 
tion thatr— that  one  obstacle  remoTod-^a 
yecy  important  and  influential  situation  un- 
der eovemment  was  within  his  reach,  fiut, 
alas  I  this  last  oyerwhelminfir  misfortune— 
now  could  he  possibly  evade  or  surmount 
It  1  What  human  ingenuity  or  intrepidity 
^Quld  avail  to  extricate  him  from  the  con- 
sequences of  his  avowal  to  Misf  Aubiey, 
2pd  his  counter-statements  to  the  Duke  of 
Tantallan  and  Miss  Macspleuchan ;  to  say 
bothing  of  the  Ead  of  Dreddlin^nt  He 
cesolved  to  risk  it — to  rely  on  his  own  re- 
sources,  and  the  chapter  of  accidents.  The 
mere  presence  of  difficulty,  strung  his  nerves 
-  to  encounter  it  He  resolved  to  rely  on  the 
impossibility  of  fixing  him  directly  with  a 
knowledge  of  Uie  rottenness  of  Titmouse's 
pretensions — ai  all  events,  till  a  period  con- 
siderably subsequent  to  the  trial,  and  Tit- 
xpouse's  marriage  with  the  Lady  Cecilia.  It 
occurred  to  him,  as  calculated,  moreover,  to 
aid  his  contemplated  movements,  if  he  could 
find  a  fair  pretext  for  throwing  overboard 
h)b9  partners,  especially  Mr.  Cfuirk — satis- 
ned  that  his  own  uniform  caution  had  pre- 
te^i^ted  him  from  committing  himselt  to 
tfljaod— or  at  least  had  deprived  them  of 
ly^ans  of  provinjg  it.  He  very  soon  met 
^ith  an  opportunity,  of  which  be  promptly 
ayniled  himself. 

Some  week  or  ten  days  aAer  the  com- 
ifl^Dcement  of  the  term,  Mr.  Quirk  was 
talking  down  Parliament  Street  on  his 
i^aj  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  hoping, 
i^pongst  other  things,  to  near  the  Court  say 
whether  they  would  grant  or  refuse  a  rule 
fifjf  for  a  new  trial,  in  a  certain  cause  of 
WiQI'KY  9.  Gammon,  which  had  been  moved 
fbr  oh  the  first  day  of  term  by  the  Attorney- 
Qeneral,  and  which  Lord  Widdrington  had 
^id  the  Court  would  take  a  day  or  two's 
time  to  consider.  Mr.  Quirk's  eye  caught 
^e  figure  of  a  person,  a  few  steps  in  ad- 
Vance  of  him,  which  he  fancied  he  had  seen 
llefore.  In  a  few  minutes'  time,  the  old 
gentleman  was  covered  with  a  cold  per- 
spiration ;  for  in  a  young  man,  about  thirty 
years  old,  decently  dressed — ^thin,  sallow, 
and  wearing  a  very  depressed  air— Mr. 
Qnick  Veoognised  Mr.  Steogahs — a  gentle- 
man whom  he  had  imagined  to  be  at  that 
moment  comfortably  settlejj^at  ^ta^y  Bay ! 
This  was  the  individuaI,M^  may  be  recol- 
lected, whose  execrable  hieacb  of  trust, 
^hen  a  clerk  of  Mr.  Parkinson's  at  G.rils- 
tpiiy  had  led  to  Mr.  Quirk's  discovery  of 
me  infirmity  in  Mr.  Aubrey's  title.  The 
fact  was,  that  Mr.  Steggara  h^d  quitted 
£pgfand,   horribljr   disgusted    wjth    Mr. 


Quirk's  condoct  towaids  Liai ;  and  had  alsQ 
subsequently  experienced  some  little  re- 
morse on  account  of  his  own  mean  and 
cruel  conduct  towards  a  gentleman  and  his 
amiable  family,  who  had  never  given  him 
thfe  slightest  pretext  for*ho8tiIity  or  revenge* 
He  had  contrived  to  make  his  teelings  upon 
the  subject  known  to  the  official  indiviooal 
at  Botany  Bay,  who  had  given  him  an  op« 
portunity  of  explaining  matters  fully  to  the 
authorities  at  home^-the  principal  of  whom, 
the  Home  Secretary,  had  been,  and,  indeed* 
continued  to  be,  a  warm  personal  friend  ot 
Mr.  Aubrey's.  Tliis  minister  caused  in-» 
quiries  to  be  made  concerning  Steggais's 
behaviour  while  abroad,  which  were  so 
satisfactorily  answered  as  to  procure  a  re-» 
mission  of  the  remainder  of  his  sentence, 
just  as  he  was  entering  upon  his  fourth 
year's  service  at  Botany  Bay.  Imme- 
diately on  his  return — which  had  taken 
place  only  a  few  days  before  the  commence- 
ment of  Michaelmas  term — he  sought  out 
Mr.  Aubrey's  attorneys,  Messrs.  Running- 
ton,  and  put  them  fully  ia  possession  of  all 
the  facts  of  the  case  relating  to  Mr.  Quirk's 
grossly  dishonourable  conduct  in  obtaining 
and  acting  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  sup- 
posed defect  in  Mr.  Aubrey's  title.  Upon 
Mr.  Qiurl's  coming  alongside  of  this  gen- 
tleman^  and  looking  at  him  with  a  most 
anxious  inquisiliveness,  he  encountered  a 
fearfully  significant  glance—and  then  Mr. 
Steggars,  in  a  very  pointed  and  abrupt  man* 
ner,  crossed  over  the  street  for  the  purpose 
of  avoiding  him.  He  was  so  dreadfully 
disconcerted  by  this  oqpurrence,  that  instead 
of  going  on  to  court,  where  he  would  have 
heard  Mr.  Gammon's  rule  for  a  new  trial 
refused,  he  retraced  his  steps  homeward,  and 
arrived  at  the  office  just  as  the  clerk  was 
inquiring  for  him ;  and  who,  on  seeing  him, 
put  into  nis  hands  the  following  startling 
document,  being  a  rule,  which  had  been 
Gfrant^d  the  day  before,  by  the  Court  oC 
King's  Bench : — 

^^On  reading  the  affidavit  of  Jonathan 
Stkggars,  the  affidavits  of  James  Parkinson 
and  Charles  Runnington,  and  the  paper-writ^ 
ing  marked  A,  all  hereunto  annexed,  and  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Attorney-General,  it  is 
ordered,  that  Caleb  Quirk,  gentleman,  attor- 
ney of  this  honourable  Court,  do,  on  Wed- 
nesday  next,  in  this  present  term,  show 
cause  why  he  should  not  forthwith  deliver 
up  to  Charles  Aubrey,  Esquire,  the  deeds 
and  documents  specified  in  the  paper- 
writing  hereto  aimexed,  marked  A^  and 
aisQ,  why  he  should  not  answer  the  malUrs 
contatnea  in  the  said  affidavits." 

"  0  Lord !"  exclaimed  Mt.  Q^ivk.^^^ii^x 

Gammon;  W%  aa  \ia>iai^\ve^V^^  \tfA\i>vife>'<t. 
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n^/^jLdUKumV*  inquired  Mr.  Qiiizk«  ghaimng 
«?N«j  keeniy  at  his  friend. 

^*  Wanted  you  to  forge  a  tombstone,  Mr  !^* 
echoed  Gammon. 

^Ay!  a^!  Forge  a  toml>elone  T'  repeat- 
ed Mr»  Qourk,  dropping  bis  Toioe. 

**  Upon  my  woni  and  banour,  Mr.  Quirk, 
I  plU  yon !  Voa  have  lost  your  senees !" 

*^  Yon  wanted  me  to  forge  a  tombetone ! 
D--d  if  you  didn't !" 
^  **  YoQ  bad  better  go  home,  Mr.  Quirk, 
and  take  some  physio  to  clear  your  head, 
for  I  am  sure  you're  going  wrong  alto- 
gether!'* said  Gammon. 

**  O,  Gammon !  Ar'n't  you  ashamed  of 
Tonrself  1  Come—honour  among  tbieyes ! 
Be  honest  for  once" 

**  Your  conduct  is  so  extrsoTdinarjr,  Mr. 
Quirk,  that  I  must  request  you  to  leaTe  my 
Doom,  sir"—— 

««I  sha'n*t,  it's  mine  too;"  quoth  Quirk, 
Miapbing  his  finders,  with  a  d^iperate  air. 

**Then  I  will,  sir,"  replied  Gammon, 
with  a  low  bow;  and,  taking  up  bis  hat, 
OMved  towards  the  door. 

>*  You  sha'n't.  Gammon,  you  musVt!" 
eried  Quirk,  but  in  vain.  Mr.  Gammon  had 
taken  his  final  departure,  leaTing  Mr.  Quirk 
eo  the  Teiy  veige  of  madness.  By-and-by 
lie  went  into  Snap's  room,  who  sat  there 
the  picture  of  misery  and  terror;  for  wbere- 
•e  it  had  always  seemed  to  him  that  be  bad 
nelrer  been  fairly  admitted  into  the  confi- 
denee  of  his  senior  partners  in  the  very  im- 

ruit  matters  which  had  been  going  on 
the  last  two  years— now,  that  eyery 
Ihing  was  going  wrong,  be  was  candidly 
given  credit  by  Mr.  Quirk  and  Mr.  Gammon 
for  having  lent  a  helping  hand  to  every  thing 
from  the  very  beginning !  In  fact,  be  was 
frightened  out  of  bis  wits  at  the  terrible 
tani  things  were  taking.  Twas  he  that 
had  to  stand  the  brant  of  the  horrid  badger- 
inff  of  the  three  Jews ;  he  was  included  in 
liu£«rdozen  indictments  for  fraud  and  con- 
spiracy, at  the  instance  of  these  three  ac- 
eorsed  Jews,  and  of  the  assignees  of  Mr. 
TtL^-^ng;  and  Heaven  only  could  form  a 
notion  of  what  other  things  were  in  store  for 
him  I  He  wondered  vastly  that  they  had 
not  contrived  to  stick  his  name  into  the 
al^Fdavits  which  had  that  day  come  in,  and 
which  seemed  to  have  turned  Mr.  Quirk's 
bead  upside  down.  But,  conscious  of  his 
-own  innocence,  he  resolved  to  bold  on  to 
she  last,  with  a  view,  in  the  event  of  the 
partnership  blowing  up,  of  scraping  to- 
gether a  nice  little  practices  out  of  the 
mmisnts. 

Half  recklessly,  and  half  in  furtherance 
ef  some  designs  which  he  was  forming, 
Oammon  foDowed  up,  on  the  ensuing  morik- 
4»gf  hu  more  with  Mr.  Quirk,  by  sending 
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to  him  and  to  Mr.  Snap  a  format  written 
notice  of  his  intention  to  retire  from  the 
partnership,  in  conformity  with  the  provi* 
sions  of  their  articles,  at  the  end  x)(  a  calen* 
d^r  month  from  the  date;  and  he  resolved 
to  take  no  part  at  all  in  the  matter  to  which 
Mr.  Quirk's  attention  had  been  so  siemly 
challenged  by  the  court  of  King's  Bench, 
leaving  Mr.  Quirk  to  struggle  through  it  a» 
best  be  might.   But  what  was  Mr.  Gammon 
to  do  I  He  could  not  stir  a  step  in  any  direc* 
tion  for  want  of  money,  getting  every  houi 
more  and  more  involfea  and  harassed  on 
this  score.    The  ecclesiastical  suit  he  had 
^iven  up,  and  Mr.  Quod  had  instantly  sent 
m  his  heavy  bill,  requiring  immediate  pay- 
ment, reminding  Mr.  Gammon  that  be  bad 
pledged  himself  to  see  him  paid,  whatever 
might  be  the  issue.    Here  was  an  action 
of  ^ectment,  on,  a  tremendous  scalet.acr 
tually  commenced;  and  being  vigx)rously 
carried  on  for  the  recovery  of  every  acre  of 
the  Yatton  property.  Was  it  to  be  resisted  ] 
Where  were  the  funds  1     Here  he  waS| 
again,  already  a  defendapt  in  four  indict- 
ments, charging  fraud  and  conspiracy,  pro- 
ceedings enUiling  roost  destructive  expense ; 
and  his  motion  for  a  new  trial  in  the  action 
lor  the  bribery  penalty  having  failed,  he  was 
now  liable  to  pay,  almost  instantly,  some 
jS2500to  the  plaintiff,  for  debt  and  costs. 
As  foTjthe  balance  of  their  bill  against  A  r. 
Aubrey,  that  was  melting  away  hourly  in 
the  taxing-office ;  and  the  undoiibted  result 
would  be  an  action  against  them,  at  the 
suit  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  for  a  malicious  arres^ 
Was  it  possible,  thought  Gammon,  to  make 
the  two  promissory  notes  of  Mr.  Aubrey 
available,  by  discontinuing  the  actions,  and. 
endorsing  over  the  notes  at  a  heavy  dis» 
count  1  He  took  an  opinion  upon  the  poiil., 
which  was  to  effect  that  such  a  step  coulo 
not  be  taken,  so  as  to  give  any  third  party 
a  better  right  against  Mr.  Aubrey  than  Mr, 
Titmouse  had.    But  even  had  this  been 
otherw#Be,  an  unexpected  obstacle  arose  in 
Mr.  Spitfire,  who  nOw  held  Mr.  Gammon 
at  arms'  length,  and  insisted  on  going  for- 
ward with  the  actions,  when  he,  in  his  turn, 
was,  as  it  were,  checkmated  by  a  move  of 
Mr.  Runninffton's  in  the  court  of  chancery ; 
where  he  obtained  an  injunction  against 
proceeding  with  the  actions,  till  the  result 
of  the  pending  action  of  ejectment  should 
have  been  ascertained;  and,  in  the  event 
of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  recovering,  an 
account  taken  of  the  mesne  profits  which 
had  been  received  by  Mr.  Titmouse.    Ne 
one,  of  course,  would    now    advance    s 
farthing  on  mortgage  of  Mr.  Titmouse's 
interest  in  the  \^\x««i  -^^o^xXJix  'wA'^^. 
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M««bnieiit,  and  &4  st'^h  lie  J^stTbyedit 
The  advertisements  ooncemin^  Loitl  de  Is 
Zoach^s  bonds,  had  effecmalTy  feetrained: 
Mr.  Oanunon  from  raisin jr  anything*  apon 
*t ;  since  any  one  adrancmg  money  dfkm 
tlie  secarity  of  its  aseisriment,  must  have 
pat  it  in  suit  against  his  lofdship,  tirhen 
due,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Titmouse,  and  any 
answer  to  an  action  by  him,  would  of  coursei 
(merate  against  the  party  using  his  name. 
Mr.  Grammon  then  bethought  himself  of 
felling  the  timber  at  Yatton :  but,  as  if  that 
step  on  his  part  had  been  anticipated,  be- 
fore they  hao  got  down  more  than  a  couple 
of  trees  at  the  extremity  of  the  estate,  down 
came^an  injunction  from  tlie  lord  chancellor, 
and  so  there  was  an  end  of  all  resources 
from  that  quarter.  Should  he  try  the  ex- 
periment of  offering  to  surrender  Yatton 
without  the  delay  and  expense  of  defend- 
ing the  ejectment?  He  knew  he  should 
be  laughed  at ;  they  must  quickly  see  that 
he  had  no  funds  to  fight  with,  even  had  he 
the  sligbtest  case  to  support  Mr.  Gam^ 
raon  saw  that  Mr.  Aubrey's  position  was 
already  impregnable,  and  the  notion  of  a 
compromise  utterly  ridiculous.  As  for  re- 
sources of  his  own,  he  had  none,  for  he  had 
been  exceedingly  unfortunate  in  his  deal- 
ings in  the  British  and  foreign  funds,  and 
had  suffered  severely  and  unexpectedly 
through  his  connection  with  one  or  two  of 
the  bubble  companies  of  the  day.  In  fact, 
he  was  liable  to  be  called  upon  at  any  mo- 
ment for  no  less  a  sum  than  JS3000,  and 
interest,  which  had  been  adyanced  to  him 
on  security  of  a  joint  and  several  bond  given 
by  himself,  and  Mr. Titmouse;  and  he  lived 
in  daily  dread  lest  the  increasing  frequency 
of  the  rumours  to  his  discredit,  should  get 
to  the  ears  of  this  particular  creditor,  and 
precipitate  his  demand  of  repayment.  To 
the  yexation  occasioned  by  this  direct  pe- 
cuniary embarrassment,  anid  by  the  impos- 
sibility of  retrieving  himself  by  a  move  in 
any  direction,  being,  in  short,  in  a  (Araplete 
dead'lock^  were  to  be  added  other  sources 
of  exquisite  anxiety  and  mortification.  To 
say  nothing  of  the  perilous  legal  and  crimi- 
nal liabilities  which  he  had  incurred,  the 
consciousness  of  his  appearing  an  atrocious 
Jiar,  and,  indeed,  an  impostor,  in  tlie  eyes 
of  the  Duke  of  Tantallan,  of  the  Eari  of 
Dreddtington,  of  Miss  Macspleuchan,of  the 
Aubreys,  of  Miss  Aubrey^  in  fact,  of  every 
one  who  saw  or  heard  of  what  he  had  done, 
stung  htm  almost  to  madness:  considera- 
tions of  this  kind  were  infinitely  more  in- 
supportable than  all  the  others  by  which  he 

Was  oppressed,  put  toce^JtieT.    KxA -wWi  , ^ 

he  renecied  that  the  loiA  eVittxuc«^Qit%  XgWa  '^x,  %wh^^  ^t(mei<^iui  h^  Mr.  x*.....^  | 
who«e  faroorable  notice  \ie  \ia.dc7ci  lotv^^  Vwwfe  ^^^fx^wawj^^^xx^  «»»xvgdtt^giiS«iK«i  I 
Mpired,  and,  to  a  coD«dec^\A  eiX«aV«<«>-^  ^w^«*^  ^  «w««^  -^S^^v^nx  Nai  ^wNrtL"^  ^ 


(SMUftillfV  toad  bMl  pal  in  fiMaefiliK  eM 
the  heavy  charges  made  agaiifst  Idttf  m 
the^ooftr  of  ihRM  and^sofi^Hracy,  bv  inaa 
of  the  various  motions  mada  benw  \k 
brdshlp,  and  tfia  afllda^ta  by  whi^h  tley 
were  supported,  be  felt  hia  soal  wicbMi 
within  lltm«    In  slion,  it  muat  saieltip- 

Sear,  by  this  time,  tkat  the  devil  had,  m  m 
imtsA  sporty  got  kia  friend  Mr.  Quum 
up  into  a  comer. 

'    In  like  manner,  Mr.  Titmoase  had  \m 
lesser  troables,  for  be  waa  all  of  a  vMm 
reduced  vaff  nearly  to  the  verga  of  litanl 
starvation.  His  creditors  of  every  kind  mi 
degree  seemed  actuated  by^  tKa  spirh  of  tkt 
law  of  (ha  Twelve  Tables,  which,  wlaa  f 
debtor  was  insolventi^  pemrittH'  his  ettH^ 
tors  td  Cut  him,  bodily,  phyUcsUy,  isa 
pieces^  in  pi'opottion  to  the  respe^Vs  n^ 
nitudes  of tfieir  claims  aorainsthtn.  Aeisa 
were  conhmenced  a^inst  hf  to  by  the  tarn 
Jews,  on  his  eovenanis  to  repay  the  priao> 
pal  and  hiterest  due  on  die  mortgages;  b^ 
anlezen'  actions  were  pending  against  lii 
on  bills  of  exchange  and  promiasory  asaa 
which  he'  had'  given  for  various  warn  d 
money,  which  had  been  lent  him  ontHBi 
of  the  most  monstrous  usuiy.    SeMdy 
>iVas  there  a  single  tradesman  In  idwi  a 
country  with  Whom  he  had  ever  dealt,  llsl 
had  not  saed  or  Was  not  about  to  sue  kia 
ISvery  article  of  furniture  both  at  YaM 
and  at  his  lodgings,  g^reat  or  small,  dn^ 
harness,  hoi'ses,  all  had  disappeared:  arii 
but  for  the  nroteetSon  afforded  to  his  fs^ 
son  by  Parliament,  he  would  have  Wis 
pounced'  upon  by  at  least  a  hun<had dfw 
ous  and  infuriate  creditors  ia  an  inslaat,  mi 
never  been  seen  or  heard  of  any  mors,  eidefl 
on  the  occasion  of  some  (eeble  and  vaiserf 
for  relief  under  the  Insolvent  Debtofs*  Act 
He  had  been  obliged,  on  oomhiff  vf  tal 
Yatton,  to  borrow  five  pounds  from  pnt 
Dr.  Tatharo !  who,  ^ough  inftnttely  9S^ 
prised  at  the  application,  and  greaftlyise^ 
venrenced  by  compliance  with  it,  ledt  lia 
cheerfhlty  the  sum  he  asked  fo^r;  ThmtONi 
the  little  scamp,  pledging  himaelf  to  cadsa 
the  Doctor  a  iive-pound  note  by  the  if* 
post  afVer  his  reaobfng*  town.     That,  bsi^ 
ever,  even  had  he  ever  intended  giviat  ^ 
matter  a  thought^  be  could  no  moie  mis 
done  than  he  ooald  have  aent  Dr.  Tuiail 
the  mitre  of  the  Arcbbishop  of  Oanfarbtfy; 
in  conseqaence  of  which  the  worthy  Itiii 
doctor  was  obliged  to  postpone  his  ka|^ 
meditated  purchase  of  a  Mack  eeal  ail 
breeches  indefinitely^    The  mondur  sllv 
his  return,  he  betook  himself  to  SsSm 
HllU  which  he  reached  Just  as  Mr. 
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fkmm  on  fHiich  the  rule  in  tha'  Court  of 
KiBg^B  Ben  h  Intd  been  obtained.  Mr. 
Aminadub,  with  a  licdek  hesitation,  yielded 
to  his  importuniiiea,  and  allowed  him  to  go 
into  Mr.  Quirk's  room. 

•*  O,  Lad !  O,  Lud !  you— yon— you— in- 
fernal little  viUain  !'**  cried  out  Mr.  Quirk, 
baBtil]|r  approachiaff  him,  pale  and  stutter- 
ing with  fury;  And,  taking  him  by  the  col- 
lar, turned  him  by  main  force  out  of  the 
room. 

**  I  say !— .1  say ! — Come,  sir !  Fm  a  mem- 
ber of '— 

.*^ril  member  you,  you  impostor!  Get 
out  with  you  !*-gBt  out  !** 

**So  help  me  ■  !  HI  go  to  some  other 
atlor*'—  gasped  Titmouse,  ineflEectually 
nuroffgling  against  Mr.  Quirk. 

««  Kugh !  Beast  !*'  exclaimed  Snap,  who 
Wept  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Quirk,  ready  to  give 
I. ay  assistance  that  might  be  requisite. 

"What  have  I eh  1— What  hare  I 

done— demme!—— Cooae,  come— hollo! 
hands  off  *'— 

**  If  ever— if  ever-^f  ever  you  dure  show 
your  cursed  little  fane  here»— again**— sput- 
tered Mr.  Quirk,  trembling  with  rage. 

"  This  is  breach  of  privilege !— On  my 
life  ril— I  really  u;t7/— Pll  complain  to  the 
House  tOHfiijj^ht.**  By  this-  time  he  had 
been  forced  through  th«  outer  door  into  the 
etieol,  and  the  door  closed  furiously  behind 
htm.  A  little  crowd  was  instantly  collect- 
ed around  him,  and  he  might  possibly  have 
thought  of  addressing  them,  in  terms  of 
iodisnant  eloquence,  but  he  was  deterred 
ky  the  approach  of  a  policeman  with  a  very 
thieatenrng  countenance,  and  slunk  down 
Saffron  Hill  in  a  shocking  state  of  mind. 
Then  he  hurried  to  Thavies*  Inn,  pale  as 
death,  and  with  a  tremulous  voice  inquired 
for  Mr.  Gammon ;  but  that  geniieman  had 
giren  special  orders  to  be  invariably  denied 
to  him.  Again  and  again  he  called,  and 
was  again  and  again  repulsed ;  and  though 
be  Ungered  on  one  or  two  occasions  for  an 
hour  at  least,  in  order  to  vnjAfy  Mr.  Gam- 
DMm,  it  was  in  vain.  Letter  after  letter  he 
sent,  but  with  no  better  eflfect;  and  at 
longth  the  laundress  refused  to  take  them  in. 

Gammon  dared  not  see  Titmouse;  not 
bMsanse  he  feared  Titmouse,  but  himself. 

Tbe  House  of  Commons  was  sitting, 
annsual  as  was  such  an  occurrence  at  that 
tiaae  of  the  year ;  but  Parliament  had  been 
ceiled  together  on  a  special  urgency,  and  a 
Tary  fierce  and  desperate  contest  was  car- 
rying on  between  the  opposition  and  the 
nunisters,  whose  very  existence  was  at 
Btidie,  and  almost  nightly  divisions  were 
melting  down  their  majority  till  they  were 
within  an  ace  of  being  tn  a  pcsithre  minori- 
rf«     Under  theee  ciieomstancesy  although 


Mri  Tilaionse^s  position  had  become  a  mat* 
ter  of  notoriety,  and  he  could  no  longer 
exhibit  in  public  even  the  outside  show  and^ 
trappings  of  a  man  of  fashion,  beyond  his 
mere  personal  finery,  (which  had  become 
very  precious,  because  he  saw  no  means  of 
replacing  it,)  and  though  he  was  eut,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  by  every  one  out  of  doors, 
vet  he  found  he  had  one  friend,  at  least,  in 
his  extremity,  who  scorned  to  imitate  the 
fickle  and  perfidious  conduct  of  all  around 
him.  That  frank  and  manly  individual  was 
no  less  a  person,  to  his  honour  be  it  spoken, 
than  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury — and 
tvAijoyierWn*— >Mr.  Flummery;  who  always 
spoke  to  him  in  the  most  cordial  and  confid- 
ing manner,  and  once  or  twice  even  asked 
him  to  join  his  diimer-table  at  Bellamy's. 
On  one  of  these  occasions,  Mr.  Titmouse 
resolvied  to  put  Mr.  Flummery's  friendship 
to  the  test,  and  boldly  asked  tor  ^*  a  phce. 
His  distinguished  friend  appeared  certaii>Iy 
startled  for  a  moment,  and  then  evidently 
felt  inwardly  tickled,  as  was  evinced  by  a 
faint  twitching  at  the  comers  of  his  mouth. 
He  proceeded,  however,  in  a  very  confiden- 
tial manner,  to  ask  Mr.  Titmouse  as  to  his 
familiarity  with  ^nancial  matters;  for  (in 
the  most  sacred  eonfidenee)  it  did  so  happen 
thai,  although  no  one  knew  it. but  himself 
and  one  other  person,  there  was  sure  to  be 
a  vacancy  in  a  certain  office  within  a  fort- 
night at  i^rthfst ;  and,  without  saying  any 
thiEig  further,  Mr.  Flummery  laid  his  fincer 
on  bis  lip,  and  looked  steadfastly  at  Tit- 
mouse, who  did  similarly ;  and  within  half 
an  hour's  time  made  one  of  a  glorious  ma- 
jority of  four,  ohtalned  by  the  triumphant 
ministry.  Titmouse  was  now  in  excellent 
spirits  concerning  his  future  prospects ;  and 
if  he  could  but  contrive  to  nold  on  during 
the  fortnight  intervei;ing  between  him  and 
his  accession  to  office,,  all  would  be  well. 
He  therefore  conceived  he  had  nothing  to 
do  but  apply  to  some  one  or  two  frieMs, 
whom  he  had  accommodated  with  loans, 
for  repayment  But,  alas !  Mr.  0*DoodI^ 
acknowledged  that  his  exchequer  was  empty 
just  then ;  and  Mr.  M^Squasn  said  he  really 
fancied  he  had  repaid  Mr.  Titmouse  the 
hundred  pounds  whfch  he  bad  lent  him,  but 
he  would  look  and  see.  Then  Mr.  Titmouse 
ventured  to  apply  to  Mr.  0'Gibbet*-.that 
gentleman  being  Titmouse's  debtor  to  the 
tune  of  some  Kve  hundred  pounds.  He 
called  Mr.  Titmouse  aside,  and  in  the  most 
delicate  and  feeling  manner  intimated  the 
delight  it  would  have  affordec^  him  to  re- 
spond to  the  call  of  Mr.  Titmouse  under 
ordinary  circumstances ;  but  the  fhct  waS| 
ho  felt  placed  in  ^tcvwX  '^'ws&«S!\'^  «As«fc- 
raemv^g  ]^Qe\>ic(u^  fsii  ^jcrws^^.  ^  ^^^  ^'^'^^^ 


str 


TKN    THOUSAND   ▲  YBAE. 


Ae  rifht  of  Mr.  Titmouse  either  to  hiTe 
lent  the  money  at  all,  or,  consequently,  to 
iBcei^e  repajrment  of  it.  In  short,  the 
lawyers  would  call  this  setting  op  the  ju$ 
Urtii  {  Mr.  O^Gibbet  protesting  that  he  look* 
ed  upon  himself,  in  point  of  conscience,  as 
a  trustee  of  the  money  for  the  real  owner ; 
and,  till  he  should  hare  been  discx>Tered, 
bound  to  retain  it — so  pleasant  is  mnnetimes 
the  performance  of  one*s  duty !  Titmouse 
could  not  in  the  least  appreciate  these  ex- 
quisite scruples;  but  knowing  Mr.  0*Gib-, 
bet*8  influence  over  Mr.  Flummery,  he  fei?n- 1 

ed  to  acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of  what '  to  Mary  my  Coasin  (The  Lady  Ceci&] 
was  advanced  by  Mr.  O'Gibbet,  who,  on  |  whom  I  Lored  Truly  till  Death  cut  Ikr 
bein^  pressed, /en^  him  five  pounds.  .>..     .  ^    .      —»      —         -,  .    ^ 

Finding  that  those  whom  he  had  till  then 
imagined  bound  to  consider  his  interests, 


Be  a  Widdower  Since  the  Ijieitfa  of  Lriy 
Cecilia  Titmouse  of  which  There  Is  Umf 
False  accounts  ETcry  Thing  Goes  EuMf 
Wrong  (For  the  present)  with  me,  all  F« 
Want  of  a  Lady  Which  w*  feel  That  C» 
ubial  Interest  in  me  That  is  So  deiigktU 
In  The  Married  State.  I  was  Honosici 
With  writing  To  Yon  soon  After  I  wts  • 
Happy  as  to  Get  the  Property  But  Sopw 
you  could  not  Have  Got  It  Seemg  I  gut  Xi 
Ans'-  And  Natrally  suposed  T^ere  Wm 
obstacles  In  The  Way  For  it  Was  SettU 
Soon  as  You  might  have  Heard  Hiat  I  wm 


had,  in  so  unprincipled  and  ungrateful  a 
manner,  deserted  him,  he  resoWed  to  be 
true  to  himself,  and  bent  all  the  powers  of 
his  mind  to  the  contemplation  of  his  present 
circumstances,  and  how  he  should  act  with 
adrantaffe.  After  due  and  deep  reflection, 
a  Yery  felicitous  stroke  occurred  to  him. 
He  did  not  know  the  exact  state  of  the  ques- 
tion with  reference  to  the  right  to  the  pos- 
session of  Yatton — little  dreaming  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  Mr.*  Aubrey  was  at  that  mo- 
ment virtually  reinstated  in  the  enjoyment 
of  that  fine  estate.  Now,  it  occurred  to 
Mr.  Titmouse  as  very  probable,  that  his 
opponent  would  catch  at  any  fair  offer  of  a 
compromise,  since  he.  Titmouse,  had  un- 
questionably the  advantage  over  him  at 
present,  having  nine-tenths  of  the  law  on 
his  side,  viz.,  possession ;  and  if  he  was  to 
propose  to  split  their  differences  by  making 
an  offer  of  his  hand  and  heart  to  Miss  Au- 
brey, it  could  do  no  harm,  and  might  be 
attended  with  the  happiest  results.  How 
was  she  to  know  the  desperate  shiils  to 
which  he  was  driven  at  present?  And  if 
he  could  but  contrive,  consistently  with  his 
pledge  to  Mr.  Flummery,  to  give  her  an 
inkling  of  the  brilliant  prospects  that  await- 
ed him !  In  short,  I  am  able  to  ^ve  the 
reader  an  exact  copy  of  a  letter  which,  after 
infinite  pains,  two  days  being  spent  over  it, 
he  sent  to  Miss  Aubrey;  and  which  was 
duly  forwarded  to  her,  and  deposited  in  her 
hands,  as  she  alighted  from  her  horse,  on 
returning  from  a  ride  with  Mr.  Delamere 
and  Lora  de  la  Zouch.  Here  follows  that 
skilful  and  touching  performance : — 

**  House  of  Comonei, 
••  Wednesday,  Nov.  — ,  18—. 
(Pmate,) 

«*  Madam, — ^hoping  That  this  Will  not 


(« 


Short  On  her  Way  To  an  Erly  Grave,  Alu 
I  know  It  is  In  Dispute  wh*^  y'*  respectiUi 
Brother  or  I  are  Owners  of  Yatton  Yoa  S« 
The  Law  which  Gave  It  me  Once  aiay  Gat 
it  Ms  Aeain  who  knows  (in  this  uneertHi 
Life)  Whatever  Toms  Up  I  can  (Beomt 
Ourselves)  assure  You  lliere  Is  SameStki 
In  The  Wind  For  me  w^  dare  Not  sa?  Hm 
Of  at  this  Present.  But  Supoeing  YobA 
I  shall  Hit  it  what  Say  Yoa  if  I  skodd  ; 
Propose  dividing  The  Estate  betwixt  Ite 
&  Me  ^  Settling  All  my  Half  on  Ytm  kd 
as  To  the  Title  (vr^  at  present  I  Am  Nee 
to^  what  say  You  To  Tossing  up  (at  it 
W  hen  It  comes  for  X  am  Sorry  to  hear  Hm 
Lordship  is  breaking,  and  I  know  Wkl 
sh^  Like  7b  see  Lady  Drelincourt,  oh  vbt 
a  hapiness  Only  To  think  Of,  As  They  » 
dividing  reiy  soon  (And  they  Z)o  Rub  ^ 
Uncommon  Fine^  But  Ministers  Must  lb 
Suported  or  The  Country  Will  Go  to  tk 
Dz'.il  Dogs)  Most  Close  Begging  the  Ai- 
swert  directed  to  Me  Here,  And  Sabsedki 
Myself, 

**  Hn*  and  dear  Madam, 
"Yi*  Most  Obediently, 

"T.  TrrMowf. 

**  Miss  AlTBRKr, 

•♦  Vivian  Street.**  ^ 

*•  I  hope,  Kate,  you  have  not  been  nrhf 
this  gentleman  encouragement  !**  qoon  D^ 
laniere,  when  he  had  read  the  above,  b 
formed  a  topic  of  pleasant  merriment  wh« 
they  all  met  at  dinner,  a  right  cheerfol  pw- 
ty,  consisting  solely  of  the  Aubreys  aad 
Lord  and  Lady  de  la  Zouch,  and  Delamae. 
Mr.  Aubrey  had  returned  fiom  town  wiA 
important  intelligence. 

^*  Mr.  Runnington  is  steadily  and  patio* 
ly  unravelling,''  said  he,  as  they  sat  in  ••• 
restrained  converse  after  dinner,  (I  nort 
take  the  onportunity  of  saying  that  Wm 
Aubrey  looked  as  beautiful  as  ever,  ai^ 


Disapoint you ThToueVi^tnLW^Tkesft^wKich I  brilliant  spirits,)  "one  of  the  most  _ 

I  own  Looks  SomevrVxat.  So'^  ;ix  YVx'^v.  i\^x^,%XxfSQ&  xa«^«%  ^^  ^\xxvi  that  ever  ^  as  wsta  \ 

of  my  adressing  yh'ia  Ep\»v\e  Xo\  o>i,V>f««  \Vjrj  ts»&.\  ^  ^  %c3.\SK«Cv^ie^\xsii^5^^^  i 

filer  since  I  HaTe  had  The>xii\Mii^W«wX»\^'^-=a«^  > 
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mf  Yattorilbrhiiiiflelf!  TliefiimofM«Mn. 
Qairk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  are  oompletelj 
overwhelmed  with  the  conaeqaencea  of  their 
oonduct !  I  underatand  they  have  terrihly 
taken  in  the  Jewa,  to  the  amount  of  at  leaat 
aorenty  or  eig^hty  thonaand  poimda  of  hard 
caah ;  and  one  of  them,  it  aeema,  on  diaco- 
▼eringr  that  he  baa  no  aeourity,  very  nearly 
aaocMded  in  hanginff  himaelf  the  other 
day !'» 

*'  What'a  thia  I  aee  in  the  paper  aboat  a 
Mr.  Tag-rag  t'*  inauired  Lord  de  la  Zoach : 
and  Mr.  Aabrey  told  him  the  miaerable  con- 
dition to  which  Tag-rag  had  been  reduced 
by  the  alleged  chicanery  of  the  firm  of  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap. 

**  Mr.  Runnington  aeema  to  be  managing 
mattera  with  great  vigour  and  akill,''  eaid 
hia  lordahip. 

**  Admirably !  admirably !  I  never  in  my 
life  aaw  or  heard  of  auch  complete  aueoeaa 
as  attends  every  atep  he  takes  againat  the 
enemy ;  he  is  hourly  preaaing  them  nearer 
and  nearer  to  the  verge  of  the  precipice, 
and  cutting  off  all  retreat.  They  would 
fight,  but  they  have  no  funda!  Look  at 
the  administration  suit  !'*  Mr.  Aubrey  then 
proceeded  to  mention  two  very  important 
ciroumstances  which  had  transpired  since 
his  former  visit  to  town.  First,  an  offer 
was  understood  to  have  come  direct  from 
Mr.  Gammon,  to  abandon  the  defence  to 
the  ejectment,  on  condition  of  his  receiving, 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Titmouse,  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  pounds ;  but  Mr.  Runnington  had 
peremptorily  refused  to  listen  to  any  propo- 
sal of  the  kind,  and  the  actions  were,  at 
that  moment,  in  full  progress,  with  every 
prospect  of  there  being  no  real  defence  even 
attempted.  The  next  piece  of  intelligence 
was,  that  Messrs.  Screw  and  Son,  the  soli- 
citors to  the  Vulture  Insurance  Company, 
had  called  on  Messrs.  Runnington,  on  learn- 
ing that  they  were  the  solicitors  of  the  party 
to  whom  letters  of  administration  had  been 
granted,  and  intimated  that  the  directors, 
**  taking  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
into  their  consideration,**  had  determined 
to  offer  no  further  opposition  to  the  payment 
of  the  policy  on  the  life  of  the  late  Lady 
8tratton.  Mr.  Screw  talked  very  finely 
about  the  high  principle  and  good  feeling 
which  ever  actuated  that  distinguished  com- 
f  any ;  but  he  did  not  tell  Mr.  Runnington 
what  was  the  real  cause  of  their  abandoning 
their  opposition,  which  was  this-— before 
iheir  **  commission**  to  examine  their  sole 
witness.  Dr.  Podagra^  had  reached  China, 
they  accidentally  received  authentic  intelli- 
geiiee  of  hia  death,  having  been  killed  for 
vaccinating  the  in&nt  of  one  of  the  Chinese ! 
Under  these  drramstances,  Mr.  Runnknfj^ 
tun  agned  lo  ihe  lenas  proposed  on  the  part 


of  the  company ;  vis*,  iShai  the  aetioa  be 
discontinued  forthwith,  each  party  pay  their 
own  costs,  and  the  whole  amomit  of  die 
policy,  minus  theJSSOOO  which  had  been 
advanced  to  Lady  Stretton,  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Aubrey  within  a  month  from  the  day  of  dis- 
continuing the  action.  Though  Kate  very 
vehemently  protested  against  it,  she  was  at 
length  penuaded  to  allow  her  brother  to  act 
according  to  the  manifiMt  intentions  of  the 
venerable  deceased ;  and  he,  in  his  turn, 
received  a  very  ^tifying  assurance  that 
she  would  have  given  him,  under  the  spe- 
cial circumstances  of  the  case,  no  anxiety 
respecting  his  bond  for  dSSOOO  given  to 
Lad^  Stratton,  even  had  the  grant  of  ad- 
mirastration  to  the  debtor  interposed  no 
technical  objection!  Thus  was  Kate  no 
longer  a  dosrerlsss  maiden ;  having  at  her 
absolute  disposal  a  sum  of  eighteen  thou- 
sand pounds,  in  addition  to  which,  in  the 
event  of  their  being  restored  to  the  posses- 
sion of  Yatton,  she  would  be  in  the  receipt 
of  the  income  left  her  as  a  charge  upon  the 
estate  by  her  father;  via.*  five  hundred  a 
year. 

While  the  cheering  sunshine  of  returning 
prosperity  was  thus  beaming  with  daily 
increasing  warmth  and  brightness  upon  tho 
Aubreys, 

**  And  all  the  eloadi  that  lower'd  uponthalr  houaa/* 

were,  indeed, 

*'  Id  the  daep  boaom  •f  the  ocean  buried," 

the  sun  of  that  proud  and  Weak  old  man,  the 
Earl  of  Dreddlington,  waa,  indeed,  going 
down  in  darkness.  The  proceedings  which 
have  been  laid  at  length  before  the  reader, 
arising  out  of  the  extraordinair  termination 
of  the  inquiry  set  on  foot  by  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Court,  and  quickly  ending  in  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  for  the  immediate  recovery 
of  Yatton,  had  attracted  far  too  much  of 
the  public  attention  to  admit  of  their  being 
concealed  from  the-  earl,  comparatively  se- 
cluded from  the  world  as  he  was.  But  the 
frightful^onfirmation  of  his  assertion  con- 
cerning what  had  occurred  between  himself 
and  Mr.  Gammon,  respecting  Titmouse,  ap- 
peared to  make  no  commensurate  impression 
upon  a  mind  no  longer  capable  of  appreciat- 
ing it.  He  had  been  seized  by  a  partial 
paralysis  shortly  after  the  last  Interview  be- 
tween himself,  Mr.  Gammon,  and  the  Duke 
of  Tantallan,  with  which  the  present  part  of 
this  history  opens ;  and  it  was  evident  that 
his  reason  was  failing  rapidly.  And  it  was, 
perhaps,  a  merciful  dispensation,  for  it  ap- 
peared that  the  cup  of  nis  misery  and  mor- 
tification was  not  even  yet  full.  The  other 
monstrous  fabrvQ  ol  ^V]«qr!&!sM:^  %s^  Ssvs^x 
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ped  to  pieeM,  principtHy  on  aocoont  of  Its 
chief  architect,  Mr.  Gammon,  beings  iimU>le 
to  cootmoe  that  attention  and  skill  by;  which 
it  had  been  kept  so  long  in  existence.  It 
suddenly  exploded,  tnyolTingr  ererybody 
concerned  in  it  in  ruin.  The  infataated, 
^md  now  dismayed  shareholders,  and  the 
nomeroos  and  designingr  creditors,  came 
crowdingr  round  the  more  prominent  of  the 
parties  concerned,  clamorous  and  desperate. 
Meetiii|[S  were  called  from  time  to  time- 
producing,  howerer,  no  other  results  than 
extending  the  yiew  of  liability  incurred. 
The  shareholders  had  fondly  imagined  that 
they  could  repose  with  confidence  on  the 
provision  inserted  in  the  prospectus,  and  in 
the  deed  of  settlement,  yiz.  that  no  one 
was  to  be  liable  beyond  the  amount  of  their 
shares  actually  subscribed  for ;  alas !  how 
dreadful  the  delusion,  and  how  quickly  was 
it  dissipated !  The  houses  of  Lord  Dred- 
dlington,  the  Duke  of  Tantallan,  and  others, 
were  besieged  by  importunate  creditors ;  and 
at  length  a  general  meeting  was  called,  at 
which  resolutions  were  passed,  strongly  re- 
flecting upon  the  Earl  of  Dreddlington  and 
Mr.  Gammon;  and  directing  the  solicitor 
coneemed  for  the  rest  of  the  shareholders  to 
ftle  a  bill  against  the  earl  and  Mr.  Gammon, 
for  the  purpose  of  compelling  them  to  pay  all 
the  debts  mcurred  by  the  company.  More 
than  this,  it  was  threatened  that  unless 
satisfactory  proposals  were  promptly  re- 
oetyed  fro.n,  or  on  behalf  of  the  Earl  of 
Dreddltngtpn,  he  would  be  proceeded  against 
asaniADBR  liable  to  the  bankrupt  laws, 
and  a  docket  forthwith  struck  against  him ! 
Of  this  crowning  indignity  impending 
oyer  his  head,  the  poor  old  peer  was  fortu- 
nately not  conscious,  being  at  the  moment 
resident  at  Poppleton  Hall,  in  a  state  not 
far  remoyed  from  complete  imbecility.  The 
Duke  of  Tantallan  was  similarly  threat- 
ened ;  and  alarmed  and  enraged  almost  to  a 
pitch  of  madness,  resolyed  to  take  measures 
for  completely  exposing  and  punishing  the 
individual  to  whose  fraudulent  plausibility 
and  sophistries  he  justly  attributed  the  cala- 
mity which  had  befallen  him  and  the  Earl 
of  Dreddlington. 

^*  Out  of  ttiis  nettle  danger,  1*11  yet  pluck 
the  flower  sfffefy,"  said  Mr.  Gammon,  to 
himself,  as  he  sat  itoside  one  of  the  coaches 
going  to  Brighton,  towards  the  close  of  the 
monUi  of  Noyember,  being  on  the  morning 
after  the  explosion  CKf  the  Gunpowder  and 
Frssh  Water  Company.  Inextricably  in- 
y<riyed  as  he  appeared,  yet  he  did  not  de- 

r'r  of  retrieyijig  himself,  and  defeating 
rindictiye  measaiea  taVetia!|;(MAXV!LVi!v« 
His  chambers  were  bene^\)^  «^^\\c»si\&VviA  ^«rav^<^TK«%siQf  £100  to  any 

•for  sdmission Titmonse  ammiv^  >\v«n^\^\ktk^wiA^^^^\^^ 

•Those  senseless  peiUB«cat;f,  o^*«w^  ^^^ 


CbmsKm,  as  He  set  within,  wfdle  Us1«i> 
dress  was  being  daily  worrM  by  Tltmoan. 
seyeral  times  inflamed  him  almost  opfolbi 
point  of  darting  out  and  splitting  opea  ibr 
head  of  the  intruder ;  old  Mr.  Quirk  ate 
sent  daily  letters,  in  a  piteoos  strain,  id 
called,  besides,  daily,  begging  toJbe  reeoi- 
ciled  to  Gammon ;  bat  he  sternly  timed  i 
deaf  ear  to  all  each  applications.    In  orkr 
to  escape  Xhis  intolerable  persecution,  at •& 
eyents  for  a  while,  and,  in  change  of  acmt 
and  air,  unpropitions  as  was  tl^  wcatkr, 
seek  to  recruit  his  health  and  spirits,  he  kd 
determined  upon  spending  a  week  at  Bri|v^ 
ton ;  telling  no  one,  how^eyer,  exeept  hk 
old  and  faiUiflil  laundress,  his  destinatkai; 
and  instructing  her  to  say  thathewasgoae, 
she  belieyed,  into  Suflfolk,  but  would  ett- 
tainly  return  to  town  within  a  week.    Hk 
pale  and  harassed  featares  showed  berv 
much  he  required  the  repose  and  relief  is 
sought  for,  but  which  he  sought  for  in  fiiB. 
He  felt  not  a  whit  tH^  better  after  a  tvi 
days*  stay,  though  the  y^eattier  had  soddah 
cleared  up,  and  the  air  become  brisk  asi 
bracing.     Whithersoerer  he  went,  he  to- 
ned about  him  a  thick  g;loom  whidi  aoaaa 
could  penetrate,  no  breezes  dissipate.    Ht 
could  find  rest  nowhere,  nmther  st  bow 
nor  abroad,  neither  alone  nor  in  compaaj^ 
neither  sleeping  nor  waking.     His  broy 
was  clouded  by  a  stem  melaneboly,  lii 
heart  was  hunting  with  a  sense  of  defeat  asi 
shame,  exposure  and   mortification;  asi 
with  all  his  firmness  of  nerye,  he  coald  wet 
contemplate  the  future  but  with  a  siekeoi^^ 
apprehension.     Ip  fact,  he  was  in  astiK 
of  intense  neryous  irritability  and  eid(e> 
ment  from  morning  to  night.     On  the  ev<» 
ing  of  the  third  day  after  his  arriya),  is 
London  paper,  forwarded  to  him  as  oseal 
from  the  neighbouring  library,  contained  i 
paragraph  which  excited  him  notalisia; 
and  which  was  to  the  eflfeet  that  a  naned 
solicitor  of  eminence  had  been  the  day  bt- 
fore  appointed  by  the  LfOrd  Chaneellor  to  i 
specified  office ;  being  no   other,  in  trstb, 
than  that  which  Gammoii  knew  hn  l(id> 
ship  had  all  along  destined  for  Aim,  oai 
which  he  could  haye  filled  to  admiratioa. 
which  would  haye  giyen  him  pecoiaBflBt 
ttatus  in  society ;  and  the  salary  attaiM 
to  it  was,  moreoyer,  jSlSOO  a  year !  Ga» 
mon  laid  down  the  pamper,  and  a  senM  of 
desolation  oanAe  into  his  soul.     Aftaf  a 
while  his  eye  lit  on  another  part  of  tKe  pa- 
per— gracious  heayens ! — there  were  thni 
or  four  lines  which  instantly  roused  ha 
almost  into  madness.    It  was  an  adyertia^ 
ment,  stating  that  he  had  *«  AssoossiSi'' 
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^  up,  and  his  eye  flaminff'mth  foxy^^ 
**  aoeniied  misexteants ! — I  wUl  qaiokly  un- 
ieoehre  them/*  Instantly  nnlockbg  hie 
pape^ease,  he  sat  down  and  wrote  off  a  lefr- 
ler  to  the  ediuir  of  the  newspaper,  giving 
has  full  name  and  address ;  raoet  indtonantly 
denying  his  having  attempted  or  dreamed 
of  absconding;  stating  that  he  should  he  in 
Ijondon  within  forty-eight  hours ;  and  le- 
qoiring  an  ample  apology  for  the  gross  in- 
sult and  libel  which  had  been  perpetrated, 
to  he  Inserted  in  the  next  number  of  his 
naper.  Then  he  wrote  off  to  the  solicitor^ 
Mr.  WinninffV>n9  who  had  conducted  all  the 
town  prooeeaings  in  the  cause  of  Wigley 
▼•  Gammon^  alluding  in  terms  of  indigna^ 
tion  and  astonishment  to  the  offensive  ad- 
vertisemeDt,  and  assuring  him  that  be 
ishould,  within  forty<«ight*hours,  be  found, 
as  usval,  at  his  chambers,  and  prepared  to 
make  an  immediate  and  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement in  respect  of  the  damages  and 
costs  which  were  now  due  from  him.  In  a. 
similar  strain  ho  wrote  to  Mr.  Runnington, 
(who  had  maintained  throughout,  person- 
ally,  a  cautious  courtesy  towms  Mr.  Gam- 
mon)-4>e|[ging  him  to  nostpone  signing 
judgment  in  the  action  oiDoe  on  the  dtnme 
tfJhArey  v.  Hoe,  till  the  last  day  of  term, 
as  he  had  a  new  and  final  proposal  to  make, 
which  might  have  the  effect  of  savinsr  great 
delay  and  expense.  He  added,  that  oe  had 
also  a  proposition  to  offer  upon  the  subject 
of  Lord  .de  la  Zouch*s  bond  and  Mr.  Au« 
brey's  promissory  notes,  and  begsed  the 
favour  of  a  line  in  answer,  addressed  to  him 
at  his  chambers  in  Thavies'  Inn,  and  which 
he  might  find  on  his  arrival.  To  a  similar 
effect,  he  also  wrote  to  the  solicitor  who 
was  working  the  docket  which  had  been 
struck  against  Mr.  Tag^-rag ;  and  also  to  the 
solicitor  who  was  employed  on  behalf  of 
the  shareholders  in  the  Gunpowder  and 
Frssh  Water  Company : — ^in  all  of  them 
reprobating  in  tenns  of  the  keenest  in- 
dignation the  unwarrantable  and  libellous 
use  of  his  n^e  which  had  been  made, 
and  making  appointments  for  the  indi- 
viduals addressed  to  call  at  his  chambers  on 
the  day  after  his  arrival  in  town.  Having 
thus  done  all  in  his  power  to  counteract  the. 
injurious  effects  which  were  calculated  to 
arise  from  so  very  premature  and  cruel  a 
measure  as  that  which  had  been  taken,  in 
offering  a  reward  for  his  apprehension  as  an 
abscondeo  felon,  he  folded  up,  sealed,  and 
directed  the  letters,  and  took  them  bimselfw 


tlKwgbtv  for  QSidy  so  hoar :  when  he  nd« 
deidy  runff  the  bdl,  ordered  his  clothes  to 
be  inatanuy  got  iwuly  for  travelling^-his 
bill  made  out— and  then  he  went  amd  a^ 
Cured  a  place  in  that  night's  mail,  which 
was  starting  for  town  at  half-past  ei^ 
o'clock.  At  that  hour.he  entered  the  mail, 
and  as  the  only  passengei^-a  circumstance 
which  gave  him  an  ample  opportunity  for 
reflection,  and  cf  whush,  doubtl^u,  ho 
availed  himself— at  all  events,  certain  it  is, 
that  he  dosed  not  his  eyes  in  sleep  during 
the  whole  of  the  journey.  Greatly  to  the 
surprise  of  his  laundress,  he  made  his  ap- 
pearance at  his  chambere  between  six  and 
seven  o'clock  i^  the  moroinfjry  rousing  her' 
from  bed.  He  had  thus,  it  will  be  ob 
served,  reached  town  contemporaneously 
with  his  own  lettere ;  and  as  all  the  ap- 
pointments which  he  had  made,  were  for 
the  daT  af^r  that  of  his  arrival,  he.hpd 
secured  a  full  day's  freedom  from  interrup- 
tion of  any  sort,  and  resolved  to  avail  him- 
self of  it,  by  keeping  within  doors  the  whcie 
of  the  time,  his  laundress  denying  him,  as 
usual,  to  any  one  who  might  call.  He 
asked  her  if  she  had  seen  or  heard  of  the 
atrocious  advertisement  which  had  appeared 
in  Yesterday's  paper  1  She  replied  that  she 
had ;  and  added,  that  no  doubt  to  that  cir- 
cumstanoe  were  to  be  attributed  the  calls 
made  yesterday  from  moiping  to  night-^an 
announcement  which  seemed  to  heighten 
the  excitement  under  which  Mr.  Gammon 
was  evidently  labouring.  As  soon  as  his 
lamp  had  been  li^  he  opened  his  paper- 
case,  and  wrote  the  following  letter ;— > 

**  TbATlet'  Inn,  Wedneiday  Morning. 

*'  Dear  Hartley, — ^As  I  have  not  missed 
an  annual  meeting  of  our  Uttle  club  for  these 
ten  yeare,  I  shall  be  found  at  my  place  to- 
night at  nine  to  a  moment:  that  is,  by  the 
way,  if  I  shall  be  admittedi  afier  the  exe- 
cnble  advertisement  concerning  me  which 
appeared  in  yesterday's  papers,  and  the 
writer  of  whicii  I  will  give  cause,  if  I  can 
discover  him,  to  repent  to  the  latest  day  he 
lives.  I  came  up  this  morning  suddenly, 
to  refute,  by  my  presence,  the  viUanous 
falsehoods  about  my  absconding.  Efdn 
fHHM,  I  am  somewhat  puaaljad,  just  now, 
certainly— but  never  fear!  I  ahall  find  a 
way  out  of  the  wood  yet.  Expect  me  ac 
nine,  to  a  minute, 

**Younasever, 

«*0.  Gammoit.-. 

<*  Harry  Hirtlct,  Eso. 
^  Kensington  Square.*' 


to  the  post-office,  in  time  for  that  night's - 
post;  and  very  greatly  excitni  he  was,  as 

may  be  easUv  bdieved.    He  did  not  touch       «*     - 

the  dinner  which  he  found  laid  for  him  on  \  ing  YAa  \aAxAreM^  \a  ^^xNx  vdM^  !^^  cSSns^^' 
jkw  ]«fiir%  tot  Mt  on  the  80&,  absorbed  in  I  time  fo  ikAfoiXv*^''^^**^^^*^''"^^ 


lliis  he  sealed  aai  dume.\AA\'v&A'n»^ 
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fnlo  bed,  and  slept  lor  a  couple  of  hoani! 
when  he  awoke  somewhat  reneshed,  made 
his  toilet  as  asaal,  and  partook  of  a  slight 
breakfast. 

**  You  did  not  suppose  I  had  absconded^ 
Mrs.  Brown,  ehT'  he  inqaired,  with  a  me- 
lancholy smile,  as  she  remored  his  breakfast 
things. 

«*  No,  sir;  indeed  I  did  not  belieTe  a  word 
of  it :  y oa*ye  always  been  a  kind  and  Just 
master  to  me,  sir-* and''<^— she  raised  her 
apron  to  her  eyes,  and  sobbed.  - 

**  And  I  hope  longr  to  continue  so,  Mrs. 
Brown.  By  Uie  way,  were  not  your  wages 
due  a  day  or  two  ago?^* 

**  O  yes,  sir — but  it  does  not  signify,  sir, 
the  least;  but  on  second  thoughts*— it  does, 
sir — for  my  little  niece  is  to  be  taken  into 
the  country — she's  dyin&r,  I  fear,  and  her 
mother's  been  out  of  work,  for*' 

'*  Here's  a  tCn-pound  note,  Mrs.  Brown," 
replied  Mr.  Gammon,  taking  one  fhnn  his 
pocket-book—^  pay  yourself  yoor  wages ; 
write  me  a  receipt  as  usual,  and  keep  the 
rest  on  account  of  the  next  quarter's  wages, 
if  it  will  assist  you  Just  now."  She  took 
the  bank-note  with  many  expressions  of 
thankfulness;  and  but  for  her  tears,  which 
flowed  plentifully,  she  miffht  have  noticed 
that  there  was  something  deadly  in  the  eye 
of  her  kind  and  tranquil  master.  On  her 
retiring,  he  rose,  and  walked  to  and^fro  for 
a  long  time,  with  folded  arms,  wrapped  in 
profound  meditation— from  which  he  was 
occasionally  unpleasantly  startled  by  hear- 
ing knocks  at  his  door,  and  then  his  laun- 
dress assuring  the  Tisitor  that  Mr*  Gammon 
was  out  of  town,  but  would  retura  on  the 
morrow.  It  was  a  cheerless  November  day, 
the  snow  fluttering  lazily  through  the  foggy 
air ;  bat  his  room  was  made  snug  and  cheer- 
ful enough,  by  the  large  fire  wlSch  he  kept 
up.  Opening  his  desk,  he  sat  down,  about 
noon,  and  wrote  a  very  long  letter— in  the 
course  of  which,  however,  he  repeatedly 
laid  down  his  pen,  got  up  and  walked  to 
and  fro,  heaying  deep  sighs,  and  occasional- 
ly exceedingly  agitated.  At  length,  he  con- 
cluded it,  paused  some  time,  and  then 
folded  it  up,  and  sealed  it.  Then  he  spent 
at  least  two  houra  in  going  over  all  the 
papers  in  his  desk  and  cabinet;  a^ consider- 
able number  he  burnt,  and  replaced  and 
arranged  the  remainder  carefully.  Then 
again  he  walked  to  and  fro.  The  oat,  a 
▼cry  fine  and  favourite  cat,  one  which  had 
been  several  years  an  inmate  of  the  cham- 
heta,  attracted  his  attention,  by  rubbing 
against  his  legs.  ^'  Poor  puss !"  exclaimed 
Gammon,  stroking  hex  CondVj  on  \.Vv«  back* 


**  Mr  DiAR  — .    I  entreat  job,  by 

long  unbroken  friendship,  to  keep  theoh 

closed  letter  by  you  for  a  fortnight;  mi 

then,  with  yoor  own  hand,  and  uone,  ^ 

liver  it  to  the  individaal  to  whom  it  is  a^ 

dressed.     Bum  this  note  to  tou,  the  instHa 

you  shall  have  read  it-— end  take  care  thst 

no  eye  sees  the  encloeed  but  karM    or  aU 

m^  efforts  to  secure  a  iiiiie  provimoo  iiDr  kr 

will  be  frustrated.     Call  here  to-moffrov— 

at  any  hour  you  please— ejsd  aaj  that  yn 

have  called  to  aee  me,  according  U  offti^ 

meni.    Bear  this  in  niind,  by  the  viuee  jm 

set  upon  my  friendship.    Whatever  yoa  my 

then  see  or  hear,  be  nun  and  nmdent. 

"0,G." 
*«W«dMfd»y.*' 

In  this  letter  he  encloeed  the  long  letler 
already  spoken  of,  and  having  s^ed  ud 
directed  the  whole  with  elaborate  diatiaei- 
ness,  he  threw  his  cloak  round  him,  tod 
went  with  his  packet  to  the  post^ffice,  ud 
with  his  own  nand,  after  an  instant's  beii- 
tation,  dropped  it  into  the  box,  and  retuiaed 
to  his  chamb^s. 

Then  he  took  another  sheet  of  paper,  and 
wrote  thus : 

<«Dbar  ViPKR, — ^I  doubt  wheAer,  aftv 
all,  there  will  be  a  dissolution^  but,  at  asj 
rate,  I  will  perform  my  promise,  and  b« 
ready  with  what  you  wiah  for  Sasdij 
week. — Youre  ever,  »•  O.  G." 

**  P.  S. — ^I  shall  call  on  you  on  Satoniay." 

This  he  folded  up  and  directed,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  commence  the  following  :-^ 

**  Thavlei*  Ibb,  WetfBctdty. 

^*DtAR  Sir, — ^I  have  finally  determiaed 

to  make  every  sacrifice  in  order  to  extiinte 

myself  from  my  present  embarrassai«oti. 

and,  after  a  while,^e  g\o6«y  «e!^XsiT^c^\.\fe^Yi^>4.^*^^wi^Tft^%a  soon  as  you  get  thisi 

Wm,  and  lav  corafotlW  eoWe^  xi^  oxv  \^%\^\«a^Vi^j^tsvjx^ii^\si^ ^^\ra^baW 

iiwth-rug,  as  before.    A«a^a  Via  >ifi»MA  xo^  ^^tw  V%  ^^%  -wdw^^^w. 


and  fro,  absorbed  in  melanclioiy  niiuAm 
for  some  tinfe ;  from  which  be  was  nnni, 
about  five,  by  M».  Brown  bnagiag  in  lb 
spare  dinner— which,  havinff  bvely  imid. 
he  soon  dismisied,  tedling  Mrs.  Browa  te 
he  felt  a  strange  shooting  pain  in  his  heti 
but  doubted  not  his  being  well  enoughli 
keep  his  appomtment  at  the  club-— as  jhi 
knew  had  been  his  habit  for  yearn.  Ht 
requested  her  to  have  his  dressing-riMB 
ready  by  a  quarter  to  eight,  and  to  have  t 
coach  retched  by  eifht  o'clock  predssly; 
and  as  soon  as  she  had  withdrawn,  he  mc 
down  and  wrote  the  following  letter  to  as 
old,  and  tiie  most  devoted  personal  ftissi 
he  had  in  the  world  :— 
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tnnoancingr  that  erery  thing  was  ready  in 
bis  dressing-room,  he  thanked  her,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  shave  and  dress.  He  was  not 
more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  over  his 
toilet.  He  had  put  on  his  usual  evening 
dress,  his  blue  body-coat,  black  th>u8erB,  a 
plain  shirt  and  black  stock,  and  a  white 
waistcoat — scarcely  whiter,  however,  than 
the  face  of  him  that  wore  it. 

^*  1  am  going  for  the  coach,  now,  sir," 
Mid  Mrs.  Brown,  knocking  at  the  door. 

**  If  you  please,'*  he  replied,  briskly  and 
eheerfQ]ly-»-and  the  instant  that  he  had 
heard  her  close  the  outer  door  afVer  her,  he 
opened  the  secret  spring  drawer  in  his  desk, 
and  calmly  took  out  a  very  small  glass 
fifatai,  with  a  glass  stopper,  over  which  was 
tied  some  bladder.  His  face  was  ffhastly 
pale ;  his  knees  trembled ;  his  hands  were 
cold  and  damp  as  those  of  the  dead.  He 
look  a  strong  peppermint  lozenge  from  the 
mantelpiece,  and  chewed  it,  while  he  re- 
moved the  stopper  from  the  bottle,  which 
eoBtained  about  half  a  drachm  of  the  most 
subtle  and  potent  poison  whi^h  has  been 
discovered  by  man— one  extinguishing  life 
almost  instantaneously,  and  leaving  no  trace 
of  its  presence  except  a  slight  odour,  which 
he  had  taken  the  precaution  of  masking  and 
overpowering  with  that  of  the  peppermint. 
He  returned  to  get  his  hat,  which  was  in 
his  dressing-room;  he  put  it  on— and  in 
glancing  at  the  glass,  scarcely  rpcognised 
Sie  ghastly  image  it  reflected.  His  object 
was,  to  complete  the  deception  he  intended 
practising  on  the  Insurance  Company,  with 
whom  he  had  effected  a  policy  on  his  life 
for  iSSOOO — and  also  to  deceive  everybody 
into  the  notion  of  his  having  died  sudden- 
ly* but  naturally.  Having  stirred  up  the 
larpe  red  fire,  and  made  a  kind  of  a  hollow 
in  It,  he  took  out  the  stopper,  and  dropped 
it  with  the  bladder  into  the  fire;  took  his' 
pen  in  his  riffht  hand,  with  a  fresh  dip  of 
ink  in  it;  kneeled  down  with  his  feet  on  the 
fender ;  uttered  aloud  the  word  ^^Emma ;" 
poured  the  whole  of  the  deadly  contents 
into  his  mouth,  and  succeeded  in  dropping 


the  phbl  into  the  very  heart  of  the  fir»— 
and  the  next  instant  dropped  down  on 
the  hearth-rug,  oblivious,  insensible— ^fcoii. 
However,  it  might  be  that  the  instant  alter 
he  had  done  this  direful  deed,  he  would 
have  GIVEN  thk  whole  universe,  had  it 
been  his,  to  have  undone  what  he  had  done 
— 4ie  had  succeeded  in  effecting  his  object. 
Poor  Mrs.  Brown's  horror,  on  discover- 
ing her  master  stretched  senseless  on  the 
floor,  may  b^  imagined.  Medical  assistance 
was  called  in,  but  •*  the  vital  spark  had  fled.'' 
It  was  clearly  either  apoplexy,  said  the  medi- 
cal man,  or  an  organic  disease  of  the  heart. 
Of  this  opinion  were  the  coroner  and  hit 
jury,  without  hesitation.  He  had  evidently 
been  seized  while  in  the  very  act  of  writing 
to  some  broker.  [Gammon  had  no  more 
stock  of  any  sort,  for  all  he  wrote  that  letter, 
than  the  caVvhich  had  witnessed  his  death.] 
Mr.  Hartley  came,  and  produced  the  letter 
he  had  received,  and  ^oke  of  the  disap* 

E ointment  they  had  all  felt  on  account  of 
is  non«anival :  the  other  letters— the  ap- 
pointments which  he  had  made  for  the 
morrow— all  these  things  were  decisive^-^it 
was  really  scarcely  a  case  requiring  an  in- 
quest ;  but  as  they  had  been  called,  they 
returned  a  yerdict  of  ^*  Died  by  the  Visita- 
tion of  God."  He  was  buried  a  few  days 
afVerwards  in  the  adjoining  churchyara* 
(St.  Andrew's,)  where  he  lies  mouldering 
away  <^uietly  enough,  certainly;  but  as  to 
any  thing  further,  let  us  not  presume  to 
speculate. 

His  <*  friend*'  was  faithful  and  discreet^ 
obeyih^  his  injunctions  to  the  letter.  The 
**  individual"  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Gammon's 
note  to  him,  was  a  very  lovely  girl  whom 
Mr.  Gammon  had  seduced  under  a  solemn 
promise  of  marriage,  who  was  passionately 
attached  to  him,  wnose  name  he  had  uttered 
when  on  the  eve  of  death ;  and  who,  though 
Mr.  Gammon's  creditors  were  entitled  to 
every  farthing  of  the  £2000,  out  of  which 
he  had  so  artfully  swindled  the  Insurance 
Company,  was  yet  generously  allowed  by 
them  to  receive  the  sum  of  JlllOOO. 


CHAPTER  THE  LAST 


With  it«  architect,  fell  that  smprisiBflr 
fabric  of  fraud  and  wrong,  the  rise  and  fall 
of  which  is  commemorated  in  this  history— 
a  fabric  which,  if  it  "  rose  like  an  e&halar 
tton,"  80  like  an  exhalation  disappeared, 
and  with  it  all  the  creatures  which  had 
peopled  it.  Thoogh  Mr.  Runnington*^  vigi- 
lance  and  ability  had  set  matters  into  such 
a  train,  that,  had  Mr.  Gammon  lived  to  cbi^ 
tinue  his  most  ririlful  opposition,  he  could 
not  hare  delayed  for  any  length  of  time  Mr. . 
Aubrey's  restoration  to  Yatton,  yet  the  sud-t 
den  and  most  unexpected  death  of  Mr.  Gam-, 
mon  gieaUy  accelerated  that  event.    Not-' 
withstanding  the  yerdict  of  the  coroner's, 
inquest,  both  Mr.  Aubrey  and  Mr.  Running-, 
ton—^nd  in  fact  very  many  others— etrongly. 
suspected  the  true  state  of  the  case ;  viz. 
that,  in   the   desperation   of  defeat   and 
dreaded  exposure,  he  had  destroyed  him-< 
self. 

^  Towards  the  close  of  the  term,  Mr.  Run- 
nington  went  to  the  proper  office  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain whether  Mr.  Titmouse  had  taken  the 
requisite  steps  towards  defendinff  the  actions 
of  ejectment  commenced  by  Mr.  Aubrey, 
and  found  that,  though  the  prescribed  period 
had  elapsed,  he  had  not ;  in  other  words,  that 
he  had  sofiered  junoMxirr  bt  nsrAVLT. 
Delighted,  though  not  much  surprised  by 
this  discovery,  Mr.  Runnington  resolved  at 
once  to  follow  up  his  victory.  Twas  only 
a  short  and  simple  process  that  was  requisite 


purpose  Mr.  Rumingtcn  inrtantlj  praenei 
a  witiT  OR  posssssioN,  (t.  «•  a  WTUiequuiag 
tkf  sheriff  of  Yorkshire  to  put  Bfr.  Aubicf 
iiito  actual  pos8ee8ioii,)to  oe  engrossed  m 
a  slip  of  pajchment.  This  he  got  assled; 
and  then  obtained  a  warsamt  from  the  A^* 
riff  to  his  officers,  to  execule  the  wriL  Nov, 
the  sheriff  might,  had  it  been  neeeswj, 
have  roused — ^nay,  was  bound  to  do  so— 
the  whole  jMMe  eomiiaius,  in  order  to  compd 
submission  to  his  authority ;  and  I  can  ai- 
sure  the  reader  that  the  whole  pome  eomUt 
tu9  would  have  answered  his  sommiMM  oa 
that  occasion  very  eagerly — bat  it  was  need* 
less.  Who  was  there  lo  resist  him  at  Yai> 
ton)  The  transference  of  the  posieseim 
became,  under  these  circumstances,  a  for 
sligh t  matter-of-fact  affair.  The  undersberii 
of  Yorkshire  drove  up  in  his  gig  to  the  UsH, 
where  he  found  Mr.  Parkinson  waiting  Ui 
arrival— -(no  breaking  open  of  doois  wee 
necessary !) — and  in  a  whispered  wori  or 
two,  informed  Mr.  Parkinson  that  he  Ika 
delivered  the  possession  to  him  for  and  oa 
account  of  Cnarles  Aubrey,  esquire,  kit 
heirs,  and  assigns,  forever— -and  sAer  is- 
marking,  **  what  a  fine  estate  it  was,  and  is 
very  gw)d  order,  cormdtring^^  he  drove  oC 
I  may  add,  that  to  save  the  useless  expesse 
of  some  hundred  writs  of  possession,  "o^ 
tommenU*^  were  taken  from  all  the  teneftt 
-«4.  e.  written  acknowledgments  tbartlKy 
held  under  Charles  Aubrey,  Esquiie,  st 
dieir  sole,  true,  and  proper  landloid.  Thii 
to  effect  such  great  results.  He  took  a  singW  done,  that  gentleman  was  reinstated  uieli 


sheet  of  draf^  paper,  on  which  he  wrote  some 
naif  dosen  lines  called  an  ^*/fiei/it/ur,"  as 
if  he  were  going  to  copy  out  ihe  "  declara- 
tion" in  ejectment,  but  stopped  short  about 
the  fifth  line.  This  sheet  of  paper,  together 
with  another  containing  his  *^Ru]e  for  Judg- 
ment," he  took  tonbe  Master's  office,  m 
order  that  that  functionary  might  ''sign 
jUDSMSifT" — ^which  he  did,  by  simply  writ- 
ing in  the  margin  of  what  Mr.  Runnington 
hSi  written,  the  words— 
*^  Judgment  ngned,  23 J  November^  18 — " 
and  impressing  above  it  the  seal  of  the 
eoart;  and  behold,  at  that  instant,  the  jw-o- 
pertu  in  the  whole  of  the  ^a^XQiIl  ^aVaX^a 
had  become  vested  in  Mr.  Aubic^  a^gKoiX 


that  be  had  been  dispossessed  of,  as 
lutely,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if 
the  events  of  the  last  three  years  had  beeS 
but  a  <2reom-— as  if  such  persons  as  Tittlebit 
Titmouse,  and  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Soap, 
had  never  existed ;  and  Mr.  Griffiths,  tw 
steward,  and  Mr.  Parkinson,  opened  a 
couple  of  bottles  of  port  wine,  which,  with 
the  efficient  assistance  of  Mr.  Waters  an! 
Mr.  Dickons,  the  upper  and  under  baihffst 
Mr.  Tonson,  the  gamekeeper,  and  Mr 
Pumpkin,  the  gardener,  were  vesry  quickly 
empUed  amidst-^in  which  'tts  hoped  ihl 
good-natured  reader  will  join— shouts  of 
^\^^  \vv^>  hl^^  hurrah ! — Hip,  hm,  kb, 


The  next  -step  TOQU\a\ta  was  \o  ai»uifi\TOaa.MaV^    7Vwt^xw;^f^wi^^^SM^^x.\i^£um 
,lbe  jiossese.*<m  ji  ^  V^Y^\  ««  ^Vv^W^V^^x>i^«.  >^w«^cs«^>^^^^ 
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M  forther  relieTinff  his  excited  feelings, 
Ihingr  hie  heeTj  ashen  walking-stick  ap  a 
Bvrprisingr  height  into  the  air ;  and  when  he 
iHul  caught  it  on  its  descent,  as  he  grasped 
it  in  his  huge  homy  hand  in  silence,  he 
■hook  it  shore  his  head  with  a  feeling  that 
he  could  have  smashed  a  million  of  Titmice 
m  a  minute,  if  he  conld  have  got  among 
them.  Then  he  thought  of  Miss  Aubrey 
and  Kate,  and  up  it  went  again,  higher  even 
than  before — ^by  which  time  they  had  all 
come  out  into  the  yard,  and  shouted  again, 
and  again,  and  again,  till  their  voices  rung, 
and  echoed  in  the  air,  and  excited  an  uproar 
in  the  rookery  behind  them. 

While  this  result  of  his  triumphant  ex- 
ertions was  Jbeing  thus  celebrated  at  Yatton, 
Mr.  Runnington  was^xerting  himself  to  the 
utmost  in  London,  in  the  extrication  of  Mr. 
Aubrey  from  all  his  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments; the  chief  of  which  were,  his  two 
promissoiT  notes  for  iB5000  each,  with  in- 
terest, and  the  actions  depending  upon  them, 
the  joint  bond  of  himself  and  Lord  de  la 
Zouch  for  JS  10,000  and  interest,  and  the 
action  pending  for  the  balance  of  Messrs. 
Qoil-k,  Gammon,  and  Snap's  bill,  viz. 
£l  446, 14«.  6(2.  Undoubtedly,  these  matters 
occasioned  him  a  vast  deal  of  trouble  and 
anxiety ;  but  his  experienced  tact,  and  vigi- 
lanee,  and  determination,  overcame  all  oo> 
stacles.  The  balance  of  Messrs.  Quirk, 
Gammon,  and  Snap's  abominable  bill  of 
costs,  melted  away  and  totally  disappeared 
in  the  heat  of  the  taxing  office ;  and  Mrith 
the  aid  of  certain  summary  applications, 
both  to  the  lord  chancellor  and  to  the  com- 
mon law  judees,  and  afier  a  good  deal  of 
diplomacy,  Mr.  Runnington  suceeeded  in 
getting  into  his  hands,  cancelled,  the  above- 
mentioned  two  notes,  on  payment  to  Mr. 
Spitfire,  tor  and  on  account  of  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse, of  j6250,  (of  which  Mr.  Titmouse, 
by  the  way,  got  j6i5,)  and  the  bond  for  ten 
thousand  pounds,  which  was  found  in  the 
strong  box  of  the  late  Mr.  Gammon,  was 
delivered  up  by  Messrs.  Quirk  and  Snap 
on  certain  hints  being  given  them  by  Mr. 
Runnington  of  the  serious  consequences  of 
refusal.  Not  satisfied  with  this,  Mr.  Run- 
nington obtained  from  Mr.  Titmouse  a 
formal  and  solemn  release  to  Mr.  Aubrey 
of  all  claims,  debts,  damages,  and  demands 
whatsoever,  both  at  law  and  in  equity. 
Dot  how  stood  the  matter  of  Mr.  Titmouse's 
liabilities  to  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  respect  of  the 
mesne  profits  during  the  last  two  years  and 
morel  Why,  he  owed  Mr.  Aubrey  a  sum 
of  some  twenty-five  thousand  pounds,  not  one 
fartbine  of  which  would  ever  see  its  vray  into 
the  pockets  of  him  who  had  been  so  cruelly 
defrauded  of  it !  The  greatest  trouble  of 
Mr.  RtumingUmf  however,  was  the  e&tOTtr 


ing  ^e  title-deeds  from  die  ibTee  Jews, 
Mordecai  Gripe,  Israel  Fang,  and  Mephi- 
bosheth  Mahar4Shalal-hash-bax.  Unhappy 
wretches!  they  writhed  and  gaspett  as 
though  their  very  hearts  wets  being  torn 
out;  but  they  had  no  help  for  it,  as  their 
own  attorneys  and  solicitors  told  them; 
since  the  right  of  Mr.  Aubrey  to  his  title- 
deeds  was  clear  and  indisputable,  and  their 
resistance  of  his  claim  would  <mly  entail 
on  them  additional  and  fruitless  expense. 
They  ffrinned,  chatteied,  stottereo,  and 
staropea  about  in  impotent  but  horrible 
fury;  and,  if  they  could,  would  have  torn 
Mr.  Gammon  out  of  his  mve,  and  placed 
his  body,  and  those  of  Messrs.  Quirk  and 
Snap,  over  a  slow  fire !  These  gentlemen 
were  not,  however,  the  only  nersoos  who 
had  been  astounded,  dismayed,  and  defeat- 
ed, by  Mr.  Gammon's  leap  into  the  dark. 
To  say  nothing  of  Mr.  Wigley,  who  might 
now  whistle  mr  his  debts  and  costs,  and 
many  other  persons  who  had  rested  all  their 
hopes  upon  Mr.  Gammon's  powers,  and  his 
responsibility,  his  sudden  death  precipitated 
total  ruin  upon  his  weak  aristocratical  dupe 
and  victim,  the  poor  old  Earl  of  Dreddling* 
ton.  In  addition  to  the  formidable  move- 
ment against  his  lordship  and  Mr.  Gammon 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  on  the  part  of 
their  co-shareholders  and  adventurers,  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  them  to  be  declared 
alone  liable  for  all  the  debts  contracted 
by  the  Gunpowder  and  Fresh  Water  Com- 

5 any,  the  creditors,  rendered  impatient  and 
asperate  by  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Gam- 
mon, began  to  attempt  daily  to  harass  the 
unfortunate  earl  with  their  personal  impor- 
tunity for  payment  of  their  demands,  and 
that  at  his  residence  in  Grosvenor  Square 
and  at  Poppleton  Hall.  At  the  former  they 
were,  of  course,  uniformly  encountered  by 
the  answer  that  his  lordship  was  both  ill 
and  out  of  town.  Upon  that,  down  to  his 
lordship's  nearest  country  residence,  via. 
Poppleton,  went  the  ghief  of  his  infuriate 
creditors,  not  believing^  the  answer  they  had 
received  at  his  lordship's  town-house ;  but 
which  was  there  repeated  to  them,  and  with 
a  peremptoriness  of  manner,  which,  excited  ' 
as  they  were,  they  converted  into  insolence 
and  defiance,  and  a  determined  denial  to  his 
lordship's  creditors.  Upon  this,  they  took 
the  opinion  of  counsel  upon  three  points. 
Firtt,  whether  a  peer  of  the  realm  could  be 
made  a  bankrupt  if  he  became  a  trader; 
Suondly^  whether  the  Earl  of  Dreddling- 
ron's  active  connexion  with  the  Gunpowder 
and  Fresh  Water  Company  constituted  him 
a  trader  within  the  meaning  of  the  bank- 
rapt  \Km%\  axA>  La»iU|nHiV<(i^«t  "^^  ^^Bda^ 
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ecold  detjflj  be  made  a  bankrupt  if  he 
tiaded,  as  an  Eatl  of  Saflfolk  had  been 
deelaied  a  bankrupt  by  reason  of  an  act  of 
bankniptcT  committed  by  him  m  buying  and 
selling  of  wines,  (per  Lord  Chancellor 
Hardwicke,  in  ex  parte  Meymot,  1  Atkjn's 
Reports,  page  301.)  Secondly ^  that  the  Gun- 
powder and  Fresh  Water  Company  was 
one  of  such  a  nature  aa  constituted  its 
members  *'  traders**  within  the  meaning  of 
the  bankrapt  laws.  Thirdly^  that  the  facts 
stated  showed  the  committing  of  an  act  of 
bankruptcy,  on  the  part  of  the  Earl  of 
Dreddlmgton,  by  beginning  to  keep  hie 
houae.^^  Upon  this,  the  more  eager  and 
reckless  of  his  loidship^screditors  instantly 
struck  a  docket  against  him ;  and  thereupon, 
down  came  the  messenger  of  the  court  to 
take  possession  of  his  lordship's  houses 
and  effects,  both  at  Grosvenor  Square, 
Poppleton  Hall,  and  in  Cornwall,  Wales, 
{Scotland,  and  Ireland — that  is,  as  to  the 
last  four,  if  he  could  discover  them.  At 
Poppleton  he  was  sternly  refused  an  en- 
trance ;  on  which  he  produced  his  authority, 
and  protested  that,  if  further  denied,  he 
would  immediateW  proceed  to  effect  an  en- 
trance by  main  force,  come  what  might, 
ind  those  within  must  take  the  conse- 
quences. Afier  a  brief  affrighted  pause,  he 
was  admitted,  and'  immediately  declared 
himself  to  be  in  possession,  under  the 
bankruptcy,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
lord  chancellor,  of  the  premises,  and  every- 
thing upon  them ;  at  the  same  time  announc- 
ing to  the  dismayed  inmates,  that  he  would 
do  nothing  to  give  the  slightest  annoyance, 
or  occasion  apprehensions  to  the  noble 
banknipL  This  very  unusual  occurrence 
found  its  way  into  the  newspapers  of  the 
next  day,  which  brought,  accidentally,  un- 
der the  notice  of  Mr.  Aubrey  the  lamentable 
condition  of  his  haupity  yet  fallen  kinsman. 
He  hurried  off  in  alarm  and  agitation  to  Mr. 
Runnin^n,  and  requested  him  immediately 
to  put  himself  into  communication  with  the 
earl's  solicitor,  whoever  he  miffht  be,  with 
A  view  to  saving  him,  if  possible,  from  the 
indignity  and  ruin  with  which  he  was 
threatened ;  and  then  drove  down  himself 
to  Poppleton,  to  tender  his  personal  services 
in  any  way  that  miglii  appear  most  desira- 
ble. He  was  shocked  indeed  at  finding 
the  house,  and  every  thing  in  it,  in  formal 

f)08session  of  the  bankruptcy  messenger; 
)ttt  much  more  so,  on  learning  the  deplora- 
ble ooodition  of  the  earl  personally.  It 
appeared  that  he  had  most  unfortunately 
witnessed,  during  a  brief  lucid  interval,  and 
while  he  was  bemg  aaaiaved  craX  oC  Vv\a  qax- 


madfl  acquainted  with  the  true  natneifili 
proeeeding,  be  stagveredi^aek  into  the  uip 
of  Miss  Macspleucnaiy2nd  was  soonaft» 
wards  seised  with  another  fit  of  panljw. 
All  this  Mr.  Aubre j,  on  hia  anivaJ,  \eumi 
from  Miss  Macspleuchan,  whom  be  knev 
only  by  name,  and  who  eommnnicated  tb 
dismal  tidings  in  an  agony  of  giief  aai 
agitation. 

The  physician  and  apothecary  were  wilk 
the  earl  when  Mr.  Aubrey  anived;  mL, 
finding  that  he  could  render  no  penonl 
service  to  his  suffering  kinaman,  he  retoraed 
to  town,  assuring  Miss  Maespleachan  tkil 
she  would  see  him  a^ain  on  the  morrow— 
and  that  he  would,  in  the  mean  while,  ^ 
every  thmg  in  his  power,  in  town,  to  anrt 
from  the  earl  the  immediate  effects  of  \m 
fearful  imprudence.  Faithful  to  his  pruoiM, 
he  instructed  Mr.  Runnington  to  do  efvy 
thing  in  reason  to  rescue  the  earl,  and,  ii 
his  person,  the  honour  of  the  family,  fron 
the  impending  misfortune,     ^was,  bov- 
ever,  all  in  vain.     Two  days  afterwardii 
and  before  Mr.  Runnington  had  acted  apoa 
the  instructions  given  to  him  by  Mr.  As* 
brey,  the  latter  received   intelligence*  Hj 
express  from  Poppleton,  that  the  earl  mi 
in  dying  circumstances ;  that  he  was  eon* 
scious  of  his  rapidly  approaching  end;  aad 
was  understood  to  have  expressed  a  wisk  ti 
see  Mr.  Aubrey  before  he  died.     Whea  ht 
arrived,  he  was  at  once  ushered  into  dbt 
earPs  bed-chamber,  and  found  the  Doke  of 
Tantallan  sitting  on  one  side  of  the  bed,aBd 
Miss  Macspleuchan  on  the  other;  she  vai 
weeping  in  silence,  and  her  left  hand  vai 
grasped  between  the  thin  white  hands  of  tk 
earl,  whose  face  was  turned  towards  her. 
His  snow-white  hair  and  wasted  featarei, 
and  the    expression  of   mingled    miieiy, 
feebleness,  and  affection  that  were  in  ha 
eyes,  fixed  heavily  upon  Miss  Macsplan- 
chan,  filled  Mr.  Aubrey  with  a  deep  eoo- 
tion.     The  earl  seemed  a  mere  skeleioo! 
Shortly  after  Mr.  Aubrey  had  entered  tb 
room.  Miss  Macspleuchan  leaned  down  to 
the  earPs  ear,  and,  in  a  whisper,  inforiDfld 
him  of  Mr.  Aubrey's  arrival.     He  did  oM 
seem  at  first  to  have  heard,  or  at  least  ooa- 
prehended,  what  she  had  said  ;  but,  a  few 
moments  afVerwards,  opened  his  eyes  a  lii^ 
tie  wider  than  they  had  been  before,  and 
his  lips  quivered  as  if  with  an  eflbft  it 
speaking.    Then  he  very  feebly  exteadsd 
both  his  thin  arms  towards  Miss  Macspltr 
chan,  who  was  still  leaning  over  htm,  mk 
placed  them  trembling  round  her  neck,  dob 
which,  however,  in  a  moment  or  two,  thcj 
suddenly  fell ;  the  lower  jaw  also  fell:  thi 
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battde  her*  and  who,  aadsted  hj  &  female 
ttUendant,  immediately  removed  her  from 
the  room.  The  Diijce  of  Tantallen  remaiiH 
ed  aitting  where  he  waa,  but  with  hie  face 
averted,  and  his  right  hand  clasping  one  of 
the  hands  of  his  deceased  kinan^an:  and 
Mr.  Aubrey  continued  standing  at  the  foot 
of  the  bed,  his  eyes  covered  by  his  hand. 
Neither  of  them  spoke  for  some  time.  At 
length  the  duke,  very  deeply  affected,  slpwly 
rose,  and  quitted  the  chamber  in  silence, 
followinl  by  Mr.  Aubrey,  as  those  entered 
who  were  to  commence  the  last  sad  offices 
for  the  dead. 

The  duke  undertook  all  the  arrangements 
for  the  funeral ;  and  after  much  melancholy 
converaation  with  his  grace  concerning  the 
shocking  state  in  which  the  earl  had  left  his 
affiura,  and  having  offered  to  provide, 
should  it  be  necessary,  for  Miss  Macspleo- 
chan,  Mr.  Aubrey  took  his  departure. 

**  is  the  carriage  at  the  door  ?"  he  inquired 
of  the  servant  who  stood  in  the  hall  expect- 
ing hia  approach. 

**Yes,  my  lord,"  he  replied;  ''and  his 
words  caused  Loan  Drilwcourt  almost  to 
start  back  a  step  or  two;  and  he  changed 
colour.  Then  he  entered  his  carriage,  and 
continued  in  a  very  melancholy  ami  sub- 
dued mood  daring  the  whole  of  the  drive  up 
to  town.  He  had,  indeed,  now  become 
Lord  Drelincourt— an  event  thus  announced 
the  next  morning  to  the  great  world,  in  the 
columns  of  the  obsequious  Aurora, 

''  Yesterday,  at  his  residence,  Poppleton 
Hall,  Hertfordshire,  in  his  seventieth  year, 
died  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Dreddling- 
ton,  G.  C.  B.,  &c.  Jic.  His  lordship  was 
Fifth  Earl  of  Dreddlington,  and  Twentieth 
Baron  Drelincourt.  The  earldom  (cre- 
ated in  1667)  is  now  eltinct;  but  his  lord- 
ship is  succeeded  in  the  ancient  barony  of 
Drelincourt  (created  by  writ,  12th  Henry 
II.)  by  Charles  Acbriy,  Esq.  of  Yatton, 
in  Yorkshire,  who  is  now  21st  Lord  Dre- 
lincourt, and  has  just  succeeded,  in  recover- 
ing back  the  whole  of  the  Yatton  property, 
which  about  two  yeara  ago,  it  may  be  re- 
membered, was  recovered  in  a  very  extraor- 
dinary manner  (which  is  now,  we  believe, 
the  subject  of  judicial  inquiry)  by  Tittlebat 
Titmouse,  Esq.,  at  present  M.  P.  for  Yat- 
ton. His  lordship  (who  is  now  in  his 
thirW-sixth  year)  took  a  double  firet^lass 
at  Oxford,  and  sat  for  several  yean  as 
member  for  Yatton.  He  married,  in  18 — , 
Agnea,  sole  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  late 
Colonel  St.  Clair,  who  fell  in  the  peninsu- 
lar war,  and  has  issue  by  her  ladyship  two 
shildren,  Charles,  bom  in  18—,  and  Agnes, 
born  in  1& — .  His  lordship  has  no  bro- 
thers, and  only  one  BisteT,  Miss  Catherins 
Aubrey,  who  is  uiideretood  to  be  affianced 
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to  lie  Hon.  Mr.  Delamere,  the  only  son  aad 
heir  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  de  la  Zonch* 
The  late  earl  was  a  staunch  whig ;  but  thi 
present  Lord  Drelincourt  is  a  tory." 

Till  Yatton  could  be  got  ready  for  their 
reception,  tlicy  had  taken,  as  a  temporary 
resioenoe,  a  furnished  bouse  in  Dover 
street,  only  a  few  doom*  distance  from  that 
of  Lord  de  la  Zouch;  and  on  his  arrival 
from  Poppleton  Hall,  Lord  Drelinceurt 
found  Lady  Drelincourt  and  his  sister  had 
not  yet  returned  from  their  afternoon's 
drive.  When  they  drew  up  to  the  door, 
however,  the  closed  shuttera  and  drawn 
blinds  apprized  them  of  the  melancholy 
event  which  had  taken  place.  On  hearing 
*nat  Lord  Drelincourt  was  alone  in  the 
drawing-room,  where  he  had  been  for  up- 
wards of  an  hour,  they  rushed  hastily  up 
staire,  and  in  a  few  moments  Lord  and 
Lady  Drelincourt  had  fondly  embraced  each 
other,  and  Miss  Aubrey,  full  of  eager  affec- 
tion, had  embraced  both  of  them ;  and  then, 
Quitting  the  room,  quickly  returned  with 
*harles  and  Agnes,  now — little  unconseioos 
I  creatures  !•— the  Honourable  Charles  and  the 
•  Honourable  Agnes  Aubrey.  Surely  it  was 
'  not  to  be  expected  that  any  of  themshpuld 
entertain  very  poignant  feelings  of  sorrow 
for  the  death  or  an  individual  who  had  eref 
totally  estranged  himself  from  them,  and 
treated  every  member  of  their  family  with 
the  most  offensive  and  presurAptuous  ins<^ 
lenee— the  bitterest  contempt;  who,  whea 
he  knew  that  they  were  destitute  and  all 
but  perishing,  had  kept  cruelly  aloof  as 
ever,  without  once  extending  towards  them 
a  helping  hand.  Still,  they  had  regarded 
the  afflicting  circumstances  which  attended, 
and  hastened  their  lofly  kinsman's  death\ 
with  sincere  commiseration  for  one  so  weak 
i  and  misguided,  and  whose  pride  had  had 
!  indeed,  so  signal  and  fearful  a  fall.  These 
I  were  topics  which  afforded  scope  for  sad 
but  instructive  conversation  and  reflection ; 
#nd  before  Lord  and  Lady  Drelincourt  laid 
their  heads  on  their  pillows  that  night,  they 
again  devouily  returned  thanks  to  Heavea 
for  the  happy  restoration  "^which  had  been 
vouchsafed  to  them,  and  offered  sincere  and 
fervent  preyere  for  its  guidance  in  every 
stage  of  their  future  career. 

This  event,  of  couree,  threw  them  again, 
for  a  time,  into  mourning.     Lord  Drelin 
court  attended  the  funeral  of  the  late  eail, 
which  took  place  at  Poppleton,  and  was 
plain  and  private;  and  a  few  days  after* 
wards,  ][earning  to  see  Yatton  once  again« 
and  anxious  also  to  give  his  peraonal  diree* 
tions  concerning  very  many  mattera  which 
requited  \h«m^^<e  %R«e^\R^"ww^'Sfc\  ^\  "^'^"'^ 
1  in  the  caim^  ol  \i«t\  ^"^  ^^  'lrfi\tf5^^^\^» 
\  HAS  ^xi^  ^^u  lot  ^Iw  ^»:^^  \ft\^*CM«^ 
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inghtm  on  busmera  of  importance.  L^rd 
Dreiincoort  agreed  to  take  ap  his  abode  at 
Fotheringham  during  his  brief  stay  fai  York- 
shire, and  to  give  no  one  at  Yatton  the  least 
intimation  of  his  intention  to  jtdj  a  visit  to 
them, — ^purposing,  the  morning  after  his 
arrival  at  Fotheringham,  to  ride  over  quietly, 
alone  and  unexpectedly,  to  the  dear  place 
of  his  birth,  and  scene  of  such  signal  trials 
and  expected  joy  and  triumphs. 

*Twas  about  four  o^clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  a  frosty  day  in  the  early  part  of  Decem- 
ber ;  and  Dr.  Tatham  was  sitting  alone  in 
his  plainly-famished  and  old-fashioned  little 
stuav,  beside  the  table  on  which  Betty,  his 
old  housekeeper,  had  just  laid  his  scanty 
show  of  tea-things;  the  small,  quaintly- 
figured  round  silver  tea-pot  having  been  the 
precious  gift,  more  than  twen^  years  be- 
fore, of  old  Madam  Aubrey.  On  his  knee 
lay  open  a  well-worn  parchment^covered 
Elaevir  copy  of  Thomas  d  Kempis^  a  con- 
stant companion  of  the  doctor's,  which  he 
had  laid  down  a  few  moments  before,  in  a 
fit  of  musing ;  and  he  was  gazing  in  the 
direction  of  tne  old  yew  tree,  a  portion  of 
which,  with  a  gray  crumbling  comer  of  his 
ehurch,  at  only  some  two  dozen  yards*  dis- 
tance, was  visible  through  the  window. 
On  one  side  of  his  book-shelves  hung  his 
surplice,  on  a  peg;  and  on  the  other  his 
rusty  shovel -hat,  and  walking-stick.  Over 
the  mantelpiece  hung  two  small  black  pro- 
file likenesses  of  old  Squire  Aubrey,  and 
Madam  Aubrey,  which  they  had  themselves 

S resented  to  the  doctor  nearly  thirty  years 
efore.  Though  it  wts  very  cold,  there 
was  but  a  handful  of  fire  in  the  little  grate; 
and  this,  together  with  the  modicum  of 
o<ftirse  brown  sugar  in  the  sugar-basin,  and 
about  two  tea-spoonfuls  of  tea,  which  he 
had  just  before  measured  out  of  his  little 
tea-caddy,  into  his  tea-cup,  in  order  to  be 
ready  to  put  it  iifto  his  tea-pot,  when  Betty 
should  have  brought  in  the  kettle,  and  four 
thin  slices  of  scantily  buttered  brown  bread  ^ 
all  this,  I  say,  seemed  touching  evidence  of 
the  straitened  circumstances  in  which  the 
poor  doctor  was  placed.  His  clothes,  to*?, 
very  clean,  very  threadbare,  and  of  a  very 
rusty  hue,— down  even  to  his  gaiters,  sug- 
gested the  same  leflection  to  the  beholder. 
The  five  pounds  which  he  had  scraped  to- 
gether for  purchasing  a  new  suit,  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse, it  will  be  remembered,  had  suo- 
eeoded  in  cheating  him  out  of.  His  hair 
was  of  a  silvery  white;  and  though  he  was 
evidently  a  little  cast  down  in  spirits,  the 
expression  of  his  countenance  was  as  full 
nf  benevolence  and  p\ev^  ^a  «jvet. 

He  was,  moTeovw,  coiv%\A«WlVjVj  ^\«ik«t  .  ^      .     .  ^  . 

Chan  when  he  waa  \asil  v^^^*^^  ^  >JtvA>«^^^^«f^  "^'''^^^'*^ 


sinee  nndergone  cpreat  privntion  and  ank^. 
He— ^,  pea<(efuT,  iinofTending  old  so«l!- 
had  long  been  followed  viith  pertimeMSi 
btttemess  and  persecation  by  two  new » 
habitants  of  the  village,  yiz.,  the  Rer.  Souk 
Mudflint  and  Mr.  Blood snek,  Junior.  Tk 
former  had  obtained  a  lease  nom  Mr.  !%• 
mouse  of  the  little  building  which  bad  {» 
merly  been  Miss  Aubrey's  school,  and  \d 
turned  it  into  a  Unitarian  chapel ;  hioiielf 
and  family  residingr  in  part  of  the  bnilifni. 
He  preached  every  Sunday  ai  Doctor  IV 
ham,  turainjg  his  person,  his  habits,  ho 
office,  and  bis  creed  into  bitter  ridicule; 
and  repeatedly  challenging  him,  from  hii 
pulpit,  to  an  open'discussioD  of  the  poitfi 
m  aifference  between  them  !  By  meuM  of 
his  **  moral*'  disconrses  every  Sunday  mon- 
ing,  and  his  *' political"  discourses  efcrr 
Sunday  evening, — and  which  he  used  aB 
his  powers  to  render  palatable  to  those  wlw 
heard  him — he  was  actaally  seducing  avn 
many  of  the  parishioners  from  the  ptrin 
church ;  a  matter  which  began  visibly  to  pm 
upon  the  doctor's  spirits.  Then  Mr.  BIo» 
suck,  too,  was  carrying  on  the  campaip 
briskly  against  the  parson, — against  wIms 
he  had  got  a  'couple  of  actions  peoditf  a 
the  suit  of  parishioners,  in  respect  of  Ui 
right  to  certain  tithes  which  had  neTerW 
fore  been  questioned  by  any  one.  Onl j  dii 
very  day  the  impudent  jackanapes — for  dMd 
I  am  sure,  you  would  have  pronounced  It. 
Barnabas  Bloodsuck  at  first  sight— bad  Mt 
a  ?ery  peremptory  and  ofifensive  letter  to  Ik 
doctor,  which  had  been  designed  by  its  writs 
to  have  the  effect  of  drawing  the  doctor  iSi 
a  sudden  compromise ;  whereas  the  doett; 
with  a  just  sense  and  spirit,  had  resohd 
never  in  any  vray  to  suffer  his  rigfits,  «i 
those  of  his  successors,  to  be  iafrinfei 
Many  and  many  a  weary  walk  to  Mr.  M* 
inson's  office  at  Grilston  had  these  p«it 
eating  proceedings  of  Bloodsock's  cost  tk 
doctor,  and  also  considerable  and  umfoi^ 
able  expense,  which,  had  he  heeo  in  asy 
other  hands  than  those  of  good  Mr.  Parfcit^ 
son,  must  by  this  time  have  involTcd  Ik 
doctor  in  utter  ruin,  and  broken  his  beaH 
Still  generous  according  to  his  mears  Ik 
good  soul  had,  on  his  last  visit  to  GrtlsM^ 
purchased  and  brought  home  with  hin  t 
couple  of  bottles  of  port  wine,  which  he  it 
tended  to  take  on  Christmas  day  to  a  pa« 
brother  parson  in  an  adjoining  parish,  wksi 
wife  haa  been  bedridden  Ibr  ten  years.  Al 
these  matters  mis[ht  well  occasion  Dr.  1^ 
ham  anxiety,  ana  freouent  fits  of  despoai- 
eney,  such  as  that  under  which  he  was  sS^ 
<«dfl9^  when  he  heard  a  gentle  tsppiaf  tf 
V>A»  \^s«c^  ^\s\i^  v^NQsBki^  VOL  his  stadr  ss  ^ 
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Wiy«  suppomng  it  to  be  his  old  housekeeper 
with  his  tea-kettle ;  for  she  had  gone  with 
it  a  few  minutes  before  across  the  yard  to 
the  welU  leaTing  the  front  door  ajar  till  her 
return.  As  he  uttered  the  words  abore- 
mentioned,  the  door  opened.  He  sat  with 
his  back  towards  it;  and  finding,  afler  a 
pause,  that  no  one  entered  or  spoke,  he 
turned  round  in  his  chair  to  see  the  reason 
why,  and  beheld  fi  gentleman  standing 
there,  dressed' in  deep  mourninflr,  and  gazing 
mi  him  with  an  expression  of  infinite  ten* 
deroess  and  benignity.  The  doctor  was  a 
little  of  a  believer  in  the  reality  of  spiritual 
appearances;  and,  taken  quite  off  his  guard, 
jumped  out  of  his  chair,  and  stared  for  a 
saeond  or  two  in  mute  amazement,  if  not 
even  apprehension,  at  the  figure  standing 
silently  m  the  tioorway. 

*'Mrby.!  bless—- bless  my  soul, — can  it 
De*'— he  stammered,  and  the  next  instant 
perceived  thatit  was  indeed,  as  I  may  say, 
the  detirt^of  hU  eyct,  Mr.  Aubrey,  now  be- 
come, s^  the  doctor  had  a  few  days  before 
Aeaid  fjpom  Mr.  Parkinson,  Lord  Drelin- 
eoujct.    . 

*'0h  my.  dear,  old,  revered,  beloved 
ffiend!  do  1  see  you  once  again!"  he  ex- 
claimed,'in  a  tremulous  voice,  as  he  stepped 
hasiily  up  to  the  doctor,  with  his  arms  ex- 
tended towards  him,  and,  graspmg  the  hand 
of  the  doctor  with  vehement  pressure,  they 
both  gazed  at  each  other  for  some  moments 
io  silence,  and  with  the  tears.in  their  eves, 
Ijord  Drelincourt's  soul  touched  within  him 
br  the  evident  alteration  which  had  taken 
place  in  Dr.  Tatham's  appearance. 

^^  And.  is  it  indeed  true,  my  dear  friend  1" 
si  length*  faltered  the  doctor,  still  gazing 
fondly  at  Lord  Drelincourt. 

*<  It.u  your  old  friend,  Charles  Aubrey ! 
dearest  doctor !  God  bless  you,  my  revered 
frieiiid  and  instructor  of  my  vouUi  !**  said 
Lord  Drelincourt,  with  a  full  heart  and  a 
qqivering  lip ;  **  I  am  come,  you  see,  onqe 
more  to  Yatton,  and  first  of  all  to  vou ;  and 
in  your  presence  to  acknowledge  the  good- 
ness .of  God,  for  he  has  been  very  good  to 

mer. 

'«The  Lord  God  of  thy  fathers  bless 

thee !"  elclaimed  Dr.  Tatham,  solemnly ; 

and  Lord  Drelincourt  reverently  received 

the  benison.    A  few  moments  afterwards 

he  sat  down,  opposite  the  doctor,  in  the 

imly  spare  chair  there  was  in  the  room,  and 

they  were  instantly  engaged  in  eager  and 

adfeetionate  converse. 

**  Why,  Mr.  Aubrey,"  quoth  the  doctor, 
with  a  smile,  but  also  a  slight  embarrass- 
mtnt,  '*  I  had  forgotten — Lord  Drelincourt, 
bow  s^ngely  it  sounds!" 

'*  Yes,  it  is  »rue,  such  ia  now  my  name ; 
i»04  believe  me.  I  am  not  yet  reconciled  to 


it,  especially,  dearest  doctor,  in  your  pr»> 
sence !  Shall  I  ever  be  as  happy  as  Lord 
Drelincourt  as  I  have  been  as  Charles  Au- 
brey 1" 

**Ay,  ay,  dear  friend,  to  be  sure  you  will ! 
*Tis  in  the  course  of  God's  providence  that 
you  are  raised  to  distinction,  as  well  as  re- 
stored to  your  own !  Long  may  you  live  to 
enjoy  both! — and  I  hope  at  Yatton,"  ha 
added,  earnestly. 

^'Oh,  can  you  doubt  it,  dearest  doctor  1 
My  heart  is  only  now  recovering  the  wounds 
it  received  in  being  torn  from  this  dear  spot." 

*'And  Mrs.  Au—-  I  mean  Lady  Drelin- 
court. God  Almighty  bless  her !  and  Kate, 
sweet,  dear  Kate!  Well!  She  has  not 
changed  her  name  yet,  I  suppose  ?" 

'*Not  y«/,"  replied  Lord  Drelincourt, 
with  a  cheerful  smile. 

**And  do  vou  mean  to  say  that  you  are  all 
coming  to  old  Yatton  again  1" 

**  Coming  to  Yatton  again  1    Tie  a  little 

fiaradise  to  all  of  us!  Here  we  wish  to 
ive;  and,  when  we  follow  those  who  have 
cone  before  us,  there  we  wish  to  rest!"  said 
Lord  Drelincourt,  solemnly ;  and  he  pointed 
towards  the  churchyard,  with  a  look  that 
suddenly  filled  the  doctor's  eyes  with  tears, 
for  it  brought  full  before  them  the  funeral 
of  Mrs.*  Aubrey.  ' 

'^  I  have  two  letters  for  you,"  said  Lord 
Drelincourt,  ailer  a  pause,  taking  out  his 
pocket-book,  '*from  my  wife  and  sister, 
who  charged  me  to  give  them  into  your 
own  hands,  with  their  fervent  love ;"  and 
he  ^Ave  two  letters  into  the  doctor's  hands, 
which  trembled  with  emotion  as  he  received 
them. 

**]  shall  read  them  by-and-bv,  when  I  am 
alone,"  said  he,  as,  gazing  /ondly  at  the 
superscriptions,  he  placed  the  two  letters  on 
the  mantelpiece. 

'*  Come  in !  come  in !"  quoth  the  doctor, 
quickly,  hearing  a  knocking  at  the  door— 
^Uhat's  Betty.  You  have  not  forgotten  old 
Betty,  have  you  !"  said  he  to  Lord  Drelin- 
court, as  the  good  old  woman  opened  the 
door  in  a  flustered  manner,  with  the  kettle 
in  her  hands,  and  dropped  an  awfu)jL*ourtesy 
on  seeing  Lord  Drelmcourt,  whom  she  in* 
stantly  recognised. 

''  Well,  Betty,"  said  he,  with  infinite 
cordiality,  **  I'm  glad  to  see  you  again,  and 
to  hear  that  you  are  well !" 

^'Yes,  sir! — if  you  please,  sir! — thank 
you  sir!"  stammered  Betty,  courtesying  re- 
peatedly, and  slandinff,  with  the  kettle  in 
tier  hand,  as  if  she  did  not  intend  to  come 
in  with  it. 

"That  will  do,  Betty,"  quoth  the  doctor, 
and  looked  so  d«V\«Ji\Na&  ^v  \jWv\  \i\^v«.r- 

COUn'a  QOOdrtvaXMtc£  ^gN»VXT!ig,tAV>AS«^>^>!^- 

old  aexvanX',  ^^  \>tvn^Vt voA     iai^:\>wsaa». v 
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Jnite  well,  too,*'  he  added,  turning  to  Lord 
>relincourt — ^Thomas  beinff  Betty's  hus- 
band— and  both  of  whom  had  lived  with 
the  doctor  for  some  eighteen  or  twenty  years 

^"Thomas's  business  being  to  ^ok  after  the  seemed  to  be  any  thing  but  gratifTiiif  It 
doctor's  nag  while  he  kept  one,  and  now  to   Messrs.  Bloodsuck  and  Mudflint,  who  vol 


do  odd  jobs  about  the  little  garden  and  pad- 
dock. After  one  or  two  kind  inquiries  about 
hhn, "  I  must  join  you,  doctor,  if  you  please,** 
said  Lord  Drelincourt,  as  Betty  put  the 
kettle  on  the  fire ;  *^  you'll  give  me  a  cup 
of  tea" 

"  A  cup  oC  tea  ?  Ay,  to  be  sure !  Betty ! 
—here,"  said  he,  beckoning  her  to  him,  and 
whispering  to  her  to  bring  out  the  best  tea^ 
things,  and  to  run  out  into  the  village  for  a 
couple  of  tea-cakes,  and  a  little  more  tea, 
and  some  eggs  and  butter,  and  half  a  pound 
of  lump  sugar — for  the  doctor  was  bent  upon 
doing  the  thingr  splendidly  on  so  ?reat  an 
occasion ;  but  Lord  Drelincourt,  wno  over- 
heard him,  and  who  had  asked  to  take  tea 
with  him  only  that  he  mi?ht  not  delay  the 
doctor's  doing  so,  (for  Lord  Drelincourt  had 
not  yet  dined,)  interposed,  declaring  that  if 
any  thing  of  the  sort  were  done  he  would 
leavJB  immediately ;  adding,  that  he  expect- 
ed his  horses  at  the  door  every  moment,  and 
also  that  Lord  de  la  Zouch  (who  had  come 
over  with  him  from  Fotheringham,  and  was 
at  that  moment  at  the  Hall)  would  present- 
ly call  to  join  him  on  his  way  home.  This 
secured  Lord  Drelincourt's  wishes,  and  you 
might,  within  a  few  minutes'  time,  have 
seen  him  partaking  of  the  doctor's  humble 
beverage,  while  they  continued  in  eager  and 
earnest  conversation.  Lord  Drelincourt  had 
that  morniiig  had  a  very  long  conversation 
with  Mr.  Parkinson,  from  whom  he  had 
learned  t\ie  life  of  persecution  which  ^e 
poor  doctor  had  led  for  the  last  two  years — 
and  learned  it,  too,  with  the  keenest  indig- 
nation. The  doctor  himself  softened  down 
niatters  a  ?ood  deal  in  the  account  which  he 
gave  Lord  Drelincourt— but  his  lordship 
saw  at  once  that  the  case  had  not  been  in 
the  least  overstated  by  Mr.  Parkinson ;  and, 
without  intimating  any  thing  of  his  inten- 
tions to  the  doctor,  resolved  upon  forthwith 
taking  certain  steps  which,  had  they  known 
them,  would  have  made  two  persons  in  the 
villacre  shake  in  their  shoes. 

"  What's  that,  doctor  1"  suddenly  inquir- 
od  Lord  Drelincourt,  hearing  a  noise  as  of 
shouting  outside.  Now,  the  fact  was,  that 
the  appearance  of  Lord  Drelincourt  and 
Lord  de  la  Zouch,  and  their  two  grooms,  as 
they  galloped  down  the  village  on  their  way 
to  the  Hall,  (from  which  Lord  Drelincourt, 
as  I  have  stated,  Viad  vjiVVed  Xo  \>\^  Vv^-ax^j^^ 


as  he  rode  in,  was  soon  recogniieJbythaH 
who  were  about,  and  the  news  spr^  fill 
wildfire  that  the  lord  ^  Squire"  had  eoaii 
back,  and  was  then  at  Yatton-^-a  factwhid 


talking  together,  at  the  moment  when  Lori 
Drelincourt  asked  the  qnestion  of  Doett 
Tatham,  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Mudflint,  wboa 
face  seemed  to  have  got  cjeTeral  degrees  ai> 
lower  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  while  Ml 
Bloodsuck  looked  quite  white.  There  wai 
a  continually  increasing  crowd  aboat  iki 
front  of  the  vicarage ;  and  as  they  got  mm 
and  more  assured  of  the  fact  that  Lad 
Drelincourt  was  at  that  moment  in  ^  n> 
carage,  they  began  to  shout  **honikf 
So 

'•What's  that?"  inquired  Loid  Diefr 
court. 

"  Ah !— I  know  !**  cried  the  doctor,  will 
not  a  little  excitement ;  **  they've  found  yoi 
out,  bless  them ! — hark ! — ^I  have  not  beial 
such  a  thing  I  don't  know  how  1  ong.    I  w» 
der  they  don't  set  the  bells  a-rirtfiring !  Wkj, 
bless  me !  there's  a  couple  of  hundred  pet* 
pie  before  the  door!**  exclaimed  he, ate 
navin^  stepped  into  the  front  room,  and  » 
connoitered  through  the  window.    Thcn^ 
the  gloom  of  evening  was  rapidly  deep» 
ing.  Lord  Drelincourt  also  perceived  Ik 
great  number  of  people  that  had  coUeelei 
together,  and  his  eye  having  caught  the  » 
proaching  figure  of  Lord  de  la  Zouch,  H 
whom,  and  the  grooms,  the  crowd  madewty, 
he  prepared  to  leave.    Lord  de  la  Zouch  £•> 
mounted,  and,  entering  the  vicarage,  thoA 
hands  with  the  utmost  cordiality  with  tfe 
little  doctor,  whom  he  invited  to  dioe  ai 
sleep  at  Fotheringham  on  the  morrow,  M^ 
mismg  to  send  the  carriage  for  him.    i^ 
little  doctor  scarce  knew  whether  be  ttad 
on  his  head  or  his  heels,  in  the  exciteaert 
of  the  moment;   and  when  he  and  Lori 
Drelincourt  appeared   at   the  door,  aodi 
great  shout  burst  from  those  present,  itw« 
with  great  difficulty  that  he  could  resist kii 
inclination  to  join  in  it.     It  was  growiif 
late,  however,  and  they  had  a  long  ride  be* 
fore  them:   so  Lord   Drelincourt,  havnf 
stood  for  some  moments   bareheaded  Mi 
bowing  to  all  around,  and  shakin?  baidi 
with  tliose  who  pressed  nearest,  fiulowitf 
the  example  of  Lord  de  la  Zouch,  moQiM 
his  horse,  and  waving  his  hand  affectiooil^ 
ly  to  Dr.  Tatham,  rode  oflf  amidst  the  i»> 
newed  cheers  of  the  crowd.     From  iki 
moment  Dr.  Tatham  had  regained  alxnott 
all  his  former  ascendency  at  Yatton. 

j^«  tKe  two  peers  sat  together  over  ikir 


as  1  have  staled,  naa  wa\Ke<\  \o  vtv^^vi-ax^j^A     ^*  «ie  two  peers  sat  together  over  tsar 
whither  he  was  to  be  fo\\ovieA\i^  l^ot^  \A^\x^R^•»^.«^«^vw|^^^^5^J^^3^5^<sJt  the  R<vi.lfc 
la  Zouch.S  had  createA  apievx^  *exv«^>:\oTv\tvmvA«\DX  -m^^  "^viTt^^TM^ 'SSvc*^^^;^^ 
the  Hllage;  for  Lord  BteV\xiCox«^xw:^\«^l' ^B^^^^^  'K^jfcTsaafc-^^^j^ 
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ttlkiid  togedier  about  the  wanKm  audi  Utter 
ineulte  and  pereeeutione  which  thoee  vor* 
Ifaiee  had  so  lonor  inflicted  upon  suiely  one 
of  the  most  inoffensive,  peaceable,  and  be- 
nevolent beings  upon  the  earth;  Dr.  Tatham, 
the  hiefaer  rose  their  indignation,  the  sterner 
^eir  aetermination  to  punish  and  remore 
bis  enemies.  The  next  mominff  Lord  de  la 
Zooch  wrote  up  to  town,  direetilig  instmo- 
tioos  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Runnineton,  who 
had  conducted  the  proceedings  in  ue  actions 
of  Wigley  V.  Modflint,  and  Wicrlejr  v.  Blood- 
suck,  to  issue  execution  forthwith.  Lord 
Drelincourt  also  d  id  his  part  Almost  every 
hoose  in  the  village  was  his  property,  and 
he  instructed  Mr.  Parkinson  immediately  to 
take  steps  towards  summarily  ejecting  them 
from  the  premises  they  were  respectively 
occupying— convinced  that  by  so  doing  he 
was  removing  two  princi])al  sources  of  nlth 
and  mischief  from  the  village  and  neigh- 
bourhood ;  for  they  were  the  founders  and 
.nost  active  members  of  a  sort  of  spouting- 
ciub  for  radical  and  infidel  speechifying,  and 
pioinoting  the  interests  of  the  Liberal  cause 
at  Yatton,  and  which  club  their  piesenoe 
and  influence  alone  kept  together. 

Early  the  next  morning  Lord  Drelincourt 
^etomed  to  the  Hall,  having  appointed  se- 
veral persons  to  meet  him  there,  on  busi- 
ness principally  relating  to  the  restoration 
of  the  Hall  to  its  former  state,  as  far  as 
pfacticable ;  at  all  events,  to  render  it  fit  for 
the  reception  of  the  family  within  as  short 
a  period  as  possible.  According  to  an  ar- 
fangement  lie  had  made  before  quitting 
town,  he  found,  on  reaching  the  Hall,  a 
gentleman  from  London,  of  great  taste  and 
experience,  to  whose  hands  was  to  be  in- 
trusted the  entire  superintendence  of  the 
contemplated  reparations  and  restorations, 
both  internal  and  external,  regard  beii)g  had 
to  Uie  antique  and  peculiar  character  of  the 
mansion — it  being  his  lordship^s  anxious 
wish  that  Lady  Drelincourt  and  Miss  Au- 
brey, on  their  return,  should  see  it,  as  near- 
ly as  was  practicable,  in  the  condition  in 
which  they  had  left  it.  Fortumitely  the 
little  Vandal  who  had  just  been  expelled 
from  it,  had  done  little  or  no  permanent  or 
mibstantial  injury.  There  was  the  same 
l^reat  irregular  mass  of  old  brickwork,  with 
its  huge  stacks  of  chimneys,  just  as  they 
bad  ever  known  it,  only  requiring  a  little 
pointing.  That  fine  old  relic,  the  castellated 

fateway,  clad  in  ivy,  with  its  gray,  crum- 
ling,  stone-capped  battlements,  and  escut- 
cheon over  the  point  of  the  arch,  had  suffered 
no  change ;  even  the  quaint^  weather-beaten 
son-dial  stood  in  the  centre  of  the  grass-plot, 
within  the  courtyard,  as  they  had  left  it. 
The  yew  trees  atill  lined  the  high  walla 
wbieb  mtrrouadcd  the  courtyard;  and  the 
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fine  old  chimp  of  cedars  of  Lebanon  was 
there  green,  stately,  and  solemn,  as  in 
days  of  yore.  The  moment,  however,  that 
you  passed  the  threshold  of  the  Hall,  you 
sighed  at  the  change  that  had  taken  place. 
Where  were  now  the  armed  figures,  the 
pikes,  bows,  guns,  and  spears,  and  the 
quaint  old  pictures  of  the  early  ancestors 
of  the  family  of  the  Aubrejf  s  t  Not  a  trace 
now  to  be  seen  of  them,  and  it  gave  Lord 
Drelincourt  a  pang  as  his  eye  travelled 
round  the  bare  walls.  But  the  case  was 
not  despnrate.  All  the  aforesaid  pictures 
still  lay  rolled  up  in  the  lumber-room,  where 
they  had  continued  as  articles  utterly  value- 
less ener  since  Mr.  Titmouse  had  ordered 
them  to  be  taken  down.  They  had  been 
brought  down,  and  now  lay  on  the  floor, 
having  been  carefully  unrolled  and  examined 
by  the  man  of  taste,  who  undertook  quickly 
to  remove  the  incipient  ravage  of  mould  and 
dirt  at  present  visible,  and  to  have  them 
suspended  in  their  former  position,  in  such 
a  state  as  that  only  the  closest  scrutiny 
could  detect  any  difference  between  tlieir 
present  and  former  condition. 

The  other  relics  of  antiquity — viz.  the 
armour— had  been  purchased  by  the  late 
Lady  Stratton  at  one  of  the  sales  of  Tit- 
mouse's effects,  occasioned  by  an  execution 
against  him,  and  they  still  were  at  her  late 
residence,  and  of  course  at  Lord  Drelin- 
court's  disposal,  as  her  ladyship's  adminis- 
trator. These,  on  his  seeing  them,  the  man 
of  taste  pronounced  to  be  veiy  fine  and 
valuable  specimens  of  old  English  armour, 
and  undertook  to  have  them  also  in  their 
old  places,  and  in  a  far  better  condition  < 
even  than  before.  Lord  Drelincourt  sighed 
repeatedly  as  he  went  over  every  onf.  of  the 
bare  and  deserted  rooms  in  the  m'lnsion — 
nothing  being  lefl  except  tlie  beautiful 
antique  mantelpieces  of  inlaid  oak,  and  the 
oak-panelling  of  the  different  rooms,  which, 
as  a  part  of  the  freehold,  could  not  be  seized 
as  the  personal  property  of  Mr.  Titmouse. 
His  creditors  had  swept  off,  from  time  to 
tim^  any  thing  that  had  belonged  to  him — 
the  hall,  the  dining-room,  break  last-room, 
drawing-rooms,  the  library,  the  bed-rooms, 
dressing-roomn,  boudoirs  of  Mrs.  Aubrey 
and  his  sister,  the  long  galleries,  the  rooms 
in  which  Charles  ana  Agnes  used  to  romp 
and  play  aboutp— all  was  now  bare  and  de- 
solate, and  the  echoes  of  their  footfalls  and 
voices,  in  passing  through  them,  struck 
Lord  Drelincourrs  heart  with  sadness. 
But  all  this  was  to  be  easily  and  quickly 
remedied ;  for  a  carte  blanche  was  given  to 
the  man  of  taste  at  his  elbow,  who  under- 
took within  two,  o\  ?A.  moftX  \iv\^Vi  T^^vi^ifi 
time,  lo  \fca."v  ^  tiovVvvti^^^ii  ^«i  «^^  ta^^<a.\>saxv 
to  aiijti  toi— ipa\^«A^  iit«ww«i,  ^  -^Xi^ 
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moreineiics  woold  be,  by  tbom  who  were 
eo  deeply  intereeted  in  their  suceese.  On 
leachin^  the  two  rooms  in  the  north-«a8tem 
extremities  of  the  building,  the  windows 
of  which  commanded  a  view  of  nearly 
three-fourths  of  the  estate,  he  gaxed  around 
him  in  silence,  which  those  beside  him 
thoroughly  appreciated.  There  was  nothing 
to  shock  the  eye  or  pain  the  heart;  for,  as 
Mr.  Titmouse  had  been  restrained  from  cutp 
ting  timber,  behold  !  what  a  sight  would  be 
seen  when,  in  the  approaching  spring,  the 
groves  and  forests,  stretching  far  and  wide 
before  him,  should  have  put  on  all  their 
bravery.    And  he  found,  on  inquiry,  and 

Soing  over  a  portion  of  the  grounds,  that 
Ir.  Waters  and  Dickons  had  kept  pretty 
sharp  eyes  about  them,  and  maintained 
every  thing  in  infinitely  better  condition 
than  could  have  been  expected.  Mr.  Ton- 
son  had,  moreover,  looked  very  keenly  after 
the  game;  and  Pumpkin  undertook,  by 
spring-time,  to  make  his  gardens  and  green- 
houses a  sight  delightful  to  behold.  In  a 
word.  Lord  Drelincourt  left  every  thing  un- 
der the  management  of  the  London  man  of 
taste,  and  of  Mr^  Griffiths,  the  former  being 
miided,  of  course,  in  the  purchase  of  the 
leading  articles  ^f  furniture  in  town,  from 
time  to  time,  by  the  tastes  of  Lord  and 
Lady  Drelincourt  and  Miss  Aubrey.  The 
latter  wte  desired  to  re-engage  as  many  qf 
the  former  servants  of  Mr.  Aubrey  as  he 
could,  and  informed  Lord  Drelincourt  of 
two,  in  particular,  who  had  signified  their 
anxious  wish  to  him  on  the  subject,  viz., 
Mrs.  Jackson,  the  housekeeper,  who  had 
lived  in  that  capacity  with  a  brother  of  hers 
at  York,  on  quitting  the  service  of  Mrs. 
Aubrey.  She  was,  of  course,  to  be  imme- 
diately reinstated  in  her  old  place.  The 
other  was  Flarriet,  Miss  Aubrey *s  maid, 
who,  it  may  be  remembered,  was  so  discon- 
solate at  being  left  behind  by  Miss  Aubrey, 
who  had  secured  her  a  place  at  the  late 
Lady  Stratton's,  at  whose  house  she  still 
lived,  with  several  of  the  other  servants,  the 
establishment  not  having  been  yet  finally 
broken  op.  The  poor  girl  very  nearly  went 
distractea  with  joy  on  receiving,  a  short 
time  afVerwards,  an  intimation,  that  as  soon 
as  she  had  got  her  clothes  in  readiness,  she 
might  set  off  for  town,  and  enter  at  once 
upon  her  duties  as  lady^s  maid  to  Miss  Au- 
brey. Finding,  on  inquiry,  that  there  was 
not  one  single  tenant  upon  the  estate  whose 
rent  had  not  been  raised  above  that  which 
had  been  paid  in  Mr.  Aubrey's  time,  he 
ordered  the  rent  of  all  to  be  reduced  to  that 
aiooont,  and  inquiiiet  lo  V>emade  after  seve- 


of  Ihetr  very  qnwtaiiVkid^ 
Having  thuA  net  every  thiifji 
train  for  a  reetomtioii  to  the  fomiff  kpn 
and  contented  state  of  things  .which  f» 
vailed  at  Yalton  before  the  usurpatiaa  i 
Mr*  Titmouse,  Lord  Drelincourt  nXand 
to  town,  hat  first  lefia  hundred  pooniiii 
Dr.  Tatham^s  handa^  to  be  distribaied  atk 
thought  proper  ameoget  the  poorer  viUaya 
and  neighbours  on  Christmas  eve;  asd  tla 
insisted  on  the  doctor^s  acceptance  hioMH 
of  fifty  pounds  in  advancey  on  acooont  d 
his  salary, a  hundred  a-year,.as  chapltislc 
Lord  Drelinconrt,  which  aopointmeet  ihi 
doctor  received  from  his  lordship*i  sSi 
hands,  and  with  not  a  little  delist  Hi 
pride.  His  lordship,  moreover,  desired  Ik 
Parkinson  to  hold  him  lespoDsibls  (at  af 
little  demand  whieh  might  be  due  (nm  ds 
poor  doctor,  in  re8(>eet  of  the  litigatksii 
which  he  haid  been  involved  ;  and  tkas  Dt 
Tatham  was  made  a  finee  man  of  am 
with  no  further  question  abont  his  npttt 
tithes,  or  any  more  of  the  inierruptioa  d 
any  of  the  sources  of  his  little  incoiB^S 
which  be  had  lately  been  aobjected;  id 
with  fifty  pounds,  moreover,  at  his  absolis 
disposal.  The  doctor  made  his  appeanset 
on  Christmas<day  in  a  very  fine  soit  d 
black,  new  hat  and  all,  and  had  a  voj  y 
attendance  at  church,  and,  moreover,  a  vej 
cheerful  and  attentive  one. 

A  day  or  two  after  Lord  DretincooitH 
return  to  town,  Messrs.  Mudflint  ni 
Bloodsuck  received  a  very  pressing  ifiTh» 
tation  to  York  Castle,  whose  hospitaUi 
ownere  would  receive  no  denial.  In  jhm 
Engliah,  they  were  both  taken  in  exeeniis 
on  the  same  day,  by  virtue  of  two  vriti  d 
eapioi  ad  taiirfadendum!,  for  the  daiaa|S 
and  costs  due  Mr.  Wigley ;  via.,  £30i^ 
169.  4d.  from  Smirk  Mudflint,  and  JSfm, 
199.  from  Barnabas  Bloodsuck,  junior.  P«f 
Mr.  Mudfiint !  In  vain — in  vain  bad  bst 
his  Sunday  evening^s  lectures  for  the  htf 
three  months,  on  the  errors  which  ptmid 
all  systems  of  jurispmdence  whidi  anaoii 
any  pecuniary  liabilities  to  political  dr 
fences,  instead  of  leaving  the  evil  to  W 
redressed  by  the  spontaneous  good  tern 
of  society.  A  single  tap  of  the  aboif  i 
officer  on  the  eloquent  lecturer's  sfaouMSi 
upset  all  his  fine  speculations,  just  as  O- 
poral  Trim  said,  that  one  shoveef  the  btj*' 
net  was  worth  all  Dr.  Slop's  metaphjaw 
discourses  upon  the  art  of  war ! 

In  the  next  Yarkaiirt  Stimgo  (wbkk, 
alas !  bet'-  jen  ourselves,  was  very  aastf 
on  ite  !«st  legs)  th^re  sppmred  oos,I  m0 
own,  pf  the  most  magnificent  articles  I  iwr 
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ral  respectable  tensn\a^  wikom  ui^  %xuscvLQCkVlsM^^\xYsfk\^A  snitiiaot  ot  tbe  atioaoas  m   i 
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ineareenltioB  of  the  two  patriots — the  mar* 
trT*patriot8—- Mudflint  ahd  Bloodsuck.  On 
that  dar*  it  is  aaid,  the  son  of  libertv  had 
eel  on  un^land  forever— in  fact,  it  had  gone 
down  in  blood.  The  enliffhteiied  patriot, 
Modflint,  bad  at  lenffUi  fallen  before  the 
combined  forcea  of  bigotry  and  tyianny, 
which  ^ere  now,  in  the  ahape  of  the  Church 
of  England  and  the  arietocracy,  riding  rough- 
shod oTer  the  necks  of  Engliehnen.  In 
bis  person  layproatrate  the  sacred  rights 
of  conaeieDce,  and  the  inalienable  liberty 
of  Englishmen.  He  had  slood  forth,  nobly 
foremost,  in  the  aflray  between  the  people 
mad  their  oppressors;  and  he  had  fallen!— 
but  he  ielt  how  duke  el  decorum  it  waa  pro 
pmtrid  mori !  He  felt  prouder  and  happier  in 
his  bonds  than  could  ever  feel  the  splendid 
fiend  at  F— m,  in  all  his  blood-stained 
magnificence !  It  then  called  upon  the  peo- 
ypls,  in  vivid  and  spiiit^tirring  language,  to 
lias  against  their  grants  like  one  man,  and 
the  days  of  tyranny  were  numbered ;  and 
stated  that  the  first  blow  was  already  struck 
figainst  the  monstrous  fabric  of  priestcraft 


and  tyranny,  for  that  a  subscription  had 
been  already  onened  cm  behalf  of  Mr 
Madflint  and  Mr.  Bloodsuck,  for  the  pur* 
poae  of  dischar^ng  the  amount  of  deb< 
and  costs  for  which  they  had  been  so  infa* 
mousW  deprived  of  their  liberty.  An  un- 
precedented sensation  had  been  already 
excited ;  and  a  reference  to  the  advertising 
columns  ofv  their  paper  would  show  that  the 
work  w^nt  bmveiy  on.  The  friends  of  re- 
ligious and  ci?il  liberty  all  Over  the  country 
were  roused;  they  had  but  to  continue  their 
exertions,  and  the  majesty  of  the  People 
would  be  heard  in  a  voice  of  thunder.  Tni* 
article  produced  an  immense  sensation  in 
that  part  of  York  Castle  where  the  patriots 
were  confined,  and  in  the  immediate  neigh* 
bourhood  of  the  office  of  the  Yorktkirt 
SUngo^  (in  fact,  it  was  the  production  of 
the  masterly  pen  of  Mudflint  himself.) 
Sore  enough,  on  refemng  to  the  advertis- 
ing columns  of  the  Sitngo^  the  following 
did  appear  fully  to  warrant  the  tone  of 
indig  nant  exultation  indulged  in  by  the 
editor  :— 


^  Svbscriptions  already  received  (through  C.  Woodlouse)  towards  raising  a  fund  for 
the  liberation  of  the  Reverend  Smirk  Mudfiint  and  Barnabas  Bloodsuck,  juniar^ 
Esq.,  at  present  confined  in  York  Castle. 


**  An  ardent  admirer  of  the  talents  and  character  of  the  Reverend 

••Smirk  Mudfiint, 

•^Several  friends  of  the  Rev.  S.M., 

••Anonymdus,       -•--.-.-- 
•'  John  Brown,  Esq.,  -------- 

**  James  Smith,  Esq.,    --•--.-- 
••John  Jones,  Esq  M    •-.--«-- 
••  Sir  Harkaway  Rotgut  Wildfire,  Bart.,         .        .        -        . 
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Now,  to  conceal  nothing  from  the  reader, 
whose  confidence  my  candour  has,  I  feel 
sure,  gained  me  long  ago,  I  regret  to  inform 
him,  Uiatt  with  the  exception  of  Sir  H.  R. 
Wildfire,  Bart^  the  above  noble-spirited  in- 
Tlividuals,  whom  no  one  had  ever  heard  of  in 
or  near  to  Grilston,  or  anywhere  elae,  had 
their  local  habitation  and  their  name  only 
in  the  fertile  brain  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mucf- 
flint,  who  had  hit  upon  this  device  aa  an 
eflleetaal  one  for  getting  up  the  steamy  (to 
■sea  modem  and  significant  sxpression,) 
sod  (riving  the  mighty  impulse  which  was 
vequisite  to  burst  me  bonds  of  the  two  im- 
~  patriots. 


Sir  Harkaway*8  name  was  in  theltst,  to 
be  sure,  but  that  was  on  the  distinct  under- 
standing that  he  was  not  to  be  called  on  to 
pay  one  farthing;  the  bargain  being,  that, 
if  he  would  give  the  sanction  of  his  name 
to  Messrs.  Mudfiint  and  Bloodsuck,  they 
would  allow  him  to  have  the  credit,  graiis^ 
of  so  liberally  supporting  the  liberal  cause. 

The  following,  however,  were  real  and 
bonajldc  names  and  subscriptions  collected 
during  the  ensuing  three  weeKS ;  and  though, 
when  annexed  to  the  foregoing  flourishing 
commencement  of  the  list,  they  give  it,  1 
must  own,  a  somewhat  tadpole  appeanncei 
yet  here  they  follow : — 

JE.     #•    o* 

*•  Subscriptions  already  received,  ------  660    0    0 

••  Cephas  Woodlouse,  Esq., 110 

**  Barnabas  Bloodsuck,  Esq.,  senior       -       -       -        •        -  110 

••  Gurgle  Glister,  Esq., 0  10    0 

••  Going  Gone,  Em., ^1^ 

•^SimoB  Snooks,  £^f.« ^^^ 

''•T/ranls,  beware  I  r ^%% 

'''Osewlio  is  leadj  to  ascend  the  tenfold,  V!i«tvTax«d;  •  •       ^   %  ^ 
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"•Behemoth,' 

*«  *  A  foe  to  priestcraft,'         -        -        -       ^ 
**  •  BritoDS  KBTER  shall  be  slares !'     -       •       - 
**  *  Down  with  the  aristocracy !'     -        •       • 
*• « Free  inquiry,'        -.--•• 
**  *  Brutas  and  Oaasias,'  (each)      .        .       • 
**  *  Virtue  in  prison,  beiUr  Hian  vice  in  a  eoMlk^    • 


•♦•Defiance! 
••  Small  sums. 
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Bfaking  a  grand  total  of  earns  actually  reoeiyed  by  the  editor  of  the  Yorkakat 

StingOf  of        •        -        -        -        £3     13     6% 

Certainly  this  was  ••not  as  good  as  coald 
have  been  expected"-— as  the  editor  subse- 
quently owned  in  his  leading  arUl^ie— -and 
asked,  with  sorrowful  indignation,  how  the 
people  could  pxpect  any  one  to  be  true  to 
them  if  they  were  not  true  to  them^ves. 
He  said,  our  cheeks  tingle  with  shame  on 
looking  at  the  paltry  list  of  additional  coor 
tributions — •'  Oh,  lame  and  impotent  con- 
elusion"  to  so  auspicious  a  commencement ! 
This  was  very  fine  indeed.  It  came  very 
well  from  Mr.  Woodlouse  in  his  editorial 
capacity;  but  Mf.  Woodlouse,  in  his  ca- 
pacity as  a  man  qf  business,  was  a  yeir 
different  person.  Alas !  that  it  should  (all 
to  my  lot  to  inquire,  in  my  turn,  with  sor^ 


rowful  indignation— was  there  no 
among  thievcM  9  But,  to  come  to  the  fm^ 
it  fell  out  in  this  wise.  Patriots  must  Sm% 
eren  in  prison ;  and  Mn  Mudflint,  buf 
sorely  pressed,  wrote  a  letter  to  his  •'Dw 
Woodlouse,"  asking  for  the  amount  of  si^ 
scriptions  receiTed  up  to  that  date.  He  » 
eeiVed,  in  return,  a  most  friendly  oots,  i^ 
dressed  ••My  dear  Mudflint"-^opiiig  tfe 
air  of  the  castle  agreed  with  him— ayif 
how  he  was  missed  from  the  Libetal  cm 
and  would  be  receired  with  open  anmif  j 
erer  he  irot  out— and  eocloainir  a  nieelf' 


got 
drawn-out  debtor   and   creditor 
headed-—   . 


••The  Rev.  Smirk  Mud  flint  and  Barnabas  Bloodsuck,  Esq.,  in  acooant  wiA  C«pbi 
Woodlouse,"  in  which  every  farthing  of  the  above  sum  of  dS3, 13ff.  6}d.  vW 
£iitlifully  set  down  to  the  credit  side ;  but,  alas  !-*<>&  the  debit  aide  stood  the  kk 
lowing:— 

••To  Advertbing  lists  of  Subscriptions  m  Y,  S,f  (three  weeks,)  3  15  6 
••To  Circulars,  Hand-billSf&c.,- (as  per  order,)  -  •  -  9  13  9 
••  Postage  and  sundries,  •        -        -        •        •        •        •        -043 


••  By  cash,  amount  of  Subscriptions  received,    • 


••  Balance  due  to  C.  W. 


£6 
-    3 


13 


6 


jg3    0    Oi" 


On   perusing  the  above  document,  sotlessnessof  worldly  friendship,  his  thoegb* 


ureffnant  with  f>erfidv  and  extortion,  Mr. 
Mud  flint  put  it  into  bis  pocket,  and,  slip- 
ping ofif  to  his  sleeping-room,  closed  the 
door,  took  off  his  garters,  and,  with  very 
deadly  intentions  towards  himself,  wafe  tying 
them  together-feasting  a  ghastly  glance, 
oocasionally,  to  a  great  hook  in  the  wall, 
which  he  could  just  reach  by  standing  on  a 
stool — when  he  was  discovered,  and  re- 
moved, with  his  hands  tied  behind  him, 
••  to  the  strongroom,"  where  he  was  fastened 
to  a  heavy  wooden  bench,  lUdd  left  to  ills 
meditations.  Soluude  and  reflection  re- 
stored the  affi'icled.  patient  to  something 
like  composare  andtcavwc^xvoiv,  ^w^^lveiife-' 
fleeting  deeply  onlhasSVfts^iiea&MA'^at^' 


firradually  turned  towards  a  better  pket  ■ 
haven  of  rest— via.  the  Insolvent  Debloa^ 
Court. 

The  effect  of  this  infamous  tiijitniMl 
upon  his  fellow  'captive,  Bloodsm^,  «■ 
quite  different  Having  sworn  one  asgli 
pr9digious  oath,  he  eneloeed  the  abofss^ 
count  and  sent  it  off  to  his  fioher,  in  the  ftl 
lowing  pithy  letter : — 


«*Tork  Outie,  S9ik  !>«.,  10-% 

••Dear  Father, 

••  Read  the  enclosed,  and  then  actf  «p 
Woodlouse,    . 

y^K^sax  affectionate  Son« 
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The  M  gentlflviaiit  on  nading  the  $howe 
end  itsenelosure,  immediately  issued  execo- 
tion  aseinBt  Woodiousey  on  a  cognovit  of  his 
for  jSi50t  which  had  heen  giren  to  the  finn 
of  Bloodsuck  and  Son  for  the  balance  of  a  bill 
of  theirs  for  defending  him  nnsiiecessfanY 
against  an  action  for  an  in&mods  libel. 
Nobody  would  bid  any  thing  for  his  mori* 
Inind  paper;  he  had  no  other  effects;  and 
was  immediately  taken  in  execution,  and 
sent  to  York  Castle,  where  he,  Bloodsuck, 
and  Mttdffint,  whenever  they  met,  could 
hazdlf  be  restrained  from  tearing  one  an- 
other's eyes  out. 

Thus  It  is  that  reptiles  of  this  sort  prey 
npon  each  other.  To  **  begin  nothing  of 
C  which  you  have  not  well  considered  the 
f  end,'*  is  a  saying  the  propriety  of  which 
every  one  recognises  when  he  hears  it  enun* 
eiated,  but  no  one  thinks  of  in  the  conduct 
of  actuid  life;  and  what  follows  will  illus- 
trate the  truth  of  my  reflection.  'Twas  a 
.eapital  notion  of  Mudflint's  to  send  ferth 
•such  a  splendid  list  of  sham  subscribers, 
•nd  it  was  natural  enouj^  for  Mr.  Blood- 
•ttck  to  assent  to  it,  and  Mr.  Woodlouse  to 
become^  the  part^  to  it  which  he  did—but 
who  could  have  foreseen  the  conseq^ence8 1 
A  ouarrel  among  rogues  is  alwajrs  attended 
wiu  ugly  and  unexpected  consequences  to 
themselves.  Now,  here  was  a  mortal  feud 
between  Mr.  Woodlouse  on  the  one  side, 
and  Messrs.  Mudflint  and  Bloodsuck  on  the 
other;  and  in  due  coarse  of  time  they  all 
applied,  as  a  matter  of  course,  for  relief 
under  the  Insolvent  Debtor's  Aot  Before 
they  got  to  the  question  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  debt--viz.  the  penalties  in  an 
action  for  the  odious  offence  of  bribery— in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Mudflint,  he  had  to  en- 
eoonter  a  very  serious  and  truly  unexpect- 
ed obstacle— viz.  he  had  given  in,  with 
tl^e  minutest  accuracy,  the  items  of  the 
«  subscription,  amounting  to  JS3,  13s.  5|(/., 
but  had  observed  the  most  mysterious  and 
(as  he  might  suppose)  politic  silence  con- 
cerning the  greater  sum  of  dS650,  which 
had  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
creditors  of  Messrs.  Mudflint  and  Blood- 
suck by  Mr.  Woodlouse.  On  the  news- 
paper acknowledging  the  receipt  of  that 
large  sum  being  produced  in  court,  Mr. 
Mudflint  made  very  light  of  the  matter, 
simply  smiling  and  shruffging  his  shoul- 
ders; but  when  Mr.  Woodlouse  vras  called 
as  a  witness,  you  may  guess  the  oonstema- 
tion  of  Mr.  Mudflint,  on  hearing  him  swear 
tlut  he  had  certainly  never  himself  received 
the  money,  but  had  no  doubt  of  Mr.  Mnd* 
flint  having  done  se-»whioh,  in  fact,  had 
always  been  his  impression;  for  when  Mr. 
Mudflint  had  furnished  him  with  the  listy 
which  he  prodaced  in  court,  ia  Madflitti*% 

9Y 


handwriting,  he  inserted  it  m  his  paper  ae 
a  matter  of  course— taking  it  to  be  a  b&na 
JIde  and  matter-of-fact  transaction.  The 
evident  consternation  of  Mudflint  satisfied 
all  who  heard  him  of  his  villany,  and  the 
truth  and  honesty  of  Woodlouse,  who 
stuck  to  his  new  version  of  the  afiair  man- 
fully. But  this  opened  quite  a  new  view 
of  his  position  to  if  r.  Bloodsuck,  who,  on 
finding  that  he  must  needs  adopt  either 
Mudflint's  or  Woodlouse's  version  of  tho  ' 
sffair,  began  to  reflect  upon  the  disagreea- 
ble effect  it  would  have  upon  the  connexion 
and  character  of  the  respectable  firm  of 
Bloodsuck  and  Son,  for  him  to  ap'pear  to 
have  been  a  party  to  such  a  shocking  fraud 
upon  the  public,  as  a  sham  list  of  subscri- 
bers, and  to  so  large  an  amount.  He  there- 
fore swore  stoutly  that  he  had  always  been 
under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Mudflint  had 
received  the  dS650,  and ^very  much  regretted 
to  find  that  that  gentleman  must  have  heetk 
appropriating  so  large  a  sum  to  himself. 
This  tallied  with  Woodlouse's  account  of 
the  matter;  and  infinitely  disgusted  waa 
that  gentleman  at  finding  himself  so  cle- 
verly outwitted  by  B]o(3suck.  On  l^is 
Mudflint  turned  with  fury  upon  Bloodsuck, 
and  he  upon  Mudflint,  who  abused  Wood* 
louse;  and  eventually  the  court,  unable  to 
believe  any  of  them,  remanded  them  all 
till  the  next  court  day;  addressing  a  very 
stem  warning  to  Mr.  Mudflint,  concerning 
the  serious  consequences  of  his  thus  frauo- 
ulently  concealing  his  property  from  his 
creditors.  By  the  time  of  his  being  next 
brought  up,  Mudflint  had  bethought  him- 
self of  a  mode  of  collaterally  combating 
the  truth  of  his  version  of  the  affair  of  that 
accursed  first  list  of  subscribers — viz. 
summoning  Sir  Harkaway  Rotgut  Wild- 
fire ;  whom  he  confidently  asked  whether, 
for  all  his  name  appear^  in  the  subscrip- 
tion list,  he  had  really  ever  given  one  far- 
thing of  the  £50  there  mentioned  ?  Had 
Mr.  Mudflint  been  a  long-headed  man,  he 
would  never  have  taken  this  step ;  for  Shr 
Harkaway  could  ntver  be  supposed  capable 
of  brinpfing  himself  to  admit  that  he  had 
allowed  himself  to  be  a  party  to  such  a 
deceit  upon  the  public.  On  a  carefbl  con- 
sideration of  the  circumstances,  therefore. 
Sir  Harkaway,  having  an  eye  solely  to  his 
own  credit,  first  said  Stat  he  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  allowing  his  name  to  appear  in 
such  lists  without  his  having  actually  paid 
the  sum  nsroed;  then  he  swore  that  he 
thought  he  must  have  paid  it;  then,  that 
he  had  very  little  doubt  on  the  subject; 
then,  that  he  had  no  doubt  in  the  matter  at 
aU ;  then,  that  he  knew  ^2tv'^^  \xw  ^^v^  ^ 
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Ailinctly.  On  tkis  complete  ooninnatimi 
of  the  roguery  of  Mudflint,  he  wag  instant- 
1t  reprimanded  severely,  and  remanded  in- 
defimtely ;  the  whole  conn  belieTing  that 
be  had  appropriated  to  hit  own  use  every 
fiirthing  ot  the  dS650,  defrauding  even  his 
fellow-prisoner,  Mr.  Bloodsuck.  It  was  a 
rood  while  before  Mr.  Mudflint  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  this  astounding  conduct 
of  Sir  Harkaway.  He  felt  certain  that, 
somewhere  or  other,  be  had  a  letter  from 
him  which  would  satisfy  everybodv  of  the 
peculiarly  unpleasant  position  in  which  the 
worthy  baronet  had  placed  himsell  And 
•nre  enough,  on  desiring  his  wife  to  insti- 
tute a  rigorous  search  over  his  papers,  she 
wcceedM  in  discovering  the  following, 
which  she  at  once  forwanied  to  her  disoon- 
tolate  husband  :— 

•*  Vtew-Hallo  HaU,  S7th  Dt.  la-. 

••Sir, 

•*  I  have  a  considerable  regard  for  your 
■ervices  to  liberty,  (civil  and  religious,)  and 
mm  willing  to  serve  you  in  the  way  you 
wish.  You  may  put  me  down  in  the  list 
lor  any  things  you  please,  as  my  name  car- 
lies  weight  m  the  county — but,  of  course, 
you  know  better  than  to  kill  your  decoys 
duck, 

"  Sir, 
••  Your  obedient  servant, 

••  H.  R.  Wuj>nu. 

«•  Tb«  ReT.  Mr.  lladflint. 

This  unfortunate  letter,  in  the  first  frenzy 
ol  his  rage  and  exultation,  Mudflint  in- 
stantly forwarded,  with  a  statement  of  facts, 
to  the  editor  of  the  Drue  Bhte  newspaper, 
which  carried  it  into  every  comer  of  the 
eounty  on  the  very  next  morning;  and  un- 
doubtedly gave  thereby  a  heavy  blow  and 
a  great  discoura^ment  to  the  Liberal  cause 
all  over  Yorkshire,  for  Sir  Harkaway  had 
been  till  then  looked  upon  as  a  very 
staunch  and  powerful  supporter  of  it. 

Very  shortly  after  Messrs.  .Mudflint  and 
Bloodsuck  had  gone  to  pay  this,  their  lone- 
expected  visit,  to  the  governor  of  Yonc 
Castle,  Mr.  Parkinson  required  possession 
«f  the  residence  of  each  of  them,  in  Yat- 
lon,  to  be  delivered  up  to  him  on.behalf  of 
liOrd  Drelincourt,  allowing  a  week's  time 
ibr  the  removal  of  the  few  effects  of  each ; 
after  which  period  had  elapsed,  the  pre- 
mises in  €||uestion  were  completely  cleared 
of  etery  thmg  belonging  to  their  late  odious 
eeeuMnts — ^who,  in  all  human  probability. 


another  cryioff  nql«apea»  vis.:  die  ydB» 

house  known  by  the  name  of  The  To^ 

Arms,  was  got  rid  of;  it  having  hen  » 

solved  upon  oy  Lord  Dreltneoort  that  thM 

should  be  thenceforth  hot  one  pubho-bosn 

in  Yatton,  vis.,  the  qaiet,  old,  origisil  kt 

brey  Arms,  and  which  was  quite  suffiMSt 

for  the  purposes  of  the  inhabitants  of  ikc 

village.    Two  or  three  other  persons  whi 

had.jcrept  into  the  village  dnnng  thelll^ 

moose  dynasty  were  similarly  dealt  wiA, 

infinitely  to  the  satisfaeUon  of  those  hi 

behind ;  and  by  Christmas  day  the  YiUifi 

was  beginning  to  show  signs  of  a  rotoras 

its  former  condition.     The  works  gotof  m 

at  the  Hall  gave  an  air  of  che»fu  bath 

and  animation  to  the  whole  neighboorhMii 

and  afforded  extensive  employment  it  i 

season  of  the  year  when  employment  va 

most  wanted.     The  chapel  and  reflidiiei 

of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mudflint  underwent  a  npi 

and  remarkable  alteration.     Tliefartvtt, 

that  Mr.  Delamere  had  conceived  the  IM 

which,  with  Lord  Drelincourt^s  coeseat,  hi 

proceeded  to  cairry  immediately  imo  eaot 

tion»  of  pulling  down  the  existing  stmelan, 

and  raising  in  its  stead   a  very  beialitt 

school^  and  filling'  it  with  sehobii,  wi 

providmg  a  matron  for  it,  by  way  of  firiif 

a  pleasant  surprise  to  Kate  on  her  retmie 

Yatton.    He  engaeed  a  well-known  ttS- 

tect,  who  submitted  to  him  a  plan  of  a  mj 

beautiful  little  Gothic  stmctore,  adapted  if 

receiving  some  eighteen  or  twenty  sckoha, 

and  also  affording  a  permanent  rmiettt 

for  the  mistress;  ana  whose  plan  hdm 

heartily  approved  of  by  Mr.  DelaoMre  m 

Dr.  Tatham,  whom  he  had  taken  bio  bs 

counsel  in  the  affair,  they  received  a  pMp 

that  the  school  should  be  completed  md  a 

for  occupation  within  three  months' tiaa; 

There  was  to  be  in  the  front  a  small  tai 

tasteful  tablet,  bearing  the  inscriptioi^-> 


The  mistress  of  Kate^s  former  sekooi  gbd 
ly  relinqubhed  a  similar  situation  whiea  ils 
held  in  another  part  of  the  county,  in  orte 
to  return  to  her  old  one  at  Yatlon,  and  fk 
Tatham  was,  in  the  first  instance,  to  sebel 
the  scholars,  who  were  to  be  clothed,  tf 
Delamere's  expense,  in  the  former  neat  asd 
simple  attire  which  Jiad  been  adopted  W 
Miss  Aubrey.  How  he  delighted  to  thisk 
of  the  charming  surprise  he  was  thss 


would  never  asaia  have  an  opportunity  of  I  paring  for   his   lovely  mistress,  and  bf 

•sttling  themaeivea  \nYaiaonr-Ax£ai^^ii^^  \a  y«\iv^^  ^<^«ubda  time,  he  was  seem^ 

deUght  of  Dt,  Tathim  and  iXV  iSfek^\MKMQt\^cA  ^ar  %  ^^tiRKswc^  %kA.  v^^asse^ar  « 


TBN  THOUSAND  A  YKilL 
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JIbmit  M»  time  tfaeie  camera  nnenii 
election,  tho  nation  beingr  thoroughly  dia- 
inatod  with  the  ehaiacter  and  conduct  of  a 
mat  many  of  those  who  had,  in  the  direful 
Kobbttb  of  the  last  election,  contrived  to 
eieep  into  the  House  of  Commons.  All  I 
have  to  do,  howerer,  at  present,  with  that 
most  important  election,  is  to  state  its  effect 
•pen  the  representation  of  the  borooffh  of 
Yatton.  Its  late  member,  Mr.  TitQebat 
Titmouse,  it  completely  annihilated.  Of 
eonrse,  he  made  no  attempt  to  stand  again; 
nor,  in  fact,  did  any  one  m  the  same  inte- 
rest. ,  The  Torkthire  Stingo  tried  despe- 
rately to  get  up  a  contest,  but  in  yam. 
Mr.  Going  Gone— and  even  Mr.  Glister — 
were  quite  willing  to  hare  stood— -but,  first, 
neither  of  them  could  afford  to  pay  his  share 
of  the  expenses  of  the  huttings;  and, 
eecondlj,  tiiere  were  exceeding  great  diffi- 
euities  m  the  way  of  either  of  %em  procur- 
ing a  qualification.  Besides,  the  more  sen* 
sible  eren  of  the  strong  Libersl  electors, 
had  become  alive  to  the  exquisite  absurdity 
0f  retumtng  such  persons  as  Titmouse,  or 
any  one  of  his  class.  Then  the  Quaint 
Club  had  ceased  to  exist,  partly  through 
tiie  change  of  political  feeling  which  was 
rapidly  gaining  ground  in  the  borough,  and 
partly  through  terror  of  the  consequences 
of  bribery,  of  which  the  miserable  fate  of 
Mudflint  and  Bloodsuck  was  a  fearful  in- 
stance. In  fact,  the  disasters  which  had 
befallen  those  gentlemen,  and  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse, had  completely  paralysed  and 
crushed  the  Liberal  party  at  Yatton,  and 
disabled  it  from  ever  attempting  to  contend 
against  the  paramount  and  legitimate  influ- 
ence of  Lord  Drelincourt.  The  result  of 
all  this  was,  the  return,  without  a  contest, 
of  the  Honourable  Geoffry  Level  Delamere 
as  the  representative  of  the  borough  of  Yat- 
ton in  the  new  Parliament ;  an  event,  which 
he  penned  his  first  frank  in  communicating 
to  a  certain  young  lady  then  in  London. 
Nothing,  doubtless,  could  be  more  delight- 
ful for  Mr.  Delamere;  but  in  what  a  direful 
predicameni  did  the  loss  of  his  seat  place 
the  late  member,  Mr.  Titmouse  t  Just 
consider  for  a  moment.  Mr.  Flummery's 
promise  to  him  of  a  *^  place'*  had  vanished, 
of  course,  into  thin  air— having  answered 
its  purpose  of  securing  Mr.  Titmouse's  vote 
up  to  the  very  moment  of  the  dissolution ; 
an  event  which  Mr.  Flummery  feared  would 
tend  to  deprive  himself  of  the  honour  of 
serving  his  country  in  any  ofiicial  capacity 
for  some  twenty  vears  to  come— if  he  should 
•o  lon^  live,  and  the  country  so  long  sur- 
vive his  exclusion  from  office.  Foiled  thus 
miserably  in  this  ouarter,  Mr.  Titmouse 
applied  himself  wito  redoubled  energy  to 
Moder  andMle  bia  other  reaonieaai  and 


made  repeated  and  most  impassioned  appYi- 
eations  to  Mr.  O'Oibbef— who  never  took, 
however,  the  slightest  notice  of  any  ot 
them:  considering  very  JustiT  that  Mr 
Titmouse  was  no  more  entitied  to  receivs 
back,  than  he  had  originally  been  to  lend, 
the  dS500  in  question.  As  for  Mr.  O'Doodk 
and  Mr.  M'Squash — ^they,  like  himself^ 
were  thrown  out  of  Parliament ;  and  no  one 
upon  earth  seemed  able  to  tell  whither  they 
had  gone,  or  what  had  become  of  tiiem, 
thou^  there  were  a  good  many  people 
who  made  it  their  business  to  inquire  into 
the  matter  very  anxiously.  That  quarter, 
therefore,  seemed  at  present  quite  hopeless* 
Then  there  was  the  Honourable  Empty 
Belly,  who  owed  him  a  hundred  pounds; 
— but  he,  the  moment  that  he  lost  nis  elec- 
tion, caused  it  to  be  given  out  to  any  one 
interested  in  his  welmre— and  there  sud- 
denly appeared  to  be  a  great  many  such — 
that  ne  was  gone  on  a  scientific  expedition 
to  the  Soutii  Pole,  from  which  he  trusted , 
though  he  was  not  very  sanguine,  that  he 
should  one  day  come  back.  All  these 
things  drove  Mr.  Titmouse  very  nearly  be* 
side  himself— and  certainly  his  position 
was  a  litUe  precarious.  When  Paniament 
w^s  dissolved  he  had  in  his  pocket  a  couple 
of  sovereigns,  the  residue  of  a  five-poutid 
note,  out  of  which,  mirabik  dictUf  he  had 
actually  succeeded  in  teasing  Mr.  Flum- 
mery on  the  evening  of  the  last  division ; 
and  these  two  sovereigns,  and  a  shirt  or 
two,  and  the  articles  actually  on  his  person, 
and  a  copy  of  Hoanona,  were  all  his  assets 
to  meet  liabilities  of  about  a  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds ;  and  the  panoply  of  parlia- 
mentary '*  privilege*'  was  dropping  off,  As 
it  were,  daily.  In  a  very  few  days'  time, 
in  fact,  he  would  be  at  the  mercy  of^a  terrific 
host  of  creditors,  who  were  waiting  to 
spring  upon  him  like  so  many  famished 
wolves.  £veiy  one  of  them  had  fiven  in 
his  action  up  to  Judgment  for  both  debt  and 
coets-^and  had  his  Ctu  Ca,  and  JY.  /b.  ready 
for  use  at  an  instant's  notice.  There  were 
three  of  his  creditors— the  three  Jews, 
Israel  Fang,  Mordecai  Gripe,  and  Mephi- 
bosheth  Mahar-Shalal-haah-baz — ^who  had 
entered  into  a  solemn  vow  with  one  another 
that  they  would  neter  lose  sight  of  Titmouse 
for  one  moment,  by  day  or  by  night,  what» 
ever  pains  or  exnense  it  might  cost  them— 
until,  the  period  of  privilege  having  ex- 
pired, they  should  be  at  liberty  to  pTange 
their  talons  into  the  carcass  oi  their-  little 
debtor.  There  were,  in  fact,  at  least  a  hun- 
dred of  his  creditors  ready  to  pounce  upon 
him  the  instant  that  he  should  make  the 
slightest  attemi^t  to  0^11^"^  «^^^«  "^^ 
lodffin^  c»na\iXal\<,%x  ^^'°=^^\^\T'^^ 
xsSbie  VMie  ToovA. 
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^ 

aimal .  hoQM  in  Westmioflter^  not  far  from  I;  ing— tra»  a^  a  small  faTem,  at  only  alif 
16  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  two, '  doors'  distai|oe   from    his   lod£uiss» 


/ 


inferior  to  the  room  in  Closet  Court,  Oxford 
Street,  in  which  he  was  first  presented  to 
the  reader.  Here  he  would  often  lie  in  bed 
half  the  day,  drinking  weak — ^because  he 
could  not  anbrd  strong — ^brandy  and  water, 
and  endeavouring  to  consider  *'what  the 
devil"  he  had  done  with  the  immense  sums 
of  money  which  he  had  had  at  his  disposal 
—how  he  would  act  if  bj  some  lucky 
dhan(5e  he  should  again  become  wealthy— 
and,  in  short,  *'  what  the  plague^'  was  now 
to  become  of  him.  "What  was,  be  to  do! 
Whither  should  he  got— To  seat^-Then 
It  must  be  as  a  common  sailor—if  any  one 
would  now  take  him !  Or  suppose  he  were 
to  enlisti  Glorious  war,  and  all  that;  but 
both  these  schemes  pre-supposed  his  being 
able  to  escape  from  his  creditors,  whom  he 
had  a  vehement  suspicion  were  on  the  look- 
out for  him  b  all  directions.  Every  review 
that  he  thus  took  of  his  hopeless  position 
and  prospects,  ended  in  &  fiendish  deffree 
of  abhorrence  of  his  parents^  whose  fault 
alone  it  was  that  he  was  thus  turned  out  of 
a  splendid  estate  of  t^n  thousand  a  year, 
and  made  worse  than  a  beggar  of.  He 
would  sometimes  spring  out  of  bed,  con- 
vulsively clutching  nis  hands  together,  and 
wishing  himself  beside  their  C[rave,  to  tear 
them  out  of  it.  He  thought  of  Mr.  Quirk, 
Mr.  Snap,  Mr.  Tagrag,  with  ^ry;  but 
w)ienever  he  thought  of  Mr,  Gammon,  he 
shuddered  all  over,  as  if  in  the  presence  of 
a  baleful  spectre.  For  all  this,  he  preserved 
the  same  impudent  strut  and  swag^r  in 
the  street  wnich  had  ever  distinguished 
him.  Every  day  of  his  life  he  walked  to- 
wards the  scenes  of  his  recent  splendour, 
which  seemed  to  attract  him  irresistibly. 
He  would  pass  the  late  Earl  of  Qreddling- 
ton's  house,  in  Grosvenor  Square,  gazing 
at  it,  and  at  the  hatchment  suspended  in 
front  of  it.  Then  he  woul(V  wander  on  to 
Park  Lane,  and  gaze  with  unutterable  feel- 
in&rs — ^poor  little  wretch! — at  the  house 
which  once  had  been  his  and  Lady  Ce- 
cilia's, but  was  then  occupied  by  a  noble- 
man, whose  tasteful  equipage  and  servants 
were  often  standing  at  and  before  the  door. 
He  would,  on  some  of  those  occasions,  feel 
as  though  he  should  like  to  drop  down 
dead,  and  be  out  of  all  his  misery.  If  ever 
he  met  and  nodded,  or  spoke  to  those  with 
whom  he  had  till  recently  been  on  the  most 
familiar  terms,  he  was  encountered  by  a 
steady  stare,  and  sometimes  a  smile,  that 
withered  his  very  heart  within  him,  and 
made  the  last  three  years  of  his  life  appear 
to  have  been  but  a  dTeam.  TWV\\x\^avMi«\ 


where  he  generally  spent  hia  eveoiagi,  fai 
want  of  any  other  place  to  go  to;  sad  kt 
formed  at  lengths  sort  of  intimacy  witkt 
good-natured  and  very  re^>ectable  geasW 
man,  who  came  nearly  as  oflen  thither  at 
Titmouse  himself,  and  would  sit  eoBTsnili 
with  him  very  pleasantly  over  his  dgir  as! 
a  ^lass  of  spirits  and  water.  The  oftcan 
Titmouse  saw  him,  the  more  he  liked  hia; 
and  at  length,  taking  him  entirely  into  kii 
confidence,  unbosomed  himself  coDcenuif 
his  unh^py  present  circumstances,  wi 
s^ll  more  unhappy  prospects.  This  sna 
was  a  brother  of  Mahar-Shalal-hasb-bax  thi 
Jew,  and  a  sheriff's  officer,  keeping  valcb 
upon  his  movements,  night  and  day,  tlteh 
nately  with  another  who  did  not  attract 
Titmouse's  notice.  AfVer  having  cvirwrnd 
several  modes  of  dbpoaing  of  himself^  som 
of  which  were  satisfactory  to  either  TU* 
moose  or  his  friend,  he  hinted  that  iie  vm 
aware  that  there  were  lots  of  the  enemy  m 
the  look-out  for  hioa,  and  who  would  bi 

glad  to  get  at  him :  but  he  knew,  be  said, 
lat  he  was  as  safe  as  in  a  castle  for  mm 
time  yet  to  come ;  and  he  also  mentioned  a 
scheme  which  had  occurred  to  him— bit 
this  was  ail,  in  the  strictest  confidence— m. 
to  write  to  Lord  Drelincourt,  (mho  vaii 
afler  all,  his  relation  of  some  sort  or  ottwi^ 
and  ought  to  be  devilish  gi^d  to  get  istpaU 
his,  Titmouse's,  property  so  easily,]  ui 
ask  him  for  some  situation  under  gDre» 
ment,  either  in  France,  India,  or  Ameiiea, 
and  give  him  a  trifle  to  set  him  up  at  itai^ 
in^r,  and  help  him  to  *^nick  the  bumsr* 
His  friend  listened  attentively,  and  tba 
protested  that  he  thouerht  it  an  ^zeelleal 
idea,  and  Mr.  Titmouse  bad  better  write  tk 
letter  and  take  it  at  once.  Upon  this  Ti^ 
mouse  sent  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper;  asd 
while  his  friend  leaned  back  cahaly  siaok- 
ing  hiscigar,and  sipping  his  ginaiidwatfli; 
poor  Titmouse  wrote  the  following  lettac  U 
Lord  Drelincourt,  which  is  the  last  letw 
of  his  in  my  possession  :— 

<'  To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Die- 
lincourt.  My  Lud — 
<<  Natrally  situated  In  The  Way  which  I 
Am  With  y  lordship  Most  Unpleasaotlj 
Addressing  you  On  A  Slatter  ot  that  Na- 
ture most  Painful  To  My  feelings  Coitti- 
.dering  My  surprising  Forlorn  UooditioB, 
And  So  Sudden  Which  Who  c'  Hava  A 
Liule  While  Ago  supposed.     Y*"  Loidaki^ 
(o(  Course)  Is  Aware  That  Then  la  Na 
fault  of  Mine,  Bur  ratlier  My  Cursed  ?»• 
TR.^\a  ^'^  Ow^Vvt  To  Be  Ashamed  oi  Tha« 


that  he  ate — ^fot  he  had  «Amo%Xeu\Xtfe\N  \^^xV&v\^«»^«^'^Nn.««\^  Wh 

his  appetite  througVl\ol^|;aMVi\iQU^odx\s^-W^c^  ^^^^  Ka^j^^vVfe^  Nfi\ia.  ^«S^\aA\ 


TEN  THODSAND  A  YEAlt 
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jdth  Orptt  Greif.  Alat.  I  Only  Wrah  I 
Ilad  Nerer  Been  Born,  or  Was  Dead  and 
Cumfotable  in  An  Erly  Grave.  I  Humbly, 
Mv  Lud,  £ndeToured  To  Do  My  Doty 
when  In  the  Upper  Circles  And  Nerer  Ih- 
Jored  Any  One,  Much  less  yoa.  My  Lord, 
If  You  Will  Believe  Me,  For  I  lurcly 
w*.  Not  Have  Come  Upon  You  In  the  Way 
I  did  My  Lord  But  Was  obliged,  and  Re- 

Spet,  ^.  I  Am  Most  Truly  Miserable, 
einff  (Betwixt  You  and  Me,  My  Lord) 
pver  Head  and  Years  in  debt.  And  Have 
JIdthinff  To  pay  With  and  out  of  The 
House  oo  Have  No  Protection  and  Fear 
am  Going  Very  Fast  To  y*.  Dojsa,  my  Lord 
Swindle  O'Gibbet,  Esq.  M.  P.  Owes  me 
£500  (bonowed  Stoney)  and  Will  not 
Pay  and  is  a  Shocking  Scamp,  but  (depend 
npon  it)  1  will  stick  To  Him  Like  a  Leach. 
Of  Course  Now  your  Lordship  is  Got  into 

?*  Estate  &o.  you  Will  Have  y*  llents  &c., 
ut  Is  Not  Ha/f  the  Last  Quaritr  Mine 
•eeingr  I  was  in  possession  w**  is  9-iOtha  of 
J*  law.  But  give  it  All  up  To  you  wil- 
lingly Now  For  what  can*t  6e  curd,  Must 
Be  Hidured  can  y*  lordship  Get  me  Sotm 
Foreign  Appointment  .<tf6roa(2  w^  sfa'*  b^ 
much  obliged  for  and  Would  Get  Me  out 
of  the  Way  of  Troubling  y  lordship  about 
the  Rents  w*^/ree/y  givt  Up,  You  Being  i 
Got  to  that  High  Rank  w^*  was  to  Have 
Been  mine  can  do  What  You  please  Doubt- 
less. Am  Sorry  to  say  I  am  IVf  ost  Uncom- 
mon Hard  Up  Since  I  have  Broke  up.  And 
aiA  nearly  Run  Out.  Consider  my  Lord 
pow  Easy  I  Let  You  Win  y*  Property. 
When  might  Have  Given  Your  Loraship 
Trouble.  If  you  will  Remember  this  And 
Be  So  obliging  to  Ijtnd  me  a  £\0  Note 
(For  T*  Present)  Will  much  oblige 
**  Your  Lordship^s  to  Command, 

•^Mostobed* 
"Tittlebat  Titmovsb. 
*«P.  S.    I  Leave  This  with  my  Own 
Band  That  yon  may  be  Sure  and  get  it 
Remember  me  to  Miss  A.  and  Lady  D." 


i» 


Mr.  titmouse  contented  himself  with 
telling  his  new  friend  merely  the  substance 
of  the  above  epistle,  and,  having  sealed  it 
«p,  he  asked  his  friend  if  he  w^re  disposed 
for  a  walk  to  the  West  End ;  and  on  oeinff 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  they  both  set 
off  for  Lord  Drelincourt's  house  in  Dover 
Street.  When  they  had  reached  it,  his 
friend. stepped  to  a  little  distance;  while 
Titmouse,  endeavouring  to  assume  a  confi- 
dent air,  hemmed,  twitched  up  his  shirt 
collars,  and  knocked^and  rung  with  all  the 
boldness  of  a  gentleman  commg  to  dinner. 
Open  flew  the  door  in  a  moment;  and** 

•«My  Lord  Dreiineourt's— isn*t  it?** 


hhnd,  aisd  tspping  hhi  ebony  eane  -pt^SVBf 
loudly  agatiist  his  leg*. 
•'Of  course  it  ie.    What  d'ye  want>^ 

3uoth  the  porter,  sternly,  enraged  at  bein? 
iilturbed  mt  s«eh  an  hour  by  such  a  puppy 
of  a  fellow  is  then  stood  before  him — idr 
the  bloom  was  off  the  finerv  of  TitmoutiJe^ 
and  wbo  that  knew  the  world  would  call  at 
seven  o'idock  with  a  letter?  l^itmonise 
would  have  .answered  the  fellow  pret^ 
shfarply,  but  was  afraid  6f  endangering  the 
success  of  his  ap))licati6n :  so,  with  eomA'> 
derable  ealmfiess,  he  repfied,— 

*'  Oh — ^it  is  ?  Then  have  the  good^ness  )6 
deliver  tbi*  into  his  lordship's  own  hand— » 
it's  of  gnsat  importance. " 

*' Very  wdl,''  Said  the  poTter,  stiffly,  nol 
dreaminff  who  the  speaker  Was  whom  he 
was  addressing,  and  the  next  instant  shut 
the  door  in  his  face.  * 

*'Dem  impudent  blackguard !"  stud  hei| 
to  he  rejoined  his  friend-^is  heart  almost 
bursting  with  mortificatioti  and  fury;  ''I've 
a  great  mind  to  call  to-morrow,  'pon  my 
soul— and  get  him  discharged !" 

He  had  dated  his  letter  fVom  his  lod^. 
inoB,  where,  about  ten  o'clock  on  the  ensu- 
ing morning,  a  gendeiAan — ^in  fact,  Lord 
Drelineourt's  man  of  business— called,  aild, 
asking  to  see  Mr.  Titmdnse,  cave  into  his 
hahds  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  t 
copy :— . 

*'  ])over  Street,  Wednesday  Morntnf . 

**Lord  Drelincourt  begs,  in  answer  td 
Mr.  TitmoQse's  letter,  to  request  his  accept* 
ance  of  the  enclosed  Bank  of  England  Nets 
ifoir  Ten  Pounds. 

•'Lord  D.  will  feel  obliged  if  Mr.  tlU 
mouse  will  furnish  him  with  an  address  to 
which  any  further  communications  on  &o 
part  of  Lbrd  D.  may  be  addressed.'* 

Oh  repairing  to  the  adjoining  tavern, 
soon  after  receiving  the  above  most  wel- 
come note,  Mr.  Titmouse  fortunately  (?) 
fell  in  with  his  iViend,  and,  with  somewhat 
of  an  air  of  easy  triumph,  showed  him  Lord 
Drelineourt's  note,  ana  its  enclosure.  Some 
time  afterwards,  having  smoked  each  a 
couple  of  cigars,  and  drunk  a  couple  of  turn* 
biers  of  brandy  and  water,  Mr.  Titmouse's 
friend  got  very  confidential ;  and  in  s  loW 
whisper  said  that  he  had  been  thinking 
over  Mr.  Titmouse's  case  ever,  since  they 
were  talking  together  the  n(ght  before;  and 
for  five  pounds  would  put  him  in  the  way 
of  eseaping  all  danger  immediately,  pn^ 
vided  no  qnestiftns  were  asked  by  Mr.  Tit- 
mouse; for  he,  the  speaker,  was  running  % 
great  risk  in  what  he  was  doing.  Titmouse 
placed  hit  haxvd  o^«t  ViS%Vk«vtfv.^«i.^'NLT!Qxt^H 


•* My  Lord  DreJincourt's— isn't  it?"  in- \ " Hoimw— -Yiowsw V  wv^y«:hvk^«»x^^^*- 
^ulIed  TitmouMe,  holding  his  letter  in  bi»\c^MkJ^ttom\\ka\^tfA\oT^^^^^^^^^V=8«^ 


584 


TEN  THOUSAND  A  YEAIL 


BOto  into  the  hand  of  hit  eompanion,  who 
thereupon,  in  a  myaterioas  unde?  tone,  told 
him  that  by  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning  he 
would  hare  a  hackney  coach  at  the  door  of 
hia  lodginga,  and  would  at  once  convey  him 
safely  to  a  Tesael  then  in  tte  river,  and 
bound  for  the  south  of  France;  where  Mr. 
Titmouse  miffht  remain  till  he  had  in  some 
measure  settled  his  affairs  with  his  cre- 
ditors. 

Sure  enough,  at  the  appointed  time,  the 
isoach  drew  up  at  the  aoor  of  the  house 
where  Titmouse  lodged ;  and  within  a  few 
moments*  time  he  came  down  stairs  with  a 
small  portmanteau,  and  entered  the  coach, 
where  sat  his  friend,  eyidently  not  wishing 
io  be  recognised  or  seen  by  anybody  pass- 
ing. They  talked  together  earnestly  and 
eagerly  as  they  journeyed  eastward ;  and 
just  as  they  arrived  opposite  a  huge,  dis- 
mal-looking building,  with  a  large  door, 
and  immensely  High '  walls,  the  coach 
•topped.  Three  or  four  person»  were 
standing,  as  if  they  ^ad  been  m  expectation 
of  the  arrival  of  the  coach ;  and,  requesting 
Mr.  Titmouse  to  alight  for  a  moment,  his 
friend  opened  the  coach  door  from  within, 
and  let  down  the  steps.  The  moment  that 
poor  Titmouse  had  got  out,  he  was  in- 
stantly surrounded,  and  seised  by  the  col- 
lar by  those  who  were  standing  by;  his 
**  friend"  had  disappeared,  and,  almost 
petrified  with  amazement  and  fright,  and 
taken  quite  off  his  ffuard  by  the  suddenness 
of  the  movement,  he  was  hurried  through 
the  doorway  of  the  King's  Bench  Prison, 
the  three  Jews  following  close  at  his  heela, 
and  conducted  into  a  very  floomy  room. 
There  he  seemed  first  to  awake  to  the  hor- 
rors of  his  situation,  and  went  into  a 
paroxysm  of  despair  and  fury.  He  sprang 
madly  towards  Uie  door,  and,  on  beinff  re- 
pulsed by  those  standing  beside  him, 
stamped  violently  about  the  room,  shout- 
ing, ** Murder,  murder!  thieves!"  Then 
he  pulled  his  hair,  shook  his  head  with 
frantic  vehemence,  and  presently  sank  into 
a  seat,  from  which,  after  a  few  moments, 
he  sprang  wildly,  and  broke  his  cane  into 
a  number  of  pieces,  scattering  them  about 
the  room  like  a  madman.  Then  he  cried 
passionately ;  moiB,  in  fact,  like  a  frantic 
school-girl  than  a  man;  and  btruck  his  head 
violentQr  with  his  fists.  All  this  while 
the  three  Jews  were  lookmg  on  with  a  grrin 
of  devilish  ^tification  at  the  little  wretch's 
agony.  His  frenzy  lasted  so  long  that  he 
was  removed  to  a  Stxong  room,  and  threat- 
ened with  being  put  into  a  strait-waistcoat 
if  he  continued  to  conduct  Yi^<m\C  v^  out- 
rageously. 

The  fact  of  his  hems  \)huB  m£«^i  Xistosr^ 


soon  became  known,  and  within  a  days 
two's  time,  the  miserable  little  fellow  vii 
completely  overwhelmed  by  his  creditnt; 
who,  absurd  and  unavailing  as  were  tiiet 
proceedings,  came  rushing  down  spoa 
him,  one  after  another,  with  as  breathiea 
an  impetuosity  as  if  they  thought  he  kit 
been  a  mass  of  solid  ^old,  which  was  to 
become  the  spoil  of  him  that  coold  fint 
seize  it  The  next  day  his  fate  w» 
announced  to  the  world'  by  paragraplis  b 
all  the  morning  newspapers,  which  is 
formed  their  readers  that  **  yesterdaj  Ml 
Titmouse,  late  M.  P.  for  Yatton,  wm 
secured  by  a  skilful  stratagem,  just  as  bt 
was  on  the  point  of  auittinfir  this  eoontrj 
for  America,  and  lodged  in  the  Kisg*! 
Bench  Prison,  at  the  suit  of  three  cr»- 
ditors,  to  the  extent  of  upwards  of  nxtj 
thousand  pounds.  It  is  understood  that  kit 
debts  considerably  exceed  the  sara  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pousdti* 
As  soon  as  he  had  become  calm  enoa^  to 
do  BO— viz.  three  or  four  days  after  hit  ia- 
carceration — ^be  wrote  a  long,  dismal  episib 
to  Lord  Drelincourt,  and  also  one  to  Um 
Aubrey,  passionately  reminding  them  botk 
that  he  was,  after  all,  of  the  same  Mod 
with  themselves,  only  luck  had  gone  fiv 
them,  and  against  him,  and  therefore  ke 
hoped  they  would  **  remember  him,  sod  do 
something  to  get  him  out  of  his  trouble.'' 
He  seemM  to  cling  to  them  as  thoodi  ke 
had  a  claim  upon  them — instead  of  beiaf 
himself  Lord  Drelincourt's  debtor  to  lb 
amount  of,  at  leasts  twenty  thousand  poooda, 
had  his  lordship,  instead  of  inclixiiDg  i 
compassionate  ear  to  his  entreaties,  cboea 
to  fling  his  heav^  claim  into  the  teak 
against  him.  Thu,  however,  was  a  view 
of  the  case  which  never  occurred  to  poor 
Titmouse.  Psrtly  of  their  own  accord, 
and  partly  at  Miss  Aubrey*s  earnest  en- 
treaty. Lord  Drelincourt  and  Mr.  Delamen 
went  to  the  King*s  Bench  Prison,  and  bad 
a  lon^  interview  with  him — his  lordsbif 
being  sp^ially  anxious  to  ascertain,  ifpoe- 
sible,  whether  Titmouse  had  been  origi- 
nally privy  to  the  monstrous  fraud,  Ij 
means  of  which  he  had  succeeded  in  pes- 
sessing  himself  of  Yatton,  at  so  feartolt 
cost  01  suffering  to  those  whom  he  bai 
deprived  of  it.  While  he  was  cbattefiof 
away,  more  afVer  the  fashion  of  a  newlj- 
caged  ape  than  a  man,  with  eager  and  ia- 
passioned  tone  and  gesticulatioo — with  t 
profuse  usage  bf  his  favourite  phraaeologT- 
"  Ton  my  soul !"  *'  'Pon  my  life !*•  "By 
Jove !"  and  of  several  shocking  oatbt,  kt 
ywhich  he  was  repeatedly  and  stemij  re- 
\W«*ft.Vj  \A\^'^\^VveAouTt,  with  what  pir 
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'«pri  tfis  ilnage  hmghtion  him,  and 
think  of  the  innamenDle  eztnordinuj 
things  which  he  had  heard  oonoernioff  him ! 
Here  was  the  widowed  hu^and  of  Lady 
Ceeilia,  and  8on-in*]aw  of  the  Earl  of 
Dieddlington — that  broken  pillar  of  pride ! 
—broken,  alas!  in  the  rery  moment  of 
his  imaginary  magnificence!  Here  was 
the  late  member  of  Parliament  for  the 
boroQg^  of  Yatton,  whose  constituency 
had  deliberately  declared  him  possessed  of 
their  complete  confidence  !•— on  whose  in- 
diTidual  Tote  in  Parliament  had  several 
times  depended  the  existence  of  the  king's 
ministry,  and  the  passing  of  measures  of 
the  greatest  possible  magnitude!  This 
was  he  whoji  all  society— ^yen  the  most 
brilliant— had  courted  as  a  great  lion !  This 
was  the  some  time  owner  of  Yatton!  who 
had  aspired  to  the  hand  of  Miss  Aubrey ! 
who  had  for  two  years  rerelled  in  erery 
conceirable  species  of  luzurv,  splendour, 
nnd  profligacy !  Here  was  the  indiTidual 
at  whose  instance— at  whose  nod— Lord 
Drelincourt  had  been  deprived  of  his  liber* 
ty,  ruthlessly  torn  from  the  bleeding  bosom 
of  his  family,  and  for  many,  many  weaiy 
months  subjected  to  the  most  harassing  and 
heart-breakinfj^  priyations  and  distieases! 
€hk  quitting  him  Lord  Drelincourt  put  into 
his  hand  a  ten-pound  note,  with  which  Tit- 
mouse seemed — though  he  dared  not  say 
■o— not  a  little  disappointed.  His  lord* 
ship  and  Mr.Delamore  were  inclined,  upon 
the  whole,  to  belieye  that  Titmouse  nad 
not  been  aware  of  his  illegitimaeT  till  the 
issue  of  the  ecclesiastical  proceedings  was 
known;  but  from  many  remarks  he  let  fall, 
ihey  were  satisfied  that  Mr.  Gammon  roust 
have  been  aware  of  the  fact  from  a  very 
early  period — ^for  Titmouse  spoke  freely  of 
the  constant  mysterious  threats  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  from  Mr.  Gammon. 
Lord  Drelincourt  had  promised  Titmouse  to 
consider  in  what  way  he  could  serve  hiuM 
and  duringr  the  course  of  the  day  instructed 
Mr.  Runntngton  to  put  the  case  into  the 
hands  of  some  attorney  ci  the  Insolvent 
Debtor's  Court,  with  a  view  of  endeavour- 
ing  to  obtain  for  the  unfortunate  little 
wretch  the  ^^beneJU  cf  ike  AetJ*^  As  soon 
na  the  cqurse  of  practice  would  admit  of  it, 
Mr.  Titmouse  was  brought  up  in  the  ordi- 
nary wav  before  the  court,  which  was  ouite 
cffowded  by  persons  either  interested  as 
ereditors,  or  curious  to  see  so  celebrated  a 
peraon  a»  TiTTLtBAT  Titmouss.  The 
eourt  was  astounded  at  the  si^t  of  the 
pumber  and  magnitude  of  his  liabilities— 
m  hundred  thousand  pounds  at  least!— 
•ffaittst  which  he  had  nothing  to  set  except 
ttis  ibllowing  items  :— 


**  Cash  lent  to  Swindle  0*Gibbet, 

Esq.  M.  P.  £SO0 
«« Do.  do.  Phelim  O'Doodle,  SOO 

^  Do.  do.  Micah  M^Squash,  100 

M  Do.  do.  Hon.  Empty  Belly,  100** 

-^together  with  some  other  similar  but 
lesser  sums;  but  for  none  of  them  could 
he  produce  any  vouchera,  except  for  the 
sum  lent  to  the  Hon.  Empty  Belly,  who 
had  been  tea  enough  to  give  him  his  I O  U. 
Poor  Titmouse*s  oischsrgs  was  most  veh»> 
mently  opposed  on  the  part  of  his  creditois 
— ^parUcmarljr  the  three  Jewa-^whose 
frantic  and  mdecorons  conduct  in  opeft 
court  occasioned  the  chief  commissioner  to 
order  them  to  be  twice  removed.  They  would 
have  had  Titmouse  remanded  to  the  day  of 
his  death!  After  several  adjourned  and 
lengthened  hearings,  the  court  pronounced 
him  not  to  be  entitled  to  his  discham  till 
he  should  have  remained  in  prison  for  the 
space  of  eighteen  calendar  months;  on 
hearing  which  he  burst  into  a  fit  of  loud 
and  bitter  weeping,  and  was  removed  from 
court,  wringing  his  hands  and  shaking  hii 
head  in  perfect  deapair.  As  soon  as  this 
result  had  been  communicated  to  Lord 
Drelincourt,  (who  had  taken  special  cars 
that  his  name  should  not  be  among  those 
of  Mr.  Titmouse's  crejitors,^  •  he  came  to 
the  humane  determination  of  allowing  him  a 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a-year  for  his  life, 
payable  weekly,  to  commence  from  the 
date  of  his  being  remanded  to  prison.  For 
the  first  month  or  so  he  spent  all  his  week- 
ly allowance  in  brandy  and  water  and 
Clears,  within  three  days  after  receiving  it. 
Then  he  took  to  gambling  with  his  fellow 
prisoners;  but,  all  of  a  sudden,  he  turned 
over  quite  a  new  leaf.  The  fact  was,  that 
he  had  become  intimate  with  an  unfortu*/ 
nate  literary  hack,  who  used  to  procure 
small  sums  by  writing  articles  for  newspa- 
pers and  magazines ;  and  at  his  suggestion. 
Titmouse  fell  to  work  upon  aeveral  quires 
of  foolscap :  the  following  being  the  title 

S'ven  to  his  projected  work  by  his  new 
[end :— « 

**  Ups  and  Dowm : 

Bein? 
Memoirs  of  My  Life, 

TiTTLtBAT   TiTMOUSS,  Esq. 

Late  M.  P.  for  Yatton. 

He  got  so  far  on  with  his  task  as  to  fill 
three  <^uires  of  paper;  and  it  is  a  fact,  that 
a  fashionable  publisher  got  scent  of  ths 
undertaking,  came  to  the  prison,  and  offered 
him  ftia  VtwoAtoi  yiposm  Vsi  \a^  ^siMt^ 
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acript,  prorided  he  woold  only  undertake 
that  It  should  fill  three  Tolumea.  This 
greatly  stimulated  Titnuoiiee;  but  unfortu- 
nately he  fell  ill  before  he  had  completed 
the  first  Yolume,  and  never,  during  the  re* 
mainder  of  his  confinement,  recovered  him- 
«elf  sufficiently  to  proceed  further  with 
his  labours.  I  onoe  had  an  opportunity  of 
glancing  oyer  what  he  had  written,  which 
was  really  very  curious.  I  do  not  know 
what  has  since  became  of  the  manuscripL 
Daring  the  last  month  of  his  imprison- 
ment he  became  intimate  with  a  Yillanous 
jFoung  Jew  attorney,  who,  under  the  pre- 
leDce  of  commencing  proceedings  in  the 
House  of  Lords  (!)  for  the  recorering  of 
the  Yatton  property  once  more  from  Lord 
Drelincourt,  contrived  to  get  into  his  own 
pockets  more  than  one-huf  of  the  weekly 
sum  allowed  by  that  nobleman  to  his 
grateful  pensioner ! 

On  the  very  day  of  his  dischar^  Tit- 
nouse  went  oflf  straight  lo  the  lodgings  of 
Mr.  Swindle  0*Gibbet,  to  tiemand  payment 
of  the  five  hundred  pounds  due  to  him  from 
Chat  gentleman,  to  whom  he  became  a  source 
of  inconceivable  vexation  and  torment. 
Following  him  about  with  a  sort  of  insane 
and  miserable  pertinacity,  he  lay  in  wait  for 
him  at  his  lodgings— at  the  door  of  the 
House  of  Commons ;  dogged  him  from  the 
one  point  to  the  other;  assailed  him  with 
passionate  entreaties  and  reproaches  in  the 
open  street;  went  to  the  public  meetings 
over  which  Mr.  O* Gibbet  presided,  or  where 
he  spoke,  (always  on  behidf  of  the  liberty 
of  th^  subject,)  and  would  call  out—**  Pay 
me  my  five  hundred  pounds !  I  want  mv 
money!  Where's  mv  five  hundred  pounds  f** 
on  which  Mr.  O'Gibbet  would  point  to  him, 
call  him  an  impostor !  a  liar !  that  he  was 
only  hired  by  the  enemies  of  the  people 
to  come  and  disturb  their  proceedings:  on 
which  Titmouse  was  always  shuffled  about 
—his  hat  knocked  over  his  eyes— and  he 
was  finally  kicked  out,  and  once  or  twice 
pushed  down  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of 
the  staire.  The  last  time  that  this  happen- 
ed, poor  Titmouse's  head  struck  with  oread- 
ful  force  against  the  bannistere ;  and  he  lay 
for  some  time  stunned  and  bleeding.  On 
being  carried  to  a  doctor's  shop,  he  was 
shorUy  aflerwards  seised  with  a  fit  of  epi- 
lepsy. This  seemed  to  have  .given  tne 
finishing  stroke  to  his  shattered  intellects ; 
for  he  sank  soon  aflerwards  into  a  state  of 
idiocy.  Through  the  kindness  and  at  the 
expense  of  Lora  Drelincourt,  he  was  ad- 
mitted an  inmate  of  a  private  lunatic  asy- 
lum, in  the  Curtain  Road,  near  Hoxton, 
where  he  still  continues.  1^«  \%  N«q  \Axm- 


laUy  ahs  down  with  m  ghw  af  iiliuii|  w 
and  waler,  aad  a  ocdcmTed  stnw,  wkA  li 
imagines  to  be  brandy  and  water,  sad  t 
cigar.  He  complamed,  at  first,  that  Ai 
brandy  and  water  wms  very  weak ;  bat  k 
is  now  reconciled  to  it,  and  sips  his  vm 
tumblers  daily  with  an  ak  of  tranquil  e^if 
ment.  When  I  last  saw  him  he  was  tba 
occupied;  aad  he  struck  me  as  lookiagii 
better  health  than  I  had  ever  known  faiali 
enjoy  bdbre. 

1  should  have  been  very  gtad,  if,  e» 
sistently  with  my  duty  as  an  impHiid 
historian,  I  could  have  ooaoealed  soaw  ^ 
creditable  features— discreditable,  at  loi^ 
in  my  opinion— in  the  conduct  of  Mr.TVf 
rag,  subsequently  to  his  unibrlunale  bas^ 
ruptcy.  I  shall  not,  however,  dwell  apea 
them  at  greater  length  than  is  nteginiy. 
His  creditore  were  so  much  dissatisfied  wm 
his  conduct,  that  not  one  of  them  could  be  pw* 
vailed  upon  to  sign  his  certificate,  by  vM 
means  he  was  prevented  from  re-estabUib 
ing  himself  in  busmees,  even  had  ha  has 
able  to  find  the  means  of  so  doing;  san, 
in  the  eye  <^  our  law,  any  businesa  earriai 
on  by  an  uncertificated  bankrupt,  is  cmd 
on  by  him  only  as  a  trustee  for  his  crediML 
His  temper  getting  more  and  more  aeaiai 
he  became  at  leastb  quite  intolerable  ta  Hi 
wife,  whom  he  had  married  only  for  hs 
fortune,  (igSOO,  and  the  good-wUl  of  hs 
late  husband's  business,  as  a  retail  dia^ 
and  hosier,  in  Little  Turn-stile,  Holbon.] 
When  he  found  that  Mrs.  Tag-rag  woall 
not  forsake  her  unhappy  daughter,  ha  mtff 
ped  his  fingers  at  her,  and,  I  regret  to  aif, 
told  her  that  she  and  her  daughter,  aad  kis 
respectable  husband,  might  all  go  to  tki 
devil  together — ^he  must  shift  for  himaatf; 
and,  in  fact,  he  took  himself  off.  Mr.  Di^ 
mal  Horror  found  that  he  had  made  a  mi 
business  of  it,  in  marrying  Miss  T^g^n^ 
who  brought  him  two  children  in  the  int 
nineteen  months,  and  seemed  likely  to  ga 
on  at  that  rate  for  a  long  time  tocoai^ 
which  made  Mr.  Horror  thimc  very  BuioaAf 
of  following  the  example  of  his  exoelte 
father-in-law — ^via.  deserting  his  wife.  Tbaf 
had  contrived  to  scrape  together  a  bit  of  a 
day-school  for  young  children,  in  GoswcO 
Street;  but  which  was  inadequate  to  tha 
support  of  themselves,  and  also  of  Mia 
Tag-rag  senior,  who  had  failed  in  obtaiaia^f 
the  situation  of  pew-opener  to  a  neighboa^ 
ing  d  issenting  chapel .  The  scheme  he  hd 
conceived,  he  soon  afterwards  carried  iata 
effect;  for,  whereas  he  went  out  one  day 
saying  he  should  return  in  an  hour's  toM^ 
he  nevertheless  did  not  return  at  all.  Ban^ 
\ii%'ii\th  leal  to  display  his  pulph  talastt* 


Jesa  I    and  after  diewmg  ViVm^eM  Vn  ^^W^si  \wJi.  \o  %'CR«x-Y^Macnd^^'«Bii  at  lang* 
morning  with  extx^id\nax^  Ij^nia^V^  ^«wb-\i»R«w^^  V^  \S^>Xisi2^  ^wswasjiN^sis^^^ss^ 
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af  hetieii,  mnj  of  them  ino8t«erioi8  8Bd 
attentive  pickpockets,  with  dexterous  fin- 
cers  and  devout  faces,  wherever  he  held 
unth,  which  was  principally  in  the  neiffh- 
hoorhood  of  the  Tower  and  Smithfidf— 
till  he  was  driven  away  by  the  police,  who 
never  interfered  with  his  little  laroe  till  he 
aent  his  hat  round,  when  they  would  rush 
in,  disperse  the  crowd,  and  take  him  into 
custody  to  the  police  offices,  where,  in  spite 
of  his  eloquent  defences,  he  several  times 
got  'sentenced  to  three  months'  imprison- 
ment, as  an  incorrigible  disturber  of  the 
peace,  and  in  league  with  the  questionable 
characters,  who — the  police  declared — were 
invariably  members  of  every  conffregatton 
he  addressed.  One  oocasion  of  his  being 
taken  into  custody  was  rather  a  singular 
one : — Mr.  Tag-rag  happened  to  be  passing 
while  he  was  holding  forth,  and,  unable  to 
control  his  fury,  made  his  way  immediately 
in  front  of  the  impassioned  preacher ;  and, 
atickine  his  fists  in  his  side  a-kimbo,  ex- 
claimed, **  Aren't  you  a  nice  young  man 
now  V — which  quite  disconcerted  his  son- 
na-law,  who  threw  his  hymn-book  in  his 
father-in-law's  face,  which  bred  such  a 
disturbance  that  the  police  rushed  in,  and 
took  them  both  off  in  custody  to  the  police 
office,  where  such  a  scene  ensued  as  beggars 
all  description.  What  has  since  become 
of  Mr.  Horror,  I  do  not  know ;  but  the  next 
thing  I  heard  of  Mr.  Tag-rag  was  his  enter- 
ing into  the  employ  of  no  other  a  person 
than  Mr.  Huckaback,  who  had  been  for 
some  little  time  settled  in  a  little  shop  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Leicester  Square. 
Having,  however,  inadvertently  shown  in 
to  Mr.  Huckaback  one  of  the  creditors  to 
whom  he  had  given  special  orders  to  deny 
himself,  that  gentleman  instantly  turned 
him  out  of  the  shop,  in  a  fury,  without 
character  or  wages ;  which  latter,  however. 
Tag-rag  soon  compelled  him,  by  the  process 
of  the  Court  of  Requests,  to  pay  him,  being 
one  week's  entire  salary.  In  passing  one 
day  a  mock  auction,  on  the  lefi-hand  side 
of  the  Poultry,  I  could  not  help  paosina 
to  admire  the  cool  effrontery  with  which 
the  Jew  in  the  box  was  putting  up  articles 
to  sale  to  four  patient  puffers — his  entire 
audience— and  who  bid  against  one  another 
in  a  very  business-like  way  for  every  thing 
that  was  proposed  for  their  consideration. 
What  was  my  astonishment  and  concern, 
when  one  of  the  puffers,  who  stood  with 
his  back  towards  me,  happened  to  look 
round  for  a  moment,  to  discover  in  him  my 
friend  Mr. Tag-rag!!  His  hat  was  nicely 
brushed,  but  all  the  **  nap*^  was  off;  his 
coat  was  clean,  threadbare,  and  evidently 
had  been  made  for  some  other  person; 
imJtfr  bis  Rrm  was  an  old  cotton  pinbteUa; 


and  in  his  hands,  which  were  dasped  be- 
hind him,  were  a  pair  of  antiquated  black 
gloves,  doubled  up,  only  for  show,  evidently 
not  for  use.  Notwithstanding,  however, 
he  had  sunk  thus  low,  there  happened  lo 
him,  some  time  afterwards,  one  or  two  sur- 
prising strokes  of  good  fortune.  First  of 
all,  he  contrived  to  get  a  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds  from  one  of  his  former  debtors, 
who  imagined  that  Tag-rag  was  authorize 
by  his  a8si|rneee  to  receive  it.  Nothing, 
however,  of^the  kind ;  and  Ta^ragqoietFf 
opened  a  small  shop  in  the  neigh bourhood 
of  St.  George's  in  the  East,  and  began  to 
scrape  together  a  tolerable  business.  Read- 
ing one  day  a  flourishing  speech  in  Parlia- 
ment, which  had  been  delivered  by  a  dis- 
tinguished dissenter,  on  the  atrocious  enor- 
mity of  calling  upon  Dissenters  to  pay 
church-rates, — it  occurred  to  Mr.  Tag-rag 
•as  likely  to  turn  out  a  good  speculation, 
and  greatly  increase  his  business,  if  he 
were  to  become  a  martyr  for  conscience* 
sake ;  and  afler  turning  the  thing  about  a 

?rood  deal  in  his  mind,  be  determined  on  re- 
using to  pay  the  sum  of  eightpence-hal^ 
penny,  due  in  respect  of  a  rate  recently 
made  for  the  repair  of  the  church  .steeple, 
which  was  very  nearly  falling  down.  In  a 
very  civil  ana  unctuous  manner,  he  an- 
nounced to  the  collector  his  determination 
to  refuse  the  payment  on  strictly  consciei^ 
tious  grounds.  The  collector  expostulated : 
but  in  vain.  Then  came  the  churchwardens 
— ^Tag-rag  was  inflexible.  The  thing  be*> 
gan  to  get  wind,  and  the  rector  of  the  pa- 
rish, an  amiable  and  learned  man,  came  to 
try  his  power  of  persuasion — but  in  vain ; 
'twas  impossible  to  divert  Mr.  Tag-rag^s 
eye  from  the  glorious  crown  of  martyrdom 
he  had  resolved  upon  earning.  Then  he 
called  on  the  minister  of  the  eongregatiott 
where  he  *' worshipped,"  and,  with  tears 
and  agitation,  unbosomed  himself  upon  the 
subject,  and  besought  his  counsel.  The 
minister  got  excit^;  so  did  his  leading 
people.  A  meeting  was  called  at  his  chapel, 
the  result  of  whicn  was,  a  declaration  that 
Mr.  Tag-rag's  conduct  was  most  praisewor* 
thy  and  noble,  and  he  deserved  to  be  sup- 
ported. Several  leading  members  of  the 
congregation,  who  had  never  dealt  with 
him  before,  suddenly  became  customers  of 
his.  The  upshot  of  the  matter  was.  that 
after  a  prodigious  stir,  Mr.  Tag-rag  became 
a  victim  in  right  earnest;  and  was  taken 
into  custody  by  virtue  of  a  writ  De  Conh^ 
mace  Capiendo,  amidst  the  indignant  syn»- 
pathy  and  admiration  of  all  those  who 
shared  his  opinion.  In  a  twinkling  he  shot 
up,  as  it  were,  into  the  air  like  a  rocksU 
and  beicaxnft  ^o^viX'w^Xifc^  wiWc»  \»r!«w  ^mbw 
,  s^ooma  «X3^\iaUoiA.   '^V^  xasas^  ^1  ^^^^  ^s^^. 
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ebaToK  nte  ^lar^fr  went  the  roand  of  every 
paper  in  the  united  Kingdom;  and  at 
length  a  lithographed  likeness  of  him  came 
out,  with  his  precious  autograph  appended, 


\ 


titled  to  his  discuaige.  On  X\v\^  iv^  N«"*aNAjiTktKaiWiN9«tfeTvaw  hid  for  crer  benei 
invited  to  a  grand  tea-ipat\^  ^j-j  xVfc  \«\^\tv«  ysR-VJi  %^\0«nwwi  ^-^x^'^x  ^«3^4.^^ 
UieadA  of  the  voYuutarf  ipmc\\^fe,\fr\«i\A^^^^''~^^'^'^^^^^ 


Hackney  Fields ;  where,  amidst  a  < 
of  at  least  a  hundred  and  fifty  souls,  (b- 
cludin?   women    and    children,)  Ta|4i| 
avowed  himself  ready  to  go  again  to  is 
stake,  ^*  if  Providence  should  require  k* 
That  seemed  not,  however,  likdy  tobeii 
case;  for  the  churchwardens,  having  i^ 
ready  had  to  pay  some  JS7Z0  odd  ia  tb 
shape  of  costs,  resolved  never  to  metfi 
with  him  any  more.     He  socoeeded  inp 
vailing  on  his  assignees  to  take  him  at 
the  shop,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  baslMB 
upon  their  account,  and  as  their  servaBU 
for  which  they  allowed  him  two  pooiii 
a  week.  Out  of  this,  however,  he  was  smb 
after  compelled  by  the  parish  authoritieili 
allow  twelve  shillings  a  week  to  Mrs.  "Hf* 
rag ;  and  on  making  her  the  first  pajaMtf. 
he  spit  in  the  poor  woman^s  face.    Dodk 
Johnson  used  to  say  that  patriotism  wai  tte 
last  refuge  of  a  scoundrel.     Now-«-dijii 
however,  it  is  ChiurchrraU  Martyrdom  i  id 
Tajr-rag  has  had  many  imitators. 

Imust  not,  however,  conclude  this  ps0 
of  my  Ion?  history,  without  advertiog  s 
what  befell  the  surviving  partners  of  It. 
Gammon ;  namely,  Messrs.  Quirk  and  Sssp. 
The  former  had  horrible  misgivings  as  toil 
true  cause  of  Mr.  Gammon^s  deam — hatisf 
a  strange  inward  persuasion  that  he  bad  ^ 
stroved  himself.  When  he  heard,  very  sii- 
denly,  from  the  laundress,  of  Mr.  GammoaH 
death,  he  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  trembliif 
that  lasted  for  several  days.  He  dared  s« 
attend  the  funeral— or  go  to  Mr.  Gammai^ 
chambers  while  his  corpse  lay  there.  It. 
Snap,  however,  had  younger  and  final 
nerves ;  and  resolved  to  grralify  his  natad 
and  very  delicate  curiosity,  by  seeiog  b«w 
Mr.  Gammon  looked  in  his  coffin.  Tbedn 
after  the  coroner^s  inquest  had  been  ben, 
therefore,  he  went  to  the  chambers  for  tktf 

fmrpose,  and  was  shown  by  the  sobbiic 
aundress  into  the  silent  and  gloomjbtt 
room  where  Mr.  Gammon  lay  avaittsf 
burial.  The  coffin  lay  on  trsssels  neartb 
window,  which  of  course  was  darkeaed; 
and  Mr.  Snap,  having  taken  off*  his  bat, » 
moved  the  coffin-lid  and  the  (ace-cloib.  sai 
there  was  the  cold  stem  countenance  of  lb> 
Gammon  before  him.  In  spite  of  hintsdl 
Mr.  Snap  trembled  as  he  looked,  and  for  s 
moment  doubted  whether,  in  gasiogattbi 
veWrw  effigy  of  him  that  wf/s^  he  was  lesBf 
looking  at  the  late  Mr.  Gammon;  so  fixed, 
so  rigid  were  the  features,  so  contracted  cf 
their  proportions,  and  disfigured  by  (ki 
close-fitting  frilled  cap.  What  deteraias- 
tion  was  yet  visible  in  the  compressed  las! 
The  once  keen  and  flashing  eyes  of  fe    f 


^Thomas  Tas-rag,  Church-Ratb 
Marty  E.*' 

f 

Subscriptions  were  entered  into  on  his  be- 
half; and  as  they  were  paid  into  his  hands 
^om  time  to  time,  he  kept  quietly  increasing 
his  purchases  of  linen  drapery  and  enlarging 
his  business,  in  a  most  decisive  and  satis- 
factory manner.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
accounts  brought  in  to  him  of  the  extent  to 
which  his  custom  was  increasing;  for  in 
each  window  of  his  shop  hung  a  copy  of  his 
portrait,  attracting  the  eye  ofevery  passen- 
ger. But  he  was  not  the  only  person  who 
rejoiced  in  this  state  of  things ;  there  being 
others  who  had  a  deep  stake  in  his  success, 
and  whom  he  had  not  at  first  adverted  to, 
vis :  HIS  ASSiGNccs — to  whom  belonged,  in 
point  of  law,  the  rattling  business  he  was 
carrying  on,  and  who  were  watching  his 
movements  with  lively  interest.  He  was 
suddenly  struck  dumb  with  dismay  and 
astonishment  when  he  heard  of  this  unex- 
pected issue  of  the  affiiiir;  and  began  to  fear 
that  he  had  missed  his  providential  way. 
His  assignees,  however,  seemed  to  think 
that  they  had  got  into  theirs — and  enlarged 
the  premises,  and  greatly  increased  the 
stock,  profiting  by  the  continually  augment- 
ing popularity  of  Tag-rag.  From  the  mo- 
ment of  his  making  this  dismal  discovery, 
his  ardour  in  the  Great  Cause  wonderfully 
declined ;  and  he  would  have  jumped  at  any 
decent  excuse  for  getting  out  or  the  thing 
altogether.  And  indeed,  when  he  came  to 
think  of  it — ^whnre  was  the  difficulty  ?  He 
had  fought  a  good  fight — he  had  maintained 
a  great  principle — he  had  borne  the  heat  and 
burdeu  of  the  day.  But  while  the  martyr 
was  thus  musing  within  himself,  powerhil 
forces  were  coming  into  the  field  to  his  suo- 
eour — viz :  the  Society  for  the  Promotion 
of  Civil  and  Religious  Discord;  who  having 
caused  all  the  proceeding  against  Tag-rag 
to  be  laid  before  an  ambitious  little  Radical 
barrister,  he  discovered  a  fatal  flaw  in  them 
—viz.:  that  in  the  Si^Jicavil,  the  word 
"  Bishop"  was  spelled  '^Biaop,'*'  (t.  e.  with- 
out the  "  h.")  The  point  wis  argued  with 
prodigious  pertinacity,  and  incredible  inge- 
nuity, by  four  counsel  on  each  side;  but 
after  great  deliberation,  the  objection,  **be- 
*n^  in  favour  of  liberty,"  was  held  to  pre- 
vail;  all  the  proceedings  were  quashed; 
and  Mr.  Tag-ra^  conacc^we.tvily  declared  en-  ^ 
titled  to  his  discUaige.     On  X\\\a  \vfe  N«W\^7ktKaiWiN9«tfeTvaw  hid  for  ever  beneaibii    i 
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Imn  of  die  aethre  and  powerfal  spirit  which 
had  '* jumped  the  world  to  come!'*  Mr. 
Snap  gazed  for  aeyeral  minutes  ia  silence, 
and  his  heart  beat  a  little  quicker  than 
usual. 

*^Ohy  sir!^  sobbed  the  laundress  at 
lengrih,  as  she  too  advanced  to  look  again 
at  the  countenance  of  her  deceased  master, 
and  from  which  she  seldom  took  her  eyes 
long  together  when  alone — **he  was  the 
liindest  and  best  of  men !  He  was  indeed  !*' 
Mr.  Snap  said  nothing,  but  presently  took 
hold  of  the  cold,  thin,  stiff  fingers  of  Mr. 
Gammon's  right  hand,  squeezed  them 
gently,  and  replaced  the  hand  in  its  former 
position. 

^  I  hope  he's  happy,  dear  soul !"  cried 
the  laundress,  gazing  at  him  through  her 


"Yes,  of  course  he  is — ^no  doubt,"  re- 
plied Mr.  Snap,  in  a  much  weaker  tone  of 
▼oice  than  he  had  spoken  in  before,  and 
slowly  returned  to  the  sitting-room,  whither 
the  laundress  followed  him  as  soon  as  she 
bad  replaced  the  face-cloth  and  coffin  lid. 

"  Got  a  drop  of  brandy  in  the  room,  Mrs. 
Brown?"  he  inquired, and  passed  his  hand 
across  his  face,  which  had  grown  renr  pale. 

She  gave  him  what  he  asked  for;  he 
iJrank  it,  and  sighed. 

**  Devilish  ugly  look  that  cap  gives  him 
— eh,  Mrs.  Brown  1     Hardly  knew  him." 

"  Ay,  poor  soul ;  but  it  don't  much  sig- 
nify how  the  face  looks  if  the  heart's  all 
right. '  He  was  always  so  kind  to  me ;  I 
shall  never  get  another  master  like  him !" 

"Died  very  suddenly,  Mrs.  Brown; 
didn't  he?" 

"  Ay,  it  was,  sir !  His  troubles  broke  his 
heart!" 

*'  He'd  quite  enough  of  them  to  do  so!" 
replied  Snap,  significantly,  and  took  his  de- 
parture. He  was  one  of  the  few  who  at- 
tended the  funeral,  and  the  day  on  which 
It  took  place  was  the  gloomiest  he  had  ever 
known. 

Mr.  Ganimon  being  gone,  old  Mr.  Quirk 
seemed  to  have  quite  lost  the  use  of  his 
head,  and  could  attend  to  nothing.  As  for 
**  the  matters  in  the  affidavits,"  which  he 
had  been  ordered  by  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  to  answer,  it  was  impossible  to  do 
so  except  by  acknowledging  the  facts  they 
stated  to  be  tnie ;  and  he  was,  in  the  ensu- 
ing term,  struck  off  the  roll  of  attorneys, 
and  ceased  to  be  any  longer  a  "  gentleman, 
one  of, the  attorneys  of  our  lord  the  king, 
before  the  king  himself."  In  short,  he  was 
completely  broken  up.  He  was  quickly 
coropellHd  to  part  with  Alibi  House— in 
fiict,  with  all  his  property ;  and  very  nearly 
escaped  being  thrown  into  a  prison,  there  to 
end  hia  days.    Danog  the  last  week  of  his 


stay  at  Alibi  House*  while  all  his  efleela 
were  being  sold,  he  was  observed'  to  sit 
down  for  nours  .together  before  a  certain 
picture  covered  with  black  crape;  and  onoe 
or  twice  he  lifted  up  the  crape,  and  gazed 
with  a  horrid  look  at  the  object  before  himt 
as  if  he  was  meditating  something  very 
mysterious  and  dismal.  Nothing,  however, 
happened.  If  he  had  ever  wished  to  hang 
himself,  he  never  could  succeed  in  screw* 
ing  his  courage  up  to  the  sticking-place. 
He  prevailed  on  a  friend  to  buy  in  for  him 
that  particular  picture ;  and  it  was  almost 
the  only  article  that  he  took  with  him  to  the 
small  lodgings  to  which  he  removed  with 
his  daughter,  on  the  sale  of  Alibi  House. 
As  for  poor  Miss  Quirk,  I  pity  her  from  my 
very  soul ;  for,  though  rather  a  weak  girl, 
she  was  perfectly  good-natured;  and  the 
reader  will  probably  join  in  my  indignation 
against  Mr.  Toady  Hug,  when  he  hears 
that  that  gentleman,  on  seeing  the  unfor- 
tunate turn  which  affairs  took  with  Miss 
Quirk,  owing  to  no  fault  of  hers,  at  the  very 
moment  when  he  ought  to  have  clung 
closest  to  the  poor  girl,  deserted  her,  after 
having  been  engaged  to  be  married  to  hef 
for  upwards  of  two  years. 

It  was,  however,  the  business  of  the  firm 
of  Quirk,  Gammon,  and  Snap,  that  he  had 
desired  to  marry;  and  finding  that  it  no 
longer  existed,  he  considered  himself  justi* 
fied  in  rescinding  the  contract,  on  the 
ground  of  a  failure  of  consideration.  Snap, 
hearing  of  this,  instantly  tendered  his  own 
**  heart"  in  lieu  of  that  of  l^lr.  Hug,  and 
was  accepted.  He  kept  this  very  still, 
however,  till  the  fate  of  the  action  for  a 
breach  of  promise  of  marriage,  which  he 
persuaded  Miss  Quirk  to  allow  him  to 
bring  in  her  name  against  Mr.  Hug,  should 
have  been  decided — as  it  soon  was ;  for  I 
should  have  mentioned  that  no  attempt  had 
been  made  by  any  one  to  strike  him  off  the 
rolls.  Snap  retained  a  Mr.  Heartbreak,  a 
most  eloqtient  counsel  in  such  cases :  and  . 
as  Mr.  Toady  Hug  defended  himself,  in 
what  he  imagined  to  be  a  very  splendid 
speech,  the  jury  immediately  found  a  ver- 
dict against  him  of  five  hundred  pounds-* 
a  little  fortune  for  Miss  Quirk,  if  Hug  could 
have  paid  it.  But  the  fact  was,  that  he 
could  tint  i  and  after  a  long  negotiation  be- 
tween Snap  and  him,  it  was  settled  that 
there  should  be  a  sort'  of  secret  partnership 
between  them ;  and  that  Hug  should  work 
out  the  damages,  by  doing  Mr.  Snap's 
business  for  a  quarter  only  of  the  propel 
fees;  the  full  tee,  however,  for  appear 
ance's  sake  amon^  his  brethren,  was  to  |)a 
marked  in  his  briaC.  S\\wvV^  "^Svsx  ^^sa-^ 
i  Sm\n  ct>^  m?iTt\^,  ^oA  \»^  "*-  \>!«^'«^  V*^^k 
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office;  and,  as  he  had  already  ealtivated 
l9ie  acquaintance  of  the  leading  thievea,  he 
soon  got  into  a  rery  respectable  line  of 
boaineaa.  A  year  afterwards^  Mrs.  Snap 
made  him  the  happy  father  of  a  qnaintp 
looking  little  child;  which,  being  a  boy, 
his  father,  out  of  reverence  for  his  deceased 
friend  and  partner,  Mr.  Gammon,  caased  to 
be  christened  by  the  name  of  *'  Oih/  SVuzp." 
Old  Mr.  Quirk  lingered  on  for  about  a 
eon  pie  of  years  longer,  most  inconveniently 
lo  Snap,  when  he  died  of  a  br6ken  heart : 
and  as  Snap  assisted  in  depositing  the 
revered  remains  of  his  father-in-law  in  St. 
Andrew's  churchyard,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  within  himself  what  a  horrid  bore 
K  would  be  were  the  old  gentleman  to  get 
op  again,  and  come  back  and  establish 
himself  for  another  couple  of  years  in  their 
little  back  parlour ! 

Let  us  now  turn  to  characters  worthier  of 
our  notice,  of  our  sympathy,  and  our  con- 
gratulation. 

Two  or  three  days  after  the  assembling 
of  the  new  Parliament,  Lord  Drelincourt 
Was  introduced  by  two  of  his  brother 
barons,  (one  of  whom  was  Lord  de  la 
Zouch,)  with  the  usual  formalities,  into  the 
House  of  Lords.  As  he  stood  at  the  table 
while  being  sworn  in,  tranquil  and  digni- 
fied, there  was  such  an  expression  of  noble 
simplicity  and  goodness  in  his  features — 
which  had  not  even  then  entirely  lost  the 
traces  of  the  anxiety  and  suffering  through 
which  he  had  passed  during  the  last  three 

reara — as  touched  me  to  the  very  soul,  and 
fervently  wished  him  health  and  long  life 
to  enjoy  his  new  honours.  He  looked  quite 
commanding  in  his  ample  ermine  and  scar- 
let robes ;  and  having  taken  the  pen  which 
was  tendered  him,  and  inscribed  on  the  roll 
the  name  "Drelincourt" — (that  of  very 
nearly  the  most  ancient  barony  in  England) 
—and  formally  taken  his  seat  on  the  barons' 
bench,  and  received  the  congratulations  of 
his  brother  peers  who  came  crowding  around 
him,  he  stepped  up  to  the  woolsack,  and 
grasped  with  silent  energy  the  hand  of  the 
new  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Wolstenholme, 
who,  dignified  and  commanding  in  his  ap- 
pearance and  bearing,  and  familiir  with  his 
position  as  if  he  had  occupied  it  for  more 
years  than  he  had  days,  welcomed  the 
newly-introduced  peer  with  infinite  warmth 
and  cordiality.  This  was  the  Attorney- 
General  of  a  few  short  months  before,  and 
he  to  whose  masterlv  ability  and  unwaver- 
mg  friendship  Lord  Drelincourt  was  in- 
debted for  the  position  which  he  then  occu- 


ttane  he  had  to  give  awaj — ^particah|i1|ll 
the  Uvifigs  whicn  fell  to  his  dispoial-ll 
instanced  a  small  one  in  Devonshire,  of  In 
hundred  a  year,  of  which  he  had  had  soil 
only  two  hours  before  coming  to  the  Hoii^ 
since  which  time  he  had  hada  doseo  ap|& 
cations  for  it  from  peers  present.  **  Nov,tt 
a  small  mtmerUo  of  to-day,  Drelincooiti* 
said  be,  with  a  smile,  *^  can  yon  giTa-il 
the  name  of  any  man  that  in  your  judniiift 
wants,  and  would  suit,  such  a  livingr* 

"O,  my  dear  Lord  Chancellor  r  re^ 
Lord  Drelincourt,  with  eager  delighC  "I 
know  a  man — a  very  able,  exemplary,  i^ 
ing  friend  of  mine— Mr.  Neville,  the  Ser. 
Ralph  Neville." 

>«Tis  his!"  replied  the  chanc«lW; 
**give  roe  his  name  and  address;  heikil 
have  it  offered  him  this  very  evening  r* 

Lord  Drelincourt,  overjoyed,  wrote  dosi 
Mr.  Neville's  name  and  address,  and  gift 
it  to  the  chancellor ;  and  having  reoiioM 
him  that  their  dinner  hour  was  seTen  p» 
cisely  that  day,  (the  chancellor  had  bea 
for  some  days  engaged  to  dinner  with  hlM,] 
Lord  Drelincourt  somewhat  hastily  qiiiM 
the  house,  resolved  to  be  himself  tlM  foA 
bearer  to  poor  Mr.  Neville  of  the  deligUU 
intelligence  of  his  promotion.  His  e» 
riage,  with  Lady  Drelincourt  and  Mii 
Aubrey  in  it,  had  been  standing  Ibr  toot 
time  near  the  House,  awaiting  his  retan. 
in  order  to  drive  once  or  twice  rooad  th 
Park  before  dinner;  but  you  may  guess  Ai 
kind  of  transport  with  which  th«j  hetfi 
him  give  directions  for  their  being  drivtt 
to  St  George^s  in  the  East,  and  the  ofajstf 
of  his  errand.  When  Lord  DrelioooOT 
equipage— simple  and*elegant,  and  with  tki 
coronet  paintea  on  the  panels  so  small  fl 
not  to  challenge  the  observation  of  ev0 
passenger— drew  up  opposite  the  bamMi 
lodgings  of  Mr.  Neville,  he  and  hit  licdl 
sick  wife  were  sitting  at  tea,  for  whidi  p«^ 
pose  be  had  a  few  minutes  before  propfiii 
her  up  upon  the  sofa,  on  which  she  vtf 
obliged  to  recline  durinjgr  the  greater  jMt 
of  each  day.  Prettily  flustered  were  M 
of  them  on  seeing  the  carriage  roll  op,  tki 
steps  let  down,  and  hearing  Lord  Dreli» 
court,  followed  qnickly  by  Lady  DreS^ 
court  and  Miss  Aubrey,  (it  was  the  first 
time  that  they  had  seen  the  former  two,  a- 
cept  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aubrey,)  knock  t 
the  door.  Oh,  how  sweet  was  toe  office  tf 
communicating  such  intelligence  u  iM 
which  they  brought  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ns> 
ville!     He,  on  hearing  it,  turned  immsdi 


ately,  and  as  it  were  instinctivdy,  to  Uv 
^ied.  They  sal  taMng  to^ii^ei  ^ot  ^m<b  W^le^  suflfering  wife,  with  full  eye  ml 
dme  ;    and  the   chawceWox  YwlV'J^xivcv^  \ft\  t^NA^c^xiaXv^N  -wA.  ^V^^  Tc^turned  the  W 

mentfda  the  \udiciox»  «nA  ^e^  \ti\jc\«t^\^\\v^  ^W>c«i.  ^^V^>»sdK«^^cfl^^%.'<is. 

^fiassure  to  wittcVk  he  Hzm  «ab\«ixfat  ww|\wTO^>«st  ^t«^\«iJ^^ 
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tiiMi  and  miiMrebly  stfaitened 
and  that  the  intelliflrenoe  vhioh  tbey  had 
iaat  receiyed,  would,  as  it  went  pour  into 
ttie  broken  heart  the  oil  of  gladneaa  and  of 
k^th.  There  waa  not  the  ali^hteat  chang^ 
In  the  deportment  of  bia  diatinguiahed  tI- 
dltera ;  but  bia  own  waa,  in  apite  of  all  he 
aoold  do  to  the  contrary,  conacionaly  aab- 
dned,  and  a  little  embarraaaed.  What  thank- 
fblness  waa  in  hia  heart !  How  waa  the 
great,  barren,  frowning  world  around  him, 
tiimed  into  a  amiling  paradise !  No  longer 
would  they  be  unable  to  aupply  their  lew 
and  modeat  wants !  No  longer  deny  them- 
8^lTe;p  the  innocent  enjcymenta  of  life,  and 
cheerlul  intercourse  with  aodety!  Soon 
would  he  be  in  the  independent  exercise  of 
the  delightful  duties  of  the  paatoral  office ! 
And  what  a  thoughtfulneaa  of  their  humble 
tnteresta  had  been  evinced  by  Lord  Drelin* 
eourt  in  the  firat  momenta  of  hia  own  excila- 
ment  and  triumpha!  To  all  partiea,  that 
waa,  indeed,  an  occaaion  of  the  outgoing  of 
hearts  towards  each  other;  and  I^rd  and 
Lady  Drelincourt,  .before  leavinff,  had  in- 
stated on  aeeing  Mr.  and  Mra.  Neville  at 
dinner  in  Doyer  Street,  before  they  left 
town,  aa  ihey  expected  wonld  ahortly  be 
the  case* 

Aa  I  haye  already  intimated.  Lord  Dre- 
lincourt had  that  evening  a  aeleet  dinner 
party ;  and  there  waa  a  little  incident  con- 
nected with  it,  which  will  also,  I  think,  serve 
to  set  forth  the  considerate  good-nature  of 
Lord  Drelincourt.  His  gueata  oonaiated  of 
^be  lord  chancellor  and  Lady  Wolatenholme, 
Lord  and  Lady  de  la  Zouch,  Mr.  Delamere, 
three  or  four  other  frienda,  and  Mr.  Run- 
nin^n,  and  a  Mr.  Staveley,  a  former  fellow 
pupil  of  his,  and  whom  he  had  left  still 
atudyinsr  closely  in  the  chambera  of  Mr. 
Mansfield.  Lord  Drelincourt  had  alwaya 
entertained  a  very  friendly  feeling  towaida 
Mr.  Staveley,  who  waa  a  man  of  very  atrong 
understanding,  great  industry,  sound  prin- 
etple,  and  perfect  frankneaa  and  simplicity 
of  character.  Mr.  Aubrey  had  from  the  firat 
observed  the  depression  of  spirits  to  which 
hia  companion  waa  aubject,  and  which,  in 
ibe  course  of  their  suosequent  unreserved 
communications  with  each  other,  he  had 
diacovered  to  be  occaaioned  by  the  aad  pre- 
cariouaneas  of  his*pecuniary  circumstances, 
and  the  absence  of  all  proepeet  or  apparent 
^ance  of  professional  connexion.  It  seemed 
that  the  relative  by  whoee  liberality  he  had 
been  enabled  to  enter  himsdf  a  student  at 
Lincoln's  Inn,  and  become  a  pupil  of  Mr. 
Mansfield's,  had  died  suddenly,  leaving  his 
nephew  almost  totally  destitute.  Waa  it 
not  likely  that  he  waa  just  such  a  peraon  as 


Cotld  excite  the  yearning  sympathies  of  i  ■.  u»^«  uv  ^ukw^t.  ^«>^<^w»^^.  ■ 
DOW  -ennoii^iea  companion  1    Indeed  it \  taValia  Vx  lOkv^a  mot^  "^Ta&NJbrT^ 


t  and  the  reanon  of  Loid  Drelm* 
court'a  aaktng  him^to  dinner  on  the  present 
occasion  waa,  to  eive  him  a  personal  intro- 
duction to  ttvo  individuala  capable  of  being 
heieafter  or  vast  service  to  any  candidate 
for  professional  buainesa  and  distinction; 
namely,  Mr.  Runnington,  as  a  solicitor  of 
fira^-rate  profeeaionu  eminence,  persona, 
resnectability,  and  amiability  of  character; 
and  the  lord  chancellor,  with  both  of  whom, 
aa  may  easily  be  believed,  Lord  Drelincourt 
had  great  personal  influence.  Mr.  Stave- 
ley was  the  firat  guest  that  arrived,  and 
found  Lord  Drelincourt  alone  in  the  draw- 
irg-room;  and  hia  lordship  seized  the 
opportunity  of  conversing  with  his  friend 
unrestrainedly  upon  the  topics  above  alluded 
to,  and  of  assunng  him  that  he  might  al- 
ways rely  on  anyj|^M>d  ofiioes  which  it  might 
be  in  his  lordship*s  power  to  perform  for 
him.  He  spoke,  to  hia  desponding  com- 
panion in  a  tone  of  earnest  and  inspiriting 
encouragement.  **Come,  come,  my  dear 
Staveley,"  said  he,  **  exporrige  frorUem ! 
It  would  seem  to.be  the  tendency  of  close 
and  solitary  legal  study  to  make  a  man 
despond,  and  distrust  its  utility !  Go  straight 
on.  Constancy,  honour,  and  industry  will 
inevitably  clear  the  way  for  their  possessory 
and  also  in  due  time  force  him  forward 
Ah !  believe  me,  I  know  what  your  feelinga 
are ;  for  very  recently  I  shared  them,  but 
alwaya  ^uleavoured  to  master  them.  Aa 
for  the  want  of  a  connexion,  lean  only  say 
that  I  knew  but  one  attorney  and  solicitor 
in  all  London,  my  own  Mr.  Runnington^ 
(who  dines  with  me  to-day;)  but  had  ( 
known  none,  I  should  not  have  been  dis* 
heartened,  so  long  aa  I  had  health  of  body, 
and  mind,  and  the  means  of  pursuing  my 
atudies  **  Here  Lord  DrelincounTs  ear 
caught  a  faint  and  half-suppressed  sigh, 
uttered  by  his  companion.  ^*  I  did  my  beat 
while  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  law,  and 
am  sure  that  I  shall  neVer  have  occasion  to 
regret  it;  and  I  frankly  tell  you,  Staveley, 
I  waa  as  poor  as  a  church  mouse  the  whole 
time,  over  head  and  ears  in  debt;  and,  but 
for,  the  kindness  of  this  very  Mr.  Running- 
ton,  who  lent  me  three  hundred  pounds, 
I  never  could  have  entered  Mr.  Mansfield's 
chambers,  or  formed  your  acquaintance." 
While  saying  this.  Lord  Drelincourt  wan 
looking  very  keenly  indeed  at  his  com- 

F anion.  '*  The  law  is  a  noble  profession ! 
shbuld  have  become  an  enthusiast  in  it 
had  I  continued  to  devote  myself  to  its 
study  and  practice;  by  the  way,  will  you 
accept,  as  a  little  memento  of  our  friend* 
ship,  which  I  trust  you  will  not  break  off* 
Staveley,  my  few  \zm  hoo^%\    C\^  <5ks\\'«k 
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of  the  doora  opened,  and  Lodv  Dfelineouft 
mod  Miss  Aubrey  entered,  looking:  each  of 
tfaeqi  exceed  ingljT  IoTelj,and  reoeWing  Mr. 
Starelej  with  a  deligh^ul  co^ality  and 
courtesy,  for  they  had  often  heard  Lord 
Drelincourt  mention  his  name.  The  other 
gruests  then  made  their  appearance  in 
qoick  succession;  and  Lord  Drelincoart 
made  a  point  of  introducing  Mr.  Stareley, 
in  rery  flattering  terms,  to  the  chancellor, 
who  receiYed  him  with  great  urbanity,  as 
indeed  did  Mr.  Runnington.  'Twas  truly 
a  delightful  dinner  party,  all  were  in  high 
spirits.  As  for  the  lord  chancellor,  he  took 
an  opportunity  of  pressing  on  Lord  Drelin- 
court the  acceptance  of  an  important  office 
under  the  new  sroTernment,  one  which  they 
were  exc^ingly  anxious  to  have  satisfac- 
torily filled,  and  to  which  woald  be  annexed 
a  seat  in  the  cabinet.  Lord  Drelincourt, 
however,  firmly  declired  the  dazzling  offer, 
on  the  plea  of  the  repose  which  he  felt  to 
be  requisite,  both  for  his  family  and  him- 
self, and  also  the  attention  due  to  hisprirate 
affairs,  to  which  it  would  be  necessary  to 
devote  his  personal  superintendence  for 
some  time  to  come.  But  to  return  for  a 
moment  to  Mr.  Staveley.  Soon  afler  he 
had  sat  down  to  breakfast  the  next  morn- 
ing, a  servant  of  Lord  Drelincourt's  brought 
to  his  chambers  a  small  parcel,  which,  in 
fact,  consisted  of  the  books  of  which  his 
lordship  had  begged  his  acceptance  over- 
dight.  With  what  peculiar  interest  did 
Mr.  Staveley  glance  over  them,  finding  in 
every  page  the  slight  pencil  marks  evidenc- 
ing the  careful  reading  of  Lord  Drelincourt. 
In  laying  down  the  first  book  which  he  had 
opened,  something  fell  from  it  upon  the 
floor,  which,  on  his  picking  it  up,  proved  to 
be  a  letter  addressed  to  himself,  in  the 
handwriting  of  Lord  Drelincourt.  On  open- 
Ing  it,  what  were  his  feelings  on  seeing  it 
'y>ntain  an  enclosure  of  a  draft  on  his  lord- 
ship^s  banker  for  the  sum  of  JS300,  which 
he  begged  Mr.  Staveley  to  accept  as  a  l«an, 
to  be  repaid  whenever  and  however  he 
might  think  fit;  and  in  terms  of  the  most 


tbe  tnanctm  batween  hiiBMlf  ani  Hi 
Staveley.    His  kirdship  did  not  et en  ^ 
Ladv  Drelinooiirt  in  this  matter  iato  ii 
conndenoe. 

At  leneth  evenr  ajTaDgeoieDt  hid  Vm 
made  in  London  lot  thMr  quitting  it,  tnd« 
Yatton  for  their  arrival.  The  fast  mkh 
of  furniture,  a  magnifioent  piano  for  Lriy 
Drelincourt,  had  ffone  down  a  foftai^ 
since.  Lord  and  Xady  de  la  Zooek,  !► 
gether  with  Mr.  Delamere,  had  bees* 
Fotherineham  for  some  time ;  and  the  w 
counts  they  gave  in  their  letters  of  lb 
scene  which  mi^t  be  expected  on  lb 
memorable  occasion  of  Lord  Drelineooi^ 
taking  possession  of  Yatton,  threw  then  all 
into  a  flutter  of  excitement.  From  Ul 
Delamere's  aocoants,  it  woald  aeem  as  if 
the  day  of  their  arriTal  was  to  be  a  soctif 
jubilee.  He  himself  had  been  to  and  6t 
twenty  times  between  Yatton  and  Fotl» 
ingham ;  an  entire  unanimity  of  feeling  » 
isted,  with  reference  to  all  the  leadings 
rangementa  between  himself,  Mr.  Griffith^ 
Dr.  Tatham,  Lord  and  Lady  de  la  Zosek, 
and  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Oldaen^ 
whom  it  had  been  deemed  expedient  to  taki 
into  their  confidence  upon  the  oecasioa; 
and  a  difficult  negotiation  concerning  a  o^ 
tain  fine  military  t>and,  belonging  to  a  np* 
ment  stationed  only  eleven  miles  ofi^w 
been  bronght  to  a  most  satisfactoiy  temi* 
nation !  Dr.  Tatham  wrote  letters  to  thcsi 
especially  to  Miss  Aubrey,  almost  efoj 
day,  and,  in  fact,  they  all  began  to  imagiai 
themselves  already  at  Yatton,  and  in  iki 
midst  of  the  delicious  bustle  that  was  gofaf 
on  there.  At  length,  the  long-expedra  dif 
for  their  setting  off  arrived — the  5th  day  « 
May,  18 — ^  About  ten  o*clock  in  the  ra» 
noon  might  have  been  seen  standing  oppt 
site  Lord  Drelincourt^s  door  in  Dover  StiMi 
two  roomy  travelling  carriages  and  Urn 
Several  newly-engaged  servants  hadgost 
down  two  or  three  days  before,  in  charga  if 
a  large  van  full  of  luggase ;  and  in  the  im 
carriage  were  going  only  Lord  and  hdj 


Drelincourt  and  Miss  Aubrey,  bis  loidtb^% 
earnest  delicacy,  reminding  him  of  the  cir-  i  valet  and  Lady  Drelincourt  s  maid  sittac 
cumstance  which  his  lordship  had  named    in  the  rumble  behind ;  while  the  seeasl 


ovemigrht,  namely,  his  own  acceptance  of 
a  similar  sum  from  Mr.  Runnington.  Mr. 
Staveley  coloured  under  a  conflict  of  emo- 
tions, which  subsided  quickly  into  one  strong 
and  deep  feeling  of  gratitude  toward  his 
truly  noble  and  generous  friend ;  and  that 
morning  he  wrote  a  letter,  acknowledgingr 
in  fitting  terms  the  munificent  act  of  Lord 
Drelincourt,and  enclosing  his  note  of  hand  for 


carriage  was  occupied  by  little  Charles 
Agrnes,  and  their  attendants,  together 
Harriet,  Miss  Aubrey's  faithful  and  fsM 
little  maid.  •  All  having  been  at  lesfii 
completed,  the  word  was  given,  crack  want 
the  whips,  and  away  they  rolled,  every  sesl 
of  them  as  full  of  glee  as  souls  could  ksi 
There  was  an  evident  air  of  expectation  asd 
interest  along  the  road,  for  a  long  while  b^ 


the  amount,  both  of  wVuch^  however^  on  his  I  fore  they  approached  Yatton  ;  for  in  fretil 
receiving  them,  Lord  DieWtv^ontVi  Vvfia  v\^"aa  ^Tfisxt^Vi}  known  that   Lord  Disfi^ 

tood-natured  smi\e,  pu\  into  i^^  ^t%,  ^axXwrtV,  ^\*^^^  ^wm^  \&iiSc«:h^>  VaiA * 

wre  might  exist  no  evidcaea  ^Vatev^  ^A\^«a^  ^  «»»  'jR^  ^\ass!^  >k^ 
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gmng  down  to  take  posteasion  of  the 
aiMnent  family  estate  in  Yorkshire.  How 
the  hearts  of  the  travellers  yearned  towards 
the  dear  old  familiar  obiecta  on  each  side 
of  the  road,  whioii,  as  they  advanced  at  a 
capid  pace,  they  passed  with  increasing^  fre- 
quency !  At  length  they  reached  the  last 
pootingr-house,  M'hich  was  within  twelve 
miles  of  Yatton,  and  there  were  manifest 
symptoms  of  preparation  and  excitement 
^ght  very  fine  horses  were  brought  out  in 
a  twinkling,  and  the  harness  appeared  both 
oew  and  gay.  Mrs.  Spruce,  the  landlady, 
together  with  her  two  daughters,  all  of  them 
4resaed  with  unusual  smartness,  stood  at 
the  inn  door,  courtesyinff  repeatedly :  and 
on  Lady  Drelincourt  and  Kate  seeing  them, 
they  beckoned  them  to  the  carriage-door, 
mnd  inquired  after  their  health,  with  such  a 
kindness  and  interest  in  their  manner,  as 
almost  brought  tears  into  their  eyes. 

**So  you  have  not  forgotten  us,  Mrs. 
SpmceV'  asked  Lord  Drelincourt,  with  a 
gay  smile,  as  they  handed  a  couple  of 
glasses  of  water  into  the  carriage,  at  the  re- 
qnest  of  Lady  Drelincourt  and  Kate,  who 
were  evidently  getting  very  nervous  with 
their  proximity  to  Yatton,  and  the  exciting 
floenes  which  there  aWaited  them. 

**  Oh,  my  lord,  forgotten  your  lordship ! 
No,  my  ladies,  not  for  one  minute  since  the 
dismal  day  you  all  went — my  lord !  There's 
mteh  a  stir,  my  ladies,  along  the  road — youMl 
see  it  all  when  you  get  a  mile  further  on ! 
Of  course  your  lordshjp  and  your  lady- 
ships know  what's  going  to  be  done  at  the 
Hall" 

**  Ah,  ah !  so  I  hear !  Well — good  day, 
Mrs.  Spruce !"  cried  Lord  Drelincourt,  and 
the  next  moment  they  had  dashed  off  in 
their  last  stage,  and  at  a  thundering  pace,  to 
oe  sure.  It  was  nearly  twelve  o'clock  at 
noon,  and  the  day  was  bright  and  beautiful ; 
and  there  was  a  fresh  and  exhilarating 
brseae  stirring,  that  ofi  came  laden  with 
the  rich  scents  of  summer  fields. 

*^  Oh,  Agnes !  oh,  Kate !  what  a  contrast 
is  this  to  the  day  on  which  our  horses' 
heads,  two  years  ago,  were  turned  the  other 
way!"  exclaimed  Lord  Drelincourt;  but 
received  only  a  faint  reply,  for  his  compa- 
nions were  getting  excited  and  restless  with 
the  rapidly  increasing  evidences  of  excite- 
ment (tn  the  road.  ^  they  advanced  they 
overtook  vehicles  of  every  description,  ail 
eontainins  people  in  gay  holiday  trim,  and 
all  with  their  horses'  heads  turned  one  way ; 
via.  towards  the  great  centre  of  attraction, 
Yatton.  At  lengUi  the  increasing  number 
of  carriages,  chaises,  cars,  gigs,  vans,  carts, 
wagons—many  of  them  decked  with  ribands 
and  flowers—compelled  them  to  slackeA 
ibmrgpeed,  aad  gave  them  foller  oppoitor 


nittes  of  witnesshig  the  joyful  enthusiasm 
with  which  their  approach  was  greeted. 
Already  they  heard,  or  imagined  they  heard, 
from  the  dii|»lion  of  Yatton,  the  sounds  of 
voices  and  music. 

^I'm  sure,  Charles,  I  shall  cry  like  a 
child"— quoth  Kate,  her  eyes  suddenly  fill- 
ing with  tears ;  and  such  was  the  case  also 
with  Lady  Drelincourt. 

**  And  what,  Kate,  if  you  do  1"  cried  her 
brother,  joyfully,  kissing  and  embracing 
them  affectionately. 

*^ Gracious!  Charles!  Charles! — I  do* 
clare  there's  old  Granny  Grimston — ^it  is 
indeed !"  cried  Kate,  as  they  passed  an  old* 
fashioned  market  cart,  in  which  sat,  aura 
enough,  the  good  woman  Miss  Aubrey  had 
mentioned.  Inside  her  daughter,  to  whom 
Kate  waved  her  hand  repeatedly — ^for  it  was 
to  an  old  pensioner  or  the  late  Mrs.  An- 
brey's !  O,  what  a  sight  burst  upon  them 
when  they  came  to  the  turning  ot  the  road 
which  brought  them  full  in  view  of  Yatton 
— ^the  village  and  the  Hall !  They  came, 
too,  to  a  dead  stand-still — 'twas  impossible 
to  get  on  for  some  time,  for  they  seemed  to 
have  got  suddenly  into  the  middle  of  some 

geat  fair!  What  a  shout  rent  the  air! 
oughs  of  laurel  were  waving  in  all  direc- 
tions, with  wreaths  and  ribands  !  Beautiful 
nosegays  were  flung  in  through  the  carriage 
windows  by  men,  women,  and  even  children, 
all  dressed  in  their  best  and  gayest  attire ! 
Here  was  formed  an  equestrian  procession 
that  was  to  precede  them  into  Yatton,  con- 
sisting of  some  hundred  stout  Yorkshiro 
yeomen,  chiefly  tenanta  of  Lord  Drelincourt 
and  hia  neighbours.  Louder  and  louder 
came  the  shouts  of  welcome  from  all  quar- 
ters, before  and  behind,  intermingling  at 
length,  as  they  entered  the  village,  with  the 
clash  and  clangour  of  cymbals,  the  thunder-- 
ing  of  drums,  Uie  sound  of  trumpets,  trom- 
bones, clarionets,  and  fifes.  'Twas  reaUy 
most  exciting,  and  Lady  Drelincourt  and 
Kate  were  suready  amply  fulfilling  their 
own  predictions.  Their  carriage  suddenly 
stopped  for  some  moments;  and  a  louder 
shout  than  had  yet  been  heard  burst  around 
them,  while  the  band  approached,  playing 
**  Role  Britannia !"  followed  by  a  procession 
of  at  least  two  hundred  horsemen,  headed 
by  Delamere,  and  all  wearing  his  bright 
blue  colours !  He  thrust  his  hand  intovthe 
carriage,  and  grasping  those  of  each  of  them, 
again  rode  off.  Here  an  attenipt  was  made 
to  take  the  horses  out  of  Lord  Drelinconrt's 
carriage,  which  he  peremptorily  forbade, 
acknowledging,  however,  the  adOfectionata 
enthusiasm  which  prompted  the  proposal, 
by  repeatedly  bowing  in  all  diiectiAtA  la. 

\bniA«a  oi^»nTO\  V^^^^E««.'atosk^^«vj^ 
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window,  and  the  crowd  had  become  so  great 
as  to  prevent  them  frequently  from  moving 
on  for  more  than  a  minute  or  two  together. 
At  length  they  saw  the  church,  with  its  long, 
thin,  gray  spire — no  doubt  its  bells  were 
ringing  as  loudly  as  they  could  be  rung,  but 
they  could  not  be  heard ;  for  the  band  at 
that  moment,  when  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  park-gates,  struck  up  in  fine  style  the 
inspiriting  air  of  **  Tlie  King  shall  hae  his 
aia  again  !'*  A  great  number  of  carriages 
were  drawn  up  on  each  side  of  the  entrance 
to  the  park,  and  the  high  antique  iron  gates 
and  stone  pillars  were  covered  with  wreaths 
of  flowere  and  branches  of  laurel.  Imme- 
diately within  the  ^tes,  upon  each  side, 
upon  forms  and  stocks,  sat  about  a  do2en  of 
the  oldest  tenants  on  the  estate,  male  and 
female,  who,  on  the  approach  of  Lord  Drelin- 
oourt,  lifted  up  their  hands  feebly  towards 
heaven,  while  teare  ran  down  their  eyes, 
and  they  implored  a  blessing  on  those  who 
were  re-entering  their  own,  alter  so  long  and 
cruel  a  separation  from  it.  But  here  the 
eager  and  affectionate  eyes  of  the  travellers 
lit  upon  an  object  infinitely  more  interesting 
and  aifecting  than  any  they  had  yet  seen — 
*twas  the  venerable  figure  of  Dr.  Tatham, 
who,  with  his  hat  off,  stood  with  his  hand 
and  his  face  elevated  momentarily  towards 
heaven,  imploring  a  blessing  upon  those 
who  were  entering.  Lord  Drelincourt  in- 
stantly called  for  the  carriage-door  to  be 
opened,  and,  within  a  moment  or  two*s  time, 
he  had  grasped  the  little  doctor's  hands  in 
his  own ;  and  Lady  Drelincourt  and  Kate, 
having  also  hastily  alighted,  had  thrown 
their  arms  around  him  and  kissed  him,  with 
the  feelings  of  two  daughtera  towards  a  fond 
and  venerable  father.  The  little  doctor  was 
qnite  overcome,  and  could  scarcely  say  a 
word— 4ndeed,  they  were  all  much  excited. 
At  this  point  came  up  Mr.  Delamere,  who 
had  dismounted  at  the  gate,  and,  placing 
Kate's  arm  hastily,  and  with  a  proud  and 
triumphant  air,  within  his  own,  while  Lady 
Drelincourt  was  supported  between  her  hus- 
band and  Dr.  Tatham,  the  two  children  fol- 
lowing, with  their  attendants  immediately 
behind,  in  this  manner  they  approached  the 
Hall,  each  side  of  the  avenue  being  lined 
with  the  gay  ly-dressed  gentry  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, collected  from  far  and  wide. 
When  they  reached  the  fine  old.  gateway, 
there  shot  up  suddenly  into  the  air,  upon  a 
flag-staff  planted  upon  the  centre  of  the 
turret,  a  splendid  crimson  banner,  while  the 
band  within  the  court-yard  struck  up  the 
spirit-stirring  air,  one  which  no  Englishman 


can  listen  to  without  excilemeivtr—.**  See  the 

Conquering  Hero  comeaV    T\\^  mom«v\\%i!»T«i  w^  ^^xvc^^sa  and  triumphant  at 


itself!    Upon  tiie  steps  fronting  (he  issi 
and  indeed  all  around,  stood  the  mo§t^ 
tinguished  persons  in  the  county,  ready  n 
greet  the  new  comers.     There  was  the  Ue^ 
lieutenant,  the  high  sheriff,  two  orthecoo> 
ty  members,  Catholics  and  Protestants,^^ 
tories  and  high  whigs— -there  they  wen- 
the  high-born,  the  beaotiful — all  crowdi^ 
with  eager  and  enthusiastic  welcome  unm 
those  wno  were  thus  returning  to  their  ow, 
afWr  so  extraordinary  and  infamous  »ei- 
clusion  and  banishment.     To  Lady  Wk^ 
court,  to  Miss  Aubrey,  to  Lord  DrelioeflU 
himself,  amidst  the   oyerpowering  excifr> 
ment  of  the  moment,  it  appeared  as  tboq>k 
they  were  in  a  vivid  and  daaxling  dma, 
and  they  felt  completely  confused  and  b^ 
wildered.     Lady  ae  la  Zooch  and  one  or 
two  othere  of  their  considerate  friends,  e^ 
serving  a  painful  excitement  under  wiw^ 
Lady  Drelincourt  and  Miss  Aubrey  wm 
labouring,  succeeded  in  withdrawing  thea 
for  a  while  from  the  tumultooos  and  ^k^ 
did  scene  into  their  chambers. 

A  splendid  cold  collation  was  spread  ii 
the  hall   for  the   immediate    friends  ani 
gueste  of  Lord  Drelincourt,  while  aa  m 
mense  enterteinment,  of  a  more  substtmiil 
description,- was  prepared  under  an  awaiflf, 
upon  the  beautiful  terrace  at  the  back  of  tii 
Hall,  for  about  three  hundred  people,  e«»> 
sisting   principally  of   the  tenantry,  tkeii 
families  and  friends,     f  Half-^-doxen  fearti 
were  going  on  in  the  yilla^,  for  those  wb 
were  necessarily  ei^cludedfrom  the  temm 
tebles.)    The  substantial  business  of  the 
day,  viz.  feasting,  was  to  commence,  M 
for  gentle    and   simple,   at  three  o'elori 
shortly  before  which  period  Lady  Drehn- 
court  and  Miss  Aubrey  appeared  ia  the 
drawing-room,  and  then  in  the  hall,  infiniielj 
the  better  for  their  refreshing  toilets,  '^tns 
that  their  eyes  looked  somewhat  imfnirad 
by  the  excessive  emotions  occasioned  bj 
the  events  of  the  day ;  for  they  had  boiii 
been  several  times,  during  their  brief  il^ 
senoe,  on  the  verge  of  hysterics.    Yet,  for 
all  that,  they  looked  a  pair  of  as  lovely 
women  as  dear  old  England,  rich  in  heutj 
as  it  is,  could  produce.     They  both  won 
plain  white  muslin  dresses,  with  soiall  blw 
rosettes,  which  Lady  de  la  Zouch  had  iofr 
mated  would  give  a  certain  person  infiiiii 
gratification — meaning    the   new  meaibtf 
for  the  borough,  for  his  coloora  were  bhie-* 
whereof  there  was  a  modest  glimpse  ia  \» 
ownsurtout.  Lord  Drelincourt  also  appeued 
greatly  the  better  for  his  visit  to  his  dress* 
ing-room,  and  was  in  the  highest  posidile 
spirits — as  well   he   might  be,  amidst  i 
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ing  with  one  another  in  doing  bim  honour, 
ar^  welcoming  him  back  to  the  halls  of  his 
ancestors.  At  length,  it  being  announced 
that  ail  was  in  readiness,  before  sitting 
down  to  their  own  banquet.  Lord  Drelin 
^ourt,  with  Lady  Drelincourt  on  one  arm 
and  his  sister  on  the  other,  and  followed  by 
Dr.  Tatham,  Mr^Hunnington,  and  almost 
all  his  guests,  passed  along  under  the  old 
archway  that  led  over  the  bridge  to  the  ter- 
race, in  order  that  the  doctor  might  say 
grace  before  the  feast  began ;  and  tlie  in- 
stant that  Lord  and  Lady  Drelincourt  and 
Miss  Aubrey  made  their  appearance,  the 
shouting,  and  clapping  of  hands,  and  wav- 
ing of  handkerchiefs  that  ensued,  dehes 
description,  completely  overpowered  Lady 
Drelincourt  and  Kate,  and  somewhat  dis- 
turbed the  equanimity  of  Lord  Drelincourt 
himself.  *1  was  several  minutes  before  the 
least  cessation  occurred.  At  length,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Griffiths,  the  steward,  who  was 
to  preside  '  on  the^  occasion,  succeeded  in 
directing  attention  to  Dr.  Tatham,  who 
vtood  uncovered  ready  to  say  grace,  which 
he  did  as  soon  as  there  was  a  decent  ap- 
proach to  silence;  he,  and  those  who  had 
accompanied  him,  then  returning  to  the  halL 
What  a  prodigious  onslaught  was  instantly 
made  on  the  enormous  masses  of  beef, 
boiled  and  roast — th^  hams,  the  tbngues, 
the  fowls — and  all  the  innumerable  other 
pood  tilings  which  w^re  heaped  upon  those 
hospitable  tables !  There  was  all  ad  libi- 
tum ;  and  in  addition  to  that,  a  bottle  of 
port  and  of  sherry  to  each  mess  of  four, 
which  latter  viands,  however, were  generally 
reserved  for  the  business  that  was  to  take 
place  after  the  substantial  part  of  the  feast 
nad  been  discussed. 

According  to  a  previous  arrangement, 
about  four  o'clock  intimation  wa6  given  to 
the  vast  party  upon  the  terrace,  that  Lord 
Drelincourt,  accompanied  by  his  guests, 
would  come  and  take  their  seats  for  a  short 
time  at  the  head  of  the  tables — hrs  lord- 
ship occupying  the  place  of  Mr.  Griffiths. 
After  a  great  bustle,  the  requisite  space  was- 
obtained  at  the  head  of  the  nearest  table ; 
and  presently  Dr.  Tatham  led  in  Lady  Dre- 
'Hncourt,and  Mr.  Delamere,  Kate ;  followed 
by  Lord  Drelincourt  and  all  his  guests — 
their  arrival  being  greeted  in  the  same  en- 
thusiastic manner  as  before.  After  they 
had  selected  their^  places,  bat  before  they 
had  sat  down.  Dr.  Tatham  returned  thanks 
amidst  a  sudden  and  decorous  silence;  and 
then,  all  having  taken  their  places,  had  an 
opportunity  of  ?eastin^  their  eyes  with  the 
Might  of  those  who  had  been  so  cruelly  torn 
from  them,  and  so  long  estranged.  Lord 
Drelincourt  sat  at  the  head  of  the  tab\e, 
with  Lady  Drelincourt  on  one   side   and 
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his  sister  upon  the  other,  both  looking  ex* 
ceedingly  animated  and  beautiful.  Beside 
Kate  sat  Mr.  Delamere,  his  eyes  greedily 
watching  her  every  look  and  motion ;  and 
beside  Lady  Drelincourt  sat  Dr.  Tatham, 
looking  as  happy  and  as  proud  as  it  was 
possible  for  him  to  look. 

After  sitting  for  some  minutes  conversing 
with  those  immediately  around  him,  during 
which  time  expectation  had  gradually 
hushed  down  the  noise  vfhich  had  pre- 
vailed on  their  entering.  Lord  Drelincourt 
slowly  poured  out  a  glass  of  wine,  his  hand 
slightly  trembling;  and  while  Lady  Dre- 
lincourt and  Kate  leaned  dovm.  their  heads, 
and  hid  their  faces  in  their  handkerchiefs, 
he  slowly  rose  amidst  profound  and  respect- 
ful silence.  His  voice  was  at  all  times 
clear  and  melodious,  his  enunciation  dis- 
tinct and  deliberate;  so  that  every  word  he 
uttered  could  be  heard  by  all  present. 
There  were  graco  and  dignity  in  his  coun- 
tenance and  gestures ;  and  you  felt,  as  you 
looked  and  listened  to  him,  that  he  was 
speaking  from  his  heart.   Thus  he  began : — > 

*'  Oh,  my  friends !  what  a  happy  moment 
is  this  to  me  and  mine !  What  thanks  do 
I  not  owe  to  God  for  his  great  goodness  in 
bringing  us  again  together  in  our  former 
relations  of  mutual  and  uninterrupted  re- 
spect and  affection  !  You  must  not  expect 
me  to  say  much  nosy,  for  I  cannot,  because  * 
my  heart  is  so  full  of  love  and  respect  to 
those  whom  I  see  around  'me,  and  of^  grati- 
tude to  God.  May  he,  my  dear  friends, 
who  is  now  beholding  us,  and  marking  the 
thoughts  of  our  hearts,  bless  and  preserve 
you  all,  and  enable  me  never  to  give  yon 
cause  to  regret  having  thus  afTectionately 
welcomed  me  back  again  to  my  home.  It 
pleased  God,  my  friends,  that  I,  and  those 
whom  you  see  near  me,  and  wht)m  I  so 
tenderly  love,  should  be  tonwiway  suddenly, 
and  for  a  long  time,  from  alt  that  our  hearts 
hold  dear.  The  pangs  it  cost  us — bear 
with  me,  my  frienos ;  the  pangs  it  cost  us*' 
— here  Lord  Drelincourt  could  not  go  on 
for  some  moments.  **  We  have,  since* we 
led  you  all,  gone  through  much  affliction,  a 
little  privation,  and  some  persecution.  It 
was  all,  however,  God's  ordering,  and  we 
have  besought  him  that  we  might  at  all 
times  feel  and  know  it  to  be  so ;  for  then 
we  shall  not  be  impatient  or  rebellious.  He 
is  wiser  and  kinder  in  his  dealings  with  us, 
my  friends,  than  we  are  sometimes  able  tc 
see ;  and  as  for  myself,  I  think  I  can  sav 
that  I  would  not  have  lost  the  lessons  which 
my  recent  sufferings  have  taught  me,  for  a 
thousand  times    my  present   advaataLiqgi&« 
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hare  of  those  advantages  which  we  consi- 
der ourselves  surest  of.     Who  can  tell,  dear 
friends,  What  a  day  or  an  hour  may  bring 
forth  %    And  I  hope  I  have  also  learned  one 
'  of  the  CTeat  lessons  of  life,  better  than  I 
^  knew  it  hefore ;  that  cheerful  resignation  to 
1  the  will  of  God  is  the  only  source  of  forti* 
i  tude !     Never,  dear  friends,  when  we  are 
jin  our  deepest  difficulties    and    troubles, 
'despair!    Thank  God,  I  never  did,  or  you 
would  not  have  seen  me  here  toniay.     God 
overrules  every  thing  for  the  good  of  those 
who  faithfully  obey  him ;  ana  in  our  own 
case,  I,can  assure  you,  that  the  very  things 
which  we  looked  upon  as  the  cruellest  and 
hardest  to  bear  of  all  that  had  happened  to 
us,  turned  out  to  be  the  very  means  by 
which  we  have  been  restored  to  the  happi- 
ness which  we  are  now  met  to  celebrate ! 
See  how  good  God  has  been  to  us !     When 
I  look  around  me,  and  see  what  I  am  per- 
mitted to  enjoy,  and  know  what  I  deserve,  I 
tremble. 

"You  all  know,  of  course,  that  it  has 
pleased  God  to  place  us  a  little  higher  in 
pofnt  of  mere  worldly  station  than  we  were 
before ;  but  I  think  you  will  find  that  it  has 
made  only  this  difference  in  us :  namely, 
we  are  more  sensible  of  the  importance  of 
the  duties  which  we  have  to  perform.  'Tis 
not,  dear  friends,  the  mere  coronet  which 
confers  true  distinction,  but  how  it  is  worn, 
I,  of  course,  have  only  succeeded  by  birth 
to  that  mark  of  distinction,  which  the  merit 
of  some  other  person  won  for  him.  I  trust 
I  shall  wear  it  with  honour  and  humility, 
and  that  so  will  my  son  after  me. 

"  And  now,  my  dear  friends,  I  must  con- 
clude. You  see'  how  much  those  who  are 
sitting  near  me  are  affected.'*  Lord  Dre- 
lincourt  paused  for  some  time,  and  then  in  a 
lower  tone  resumed,  "  You  may  remember, 
some  of  you  atieast,  tlie  evening  before  we 
left  Yatton ;  what  you  said  to  me" — here 
again  he  paused,  and  for  sometime.  *^I 
have  never  forgotten  that  evening;  the 
thought  of  it  has  been  like  balm  poured 
intb  a  broken  heart. 

"I  have  heard  that  since  I  left  you  all, 
things  have  gone  very  differently  from  the 
way  they  went  in  my  time.  Oh,  dear 
friends,  there  shall  be  no  more  extortion-^ 
there  shall  be  no  more  oppression,  at  Yat- 
ton. I  can,  I  think,  answer  for  myself; 
and  I  think  my  little  son  will  not  take  after 
his  father  if— you  shall  see  my  children 
presently:  God  bless  you,  dear  friends! 
You  see  that  I  have  now  and  then  beon 
overcome  while  BT>eakii\^*,  I  know  you  will 


friends,  for  it  is  a  day  of  rejoicing!  Bi 
merry !  be  happy !  I  now  from  my  beait 
drink — ^we  all  drink,  all  your  healths! 
Here  are  health,  and  peace,  and  prospeiitj 
to  you  all !     God  bless  you  all  !'* 

Lord  Drelincourt  raised  his  glass  to  his 
lips,  and  drank  off  the  wine  it  contained, 
his  hand  visibly  trembling  the  while.  He 
then  sat  down,  evidently,  much  subdued; 
and  as  for  Lady  Drelincourt,  Miss  Aabrej, 
and  Lady  de  la  Zouch— — nay  everybody 
present,  they  were  deeply  VLuecled  by  the 
simple  and  affectionate  address  that  bad 
fallen  from  Lord  Drelincourt,  which  was 
followed  by  a*  long-  silence  that  was  uSr 
n^tely  more  expressive  tlian  the  most  roci- 
ferous  responses.  After  a  while,  the  baod 
commenceii  playing,  in  a  very  beautifal 
manner, 


**  Should  auld^acquaintance  be  forgot*' 

There  were  heard  several  attempts,  froo 
time  to  time,  from  diffe^^t  quarters,  to  join 
in  the  chorus,  but  they  were  very  faint  and 
subdued;  and  Lord  Drelincourt, perceifiof 
the  true  state  of  the  case,  covered  .his  fict 
with  his  hands.    Then,  affectionately  taking 
the  hands  of  Kate  and  Lady  Drelincourt,  he 
whispered  that  all  their  past  sufferings  wen 
surely  that  day  richly  recompensed;  and 
fearing  lest  his  presence  and  that  of  his 
guests  might  be  a  check  upon  the  fieedoa 
and  hilarity  of  the  great  company  befoii 
him,  he  rose^  and  bowing  courteously  to  all 
around,  withdrew   amidst  most  veheiDent 
and  prodigious  cheering.     A  few  miaotes 
afterwards,  according  to  Lord  Dreliiico(ut*s 
promise,  Charles  and  Agnes  vi-^re  led  in 
amidst  a  thousand  exclamations  of  fond- 
ness and  admiration,    (they   were  really 
very  beautiful  children ;)  and  having  had  a 
little  drop  of  wine  poured  into  each  of  their 
cups,  they  drank  timidly,  as  they  were  tdd, 
to  the  health  of  all  present,  and  then  skipped 
hastily  back  whence  they  had  come. 

I  shall  not  detain  the  reader  with  the 
description  which  I  had  prepared  of  the 
opening  of  Kate's  school  on  the  morrow; 
though  I  think  he  would  like  to  have  beea 
present.  A  prettier  school  there  is  not  ia 
England ;  and  if  any.  thing  could  hare  in- 
creased Kate's  love  for  him  who  had  takea 
such  pains  to  please  her  in  the  matter,  it 
was  Dr.  Tatham's  informing  her,  a  mom- 
ing  or  two  afterwards,  that  Mr.  Delamere 
had  endowed  her  school  with  thirty  pounds 
a  year  for  ever.  In  proportion  to  Katci 
sorrow  on  leavinar  her  school  upon  the  («• 
casion  of  their 'all  being  driven  from  Yai- 
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presence,  and  also  in  that  of  Mr.  Delamere, 
was  doubtless  ap  interesting  ceremony,  yet 
not  to  be  compared,  perhaps,  with  one  that 
occarr^  one  short  montn  afterwards  at 
Yatton,  and  in  which  the  same  three  per- 
sons were  principally  concerned ! 

Here  is  a  heavenly  morning, in  Jmie! 
and  Kate  lying  trembling  and  with  beating 
heart,  alone,  in  that  old-fashioned  chamber 
of  hers,  in  which  she  was  first  seen— -or  at 
least  a  faint  and  dim  yision  of  her — ^by  the 
reader.  *Tis  verv  early,  certainly ;  and  as 
Kate  hath  passecl  a  strange;  restless  night, 
she  is  at  length  closing  her  eyes  in  sleep ; 
ahd  as  nothing  is  to  be  heard  save  yonder 
lark  that  is  carrying  his  song  higher  and 
higher  oat  of  hearing  every  moment,  she 
will  sleep  for  a  while  undisturbed. 

But  now,  rise,  Kate !  rise !  it  is  your 
wedding  morning!  Early  though  it  be, 
here  are  your  fair  bridesmaids  seeking  ad- 
mittance, to  deck  you  in  your  bridal  robes! 
Sweet  Kate,  why  tym  so  pale,  and  tremble 
BO  violently  ?  It  is  truly  a  memorable  day, 
one  long  looked  forward  to  with  a  fluttering 
heart— a  day  of  delicious  agitation  and  em- 
barrassment; but  courage,  Kate!  coura^! 
Cannot  these  three  beautiful  girls  who,  like 
the  Graces,  are  arraying  vou,  as  becomes 
your  loveliness,  with  all  their  innocent  arts 
and  archness,  provoke  one  smile  on  your 
pale  cheek  ?  Weep,  then,  if  such  be  your 
humour;  for  it  is  the  overflowing  of  joy, 
and  will  relieve  your  heart! — But  hasten! 
hasten!  your  lover  is  below,  impatient  to 
clasp  you  in  bis  arms !  The  maids  of  the 
village  have  been  up  with  the  sun  gathering 
sweet  flowers  to  scatter  on  your  way  to  the 
altar!  Hark  how  merrily,  merrily  ring  the 
bells  of  Yatton  church ! — Nearer  and  nearer 
comes  the  hour  which  cannot  be  delayed, 
and  why,  blushing  and  trembling  maiden, 
should  you  dread  its  approach  1  Hark — 
carriage  after  carriage  is  coming  crashing 


up  to  the  Hall.  Now  youibmaidenA  are 
placing  on  your  beautiful  brow  the  orange 
olossoms— mysterious  emblems ! 

''The  fruits  of  autumn  and  the  flowers 
of  spring,*'  and  a  long  flowing  ^ceful  veil, 
shall  conceal  your  blushes! — Now,  at 
length,  she  descends^— and  sinks  into  the 
arms. of  a  fond  and  noble  brother,  whose 
heart  is  too  full  for  speech,  as  is  that  of 
your  sister !  Shrink  not  from  your  lover, 
who  approaches  you,  see  how  tenderly  and 
delicately !  Is  he  not  one  whom  a  maiden 
may  be  proud  of?  See  the  troops  of  friends 
that  are  waiting  to  attend  you,  and  do  you 
honour!  Everywhere  that  the  eye  looks, 
are  glistening  gay  wedding-favours,  em- 
blems of  innocence  and  joy.  Come,  Kate, 
your  brother  waits;  you  go  with  him  to 
church,  but  you  will  come  back  with  an- 
other !  He  that  loves  you  as  a  father,  the 
venerable  minister  of  God,  is  awaiting  your 
arrival!  What  a  brilliant  throng  is  intha* 
little  church ! 

Now  her  beautiful  form  is  standing  at 
the  altar,  beside  her  manly  lover,  and  the 
solemn  ceremony  has  commenced,  which  is 
to  unite,  with  heaven's  awful  sanction,  these 
two'  young  and  happy  and  virtuous  hearts ! 

'Tis  done!  Kate  Aubrey!  Kate  Au- 
brey !  where  are  yon  ?  She  is  no  mor^— 
but,  as  Mrs.  Delamere,  is  sitting  blushing 
and  sobbing  beside  her  husband,  elate  with 
pride  and  fondness,  as  they  drive  rapidly 
back  to  the  Hall.  In  vain  glances  her  eye 
at  that  splendid  banquet,  and  she  soon  re- 
tires, with  her  maidens  to  prepare  for  her 
agitating  journey ! 

Well — ^they  are  gone!  My  pure  and 
lovely  Kate  is  gone!  'lis  hard  to  part 
with  her!  But  blessings  attend  her 
Blessings  attend  you  both!  You  cannot 
forget  dear  Yatton,  where  all  that  is  virti>« 
ous  and  noble  will  ever  with  open  armi 
receive  you ! 


THE   END. 


And  now,  dear  friends !  farewell  for  many  a  day ! 
If  e'er  we  meet  again,  I  cannot  say. 
Together  have  we  travell'd  two  long  years. 
And  mingled  sometimes  smiles,  and  sometimes  tears ! 
Now  droops  my  weary  hand,  and  swells  my  hearty^* 
I  fear,  good  friends !  we  must  forever  part. 
Forgive  my  many  faults !  and  sajr  of  me. 
He  nath  mearU  well,  who  writ  this  history  I 
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